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A/lance for 
Audited Media

DYANNE FRY CORTEZ, who penned this month's 

Flora Fact, is a hiker, amateur botanist and volunteer at 

Austin's Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, where she 

assists with spring and fall surveys of range vegetation. She 

makes a habit of looking down to see what's growing along the 

trail and under her feet - especially 

in arid regions, where plants are 

often armed with spines or thorns.  

-- Dyanne works at TPWD's Austin 

headquarters, keeping fishing 

reports and regulations up to date 

on the agency website and answering 

e-mail from anglers all over the 

state. She's a frequent contributor 

to Texas Parks & Wildlife. Watch these 

pages for future articles on outdoor 

attractions and native plants that 

stab, stick or sting.  

BRANDON JAKOBEIT, who photographed this 

month's Hueco Tanks bouldering article, had never experi

enced bouldering up close. He was excited to explore Hueco 

Tanks State Park and Historic Site and was inspired by 

watching climbers from around 

the world make their way to the 

tops of boulders with just the use 

of their hands and feet. "Pho

tographing the climbers, I could 

just feel their excitement and love 

for the sport," Brandon says.  

Brandon, art director of Texas Parks 

& Wildlife magazine, works with 

photographers and graphic 

designers to direct the artistic 

look of the magazine that you 

see every month.  

B EN HORSIMANNY a native Iowan, found a love for 

nature exploring his grandparents' farm. He started his career 

with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and worked for 

the Army Corps of Engineers before making the move to the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, where he worked as the 

park interpreter at Stephen F. Austin State Park before taking his 

current position as regional interpre

tive specialist of Region 2 state parks.  

In his short time on the job, serving 

parks in South Texas such as Estero 

Llano Grande, he has discovered a 

love of birding and has combined that 

with a newfound interest in photogra

phy, racking up photos of more than 

300 bird species. On his days off, you 

can usually find him searching for that 

next bird on the list or exploring a 

new area in his kayak.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 7



A'T ISSUE 
FROM THE P E N OF CARTER P. S M IT H 

The little fighter came barreling in at 5:46 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 5. When he quit thrashing around long 
enough for us to get a weight on him, he came in at a whopping 9 pounds, 12 ounces. We knew he was going to be 

big, but not quite that big.  

In Parks and Wildlife parlance and measure, it wasn't quite a ShareLunker, but it might as well have been. At least 

that is what I told anyone in close enough proximity to listen. But, as my wife repeatedly admonished me, it was

n't a fish. It was a child, our very first. A little baby boy, to be exact. His name is Ryland Whitt Smith.  

His father is ecstatic.  

The prevailing question on my mind right now is how to raise the budding little out

doorsman. He's certainly a fascinating creature, another characterization that my wife 

takes some umbrage with. But, alas, such are the sacrifices one makes when teamed up 

with a mate with a biological bent. ; 

Admittedly, at this stage, his life activities are rather restricted. His sweet mother 

handles the lion's share of them. For the record, however, I feel compelled to share that J At l b 
I am handling more than my share of the "poopy diapers," a phrase I never thought I'd 

actually write in the pages of this magazine.  

You won't be surprised to learn that I have received an abundance of sage counsel about 

how to raise young Ryland. The advice has ranged far and wide, from the poignant and y 
personal to the humorous and hilarious. Some have even gone so far as to write him let

ters marked "Personal and Confidential," advising him to develop strategies now to avoid 

at all costs having to sit through my long-winded speeches when he gets older. What are 

friends for, after all? 

Nearly everyone has told me to get him outside early and often, a welcome and much-anticipated obligation for 

this writer. Give him ample time to go play, explore, meander, wander, discover, learn, experience and express him

self in nature, they have suggested. Those with actual experience in such things have counseled me that in no time 

at all, he'll be old enough to hunt, fish, camp, hike, bike, kayak, canoe, bird-watch and roast marshmallows by the 

campfire. I can hardly wait.  

Until then, young Ryland, I hope you'll understand that I wouldn't be doing my job if I didn't make a few prom

ises to you regarding the outdoors. So, here are io things we'll do together by the time you hit the age of 10: 

- Catch a bass.  

" Watch the bats come out at Bracken Cave.  

- Take hunter safety.  

- Go on a dove hunt.  

- See the dinosaur tracks in the Paluxy.  

- Fish for trout in the Laguna Madre.  

" Swim in Balmorhea Springs and the Frio River.  

- Go see the "Big Tree" at Goose Island.  

- Hike up Enchanted Rock.  

- Camp out in the Pineywoods.  

If you have any more suggestions for how to be a good dad, I'm all ears. And, for Ryland's (and Dad's) sake, my 

list doesn't have to stop at io. Thankfully, I have colleagues like Nancy Herron, who writes this month on tips for 

how to make the most of your time over the holidays with kids in the outdoors. I'll read up and hope you will, too.  

Thanks for caring about our wild things and wild places. They need you now more than ever.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement: 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  
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PICKS, PANS AND PROBES FROM OUR READERS

F0RE 0ORD
The tantalizing aroma of homemade stew bubbling on the stovetop wafts 

in to us as we cheer on the Cowboys, bringing back memories of my late mother

in-law's hearty beef soup with a smell that could only be described as "Grandma's 

love." Like an upstart offspring, I've customized Grandma's already-perfect recipe 

with a handful of peppers and herbs from the garden and a small mountain of gar

lic. Sweet Dorothy learned how to make it from her mother but never told me how 

many generations it goes back. I imagine that when her mother made it for her in 

the Depression, store-bought beef was scarce, so perhaps it was made with harvest

ed venison instead. Either way, it will carry on as "Grandma's soup" when my chil

dren fill that big pot on their stove each fall as well.  

Again and again, we remember the importance of family tradition as we pre

pare the pages of this magazine every month. That first fishing pole under the 

Christmas tree, the first anxious-but-thrilling night in a hunting camp, even the 

tent that collapses when we forget a crucial step in building it together at a state 

park. Our cultural heritage is often defined by small rituals we learn from our 

elders, like how to bait a hook or grind our own sausage. In a time of electron

ic diversion, time spent learning the "old ways" connects us to our grandpar

ents through traditions that trace back to our earliest forebears.  

When I chat with TPWD artist Clemente Guzman as we pass in the hallway, our 

conversations often turn to the lives of our ancestors and the lessons we learned 

from them about living in harmony with the natural world. I never tire of hear

ing him tell about his grandmother's Native American heritage and his passion 

about the native plants she used for food and medicine. As you'll read in this 

month's cover feature on Clemente, he uses his artistic talent to inspire others 

to respect and protect the gifts of the land.  

I've got to give a special shout-out to Abe Moore, a cherished colleague who 

has simultaneously produced a poignant segment about Clemente for our PBS 

television series, and TP&W photographer Chase Fountain, who braved a win

ter storm to capture the images of snowy bison at Caprock Canyons that inspired 

this month's cover painting. We don't often get to coordinate our efforts this 

deeply, but when we do, it feels like playing in a symphony.  

This month, we also feature another adventure story from Managing Editor 

Russell Roe and Art Director BrandonJakobeit. Hueco Tanks, perhaps one of 

the richest cultural gems of the state park crown, provides the backdrop for some 

nail-biting, fingertip-gripping bouldering. You'll get a taste of Texas adventure 

to enjoy from your cozy armchair.  

Take time this holiday season to go outdoors with the youngest members of 

your family, even if only to walk around the block and share a story or two. Those 

shared moments provide inspiration that can last a lifetime.  

LoUIE BOND 
E D I T O R

10 * DECEMBER 2013

PREDATOR AND PREY 
W e went camping at Inks Lake State Park 

over Labor Day, and one morning, my 

II-year-old son had the camera out taking a 
picture of a heron in the lake. What he caught 

next on the 

camera sur

prised all of 
us - a snake 

swam near 

the heron, 
which then 

snatched the 
snake out of 

the water for a nice breakfast treat! He cap

tured a great pic of the heron with the snake 

in its beak. We just had to share.  

DAVID HURWICH 

Frisco 

SHARED HISTORY G reat anniversary issue! My first sur

prise: the current set-up for TPWD 

started but three years before my tenure 

began at Texas A&M. During my first years 

at A&M, I taught half of the vertebrates class 

for the Game Wardens School, until the 

school moved to Austin. In the '70s I took 

students to Black Gap Wildlife Manage

ment Area, and in the '90s, I carried out 

research at the then-new Big Bend Ranch 

State Park. Parks and WMAs have served as 

research sites for grad students and faculty 

from a number of colleges. May the next 50 

years be as good as the first 50.  

KEITH ARNOLD 

Professor emeritus, Texas A&M University 

Sound off for Mail Call 

st us hear from you! 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 

welcomes letters from our readers.  

Please include your name, address 
and telephone number.  

at 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine, 
4200 Smith School Road, 

Austin, TX 78744.  

Email usi at magazine@tpwd.texas.gov 
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity

FJ

LET TER S
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How do you save a bison herd? It 
takes a visionary rancher, commitment 

from the State of Texas and runners 

wearing bison hats.  
By 1878, bison that roamed the 

plains by the millions had been pushed 
almost to extinction after commercial 

buffalo hunters wiped out the great 
Texas herds. Charles Goodnight, one 
of Texas' first Panhandle ranchers, 
saved a few buffalo calves for his wife, 
Mary Ann. She became determined to 
save a few of the bison when she heard

the bleats of the orphaned calves after 
their mothers were killed.  

After roping his first calves and 
acquiring a few others, Goodnight had 
a herd of five to seven animals that 
grew to 13 animals by 1887 and peaked 
in the 1920s, when the herd included 
more than 200 bison.  

After Goodnight's death in 1929, his 
herd changed ownership. It was donat
ed to the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department in 1997 and moved to 

Caprock Canyons, a 15,000-acre state

park near Quitaque.  

Through blood testing, researchers 
discovered the bison in Goodnight's 
herd were not only pure bison, but 

their DNA was different from other 

bison in North America. Goodnight's 
herd represents the last remaining 

example of southern plains bison.  
The bison conservation efforts of the 

Goodnights are still very present in the 
thinking of the current staff of 
Caprock Canyons State Park.  

The buffalo undergo annual checkups

I2 * DECEMBER 2013



and vaccinations to keep the 

herd healthy. Caprock 
Canyons also hosts an 
annual fundraiser that ded

icates all proceeds toward 
bison herd restoration.  

In September, the park 

celebrated the third annual 

Bison Festival in Quitaque, 
beginning with the Buffalo 
Stampede color run in the 

morning. More than 60 
runners woke up early, put 

on their bison hats and ran 
a 5K, starting at the park 

visitors center. Participants 
were painted with reddish
brown paint before run
ning by Lake Theo against Septem 
the backdrop of canyons Activiti 
that glittered in the early 
morning light.  

The festivities continued at the local 
cotton gin, where artisans sold home

made salsas, kettle corn, antiques, 
rings, necklaces, earrings and bolo 
neckties with stones on silver settings.  

In early afternoon, a six-band con

cert began with Caleb Allemand and 

the 9 Volt Band and continued 
throughout the afternoon with No 

Dry County, Brandon Adams and the 
Sad Bastards, Zac Wilkerson, Casey

ber festivities celebrated Texas' state bison herd at Caprock Canyons State Park.  

es included a run, art sale and concert to benefit the historic herd.

Berry and the Live Texas Mosquitos, 
ending with Texas' own nine-time 

Grammy Award-winning Asleep at 

the Wheel playing well-known tunes 
such as Choo Choo Ch'Boogie, Hot Rod 
Lincoln and Route 66 as well as songs by 
Ray Charles, Cindy Walker and local 
favorite Bob Wills.  

When the festivities came to a close at 
the end of the night, a barbecue grill 
and bison hide were raffled off to two

lucky winners.  

Today, roughly 80 bison make up the 
official state of Texas bison herd at the 
park. The animals roam 700 new acres 

of grassland in addition to the 300 acres 
they already had, allowing visitors to 
view the buffalo in their native habitat.  

The long-term goal is to allow the 
bison to roam an additional 10,000 

acres of the park. * 

- Stephanie M. Salinas

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 13



Paintbrush

Actual Size 
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20 YEARS ago we created 
the first of our Texas Bluebonnets.  

In celebration of this anniversary we have 
taken another beloved Texas wildflower, 
the Indian Paintbrush, and recreated it 
using a varying array of fine sapphires, 

fancy yellow diamonds, and green garnets 
set inl8kt gold that truly captures the 

vibrant colors of this distinct Texas native.  
Chain is additional.  

PD- 85 - Pendant - $1995 
ER-185 - Earrings - $3495 

CH-045 - 18" Wheat Chain - $695

Actual Size 

The Official state flower of Texas comes 
alive in a unique design of diamonds, blue 
sapphires, green garnets, and 18kt gold.  

Chain extra. Available in yellow or white gold.  
PD-022 - Lg. Pendant.- $2275 

ER-007 - Earstuds - $3325 
CH-002 18" Rope Chain - $595 

1 (800) 299-5475 
1 (512) 346-1780

wwwkirkroot designs.com

__ For the Birds 
Estero Llano Grande offers a multitude of avian experiences.

From the minute you get out of 
your car in the parking lot, it's obvi

ous that Estero Llano Grande State 
Park isn't like most parks. Hum
mingbirds dart by as you follow the 
big, yellow bird footprints to a cob
blestone path that winds down to the 

visitors center.  

A large deck overlooks Ibis Pond, 
where you'll find birds of every shape 
and color. Great kiskadees stand guard 
on dead limbs, purple martins snatch 

insects as they patrol the skies, and a 
group of black-bellied whistling ducks 
lands in a flutter of wings and webbed 

feet. Great blue herons, great egrets, 
black-necked stilts and killdeer 
methodically wade through the water, 
looking for their next meal. It comes as

no surprise that this park in Weslaco is 

one of the multiple locations that make 
up the World Birding Center in the 
Rio Grande Valley of South Texas.  

Once you've checked in at head
quarters, you can choose how to 

explore this amazing place. There are 
regular guided bird, butterfly and 
dragonfly hikes with expert park 
interpreters and volunteers. Tram 

tours offer a less strenuous guided 
option, or you can head out on your 

own with a map and some guidance 

from the friendly staff behind the 
front desk. If you "fly solo," be sure to 
check the whiteboard and the eBird 
kiosk for recent sightings in the park.  

One of the best things about this 

230-acre park is that it was designed as

14 * DECEMBER 2013
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wildlife habitat, featuring tropical and 
aquatic areas along with savanna and 

dense brush. Head out to Alligator 
Lake to see green kingfishers and 
neotropical cormorants, along with 

the pond's namesake quietly waiting 
for its next meal. In the tropical zone, 
look for plain chachalacas, tropical 
kingbirds and perhaps even a mother 
bobcat scampering through with her 
kittens. The garden around the head
quarters abounds with hummingbirds 

and butterflies of all kinds. The levee 
on the southern and eastern boundary 

of the park provides a great spot to 

survey the skies and treetops for 
white-tailed kites and other raptors as 
they search for prey.  

If one day isn't enough for you, the

>.'

Birds and butterflies attract 
wildlife watchers to Estero 
Llano Grande State Park, one 
of the World Birding Center 

locations in South Texas.

park recently added a lodge to the 
property, allowing gro--ps to spend 
the night in comfort. To be a little 
closer to nature at night, stay in a tent 

during one of the ranger-hosted 

camping events. Other e ents at the 

park offer unique exper-ences such as 

having breakfast with the birds, 
dressing up in your best costume for 

the popular Spooky Sc-ence Fest or 
learning about the stalls on a new 

moon hike or the creatures of the 

night on a full moon hike.  
There are many wonderful things 

to see at Estero Llano Grande State 

Park, and you will surely --ind plenty 
of your own reasons to return * 

- Bn Horstmann

Texas 
Star Cut Blue 

Topaz 

The official state stone of Texas is 
the dazzling "star cut" blue topaz.  

Improving on the cut, we have added 
facets that result in a clearly amazing 

display of the "triple-star" effect.  
PD-001-12 - Pendant(12mm) - $600 

ER-001-8 - Earstuds(8mm) - $875 
CH-001. 18" Rope Chain - $595 

More designs Available! 

Texas' 
Birthstone Ring 

Actual Size 

If you were born in Texas then the 
star cut Blue Topaz is your birthstone.  
Each topaz is set in 14kt two-tone gold 

and comes with a "Native Texan" 
Birthstone Certificate. Limited 

quantities, so be sure to order early! 
RG-009-8 (8mm) - $1475 

(shown above) 
RG-009-9 (9mm) - $1725

*= *

Texas'
Evening Star 

The Lone Star has never looked so elegant.  
The state stone of Texas, blue topaz, 
radiates the beauty of a lone evening 
star. Set in14kt white or yellow gold.  
PD-018 - Pendant . $1125 
ER-018 - Earrings - $1650 

1 (800) 299-5475

w w w. k i r k root des ig n s c o m
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Texas made and Texas inspired.  
These enchanting 14kt gold and diamond 

longhorns are an elegant Way to 
display your Longhorn pride.  

Available in yellow cr whita gold.  
PD-177 - Sm. Pendant . $1295 

PD-178 - Med. Pendant - $2295 
ER-076 - Stud Earrings . $2295 

CH-OO1 - 18" Rope Chairs $595

SKILL BUILDER / NANCY HERRON 

Re ndeer Games 
ida unfor th a rnily can be fo nd Q.tdoors.  

V>L

These longhorns are beautifully set with 
orange sapphires as earrings or pendant.  

Available in 14kt yellow or white gold.  
PD-170 - Pendant - $425 

ER-170 - Leverback Earrings - $475 
CH-OO1 - 18" Rope Chain - $595

This ring has two rose gold longhorns 
that hug a deep orange star-cut citrine 

surrounded by diamonds 
RG-061 $4975

I

I

This time of year often means big 
meals and homes full of people. For your 
family gathering this year, how about tak

ing some of it outside? Here are few tips 
for keeping it fun with kids.  

Use all your senses. Don't forget 

your sense of humor, too. Be generous 

with your time and attention. Be flexi

ble with your schedule and lighten up 
on expectations.  

Take a hike. If you take a nice long 
walk, expect to stop a lot. Rather than set 

a destination as your goal, let discovery be 

your goal. Look at bugs or skip stones.  
The more flexible and easygoing you are, 
the better time you'll all have. Along the 

way, you can sing, make up rhymes and 

play "I spy." If you are tackling a longer 
hike, by all means, bribe children with 

the snacks you've brought. Let the chil

dren carry the snacks and plan two snack 

breaks of their choosing.  

As parents know, there's always one kid 

who's going to be unhappy about some

thing. Don't worry, however. It won't last 

long. It'll just switch to another kid. It's 

really no different than being indoors in 

that respect.  

Play games. Get the children started 

on some old-fashioned outside games.  
Remember Red Rover? How about 

changing it to "Red Rudolph, Red 
Rudolph, send Abby on over?" It may 
not rhyme, but if you're having fun wear

ing those silly reindeer headbands, who's 

going to notice?

Create your ow story. What's the 

story of your family outdoors? Go out

side together, and look around for 

things that jog your memory. Write 

down your memories together or make 

up a fanciful tale using what you see out

side in nature as the players in your 

story. How many of the world's best sto

ries were inspired by nature? Let it 

inspire everyone's imagination. How 

did the rabbit get its tail? Why does the 

tree lose its leaves in winter? Tell the 

stories in words and pictures, utilizing 

anything from crayons to digital photo

graphs. If you can find long pieces of 

paper, you can make a banner for every

one to draw on.  

Make it a treasure hunt. Who can find 

evidence of an animal home above their 

heads, at eye level and under their feet? 

Who can spot something in nature that 

starts with the letters in his or her name 

or contains some of the colors in the 

rainbow, even in winter? Who can find a 

stone with the most colors in it? Arm 

children with small sacks, egg cartons, 

paper or cameras to collect the treasures.  
Make a gift. Create a feeder for 

wildlife and put it outside. Make a bou

quet or art project from nature and give 

it to the oldest person in the family or 

surprise a neighbor.  
Make it a time of reflection, too. How 

grateful we are for the gifts in nature, for 

each other and the time we can spend 

together outside! *
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_ - Christmas Cactus 
Tasajillo decorates the winter desert with red tunas.

It has everything a cactus should 
have: sharp spines, green succulent stems 

and a knack for living in harsh condi
tions. But the stems of the tasajillo plant 
are pencil-thin, and they can hide under 

creosote and other dry-country shrubs.  

In spring and summer, this plant may go 

unnoticed - at least until a hiker side
swipes one of its long spines, causing a 

tasajillo joint to break off and cling to a 
sock or trouser leg.  

In winter, however, tasajillo is hard to 

miss. Its bright red fruits, about the size 

of grapes, ripen in fall and stay on the 

plant for months. It's easy to see why some 

people call it Christmas cholla or desert 
Christmas cactus.  

It isn't strictly a desert plant. While 
tasajillo thrives in the Big Bend area and 

the desert Southwest, it's also common in 

the Hill Country, the Panhandle and 

parts of South Texas.  
The Latin name, Cylindropuntia leptocaulis, 

aptly describes the plant. Cylindropuntia 
denotes a cactus of the opuntioid tribe, 
which also includes prickly pears, but 
plants of this genus (commonly called 

chollas) form cylindrical stems rather 
than flattened pads. The name leptocaulis 
means "slender stemmed," and tasajillo is 
the skinniest species of cholla. Its stems 
are barely a quarter-inch in diameter, but 

spines can be up to 2 inches long, pro

truding in all directions. Standing on its 

own, the plant rarely grows more than 2 

feet tall. When it shelters under a 
mesquite bush or catclaw acacia, as it 

often does, it may climb into the shrub, 
reaching heights of 6 feet or more.  

The cactus family is known for showy 
flowers, but the blooms of tasajillo aren't 

nearly as conspicuous as its fruit. Scaled 
quail, turkey and pyrrhuloxia are said to 

enjoy the red fruits, also known as tunas.  

The flowers, greenish-yellow and a half
inch across, appear between May and 

September, opening in the afternoon 

and closing before sunrise. Some types of 
cactus bees are drawn to the flowers.  

Tasajillo can grow from seed, but it's 
more likely to spread by cloning itself.  
Opuntioid cacti have jointed stems, 
arranged in segments that can easily 

detach without damaging the rest of the 

plant. The joints are dotted with areoles, 
a specialized type of bud that's peculiar to

the cactus family. Spines, flowers 
and new branches arise from 
areoles. A stem joint that comes 
in contact with soil can take root 

and grow into a whole new plant.  

So tasajillo's habit of hitching 
rides on hikers, bikers, cattle, 
horses and furry predators is an 
effective way to increase its num

bers. It can take over large areas 

in grazing lands, where many 

ranchers consider it a nuisance.  
Areoles appear even on the 

fruit of this cactus. It's not uncommon tc 

see new stem segments growing out of a 

tuna that has hung on through winter and 

into spring. And where there are areoles, 

there are spines. On the fruit, these take 
the form of tiny, barbed glochids.  

The fruit is suitable for human cor_

sumption. Several native tribes made i: 

part of a traditional diet. Martin Terry 

associate professor of biology at Sul Ross 
State University, says the tunas are

SIGHTS & SOUNDS -EXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE TVAND RADIO

Dec. 8-14: Lockhart State Park.  
Hurricane history in 
Texas; bird migration; Dec. 29-Jan.4: 
studying and tracking Discover Texas' rivers 
pintail ducks; Caddo and lakes from the air; 
Lake; Danny Lewis JA Ranch; the 
helps fisheries changing Gulf; anima 
biologists embrace coloration; nesting 
technology. golden-cheeked 

warblers.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE 
Wi ne- of 12 Err my Awards, our television 
ser as is broadcast tl-roughout exas on local 
P3E affiliates. In stereo with closed captions. 1 

www.tpwd.texas.gov/tv

PASSPORT TO TEXAS 
JairiostCeciliaNastiweekdaysfora 

Passport to Texas is your guide to the great Texas out- 9:-second excu rsion into the Texas outdoors.  
doors. Any time you tune in, you'll remember why you F ' a station naaryou, or listen on the Web at o 
love Texas. Go to www.passporttotexas.org to find a ' x at 
station near you that airs the series. wwwaassporttotexas.org
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"vaguely sweet," with a 

taste similar to the fruit of 

a prickly pear.  
"They don't taste bad, if 

you're willing to deal with 
the spines," Terry says.  

Glochids can be scraped off with a knife 
or burned off with a lighter. Rolling fruits 
.n camp fire coals is another way of 
removing the stickers. But given their 

small size. dining on tasajillo tunas is a lot 
of work for little reward. For most of us, 
i's best to appreciate this cactus from a 

cistance, admiring the way those red 
globes brighten the winter landscape. * 

-DanneF Cortez
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GETTING THE JUST-RIGHT STOCKING STUFFER 
for the photographer or nature watcher on 
your list can be a daunting task. However, 
thanks to better optics and miniaturization 
of electronics, there are more choices than 
ever that allow us to view, photograph and 
video nature in all its glory without having to 
carry bulky equipment. Here are just a few 
suggestions guaranteed to fit in a stocking 
and bring a smile.  

- Earl Nottingham 
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Even the smallest stocking 
will hold one of the new 
GoPro Hero3+ cameras with 
the slimmer design. With 
versatility to record profes
sional-quality HD video and 
audio as well as still and 
time-lapse images, the 
entire Hero3 line (White, 
Silver and Black) has opened 
up a whole new way of cap
turing the outdoors by pro
viding a diminutive camera 
that can easily be mounted 
to almost any surface and 
shoot in any weather as well 
as underwater. The cameras 
can also be controlled and 
monitored wirelessly via a 
free iPhone app. The top-of
the line Hero3+ Black comes 
with a separate remote con
troller. ($199.99 to $399.99, 
http://gopro.com/)
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The Gift of Optics 
With cameras and binoculars, quality and convenience 

just keep getting better

"W 

l

PEN WINGS 8X20 
HD COMPACT 
NOCULARS (NO. 597) 

ough they offer conven
e, compact binoculars 
not usually known for 
r quality optics or fea
s found in many larger 
dels. Alpen Optics bridges 
t gap with its lightweight 
gs 8x20 EDHD compact 

oculars (model No. 597) 
ng super-sharp ED "extra
dispersion" optics for 
best in color fidelity and 
trast. These have a fully 
erproof and fogproof 
y as well as long eye 
ef (great for eyeglass 
arers) and twist-up eye 
s that provide comfort
e viewing with or without 
sses. ($175, 
w.alpenoptics.com)



CANON POWERSHOT 
SX510 HS CAMERA 

One limitation of the typical 
point-and-shoot camera is 
the lack of a zoom lens pow
erful enough to bring distant 
subjects (especially wildlife) 
up close. Canon's new 
PowerShot SX510 HS fills 
that void with its built-in 30x 
optical zoom lens. By com
parison, a full-framed 35mm 
camera would need a 
1500mm lens to get the 
same magnification. That 
magnification, combined 
with Canon's optical image 
stabilizer, helps ensure sharp 
photos. Built-in Wi-Fi lets 
you post to most social net
working sites or upload 
wirelessly to a tablet, smart
phone or networked PC and 
printer. If video is your pref
erence, the camera also 
shoots spectacular 1080p 
full HD video. ($249, 
www.usa.canon.com/cusa/ 
consumer/products/ 
cameras/digital cameras)

YOU HAVE THE DREAM.  
WE HAVE THE BARN

752 pages " state maps 
TEXAS county maps * color photos 

MA AC new articles " updated data 
* An article on Texas art and 

20 4 artists by collector J. P. Bryan 
* Sketches of Texas' most 

historic ranches by Mike Cox 
o Sports champions - high 

school, college, professional 
Hardcover - $39.95 
Flexbound - $24.95 

eBook on CD - $19.95 

Order by phone: 940.369.5243 
Online at: www.TexasAlmanac.com 

Also available in most bookstores.  

The Source For All Things Texan Since 1857
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11 ) S in the f eld / By Cynthia Walker Pickens 

DESTINATION: UVALDE 
TRAVEL TIME FROM: 
AUSTIN - 2.5 hours / BROWNSVILLE - 5 hours / DALLAS - 5.5 hours 
HOUSTON - 4 hours / SAN ANTONIO - 1.5 hours / LUBBOCK - 6 hours / EL PASO - 7.25 hours 

Uvalde Adventure
From bats to history to endangered fish, this town offers it all.

As I stare up at the twilight sky in 
amazement, watching thousands upon 

thousands of bats winging their way 

south in search of dinner, I realize this 
will be an adventurous weekend indeed.  

My husband, daughter and I have 

driven southwest to Uvalde, enticed by 

the visitors bureau's slogan, "Surround 

yourself with adventure." Our first 

adventure: Witness the nightly emer

gence of one of the largest colonies of 
Mexican free-tailed bats in the world.  

How many bats, you ask? Oh, 10 mil
lion or so.

Our instructions are mysterious. We 

follow a two-lane rural road meandering 

through ranch country, scanning for the 

Frio Bat Flight sign; we see it as we whiz 

by. By the time we return to park by the 

locked gate, other cars are pulling up 

and families are piling out, talking excit

edly and applying bug spray liberally.  

In a few minutes, a woman arrives, 

unlocks the gate and deputizes someone 

to close it behind us. Back in our cars, 

we follow her down a winding, unpaved 

road through a beautiful ranch. After 

parking, we pay our entry fee and hike

uphill to a small amphithe
ater beside the roped-off 
Frio Cave entrance.  

While we await the bats' 

emergence, tour guide 
LeAnn Sharp presents 
information about bats, 
and nature presents a spec
tacular sunset. This cave, 

situated on an 11,000-acre 
private ranch, is home to a 

large colony of bats. Every 

night, the bats head out to 

find insects to eat; Sharp 

tells us that in one night a 
bat can fly 5o to 60 miles.  

Mexican free-tailed bats 

migrate, she says, so they 
are here only for the sum

mer months.  

At about 8:20 p.m., bats 

begin pouring out of the 

cave in mind-boggling 
numbers; it is an astonish

ing sight. After 15 minutes, 

we hike to a higher vantage 
s through point, where we see streams 

r S of bats undulating south.  
, one of Occasionally, a stream flows 

ost popu- over us, and we can hear 

tate parks bats' wings flapping and the 

rush of air as they pass.  

Red-tailed hawks soar 

overhead, occasionally stooping through 

the streams. My husband sees one suc

cessful hawk eating his prize on the fly.  
It takes this many bats a while to exit 

the three-mile-long cave. As darkness 

falls, the bats continue to emerge and we 

head downhill.  
I had proposed rising early on Sunday 

to go bird watching at Cooks Slough 

Nature Park and Sanctuary, but my 

companions said no. Instead, we enjoy a 
leisurely Sunday breakfast at a local caf6 

and arrive at the park mid-morning.  

(The park's address is on FM i7, but its
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entrance is on County Road 106.) 
The interpretative kiosk at the wetland 

observation area near the parking lo 
informs us that the 25-acre park sits on 
a reclaimed landfill and helps filter the 
city's wastewater. The park features 

wheelchair-accessible trails; however 
runoff had washed out parts of them 

before our visit.  
Due either to the time of day or our 

lack of stealth, we do not see many birds.  
We see lots of nature, though, and later 
make a list of everything we observed.  
including a black-bellied whistling duck, 
catfish caught by local fishermen and 
palo verde trees in bloom. Look for a 
map of _he park tucked in a box on a 
post near the parking lot.  

Fort Inge Historical Park is nearby, 
located off FM 140 (across FM 117

River recreation, top left, is a popular pursuit at 
Garner State Park; Uvalde's historic Grand 
Dpera House, top, dresses up downtown; mil
ions of bats take flight, above, from Frio Cave, 
the volcanic plug of Mount Inge, left photos, 
Overlooks the remains of Fort Inge, which 
served as a frontier outpost; the Uvalde Nation
al Fish Hatch ery, bottom left, harbors endan
gered species; Uvalde Rexall Drug Store, the 
Dity's oldest retail outlet, keeps tradition alive.

from CR 106). The for: was established 
-n 1849 on the Leona River, one of a 
line of federal forts built to protect the 
frontier settlements from Indian 
raiders and bandits, among other 

duties. Federal troops transferred out 
in 1869; Texas Rangers used the site 
until 1884. It was designated a county 
historical park in 1961.  

We crive through the park which has 
seen better days, and then stop to 

explore the fort site. Little remains of 
the fort, but local historians ,ave 
installed interpretive signage. A 140-

foot extinct volcano overlooks the 

grounds. Local astronomers host 
stargazing parties here, but not while we 
were in town.  

No trip to Uvalde is complete with
out visiting Garner State Park. We snag 

picnic supplies before heading north 

28 miles. I have some vague idea that 
the park wil empty on a Sunday after

noon, but the line at the entrance 

squelches that notion.  

After nabbing a precious parking 
space, we carry our chairs and lunch 
down to the shady bank of the Frio 
River. We join other families with our 
swimming gear, food and smiles. From 
the bank, the river looks muddy, but 
when we step into the water we can 

clearly see the rocky bottom. The river 
is cool and refreshing, shallow and 
wide. Despite the crowds, we don't feel 
crowded. Tubes bearing riders float 

along; occasionally, people power by on 
an overloaded pedal boat. We splash and 
wrestle. My daughter decides I must get 
wet top to bottom; I resist because the 
water is cold. She wins.  

Garner offers campsites, cabins, 

screened shelters and day-use facilities, 
along with an extensive trail system. As 
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we depart, my daughter and I agree we should return for our 

annual Thanksgiving campout.  
On Monday, we tour the in-town attractions. Reading W.  

Black founded Uvalde (originally called Encina) a few years 
after Fort Inge was established. His surveyor designed the 
town with four central plazas, at the intersection of two of the 

longest highways in the United States: U.S. Highways 83 and 
90. Situated on the plazas are the county courthouse, city 
hall, post office and a park.  

The visitors bureau yields informative brochures and friendly 
staff. We chat about the drought (Uvalde was under Stage 5 
water restrictions at the time of our visit) and the town's trees, 

protected zealously by residents, who route streets and plan 
construction around them.  

Our first stop is the First State Bank of Uvalde, which houses 
the Briscoe Art and Antique Collection in its lobby and offices.  
We feel awkward wandering through the bank while people con
duct business, but they pay us no mind. This is the most beau
tiful bank lobby you will ever see, filled with paintings, antiques 
and Western art from the collection of former Texas Gov.  
Dolph Briscoe (a Uvalde native) and his wife, Janey.  

History buffs will enjoy the Briscoe-Garner Museum, which 

was unfortunately undergoing renovations when we visited. The 

museum is located in the former home ofJohn Nance "Cactus 

Jack" Garner, another Uvalde resident. Garner served as vice 
president under Franklin D. Roosevelt from 1933 to 1941, and 
mentored Briscoe. The museum features a Garner exhibit 
downstairs and a Briscoe exhibit upstairs.  

We visit the El Progreso Memorial Library next, where the 
town's reverence for its old trees is evident. The parking lot, 

driveways and the building are sited around the beautiful oaks.  
The building honors the school originally situated here, with 

Xt'dQm ~

Dec. 6-7: 

Dec. 7: 

Dec. 14:

ildNcAtqAI'hdn, 9 2eetig Smile4Er &il&..  

Christmas Stroll/Lighted Parade/Scavenger Hunt 

Texas Master Chorale 

Chappell Hill Holiday Home Tour 

The Nutcracker Ballet

Cand'elight Christmas 

Christmas at Winedale 

Dec. 31: NewYear's Eve Gala

Jan. 18: Uptown Swirl Wine Walk in Downtown Brenham

VisitBrenhamleXms.com 
for a free Visitor Guide call -800-509-1752 - Facebook.com/renham.Texas 

On Hwy. 290. halfway between Austin and Houston

bricks from the school used in pillars and walls in the rotunda, 
which resembles the dome of the old schoolhouse.  

The library is home to the Weisman Museum. Volunteer 
archivist Virginia Davis is preparing a new exhibit on farming in 
Southwest Texas planned for early next year. She gives us a short 
tour of her domain, the history room and archives.  

We eat lunch at Oasis Outback, a combination of outdoor 
outfitter and restaurant. Mounted deer hang on the walls, 

and taxidermied native animals pose throughout the store.  
The restaurant features barbecue and a stellar salad bar; we 

opt for the salad.  

Refueled, we venture off to the Uvalde National Fish 
Hatchery, deserted on this hot afternoon. Fish biologist Rick 
Echols finds us in the lobby, and offers to give us a tour.  

He tells us the hatchery's mission is to preserve endangered 
species. To that end, it holds in refugium populations of foun
tain darters (native to the San Marcos and Comal rivers) and 

San Marcos salamanders (from the San Marcos River). The 
hatchery also grows Texas wild rice, found only in the San 
Marcos River.  

"Overuse of water from the Edwards Aquifer for agricultural, 
industrial and home by a growing population is the primary 

threat to all Edwards Aquifer species," Echols tells us.  

In addition to these species, the hatchery protects Comanche 
Springs pupfish (native to Balmorhea State Park) and razorback 
suckers (from New Mexico).  

Echols leads us to a tank in which an astonishing 30,000 

catfish fry are swimming, and hands my daughter food to 
sprinkle in. The catfish will be harvested at the hatchery's 

annual fishing derby.  
He sends us off to explore the walking path surrounding a 

two-acre wildlife pond. My daughter loves this path, though 

after a yellow jacket stings my husband at 
one of the viewing stations, we beat a 

hasty retreat.  

While you can visit the hatchery at any 

time, we recommend calling ahead for a 

guided tour.
We stop by the Uvalde Rexall Drug 

Store to visit its soda fountain before 
leaving town. According to the visitors 

bureau, this is the town's oldest retail 

establishment, in operation since 1883.  
My daughter enviously eyes my chocolate 

soda, served in a tall glass with whipped 
cream and a cherry on top - yum.  

It's time to head home. From watching 

bats stream overhead at twilight to feed
ing tiny catfish, it has been a great week

end spent exploring Southwest Texas' 
outdoor attractions and its history. It has 

been . . . an adventure! * 

DETAILS: 
" Uvalde Convention and Visitors Bureau: 

www.visituvalde.com 
" Frio Bat Flight: www.friobatflight.com 
" Garner State Park: 

www.tpwd.texas.gov/garner 
" Briscoe-Garner Museum: 

www.cah.utexas.edu/museums/ 
garner_intro.php 

" Uvalde National Fish Hatchery: 
www.fws.gov/southwest/fisheries/uvalde
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TPWD ARTIST CLEMENTE GUZMAN INSPIRES 
CONSERVATION WITH HIS WILDLIFE PAINTINGS.
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With each small, silent stroke, a bit of 

golden light touches the curved horns 

of the bison, and a few pieces of straw 

appear on the coarse brown hide. Puffs 

of steamy breath dance from flared 

nostrils, while the beast's luminous 

dark eyes reflect the snow-tipped win

ter grasses under his hooves. In the 

distance, the muted blues and reds of 

the mountains give the scene a sense of 

place - this landscape could be none 

other than West Texas. Time is left to 

our imaginations, as this could be a 

scene from today or centuries ago.  

Like that iconic bison, Clemente 

Guzman's life is a reflection of place 

and time. His skill as a wildlife artist 

for the Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department is unparalleled, but his 

connections with his subjects, his pas-

sion for his mission and his sense of 

the interconnectivity of life make him 

more than a gifted technician. For the 

past quarter-century, Clemente has 

used his talent to accomplish his goal 

- one that is more far-reaching than 

the creation of a work of art, no matter 

how beautiful that art might be.  

Clemente's goal is to inspire people 

to protect the gifts of the natural 

world. It's a goal that takes him back 

through time to reflect on his ances

tors in Mexico and his childhood 

working in the fields.  

"Sometimes I think about our ances

tors who walked on this earth for thou

sands of years and coexisted with 

wildlife and plants," he says. "Here in 

Texas, depictions of wildlife can be 

seen in early rock art, a clear indica

tion that nature was a big part of our 

spirit world. It's still the core of our 

existence and survival today. That's why 

it is crucial that each of us do our part 

to preserve and protect our rivers, 

wildlife and native habitat." 

When he's not painting and drawing 

animals and landscapes for this maga-

zine, for license stamps or for other 

agency projects, Clemente enjoys trac

ing his roots back to Mexico. His 

grandmother told him .hat her father 

was a full-blooded Native American, 

but she knew little else about him. In a 

worn cotton dress, with her long 

braids swinging, she told him stories 

about how her family Lved off the land 

like the Native Americans, even mak

ing cooking pottery wi-h age-old 

methods. His research led him to 

believe that their family came from the 

Apaches. Clemente embraces that her

itage today, becoming a part of the 

Lipan Apache Nation of Texas. He 

considers himself neither Mexican nor 

Native American, though.  

"I'm an American, not just an eth

nicity," he says. "I'm probably related 

to all the people in the world. If you 

study your roots back to when we used 

to hunt with spears and atlat's, we're all 

the same. Culture and excessive pride 

divide us. It shouldrit be like that.  

We're all brothers and sisters." 

Clemente's path to becoming one of 

the state's premier wildlife artists had

28 * DECEMBER 2013



p

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 29

1

!: <.



A AUCKADAFUELGAUGE ANDADUBLETAK

ALL-NEW CHEVYSILVERADO INTRODUCING THE MOST EFFICIENT V8 IN A PICKUP (23 MPG HWY*). EVEN MORE EFFICIENT



4

THAN FORD'S F-150 ECOBOOST V6** STRONG. FOR ALLTHE ROADS AHEAD.

ROADS' -7FIND



1q ,

an unlikely beginning. His dad was a 

jack-of-all-trades cowboy who left the 

Korzick Ranch in Doss to raise his 

children in San Antonio. But work 

was hard to -ind, so each summer they 

left Texas to labor as pickers in various 

crop fields in Minnesota. The third

oldest of nine children, Clemente 

started picking in fifth grade. He 

rerrembers :hat they were lured by the 

promise of housing, but found none 

when they arrived, so the family slept 

out in the open in a ciy park near 

downtown. _t was cold in the morn

ings, and three of the kids were still 

too young to work. Little roofed shel

ters were their only protection from 

the rain. The work shifted from sugar 

beets to kidney beans to peas to 

cucumbers, depending on the crop
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Above: Clemente Guzman's first wildlife painting.  
Opposite: Clemente Guzman, second from right in the 
top photo, with his family in Minnesota after picking 
cucumbers. Bottom photo: Guzman's father and 
grandfather and others on their way to pick cotton.  

production cycle.  

"Mom got up at 5 to cook us break

fast, and the smaller kids would bring 

us lunch, mostly bean tacos," he 

recalls. "Working in the field, you're 

always together. My dad had a certain 

pace. We worked even faster so we 

could break off from family and go 

way ahead. Tall bean plants would 

shade us, and when no one could see 

us, we'd drop down and rest in the 

coolness, but keep watch for Dad." 

Clemente realized from an early age 

that his life was different from the 

lives of the other kids at school. He 

and his siblings were pulled out of 

school early and returned late. There 

was a lot of discrimination against 

them, but most of his brothers and 

sisters went to college, and all have 

good careers.  

"I give credit to my mom and dad," 

he says. "We were poor and we didn't 

have luxuries, but those things don't 

matter. I had my mom and dad and 

my health. A lot of other people don't 

have that." 

Clemente discovered his love of art 

at an early age; his love of wildlife 

began to develop during his teens.

a'

d -

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 33



!yp Y I/

.. r

47

\

e 5 .. f 

t ' t

Sammers in Minnesota exposed him 

to that state's love of the outdoors and 

the reflection of that love in its 

renowned wildlife art. He also took 

notice of his father's deep respect for 

the natural world.  

Clemente recalls one particular 

incident that sparked his appreciation 

and artistic inspiration. When his dad 

was working :>n a construction site in 

SanAntonio, a big opo sum got in the 

way of the work. All the other workers 

were ready to kill it. His dad put a big, 

thicz glove on his arm, and carried the 

opossum down six stories and out to a 

pecan grove. The opossum would curl 

back up zo bite him ani he would 

straighten it back down.  

"All the workers asked why he didn't 

kill it," Ceirente recounts. "He said, 
'Why? It's a life! Life is beautiful.  

Animals have a right to live.' To me

that was powerful." 

Clemente is overcome with emotion 

at the memory, and struggles to repair 

his composure.  

"Thinking about that, all the odds 

were against him," he says after a 

while. "I would probably have killed 

the animal. All the pressure, the nega 

tivity. But he didn't. To do the right 

thing, it takes guts." 

With that kind of inspiration, 

Clemente changed the subject matter 

of his art from hot rods and fancy let

tering to wildlife. His first wildlife 

painting was finished in ninth grade, 

sparrow on a branch. He spent his 

senior year in Minnesota and met an 

artist who showed him a house full of 

wildlife paintings. Clemente was 

hooked and never looked back.  

"Painting nature makes me feel rea 

comfortable," Clemente reflects. "M

/ ~~/~/1~p
2)

dad had me paint big portraits, but I 

never had the feeling for that. I can 

do it, but I don't have that spirit. It's 

a delight for me to paint wildlife. I 

get charged up. I get this energy that 

lasts for weeks. It's like falling in love 

with someone, and that's all you can 

think about." 

Clemente received a Migrant Council 

scholarship to attend a two-year college 

or vocational school. He visited what was 

then the Mankato Technical Institute in 

Minnesota and found a commercial art 

program, but was disappointed to dis

cover that all the spots were filled. He 

asked the instructor to review his port

folio anyway. Impressed, the teacher 

moved Clemente to the head of a 75
person waiting list, and a few months 

later, he was enrolled.  

"It was intense," he says. "I knew 

how to draw and paint, but I didn't
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know how to make money. There I 

learned how to make an ad, how to do 

technical illustration, how to draw a 

tool and make it look good." 

His dad took a $50 Ford Pinto 

four-door station wagon that was full 

of rust and weeds and beehives and 

got it working so Clemente could get 

back and forth to school. After gradu

ation, Clemente got in that Pinto and 

headed back to San Antonio, taking a 

job in daycare and doing a little free

lance illustration.  

"It never occurred to me to look at 

Texas Parks and Wildlife," he recalls. A 

designer admired his wildlife work and 

called the agency on Clemente's 

behalf. He met with Pris Martin, who 

was the art director at the time, but 

she told him there were no openings.

Again, as in college, he took a chance 

and pulled out his portfolio. Again, 

she was so impressed that she wasted 

little time and called him a few 

months later to come work for TPWD 

in November 1988.  

"We all come to conservation 

through different doorways," says 

Lydia Saldana, recently retired TPWD 

Communications Division director, 

who worked with Clemente for almost 

24 years. "Clemente's path to TPWD 

is a testament to what diversity of 
background and upbringing brings to 

the conservation work we are all pas

sionate about. The most important 

resource we bring to bear in achieving 

our conservation mission is the 

human resource of employees like 

Clemente. His passion for wildlife and

his work is evident with every brush 

stroke, and it inspires us all." 

Back in Clemente's early days at 

TPWD, everything was done by hand, 

and most of Clemente's work consist

ed of black-and-white illustrations 

and brochure designs. He got to dab

ble in color only for stamp artwork 

and a few guides. The first computer 

came a few years later, and soon he 

was free to work in color all the time.  

These days, he's learned to incorpo

rate digital photography into his 

process, and computers are an every

day part of his work. That bison 

painting featured on the cover was 

inspired by a digital image taken by 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine staff pho

tographer and colleague Chase 

Fountain. Clemente used the com-
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puter to print out images of details 

bison eyes and hooves, hide and 

horns - to turn the image into an 

ultra-realistic painting.  

He's been challenged and inspired 

by the addition of technology, even 

creating artwork for an agency truck 

that serves as traveling inspiration for 

folks across the state who see it drive 

by. But Clemente never forgets where 

it all began, so he takes daily hikes in 

nearby McKinney Falls State Park to 

keep his perspective.  

"Nature inspires me to keep going; 

that's why I go walk in the park," he 

explains. "I get all pumped up. I look 

at all the little stuff, like the textures of 

rock. There's always a deer or rabbit 

on the trail. It triggers my imagina

tion. The beauty of nature comes

from the light, and the light ccmrnes 

from the creator. If you're hum-ale 

and thankful enough, you can aosorc 
that energy. It's like taking a bath in 

the light - boom, it comes into you.  

It's that very humility that makes 

Clemente shy away from talking abou: 

awards, though he's won plenty of 
them. He says he prefers to focus or 

how he'd like to insFire others to prc

tect habitat.  

"If we all did our part, using native 

plants and supplying water, wildlife 

would thrive," he says. "We all have 

creativity and inspiration, but we need 

to apply wildlife conservation in our 

business and our everyday life. In 

everything you do, think about 

whether it's going to benefit nature or 
harm it. I think if you have that in

mind, the world is going to balance 

itself better." 

Clemente has created beautiful 

wildlife habitat in his own backyard as 

well, and wants others to do the same.  

Even after 25 years at TPWD, he feels 

excited about his work.  

"When I see my artwork used in a 

publication promoting wildlife con

servation, man, I get chills," he says 
with a smile and an irresistible twin

kle in his eye. "I'm honored to paint 
for the people of Texas. Viva, wildlife 

conservation!" * 

On TV 
Watch the segment featuring Clemente 
Guzman on the Texas Parks & Wildlife 
television episode airing the week of 
Nov. 24-30 on your local PBS station.
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THE PARADE 
OF BLACK MATS 

BOBBING 
UP AND'DOWN 
THROUGH 

CRAGGY ROCK 
OUTCROPS 

The unusual parade takes place several times a day at Hueco Tanks State Park and 

Historic Site as rock climbers, carrying "crash pads" on their backs, hike from crag to 

crag to test their skills on some of the world's best rock. Every winter, climbers gath

er at Hueco, east of El Paso, to go bouldering, a type of rock climbing in which 

climbers scale boulders or short walls without a rope.  

Our version of the parade stops at a climb called Meddle Detector, a severely 

overhanging wall that requires steel-grip strength and some serious climbing 

moves - torso twisting, dynamic lunging, knee-locking and heel-hooking - in 

order to scale it. Our group spreads out the crash pads, and a climber from 

Minnesota gives the climb a try. After a series of strenuous moves and some 

world-class grunting, h= pops off and goes hurtling toward the ground, landing 

on his back, his fall cushioned by the pads. We nervously wait to see if he's OK.  

Thankfully, he pops up unhurt. And instead of cursing his failed attempt, he 

exclaims, "This climb is awesome!" and gives it another go.  

Hueco Tanks, with its sunny, mild winters, is one of the primary spots on the 

U.S. winter climbing circuit. Every year climbers come from around the world 

to this desert outpost to get strong, hone their technique and, well, climb a lot 

of boulders.  

"It's one of the top bouldering areas in the world," says JeffJackson, editor of 

Rock & Ice magazine and a longtime climber who grew up in Texas, adding that he 

thinks only France's Fontainebleau and a spot in Australia might rival it.  

"Nothing compares to Hueco as far as the amount of climbable rock per square 

foot," he says. "It's densely packed with great climbing." 

I've been to Hueco Tanks several times over my climbing career, and to me, it's 

a place that feels made for climbing more than any other place I've been. Beyond 

the rock, I'm always fascinated by Hueco's climbing scene, populated by a color

ful mix of visiting Europeans, top U.S. climbers, El Paso locals and grizzled 

vagabonds affectionately known as "dirtbag" climbers.  

The crowds hadn't reached their typical winter level at Hueco when I visited last 

December, but a recent cold front that dropped snow in the West was likely to 

bring in more climbers from Canada, Colorado and other points north. The
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Tanner Merkle, 
opposite page 
and above left, 
warms up on 
climbs in the 
East Spur Maze 
area. Below left, 
climbers take 
turns powering 
up the over
hanging Meddle 
Detector. Below, 
Melissa Strong 
works out the 
moves on the 
Aftershave 
boulder.

Hueco Rock Ranch, where many 
climbers camp or rent a room, was 

starting to fill up. A woman from 

Switzerland was spending two weeks 

there. Two groups fromJapan were due 

soon. A climber from Connecticut and 

his girlfriend had been spending time 

there on a two-year U.S. rock-climbing 

trip. A trio from Dallas was there for the 

week. Some climbers stay for months.  

Climber Jason Kehl has spent the past 
several winters at Hueco Tanks.  

"It's pretty amazing," he says. "Even if 

you're not a climber, when you're out 

there, you know it's a special place." 

Kehl visited Hueco for the first time 

in 1995, when the park was riding a wave 

of popularity. Hueco had the buzz as the 
place to be for winter climbing in the 

United States. In 1998, park managers, 

worried about the effects of increased 

erosion, devegetation and vandalism, 

instituted new rules limiting the num

ber of visitors and access to much of the 

park. Some climbers, angered by the 

moves, never came back. Kehl did.  

"The climbing is worth it," he says.  

"Hueco climbing has some of the coolest 

formations and a steep, gymnastic style.  

You don't get that in many places. If you 

do, it's sparse. Here, it's everywhere." 

In bouldering, climbers ditch the 

equipment used in traditional climbing 
- harnesses, ropes, etc. - and use only 

their hands and feet (with climbing 

shoes) to scale rocks generally no more 

than 20 feet tall. Climbers have scaled 

boulders for decades, but they did it 

mainly to practice for bigger climbs - as 

a way to do hard moves without getting 

too far off the ground. In the 1990s, 

bouldering came into its own as a sepa

rate climbing discipline.  

Hueco Tanks is recognized as the 

birthplace of modern bouldering, and 

the history of the sport is inextricably 

linked with the park. Hueco Tanks has 

the distinction of being the first climbing 

destination where people went mainly to 

boulder rather than climb tall cliffs. It is 

where the bouldering rating scale, called 

the V scale, was developed, named after 

prolific Hueco boulderer John "Vermin" 

Sherman. (The scale, which goes from 

Vo to V15, indicates the difficulty of a 

climb, called a boulder problem.) And it 

is the place where the crash pad, a boul

dering must-have, was developed. In the 

early days, we used couch cushions 
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wrapped in duct tape t, cushion our 

falls; now, climbers can buy thick, fold

able mats with backpack straps.  

Bouldering may lack the drama of 

climbing high peaks, but its adherents 

are drawn to the purity of the climbing, 

the powerful, graceful moves required, 

the ability to test physical limits and the 

mental challenges of figuring out a 

workable path to the top.  

Top climbers like Todd Skinner and 

Swiss boulderer Fred Nicole pushed the 

very limits of climbing at Hueco Tanks.  

"Hueco became an area that is 

renowned worldwide fcr defining dif

ficulty, defining what's humanly possi

ble to climb," Rock & Ice's Jackson says.  

"It continues to do :ha:." 

In 2012, Hueco Tanks made news in

the climbing world when Ashima Shir

aishi, age II, tied the record for "hardest 

boulder problem by a woman" by com

pleting Crown of Aragorn (V13).  

In Hueco's 1990s heyday, the 

Spandex-clad Euros, hard-climbing 

U.S. stonemasters, well-traveled dirt

bags and ordinary climbers like me had 

the run of the park, poking into every 

crevice, cranny and cave to climb classic 

boulder problems. In the evening, we'd 

retire to Pete's Hueco Tanks Country 

Store, a ramshackle quonset hut that 

served as the unofficial climbers' head

quarters. At Pete's, climbers would 

camp, play hacky-sack, drink beer 

around a raging bonfire, engage in ill

advised antics, nurse their aches and 

pains and swap stories about the hard

moves they were pulling at the park.  

In my stays at Pete's, now closed, I'd 

plunk down the couple of dollars a night 

required to crash with other climbers in 

the cluttered upstairs sleeping area, fur

nished with threadbare, mismatched 

-hrift store furniture and a i2-inch 

black-and-write TV. I'd find a spot on 

the floor, tnrow down my sleeping bag 

and get ready for the days of great 

climbing aaead.  
Today's Hueco isn't the crazy scene 

it used to be, and that's probably a 

good thing.  

Visitors these days can go to the North 

Mountain area of the park on their own 

but must be accompanied by a profes

sional or volunteer guide in the rest of 

the park to ensure protection of the 

fragile desert resources and rock art.  

The climbers in our group last Decem

ber had signed up for a volunteer-led 

tour in the guided area of the park. It's 

called a tour, but climbers - in our 

case, from British Columbia, Minne

sota, Dallas and El Paso - can generally 

decide among themselves where they 

want to go.  

One of cur stops was a climb called 

Moonshine Roof. The shortness of the 

climbs a: Hueco doesn't make them eas

ier than long routes. At Hueco, several
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advanced bouldering routes require 

climbers to traverse the underneath 

sides of overhanging rocks like geckos 

crawling across the living room ceiling.  

At Moonshine Roof, the climbers in 

our group - spurred on by shouts of 

"Come on, you got it!" and "Stick it!" 

took turns finding pockets and edges to 

use as handholds and footholds as they 

improbably made their way across the 

ceiling of an overhang. Some of them 

completed the climb, and others tum

bled off when their arms flamed out, 

caught by other group members acting 

as spotters.  

Most of the climbers made it past the 

section of overhang known as the 

Surfboard. Others tried repeatedly to 

make the big move after the Surfboard 

but kept falling there. Tanner Merkle, a 

climber from Dallas, decided to try a 

harder, alternative section of the climb.  

At the lip of the overhang, the hardest 

part, he lost his footing, leaving him 

hanging on only by his fingertips with his 

feet swinging freely below. Incredibly, he 

held on, and he threw a foot above his 

head for a move known as a heel hook, 
finishing the climb from there, to the 

astonishment of everyone in the group.  

I left the hard climbs for the younger, 
stronger climbers to tackle while I stuck 

to easier routes like the Flexin' Texan in 

the East Spur Maze and the hueco-to

hueco line Black and Blue.

"Hueco," Spanish for hole or hollow, 
has become the accepted climbing term 

worldwide for a certain type of formation 

- a round, scooped-out pocket in the 

rock. And oh, those huecos. They are a 

big reason why the climbing at Hueco is 

so popular and so much fun. They range 

from small pockets that'll fit a finger to 

huecos big enough for a couple of people 

to eat lunch in. Some walls have hun

dreds of huecos, and places like the icon

ic, hueco-filled Round Room provide a 

climbing experience that can't be dupli

cated elsewhere. The unusual, high

quality rock - an ancient granite known 

as syenite porphyry - adds to Hueco's 

appeal as a climbing wonderland.  

Climbing isn't the only reason people 

visit Hueco Tanks. The rugged collec

tion of boulders and small mountains 

provides an oasis in the desert. It's been 

attracting people for thousands of 

years, drawn by the water that collects in 

the hollows. Prehistoric people and 

Native Americans drew paintings on the 

rock walls, making Hueco Tanks one of 

the most important pictograph sites in 

the Southwest.  

The rock art presents park officials 

with a daunting management challenge.  

Hueco Tanks is one of the state's most 

celebrated recreational areas, but it's 

also one of the most culturally and his

torically significant sites in the state.  

Allowing recreation while protecting

CLIMBING IN STATE PARKS
If you climb in Texas, you probably 
climb in state parks. That's where 
most of the state's established 
climbing areas are.  

Enchanted Rock State Natural 
Area. This Hill Country park con
tains hundreds of climbs on granite 
formations. It's a popular climbing 
destination featuring crack climb
ing and face climbing with routes 
that can extend a couple of hun
dred feet tall.  

Hueco Tanks State Park and 
Historic Site. Sure, it's known for 
its world-class bouldering, but the 
park also has outstanding tradi
tional roped climbing on cliffs up to 
350 feet tall.

Franklin Mountains State Park.  
This El Paso park contains a few 
dozen routes just minutes from 
downtown.  

Lake Mineral Wells State Park.  
This park west of Fort Worth fea
tures face climbing on sandstone 
conglomerate bluffs in Penitentiary 
Hollow. Climbing is top-rope only, 
and the walls are typically 20 to 40 
feet tall.  

Other: The Austin area offers rock 
climbing, mostly on pocketed lime
stone cliffs. Reimers Ranch, a Travis 
County park, has hundreds of 
routes along the Pedernales River.  
The Barton Creek Greenbelt offers 
in-town climbing along a creek.

the cultural resources is like trying to 

host a volleyball tournament at the art 

museum. It can be done, but it's tricky.  

Proximity to pictographs or other 

archaeological resources led to the clo

sure of several boulders and climbing 

walls, including the world-famous 

Mushroom Boulder, home to some of 

the park's classic climbs.  

On my visit to Hueco Tanks, I unex

pectedly ran into some colleagues from 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

archaeology lab. We shook hands but 

noted that climbers and archaeologists 

haven't always seen eye to eye on the 

direction of the park. One of the archae

ologists pointed out that we're all part of 

the TPWD mission - to conserve natural 

and cultural resources and to promote 

outdoor recreation. Makes sense, but 

those two parts aren't always compatible.  

Which part of the mission are you going 

to emphasize? There's no place where 

that question has been dissected, debated 

and anguished over more than Hueco.  

In the 1990s, the park was being loved 

to death, says Wanda Olszewski, park 

superintendent. Yearly visitation, which 

now hovers around 30,000 people a 

year, was 152,000 a year at its peak.  

"People refer to it as 'the coming,' she 

says. "Suddenly folks started showing up 

wearing Spandex and speaking other 

languages. Texas Parks and Wildlife 

didn't know quite what to do about it." 

Graffiti on some pictographs and an 

increasing worry about damage to the 

desert led the park to put more restric

tions in place in 1998. Visitation is now 

limited to 70 people at a time on North 

Mountain and 16o in the guided areas.  

Olszewski says that with all the com

peting interests, there's no way to make 

everyone completely happy.  

"What matters most is how the person 

treats the park when they're here," she 

says. "That matters more than whether 

someone would call themselves a 

climber or a hiker a birder or a picto

graph enthusiast or a Native American 

who comes for spiritual reasons." 

As I climbed from hueco to hueco and 

topped out on another classic boulder 

problem on a perfect winter day, it was 

easy to see why people have found this 

place special - from the prehistoric 

people who made it home in times past 

to the rock climbers who love the place 

today. Hueco rocks. * 
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Limits and size 
restrictions are a 

way of life for 
those who fish.  
But there's one 

fish that scientists 
and authorities 

hope everyone will 
catch and eat as 

much as possible: 
invasive lionfish.  

Blame the aquarium trade for intro

ducing the fish, native to the Western 

Pacific, to U.S. waters, says Keri 

Kenning of the nonprofit marine edu

cation organization Reef Environmental 

Education Foundation, or REEF.  

"It wasn't Hurricane Andrew, as some 

have theorized, because lionfish had 

arrived before then," she explains, 

although damage from that 1992 storm 

likely liberated additional lionfish.  

"And it wasn't ship ballast water, which 

is the source of other invaders. If 

released ballast water contained lion

fish, they would be present all along 

shipping routes." That isn't the case.  

"Someone had a few pet lionfish and 

didn't want them anymore, probably 

because they ate all the other fish in the 

tank," she says. "So, they released the 

fish into the South Atlantic." 

Although other non-native marine 

species have been introduced via the 

exotic pet trade, lionfish are the first 

that took off - and in a big way.  

Lionfish appeared off South Florida in 

1985, then spread by leaps and bounds, 

moving up the East Coast in the 

2000s, covering the Caribbean by 

2009 and then moving into the Gulf, 

reaching Texas in 2011. This spread 

follows prevailing currents; larvae drift 

for about 28 days before settling. (See

an alarming animation of the spread 

beginning in 1986 at nas.er.usgs.gov/ 

taxgroup/fish/Lionfishanimation.gif).  

The invaders actually include two 

species, Pterois miles and Pterois volitans, the 

first normally found along the east coast 

of Africa and the second throughout 

Oceania, with an overlap around 

Indonesia. But to the average observer, 

the two are indistinguishable.  

In their native range, about 80 lion

fish occupy one kilometer of reef. In 

the Bahamas in 2008 and 2009, 

researchers counted nearly 400 per 

kilometer, and Kenning notes there 

has been a significant increase since 

then. To lionfish, the Atlantic Ocean, 
Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea 

must seem like paradise indeed: no 

predators, no competition and plenty 

to eat. As a result, the fish are a terrify

ing model of success.  

SECRETS OF 
LIONFISH SUCCESS 

"In every habitat where we've looked 

for lionfish, we've found them: seagrass 

beds, mangroves, wrecks and artificial 

reefs, natural reefs, even three miles up 

a river," Kenning says. "They have a 

wide tolerance for temperature, salinity 

and depth. We've found them from one 

inch deep to 2,000 feet, from
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TPWD employee 
Bryan Legare, above, 
shoots lionfish at an 
artificial reef site in 
the Gulf of Mexico, 

and volunteer scien
tific diver Jake 

Emmert, left, bags 
them up. The lionfish 

on the tray were taken 
from three artificial 

reefs in July.

Massachusetts to South America." 

Adding insult to injury, lionfish 

reproduce early (within one year) aic 

often, capable of spawning every four 

days year-round. While many reef fish 
are broadcast spawners, lionfish spawn 

in pairs, and the female releases twc 

buoyant egg masses containing from a 

few thousand to 15,000 eggs. That 

means one female can pump out 2 mil

lion eggs a year.  

In their native Indo-Pacific, there are 
13 different species of lionf'sh and

much greater biodiversity overall, much 
more potential competition. Parasites 

and predators eating eggs and larvae 

keep lionfish numbers in check. Back 

home, they also face parasites and dis

eases that don't seem to have traveled 

with them. Consider that the original 
invaders survived being harvested, 

shipped in a freighter, held in a cus

toms warehouse, kept in an aquarium 

and then dumped into a strange habi

tat. Any lionfish that made it through 
all that clearly had great genes.  
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Once on our reefs, the lionfish found 

native fish (which have no idea what a 

lionfish is) to be easy pickings. More 

than 70 different prey species have been 

found in lionfish stomachs, and those 

stomachs can expand up to 30 times 

normal size. Anything that fits in their 

mouths is fair game.  

The voracious invaders eat many 

commercially important species, such as 

snapper, grouper and grunt. They also 

eat what those species eat, leaving natives 

with less food. Lionfish eat recreation

ally and ecologically important species, 
from all the pretty things divers like to 

see to the fish that keep reefs clean.  

Staff at the Flower Garden Banks 

National Marine Sanctuary have seen 

lionfish hanging out at a cleaning station 

on Stetson Bank, picking off the little 

cleaner fish. That, one staffer says, is 

"completely against the rules of the reef." 

In the Bahamas, Kenning says, lion

fish reduced the native fish prey com

munity by 65 percent in just two years.  

Some sites experienced a 95 percent 

decline. An Oregon State University 

study showed that lionfish have reduced 

native fish populations by up to 80 

percent in the Atlantic.  

Thanks to this kind of clearly unsus

tainable gluttony, the largest lionfish 

collected off the U.S. coast was more 

than 18 inches long, while the maxi

mum size in their native range is about 

13 inches. Tagging studies have shown 

that a lionfish can grow up to nine 

inches in a year.  

Meanwhile, nothing seems to be eating 

them. Occasionally, sharks, groupers or 

eels have been seen snacking on lionfish, 
but in general, native predators recognize 

hionfish as dangerous. A study published 

by researchers at the University of North 

Carolina in July 2013 concluded that 

native predators will be unable to control 

invasive lionfish. The key, scientists say, is 

human removal.  

Ready to fire up the grill? 

CONTROL METHODS 
It's legal to remove lionfish from all 

Texas waters, with a spear, net or hook 

and line.  

"Contrary to what you might believe 

and many photos, though, they general

ly aren't out on top of reef and easy to 

see," warns Kenning. Look for them in

caves, crevices and dark spots. The 

greatest relief or largest structure on a 

reef is where the most lionfish will be.  

(See sidebar on safe handling.) 

Lionfish derbies are proving good at 

short-term control, capturing as many 

as 2,000 lionfish in one day. At Green 

Turtle Cay in the Bahamas, REEF con

ducted a survey of 8o different sites 

both within and outside a derby hunt

ing area one week before the event, 
then recounted the same sites a day 

after the derby. According to that work, 
the 771 fish removed by derby partici

pants equaled 69 percent of the popu

lation. A Palm Beach, Fla., derby 

brought in 1,043 fish, which REEF 

calculated would have eaten up to 8.8 

million prey fish in the next year. So 

derbies are effective, but the key is 

holding them regularly.  

WELCOME TO TEXAS 
Eight lionfish were seen near the 

Flower Garden Banks sanctuary, 100 

miles off the Texas coast, in 2010, and 

28 within its boundaries in 2011. In 

2012, 237 were observed in and around 
the sanctuary. Their average size there 

has increased from 6 inches in 2012 to 

12 inches in 2013.  

"The lionfish invasion is a huge con

cern," says Flower Garden research 

coordinator Emma Hickerson.  

Their outsized predation could shift 

the Flower Garden's coral-dominated 

habitat to an algal-dominated one.  

Although spearfishing is not allowed 

in the sanctuary, all divers on staff have

permits to remove lionfish, as do dive 

operators on the Fling dive charter 

boat. Management is also considering 

special allowances to hold a derby there.  

"You have to be careful about what the 

spear hits behind the fish," says sanctu

ary research ecologist Michelle John

ston. "Nets won't do as much damage." 
Another concern is that if someone 

gets poked by a lionfish spine, which 

can deliver venom, the victim is a long 

way from shore, and it might mean cut

ting a trip short.  

"In the future, we'll offer removal 

permits to experienced divers who have 

attended a workshop," she says, "and 

ask that they bring the fish back for us 

to research." 

Meanwhile, anglers can take all the 

lionfish they want from the sanctuary 

with hook and line, although catches of 

lionfish via this method in shallow 

waters are rare since these predators 

stalk and eat live prey whole. Some have 

enjoyed success using cut squid as bait.  

At this time, staff don't recommend 

eating lionfish caught in the sanctuary, 
currently a hot spot for ciguatera, a food 

poisoning found in predatory fish, 
lionfish included. To date, though, no 

cases from lionfish have been reported, 
and the toxin is localized to particular 

places and times. Anglers just need to 

be informed.  

So, ladies and gentlemen, take up 

your forks and knives. Participate in a 

derby, eat a lionfish, and ask restaurants 

to serve it. The natives of the Gulf of 

Mexico are counting on you. *

How to handle a lionfish 
Lionfish are venomous, not poisonous, which means they are safe to eat. They aren't so safe to catch, 

however, with 17 venomous spines (although the big showy ones on the sides are not venomous).  
Always wear puncture-proof gloves - not ordinary or even Kevlar gloves - and use a clear bag to 

hold your catch, the better to keep an eye on those spines. All spines point toward the back, so hold 
a lionfish from the front, with fingers on either side of the cheeks, not over the top of the head. To net 
one, approach very slowly and, once the fish is in the net, move to a clear area of the seafloor and 
transfer it to the bag. For spearing, a paralyzing spear with three tips is best because it keeps the 
speared fish from moving around. Aim right behind the head at a right angle, either approaching the 
fish to get that shot or waiting for it to move to where you have a shot.  

Lionfish venom will still be potent in a fish on ice, so have a dedicated ice chest and cut off spines 
with snips or a knife and discard.  

A sting causes pain and swelling and occasional complications such as infection or tissue necrosis.  
First aid for a sting involves cleaning the wound, removing the spine and immersing the affected area 
in nonscalding hot water, which breaks down the protein-based neurotoxin. Take a thermos of hot 
water along, and if you're out on a boat and don't have hot water, use discharge from the outboard 
motor or open the cover of an inboard and lay a wet towel on the engine until it gets hot enough.
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How to Outsmart 
a Millionaire 
Only the "Robin Hood of Watchmakers" can steal 

the spotlight from a luxury legend for under $200! 

M r. Bigshot rolled up in a roaring high-performance 7 
Italian sports car, dropping attitude like his 

$14,000 watch made it okay for him to be rude. That's 

when I decided to roll up my sleeves and teach him 

a lesson.  

"Nice watch," I said, pointing to his and holding up 

mine. He nodded like we belonged to the same club. We 0 
did, but he literally paid 100 times more for his member

ship. Bigshot bragged about his five-figure purchase, a luxu

ry heavyweight from the titan of high-priced timepieces. I told 

him that mine was the Stauer Corso, a 27-jewel automatic 

classic now availablefor only $179. And just like that, the man 
was at a loss for words.  

The Stauer Corso is proof that the worth of a watch doesn't 

depend on the size of its price tag. Our factory spent over $40 

million on Swiss-made machinery to insure the highest quality 

parts. Each timepiece takes six months and over 200 individual 

precision parts to create the complex assembly. Peer through the 

exhibition back to see the 27-jeweled automatic movement in 

action and you'll understand why we can only offer the Corso in 

a limited edition.  

Our specialty is vintage automatic movements. The Corso is 

driven by a self-winding design, inspired by a 1923 patent.  

Your watch will never need batteries. Every second of power is 

generated by the movement of your body. The dial features a 

trio of complications including a graphic day/night display.  

The Corso secures with a two-toned stainless steel bracelet and 

is water-resistant to 3 ATM.  

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Test drive the Stauer 

Corso. If you don't love it, send it back within 30 days and we'll 

refund every dollar of your purchase price. And you're welcome to 

keep the $99 sunglasses as our gift! Spending more doesn't make 

you smarter. But saving thousands on a watch this stunning will 

leave you feeling (and looking) like a genius! 

A Stauer Exclusive Not Sold in Stores 
Ostentatious Overpriced Competitors Price -$1475.90

Stauer's Corso Timepiece - PLUS Free $99 Stauer 
Flyboy Optics'" Sunglasses - only $179 +S&P
Call now to take advantage of this fantastic offer with our 30-day money 

1-800-859-1626 A 

Promotional Code CSW452-06 L BU 
Please mention this code when you call. Rating of A+

-~k

Limited 
Edition...  

Order 

Today! 

Exclusive FR 
Order the Stauer 

Corso and these 

Stauer Flyboy 

Optics" Sunglasses 
(a $99 value) are 

yours FREE! 

back guarantee. Stauer
14101 Southcross Drive W., 

Dept. CSW452-06 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com

27-jeweled Vertex automatic movement - Interior dials - Transparent caseback - Dual-toned stainless steel case and bracelet band fits wrists 6 /"-9"



Meet the Beauty 
in the Beast 
Discover this spectacular 6 -carat green 
treasure from Mount St. Helens! 

F or almost a hundred years it lay dormant. Silently building strength. At 
10,000 feet high, it was truly a sleeping giant. Until May 18, 1980, when 

the beast awoke with violent force and revealed its greatest secret. Mount St.  
Helens erupted, sending up a 80,000-foot column of ash and smoke. From 
that chaos, something beautiful emerged... our spectacular Helenite Necklace.

EXCLUSIVE 

F FR E 
Helenite Earrings 

-a $129 value
with purchase of 
Helenite Necklace

Helenite is produced from the heated volcanic 
rock of Mount St. Helens and the brilliant green 
creation has captured the eye of jewelry designers 
worldwide. Today you can wear this massive 
6 -carat stunner for only $149! 

Make your emeralds jealous. Our Helenite 
Necklace puts the green stone center stage, with 
a faceted pear-cut set in .925 sterling silver 
finished in luxurious gold. The explosive 
origins of the stone are echoed in the 
flashes of light that radiate as the piece 
swings gracefully from its 18" luxuri
ous gold-finished sterling silver 
chain. Today the volcano sits 
quiet, but this unique piece of 
American natural history 
continues to erupt with 
gorgeous green fire.

/4/

Necklace 
enlarged to 
show luxurious 

Color.

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Bring home the 
Helenite Necklace and see for yourself. If you are not 
completely blown away by the rare beauty of this 
exceptional stone, simply return the necklace within 
30 days for a full refund of your purchase price.

JEWELRY SPECS: 

6 ctw Helenite in gold-finished sterling silver setting 

- 18" gold-finished sterling silver chain 

Limited to the first 2200 orders 
from this ad only 

Helenite Necklace (6 ctw).................Only $149 
Helenite Stud Earrings (1 ctw) ..................... $129 

Helenite Set $278....Call-in price only $149 
(Set includes necklace and earrings)

+S&P 

+S&P 

+S&P

Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer.  

1-800-859-1979 
Promotional Code HEL519-04 
Please mention this code when you call. BBBt Rating of A+ 

Stauerp 14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. HEL519-04, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

"My wife received more 
compliments on this stone 

on the first day she wore it 
than any other piece of jewelry 

I've ever given her. " 

- J. from Orlando, FL 
Stauer Client

Smart Luxuries-Surprising Prices"'



GOODS AND SERVICES FOR THE OUTDOOR ENTHUSIAST 

C A R K E T P L A C E 
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: (512) 799-1045

p 
A 

-~.

Head Triangulation 

- _ f

Handcrafted plaque 
displays dental 

'Near patterns to 
determine age 

great gift!

-/
4

(830)257-4538 
Wildlife Enterprises 

Kerrville, TX

12" X 15" Laminated poster 
details physical characteristics 
for Yearling, Immature, Mature 
and Post Mature Buck Deer 

$6.95 ea 
ideal for deer blinds! 

(830)257-4538 
Wildlife Enterprises,Kerrville, TX 

wwwwidlfeeteprseco

gar-~~~~~~ 4 t F 7_ R i 414111R RUSTIC 

Unique outdoor and indoor coolers available 
Hand made out of real "barn wood" 

Hand-crafted in Texas 
Includes Official Igloo Brand Ice Chest 

Customize your cooler with adornments 

OUTDOORJSTICCOO LERS.COM 

800-833-5998

H UNITING

727 

M
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PRO UCT AN ERIE 

HALT 
INVASIVE TREES 

The Patented 

DRO TREE-CHOPPER TM 

is like a pipe cutter for trees! 
Attach the Tree-Chopper" to your ATV and drive 
into trees up to 4" thick. Circular discs slice 
through the trunk, while a rear trailing blade 
shears the stump flush to the ground.  

" CUT UP TO 300 TREES PER HOUR 
" ELIMINATE RED CEDAR, MESQUITE and 

other invasive trees. o 
" CUT TREES UP TO 4" IN DIAMETER flush 

to the ground.  

Call for a FREE DVO and Catalog! 
TOLL-FREE 

877-680-0959 
DRTreeChopper.com 

TRENRO Jungle Travel Washcloth.  
Rinses clean and stinhi free.  

2Zpack $8 
www.lunatecgear.com 
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The OUTDOOR MAGAZINE of TEXAS 
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Yes! Send me Texas Parks & Wildlife 
magazine at 70%* off the cover price! 

Pen- IQ 10 Issues for $12

Name

Address 

City/State/ZIP

E-mail 
Please e-mail me new features and offers from Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.  

Q Payment enclosed Q Bill me later 

T a 0 JEICIAL OITsDoRO MAOAZI o IxAe
Please alow 6-8 weeks for delivery.  
This offer go )c for new U.S. orders only.  
Ten issues produced annually.  
*Based on regular newsstand price of $3.95. 6312SW
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Subscribe now to receive 10 issues for $20 
and give a gift subscription at no additional cost.  

That's two subscriptions for $20! 

My Subscription: 
Name 

Address 

City State ZIP 

E-mail 
Please e-mail me new features and offers from Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.  

0 Check enclosed. 0 Bill me later. 0 Check here if you are ordering one subscription only.* 

Gift To: 
Name 

Address 

City State ZIP

Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery of first issue. Offer good for new U.S. orders only.  
Cost if only one subscription ordered is $12. Please list additional gliys on separate sheet 
of paper ($10 each). 10 issues produced annually. Tla UTtddtinA gAtorFepfaTEeS
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RIO FRIO LODGING 
& NATURE CENTER 

Retreat to 
the Hills for 

.. a Week or 

Weekend of 
Relaxation & 

Adventure 

Birding, Bat Flight, Kayak & Nature Tours 

www.hilicountryadventures.com 
830-966-2320 www.friolodging.com

KARANKAWA VILLAGE 
"for the good life on the gulf" 

THE LODGE & CATTAILS 

The ambience is casual at The Lodge, 

but the amenities are luxurious. Each 

of the eight rooms are uniquely styled, 
featuring the finest organic bedding., 
large bathrooms and original artwork.  
Gourmet coffees and flat screen televi
sions are found in each room and two 

outdoor living rooms with fireplaces 
are yours during your visit. Our 

popular mercantile shop, Cattails, is 
part of the Karankawa Village just 
across the boardwalk. Here you will 
find more of the finest coffees, wines, 
cigars, gourmet foods, artwork, 
clothing and homewares.  

Matagorda, TX . (979) 863-7737 
karankawavillage.com 

DELICIOUS 

MALICIOUS 

Litter poses a threat to the health and safety of 
wildlife, natural areas, people, and their communities.  

Want to help clean the waterways in your community? 
The Lake and River Cleanup Program provides Texans 
with a FREE planning guide, publicity assistance, trash 
bags, and other materials needed for cleanup events.  

COM iSSiON ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY 

KEEPTEXAS BEAUTIFUL wwwKTB.org 1800-CLEAN-TX 
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TEM AS 
December Advertisers 

1. Brenham/Washington County, pg. 24 

www.VisitBrenhamTexas.com 

2. Kirk Root Designs, pg. 14, 15, 16 and 18 

www.kirkrootdesigns.com 

3. Sand Creek Post & Beam, pg. 19 

www.sandereekpostandbeam.com 

4. Texas Forest Service, pg.11 

www.dontmovefirewood.org 

5. Texas Almanac, pg. 19 

www.TexasAlmanac.com

Kids Play free 
at Texas State Parks

Look for us on Facebook 

www.tpwmagazine.com 
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* Meyer B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country, 

mid-1800s stage stop, Texas landmark. Pool, 

hot tub, fireplaces, golf.  

www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com (888) 995-6100 

F E * 

* Palo Alto Creek Farm. Landmark historic 

German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient 

oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquili

ty. Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farm

house, all with private spa therapy rooms.  

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089 

* Settler's Crossing Bed and Breakfast.  
Private historic log cabins and cottages spread 

over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from 

town.  

www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020 

N EW BRAU NFE LS 

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus & 
Danville Schoolhouse. 4

3
-acre deer haven 

near Gruene, rivers. Getaways, reunions, wed

dings, corporate retreats. 10 luxurious rooms, 

Jacuzzis. Delicious breakfasts.  

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (800) 299-8372 

"R ""KP R 

HOPES' HOUSE 
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 
(800) 924-1008 
www.hoopeshouse.com 

NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.  
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.  
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED.CALL FOR BROCHURE.  

,.', LOOKING FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL 
FOR HOLIDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, 

, i BIRTHDAYS, COMPANY GIFTS ETC...  

-2Bi 

Gift Certificates 
ORDER ONLINE ON A SECURE SERVER 

WWW.TEXASBB.ORG
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?2VATIOtN APPLICATION
LIMITED-TIME OFFER 

Reservations will o accepted on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  

Respond as soor as possible to 
reserve yo ,r ring.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
To assure a proper fit, a ring 
sizer will be sent :o you after 

your reservation has been 
accepted.  

'Plus $9.98 shipping and service.  
Sales subject to procuct availability 
and order acceptance.

BRADFORI EXChANGE

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL 60053-0806 

YES. Please reserve the "Spirit of Texas" Diamond 

Ring for me as described in this announcement.  

ORDER PROMPTLY FOR CHRISTMAS DELIVERY 

Signature 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.  
Name (Please Print Clearly) 

Address 

City State Zip 

E-Mail (Optional) 

01-13381-001-E31792

x 
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The Texas Panhandle received as 
much as 19 inches of snow during the 
blizzard of 2013. Instead of retreating 
from the storm, Texas Parks & Wildlife 
photographer Chase Fountain headed 
into it. "In retrospect, this was not a 
very wise decision," Chase says.  
"Road conditions became very treach
erous." Chase finally made it to 
Caprock Canyons State Park to photo
graph the snowy landscape. Some of 
his photos from that shoot inspired 
this month's cover art by Clemente 
Guzman. "in the end, it was worth the 
adventure," Chase says.
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