
TEXAS
S 
OP 4,?,r 

.t *44 10 % 
3,04 4, ek.* 7, '44f,

TRAVEL LOG 
Texas Department of Transportation, Austin, Texas

February Division of Travel & Information, P. 0. Box 5000, Austin, Texas 78763 512/467-3722 1993

NOW IS THE TIME to commence your plans to 
participate in the 1993 Texas Travel Counselors 
Conference to be held at the El Paso Convention 
Center April 5-8. In addition to TxDOT and AAA 
travel counselors, counselors from individual city 
tourist information centers have been invited to 
participate.  

TTIA MEMBERS are urged to sign up now to 
participate in the 1993 Travel Fair and International 
Fling to be held the evening of April 8, according to 
TTIA executive director Vic Mathias. Call TTIA at 
512/476-4472 for all the details.  

SPEAKING OF INFORMATION CENTERS, 
Kerrville is moving into a handsome new 4,000-sq.-ft.  
Visitor Information Center at 1700 Sidney Baker, 
just five blocks from the C&VB's present location.  
It's across from the Tivy High School Gym on Texas 
16 north. March 1 is the target date for the first day 
of operation. The well-appointed center is an 
ADA-access facility. Call Sudie Burditt at 
1-800-221-7958; she'll be happy to tell you all about it! 

CRISTINA LOPEZ has been selected from among 
21 applicants to be the new manager of the Laredo 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, according to Chuck 
Owens of the LC&VB Advisory Committee. She 
previously served on the staff of the McAllen 
Economic Development Corporation.  

PLANNING A VISIT TO WACO? To find out 
what's going on, simply call 817/752-WACO for a 
24-hour recording of Waco events. Or a call to the 
Waco C&VB at 1-800-WACO FUN will get you more 
complete information on places to go, things to see 
and do.

IF YOU LIKE THE HUMMEL FIGURINES, 
you'll love the delightful drawings on which the 
famous figurines are based. Some 352 of the more 
than 600 pastels and charcoal drawings created by 
Sister M. I. Hummel at the convent in Siessen, 
Germany, the world's largest collection of her works, 
are on display at the Hummel Museum in New 
Braunfels. Open seven days a week at 199 Main 
Plaza. Call 210/625-5636 for details or to arrange 
group tours.  

TEXAS TRIVIA: Here's a question we've had 
several times lately: "Where do you measure your 
mileages from?" 

MARDI GRAS! GALVESTION 1993 raises the 
curtain on "Celebrate Broadway," a nationwide 
commemoration marking the 100th anniversary of 
Broadway and the Great White Way, February 
12-23. Included in the festivities honoring the 
showstoppers of the Big Apple's 42nd Street will be 
six colorful parades and processions, 19 masked balls, 
12 art exhibitions, a rugby tournament, a perfor
mance of Tommy Tune's "Grand Hotel," costume 
contests, and a host of other activities. For complete 
information on Mardi Gras events and accommoda
tions, call the Galveston C&VB at 1-800-351-4236 in 
Texas or 1-800-351-4237 elsewhere in the U.S.  
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Around the 
Centers 

Things are moving ahead on the construction front, 
according to Travel Services Director Milton Meharg.  
Drawings for the new Texas Travel Information 
Center at Denison are about 50 percent complete, 
and the construction contract is expected to be 
awarded this spring. And the architect in charge of 
the project at our Orange TIC is putting the finishing 
touches on the preliminary schematics and site 
development plan for presentation to the department 
this month. Lastly, at its January meeting, the 
Transportation Commission gave the green light to 
proceed with the development of a new TIC at 
Anthony in far West Texas. "Things are finally 
moving right along," said Meharg.  

Manager Pam Crew of our TIC at Orange was 
recently honored with the Athena Award, a national 
award recognizing women for business leadership, 
with some 250 chambers of commerce in 45 states 
participating. The handsome abstract bronze 
sculpture was presented at the annual Orange 
Chamber of Commerce banquet in recognition of her 
demonstrated excellence in the field of tourism as 
well as her many community achievements. In 
accepting the award, she noted she believes that 
women should set goals and "work hard to achieve 
them." Pam was also the recipient of the 1980 
Roadrunner Award as Texas' outstanding travel 
counselor.  

Our wild animal story comes from our TIC at 
Gainesville this month. Counselor Devon Armstrong 
reports that when she arrived at work one morning 
recently she thought the center looked different from 
when she had closed up the previous afternoon. "It 
took me a minute to figure out that our pretty red 
oak tree was missing." Inspection of the site revealed 
that a family of beavers, that had taken up residence 
in a pond across the road behind the center, had 
felled the tree during the night and dragged it 
through a culvert and under the road, to the pond.  
"That was a $400 tree," exclaimed Devon, "and now 
it's just a stump!" Plans to replace the tree are 
pending. "Leave it to beaver," snorted center 
manager Dale Sowder.

ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT and 
comprehensive exhibitions of Pre-Columbian art ever 
assembled will be on display at The Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston, February 14 through April 18.  
Organized by the Art Institute of Chicago to 
commemorate the Columbus quincentennial, The 
Ancient Americas: Art from Sacred Landscapes 
features nearly 300 works of art from 23 cultures.  
With objects ranging from spectacular gold work and 
monumental stone sculptures to brilliantly colored 
textiles and masterfully crafted ceramic vessels, The 
Ancient Americas features a number of stunning 
artworks that have never been seen before in the 
United States. The exhibition explores the cultural 
and artistic traditions of chieftanships, city states, 
and empires - including Mimbres, Maya, Aztec, 
and Inca, among others. For detailed information call 
713/639-7540.  
AUDIENCES AT THE OMNI THEATER at Fort 
Worth's Museum of Science and History will get a 
unique, close-up view of plants and animals, brilliant 
butterflies, hummingbirds, and monkeys cavorting in 
the high forest canopy in the film Tropical Rainforest 
commencing February 12. Filmed from angles and 
perspectives seldom seen by the casual, ground-level 
visitor, the film brings to life the incredible diversity 
of the forest and its biological treasures. Call 
817/732-1631 for show times and information about 
special programs designed to complement Tropical 
Rainforest.  

DID YOU KNOW that McAllen is billed as the 
"Square Dance Capital of the World"? Each fall 
nearly 10,000 square dancers make their way to the 
Valley city as Winter Texans swing their partners 
and enjoy the mild winter climate. Square dance 
activities abound during the winter months, not the 
least of which is the annual Texas Square Dance 
Jamboree. This year's event is slated for Saturday, 
February 6, at the McAllen Civic Center, featuring 
such callers as Bob Baier, Jerry Haag, Wiley 
Hutchinson, Larry Letson, Daryl Lipscomb, and 
Jerry Story. Call 210/682-2871 for information.  

FIRST TO SIGN UP to continue receiving Texas 
Travel Log were the folks at the Schulenberg and 
Key-Baird chambers. Don't you forget to fill out your 
notice, found on the back page, and send it on in!
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SOUTHWEST AEROSPACE MUSEUM of Fort 
Worth is moving to Alliance Airport. It is expected 
to reopen "in a couple of years," according to 
museum officials.  

ANSWER TO TEXAS TRIVIA: Back about 1915 
when "straight line" maps were all we had, the 
mileages were measured from the major 
east-west/north-south intersection in each city. If 
there was no such intersection, the major 
governmental building (courthouse, post office, city 
hall, school) was used as the measuring point. Over 
the years, some of those intersections are no longer 
"major" but to change all the highway signs and 
maps would be a logistical nightmare. For example, 
contrary to popular belief, mileages to Austin are not 
measured from the Capitol, but rather to the old 
intersection of US 290 (from Houston) and US 81 
(from San Antonio and Dallas). That point is now 
East Seventh Street and the 1-35 southbound 
frontage road.  

VISITING CYCLISTS WILL ENJOY more than 30 
tours offered this year by Texas' foremost bicycle 
touring company, Country Roads Bicycle Tours. Tour 
destinations include such varied cycling and outdoor 
adventure experiences as the bluebonnet region 
between Houston and Austin, the coastal area around 
Palacios and the famous Luther and Blessing Hotels, 
and a Big Bend Pedal Paddle outing. Also offered are 
a restored-train trip to Galveston's Strand, the 
spectacular wild flower farm at Eagle Pass, and the 
Round Top area. The tours also feature special 
offerings for affinity groups, such as singles and 
"over-50" cyclists. Call 1-800-366-6681 for tour 
information, schedules, and costs.  

THE BAYOU BEND MUSEUM OF AMERICANA 
at Tenneco in downtown Houston is closing to the 
public February 26 and its nearly 400 works of 
American art are being returned to their permanent 
home at Bayou Bend. "The museum at Tenneco has 
been successful as a satellite location of Bayou 
Bend... while the house was closed for renovation," 
said David Warren, director of Bayou Bend. Bayou 
Bend is expected to reopen in September.

Looking 

If all goes as planned, Fort Worth's antique 
Tarantula excursion train may be offering 
champagne dinners, live entertainment, and even 
dancing while riding the rails between Dallas and 
Fort Worth. The Dallas City Council recently agreed 
to a proposal to permit the train to operate on the 
34-mile Railtran line between the two cities, carrying 
passengers from Big D to Cowtown's Stockyards.  
The Fort Worth based company must also obtain 
final approval from the Burlington Northern 
Railroad, which also uses the track for its mostly 
freight operations. The idea is to persuade visitors to 
spend an extra day in the Metroplex, rather than 
take away from Dallas, according to a Dallas 
spokesman, and future plans may include 
transporting Fort Worth customers to Dallas' West 
End for an evening's dining and entertainment. It is 
expected that the evening trip to Fort Worth will 
cost passengers about $50, including round trip fare.  

Construction on the new $7.95 million Cameron Park 
Zoo is under way in Waco and is expected to be 
completed in about 15 months, according to local 
officials. Initial development will include an African 
savanna populated with elephants, giraffes, rhinos, 
zebras, and antelopes; an Asian tiger exhibit; and a 
special Gibbons Island featuring the smallest of apes.  

Already the site of an annual wine festival, the city 
of Grapevine hopes to become the hub of the 
burgeoning Texas wine industry. What's more, at 
least four winemakers have expressed an interest in 
establishing a winery or at least a wine-tasting room 
in the North Texas community. There's one 
stumbling block, however: city ordinances do not 
permit retail wine sales. At least not yet. The 
problem lies in the fact that while most of Grapevine 
is in Tarrant County, small portions are also in 
Dallas and Denton Counties. Help may be on the 
way! The Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission will 
soon introduce legislation to permit Grapevine to call 
its own liquor election, according to TABC 
spokesman Jonathan Carter. "We don't want to curb 
tourism," he said.



Data as of January 31, 1993 

Austin Office For TxDOT This Month For TxDOT This Year For DOC This Month For DOC This Year Total Year to Date 

Mail Services 6,834 6,834 17,065 17,065 23,899 

Services to Travel Industry Subscriber Inquiries Addresses Offered Address s Transmitted Addresses Transmitted 
SrietoTaeInutyThis Month This Month This Month Year to Date 

TxDOT TRAX System 70 29,281 17,879 17,879 

Official State Travel Magazine This Month This Month Last Year This Year to Date Last Year to Date 

Texas Highways Print Run 441,495 451,250 441,495 451,250 

Travel Month Total Percent Year Total Percent Travel Month Total Percent Year Total Percent 
Center Visitors Variation* Visitors Variation* Center Visitors Variation* Visitors Variation* 

Amarillo 7,557 + 6.0 7,557 + 6.0 Orange 42,018 + 5.6 42,018 + 5.6 

Anthony 18,009 + 3.6 18,009 + 3.6 Texarkana 31,422 + 15.6 31,422 + 15.6 

Denison Temporarily Closed Valley 32,073 - 32.1 32,073 - 32.1 

Gainesville 30,003 + 19.7 30,003 + 19.7 Waskom 27,867 - 0.4 27,867 - 0.4 

Langtry 5,850 - 7.3 5,850 - 7.3 Wichita Falls 9,747 - 10.6 9,747 - 10.6 

Laredo 10,803 - 20.0 10,803 - 20.0 Capitol 42,729 + 49.4 42,729 + 49.4 

*Compared to last Year Center Totals 258,078 + 2.8 258,078 + 2.8

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers (8 a.m. - 9 p.m. daily)

(XAiLSS~ou Si inui( j~d Xldaj oto XluG) 
V9O _t9L8L S"1I 'ui1snV 

V909 X09 *O~d 
uounoi~lJD iio- j)AIUJJL SLUX3J 

:o1 it uinl;i puu (poqui 5uiqwuw ;p pnpoui 
01) uoiliod supl dipz osua1 d '30-1 /dAV.11 svxdj Uimio3mj ;I1uiluoo 

01 ;Ilsop noX jj >11 iluTimoooI zml~uo3 01 .1~pj0 UT uoiwuziiqrtd 
oqj Isnbai Ajpluloj Isflw Xotp jt?4j soflsst QAI~floosuoz ;)os 
ui sjuaidtzmx Xjpou ol patnbai owU sIjolSAou 31lS 'Mu g 

;3110NJ UN033S 

pelsenbeU uoiloanjoo sseippV 
pealeiuengobel~SOd uinleU pue Euipiemioj 

Pk99-C9Z9Z SVX31 'NJISflV 
Pr909 X~a ~0 'd 

NO/I V14/H0z/NI GNy 7A VHI -40 NOISIAIO 

907 7 IAV I1__ 
SVKLFL _

60ZZ 0ON 1l11Ul]3d 
SVX31L 'NISflv 

alVd 30VISOd *sfl 
iLvu )n1fl


