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Alliance for 
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A BE MOOREis a producer, photographer and editor 

for the Texas Parks & Wildlife television series, which airs weekly 
on Texas PBS stations. When he got the assignment to film 

an alligator hunt, he didn't know a thing about hunting 

gators. Like a curious toddler asking questions every second, 

he was an inquisitive sidekick on an 

adventure few folks ever have a 

chance to take part in. His video 

story, which will follow the same 

trio of gator wranglers featured in 

his article, will air on the Texas Parks 

& Wildlife TV series next season.  

When Abe is not traveling Texas on 

video shoots, he is busy with his 

family, wrangling three daughters.  

He enjoys fishing when he has a 

chance to get away, but says he 

never seems to catch anything.  

CYNTHIA PICKENS loves exploring her home state, 
and for this issue spent time in Big Spring. Growing up in West 

and North Texas, she passed through the town many times and was 

curious about its name. Now she has visited the big spring itsel! 

Cynthia is an outdoors writer, with 

articles published in Texas Parks & Wildlife 
magazine; a blogger, documenting the 

natural world of her certified backyard 

habitat; and a proofreader, proofing 

this magazine for the last 3%/2 years. She , { 

enjoys leading her daughter on out
door adventures (including a jaunt to 

Big Spring), gardening with native 

plants and reading as much as possible.  

She lives with her family on 13 acres in 

rural Hays County along with a dog, 

cat, chickens and assorted wildlife.  

LARRY 0. HODGEsays some of his best fish-catching 

experiences came on power plant lakes - catfish and red drum on 

Braunig; hybrid stripers, catfish and red drum on Calaveras. But 

the best part of all those trips wasn't the fishing; it was the cama

raderie with the late Russell Tinsley, the dean of Texas outdoor 

writers; the late Bob Fincher, stinkbait maker and catfisher extra-

ordinaire; and guides Harry Lamb and 

Manny Martinez. All were fishing 
tutors as well as friends. Their hospi

tality was as warm as the waters they 
fished. "If you want to fill an ice chest 

with catfish fillets or hook into a truly 

trophy-sized red drum, power plant 
lakes are the place to do both," Larry 

says. "And speaking of red drum, the 

hotter the weather and the water, the 

better they bite, so don't think power 

plant fishing is just for cold weather."
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FROM THE P E N OF CARTER P. S M IT H 

As Paul Harvey used to famously quip in his down-home radio shows, "Now for the rest of the story." It is 

the part about a powerful U.S. senator from the Hill Country, a popular Texas governor, a cantankerous state game 

warden and the dove hunt from more than 50 years ago that ultimately helped lead to the creation of a new state 

agency. If you haven't heard it, you should. It's an oldie but a goodie.  

The story starts like this. A state game warden, out patrolling the Pedernales country during dove season, hears a 

bunch of shooting after legal shooting hours have passed. When the warden goes to investigate, he comes across a 

group of men out bird hunting, one of whom stays hunched down in the seat of the car as the warden approaches.  

The game warden, unamused by the man remaining in the car, calls him out in less than flattering terms and 

promptly finds himself face to face with none other than a rather well-known senator.  

The senator is, how shall we say, equally unamused by the encounter. I /'iii ,~2d Li ' 
Under intense political pressure, the Game and Fish Commission director, supported 

by his commission, refuses to fire the state game warden, cantankerous though he may be. T~dly l(Ck Tol c 
The senator goes to the governor, who at the time is looking to modernize and improve 

efficiencies in state government while aiding the financially ailing State Parks Board. The res of ti e o) 
governor, senator and other legislative leaders hatch a political solution to their respec

tive problems.  

It ends like this. The Game and Fish Commission is merged with the State Parks Board 

to create the newly minted Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. >41 e e
True story. The players were none other than U.S. Sen. Lyndon Baines Johnson, Gov.  

John Connally and Game Warden Grover Simpson. And, in spite of their differences at 

the time, all three went on to help the department succeed in its newly created state.  

Johnson later went on to become a conservation-minded president and supported his 

wife in many conservation ventures in the Hill Country and beyond. Connally pushed for 

the eponymous "Connally bonds," which financed the addition of more than a dozen state parks and natural areas 

to the department's system of public lands. And, Simpson kept his job as a game warden, where he proudly served 

the department for many years protecting the Hill Country's lands, waters, fish and game. And, as a personal aside, 

he later published a short instructional manual still used today on how to field-dress a deer called "Now That You've 

Killed It." Yours truly used it when cleaning his first deer as a boy.  

This year, we proudly acknowledge the "rest of the story" with a celebration of 50 years of the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department. Suffice it to say, a lot has happened since then.  

Redfish were saved from the commercial gill-netters, bighorn sheep were brought back from extirpation, brown 

pelicans were taken off the endangered species list, and deer dogs were banned from the Pineywoods. Meanwhile, 

world-class hatcheries were built and trophy fisheries were created. Marshes, grasslands, wetlands and forests were 

restored. New parks, natural areas and wildlife management areas were acquired. Birding, hiking and paddling trails 

were launched. The ever-popular Toyota ShareLunker, Buffalo Soldiers, Texas Outdoor Family and Lone Star Land 

Steward programs were conceived, and the state's Game Warden Academy found a new home.  

Yes, a lot has happened since that fateful day more than 50 years ago in the Pedernales country when a state game 

warden tangled with a powerful U.S. senator. In reflecting on all that's happened since then, I have only one obser

vation to share. I'm glad that it occurred.  

Thanks for caring about our wild things and wild places. They need you now more than ever.  

EX E C UT IV E D I R E C T O R 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement: 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  

8 * MARCH 2013
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PICKS, PANS AND PROBES FROM OUR READERS

FOR E WORD LETTERS
It's always a good day to go fishing, as our good friend Keith Miller proved 

when he caught a fish a day for an entire year in 2012. Nevertheless, when the gloom 

of winter melts away under our relentless Texas sun, our hankering to wet a line turns 

into irresistible craving.  

This time of year, when the water's still chilly, the fish are not always of a mind to 

be caught. There are some fish that are blissfully unaware of the weather, those fab

ulous finned residents of "hot tub" lakes. Now, these lakes are not warmed solely to

serve as a fish spa - the warmth is generated as a byproduct of the elec

tricity produced by the power plant at the lake. The resulting side 

effect can be used as a slight edge when trying to out-think the fish, 

and Larry Hodge tells us in this month's cover story how to use that 

to our advantage in the war of wits.  

Catfish ShareLunkers? While bass may be the glamorous stars of 

the program, TPWD biologists think they maybe able to use the same 

successful procedures to grow bigger and better catfish, one of the 

state's most plentiful and popular fish to catch and eat.  

One article that's sure to make your hair stand on end this month is 

"The Gator Wranglers." What could be more dangerous than wrasslin' 

with those huge toothy jaws? Photographer Chase Fountain and video

grapher Abe Moore jumped at the chance to accompany a trio of "gator 

boys" on this exciting combination of fishing and hunting.  

As TPWD gears up to celebrate its 50th anniversary (Page 12), we're 

happy to announce that our July issue will be a photo-filled retrospec

tive commemorating this special event. But you don't have to wait until 

July to start the celebration with us. Go to www.lifesbetteroutside.org 

and share your photos and stories of outdoor fun in this great state.  

Have you had a chance yet to check out our newest online resource, 

Texas Fishing 2013 (www.tpwmagazine.com/digital/2013/fishing)? We've

SUPERB PHOTO ESSAY C chase Fountain's article in the Janu

ary/February 2013 Texas Parks & Wildife 

magazine ("Into the Night") was superb.  

His photographs were magnificent.  

You are very fortunate to have a pho-

tograph

Texas Fishing 2013 
Our digital fishing special 

gives you the scoop on 
fishing this spring. It's free 

and available online at 
www.tpwmagazine.com 

/digital/2013/fishing.

doubled up our fishing coverage, with inspiring articles on angling for spotted seatrout 

on Bolivar and the exciting white bass runs happening this spring, as well as mouth

watering gourmet recipes. Plus, Publisher Randy Brudnicki and TPWD artist 

Clemente Guzman combined forces this year to show you how to set up a variety of rigs.  

The biggest lure of our digital special is the fishing forecast, this year including 

both saltwater and freshwater. Maybe your dad or daughter won't have a chance to 

sit down with TPWD's top fish biologists, but Steve Lightfoot did, and he shares all 

their best advice for your springtime fishing.  

Because Texas Fishing 2013 is digital, you'll find it easy to link to useful TPWD infor

mation from your computer, smartphone or iPad. Share it with your favorite fish

ing buddy, who will be happy to know where and when those trout are running or 

which lakes might be hot for big bass this year.  

Better yet, grab your gear and your buddy and hit the lake or bay or river of your 

choice. Fish on! 

L ouIE BOND 
E D ITOR

10 * MARCH 2013

r of Mr. Fountain's stature on 

your staff.  

Keep up the great work.  

STEVE AND MARY MORGA 

New Braunfels 

70 GOOD YEARS 
want to commend you on 

your article "Celebrating 

70 Years" (December 2012).  

It was brilliantly eloquent, and 

alive with so many legends of 

the magazine.  

As I read from contribu

tor to contributor, one set 

of goosebumps started, went 

away and then came back 

again. I recognized every 

single contributor and 

worked with many of them 

in some capacity, and their 

individually brief contribu-

tions reflected each of them as we have 

learned to know them in their readings, 

leadership positions and photographs.  

Congratulations on 70 years. Texas Parks 

& Wildlife magazine has touched so many 

lives, and I have no doubt it will contin

ue to do so for many years to come.  

Thank you for getting us outdoors! 

MICHELLE HORINE 

Corpus Christi Convention 

& Visitors Bureau 

TWO THUMBS UP 

e just got our first copy of Texas Parks 

& Wildlife, and both my wife and I 

enjoyed it. Two thumbs up. Growing up 

in the Midwest in the '50s and '60s, I ate 

a lot of squirrel and really appreciated



MAIL CALL
the article dealing with them. My wife 

liked the articles on bluets and the 

Three Days in the Field as well as "Dirty 

Nails and Goat Slobber." So, for our 

first ever issue, very impressive.  

PAT AND JACK NIMs 

Waco 

GETTING KIDS OUTSIDE 

Iappreciated your January/February 
2013 story "Dirty Nails and Goat 

Slobber" by Russell A. Graves. Here in 

the heart of Texas' largest Metroplex, at 

Arlington's River Legacy Living Science 

Center, we are living Graves' philoso

phy. Our kids explore nature trails and 

a nearby pond to their hearts' content, 

ramble through the forest, strip off 

their socks and wiggle their toes in the 

mud down by Snider Creek.  

When they get a bit older, they con

duct field investigations and study the 

flora and fauna they have discovered in 

our River Legacy Park.  

It is marvelous to see local school dis

tricts partner with us (currently, the 

Arlington Independent School District

and Eagle Mountain/Saginaw Inde

pendent School District). Our goal is 

Graves' goal: to connect with nature 

right where you live, thereby helping 

preserve it for future generations.  

LAURIE HINES ACKERMANN 

Board Member, River Legacy Foundation 

SHOW ME WHERE 
We love reading your fine magazine and 

have recognized that many articles 

coincide with the Texas Parks & Wildlife televi

sion series. However, the TV show has 

something useful that the magazine is cur

rently lacking, and that is the locating star 

on the Texas symbol. The star is a quick 

reference as to how far and how feasible it 

would be to plan a trip to the current high

lighted area. The locating star can be seen 

on the TPWD website and on the TV show, 
but we find ourselves searching Internet 

maps to locate areas mentioned in many of 

your magazine articles. The great state of 

Texas is there; now please just add the star.  

It is so simple yet so useful.  

BRIAN OLSOVSKY 

Yorktown

MARVELOUS MONARCHS Your article on fall-blooming frost

weed ("Frostweed and Monarchs," 
October 2012) sent me out to check.  

Checking the patches of frostweed on 

the back four of my six-acre estate I 

found a few monarchs among the buzz 

of wasps, bees and things.  
The zinnias in the garden had dozens 

of monarchs, and the lantanas had sever

al, too. Plant your yards with zinnias and 

lantanas for a successful monarch crop.  

GERALD STEPHENS 

Shelbyville 

Sound off for Mail Call 

Let us hear from you! 
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 

welcomes letters from our readers.  
Please include your name, address 

and daytime telephone number.  
at 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine, 
4200 Smith School Road, 

Austin, TX 78744.  

Fax cis at 512-389-8397.  
E-mail us at magazine tpwd.state.tx.us 
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity.
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HALF-CENTURY 
OF SERVICE 

TPWD celebrates 50jears as a state agency.

Fifty years ago, a state agency 
called the Texas Game and Fish 

Commission oversaw the state's con

servation efforts, while a separate 

entity known as the State Parks Board 

managed the state's parkland. But that 

was about to change.  

When the 58th Legislature con-

vened on Jan. 8, 1963, lawmakers 

soon began consideration of House 

Bill 21, introduced by state Rep.  

James M. Cotton, a Weatherford 

attorney descended from a Parker 

County pioneer. The measure, called 

for by Gov. John B. Connally as part 

of his campaign to modernize state

government, would merge the two 

state agencies into a new Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Department. The pro

posed new agency's policies would be 

set by a three-member, gubernatori

ally appointed Parks and Wildlife 

Commission, replacing a nine-mem

ber Game and Fish Commission and

12 * MARCH 2013
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a six-member Parks Board.  
The final version of the bill passed 

in the Senate in early April; 

Connally later signed it into law 
with an effective date of Aug. 23.  
The only significant amendment 
provided that no license money col

lected by the wildlife side of the new 
agency could be used for state parks.  

As the Legislature pondered cre
ating a new conservation agency for 

Texas, construction was completed 
on the John H. Reagan Building, 
and the soon-to-be TPWD moved 
to the new state office building at 
105 W. 15th St. TPWD would 
remain there until 1976, when it 

moved to the present headquarters 
complex at 4200 Smith School 
Road in Southeast Austin.  

Though creation of the new 
agency in 1963 had not been with
out some political disagreement, the 
department began its new life with 
an increased budget (the amount 
earmarked for parks had been 

tripled) and funding for some 50 
new employees. Soon TPWD began 
acquiring new parkland and refur

bishing facilities in the existing 58 
parks while continuing its wildlife 
conservation efforts.  

Even so, TPWD did not assume its 
new duties without having to deal 
with a few glitches, including the 
need to quickly replace the first sign 
that went up at the new Capitol 

complex headquarters, one that 

read: "Texas Parks and Wild Life 
Department." When someone view
ing the plastic sign wryly noted that 
the newly passed legislation creating 
the department did not give it juris

diction over a Texan's lifestyle, be it 
wild or tame, a new sign went up, 

correctly making it "Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department." 

As part of the anniversary, TPWD 
has set up a special Web page 
at www.lifesbetteroutside.org. Here, 
readers can share stories and photos 
about their favorite memorable 
moments in the Texas outdoors.  
While online, anyone can sign up to 
become a Texas Parks and Wildlife 
ambassador to help keep things great 
for the next 50 years.  

Look for comprehensive coverage 
of the department's 5oth birthday, 
with highlights of what TPWD has 
accomplished during the past half
century, in this magazine's com

memorative July issue. * 

- Mike Cox
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Bass DNA is slowly revealing its secrets through TPWD research.

/F/
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Florida largemouth bass were intro
duced _nto Texas waters in 1972. Since 

then, the state record largemouth bass 

increased from 13.5 to 18.18 pounds.  

The ncrhern largemouth bass native to 

the state seldom reach double-digit size.  

This was clearly demonstrated by the fact 

that the first state record of 13.5 pounds 

stood for 37 years.  

Scientific methods for identifying 

species and subspecies of bass have 

irrproved from using meristic (count

able) traits to phenotop.ic (isozyme or 

amino acid) characteristics to DNA pro

files. Research strongly suggests Florida 

largemouth bass have heritable character

istics that allow them to achieve unusually 

large size, but early researchers cautioned 

that only a small fraction of stocked 

Florida largemouth bass would reach tro

phy size in Texas.  
"When we started our selective breed

ing program, we felt it was time to use 

techniques so readily and successfully

used in agriculture to pro
duce a new and better strain 

of largemouth bass for Texas 

anglers," says Allen For

shage, director of the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center 

in Athens, headquarters for 

the ShareLunker bass breed

ing program. "We felt that 
fish of trophy size had a bet

ter chance of producing off

spring that might also grow 

unusually large." 
To achieve that goal, the 

ShareLunker program was 

begun in 1986 at the now

closed Tyler State Fish 

Hatchery. Anglers lend fish 

weighing 13 pounds or more 

to TPWD for spawning, and 

the offspring - more than a 

million to date - are stocked 

into the lakes producing 

entries that season. Costs of 

the program are paid by 

sponsors, currently Toyota.

"A large amount of the 

ShareLunker sponsorship 

money has been used to 

develop procedures for 

bi sDNA testing," says Forshage.  

Li h, , "When the program began, 
these techniques did not 

exist, and we felt they were necessary for 

as to be able to prove our selective breed

ing program and ShareLunker fingerling 

stockings work." 

Since January 2004, TPWD has col

ected tissue samples from every fish 

entered into the ShareLunker program.  

Using ShareLunker sponsorship money, 

TPWD also purchased laboratory equip

ment and software for use by TPWD 

geneticist Dijar Lutz-Carrillo.  

"Until October 2005, all Share

Lunker entries were evaluated using one 

:c three diagnostic markers or not at all," 

Lutz-Carrillo says. "New methods 

incorporate novel genetic markers devel

oped in our lab that provide more accu

rate estimates of genetic composition 

and also allow us to go back and evaluate 

historical samples from large fish, such as 

archived scales from wall mounts, that 

weren't accessible before." 

These new tools also now make it pos

siale to evaluate the relationships among

14 * MARCH 2013

ShareLunker fish.  

"If a contemporary ShareLunker is a 

descendant of a ShareLunker donated to 

TPWD years ago, we will know - given we 

collected some tissue or have an old scale 

or bone from its mom or dad," Lutz

Carrillo explains.  
Before 2001, ShareLunker females 

were paired with "ordinary" Florida 

males for breeding. TPWD began 

Operation World Record (OWR) in 

2001. The first phase of the program 

involved using male ShareLunker off

spring to breed with ShareLunker 

females. A second part of the program 

sought to evaluate the performance of 

ShareLunker offspring for their potential 

to become ShareLunkers, or possibly a 

world record, themselves. These fish, 

pure Floridas descended from parents 

both with ShareLunker genes, were called 

OWR fish.  
In 2005, OWR offspring were raised to 

6-inch size and stocked into six public 

reservoirs. After four years, TPWD used 

physical and genetic markers to identify 

these fish, and their growth was compared 

to wild fish of the same age in those same 

reservoirs. The OWR fish had greater 

mean lengths and weights than wild large

mouth bass in all study lakes except one.  

It takes an average of 11 years for a large

mouth bass to reach 13 pounds. We are 

just now reaching the time when fish 

whose parentage we can trace are old 

enough and big enough to become 

ShareLunker entries - but an angler has 

to catch one and lend it to the program.  

"The introduction of Florida large

mouth bass and the implementation of 

regulations that protect larger fish have 

had a profound impact on Texas bass 

fishing," Forshage says. "The Share

Lunker program has provided the fund

ing for the genetic research and the brood 

fish to make fishing even better. We are 

waiting for the day when we can look at the 

DNA test results from an entry and say, 

'That's our fish."' 
The ShareLunker season runs from 

Oct. I to April 30 each year. To enter a 

fish, call (903) 681-0550 or page (888) 

784-0600 and leave a number. To learn 

more about the program, including the 

valuable prizes anglers receive, visit 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/sharelunker. * 
-Lary D. Hodge
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Actual 100 yard 5-round shot group made using a LaRue T actical 16" OBR 7.62 Rifle.
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2_A Duck of Our Own
unlike other waterfowl, mottled ducks hang 

Holler "Duck!" in a crowd and 
the folks who don't drop down will 

likely get a mental image of a big, 
green-headed northern mallard.  

This comes as no surprise, given the 

bird's colorful plumage, large size 

and abundance.  
But down in the coastal country where 

mosquitoes reign, the mallard plays sec

ond fiddle to its obscure cousin, the 

mottled duck. While they are often 

referred to as black or summer mal

lards, mottled ducks are not really mal

lards at all, though they're related.  

The mottled duck (Anasfulvigula) is a 

year-round resident of our state, 

which is a unique situation among 

waterfowl. Mottled ducks generally 

spend their entire lives within about

around Texas all ear

60 miles of the Gulf of Mexico.  
Although they don't participate in a 

traditional waterfowl migration, they 

do "migrate" along the coastline in

11th Annual!

FeatherFest 
Galveston Birding & Nature Photo Festival 

April 11-14, 2013 

200+ Species of Birds 
High Island Trips 

New PhotoFest Events! 

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!

search of optimal habitat conditions.  
They roam the coastal prairies and 

marshes of Texas and Louisiana and 

readily move between the two states.  
These ducks are aptly named for 

their mottled brown appearance. A 

medium-size dabbling duck, only 

slightly smaller than mallards, they 

are dark brown with a lighter. buff

colored head and neck. The white 

underside of the mottled duck's wing 

contrasts sharply with the dark bird 

and creates the illusion of silver wings 

when in flight.  
Sexes are similar in appearance, with 

the major difference being bill col

oration. Males have a yellowish-green 

to olive-colored bill, while females i-ave 

an orange bill, accented with varying 

degrees of dark spots or splotches. The 

speculum, or colored part of the wing, 

is deep purple or bluish-green with a 

trailing edge of white.  
Mottled ducks form pair bcnds 

early, with more than three-quar:ers of 

the pair bonds formed by November.  

Males protect territories and hens as 

they nest on the ground; an average 

clutch size is nine eggs. Shortly after 

hatching, the ducklings are capable of 

leaving the nest but remain close to 

their mother for her protection.  

TPWD has a long history s-dying 

these interesting denizens of our 

coastal marshes. These birds are as 

tough as they come, and they have 

overcome all obstacles in their way.

1~Mottled ducks are year-round 

residents of the Texas coast. They 

are related to mallards but are 

slightly smaller and darker.

They've had to deal with the alarming 

loss and conversion of coastal wet

lands and the increased development 

of our coastline. They also must con

tend with the ingestion of lead and 

the threat of genetic swamping caused 

by hybridization with mallards.  

Mottled ducks are now used as both 

a focal species for coastal habitat 

management efforts and a barometer 

tc gauge the efficacy of current man

agement practices. Through 

increased knowledge and effective 

management decisions, we can help 

tc ensure a bright future for these 

unique and resilient birds. * 

- Tucker Slack
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Antelope horns are toxic to many animals but essential

While a cow or deer will turn its 
nose up at antelope horn milkweed, 

monarchs depend on this common 
pasture plant for survival.  

Like most members of the milkweed 
family, antelope horn is highly toxic to 
livestock and wildlife. The sticky, milky 
sap in the stems and leaves contains poi

sonous cardiac glycosides.  
But it's this very toxicity that makes 

antelope horns and other species of 
milkweed important host plants for 
monarch butterflies. Monarch cater
pillars are immune to the poison, 
which they absorb as they feed on milk
weeds, making the insects unpalatable 
and poisonous to predators.  

In Texas, milkweeds are crucial to 
monarch survival because they are host 
plants for migrating generations com
ing up in the spring from wintering 
grounds in Mexico. Unlike the gener
ation before them, which made a one
generation journey south, successive 

generations make the journey north, 
and most of the first new generation 

starts in Texas.  

As rangeland gives way to develop
ment, the milkweeds that sustain the 

monarchs are dwindling. Federal and 
state land management agencies and 
the North American Pollinator 
Protection Campaign are taking an 

active role in public outreach, educa
tion and conservation by creating 

pollinator gardens that provide habi
tat for the monarch butterfly.  

They are encouraging gardeners 
who live along the migratory path of 
monarchs to plant milkweeds in their 
butterfly gardens.  

Carl Linnaeus named the genus after 

Asclepius, the Greek god of healing, 
because of the many folk-medicinal 
uses for the milkweed plants, primari
ly the roots, which were used to treat 
pleurisy. The subspecies name capricor
nu is Latin for antelope horn.  

The antelope horn flower is not a 
typical flower. It has extra parts; the 
most conspicuous part, the star-shaped 
ring of "horns," is made of highly mod
ified stamens. It is one of the few plants 
that package pollen into microscopic 
saddlebags called pollinia. The usually 
easy-to-find stigma, where pollen is
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deposited by insects, is tucked deep when the pollinator flies off.  
inside the flower. Pollination occurs in reverse when 

Sugar-laden nectaries at the base of the pollinator drops the pollinia off 
the flower attract visiting bees, wasps on the stigma as it roots around the 
and butterflies. As they make their way next flower in search o- nectar. * 

to the nectary, their feet or mou hparts 

snag the pollinia, pulling them free -Karen Clary 

From art & things a 

to fiddle strings 

MARCH 9, APRIL 13, MAY 11: Art UnHitched 
Art Market - Second Saturday each month, browse 
artists' booths, enjoy live nusic and culinary arts too.  

MAY 18: Texas Natural & Wes-ern Swing Festival 
True Texas music, art and food a I day and the Texas 
Western Hall of Fame show all -vening.  

s~ni)Hrces 
www.toursanmarcos.com 888.200.5620 
K1/toursanmarcos @TcurSar Marcos 
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H eavenly Haven 
Fort Boggy offers swimming and solitude in an emerald forest.

Thump, thump, thump! 
A woodpecker pounds on a tree off to 

my right as I begin my trip around the 
lake at Fort Boggy State Park. Clusters of 

bright red berries catch my eye as nearby 
tree branches drape over the still waters. I 

try to see the woodpecker, but the sound 
stops, then resumes. Farther down the 

trail, the path climbs abruptly, until 

splashes of green moss appear at the top.  
An oak trunk zigs to the right, then zags 
left and stabs its branches at the sky.  

All along the way, I pass densely packed 
trees, shrubs and grasses. Hardwood 

trunks cavort this way and that above a bed 

of evergreen understory. A warm blanket 

of silence wraps around me as a picnic 
table appears at another steep rise along 

the trail.  
Green growth shrouds everything until 

the lake reappears behind a clearing. The 

trail hugs the lake as it returns me to 

where I started.  
Without a doubt, hiking Fort Boggy 

offers a refuge of solitude. And even a

novice can hike all of the park's trails 

within a couple of hours.  
The park opened in 2001 with 1,847 

acres of land donated by Eileen Crain 

Sullivan. Somewhere in the vicinity (no 

one knows exactly where), Texas Rangers 

established a now-vanished log fort in 

1840 to protect settlers from raids by the

Whether it's a seven-pound bass or a seven-foot shark, one eye-level fight will 

hook you for life in an Ocean Kayak. They're designed by serious fishermen to 

give you the most thrilling battles you've ever experienced.

Fort Boggy's pavilion hosts family and 

group events. Anglers go after catfish, 

bass and trout in the lake.  

lozal Keechi and Kickapoo tribes.  

But Fort Boggy offers much more 

than history.  

"Swimming in the lake is by far the 

most popular activity here," says 

Superintendent Wes Hamilton.  

The lake also offers anglers a chance to 

catch blue catfish, largemouth bass and, 

after stocking in late January, rainbow 

and brown trout. The placid waters pro
vide easy travel for anglers who use 

kayaks to pursue their quarry. Those 

who'd like to fish but didn't bring the 

gear can take advantage of the park's 

tackle loaner program.  

Other visitors come just to look at 

nature. The park provides home for 60 

bird and 700 plant species. Hamilton 

says that he sees bobcats, white-tailed 

deer, painted buntings and wood ducks 

throughout the year. In spring, carpets of 

bluebonnets and other wildflowers bor

der the park trails.  

Park facilities include picnic tables and 

grills for spreads of ribs, burgers and hot 

dogs. In the spring and summer, families 

use the park's open pavilion for birthday 

parties, family reunions or wedding 

receptions. Fort Boggy State Park is locat

ed four miles south of Centerville on 

Texas Highway 75. It is open on weekends 

only from 8 a.m. to sunset. For more 

information, call (903) 344-1116 or go 

to www.texasstateparks.org. * 

-Walt Bailey
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Wart to capture an inspirational moment?

Taie your camera 
(and your kids) to a Texas State Park! 

Whether you capture the look on your child's face after 
catching her first f si, a magnificent sunset over the lake, 
or a surprise encour:er with wildlife ycu're sure to bring 
home treasured photographs - and memcries.  

Lie's better outside.
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S L L !~s MARK KLYM 

Cr 'fuplanting wi entice hummI gbId to hang out at your house.

SIGHTS & SOUNDS T[XAS PARKS& WILDLIFE V AD RADIO

Feb. 24-March 2: 
Fishing -lall of Famer 
~ommy Martin; office 
in the ocean; bird 
watching at Resaca 
de la Palma State 
Park; turkey hunting.  

March 3-9: 
Discover jellyfish; 50 
years ol trout 
stocking; Arroyo 
Veleno Wildlife Coop; 
birding 3entsen-Rio 
Grande Valley State 
Park; -lying tie Texas 
coast.  

March 10-16: 
Barrier island primer; 
Monu-nent Hill-

Kreische Brewery 
history; crossing the 
ocean to catch carp; 
rolling rivers.  

March 17-23: 
Pine restoration in 
parks; Hall of Fame 
angler Lonnie Stanley; 
Stephen F. Austin State 
Park; game warden 
stories; bird's eye view 
of Texas.  

March 24-30: 
Pitching in at Bastrop 
Stata Park; finding 
local fishing spots; 
Wynan Meinzer's 
West Texas 
photography.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE 
Winner of 12EmmyAwards,our television 
series is broadcast throughout Texas on local 
PBS effliates. In stereo with closed captions.  

wvww.tpwd state tx us/tv FR

_ _ _
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Passport to Texas is your guide tc the great Texas out
c oors. Ary time you tune in, you'll remember why you 
live Texas. Go to www.passporttotexas.org to find a 
station near voJ that airs the series.

PASSPORT TO TEXAS 

Join host Cecilia Nasti weekdays for a 

90-se~ond excursio- into the Texas outdoors.  

Find a station near you, or listen on the Web, all o+ 
www.passporttotexas.c-rg

Everybody loves hummingbirds.  
Whenever I mention them during a 
presentation, I see the room brighten 
with smiles on every face. Then I'm 
usually asked: "What can I do to 
attract them to my house?" 

Like all species, hummingbirds 
need habitat. A lone feeder in the 
middle of a yard with no plants 
around simply is not going to do the 
trick, regardless of what the person 
who sold you the feeder said. Food is 
just one element of the habitat puzzle.  
Water, shelter and space are also nec
essary if hummingbirds are going to 
utilize your yard for more than a 

quick rest stop on their way through.  

Habitat begins with plants. When 

selecting plants - which will contribute 
to both the food and shelter needs of 
the animal - always emphasize native 

species. A plant you saw hummingbirds 

using during your Belize vacation may 

not succeed in Texas. Select appropri
ate plants that will meet the needs in 

your garden and that will thrive in your 

current location.  

Hummingbird food plants are often 
summarized as red, trumpet-shaped 

flowers. While that is true of some 

hummingbird plants, it's not the end 
of the story. Hummingbirds will feed 

on any plant that is colorful and 

offers nectar.  
Lantana urticoides (our common Texas 

lantana) is not necessarily red-flow

ered, nor does it have a particularly 
noticeable trumpet-shaped flower, 
but it is frequented by humming
birds. Similarly, esparanza (Tacoma 

stans) is trumpet-shaped, but its other 

common name - yellow bells - does 

not indicate a red flower.  
Some plants frequented by hum

mingbirds - huisache (Acacia smallii) or 

Texas olive (Cordia boissieri), for exam
ple - have neither red nor trumpet
shaped flowers. Careful observation, 

careful reading and talking to other 

enthusiasts can lead the gardener to a 
wide variety of plants that can be used 

successfully to provide food in a hum

mingbird garden.  

Please forget pesticides if you want 
these birds to truly thrive in your gar
den. Insects are an important compo-
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ortant elements needed 

nent of the hummingbird diet.  

The plants you select for food will 
provide a good starting point for 
your shelter, but more plants will 
only enhance the effect. Think 
about assembling lasagna when 
selecting your plants: Choose plants 
that will offer layers of shelter for the 
birds at all levels of the natural land
scape. Structure is provided by the 
habit, height and character of the 
plants. Combinations of wildflow
ers, brush, short trees, tall trees, 

vines and grasses - and don't forget 
ground cover - serve to enhance the 

garden's value to hummingbirds.  

Water is critical to humming

birds. Misters working in concert 
with your plants - clamped to one 

plant and moistening ancther 

make a great place for humming
birds to bathe and drink. Tey will 
attend still water, but moving water 

is much more effective.  
Don't crowd hummingbirds.  

Give them space. This combination 

should provide you many hours of 
hummingbird enjoyment. *
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D a ' Sin the F ie l /By Cynthia Walker Pickens 

DESTIIATION. BIG SPRING 

TRAVEL TIME FROM: 
AUSTIN - 5 hours / BROWNSVILLE - 8.75 hours / DALLAS - 4.25 hours 
HOUSTON - 7.25 hours ; SAN ANTONIO - 4.75 hours / LUBBOCK - 2 hours / EL PASO - 5 hours 

Stopover at Big Spring 
This historic crossroads still offers a place for travelers to refres themselves.

Big Spring has been a stopover on many journeys 
throughout the ages.  

Ancient travelers were drawn here by the original big 

spring, a precious water source for botz humans and ani

mals (including bison and mustangs) cn these semiarid 

plains. Both Comanche and Shawnee Indians visited the 

spring. In 1849, Capt. Randolph B. Marcy marked the 

spring as a campsite on the Overland Trail to California. It 

was also a stop on the Santa Fe Trail, which ran between 

Fort Smith, Ark., and El Paso.  

Buffalo hunters settled around the spring in the 1870s, but 

after completion of the Texas and Pacific Railroad tracks a few 

miles north, the community shifted in that direction.  

Nowadays, travelers pass through Big Spring on highways, 

stopping at a convenience store for refreshment instead of at 

the spring, then moving on to destinations north and south,

east and west. My daughter and I, however, have decided to 

make this historic crossroads our destination.  

As we explore Big Spring State Park's scenic overlook on 

our first evening, toting our fast-food supper, we are amazed 

by how far we can see. We find a flat rock, check it for snakes 

(as directed by the sign at the entrance), pull out our sand

wiches and savor the view. Big Spring spreads out below us, 

with its lights winking on. Far, far to the west, the sun is set

ting. This is definitely big sky country.  

On Saturday, the Heritage Museum of Big Spring is first on 

our agenda. Administrative assistant CherylJoy directs us to a 

seasonally appropriate Halloween exhibit downstairs and to 

the permanent exhibits upstairs.  

We ooh and aah as we enter the first exhibit room upstairs: 

it is full of dolls! My mother-in-law collects them, so we scur

ry around looking for any we recognize. One of the dolls has
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a very creepy stare, so we stay out 

of her line of sight. I show my 
daughter the contents of one 

pullout drawer: doll-making 
items, including loose eyeballs 
and a mold for a doll's head.  

A collection of longhorn 
horns adorns a back wall and 

features a i01/2-foot-long pair, 
listed in the Guinness Book of Records.
Next to this exhibit is a nook 
dedicated to Patricia McCormick, a beautiful female bullfighter 
from Big Spring who fought more than 300 bulls over a 10
year span in the '50s and '

6
0s. An extensive collection of 

phonographs and gramophones fills one room, while other 
displays showcase Big Spring's history, including its beginnings 
as a railroad town and the boom that followed the discovery of 
oil nearby in 1926.  

Next, we tour the Potton House, operated by the museum 

and located a few blocks away. Joseph and Mary Potton built 
the Victorian house in 1901 for their retirement, utilizing 

reclaimed railroad materials obtained through Joseph's work as 
master mechanic at the railyard. For instance, the porch posts 
are made of galvanized iron pipes. The docent tells us the 
house contained the first indoor bathroom in Big Spring.  

(Request Potton House tours at the museum.) 

Earlier at the museum, I had asked Joy if she knew the 
whereabouts of a sandhill crane sanctuary in town. After rum

maging in the museum's closet, she found a card with direc
tions to the refuge. We pull in to the first overlook at 4 p.m.  
By naked eye, we see no birds. But when I look through 
binoculars - bingo! Large grayish birds are wading in the 
shallow water on the far side of One Mile Lake. Sandhill 
cranes overwinter here, migrating far northward for their 

summer breeding season.  
We decide to check out the other overlook. Driving away, I 

glance to our left and see a big field with two deer feeders 
and 30 sandhill cranes milling about. I pull over for a closer

fFL 
V '~, 

1 I

lock. My daughter retrieves my tripod, only to discover a cru
cia part missing. Ala, the trials of an amateur photographer.  

Down a one-lane, one-way street, past houses fortified 

with window bars, we find the second overlook. It is indeed 
closer to the -ake, bu: a little scary, and the cranes are still far 

away. My daughter clambers over rocks to the muddy edge of 
the lake. urging me to follow. She snaps some photos of wu1at 
look like crane tracks. Then we spend quality time cleaning 
mead off our shoes.  

Later -hat afternoon we trek to Comanche Trail Park and 
Lake. This ci-y-owned 400-acre park provides myriad 
recreational options: 18-hole golf course, tennis courts, disc 
golf course, Like and bike trail, playground, fishing lake, 
picnic areas, water park and amphitheater. The park is also 
home to the b-g spring, our first stop. Although the original 
spring ran dry years ago, Comanche Trail Lake feeds the 
spring pool today. We explore and say hello to a few turtles, 
and then glance up and down the hike and bike trail that 
passes by - does that count as exercise? 

Sure it toes. By car, we strike out in search of the park's 

amphit heater, where a music festival is under way. The 6,900
seat amphitheater is mostly empty but very impressive. From 

the stage, rock benctacs, row upon gently curving row, march 

uFwards. Cut limestone covers the entire hill. West Fest fea

tures local performer,, and we listen to a few, but soon realize
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our stomachs are rum

bling; it's time for dinner.  

After fueling up, we are 

bound for the Big Spring 

Bowl-a-Rama! My daugh

ter has bowled once in her 

life; I've not bowled in 

years. I'm enticed by the 
old-fashioned name and 

the promise of "cosmic 

bowling" starting at 9 p.m.  

Bowlers of all ages fill

-

the modern, bustling alley; we check out shoes, find a ball 

and join them. Two games later, my daughter has trounced 

me soundly (in my defense, she did have bumpers). We turn 

in our shoes, and my daughter races a video game car around 

its track, crashing into palm trees and other cars. At 9, black 

lights and spinning disco balls illuminate the lanes. It's just as 

well that we've already finished; the flashing lights would have 

made my abysmal performance even worse.  

Sunday finds us once again at the state park, hiking the 

nature trail on a beautiful fall morning. A large fenced enclo

sure lies next to the trailhead. I speculate this might be home 

to the park's prairie dogs, but none show their heads to prove 

me right. Superintendent Ron Alton tells me later that 

prairie dogs have not inhabited the park in more than tO 
years. However, they are abundant at the municipal airpark 

below. The short nature trail leads up the mountain, wander

ing past interesting plants and revealing lovely vistas.  

Three ecological regions merge here in Howard County: 

the Edwards Plateau to the south, the western Rolling Plains 

to the north and east, and the southern High Plains (or 

Llano Estacado) to the north, so the area hosts a variety of 

plants and animals. We scare off any animals with our chatter, 

but do see lots of mesquite, redberry juniper. shin oak, 
prickly pear and small flowers.  

After our hike, we cruise the scenic three-mile loop up to 

the park's headquarters, closed today. Nearby, a CCC-built 

pavilion and large play area showcase a near 270-degree 

panoramic view. I see why early travelers stopped here. Not 

only was water nearby, the mountain provided an extremely 

good vantage point. Lookouts could have seen dust trails 

miles away.  

It's time to go home, and sadly, we must leave two things 

undone. The Hangar 25 Air Museum commemorates the Big 

Spring Army Air Force Bombardier School, operational here 

from 1942 to 1945, and Webb Air Force Base, activated in

1951 and decommissioned in 1977. Nearly 6,ooo students 

graduated from the bombardier school.  

Big Spring's 1930s art-deco Hotel Settles has reopened after 

being closed for decades. The gorgeous renovation closely fol

lowed the hotel's original blueprints while updating the build

ing with modern conveniences.  

On our way out of town, we stcp to picnic at Comanche 

Trail Park, where a huge crowd of geese and ducks are 

paddling at the edge of the lake. When I step out to take a 

pIcture of this peaceful scene, the crowd (with lots of 

splashing, honking and wing flapping) rushes at me. I 

scurry back to the car. My daughter is not so timid. She 

spends the next 20 minutes alternating between eating 

her lunch and sharing it with the flock. They seem to be 

fond of wheat crackers and blackberries.  

These moments - sitting by the lake on a lovely fall day, 

with ducks quacking and geese honking, sunlight sparkling off 

the water and a silhouetted fisherman across the way leisurely 

casting while wandering back and forth - are the perfect end

ing to our girls' weekend.  

As we head south, passing pump jacks playing hide-and

seek behind mesquite trees and white wind giants standing 

sentinel over the countryside, we agree that Big Spring is 

much more than just a stopover; it is a worthy destination. * 

DETAILS: 
* Big Spring State Park: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/bigspring 
* Heritage Museum of Big Spring: wwvw.heritagebigspring.com 
* Comanche Trail Park: www.mybigspring.com/pages 

/ParksAndRecreation 
* Big Spring Bowl-a-Rama: www.bigspringbowlarama.com 
* Hangar 25 Air Museum www.hangar25airmuseum.com 
* City of Big Spring: wwwmybigspring.com/pages 

/local-attractions 
a Hotel Settles: www.hotelsettles.com
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Texas has about 20 lakes 
used to supply cooling water 
for electric generating plants 
that also furnish good public 
opportunities for fishing.  
These lakes offer anglers a 
cure for the midwinter crazies 
that can strike as a result of 
too-short days, too much 
televised sports and too 
much couch time.

Admit it: After a couple of wintry 

months spent not fishing, seeing Bill 

Dance pull a big old bass or catfish out 

of the water and wave it in front of the 

TV camera makes you want to just 

snatch it out of his hand and smack him 

in the kisser with it.  

When you reach that point, it's time 

to head for a warm power plant lake to 

catch some fish yourself. Not just any 

lake will do, though. Those that mainly 

supply power during peak demand 

periods may not operate enough during 

winter to heat the water. Here's a sam

pling of lakes you might want to try.  

Coleto Creek Reservoir near 

Victoria supports some great fisheries, 

especially for largemouth bass and white 

crappie. It has complex and diverse 

habitat consisting of both native and 

exotic vegetation favored by fish.  

"The beauty of the fishery is you can 

target and catch bass in a variety of 

ways," says TPWD Inland Fisheries biol

ogist Greg Binion. "Early in the morn

ing, target main lake points and vegeta

tion with top-waters, buzzbaits, lipless 

crankbaits and spinner baits. Fish pock

ets of vegetation in timber flats with 

Texas-rigged lizards and other creature 

baits. In deep-water habitats, use

Carolina rigs and deep-diving 

crankbaits. Keep an eye on the sonar 

for balls of shad. Locate the shad and 

you will find the bass." 

For crappie, Binion suggests fishing 

the outside edge of timber flats adjacent 

to creek and river channels and the 

Coletoville Road bridge. Live minnows 

seem to work best.  

Near San Antonio, biologist John 

Dennis recommends Lakes Calaveras 

and Braunig for winter catfishing.  

"Catfishing is good all year long all over 

Calaveras," he says. "On Braunig, the 

hot-water discharges next to the jetty and 

under the bridge at the end of the west 

end of the reservoir are good spots." 

I can personally attest to the quality 

of catfishing on both Calaveras and 

Braunig. On one trip to Calaveras, we 

tied up along the rock riprap lining 

the intake canal and baited up with 

cheese bait.  

If you've never tried cheese bait, 

you're in for an experience. Basically it 

is rotted cheese mixed with some sort of 

binder to help it stay on the hook, such 

as cattails, and perhaps additional fla

voring like garlic, blood or ground-up 

fish parts. It's also commonly called 

stink bait, and you'll quickly know why.
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At Fayette County Reservoir 
near La Grange, below, the 
power plant elevates the water 
temperature and keeps bass 
active in winter. At right, the 
weather is cold but the fishing 
is hot at Lake Arlington.  

I .  
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Where to go 
Power plant lakes offer good fishing in colder weather months.  
The best -ime to fish these lakes is when they are generating power. Power 
generation arms the water and provides current, which makes the fish more 
active. Fird E ist of popular power plant lakes and links to those lakes with this 
story or ine at www.tpwmagazine.com.
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Fayette County Reservoir, left, is 
known for its largemouth bass.  
Lake Calaveras, above, where 
some anglers fish from the 
Crappie Wall, is a prime spot for 
catfish and red drum.  

Another name is punch bait, because the easiest way to get it on the hook - and not 

on your hands - is to punch the hook into the bait using a tool such as a stick or 

screwdriver with a notch in the end. It's nasty, but catfish love it.  

We were fishing our baits under bobbers set four or five feet deep, and it didn': 

take long for the action to start. One of the neat things about catfish is that if you 

m catch one, you'll probably catch a bunch in the same spot. The smell of tie stink 

M bait in the water draws them in, and the more times you rebait, the more scent you 

o add to the water.  

o You can also increase the olds of attracting fish by chumming the area with 

n soured wheat or corn. Just fill a plastic bucket with tight-fitting lid about half-full 

of grain, finish filling it with water, snap on the lid and let it sit in the sun for about 

a week. (Note from experience: Do NOT let the bucket tip over and spill inside 

your vehicle, unless you like traveling alone with the windows down.) Experienced 

D catfishers often bait several "holes" in an area before returning to the first to fish, 
. then going on to the others in rotation when the bite slows.  

Braunig furnished what remains one of my all-time best catfishing trips. We 

a anchored up as close as permitted to the dam and fished cheese bait with a sinker 

m and no bobber along the wng-wall leading to the gates. Big channel cats were 

u stacked along the wall and were only too happy to bite. The four of us finished the 

M day with 28 fish that overfilled a 100-quart ice chest.  

Can you say tartar sauce, hush puppies and French fries? 

Both Braunig and Calaveras are also known for their red drum fisheries, which 

v tend to be most productive in the heat of summer. However, fish can be caught any
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Squaw Creek Reservoir, above, a power - plant lake 
southwest of Fort Worth, has a gox population 
of channel catfish. Lake Braunig, in South Texas, 
attracts anglers for its catfish and rc drum.  

34 * MARCH 2013



time of year trolling crankbaits, rattle

traps, spoons or grubs under downrig

gers. On Calaveras, the structure across 

the intake channel known as the 

Crappie Wall is a favorite spot with 

anglers. You can tie up to the wall and 

stand on it while fishing, but be sure to 

wear your PFD when out of the boat.  

The wall is just wide enough to stand on 

and scootch past another person, and 

when a 30-inch-plus redfish slams a 

tiny gold spoon, you'd better have your 

feet firmly planted.  

Hybrid striped bass are also present 

in both reservoirs. Fishing for them 

tends to be better in the warmer 

months, but in winter concentrate on 

the hot-water discharge areas. You 

may also find them holding at the base 

of the dam. Tie up to the floating 

boom blocking the approach to the 

dam and cast a slab as close to the 

concrete wall as possible. The trick is 

to wait to reel until after you've count

ed to 15. The slab has to sink down to 

them. Then it's reel, set the hook and 
hang on.  

South of Dallas-Fort Worth, Squaw 

Creek Reservoir is a catfishing dream 

in winter.  

"The channel catfish population is 

one of the best in Central Texas," says 

fisheries biologist Michael Baird. "It 

boasts the highest catch rate of any of 

the surrounding reservoirs and has a 

balanced population, with good num

bers of larger fish in good-to-excellent 

body condition. Fish up to 28 inches 
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are not uncommon." 

Angler access at Squaw Creek is limit

ed. It is open to bank fishing within 

Squaw Creek Park from 7 a.m. to 4 

p.m. Thursday through Sunday; boaters 

are allowed on the lake during those 

hours on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  

"Typical catfish rigs and baits work 

well in this reservoir, and fish can be 

found in normal haunts such as sub

merged outcroppings, mouths of 

creeks, submerged boulders, laydowns

and flooded timber," Baird says.  

In general, anglers experienced in 

fishing power plant lakes look for warm 

water, current and baitfish. Many rec

ommend seeking places where water 

temperatures are in the 6 0s. And the 

worse the weather, the better the fish

ing, some say.  

Besides, any day spent catching fish 

yourself is better than watching some

one else do it on television.  

Take that, Bill Dance. *

Not Your Grandfather's Lakes 
Just as today's fishing boats are a far cry from the aluminum percussion instruments 

your grandfather used, power plant lakes are a breed apart from the typical cold-water 
reservoir. And I'm not talking about the fishing.  

The water in power plant lakes remains warm in winter. That has some unintended con
sequences you need to think about.  

Warm water means good winter fishing, so many power plant lakes will be hosting tour
naments on weekends during winter. Most power plant lakes are fairly small. If you don't 
fish tournaments and don't want to be where one is going on, fish during the week.  

Warm water plus cold air temperatures equals fog. Navigating a boat through heavy fog 
is like trying to walk inside a giant marshmallow, but far more dangerous. Since you don't 
want to spend time breaking ice off your rod guides anyway, wait until the sun has time to 
burn the fog off and warm up the air a bit.  

Wind blowing across warm water may be warmer than wind blowing across cold water, 
but this wind will still be cold. Layer warm, waterproof clothing and wear a ski-type mask 
to protect your ears and nose.  

Water temperatures will be highest at the outfall from the power plant and drop the far
ther away you get. Fish can be picky about where they hang out - after all, they can go 
just about anywhere they want to in a lake, so why would they be where they are not most 
comfortable? You may need to prospect around a bit to find the places where the fish are 
located on a particular day. Pay attention to the water temperature and depth information 
on your fish finder and get in the fishes' comfort zone.  

Not all power plants generate all the time, which is why most of the power plant lakes in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area are not on the list of power plant lakes to fish. These plants are 
used mainly to supply power during times of peak demand, which in Texas generally 
means during the summer. They may not operate enough during winter to warm the 
water to any appreciable degree.  

When a plant is operating, the intake and discharge of water creates current, and cur
rent can be a key to success in fishing, especially if you are targeting bass. Fish tend to 
prefer to lie in wait on the edge of a current and let it bring food to them. Find the current 
and fish the "seam" where moving and still water meet, or fish around rocks, walls, lay
downs or other structure that water is moving past. Again, fish tend to hang out on the 
downstream side of structure and wait for food to drift by. Present your bait so that it 
moves with the flow and at the same speed as the flow.  

Finally, warm water year-round means aquatic vegetation flourishes just as fish do, and 
you don't want to transport invasive species from one lake to another. Help protect the 
waters you fish by thoroughly cleaning your boat, trailer and vehicle. Dispose of any vege
tation in a dumpster before leaving the ramp area. If you need help identifying invasive 
plant or animal species, visit www.texasinvasives.org.
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A blue catfish from 
Lake Waco.
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It all started 
with Ethel.

0 w' 

- , 

"We've been so bass
focused for so many 

years:" Terre says.  
"What would happen 
if we promoted Texas 

as a destination for 
catfish fishing?"

In 1986, Mark Stevenson caught a 

record-breaking largemouth bass from 

Lake Fork. Weighing in at 17.67 

pounds, his fish was the first entry in 

the ShareLunker program. Ethel, as she 

was named, became a legend in the fish 

P world. She drew thousands of visitors to 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department's 

old Tyler Fish Hatchery and lived out 

her retirement years in a display aquari

um at the first Bass Pro Shops store in 

Springfield, Mo. Ethel's celebrity gen

erated public support for hatchery pro

grams and conservation-minded regu

lations. You could say she helped create 

the world-class bass fishery that Texas 

enjoys today.  

In 2004, Cody Mullenix landed a 

blue catfish that made Ethel look like 

small fry. Caught with a rod and reel at 

Lake Texoma, the 121.5-pound fish set 

a new world record and beat the previ

ous Texas record by several pounds.  

"Splash" found a new home in the Dive 

Theater aquarium at TPWD's Texas 

Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens.  

Visitation increased by almost half that 

year. People came in droves to go eye

to-eye with the huge fish and see her eat 

chicken quarters from a diver's hand.  

Splash died in December 2005, and 

her passing was widely mourned.  

Could Splash do for Texas catfishing 

what Ethel did for bass? Dave Terre, 

chief of Fisheries Management and 

Research for TPWD's Inland Fisheries 

Division, sees possibilities.  

"We've got some awesome catfish 

populations in our lakes," says Terre, 

who has compared Texas fishery surveys 

with those from other states.  

Catfish also do well in rivers and 

urban ponds. In fact, they're found just

about any place you find fresh water in 

Texas, and surveys suggest 75 percent of 

our anglers fish for catfish at least some 

of the time.  

Despite their abundance and popu

larity, catfish haven't been studied and 

managed as intensively as bass. Terre 

and his staff are out to change that.  

They're working on a long-term strate

gic plan to make better use of an exist

ing resource and explore ways to better 

serve catfish anglers' needs.  

"We've been so bass-focused for so 

many years," Terre says. "What would 

happen if we promoted Texas as a desti

nation for catfish fishing?" 

One thing is already apparent: It 

won't be a "one size fits all" kind 

of plan.  

Texas is home to three catfish species 

targeted by recreational anglers: chan

nel, blue and flathead cats. We also 

have black and yellow bullheads, two 

smaller members of the catfish family.  

Each species has its own food prefer

ences, preferred habitats and quirks to 

challenge anglers. Populations may 

develop differently depending on 

where they live.  

"One thing about catfish, they're 

very adaptable," Terre says. "They do 

well in reservoirs with fluctuating water 

levels, which I think we'll see more of 

in the future." He says biologists have a 

lot to learn about stream-dwelling cat

fish, and more knowledge in that area 

will contribute to a growing focus on 

river fishing.  

Catfish anglers themselves are a 

mixed lot, "as diverse as the fisheries 

are," says John Tibbs, a biologist at 

TPWD's Waco field office. "You've got 

trophy fishermen. You've got urban
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A young angler nets a 
channel catfish at 

Fayette County Reservoir. .rteI
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A 2010 survey of 
Texas catfish anglers 

indicates that most 
pursue their quarry 
with a rod and reel.  

However, trotlines, jug 
lines and throw lines 

also have their 
advocates. Channel, 

blue and flathead 
cats are the only 

game fish that can 
legally be taken by 

those methods. As of 
June 2011, hand 

fishing or "noodling" 
for catfish is also 

legal in Texas.

fishermen. You've got people that just 

want to catch a bunch and fry 'em up.  

All of those are good." 

A 2010 survey of Texas catfish anglers 

indicates that most pursue their quarry 

with a rod and reel. However, trotlines, 

jug lines and throw lines also have their 

advocates. Channel, blue and flathead 

cats are the only game fish that can 

legally be taken by those methods. As of 

June 2011, hand fishing or "noodling" 

for catfish is also legal in Texas.  

The angler survey, conducted by 

TPWD in cooperation with Mississippi 

State University, was an important step 

in the strategic plan.  

"Our first goal was to understand 

how anglers use the catfish in our state, 
find out what's important to them and 

build our management plan around it," 

Terre explains.  

Anglers responding to the survey fell 

into four broad groups: 

- Casual anglers who seek outdoor 

fun n pleasant surroundings and 

aren't too picky about what kind of 

fish they catch.  

- Numbers and size anglers looking 

for action. They want to catch more 

and bigger fish.  

- Numbers and harvest anglers, prima

rily interested in catching fish to eat.  

This is the largest group. On average, 

these people are older, have been fish

ing longer and are more likely to use 

passive fishing methods like jug lines.  

-Size anglers aiming for a trophy catch.  

A majority of respondents live in or 

near large cities. All groups prefer 

fishing spots that are close to home 

but provide a break from the busy 

urban environment.  

"They want to fish in places that give 

them a sense of privacy or solitude, 

but they want access to piers, bath

rooms and boat ramps," reports 

Warren Schlechte, a researcher at 

TPWD's Heart of the Hills Fisheries 

Science Center.  

TPWD's Neighborhood Fishin' 

Program, supported by business and 

government partners, targets urban 

anglers with frequent stocking of chan

nel catfish in neighborhood ponds.  

The program currently serves 15 lakes 

in nine metropolitan areas. The 

department hopes to find additional
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Catfish ID Basics 
Anglers in Texas primarily fish for 

and catch three species of catfish.  
Channel and blue catfish are easily 
distinguished from flathead catfish 
by their forked tail and generally 
lighter and uniform color. Flatheads 
do not have a forked tail, and 
appearance is usually a mottled 
brownish color.  

One noticeable difference 
between channel and blue catfish is 
that channels usually have spots.  
Spots may not be present in small
er young (or older large) channel 
catfish, which makes identification 
more challenging.  

Fortunately, the shape of their 
anal fins can be used to distinguish 
the two species, no matter the size 
or age. The margin of a channel 
catfish's anal fin is rounded in 
shape. For blue catfish, the anal 
fin's outer margin is straight. The 
more technical solution is to count 
the hard bone-like structures, 
called rays, within the anal fin.  
Channels have 24 to 29 rays, and 
blues have 30 to 35.  

Flathead catfish can be confused 
with yellow and black bullheads, 
two other catfishes that are infre
quently caught in Texas. Bullheads 
do not grow as large as flatheads, 
rarely reaching a length of over 12 
to 16 inches. Flatheads can be dis
tinguished from bullheads by 
examining the fish with its mouth 
closed. A flathead's lower jaw 
extends far beyond the upper jaw in 
all but the very smallest fish. A bull
head's lower jaw does not extend 
past the upper jaw.  

Do you and your friends catch 
catfish that you refer to as "yellow 
cats," "Opelousas" or "mudcats" 
and have trouble finding identifica
tion hints or harvest regulations? 
There are a couple of explanations 
for that. The first is that you are 
most likely catching flathead cat
fish (bullheads are sometimes 
called mudcats). The second is that 
all identification keys and TPWD 
regulations use the accepted com
mon names of fishes as deter
mined by scientists in the American 
Fisheries Society.  

- Ken Kurzawski
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Clockwise from top left: 
Tournament angler Jason 

Cummings practices 
catch-and-release with a 

blue catfish at Lake Waco; 
Dalton Cummings waits 

patiently for his line to 
twitch; a young angler 

admires his nice catch; a 
catfish's barbels help it 

find food in murky water.
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funding sources to add more locations.  
The survey also showed that catfish 

anglers are very "harvest-oriented," as 
Terre puts it. Even the size anglers, 

who may practice catch-and-release 

more often, say they keep about half of 
their catch. "People want to catch 

something they can take home and eat.  
We are absolutely going to provide 
that," Terre says.  

A good fish for eating, most anglers 

suggested, would be 14 to 17 inches 
long. A trophy catfish would be 

something over 30 inches. Of all the 
four groups, the size anglers appear 
to be least satisfied with current cat
fishing opportunities.  

Can Texas manage for more big cat

fish while still providing ample oppor
tunities for people who just want a few 
fish for dinner? 

One experiment is already under way.  
In September 2oog, TPWD put a 30
to 45-inch slot limit on blue catfish in 
lakes Lewisville, Richland Chambers 
and Waco. Anglers can harvest up to 25 

blue cats that measure 30 inches or less 
per day, but only one that's 45 inches 
or larger. Anything between 30 and 45 
inches must be put back in those lakes.  
Biologists will monitor the lakes to 
gauge the effects of the new limit.  

Tibbs, one of three field biologists 
on the project, explains why those 
lakes were selected for the experimen

tal slot limit. All were known as good 
catfishing locations, popular with jug
liners and trotliners as well as pole
and-line anglers. Each has been 
known to produce blue catfish over 45 
inches, the upper end of the slot limit.  
Apart from those similarities, the lakes 
are different sizes and have different 
management histories. Richland 

Chambers was stocked with blue cat
fish fingerlings in 1988. Waco has 
been stocked more recently; Lewisville 
was never officially stocked.  

A slot limit "is one potential sce
nario, a way of encouraging growth of 

trophy fish, while still allowing relatively 
unrestricted harvest of smaller fish," 

says Tibbs. "With three reservoirs in the 
study, we should get a good idea of 
where it works and where it doesn't." 

The study will run through 2016, but 
"we are already getting reports of suc

cess from anglers," Tibbs says. "For

example, on Lake Waco I have gotten 
multiple reports this year from people 
catching fish above the slot limit. Prior 
to that, very few." 

He's heard good reports about 

Richland Chambers and Lewisville, 

too, but there's no conclusive evidence 

yet. It could simply mean that more 

trophy-oriented anglers are fishing 

those lakes.  

"Just putting the slot limit in effect 
interests some people enough to go and 

try it out," he says.  
Whatever the results of the slot-limit 

project, it will be just one piece of a 
new approach to managing catfish fish
eries in Texas.  

"It's kind of a new frontier for fish

eries management types," says Terre.  
"We can learn from the things we did 
for bass, and maybe even do them bet
ter for catfish." *

"People want to catch 
something they can 
take home and eat.  
We are absolutely 
going to provide 
that:' Terre says.

Catfish Regulations 
Statewide Limits 
" Channel and blue catfish - minimum length 12 inches; daily bag 25 fish 

in combination.  
" Flathead catfish - minimum length 18 inches; daily bag five fish.  
" Bullheads - no length or daily bag limits.  

Exceptions to Statewide Regulations 
Community Fishing Lakes 
* For channel and blue catfish, no minimum length; daily bag limit is five fish 

in combination.  
- Pole and line is the only fishing method allowed. Anglers fishing from a dock, pier 

or other manmade structure in a state park, or in any community fishing lake 
that is not part of a state park, are limited to two poles per person.  

Catfish Slot Lakes 
(Lewisville, Richland Chambers and Waco) 

- 30- to 45-inch slot limit on blue catfish. Anglers may keep blue cats measuring 
30 inches or less or 45 inches and longer, but only one fish above the slot limit 
can be retained per day. Channel catfish are subject to the 12-inch minimum 
length, and the combined daily bag limit for blue and channel cats is 25 fish.  

Texas-Louisiana Border Waters 
(Caddo Lake, Toledo Bend Reservoir and 
Sabine River downstream of Toledo Bend) 

" Channel and blue catfish - no minimum length; combined daily bag and posses
sion limit 50 fish, of which no more than five can be 20 inches or longer.  

" Flathead catfish - minimum length 18 inches; daily bag and possession limit 
10 fish.  

Special catfish regulations are also in effect on lakes Bellwood, Dixieland, Kirby, 
Livingston, Palestine, Tankersley and Texoma, the North and South Concho River 
in San Angelo and a section of the Trinity River below Lake Livingston. See 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/regulations/fish-hunt/fish/freshwaterexceptions.phtml
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IT'S A MUGGY BUGGY AFTERNOON 
INAN EAST Tl!XAS MARSH. WHILE 
HUNGRY ALLIGATORS LURK 
NEARBY THE "GATOR BOYS" JUMP 
OUT OF tHE BOAT TO SCRAMBLE 
AROUND WITH ROTTEN CHICKEN 
- ALL PART OF THE FUN OF 
GATOR HUNTING.

Clockwise from top 
left: Spencer Burke 

positions his chicken 
bait just right, the 

hunters tag their catch; 
anticipation fills the air 

on the morning boat 
ride to check the lines; 

the hunters pull a 
captured gator into 

their boat,

It's mid-September at the J.D.  

Murphree Wildlife Management Area 

near Port Arthur, time for the annual 

public alligator hunt. During September.  

100 or so lucky hunters win the chance to 

come out to this wild and remote coastal 

marsh habitat to try to hook, tussle and 

land an American alligator.  

After a classroom orientation, long 

cane poles, 300-pound test line, some 

rather large hooks and that rotten 

chicken are loaded on to the boats.  

Hunting buddies Spencer Burke, 

Terry Scull and Scott Moore are off to 

look for just the right spot.  

J.D. Murphree has some of the best 

gator habitat in Texas. It's 24,000 
acres of prime coastal marsh with 

meandering oxbows, canals, managed 

wetland impoundments and tidal lakes.  

First stop for the gator boys is the dead 

end of a long canal, deep in the marsh.  

"I think this spot's good," says Burke, 

who has the most experience in this 

gator game. "We've got wind direction 

that will carry the scent down the 

canal, and we've actually got a gator 

down there looking at us right now." 

The plan is to dangle a huge hook 

with chicken on it just above the water.  

Not just any chicken - this stuff is 

days old, baked in the hot Texas sun, 

rotten and rancid. The smell is so 

strong and powerful, it's sure to 

attract any hungry gator from miles 

away. Burke is mighty particular when 

it comes to poultry placement.  

"I like putting bait about 18 inches

above the water," he says. "Hopefully, 

we'll catch a little bit bigger gator put

ting it that high above the water. If you 

put it too low to the water, the small 

gators will knock it down. If you put it 

too close, even turtles can get to it." 

Positioning the cane pole deep in the 

levee bank is tough. Only first-time 

hunter Scull is brave enough (or per

haps naive enough) to actually get in 

the water to try to dig it in just right.  

"Alligator hunting is not like any

thing else I've ever done," Scull says.  

"You know, it's not like fishing or 

hunting. You want it to be like that, 

but you're dealing with an animal that 

can potentially injure you or bite you 

while you're pulling him in or trying 

to get him in the boat. It makes 

you anxious.  

The hook-and-line setup belongs to 

Moore, who's happy to help, but only 

from the safety of the levee bank.  

"It's something unique and differ

ent," Moore explains. "We're out in a 

harsh environment with mosquitoes, 

alligators and snakes. The adrenaline 

rush is way more than deer hunting or 

anything else, because you're after 

something that can actually get you."

Each hunter is allowed one setup, so 

the guys have two more spots to find. It 

all looks like prime gator habitat 

runs sliding down off the levee banks, 

plenty of gators eyeballing the guys as 

they motor their boat through the 

canal. As the sun starts to fade on the 

day, they decide to place the other two 

sets within a mile of their first spot.  

Scull likes his location.  

"If we were alligators, this is where 

we'd live," he says. "You see the alliga

tor shows on TV, and this is exactly 

what it looks like." 

Burke saves some rotten chicken 

marinade to chum up his setup.  

"Upwind is better than downwind," 

says Scull. "Oh, that smells terrible." 

Burke laughs. "That's perfect!" 

IT'S BEEN A ROUGH FIVE YEARS 
for the J.D. Murphree Wildlife Man

agement Area. Hurricane Ike flooded 

the marsh with saltwater in 2008. That 

was followed by severe drought that 

contributed to poor habitat conditions 

through 2012.  

"Ike came through and really affected

"IF WE WERE ALLIGATORS THIS IS 
WHE WED LIE YO S EH 
A LLIG ATOR SH OWS ON TV, AND T HIS 
IS EX ACT LY W HAT IT LOOKS LIKE."
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WHILE OUTFITTERS CHARGE THOUSANDS OF 
DOLLARS TO TAKE CLIENTS ONA GUIDED 
ALLIGATOR HUNT,THE PUBLIC HUNT IS FAR 
LESS COSTLY. AS PART OF THE TPWD PUBLIC 
HUNT DRAWING SYSTEM, INTERESTED 
ALLIGATOR HUNTERS CAN CHOOSE FROM 
FIVE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENTAREAS.

the alligator populations," says Andrew 

Peters, a biologist at Murphree. "Our 

leveed impoundments (which offered 

great alligator habitat) were over

topped with saltwater, causing the alli

gator population to decrease rapidly.  

Our allgator numbers were down for 

a few years, but since then, we've 

recovered quite well." 

Peters says it's taken until now for 

the damaged marsh grasses to recov

er, and the wildlife management area 

is now back to pre-Ike alligator num

bers. Today, it has two to three alliga-

tors per acre.  

"The wetland impoundments 

almost offer a super habitat for alli

gators," he explains. "The levees are 

high - that allows for great nesting 

areas for alligators. The deep water 

acts as a safe haven for alligators to 

use during drought and cold." 

While outfitters charge thousands of 

dollars to take clients on a guided alli

gator hunt, the public hunt is far less 

costly. As part of the TPWD Public 

Hunt Drawing System, interested alli

gator hunters can choose from five

wildlife management areas. (Murphree 

is by far the most popular choice.) 

Once a hunter has picked a WMA, the 

drawing entry fee is only $3. With per

sistence and a bit of luck, you can win 
one of the I or so permits handed 

out every year. Staff biologists say 

hunters have a 70 to 80 percent suc

cess rate at Murphree.  

IT'S THE NEXT MORNING 
and the guys are up early, in the boat 

and ready tc check those sets they put 

out the day before.  

Burke looks a little tired.  

"I had trouble sleeping last night," 

he admits. "I was so excited about 

checking the lines." 

Moore shares Burke's enthusiasm.  

"It's almost like Christmas morning, 

being a little kid and waiting for Santa 

Claus to come," he says. "We're all 

pumped up and ready to go see what 

we got."
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With the excitement of 
the catch behind them, 
hunters participating 
in TPWD's public hunt 
take their gators to the 
J.D. Murphree wildlife 
office so biologists 
can collect data.

It's overcast, and there's a slight 

sprinkle as the boat heads out. The 

guys have been trying for years to win 

the drawing for this hunt. They actu

aly all were selected in 2008, the year 

Hurricane Ike blew in. That storm 

canceled the public hunt, so for Scull, 
today's chance to finally pull in a line 

and tussle with a gator has been a long 

time coming. "We've been drawing for 

eight years," Scull says.  

As they head out, Scull says, "It's 

kind of nerve-racking. It's the antici

pation - do we have one on, how big 

is it, how mac is it and is it going to 

bi:e us?" 

Quickly, the gator boys head back up 

the bayou and into the canal, where 

they'd set up the rotten chicken bait 

the day before. The first stop is 

Moore's setup. The bait and huge 

hook are no longer dangling over the 

water. Once out of the boat and safely 

on shore, Moore grabs tightly to the 

rope and holds on.  

"You're just anticipating; you don't

really know what's on there," he 

explains. "Then he's pulling against 

you and you're fighting against him.  

All of a sudden, he shows up. And 

then it's on. He sees you and you see 

him! You get amped up, adrenaline 

pumping, totally stoked." 

Moore brings in an 8-footer, the 
largest of the gators caught by the 

gator boys that day.  

Nearby, Scull's line is down, too.  

This time, the team works front inside 

the boat. As they get close, Scull grabs 

the line and slowly pulls on tie rope.  

"They get close to the surface and 

see you, then the snou: comes up," 

Scull says. "You get a rush every time 

they thrash." 

He ends up with a 6-footer.  

The last line to check is Burke's.  

The gator-hunting veteran is ccnfi

dent his chummed chicken wi bring 

in a big one.  

"I enjoy hunting alligators.' he says.  

"There's a lot of anticipation." 

His gator ends up Futting up tne

biggest fight. It is a tense situation: 

tree tired hunters, two dead gators 

taking up most of the space in the 

boat, and out of the boat, one mean, 

angry alligator thrashing about.  

"It's a little like jug-lining or cat

fishing - ycu set lines and come back 

and check them," he says. "There's a 

li:tle bit of hunting involved, and of 

course, you get to wrestle the gator.  

This is like planting and fishing com
bined - pretty exciting." 

Heading back to the check-in 

station, wide smiles are evidence of a 

good time. For Scull, the enjoyment 
2-me from being out in the elements 

in the marsh, with the danger of 

:he unknown.  

"You watch it on TV, and you get an 

idea of what it's like," he says. "But 

once you're out here, it's much more 

exciting. If you like to hunt and fish, 
or even if you are just interested in 

something that is completely different 

than anything you have ever done, this 

a great exFerience!" * 
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Camp at the 
Texas 4-H Center 

Lake Brownwood 

FUNF

tRIO VISTA IERRA V3i$TA
for boys for girls 

Brother and Sister camps in the beautiful Texas Hill Country near Hunt 

Exciting outdoor programs in the Hill Country on the Guadalupe River. Activities include 
canoeing, sailing, fishing, riflery, archery, horseback riding, tennis, ropes, crafts and more!

Affordable

Nature 

00 th~e lk

raditonal camp agenda - 5 sessions available 
4-H membership NOT required 

Phone: 
(325) 784-5482 

Web: 
http://texas4hcenter.tamu.edu/ 

E-mail: 
texas4-hcenter@ag.tamu.edu 

TEXAS A&M 

AGRILIFE 
EXTENSION

Who: Boys; ages 6-16 
What: Overnight camp 

When: One-, two-, four-week terms; 
June-August 

Contact: (800) 545-3233; (830) 367-5353;

Who: Girls; ages 6-16 
What: Overnight camp 

When: One-, two-, four-week terms; 
June-August 

Contact: (800) 545-3233; (830) 367-5353; 

L4
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Texas Brigades 
Natural Resource & Leadership Development Carip for Youth

Conservation 
Leaders 
In Every 

Community

ca 

The Perfect Place for: 37201 FM ]72 

* m7Re tr e a ts 80 6 .4 8 8 2 2 6 8 o 

Outdoor Education 800.1599 

Fax: 806.48&294 
* Family Reunions 

Leadership/Group Development Located 45 invies 14 
of mailo.' Open Year Round AUIdO,,i 

ASpecial Place Where God Is Experienced And Lives Are C(hanged 
www.cetacanyon.org
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AQUATIC SCIENCES 
ADVENTURE CAMP 

Curriculum immerses campers in aquatic biology and water chemistry activities. Act vities are lad by 
staff of Texas State University and certified teachers. Other activities include tubing, glass-bottom boat 

rides, intro to scuba/snorkeling, rafting, swimming, fishing and fish-printing.  

Who: Boys/girls; ages 9-15 
What: Overnight and day camp 

men: Two-day, one-week sessions; June-Aug.  

Cost: $150-$750 

Contact: (512) 245-2329 

www.eardc.txstate.edu/camp.html 

Presented by Edard quita e Research an Dta Center 
at Texas State niversi:y- 0,, Maros



La t 

Just Give Us A Call! 

HOHcamp.com CampStewart.com 

(830) 238-4650 A REOIT (830) 238-4670
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

New electronic lure may catch too;
many fish 
Blinks blood red to mimic 

an injured prey.  

A bass every seven 
minutes in test.  

NEWARK, DE- A new fishing tech
nology that set a record for catching 
bass in Mexico is now showing its stuff 

in the U. S. It has out
fished shrimp bait in 
Washington State and 
beat top-selling U. S.  
lures three to one in 
Florida. The new tech
nology is so effective 

1 one state, Wyoming, 
by Mike Butler has banned its use.  

The breakthrough is a 
tiny, battery-powered electrical system 
that flashes a blood-red light down a 
lure's tail when its moved in water. Fish 
think it's an injured prey and strike.  
Some fishing authorities, like those in 
Wyoming, think that gives fishermen 
too much of an advantage.  

They may be right. Three fishermen 
using a flashing lure in Mexico caught 
650 large-mouth bass in just 25 hours.  
That's a bass every seven minutes for 
each person, and a record for the lake 
they were fishing. They said the bass 
struck with such ferocity they hardly 
lost a strike.  

In Florida two professionals fished for 
four hours from the same boat. One used 
a flashing-red lure; the other used some 
top-selling U. S. lures. The new, "bleed
ing" lure caught three times as many fish.  

Works when others don't 
Three fishermen in Washington State 

used a popular lure baited with shrimp 
and caught nothing after fishing three 
hours in cold weather. One of them 
tried a flashing lure he was asked to 
test and 30 minutes later caught a thir
ty-pound steelhead.  

A Tournament fisherman on a lake in 
Florida tried everything in his tackle box 
and had no bites. He switched to a flash
ing lure and caught a bass on his first 
cast, and had his limit in 45 minutes.  

Before reporting this, I asked a veter
an fisherman in my office for his opin
ion. Monday morning he charged into 
my office yelling "I caught six monster 
fish in an hour with this thing! Where 
did you get it?"

;0

BlIuiu 
blood rd

New technology uses a blinking red light to create appearance of a live, bleed
ing prey. Triggers a genetic strike response in fish.

Different presentations 
Because the technology reacts to move

ment, every retrieval gene-ates a different 
kind of flash; so if a fish passes on your 
first cast, it sees a new Dresentation on 
your next one, and so on.  

The technology is so new I could find 
only one distributor in the U. S. that offers 
a finished product. It's called Bite Light® 
and has several international patents pend
ing. It ccmes in a kit of three.  

There is a U.S. company that offers a 
kit of three blinking lures lone each for 
shallow, middle and deep water) called 
the Bite Light® Each lure is a different 
color. They work in fresh or salt water, 
contain rattle attractants inside and last 
300 hours in the water.  

I suggest you cast one near some structure.  
If there's a largemouth dozing -here, based on 
what I've seen and heard, its a sure catch.  

One kit of three Bite Lights® costs 
$29.95, two or more kits cos: $25.00 each.  
Each kit has the same three models, but in 
different colors: S/h is only $7.00 no mat
ter how many kits you buy.  

To order, go to www.Fishing 
TechToday.com or call 1-800-873-4415 
anytime or day and asp for the Bite 
Light lure (Item # kbl). Or send your 
name, address and a check to Scientific 
Ecge LLC (Dept. BL-568), 40 E. Main 
Street, Suite 1416, Newark, DE 19711.  

The company gives your money back, if 
you don't catch more fish and return your 
purchase within 30-days.

Then I phoned an ichthyologist (fish 
expert) for his opinion.  

"Predators - lions, sharks," he said, 
"will always go for the most vulnera
ble prey. Fish are predators, so if a 
fish sees a smaller fish bleeding, it 
knows it's weakened and w 11 strike.  

New lure flashes blood red to attract 
fish. Blinks a different presentation 
each cast.  

There's a survival program built into 
predators that says 'Gab a -eal wizen 
you can. It may be a while before the 
next one.' 

"If a lure could appear to De a live, 
bleeding fish, a few fishermren could 
probably empty a lake with it " 

I told him three almost did.  

BL-14 Scientific Edge LLC 2013 Dept. BL-568
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GOODS AND SERVICES FOR THE OUTDOOR ENTHUSIAST 

CALLHFOR A R K E T P L A C E 
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: (512) 799-1045

MAGNUM
HUNTING PRODUCTS 

Controllers 

Timers

www.magnumhunting.com
Or Cal 

281-261-0803

CRWFORD & COMPANY

TREKR® Jungle Travel Washcloth.  
Rinses clean and stini free.  

2 pacg $8 
www.lunatecgear.com 

HALT INVASIVE 
TREES 

11,'L L 

TePatent 

DR* TREE-CHOPPER T M 

is like a pipe cutter for trees! 
Attach the Tree-Chopper"' to your ATV ard drive into 
trees up to 4" thick. Circular discs slice :hrough the 
trunk, while a rear trailing blade shears :he stump 
flush to the ground.  
" CUT UP TO 300 TREES PER HOUR 
* ELIMINATE RED CEDAR, MESQUITE o 

and other invasive trees.  
" CUT TREES UP TO 4" IN DIAMETER 

flush to the ground.  

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

TOLL-FREE 

888-212-8902 
DRTreeChopper.com ~
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FREE CATALOG 
at our web site

Specializing in 

shallow water flats 

4 Fishing for redfish, 

trout & flounder.  

" Fu I Day| / alf Day 

" Baffin tripns 
d .Kayak Rentals 

* Kayaks Shuttle Drop off / pick up 
* Nature Boat Trips for Photography 

and Private Whooping Crane Tours 

Call (361) 46364 
rockportredrunner@yahoo.com 
www.rockportred-unner.cori 
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PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 

._ IllISTIC 

r~Fl.  
Turn A Roug O 
Driveway Into I 

P1 Cm%,*3 D.4bl 0i4

DRO POWER GRADER 
PATENTED DESIGN easily fills in potholes, 
smoothes washboard.  
POWERED ACTUATOR controls grading depth 
with a remote control.  
LOOSENS AND REDISTRIBUTES composite 
driveway surfaces without the need to haul, 
shovel, or rake new 
material.  
CARBIDE-TIPPED 
SCARIFYING 
teeth loosen the * For details please call or 
hardest surfaces. visit online.Limited time offer.  

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

TOLL-FREE 

888-212-8902 
DRpowergradercom

Unique outdoor and indoor coolers available 
Hand made out of real "barn wood" 

Hand-crafted in Texas 
Inclues Official Igloo Brand Ice Chest 

Customize your cooler with adornments 

OUTDQO IIIJSR ICOOLERS.COM 
800-833-5998

prop anchor dock lines
motor 

lis b 
wool hilgoe

trailer

hull rollers bunks 
prop 

axle

Clean Your Boat. Save Your Lake. Zebra 
mussels are small invasive species that can spread from lake 
to lake by hitching a ride on your boat and trailer. One female 

can have up to a million microscopic larvae. They mature quickly, attach to hard 
surfaces and can damage your boat and engine. They hurt aquatic life, ruin 
ecosystems and fisheries - even affect your water supply. You can keep that from 
happening by cleaning your boat, motor, trailer and gear of all debris and draining 
it of all water. Then dry it for at least a week or wash it all with hot, soapy water 
before boating in another waterbody. Learn more at www.texasinvasives.org.

HELLO ZEBRA MUSSELS.  
GOODBYE TEXAS LAKES.

eT Fj 
hs 

z 
0 

oxt,'

TE.WAS 

FREE 
Information! 

To receive more information on our 

adverers, fill out the cord ot left orgo to 

www.tpwmagazine.com/advertising/thismonth or 

scan the QR code below withyour smartphone.  

1. Athens, Texas, pg.13 
888-294-2847 

www.AthensTX.org 

2. Corpus Christi, pg. 27 

800-766-2322 

www.VisitCorpusChristiTx.org 

3. Galveston Island Featherfest, pg. 16 

832-459-5533 
www.GalvestonFeatherFest.com 

4. LaRue Tactical, pg. 15 

512-259-1585 

www.larue.com 

5. Ocean Kayak, pg. 18 
www.oceankayak.com 

6. Rockport-Fulton, pg. 21 

80o-242-0071 

www.rockport-fulton.org 

7. San Marcos CVB, pg. 17 
888-200-5620 

www.toursanmarcos.com 

8. Sand Creek Post & Beam, pg. 13 

888-489-68o 

www.sandcreekpostandbeam.com 

9. Scientific Edge, pg. 53 
8oo-873-4415 

www.fishingtechtoday.com 
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ZEBRA MUSSELS 
HIDE HERE.  

CLEAN, DRAIN, DRY YOUR BOAT.

_ L _ ... _ _ TRACKER



/Associatio1n

THIS MONTH'S INNSIDER CHOICE is 
Historic Kuebler Waldrip Haus 

Bed & Breakfast 

Enjoy a quiet setting with an original pioneer home, an original 
one-toom schoolhouse and a separate cabin. We are located on 
43 scenic acres with 10 rooms minutes from New Braunfels, 
Gruene, the Guadalupe and Comal rivers, and Canyon Lake.  

Guests enjoy a fill breakfast and a common room with snacks, 
drinks and Texas Blue Bell Ice Cream. It is easy and quick to 

book a room by calling.  

(830) 625-8300 or (800) 299-8372 
www.kueblerwaldrip.com

4 RANCH BROKERAGE, CONSULTING 
AND EVALUATION 

4 CUSTOM HIGH-END RANCH MAPS 

4 AUCTION/PRIVATE TREATY SALES

RIO FRIO LODGING 
NATURE CENTER 

Retreat to 
the Hills for 

_ a Week or 
Weekend of 
Relaxation & 

- Adventure 
witr Birding Nature by Kayak & Storytelling 

830-966-2320 www.friolodging.com 
Plus 14th Annual Nature Quest 
April 24,25,26,27,28th, 2013 

www.texasnaturequest.com

April 24, 25, 26, 
{ 27 & 28, 2013

Texas Hill Country's 
Best All Around 

Birding-Nature Event! 
Discover birds, 

bats, butterflies, 
nature photography, 
wildflowers & more.  

S4 
4* x~ 

83O-966-Z32O 
A 44 

~, ~ wwtxanaueqe o

* Texas Ranch Life. Restored historic Texas 

homes on 1,4 0 0
-acre ranch between Bellville & 

Chappell Hill. Weekend rental includes bass 

fishing, trail and chuckwagon rides, cutting, 
bird/coyote/raccoon hunting and cow works 

available.  

www.texasranchlife.com (866) TEXASRL 

* Meyer B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country, 
mid-1800s stage stop, Texas landmark. Pool, 
hot tub, fireplaces, golf.  

www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com (888) 995-6100 

* The Whistler B&B. 1859 Victorian home, 
lovingly restored. Original antiques. Peaceful 

atmosphere on three wooded acres. Gourmet 

breakfast.  

www.thewhistierbnb.com (800) 404-2834 

* Palo Alto Creek Farm. Landmark historic 
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient 

oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquili

ty. Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farm

house, all with private spa therapy rooms.  

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089 

* Settler's Crossing Bed and Breakfast.  
Private historic log cabins and cottages spread 

over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from 

town.  

www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020 

N EW BRAU NF ELS 

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus & 
Danville Schoolhouse. 43-acre deer haven 
near Gruene, rivers. Getaways, reunions, wed

dings, corporate retreats. 10 luxurious rooms, 

Jacuzzis. Delicious breakfasts.  

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (800) 299-8372 

HOPES' HOUSE 
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 
(800) 924-1008 
www hoopeshouse.com 

NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.  
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.  
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCHURE.  

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL 4 FOR HOLIDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, 
BIRTHDAYS, COMPANY GIFTS ETC...  

Gift Certificates 
ORDER ONLINE ON A SECURE SERVER 

WWW.TEXASBB.ORG
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Capture the Power of Your Dreams 

Authentic Native American-style 
dreamcatcher plate with real 

leather, feathers and beads 

anipre55ve J ' 

n height 
f#.  

"Moonlight Vision" 
Dreamcatcher Plate 

9.Authentically 
hand-crafted 
and hand-painted 

eShowcases the 
visionary artistry 
of Andrew Farley 
in a riveting art 
montage .  

wArrayed in faux 
turquoise stones, a 
miniature dream
catcher, pawprint \ 
emblem, laced 
frame, arrowheads 
and more 

Meticulous, 
hand-painting 

and attention to detail 
capture the look of 
authentic NativeShown much smaller 

American handicrafts. than actual sizes: 
Amerian hndicrfts.plate, about 61/ in.  

Limited availability. Order now! diam.; frame, about 
8in. wide; overall 

Strong demand is expected, so order now at only $49.99*, payable in two height about 13 .  
installments of $24.99, the first due before shipment. Your purchase is 
backed by unconditional 365-day money-back guarantee. Send no money Andrew Farley 2012 BGE 01-13647-001-BI 
now. but don't wait! Return the Reservation Application immediately. www.bradfordexchange.com/spirits 

RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 
Mrs. Mr. Ms.  

F EXC A E Name (Please Prin early 
-C(OLLIECTIBLES Address 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue -Niles, IL 60714-1393 City 
YES. Please reserve the Moonlight Vision Dreamcatcher 
Pate for me as described in this announcement. State Zip 
L rtit: one per order Please Respond Promptly 01-13647-001-E31791 
Plus a total of $8.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 casting days. Please allcw 2-4 weeks after initial payment for ship-nent. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.
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GEICO® for your RV

GEICO is the right choice for you. You'Il find 

competitive rates, plus all the coverages you'd expect 

from a great RV insurance company. You'll work with 

people that know and love RVs as much as you do, so 

you'll know you're being taken care of by an enthusiast 

who understands your needs.

ge ico.com 

1-877-434-2678 

local office

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered sen.ic nark of so' e'nlent Employees Ins nice Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. @ 203 GEICO
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