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Up Front 

For the love 
of travel.  
W e V Texas travel, so to celebrate the month of 

amore, we asked readers online for their favor

ite romantic getaways- for those in love, and 

those simply in love with Texas. Marie Atlee Clark extolled 

the lure of Indian Lodge, a CCC-built, pueblo-style hotel in 

West Texas' Davis Mountains State Park. (Note: The hotel 

will be closed for maintenance Jan. 27-Feb. 10.) "The remod

eled rooms in the old section are wonderful. The sitting 

deck is peaceful. Watch the sunrise together with coffee 

from the lobby, then sunset from the top of the mountain." 

Zach Buie agrees that Indian Lodge is "fantastic," and 

also recommends the secluded resort at Chinati Hot 

Springs, another hideaway in Texas' far western reaches 

with healing spring waters, adobe cabins, and hiking trails.  

Zach and Marie's recommendations prove quite 

compatible with this month's Big Bend spe

cial issue. In features starting on page 28, 

E HEARDwe reveal the history and mystique of 

Cibolo Creek Ranch, nature's renewal 

* or idea? in the Chisos Mountains, and McDon
rinte restnhto? ald Observatory's nightly star trek.  

Turn to page 38 for more on Marfa's 

art and the Mystery Lights, which for 

* /*pf 1ntcenturies have inexplicably pulsed in the 

Chinati foothills east of town.  

Marfa writer Tex Toler has seen the lights 

regularly since his first visit in high school, and is "a firm 

believer that they exist." He cautions viewers, though, 

that "unlike Old Faithful in Yellowstone National Park, or 

the swallows' return to Capistrano, the lights are not on 

a predictable schedule. Some nights they're active, some 

nights they're not. After an hour of waiting for the lights 

to show, some folks get frustrated and join the ranks of the 

non-believers. But if you DO happen to see them-floating, 

pulsing, sometimes splitting and dancing-then you become 

a witness to a true phenomenon investigated and studied by 

scientists from all over the globe." And, he adds, even if their 

source or trigger is somed1 liscovered, "It will still be an 

amazing anomaly that they occur in Marfa." 

Here's to the mysteries of life and love. Until next time, 

find us online (texashighways.com), and happy travels! 

Jill Lawless, Editor 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 91

Drive Clean Across Texas

BE HEARD: 

READER'SU _ 
CHOICE 
What do you think is Texas' coolest 
small town? Tell us your favorite (and why) 

at texashighways.com/upfront.

TRIP TIP: 
"'> 

Senior Editor Lori Moffatt recent 
i eturned to the rapidly evolving 
Pearl complex in San Antonio, 
where redevelopment in the pas 
few years has brought interest 
restaurants, retail shops, a popu-
lar Saturday-morning farmer's market, and the latest campus 
of the Culinary Institute of America. The CIA recently opened a 
student-run restaurant called NAO, which focuses on cuisines 
irom throughout Central and South America. All dishes cost $9.  
See www .naorestaurant.com.  

SNEAK PEEK: 
THE NEXT ISSUE...  
An intrepid writer-photographer bikes a little-known 
rail-trail in northeast Texas; a history buff hits the 
Texas Independence Trail; and we'll sample a lotta 
enchiladas. And who knew there's unicycle football in 
San Marcos? All this and more in March!

Drive 
STEXAS x 
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3 Marfa has captivated the hearts 

of art-lovers and desert denizens the world 
over. With art, music, a new "foodie" cul
ture, and spectacular scenery, now is the 
perfect time to become a fan yourse f.  

Text by TERRY TOLER 
Photographs by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

| 6h N k (Necessarily) 
Some of the Big Bend's most luxurious accom
modations welcome guests to rugged land once 
owned by cattle baron Milton Faver. For privacy 
and luxury, nothing beats Cibolo Creek Ranch.  

Text by CHARLES LOHRMANN 
Photographs by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

541 At McDonald Observatory, vis

itors explore outer space while keeping 
their feet planted firmly in West Texas. This 
premier astronomical research facility also 
provides an inviting opportunity for novices 
to gaze skyward.  

Text and photographs by E. DAN KLEPPER

San Antonio 10,15 
Dallas 14,17, 62 

Austin 20, 22, 73 
Lubbock 23 

Big Bend 
National Park 28 

Maria 38, 46 
McDonald 
Observatory 54 
Gonzales 72
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If you have that anxious feeling where you know you need to get away 

It's island time! This spring, escape to beautiful Galveston Island where 
relaxing on 32 miles of beaches is worth the trip alone. When you're done 
relaxing, find out what makes Galveston such a special, diverse 
destination by enjoying any of the island's many attractions.

GA L
I 1- 'A
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Galveston is jam-packed with opportunity for adventure, from the pyramids of Moody Gardens to the thrills of 

Schlitterbahn Galveston Island Waterpark or the new Galveston Island Historic Pleasure Pier. Learn about the 

island's unique history at Bishop's Palace, Galveston Railroad Museum, Moody Mansion, Ocean Star Drilling Rig 

Museum. Lone Star Flight Museum, the Pier 21 Theater showing The Great Storm, or even upon the 1877 Tall Ship 

ELISSA. Take advantage of nature by going surfing, kayaking, or fishing, and when you're done, be sure to check 

out the unique shops, restaurants and art galleries found in Galveston's Downtown Cultural Arts District.  

Want a glimpse of it all? Embark on an all-inclusive sightseeing tour. Dolphin watch on a Harbor Tour, stroll the East 

End Historic District on a self-guided tour of the Galveston Tree Sculptures, or join the Galveston Duck Tours. Cool 

Tours or the Treasure Isle Tour Train.  

Lodging in Galveston accommodates every budget and length of stay. Plan a week in one of the Island's beach 

houses and condos or take a quick escape in a hotel or a historic bed & breakfast.

Everything you need to know about Galveston Island can be found on 

www.galveston.com. Plus share your experiences at 
Facebook.comlisitGalvestOnlsland or call us today at 888.GAL.ISLE (425.4753)
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111

409.744.1500 I SanLuisResort.com 

A History of Hospitality. A Future of Distinction.

7741 

The Hotel Galvez & Spa and The Tremont House have long 
been the lodgings of choice for discriminating travelers on 
Galveston Island. Known for their distinctive style and gra
cious service, both hotels offer legendary hospitality and prox
imity to the Island's many attractions. The beachfront location 
of the Hotel Galvez & Spa offers expansive Gulf views and a 
tropical luxury that includes the Island's finest spa. Located in 
Galveston's historic Strand District within walking distance 
of a wide array of shops, restaurants, museums, and galleries, 
The Tremont House is the perfect retreat for romantic week
ends, family gatherings or corporate retreats. Each hotel offers 
an ideal venue for intimate and grand gatherings.

e a 1 

2024 SEAWALL BLVD, GALVESTON ISLAND, TX 

409.765.7721 ! www.WyndhamHotelGalvez.com 

THE TREMONT HOUSE 
A f,.A. 6.....a ) flit.  

2300 SHIP'S MECHANIC ROW, GALVESTON ISL AND, TX 

409.763.0300 1 www.WyndhaznTremontHouse.con
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y7KFeath 

Galveston Birding & Notu 

April 11-1

1.888.GAL.ISLE

ual!

brFest 

re Photo Festival 

4, 2013

Celebrate Mardi Gras 

on Galveston Island.  
it's that time of year.. and live entertainment, 
parades, beads. artier and lue entertainment
Choose one of the two (2) weekends in 
February 1-3 or 8-10.  
Stay at The Victorian in a spacious and 
comfortable condo suite.  
one bedroom condo sleeps 4 adults, 
minimum two-night stay.  

Two Night Package Rate from 
$299.?* inclusive (room rate, fees and tax) 

*Special Package: must book by January 18, 2013

Spring Migration & 200+ Species of Birds 
Trips to Beach, Bay, Bolivar Flats, High Island & More 

Area Charm, History and Hospitality 

NEW PhotoFest Events! 

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!
(0n|>no0t I 

PESORT . Confrrtnct (tITtR 
6300 Seawall " Galveston * TX * 888.906.2954 

www.facebook.com/galvestonvictorian " victoriancondo.com " promo code MG 13

Harborside Dr 

,.  

1I11 
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You can get here on 
just about a tank of gas! 
-All 90 guest rooms have Gulf vie 
- Family-friendly rates 
- Free continental breakfast & sna 

Free Wi-Fi property-wide 
- Come see our new look for 2013.l 

commodoreonthebeach.com 
[e eB " 37th & Seawall 

c ommo ore Galveston Island 
di, x 800.231.9921
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The splevndor surround s

yjou here in +his 

piece o- paradis 

rnjoy a rare, up-close experience with free-roaming Saki Monkeys, 
beautiful macaws and other endangered animals and plants at the 
all new Rainforest Pyramid* Escape to the South Atlantic, Pacific or 
Caribbean in peaceful tranquility with playful penguins, seals, 
sharks and bountiful tropical fish at the Aquarium Pyramid* 

xplore the science of music at the JAM: Remastered exhibit at 
the Discovery Museum. Feel the white sand between your toes 
at Palm Beach where a summer adventure and a lazy river await.  
Next, emhairk on a Colonel Paddlewheeler cruise or a new challenge 
at the Moody Gardens® Golf Course. Then relax and indulge in a little 
island time amongst lush gardens and the beautiful Moody Gardens® Hotel.

AA A.  
MOODY GARDENS 
G A L V E S T O N IS L AN D

'COVERY MUSEUM * HOTEL * GOLF COU, 
-AINFOREST AND AQUARIUM PYRAMIDS 

"'EALM BEACH * OLONFI PADDLEWHFF' E.  
MOODYGARDENS.ORG * 800-582-4673

1.888.GAL.ISLE
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9 Talk to TH 
Readers sound off 

Peanut patties and Port A 

Postcards 
Telling the South Texas Story 

From vaqueros to chili queens, 
the Witte Museum's new Ro

bert J. and Helen C. Kleberg 

SoLth Texas Heritage Center 

brings the region's history to 

life. Plus: Dallas' Perot Museum 

of Nature and Science, and San 

Antonio's Pearl development.  

TH Taste 
Raising the Bar on Chocolate 

Valentine's Day inspires a 

flur-y of chocolate gift-giving, 

but Texans go cocoa-loco 
yea--round. Plus: Central 

Ma-ket's cooking school.

270 Weekender 
Great Plains Gallivanting 

Lubbock, Texas: home to five 

wineries, stellar steaks, archeo

logical treasures, prairie dogs, 
a rich ranching legacy, and 

wide-open spaces.  

qua Speaking of Texas 
The Princess of Popovers 

She didn't think much of Texas' 

culinary offerings when she first 

moved here from New York, 
so Helen Corbitt reframed the 

state's culinary scene with her 

innovative approach.  

TH Traveler 
A roundup of February events 

Rodeos in Fort Worth, San An

tonio, and Houston; Alpine's 

Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering,

plus 101 other fun things to 

see and do this month.  

J TH Daytripper 
Come and 'Trip It 
Chet Garner traces the roots 

of the Texas Revolution, mar

vels at our forefathers' bravery, 
and celebrates Texas freedom 

with Tex-Mex and barbecue 

in Gonzales.  

Window on Texas 
Say Cheese 

Old-school enchiladas at 

a bowling alley? Order up! 

Deliciousness doesn't al

ways translate to photo

ready, but Photo Editor Griff 

Smith embraces the chal

lenge-and shares some 

tricks of the trade.

About Our Covers 
FRONT: On top of the world. As daylight 
fades into dusk, hiker Heather Ainsworth
Dobbins peers out over Big Bend National 
Parks Elephant Tusk formation. Photo O Laurence Parent 

BACK: On a tour of the remote Cibolo 
Creek Ranch near Marfa, guests can 
imagine what the land looked like when 
rancher Milton Faver built his empire here 
in the 1800s. The beauty of it? Not much 
has changed. Photo by J. Griffis Smith 

Photographic 
Prints Available 
S'me images in this issue are available as 
p-ints in two distinctive formats. For more 
information, call toll-free 866/962-1191, 
o- visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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EXPERIE 
.but what you will remember most is the warm West Texas hospitality.

Make ALPINE the center of your attention.  
Natural beauty, unique nightlife and shopping, and 
a grand array of hotels and guest lodging make 
0 V J this the perfect staging grounds for 

your West Texas adventure.  
Ei ~ visitalpinetx.com

FORT DAVIS-National Historic Site, 
Davis Mountains State Park, McDonald 

Observatory, Nature Center, Botanical 
Ga-dens and a vast array of activities 

for all to enjoy. Over 250 rooms, 
quaint restaurants and 

unique shopping.  

fortdavis. com ..

[J [I' Lodging, Dining, Entertainment 
and History; FORT STOCKTON 

S . has it. Experience our Visitor 
Center, Historic Sites, Museum, Fort Grounds, 
Golf Course, and Unique Shopping oppor
tunities, West Texas style.  
historicfortstocktontx. com

MARFA defies easy J ' 
explanation, yet any 

google search yields o 
thousands of opinions. Marta is 

tough to get to-tougher still to ex
plain. But once you arrive, you get it.  

visitmarfa. com

- ..  

E Paso uadalupe Mt s ODESSA National Park MIDLAS 
285 20 

54 PECOS 385 
18 

10 67 

a1 FORT-STOCKTON 
Dvs ate tns I1 

FORT DAVIS ALPINE 385 285 

MARFA 

67 ii8 

dig Bend 
Ranch 

State Park BGBN 

NATIONAL 

MIDLAND: Feel the Energy. A great starting point for your 
0 trip to West Texas! Midland International Airport 

is the closest airport to Big Bend National Park.  
visitmidlandtexas. com

ODESSA-known for breathtaking 
sunsets, wide-open spaces and warm 
West Texas hospitality; you'll enjoy 
shopping, dining, unique cultural 

0 0 attractions and events.  
Wish you were here! 

Eli" odessacvb. com 

TEXAS .  

cos - RinlT

PECOS is Hot! Our great location, 
our historic hot spots and our color
ful activities, makes Pecos, Home of 

the World's First Rodeo, the cool 
place to visit when gJ J 

traveling West Texas.  

pecostx. com

TX Water Utilities Association School Big Bend - Fort Stockton 
Midessa Boat/RV & Gun Show - Odessa 
TX Cowboy Poetry Gathering - Alpine 
Monty Python at Nosl Wagner Pert. Arts Center - Midland 
Texas Proud in Pecos - Pecos 
Camp Cooking - Marfa 
Scottish-Irish Faire at Midland County Horseshoe - Midland

Mar 22-24 Odessa College NIRA Rodeo - Odessa 
Mar 31 Easter sunrise service - Fort Davis 
Mar 31 7th Annual Picnic in the Park & Easter Egg Hunt - Fort Davis 
Apr 4-6 Viva Big Bend Food Festival -Alpine 
Apr 6 26th Annual Reeves County Health Fair - Pecos 
Apr 24-27 Open Road Race April 24-27 - Fort Stockton 
Jun 26-30 Marta Film Festival - Marfa

Feb 4-7 
Feb 7-10 
Feb 22-24 
Feb 24 
Mar 1-3 
Mar 8-10 
Mar 9-10



v B P AND THE LOST PINES

OUR BOOTS ARE 

LIKE OUR TOWN.  
THEY GET 
MIGHTY 

COMFORTABLE 

AFTER A DAY 

OR TWO.

Marty, Texas Boot Company

4

It's easy to get comfortable in the Lost Pines. The atmosphere 

is relaxed, the surroundings are scenic, the accommodations 

are cozy. And just like new boots, the longer you stay 

there, the better it feels. Want to treat your feet to some 

comfortable footwear? Try our boots. Want to soothe 

your soul? Spend the weekend with us.

Plan your road trip today at 

VISITLOSTPINES.COM
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STARTS WITH 

Texas 
H i5hways 
Join uS! Get 12 issues chock-full of 

Texas' best getaways, events, attractions, 
and natural wonders.  

Super Buy! A one-year subscrip
tion to Texas Highways Magazine is just 
$19.95... that's only $1.66 an issue.  

Super Gift! Friends, family 

members, and business associates 
all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 
Magazine. The first U.S. subscription 
(yours or a gift) is $19.95. Additional U.S.  
orders are just $17.95 each when ordered 
at the same time.  

To order by phone, call 

1-800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central 
Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 
Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Visa - MasterCard 
Discover -American Express 

Or visit 

www.texashighways.com

Get Texas Highways for yourself! 

/Yes! 
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 
MY NAME_ 

Address

City State Zip 

E-mail address 

Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

Just $19.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form 
in the mail-we'll bill you later.  

6302SU1

yI 

Give Texas Highways to a friend! 

/ s.5 Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months! Just $19.95 for 
Please prin, the first U.S.  
MY NA ME subscription, and 

Address $17.95 for each 

additional U.S. order! 
City State Zip (International subscriptions are $29.95.)

E-mail address 
Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

Send a gift subscription to: 

RECIPIENT'S NAME 

Address 

City State Zip 

To include more gifts, enclose a list.

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form in 
the mail-we'll bill you later.  

We'll send a card announcing your gift 
directly to your recipient.  

For faster service, please call 
1-800-839-4997.  

F302SU1
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Think Pink 
I enjoyed Mary O.] 

"Sweet on Pink Pea 

ties" [TH Taste, Dec 

Anderson Candy C

Parker's 

nut Pat

ember].  

ompany

in Blossom makes pink pea
nut rounders (patties) that are "soft and 

delicious." Though the company started 
in 1980 with Leon Anderson, the origin 

of the candy recipe was in the 1940s with 

Dan Hearn, who developed the softer

texture patty. The website (www.peanut 

rounder.com) includes an interesting his

tory of the recipe and the candy-making 

machines. LeAnne and Donny Gentry, 
Leon's daughter and son-in-law, currently 

own the company, at 201 Front Street.  
Purchase peanut rounders there or online.  

FRANCES HARE, Garland 

Puff and Stuff 
Robb Walsh's "Stepping Up to the Plate" 

[December] listed some marvelous Texas 
comfort foods, especially for Texans away 

from home. The mention of San Antonio 

O CONTACT TH 
We want to hear from you! Send feedback and rec
ommendations to: Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009. Email: letters05(atexashighways.con. We re
serve the right to edit items. Because we're unable to check 
out every recommendation, and because hours vary and 
details can change, please call ahead for more information.  

Please pass this magazine along! Oj 
PRINTED IN U.S.A ON RECYCLED PAPER

puffy tacos brings back so many 
memories and makes my mouth 

water! It's a good reason for me to

plan a trip to my native city for a big plate 
of them. You just may see me on the road 

headed west! Thanks for a great magazine.  

DORIS PEIRCE, Gainesville, Georgia 

0TH READER 
RECOMMENDATION 

I THOROUGHLY enjoyed the 
December issue and June Naylor's 

article on Port Aransas. No trip to 
Port A is complete without a lunch or 
dinner stop at Cafe Phoenix. My wife 
and I found this restaurant while at 
the Whooping Crane Festival last 
February. Chef (and owner) Tiana 

Worsham does a marvelous job of 
making delicious seafood dishes. The 
restaurant is very quaint and intimate, 
and a fabulous place to eat.  

JOHN PARKINSON, Friendswood 

Cafd Phoenix is at 229 Beach Ave.; 

361/749-9277. Find more on the annual 

Whooping Crane Festival (February 21
24, 2013) at www. whoopingcrane 

festival.org.
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HE FREIGHT COURIER AND OX-DRAWN CART 
in the entryway of the new Robert J. and Helen C.  

Kleberg South Texas Heritage Center at the Witte 

Museum in San Antonio give visitors a hint that 

they're in for a thoroughly modern, yet authentic, 
telling of the region's colorful history. The well-worn 

wooden carreta dates from the 1850s, while the freighter mannequin 

speaks to viewers with holographic images projected onto its face.

The combination of interactive tech

nology with a pre-industrial transporta

tion relic provides the perfect introduc

tion to the rich history, legend, and lore 
revealed in the Heritage Center's expan

sive portrayal of South Texas life. The 
museum entertains as much as it educates 

with a combination of rare artifacts, pho
tography, audio and video exhibits, and 
interactive features.  

The 20,000-square-foot, two-story 

South Texas Heritage Center opened last 
May, making it the newest addition to 
the venerable Witte Museum. The Heri

tage Center gives the Witte a permanent 

space to interpret the distinct cultures and 
traditions of South Texas, as well as San 

An-onio's prominence as an economic and 

cultural hub in the region's development.

The museum building itself embodies 

a striking combination of old and new

one section is housed in a 1930s wing of 
the Witte called Pioneer Hall, while the 

adjoining section is newly constructed

of glass, steel, and 

limestone. Designed 

by the local architec

ture firm Ford, Powell 

& Carson, the light

filled atrium of the 

new section provides 

a view of the museum 

gardens, a limestone 

amphitheater, and the 

San Antonio River.  

Venturing to the 

second floor, muse

um-goers enter a gal-

lery titled "A The center blndshis
Wild and Vivid torical artifacts, like an 
Land: Stories of ox-drawncart,with 
South Texas." The modern architecture 
first part of the ex- and interactive exhibits.  
hibit is designed 
to represent Main Plaza, San Antonio's 

central business and gathering place in 
the 1800s. Visitors can step into a re-crea

tion of the C.H. Guenther Mercantile, 
where the household goods on view 
include copper pots, china dolls, and 
Texian Campaigne china produced in 
Staffordshire, England, and decorated 
with scenes of the U.S.-Mexican War of 
the 1840s.Atouchscreen displayprovides

Learn about ranching, 
trail drives, and oil booms 
in a storyteller style designed 
to intrigue grade-schoolers 
and scholars alike.

FEBRUARY 2013 I texashighways.com 11
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Postcards

EiV. DDLPH BRISOE RAN H[NG

N

Lieutenant Colonel 

James Neill presented 

to William Barret 

Travis when Neill de

parred the Alamo in 

Februar7~836, leaving 
4 Travis in_ cc mmand.  

7 *'Thesw ord was found 
in a 1950s Alamo dig 

and presented to tne 
city,"explains curator 
Bruce Shackelforc.  

A. The plaza gallery 

also includes a display 

The museums sec- short descriptions of about conflicts on the frontierwith rel-cs 

ond-floor gallery is each object. including a gold-plated sword presented 

called "A Wild and Other displays by residents of Kinney County tc General 

Vivid Land: Stories in the plaza show- John Bullis, an 1870s eagle fea-her war 

of South Texas." case such items as bonnet owned by Yamparika Comanche 

a vintage Menger Chief Tabananica, and a beaded Apache 

Hotel le dger, a Bowie knife found on the blouse.Audionarrationrecounts the trag

San Jacinto battlefield, and a sword that ic story of the 1840 Council House Fight

The second-floor 
gallery's exhibits range 

from depictions of 

the lives of ancient 
Texans to the inventions 
of technology pioneers.  

on Main Plaza, inwhich some 35 Penateka 

Comanches were killed. A photo of the 

captive Apache Geronimo illustrates the 

time he spent at San Antonio's Fort Sam 

Houston in 1886.  

Also in the plaza gallery, enlarged 

images of "chili queens" and their cus

tomers provide a vivid sense of one of the

12 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2013



Tobin, the World War Iflyingace who pio
neered aerial land surveying, and O.S. Petty, 
an engineering genius who developed 
technology that could amplify and mea

sure vibrations underground. In between, 
visitors learn about ranching, trail drives, 
law enforcement, irrigation, surveying, 
and South Texas oil booms, rounded up in 
astorytellerstylethatis designedto intrigue 
grade-schoolers and scholars alike.

Inadisplayon cattlebrands, forinstance, 
we learn the story of Esther Clark Watson 
and her broken-heart brand. When the 

Gonzales County rancher branded her 
cattle in the 1850s, she did so with a bro
ken heart. Clark's first husband had died 
on the job as a freighter. The second, it is 

said, perished at the Alamo. Then, in 1849, 
the third set out for the California gold 
fields, never to return. So Clark designed

Alamo City's most 

storied culinary tra

ditions. The women 

sold spicy fare from 

portable stoves in 

the city's plazas, 
reaching the height 

of their popularity in 

the late 19th Century.

Longhorn cattle were 
an important part 

of the South Texas 
economy in the 188s.  
Vaqueros and cowboys 

treasured their fire
arms for protection.

Continuing in the second-floor gallery, 
visitors enter the Witte's former Pioneer 
Hall Ballroom. A sweeping mural-cre

ated from nine of the late San Antonio 
artist Porfirio Salinas' paintings-covers 

the upper halves of three walls. The mural 
sets the room's tone with its depiction of 
a South Texas day from sunrise to sunset.  

The gallery's exhibits range from the 
daily lives of ancient Texans, represented 

by such artifacts as a pair of fiber sandals, 
to the stories of such trailblazing 20th

Century South Texans as Edgar Gardner

V

a i 

a can this code and head to our 
LMabile Historic Homes Driving Tour 

VisitVictoriaTexas

Bring Your Boots 
Located between Houston and 
Corpus Christi, Victoria offers a 
perfect overnight getaway. Enjoy 
our events, museums & festivals.  
Polo at McFaddin Ranch 
March 16 
Victoria Independent Film Festival 
April 4-7 
Historic Homes Tour 
April 6-7 
JAM Fest 
April 20 
Cinco de Mayo 
May 4 
Art Car Victoria Parade & Festival 
May 18 

.C orn 1-800-926-5774
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Postcards

IT'S NO SECRET THAT DALLAS PREFERS BIG, BOLD, AND FLASHY DIVER
sions. The new Perot Museum of Nature and Science answers the call, while also 

mixing in a healthy dose of education and innovation.  

The $185 million, 180,000-square-foot museum opened to gushing reviews 

in December. With a mission to "inspire minds through nature and science," the 

Perot Museum offers a children's museum and 10 other permanent exhibit halls 

that delve into the sciences of sports, weather, energy, geology, the human body, 
space, engineering, birds, and more.  

"We definitely cover the gamut from dinosaurs to DNA," said Nicole Small, 
the museum's chief executive officer. "I think people are staying a lot longer than 

they planned when they come." 

The museum is located in Victory Park, adjacent to downtown. Its eye-catch

ing design-conceived by Pritzker Prize-winning architect Thom Mayne and his 

firm Morphosis Architects-is meant to resemble a large cube floating over a 

landscaped base. Passersby on the Woodall Rodgers Freeway are sure to notice 

the glass-enclosed escalator that extends outside the building.  

Robert Smithers, a computer consultant from Dallas, said he was impressed by 

the number of hands-on and interactive exhibits 
that he encountered during a recent visit. The 

museum is more than a children's activity, he said.  

"I think eight-year-olds are going to love it be
cause there are so many things to do and expe

rience inside the build

lp . Aglass-enclosed sca- ing, but the adults were 

atoris oneof thePe- also doing and observ 
otMuseum's remark- ing things, and getting 

able design features, into it," Robert said. "In 

along with arolling other words, the stuff 

r ofscapeandafull- was neat." www.perot 

height glass atrium. museum.org.-Matt Joyce

her broken-heart brand in the shape of a 

heart torn asunder by a vertical line.  

The room's exhibit also includes life

size riders on horseback, frozen in fiber

glass, depicting a Spanish vaquero of the 

late 1700s, a Comanche hunter-warrior 

of the 1850s, and a 1930s portrayal of 

Helen Kleberg, wife of King Ranch heir 

and president Robert Kleberg. Museum 

Tools of South Texas 
ranch life are featured 
in one exhibit, which 
include "shotgun" 

chaps, named for their 
straight-legged style, 
and "batwing" chaps.  

signage explains that the Klebergs "cre

ated the world image of a Texas ranch 

family in the 1900s." According to the 

New Handbook of Texas, Helen Kleberg 

served as the model for Elizabeth Taylor's 

character in the movie Giant.  

The tools of South Texas ranching life 

are grouped together in a large exhibit. It 

includes a pair of 1870s "shotgun" chaps, 

named for their iaontirued on page 16 0 

\ 

KNy
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What's New at the Pe 
San Antonio's former brewery site continues to evolve 

WHEN WE FIRST REPORTED ON THE REDEVELOPMENT 
of San Antonio's former Pearl Brewery site in 2010, the 22-acre 
complex-at the northernmost navigable point of the San Antonio 
River-was beginning to fill in with shops, restaurants, and activi
ties ranging from a weekly farmer's market to cooking classes at 
the new Texas campus of the Culinary Institute of America.  

Less than three years later, the Pearl continues to evolve and 
grow. In the past few months, several new restaurants and bars 
have opened, along with shops offering treasures ranging from 
bespoke guayaberas to vintage cowboy boots, bike-share and bike
rental programs, and a full calendar of festivals and live music. (The 
annual Paella Festival in March draws 35 chefs and thousands of 
visitors to the grounds to sample Spain's iconic rice dish.) More 
than 300 apartments have opened, and crews recently broke 
ground to renovate the original 1880s brewery building into a 140
room boutique hotel-a project slated to open in 2014.  

Several additional restaurants are scheduled to open in early

''m p 
arlfomtePer 

2013, including a new 

location of San Anto
nio's popular vegetar
ian restaurant Green; a V 

spot called Arcade Mid
town Kitchen, which will 
reinterpret southern fare 

like shrimp and grits; 
and a yet-unnamed res

taurant helmed byform
er New Orleans chef Steve McHugh, .egnena ri ano s new Shop 
which will occupy the Pearl Brewery's at the Pearl offers handmade 
historic administration building. jewelry and vintage clothing.  

Throughout the month of February 
in celebration of Valentine's Day, many o-tne Pearl's restaurants and 
boutiques will offer special menus, sales cn gift items and clothing, 
and extended hours. See www.atpearl.ccm for details. -LoriMoffatt

Calendar of Events: 
+ Market Day around the Square 
+ Matagorda County Fair & Rodeo 
+ Matagorda Seafood Festival 
+ Bay City Art Show & Sale 
+ Earth Week Celebration 
+ Nature Family Fun Fest 
+ Palacios f 

Cinco de Mayo FestivalII
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Postcards

O continued from page 141 straight-legged 

style, and some 1930s "batwing" chaps that 

kept legs cooler. The display's computer 

touchscreen provides handy information 

on the sombreros, Stetsons, boots, and 

spurs that the ranch hands relied on. It 

notes, for instance, that a saddle common 

to northern Mexico circa 1870 had a larger 

horn for winding rope and that a fancy,

early-20th-Century Mexican bridle was 

custom-made for oilman Barney Halloran.  

Downstairs, in the former Pioneer 

Hall, the Heritage Center continues the 

building's tradition of displayingthe por

traits of members of the Old Time Trail 

Drivers Association. A new touchscreen 

database pops up portraits of trail drivers 

not represented on gallery walls.

S $

A second down

stairsgallery,the Rus

sell Hill Rogers Texas 

Art Gallery, offers changing exhibits. On 

view through May 27th, Artists on the 

Texas Frontier includes such paintings as 

Theater at Old Casino Club in San Anto
nio by Carl G. von Iwonski, San Pedro 

Springs Park by Robert Jenkins Onder

donk, and Crockett Street, Looking West, 

San Antonio de Bexar by Karl Friedrich 

Hermann Lungkwitz.  

The plays, which 
take place in the 

amphitheater, feature 
characters both real 

and imagined discussing 
their lives, traditions, 

and cultures.  

The Heritage Center also draws visi

tors into the past with regularlyscheduled 

plays and demonstrations that illuminate 

the everyday life of 19th-Century South 

Texas. The plays, which take place in the 

amphitheater, feature characters both 

real and imagined discussing their lives, 

traditions, and cultures. This spring, the 

chili queens will take the stage for their 

turn in the spotlight.A new play about the 

old-time street cooksbySanAntonio play

wright Marisela Barrera opens March 

16th. After a few hours of absorbing the 

rustic sites, sounds, and people of South 

Texas, a plate of the chili queens' zesty 

market fare would surely hit the spot. Ti

The Witte Museum 
is at 3801 Broadway, San Antonio, 
78209. Call 210/357-1900; sthc.witte 
museum.org.

16 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2013
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Taste

cheese, bacon, and gummy bears to 

chocolates flirting with too-pretty-to

eat status, like the handcrafted works 

of art coming out of CocoAndre Choco

latier in Oak Cliff.  
Chocolate shops have opened all across 

the Metroplex, including Elegantly Choc

olate in Carrollton (try the raspberry

and-dark-chocolate floret cups), Sublime 

Chocolate in Allen, and The Dark Choco

late Bakery, which operates a mail-order 

confectionary out of Dallas.  

Chocolate Secrets 
Love and chocolate go hand in hand 

for Kate Weiser, chocolatier and exec

utive pastry chef at Chocolate Secrets, 
an upscale chocolate boutique in Dal

las' Uptown area that entices customers 

with organic, brightly colored treats that 

resemble jewels. Not only did it take this 

Kansas City transplant nearly two years 

to perfect the process of hand-painting 

her bonbons, but she recently celebrated 

her second anniversary with her husband 

and unofficial taste tester.  

"I like to say that my husband fell in 

love with me through chocolate," Kate

HOCOLATE HAS BECOME SYNONYMOUS WITH 

the month of February. Like the Aztec Emperor Mont

ezuma, who is said to have drunk more than 50 cups of 

liquid chocolate daily for its aphrodisiacal properties, 

those lookingto express sweet sentiments or celebrate 

love have long extolled chocolate in i:s many forms.

Perhaps nowhere in Texas are there 

more chocolate fanatics than in Dal

las, where the chocolate business has 

grown to Aztec proportions in just a few 

short years. Dallasirts have embraced 

the art of candymaking with zeal and 

a passion for high-quality-and often 
bizarre-ingredients.  

"Dallas has a relatively young choco

late scene, so the local chocolatiers are 

free to experiment however they want," 

says Sander Wolf, founder of DallasChoc

olate.org, a website devoted to promoting

artisan chocolate in the ci-y. "The choco

latiers have formed an interactive com

munity, and it's really fun to watch (and 

eat) everything that's going on," says 

Sander, whose organization offers choc

olate-samplingtours ccfthe city and hosts 

an annual chocolate conference and 

festival in the fall. 'When you come to 

Dallas for chocolate, you won: go home 

hungry!" Sander exclaims.  

Along with traditional chocolates, 

this cocoa-crazed ciy has seen every

thing from truffles maie with curry, blue

says with a laugh. Yes, these chocolate 

Kate notes that jewels from Chocolate 
her favorite Val- Secrets are edible.  

entine's treats And delicious.  
are the painted, 

heart-shaped bonbons and the candies 

made with sea salt and caramel, which 

feature salty caramel with a chocolate 

outer shell painted with colored cocoa 

butter. "Chocolate is really a celebra

tion of life and a celebration of love," says 

Kate. "We've had a lot of love stories start

18 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2013



at our store; I've been part of five propos

als!" Go to www.chocolatesecrets.net.  

Dude, Sweet Chocolate 
When it comes to funky flavor combi

nations, few can compete with Kather

ine Clapner, chef and co-owner of Dude, 
Sweet Chocolate. Her creative recipes 

can convert even the most devout choc

olate purist into a daring chocoholic. "I 

ust make what I like and try to turn peo

ple on to things they wouldn't normally 

find," says Katherine, who began selling

0 

0 
N

her chocolates at farmers' markets before 

opening her storefront. "Just because it's 

a weird ingredient doesn't mean it tastes 

weird in the end. Everything is put in 

there for a reason." 

Take her Albatross fudge, for instance.  

Although a few customers are still 

leery of its combination of dehydrated 

blue cheese and sea salt, this delicately 

crunchy fudge (named for a popular

Monty Python skit) is a top seller with its 

balance of creamy chocolate and pungent 
cheese. Katherine also offers an artisan 

sampler that includes flavors like Loui

siana tobacco and cognac, beet and olive 

oil, and Peruvian purple corn.  

After all, in chocolate as in love and ro

mance, rules are made to be broken. Go to 

www.dudesweetchocolate.com.  

-Kristy Alpert

A little dinner.  
A little dance. X[ 

A little Hill Country { 

Romanze.  
Take a break from your world. And reconnect in ours. We're just secluded 
enough, with a beguiling mix of diversions that will take your minds off your cares 
and focus them firmly on each other. Charming guesthouses, B&Bs and inns.  
Delightful wine tours. Lazy carriage rides. Luxurious His and Hers spa treatments.  
Live music of all kinds. And soft candlelit dinners with surprisingly diverse cuisine.  
All set in the natural beauty and laid-back atmosphere of the Texas Hill Country.  
So take your partner. And come dance to the heartbeat of Fredericksburg. * 
VisitFredericksburgTX.com I 866 997 3600 

German Heritage rexan Hospitality W

I I IfUI
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AUSTIN'S 125-YEAR-OLD LAMMES CANDIES CRANKS OUT ABOUT 
a quarter-million pounds of mouth-watering chocolates each year using 

ingredients such as peanuts, cashews, roasted almonds, car

amel, orange peels, peppermints, and habanero peppers.  

But business really heats up in February, when chocolate- 4 

lovers purchase nearly 20,000 pounds of plump, milk

chocolate-covered strawberries in honor of Valentine's Day. '

Lammes first started making choc

olate-covered strawberries in the late 

1970s, but at first they weren't popu

lar with customers, explains company 

President Pam Teich, whose great-great 

grandfather, William Wirt Lamme, 

founded the confectionary in 1878. Pam 

says that originally, her father, David

Lamme Teich, made the strawberries 

with liquid centers similar to what you'd 

find with chocolate-covered cherries, so 

"they were real

ly messy." But O riginally called Red 
the real obstacle Front Candy Factory, 

was that people Lammes adopted its 

weren't familiar current name in 1885.

20 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2013
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Customers purchase 
nearly 20,000 pounds 
of chocolate-covered 

strawberries every 
February in honor of 

Valentine's Day 

with the combination of flavors, she says.  
"The first time we offered samples 

of chocolate-covered strawberries, we 
couldn't get anybody to try them," adds 
employee Mildred Walston, who began 
working for the iconic candy-maker 

73 years ago when it had just one store 
in downtown Austin. That changed 

quickly, she says, and these days they're

CAHDIr 51 

a bestseller, along Larnines' Airport Bou 
with the popular l vard location in A 
Longhorns, a mix of fin draws chocolate.  
caramel and pecans lovers year round" 
enrobed in milk or 

dark chocolate.  

Lammes sells 100,000 pounds of Long
horns annually, says Pam, and custom

ers have sent them to chocolate-lovers as

pedigreed as Queen Elizabeth and Kath
erine Hepburn. "And President Lyndon 
Johnson actually ordered Longhorns to 
be delivered to the White House," she says.  

Another popular Lammes candy, the 
now-famous "Texas Chewie" pralines, 
were first made in 1892 using pecans from 
trees growing on the banks of Austin's 

Lady Bird Lake. The buttery, chewy pra
lines have long ranked #1 with customers, 

but prior to the 1920s they were available 

only by special request.  
Lammes Candies today has five Austin

area locations and a vibrant online pres
ence. But considering that William Wirt 
Lamme lost his confectionary in an 1885 

poker game (only to have his son buy it 
back), we're lucky to savor Lammes Can
dies' sweets at all. "This part of our fam

ily lore was a secret for a long time," says 
Pam. "I would have liked to be a fly on the 
wall during that game." 

Call Lammes Candies at 800/252-1885; 
www.lammes.com. -Mary O. Parker

'AK 14 FlGGR

*
Discover Women Shaping Texas, on exhibit December 8, 2012-May 19, 2013. B U L L O c K 

TEXAS 
Start your visit at The S T O R Yof T E X A S.com STATE HISTORY 

MUSEUM

The women who shaped Texas have worn every kind of shoe - and boot.  
When you learn what they accomplished, you'll have something new 
to brag about - and - you might just hear a jingle on your shoe.
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What's Cooking? 
Creating community in the kitchen 

SINCE I BEGAN TAKING COOKING CLASSES A FEW 
years ago, I've learned how to finely dice an onion with a few 

strategic knife cuts, how to use a pillowcase as a makeshift 
salad spinner, and how Elizabethan chefs relied on fleet
footed canines called turnspit dogs to power their rotating 
barbecue spits. But these gems can't compare to the lesson 
bestowed upon students in one of Central Market's recent 
grilling classes in Austin, in which chef Adam Perry Lang 
tenderized a standing rib roast with a baseball bat. "Now 
you know why we call the front row 'the splash zone,"' says 
Cooking School Manager Meredith Beeman.  

These days, she says, the popularity of "hands-on" classes 
has exploded, especially as cooking has become more 
popular among people in their 20s and 30s. "Students say 
they hope to invite friends and family to their homes and 
give them the gift of preparing a great meal," says Meredith.  

Just as a home-cooked meal makes a great gift, so does

a cooking class, 
especially for Val
entine's Day, an 
oft-pressurized 
holiday that at its 
heart, focuses on 

shared experien-  

ces. At a recent 
Lebanese-food 
cooking class in 

Austin hosted by 

chef Anissa Helou, a table of strang- A L 
ers became friends over three hours 

of listening, laughing, and eating.  
By night's end, we were toasting to 

one couple's upcoming nuptials. Central 
are posted at www.centralmarket.com.

* **- -*

BIG BEND: NO PLACE TO THINK SMALL.

22 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2013
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ebanese mezze spread 
at Central Market's 

Cooking School 

Market's classes 

-Lori Moffatt
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HE SKY IN LUBBOCK SPRAWLS FROM HORIZON 

to horizon, soaring overhead like the sandhill cranes 

that pass through twice a year. The wind ruffling my 

hair has met scarcely an impediment as it traveled 

the length of the country, and it carries the scent of 

thousands of fresh, fertile miles.

Lubbock pins the southern end of 

Texas' Great Plains, holding it fast to 

the rest of Texas. People here work hard 

to make a living, but my weekend visit 

proved they appreciate playing hard, too.  

Upon arrival, I checked in to the styl

ish, 15-story Overton Hotel, one of the 

city's highest buildings, which meant a 

great view from my room window. The 

large and leathery lobby furniture evokes 

a Western spirit, and the downstairs bar 

has an outdoor patio, the better to enjoy 

those big skies. The Overton's Pecan 

Grill menu listed tempting dishes such 

as rabbit loin wrapped in jalapeno bacon, 

sweet-tea-brined Cornish game hens, 

quail, antelope, and wild boar, but I had 

arranged to meet friends for dinner a few 

miles west of town at Cagle Steaks.  

24 texashighways.com I FFBRUARY -013

The only steak served at this family

owned, Old West-style restaurant is the 

ribeye, which comes from the center of 

the rib roast and is prized for its mar

bling and flavor. Owner John Cagle tells 

me that his cooks season the steaks with 

a secret-recipe spice mixture and then 

grill them over mesquite. The result is a 

juicy, melt-in-your-mouth flavor explo

sion. But the menu here offers more 

than ribeyes: Diners can also choose 

grilled chicken, salmon, fajitas, and bar

becue plates, which come with a buf

fet of beans, potato salad, cole slaw, and 

cornbread. Throw in peach or cherry 

cobbler, and you may not need to eat for 

a week. A full stomach and luxurious bed 

had me out like a light that night-all the 

better to get an early start on adventures

-i 1 1 / 

the next morning. In the main gallery of 

The campus the Museum of Texas 
of Texas Tech Tech University, visitors 
University starts encounter a faceoff 

just a block from between T. Rex (shown) 
the Overton. One and Triceratops.  

of its main at

tractions, the Museum of Texas Tech 

University, includes a gallery of South

west Indian Art, plus an extensive ex

hibit called The Ice Age on the South

ern Plains, which includes two murals 

depicting plant and animal life, dinosaur
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and phytosaur bones, and skeletal casts.  
At the National Ranching Heritage 

Center next door, the real action is out
side. Spread across 27 acres, a total of 48 
authentic structures re-create ranch life 
and history from the late 1780s through 
the 1950s. A dugout, bunkhouse, one-room 
schoolhouse, barns, blacksmith shop, ranch 
homes, train depot, windmills, livestock 
pens, stables, and cookhouse scatter among 
grass-covered hills dotted with sotol, mes
quite trees, and the occasional jackrabbit.  
With the right point of view, I could imag
ine I'd gone back in time.  

The ground beneath 
my feet contained traces 

of the humans who 
lived here thousands 

of years ago.  

A little more than a mile north, Lub
bock Lake Landmark, an archeological 
preserve of the Museum of Texas Tech 
University, contains a complete cultural 
record from the Clovis period (roughly 
12,000 years ago) through the present.  
Several trails crisscross the property, 
each focusing on a theme: archeology, 
natural history, and nature. Archeologi
cal digs here have uncovered bison kills 
from more than 10,000 years ago, along 
with the remains of mammoths, ancient 
stone tools and pottery, and artifacts 
from early Anglo-American settlers. As 
I walked in a draw once filled by ancient 
springs, knowing that the ground beneath 
my feet contained traces of the humans 
who had lived here, I felt both serene and 
disconcerted.  

Just as humans found the area hos
pitable, so do creatures such as prairie 
dogs. Some 60 miles northwest of town, 
Muleshoe National Wildlife Refuge, 
whose saline lakes draw thousands of 
sandhill cranes in winter and many other

Take Your Time in Kerrville
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Weekender

New Braunfels 

Jump in.  

(800) 572-2626 I nbjumpin.com 
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birds year-round, harbors a robust prai

rie dog community. Check it out from the 

road near the refuge's Paul's Lake; bring 

binoculars for a close look.  

I also enjoyed watching the antics of prai

rie dogs near downtown Lubbock at Prai

rie Dog Town in Mackenzie Park, estab

lished in the 1930s by resident Kennedy 

Clapp, who feared the entertaining ani

mals were disappearing. I hopped out of 

my car and watched the plump, furry crit

ters-not actually dogs, of course, but ro

dents closely related to ground squirrels

zip in and out of their burrows, yip, and 

stand upright as if posing for photos. Prai

rie dog burrows provide habitat for owls, 

horned lizards, rabbits, and hares, and the 

little fellows may help preserve grasslands 

by reducing the spread of brush.  

Grapes like it here as well. In fact, the 

area's grape-friendly climate and soil 

earned designation as The High Plains 

American Viticultural Area, one of eight 

appellations in Texas, and it produces 

many award-winning wines. I grabbed a 

spot at the stainless-steel bar of McPher

son Cellars' tasting room, in a former Coca

Cola bottling plant, ro try some for myself.  

Owner Kim McPherson's father, Clinton 

A. "Doc" McPherson, co-founded Llano 

Estacado Winery in 1976, one of Texas' first 

post-Prohibition wineries. McPherson

Cellars debuted FROM TOP: An indoor 
in 2000, and tasting room opens year
this tasting round at McPherson 

room opened in Cellars. Protected prairie 

2008. McPher- dogs entertain visitors to 

son's Viognier, Lubbock's MacKenzie Park.  
Sangiovese, and 

DBS (a blend of Dolcetto, Barbera, and 

Sangiovese grapes) won my top votes.  

Located about 10 minutes from my 

hotel-which counts as "way out" in 

Lubbock-the Funky Door Bistro & 

Wine Room does, indeed, have a funky, 

sculpted-metal door. It also has fondue, 

pasta, burgers, live music, and an exten

sive wine list that includes 48 available 

by the glass from a European Enomatic
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"self-serve" machine. I ordered a glass 
the old-fashioned way and enjoyed a 
robust Malbec to accompany my fettuc

cine with prosciutto and peas.  

As the child of a World War II B-25 
pilot, I'm always drawn to military war 
museums, so I stopped by the Silent Wings 
Museum in the original Lubbock airport 
terminal, which tells the story of the WWII 

glider pilot program. Roughly 80 percent of 

I watched the plump, 
furry critters zip in and 

out of their burrows, 
yip, and stand upright 
as if posing for photos.  

American glider pilots received their silver 
wings here at the South Plains Army Air 
Field, the precursor to the Lubbock Inter
national Airport. The museum has several 

gliders on display in a tall, glass-walled 

room overlooking the airport, along with 
exhibits on operations in which gliders par

ticipated, including the Normandy land
ing. Here, too, is a wealth of period pho
tos, uniforms, weapons, flags, and banners.  

I had time for one more stop. Should I 
make it the Buddy Holly Center, Ameri

can Wind Power Center, an apple orchard, 
or one of the area's four other wineries? 
I knew I'd have to make another visit. And 
so before I moved on, I stood for a few 
more moments, taking in the wide, blue 
sky and feeling the wind in my hair.  

Lubbock 
is in far northwest Texas in the region 
known as the Llano Estacado. For more 
information on the Lubbock area, contact 
the Lubbock Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
800/692-4035; www.visitlubbock.org,
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With_ pleasant 
ta e-September 
temperatures 
and a picture
perftct blue 
sk y overhead, I 
shrugged on a 
backpack loaded 
with overni ht 
gear and made 

as-minute 
hikino"plan s 
With friendss in 
the Tasin park
ing lot of Big 
Bend Nationfal 
Park. Above 
us towered the 
craooy heights 
Of the Chisos 
Mountains 
daring us to 
hikeupintothe 
rocky peaks.  

The four of us- Heather Ainsworth

Dobbins, Mary Baxter, John Morlock, 
and I-had gathered here to hike to the 

park's famous South Rim, a strenuous, 12.6

mile, round-trip hike that climbs more than 

2,000 feet and affords spectacular views 
stretching clear into Mexico. It's possible 

to do the hike in a single long, exhausting 

day, but we planned to camp for a few nights 
to fully enjoy the views, the solitude, and 

the park's brilliant sunrises and sunsets.  

FEBRUARY 2013 1 texashighways.com 31



I had heard that many of the mountains' 

trees had died during the extended drought of 

2011, and I wanted to see if the rumors were 

true. There are two main routes to the South 

Rim-the steep Pinnacles Trail and the more 

gradual Laguna Meadows Trail. We figured 

we'd take the hard way up and the easier route 

back, so we started up the Pinnacles Trail, 

admiring the lush green grass and abundant 

wildflowers. Recent rains had obviously 

started the mountains on the road to recovery.  

As we climbed, though, scattered damaged 

trees showed that the drought had indeed 

been tough on Big Bend.  

John Morlock, superintendent of Fort Davis 

National Historic Site in nearby Fort Davis, 

previously worked in Big Bend National Park 

as a ranger, and before 

that, as the park's fire 

management officer.  

He estimated that half 

of the pinyon pines 

here-the Chisos High 
Country's dominant 

tree-had been se

verely compromised 

during the drought.  

He explained that K 

the lack of water had 

stressed the pines, 

and bark beetles had 

then infested them, 

further weakening 

the trees. "By the 

springtime growing 
season' he said, "it 
will be evident which 

ones will make it and which ones won't" 

And so life continues. As we sweated our 

way up the steep trail, John pointed out the 

twisted, white-barked aspens at the base of 

Emory Peak and the sheer ramparts of Casa 

Grande Peak, which reminded us of a castle.  

"I love the South Rim," said Heather, catch

ing her breath. "But right now, I'm not nuts 

about the Pinnacles Trail." 

Mary smiled and offered, "I appreciate that 

the route home will be downhill." 

We stopped for some trail mix and dried 

fruit in the shade of maple and oak trees just 

before reaching the saddle between Emory 

Peak and Toll Mountain at the high point of 

the Pinnacles Trail. The saddle-a "low" point 

between hills-marks the entrance to the 

park's official High Country. Here, swaths of 

32 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2013
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skeleton-leaf goldeneye, mountain sage, and 
scarlet bouvardia lined the trail.  

Although John was pained to see the strug
gling pines, "a thinning of the high Chisos 
forest was needed for long-term health," he 
told us.  

We dropped into Boot Canyon, stopping at 
Boot Spring to obtain and filter water. Before 

the hike, we had checked with park rangers 
about the spring's status, as it's often unreli

able. When Boot Spring is flowing, a multi-day 
hike-and-camping adventure is much easier 

since you don't have to carry three days' worth 

of water. Lucky for us, the recent rains had not 

only spurred the flowers into an incredible 
bloom, they had also rejuvenated the spring.  

A few of the tall Arizona cypress trees 

here had succumbed to the drought, but most 

trees in the sheltered 

canyon had made it 

through. We were too 

early in the fall to see 

the maples in full color, 
l but they looked healthy 

S ~jand green. Yellow 
butterflies fluttered 

around the many pools 
dotting the rock can

yon bottom.  

T 1 Although all ofus 
had seen it before, the 

= view where the Boot 

Canyon Trail meets 

the South Rim Trail 

brought exclamations 

of joy. Here, the South 
Rim drops off abruptly in a sheer cliff just 

beyond the trail junction. Thousands of feet 
below unfold the Chisos foothills, and in the 

far distance, almost lost in the vast expanse 
of desert, flows the tiny green ribbon of the 

Rio Grande. We admired the view for a few 

minutes, but soon our shoulders protested 

the weight of our now water-filled packs.  

We hiked the short distance northeast to our 

reserved campsite, where we happily shed our 

packs, set up tents, and relaxed in the shade of 

oaks and pinyon pines as we cooked dinner.  

After refueling our bodies, we picked up 
jackets, headlamps, and cameras and walked 
the easy - mile over to the South Rim.  

The trail hugged the rim, offering spellbind

ing views of the endless ridges and hills 
below. Looking east, we could see the Sierra 

del Carmen range of Mexico, and above 
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and below us, peregrine falcons and ravens 

soared gracefully in golden sunlight. We 

were so distracted by the abstract patterns 

of golden light and dark shadows highlight
ing the canyons below that we made it to 

the South Rim only minutes before the sun 

dipped below the western horizon.  

"How many hikes allow us to see into a 

different country and imagine ourselves as 

explorers in the Wild West?" Heather asked.  

"I love to sit up here and picture a lone cow

boy riding on a ridgetop." 

We crawled into 

our sleeping bags 

that night tired and 

happy. The next } : .  

morning, we got 

up before dawn to 

watch the sun peek 
over the Sierra del 

Carmen. The slant

ing golden rays cast 

long shadows over 
the desert below 

and illuminated the ; \ 

high country with 
pink and gold. We 
spent the day hik

ingthe loop out to Cd _ 2W 
the Northeast Rim, 
then down into Boot 

Canyon to replenish $ 

our water supply, 

taking photos all the 

way. After return

ing to our campsite and fixing a freeze-dried 

dinner, we sat on the Rim through another 

glorious sunset until the light had faded from 

the sky. The next morning, after sunrise and a 

granola breakfast, we took down the tents and 

reluctantly packed our gear.  

Via the South Rim Trail, we hiked to the 

Laguna Meadows Trail for a gentler descent 

back to the Basin trailhead. Fields of gold

eneye distracted me constantly, demanding 

more photos. Slowly we descended, passing 

more aspens, this time high on the south 

slope of Emory Peak, and the tall, lush grass 

of Laguna Meadows.  

"The South Rim view is the obvious spec

tacular place, but the meadows are really nice 

in a quiet way," Mary noted.  

We arrived at our cars by late morning. We 

looked forward to a big meal and a shower, 

but as we drove out of the Basin, I caught my 

36 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2013

hiking partners eyeing the high peaks more 

than once. I knew that we would all be back. TE 

LAURENCE PARENT is the author of many books, 

including Death in Big Bend (Iron Mountain Press).  

"If you follow the rangers' advice," says Laurence, 

"you're not likely to be inffuture editions."
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Hiking the South Rim
BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK'S 
SOUTH RIM can be done 
by strong hikers in one day 
via the Pir ia:les and Laguna 
Meadows -rails. To enjoy the incred
ible sunrises and sunsets, consider camping 
for one or :wo nights. Day-hikers should check 
weather fore:asts and carry adequate clothing,

a map, food, su-screer, aid a hat. Campe-s 
will need a teit pad, sleeping bag, stove, 
additional focd and other overnight gea-.  
Carry at least a gallon >i water per perscr 
per day. Do not depend >i Soot Spring 
for water without assurance from park 
rangers that i: is flowing. Purify any saer 
taken from the spring. Tie park requires

a permit foe overn ght camping.  

To reach Big Bend National Park, call 
432/477-2251; www.nps.gov/bibe.  

The Brewster County Tourism Council 
provides hElpful information about the region's 
activities, attractions, accommodations, and 
restaurants at wwv/.visitbigbend.com.  
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his exchange happens often, 
and because I actually worked to build tourism 

in Marfa, it still surprises me that many folks

especially Texans-don't know about Marfa.  

After all, it's mentioned regularly in The New 

York Times as well as in countless international 

publications. Marfais a regular stop for art pilgrims and patrons 

from all over the world, and the town serves as a getaway for 

celebrities and experienced travelers.  

On any given day (or evening) in Marfa, a visitor can experi

ence critically acclaimed art installations, hear apoetryreading 

at the Marfa Book Company, share a potluck dinner under the 

stars at El Cosmico, or join a creative workshop for kids and 

adults at the Crowley Theater. Depending on your mood, you 

can take in the premiere of a theatrical production, savor four

star cuisine, or just enjoy exceptional weather and scenery on 

the mile-high Texas prairie.  

40 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2013

In spite of the varied options, most folks, if they've heard of 

Marfa at all, are aware of its two most common claims to fame: 

as the site ofthe Mystery Lights,which occasionally (and unex

plainably) glow east of town, and as the location for the classic 

movie Giant, ccrsidered the Lone Star State's Gone With The 

Wind big-screen epic, starring James Dean, Elizabeth Taylor, 

and Rock Hudson.  

Marfa remains an enigma, and even longtime citizens can't 

quickly explain the intrigue created when ranching heritage, 

art connoisseurs, writers, musicians, and foodies collide and 

join forces on the high plateau. Some might say that the vast 

sky and quality of light remind them of northern New Mexico 

or a favorite Italian landscape.  

Long before Marfa was the darling of The New York Times, 

I knew it as the site of world-champion glider flying. My 

father's aviation business offered glider training, so I heard him 

and other pilots rave about the "uplifts" in Marfa, created by
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LEFT: At almost 5,000 
feet, Marfas elevation is 

roughly the same as that of 
Denver's-you may need a 

sweater even on summer 

nights, when temperatures 

can dip into the 50s.  

K{ 
,; . Y I

464

the winds' interaction with the surrounding mountains.  
Gliding is still popular here and is an appealing activity to 
the adventurous traveler.  

As a native Houstonian, the prospect of mountains in 
Texas has always intrigued me. So in 1972I took my first road 
trip to the mountains of Big Bend. Of course, we planned a 
side trip to see Marfa and the Mystery Lights. Rolling into 
town on US 90 just after 5 p.m., we stopped at the only four
way blinking red light (there's still just one traffic signal in 
Marfa). The town seemed nearly deserted.  

Looking north up Highland Avenue, we saw the 1886 Pre
sidio County Courthouse-one of the prettiest courthouses 
in Texas-in the middle of the square, among the one- and 
two-story buildings. Highland Avenue, Marfa's main com
mercial street, was (and still is) a four-block stretch of re
markable and beautiful architectural heritage.  

This was before world-renowned contemporary

FROM TOP RIGHT: The 

Chinati Foundation feature 
nstallations in former 

cavalry barracks and 

converted artillery sheds 
along with outdoor displays.  
The Second Empire-style 

Presidio County Court 
house was built in 1886.  
Modern design meets 
desert oasis at the 

Thunderbird hotel (www.  
thunderbirdmarfa.com).
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minimalist artist Donald Judd relocated to Marfa from New 

York City in the 1970s. He purchased several large buildings 

and the decommissioned cavalry post and installed large art

works of his own design, as well as works by other world

famous artists who =Iappened to be his friends.  

This changed Marfa.  

Most observers say Judd, along with his contem

poraries and followers, saved Marfa, but a handful 

of holdouts aren't as positive in their assessmen:. More 
Either way, it is safe to say that without Judd's influ- Marfa 
ence and contribution, Marfa might have passed the ( texash 

point where its impressive buildings could be saved com/ 

and restored.  

The transformation came about over a two-decade m 
process that hit its stride in the early 1990s when media buzz 

created a real-estate boom. Adobe houses and buildings sold at 

several times their assessed value, commercial buildings were 

remodeled, and several new businesses opened their doors.  

Of all the places in far West Texas and the Big Bend country 

for which I held sc much affection, Marfa was at the top of my 

list. So when a job opportunity arose there in 2011, I jumper at 

the chance to make the move.  

42 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2013

I arrived in the midst of an historic drought, two days 

after one of the worst wildfires in Texas history had ig

nited just west of town, then raced northeast and de

stroyed homes in Fort Davis along with thousands of 

acres of ranch land. This was, literally and figuratively, 

baptism by fire. While the threat of more wildfire lin

m bgered, Marfa was about to host a traveling music 

festival called Railroad Revival, which would at

on the tract enough visitors to double the size of the town 

Lights at and tax all our resources-law enforcement, fire 

highways. and emergency services, accommodations, and 

,ebextra. even food and cell phone service.  

The Fort Davis house fires were still smoldering 

when Marfa residents started organizing a benefit 

for the victims. A local artist created graphically dynamic 

burn ban/fire danger posters for distribution throughout 

the area, and citizens volunteered to help feed, house, and 

welcome the 2,000 concert-goers descending on tiny Marfa.  

This gave me true insight into the soul of the community.  

Naysayers said the town was populated by aimless 20-some

things, drifting artist-types, wealthy absentee vacation 

homeowners, and eccentric society dropouts. After living,



working, volunteering, and participating in Marfa for 18 
months, I came to know a friendly, compassionate, caring, and 
hard-working citizenry.  

The influx of creativity has created a synergy in town that 
one might find in a particular resurgent neighborhood in a 
large city. But in Marfa, population 1,981 and a three-hour 

drive from the nearest airline service in El Paso or Midland, 
the influence of creative newcomers makes a dramatic impact.  

arfa's unusual name is attributed 
to Hanna Maria Strobridge, wife of railroad execu
tiveJamesHarveyStrobridge,whodirectedthefirst 

transcontinental railroad in the 1860s and again the southern 
route two decades later. According to legend, Mrs. Strobridge 
accompanied her husband on his cross-country rail construc
tion treks, and was given the honor of naming the water stops 
along the route as it progressed westward.  

As an avid reader, she bestowed such literary names 
along the way as Dryden, Longfellow, and the odd name 
of Marfa, long thought to come from a character (Rus
sian for "Martha") in Fyodor Dostoyevsky's novel The 
Brothers Karamazov. However, an etymologist researching

TOP LEFT: Hotel paisan 

played host to Elizabe" 
Taylor, Rock Hudson, an 
James Dean during the 
filming of Giant.  

LEFT: Cochineal's menu 
changes daily (sea bass with 

lentils and fried cabbage 

shown here), and the wine 

list includes 250 labels from 
around the globe.  

ABOVE: Marfa has more 

than10 gallery spaces with 

free admission; the art foun
dation installations offer 
guided tours with fees.
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the issue determined that Hanna Strobridge likely named decommissioned in 1933 but later reactivated during World 

the town for a character in the Jules Verne novel Michael War II as a German prisoner of war camp.  

Strogoff(1876). In 1942, soon after the U.S. entered World War II following 

After the turn of the century, acavalry post that became Fort the attack on Pearl Harbor, an Army Air Training Base was 

D.A. Russell (later purchased by Donald Judd, and current site establis hed east of town, near the present site of the Marfa 

of the Chinati Foundation) was established to protect the U.S.- Mystery Lights viewing area. The Marfa Army Air Base trained 

Mexican border during the Mexican Revolution. The post was 8,000 bomber pilots during its four-year operation, and closed 
at the end of the war. All that remains of its dozens of barracks, 
halls, and large hangars-the faint remains of the mesquite- and 

y overgrown runways-can be seen only by air.  

hanifesto trm Hand t robribg The cAy remaining World War IT-related structure to sur
soeh-ad akattueaot vive was the 1942 USO Hall, constructed in town to allow civil

thestownmfora er se esVebke o ansto mingle with the military personnel for social events. The 

After red turo the aus , arpt tat terame-t City of Marfa has refurbished the hall, and it now serves as a 

D.As Rnl at 6 ur c sh cased, od udd, n c 0 se conferenceand event center.  

fs rhnnin ound. pin was etheto rote the U. The -0-year-old hall is barely changed from its original 

s fMei baorr duing te M ian s appearance, and displays hundreds of photographs of Marfa 

n r w 66 h b ( and Presidio servicemen and -women, from the cavalry days 
n Ma g y n r r t p y through the present, as well as other military memorabilia. The 

at t t r ) has walls sarroundingthe vaulted, trussed ceilings in the main hall 
n n -n d st s-p , -gg tow n are line with the military insigniaofall the units represented 

ad ee g fa ry mayook k tud be Ciny ofMarfahasrefrbishedthehaby those who served.  
Ma-n atta o L A -d' in wn -fwe than 2,00 eo ip e, -r The filming of Giant in 1956 brought fame to Marfa, as the 

away from he go s an.cest ..- Trr -oer film was much publicized and drew major Hollywood stars to 

town, where they stayed in the Spanish Colonial-style Hotel 
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Marfa
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Paisano. But after the production left, the town population con
tinued to shrink, businesses closed, and the new Interstate 10 
siphoned traffic off old US 90.  

Enter Donald Judd, searchingfor aremote, wide-open loca
tion to house his large, contemporary art pieces in a permanent 
setting. He was joined by such eminent artists as Claes Old
enburg, Dan Flavin, and John Chamberlain, whose works are 
now permanently installed in open fields, and housed in large 
bank and commercial buildings, and even a former wool and 
mohair warehouse.  

Even with all the changes, the ranching and railroadingheri
tage of the old Marfa is never far away. Sidewalk diners outside 
Maiya's Restaurant on Highland Avenue or the outdoor patio 
of nearby Cochineal hear the sounds of the train as it roars 
through town. And the occasional 18-wheeler double-decker 
cattle truck still rumbles down US 90. Marfa's historic roots 
and the quirky, surprising, and beautiful West Texas landscape 
merge into its contemporary mystique. TH 

TERRY "TEX" TOLER has seenh tie Marifa Mystery tights reg.  

ularly for decades and is a firm believer that they are NOT trii r 

lights on US 6, as many have dismissed them as such. "Soame 
nights they are active, some nights they are not," he cautions.  

Photo Editor GRIFF SMITH has had the best luck seeing the lights 
right at sandown.

Avenue from Maiya's 
Restaurant, which 

features chef Maiya 
Keck's inventive dishes 

using local and regional 

ingredients, 

FROM TOP: At Marfa Book.  

Company, owner Tim 
Johnson hosts frequent 
readings, talks, music 

performances, and other 

special events. You can 

camp at El Cosmico, or 
overnight in a vintage 
trailer, safari tent, or 
22-foot-diameter tipi.

$ VAN*1 FORT 
,HORN 1 STOCKTON 

AVSFORT 

MARFA Marfa ALPINE MARATHON 
VIEWING 

AREA 

PRESIDIO Rio 
170 Grande 

BIG BEND 
NATL. PARK 

FOR GENERAL information about visiting 
Marfa, contact the Marfa Visitor Center 
(432/729-4772; www.visitmarfa.com), in the 
1942 Marfa Army Air Base USO Hall (302 
South Highland Ave.). Find more information 
on lodging, restaurants, and activities at the 
Marfa Chamber of Commerce (432/729
4942; www.marfacc.com), in the historic Hotel 
Paisano. For a list of events in Marfa, visit www.  
marfalist.org. For area information, visit www.  
visitbigbend.com. Following is contact infor
mation for sites in the story.  

Lodging 
Marfa offers several distinctive lodgings, in
cluding the Hotel Paisano (207 North Highland 

Ave., 432/729-3669; www.hotelpaisano.com).  

At El Cosmico (802 South Highland Ave., 
432/729-1950; www.elcosmico.com), guests can 

sleep in vintage trailers, safari tents, or tipis, or 
camp out under the stars.  

Activities 
The official Marfa Lights Viewing Area lies 
9 miles east of town on US 90, toward Alpine.  

Marfa Municipal Golf Course is on Golf 
Course Road, 432/729-4043.  

Marfa Gliders is at Marfa Airport on Texas 17.  
Visit www.flygliders.com for more information.  

Restaurants 
Maiya's Restaurant, 103 North Highland Ave., 
432/729-4410; www.maiyasrestaurant.com.  

Cochineal, 107 W. San Antonio St., 432/729
3300; www.cochinealmarfa.com.  

Books and Arts 
Marfa Book Company, 105 South Highland 

Ave., 432/729-3906; www.marfabookcompany.  
wordpress.com.  

Crowley Theater, 300 South Austin St.; www.  
crowleytheater.org.  

Chinati Foundation, 1 Cavalry Row, 432/729
4362; www.chinati.org.  
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CIBOLO CREEK RANCH'S 
HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE 

FRAMES a VIEW of RANCH LIFE, 
WILDLIFE, and the LUXURY LIFE. K

TEXT by CHARLES LOHRMANN 
PHOTOGRAPHS by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

/
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AS YOU DRIVE US 67 SOUTH 
FROM MARFA TOWARD PRESIDIO 

AND THE RIO GRANDE, 
the rolling hilly plains are sparsely punctuated by houses and 

other signs of the world today, so that it's easily possible to create 

a welcome feeling of escape from the conventional limitations of 

schedules and deadlines. The occasional pronghorn and buffalo 

are common enough to allow a hazy image of the 19th-Century 

landscape. That sense of time spacing out and slightly distorting its 

logic is an appropriate preamble to a wide-open ranch experience 

in the Texas Big Bend Country.  

Thirty-two miles into the drive, about halfway to Presidio, a 

simply designed flag bearing the basic "F" brand stands near an 

uncbtrusive stone wall and an historic marker on the west side of 

the highway. The marker explains part of the story of Milton Faver, 

the original baron of Cibolo. Assuming Cibolo Creek Ranch is 

your destination, here's where you turn off the pavement onto the 

gravel road. If you're driving past, stop and read a little about the 

landscape that surrounds you.  

The F on the flag is your first hint of Faver on the approach to 

the ranch. But this is not the last time you'll consider the man 

whD left the mortal realm well over 100 years ago. That's because 

the current baron of Cibolo, John Poindexter, has rejuvenated 

the Faver legacy by reconstructing Faver's three historic forts so 

painstakingly and so faithfully that the buildings not only house 

luxurious lodging, but also are listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places.  

The stories about Cibolo Creek Ranch, burnished by fable and 

rumor, continue to evolve. But Poindexter is extremely precise 

in his descriptions and meticulous in everything to do with the 

ranch. Based on my conversations with him, I'll suggest that 

it's dangerous to generalize about the ranch or its history in his 

presence. That's because Poindexter published a history of the 

ranch and exhibits a daunting attention to detail as if it defines 

his personal creed.  

Whether it's because of Poindexter's fascination, obsession, 

ar precison, Faver's legacy defines the ranch buildings: three 

adobe forts, each sited to protect a priceless water source in this 

semi-arid environment. This architecture rises out of the ground 

and frames the visitor's experience of the vast landscape.  

I- Poindexter followed Milton 

Faver's legacy with the ranch build

ings, he just as surely established his This 
owr legacy with the management architecture 
of the land itself. "We're involved rises out of 
with the true restoration of the land- the ground 
scape," he points out, "not conser- and frames 
vation," as he describes management the visitor's 
practices such as clearing invasive experience 
species, planting native grasses, and of the vast 
after years of careful tending of grass- landscape.  
land, moving cattle to pastures for
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From his adobe 
mausoleum atop a hill 
adjoining Cibolo's main 
fortress, Milton Faver 

surveys the heroic 
landscape.
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short peric ds, so the grass is not 

overgrazed or abused.  

And the landscape around the 
main fort, El Ci olo, which also 
hc'uses the main rooms of the hotel, 
bears testamen- to Poindexter's 

commitment to landscape restora

tion. The hilly land around the fort, 
like more tban 15,000 additional 

acres of the ranch, has been cleared 

ofbrush an d replanted to allow the 

bunch grass to flourish once again.  

On a tour of the ranch, most 

notably on the crives to the second 

and third forts, La Cidnega and La 

Morita, the impact of Poindexter's 

restoration is abundantly evident.  

On on- side of the fence, Cibolo 

Creek Ranch's grass stands thick 

and healthy. On the other side of the 
fence, another landowner's neglect 

is evident in the choking, almost 

impassable. brush and prickly pear.  

He doesn't dwell on it, but the 

hugely successful Poindexter 

adtis tha: the land itself can be a

The sprawling, 
25,000-acre 
ranch harbors 
wildlife (the re
maining brush 
provides shel
ter and habitat 
for both game 
and non-game); 
ruins of long
abandoned, 
dry-stacked
stone houses; 
even an ex
ample or two of 
native rock art.

tough adversary, and he is candid about the challenges of restoring 
native grasslands that have been overgrazed and abandoned for 
decades. Then there was a controlled burn that got out of control 
one year. And recent relentless drought makes nourishing rain
as well as the picturesque, seasonal waterfall that tumbles from a 
height of several stories when one wet-weather creek is flowing
seem a distant memory.  

But the ranch's essential springs, the resources that helped sus
tain Faver's original farming and livestock empire more than a 
century ago, still flow. 'he sprawling, 25,000-acre ranch harbors 
wildlife (the remaining brush provides shelter and habitat for 
both game and non-gare); ruins of long-abandoned, dry-stacked
stone hous-s; even an example or two of native rock art.  

Late cne afternoon, weather radar shows thunderstorms drift
ing up from Mexico, with two menacing pockets, only a few miles 
away, near the Rio Grande, glaring red from the computer screen.  
Our group figures that even if the storms don't bring some always
welcome rain, the storms should create a glorious sunset, so we pile 
into the ranch's tricked-out Hummer and-bounding over tortuous, 
winding roads-make our way to a high point.  

There are a lot of high points on Cibolo Creek Ranch. The Chinati 
Mountains make their presence known. "On an afternoon drive 
like this, the chance of seeing wildlife is strong," suggests our guide.  
In the course of this ride, we see a few elk grazing and a pair of aou
dad making their way up a steep, scree-strewn slope a few hundred 
yards away. Almost as if on schedule, the thunderstorms drift away
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CLOCKWISE FROM FAR LEFT: 

Cibolo Creek Ranch 
canyons shelter 

enigmatic rock art;
Sunset brushes sky with' 

warm hues reflected in the 
spring-fed lake; ruins of 

long-ago hand-built 
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from the ranch, teasing us with a random spattering of rain.  

"Looks like they might be getting some rain back in Marfa," 

the guide says.  

The next afternoon's tour takes us to the tumble-down walls 

of hand-stacked stones, some with windows and doors defining 

multiroom cottages that provided shelter for a few dozen villagers 

in the early 1900s. An ancient, enormous fig tree, now long dead, 

clearly marks a still-flowing spring that reminds us of the remnant 

of a lifeway integrated into this unforgiving setting. Today, it is 

impossible to relate to the remoteness of that long past.  

Sometimes I hear stories about the genuine Texas ranching 

heritage, and my conclusion is that "genuine" doesn't always 

translate into "fabulous" when the adjective applies to a guest 

experience. Today, stories about the big ranches are likely to 

include celebrities jetting in for a hideaway weekend. Those 

folks, like most visitors, adventurous or not, don't really 

want to work cattle and jump into the rough-and- .  

tumble of true, old-fashioned ranch ways. At . Th 
Cibolo, the history, made more vivid by the 

massive adobe buildings, is integral to the Scr 
experience. The big skies and open spaces hos 
of the western prairies, and the accompany

ing brilliant, intense colors of the sunsets, built 
make the ranch mythology seem even more . rel 
immediate and alluring.  

In this setting, the reality of the rugged individual ".  

and the Old West seems more immediate, even if not actu

ally attainable.  

For most visitors, it's hard to beat a tart and icy margarita to 

accompany a batch of fresh guacamole and house-made tortilla 

chips to sharpen the appetite for Cibolo's succulent grilled quail 

paired with a voluptuous pinot noir. And a bite of caramelicious 

flan for dessert. Follow this with a stroll to look at the stars, maybe 

a few minutes in the hot tub, and then a cozy bed.  

That's not really ranch life. But it's a good start for something 

like a vacation.

In fact, most visitors to Cibolo Creek Ranch are not averse to 

some variation on the theme of the ranch experience, even though 

they're not looking for the sleep-on-the-ground cowboy ways. It's 

useful for the mystique if the entire operation cultivates a sense of 

the endless possibility that still attracts visitors to West Texas.  

The significance of the ranch comes into play when you're out 

touring the land.  

At Cibolo, it's the re-creation of the original, 19th-Century forts 

that generates a dramatic part of the attraction. And Milton Faver 

himself-in spirit at least-surveys his original ranch from his 

adobe mausoleum atop a hill adjacent to El Fortin de Cibolo. TH 

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE RIGHT: 

e tiny chapel in the main building; 

umptious meals define the Cibolo 
pitality; original adobe walls were 
for defensive strength; comfortable, 

axed socializing in the lobby bar.  
cm} 

. .... r r .ff ..."rr 
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Cibolo Creek Ranch 
CIBOLO CREEK RANCH, HCR 67, Marfa, 432/229-3737; www.cibolo 
creekranch.com. The ranch offers options for group and individual 

accommodations, and arrangements typically include meals and cock

tails. Ask about special events and tours. Activities 

vary with the season and can include guided hunting 

trips. Area attractions include the ghost town 

of Shafter a few miles away. Marfa lies 32 miles 

north and Presidio an almost equal distance south.
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The summit of Mount Locke, home to 
McDonald Observatory, pokes into a 
particularly isolated patch of the rnral 

West Texas sky, making it a very dark 
place to be on a moonless night.  

LEFT: The view from Mount 
Locke includes mountain peaks 
end the Davis Mountains 
Scenic Loop, a highway route 
that starts and finishes in 

nearby Fort Davis.  

-l1'r
The remote peak, one of dozens forming the Davis Mountains, 

lies northwest of the communities of Fort Davis, Marfa, and 

Alpine, where a dark-skies initiative (designed to minimize 

unnecessary illumination from outdoor lighting) helps keep 

the night sky free of excessive brightness. For a few nights each 

month, the mountain is also free of the moon's spectral haze, 

and night atop the peak achieves a starlight glow. Earthbound 

objects dissolve into silhouettes and seem to float, unmoored, 

like smoke. Overhead, a blaze of radiant particles burns in full 

conflagration as Mars brightens in the southwestern sky and 

Jupiter rises in the east. Amid the spectacle, falling stars hang 

in the balance for one final shining moment before descending 

and flaming out.  

Together, Mount Locke and McDonald Observatory, a 

University of Texas research facility, have been providing the 

world with one of its premiere stargazing destinations for more 

than 70 years. Ten research telescopes occupy Locke's peak and 

adjacent Mount Fowlkes, a companion summit connected to 

Locke by a swayback mountain pass. The observatory's three 

main telescopes, the Otto Struve, the Harlan J. Smith, and the 

Hobby-Eberly, operate every clear night of the year, offering 

astronomers a chance to enter deep space and explore expand

ing intergalactic space, black holes, and supernovas.  

But professionals aren't the only stargazing enthusiasts to 

step through McDonald's "stargate." The observatory offers 

a robust schedule of weekly viewing programs for the public, 

including its popular "star parties," where astronomers operate 

telescopes to track space objects like planets, binary stars, spiral 

56 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2013

galaxies, and gaseous nebulae. Star-party participants stroll 

from telescope to telescope, witnessing space phenomena 

like the Swan Nebula, the Whirlpool Galaxy, and the rings of 

Saturn. The viewing options change with the seasons; each 

month brings new sights within telescopic range.  

For visitors wishing to dive deeper into the observatory's 

mission and equipment, the facility also sponsors "special 

viewing nights" throughout the year, utilizing several of the 

resident research telescopes. These programs include oppor

tunities to peer through the observatory's 36-inch telescope 

(36 inches refers to the mirror's diameter), a starlight-gath

ering system anchored to Locke's rocky mountain flank, and



k

the 107-inch Harlan J. Smith telescope, designed for planetary 
studies. The Smith is one of two massive telescopes crowning 

Mount Locke's summit (the other is the Otto Struve).  

Observing the stars through the observatory's 36-inch 

telescope during one of the viewing programs means you'll be 
enjoying some of the darkest skies and brightest starshine in 

the continental United States. The small telescope (relative 

-o its two neighbors, at least) was designed to collect as much 
light as possible to help measure star brightness and variability.  
Its dome, constructed with leftover materials from the 1938 
Otto Struve, rotates atop a native stone housing. You'll spend 
about three hours viewing different space objects and hearing

the knowledgeable staff's detailed ABOVE: Star parties at McDonald
explanations of cosmic phenomena. Observatory give visitors the 

Just beyond the 36-inch dome, chance to learn more about outer 
Mount Locke's volcanic palisades space and peer through teles-opes 
drop precipitously. The cliff's edge at various celestial objects.  
affords an unobstructed view of the 

serpentine Davis Mountains Scenic Loop, the 75-mile stretch of 
Texas 118 and Texas 166 woven into the valley below. Lightning 
from seasonal storms often strikes distant peaks along the hori
zon, adding fireworks to the galactic array overhead.  

The Harlan J. Smith, another telescope performing double 
duty as research laboratory and host for special viewing nights, 
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features a monster of a mirror, weighing in at 7,800 pounds and 

with a 107-inch diameter. It's dwarfed only by the telescopic 

cylinder itself, which is 32 feet long and weighs 160 tons. (Smith 

directed the observatory from 1963 to 1989 and spearheaded the 

telescope's construction in the mid-1960s.) Designed to explore 

the solar system, the configuration of mirror and instrumenta

tion produces a light-gathering power one million times greater 

than that of the human eye. Once used to reflect a laser beam off 

mirrors positioned on the moon by Apollo astronauts, the Smith 

telescope helped define the distance of our lunar companion 

from Earth and tested Einstein's theory of general relativity.  

Today, astronomers outfit the Smith telescope with a variety of 

instruments to study the composition of stars and the motion 

of galaxies, as well as to search for undiscovered planets. Rarely 

idle, the Smith's giant eye penetrates the cosmos every night of 

the year that offers a clear view.  

Special viewing nights using the 36-inch scope and the Harlan 

J. Smith also offer a few more perks than the weekly star parties, 

including smaller g-oups, late-night stargazing, and an option to 

stay overnight at the Astronomer's Lodge. The accommodations 

58 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2013

include room, private bath, and meals. Breakfast in the Astrono

mer's Lodge dining room (quiet please-astronomers are sleep

ing just down the hall) also features a sweeping view of the Davis 

Mountains and Mount Fowlkes through a wall of windows.  

At the scenic parnorama's center sits the silver-clad Hobby

Eberly, the observatory's largest telescope, where some of the 

most innovative on-site research occurs. Its 91 identical, six

sided mirrors, assembled together into one giant concave sur

face, collect and focus light from astronomical objects. From 

there, the light is split into component wavelengths. This study 

of astronomical objects, called spectroscopy, explores the chem

ical composition cf a star, its surface temperature, and, together 

with other information like mass, reveals the star's evolution, 

its destiny, rotation, and whether it's accompanied by any plan

etary companions.  

The observatory offers both guided and self-guided tours of 

the Hobby-Eberly, allowing visitors to enter a viewing chamber 

and admire the mirror construction from behind a glass wall.  

Learning about the Hobby-Eberly makes for a fact-filled after

noon; beyond the science, the telescope is simply a beautiful
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LEFT: The Otto Struve telescope has 

been updated extensively since it 

was first built in 1938. The telescope 
itself weighs 45 tons. ABOVE: The 

Harlan .Smith telescope's light
gathering power is one million tmes 

grea tr than that of the huan eye, 

thing to see. The intricate design, deli
cate materials, and structural ingenuity 

express an architectural elegance that is 
both organic and alien to the surround
ing natural world it inhabits.  

This contradiction between terres
trial indigenity and cosmic exploration 

is represente I throughout the observatory grounds, where 
domes, antennae, discs, towers, lasers, mirrors, and lenses 
interlace with the Davis Mountains' habitat, a unique eco
system populate: by species like Montezuma quail, Chisos 
agave, pronghorns, and golden columbine. Few places on 
earth share a similar synchronicity.  

The panoramic view from Mount Locke also inspires 
retrospection as much as it affords exploration, prompting 
the imagination to question just how 19th-Century inhab
itants of the Davis Mountains would have grasped the 
21st-Century transformation of their landscape. What 
would the early Texas pioneers have made of the sophisti
cated telescopes or the entire stargazing mountaintop? 
The observatory has been a leader in astronomy research 
since its dedication in 1939-when UT and the University 
of Chicago e~sablished the facility with seed money left by 
the late banker William Johnson McDonald-signaling a 
period of accelerating discoveries that has yet to subside.  
The surrourfing countryside, however, has remained a 
pastoral study in classic Texas ranching since the 1800s,

Nearby Davis Mountains Slate Park, a 15-minute drive on 
Texas 118 downhill from the observatory, offers 12 miles of hiking trails.  
Try the Fort Trad, a 4.5-mile walk from the park's interpretive center to the 
boundary fence between the park and Fort Davis National Historic Site. Just 
across the highway from the state park, the Limpia Canyon Primitive Area 
(check in at Davis Mounta~is State Park headquarters) offers another seven 
miles of trail options, taking hikers from Linipia Creek (usually dry) up to 5,700 
feet in elevation for viewsof the Chinati Mountains 50 miles away. Or try the 
Madera Canyon Hiking Trail, a 2.4-mile loop in the Nature Conservancy's 
Madera Canyon Preserve. The trailhead is located about 10 minutes north of 
the observatory along Texas 118 at the Lawrence E. Wood Picnic Area. Go to 
www. ature.org for details. For information on the state park and primitive 
area, sit www.tpwd.state.tx.us/davismountains.  

Davis Mountains State Park offers Skyline Drive, a scenic route 
above the park's campgrounds with expansive views of the West Texas land
szape. But one of the most popular drives in the state lies at the observatory's 
doorstep. The two-lane Davis Mountains Scenic Loop, comprised of Texas 118 and 
Texas 166, vinds through the Davis Mountains on a 75-mile route that perambu
lates through some of the prettiest, and most unpopulated, countryside in Texas.  

The Davis Mountains area offers abundant opportunities to stay 
overnight at secluded getaways. Try the Harvard Lodge, a comfortable retreat 
an the historic H.E Sproul Ranch below Mount Locke. Call 432/426-2500; www.  
harva rdhot andlodge.com. For an intimate countryside hideaway, try La Cabala 
Escondida on the R.M. Sproul Ranch just outside of Fort Davis. Call 432/426
3097; wwwrmsproulranch.com. Bringing the family? Book Hope's Ranch, a 
vacation rental home on the edge of Fort Davis with lots of privacy and terrific 
views of the mountains. Call 432/426-2050; www.schoolhousebnb.com. Look
ing for an o -point read? Try Dear Visitor-Voices of McDonald Observatory by 
Karen Steuart Winget a compilation of ora histories from dozens of astrono
mers, employees, and characters associated with the observatory throughout its 
history. Although out of print, copies can still be found online. -E. Dan Klepper
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coexisting alongside a natural world relatively undisturbed 

by outside forces. Even at the dawn of the modern age, when 

astronomers first turned the Otto Struve telescope's eye to 

the distant planets, concepts like dark matter, black holes, and 

expanding galaxies were still in their infancy and hardly the 

catchphrases that serve our routine vocabulary today.  

But, as it turns out, some inhabitants of the Davis Mountains 

weren't strangers to the alien world of the cosmos. In 1903, 

a seven-year-old named George Duncan discovered a signifi

cant piece of cosmic debris just 15 miles northwest of Mount 

Locke. The 1,530-pound rock appeared to be different than 

any other boulder George had seen. He was correct, in fact, 

because the solid iron and nickel lump proved to be a meteorite, 

one of the earliest and largest of its kind found in Texas. As a 

result, the meteorite spent time in the Field Museum of Chicago

before it was returned to the Davis Mountains in 1987.  

Today, visitors can view the meteorite up close at the obser

vatory's Frank N. Bash Visitors Center, named for the observa

tory director from 1989 to 2003. In addition to the meteorite 

display, the center features a state-of-the-art, interactive exhibi

tion hall where you can learn all about the universe and its prin

ciples. The center's theater shows a multimedia presentation 

on the observatory's research into the planet's most important 

star-the sun-featuring telescope views of sunspots and flares 

taking place across the sun's surface in real time. Afterward, you 

can relax and have a snack at the Star Date Cafd, then purchase 

some "space oddities" like squishy toys, hand-blown glass galaxy 

orbs, or glittering kaleidoscopes at the gift shop. Or take the 

90-minute tour of the 107-inch Harlan J. Smith and learn more 

about the activities taking place in the observatory's professional
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scientific research facility. Then sign up for the evening's star 
party. If you find yourself inspired by all you've seen, check the 
observatory schedule for the next special viewing night, make 
a reservation, and prepare to be star-struck.  

Participating in any of the special viewing nights, along with 
a stay at the Astronomer's Lodge, also provides access to Mount 
Locke after hours. The mountaintop is closed to both visitors 
and traffic after dark, giving lodge guests an opportunity to 
experience the observatory environment just as the astrono
mers do who perform their research into the early morning 
hours. Once the viewing programs are over, the after-midnight 
hours on the mountaintop fill with nature's night song, the labor 
of great horned owls and hunting coyotes. Unusual sounds, too, 
blanket the air, like icebergs groaning and earthquakes rumbling, 
even the whisper of ocean surf and singing sirens. They're a

McDonald 
Observatory 
McDONALD OBSERVATORY is at 3640 Dark Sky Drive, about 16 miles 
west of Fort Davis on Texas 118. Call 877/984-7827, www.mcdonald 
observatory.org.  

Weekly public programs include solar viewing and guided tours, 
twilight programs, and the very popular star parties.  

Star parties last about two hours and cost $12 for adults; $10 for members 
of the military, visitors age 65 and older, and current UT students with ID; 
$8 for children age 6 to 12. Group discounts are available.  

Special viewing night programs include lunar viewing, dinner, and a 
viewing on the 107-inch telescope. Cost is $96 per person. There are also 
special viewing night programs that feature the 36-inch telescope for $60.  

Both weekly and special programs require reservations.  

Special viewing night program participants can book rooms at the on-site 
Astronomer's Lodge. Single king or twin-bed rooms with private baths, 
executive suites, and a separate cabin with a single king are available.  
Rates start at $88 per night for single occupancy.  

Elsewhere, overnight accommodations and meals are available in Fort 
Davis, Alpine, and Marfa. Check their chamber of commerce websites 
for details: www.fortdavis.com, www.marfacc.com, www.alpinetexas.com.  
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170 Grande 

bit unsettling until you realize these noises emanate from the 
rotation of the giant telescope domes above you, the Struve and 
the Smith, the mechanically driven behemoth instruments that 
turn slowly and methodically throughout the night, mimicking 
the movement of the earth itself through the cosmos. Across 

the pre-dawn hours, the mountain becomes an odd, dark place 
where nature's terrestrial simplicities comingle with study 
of the most complex and perplexing forces at the heart of our 
existence. After a full night of the observatory experience, it 
shouldn't be a surprise when you wake the next morning with 
the sense that the universe and everything in it will never quite 
seem the same again. TH 

"W Whether or not you grok' the science behind the stars," says writer 

and photographer E. DAN KLEPPER, "you're still gonna be dazzled by 
their spectacle. A McDonald Observatory stargazing program should 

be it the top of every Texan's to-do list."
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Speaking of Texas
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a.

The Princess 
of Popovers 

Helen Corbitt's pioneering 
influence on Texas cuisine 

Text by BARBARA RODRIGUEZ 

Helen Corbitt made her mark as a chef, hostess, 

and teacher. One of her most memorable treats 

is the popoier, a puffed muffin with a hollow 

cex tiut the Zodiac serves to this day.

HE HAD ME AT POPOVERS. WHAT OTHER FOOD COULD BE SO SIMPLY 
magical, so appealing to adults and children alike? Comforting, but with 

pizzazz-which is not a bad description of Helen Corbitt. In the 1960s, 

the cookbook author and groundbreaking foodie became at once as familiar as 

everyone's favorite aunt, and yet not at all ordinary.  

I knew just how special Helen Corbitt was the first time I saw my mother, in 

silk stockings and heels, clatter out the door in what would become an annual 

pilgrimage from Fort Worth to Dallas for a Christmas lunch at the Zodiac-the 

flagship Neiman Marcus restaurant that Corbitt put on the culinary map. Lunch 

out was no small thing to my mother; that she went to lunch in the plush depart

ment store and shopped after dining, while wearing heels, rocked my world.  

When she came home with a Helen Corbitt cookbook and taught me how to 

make popovers, she forever changed it.  

Corbitt was born in upstate New York in 1906, but with her move to Texas as 

a young woman, she did more than perhaps anyone else to create an early cult of 

food in the Lone Star State. As open to new experiences as she was to cultivating 

new tastes, she left her job as a dietitian at Cornell Medical Center and moved 

to Austin, where she taught tearoom management and catering at the University 

of Texas. It didn't take long before Corbitt's career took her to Houston for jobs 

at the Houston Country Club and Joske's department store tearoom, before the 

Driskill Hotel pulled her back to Austin. In between, she taught cooking classes 

and opened a catering business. All the while, Stanley Marcus was calling.
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Marcus was wowed by Corbitt's fresh 

seasonal takes and inventive flavor com

binations, always served with panache. It 
took eight years, but the retail giant finally 

wooed Corbitt to become the store's 

director of food services. With the job, she 

also claimed a ticket to travel to destina

tions such as Paris, which allowed her to 

broaden her tastes and menus. Texans 

were entranced. Corbitt filled her menus 
(and seven cookbooks) with dishes famil

iar and foreign, with global influences 

and spices. Two signature items, her 

poppy-seed dressing and the to-sigh-for 

popovers-served to this day with straw

berry butter as the Zodiac's signature 

starter-quickly achieved iconic status.  

(Corbitt reportedly said she was unsure 

where poppy-seed dressing originated 

and attributed the popularity of her rendi

tion to its pairing with Texas grapefruit.) 

It's hard to imagine, but there are those 

Texans who have never heard of Helen 

Corbitt. Or so they think until the query 

is redefined using the words "poppy

seed dressing" or "Zodiac restaurant." 

Suddenly everyone remembers a story. I 

tested this theory on my Facebook page 
with a call for Helen Corbitt memories.  

Friends of all ages began a salutation of 

salivation. Their responses were char

acterized by breathlessness and excla

mation marks, and the sort of sensual 

memories born in kitchens that connect 

generations. "My favorite recipe is her 

poppy-seed dressing!" wrote one friend.  
"It is always in my fridge." Remarked 

another, "Mother still makes her chicken 

salad with whipped cream, grapes, and 

almonds. It always gets rave reviews!" 

But following the trail back to first 

encounters with Corbitt is harder than 

you might think. I asked noted chef and 
restaurateur Stephan Pyles about the 
shout-out he gives Corbitt on the menu at 

Stampede 66, his recently opened Dallas 
restaurant. "Helen Corbitt is the 'unsung 

hero' of Texas cooking," Pyles wrote to me 
in an email. "Even though her impact on 
food in the Lone Star State was similar to 

Julia Child's on America as a whole, most

The Zodiac and Classic 
Cookbooks: Corbitt's Legacy 

THE ZODIAC RESTAURANT'S FLAGSHIP LOCATION REMAINS OPEN-AND MUCH LOVED
on the sixth floor of the Neiman Marcus in downtown Dallas. And, just as it has for more than 50 years, 
the restaurant begins every lunch service with Helen Corbitt's popovers, strawberry butter, and tiny cups 
of chicken consomme. Open only for lunch, the dining room retains the timeless posh that it's always had.  
But note, the crisp service and white-tablecloth sensibility first given the nod by Helen Corbitt have kept 
the Zodiac restaurant popular as a lunch spot as well as the place for a pie and coffee pick-me-up in the 
middle of a power-shopping spree; reservations are recommended. Luncheon fare ranges from hamburg
ers and hardy sandwiches to elegantly composed salads and Corbitt's trademark steak and pot roast.  

The restaurant is at 1618 Main St. in Dallas; call 214/573-5800.  
In 2000, the University of North Texas Press published The Best from Helen Corbitt's Kitchens, 

a compilation by Patty MacDonald of more than 500 favorite recipes from several of Corbitt's classic 
works, which were published between 1957 and 1979. MacDonald's book also includes recipes not seen 
elsewhere. Vintage photographs and a chapter on Corbitt partially drawn from interviews with Stan
ley Marcus (who also wrote the foreward) make the book a good read, as well as a compendium of a
lot of good cooking. -Barbara Rodriguez

of the young 'celebrity chefs' in Texas 

today have probably never even heard of 

her. I display her name proudly (twice) on 
my all-Texas menu at Stampede 66." 

I asked Pyles if he could remember his 
initial introduction to Corbitt's cooking 
or whether, like Santa, she was always a

presence in his life. He replied that 
indeed, she was simply "always there." 
Like Santa. Like birthdays. Like spe
cial occasion lunches with my mother.  

Corbitt, who died in 1978, was recog
nized in the food world for more than 

40 years as something special. Stanley

E VENT i 

Calendar of Events: 

wbcalaredo.org
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Foodies remember those popovers, 
of course, but also note that Corbitt was an early 

promoter of fresh and seasonal foods.

Marcus described her as "the Balenciaga 

of Food." Lyndon B. Johnson, a boisterous 

fan of her stroganoff, reportedly wanted 

to whisk her off to the White House.  

LBJ's fandom is not the only clue that 

Corbitt did more for the Texas culinary 

scene than define ladies' lunches. Her food 

attracted men from the beginning. Before 

she forever linked her name to the Zodiac, 

she dared serve lamb to cattlemen at the 

Houston Country Club. Legend has it that 

winning the hearts and minds of the steak

and-potatoes set garnered her a raise.  

If you have any mental image of Cor

bitt, it is no doubt the owl-eyed, over

sized round eyeglasses you remember, or 

perhaps her red hair. Texans of my moth

er's generation liked to tell the story of

Stanley Marcus' recruitment of Corbitt, 

knowing that she-like the other fine and 

rare things he pursued for his store-was 

highly valuable, both as a cook and a per

sonality, the ultimate hostess. Foodies 

remember those popovers, of course, but 

also note that she was groundbreaking, 

an early promoter of fresh and seasonal 

foods, and the first woman to receive the 

Golden Plate Award, the highest honor 

in the food business in her time. When 

Helen Corbitt died in 1978, Dallas Morn

ing News columnist Dick Hitt wrote a 

salute that summed her up this way: 

"She was a bouillabaisse of a person, part 

administrator, part hostess, part duchess 

and part Mother Superior." My mother 

would have agreed. Tx
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33. Visit Lubbock, pg. 16
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From Our Advertisers 

ONLINE: 

Go to www.texashighways.com 

and select Advertising Information 

from the red navigation bar 

at the bottom of the page.  

BY MAIL: 

Locate the numbers printed to 

the left of each advertiser on the 

Reader Service Guide to Advertisers.  

Circle the corresponding numbers on 

the postage-paid card at right and 

mail today.  

BY FAX: 

Submit your card to our toll-free 

fax number: 1-888-847-6035.
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Texas Flag Tote 
The strength of 100% cotton heavy-duty canvas 
with a zipper closure and two exterior slip pockets 
makes this tote perfect for commuting, touring 
or shopping. Canvas straps suitable for hand or 
shoulder carrying. 18% x 16 inches 

Item 37414...............$14.95 

Texas Word Pendant 
Stunning sterling silver pendant announces Texas 
is home. A perfect addition to a silver chain or 
charm bracelet. 1/4 inches long.  

Item 37912...............$34.95 

Republic Flag Travel Throw 
The first flag for the State of Texas is loom-woven into 
our light-weight, natural all-cotton throw. A gift to 
enjoy year-after-year. Perfect travel size: 36 x 50 inches 

Item 37806.............$32.95

Longhorn & Cactus Tee 
He'll be outstanding in this antique cherry tee, silk 
screened with Texas iconic art. 100% pre-shrunk 
cotton. Machine wash. Men's sizes: SM-2X 

Item 38289..............$19.95 

Sequin Flag Tee 
She'll look great in our super soft tee with just 
the right amount of sparkle. Tapered-cut and 
cap sleeves. 100% cotton. Machine wash.  
Junior sizes: SM-2X 

Item 38286..............$24.95 

Texas Flag Money Clip 
Silver-tone money clip with the Texas State Flag will 
keep his money organized without the bulk of a wallet.  

Item 37753.............. $11.95

at the 

Texa Highways 
GIFT SHOP 

Three ways to order: 

BY PHONE: 800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 

ONLINE: www.texashighways.com 
BY MAIL: Use the ORDER FORM inside this issue.  
Send completed form, along with payment to: 
Texas Highways, PO Box 8558, Big Sandy, TX 
75755-8558 

FEB13TH
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2013 WALL CALENDAR
Enjoy the beauty of the Lone Star State 

throughout the year with the Texas 

Highways wall calendar. Breathtaking 

scenery as seen through the lenses 

of some of Texas' and the nation's top 

outdoor photographers is showcased 

each month. From the Guadalupe 
Mountains to Caddo Lake and from 

Caprock Canyons to Port Aransas, the 

diversity of the Texas landscape offers 

something for everyone.  

On Sale 

Now! 
$6.50 each 

Order online at 
www.texashighways.com 

or call 800-839-4997 
903-636-1123 outside the U.S.  
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THE TEXAS RODEO SCENE HEATS UP 
in the winter, and TH Traveler is hitting 
the circuit. The state's three biggest rodeo 
events stretch across February: the Fort 
Worth Stock Show & Rodeo (January -18 
February 9 at the Will Rogers Coliseum), the 
San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo (February 
7-February 24 at the AT&T Center), and the 
Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo (Febru 

ary 25-March 17 at Reliant Park). The shows 
are sprawling tributes to agriculture and 
ranching, featuring everything from lucrative 
bull riding competitions that draw the na
tion's top cowboys, to poultry exhibitions, 

star-studded country music concerts, and of 
course, carnival midways. In Fort Worth, 
check out the cowboy mounted shooting 
event. In Houston, indulge in the offerings of 
the World's Championship Bar-B-Que Con
test. In San Antonio, introduce the children to 
the kids and calves at the petting zoo. Go to 
www.fwssr.corn, www.sarodeo.com, and 
www.rodeohoustori.com.
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February Events 
BIG 8END COUNT T RY 

ALPINE: Trappings of Texas February 22-April14. Exhibit 
and sale features cowboy gear and Western art. Museum 
oi :he Big Bend. www.sulross.edu/museum/events.html 
L32/837-8143 

ii PA SO. El Paso Marathon February 24. Begins down
tcsvn at One Civic Center Plaza. www.elpasomarathon.org 

MONArhAN. Ward County Livestock Show February 1.  
Ward County Coliseum. 432/943-4112 

GULF COAST 
ARANSAS PASS: Coastal Bend Woodcarvers Show 
and School February 1-7. Aransas Pass Civic Center.  
www.texascarvers.org 
BEAUMONT: Ceramics Exhibit February 1-April 7.  
Features a selection of ceramic artwork on loan from the 
Sa Angelo Museum of Fine Arts. Art Museum of Southeast 

<as. www.amset.org 

BEAUMONT: Taste of the Triangle February 12. This 
food festival demonstrates that Southeast Texas is a true 
relting pot of flavors. Ford Park. 409/951-5400
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BEAUMONT: Boomtown Film and Music Fesival 
February 22-23. Various locations. http://cin-dciclicn.cDm/ 
boomtownfestival 409/422-9030 

BROWNSVILLE: Charro Days Fiesta Feb. 24-ia 3:h 3.  
www.charrodaysfiesta.com 956/542-4245 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Contemporary Studio Glass from the 
Collection of the Mobile Museum of Art Fet rL ar I-May 5.  
The 65 works of glass in this exhibition are cne-ci-n-kind 
pieces, featuring a wide range of subjects and tec-ii quns.  
The Art Museum of South Texas. www.artmJseunl'south 
texas.org 361/825-3500 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Annual Stage Door Canteen 
February 15. The USS Lexington Big Band at t is nxt recalls 
the canteen shows of WWII. USS Lexington ML SEum on the 
Bay. www.usslexington.com 361/888-4873, ext 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Kickin' Quilts of Texas Fevuarv 15
16. American Bank Center. www.corpuschrist qJ :ns.com 
361/993-4855 

CRYSTAL BEACH: Bolivar Peninsula Lighthouse 
Krewe Mardi Gras Parade February 9. Th s y2 s theme 
is "Endless Summer." On Texas 87. www.bo iva-cinibr.org 
409/684-5940 

GALVESTON: Mardi Gras Galveston Fetruar, 8-10.  
Historic downtown. www.mardigrasgalveston.ccr
409/770-0999

GALVESTON: Boots on the Beach February 8. Country
western music festival includes performances by Jerry Jeff 
Walker and Joe Ely, among others. 2102 Seawall. www.  
BeachCentralGalveston.com 409/762-0062 

HARLINGEN: Jalapeio 100 Bike Ride February 23.  
Old Mill Pavilion. www.jalapenol00.com 956/423-3168 

HOUSTON: Gunilla Klingberg Art Installation January 31
March 17. Rice University Art Gallery. 713/348.6069 

HOUSTON: Art/Work and the Invisible Hand February 1
24. MFAH's Glassell School of Art. www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON: Blood Memory: A View From the Second 
Generation February 1-March 24. Artist Lisa Rosowsky 
explores the "second generation" experience as the daugh
:er of a hidden child and refugee from the Holocaust.  
dolozaust Museum Houston. www.hmh.org 713/942-8000 

HOUSTON: Portraiture Now: Asian American Portraits 
Df Encounter February 1-April14. Asia Society Texas Center.  

www.asiasociety.org 713/496-9901 

HOUSTON: Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
-ebriary 25-March 17. Headliner concerts include Toby 
<e th, Demi Lovato, Jason Aldean, Luke Bryan, and George 
Strait. Reliant Park. www.rodeohouston.com 832/667-1000 

KEMAH: Yachty Gras Boat Parade February 9. Begins 
at :he Seabrook Channel and proceeds past the Kemah 
boardwalk. www.yachtygras.com 713/882-4040 
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Traveler

O TH SPOTLIGHT 

TH TRAVELER ROAMS WEST THIS FEBRUARY 
the Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering, a celebr, 
of cowboy culture and tradition held February 
23 in Alpine. Nearly 50 performers from Texas 
beyond will ride into town for the 27th year o 
event. "The purpose is primarily to continue the 
tradition of cowboy poetry and music, and to I 
light Western heritage, particularly of this ar 
Texas," says Pam Cook, a member of the org 
ing committee. Rise with the cowboys on Friday 
Saturday mornings for a $5 chuckwagon brea 
at Kokernot Park. The poets commence the 
daytime sessions at 10 a.m. Friday and Saturd 
classrooms at Sul Ross State University. One-c 
programs with the scheduling specifics are avai 
on site. The headliners take the stage at Mar 
Auditorium for two-hour performances startir 
7:30 both nights. Tickets to the evening events 
$12.50. www.texascowboypoetry.com.  

LAMAR: Lamardi Gras February 8-9. Hagy Drive. www.  
lamarvfd.com 361/790-7543 

ORANGE: The Pipes and Drums of the Black Watch 
Third Battalion February 20. Lutcher Theater. www.  
lutcher.org 409/886-5535 

PORT ARANSAS: First Friday February 1. Port Aransas Art 
Center. www.portaransasartcenter.org 361/749-7334 

PORT ARANSAS: Whooping Crane Festival February 
21-24. Port Aransas Civic Center and UT Marine Science 
Institute. www.whoopingcranefestival.org 800/452-6278 

PORT ARTHUR: Mardi Gras Southeast Texas February 
7-10. This year's theme is "Loves and Legends." Downtown.  
http://mardigras.portarthur.com 409/721-8717 

ROSENBERG: Houston Glass Show and Sale/The Best 
Little Antique Show in Texas February 15-17. Fort Bend 
County Fairgrounds. www.houstonglassclub.org 713/410-4780 

SAN BENITO: Market Days February 16. Plaza de San 
Benito. www.cityofsanbenito.com 956/399-5321 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: SPI KiteFest February 1-3. An 
indoor exhibition is held at the convention center on Friday.  
On the flats north of the South Padre Island Convention 
Centre. www.spikitefest.com 956/761-1248 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: SPI Market Days February 
22-24. South Padre Island Convention Centre. 956/554-9899 

SUGAR LAND: Sugar Land Heritage Foundation 
Historic Walking Tour February 9. Historic Imperial Sugar 
Refinery site. www.slheritage.org 281/494-0261 

VICTORIA: Victoria Livestock Show February 21-March 
4. Victoria Community Center. www.victorialivestockshow.  
net 361/576-4300

A 
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HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: Carnaval Brasileiro February 2. One of the 
largest of its kind outside Brazil. Palmer Events Center.  
www.sambaparty.com 

AUSTIN: Through the Eyes of Texas: Masterworks from 
Alumni Collections February 24-May 19. Blanton Museum 
of Art. www.blantonmuseum.org 512/471-7324 

BANDERA: Cowboy Mardi Gras February 1-3. Downtown.  
www.llthstreetcowboybar.com 800/364-3833 

BOERNE: Chocolate Walk February 9. Downtown. www.  
ci.boerne.tx.us/calendar.aspx 830/249-9511 

BOERNE: Second Saturday Art and Wine February 9.  
Various venues. www.secondsaturdayartandwine.com 
877/833-0621 

CASTROVILLE: Friday Night Fever February 8. A variety 
of antique and modern cars are on display. Wommack 
Chevrolet. www.castroville.com 830/931-2479 

FREDERICKSBURG: First Friday Art Walk February 1.  
www.firstfriday-fbg.blogspot.com 830/997-6523 

FREDERICKSBURG: Fasching Week: Fest Nacht, 
Fasching Ball and Fat Tuesday February 2-12. Fest Nacht 
on Feb. 2, the Fasching Masquerade Ball and Benefit on Feb. 9, 
and Fat Tuesday on Feb. 12. Various locations. www.fasching 
fredericksburg.com 830/998-1981 

FREDERICKSBURG: Wine Lovers Trail February 8-17.  
www.texaswinetrail.com 

FREDERICKSBURG: Trade Days February 15-17. More 
than 350 vendors in six barns. 355 Sunday Farms Lane.  
www.fbgtradedays.com 830/990-4900

GRUENE: Old Gruene Market Days February 16-17.  
Gruene Historic District. www.gruenemarketdays.com 
830/832-1721 

KERRVILLE: Nikolai Massenkoff and the Russian Folk 
Festival February 3. A combination of traditional balalaika 
musicians, Russian folk dancers, and the booming baritone 
voice of Nikolai Massenkoff. Cailloux Theater. www.cailloux 
theater.com 830/896-9393 

KERRVILLE: Chocolate Fantasy Weekend February 10.  
Kerr Arts and Cultural Center. www.kacckerrville.com 
830/895-2911 

KERRVILLE: Mardi Gras on Main February 12. www.  
kerrvilletx.gov 830/792-8395 

LUCKENBACH: Hug-In and Valentine Ball February 
15-17. An annual camping event with live music and plenty of 
boot scootin' at the Valentine Ball. Gary P. Nunn performs.  
On R.M. 1376. www.luckenbachtexas.com 830/997-3224 

NEW BRAUNFELS: Troutfest February 23. Rio Raft and 
Resort. www.rioraft.com 830/964-3613 

SAN MARCOS: Global Odyssey: From Texas to the 
World and Back February 1-May 10. The Wittliff Collections 
in the Alkek Library at Texas State University. www.the 
wittliffcollections.txstate.edu 512/245-2313 

SAN MARCOS: Eddie Durham Jazz Festival February 8.  
Part of the Texas Hill Country Jazz Festival. Evans Auditorium 
at Texas State University. 512/245-2651 

PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ABILENE: Mardi Gras February 2. 220 Cypress St.  
325/677-8389
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ABILENE: Abilene Christian University Sing Song 
February 16-17. ACU students compete. Abilene Christian 
University Moody Coliseum. 325/674-4864 

ALBANY: Cell Series Featured Artist: Kana Harada 
February 2-May 19. The Old Jail Art Center. www.theold 
jailartcenter.org 325/762-2269 

ALBANY: Selections from the Barrett Collection 
February 2-May 19. The Old Jail Art Center. www.theold 
jailartcenter.org 325/762-2269 

AMARILLO: First Friday Art Walk February 1. The 
Galleries at Sunset Center and the sculpture garden.  
www.amarilloartists.com 806/353-5700 

AMARILLO: The Kwahadi Dancers' Winter Night 
Ceremonials February 8-9,15-16. Kwahadi Museum of 
the American Indian. www.kwahadi.com 806/335-3175 

CANYON: Collecting Art History: Taste on the Southern 
Plains February 1-16. This exhibit explains how regional col
lectors brought art masterpieces to West Texas. Panhandle
Plains Historical Museum. www.panhandleplains.org 

LUBBOCK: First Friday Art Trail February 1. Louise 
Hopkins Underwood Center for the Arts. www.ffat.org 
806/762-8606 

LUBBOCK: Remembering The Day the Music Died 
February 3. The Buddy Holly Center. www.buddyhollycenter.  
org 806/775-3560 

LUBBOCK: Lubbock Lions Club Pancake Festival 
February 16. Lubbock Memorial Civic Center. www.lubbock 
lions.org 806/763-4789 

POST: Post City Trade Day February 2. Main Street.  
www.postcitytexas.com 806/559-0835 

SAN ANGELO: Art Walk February 21. Galleries and 
art exhibits, museums, library exhibits, and more. www.  
downtownsanangelo.com/artwalk.html 325/653-3333 

SAN ANGELO: Buffalo Soldier Heritage Day February 24.  
Fort Concho National Historic Landmark. www.fortconcho.  
com 325/481-2646 

PINEY WOODS 

GILMER: Hog-Wild Hunt February 16. www.gilmerarea 
chamber.com 903/843-2413 

JEFFERSON: Mardi Gras Upriver February 8-10.  
Downtown. www.mardigrasupriver.com 

LUFKIN: Corks and Forks February 9. Lufkin's finest chefs 
showcase appetizers and desserts paired with wine and 
champagne. Downtown. 936/633-0349 

TYLER: Ed Asner as FDR February 5-6. UT Tyler Cowan 
Center. www.cowancenter.org 903/566-7424 

TYLER: Quilt-A-Thon February 9. Our Saviour's Lutheran 
Church. www.oslctyler.org 903/581-1865 

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 

ATHENS: Bird and Nature Walk February 9. A monthly 
birdwatching outing. Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center.  
www.athenstx.org 888/294-2847 

BELLVILLE: Market Day on the Square February 2.  
Downtown. www.bellville.com 979/865-3407
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Dinosaur Capital of lexas
Barnard's Mill Art Museum 
Brazos & Paluxy Rivers 
Creation Evidence Museum 
Dinosaur Valley State Park 
Dinosaur World 
Fossil Rim Wildlife Center 
Historic Courthouse Square 
Land of the Dinosaurs 
Oakdale & Big Rocks Parks 
The Promise 
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CANTON: First Monday Trade Days February 1-3, 
28-March 3. On 1-20 in Canton from exits 523, 526, 527, and 
528. www.visitcantontx.com 877/462-7467 

CANTON: Western Swing Valentine's Party February 14
16. Canton Civic Center. www.swingcanton.com 800/243-6502 

CLEBURNE:Brazos Chamber Orchestra Valentine's 
Gala Concert and Meal February 14. Cleburne Conference 
Center Theater. www.brazoschamberorchestra.org 

DALLAS: Rising Up: Hale Woodruff'sMuralsat Talladega 
College February 1-28. African American Museum of Dallas.  
www.aamdallas.org 214/565-9026 

DECATUR: Wise County Antique Auto Swap Meet 
February 21-23. Wise County Sheriff's Posse Grounds.  
www.decaturtx.com 940/627-3107 

DENTON: Thin Line Film Fest February 8-18. Campus 
Theater and Fine Arts Theater on the square downtown.  
www.thinlinefilmfest.com 888/893-4560 

DENTON: Materials Hard and Soft February 9-April 5.  
Center for Visual Arts. www.dentonarts.com/subsite2/ 
materialshands.html 940/382-2787 

ENNIS:Ennis Czech Music Festival February 9.  
Sokol Activity Center. www.ennisczechmusicfestival.com 
972/878-4748 

FARMERSVILLE: Farmers & Fleas Market February 2.  
Historic Onion Shed. www.farmersvilletx.com 972/782-6533 

FORT WORTH: Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo 
February 1-9. The nation's oldest livestock show and the 
world's original indoor rodeo. Includes the Cowboys of Color 
Rodeo on Jan. 21. Will Rogers Memorial Center. www.fwssr.  
com 817/392-7469 

FORT WORTH: Titanic: TheArtifact Exhibition February 1
March 24. Fort Worth Museum of Science and History.  
www.fwmuseum.org 817/255-9300 

FORT WORTH: Bernini: Sculpting in Clay February 3-April 
14. Kimbell Art Museum. www.kimbellart.org 817/332-8451 

FRISCO: World Olympics Gymnastic Academy Classic 
February 16-17. One of the largest and longest-running inter
national competitions in the United States. Dr Pepper Arena.  
www.woga.net/woga-classic-home 972/712-9642 

LA GRANGE: Best Little Quilt Show in Texas February 22
23. Fayette County Fairgrounds Commercial Exhibit Building.  
www.cvquiltguild.com 979/968-5372

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at www.texashighways.com.  
For a free printed copy of an even more detailed, quarterly schedule of events, write 
to Texas Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. Or, call 
800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central.  
For Texas travel questions, call 800/452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information 
Center, where a professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, I 
advise you of any emergency road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommodations guide, and 
quarterly Texas Events Calendar).  
To submit event information: www.texashighways.com and go to Events, Submit 
Event Listing; e-mail: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009. Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar, Apr, May) Dec 1; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; Fall (Sep, 
Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep. 1.

McKINNEY:Krewe of Barkus Costumed Dog Parade 
February 10. Mitchell Park. www.downtownmckinney.com 
972/547-2660 

McKINNEY: Third Monday Trade Days February 15-17.  
One of the largest flea markets in North Texas. 4550 W.  
University. www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

MESQUITE: Billy Renfro Stone Sculpture Exhibit 
February 6-24. Main Gallery at Mesquite Arts Center.  
www.mesquiteartscenter.org 972/216-6444 

NOCONA: Mardi Gras Nocona Style February 9.  
Downtown. www.noconachamber.org 940/825-3526 

ROUND TOP:The Art in Fiber February 2-March 3. Copper 
Shade Tree. www.coppershadetree.com 979/249-4042 

ROUND TOP: Winedale Quilt Exhibit February 11-23.  
3738 F.M. 2714. www.cah.utexas.edu 

SALADO: Salado on the Rocks February 9. Various 
locations. www.saladoevents.com 254/947-8634 

WACO:BigRed's 75thAnniversaryExhibit February 1-28.  
Dr Pepper Museum. www.drpeppermuseum.com 254/757-1024 

WAXAHACHIE: Mardi Gras on the Square and Parade 
February 9. Singleton Plaza. www.collegestreetpub.com 
972/938-2062 

WAXAHACHIE: Gingerbread House Chili Cook-Off 
February 15-17. Benefits the Ellis County Children's Advocacy 
Center. Ellis County Expo Center. www.elliscountycac.org 
972/937-1870 

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS 
FALFURRIAS:Funfest February 28-March 2. Brooks 
County/J.M. Alaniz Showgrounds. 361/325-3333 

HIDALGO:Borderfest Feb. 29-March 3. www.myborder 
fest.com 

MERCEDES: Rio Grande Valley Music Festival 
February 12-17. Rio Grande Valley Livestock Showgrounds 
www.rgvmf.com 956/373-0130 

MISSION: Winter Texan Fiesta February 23. Leo Peha 
Placita. www.missionchamber.com 956/585-2727 

SAN ANTONIO: San Antonio Stock Show and 
Rodeo February 7-24. AT&T Center. www.sarodeo.com 
210/225-5851 

WESLACO:Alfresco Weslaco February 21. Texas 
Boulevard. www.weslaconow.com 956/969-0838
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TTM 'IT' CHET GARNER

Come 
and'Trip t 
IN TEXAS, our independent spirit runs 

deep, tracing its essence to the state's original 

settlers and the days of the Texas Republic.  

To delve into the fearless roots of the Texas 

Revolution, I headed to the place where it 

all started-Gonzales.

tAKE i

10:00 a.m. At the Gon
zales Memorial Muse

um, artifacts and photographs 
document Gonzales' role in 
Texas' fight for independence, 
including the story behind the 
"Come and Take It" cannon.  

After loaning the cannon to 
town settlers for protection 
from native tribes, the Mexican 
government realized that it 
might be used against Mexican 
troops in an impending revo
lution. But in October 1835, 
after officials ordered that the 
cannon be returned, the Texian 

men-waving a flag bearing the 
words "Come and Take It"

fired it upon the Mexican sol
diers and officially sparked the 
Texas Revolution. As I viewed 
the weaponry and read the his
toric letters, I was once again 

struck by the bravery and resolve 

it must have taken to stand up 
for the dream of Texas.  

11:15 a.m. When Gen
eral Sam Houston ar

rived in Gonzales in March 1836, 
he learned of the fate of the 
Alamo defenders and led the 
settlers in the "Runaway Scrape." 
Houston ordered all persons to 

flee town and burn everything 
behind them, leaving nothing

of use for the advancing Mexi
can army. The weary group 
set up camp 8.5 miles outside 
of town beneath a sprawling 
live oak now known as the Sam 
Houston Oak. I made the short 
drive and found the majestic 

oak still standing tall on the 
Texas prairie in front of the 
historic Braches House.  

12:00 p.m. I headed 
back to Gonzales for 

a face-to-face battle-not 
against the Mexi
can army, but with Co 
a massive plate Gonzal 
of Mexican food of Co 
from Matamoros Agr 
Taco Hut. This 830/ 
local, family- ww 
owned joint serves te

some of the tasti

est tacos in Texas, including 
the two I devoured consisting 
of care guisada rolled in home
made flour tortillas.  

1:00 p.m. After the 
Texas Revolution, Gon

zales was rebuilt, including its 
Historic Downtown. However, 
instead of a traditional small
town square, I was surprised 
to find seven square blocks laid 
out in a Mexican-plaza style.  
The old buildings were filled

with a mix of businesses. At 
the incredible Romanesque-Re
vival Gonzales County Court
house, built in 1896, legend 
holds that a prisoner awaiting 
death in the nearby jailhouse 
cursed the clocks atop the 
courthouse and they've never 

kept the same time since.  

2:00 p.m. Next door, 
I explored the first floor 

of the 1887 Old Jail Museum, 
which holds the Visitor Center 

and features dis-

intact the 
es Chamber 
mmerce & 
iculture, 
672-6532; 
i.gonzales 
as.com.

plays of handmade 
weapons and pho
tos of famous 
Gonzales captives 

such as John Wes
ley Hardin. As I 
walked up the
creaky iron stairs 

to the second floor, the air thick
ened and I found myself stand
ing at the base of a re-created 
hanging gallows with 13 steps 
up to a dangling noose. I prompt

ly walked back outside into the 
welcome fresh air and daylight.  

3:00 p.m. Walking the 
blocks of downtown 

shops, I stumbled into Discov
ery Architectural Antiques, 
a store that sells salvaged ar
chitectural hardware. I was in-

spired to start rethinking my 
own home's interior design.  

4:30 p.m. I hopped 
back in my car and 

cruised past blocks of historic 
homes rivaling those in any 

small town I've ever visited.  

But instead of taking one of 
the chamber of commerce's 

historic homes tours, I headed 
to Independence Park and 
passed the time walking below 
the towering pecan trees and 
skipping rocks in the flowing 
Guadalupe River.  

6:00 p.m. My dinner 
destination was Gonza

les Food Market off the Texas 
Heroes Square. Started in 
1959 by the Lopez Family, this 
market/barbecue joint cooks 
up the finest smoked meats 

in town, including its one-of
a-kind smoked lamb ribs. I 
savored every flavorful bite.  

GONZALES has been the back
drop for some of Texas' most 
heroic and dramatic events, 
and it still shares that same 
independent spirit with every

one who comes to town. So, 
whether you follow my foot
steps or forge your own path, I 
hope to see you on the road. T
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. 1i SAY CHEESE When Photography Editor Griff Smith visited the Dart Bowl bowling W ina ow on Texas alley in Austin to shoot its popular enchi'adas for the March issue, he faced several 

challenges. These included overcom ng the unflattering light to make the cheesy 
Photograph by J. GRIFFIS SMITH treats stand out.  

In his latest photo-tips video at wwv.te>ashighways.com, Smith throws some 
light on the situation and discusses working in mixed-lighting locations. In the film 
days, mixed lighting required a lot of wo-k. However, with today's digital cameras, 
you can bring a strobe or flashligh- (and a tripod) to add sidelight and then let the 
automatic white balance on the camera make the adjustments for the difference in 
colors produced by the light sources "Dor't be afraid to take photos in mixed-light 
situations. Let the auto white balance do the work for yoL," Smith says.  

Dart Bowl is at 5700 Grover Ave. Call 512/452-2518; www.dartbowl.com.  

Look for our story on enchiladas in March's TH Taste.
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