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- recommendatlon that no further cultural resource . 1nvest1gat10ns ‘are ':5 .

Based on- the results of: the archaeologlcal survey, it is AR Consultants
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The C1ty of Justin 1ntends to create an: approxrmately 20 25 acre park southwest of
T downtown Justrn in Denton County, Texas The property is bounded by Tra11 Creek to thei S

broretentron area. The development of the park also’ w111 be supported in part by a:grant

: cooklng grrlls and benches A ﬁrst-order tributary to Trall Creek will be expanded 1nto aii“ S

isa pohtrcal entrty of the State of Texas and Texas Antrqurtres Permit Number 5117 wasri' o

1ssued for the survey Smce the study area. abuts Tra11 Creek whrch may contam Waters h
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Figure 1. Proposed Justin Community Park location plotted on an enlarged portion
of the Justin, Texas 7.5' USGS map.

Administrative Information

Sponsor: City of Justin

Review Agencies: Texas Historical Commission, Archeology Division
Principal Investigator: Jesse Todd

Field Crew: Lance K. Trask and Todd

Field Date(s): December 29, 2008

Field Man-Days: 2

Acres Surveyed approximately 20.25

Sites Investigated: None
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dramed by the Elm Fork of the Tr1n1ty Rlver and several maj or dramages such as Denton

: Clearandchkorycreeks _55 :55 o AT RO TS

" Soils within the study area that overlie the Lower Cretaceous-aged bedrock belong to the
Ponder—Lmdale So1l Assomatlon wh1ch contalns nearly level to: gently sloplng upland

and Slidell clay w1th 1to3 percent slopes and (Ford and Paul 1980: Sheet 37) T s

Soﬂs wrthln the study area cons1st of Ponder loam with.1 to 3 percent slopes and Sanger

was a Wet perlod w1th moderate alluvratlon except for a dry period between 2000 and

its trrbutanes This 1nterpretat10n is supported by changmg patterns seerl m stable 1sotope

env1ronment was warmer and drrer but he pornts out that th1s 1nterpretat1on may only be

SRETTRE applrcablefortheElmForktrlbutaryandnotthereglon U RENTY

© Creek is mapped as berng a Quaternary terrace. (Bureau of Economlc Geology 1967) SR

conditions, Ferrrng has concluded that the Late Holocene [5000 years BP to the present]fi" K

© was establlshed on the stable surfaces of the river. meanders along the Upper Tr1n1ty and:;* T

"' The history and preh1story of Denton County are summarized in several reports prepared:i i
by the Un1vers1ty of North Texas (Lebo and Brown 1990; Brown and Lebo 1991 Ferrmg



major and mlnor stream Valleys where they were able to hunt and gather native foods

terraces 1nstead of the ﬂoodplaln area where Late Prehlstorlc I 51tes are found Also there

" A.D. 700-800. The Archaic peoples Tived throughout the county but partlcularly along thef R

" least, its ﬁrst appearance. This concept is supported by the presence of sites:along sandyfﬁ' T



 The first established Europeanfis:é’[tlément in Denton County began before the mid-1800

;JUSTINCOMMUNITYPARKARCHAEQLO_GICAL'SURI{EY : Y SR

There is tantalizing evidence found on the Trihity River in Dallas County of a possible

~ with:the establishment of the Peter’s Colony after Texas independence. These: early

settlers were farmers who selected bottotnland along the Elmi Fork'of the Trinity (Bridges
1978). Commercial farming was not important until after the Civil: War, and the early

had been established and some had passed away. S
What today is Justin was originally settled by French Colonists in 1848 ini what was

shipping point for agricultural products. The nearby I 35 West also was a boon to the:
growth of Justin because residents could Work either in Denton or Fort Worth. Today,

Justin continues to grow-due not only to an ongoing population growth but businesses as...

" map and they are both historic trash scatters. Historic maps, including the 1918 Soil Map::
~"of :Denton County (Carter and Beck 1918):and the R. King :Harris’ Denton::County

highway map (Harris 1948) were also réviéwcd.“qu_histofidfafni'st_ga_cllls_: were shown on

against the Osages.” SR

. visit by Spanish explorer Hernando:de Soto (Bruseth 1992). 'Ar'tifac;t:sr found consist of a::: -

o well(M1n0r20081) ‘f:': = e = i = T




- How d1d past people use. .t.he land and what record of th1s use d1d they
= leavebehmd?“‘“ RN S S

rnaps systematlcally inspected the tract by walklng parallel transects spaced 30 meters':“ =

apart. Notes on the Vegetatlon soﬂ phys1ography and other relevant data were made




was excellent and the: ground visibility ranged from less than 5'to 30 percent (Frgure 3). e :
RNt Trail Creek ranges from 2 to 3 meters deep and 2 meters wide. Shallow: water from recent: . .
fains was flowing over a 11mestone bedrock substrate (Frgure 4) No knappable hth1c35_ L

northwest/southeast is about a meter wide and 0.5 meters deep. The ditch that runs north
G through the study area is about 2 meters wrde and, deep (Figure 6). No. burled culturalfgg_ S

shovel tests 3 and 4 uncovered ll and 9 cm of very dark gray1sh-brown clay overlylng’:“ SR :

limestone bedrock. The rest of the shovel tests encountered very dark graylsh-brown clay S

R ;rangrngfrom35to38cmbs fz'fii G SERET »:g_;g;.;; ; ;:5_5@5]5 -
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Figure 2. Unimproved pasture within the study area. Apartments in background
mark the study area’s eastern border. Note the large ditch in the left
portion of the picture. View is to the northeast.

Figure 3. Ground visibility in the improved pasture. View is to the north.
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Figure 4. Trail Creek. View is to the southeast.

Figure 5. Manhole from sewer pipeline paralleling the north bank of Trail Creek.
View is to the east.
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Figure 6. Ditch marking pipeline running north and north of Trail Creek. This is the
ditch shown in Figure 2. View is to the northeast.

Figure 7. Dirt and bedrock limestone piles in along Trail Creek’s north bank in the
eastern portion of the study area. View is to the north.
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Figure 8. Shovel test locations plotted on an enlarged portion of the Justin, Texas

7.5° USGS map.

Conclusions

The absence of prehistoric sites is probably due to the lack of perennial water, low biotic
diversity and lack of knappable lithic resources. The results of the survey are similar to
other archaeological surveys in the Fort Worth Prairie in areas away from perennial
water. Historic sites are not present probably due the preference to use the land for

farming.

Table 1. Shovel test descriptions.
ST Depth Description *
No. (cm)
1 0-36+ Dark (10YR2/1) gravelly clay
2 0-35+ Very dark grayish-brown (10YR3/2) clay
3 0-11 Very dark grayish-brown gravelly clay
11+ Limestone bedrock
4 0-9 Very dark grayish-brown gravelly clay
9+ Limestone bedrock
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5[ 05 | Verydarkgrayish-brownclay . ¢

..5:36+ = | Very dark grayish-brown gravelly clay T

:0-36+ | Very dark grayish-brown gravelly clay

0-38+ ‘| Very dark grayish-brown gravelly¢lay ;. ~ =

6
700 0-37+ | Very dark grayish-brown gravelly clay i
128: R

9

.0:36+ - | Very dark grayish-brown gravelly clay " oo

10 ~0:38+ | Very dark grayish-brown gravelly.clay L .
C11 ] 0-35+ | Very dark grayish-brown gravelly clay 0 . N
12 | 0-36+ | Very dark grayish-brown gravelly clay - o
Do Note: : Munsell Color Chart Numbers listed only ﬁrst tlme used """"""

present within the proposed park area. Nortie were found Based upon the absence of

: 1mmed1ate1y cease in that area - and the Archeology D1v1sron of the Texas H1storlcalf§" :

Comm1ssron be not1ﬁed of the d1scovery
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