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Hot sauces have swept the country.  
Since the early 1990s, salsas have outsold 
every other table sauce, including the 
old American standby, ketchup. In Texas, 
you'll discover salsas with every range 
of flavors and spice.  

When Mark Lashley, saucier, and 
Richard Wheatley, sous chef, both from 
Central Market in Austin, heard that 
Rosemary Williams was working on 
a story for us, they created Raspberry 
Salsa for Texas Highways readers. Turn to 
page 50 for the recipe. Mark says the savory 
sauce enhances the flavor of everything 
from fish to ice cream. As Rosie's story 
and Griff Smith's pictures show, whether 
you prefer your flavors fiery or less flam
mable, you can find a Texas salsa with 
the combination of sensations for you.  

Speaking of sensations, researchers 
haven't identified the active ingredients 
yet, but they agree that aloe vera has 
properties that help soothe and heal 
burns, rashes, and inflammation. As Jan 
Edwards found out, more than 90 percent.  
of the United States' aloe crop comes 
from the Rio Grande Valley. But quantity 
isn't everything. "At the present time, 
there is no question that the aloe coming 
out of Texas is the finest in the world," 
says Dr. Ron Pelley, an aloe research 
scientist and assistant professor of phar
macology at the University of Texas 
Medical Branch in Galveston. The Valley's 
soils and climate surely bless the plants 
with an ideal growing environment.  

The Valley also provides the perfect 
destination for recreational travel, as 
much of this issue shows. Along with 
her story on aloe vera, Jan Edwards 
contributed our cover story on the Rio 
Grande Valley. In addition, Michael 
Brockway takes us on a tour of one of 
the finest zoos in the United States, 
Brownsville's Gladys Porter Zoo, which 
has been working to save endangered 
species for more than a quarter century.  
Stephen Fox of Houston, who has 
written several architectural guidebooks, 
points out the architectural gems of 
Brownsville and Matamoros and their 
ties to New Orleans' Creole architecture.

Stephan Myers' photographs illustrate 
the Valley stories....  

Many contributors helped with Gene 
Fowler's story on Katherine Anne 
Porter. Larry J. Schaaf of Baltimore, 
Maryland, visited the McKeldin Library 
at the University of Maryland in College 
Park, where he culled through 70 years' 
worth of photographs to come up with an 
initial selection for our story. Larry says 
that Beth Alvarez, the curator of literary 
manuscripts at the library, was delightful.  
"She had the 2,000 photographs all out 
and waiting," Larry says. "Her day was 
quite fraught with staff shortages, but 
she helped all she could." 

Senior editor Ann Gallaway also spoke 
with Dr. Roger L. Brooks, who was 
president of Howard Payne University in 
Brownwood in 1976, when Katherine Anne 
Porter came to receive an honorary degree 
and to participate in a symposium on her 
works. "We remember with great affection 
her being there," says Dr. Brooks. Folk
lorist Sylvia Ann Grider says the cele
bration at Howard Payne, where the author 
read from her work and even handed out 
some of the diplomas at graduation, was 
"the only official Texas acknowledgment 
of Porter's greatness during her lifetime." 
During her stay, Porter visited her mother's 
grave at Indian Creek and, Dr. Brooks says, 
talked to her mother. Four years later, the 
writer was buried next to her mother.  

Our thanks also go to Professor Dar
lene Unrue of the English department 
at the University of Nevada at Las Vegas, 
who has written several books about 
Katherine Anne Porter, including an 
upcoming biography of the writer. Pro
fessor Unrue graciously took the time to 
review the story, as did Beth Alvarez....  

Gene Fowler also wrote our story 

on the Blessing Hotel Coffee Shop, 
which offers comfort food to travelers in 
the Coastal Bend. We hope the new year 
brings you comfort and prosperity, too.  
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Readers: November's TexCetera 
section, which mentioned that 
the Breckenridge Aviation 
Museum had closed, was "plane" 
wrong. In fact, the museum, 
at Stephens County Airport on 
US 183, two miles south of 
Breckenridge, opens daily 8 to 5.  
Write to Box 388, Breckenridge 
76424; 254/559-9129.  

Horse With a Name I couldn't help but notice 
in November's Letters the 

reader response under "Horsin' 
Around," with the accompany
ing picture of kids and pony, 
as well as the photo in the Sep
tember 1997 issue. These read
ers might be interested in 
knowing the photographers 
of these pictures were Jack P.  
Stovall, my roommate in col
lege (who went on to become 
an eminent Houston attorney), 
and his brother, Peter E Stovall 
(whom I flew with in the Navy) 
from Brady. Unfortunately, 
Jack died of cancer in 1982, 
and Pete was killed in a plane 
crash exactly one week later.  
The pony's name was Sparky.  
He died of old age in Kerrville, 
about 1966. Yes, the hats were 
red, the chaps were tan with 
red trim, and the bandannas 
were blue or red.  

WAYNE E. WALLACE 

Santa Anna 

Wiley and the Winnie Mae 

The article on Wiley Post 
in October's Speaking 

of Texas brought back memo
ries of my childhood. From 
1932-40,1 lived on the outskirts 
of Britton, Oklahoma (now 
Oklahoma City). One day, a 
large flatbed truck turned onto 
our street, and [the driver] 
asked directions to the Britton 
Airport, which was two miles 
west of town. The truck was 
loaded with the wreckage of a 
small white airplane. I later 
found out that Wiley Post had 
crashed the Winnie Mae on 
his first attempt to circumnavi
gate the world and had brought 
it to Britton to put it back 
together. I was present at the 
airport when he took off in 
the Winnie Mae to begin his 
record-breaking trip.  

Wiley Post used some of his

earnings to purchase the 
Britton Airport, and changed 
the name to Wiley Post Air
port. My third-grade teacher 
was Mrs. Post, Wiley's sister
in-law.  

HARRISON LELAND 
Houston 

Jail Mail 
enjoyed the article on old I jailhouse museums in the 

October issue. I had hoped 
the Matador jailhouse would 
be included. I was born in that 
jail in 1923. My dad was the 
jailer, and my family lived on 
the ground floor; the prisoners 
were housed above. In the 
summer of 1993, we visited the 
area and found they had placed 
a medallion on the old jail, not 
because I was born there, but 
because it was 100 years old! 

ALMA A. BEZANSON 

Houston 

ou [should visit] the old 
jail in Richmond. It is under

going about a million-dollar 
restoration. It will be a museum 
and a working substation for 
city police as well as a park, 
and connected to a historic 
cemetery where Mirabeau B.  
Lamar, Jane Long, and other 
settlers are buried.  
Roy HAYES 

Richmond 

hope you will find your 
way to Carthage, to the Old 

Panola County Jail Museum.  
My father, L.E. (Cush) Reeves, 
served Panola County as Chief 
Deputy Sheriff from January 
1943 until January 1953, and 
he spent a lot of time putting 
felons in that facility. He also 
served as Chief of Police for 
the City of Carthage from 
1956 until 1962. His picture 
is [displayed] in the second 
story of the jail.  

L.E. REEVES JR.  

Palestine
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n 1933, aviation trailblazer Wiley Post flew the Winnie Mae solo 
1 around the globe in record time.

Sea Searchin' Just over a year ago, while 
on a cruise holiday in the 

Caribbean (to celebrate my 
silver wedding anniversary), 
I threw a bottle containing my 
name, address, and a brief 
note into the sea. It was a 
romantic gesture, motivated 
by pure enjoyment and the 
hope that it would maybe turn 
up one day and let someone 
know how happy I had been 
during the holiday of a lifetime.  
Can you possibly imagine my 
surprise and delight when I 
received a letter from one of 
your readers, seven-year-old 
Ethan Sabo of Pasadena? He 
wrote about how he found the 
message while hunting for 
treasure on Crystal Beach.  
He also included a map of 
Texas-beautifully drawn by 
Ethan himself. Not only that, 
but since we replied to Ethan, 
some of his family have also 
written to us, telling us what 
a truly wonderful place Texas 
is (as if we didn't know!). And 
equally exciting, Ethan bought 
me a subscription to your ex
cellent magazine, which has 
thrilled me and my family 
and friends.  

We still write to Ethan and

If you would like to write to Texas Highways, the editors would enjoy 
hearing from you. Though we are unable to print every letter, we just 
might select yours to appear in the magazine-whether you send us 
kudos or criticism. We reserve the right to edit letters we print. Write 
to Letters Editor, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009, 
or fax 512/483-3672. Email: editors@texashighways.com

hope that one day we can 
meet, either in Texas or here 
in England.  

ANN HERD 

County Durham, 
United Kingdom 

Aggie ID and Reveille 
our article on Bryan-College 
Station in the November 

issue was very well done. We 
were delighted with the picture 
on the bottom of page 15. That 
young man is our son Chad.  
The picture was taken last 
year in the Quad at Texas 
A&M. He is a member of Par
sons Mounted Cavalry, and at 
the time the picture was taken, 
he was on Cannon Crew. This 
year, he is Operations Officer 
of the Cavalry.  

DICK AND RUTH STEITLE 

Baytown 

O n page 16 of the Novem
ber issue, the story of 

the Aggie mascot [reports that] 
Reveille appeared on the Texas 
A&M campus in 1940. A page 
in the 1938 annual shows that 
Reveille was vaccinated and 
tagged on December 1, 1937, 
and the owner listed as the 
"Corps of Cadets, A. and M.  
College of Texas." The story 
you describe of her arrival on 
campus is one of several ver
sions that have been told 
many times, but she was cer
tainly there in 1937.  

JIM RIDLEHUBER (CLASS OF 1940) 
Temple

Texas Highways2



ou never know what might hap
pen down on the border, and Rio 
Grande folks have just about seen 

it all. Take, for instance, the international 
rocket mail delivery staged between 
Hidalgo, Texas, and Reynosa, Mexico, 
in 1936. The incident resulted from the 
interests of 16-year-old Keith Rumbel, 
a science whiz living in McAllen. When 
Keith's father, O.K. Rumbel, mentioned 
his American Legion Post's need for a 
fund-raiser, Keith responded, "How 
about rocket mail?" 

After working out details with both 
American and Mexican postal and cus
toms officials, Keith built several six
foot, solid-fuel rockets and printed com
memorative stamps to adorn special enve
lopes. The idea was to sell the envelopes 
as binational souvenirs to collectors after 
the mail rocketed into a foreign country.  

On July 2, 1936, a crowd of curious 
onlookers gathered on opposite sides 
of the Rio Grande. Newsreel cameras 
recorded the occasion as the first rocket 
was launched from Hidalgo. When it 
exploded 50 feet above the river, mail 
rained down on both banks. The next 
missile hit Reynosa's popular U.S. Bar; 
another landed in a cornfield, setting it 
on fire. Rockets fired from the Mexican 
side fared better: One hit a parked car, 
but caused only minor damage.  

Officials judged the experiment a 
success (O.K.'s American Legion Post 
recovered and sold enough of the mail 
to expand its coffers), but decided to 
stick with regular methods of deliver
ing mail. And for years afterward, on 
both sides of the river, the question 
"Remember the rocket mail?" never 
failed to spark a lively conversation.  

-Gene Fowler, Austin 

" t was the strangest conglomeration 
of human riff-raff that has ever been 
my lot to behold...." So opined writer 

and journalist Virgil N. Lott, who in 1909 
left his job with the Galveston News to 
establish a newspaper in the small Rio 
Grande Valley town of Monte Christo.  
Lott yearned for adventure, but not even 
tall tales of South Texas bandits and cow
boys could prepare him for what he found.

"It was the West," Lott later wrote, 
"the glorious last Frontier... and to my 
young mind, fresh from the staff of one 
of the big city dailies, there immediately 
arose visions of a wonderful field for 
local color for western stories...." 

Five days after arriving in Monte 
Christo, Lott began publishing 
The Monte Christo Hustler, one 
of the early English-language 
newspapers in South Texas. Six 
months later, the writer moved 
to Mission. (Monte Christo 
eventually went bust from 
excessive salt in its artesian 
wells.) In 1911, with Bob Jef
freys, he founded The Mission 
Times. In 1918, Lott moved to 
Roma to work for the U.S.  
Immigration Service, and later 
the U.S. Customs Service.  

Though he retired in 1949, writing 
was in Lott's blood, and together with 
Mercurio Martinez Sr., he wrote The 
Kingdom of Zapata (1953), which de
tailed the history of Falcon Lake and 
Zapata County. In 1957, Lott and local 
historian Virginia Fenwick wrote People 
and Plots on the Rio Grande, which 
sought to debunk borderlands myths 
and legends. Citing his dedication to 
recording the region's history, the San 
Antonio Express dubbed Lott "Old Man 
Rio." Virgil Lott died in McAllen in 1960.  

-Arturo Longoria, McAllen 

Texas movie pioneer Adolf Ditt
mann had show biz in his blood. As 
a young man, he thrilled audiences 

across the nation with his artful legerde
main. In Chicago, the magician owned 
the Dittmann Publishing House, where 
he wrote and published songs. Then, in 
1907, a visit to the Rio Grande Valley so 
impressed the versatile showman that he 
decided to move there permanently.  

After settling in Brownsville in 1908, 
Dittmann bought the old Teatro Elec
trico, or Electric Theater, where he pre
sented vaudeville shows and silent films.  
In his spare time, he worked as a free
lance photographer for Pathe news ser
vice. In 1910, he built Brownsville's first 
movie house, the Dittmann Theater.

That same year, the Mexican Revo
lution began in western Chihuahua. As 
various factions, led by Emiliano Za
pata, Pancho Villa, Venustiano Carranza, 
and others, battled throughout Mexico, 
Dittmann decided to provide footage of 
the revolution to newsreel services.

Adolf Dittmann Sr. (1877-1965), who 
emigrated from Germany as a boy, 

never dreamed he would live in the Rio 
Grande Valley and capture Mexican revolu
tionaries-on film.  

In May 1913, Dittmann, local attorney 
and historian Frank Pierce, and Browns
ville Herald editor Mose Stein sought 
out Carrancista rebels in Matamoros.  
"We didn't know how we'd be received 
-with the fatted calf or with a firing 
squad at sunrise," Dittmann told a 
reporter years later. But the trio's fears 
soon dissipated. General Lucio Blanco 
welcomed the Americans to lunch at his 
camp, paraded his men by the camera, 
and responded affably to Stein's inter
view questions. Pierce collected mental 
notes that would appear four years later 
in his book Texas' Last Frontier: A Brief 
History of the Rio Grande Valley of Texas.  

A few days later, as Blanco's army 
attacked Matamoros, Dittmann captured 
the siege on movie film and developed it 
in the basement of his theater. "I shot the 
stuff one day and had it on the screen the 
next," he recalled in 1944. Released under 
the company name of Dittmann's Mov
ing Pictures, The Battle ofMatamoros was 
shown throughout the Southwest.  

Today, the Historic Brownsville Mu
seum exhibits Adolf Dittmann's hand
cranked camera and some of the one-time 
prestidigitator's magic paraphernalia.  

-Gene Fowler, Austin
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Gladys Porter 

B ROWNSVI L LE

or animal-lovers of all ages, the Gladys Porter Zoo in 

Tn Brownsville offers an enticing variety of animated attrac

tions. With the look of a tropical sanctuary, complete with native 

palm trees, lush bamboo, and pristine waterfalls, the 31-acre complex lures more 

than 350,000 visitors annually. Spacious, shaded sidewalks meander for more than 

a mile through four geographically-themed exhibit areas, where naturally 

flowing waterways surround most of the animals. In the background, the noisy 

honking of Caribbean flamingos and other exotic 

birds creates the impression of faraway wilder

ness. Although you can take a walking tour of 

the grounds in less than an hour, a thorough 

exploration often takes half a day.  

BY MICHAEL D. BROCKWAY 

PHOTOCRAPHS BY STEPHAN MYERS 

Since its opening in 1971, Brownsville's Gladys Porter Zoo has been a great place to talk to the animals. Living in naturalistic habitats, critters 
such as Australian rainbow lories, chimpanzees, jaguars, and Caribbean flamingos often behave as if they were in the wild-playing, grooming, 
and even reproducing-a point of pride for the zoo.

Texas Highways
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THE G L A D Y S PORTER ZOO has become known 

for its zoological milestones, including the first in-captivity 

birth of a rare Jentink's duiker.

"It takes us at least four hours to see everything, because we 

read the labels outside each display," says Heather Hilton of 

nearby Harlingen, during her third trip to the zoo with sons 

Anthony, Nathan, and Jonathan. "The boys absorb a lot of infor

mation. They can relate what they see here to 

what they've learned in school and have fun at 

the same time." 

The zoo opened to the public on September 

3, 1971, the dream-come-true of animal-lover 

Gladys Porter, a daughter of wealthy J.C.  

Penney Company businessman Earl C. Sams of 

Brownsville. After Earl died in 1950, Gladys 

and her sister, Camille, were put in charge of 

administering funds in their father's Earl C.  

Sams Foundation. For Gladys, who in the Six

ties traveled extensively and witnessed the 

plight of the world's wildlife, a zoo in her home

town seemed perfect. From the beginning, 

education and species conservation took cen

ter stage. Today, more than 1,550 animals 

representing 464 species live at the Gladys 

Porter Zoo. Forty-seven of the species are listed 

as endangered.  

he African collection contains some 

of the most familiar and popular ani

mals, such as the eight western low

land gorillas that romp on rocky islands near the 

main entrance. The younger gorillas scamper _ 

from one craggy perch to another, often joining 

in impromptu games of tag. Katanga, a serene, 

35-year-old matriarch, and her consort, Lamydoc, 

reign over their energetic primate companions.  

"This is my favorite exhibit," says zoo director 

Don D. Farst. "The gorillas are playful, and the 

island backdrop makes it fun. You'll always find a Topped with a 

crowd of visitors here." the scene, so

Near the far end of the zoo, look for Macho, one of only 

two breeding male African elephants in the United States.  

His counterpart, Smokey, lives at the Oakland Zoo in Cali

fornia. At around 12,000 pounds, Macho shares an expan-

-~--

e 

n elegant spray of golden feathers, the East African crowned crane surveys 
metimes emitting a trumpet-like call.
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sive stomping 

ground with his 12-year-old 

daughter, Asali, and Tiani, a female on long

term loan from the Cleveland Zoo. Massive, poured

concrete sculptures of an African termite hill and an acacia 

tree accent the compound.  

The African exhibit also boasts zebras, lions, baboons, 

chimpanzees, crocodiles, and four square-lipped rhinocer

oses, largest of the world's rhinos. Also known as the white 

rhinoceros, thanks to a misinterpretation of the Afrikaans 

word weit (wide), describing its mouth, these bulky beasts 

are actually gray. Armed with two curved horns on their 

snouts and thick skin folds resembling armor plate, the square

[ABOVE] He hails from New Guinea and adjacent islands, but this insect
eating green tree monitor lizard seems to like South Texas just fine.  
[BELOW] After admiring the Galapagos tortoises, head next door to the 
Free Flight Aviary, where birds such as scarlet ibises and roseate spoon
bills fly overhead.

lipped rhinos-mother Tilly and 

her two offspring, plus another mature female-lumber 

about their enclosure on short legs. A century ago, only 17 of 

these imposing animals remained in the world. Thanks to 

conservation and preservation programs, they now number 

more than 6,700.  

For sheer rarity, the African collection offers a view of the 

only four Jentink's duikers in captivity. When mature, these 

small, shy, solitary antelope sport rich brown or black shoulders 

and heads, and pearly-gray hindquarters. Their tough, oily 

hides offer protection from thick underbrush. Considered the 

world's rarest antelope, only a few hundred of these endangered 

animals remain in the wild, in isolated pockets of dense rain

forests in Sierra Leone and Liberia.  

The Gladys Porter Zoo's Indo-Australia 

collection attracts its fair share of atten

tion with animals such as the double

wattled cassowary, a large, flightless 

bird from northern Australia and New 

Guinea. With a dagger-like claw on the 

middle toe of each foot, it looks like a 

Velociraptor straight out of Jurassic Park.  

These ill-tempered fowls, which can 

weigh 125 pounds and are considered the 

most dangerous of all birds, have been 

known to attack humans in their native 

' lands. "They are spectacular animals that 

rarely reproduce in zoos," says deputy 

zoo director Pat Burchfield, "primarily 

because they're solitary. They can't even 

stand one another."

January 1998
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Cavorting on a nearby island, a band of frisky spider 

monkeys rarely touches the ground. Using their prehensile tails 

as a fifth limb, they spend most of their days performing aerial 

ballets, retiring at night to lofty sleeping berths. Groups of 

laughing children often gather here, trying to outdo each other 

in imitating the monkeys' greeting call, which resembles a 

horse's whinny.  

On the northeast side of the zoo, slow-footed Galapagos 

tortoises (native to the chain of equatorial islands off the 

coast of Ecuador) while away their days in blissful inactivity.  

With a life expectancy of more than 160 years and an adult 

weight of more 

than 600 pounds, 

these placid rep

tiles have no rea

son to rush any

r? P.". Fswhere.  

Nearby, the Free 

Flight Aviary sim

ulates a tropical.: 

rainforest. Here, 

purple gallinules, 

[LEFr] A century ago, only 17 white rhinoceroses-largest of the world's 
rhinos-survived. Today, thanks to conservation and preservation pro
grams, they number more than 6,700. The Gladys Porter Zoo boasts four.  
[ABOVE] Macho, one of the zoo's three African elephants, walks alongside 

graceful jaguar, the largesL of Western Hemisphere cats, which his daughter, Asali.  

lounges in a forest-like environment behind 

a floor-to-ceiling glass wall. Although this 

formidable cat has no natural predators 

other than man, only around 15,000 remain r 

in te wild because they've lost so much of 

their habitat. "This is my favorite animal," 

says Heather Hilton. "He gets close enough 

to touch if it weren't for tne glass. You can 

see all the details of his head and body. If 

you're lucky enough to be here when he 

yawns or stretches, you'll experience a 

magic moment." 

Greater kudu antelope are native to the scrub 
forests of eastern and southern Africa, where they 
live in small, sexually-segregated herds. Males have 
corkscrew-like horns.

Texas Highways8



A N I M A L 

Attract 

Animals at the Gladys Porter Zoo 
crave a variety of foodstuffs, 
from diced mice to special for

mulas prepared daily in the zoo's kitchen.  
Their voracious appetites add up to an 
annual grocery bill of nearly $200,000.  
The Adopt-an-Animal program kicked off 
in 1974 to help offset some of this cost, 

as well as to complement the zoo's 
educational efforts. Last year, 
adoption contributions amounted 
to slightly more than 10 percent 
of the food costs.  

For a tax-deductible donation 
as small as $10 to help out a hissing 
cockroach, up to a hefty $4,500 for 
Macho, an African elephant, animal
lovers can sustain their favorite 
furry, finny, or feathered friend for 
an entire year. In return, donors 
receive an adoption certificate, a 
packet of information about their 

S animal, a T-shirt transfer, an "I'm 
an Adoptive Parent" badge, and a 

personal thank-you letter from zoo direc
tor Don D. Farst. In addition, the zoo 
prominently posts donors' and adoptees' 
names on a special plaque at the Visitor 
Information Booth near the zoo's entrance.

on 

Up to 800 adop
tions take place 
every year. Al- ' 
most half occur 
around the holi
days, because 
adoptions are 
popular gifts. 4 
Throughout the The Gladys Porter Zoo ho 
year, donors also Sierra Leone and Liberia 
bestow adoptions these small antelope rem 
as birthday and 
anniversary presents, as well as memori
als. Many donors renew their cormit
ments each year, like James Carey of 
Danville, Illinois, who dutifully sens in 
his annual $150 to support a Jentink's 
duiker he first adopted in 1983.  

"Many of our supporters are extreme
ly committed to their animals," says 
deputy zoo director Pat Burchfield.  
"Winter Texans adopt many animals, and 
groups of employees from area businesses 
pool their money to adopt animals. bo." 

Because of their popularity, some zoc 
residents wind up with more than one 
sponsor. "The hissing cockroaches get 
adopted by a lot of little children," says 
Pat. "They're being very well fed." Other

uses the only four Jentink's duikers in captivity. Native to 
and now extremely endangered, only a few hundred of 
ain.  

animals, such as Macho, aren't as popular 
due to the hefty financial commitment. And 
a few animals, such as the rarely-adopted 
Philippine crocodile, simply can't compete 
with cute rivals such as the gray kangaroo 
and spectacled bear.  

Regardless of your budget, you can 
find an animal at the Gladys Porter Zoo to 
please your pocketbook. After all, where 
else can you plunk down a few dollars 
and come away the proud "parent" of a 
black spotted newt, a long-tailed weasel, 
or a wandering whistling duck? 

For information and an adoption 
application, write to 500 Ringgold St., 
Brownsville 78520, or call 956/546-7187.  

-Michael Brockway

scarlet ibises, and roseate spoonbills can peck, perch, 
or fly amid luxuriant vegetation. It's almost as much fun to 

watch budding ornithologists try (unsuccessfully) to ginger

ly touch one of the birds as it is to watch the birds themselves.  

"It's such a soothing environment," says Heather Hilton. "The 

only thing missing is a bench where you could spend a few 

hours with a good book." 

Over at the Asian collection, a pair of gangly, two-humped 

Bactrian camels leisurely chew their cud while nonchalantly 

ignoring curious onlookers. A small herd of gaur, largest of the 

world's wild cattle, resides next door. Weighing about a ton and 

armed with thick, curved horns, these bulky bovines spend 

much of their time wallowing in the mud. On an adjacent island,

a group of pleated gibbons from Thailand greets visitors with a 

chorus of raucous calls. These slender, long-armed apes, swing

ing rhythmically about their habitat, seem to enjoy demonstrat

ing their gymnastic dexterity to appreciative crowds.  

or thrills and chills, check out the cool, dark her

petariu-a, which offers an up-close, protected view of 

some of the most dangerous snakes in the world. The 

dreaded fer-de-lance, a relative of the Texas rattlesnake that 

lives in the -ropical lowlands and deciduous forests of Central 

America, rests in loose coils behind glass. This velvety-brown, 

aggressive pit vifer and its near relatives bite with little provo

cation, killing and injuring more people each year in the
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Americas than all the other 

species of venomous serpents s_ 

combined. "I think the scariest 

ones are the rattlesnakes," an- j 

nounces nine-year-old Nathan 

Hilton, as he stares in wide-eyed 

wonder at a sizable rattler. "When 

they open their mouths, their 

fangs are so big. I wouldn't want 

one of those to bite me!" 

Follow the youthful oohs and 

aaahs, accompanied by the con

stant clicking of camera shut

ters, to the Children's Zoo, where j 

six-year-old Anthony Hilton pets 
On their island near the zoo's cen 

Nigerian dwarf goats. With his gym. Highly intelligent and usual 
right hand stroking a baby goat's 

woolly back, Anthony flashes repeated "let's-take-it-home" 

looks at his mother. "He could spend the entire day right here," 

says Heather. "And if it were up to him, we'd take all these little 

animals with us when we go home."

iter, chimpanzees entertain themselves-and visitors-on an elaborate jungle
y quite extroverted, chimps communicate by hoots, grunts, and roars.

And wha: trip to the zoo would be complete without a visit to 

the bears? The Gladys Porter Zoo hosts its varieties in natu

ralistic rock grottoes with caves and waterfalls. The sleek 

Malaysian sun -ears are the smallest bears in the world, 

with adults around two feet 

tall. Covered with short, dense, 

black fur, the sun bears are 

bowlegged and have sickle

like claws for climbing trees.  

Nearby, a female spectacled 

bear, a rare and endangered 

species from remote areas of 

the Andes Mountains in South 

America, cavorts with her cub.  

Much to the delight of zoo 

patrons, the spectacled bears 

appear to peer through furry 

glasses.

A Mueller's gibbon (left) and a Sumatran orangutan live with their families on adjacent islands. Unlike the highly 
vocal gibbons, who make their presence known throughout the zoo, orangutans keep relatively silent. Male orang
utans have fatty cheek flaps and large air sacs hanging from their throats.

hether furry or 

fearsome, each an

imal at the zoo 

has its fans. Pat Burchfield 

says more people in the United 

States visit zoos each year than
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attend all professional sporting events combined. "While 

they're at the zoo, it's our job to educate them," he adds. "And 

the educational process begins with children. If we don't en

gender an appreciation for animals in the kids, we've lost the bat

tle and the war." 

To accomplish its mission of nurturing conservation ideals in 

the hearts and minds of the younger generation, the zoo dis

tributes more than 270,000 free tickets every year to preschool

ers and elementary school students from across South Texas.  

The zoo also operates programs like Students Teaching 

Students, in which local university students mentor high school

ers, who, in turn, assist junior high students in giving pres

entations to zoo visitors.  

Kids like 10-year-old Jonathan Hilton are getting the message.  

"I like going to the zoo because it's a great place to learn all about 

animals," he says. "Whenever I come here, I always check on my

The Children's Zoo encompasses the nursery, a corral, a glassed-in habi
tat for such critters as foxes and meerkats, and a petting area, where 
Nigerian dwarf goats welcome a back-scratching.  

favorite animals-the alligators, which have been around since 

the dinosaurs, and the toucans, who have beaks like rainbows.  

Once I know they're okay, then I can enjoy my visit."* 

Freelance writer MICHAEL BROCKWAY lives in Austin with his wife, 
Ann, and their two cats, Charlie and Wilma.  

A denizen of the forests near Lake Sam Rayburn, freelance photographer 
STEPHAN MYERS enjoyed exploring the Gladys Porter Zoo.

Gladys Porter Zoo

he Gladys Porter Zoo is in central Brownsville, about 
7 blocks from the Mexican border. From US 77 going 
south, turn right onto 6th St., and proceed past the first 

intersection (Ebony St.) to Ringgold St., and turn right. The zoo 
parking lot and entrance are immediately to the left, across the 
street from Dean Porter Park. All-day parking costs $2. No out
side food or drink is allowed inside the zoo. Except for an elevat
ed walkway above the crocodile exhibit, the entire facility is 
wheelchair accessible.

Hours: Daily 9-5, with some 
extended weekend and sum
mer hours. Admission: $6, 
$4.75 age 65 and older, $3 ages 
2-13, free age 1 and younger; 
20% discount for groups of 10 
or more, as well as for AAA 
and AARP members.  

Rent strollers, small wag
ons, and wheelchairs at The 
Oasis, the zoo's main conces
sion stand, near the entrance.

Three snack sites and mobile carts dispense a variety 
of food and drinks. The Safari Express II, the zoo's 
tour train, runs Sun 1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. and by appt.  
Fare: $1, 50 ages 2-13, free age 1 and younger.  

Near the exit, the Zoofari Market stocks an eclectic 
array of gifts and souvenirs. The extensive inventory 
includes a colorful selection of shirts, caps, posters, 
plush animals, and other toys. Many of the items 
cost about a dollar, but you can find more expensive 
mementos, too, including hand-painted ostrich eggs 
for $225.  

For more zoo information, write to 500 Ringgold 
St., Brownsville 78520; 956/546-2177. Web site: 
www.gpz.org.  

Docent Council 
Known as "Ambassadors of the Zoo," docents 

volunteer an average of 80 hours a year at the 
Information Booth, as tour guides, and as monitors at 
various exhibits. Others clean cages, prepare food for 
the animals, teach classes, or assist the staff during 
special events. The zoo provides a rigorous, 8-week 
training course for new docents, which includes class
room time and a 50-hour apprenticeship. For more 
information and an application form, call the 
Education Department at 956/548-9453.  

Valley Zoological Society 
Annual memberships (starting at $20 for individuals) in the 

alley Zoological Society (VZS) support zoo programs. Benefits 
include free admission to the Gladys Porter Zoo and free or dis
counted admission to more than 100 other zoos nationwide, 
including 10 in Texas. Members also receive the quarterly 
newsletter Zoo News, free parking, and discounts for children's 
classes. Call 956/546-7187.  

Special Events 
In May, the Zoobilee offers family-oriented fun with a mini

carnival, clowns, food, music, and more. In early October each 
year (Oct. 2-3, 1998), Zoofari raises more than $200,000 with 
sent, blackboard, and live auctions. Each year on Oct. 30-31, 
Boo at the Zoo features not-so-scary activities for kids ages 2-13.
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busy cook, bothered by a minor burn, breaks 
off a spiny, spear-like segment of a common 
houseplant perched on her kitchen win

dowsill. Slicing it open, she dabs a bit of its 
gelatinous fluid on her skin to ease the pain.  
Down the street, a neighbor uses the same 

remedy to soothe the searing sting of a bee, while a 
family member mixes the remainder of the leaf's 
sticky gel in a drink to treat a gastric ulcer.  

This multipurpose, transparent mucilage-de
rived from the unpretentious aloe vera plant-is the 
major ingredient in a growing number of cosmet
ics, shampoos, deodorants, lotions, and beverages.  
Scientists are now testing the plant for use in 
medicines to treat an astonishing array of human 
ailments: frostbite, poison ivy, diabetes, arthritis, 
hemorrhoids, sports injuries, viral infections, and 
athlete's foot. Though aloe vera closely resembles 
the agave, or century plant (Agave family), it is 
actually a member of the lily family (Liliaceae). A 
warden of water-thanks to its fleshy, succulent 
leaves-the plant is also often confused with cactus.  

Sword-like in shape, aloe leaves are usually stiff, 
gray-green, waxy, and armed with a double row of 
"sawtooth" spines. Under ideal conditions, the 
mature plants-between three and five years old
may bear leaves two-and-a-half-feet long that weigh 
up to three pounds each. Spiraling upward from 
succulent roots and a stout stem, the leaves form a 
spiked rosette, easily harvested from the plant's 
base with a knife.  

Grown for centuries as an "anything that ails 
you" folk remedy, aloe has a history of healing that 
harks back to clay tablets from 1750 B.C. Meso
potamia. Egyptian medical writings from around 
1500 B.C. tout the plant's relief of skin afflictions, in
fections, and constipation. The renowned Cleopatra,

Grown 

for centuries 

as an "a ny 

thing that 

ails you" 

folk remedy, 

aloe has a 

history of 

healing that 

harks hack to 

clay tablets 

from 1750 B.C.  

Mesopotamia.

whose beauty altered world events, supposedly pre
served and pampered her skin with aloe gel. Even 
Alexander the Great, though exhausted from his con
quest of Egypt in 332 B.C., may have pushed on to 
capture the island of Socotra in hopes that its abun
dant fields of aloe could heal the wounds of war.  

More than 350 species of aloe grow today in warm 
climates throughout the world, including Asia, the 
Americas, Australia, and Europe, but most species 
originated in the Mediterranean region. Aloe bar
badensis Miller (also known as Aloe vera and Aloe vul
garis)-the species most commonly associated with 
the term "aloe vera"-supposedly possesses the 
greatest curative powers. Its name derives from the 
Latin verea, meaning "true." 

Because aloe flourishes in hot, dry climates and 
loamy soil, Texas' Lower Rio Grande Valley offers a 
near-perfect locale for its year-round cultivation.  
Here, for several decades, vast, neatly manicured 
fields have lined US 83 near McAllen and Harlingen, 
as well as other Valley roads.  

According to Ray Henry, chairman of the Certifi
cation Committee of the International Aloe Science 
Council (IASC), an industry group, 94 percent of the 
nation's aloe crops are grown in the Rio Grande 
Valley. Excluding the cost of land and equipment, says 
Ray, South Texas growers realize around $42 million 
yearly from harvesting 2,000 acres. Gene Hale, IASC's 
managing director, says this translates into worldwide, 
raw-material sales of about $60 million to $75 million.  

But does this consumer demand reflect the en
durance of ancient folklore or a discerning inter
est in credible science? For herb-enthusiasts, aloe 
vera's long history as a home remedy is convincing 
enough proof of its worth. For the more skeptical, 
recent scientific research, which verifies the plant's 
medicinal powers, does the trick.
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f aloe vera grows in or near your home, you can explore 
its secret salve right in your own kitchen. Slice a leaf 
from the plant, and you'll see that it consists of three 
main parts: a thick, outer rind (the site of photosynthesis 
or plant sugar production); a thin, corrugated layer of 
tubules just beneath the rind (this contains a yellow latex 

called aloin, a potent laxative); and a gooey, gelatinous inte
rior (called gel) comprised of more than 99 percent water. The 
remaining percentage is a dissolved mixture of more than 200 
other substances.  

To isolate the gel, you have to cut away both the rind and the 
aloin layer. "You must be very careful not to bring your knife too 
close to the rind," says Dr. Yin-Tung Wang, an aloe researcher 
and professor at Texas A&M University in Weslaco. "If you get 
too much of the yellow aloin in your gel and ingest it, it can cause 
severe abdominal cramping and diarrhea. Rinsing the gel fillets 
[the inner leaf material] under running water for a few moments 
usually takes care of the problem.  

"I enjoy harvesting the fresh gel for my personal use, and I 
often blend it with fruit juices for a refreshing drink," continues Dr.

Wang. "Aloe is an important part of my daily health regimen." 
The rind, gel, and aloin each contain substances of potential 

benefit to human health. Although much remains to be learned, 
some components have been chemically identified: simple and 
complex sugars, vitamins, amino acids, fats, and crude fiber.  
Similar substances occur in many other plants, but aloe's com
ponents (particularly its sugars) have specific molecular 
shapes that appear to make them unusually effective.  

"Stories about aloe's ability to heal wounds are so miraculous 
as to seem more like myth than fact," says Dr. Ron Pelley, anoth
er aloe researcher. "Yet scientific studies verify that it has enor
mous therapeutic potential." 

According to such studies, specific compounds (or perhaps 
several compounds working together) in aloe can penetrate 
the skin, soothe pain, reduce inflammation, dilate capillaries (thus 
improving circulation), relieve itching, and enhance immune 
response. These effects may help explain why aloe helps heal 
burns (from heat as well as radiation), skin lesions, and frostbite.  

Even more startling is the growing scientific evidence that, 
when taken internally, certain components of aloe relieve the

I

Valley farmers reap aloe vera year round. Collecting only the plants' outer leaves, a human harvester makes a small cut at the base of each leaf and 
pulls it loose with a circular motion. Then, the leaves are loaded by conveyor, and afterward hauled to a nearby processing plant.
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loe vera can endure neglect that 
would reduce the typical house
plant to a lifeless twig. However, 
two environmental conditions often 
prove fatal: temperatures below 

30 degrees Fahrenheit and overwatering.  
Though aloe vera can be propagated 

by cuttings or seed germination, offsets 
(also called "pups"), which grow from 
the base of the "mother plant," are the 
easiest to grow.  

The pups, which may appear in 
clusters, can be severed-with a 
gardening tool or knife-as soon as 
the shoots develop roots. However, 
pups develop more quickly when allowed 
to grow alongside the "mother" until 
their leaves reach a length of at least 
one foot.  

Aloe plants kept indoors year round 
may thrive, but they typically grow more 
slowly. If aloe is cultivated in containers 
outdoors, the pots should be brought 
indoors at the first sign of cold weather.  

For aloe plantings in your garden or 
flowerbed, be sure to select a large, 
sunny to partly sunny location with good 
drainage, preferably sheltered from win
ter winds. To promote vigorous growth 
in containers, plant each aloe in a two-

to three-gallon container, or plan to 
repot every few months. (Like many 
plants, aloe vera easily becomes root
bound if its container is too small.)

n g 
To ensure excellent drainage, line 

the bottom of the container with small 
stones or other bulky, granular material.  

If possible, use soil that is coarse, a mix
ture of sand and potting soil, or a com
mercial product designed for succulents.  
Then, plant your selected offshoot at 
a stable, but shallow level (deep plant

f ing may lead to rotting), pack the soil 
gently, and water thoroughly.  

Always allow the soil to dry out com
pletely before rewatering (but water 
at least once a week during the hot sum
mer months). Fertilize regularly accord
ing to the manufacturer's label on most 
any mineral supplement designed for 
houseplants.  

Commercial aloe growers prefer to 
delay harvest until the leaves of mature 
plants reach a weight of about two pounds 
(about two feet long). A plant often yields 
three leaves, up to six times each year, 
depending on growing conditions.  

For garden plantings, weed control 
is a good idea, but insecticides are sel
dom needed. The acrid taste of certain 
chemicals in the plant's aloin acts as 
a strong repellent for most potential 
aloe pests.  

-Janet R. Edwards

pain and inflammation of arthritis, reduce the severity of some 
forms of asthma, reduce blood sugar in diabetic patients, and 
suppress the activity of certain types of bacteria, fungi, and 
viruses. In addition, aloe may protect hair follicles during 
chemotherapy, reduce stomach acids, and protect the lining of 
the gastrointestinal tract.  

And there's more.  
"Appropriately processed aloe has shown virtually no toxici

ty when taken internally or used externally," says Dr. Ivan E.  
Danhof, director of North Texas Research Labs in Grand 
Prairie. "It appears to be safe, except for those individuals who 
might be allergic to one or more natural or added compounds, 
such as a preservative." 

To meet a growing demand, aloe vera has become available 
in juices, gels, drinks, and capsules, not to mention a bewilder
ing banquet of cosmetics and creams.

"We carry more than 250 products," says Gary Harbison, co
owner with his wife, Lynn, of Aloe Vera Products, a wholesale/ 
retail/mail-order business in Weslaco. "Aloe vera can be 
added to a wide variety of formulations to improve shampoos, 
soaps, creams, vitamins, toothpaste, and even lipstick.  

"But our primary focus is relief of arthritis pain," Gary 
continues. "We never tell people that aloe will cure them, but 
close to 95 percent of our customers get at least some relief, 
and more than half have reported phenomenal results." 

Gary, 53, who was injured in an accident 32 years ago, knows 
the value of aloe vera firsthand. "Arthritis was just destroying 
me," he says. "I was on three different anti-inflammatory drugs 
a day, and they were eating at my stomach. My wife recom
mended aloe capsules, and I took them even though I thought 
they wouldn't work. After two months, the swelling and stiff
ness were greatly relieved."
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Estela R. Betancourt, office manager of Forever Living Products in Harlingen, informs these students of aloe vera's therapeutic powers. Not just for 
burns anymore, the useful succulent has proven effective in treating asthma, diabetes, and other diseases.

To date, government agencies have approved only two 
components of aloe for use. One product is being tested 
on humans in experimental trials. The other, acemannan® 

immunostimulant, an extract of aloe produced by 
Carrington Labs of Irving, has been conditionally 
approved by the USDA for veterinarians' use to treat 

feline leukemia and certain other pet cancers. If additional sci
entific studies continue to confirm aloe vera's medicinal pow
ers, other effective drugs could be on the horizon.  

In the meantime, as the industry attempts to meet public 
demand for aloe, it also grapples with myriad marketing and 
production problems. Much of the challenge stems from the 
inherent delicacy of aloe vera's chemical components.  

"Processing methods used by manufacturers can radically alter 
aloe's effects," says Dr. Pelley. "Though some methods are better 
than others, no currently available method-whether it is freeze
drying, spray-drying, filtration, regular pasteurization, or flash pas
teurization-preserves all of aloe vera's beneficial ingredients." 

Since aloe must be preserved and stabilized to prevent its 
contamination by bacteria and fungi, refrigeration of fresh aloe

appears to offer the best option for storage. However, even when 
standard food-safety guidelines are carefully followed, raw aloe 
gel stays fresh in a refrigerator for only a few days. That trait 
renders the raw gel unsuitable for mass-market distribution.  

If you can't-or don't want to-grow your own aloe, processed 
aloe is your only choice. Problem is, which brand and what for
mulation should you buy? After all, since one or more of aloe's 
ingredients may be missing from any given product, a prepara
tion that may relieve one ailment could fail to relieve another.  

Moreover, in the absence of complete, accurate, and 

descriptive labeling information, it's difficult to know the 
precise amount of aloe in a product, its approximate shelf 
life, and how much to use. Making matters worse is the out
right misrepresentation and mislabeling of products by 
some manufacturers.  

To combat this problem, concerned members of the aloe 
industry created the IASC to test and certify genuine aloe prod
ucts, provide educational materials and seminars on aloe 

research, and promote appropriate FDA oversight of aloe pro
duction, labeling, and product standards.
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Leaf Relief

Sources for processed aloe 
vera in the Rio Grande 
Valley include the following.  

Pharmaceutical Labs, Aloe 
Division, formerly Aloe Labora
tories, Inc. (retail and wholesale, 
IASC-certified products; 2 miles 
west of Harlingen, just off US 83), 
Box 831, Harlingen 78551; 956/ 
428-8416.  

Aloe Vera Products (retail, 
wholesale, and mail order, prod
ucts not IASC-certified), 2310 
S. International Blvd., Weslaco 
78596; 956/968-3711 or 800/ 
299-2563.  

Lily of the Desert (retail, 
IASC-certified products), 8726 
West Royal Lane, Irving 75063; 
800/229-5459.  

Dr. Outdoors (mail order, 
IASC-certified aloe), Box 2938, 
Harlingen 78551; 956/425-5380.  

Forever living Products (re
tail, information center, group 
demonstrations, and educational 
film on location only, IASC-certi-

fled products), Rt. 11, Box 672, 
Harlingen 78552; 956/425-2585.  

Valley Aloe Vera, Inc. (re
tail, wholesale, mail order, and 
tours of processing operations), 
Box 598, Weslaco 78599; 956/ 
968-3308.  

Books 
Note: Since claims about aloe 

vera's healing properties reflect a 
blend of ancient folklore and scientif 
icfact, it's best to try to verfy infor
mation by looking at several sources.  
The following publications may 
not be readily available in your 
library or bookstore; ordering 
information is included with each.  

Aloe Vera: The Inside Story by 
Bill Coats (Bank and Business 
Forms, 1995), $27 plus $5 shipping.  
Write to Coats Aloe International, 
2146 Merritt Dr., Garland 75041; 
972/278-9651.  

Remarkable Aloe by Dr. Ivan 
E. Danhof (Omnimedicus Press, 
1987), $9.95 plus shipping 
(varies). Write to 222 Southwest

2nd St., Grand Prairie 75051; 
972/263-1059.  

Aloe Vera: A Mission Discov
ered by Lee Ritter (Ritter, 1993), 
$13.95 plus $4.50 shipping/han
dling. Write to Triputic, Box 
116307, Carrollton 75011-6307; 
972/446-2563.  

Health and Medical Uses of 
Aloe Vera by Lawrence Plaskett 
(Life Sciences Press, 1996), $29.95 
plus shipping/handling (varies).  
Write to Aloe Commodities, Attn: 
Book Order, 12901 Nicholson Rd., 
Ste. 370, Farmers Branch 75234; 
972/241-4251.  

Additional Information 
The International Aloe Sci

ence Council, Inc. (IASC) is 
building a database of between 
2,500 and 5,000 medical articles, 
speeches, and research reports on 
aloe vera. The organization hosts 
regular educational seminars that 
feature specialists in aloe research 
from around the world. Write to 
415 E. Airport Freeway, Ste. 365, 
Irving 75062; 972/258-8772.

The Herb Research Foun
dation, a nonprofit, educational 
organization dedicated to promot
ing world health through herbs, 
provides custom research services 
on a wide range of topics related 
to botanicals, including aloe vera.  
Packets of information, collected 
from a library of more than 100,000 
articles, cost $7 each, or $5 each 
for foundation members. Write to 
the Herb Research Foundation, 
1007 Pearl St., Ste. 200, Boulder, 
CO 80302; 303/449-2265.  

Carrington Laboratories, Inc., 
a research-based pharmaceutical 
company, concentrates on two 
niches in the aloe vera market: 
products for the dressing and 
management of wounds and other 
skin problems, and research to 
develop complex carbohydrates.  
To locate the nearest pharmacy 
handling aloe vera products man
ufactured by this company, write 
to Carrington Laboratories, Inc., 
2001 Walnut Hill Lane, Irving 
75038; 972/518-1300 or 800/ 
527-5216.

This gooey gel fillet, which contains most of the plant's beneficial ingredi
ents, goes to show that you can't judge aloe by its prickly cover.  

"Fourteen of our products have received IASC certification, 
though we feel all of our products represent the highest quality 
available," says Luis Rodriguez, general manager of Pharma
ceutical Labs, Aloe Division (formerly Aloe Laboratories, Inc.),

in Harlingen. "Certification assures consumers that a product 
contains a minimum of 15 percent aloe vera. Many of our prod
ucts, however, including our processed gels and juices, contain 
up to 99 percent." 

Yet, because of aloe vera's complex chemical makeup, even 
IASC certification doesn't tell the whole story.  

"At present, chemical tests can only verify whether aloe is 
pure or adulterated," says Ron Pelley. "We don't know what 
aloe's active ingredients are." 

And so the mysterious qualities of this beneficial, botanical 
balm continue to elude and allure some of the best minds in 
medicine, biochemistry, and business, not to mention a blos
soming number of aloe-enthusiasts around the world.  

Meanwhile, assiduously manicured acres of aloe vera flourish 
beneath the broiling, South Texas sun. Whether or not you try 
aloe vera's glistening gel the next time you get blistered by El 
Sol or scrape the skin off a knee, one thing seems manifest: 
When it comes to healing, aloe vera is more than just a hardy 
houseplant. * 

Frequent contributors JAN EDWARDS and STEPHAN MYERS have col
laborated on a story about sand formations that is scheduled to appear 
next month.
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BY GENE FOWLER - PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH 

ACCLAIMED FOR HER ELEGANTLY 

crafted short stories that probe 
the characters' inner lives, the 
Pulitzer Prize-winner allowed 
that other Texans had scribbled 

d a memoirs and preserved "valu
able stories" and other "im

a r ti mensely interesting things" 
about the state. But she was the 
first Texan, she said, "born to 
the practice of literature." Ear
lier, she had taken the boast 
even farther, describing herself 

in a 1958 interview as "the first 
and only serious writer tlat Texas has produced." 

Proving such claims, of course, amounts to a subjective exer

cise. But the pronouncements speak volumes about Katherine 
Anne Porter's complex relationship with her home state. While 

she took considerable pride in her self-designated title as Texas' 

original literary pioneer. she also wanted readers to know that 

she had transcended the role. "Of course I'm not a regional 

writer," she said in 1958. "I don't know any first-rate person who 

is a regional writer." As she wrote to fellowTexas writer William 

Humphrey, "I got out of Texas like a bat out of hell at the earli

est possible moment and stayed away cheerfully half a life

time." Nonetheless, many of her best stories-"Noon Wine," 

"Pale Horse, Pale Rider," and "The Old Order" series, for 

instance-have Texas settings or reflect her childhood in the 

state. Because the Texas landscape she evoked reminds read

ers more of the Old South than the Wild West, however, 
Katherine Anne Porter has not been traditionally appreciated 

as a "Texas" writer. Skirmishes with the Texas Institute of 

Letters and the University of Texas over her literary reputation 

ani legacy only increased her sense of exile.  

Still, as biographer Joan Givner noted in her 1982 book, 
Katherine Anne Porter: A Life, the author "craved recognition in 

her native state." Most telling, perhaps, is the fact that she 

chose to core home at tie close of her long life. The inscription 

on Porter's tombstone in the Indian Creek cemetery, near 

Brownwood, reads, "In my end is my beginning." 
Tracing the author's life from that beginning has often frus

trated her many chroniclers; as Texas A&M University profes

At the Katherine Anne Porter Museum in Kyle, a photo taken in 1975 
by her nephew, Paul Porter of Houston, shows the writer on her 85th 
birthday. In 1920, long before fame arrived, she had written, "The 
money I make from my artist work would not keep me in shoe latchets, 
yet I live by it! It is bread, and air, and sleep and joy."

~

B ORN AND BURIED AT INDIAN CREEK, 

NEAR BROWNWOOD, THE RENOWNED 

WRITER FINALLY CAME FULL CIRCLE
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sor Sylvia Ann Grider put it, Porter possessed a "tendency to But when six-year-old Callie expressed theatrical ambition, 
fabulate." In interviews and biographical statements, she often according to a story she later told childhood friend Erna Johns, the 
lopped a few years off her age or misplaced the memory of an grandmother sought to banish the urge with a well-applied rod.  
ex-husband. And as Joan Givner writes, she revised the modest Nevertheless, Katherine Anne Porter retained a flair for 
circumstances of her often unhappy drama throughout her life. According to 
childhood and limited schooling, exalt- Joan Givner, she exuded "star quality" 

ing "her ancestral past, her family's at readings of her stories across the 

social status, [and] her early environ- country. "She wore gorgeous dresses, 
ment." When reporters unearthed parts added long evening gloves, large pic

of the real story, they printed exposes ture hats, and corsages as big as cab

with headlines such as "The Enchant- bages. She preferred to appear at the 

ing Liar," "Porter's Fibs," and "Rootless J. podium under a single spotlight." The 

Belle: Porter's False Self." effect was enhanced by her own natural 

beauty, which she showed off in glam

HE REAL KATHERINE ANNE PORTER our shots well into her sixties, when she T began life as Callie Russell Porter, was photographed for Vogue.  
born at Indian Creek on May 15, - In Kyle, Callie instructed neighbor

1890. Two years later, her mother, hood playmates to tie her to a stake for 

Mary Alice, died in her early thirties, a a make-believe burning i la Joan of Arc, 
tragedy that emotionally crippled Por- one of Porter's childhood heroines, 
ter's father, Harrison Boone Porter. In P along with Mary, Queen of Scots (who 

effect, little Callie lost both parents. met her end by ax rather than fire). A 

The widowed father and his four year at the Thomas School in San 

young children moved to Kyle, just Antonio, where the family moved some 

south of Austin, to the home of his time after Aunt Cat's death in 1901, con

mother, Catharine Ann Porter, whose name Callie later adopted c uded Callie's formal education. One summer, she acted with 

as Katherine Anne. During the nine years that the family lived a stock company in the Alamo City's Electric Park.  

with Aunt Cat, as the grandmother was known in Hays County, By 1905, the family had moved to Victoria, where K.R., as she 

a shifting cast of visiting relatives crowded into the six-room was calling herself by then (and, sometimes, Katherine), taught 

house. Katherine Anne Porter later transformed many of them classes in "music, physical culture, and dramatic reading." The 

into characters in her short stories. Aunt Cat served as a model following year, partly to escape her difficult family life, she mar

for the numerous strong women in her fiction, while Porter's ried J.H. Koontz of Inez. Though wedded bliss eluded what she 

father inspired several portraits of weak-willed males. She cre- later called her "preposterous first marriage," the union lasted 

ated the motherless character, Miranda Gay, who appears at nine years before ending in divorce. Toward the end, living in 

various ages in different stories, as her own fictional alter ego. Corpus Christi, Porter began to take her literary efforts more 

Callie's stern-visaged pioneer grandmother disciplined the seriously. In 1912, she published a poem, "Texas: By the Gulf of 

child, but she also inspired her granddaughter's early love of Mexico," in the Gulf Coast Citrus Fruit Grower. For the first 

make-believe. A natural storyteller, Aunt Cat embroidered tales of time, she encountered works by modern authors, such as 

earlier times, when the family had enjoyed better circumstances. Gertrude Stein, in a Corpus Christi bookstore she frequented.  

[ABOVE] In Mexico City in 1922, the often-dramatic Katherine Anne, with hair dyed blue, posed in a gown she had made herself.  

[FACING PAGE] As a youngster, Callie Russell Porter (at left, center photo) sat for a portrait with her sister Mary Alice and grandmother Catharine Anne Porter, 
whose name the author later adopted, and adapted, as her own. [ToP LEr] In the mid-1930s, during a rare return to Texas, Katherine Anne walked beside 
the San Marcos River with her father. [TOP RIGHT] Easter of 1917 found Porter in the Carlsbad sanatorium, near San Angelo, recovering from tuberculosis.  
[BOrTOM Lw] Renowned photographer George Platt Lynes took numerous glamour shots of Katherine Anne over the years. [BomM RIGHT] The working 
writer posed in 1966 with the requisite wads of paper behind her and in hand. Porter continued publishing until a short time before her death at age 90.
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In 1914, Porter fled her husband 

for Chicago, where she spent a few 

months working as an extra in si

lent films, but she found the work 

too strenuous. Her delicate health 

would plague her through much of 

her life. After returning to Texas, 
she attempted to support herself, her 

sister Gay, and Gay's children by per

forming songs and poems on an infor

mal circuit in East Texas and Lou

isiana. Diagnosed with tuberculosis 

in late 1915, she entered the state 

sanatorium at Carlsbad, just north

west of San Angelo, in 1916. There, 
she found an unexpected influence in 

a slightly older patient named Kitty 

Barry Crawford. A professional jour
nalist-unusual for women at the 

time-Crawford had covered Mexico 

for the San Antonio Express-News, 

and her stories undoubtedly sparked 

Porter's abiding interest in that country. More recently, 

Crawford and her husband had founded a paper called the Fort 

Worth Critic. The women entertained themselves by talking 

and, especially in Porter's case, telling stories.  

After Katherine Anne's recovery in 1917, she moved to Fort 

Worth and wrote movie reviews and general features for the Critic.  

The next year found her writing for the Rocky Mountain News in 

Denver, where she fell victim to the flu epidemic then sweeping 

the world. Porter drew upon the illness to fashion a stunning near

death experience in her story "Pale Horse, Pale Rider." The title 

comes from a song whose lyrics-"Pale horse, pale rider, done 

taken my lover away"- the character Miranda had heard sung 

by Texas cotton pickers. (Found in Chapter 6 of the Book of 

Revelations, the "pale horse" represents death.) 

Restored to health once more, in 1919 Porter landed in NewYork 

City, where she blossomed amongst the stylishly Bohemian 

Greenwich Village set. She wrote and published children's stories, 
worked as afilm studio publicist, and collaborated on a Mexican ballet.  

The ballet helped inspire Porter's move to Mexico City in 1920, 
where she was hired to write articles for the English-language

Magazine of Mexico. The country's 

long revolution had just concluded its 

10-year military phase, and she at

tended celebrations for the inaugura

tion of President Alvaro Obreg6n.  

Until she settled near Washington, 

D.C., in her last decade, Porter rarely 

lived anywhere for very long. But 

Mexico, a land she called "this sphinx 

of countries which for every fragment 

of authentic history yields two rid

dles," became very important to her.  

She remained south of the border 

about a year before returning to New 

York, but she traveled there again in 

1922, 1923, and 1930, staying the last 

time into 1931. Some of her finest sto

ries-including "Flowering Judas" 

and "Maria Concepci6n"-have Mex

ican settings. She wrote "Hacienda," 

about a European film crew making 

a movie on a Mexican pulque planta-

tion, after a visit to the set of Que Viva Mexico!, a film by Russian 

director Sergei Eisenstein. In his introduction to the anthology 

Gringos rn Mexico, editor Edward Simmen describes "Hacienda" as 

"a brilliantly complex portrayal of the generally negative results of 

the 1910 revolution seen at every level of Mexican society." 

After a brief spell back in Fort Worth in 1921, where she acted 

in community theater and wrote a newspaper column called 

"FashicA's Follies: Let's Go Shopping with Marie; See What We 

Can See" (she was nothing if not versatile), Porter resumed her 

self-imposed exile's trek. As the decade "roared" on, she lived in 

New Yz'rk and Connecticut and began publishing in magazines 

the short stories that became recognized as her greatest body 

of work. Her first book, Flowering Judas and Other Stories, 

appeared in 1930. A Guggenheim Fellowship enabled her to 

travel to Europe in 1931, and she spent the next five years in 

Berlin, Switzerland, and Paris, a city she loved.  

Yet her Texas roots remained evident even in some of her sto

ries set irt Europe. In "The Leaning Tower," for example, 
Charles Upton, a young man raised in Texas, visits Berlin 

because a friend, whose family had emigrated from Germany,

[ABOVE] Famed photographer Manuel Alvarez Bravo shot this portrait of Porter in the ancient Mexican town of Mixcoac in 1930, the same year her first 

book, Flowering Judas and Other Stories, appeared. Mexico deeply interested Porter and formed the setting for some of her finest short stories.
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An organization called the Katherine Anne Porter House Preservation 
Project hopes to buy Porter's childhood home, now for sale, and lease it 
to Southwest Texas State University. SWTSU would continue operating it 
as a museum and also use it for a writer-in-residence program.  

had described the country in highly idealistic terms. Though 
the story is about disillusionment, it provides an interesting per
spective on German settlers in Texas.  

Restlessness and a sense of adventure spurred Katherine 
Anne Porter's constant wandering. An endless parade of 
amorous disasters also fueled her rootlessness; she deeply 
regretted her physical inability to bear children and longed for 
the perfect relationship. As she neared 40, she told writer 
Malcolm Cowley that she had had 37 lovers and four husbands.  
(The usual spouse count for Porter is indeed four, but two of her 
husbands came along after she reached 40. Professor Darlene 
Unrue of the University of Nevada at Las Vegas may have found 
evidence of another husband while researching her forthcom
ing biography of the writer.) Unable to attain the ideal in her per
sonal life, Porter's "emotional center, the one continuing thread 
of her life,' in Joan Givners words, remained her work. After 
she became a celebrated literary figure, she often moved about 
as a wr_-er-in-residence at various universities.  

Travel also enabled Katherine Anne to view her roots in a dif
ferent light. "My time in Mexico and Europe served me in a way I

had not dreamed of," she later reflected. "It gave me back my past 
anc my own house and my people-the native land of my heart." 

She dic rot return to that land until 1936, when she paid 
respects a: her mother's grave at Indian Creek. A poem she wrote 
a: the cemetery indicates a reconciliation: "This time of year, this 
year cf all years, brought / The homeless one home again; / 
Welcomed, homeless no more." She came back again the next 
year, living ir Houston from December 1937 to April 1938, and 
with her father and sister Mary Alice made a melancholic visit to 
the former family home in Kyle. At the Old Settlers Reunion in 
San Marcos, Katherine Anne made a speech, introduced to the 
crowd as "the littlest Porter girl, the curly-haired one." 

The write-'s peace with Texas suffered a breach in 1939, the 
year the Texas Institute of Letters nominated Pale Horse, Pale 
Rider (the book included the title story plus "Noon Wine" and 
"Old Mortality") for its annual award for the best Texas book.
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The "refugee from Indian Creek," as interviewer Hank L6pez 
dubbed Porter, felt snubbed when the institute awarded the 
prize to a less-widely-praised work, Apache Gold and Yaqui 
Silver, by J. Frank Dobie. At least one critic has recently opined 
that, in 1939, Katherine Anne Porter's work just wasn't "macho" 
enough for the Texas Institute of Letters.  

To make amends, the institute invited her to speak at its meet
ings in 1950 and 1956, but Porter declined. Then, in 1962, the 
group presented its best-book award to her only novel, Ship of 

Fools. (Today, however, readers and critics alike generally con

sider the lengthy novel, which took Porter 30 years to write, a 

lesser accomplishment than her shorter 

fiction.) When the institute invited her 
again in 1964, she accepted and traveled 

to Dallas for the meeting, but a sudden ill

ness kept her from the podium.  
She did speak at the University of 

Texas in 1958, a successful appearance 

that led to an unfortunate misunder
standing. At the time, university officials 

were building the 20th-Century literary 

collections that would later go into the 

esteemed Harry Ransom Humanities 
Research Center. Inviting Porter to place 

her own papers at UT, the university also 
proposed the establishment of a Kath

erine Anne Porter Library on the Austin 

campus. Porter thought they had offered 

to name an entire building for her; when 

she learned UT meant only to grace a collection with her name, 
she canceled plans to relocate to Austin and decided to deposit 

her extensive archive elsewhere. Eventually, the Porter papers 

found a home at the University of Maryland.  

More pleasant circumstances brought Katherne Anne back to 

Texas in 1976, when Howard Payne University in Brownwood cel

ebrated her 86th birthday with a symposium cn her work and 

awarded her an honorary doctor of letters degree. In her banquet 

speech, Porter talked about a 1922 exhibition in Mexico City of 

Mexican folk art, for which she had written the catalog. Years later, 
wondering what had become of it, she claimed to have run across 

the complete exhibit in Paris. "Nothing is ever lost," she told the 

assembly. Joan Givner observed that the artist came "full circle" 

that day. Four years later, the writer died in Silver Spring, Maryland.  

Since her death in 1980, when Katherine Anne made her final 

trip home to Indian Creek, where she was buried next to her moth

er, a lively chorus of Porter fans has called for an increased appre

ciation in her native state of Texas' "first writer." In 1984, the

University of Texas at Arlington held a symposium devoted to her 
work. Four years later, a conference at Texas A&M University 
focused on the strained relationship between the writer and 
Texas. In a paper titled "The Homeless One Home Again," 
A&M professor Sally Dee Wade pointed out that, despite some of 
Porter's own statements, identifying her work with its regional 
source "is certainly no denigration of her literary talent." In 
"Estranging Texas," which cited the author's "skillful combination 
of estrangement with nostalgia," A&M professor Janis P Stout 
spoke of Porter's complex feelings about her roots. And in a warm 
remembrance of his complicated aunt, Paul Porter of Houston 

recalled the family's astonishment when 
she returned from Paris in the 1930s with 
rouged earlobes.  

Texas A&M University Press published 
the symposium papers, under the title 
Katherine Anne Porter and Texas, An Uneasy 

E Relationship, in 1990. University of North 
Texas professor James TE Tanner followed 
with The Texas Legacy of Katherine Anne 

E Porter, published by UNT Press in 1991.  
Tanner argues that critics have overem

phasized the "Southern" and "genteel" 
aspects of her fiction. "Her wanderings 
over the earth notwithstanding," he writes, 
"Katherine Anne Porter was a Texas writer 

first and foremost.... It is high time that 

the eyes of Texas should be upon her." 

Kyle residents David and Yana Bland 

heartily applauded that sentiment by purchasing and restoring 

Aunt Cat Porter's former home. In 1995, with considerable sup

port from the local community, the literature-loving couple 

opened the 1890 house to the public as the Katherine Anne Porter 

Museum. "The more we learned about her," says David, a free

lance editor who restores old houses as a hobby, "the more we 

knew we had to do it." Yana, an economist, adds, "She began writ

ing when she lived here. She was only a child at the time, but she 

was a very imaginative child." 
In the museum's cozy interior of pine floors and oak walls, por

traits, photographs, and copies of Porter's books foster a sense of 

her presence. Each May 15, the museum throws its namesake a 

birthday party. Otner annual events include the Katherine Anne 

Porter Literary Festival in December. Aspiring authors enter 

manuscripts in the festival contest, and winners in student and 

adult categories receive copies of Porter's books as prizes.  

In 1997, the noble task of maintaining the home as a museum 

began to present an economic burden to the Blands. Currently,

Porter's only novel, Ship of Fools, was published in 1962. Four years later, her Collected Stories won her the Pulitzer Prize. Yet in correspondence with 
the University of Texas in 1959, she had written that she would rather have had a library named for her than to have received even the Nobel Prize.
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Katherine Anne Porter

he Katherine Anne 
Porter Museum is at 
508 W. Center St. in Kyle.  

Kyle s 15 miles south of Austin.  
just west of Interstate 35. Hours 
(subject to change): Sat 10-1, and 
by apot. Admission: Free. The 
museum is wheelchair accessible.  
but with difficulty. Write to the 
Katherine Anne Porter Museu-, 
508 W. Center, Kyle 78640; 512/ 
268-2220.  

For information about the 
Katherine Anne Porter House 
Preservation Project, write to 
the project at 1717 N. Burleson 
St., Kyle 78640; 512/262-1110 
or 24E -2395.  

The Southwestern Writers 
Collection is on the 7th floor 
of:he Albert B. Alkek Library a: 
Soitkwest Texas State Univer
sity in San Marcos. From the 
town square, go nor-h on LBJ St.  
to the campus entrance, and 
obtain a parking permit and direc
tions at the guard booth. Hours: 
Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 1-5. Sun 2-5.  
Wheelchair accessible. Write to 
the Southwestern Writers Colley
tion, Albert B. Alkek Library, 
SWTSU, San Marcos 78666; 512.' 
245-3861 or 245-2313.

The Katherine Anne Porter 
Society publishes a newsletter 
on Porter research and activities.  
Send $10 (annual dues) to the KAP 
Society/UNLV _ 

Foundation, c/o To, 

Darlene Unrue, Blanco 

Dept. of English, 
University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas, 
NV 89154-5011. 12

Other Sites 
The Inn Above 

Onion Creek, on 
Farm-to-Market 
Road 150 between

and supper included; weekdays 
offer a 20% discount. Children 
age 13 and okler welcome; no 
pets; no smoking. Write to the

Austin 
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Kyle and Driftwood, honors the 
writer with a room named for her.  
"We decorated the room with 
items that convey a sense of her 
spirit," says proprietor Janie Orr.  
"There are childhood photos, a 
manual typewriter, and collections 
of her stories. It's a very romantic 
room." The Katherine Anne 
Porter Room is on the 2nd floor; 
only the 1st floor is wheelchair 
accessible. The B&B was featured 
as inn of the month in the April 
1995 issue of Country Inns mag
azine. On weekends, rates for 
the inn's 8 rooms range from 
$125-$225 per night, breakfast

Inn Above Onion 
Creek, 4444 
Hwy. 150 West, 
Kyle 78640; 
800/579-7686.

At Sea World 
in San Antonio, 

Mn2 watch for the life
os Martindale size bronze sta

To Ruling tue of Porter 
and1o by Lubbock-born 

KELLEYGRAPHIE sculptor Glenna 
Goodacre. The 

work joins statues of Sam Hous
ton, Lyndon Johnson, Babe 
Didrikson Zaroarias, and Scott 
Joplin in the "Texas Walk" sculp
ture garden.  

Books 
Look in your library or book

store for the following books: 
The Collected Stories of Katherine 
Anne Porter (Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich, 1979); Katherine Anne 
Porter: A Life by Joan Givner 
(Simon and Schuster, 1982; Univ.  
of Georgia Press, 1991); Under
standing Katherine Anne Porter 
by Darlene Unrue (Univ. of South

Carolina Press, 1989); Katherine 
Anne Porter: A Sense of the Times 

by Janis P Stout (University 
Press of Virginia, 1995); Katherine 
Anne Porter's Poetry ed. by Darlene 
Unrue (Univ. of South Carolina 
Press, 1996); and Critical Essays on 
Katherine Anne Porter ed. by 
Darlene Unrue (G.K. Hall & Co., 
1997). Katherine Anne Porter and 
Mexico (Univ. of Texas Press, 
1992) by Thomas Walsh is the 
definitive work on Porter's ex
periences in Mexico. Watch for 
Darlene Unrue's biography of 
Porter, due from Henry Holt in 
late 1998.  

Katherine Anne Porter and Tex
as, An Uneasy Relationship ed. by 
Clinton Machann and William 
Bedford Clark (Texas A&M Univ.  
Press, 1990; $31.50) and The Texas 
Legacy of Katherine Anne Porter by 
James T E Tanner (Univ. of North 
Texas Press, 1991; $19.95) can be 
ordered from Texas A&M Univ.  
Press, John H. Lindsey Bldg., 
Lewis St., College Station 77843
4354; 800/826-8911. Postage and 
handling charges vary; Texas resi
dents must add 8.25% sales tax; 
MasterCard, VISA, Amex, and 
Discover cards accepted.

a group of Hays County citizens, banded together as the 
Katherine Anne Porter House Preservation Project, is raising 
funds to purchase the home from the couple and further restore 
it. The group would then lease the house to Southwest Texas 
State University in San Marcos; the university plars to contin
ue museum operations and to conduct a writer-in-residence pro
gram at the home. The Southwestern Writers Collection at 
SWTSU already houses a small collection of Porter memorabil
ia (including her recipe for mole poblano).  

T HE APPEAL OF KATHERINE ANNE PORTER REACHES FAR BEYOND 

the halls of ivy, however. At New York's First International 
Fringe Festival this past summer, the Deep Ellum 

Ensemble, a company of Dallas actors transplanted to the Big 
Apple, performed an adaptation of her story "The Jilting of 
G-anny Weatherall." Both the story and the show take the audi
ence on a stream--of-consciousness ride through the mind of an 
elderly woman on her deathbed, as she recalls her life and

I loves, both good and bad. "I first read the story in my senior 
English class at Rockwall High School," says ensemble director 
Matthew Earnest. "The emotional power of the subject ap
pealed to me immensely. It struck me as very theatrical-and 
very Texan. Katherine Anne Porter was simply one of the 
greatest American storytellers." 

Manhattan critic Edward Hayman agreed. "Granny," he 
wrote, "is a woman of the Texas soil, [an] insightful choice to 
give New York a rare taste of the real South, something deeper, 
richer, and more authentic than the stereotypes that commonly 
find their way to stages here." 

How long will readers continue to enjoy that "deeper, richer" 
world of Katherine Anne Porter? In the words of Tarleton State 
University professor Tom Pilkington: "As long as the English lan
guage and the printed word endure."* 

GENE FOWLER wrote about the excavation of La Salle's ship La Belle 
in the November issue.  

GRIFF SMITH photographed November's story on Bryan-College Station.
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_ fiery Jaxruary, 
the pilgrimage begins. Via 1 
any of Texas' highways lead

ing south to the Rio Grande Valley, con
voys of RVs and campers surge like a 
vehicular tidal wave toward our state's 
semitropical winter haven. "The Valley," 
as visitors and residents fondly refer to it, 
has become one of the country's favorite 
winter destinations. While snow and 
sheets of ice blanket much of the nation's 
northern sectors, clear skies and bright 
sunshine bring warm days and temper
a:e nights to salubrious South Texas.  

For majy people, the Valley has a 
magical, magnetic appeal. This phe
nomenon may originate from its distinc
tive, cooperative blending of Mexican, 
European, and Native American cul
tures, a lively combination that renders 
the Valley more than a mix of its 
parts... a sort of country of its own.  

Moreover, a medley of activities fes
tive enough to melt away memories of 

the dreariest of winters awaits those 
with the time and sagacity to travel 
here-shopping, birding, hiking, festi
vals galore, museum browsing, nature 

study, dining, and picking your own cit
rus. In this overview, we'll sample the W 
bicultural flavor of the South Texas bor
der towns from Brownsville to Mission.  

Valley visitors traveling south on US T 
77 toward the Rio Grande-the mean

A Lower Rio Grande Valley resaca mirrors 
a twice-tropical image of stately palms 
and blue sky.
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dering waterway that shapes the border 
we share with Mexico-first encounter 
the city of Harlingen. A gracious host to 
all who enter, this thriving community 
cultivates a casual, yet vibrant lifestyle 
against its Pan-American setting.  

Modern thoroughfares, graced by 
swaying palms and manicured medians, 
lead to a variety of attractions, including 
the Jackson Street Antique District.  
This revitalized area abounds with 
shops brimming with irresistible col
lectibles, crafts, dolls, glassware, jewel
ry, vintage clothing, fine antiques, and 
more. Sidewalk benches, interspersed 
with beds of colorful flowers and old
fashioned streetlights, invite you to sit 
and soak in the scene.  

At the Rio Grande Valley Museum, 
across town near the airport, you can 
learn about the region's compelling 
story, which evolved under the flags of 

Spain, Mexico, the Republic of Texas, 
the Confederacy, and the United States.  
Highlights here include the Paso Real 
Stagecoach Inn, a white, wooden struc
ture (originally located on the banks of 
the Arroyo Colorado) that recalls the tri
als of traveling by horse and wagon dur
ing the 1870s. You can also see the rus
tic home and personal memorabilia of 
Lon C. Hill, Harlingen's visionary found
er, credited with first recognizing the 
Valley's agricultural potential.  

Bicultural Brownsville, Texas' south
ernmost major city, lies some 27 miles 
south of Harlingen on US 77. Situated 
on the banks of the Rio Grande, this 
community pulsates with ethnic flavor, 
one set of roots firmly planted in the 
United States, the other deeply an
chored in Mexico. In fact, first-time vis
itors here might easily imagine they 
have already crossed the border.  

Make a beeline to the downtown area 

[cLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT] Sea dogs and mermaids, 
heed the call, but it's just another day at the 
beach for historic Port Isabel Lighthouse. At 
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge, trees draped 
with Spanish moss evoke a mysterious mood.  
Dawn at Boca Chica, where the Rio Grande spills 
into the Gulf of Mexico, means a new day for sun
ning in the Valley. Look, but don't touch: Pretty, yet 
perilous, prickly pear cacti blossom beautifully.

28



pp 

4s 

-- A, A ; 

'+c?, t' . i .r ' FL 7 .}:1 { l a s ,. s 7a 

a 1- r "t:+ : . P- K S , ' -i. z, ,' ir , .'{1 ,.- i 

'w2 ', , .' !t s , , : j ;, v.  

i m :. Y 7.",e ? ; ' s ' t " 4y , ,,,. ; r ,p 

r 

~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t \ " fAs 

r4 d" i..\' " i "h . _ 1 ,. r' , Ii . .  

aylley ha av maicl manei appea 'l .F M F Cf E ; lt 

'*t k'9. -" .i F ,;{. ti .,^ l : 

A. P1AW r n 1- {" , p. ' ' -ti: .- r 
a-,N :7 " S y; !> i t.+ f, ; 

-+ -3



Hill House, once the home of Lon C. Hill, founder of Harlingen and an agricultural visionary, wel
comes visitors to the Rio Grande Valley Museum Complex.

for the best of this cultural blending.  
The city's historic center not only lives, 
but thrives. Business names and banners 
hanging from rows of buildings with col
orful awnings attract shoppers from both 
sides of the river.  

Laden with everything from toys to 
groceries, thousands of Americans and 
Mexicans make their weekly rounds 
along the city's narrow streets, pausing 
to speak with friends or admire the latest 
fashions in storefront windows.  

The Historic Brownsville Trolley 
Tours, which introduce visitors to the 
city's highlights on air-conditioned 
buses designed to resemble turn-of-the
century streetcars, prove a good way to 
get to know this bustling, border burg.  
On the Historic Downtown Tour, you 
travel to 30 of Brownsville's nearly 100 
recognized historic sites, including 
the Immaculate Conception Cathedral.  

This majestic tribute to Gothic archi
tecture, built in 1854 by French Oblate 
missionaries, still holds Mass in Spanish.  
City Hall, built in 1850 and still serving its 
civic function, once housed the local mar
ketplace, too. You'll also take a look at the 
Celaya residence, one of the area's first 
homes with indoor plumbing, and still 
the grande dame of Brownsville's elegant 
turn-of-the-century dwellings.  

The Port of Brownsville Tour lends 
insight into the city's shipping industry.  
You'll journey past giant ships and dry

docks, cavernous warehouses, and mod
ern manufacturing facilities, monu
ments to the waterborne commerce so 

vital to the city's livelihood. The newest 
tour, of historic churches, makes 20
minute stops at four sanctuaries built 
between 1854 and 1927, including the 
aforementioned cathedral.  

At 641 E. Madison, the old Southern 
Pacific Railroad Depot, an outstanding 
example of Spanish Colonial Revival ar
chitecture, houses the Historic Browns

ville Museum. Among the notable arti
facts displayed here is the San Pedro 
Motor Chapel, a mobile, wooden altar 
transported to area ranches for Mass in 
the early 1900s by the Oblate of Mary 
Immaculate fathers.  

In addition, an 1870 Baldwin wood
burning, narrow-gauge railroad locomo
tive, the last of its kind in the world, will 
soon be ready for visitors' inspection.  
This diminutive choo-choo chugged the 
22 miles between Point Isabel (now Port 
Isabel) and Brownsville from 1872 to 
about 1918, providing the Valley's only 
reliable distribution of steamship cargo 
arriving from large Eastern seaports.  

If you love nature, don't miss the 
Sabal Palm Audubon Center and Sanc
tuary just outside of Brownsville, the 
largest and best-preserved acreage of 
Texas sabal palm forest remaining in 
the United States (see "Palm Grove 
Primeval," February 1996). Home to a

wealth of wildlife, including birds like 
green jays and chachalacas, this rare, 
native habitat may resemble the scenery 
first witnessed by early Spanish explor
ers. (The sanctuary also provided loca
tions for early Tarzan movies.) 

Wild creatures also find sanctuary 
at the Gladys Porter Zoo (see "Browns
ville and the Beasts," page 4), where 
indoor and outdoor exhibits house some 
1,600 animals from Asia, Indo-Australia, 
Africa, and the Americas, including many 
endangered and threatened creatures 
like the Jentink's duiker (a small African 
antelope) and the jaguarundi (a long
tailed, South American wildcat).  

Returning to Harlingen, head west on 
US 83, a route that could well be renamed 
"Palm Freeway." For 60 miles, towering 
palm trees line the road, adding their 
tropical flair to the Valley's wide-open 
spaces. To farmers and fruit-lovers, the 

sight of anything green growing along
side the road bespeaks the Rio Grande's 

cardinal contribution to the region: a fer
tile floodplain. Before extensive canals 
were built along the river during the ear

ly 1900s, regular floods gradually deposit
ed broad deltas of loose, loamy soil, an 
ideal medium for the area's more than 40 
commercial crops.  

With plentiful irrigation from the 
river, the Valley enjoys consistent, gen
erous yields of onions, cabbages, car
rots, corn, oranges, grapefruit, sor
ghum, cotton, and sugarcane, among 
other crops. By the turn of the century, 
agriculture had begun to build a solid 
economic base here and today provides 
an estimated one billion dollars annual
ly to the region, not to mention delicious 
additions to the nation's dinner plates.  

Harvested primarily by hand be
tween November and May, the produce 
finds its way north by truck and railway 
to feed and clothe folks across the 
nation. Residents and Valley visitors are 
even luckier, as farmers' markets and 
roadside stands offer a wide selection of 
delectable fruits and vegetables year 
round (some from Mexico), includ
ing papaya, watermelon, broccoli, cau
liflower, and pineapple, at very reason
able prices.
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IF arther west along US 83, you pass through a collage of communi
ties, most of them touting at least one pri
vate RV park. In fact, thousands of RV and 
trailer accommodations are available in 
almost every town along this well-trav

eled roadway. Even so, it's wise to make 
reservations as far in advance as possible.  
The reason? Every year, from as early as 
October until March, some 100,000 Win
ter Texans-from Canada to Corsicana, 
and points in between-travel to the Val
ley en masse. Their two- to six-month vis
its contribute millions of dollars ($250 
million in 1995-96) to the local economy.  

"This past winter, we chose to visit 
the Rio Grande Valley instead of Flor
ida," says Dee Yost of Sparta, Michigan.  
"The RV park we found in Harlingen 
organized square dancing, bike riding, 
bingo, gospel hymn singing, woodwork
ing classes, and musical entertainment.  
The weather was pleasant, but more 
than anything, we enjoyed the people we 
met. Even the store clerks were friendly 
and helpful.

early 1900s, and a vintage oxen cart used 
for hauling tons of block salt (mined in 
nearby Sal del Rey) from Weslaco to the 
river for overseas transport.  

If you're looking for a choice souvenir 
to take home, don't miss Sunderland's 
Cactus Gardens, Inc., north of US 83 in 
the town of Alamo. This quintessential 
kingdom of cactus offers more strange 
and spectacular species per square yard 
than you could ever dream possible.  
Owners Harry and Viola Sunderland 
cheerfully answer your questions about 
planting, propagating, and pruning the 
prickly profferings. Even if you don't 
buy anything, take a stroll through the 
garden, where more than 1,000 of these 
perfectly adapted desert plants, includ
ing graceful ocotillo, yucca, and 25-foot 
columnar cacti, adorn stone-lined beds.  

When you reach the city of Pharr a 
few miles west, set your watch for a tour 
of the Old Clock Museum and Shop.  
In this quaint little place, which holds 
more than 2,000 German, French, and 
American antique clocks, time seems

hear it play, Josephine obligingly opens 
the lid and places a platter-size, metal 
disc on the well-worn turntable. She 
smiles as "La Paloma" (her favorite) and 
"The Blue Danube," along with a bevy 
of other songs from bygone years, 
chime sweetly upon the air once again.  

If nostalgic music is your "thing," 
Pharr offers another unusual stop, 
Smitty's Jukebox Museum, where four 
dozen carefully restored (and working) 
beauties sing out your favorite oldie for 
the price of a nickel (see "The Jive on 
the Jukes," November 1997).  

For those who feel the need to flee civ
ilization, or at least want to watch the 
feathery creatures who do it well, travel 
farther south (via FM 907) to the Santa 
Ana National Wildlife Refuge. Here, 
nearly 400 species of birds, many of 
which you won't see anywhere else in 
the United States, find permanent or 
temporary refuge-foraging, courting, 
resting, keeping warm, and sometimes 
raising young in subtropical forest habi
tat that covers some 2,000 acres.

"We also appreciate being called 
Winter Texans instead of Snow Birds," 
Dee adds. "The phrase makes me feel 
more like a welcome guest, rather than 
an intruder." 

Both Winter Texans and "regular" 
Texans alike enjoy sampling bits of pre
served history from the Valley's mid-sec
tion. They can do just that at the Weslaco 
Bicultural Museum, where a giant paint
ing of the flag-raising at Iwo Jima during 
World War II makes a memorable impres
sion. (The original working model of Dr.  
Felix de Weldon's famous bronze Iwo 
Jima War Memorial in Arlington National 
Cemetery stands at the Marine Military 
Academy near Harlingen International 
Airport.) Inside the museum, you find 
such charming items as a mail-sorting 
desk used by Weslaco's first postmistress, 
a "ball-on-a-pedestal" bank safe from the

to stand still. Josephine Shawn 
manages her late husband Jim's 
collection.  

"Jim was crazy about clocks," 
says Josephine. "He wanted to 
make sure folks would have a 
chance to see early timepieces 
from many parts of the world, 
not just read about them. We 
also repair old clocks, if you can 
give us plenty of time." 

One clock here dates to 1492, 
while a 100-year-old, Swiss
made music box proves an un
expected bonus. If you'd like to 

The Historic Brownsville Museum's 
Rosalinda Garza pauses at a "motor 
chapel;' a portable altar used in the 
early 1900s for Mass at area ranches.
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D tiing the Rio Grande Valley's winter sea
son, tourists by the tens of 
thousands take time to savor 
firsthand the amusements and 
amenities of nearby Mexico.  
Several Texas border towns 
shake hands daily with their 
Mexican counterparts, yet two 
destinations, Nuevo Progreso 
and Matamoros, earn consis
tently high ratings for their 
value-priced merchandise and 
delicious dining.

The phrase "shop 'til you 
drop" surely must have origi
nated with a shopper discover
ing Nuevo Progreso (usually 
called simply Progreso). Few 
places offer a cornucopia of 
collectibles to rival this tourist 
town. As you drive south and 
east from Pharr on US 281, 
the flat, fertile farmland yields 
no clues as to what lies ahead.  

Suddenly, several large U.S.  
Customs buildings pop up on 
the horizon. A few hundred 
yards beyond them looms the 
International Bridge over the 
Rio Grande. Here, in one of 
several spacious parking lots, 
you can park your vehicle 
and take a five-minute walk 
over the bridge. You can also 
drive across, but the traffic in 
Progreso is so congested that 
even the slowest pedestrian 
can usually outpace the bump
er-to-bumper traffic.  

Visitors to Progreso are 
greeted by rows of colorful, 
concrete buildings shoe
horned together. Bold signs 
announce the services of 
more dentists and physicians 
per block than most American 
cities boast within a square 
mile. Sidewalks packed with 
vendors boast a menagerie 
of novelty items-pottery,

pinatas, papier-mache parrots, 
artfully carved hardwoods, 
hand-blown glass, embroidered 
clothing, faux-ivory figurines, 
and armadillo-leather purses, 
interspersed with shoe-shine 
stations and snack wagons. If 
there has ever been a Mexican 
town built with the American 
tourist in mind, this is it.  

Groups of musicians wear
ing boots and cowboy hats 
serenade passersby, their deep 
voices harmonizing with the

lively rhythms of well-worn 
fiddles, xylophones, and over
sized guitars. Dark-haired 
women cradle sleeping babies 
in colorful slings as they sell 
their wares from shaded, 
curbside booths. The aromas 
of roasted corn, fried tortillas, 
and fresh-baked pastries will 
tempt you to stop and eat in 
one of several coffee shops, 
bakeries, and restaurants 
along the busy streets.  

Refreshed, you'll soon be 
pounding the pavement again, 
but by midafternoon, many 
shoppers take refuge from the 
warming sun inside one of 
several giant, air-conditioned 
department stores where help
ful employees sell glassware, 
leather goods, furniture, pot
tery, wall hangings, clothing, 
and hand-painted table orna
ments. These super-size novel
ty stores also frequently fea
ture well-stocked pharmacies.  

"Many Winter Texans find 
unusual gifts and one-of-a
kind decorator items for their 
homes," says Sue Prestidge 
of Eagan, Minnesota. "And 
when your feet get tired, you 
can sit down and enjoy an 
authentic, mouth-watering 
Mexican meal at places like 
Arturo's Restaurant or Garcia's."

A visit to Matamoros, across 
from Brownsville, can prove 
equally rewarding. For con
venient access (traffic here 
is even more congested than 
in Progreso), park near the 
International Bridge on the 
U.S. side, and walk the short 
distance over the river. The 
moment you arrive, be pre
pared for a cadre of taxi drivers 
eagerly offering transportation 
(for a modest fee) to any shop 
or restaurant you name.  

"Matamoros is wonderful 
for specialty Mexican goods," 
says Pal De La Garza, a long
time resident of Corpus Christi 
and an advisor for the National 
Association of Senior Friends.  
"Many of us can't wait to go 
to the mercado, near the bridge, 
so we can shop for leather 
purses and silver goods. Oth
ers in our group go for the 
basics, like cookies, crackers, 
kitchen gadgets, brooms, and 
soaps. I like to buy all my ta
male supplies there-cumin, 
black pepper, chile ancho 
[dried red peppers], and corn 
shucks in bulk. I also stock 
up on cinnamon, vanilla, and 
cloves for Christmas. Every
thing is so inexpensive!" 

Apart from the market, 
two Soriana stores offer an 
unbeatable combination of

convenience, selection, and 
competitive prices. If you're 
willing to pay more, you'll 
find the finest quality silver 
jewelry, arts, and crafts from 
throughout Mexico at Barbara's, 
a business founded 25 years 
ago by the Sampayo family.  

Though most tourists de
vote their time in Matamoros 
to a day-long shopping spree, 
many stay for dinner at one 
of the city's fine restaurants.  
Los Portales, Secos y Mojados, 
Arturo's, Las Tablitas, Los 
Nortehos, and Garcia's Restau
rant, among others, offer fla
vorful food, pleasing decor, 
and genial service.  

When your bags are brim
ming with more than you 
think you can possibly carry, 
it's time to head for home.  
Tired, but triumphant with 
your bargain-priced treasures, 
you trundle back across the 
bridge, thinking of family and 
friends who might enjoy them.  
For many Winter Texans vis
iting the Rio Grande Valley, 
this will be only one of several 
across-the-border excursions.  
As always, a pilgrimage to 
Nuevo Progreso or Matamoros 
promises pleasurable dining, 
phenomenal shopping, and 
plenty of fun.  

-Janet R. Edwards

/1/1<1 

Singing vaqueros provide a charming soundtrack in Nuevo Progreso, Tamaulipas, 
Mexico.

Texas Highways32



One of the last remaining parcels of 
Mid-Valley riparian woodland on the 
Lower Rio Grande, this refuge offers a 
well-marked system of intersecting 
trails. Popular among these is the path to 
Willow Lake, with its sturdy piers and 
spacious observation gazebo.  

Silvery garlands of Spanish moss 
drape Santa Ana's Rio Grande ash and 
cedar elm trees. Endangered or threat
ened species like the black-spotted newt, 
Mexican tree frog, and Texas indigo 
snake, all harmless, slink along the forest 
floor, while raccoons, foxes, and armadil
los forage at the river's edge. During the 
winter, an interpretive tram tour, lasting 
a little more than an hour, introduces vis
itors to the plants and animals of the 
refuge's more remote sections.  

If you hanker for a little more Valley 
history, head north on US 281 to the 
Hidalgo County Historical Museum in 
Edinburg. This handsome building was 
the county jail from its construction in 
1909 until 1922 (see "Old Jailhouse 
Museums," October 1997). It now hous-

es more than 7,000 square feet of 
exhibits depicting life in the Rio Grande 
Valley from the prehistoric Indian era to 
the years of Spanish colonial settlement.  
Displays include an 1836 Mexican 
church bell rescued from a San Juan 
scrap yard. Artifacts and photographs 
explain early ranching and agriculture in 
the area, as well as the struggle to estab
lish law and order.  

If you enjoy displays of contemporary, 
creative enterprise, visit the art and sci
ence exhibitions at the nearby McAllen 
International Museum. Sculpture, pho
tographs, and paintings by artists and 
institutions from Texas and around the 
world reveal a wide diversity of styles 
and media. Traveling science exhibits 
and interactive displays encourage 
patrons to explore such topics as the 
worlds of paleontology, holography,

meteorology, applied geometry, and 
mineralogy, among others.  

1B ack on the road, travel west on 

US 83 toward the city of Mission.  
Driving along the farm-to-market roads 
in this region during the spring growing 
season gives you the chance to roll down 
the car windows and regale your olfacto
ries with the pungent smell of onions or 
the sweet fragrance of orange blossoms, 
the Valley's most spectacular crop.  

"The Rio Grande Valley is the ideal 
place to grow sweet oranges and grape
fruit," says Bobby Pawlik, who with his 
wife, Peggy, own 3 Palms Citrus, a 150
acre citrus farm near Mission. "Despite 
the occasional winter freeze, it usually 
takes only five or six years for a seedling 
orange tree to reach full production." 

Squirting its unmatched sweet and 
juicy flavor far and wide, famous Rio 
Red grapefruit comes in season between 
November and May.  

No visit to the Valley is complete with
out an excursion to nearby Bentsen-Rio

Grande Valley State Park. While much 
of the nation still groans under winter 
grays, the park begins to glisten with 
greens by early March. You can camp, 
fish, hike, canoe, and bike here, and 
the park's network of hiking trails will 
have you nature-watching in no time.  

The Singing Chaparral Nature Trail 
features more than two dozen signs that 
identify native plant species. Morning or 
evening, hikers may encounter javelinas, 
raccoons, skunks, squirrels, armadillos, 
and even bobcats, not to mention butter
flies, particularly along the park's Rio 
Grande Nature Trail.  

From the numbers of people carrying 
binoculars and setting out orange slices 
on tree branches and picnic tables, you'll 
know that birds form the park's biggest 
draw. In fact, nearly half of Texas' 600 
bird species can be found here at some

0 
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A camouflaged observation blind at Bentsen
Rio Grande Valley State Park's Eagle Pond may 
yield a glimpse of the glorious green Jay.  

time during the year. The park provides 
habitat for northern birds in the winter 
and for rneotropicals from Central and 
South America in the spring. A cam
ouflaged observation blind at Eagle 
Pond, as well as walking tours hosted by 
park staff, may yield visitors glimpses of

the glorious green jay, vermilion fly
catcher, red-billed pigeon, Altamira ori
ole, or ringed kingfisher.  

By the end of March, the Valley 
blooms in a patchwork of wildflowers, 
and the crops grow ripe in the sun
drenched fields. As the unmistakable 
signs of spring arrive, thousands of 
Winter Texans begin to move north.  
The evergreen palms along US 77 may 
seem to wave goodbye, but they'll greet 
the sun-seekers again next winter. For 
when sleet and snow bring blizzard and 
blast, nothing can beat the warm and 
welcoming Rio Grande Valley. * 

JANET R EDWARDS shared her Coastal 
Christmas experience with readers last month.  
Elsewhere in this issue. enjoy STEPHAN 
MYERS' photographs of aloe vera and 
Brownsville's Gladys Porter Zoo.
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Rio Grande Valley

reach the Rio Grande 
Valley, travel south on 
US 281 to Edinburg or 

on US 77 to Harlingen. Coming 
from the west via US 83 takes 
you by the Rio Grande Valley 
Chamber of Conunerce, at 
Expressway 83 and FM 1015 
(Box 1499, Weslaco 78599; 956/ 

968-3141). Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5.  
Be sure to pick up The Guide 
to Rio Grande Valley of Texas 
($2), which offers a wealth of in
formation about life and leisure 
in the Valley. TxDOT's Travel 
Information Center is in Har
lingen, at the intersection of 
US 77 and US 83. Hours: Daily 
8-5. Call 956/428-4477.  

At chambers of commerce 
in the Valley's major cities, ask 
for a copy of The Guide Book
1998: Points of Interest in the 
Texas Rio Grande Valley, a 
comprehensive booklet contain
ing city and regional maps. If you 
plan to bring a trailer or mobile 
home, ask for the Park Book, 
a complete listing of Valley RV 
and mobile home parks, includ
ing amenities, addresses, and 
phone numbers. The Guide Book 
and the Park Book are available 
by mail for $2 each. Write to 
Les Johnson, Publisher, 1001 S.  
Ed Carey Dr. #176, Harlingen 
78552-8723.  

The chambers also keep on 
hand the brochure Los Caminos 
del Rio ("the roads of the river"), 
which features site descriptions 
and a detailed map of more than 
45 destinations along a Rio Grande 
"heritage corridor," which includes 
Indian trails, Spanish colonial vil
lages, and vast ranching empires.  
Many chambers also offer Valley 
guides specific to their towns.  

The following listings may 
also be helpful: 

Alamo 
Chamber of Commerce, 802 

Austin, Box 636, Alamo 78516; 
956/787-2117.  

Sunderland's Cactus Gardens, 
Inc., Rt. 1, Box 40, Alamo 78516; 
956/787-2040; corner of FM 495 
and FM 907, one mile north of 
the US 83 expressway. All cacti 
have been grown from seeds 
or cuttings, collected from the

Sunderlands' own plants. Gardens 
open to the public. Hours: Oct
Apr, Mon-Fri 9-5, Sun 2-5, closed 
Sat; May-Sep, Tue-Fri 9-5. Closed 
Aug. Certain sections of the 
outdoor gardens are wheelchair 
accessible.  

Santa Ana National Wildlife 
Refuge, Rt. 2, Box 202A, Alamo 
78516; 956/787-3079. Hours: Daily 
9-4:30. Admission: Free. Closed 
Christmas and New Year's days.  

A visitor center, offering 
"touch tables" with animal skins 
and other natural history ex
hibits, is wheelchair accessible.  
Binoculars and one wheelchair 
are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. A slide show 
offers a descriptive preview of 
wild habitats in the refuge, with 
a written script available for the 
hearing impaired on request.  
For persons with visual impair
ments, ask for a refuge brochure 
written in Braille.  

Interpretive, 75-minute tram 
tours operate Thu-Mon from 
the Friday after Thanksgiving 
until the last week in April. Fare: 
$3, $1 age 12 and younger. Some 
dates reserved for school tours.  
Wheelchairs are welcome.  

The A Trail, a half-mile loop 
traversing Willow Lake, has a 
concrete surface and a 2-inch 
curb designed for handicapped 
access. A guide to numbered 
trees along the trail is available 
in the visitor center.  

The 7-mile Wildlife Tour Road, 
open Tue-Wed 9-4 (for wheel
chairs, open from sunrise to sun
set), allows automobile access at 
certain times (in winter, Tue-Wed 
only). Wheelchair birding tours, 
usually held once a month, take 
place in the fall and winter.  

Brownsville 
Convention & Visitors 

Bureau, junction of US 77/83 
and FM 802, Box 4697, Browns
ville 78523; 800/626-2639 or 
956/546-3721. Email: visinfo@ 
brownsville.org. Web site: www.  
brownsville.org/.  

Gladys Porter Zoo, 500 
Ringgold St., Brownsville 78520; 
956/546-7187. Hours: Daily 9-5 
(extended summer hours).

Group discount of 20% for 10 or 
more. Admission: $6, $3 ages 2-13, 
free age 2 and younger. Wheel
chair accessible.  

Historic Brownsville Trolley 
Tours. For more information, 
contact the Brownsville CVB at 
the address listed earlier. Advance 
reservations and arrival 15 min
utes before departure recommended.  
All tours are narrated, and start 
and finish at the CVB. Fare: $7; 
$3.50 age 12 and younger, age 60 
and older, guests in wheelchairs, 
and students with valid ID. Trol
leys are equipped with wheel
chair lifts and are fully accessible.  
Custom tours with step-on guides 
also available. The Historic Down
town Brownsville Tour (Tue
Wed and Fri-Sat) lasts 2 hours 
and includes a half-hour visit to 
one of Brownsville's museums 
or interpretive centers, depend
ing on the time of day. The Port 
of Brownsville Tour (Mon.  
only) lasts 2 hours. The Historic 
Brownsville Churches Tour 
(Thu. only) makes 20-minute 
stops at 4 churches.  

Historic Brownsville 
Museum, 641 E. Madison St., 
Brownsville 78520; 956/548-1313.  
Hours: Mon-Sat 9-5. Admission: 
$2, 50( ages 2-16. Partially wheel
chair accessible.  

Sabal Palm Audubon Center 
and Sanctuary. Contact the 
center for hours and admission 
prices. To reach the sanctuary 
from the International Bridge, 
go 5.7 miles southeast on FM 
1419 (Southmost Rd.), then follow 
the signs. Wheelchair access to 
visitor's center and some trails.  
Write to Box 5052, Brownsville 
78523; 956/541-8034.

Edinburg 
Chamber of Commerce, 602 

W. University, Edinburg 78539; 
956/383-4974 or 800/800-7214; 
email: chamber@edinburg.com.  

Hidalgo County Historical 
Museum, 121 E. McIntyre, 
Edinburg 78539; 956/383-6911.  
Hours: Tue-Fri 9-5, Sat 10-5, Sun 
1-5. Admission: $2, $1.50 age 60 
and older, $1 students with ID, 
50( age 11 and younger. Museum 
store offers the largest collection 
of Texana in the Valley, with a 
variety of books on regional his
tory and culture as well as one
of-a-kind items for children.  
Wheelchair accessible.  

Harlingen 
Chamber of Commerce, 311 

E. Tyler, Harlingen 78550; 956/ 
423-5440 or 800/531-7346. Web 
site: www.harlingen.com.  

Jackson Street District, 
Box 2351, Harlingen 78551; 
956/427-8703. This district lies 
downtown between 4th and 
Commerce on Jackson. From 
the Expressway 77/83 inter
change, travel east on Tyler to 
4th St., turn left on 4th, and go 
3 blocks to Jackson. Turn left 
again, and you're there. Wheel
chair accessible in some areas.  

Rio Grande Valley Museum 
Complex, Boxwood at Raintree, 
Harlingen 78550; 956/430-8500.  
Hours: Wed-Sat 10-4, Sun 1-4.  
Admission: By donation. The 
complex is near the airport at 
Raintree, across from Texas State 
Technical College. Main building 
is wheelchair accessible; ramps 
to other buildings.  

Sunshine RV Park is 1/4 mile 
north of Primavera Rd. on the US
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77 frontage road. Write to 1900 
Grace Ave., Harlingen 78550; 
956/428-4137 or 800/456-4137.  

McAllen 
Chamber of Commerce, Box 

790, McAllen 78505; 956/682-2871 
or 800/250-2591.  

McAllen International Mu
seum, 1900 Nolana, McAllen 
78504; 956/682-1564. Hours: 
Tue-Sat 9-5, Sun 1-5. Admission: 
$2, $1 age 65 and older and stu
dents 13 and older with ID, 500 
age 12 and younger. Free Sat 9-1.  
Wheelchair accessible. Web site: 
www.hiline.net/mim.  

Mission 
Chamber of Commerce, 220 E.  

9th St., Mission 78572; 956/585
2727 or 800/580-2700. Web site: 
www.mission.lib.tx.us/chamber/ 

Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley 
State Park, Box 988, Mission 
78573; 956/585-1107. For camp
ing reservations, call 512/389
8900. Open daily year round.  
Reservations recommended 
during winter and early spring.  
Entrance fee: $2 per person; 
camping fees vary according to 
amenities of campsite. 78 RV 
campsites with full hookups, 
66 tent campsites with water, 
group camping and picnic areas, 
restrooms, and hot showers.  
Biweekly "Kiskadee" birding 
bus tours of nearby points of in
terest available for $20 per per
son from Jan-Mar. Some areas 
and trails wheelchair accessible.  
Web site: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/.

Bentsen Grove Trailer Park, 
810 N. Bentsen Palm Dr., Mission 
78572; 956/585-7011. This RV 
and mobile home park is 1 mile 
south of US 83 on Bentsen Palm 
Dr. (FM 2062).  

3 Palms Citrus, 2906 N. Shary 
Rd., Mission 78572; 956/585-2463.  
About a mile from McAllen on US 
83. Wheelchair accessible.  

Pharr 
Chamber of Commerce, 

308 W. Park, Pharr 78577; 956/ 
787-1481.  

Old Clock Museum, 929 E.  
Preston, Pharr 78577; 956/787
1923. Hours: Mon-Fri 1-5. Group 
tours available with advance 
notice. Admission: $1 donation 
to charity suggested. Wheel
chair accessible.  

Smitty's Jukebox Museum, 
116 W. State St., Pharr 78577; 
956/787-0131. Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5.  
Admission: Free. Wheelchair 
accessible; call ahead.  

Weslaco 
Chamber of Commerce, 1710 

E. Pike, Box 8398, Weslaco 78599; 
956/968-2102.  

Country Sunshine Resort 
Park, 1601 Airport Dr., Weslaco 
78596; 956/969-1557. Just south 
of US 83. One of 6 National Home 
Communities RV/mobile home 
parks in the Valley.  

Weslaco Bicultural Museum, 
Box 8062, Weslaco 78596; 956/ 
968-9142. Museum is at 515 S.  
Kansas Ave., across the street 
from City Hall. Hours: Wed-Thu

1:30-3:30, Fri 10
noon and 1:30
3:30, Sat 10-4.  
Closed during 
Aug. Admission: 
Free. Wheel
chair accessible.  

Border Tips 
Crossing 

the border into 
Mexico and 
back can be a 
breeze if you 
come prepared.  
A nominal fee 
(usually less 
than $1) is 
charged at the 
bridge turnstile.  
Note: Posted 
signs on both 
sides of the bor
der list which 
types of goods 
you can bring 
into the United 
States. Don't 
worry about 
exchanging your 
money for Mex- Carl Cole of Mc 
ican currency; opportunities at 
American dollars 
are more than 
welcome. Some businesses accept 
both credit cards and cash, but it's 
a good idea to carry enough cash 
to meet your expenses. Safety 
for the American tourist is gen
erally a high priority with most 
border towns, but it's wise to use 
common sense.  

Nuevo Progreso 
For information about specific 

restaurants, shopping areas, 
stores, or overnight 
accommodations in 
Progreso, contact 
the Pharr Chamber 
of Commerce (listed 
earlier).  

Matamoros 
For information 

about specific restau
rants, shopping areas, 
stores, or overnight 
accommodations in 

Get your motor runnin', and 
head out on the highway.  
Bicycle-touring Winter Texans 
enjoy the outdoors.

AIIen takes advantage of the pick-your-own 
3 Palms Citrus in Mission.  

Matamoros, contact the Browns
ville CVB (listed earlier).  

Books and Videos 
For more information about 

wildlife-watching in the Valley, 
check your local bookstore or 
library for these books and videos.  
The books are also available at 
the Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley 
State Park visitor center gift shop.  

Books-Birders Guide to Rio 
Grande Valley of Texas by Harold R 
Holt (American Birding Assn., 
1992); Birds of Texas: A Field Guide 
by John H. Rappole and Gene W.  
Blacklock (Texas A&M Univ.  
Press, 1994); Plants of the Rio 
Grande Delta by Alfred Richardson 
(Univ. of Texas Press, 1995).  

Videos-Birding Hot Spots 
in Texas, $19.85. Write to D.R.  
Herriott, Inc., 1237 Isabel Dr., 
Sanibel, Florida 33957. Treasures 
of the Rio Grande Delta, $19.95.  
Write to the Gorgas Science 
Foundation, Inc., Alonso Building, 
510 E. St. Charles, Brownsville 
78520; 800/210-7128.
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BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS' NEW ORLEANS ON THE Rio GRANDE, CELEBRATES 150 YEARS

-y LL ALONG THE Rio GRANDE, 

in what writer John Graves calls the "overlap 

- land" between Texas and Mexico, a distinct bor

der culture flourishes. The 19th-Century buildings on the 

Texas-Mexico boundary express that way of life in enduring 

monuments of brick and mortar. In Brownsville and Matamoros, 

the "Twin Cities of the Border," as they were called 100 and

more years ago, the border 

an architectural tradition 

shared by both cities.  

As visitors make their 

way around Brownsville, 

they may see Mexican in

fluences in the rose-tinged 

buff brick buildings along 

Brownsville's downtown streets 

and its intimately scaled Mar

ket Square. Yet on closer in

spection, these structures re-

culture is especially visible in

shared Spanish heritage of Mexico and Louisiana, which were 

both colonies of Spain in the late 18th Century.  

Among the New Orleans immigrants to the western Gulf 

of Mexico were architect Birtolo Passement and brick 

masons Adolph and Emile Seuzeneau. Passement became 

Matamoros' foremost neoclassical architect, credited with 

designing the facade of the city's Cathedral of Nuestra 

Senora del Refugio. In 1852, Adolph Seuzeneau would

THE BORDER BRICK STYLE IN 

-W.N C lT ri E S 

RIO GRANDE 
BROWNSVILLE AND MATAMOROS

build Brownsville's City 

Market House in Market 

Square, the oldest still

functioning city hall build

ing in Texas.  

American merchants 

who had lived in Mata

moros laid out the town

site of Brownsville across 

the river from Mata

moros in the summer of

veal a more complex architectural ancestry, one with as many 

roots in New Orleans as in northeastern Mexico.  

Matamoros, founded in 1784 and established on its present 

site in 1814, grew to prominence during the 1820s as the 

Mexican port closest to New Orleans, the great metropolis of 

the northern Gulf of Mexico. Like its Louisiana trading partner, 

Matamoros became an important port city that attracted a cos

mopolitan population. By the 1830s, merchants from Britain, 

France, Germany, Italy, Mexico, Scandinavia, Spain, and the 

United States operated its commercial houses.  

By the mid-19th Century, Matamoros' growth and prosperity 

also attracted Creole brick masons from New Orleans. These 

skilled artisans brought with them a familiarity with the most 

common house type in New Orleans, the Creole town house

built right up to the street line and enclosing an interior patio.  

This also happened to be the most common house type in north

eastern Mexico. The Creole, or criollo, house reflected the

1848, several months after the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 

established the Rio Grande as the border between the 

United States and Mexico. The town's New Orleans connection 

was evident from the start. Charles Stillman and Samuel A.  

Belden, two U.S.-born merchants long established in 

Matamoros, and a third partner, the New Orleans commission 

merchant Jacob Mussina, founded Brownsville. They even 

named the street facing the river Levee Street, the same name 

as the riverfront street (now called Decatur) in New Orleans' 

French Quarter.  

The border brick style emerged as the characteristic 19th

Century architecture of the lower Rio Grande. Between the 

1830s and 1915, examples of this Creole architecture were built 

on both sides of the river from Matamoros and Brownsville to 

Laredo and Nuevo Laredo. The use of molded brick decoration, 

especially in pilasters and elaborate cornices, distinguishes the 

border brick style.

BY STEPHEN Fox - PHOTOGRAPHS BY STEPHAN MYERS
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[CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT) Variations of the border brick style survive in the Gothic arch of Immaculate Conception Cathedral, Brownsville; in the facade 
of the Cathedral of Nuestra Senora del Refugio in Matamoros, designed by New Orleans immigrant architect Bsrtoio Passement; in the patterns of the 
corbelled pendants and wrought-iron railings of La Nueva Libertad in Brownsville; in the brickwork of Brownsville's La Madrilela, a corner store that 
lawyer Reynaldo S. Cantu restored as his office in 1988; and in the projecting balcony and French doors of Brownsville's The Gem (1849), originally a 
saloon and now the office of a customs broker.

B rownsville's oldest surviving buildings attest to the strong New 

Orleans Creole influence. The Gem, orig
inally a sal:or_, was built just off Levee 
Street on 13th Street in 1849. In 1989, 
owners Nena and Al Roser, whose Roser 
Customs Services occupies the building, 
peeled off a 1950s facade and recon
structed long-vanished French doors 
and a projecting balcony to restore The 
Gem's his toric appearance.  

till awa-ting restoration of its 
facade is the San Roman Building, 

which B-cwnsville's leading Spanish
born merchant and financier, Don Jose 
San Roman, erected in 1850 on Elizabeth

Street, the town's main thoroughfare.  

The San Romin Building features high 
brick gables that rise up to frame the 
sides of the structure, a characteristic 
feature of New Orleans brick buildings.  
San Roman started what was to become 
a tradition among Brownsville's Spanish 
merchants by living above his business.  
After San Roman retired to Spain in 1878, 
his cousin and business agent, Sim6n 

Celaya, occupied the residential quar
ters. Today, Celaya's great-grandson, 
Augustine Celaya III, vividly recalls visit
ing relatives who still lived there in the 
1930s. In the lushly vegetated patio 
behind the house, he listened to the old
timers tell stories of earlier generations

of Elizabeth Street merchants who, after 
they closed up shop for the day, would set 
up chairs on deep, porch-like, cast-iron 
balconies to exchange news and savor 
the prevailing Gulf breezes.  

F our doors down from the San 
Romin Building stands the E 

Yturria Building, built in 1859 by 
Brownsville's leading Mexican-born 
merchant and financier, Don Francisco 
Yturria. Like the San Roman Building, 
the Yturria Building preserves an archi
tectural element typical of New Orleans, 
a decorative wall panel above the sec
ond-floor windows. Although Greek 
Revival-style buildings in many U.S. cit-
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ies boasted such panels, in New Orleans 
they typically stopped short of the edges 
of the facade, a trait repeated time and 
again in Matamoros and Brownsville.  

Brownsville businessman, rancher, 
and civic leader Frank D. Yturria has 
discovered in his great-grandfather 
Francisco Yturria's papers that one 
Henry A. Peeler, an American architect 
and builder who practiced in Mata
moros, designed and built the F. Yturria 
Building. Francisco and his Matamoros
based brother and business associate, 
Santiago, also retained Peeler to design 
and build the much larger Casa Yturria 
in Matamoros in 1865-67. Its scale 
reflects Matamoros' good fortune dur
ing the U.S. Civil War. Because Mata
moros lay just outside the Union block
ade of Confederate ports, the city be
came the funnel through which South
ern cotton passed to Europe. From this 
trade, merchants of both Matamoros 
and Brownsville gained tremendous 
wealth, which they invested in sumptu
ous houses that served both residential 
and commercial purposes. Many of the 
dwellings remain prominent landmarks 
in the center of the Mexican city.  

Henry A. Peeler's Casa Yturria, on 
Calle 6a and the lively Calle Abasolo pedes
trian mall in Matamoros, still impresses 
with its size. So does the equally grand 
Casa de la Viuda Tarnava y Compafia in 
the 400 block of General Manuel Gonzalez, 
just off Plaza Hidalgo, Matamoros' main 
square. The Tarnava house greatly re
sembles Peeler's work, as does a slightly 
smaller house across the street.  

W ith the Civil War's end, trade 
as usual resumed. But in the 

1880s, the twin cities lost their commer
cial supremacy to Laredo and Nuevo 
Laredo, formerly the remotest of the 
lower Rio Grande communities. The 
two Laredos got the first railroad line 
connecting Mexico and the United 
States in 1881 and prospered in the 
decades that followed. Not until 1905, 
when railroads finally connected 
Brownsville and Matamoros to Corpus 
Christi and Houston, did the twin cities 
begin to emerge from their isolation. Ar-

chitecturally, however, this hibernation 
period resulted in a final flowering 
of the 19th-Century border brick style.  

Post-Civil War examples of the border 
brick style generally elaborated the 
cornice at the top of the wall, which 
builders often stepped out (or corbelled), 
in stair-step fashion. The decorative rows 
of dentils and brackets common in the 
1850s and 1860s gave way to large-scale 
ornamental pendants. Masons formed the 
pendants by corbelling the bricks beyond 
the face of the wall to achieve bold patterns.  

The Post Hospital at Fort Brown, now 
the administration building of the 
University of Texas at Brownsville, sur
vives as an early example of the post
Civil War border brick style. Samuel W.  
Brooks, an architect and builder who 
had come to Matamoros from New 
Orleans during the Civil War, erected 
the hospital during Fort Brown's recon
struction in 1868. Brooks followed the 
Army Quartermaster's standard plans 
for the hospital's spatial organization, 
but he decorated the exterior with 
Mexican Creole-style brick pilasters 
and arches, and with corbelled pendants 
four bricks deep, the top brick slightly 
wider than the three beneath it.  

Several imposing corner store 
complexes, built in the 1890s in 

the neighborhoods surrounding down
town Brownsville, exhibit corbelled pen
dants with subtle variations. The cor
nices of La Nueva Libertad, built by 
Spanish-born grocer Andres Cueto at 
Madison and 13th streets, differ from 
those at El Globo Nuevo, built by 
Mexican-born grocer Adolfo Garza at 
Madison and 15th streets in 1897, in the 
patterns of the corbelled brick pendants.  

The most exuberant of the corner 
stores stands at Madison and 11th 
streets. La Madrilena, ("the Lady from 
Madrid"-Brownsville merchants vied 
with each other in giving their retail 
stores colorful names) was built for 
Spanish-born grocer Adrian Ortiz in 1892.  

O ther examples of the border brick 
style abound in and around down

town Brownsville. Immaculate Concep-

tion Cathedral, completed in 1859 in the 
Gothic Revival Style on 12th Street near 
Market Square, was built to the designs 
of the French-born missionary priest 
and architect/builder Father Pierre 
Yves Keralum. Behind the cathedral on 
13th Street stands the Oblate fathers' 
Community House of 1861, which ex
hibits the pilasters, arches, and square 
vent windows of the border brick style.  

n Brownsville's walled City Ceme
tery on Madison Street, visitors can 

see the most elaborate example of 
Creole classicism in Brownsville, the 
brick vault of the Mexican-born grocer 
Lucio Bouis, erected after his death in 
1886. As late as 1904, the lawyer Augus
tine Celaya and his wife, Laura Scanlan, 
built an imposing new house on St.  
Francis Street in the city's West End that 
perpetuated the material and decora
tive traits of the border brick style.  
Brownsville businessman Michael Pu
tegnat restored the Celaya House in 1987.  

A fter the railroad connected 
Brownsville to the outside world 

in 1905, the local architecture came to 
reflect patterns common to other parts 
of Texas and the United States. Similar
ly, new construction in Matamoros 
echoed the Mexican cultural main
stream. Even so, Brownsville has seen 
periodic revivals of the border brick 
style in the 20th Century.  

The style has come to symbolize the 
resilience and radiance of a border cul
ture that, like many hybrids, embodies a 
homegrown brilliance that inspires and 
invigorates. The border brick style will 
perform this role with special promi
nence in 1998, as Brownsville celebrates 
the 150th anniversary of its founding.* 

STEPHEN FOX is fellow of the Anchorage 
Foundation of Texas and an architectural his
torian in Houston. He is the author of The 
Houston Architectural Guide and On the Border, 
An Architectural Tour of the Texas-Tamaulipas 
Border, and, with Ellen Beasley, is the coau
thor of The Galveston Architecture Guidebook.  

STEPHAN MYERS also photographed our 
Rio Grande Valley and Gladys Porter Zoo 
stories in this issue.
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rontier Texans invariably met the coming of the 

railroad with a deep level of appreciation. The grati

tude of Matagorda County rancher Jonathan 

Edwards Pierce soared to reverence when 

the Galveston, Harrisburg and San An

tonio Railway (GH&SA) first chugged across 

the coastal prairie of his Rancho Grande in 

1903. In fact, as a community sprang up 

along the tracks, Pierce sought to chris

ten the village "Thank God." But postal 

officials found "Thank God, Texas" a bit 

too expressive, so the cattleman settled 

for "Blessing." 

Further providence arrived in 1905, when 

the rails of the St. Louis, Brownsville and 

Mexico Railway crossed those of the GH&SA in 

Blessing. Pierce hired a prominent architect from 

Victoria and built the two-story, clapboard Hotel Blessing 

the next year. Refurbished and donated to the Blessing 

Historical Foundation in 1977 by Pierce's grandson A.B. Pierce 

Jr. and his wife, Ruth, the old inn still stands. The late travel 

writer Ann Ruff, who visited just about every historic Texas 

hotel accessible by motorbike, noted the Blessing's unique use 

of Mission architecture. "Unlike any other hotel built during 

this era," she wrote in her 1982 guide, "it is surprising that Hotel 

Blessing was not the typical Victorian gingerbread.... Instead, 

it rather looks like a wooden Alamo."

I I ii

Texas Highways

These days, the Blessing's utilitarian rooms offer rest mostly 

to grain-haulers and other hardworking folks on the road. But the 

home-style cooking offered at today's Blessing Hotel 

Coffee Shop has generated a down-home mystique 

that draws patrons from far and wide. The mix of 

customers includes businesspeople in suits 

and ties, workers from the nearby South 

Texas Nuclear Project, and area farmers 

and ranchers, not to mention folks-in-the

know who are just passing through. The 

lively lunch crowd lines up, cafeteria-style, 

at a series of decorative antique stoves set 

up in the dining room. Their plates pile up 

with the likes of chicken-fried steak, beef pot 

pie, fried fish, broccoli casserole, homemade 

bread, peach cobbler, and German chocolate 

cake. It's all-you-can-eat every day of the week ($5.95 

Monday through Saturday, $6.50 on Sundays).  

"We used to leave the food on the stoves, and customers 

would go right in the kitchen to help themselves," says Helen 

Feldhousen, manager of the cafe since 1977. "But the health 

department made us put it in the dining room in 1981." 

During hunting season, much of the lunch crowd sports cam

ouflage, testimony to the area's abundance of doves and ducks.  

San Antonio hunting guide and taxidermist Hector Ramirez dis

covered the Blessing in 1996. "I come back for the home cooking 

and the down-to-earth atmosphere," says Hector. "A lot of times,
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The Blessing Hotel Coffee Shop in "downtown Blessing" (pop. 571) serves home-style cooking and plenty of it. Manager Helen Feldhousen displays a 
loaf of fresh-baked bread, part of the tasty, all-you-can-eat fare that draws customers from miles around. Only 13 miles from the Gulf Coast, the 1906 
hotel has withstood many a storm, including Hurricane Carla in 1961. The winds are calm these days, but the conversation is lively when the Thursday 
Morning Stress Management Club meets for coffee at the Blessing (center photo, right). The coffee shop's customers count on its being open seven 
days a week, 364 days a year (every day except Christmas).

you'L end up sitting at a big table, talking with people you don't 

kow. That never happens at a fast-food restaurant." 

Most of the coffee shop regulars have enjoyed the hotel's deli

cious food as far back as they can remember. Some, like Lee 

Hall ?ierce, descend directly from the town's founder. (Lee Hall 

is Pierce's great-grandson.) Hooking his thumbs in his sus

renders, Lee HaL endorses the hearty hotel grub with the jocu

lar remark that he "was born at four pounds and grew up to 280."

Family history surrounds him in the hotel dining room. "My dad 

shot that buck," he says, pointing to a mounted deer head on the 

wall. "And my grandfather lived here a while in 1906, until his 

new house was finished. I remember coming to the Blessing for 

75-cent meals back in the 1940s.  

"The hotel is something of a landmark for people around 

here," Lee Hall continues. "It withstood Hurricane Carla [the 

largest hurricane of record in Texas] in 1961 and a lot of other
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hen Jonathan Edwards 

Pierce began promoting 
the new town of Blessing, 

many Americans had already 
heard of the Pierces of Mata
gorda County. Word of the 
shenanigans of Jonathan's cat
tle-king brother, the late Abel 
Head "Shanghai" Pierce (1834
1900), had spread far and wide.  
Moreover, the novel Mr Potter 
of Texas by Archibald Claver
ing Gunter, published during 
Shanghai Pierce's lifetime, fea
tured a main character based 
on Shanghai. Sure enough, 
a more colorful range baron 
never branded a maverick or 
went up the trail.  

A native of Rhode Island, 
young Shanghai Pierce stowed 
away on a schooner headed for 
Texas, landing at Indianola in 
1854. (Jonathan followed in 
1859.) Shanghai arrived "poor
er than skimmed milk," as 
Pierce's ranch hand Charles 
Siringo would later write. A 
strapping six feet four inches 
tall, Pierce went to work for a 
local rancher, getting skinned 
enough to learn the more ruth
less side of the cattle business 
firsthand. In time, his own BU 
Ranch, together with the 
Rancho Grande he owned with 
Jonathan and his other proper
ties, sprawled over a quarter
million acres of Wharton and 
Matagorda counties. As 
"Shang" roared at a Kansas

dence in Kansas or galloped 
off on an extended European 
tour until the "political situa
tion" back in Texas cooled off.  

No one is certain where 
Pierce got his nickname. His 
nephew, the late Abel Pierce 
Borden, who took over man
agement of the ranch after his 
uncle's death, once said that 
people thought he resembled 
a long-legged, long-necked 
rooster from Shanghai. A vari
ation holds that Pierce him
self decided he resembled a 
Shanghai rooster when he

The Hawley Cemetery near Blessing fea
tures a statue of legendary cattleman 
Shanghai Pierce, who commissioned it 
himself several years before his death.  

City hotel clerk, hapless 
enough not to recognize the 
powerful lord of range and trail, 
"I am Shanghai Pierce, Web
ster on Cattle, by God, sir!" 

Shanghai's lawyer, Fred C.  
Proctor of Victoria, compared 
representing the cattle king 
to "being in the most conspic
uous part of a Barnum and 
Bailey circus parade." The 
counselor must have loved a 
parade, for Texas courthouses 
contain reams of paper on the 
rancher's legal entanglements.  
Some of the disputes were set
tled with gunsmoke and rope, 
says biographer Chris Emmett 
in Shanghai Pierce: A Fair 
Likeness. On other occasions, 
when things got too hot, sup
posedly Shanghai took up resi-

In the last year of his life, 
Shanghai lost more than one 
million dollars due to the dou
ble whammy of a bank failure 
and a devastating storm sea
son. Yet he still managed to 
donate $80,000 to victims of 
the 1900 Galveston hurricane.  

Several years before he 
died, Pierce commissioned 
San Antonio sculptor Frank 
Teich to create "a fair like
ness of myself" that would 
rise "higher than any statue 
of any Confederate general." 
After the artwork stood in

'I N HGE PI[R[, 11ta Oi flL, HY GOD, IR

tried on a new pair of spurs 
with unusually large rowels.  
Some said-usually in whis
pers-that the gruff wheeler
dealer got the name because 
he "shanghaied" so many 
folks in business deals.  

A virtuoso cusser, the 
ornery rancher did make pos
itive contributions. Before the 
days when cattle were dipped, 
he experimented with various 
methods of tick removal in 
an effort to prevent a cattle 
disease called Texas fever.  
Removing the ticks proved 
the key to prevention and led, 
after Pierce's death, to the 
importation of Brahman cattle 
from India. The Brahmans' 
numerous sweat glands, which 
American cattle lacked, ren
dered them tick-resistant.

Hawley Cemetery atop 20 
feet of pedestal and pilaster, 
Shanghai often rode by to 
gaze upon the timeless image 
of his mortal self. "There 
stands old Pierce," he was 
heard to say.  

And there he stands still.  
The towering monument 
seems to proclaim, as Shanghai 
reportedly said in life, "I was 
born in Rhode Island, and it 
got too little for me." The cat
tle baron explained: "When I 
lay down my head, like as not, 
it would be in the lap of some
body in Massachusetts and my 
feet bothering somebody in 
Connecticut. I just got too big 
for the state, and I thought 
Texas would be big enough for 
me, and I came here." 

-Gene Fowler

big storms over the years. The town would be knee-deep in 

water, but somehow, the Blessing always survived." 

Helen says that folks from all over find their way to the cafe; 

occasionally, even celebrities line up for the rib-stickin' vittles.  

Country singer Johnny Rodriguez stopped in to eat not long ago, 

and strikeout wizard Nolan Ryan visits often. You don't have 

to be famous, of course, to break bread with the friendly locals.

If you're real sociable, Helen says, you might get to join 

the Thursday Morning Stress Management Club, an informal 

group whose therapy consists of drinking coffee and shoot

ing the breeze.  

Truly, the Blessing Hotel Coffee Shop offers a bargain in 

both quantity and quality. Diners who are not too full after lunch 

might want to cross the street and deposit their change in the
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Great-grandson of 
Jonathan Edwards 
Pierce, who named 
Blessing and built the 
hotel, Lee Hall Pierce 
remembers 75-cent 
meals at the Blessing 
during the 1940s.

1907 Blessing State Bank, recently restored and reopened as a 

branch of the First State Bank of Louise. Closed in the 1930s 

because of a bad loan, the bank served as the local post office and 

an arts-and-crafts shop before sitting vacant for several years.  

"We tried to keep the historical look when we restored the 

building in 1996," says bank vice president Chip Jenkins. The 

financial gem shows off mosaic tile floors, pressed-tin ceilings, 

original teller windows of tiger-striped oak with marble coun

tertops, and other vintage furnishings. An antique vault (where 

one resident took refuge from Hurricane Carla) continues to 

safeguard Blessing assets.  

Farms that produce cotton, rice, grain sorghum, corn, and 

soybeans join cattle ranches in producing most of those assets 

today. In his 1907 promotional literature, town founder Jonathan

--
s~, 67 

Head teller Trisha Neumann stands ready for business at the recently 
restored Blessing State Bank, now a branch of the First State Bank of 
Louise. Built in 1907, the bank showcases mosaic tile floors, pressed-tin 
ceilings, and the original teller area of tiger-striped oak.

Pierce envisioned a scene in which "the Gulf breeze that sweeps 

the broad prairies round about the town of Blessing would carry 

on its breath the sweet perfumes of orchard and vineyard and 

touch with tropical caress limitless fields richly burdened with 

food and raiment for man." If the rancher, who died in 1915, 

could return to his town today, he would indeed feel blessed. You 

will, too, after sampling the appetizing bounty at the Blessing 

Hotel Coffee Shop. * 

Austin writer GENE FOWLER relished his visit to the Blessing, although 
he adds, "I consumed more food at one sitting than a physician would 
recommend." 

Staff photographer J. GRIFFIS SMITH also shot the Katherine Anne 
Porter story and the salsa story in this issue.

lessing is at the juncture of Texas 35 and FM 616, about 13 miles north of Palacios, midway between 
Victoria and Brazosport. For information, write to 

Ona Lea Pierce, Blessing Historical Foundation, Box 275, Blessing 77419.  
The Blessing Hotel To E 1 Campo Markham 

Coffee Shop is in the 1906 11 us 9 Idtfied Baty 
Hotel Blessing (listed in and Edna 35 

the National Register of BLESSINGS 
Historic Places) at the cor- Francitas 

ner of 10th St. and Ave. B.  
Hours: Daily 6 a.m.-2 p.m.  
(patrons can order breakfast 
from a menu from 6-11, and MatagL Ea N 

the buffet runs from 11-2). Bay 
Closed Christmas Day. Cost: $5.95 Mon-Sat, $6.50 Sun.  

The spread includes at least 3 entrees such as chicken
fried steak, beef pot pie, roast beef, meat loaf, fried chicken, 
fried fish, and enchilada pie. Some items are served on the same days from week to week. For example, regulars 
know they can count on eating chicken-fried steak on Mon.; 
Wed., and Sat. A wide range of vegetables, homemade breads, and tasty desserts are available daily. A "Christmas dinner" is offered every Sunday, complete with turkey and dressing. The building is wheelchair accessible (use south side entrance). Write to the Blessing Hotel Coffee Shop, 10th and Ave. B, Blessing 77419; 512/588-6623.  

The Hawley Cemetery is about 3 miles east of Blessing 
off Texas 35, about a half-mile east of the intersection of Texas 35 and Texas 71.  

Books 
Look for the following books in your local library or 

bookstore (the last two are out of print): A Guide to Historic Texas Inns and Hotels by Ann Ruff (Lone Star Books, 1982), The Legendary Texians by Joe Tom Davis (Eakin Press, 1982), Mr Potter of Texas by Archibald Clavering Gunter 
(Hurst, 1888), and Shanghai Pierce: A Fair Likeness by Chris Emmett (Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 1953).
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sAL SA 

I M E N

BY ROSEMAR Y W IL LIAMS PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

hen did it happen? 
When did hot sauce 
transform itself into 
haute sauce? Seems 
like only yesterday, in 

the Fifties and Sixties, that an order of 
Texas "hot sauce" called for a greenish
red concoction served with a basket of 
tortilla chips and a sympathetic smile.  

Usually, back then, the first, tentative 
taste set your tongue a-tingle, misted 
your eyes, ruddied your cheeks, and evoked 
thoughts of molten nettle. The fiery 
stuff provided a great conversation gen
erator-if it left you breath to speak
but surely didn't count as the culinary 
crescendo and indispensable condiment 
it proves today.  

Somewhere, sometime, during the 
past 30 or 40 years, 
innovative Texas 
chefs and entre- A L S A 

preneurs helped AS 
spawn a salsa revo
lution. Bless them, B U T I N 
they added lots of

flavor to the hot sauce mix. While preserv
ing the "hot," they perfected the "sauce," 
and created a range of recipes that rev 
up the palate as few other foods can.  

Hot sauces can stir the spirit. The 
heavenly firecracker-punch of crunchy 

peppers, combined with silken toma
toes and bits of onion, garlic, and savory 
cilantro, brings tears to the eyes of 
diners who lovingly spoon hot sauces 
and salsas over everything from chips 
to chicken. Black beans, tomatillos, 
avocados, mangoes, peaches, papayas, 
and other exotic fare also form mi
raculous salsas when pepped up by 
peppers. Some folks like salsas so hot 
they could peel paint. Others prefer a 
less searing combination. Whatever the 
heat index, hot sauces bring flavor to a 

OVERTOOK KETCHUP IN THE EAR 

AMERICANS' FAVORITE TABLE SAU 

TEXAS, IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN HOT

variety of dishes, without adding fat, 
cholesterol, or loads of calories.  

Today, many a Lone Star kitchen 
boasts ingredients for fresh salsas, as 
well as jars of favorite commercial 
hot sauces. Texans traveling to foreign 

ports carefully pack containers of 
picante sauce in their luggage along 
with their passports. World-renowned 
Texas restaurants tout their salsas and 
hot sauces, and dozens of cookbooks 

celebrate scintillating cuisines that fea
ture such sauces. In Austin, an annual 
Hot Sauce Festival, sponsored by the 
weekly Austin Chronicle, draws thou
sands of participants each year despite 
the heat of August. No doubt about it
today's hot sauce market sizzles! 

This zesty explosion poses a question 

or two: Just how 
many hot sauce 

L Y 1 990 s variations can cre

C E , ative chefs con
coct? The answer: 

S T U F F. Apparently, the 
sky's the limit.

[FACING PAGE] Commercial salsas abound, but there's something satisfying about using fresh ingredients and making a batch from scratch. If you're like 
most cooks, you'll enjoy experimenting and coming up with your own recipes. However, you can't go wrong with these divine concoctions (clockwise, from 
left): Avocado Salsa, Salsa Verde, Matt's Smoked Salsa, and Laura's Salsa (this variation with chopped mango). Recipes are on page 49.

Texas Highways
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Salsa-lovers turn out by the thousands for the Austin Chronicle's annual Hot Sauce Festival, held 
each August in the Capital City. Last year, spectators sampled more than 80 gallons of salsa.

(More than 9,000 responses, many con

taining recipes, turned up in an Internet 

search for "hot sauce.") And here's an 
even more intriguing question: How 

does salsa picante ("hot sauce" in 

Spanish) differ from, well, "hot sauce" 
and a handful of other titles? 

Consider the names: hot sauce, salsa, 
picante sauce, salsa picante, pico de gallo 
(literally, "beak of the rooster"-named 
thus perhaps because the salsa remind

ed someone of the sharp peck of a roost
er's beak), and salsa fresca or salsa cruda

(fresh sauce). The lines of distinction 
between them and the sauces they 

describe blur ever more rapidly as 

legions of cooks and salsa devotees 

mix and mingle similar terms. Most 
hot sauce experts. Ecwever, describe 
salsas as somewhat t nicker than hot 
sauces or picante sauces ;some salsas 

are cooked), while they characterize 
salsa fresca and pico de gallo as mix
tures of fresh, chopped Lngredien:s. (To 
add to the confusion, there are also hot

pepper sauces, such as Tabasco Brand

Pepper Sauce, as well as pickled-pepper 
sauces-but that's another story.) 

Regardless of their names, all hot 
sauces, cooked or uncooked, share a 

common denominator: capsicums, the 

spirited, spicy fruits commonly called 
peppers.  

Peppers have titillated human taste 
buds for at least 7,000 years. Accord

ing to Jean Andrews in her delightfully 
informative cookbook Red Hot Peppers, 
archeological reports prove that man 
cultivated Capsicum annuum in Mexico 
in 5000 B.C., if not earlier, making pep
pers the earliest known spice used by 
humans. Red Hot Peppers also traces the 
journeys of Columbus and shows the 
explorer's role in introducing the New 
World's capsicums to an adoring Old 
World, where the pungent fruits brought 
vibrancy to bland, starchy diets. Even 
today, pepper popularity continues to ex
pand, nationally and globally. Mexican
style hot sauces overtook ketchup in 
the early 1990s as Americans' favorite 
table sauce, with dollar sales of salsa 
currently 50 percent higher than those 
of ketchup.  

In Texas, salsa chefs generally 
build their favorite spicy sauces 
around peppers such as the jalapeno 
(mild to medium-hot), the serrano
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-wis U fm! Hly Ry d heas h win g corn erial red entry, Rio 
=iablo Smoked Diablito Salsa®, at a recent Hot Sauce Festival. The contest fea
:s several categories each for homemade, restaurant, and commercial varieties

(medium-hot), and the 
habanero (incendiary!).  
Those who prepare sal
sas daily often choose 
the jalapeno for its fla
vor, texture, and ver
satility. The Martinez 
family of Austin and 
Dallas, well-known Tex
as restaurateurs, build 
their piquant and full
bodied salsa from jala
penos purchased fresh 
daily. The Martinezes 
have dished up their 
traditional style of salsa, 
tacos, enchiladas, chiles

rellenos, and tamales for more than 

45 years.  
Matt Martinez Sr. and his wife, Janie, 

founded the fabled Matt's El Rancho 
in Austin in 1952. In the restaurant's 
kitchen, Janie developed her own en
ticing menu from cherished family 
recipes, while the courtly and dapper 
Matt served as maitre d' and business 
manager. Always, they provided their 
customers with liberal helpings of fresh, 
homemade salsa and crisp tortilla chips.  
The restaurant flourished.  

Through the years, El Rancho's 
patrons have included, along with thou
sands of other habitues, members of the 
Lyndon B. Johnson family (President

Johnson was an enthusiastic fan), a slew 
of Texas sports stars, like golf great Ben 
Crenshaw and former University of 
Texas football coach Darrell Royal, and, 
occasionally, movie and musical lumi
naries such as Dolly Parton, Tommy Lee 
Jones, and Matthew McConaughey.  

Today, two of Matt and Janie's daugh
ters, Gloria Reyna and Cathy Canfield, 
run Matt's El Rancho, although the par
ents still provide their guiding influence.  
The Martinezes' reputation for deli
cious Mexican food, especially innova
tive seafood dishes like Shrimp Enchi
ladas with Ranchero Sauce, continues to 
draw hordes of diners. And most of 
those folks still relish the restaurant's 
abundant and ever-fresh hot sauce. El 

Restaurateur Matt Martinez Jr. learned the 
business from his parents at the legendary 
Matt's El Rancho in Austin. Now, with four res
taurants and a best-selling cookbook to his 
credit, Matt is fast becoming a legend himself.  
Look for his Smoked Salsa recipe on page 49.

Jarnmary 1998

F l

EXAS ALONE PRODUCES MORE THAN 100 COMMERCIAL BRANDS OF HOT 

SAUCE, PICANTE SAUCE, AND SALSA, WITH PEPPER POWER 

'VARYING FROM THE MILDLY HOT TO THE "HELP! I'M ON FIRE!" VARIETY.
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Laura Patterson. co-owner of Laura's Bluebonnet Kitchen in Austin, used to serve her salsa just at 
breakfast, but thanks to customer demand, she now offers it all day long with a variety of dishes.

Rancho chefs prepare more than 20 gallons 

of the popular salsa each Friday through 
Sunday, and only slightly less on weekdays.  

"Some cf cur customers like our hot 

sauce so mach they ask for a big bowl of 

it and eat it like gazpacho," says Cathy.  

(Gazpacho is a cold soup made of toma
toes, peppers, onions, ancd other fresh 
vegetables.) 

In North Texas, Matt Martinez Jr.  

carries on the family tradition at his 
own successful restaurants, Rancho 

Mart-nez, Matt's No Flace, and Y.O.  

Ranch restaurants in Dallas, and Auntie 

Skinner's in Jefferson. A few years ago, 
at No Place, he cooked chicken-fried 

steak for celebrated chef Julia Child, 
who declared, "I ate so much, I hurt 

myself " He has also appeared on Oprah 

Winfrey's television show.  
"LiLle Matt," as family members call 

him, published Matt Martinez's Culinary

Frontier: A Real Texas Cookbook, written 
with Steve Pate, in 1997. Recipes center 
on traditional Mexicarn cooking like that 
of his mother and grandmother, and

a , 
rI"C
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include several sauces, such as the 
robustly distinctive Matt's Smoked 
Salsa (see recipes, facing page).  

"Hot sauce wakes up the mouth, jump
starts the taste buds, and brings them to 
a higher level of awareness. It makes 
plain food good and good food great!" 
exclaims Matt.  

But popular Tex-Mex venues aren't 
the only restaurants that dish up plenty 
of hot sauce. Thanks to a growing en
thusiasm for Mexican-style breakfasts 
and Southwestern cuisine, flavorful 
hot sauces have found their way to a 
full gamut of eating establishments, 
including those that offer familiar "blue 
plate specials." 

Laura Patterson, chef and co-owner 
with husband Bruce of Laura's Blue
bonnet Kitchen in Austin, created 
Laura's Salsa (see recipes, facing page), 
a savory, tomato-based sauce, to accom
pany the restaurant's huevos rancheros 
(cowboy eggs) and breakfast tacos.  

"We started serving the salsa primari
ly with breakfast," says Laura. "Pretty soon, 
we noticed that customers spooned it 
over lots of other dishes, including grits, 
chicken-fried steak, and french fries.  
They even used it on mashed potatoes.  
Now, we serve the salsa all day long, 
including happy hour, and we've added 
a black bean-and-corn salsa along with 
our quesadilla appetizers," she says.  

Laura sometimes mixes fresh or 
bottled chopped mangoes with her salsa,
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Take a 
good look 

at Texas...  
Texas Gift Package 
1998 Calendar & Subscription 
This is the lowest price for both items.  
You or a friend can enjoy Texas 
beauty 12 months a year with a 
Texas Highways subscription and 
the newly printed 1998 calendar.  

Texas Highways Subscription 
12 full months of the most exciting 
and informative magazine on Texas 
travel, at 50% off of newsstand 
price... plus a free travel discount card.  

Gift Subscription - Special Savings! 
Order one US. subscription at 
$1750, and additional US.  
subscriptions are only $15.50.  

Already a subscriber? Your personal 
subscription counts as one subscription 
- order gift subscriptions for your 
friends at the special rate of just $1550.  

The 1998 Texas Highways 
Calendar - Brand New and 
Beautiful - Just Printed 
Count down the months of 1998 in 
beautiful style with the 1998 Texas 
Highways Calendar. Just $8.95 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling
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THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS 
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Q $2400 Calendar & US. Subscription 

Q $1750 US. Subscription ONLY (First Order) 

Q $1550 US. Subscriptions ONLY (Additional Orders) 

Q $2550 International Subscription ONLY

VISA Discover

Credit Card Number

For faster, more convenient 

service, call toll-free: 
800-839-4997 (United 
States, US. Virgin Islands, 
Puerto Rico) 

512-483-3689 (all others) 
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HOW HOT IS T 0 0 HOT? The answer varies from one salsa afi
cionado to another. For a milder salsa, devein and seed the chilies in 
the recipe, or simply use fewer chilies.

AVOCADO SALSA 
2 avocados, pitted, peeled, and chopped 

2 tomatoes, chopped 

1 T. fresh lime juice 

1 T. fresh lemon juice 

2 tsp. minced garlic (about 3 :doves) 

1 T. minced serranos (about 3 serranos) 

1 T. minced cilantro 

1 tsp. ground cumin 

1/ tsp. salt 

Combine ingredients, and refrigerate for at 
least an hour. Serve with tortilla chips.  
Yield: 2 cups.  

MATT'S SMOKED SALSA 
This recipe is adapted from one that appears in 
Matt Martinez's Culinary Frontier: A Real Texas 
Cookbook by Ma't Martinezfr and Steve Pate 
(Doubleday, 1997). It's great with chips, but it's 
heavenly with barbecue, steaks, and scrambled eggs.  
Ifyou don't have a smoker, a barbecue pit will do.  

3 whole medium tomatoes 

1/ medium sweet white onion, 
cut in chunks

3 whole jalapenos or 6 whole serranos 
(use the latter for a hotter salsa) 

3 cloves garlic 

3/4 tsp. salt, or to taste 

1 tsp. red wine vinegar 

2 tsp. vegetable oil 

1/ c. water 

Combine ingredients in a heavy pot, and 
place the pot (uncovered) in a smoker for 
11/2 to 2 hours, or until the vegetables are 
soft. (Do not allow the sauce to become dry; 
add more water if needed.) Remove pot 
from smoker.  

Mash (do not blend) the vegetables, tak
ing care to mash one chili at a time untl 
salsa tastes hot enough; discard any extra 
chilies. (Salsa will be chunky.) Adjust the 
salt to taste. Store in an airtight container 
in refrigerator (will keep about 2 weeks).  
Yield: 2 cups.  

Note: For a thicker salsa, combine 1 T cor
starch with 2 T water, and drizzle the mixture 
into the salsa while it's still hot. Simmer on low 
heat for 5 to 10 minutes until salsa reaches the 
desired thickness. If it becomes too thick, simply 
add a bit more water.

LAURA'S SALSA 
Laura Patterson, co-owner of Laura's Bluebonnet 
Kitchen in Austin, provides this recipe for a tradi
tional red salsa. For variety, Laura suggests adding 
melted cheese, mashed avocado, or black-eyed peas.  
She also mixes equal amounts of chopped mango 
(fresh or bottled) and this basic recipe to make a 
tropical-flavored sauce you can dip with chips or 
use on meat and fish (see photo on page 45).  

3 (14.5 -oz.) cans tomatoes 

1 large fresh tomato, quartered 

1 jumbo or 2 small red onions, quartered 

1 T. chopped garlic 

1 bunch fresh cilantro, stems removed 

'/2 c. pickled jalapeno slices, drained 

juice of 1-2 limes 

1 tsp. sugar 

1 tsp. red wine vinegar 

/2 tsp. salt, or to taste 

% tsp. pepper, or to taste 

1/4 tsp. granulated garlic, or to taste 

In a food processor, pulse canned and fresh 
tomatoes until finely chopped (may need to 
pulse half at a time). Remove tomatoes, and 
pulse onion, garlic, cilantro, and jalapeno 
until finely chopped.  

Combine the processed mixtures with 
remaining ingredients, and refrigerate 
overnight. Serve with tortilla chips. Store 
in sterilized jars in refrigerator (will keep 
at least 2 weeks). Yield: About 9 cups.  

SALSA VERDE 
7 medium tomatillos, husks and stems removed 

/ white onion, quartered 

4 serranos 

1 clove garlic 

1 large bunch cilantro, stems removed 

1/ tsp. salt 

1 T fresh lime juice 

Place tomatillos in a saucepan, cover with 
water, and bring to a boil. Simmer gently 
(uncovered) for about 15 minutes, or until the 
tomatillos are soft. Turn off heat, and allow 
tomatillos to cool in the cooking water.  

Combine remaining ingredients in a food 
processor or blender, and puree. Drain 
tomatillos, add to mixture, and puree. Store 
in refrigerator (will keep about a week).  
Yield: 2'/2 cups.



for a sweet-and-spicy topping for 
meat and fish.  

While not everyone chooses to pre
pare hot sauce from scratch, no one 
need go begging for his or her daily shot 
of salsa. Texas alone produces more 
than 100 commercial brands of hot 
sauce, picante sauce, and salsa, with 
pepper power varying from mildly hot 
to the "Help! I'm on fire!" variety. Dozens 
of companies throughout the state, such 
as Jardine Foods, Classy Delites, New 
Canaan Farms, and Van de Walle Farms, 
Inc., bottle thousands of jars daily.  

In the commercial hot sauce arena, 
Pace Foods undoubtedly leads the pack 
in Texas, preparing more than 500,000 
pounds of the company's various picante

Central Market chefs Richard Wheatley (left) 
and Mark Lashley prepare a variety of fresh 
salsas daily for the store's Cafe on the Run.  
They concocted Raspberry Salsa (below) just 
for Texas Highways readers.  

sauces each day. (Although Campbell 
Soup Company, based in New Jersey, 
purchased Pace Foods in 1995, the 
famed hot sauce still originates in San 
Antonio.) As a nod to Pace's popular tele
vision ad campaign, the quiz show 
Jeopardy once posed this answer, "A 
picante sauce not made in New York 
City," seeking the correct question, 
"What is PACE® Picante Sauce?" 

Company founder David Pace, who 
died in 1993, began making "picante
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RASPBERRY SALSA 
Mark Lashley, saucier, and Richard 
Wheatley, sous chef both of Central 
Market in Austin, created this 
unusual salsa recipe especially for 
the readers of Texas Highways.  
The chefs say you can use it as a 
sauce for meat or fish, or simply 
spoon it over ice cream (chocolate 
is a winner).  

2 dried chipotle chilies 

6 serranos, finely diced 

1 c. sugar 

/2 c. brown sugar 

'/2 tsp. salt 

1 T. cinnamon 

1 T. ground oregano 

1/2 c. water 

12 oz. fresh or frozen raspberries 

3 T. chocolate syrup 

2 c. chopped pecans, toasted

Place chipotles in a saucepan, cover 
with water, and bring to a boil. Cover, 
and boil until tender (about 15 min
utes); drain. Set aside to cool.  

Finely dice the rehydrated chipotles, 
and combine with serranos, sugars, salt, 
cinnamon, oregano, and water in a 
medium saucepan. Bring mixture to a 
low boil. Cook until thickened slightly 
(about7 or 8 minutes), stirring frequent
ly. Add raspberries, and cook until they 
start to break up but not disintegrate.  
(You want the salsa to have a chunky 
texture.) Remove mixture from heat, 
and stir in chocolate syrup and pecans.  
Chill thoroughly, and serve over ice 
cream. Yield: 31/ cups.

sauce," a name he coined, in a rented 

room at the rear of a San Antonio liquor 

store in 147. David formulated a recipe 
for a tomato-jalapefo-onion sauce using 

a secret process that added no chemical 
preservatives, yet kept the sauce tasting 
fresh fo- an extended period. Today's 
"PACE-makers" still use David's recipe, 
buying about 30 million pounds of fresh 
jalapenc s each year to produce the pop
ular sauce. PACE picante sauces appear 
on the s-helves of stores in all 50 states, 
as well as in Canada, Germany, Holland, 
and the United Kingdom.  

In Austin, customers of Central 

Market find themselves in a delightful 
salsa dilemma. At the stunningly di
verse market, shoppers can select bot
tled hot sauces, freshly prepared salsas, 
and all the ingredients for making their 
own sauces at home.  

Since Central Market offers about 220 
brands cf bottled hot sauces (the majori

ty of them made in Texas), merely 
selecting a brand proves challenging 
to shoppers. Among the colorful jars

Texas Highways
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stand such deliciously diverse sauces as 
Xochitl (pronounced SO-shee: "flower" in 
Aztec) Chipotle Salsa ", made in Dallas; 
Tejas Yippea Dif, a black-eyed pea salsa 
front Brazos Cointry Foods of Bryan; 
Mrs. Renfrc's Black Bean Salsa, Fort 
Worth; Cilantro Sauce de Julia from 
the Texas Tamale Compary of Hous
ton; and Timpone's Smoky Red Salsa, 
made in Austin. Each brings its own sig
nature flavor to the table as a dipping 
sauce or a wondrous accompaniment for 
meat and fish.  

Here, too, cooks who enjoy prepar
ing their own salsas can find all the 
ingredients. In Central Market's joy
to-behold produce section. chefs can 
choose from a plethora of peppers, shiny 
red tomatoes, exotic fruits, pungent 
fresh cilantro, and papery-skinned 
onions and garlic. Or, if you're 
not "kitcher-inclined" and yet hanker 
for fresh salsas, head for the market's 
prepared-foods area, Cafe on the Run.  
You can select salsas, such as tomatil
lo, pico de gallo. chipotle, and papaya-

Hot Stuff

ozens, if not hundreds, of cook
books include recipes for salsa.  
Among the best are Red Hot 

Peppers by Jean Andrews (Macmillan 
General Reference, 1993), Matt Martine 
Culinary Frontier: A Real Texas Cookboo 
by Matt Martinez Jr. and Steve Pate 
(Doubleday, 1997), Pace Family Recipe 
Round-up: 50th Anniversary Cookbook 
(Time-Life Custom Publishing, 1996), 
Pace Picante Sauce 40th Anniversary 
Recipe Collection (Hart Graphics, Inc., 
1987), The Great Salsa Book by Mark 
Miller (Ten Speed, 1994), and Salsa by 
Reed Hearon (Chronicle Books, 1993).  

Restaurants and Markets 
Matt's El Rancho restaurant, 2613 S 

Lamar, Austin, opens Sun-Mon and Wec 
Thu 11-10, Fri-Sat 11-11. Closed Tue. an 
Christmas and Thanksgiving days. Call 
512/462-9333. Rancho Martinez, 6332 
La Vista, Dallas, opens Mon-Thu 11-9:3 
Fri-Sat 11-10:30. Call 214/823-5517. At 
press time, Matt's No Place, 6326 La 
Vista, Dallas, was closed for renovation 
but was expected to reopen by mid
December (call ahead). Normally opens 
Tue-Thu nights 5:30-10:00, Fri-Sat night 
5:30-11. Reservations recommended. Ca 
214/823-9077. Y.O. Ranch Restaurant, 
702 Ross Ave., Dallas, opens Mon-Fri 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. and 5 p.m.-10 p.m., Sat 5 p.m 
10 p.m. Call 214/744-3287. Auntie 
Skinner's, 107 W. Austin, Jefferson, 
opens Wed-Sat 11:30-9, Sun 11:30-6. Call 
903/665-7121.  

mango-kiwi, from about 10 salsas and 
relishes available each day.  

Saucier Mark Lashley and his col
leagues in Cafe on the Run concoct 
about 40 pounds of fresh salsas daily.  
Mark, who appreciates the artistry 
of food preparation as well as the cre
ative challenge, especially enjoys the 
cafe's pungent Cinco Chili Salsa (a 
melange of habanero, chipotle, pa
silla, ancho, and jalapeno peppers).  
He also takes pride in Raspberry 
Salsa (see recipe, facing page), a beau
tifully textured, piquant salsa that 
he and sous chef Richard Wheatley 
created especially for readers of 
Texas Highways.  

"Serve our Raspberry Salsa with a

[lmra's Bluebonnet Kitchen, 5408 Burnet 
Rd., Austin, opens Mon-Fri 6:30 a.m.-9 p.m., 
Sat 7:30 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  
Closed Christmas Eve and Christmas and 

w's Thanksgiving days. Call 512/467-9552.  

k Central Market, 40th & Lamar, Austin, 
opens daily 9-9, except Christmas, Easter, 
and Thanksgiving days. (Cafe on the Run 
also opens daily 9-9; Central Market Cafe 
opens daily 7 a.m.-10 p.m.) Call 512/206
1000 or 800/360-2552. Web site: www.  
centralmarket.com.  

Commercial Salsas 
Pace Foods publishes Keeping Pace, 

a free newsletter for "Fans of the World's 
Greatest Picante Sauce," three times a year.  
To receive the publication, write to Keeping 

C Pace, Pace Foods, Box 12636, San Antonio 
78212-0636, or call 800/TRY-PACE. Web 
site: www.pacefoods.com.  

C', Other commercial processors include 
Xochitl (Xochitl Chipotle Salsa), 3878 Oak 
Lawn, Ste. 100B-199, Dallas 75219 (214/800

s, 3551); Brazos Country Foods (Tejas Yippea 
Dip), 700 S. Bryan St., Bryan 77803 (800/8
SAUCES); Renfro Foods, Inc. (Mrs. Ren

s fro's Black Bean Salsa), Box 321, Fort Worth 
1= 76101 (817/336- 3849); Texas Tamale Co.  

(Cilantro Sauce de Julia), 3340 Fountainview, 
Houston 77057 (800-T-Tamale); Rio Diablo 
(Rio Diablo Smoked Diablito Salsa), 151 
S. First St., Ste. 100, Austin 78704 (800/610
4830); and Timpone's Fresh Food Corp.  
(Timpone's Smoky Red Salsa), 3708 Wood
bury Dr., Austin 78704 (800/883-3238).  

standing rib roast or grilled sword
fish," says Mark. "Or, for an incred
ible and surprising taste, spoon it over 
chocolate ice cream. You'll love it," says 
Mark with assurance.  

Ice cream. Baked potatoes. Pork chops.  
Fried chicken. Whatever the dish, salsa 
spikes it with gusto. Ask any Texas food
ie: If you've got salsa on the table, you've 
got a zest for life. * 

Salsas have spiced up cuisine for Austin free
lance writer ROSEMARY WILLIAMS since 
the Sixties-at least.  

Staff photographer J. GRIFFIS SMITH usual
ly doesn't eat on photo shoots, but the self
confessed salsa addict made an exception for 
this story.
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r 1 In Fun Forecast, we provide events and telephone 

S M T W T F s numbers for next month, so that you'll have additional 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 time to plan your outings.  
Sometimes dates change after the magazine is printed. PANHNDL 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Before you drive miles to an event, confirm the PRAIRIES & 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 date by calling the number listed next to the fes- BIG BEND L 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 tivity or by contacting the local chamber of COUNTRY HILL COUNTRY 

commerce. If you wish to submit an event for Fun SoT 
Forecast, please send the information to Fun Forecast, Texas Highways, Box SOUH xAsS 

141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/483-3672. Submit information at least three full months 
before the first of the month in which the event will take place (for example, by February 1 
for May festivities). Space is limited, so we may not be able to print every event. For a 
quarterly, more detailed schedule of events, write for a free Texas Events Calendar, Box 5064, Austin 78763
5064, or fax 512/483-3672.  

Texas Highways' Web site (www.texashighways.com) includes an expanded Fun Forecast that gives de
scriptions of the events.  

For free routing assistance or details on any destination in Texas, call 800/452-9292 toll-free from anywhere 
in the United States and Canada, any day between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Central Time. A travel counselor at one 
of the state's travel information centers will be on the line to provide travel information, send brochures, and 
advise you of any emergency road conditions.

Panhandle 
Plins 

4-7 
AMARILLO 

"Lift Every Voice" 
Spiritual Series 
806/372-7464 

6 
AMARILLO 

Randel 
Chamber 
Orchestra 

806/376-8782 

6-8 
AMARILLO 

Boat, Sport, 
& Travel Show 
806/383-4408 

SAN ANGELO 
Boat Show 

915/653-9577 

7 
CANYON 

Dinosaur Day 
806/656-2244 

SAN ANGELO 
Symphony Concert 

915/658-5877 

WICHITA FALLS 
Women's Expo 
940/691-0003 

7-8 
PAMPA 
Art & 

Photography 
Show 

806/669-3241 

12 
ABILENE 
Artwalk 

915/677-8389

13-14 
AMARILLO 

Circus Gatti 
806/378-4297 

13-15 
ABILENE 

World of Wheels 
915/676-6211 

14 
AMARILLO 

Team Penning 
806/376-7767 

Lone Star Ballet 
806/372-2463 

19-22 
PAMPA 

Smithsonian 
Art Train 

806/665-0343 

19-21, 26-28 
ABILENE 

A Midsummer 
Night's Dream 
915/691-6302 

20-21 
MINERAL WELLS 

Crazy Chili 
Showdown 

940/325-4465 

SAN ANGELO 
Firefighters' 

Circus 
915/653-9577 

21 
AMARILLO 
Amarillo 
Symphony 

806/376-8782 

SAN ANGELO 
Petroglyph Tour 

915/949-4757

21-22 
WICHITA FALLS 

Arts Alive/Home & 
Garden Show 
940/696-5262 

26 
ABILENE 
Grease 

915/677-1161 

26-28 
ABILENE 

The Rivals 
915/670-1405 

27-28 
PLAINVIEW 

Gem & Mineral Show 
800/658-2685 

28 
ABILENE 

Circus Gatti 
915/677-4376 

Bird Mart 
915/670-9906 

Philharmonic 
Concert 

915/677-6710 

Chili Day & Auction 
915/676-6211 

AMARILLO 
Make-a-Wish 

Car Show 
806/378-4297 

U..i 
1 8 

1-8 

FORT WORTH 
(began Jan 23) 
Southwestern 

Exposition, 
Livestock Show, 

& Rodeo 
817/877-2400

5-8 
ARLINGTON 

Texas Rangers 
Winter Carnival 

817/459-5000 

6-8 
NAVASOTA 

Go Texan Days 
409/825-2411 

7 
ARLINGTON 

Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Black History 

Program 
817/465-6661 

7-21 
BRYAN 

Marriage of 
the Port 

409/778-9463 

7, 14, 21, 28 

FAIRFIELD 
Bald Eagle 

Tour 
512/389-8900 

8 
ENNIS 

SOKOL Hall 
90th Anniversary 
Dinner & Dance 

972/878-4748 

FORT WORTH 
The Last 

Great Gunfight 
817/735-2033 

PLANO 
Cruise Show 
818/707-3600 

11-28 
DALLAS 

Cirque du Soleil 
972/495-7672

12-14, 19-21, 
_ 26-28 

GAINESVILLE 
Deathtrap 

940/665-8152 

13-16 
GREENVILLE 
Flea Market 
903/455-6109 

13-14, 20-21 

FORT WORTH 
Young King AIrthur 

817/332-2272 

13-15 20-22 
CLEBURNE 

Wait Until Dark 
817/645-8253 

13-28 
LEWISVILLE 

They're Playing 
Our Song 

972/221-7469 

14 
COLUMBUS 

Sylvia 
409/732-5135 

DALLAS 
African American 

History Fair 
214/565-9026 

LANCASTER 
Second Saturday 

on the Square 
972/218-1101 

ROUND TOP 
James Dick 

Piano Concert 
409/249-3129 

15 
ENNIS 

Valentine's Dance 
972/878-4748

18-22 
DALLAS 

Golden Gloves 
Tournament 
214/691-6902 

19-22 
DALLAS 

Tri Delta Charity 
Antiques Show 
214/691-3533 

20-22 
GROESBECK 
Trade Days 

254/729-3616 

21 
DENTON 

Mardi Gras 
Dinner & Dance 

940/340-8620 

21-22_ 
RICHARDSON 

Victorian Elegance 
Antique Show 
972/235-5139 

SULPHUR SPRINGS 
Home Show 

903/572-8726 

22 
SHINER 

Arts & Crafts Show 
512/594-4261 

WACO 
Symphony 

Chamber Music 
254/754-0851 

23, 26 _ 
DALLAS 

Arts & Letters Live 
214/922-1219 

24 
TEMPLE 

Storytelling 
254/939-7268

25 
SEALY 

Chili Cookoff 
409/885-2354 

26-28 
ATHENS 
Pal Joey 

903/675-3908 

WACO 
Fort Fisher 10-K 

Volksmarch 
254/741-9216 

27-28 
ARLINGTON 

Garden Show 
817/459-5000 

DECATUR 
Antique Auto Meet 

940/627-3107 

RICHARDSON 
Trial of the 

Big Bad Wo f 
972/690-5029 

SHERMAN 
Texoma Expo '98 

903/893-1184 

SULPHUR SPRINGS 
Rodeo 

903/885-8071 

YOAKUM 
Land of 

Leather Days 
512/293-2309 

28 
DALLAS 

Downtown Tour 
214/421-9500 

Museum of 
Natural History 

Birds of Prey Day 
214/421-3466 

Music of 
Ives & Copland 
217/943-1099

28 
FORT WORTH 

Cowtown Marathon 
& 10-K Run 

817/735-2033 

GAINESVILLE 
Farm Toy Show 

940/759-2876 

WACO 
Volkswalk 

254/741-9216 

The American 
Spiritual 
Ensemble 

254/752-9797 or 
800/701-2787 

28-Mar 1 
WASHINGTON 

Texas 
Independence Day 

Celebration 
409/836-3695 

1-28 ____ 

TEXARKANA 
Black History 

Month 
903/793-4831 

3 __ _ 
NACOGDOCHES 
Laura Jgalls 

Wilder 
409/468-6407 

7 
CONROE 

Go Texan Parade 
409/756-6644 

MOUNT PLEASANT 
Star Promenaders' 

Square Dance 
903/860-2644 

TEXARKANA 
Sove Like it Hot 

903/792-4992 

7-8 
HUNTSVILLE 

Rocky Raccoon 
Trail Run 

713/468-8115 

7, 21_ 

LUMBERTON 
Guided 

Nature Trail 
Hike 

409/755-7322 

8 -

NACOGDOCHES 
Orchestra 

in the Pines 
409/468-6407 

10 
NACOGDOCHES 

Wind Ensemble 
Concert 

409/468-6407

52

13-15, 20-22 
MINEOLA 

Deathtrap 
903/569-2300 

14 
LOVELADY 

Lovefest Parade 
4119/6361-7611 

20-22 
JEFFERSON 
Mardi Gras 

lpriver 
903/665-2672 

21 

JASPER 
Canoeing 
the Forks 

409/384-5231 

24-27 
NACOGDOCHES 
In, a Northern 

Landscape 
409/468-6407 

27 
TEXARKANA 

Lazer Vaudeville 
903/792-4992 

28 
TEXARKANA 
Symphony 

Chamber Players 
903/792-4992 

1 
HOUSTON 

Gigi 
800/678-5440 

TEXAS CITY 
Black History 

Program 
409/643-5990 

3 
HOUSTON 

Houston Symphony 
Chamber Players 

with Pianist 
Robert Spano 
713/224-7575 

6 
ORANGE 
Cou'girls 

409/886-5535 

6-7 
HOUSTON 

Gerth Fagan 
Dance 

Performance 
713/227-1911 

7 
CORPUS CHRISTI 

Gilbert & Sullivan's 
The Mikado 

512/883-NOTE 

Texas Highways



7 
VICTORIA 

Black History 
Parade & Festival 

512/788-6212 

7-9 
HOUSTON 

Houston Symphony 
with Violinist 
Joshua Bell 

713/224-4240 

8 
VICTORIA 
St. Mary's 

Church Festival 
512/573-4328 

8, 21 

PORT 0' CONNOR 
Whooping Crane 

Tour 
512/983-2215 

9-15 
SOUTH PADRE 

ISLAND 
Winter Texans 

Appreciation Week 
956/761-6433 

10 
HOUSTON 
American 

String Quartet 
713/285-5400 

Mendelssohn 
String Quartet 
713/524-7601 

13 
HOUSTON 

Arturo Sandoval 
Ensemble 

713/524-7601 

PORT ARANSAS 
Black & Red Ball 

512/749-5919 

13-14 
BEAUMONT 
Cinderella 

409/835-7100 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
USS Lexington 

Stage Door 
Canteen 

512/888-4873 

HARLINGEN 
All-Valley 

Arts & Crafts Show 
956/421-2163 

13-15 
SAN BENITO 
Cameron Co 

Livestock Show 
956/831-4066 

13, 15-16 
HOUSTON 

Houston Symphony 
with Pianist Vardan 

Mamikonian 
713/224-4240 

13-24 
GALVESTON 

Mardi Gras! 
Galveston 

888/425-4753 

January 1998

14 
HOUSTON 

Amanda McBroom 
713/227-1911 

ORANGE 
Romancing the 

Movies 
409/886-5535 

14-15 
CORPUS CHRISTI 

Arts & Crafts Show 
512/991-8438 

Custom Car Show 
512/887-9740 

RIO HONDO 
Texas Air Museum 

Early Aviation 
Fly-In & Festival 

956/748-2112 

15 
HARLINGEN 

Valley 
Morning Star 

10-K Run/5-K Walk 
956/423-5511 

16 
HOUSTON 

Houston Symphony 
Performs 

Beethoven's Eighth 
713/224-7575 

16-18, 23-25 
BROWNSVILLE 

Musical Review 
956/546-3721 

18 
BROWNSVILLE 
Jack Schultz 

Orchestra 
956/546-9617 

19 
CORPUS CHRISTI 

Stephen Clapp & 
Joseph Schaw 

Classical Music 
Concert 

512/888-7785 

19-22 
PORT ARTHUR 
Mardi Gras of 

Southeast Texas 
409/721-8717 or 

800/235-7822 

20-28 
HOUSTON 

Livestock Show 
& Rodeo 

713/791-9000 

21 
BAY CITY 

Black History 
Parade 

409/245-6455 

Casa 
Mardi Gras 

Ball 
409/145-5196 

HARLINGEN 
Jack Schultz 
Orchestra 

956/428-4137

21 
HOUSTON 

Liz Lerman 
Dance Exchange 

713/227-1911 

Classical Pianist 
Louis Lortie 
713/224-4240 

PORTLAND 
Taste of Portland 

572/643-2475 

21-22 
PASADENA 

Gem, Mineral, 
& Jewelry Show 

281/481-1591 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
Noche de Gala 
512/854-6528 

22 
BROWNSVILLE 

Little Bit of Mexico 
956/546-3721 

ORANGE 
Carousel 

409/886-5535 

24 
SAN BENITO 

Mardi Gras with 
Jack Schultz 

Orchestra 
956/399-5125 

26 
BEAUMONT 

Symphony with 
Pianist 

Angela Cheng 
409/835-7100 

26-28 
PORT ARANSAS 
Celebration of 

Whooping Cranes 
512/749-5919 or 
800/452-6278 

26-Mar 1 
BROWNSVILLE 
Charro Days 

956/542-4245 or 
800/626-2639 

27 
HOUSTON 

Kronos Quartet 
713/227-1911 

27-28 
CORPUS CHRISTI 

Jr Tennis 
Tournament 
512/888-4782 

Czech Heritage 
Festival 

512/882-9226 

27-Mar 31 
HOUSTON 
FotoFest 

713/529-9140 

28 
BEAUMONT 

Antique & Garden 
Show 

409/832-2709

28 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
Gem & Mineral 

Show 
512/852-1661 

HOUSTON 
Houston Symphony 

with Pianist 
Tsimon Barto 
713/224-4240 

KINGSVILLE 
South Texas 

Ranching Heritage 
Festival 

800/333-5032 

1 

1 
SAN ANTONIO 

Asian 
Lunar New Year 

210/978-8100 

7 
McALLEN 

Square Dance 
Jamboree 

956/682-2871 

7-8 
THREE RIVERS 

Brush Country 
Escape 

281/445-1187 

7-22 
SAN ANTONIO 

Livestock Show 
& Rodeo 

210/225-5851 

8 
PHARR 

Fine Arts 
Show & 

Sale 
956/787-1481 

12-15 
MERCEDES 
All-Valley 
Boat Show 

956/943-3149 

12-22 
LAREDO 

Washington's 
Birthday 

Celebration 
210/722-0589 

17 
EDINBURG 

Jack 
Schultz 

Orchestra 
956/383-7931 

21 
EDINBURG 

Fiesta Hidalgo 
956/383-4974 

21-22 
EDINBURG 

Fiesta Hidalgo 
Rodeo 

956/383-4974

21-22 
MISSION 

Two-Banger 
Antique 

Farm Equipment 
Show 

956/686-4827 

25 
DONNA 

Jack Schultz 
Orchestra 

956/461-3383 

25-Mar 28 
SAN ANTONIO 

The Fantastiks 
210/222-9694 

28 
ALAMO 

Jack Schultz 
Orchestra 

956/781-1358 

LEON VALLEY 
Earthwise 
Living Day 

210/521-2007 

1-21 

AUSTIN 
(began Jan 21) 

Phantom of 
the Opera 

512/477-6060 

1-Mar 28 
AUSTIN 

(began Jan 12) 
La Belle: 

The Mystery 
of La Salle 
in the Gulf 

512/339-1997 

4-8 
AUSTIN 

STOMP 
512/472-5470 

5 
NEW BRAUNFELS 

Community Band 
& Chorale Concert 

830/625-2958 

6 
AUSTIN 

Santiago Rodriguez 
Piano Concert 
512/471-1444 

NEW BRAUNFELS 
Maskenball 

830/625-2760 

7 
KERRVILLE 
Scottish 

Burns Night 
Supper & Ball 
830/895-2864 

STONEWALL 
Birdhouse Day 
830/644-2252 

12 
AUSTIN 

Ali Hassan Kuban 
512/471-1444

13 
AUSTIN 

Texas Gospel Train 
512/472-5470 

14 
AUSTIN 
Debbie 

Reynolds 
512/472-5470 

BEND 
Fly-Fishing 

Seminar 
915/628-3240 

BOERNE 
Valentine's Day 

Ball 
210/698-1702 

14-15 
STONEWALL 

Wine & 
Chocolate 
Tasting 

830/644-2681 

15 
AUSTIN 

Growing Up 
on the Prairie 
512/472-5470 

18 
AUSTIN 
Tashi 

with Lukas 
Foss 

512/471-1444 

20 
SAN MARCOS 

SWT 
Symphony 
Orchestra 
Children's 
Concert 

512/245-2651 

20-21 
AUSTIN 

Peter Nero 
512/476-6064 

Carousel 
512/472-5470

20-28 
AUSTIN 1 
Beast 

on 
the Moon 1 

512/472-5143 EL PASO 
Celebration 

of India 
21 915/833-0582 

AUSTIN 
David PRESIDIO 

Murray Tour of Big Bend 
Quartet Ranch State Park 

512/471-1444 512/389-8900 

7 
21-22 DEL RIO 

GEORGETOWN Arts & Crafts Fair 
Williamson 830/775-3551 

Co 
Gem & ODESSA 
Mineral Symphony with 
Show Guitarist 

512/869-4711 John Pizzarelli 

21-22, 28 12-14, 19-21 
21S22, 2ODESSA 
AUSTIN . Richard III 

R npelstiltskin 915/332-7586 
512/459-7144 

13 
22 EL PASO 

KERRVILLE Leroy Villanueva, 
Fort Worth/ Baritone 

Dallas 915/544-2022 
Ballet 

830/896-5727 14 
FORT DAVIS 

25 Valentine's Day 

BANDERA Dinner 

Winter at Indian Lodge 

Texan 915/426-3254 

Appreciation 14-16 
Party 

830/796-3045 or ODESSA 
800/364-3833 Arts & Crafts Show 

915/263-7690 

25-28 20-21 
SAN MARCOS EL PASO 

The Symphony with 
Miracle Violinist 
Worker Igor Oistrakh 

512/245-2147 915/532-4661 

28 20-22 
AUSTIN LAJITAS 
Stamp Rio Grande 
Show Gourmet Raft Trip 

512/288-4890 210/821-5600

Brownsville celebrates the legacy of the Mexican hor semait 
during Charro Days, February 26-March 1.

20-22 
ODESSA 

Antique Show 
915/366-3541 

21 

COMSTOCK 
Pressa Canyon 

Tour 
915/292-4464 

LAJITAS 
Tour of 

Big Bend Ranch 
State Park 

512/389-8900 

21-23 

PRESIDIO 
Big Bend 
Ranching 
Heritage 

Trail Ride 
915/424-3238 

24 
DEL RIO 

American Cabaret 
830/775-0888 

EL PASO 
Mardi Gras 

Masquerade Ball 
915/565-6900 

27-28 
ALPINE 

Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering 

915/837-8191 

EL PASO 
Siglo de Oro 

Drama Festival 
915/532-7273 

ODESSA 
Round & 

Square Dance 
Festival 

915/381-3035 

27-Mar 1 

PRESIDIO 
Desert 

Survival 
Workshop 

915/229-3416
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Vainonos to the Valley Beginning in November, 
as the wind blows cold 
and winter descends 

upon most of the nation, thou
sands of folks head to the Rio 
Grande Valley. By January, 
more than 100,000 sun-seekers 
have temporarily changed 
their addresses to the Lone 
Star State. The feature stories 
in this issue help pave the way 
for a winter's worth of recre
ation and relaxation, but you'd 
have to stay all year to take 
in everything.  

Perhaps you'd like to learn 
to scuba dive (there are two 
sites in the Valley, one near 
Port Isabel, the other near Port 
Mansfield), see endangered 
sea turtles at nearby South 
Padre Island, take accordion 
lessons (try the Narciso Mar
tinez Cultural Arts Center in 
San Benito), or see vintage 
aircraft (visit the Texas Air 
Museum near Rio Hondo). For 
help in tracking down Valley 
attractions of all sorts, stop into 
the Valley's Texas Travel Infor
mation Center, at 2021 W. Har
rison in Harlingen (78552-5948), 
at the junction of US 77 and 
US 83. The travel counselors 
there know their stuff. They 
can provide you with litera
ture and maps, tell you which 
highways provide pretty drives, 
which fruit orchards offer 
tours, how to find lodging or 
RV accommodations, and even 
how to sign up for tours into 
Mexico's interior. The center 
opens 8-5 daily (except for 
Jan.1, Dec. 24-25, Easter, and

Thanksgiving); 
4477. (Read By t 
ing page for mor 

Let the Spir 
Austin's es 

M. Hunti 
lery house 

paintings, sculpt 
on paper at two 
Texas sites-an 
counting touring 
Huntington-orga 
see exhibit, Spir 
Self-Taught Texa 
The Twentieth C 
this month to D 
ney Avenue Con 
From January 8 
ruary 22, viewer 
the artists' sens 
and off-kilter se 
puzzle over mea 
ration, and above 
all, appreciate a 
show that veers 
noticeably from 
the norm. From 
Felix "Fox" 
Harris' 15-foot 
"totems," af
fixed with 
spinning met
al cutouts and 
sundry found it 
often used stilts 
he worked), to t 
tic, aeronautic b 

Along with other 
in the Spirited , 
show, Xmeah Sb 
"Light of the Wo 
travel to Dallas, 
Houston this yea 
COURTESY HUNTINGTON

call 956/428
he Way on fac
e on the Valley.) 

it Move You 
teemedn ~ A rche~r

W 
w 
v 

J 

J

ngton Art Gal- A Star-Studded Mission 
es some 12,000 efore the railroad 
ures, and works brought agriculturally
University of minded developers to 
d that's not the Rio Grande Valley in 1905, 

shows. One only cacti and retama thick
inized must- ets grew in the river's fertile 
ited Journeys: flood plain. Encouraged by the 
s Artists of successful citrus plantings of 
entury, travels his peers, land developer John 
allas' McKin- Shary planted the Valley's 
temporary. first large commercial citrus 
through Feb- orchard in 1915. Seven years 
s can admire later, Shary sold his first crop, 
e of humor and a grapefruit boom took 
nsibilities, off. Now regarded as some of 
ning and inspi- the tastiest citrus in the na
e tion, Texas-grown 

oranges and fa
y mous Rio Star 

\ grapefruits per
\ I 

fume the Valley's breezes and 
even star in 

their own festi
val-Mission's 

_ Texas Citrus 
Fiesta, which 

ems (Fox celebrates its 61st 
when - anniversary the last week 

he futuris- of January this year.  
blueprints The event kicks off for 

the public on January 29, 
with the coronation of 

journeys King Citrus, Queen 
aEla'ReEl's Citrianna, and 28 Duch
rld" will esses, each duchess 
Tyler, and 1 representing a differ
ir. ent Valley product.  
ART GALLERY Saturday brings the

King Citrus, Queen Citrianna, 
and their royal court wave from 
their float in the Texas Citrus 
Fiesta parade, which wends 
through Mission on January 30.  

by 1850s Texas immigrant 
Charles Dellschau, the 150 
works here depict the full 
range of human experience.  

After closing at the McKin
ney Avenue Contemporary 
(214/953-1622), Spirited Jour
neys travels to the Tyler Mu
seum of Art (Mar. 14-May 10; 
903/595-1001) and to Hous
ton's Blaffer Gallery (Aug. 22
Oct. 11; 713/743-9530.) For 
information about the Hunting
ton Gallery, call 512/471-7324.  
Web site: www.utexas.edu/ 
cofa/hag.

Texas Highways

Product Costume Show. Fes
tooned with such items as 
grapefruits, orange and lemon 
peels, cabbage and fern leaves, 
and dried fruit segments, the 
dresses look-and smell
wonderful. The parade, which 
wends through downtown Mis
sion on Saturday and attracts 
some 100,000 spectators, fea
tures floats of equal elabora
tion, decorated with every type 
of Valley produce imaginable.  
The fiesta also offers live 
music, an arts and crafts fair, a 
carnival, a fun run, and a Fun 
Fair complete with games and 
rides. Write to the Texas Citrus 
Fiesta, Box 407, Mission 78572, 
or call 956/585-9724.  

O'Keeffe and Texas W isconsin native 
Georgia O'Keeffe had 
already made an im

pact on the art world by the 
time she returned to Texas 
in 1916 for her second two-year 
teaching stint in the Panhandle 
(see "Georgia in Texas," May 
1995). When she arrived in 
Canyon, though, to teach art 
at West Texas State Normal 
College, she found inspiration 
in sunrises, sunsets, and the 
vast landscapes of the canyons, 
ultimately embarking on one 
of the most productive periods 
of her career. At the Marion 
Koogler McNay Art Museum 
in San Antonio from January 27 
through April 5, O'Keeffe and 
Texas highlights nearly 50 paint
ings, watercolors, and drawings 
that trace Texas' lasting influ
ence on Georgia O'Keeffe's 
career. The show will not travel.  

In conjunction with O'Keeffe 
and Texas, the McNay will dis
play Georgia O'Keeffe: Canyon 
Suite, an exhibition of 28 re
cently discovered watercolors 
painted while the artist taught 
in Canyon.  

The McNay, at 6000 North 
New Braunfels in San Antonio 
(78209), will open for extended 
hours (Tue-Sat 10-6:30, Sun 
noon-6:30) during O'Keeffe and 
Texas' 10-week run. Though the 
McNay's regular galleries are 
free, tickets for O'Keeffe and 
Texas cost $7; free age 12 and
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younger. Call 210/224-9600 to 
order tickets in advance 
through Ticketmaster, or call 
210/930-4419 to reach the 
McNay. Wheelchair accessible.  

By the Way...  

A t tent ion, bird-lovers! 
Through January 18, Fort 

Worth's Amon Carter Muse
um presents A Passion for 
Birds: Eliot Porter's Pho
tography, a selection of 95 
prints, most taken between 
1937 and 1974. Like John 
James Audubon, Porter sought 
to create bird portraits that 
not only pleased the eye, but 
also proved valuable to orni
thologists. The photographer's 
large-format camera, lights, 
and field notes are here, 
too.... call 817/738-1933.  

T hrough June 30, the Bell 
County Museum in Bel

ton presents the exhibit Civil 
War and Reconstruction 
in Bell County, which exam
ines the events that led to the 
war, the conflict itself, and 
the Reconstruction years of 
1865-76. A timeline of national 
events provides an overview, 
and period weaponry, military 
supplies, flags, photos, and let
ters from both Union and Con
federate forces add faces and 
names to the struggle. Narra
tives from former slaves (inter
viewed in the 1930s) contribute

From January 27 
through April 5, 
the McNay Art 
Museum in San 
Antonio highlights 
the Texas-inspired 
works of Georgia 
O'Keeffe. She 
painted Blue I in 
1917, during her 
stay in Canyon.  

further dimen
sion.... call 254/ 
933-5243.  A bout 20 min

utes east 
of Rio Hondo 
on FM 106, the 
45,000-acre La
guna Atascosa 

National Wildlife Refuge, 
the Rio Grande Valley's largest 
nature sanctuary, provides a 
great spot for viewing birds 
that winter in Texas, such as 
sandhill cranes, snow geese, 
red-tailed hawks, and redhead
ed ducks, as well as resident 
gulls, least grebes, alligators, 
ocelots, javelinas, long-tailed 
weasels, and deer. Five hiking 
trails and two driving routes 
provide easy access to the 
refuge and its 7,000 acres of 
marshland, and a visitors' center 
offers wildlife exhibits, a bird 
and animal checklist, and a pic
nic area... .call 956/748-3607.  
S ome 1,000 bald eagles mi

grate to Texas each winter 
to spend the season on the lakes 
of eastern Texas and the Hill 
Country. At the Rains County 
Eagle Fest (Jan. 16-17), you 
can enjoy one-and-a-half-hour 
barge tours of the eagles' nest
ing areas along the shores of 
Lake Fork; you'll see other 
birds and wildlife, too. The 
fest also features Alabama
Coushatta dancers, arts and 
crafts, music, and storytelling.  
... call 903/473-4478 or 473-3913.  
Until the end of February, 
the Hill Country's Vanishing 
Texas River Cruise, which 
embarks from the shores of 
Lake Buchanan some 20 min
utes west of Burnet, takes 
eagle-viewers on two-and-a
half-hour excursions on the

lake (daily, except Tue., at 11 
a.m.; special four-hour cruises 
on Sat. at 10)....call 512/756
6986 or 800/4-RIVER-4.  It's time to dust off those le

derhosen! San Benito's Fun 
N Sun RV Resort, the largest 
RV park in Texas, with the 
biggest dance hall in the Valley, 
throws its fourth annual Win
ter Texan Polkafest January 
17-18. Some 1,000 revelers will 
dance to continuous live mu
sic, enjoy Mexican and Ger
man food and drink, play horse
shoes, and vie for prizes in cos
tume and strudel-baking con
tests... .call 956/399-5125.  
F rom a nameless, stacked

stone fence in Sisterdale to 
the "Cowtown Moderne" inte
rior of Fort Worth's Texas & 
Pacific railroad depot, 
buildings 
and sites s 
in every 
corner of 
Texas sup
ply a tangi
ble chron
ology of the 
state's de
velopment.  
Texas Past: 
Enduring 
Legacy, by 
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Depart
ment executive 
director Andrew 
Sansom, examines some 
500 years of written history, 
change, and preservation 
efforts. Photographer Wyman 
Meinzer captured 150 images 
representing Texas from pre
historic times (the pictographs 
at Seminole Canyon State His
torical Park) to Texas as it nears 
the millennium (the Saturn 
rocket at the L.B.J. Space Center 
in Houston). The book costs 
$39.95....call 800/252-3206.  Through February 1, the 

Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston, showcases the rarely 
seen photographic works of 
prolific artist Pablo Picasso.  
With more than 200 photos 
and some 100 paintings, prints, 
and collages, The Dark Mir
ror, Picasso: Photography 
and Painting reveals the

For information on 
emergency road conditions 
1 Texas, call 800/452-9292.  

>t's working methods, doc
nts the development of 
style, and juxtaposes his 
hed works with the photos 
inspired them... .call 713/ 
7300.  
or many Valley denizens, 
the Laguna Madre village 
ort Isabel provides the 
way to South Padre Island.  
>re you leave the mainland 
he two-and-six-tenths-mile
Queen Isabella Causeway 
longest bridge in Texas), 
stay awhile to soak up 

some of the sleepy fish
ing village's flavor.  
The 70-foot-high Port 

Isabel Lighthouse, 
built in 1853 and 
now a state histori
cal park, is closed 
for year-long ren
ovation, but you 
can view light
house photo
graphs, mem
orabilia, and 
artifacts in 
the adjacent 

replica of the
lighthouse keeper's cottage, 

which also houses the chamber 
of commerce. Be sure to check 
out the nearby Port Isabel 
Historical Museum (open 
Wed-Sun), which displays re
covered sea treasures and 
shipwreck artifacts in an 1899 
building....call 956/943-2262 
or 800/527-6102 (chamber), 
or 956/943-7602 (museum).  

At the Kimbell Art Museum 
in Fort Worth through Jan

uary 25, visitors can view some 
125 pieces of African artworks 
never before seen outside of 
Africa and Europe. Hidden 
Treasures From Tervuren: 
Masterpieces from the Roy
al Museum for Central Afri
ca, Belgium highlights objects 
from many cultures and peo
ples, including coffins, masks, 
royal regalia, and figurines.  
... call 817/332-8451.
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T E X( E T E R A brings you readers' tips and timely travel tidbits.  

Because we're unable to check out every item in "Readers Recom

mend," and because details can change, we encourage you to call ahead 

for more information. When we mention new places, products, or publi

cations, we try to include only those with promise; keep in mind, how

ever, that problems can occur with start-up businesses.  

If you run across a noteworthy Lone Star attraction, restaurant, 
event, or product, we'd love to hear about it. Write to Readers 

Recommend, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009.  

Remember that space constraints prevent us from running every sug

gestion we receive. We reserve the right to edit items.

READERS RECOMMEND...  

E ven in cowboy country, 
we've had a hard time find

ing nice places to vacation with 
our horses and dogs-until we 
discovered Ragtime Ranch Inn in 
Elgin. Ragtime welcomes fami
lies, dogs, cats, and horses on 

their 37-acre resort property
four-star luxury with a Western 
flair. Ragtime offers four very 
private units with oversized 
rooms, each with a full refriger
ator, microwave, fireplace, bath, 
and porch.  
Facilities also 
include run-in 
horse sheds, a 
pool, a fishing 
lake, a picnic.  
area, party t 
rooms, chickens, 
donkeys, and a 
General Store.

Marianne Swim, 
Austin 
Ragtime Ranch 
Inn is 5 miles 
northeast of Elgin 
on County Road

also a bed and breakfast. So, 
those who do not live near 
Kingsville can spend the night 
in one of their delightful rooms, 
and I'm sure they will enjoy 
another great meal at breakfast.  

Pam Massad, Corpus Christi 
The B Bar B Ranch Inn is 8 miles 
south of Kingsville on County 
Road 2215 East. Open Friday 
and Saturday nights only. Reser
vations required for both the 
restaurant and the inn; 512/ 
296-3331.

( GRIFwI -MTTII

One of only two remaining hand-pulled ferries in 
the United States, the Los Ebanosferry carts cars 

across the Rio Grande, 20 miles west of Mission.

98; rates start at 
$95 per night; 800/800-9743.  

' recently had dinner at the 
B Bar B Ranch Inn in Kingsville.  

I highly recommend their "Nou
veau Ranch" cuisine. The steak 
was absolutely divine. The 
grilled rabbit with wine sauce 
was premium. The handsome 
ranch atmosphere was richly 
decorated in South Texas style, 
and the casual dress made me 
feel relaxed. But the best discov
ery about B Bar B was that it is

In West (between Waco and Hillsboro), on Main Street, 
you will spot a quaint restau
rant, Sulak's Cafe, with a Swiss 
chateau-style front. Step in
side, and you'll be in a friendly 
Czech atmosphere. At the 100
year-old bar and at tables, you'll 
see [folks] gathered to enjoy 
bowls of goulash, homemade 
bread, and cold beer served in 
frosted mugs or glasses. The 
kolaches are also a tasty treat.  

The cafe was founded by

Rudolph and Albina Sulak in 
1923. It's still a family business, 
owned by Robert and Mary 
(Sulak) Shebesta. People from 
all over stop there to eat.  

Willa Mae Cervenka, Waco 
Sulak's Cafe is at 208 North Main 
Street in West; 254/826-7791.  

FERRY INTERESTING 

T he ferry at Los Ebanos on the 
I Texas-Mexico border is one 
of only two existing hand-pulled 
ferries in the United States (the 
other works on the James River 
out of Hatton, Virginia). From 
8 to 4 daily, the faithful ferry, 
which received a state histori
cal marker in 1975, carries cars 
(three at a time) and passengers 
across the Rio Grande.  

EN"LIGHTNING" FREQUENCIES 

I n last month's "Lone Star 
Freeze Frames," we cited 

some of Texas' wintry weather 
extremes. To stay abreast 
year round of the state's some
times-quirky climate, check 
out the National Weather Service's 
NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmos
pheric Administration) Weather 
Radio program, which broad
casts regional weather bulle
tins every four to six minutes.  
For free information on the 
program or on purchasing a 
weather radio (or to obtain free 
"Preparedness Guides" for ice 
storms, thunderstorms, and 
other natural ravagers), write 
to the National Weather Ser
vice, Office of Meteorology, 
Customer Service (Attn: 
W/OM11), 1325 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910; or contact your local 
NWS office. NWS's Southern 
Region Web Site: www.srh.  
noaa.gov.  

f you're exploring the town of 
Columbus, stop by the conven

tion and visitors bureau (in the 
restored 1886 Stafford Opera 
House at 425 Spring Street) for 
a free copy of the If Houses Could 
Only Talk... brochure. The publi
cation spotlights seven struc-

tures in the town's Historical 
District, which boasts 70-plus 
historical markers. Drive to one 
of the designated sites (the 1836 
Alley Log Cabin, for example), 
tune your radio to the AM fre
quency listed, and catch an earful 
about the landmark in the com
fort of your car. Write to Box 98, 
Columbus 78934; 409/732-8385.  

TEXAS FESTS 

T exans have countless rea
sons to celebrate, and ac

cording to an unofficial survey 
by Cathy Straley of Flower 
Mound, the state hosts some 
2,000 festivals every year.  
Thanks to this survey, Cathy 
and her husband, Beau Straley, 
have started a bimonthly news 
magazine, Festivals of Texas.  
Each issue serves up festival 
facts with Lone Star culture 
and history on the side. Find 
the lowdown on the likes of 
October's Pumpkin Pflyer 
Bicycle Tour in Pflugerville, or 
June's National Cow Calling 
Contest in Miami. Look for a 
free copy of Festivals of Texas at 
TxDOT Travel Information 
Centers. To subscribe ($13 per 
year), or to obtain a free copy 
by mail, write to 2240 Morriss 
Road, Suite 110-191, Flower 
Mound 75028; 888/459-2993.  

SEE You LATER...  

N oah's Land, a 500-acre wild
life park near Gonzales, has 

closed. The park was home to 
some 110 species of exotic and 
rare animals, from alligators to 
Sicilian donkeys to wallaroos.  

omething old, some
S thing new.... February 
finds us taking the waters 
at old spas and touring 
the nation's newest pres
idential library. We'll 
even stop the sands of 
time to capture dunes 
and other grainy forma
tions in a photo essay.  
Take a moment to join us.
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The whimsically painted Epifanio Reyes Building turns heads in Sanderson, 
120 miles northwest of Del Rio. A couple of visiting artists applied the vivid colors about two years ago 
just to catch the eye of travelers on US 90. Look for the colorful structure in the center of town on the 

north side of the highway, next to the Arroyo Grande Cantina.
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