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CULIEN HAN KS grew up in Texas hunting, fishing and 

birding - activities that led to a passion for nature and a career 

devoted to conservation. He studied biology at Cornell Universi

ty and then worked on ornithology projects in Texas and Latin 

America before joining TPWD. With iNaturalist, Cullen found a 

way to continue to develop his interest 

in nature as well as contribute to con

servation. Photographing plants and 

animals and sharing the observations 

online has helped him identify species 

and learn about local ecosystems. "As 

a birder, I have always taken my 

binoculars everywhere I went. Now, 

it's my camera, and I'm always trying 

to find new species to post." iNatural

ist has taken Cullen back to his roots 

as a naturalist, when he found joy in 

the hunt for discoveries.  

tAM 1 IEIu iJ ii~DD is a journalist and former Texas 
Parks & Wildlife magazine intern from Austin. While 

Cameron's journalistic interests are in culture, policy and 
international issues, he also has a passion for adventure, 

travel and the great outdoors 

(especially in Texas). His main 

interest is in storytelling in a vari
ety of forms, and this month he 

takes us along on the new North

east Texas Trail. Cameron is cur

rently a graduate student at the 

University of Missouri in Colum

bia, Mo., where he lives with the 

dog he found on the trail.  

Cameron hopes to take the dog, 

whom he has named Karenin, on 

more adventures in the future.  

STEVE [1 HIFOOI, who works in TPWD's news and 

information group, began hunting at an early age in East Texas 

but didn't shoot his first duck until he was in college. His passion 

for waterfowl has taken him across North America, pursuing 

ducks from Saskatchewan to the Yucatdn, but his favorite hunting 

grounds are on the Texas coastal marshes. He has had the oppor

tunity to share a blind in some of 

Texas' premier duck haunts, where 

skies were once darkened by huge 

flocks and legendary waterfowlers built 

their reputations. He has witnessed 

landscape changes to the coastal 

/ prairies and marshes but admits those 

' changes pale in comparison to the 

ones that took place at the turn of the 

S20th century. His article in this issue 

takes a look back at the golden years of 

Texas waterfowl hunting.
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A T 
FROM THE P E N OF CARTER P. S M IT H 

The gaggle of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department biologists, huddled intently outside the west wing 

of our headquarters, was a dead giveaway that something was up. Indeed there was. A keen-eyed colleague 

returning from a walk over the lunch hour had spotted and caught a juvenile western coachwhip nestled in a 

tuft of grass just yards away from the building's side door.  

After a short examination of the snake's condition, the group's discussion quickly turned to where to release 

the snake in the adjacent McKinney Falls State Park. But, first, everyone agreed, the coachwhip's occurrence 

needed to be appropriately recorded in the Herps of Texas database, an online repos

itory for amphibian and reptile sightings housed within the iNaturalist Web platform.  

Yours truly got the honors. And, after a quick photo of the snake with my phone, 

an upload of the picture into my Flickr account and a cursory entry of details into the 

database on the species of snake, the nature and date of observation and its location, 

I was all done. The whole affair took about 10 minutes or so. It was my first foray onto 

iNaturalist and, specifically, the Herps of Texas Project site. It will not be my last..* 

The iNaturalist-Herps of Texas Project is the brainchild of a couple of 

biologists looking into novel ways to collect more biological data on the 

state's herpetofauna through the use of crowdsourcing. By tapping into the 

observations of the state's myriad nature and outdoor enthusiasts, the biologists 

hypothesized that they could capitalize on the burgeoning citizen science movement, 

engage more people in documenting needed information about species of conceal n 
and use technology as a way to engage more young people in the wonders of 

science and nature study.  

They were absolutely right.  
After just one short year in existence, the site has already documented well over 

4,000 unique biological recordings of amphibians and reptiles around the state. This information is used 

by TPWD biologists, various universities and others to monitor and predict the distribution, habitat utiliza

tion and occurrence of species from salamanders to turtles.  

It has also spawned another rivalry of sorts, one historically rooted on the football field. Biology professors 

from the University of Texas and Texas A&M have set up their own sub-sites under the iNaturalist-Herps of 

Texas Project, whereby students enrolled in field herpetology classes are required to collect and record their 

own sightings. The competition between schools is readily apparent. My last visit showed UT ahead by I, with 

the Aggie professor exhorting his students to catch up and the UT professor exhorting his to maintain their 

lead. Johnny Football may have met his match with this merry band of herpetologists! 

Texas is filled with residents who are keenly interested in the natural world around them. Through TPWD's 

Wildlife Diversity Program, and specifically our Texas Nature Trackers Program, they can contribute to our 

body of knowledge on a range of species from box turtles to tarpons to whooping cranes to our state's most 

famous herp, the horned lizard.  

For more information about this unique way to experience and contribute to our science and conservation 

efforts, take a look at the accompanying article by my colleagues Cullen Hanks and Natalie Reina. Even bet

ter, show it to your kids or grandkids and get them involved in the nature of their nature.  

Thanks for caring about our wild things and wild places. They need you now more than ever.  

E X E C UT Iv E D I R E C T O R 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement: 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  

8 * NOVEMBER 2013
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P I C K S, PANS AND PROBES FROM OUR READERS

Loving wild things and wild places - that's our mission statement rolled 

into a manageable, bite-sized nugget. TPWD Executive Director Carter Smith 

frequently ends his monthly At Issue with similar words. If you take away our lap

tops and digital cameras, our spreadsheets and agendas, our equipment reports 

and budget estimates, you'll find our agency is filled with folks who basically just 

love wild things and wild places.  

We show up to work every day to do our part to care for these beloved crea

tures and places. Along the way, we meet our counterparts out in the world, folks 

like you who share our love and passion. You share your stories with us, and we 

pass them on to others, in hopes of inspiring and informing the public.  

The November issue demonstrates this notion in a variety of ways. Our cover 

story was born a few years ago when Cameron Dodd served as a Texas Parks & Wildlife 

magazine intern. Interns here don't just make the coffee and sort the mail. We 

don't just snag the prize minds of the college set and hang them on the wall like 

trophies. We're more into catch-and-release with these bright young people, giv

ing them opportunities to spread their wings and hoping they'll lead us into a 

bright future. It never fails to pay off. The vision of our recently passed hero, 

John Graves, lives on in a new generation, whose members are discovering for 

themselves that they must travel down their own path (or river), spending time 

with their ponderings to find their real raison d'etre. The profile photo (Page 

7) with Cameron's own adopted "Passenger" clinched the deal for me.  

Citizen science takes the simple sightings of wildlife lovers like you and me, 

and through the magic of modern technology, utilizes these "eyes on the 

ground" to improve the community's knowledge about various species. TPWD 

biologist Cullen Hanks first presented me this idea with all of his usual passion 

and enthusiasm. Intern Natalie Reina took a turn crafting some of the structure 

of the story and conducting some of the interviews that helped turn this article 

from vision to reality. We each learned lessons along the way.  

I'll take a few moments to say thank you (but not goodbye) to our longtime 

Communications Director Lydia Saldana. During her 23 years here, she has led 

a team into a new technological age while holding fast and strong to the highest 

of ideals. Luckily for us, she's agreed to write for the magazine while she tran

sitions into a brand new life. I'll personally miss her as a mentor, cheerleader, 

friend, confessor, guidance counselor and funny bone tickler. So many times, 

when we are working on a promising project, I tell myself, "I can't wait till 

Lydia sees this!" Her big, full-throated laugh or delighted squeal while review

ing layouts was the cherry on the cake every month for me.  

As we guide our interns with love and respect, so have we been guided. Happy 

landings, Lydia. We'll see you on these pages again soon.  

LoUIE BOND 
EDITOR

10 * NOVEMBER 2013

LOVED THE COVER 
loved your cover picture on the October 

Tissue of Texas Parks & Wildlife! It brought back 

memories of my niece, Ashley, trying to 

convince her grandfather, Troy Krenek, of 

how girls should be allowed to hunt just like 
the boys. (Dad always thought the girls 

should go shopping while the boys hunted.) 
Fast-forward a few years, and Troy final

ly did agree to let Ashley hunt. Dad has 
now gone to heaven, but to this day I laugh 

thinking back to that day when my Dad 
finally agreed with Ashley and her resolve 

"that girls shoot as good as the boys!" 

JOYCE KRENEK GOULDIE 

Houston 

HAVEN FOR BIRDERS IN BEAUMONT 

jIust wanted to send you a quick note 

after reading your October issue. I am 

enjoying your articles on birding! Even 

more so, I'm happy to see all the positive 

feedback from your readers in the Letters 

to the Editor. I also wanted to write and 

let you know about some tremendous 

developments happening at Cattail Marsh 

in Beaumont.  

Cattail Marsh is a haven for bird watch

ers. More than 240 bird species have been 

identified there. The CVB is closely work

ing with the City of Beaumont on a num

ber of improvements - signage, trailheads, 

observation decks - that will improve acces

sibility and mobility. The hidden secrets of 

Cattail Marsh are getting out.  

STEPHANIE MOLINA 

Beaumont Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Sound off for Mail Call 

t us herr frnam rou! 
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 

welcomes letters from our readers.  

Please include your name, address 

and telephone number.  

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine, 

4200 Smith School Road, 

Austin, TX 78744.  
Email us at magazine@tpwd.texas.gov 
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity.
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On the floors of Texas bays, flower
ing plants known as seagrass con-ribute 

to marine life in silent, sometimes 

unnoticed, ways. In fact, seagrasses pro

vide numerous services to the coastal 

ecosystems including: erosion control, 
food for a wide variety of organisms and 

improved water quality ':y absorbing 

excess nutrients 

The importance of a healthy seagrass 

bed goes beyond what can be seen from 

the water surface. With its expensive 

root system, seagrass helps stabiLze the

Lay bc:tom and reduce coastal erosion.  

The plants have been found to help 

buffer currents, aid In water clarity 

anc Improve water quality. The grasses 

also provide hilu-ng places for recre

ationally and conr-rercially sought

after fish and shellfish 

Because of the significant role sea-rass

es play to ensure the sustainability of 

marine life in Texas, a new law was out in 

effect on Sept. I by the 3rd Legislature 

tha: prohibits the uprooting of seagrass 

with an outb board motor -ropeller. If the

grass is uprooted by the propeller of a 

boat within the coastal waters n Texas, 

the boa:er can be charged with a Class C 

misdemeanor, punishable by a maximum 

$500 fine. Elec-ric trolling motors are 

exempt from this regulation. TPWD 

encourages the use of trolling motors as a 

tool to minimize damage to seagrass 

When hit by outboard motor oro

oellers seagrass beds become scarred, 

requiring long periods o- time tc re

establish growth. Studies currently 

being conducted by TPWD in Redfish

12 * NOVEMBER 2013
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No Prop Scarring or 
9 Uprooting of Seagrass

Bay, near Aransas Pass, suggest that 

propeller scars, also known as "proF" 
scars, can recover within one year, but 

that some scars may never recover.  

Recovery may depend on several fac

tors, including the species of the grass 
that was affected, sediment type, water 
clarity and the direction of the scar in 
relation to the water currents.  

Running boats through the grass beds 
can also cause damage to a boat's motor 

hull or propeller. To protect this impor
tant habitat and your boat, remember to 

"lift, drift, pole and troll." 
The "lift, drift, pole and troll" mantra 

can be used to help boaters maneuver 

through shallow water and cause mini

mal damage to the seagrasses. If you find 

yourself in an area that is too shallow, 
move into deeper water by lifting the 

motor and drifting with the wind or 
using a trolling motor or a push pole.  

Seagrass beds rank amongst coral reefs 

and rain forests as some of the most pro
ductive habitats on the planet. The food 
and shelter that these habitats provide 
make them vital nursery areas for fish 
and invertebrates, including game fish 
like spotted seatrout and red drum.  

TPWD Coastal Fisheries Regional 
Director Ed Hegen recommends that 

boaters take a boater education course 
that includes seagrass protection and 
familiarize themselves with their equip-

ment and the area they'll be boating in 
before heading out on the water.  

"Those who have learned about the 
value and importance of seagrasses have 
demonstrated they still have successful 
fishing trips while they protect seagrass," 
he says.  

TPWD will also spread the word to 
boaters through brochures, billboards, 
signs posted at boat access points and 
articles and advertisements in print 

media. Game wardens will be on the

Seagrass can be damaged when boats 

cut through it. Causing such damage is 
now against the law. In shallow areas 
with seagrass, boaters should use a 

push pole or trolling motor.  

water to educate the public about pro
tecting seagrass, as well as to enforce the 

regulation. No areas will be closed for 

seagrass protection, so it's important 

for Texas boaters to play their part in 

protecting this natural resource and 

boat responsibly. * 

-Stephanie M. Salinas

am per 

RV Super Center

* 
*t

Sales - Parts - Service 
15855 South IH-35 EXIT 220, Buda, TX

www.CamperCliniC2.COM " 800-781-7848

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 13

0 

H 

Z 

0 

al 

w 

a

0 
0

T

a

5

"x.

! i 411%* .V 
'JIM 

let 
TEXAS 

PARKS 
& WILDLIFE 

k 13

-



TEXAS 
STAR-CUT 

BLUE TOPAZ

T1H L MOF l 1 T STAR 
Our hand-crafted interlocking 
wire design features our own 

optically perfect hand-cut topaz.  
12 mm Pendant PD-004 $675 
7 mm Earrings ER-004 $825 

Chain sold seperately 

TEXAS PIRTHSTON[ RING 
If you were born in Texas, then the 

star-cut blue topaz is your birthstone.  
Each topaz is set in 14k two-tone gold and 

comes with a "Native Texan" birthstone 
certificate. Limited quantities, 

so be sure to order early! (8mm shown) 
7mmupto- RG-009 $1325 
11mmTopaz upto$2050 

i E NINNc S TAR 
The Lone Star has never looked so 

elegant. The state stone of Texas, blue 
topaz, radiates the beauty of a lone 

evening star. Set in 14k white or yellow 
gold with a 0.10ct diamond.  

Small pendant PD-018 $950 
Earrings ER-018 $1650 

*Chain sold seperately 

Arboretum 
10000 Research Blvd. #126 

Austin, TX 78759 
(800) 299-5475 

GET MORE INFO AT 

www.KirkRootDesigns.com 
www.facebook.com/ 

CKRDesigns 
Financing Available! 
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Sbu tcher Bird 

This songbi rd gets its name from the Jpg'Jtenig way 't -toresf od.

The first time I heard the 
name "butcher bird" it con

jured up images of some sort 

of large raptor with sinister 

claws and a razor-sharp beak, 

ready to tear flesh from the 

bones of its unsuspecting prey.  

Who would've guessed that the 

bird the biologist was talking 

about was a songbird more 

likely to be mistaken for a 

northern mockingbird than 

some sort of hawk? 
Butcher birds, more correct

ly called loggerhead shrikes, are 

hunters with a bizarre habit.  

They like to store insects, small 
mammals, reptiles, birds and 

other "prey of the day" by 

impaling them on sharp objects 

- hence the morbid nickname.  

I saw loggerhead shrike call

ing cards long before I ever 

knew what made them. I was 

fixing fence on a ranch in East Texas 

and came across a large yellow 

grasshopper impaled on one of the 

barbs. I was mystified. Did the 

grasshopper make an unfortunate 

jump and not see the fence? Did some 

warped individual happen by here, 
catch the grasshopper and stick it on 

the fence? Yuck. I came across another 

impaled grasshopper, then another.  

Try as I might, I didn't come up with an 

answer to the dead bug question that 

day or for many years to come.  
Fast-forward to my early days with 

TPWD as a wildlife technician. I was 

helping one of the biologists take down 

boundary markers from one of our 

leased annual public hunting lands and 

came across a very small, nearly skele

tonized frog impaled on the wire hold

ing the sign to the post. Remembering 

the grasshoppers from years before, I 

asked the biologist what he thought 

might do such a thing. He told me about 

the loggerhead shrike's nasty little habit 

of impaling insects and other prey on 

barbed wire, thorns, cactus spines and 

other sharp objects to save for later. He 

explained that not only was this a type of 

food storage, but that it was also a way for 

male shrikes to impress the females by 

showing off their hunting prowess.

There's a third reason for this behav

ior as well.  

"Loggerhead shrikes also do :his to 

display to other shrikes that this territo

ry is occupied," says TPWD wildlife 

biologist Clifford Shackelford. "It's like 

a sign that reads 'No Vacancy."' 
Loggerhead shrikes (Lerius ludo-jiciarus) 

are one of two shrike species found in 

Texas. Although they are found 

throughout the state and can be year

round residents, they typically call Texas 

home only dur-ng the colder months.  

Loggerheads prefer open and semi

open habitats, especially those with 

plenty of perches from which to swcop 

down on prey. They are mid-sized song

birds, and their coloration is similar to 

that of a mockingbird but with one 
notable difference - a black mask.  

These "bandit birds" will drop from 

their hunting perch and dive on prey on 

the ground or in midair. 'They disFatch 

most food items with several well-placed 

bites from a hooked bill :o the pack of 

the neck of the prey to sever the back

bone and spinal cord. Food is then 

eaten on site or carried off to be stashed 

for a rainy day, leaving ye: another grue

some whodunit mystery.  

- Heidi K. Bailey
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A Park for AlSeasons 
Balmorhea offers more than a summer splash in the state's coolest pool.  

Balmorhea State Park us perhaps 
best known as a summertime destination 
when the park is filled with swimmers 

and other sun worshippers. But autumn 

and winter can be magical times to expe
rience the park as well, with smaller 

cr owds and a few hidden surprises.  

What many people call the "swim

iing pool" at Balmorhea State Park 
s actually an impoundment of natu

ral spring water built by the Civilian 

Conservation Corps between 1934 
_________________________________________________and 1936. The outflow of San 

Solomon Springs maintains a con

stant temperature of 72 to 76 degrees 

{ year-round -- the average tempera
ture of the underground rock layers 

through which the water flows.  

P Though always refreshing, the water 

feels much warmer to the touch when  

the surrounding air temperature is 

lower. Thus, swimming during the  

cooler months can be surprisingly  

pleasant and "warm." Just have plenty  

1 of towels ready to wrap up in when 

you emerge! 

Occasionally during autumn and ~
winter, the pool is enshrouded in fog  

that resembles wisps of smoke arising 
from the surface. This "steam fog"  

forms when cooler air moves over 
warmer water. As cold, dry air mixes 

with warm, moist air hanging just  
above the water, the warmer layer chills 

down until it reaches a humidity level 

of 100 percent, resulting in fog. ly 

Park Superintendent Jacob Barton G 
shares his delight in this natural phe
nomenon. z 

-a q "I always enjoy swimming in the nat

ural waters of San Solomon Springs, m 

alongside the fish, turtles and other 

wildlife," he says. "But there is some
thing extra special about swimming 

i6 * N OVEM B ER 201 3



through tencrils of fog. The entire 
experience takes on a surreal quality." 

The park is a great birding destina
tion at any tire of year, but autumn 

and winter can :e particularly interest

ing. Waterfowl abounds in the 

Balmorhea area in the colder months.  
Loons, grebes, cormorants and ducks 
take advantage of the park's water 

resources, and a few individuals are 

often observed swimming and feeding 
in the pool. Great blue herons are 
common along the park's irrigation 

canals and in the park's re-created 

cienegas (desert wetlands), and if 
you're lucky, you might also spot a bit
tern or night-heron. Keep your eyes 

skyward for a gLmpse of a ferruginous

;-he spring waters of Balmorhea make 

it a haven for fish, birds and people.  

Swimming is most often done in the 
summer months, but winter offers its 
own rewards.  

hawk or even an overwintering bald 

eagle. lest your identification skills on 

a wide variety of sparrows that inhabit 

orushy areas in search of seeds.  
Balmorhea State Park is located four 

miles southwest of Balmorhea on Texas 
Highway 17, in Toyahvale. Facilities 
include a campground, picnic sites, an 
outdoor sports area and a playground.  

Pool hours are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven 
days a week. For more information, 
call (432) 375-2370 or go to 
www.tpwd.stare.tx.us/balmorhea. * 

- Linaa Hedgu
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TEXAS 

WILDFLOWER 
COLLECTION 

INDIAN PAINIBRUSHES 
Over 20 years ago we created the first of our 

Texas Bluebonnets. In celebration of this 
anniversary we have taken another beloved 

Texas wildflower, the Indian Paintbrush, 
and recreated it using a varying array 

of fine sapphires. fancy yellow diamonds, 
and green garnets. Set in18k yellow gold 
or palladium, it truly captures the vibrant 

colors of this distinct Texas native.  

Pendant PD-185 $1995 
Earrings ER-185 $3495 

*Chain sold seperately 

BLUEBONNET COLLECTION 
The official state flower of Texas comes 

alive in a unique design of diamonds, blue 
sapphires, green garnets and 18k 

yellow gold or palladium.  

Lg. pendant PD-022 $2275 
Ear studs ER-007 $3325 

*Chain sold seperately 

Arboretum 

10000 Research Blvd. #126 
Austin, TX 78759 

(800) 299-5475 
GET MORE INFO AT 

www.KirkRootDesigns.com 
www.facebook.com/ 

CKRDesigns 

Financing Available! 
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We all know that Texas is a big 
state with big and beautifuI land

scapes. Its mountaintop vistas, deep 

canyons, vast prairIes and miles of 

shorelines attract photographers 

worldwide who at-ermp: to capture its

Aov , a hiker on the 
foreground rocks gives 
scale to the overall 
scene and informs the 

viewer of the relative 
size of objects. At right, 
a person at the base of 
the tree gives the tree a 

sense of scale.

visual majesty and manitude.  

F:r photographers s:ancing on that 

mountaintop, surveying the land

scape with their stereoscopic eyes, z's 
easy -or them to look out over a :hree

dimensional scene and easily discern

-a "r 

Scale objects and- f sense of depth bring dimension to phtograp:hs.
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just how big (or small) objects really 
are. Many times, however, the "wow 

factor" of a three-dimensional scene 
is often lost within the two-dimen
sional limitations of a photograph.  

In order to create more of a 

dimensional presence in a photo

graph, there are two techniques that 

can be used when shooting.  

The first is to enhance the feeling 
of perspective. Make sure that a scene 

includes foreground, middle ground 
and background elements such as 

rocks, hills, trees, etc. This will give 

the viewer a sense of depth. While this 
front-to-back arrangement can imply 

the size of objects, it can't let viewers 

know their size with certainty.  

The second technique is the use of 
scale, which lets the viewer see an ele
ment's true size by comparing it to 

another object of known or recog

nizable size, most often a human 

form. Scale gives us a known visual 

"hint" that allows us to distinguish 
the relative sizes of objects.  
Understandably, it may go against the 

grain of many outdoor photogra

phers to put a person in a landscape, 
so it's possible to include other rec

ognizable objects such as an animal 

or a structure like a fence or barn.  

The use of scale can be enhanced if 
several objects of known size are 
included from the foreground to the 

background. Obviously, an image 

can easily get very busy with too 
many elements, so use them artisti

cally and judiciously.  
Additionally, a wide-angle lens, 

with its natural tendency to stretch 

perspective, will accentuate the rela

tive size and distance of two identical 

foreground and background objects.  
This can sometime create a very 

unnatural, or even comical, look, 
especially with people as subjects.  
How many times have we seen the 

vacation shot of someone pushing up 

the Leaning Tower of Pisa? 
Consider adding a scale object to 

your next landscape. It might just 
make the difference between an OK 
picture and one that says "Wow!" * 

- Earl Nottingham 

Please send questie sadcmet oEr 
at earl. nottinghmtpdsaexu.  

rr visit the maga7m'spot y ae t

Cabins 
Rental Cottages 

Full Service 
Resorts 

Luxury B&B's 
Reunion Facilities 

Corporate Retreats: Y 

Central Locate 
Four Seawson 

of Fun

www.getawaycapital.com

Nov. 1-3: 251 Annual Fall Festival of Roses 

Nov.2-3: Grand Art Trail & Sale 

Nov. 16: Wine & Pottery Celebration 

Nov. 23-24: Holiday Home Tour & Trunk Show 

Dec. 6-7: Thristmas Stroll/Lighted Parade/Scavenger Hunt 

Dec. 14: Chappell Hill Holiday Home Tour

Dec. 14: The Nutcracker Ballet

Dec. 14: Candlelight Christmas 

VisitBrenhamTexas.com 
For a fre( i5 to! Guide call 1-800-509-1152 - facebook.comiBrenham.Iexw 

Or Fwy. 290, hal fway between Austn and Houston

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 19



Both butterflies andyoung girls are cray about palafoxs color.

My daughters, like many little girls, 
are in love with the color pink. Together, 

we've read the Pinkalicious series of chil

dren's books about a whimsical young girl 

who adores pink more than anything in 

the world. When I am traveling across 

Texas in late summer and fall, I see waves 

of Palafoxia (the pink-flowering member 

of the sunflower family) attracting scores 

of butterflies while reminding me of our 

precious girls.  
Texas is blessed with seven of the 12 

species in the genus Palafoxia, an extreme

ly eye-catching member of the sunflower 

family. These brilliant pink, reddish, 

purple and sometimes white Palafoxia are 

intoxicating and warrant a flurry of digi

tal photos no matter how many times I 

encounter them.  

Palafoxia, commonly called palafox or 

Spanish needles, are named after Jos6 de 

Palafox y Melzi, duke of Saragossa 

(1776-1847), a Spanish captain-general 

and patriot. Palafoxia species are very 

drought-tolerant. Palafox are annual or

perennial herbaceous plants that are 

often found growing in sandy plains, 
deserts, savannas and grasslands. All of 

the species of palafox are native to North 

America, found primarily in the south

ern United States and northern Mexico.  

Palafox plants are erect and have a 

slender stem, and grow from 12 inches 

to just over 6 feet tall. Palafox plants usu

ally branch in the upper part of the stem 

with the lower half sparsely leaved.  

Palafox stems and leaves are glandular or 

hairy on the upper parts. The leaves are 

lance-shaped, are alternately arranged 

on the stems and measure up to three

quarters of an inch wide and 1.5 to 3 

inches long. The flower heads are ter

minal (occurring at the tip of the upper 

branches), and each flower has three 

narrow lobes. The narrow fruit (an ach

ene) has featherlike hairs (the pappus) 

with several pointed scales.  

Palafox attract butterflies, bees and 

birds and are used as food plants by the 

larvae of several butterflies and moths.

SIGHTS & SOUNDS T[XAS PARKS \WIl V AND RADID

o - 11A S m~

Oct. 27-Nov. 2: 
Texas horned lizard 
research; Possum 
Kingdom recovers 
from fire; a sprinting 
snail; responsibly 
reclaiming a coal 
mine; disappearing 
Bois d'Arc Creek.  

Nov. 3-9: 
Hunt for local foods 
feeds hunting; at-risk 
youth explore Big 
Bend; Brazos Bend 
wildlife; protecting the 
Daphne Prairie; TPWD 
celebrates 50 years.  

Nov. 10-16: 
Winter trout stocking;

wardens keep Texas 
waters safe; North 
Deer Island restoration; 
butterfly birth.  

Nov. 17-23: 
Texas' biggest birding 
contest; wade-fish the 
Texas coast; engaging 
Panhandle landowners 
and biologists; a fish 
on camera.  

Nov. 24-30: 
TPWD artist Clemente 
Guzman; geocaching 
as therapy; exploring 
habitat at the Thom
sen Foundation; 
fishing after dark; 
strutting turkeys.

\~J ~ A U I ~ ~1 -

Passport to Texas is your guide to the great Texas out
doors. Any time you tune in, you'll remember why you 
love Texas. Go to www.passporttotexas.org to find a 
station near you that airs the series.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE 

Winner of 12 Emmy Awards, our television on& 

series is broadcast throughout Texas on local 

PBS affiliates. In stereo with closed captions.  

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tv op1

Is

PASSPORT TO TEXAS 

Join host Cecilia Nasti weekdays for a 
90-second excursion into the Texas outdoors.  

Find a station near you, or listen on the Web, at 

www.passporttotexas.org

There are a few moth spe:iaiists that feed 

solely on specific species of palafox. Rosy 

palafox (Palafoxia rose) has been used for 

the treatment of fever. nausea and chills.  

Palafox species are found throughout 

Texas. Showy palafoxia or Eooker's 

palafoxia (Palafoxia hochriana) is a Texas 

endemic (found nowhere else bu: Texas).  

It grows along margins of woodlands on 

ceep sands from the Pineywoods west 

through the post oak belt and south to the 

South Texas sand sheet.  

Reverchon's palafoxia (Palafoia rever

c.-onn), another Texas endemic, is found 

in deep sandy soils in openings of post 
ca or pine woodlands. Rosy palafox 

(alafoxia rose) is found in sandy soils 

along the middle Gulf coast. the post oak 

belt, the Rolling Plains and High Plains.  

Sand palafox (Palafoxia sphacelata) is found 

in sandy soils throughout the High 

Plains, Rolling Plains and Trans-Pecos.  

Rio Grande palafox (Pawfoxia rograndis) is 

restricted to Big Bend and northern o 
Mexico in sandy or silty scils along the o 
Rio Grande. Texas palafox (?alafoxia texana) 

occurs in calcareous (usually rocky or { 

gravelly) soils in South Texas and in iso- o 

lated populations along the Caprock in W 

the High Plains. Small nalafox (Palafoxia 
callosa) is found in hmescone glades, sandy 

areas and gravelly stream edges through o 
most of Central TexaE and North Texas.  

Whether or not you know li:tle girls o 

who love pink, you will be amazed at the o 

number of species of butterflies and o 

moths that are attracted to palafox. If you 

have a chance, check out the amazing o 
criversity of palafox that is displayed 0 

through Texas landscapes.  

-Jfton Singhurst m
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Check out these digital offerings from Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine! Texas Hunting2013, an online-only 
digital extra, contains our annual hunting forecast, complete with tips and details from Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department experts, plus related TPWD videos and links to important TPWD resources. Find Texas 
Hunting2013at www.tpwmagazine.com. Also, digital versions of the print magazine are available as a bonus 
for subscribers, providing access via srnartphane, tablet or desktop. Subscribers can sign up here: 
www.tpwmagazine.com/digital/getdigital 
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1DIays in the Field/ B Melissa Gaskill 

DESIINAIION. SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 

TRAVEL TIME FROM: 
AUSTIN - 5.5 hours / BROWNSVILLE - 0.5 hours / DALLAS - 8.25 hours 
HOUSTON - 5.5 hours / SAN ANTONIO - 4.25 hours / LUBBOCK - 10 hours / EL PASO - 12 hours 

Watery Wonderland 
S0Lth Padre bland offers au atic adventures and wondrous views.

On this barrier island off the south 
tip of Texas, it's all about the water.  

The shallow, salty Laguna Madre 

bounds South Padre Island on one 

side, and the warm, mellow Gulf of 

Mexico on the other. I came to take 

Z * NOVEMBER 2013

full advantage of both.  

I kicked off my watery weekend with 

a sunset dinner cruise on the South

ern Wave. My friends and I boarded 

the enormous catamaran behind 

Louie's Backyard, along with about 12

other guests, many bearing coolers of 

their favorite beverages. As we glided 

through the glassy bay, we were served 

grilled shrimp, fajitas and fresh 

fruit. A guitarist added live music, 
and the bay and houses along the
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s- Clockwise fro top left: 
South Padre's Schlitter
bah offers fnon and 1f 

the beach; boardwalks 
k make it easy Soto ptid 

at the SuhPadre Island 
Birding and Nature Center; 

& Sea Turtle Inc. rescues 
injured turtles; sand castle 

4 ~ masters transform large 
chunks of sa into 
stunning creations; P1r 

itrcIsabel's hitrclighthouse 
is the onI Tea light
house open to the public.

shore offered plenty of sce 
We had front-row seats for 

spectacular show created wh 

giant orange sun set, its ray 

painting sky and water alile 
I then checked into Schli 

bahn Beach Resort, pleased 

room overlooking the Gulf 
original hotel on this spo s 
the hands of Hurricane Do 
vacant until 2011, when Sc 
terbahn completely remodel 
The 221-room property no 
furniture made by the com1 

craftsmen in New Braunfel 

wood from loblolly pines a 

trees killed by the 2011 Bas 
fires. The resort has its ow 
indoor, year-round water 

next door to the outdoor w 

In short, lots of water.  

After breakfast the next im 
the hotel's Seaside Grill, ove 
the beach (can't get enough 
view), I headed to Sea Turtl 

Founded in 1977 by "The T 
Lady," Ila Loetscher, this no

nery.  

the 

en a 

tter

to land a rescues and rehabilitates sea 

The and educates the public abo 
;uffered at endangered reptiles. It a-ms 

lly and sat turtles back to the wild. but 

hlit- injuries mean permanent r( 
led it. for some turtles, including.  
w boasts who had only one flipper at 
pany's the first sea turtle to success 

s, using prosthetic. These turtles he 

nd other public and school groups le 
trop area injuries occur in the w-ld a 

n heated, they can be prevented.  
ark and is From April to August, Se 

ater park. staff and volunteers patrol 

Padre beaches for Kemp's 
morning at nests, taking eggs into a pr 

erlooking corral for incubation. In :h 

of that season, 72 nests were foun 

Inc. containing 139 eggs. a state 
urtle (Public hatchling releases t 
nprofit June to August, at 6 30 a.

n2 

County Beach Access 3.. estimated 
d tes are posted on Sea Turtle Inc.'s 
weksite, but call (956) 433-5735 at 6 

aim. to confirm.) My vKsit didn't 
cincide with a release. but videos on 

the website are almcst as good. The 

gift shop carries unique items made 
turtles in communities historically depend

ut these ent on sea turtle poach-ng, providing 
to release locals with an alternative income. I 
severe bought nifty souvenirs or my kids 
residency and helped protect sea turtles at the 
Allison, sam-e time.  
sd became Next stop was the S.o th Padre 

fully use a Island Birding and Nature Center, 
[p the one of nine World Biiing Center 
amn how sires scattered across the Rio Grande 
nd how Valley. Exhibits on the second floor 

cover the formation of barrier 
~a Turtle's islands and the island's ecosystem, 
South including a flcor-tc-ceiling tankre 

idley creating an offshore platform reef 
ostected environment and models of 49 
se 2012 spe:ies of fish and invertebrates.  

d, one Outside, 4,800 feet o'boardwalk, a 
record. five-story birding tower and seven 

ake place bird blinds make it easy to spot 
n. at herons, ibises, roseate spoonbills,
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rails, egrets and 

depending on the sea
son - warblers, tan

agers and thrushes. I 

even saw an alligator.  

If you want more 

nature, options include dolphin cruises, the nearby 
Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge and the 

University of Texas-Pan American Coastal Studies Lab in 

Isla Blanca Park, which has aquarium displays and an 

extensive shell collection.  
For lunch, I enjoyed what is billed as the island's best 

beach cheeseburger (no argument from me) a: Caf6 cn 

the Beach at the Palms Resort, which has - you guessed it 

- a great view of the beach. Then I headed for a sand cas

tle building lesson with sand castle master Andy Hancock 

behind Boomerang Billy's. A jovial transplan: from 

England, Hancock is a master with a straw and a pencil, 
two essential if unexpected sand castle tools. His lessons 

unfold under a shade tarp amid a half-dozen large barrels 

topped with sand (building castles while standing up _aves 

the back and knees). Under his careful tutelage, almost 

anyone can transform a large chunk of sand into a stun

ningly detailed castle or some other :reation.  

When the lesson ended, I relaxed on the beach, watch

ing folks on surfboards and kiteboards taking advantage of 

the island's ever-present wind and_ waves. Both activities 

looked tempting, and I did make time for a dip in the 

Gulf, but kayaking was nex: on my list of fun in the water.  

South Padre Island Water Sports and Air Padre Kite

boarding, two establishments in one building, rent sur=

boards, kiteboards, stand-up paddle Boards and kayaks. I 

took a leisurely paddle through channels lined with impres

sive homes and out into the bay, where I could look through 

my boat's glass bottom at fish in the seagrass below.  

After washing off the sand and saltwater back at my 

hotel, I headed across the street to Pier 19. which stretches 

out over the water behind the KOA campground next to a 

fishing pier. The specialty is local, wild-caugh: seafood. I 
ordered six oysters on the half-shel and a seafood pc'boy 

made with fresh grouper, and then took a stroll down the

boardwalk to the palapa bar at its end to look for dolphins 

and take in another gorgeous sunset.  

The Laguna Madre covers more than 600 square miles, 

stretching from Mexico to the northern tip of North 

Padre Island. Originally one 1oo-mile-long barrier 

island, Padre became two when the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers dredged the Mansfield Channel to create access 

from the Gulf to Port Mansfield and the Intracoastal 

Waterway. With no major rivers flowing into it, tI-is 

sprawling estuary is hypersaline (saltier than the ocean).  

It's one of only six snch environments in the world. The 

average depth is 2.5 feet, with maximum depths of about 5 
feet, supporting marshes, algal flats and some 80 percent 

of the remaining seagrass habitat in Texas (see "Lift, 

Drift, Pole and Troll," Page 12).  

All of this creates excellent fishing grounds for spotted 

seatrout, redfish, black drum and flounder. The bay 

offers incredible access as well. No need for a guide or 

boat -just wade out from the shore and cast your line. If 

you prefer a shady seat and cold beverages at hand, char

ters that ply the bay are available, and, if nothing is biting 

there, they will head out to the jetties for gray snapper and 

Florida pompano.  
After an early morning fishing outing, I headed to the 

north end of town and South Padre Island Adventures, 

which most of us know as Horses on the Beach (it offers 

other adventures as well). The wrangler set me astride a 

handsome bay horse with a white star on her face. Rides are 

escorted, bu: not the standard nose-to-tail line typical of 

many stables. My steed and I trotted along with a group, 

splashing into the wa:er occasionally, pausing to watch pel

icans land and enjoying the wind through our respective 

manes. I rode for an hour, but one-and-a-half-hour early 

morning rides and one-anc-three-quarter-hour sunset 

rides are also available.  

On my way home from this island getaway, I made one 

last stop, just across the causeway in Port Isabel, :o climb 

the historic lighthouse. The only lighthouse in Texas still 

open to the -ublic, i: affords a nice, 360-degree view of 

the bay and a wistful look back at the island and the shim

mering Laguna Madre. *
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No Other Fruitcake Comes Close! 
As different from ordinary store-bought as night and day! 

:l3.di .0ee OJL

if 96 o ,I STREET A~L

Shipping Onre 

over $50.00I~

Each cake comes in its own handy $ 
reusable tin to ensure freshness.  You haven't tasted REAL fruitcake urtil 

You've tasted Collin Street DeLuxe® 
Fruitcake! It truly puts ordinary fruitcake :c 
shame. This is why people around the world 
have come back to us year after year, ordeni -, 
our fruitcake as gifts for their families, rends No. 101 Regular Size De uxe® (1 lb. 14 oz., serves 16-20)............$27.95 
-and themselves! We honor that trust wi 1 N.11RglrSz~~x~'( b 4o. evs1-0 .. $79 
every single order, using the same time-honored No. 102 Medium Size DeLuxe* (2 lbs. 14 oz.. serves 24-30) .......... $40.90 
recipe we started with in 1896. Every shipment No. 113 Apricot Pecan Cake (1 lb. 14 oz., serves 16-20) .............. $37.75 
guaranteed fresh, moist and delicious. No. 175 Apricot Pecan Cake (2 lbs. 14 oz., serves 24-30) ............. $49.70 
Our Customers Say- No. 115 Pineapple Pecan Cake (1 lb. 14 oz., serves 16-20) .......... $33.50 

... It outstrips allcakes Ihave ever tasted No. 149 Pineapple Pecan Cake (2 lbs. 14 oz.. serves 24-30) .......... $47.50 
(including my mother's)." No, 169 Apple Cinnamon Pecan Cake (1 lb. 14 oz., serves 16-20) ..... $35.70 
'7hroughout the office it was unanimous that noce No. 188 Apple Cinnamon Pecan Cake (2 lbs. 14 oz., serves 24-30) .... $48.55 
of us had ever met afruitcake we liked. We hzd :ne FREE STANDARD U.S. SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER $50.  
ofyourFABULOUS DeLuxe'Fruitcakes twck For orders under $50, please add 5.95 per U.S. shipment.  
this past week and changed our tune. "Frorrsu er$ ,pesedd5.5prU.shp n.  

"tis padust we ayI ne ourt cNot valid on orders previously placed. Not valid with other offers.  "It is made just the way I ike Christmas cakes tc he, OfreprsDcme 0 03 
rich and moist, and totally packed withfri it and Offer expires December 10, 2013.  
nuts -Jam almost ashamed to say thatI cen med 
one whole one myself- in the space ofa week I fLo T D E 
hasten to add" 

Call Toll-Free 800-292-7400 or visit: www.CollinStreet.com 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Name Q Visa ] MasterCard QAmerican Express Q Liners CILb [ Dislover 

Street FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER $50.00 

City Stat Zip P uase send order/gift is: to: KEYCODE 
Collin Street Bakery 310419 
P.D. Box 79, Corsicana, TX 75151 REQUIRED 

Signature L heck L Money Orcer LCredit Card 
L------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------
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A hiker sets off to be the first to walk 
the 130-mile Northeast Texas Trail.  

By CAMERON DODD // Photographs by CHASE A. FOUNTAIN
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he noon sun hits me from directly 
overhead,and I can feel beads of 
sweat form on my temples. I'm cov
ered in mud and bug bites, but there's 
a scent of honeysuckle and rain in the 

air, distracting me from a nagging soreness in 
my knees and shoulders after lugging a 30
pound pack for four days. A muddy, tired dog 
that has adopted me follows faithfully behind.

The author begins his journey in 
Farmersville, at Mile 0.0 of the 
130-mile trail.  
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I'm reviving the lost practice of foot 

travel, connecting the dots of isolated 

small towns and learning the effort 

needed to make long journeys through 

my own physical ability. In preparation, 
I've read John Graves' classic Goodbye to a 
River. I'm walking the Northeast Texas 

Trail, and, if all goes according to plan, 
I'll be the first to hike the entire 130 

miles on foot.  

The Northeast Texas Trail (NETT) 

rail-to-trail conversion project has been 

in the works since the 1990s, with vari

ous groups working on different legs of 

the trail. Union Pacific Railroad owns 

the trail land from Paris eastward to New 

Boston; the Santa Fe Railroad used the 

tracks in the western portion. The 

unused rail corridor was given to the 

trail development groups to prevent 

landowners from sectioning it off in case 

the railroad companies decide to return.  

Some cities, like Farmersville, Paris 

and New Boston, have taken advantage 

of this already-cleared corridor and 

tied it into existing park areas to 

encourage recreation and ecotourism.  

Other towns, as I'd find out along my 

journey, weren't so enthusiastic about a 

trail bringing bike, foot and horse traf

fic to their area and have let their sec

tion of trail become overgrown and

mostly impassable.  

I start my journey late in the day on 

May 14 in Farmersville, an hour north 

of Dallas. Here, the trail begins by 

Onion Shed Park and is paved and lined 

with streetlamps. Distances are marked 

every quarter-mile.  

But indications appear quickly of how 

drastically the form and condition of the 

NETT vary. After the first mile, the 

lights disappear. Shortly after that, the 

distance markers stop, and around the 

third mile, the trail is no longer paved. I 

reach this point just as the sun sets but 

continue on, following the light of my 

headlamp. Before the sun dips com

pletely beyond the horizon, the dense, 

albeit thin, lining of trees along the trail 

creates the illusion that I am walking 

through a thick forest. Being from the 

city and not knowing the validity of 

rumors I had heard of panthers in the 

area, I grip tightly in one hand the 

machete I had bought earlier that day. In 

the other hand I hold a fallen tree 

branch that makes for a crude but effec

tive walking stick.  

Walking alone in the dark of a forested 

trail is a good time to reflect on my 

motivation for making a 130-mile jour

ney on foot by myself. In a way, I was 

searching for an element of freedom
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Subscribe now to receive 10 issues for $20 
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Top row: The author at the 
Farmersville trailhead; Cad, 
National Grasslands; rusted cars in 
Pecan Gap; the old train station in 
Roxton. Bottom row: Outside and 
inside Gloria's Kitchen in Ladonia; a 
former railroad bridge near Roxton.

that I had recently felt fleeting from rry 
life. In the summer of 2012, after 

spending several months working on 

farms in rural France, I embarked on a 

weeklong trek down Spain's Camino de 

Santiago de Compostela. That journey 
took me over the Pyrenees and across 

Basque country, in the company of pil

grims from all over the world.  

Walking at my own pace and sleeping 

wherever I pleased in the ever-changing 

scenery, living off chorizo sandwiches 

and meeting interesting travelers from 

across the world - this was a life I want

ed to live forever. But reality hit after I 

returned to Texas and started working 

9-to-5 again. Looming ahead was a 

commitment to an intensive two-year

graduate school program. So in setting 

off on this long hike, I was looking to 

regain some of the wonder and freedom 

of being a young man traversing the 

world on his own terms, perhaps for the 

last time in my foreseeable future.  

The first day I cover six miles, camp

ing near a cemetery just inside the town 

limits of Merit. On the second day, I 

intend :c make it to Ladonia, covering a 

24-mile segment that might prove to be 
an overly ambitious undertaking. By the 

time I enter the Caddo National 

Grasslands, I am wet with rain and my 

pack weighs heavy on my shoulders.  

I consider bedding down on the trail.  

There's a lot of tree cover that might 

offer a little respite from a storm that's

clearly forming overhead. But I'm 

determined to stay on schedule, no 

matter what. Motivated by the desire for 

a cold beer to ease my tired body into 

sleep, I press onward.  

With sore knees, wet feet and the 

beginnings of blisters on my soles, I fol

low the trail into town, where I'm plan

ning to camp. Storm clouds continue to 

form overhead, and I'm eager to set up 

camp for the night. Just as I begin 

unpacking my tent, a man from a near

by house walks over. I assume he's going 

to chase me off, but to my surprise he 

greets me cheerfully and asks if I'm hik

ing the rail-trail.  

The man introduces himself as 

Harold, and explains that he works for
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the city and knows all about the trail. He 

tells me there's a store open until 8, and 

an old rodeo arena j ast past it where I'll 

find better shelter for my tent. Harold 

goes back to his house to get me a better 

walking stick, and returns with his son, 

who seems surprised that someone 

would willingly walk [30 miles.  

As I approach the rodeo area, Harold 

and his son pull up in their truck.  

Harold had called the mayor, who, either 

out of genuine concern for my safety or 

worry that a dead hiker would be bad for 

her town, instructed Harold to find me 

and take me to Rick Barrett, another city 

employee, who kindly lets trail cyclists 

stay in a cabin on his property.  

Barrett is out, but by phone he tells

me I am welcome, and tc help myself to 

the beer in the mini-fridge. At last, I 

drink my long-awaited beer with Harcld 

and his son.  

The dog shows up while I'm making 

dinner. I'm sitting on the covered 

porch, heating up beans on my Jetboil 
stove, when a brown dog of undeter

mined breeding pops ou- of the rain.  

Assuming it's Barrett's dog, I shove him 

away from my dinner and :ell him to go 

back to the main house.  

I awake the next day to fird it still 

raining. Half upset for the setback and 

half glad I can rest my legs a little longer, 

I slowly pack up and wait for the storm 

to quit. Around 8, I set out. hoping I 

might at least make it five miles to Pecan

GaF, but I get only as far as the store on 

the c:her side of town before it starts 

raining again.  

I continuee to hide frcm the storm 

until lunch, when I walk to Gloria's 

Kitchen, a local restaurant. On my way, 

the aog appears again and begins to fol

lcw me. Harold shows up at the restau

ran:, and I ask _Zim about the dog. He 

says people sometimes abandon dogs 

around there, but that this one locks 

attacLed to me and will probably make a 

good trail companion.  

Giing up on walking anywhere that 

day, I lead back to the caeiin with the 

dog and read on the por:h. Before 

going to s eep, I tell the cog that if he 

wan-s -o go with me, I'll be seating out 
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around 6. Sure enough, he appears on 

cue as I make coffee and follows me off 

onto the next leg of my journey.  

ANYONE FAMILIAR WITH THE HISTORY 

of small American towns can tell 

you the same story. How the 

ones lucky enough to have the railroad 

run right through their town experi

enced prosperity, only to later lose out 

when the highways bypassed them. A 

walk on the Northeast Texas Trail is a 

history lesson that underlines this point.  

Celeste, Ladonia, Pecan Gap - all these 

little towns, though populated by kind 

souls and hard workers, bear the scars of 

economic hardships.  

One of the main selling points for 

allowing the trail to run through a town, 

and for maintaining it, is the economic 

benefit it brings for places that other

wise don't offer much for tourists. With 

130 miles being too far to carry a week's 

worth of provisions, it is perfect that, 

with few exceptions, the towns I traverse 

on the NETT have grocery and conven

ience stores, cafes and restaurants. I like 

to imagine each of my little pit stops for 

beef jerky, cans of beans and the occa

sional diner meal along my journey as 

demonstrations, albeit small ones, of

the potential flow of tourist dollars 

across the region. A few cyclists have 

posted on the Internet about making 

"credit card rides," meaning all they 

carried along the trail were credit cards, 

staying :n hotels and eating at restau

rants along the way. I am more frugal, 

camping in public parks and eating 

mostly what I buy at grocery stores.  

When I take breaks in the towns, locals 

often ask about what I'm doing. Some 

ever- offer me a hot meal. But as long as 

the weather's clear, I prefer to drop my 

pack and rest out in the middle of 

nowhere. I sprawl out on the grass, and 

the dog lies down next to me, panting 

heavily. I feel connected to travelers who 

might have crossed this way before by 

foot, early settlers or even Caddo 

Inl-ans out hunting.  

A AFTER MY RAINY SOJOURN IN 

Ladonia, I am well rested, and 

my new companion follows 

close behind on a good, clean stretch of 

trail. In the cool air after the storm, 

walking is easy. Crimson cardinals dart 

across the trail, and the dog chases after 

the occasional rabbit, only to reappear 

empty-jawed out of the brush a few 

yards down the trail. Sometimes we spot

other creatures, like an armadillo root

ing around in the grass for grubs.  

I'll confess here that I will not become 

the first person to walk the entire 

Northeast Texas Trail. We make it six 

miles to Pecan Gap in an easy two 

hours. But, as soon as the trail meets 

FM 904, it disappears into a mess of 

brush, tall grass and trees. To make up 

for lost time and to avoid spending the 

day walking on a paved road, I catch a 

ride with a state transportation worker 

named Larry to the town of Roxton, 

where I pick the trail up again.  

Roxton has maintained the trail well.  

There's a restroom beside it and several 

shops nearby selling provisions, but five 

miles outside of town a landowner has 

set up a gate across the trail. The gate is 

easily scaled, but the overgrown grass is 

swampy. Heeding a warning about 

snakes, I opt to take the muddy country 

road around. After going several miles 

out of our way, we cross the trail again.  

It's open here, but still very overgrown. I 

bushwhack for a few hundred feet, but it 

becomes too difficult to determine 

which way to go. So I backtrack and 

again follow the country road a few 

miles to the main farm-to-market road, 

and flag down another ride.

36 * NOVEMBER 2013

-y_ 

Sa z y. ^



Zeno Blosson

The driver who picks me up turns out 

to be James Cooper, mayor of Roxton.  

While giving me a ride to Paris, he says 

he had seen me walking through town 

earlier and was curious how far I could 

get on the trail. The residents of Roxton 

are enthusiastic about the trail, he 

explains, and the city has invested a lot 

in it. He shares my disappointment :hat 

some landowners are not as enthusiastic 

about the project.  

I camp in Paris, and Earl Erickson 

meets me early the next morning.  

Erickson is the chair of the steering 

committee for the Trail de Paris bike 

ride and has been instrumental in writ

ing grant applications and promoting 

the trail. We'd been in contact during 

my trip planning, and he'd even sent.  

over his son, a doctor the night before 

our meeting, with suFplies for me to 

drain my blisters.  

Erickson and I walk together to 

where the NETT meets a series of 

nature trails that wind through an old

growth forest to the east of Paris and 

connect the main trail to the large 

Paris Sports Complex. Erickson is 

confident that soon they'll persuade 

the landowners and reluctant town 

officials to take down their fences,

maintain their sections of the corridor 

and connect the entire trail.  

From Paris, through Reno and to 

Blossom, around 10 miles, the trail is 

easy, mostly paved and totally clear. I had 

been warned that the trail becomes dif

ficult after Blossom, but I'm still hope

ful I can manage it. Trouble arises 

quickly, however, behind a Shell station 

in Blossom, where the path disappears 

into thick woods.  

Here I accept my last ride, from a 

kind schoolteacher on her way to 

Avery to see her grandchildren. From 

Avery to New Boston the trail is just as 

easy as the beginning in Farmersville. I 
hike another seven miles that after

noon and camp on a baseball field in 

De Kalb, just 12 miles from the New 

Boston trailhead.  

T HE ACT OF RAIL-TO-TRAIL 

conversion is significant for 

reasons other than the recre

ation and tourism that it allows. One of 

the initial promises of the railroad, and 

by extension industry in general, was 

safe and quick passage through the 

wilderness. Personal journeys on foot 

were replaced with blurred views of trees 

and hills in speeding vistas. Now the

From left: A walker hits her stride 
on the Trail de Paris, the Paris 
portion of the Northeast Texas 
Trail; trees line a section of trail 
near Paris; pastoral scenes are 
plentiful along the trail.  

Avery 
... ,....v..- De Kalb 

New Boston 

trail has returned to nature, and travel is 

done at a more deliberate pace. Walking 
is nowhere near as fast, but the journey 

is more than just getting somewhere 

fast. It's an exploration, both of the land 

and the self.  

When I reach the trailhead in New 

Boston where I'd left my car, there's no 

finishing line tape to break through, no 
rain of confetti, not a single soul to 

congratulate me on having walked 

(most of) a 130-mile trail in six days.  

It's late in the afternoon, and the stag

nant air holds the heat and humidity 

like a sauna. The dog, still following 

faithfully, finds a place in the shade and 

watches as I pack the car. For a dog that 
has willingly followed me for the last 

hundred miles down overgrown trails 

and into strangers' truckbeds, he takes a 

surprising amount of coaxing to jump 

into my car.  

OK, so I wasn't the first to walk the 

entire Northeast Texas Trail. But driv

ing back down U.S. Highway 82, which 

for a while runs almost beside the trail, 
I know I've momentarily lived at peace 

in the wild, taking away new lessons 

and new connections. Someday, per

haps, I'll be able to return to finish 

what I've begun. *
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LOGA FROG, 
SHARE A SNAKE 
CITIZEN SCIENTISTS PLAY A ROLE IN CONSERVATION 
BY REPORTING WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS.  
BY CULLEN HANKS AND NATALIE REINA
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INATURALIST, THE PROGRAM ASKS THEM 
FOR FOUR PIECES OF INFORMATION: WHO, 
WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE.
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FROM A YOUNG AGE, UNIVER
SITY OF TEXAS STUDENT EMILY 
POWELL HAS BEEN FASCINATED 
WITH WILDLIFE. AS A CHILD, 
SHE WAS CONSTANTLY ON THE 
HUNT FOR INSECTS, LIZARDS 
AND FROGS IN HER BACKYARD, 
SPARKING A PASSIONATE 
INTEREST IN REPTILES.

"I was always interested in finding 

wild animals, but I think I was also 

motivated when I was younger because I 

wanted to keep reptiles as pets, and my 

parents would not let me for years," 

Powell, a biology major, says. "I con

tented myself with observing them in 

the wild." 

A field herpetology course taught by 

University of Texas professor Travis 

LaDuc introduced Powell to the Herps 

of Texas (HOT) Project on iNaturalist.  
The project is an effort to map the dis

tribution of reptiles and amphibians 

through crowdsourced observations.  

The iNaturalist platform allows people 

to share their photos of plants and ani

mals, and in the process, it gives them 

the opportunity to learn about what they 

are seeing and contribute to conserva

tion efforts.  

"During the semester, we logged over 

300 observations of 87 species," Powell 

says. "I have only been using it for five 

months now, but I have found it to be a 

very useful program." 

iNaturalist is the perfect tool for 

anyone who wants to know more about 

wildlife. The website allows users to 

post observations as well as explore 

other observations. In addition, the 

iNaturalist mobile app allows people to 

report sightings when they are far from 

a computer or even a cellphone tower.  

When people post an observation on 

iNaturalist, the program asks them for 

four pieces of information: who, what, 
when and where. These basic ingredi

ents of an observation aid identification 

and allow biologists to create large, 

meaningful sets of data that can support 

conservation efforts.

"Wha" is the observer, the person 

posting the observation.  

"What" is the species identification.  

Fortunately, the platform is set up for 

naturalists of all skill levels, so observers 

don't need to know what species it is.  

"If you are unsure of what species you 

saw, you can upload the photo, ID it as 

'frog' or 'bird,' and mark it for an 

expert to help you," Powell says. Once 

the photo appears on iNaturalist, the 

comments section becomes a forum 

where others will chime in to identify 

the animal. When identified, the species 

observation is automatically linked to 

the profile page where you can learn 

more about it.  

"When" is the date. Recording the 

date of observation is important with 

reptiles and amphibians, since they're 

active only during certain seasons. The 

iNaturalist app can extract time, date 

and location information from data 

associated with smartphone pictures.  

"If I am pressed for time, I'll just 

snap a picture of the animal, record 

the location and save it to add later," 

Powell says.  

"Where" is especially valuable, as it 

helps biologists better understand what 

habitats support wild populations. The 

location is also essential for creating 

automated checklists for counties, parks 

and states on iNaturalist, a valuable 

resource for the amateur naturalist. The 

iNaturalist app automatically assigns the 

location using the phone's GPS, or 

observers can mark the location using a 

Google map on the iNaturalist website.  

Harnessing the power of the crowd, 

iNaturalist is constantly updating the 

profile of each species based on new

observations coming in.  

"You can find range maps of animals 

in books," Powell says, "but iNaturalist 
is much more reliable because you have 

proof that the species was seen in that 

location recently." 

Naturalist users can include addi

tional details about the animal in the 

"description" tab. They can list the 

number of animals, the habitat in which 

the animal was found, the animal's 

identification marks, the weather, 

behavior and more. These details enrich 

the experience of other iNaturalist users 

and add value to research. For example, 

if the animals have young, the popula

tion or the habitat may be more valuable 

to conservation efforts.  

The HOT Project on iNaturalist was 

started in September 2012 as an experi

ment, but it has exceeded the curators' 

best expectations. In the first year, the 

project has accrued 250 members and 

documented more than 4,000 observa

tions. Perhaps more significantly, the 

project has documented more than 200 

species, which is more than 90 percent 

of the reptiles and amphibian species 

found in Texas.  

The success of the project has been 

due in large part to the high caliber of 

the three curators (well-respected pro

fessional herpetologists from major 

research and conservation institutions) 

who are managing the project: Toby 

Hibbitts, curator of amphibians and 

reptiles at Texas A&M University; La

Duc, assistant curator of herpetology at 

the University of Texas at Austin; and 

Andy Gluesenkamp, state herpetologist 

for the Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department. This team has not only 

introduced the project to the naturalist 

community, but also has been very 

active in providing feedback on people's 

observations. Every observation sub

mitted to the HOT Project is validated 

by at least one of these three expert 

curators (in addition to the feedback 

from the iNaturalist community).  

So why are these professional her

petologists taking time to check all of 

these observations? One major reason 

is that they enjoy it.  

"As a child, I was always thrilled to 
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see reptiles and amphibians in the 

wild," Gluesenkamp says. "That pas

sion has never waned, and much of 

what I do as a parent and as state her

petologist involves sharing my love of 

nature with others." 

Another reason for their participa

tion is the sense that this project could 

have a revolutionary impact on research 

and conservation for herps in Texas.  

While the first year has been an impres

sive success, it is still only scratching the 

surface of the power of the crowd to

generate an i e 

understand that 

at what has been 

with an online pl 

Started in 200 

of Ornithology a 

Audubon Society 

bird checklist tha 

upload observati 

computer. By u 

the crowd, eBird 

than 140 million 

from around the 

alone, birders ha 

7.5 million obse 

eBird has prov 

resource for bird 

research and con 

the data is not co

dardized methodology, the sheer vol

ume of observations allows researchers 

to discover patterns in populations that 

were not detectable before. For exam

ple, although ornithologists thought 

there was a single population of indigo 

buntings in the United States, they have 

discovered that there are actually two 

populations with very different migra

tory strategies.  

"If the HOT Project results in just

iy observations. To 
potential, we can look 

accomplished for birds 

atform called eBird.  

2 by the Cornell Lab 
nd the National 

, eBird is an online 

at allows birders to 

ons via smartphone or 

locking the power of 

has compiled more 

observations of birds 

world. In Texas 

ve reported more than 

rvations.  

en to be an invaluable 

ers, as well as for 

servation. Even though 

llected with a stan-

I percent of the volume that eBird has 

achieved, it will have a profound impact 

on our knowledge of reptiles and 

amphibians in Texas," Gluesenkamp 

says. "It has already started to refine our 

understanding of the distribution of 

wild populations through observations 

beyond the expected range." 

For example, the recent observation 

of an unknown rattlesnake posted to 

HOT proved to be of one of the east

ernmost occurrences of the ornate 

black-tailed rattlesnake. With enough 

observations, this data can be used to 

model the distribution of each species 

using geographic information systems, 

or GIS. These models will fine-tune 

range maps and highlight regions where 

populations were thought to exist but 

actually may not exist.  

On a finer scale, these models are 

helpful for identifying habitats that are 

essential to certain species. This will 

provide powerful baseline data for 

understanding how species could be 

affected by changes in habitat or cli

mate. This is why all observations are 

valuable, and no species is "too com

mon" to report.  

The power of the crowd will also be 

an important early detection system for 

changes in ranges and colonization



events. This is especially important with 

non-native and potentially invasive 

species. Already, the project has detect

ed undocumented non-native species 

like a bearded dragon found in a Fort 

Worth park. In such cases, early detec

tion can be critical to responding to the 

introduction of a non-native popula

tion. The project has also helped map 

the distribution of known non-native 

species like the Cuban brown anole.  

Should this population start to really 

grow, the project will detect it.  

Of course, any observation of a rare 

species is valuable. In many cases, 
species are thought to be rare because 

of a lack of information. As an exam

ple, the Texas tortoise is considered a 

declining species, but the HOT Project 

could show that it is more common 

than once thought.  

On the other hand, an observation 

of a truly rare species is a significant 

conservation opportunity. Rare species 

are often passed off as common 

species because they are not often 

encountered, but such an observation 

is likely to be recognized in the HOT 

Project. For example, the spot-tailed 

earless lizard has not been detected 

throughout the southern half of its 

range despite a concerted effort to 

find it. A single observation would 

offer an opportunity to study where 

the lizard is persisting and to better 

understand the reasons for its decline.  

No matter how common or rare the 

species, the observation is valuable.  

"Using iNaturalist makes me feel I am 

doing my part to provide information 

for researchers and conservationists," 

Powell says. *

TPWD CITIZEN SCIENCE PROJECTS 
TPWD is involved in several citizen science programs. These programs rr ake up TPWD's Texas 
Nature Trackers, associated with the Texas Master Naturalist program. Unlike iNaturalist, these pro
grams are tailored toward specific animals, but like iNaturalist, these programs help us learn more 
about animals and their habitat distribution. The animals include tarpon, mussels, horned lizards, 
box turtles, whooping cranes and many more. Here are a few of the programs: 

Texas Nature Trackers: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/trackers 
Texas Horned Lizard Watch: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/hornedlizards 
Texas Whooper Watch: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/whoopingcranes 
Texas Mussel Watch: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/mussels 
Tarpon Observation Network: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tarpon 
Box Turtle Survey Project: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/boxturtles 
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OF COURSE, ANY OBSERVATION OF A RARE 
SPECIES IS VALUABLE. IN MANY CASES, 
SPECIES ARE THOUGHT TO BE RARE 
BECAUSE OF A LACK OF INFORMATION.  
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THEY ARE go MILES APART 
and in different ecological regions of the state, but the two ranches 
have one very important thing in common - both are owned by a 
couple who have worked hard to rejuvenate their land.

The Buckhollow Ranch in Uvalde and 

Real counties on the Edwards Plateau 

and the Stockard-Sirianni Ranch on the 

South Texas plains of Frio County belong 

to the family ofJack and Jan Cato of 

Houston. In the spring, the couple won 

the 2013 Leopold Conservation Award, 

Texas' highest honor for private land 

conservation, in recognition of the con

servation measures they have taken to 

improve their two special pieces of Texas.  

Given in honor of storied conserva

tionist Aldo Leopold, the award is con

ferred each year by the Sand County 

Foundation, an international nonprofit 

organization devoted to private land 

conservation, in partnership with the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department as 

part of its Lone Star Land Steward 

Awards program. In Texas, the Leopold 

award is sponsored by the Lynde and 

Harry Bradley Fund for the Environ

ment, Silver Eagle Distributors and the 

Lee and Ramona Bass Foundation.  

In 2004, the Catos received a regional 

land steward award for their accomplish

ments on the 6,000-acre Buckhollow 

Ranch. Two years later, they were singled 

out for a second award for what they have 

done with the Stockard-Sirianni Ranch, 
which covers 2,900 acres.  

"Winning two regional land steward 

awards and now the Leopold award is a 

phenomenal accomplishment, never 

achieved in Texas, and a true testament 

to their dedication to land stewardship," 

TPWD Executive Director Carter Smith 

says. "The Catos have dedicated an 

extreme amount of time and personal

sacrifice in an effort to reach their 

wildlife and habitat management goals." 

The Catos accepted the crystal Leo

pold award and a check for $10,000 at 

the annual Lone Star Land Steward 

Awards dinner in Austin on May 21.  

"Aldo Leopold comprehended the 

necessity of the private landowner pro

viding and improving habitat. The Catos 

have done that in spades, and, probably, 
with spades," says Brent Haglund, Sand 

County Foundation president. "We know 

many 'tools' have been used by the Catos 

to make their land a much more wildlife

rich part of Texas, and we are glad to be 

part of this partnership recognition." 

The couple inherited an interest in 

the Frio County property from Jan's 

father 35 years ago and have owned the 

Buckhollow Ranch since 1997. The 

Stockard-Sirianni Ranch is held by a 

family limited partnership. Even so, the 

Catos became the driving force in 

ramping up conservation efforts.  

"We thought, 'What can we do to make 

it enjoyable for everyone, mainly us and 

wildlife?' "Jack Cato says.  

Born in Galveston and raised near 

Hermann Park in Houston, he traces his 

love of the outdoors to his early teenage 

years, when an uncle often took him 

fishing and hunting on a 50-acre tract 

near Rosharon, south of Houston.  

"I was around 14 years old, the perfect 

time to turn bad or turn good," he says, 

laughing. "I enjoyed that time, though it 

was less important for a while after I dis

covered girls and had to wade through 

high school."

After graduating from the University 

of Texas with a degree in history, Cato 

got drafted and served in the military for 

20 months. Not long after that, working 
in downtown Houston, Cato met his 

future wife. A mutual love for crossword 

puzzles, coffee, the outdoors and wildlife 

led to a relationship and later marriage.  

Proving that a college major is not 

necessarily the predictor of someone's 

future career, Cato became an oil and 

gas landman, acquiring leases for explo

ration and drilling. He later expanded 

into real estate and other aspects of the 

petroleum business.  

Over time, Cato rekindled his interest 

in wildlife and developed a passion for 

wildlife viewing and birding.  

"At some point in your life," he says, 
"you realize you are mortal, that you're 

not going to go around but this one time.  

And that time is right now. You have to 

appreciate life for what it is, something so 

varied and diffuse that we're never going 

to understand all of it." 

In the early 1990s, the Catos began 

looking for ranchland. Over a seven

year period, their real estate agent 

showed them numerous properties all 

over the Hill Country and South Texas 

before they finally settled on Buckhollow 

Ranch. They wanted a place with water 

on it (Jan wanted something that 

reminded her of childhood time spent at 

Camp Mystic in Kerr County), and pre

ferred the Edwards Plateau to the more 

arid ranch country farther south toward 

the border.  

"When we had the good fortune to

"WINNING TWO REGIONAL LAND STEWARD AWARDS AND NOW THE 
LEOPOLD AWARD IS A PHENOMENAL ACCOMPLISHMENT, NEVER ACHIEVED 

IN TEXAS, AND A TRUE TESTAMENT TO THEIR DEDICATION TO LAND 
STEWARDSHIP," TPWD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CARTER SMITH SAYS.
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he Buckhollow Ranch, top photos, is in the Edwards Plateau, and 
he Stockard-Sirianni Ranch, bottom photos, is in the South Texas 
dains. Stockard-Sirianni manager Oscar Gonzales, left, is following 
n the footsteps of his uncle, who served as foreman for decades.
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oiing hI s dot the landscape at the Buckhollow Ranch. At right, the Catos relax at a spring-fed pool a he Buckhollow.

come across the Buckhollow," Jack Cato 

says, "we knew we had finally found the 

right ranch." 

Though Cato says he's never had an 

abstract of title prepared for the proper

ty, he believes it has had only four or five 

owners since it was first established in 

the 19th century. Part of the Buckhollow 

used to be owned by the flamboyant 

Houston oil tycoon Glenn McCarthy 

along with several other Houston oil

men who wanted a Hill Country get

away. A later owner, the individual from 

whom the Catos purchased the ranch, 

raised cattle on the place, as had all the 

previous owners other than the oilmen.  

The Buckhollow overlooks the Dry 

Frio River and has wildlife ranging from 

the Guadalupe soft-shell turtle to 

numerous bird species to axis deer and 

native whitetails.  

"The ranch is well-watered in the Frio 

canyon, and the place never looks bad, 

with no animals beating it down and 

overgrazing it," Cato says.  

Located just west of Garner State 

Park, Buckhollow features a main 

ranch house and several other struc

tures built on a for-hire basis by the 

same Depression-era Civilian Conser

vation Corps workers who constructed

the facilities at Garner.  

"When we got Buckhollow," Cato 

says, "we continued what we started 

on the family ranch. We leased it out 

one year for cows, but then we said 

'no more,' and started clearing cedar.  

We left the cedar piled in low rows for 

small animal cover. We're not inter

ested in growing big deer; we're 

interested in all wildlife, from insects 

to birds to whitetails." 

That involves managing the land to 

improve wildlife diversity and to pro

vide optimum habitat for that wide 

range of creatures.  

As retired TPWD biologist Richard B.  

Taylor said in his nomination of the 

Catos for the Leopold award, "The 

emphasis is on improving the native 

habitat through proper range and 

wildlife management, and to maintain 

healthy, native wildlife populations 

with an emphasis on nongame, threat

ened and endangered species." 

Goals for the Stockard-Sirianni 

Ranch, the biologist continued, "are to 

maintain as healthy an ecosystem as pos

sible, while allowing and maintaining 

maximum biodiversity through innova

tive habitat management." 

On that ranch, which is owned and

operated by multiple heirs, the manager 

uses cattle as a wildlife management 

tool. Stocked conservatively, the ranch is 

managed for maximum diversity of 

South Texas wildlife.  

One thing Cato says he learned in 

studying history is that people make the 
same mistakes over and over again, and 
that's particularly true when it comes to 

the land.  

"It's amazing what land will do if just 
left alone," Cato says. "It's kind of reas
suring. If man would just let the land 

alone, without trying to corrupt it, the 

land will heal itself." 

But since acquiring the Buckhollow 

Ranch, the Catos have hardly left it 

alone. Taylor's nomination listed these 

accomplishments: 

Because of excellent habitat man

agement, endangered species such as 

the black-capped vireo, golden

cheeked warbler and Tobusch fishhook 

cactus are increasing on the Buck

hollow Ranch. Natural springs are 

returning to life, and flow volumes 

have increased since the Catos pur

chased the ranch. Because of the ample 
ground cover that has become estab

lished through sound management 

practices, water penetration has
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improved, runoff has slowed, and soil 

erosion has noticeably diminished.  

Native plant populations have been 

surveyed on Buckhollow by the Texas 

Nature Conservancy and monitored by 

various agencies including TPWD and 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture's 

Natural Resources Conservation Ser

vice. Texas snowbell, an endemic native 

plant, was reintroduced several years ago 

in an attempt to re-establish it in its 

historical range.  

On the Stockard-Sirianni Ranch, 

twice-yearly helicopter surveys are con

ducted to assess populations of white

tailed deer, coyote, feral hog, javelina, 

turkey and quail. Incidental herpetolog

ical surveys have also been conducted by 

the landowners, TPWD and ranch visi

tors. Plant surveys targeting native grass

es have been undertaken by South Texas 

Natives and TPWD. Bird populations 

are also monitored throughout the year 

by various bird watching groups and 

individuals, including the Catos, who 

are active birders.  

The Catos have participated in a 

prescribed burn school and numerous 

wildlife seminars to better educate 

themselves on habitat management and 

environmental issues. Most of their

knowledge has been directly applied to 

the landscape.  

* Water guzzlers (mechanical watering 

devices) installed throughout Buck

hollow Ranch continue to benefit 

wildlife by improving species distribu

tion and decreasing dependence on nat

ural springs, rivers and streams.  

Extensive stands of ashe juniper 

have been removed to increase spring 

flow, and four solar-powered water wells 

have either been retrofitted or drilled.  

Water diversion berms have been created 

across all hillside roads to prevent soil 

erosion, and one small holding tank has 

been created to capture seasonal water 

for wildlife. This has helped reduce 

negative impacts to sensitive areas.  

* As a result of extensive habitat man

agement on Buckhollow Ranch, native 

grasses such as little bluestem are 

returning at an increasing rate, slowly 

replacing the non-native King Ranch 

bluestem that previous owners planted.  

Browsing pressure on woody plants such 

as live cak has decreased dramatically, 
allowing ample regeneration.  

At the Stockard-Sirianni Ranch, the 

Catos have replaced fences and instituted 

a rotational grazing system. This has 

benefited the native habitat and

improved livestock production. In addi

tion, a roughly 20-acre wetland has been 

established for resident and migratory 

waterfowl, complete with levees and 

pipelines to maintain water levels. More 

than 100 bird nesting boxes have been 

put up on the property, including blue

bird boxes, screech owl boxes, wood duck 

boxes and purple martin houses. Bat 

boxes have also been installed.  

Beyond the work they have done on 

their land, the Catos have been gener

ous in sharing their properties with 

others - including local residents, 

neighbors, conservation groups, uni

versities, and state and federal agencies.  

They have been actively involved with 

TPWD, NRCS, the Nature Conser

vancy, West Texas A&M University and 

Southwest Texas Junior College by 

allowing these agencies or institutions 

to use the ranches for meetings, field 

days, research projects, demonstrations 

and educational programs.  

Earlier this year, the Catos placed 

the Buckhollow Ranch under a perpet

ual conservation easement with the 

Nature Conservancy.  

At 67, Cato says he doesn't have a 

bucket list. "I just want to see our native 

habitat thriving." * 
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The birds fell in heaps - ducks and geese, cranes 
and swans, shorebirds of all sizes. They were shot both 
night and day by any means imaginable and unimaginable 
- targeted by sportsmen aboard trains, in boats and from 

behind livestock. Yes, livestock.  
A century ago, the Texas coastal landscape looked a lot 

different, and so did waterfowl hunting. Both were 

unregulated, untamed and unreachable, unless you had 

the means and the desire. Back before the Intracoastal 
Waterway carved an industrial swath along the coast and 

before South Padre Island became an international vaca
tion hot spot, duck hunting was the trend for recreation 

and commerce 

on the Texas 

coast. Ducks 

helped shape 
the coast.  

"It's an 

untold story," 

says Rob 
Sawyer, a duck 

hunter who 

grew up read-

A CENTURY AGO, THE TEXAS COASTAL 

LANDSCAPE LOOKED A LOT DIFFERENT, 

AND SO DID WATERFOWL HUNTING.  

ing about waterfowl hunting on Chesapeake Bay, where he 

lived, and along the eastern seaboard. "I moved to Loui
siana and bought books about the rich waterfowl hunting 
heritage there, but when I got to Texas there really were 

no books about it. That meant either there was no history 

or it hadn't been told. I'm a history buff and figured the 
only way I'm going to read the book I wanted to read was 

to write it. So I did." 
In his book, A Hundred Years of Texas Waterfowl Hunting, Sawyer 

presents in images and words an insight into an era far 

removed from the conservation ethic represented in 

hunting today. It is neither an endorsement nor condem

nation of the actions of those early sportsmen who saw 

skies darkened by massive and seemingly endless flocks of 
birds. The book is, as he puts it, "a gumbo of fact, legend 
and lore that is Texas waterfowling history." 

If Texas has a duck hunting legacy, it is arguably one

steeped in big business. Ducks have always carried value of 
one kind or another, whether for sustenance, trade or 

pleasure. Early settlers relied on the annual winter 

migrants for food, feathers for pillows and rendered lard 

for cooking. Then came the mar
ket men who saw waterfowl as a 

pure commodity to be harvested 

for profit. In the early 1900s, 
market hunting in Texas was out

lawed, and the ducks were left to 

. sportsmen and businessmen, who 

saw a different value in a duck.  
Exclusive private hunting clubs 

began springing up along the 

Texas coast as early as 
the 1

8 70s and served 

as an oasis for the 

well-heeled sports

man. Today, a typical 
a %waterfowl hunt might 

consist of a half-day 
slog in and out of the 
marsh, but it wasn't 

uncommon for a 

waterfowler a century 

ago to spend a month 
or longer on a waterfowl hunting get

eaway. Travel to duck country took 
Coast. days from Dallas or San Antonio 

market hunting was before the railroads and automobiles.  
outlawed in the Ardent sportsmen from Chicago and 

S1900s points east traveled by steamer or 
ducks were left to schooner for weeks to reach the birds 

sportsmen such . and were at the mercy of the weather.  

these in the 1920s. Much of the early development and 

Rob Sawyer spells it infrastructure along the coast was born 

out in his book out of duck hunting.  
Legend has it that the city of Port

Arthur got its start in a duck hunt. In 1899, barbed-wire 

magnate John Warne Gates killed 900 ducks in the area in 
one morning and was so impressed with the hunting that he 

decided to stay. He built a magnificent two-story colonial 

mansion that he called his hunting lodge and traveled there 

each fall from Chicago along the Mississippi River aboard 
his 00-foot yacht. Gates then constructed a manmade 

impoundment below Sabine Lake and built more infra

structure, including a three-story lodge and a spur road off
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the Kansas City Southern rail line that dropped his guests 
off at the door. Granted, that early foundation for Port 
Arthur was soon overshadowed by the discovery of oil at 
the Spindletop oil field, but it was an example of how duck 

hunting on the coast sparked development by prominent 
industrialists of the era.  

"Those duck clubs were designed for pleasure and for 

business, big business. They were the country clubs of 
today, and they followed the railroads," Sawyer says. "As 
soon as businessmen learned in San Antonio in 1896 

that the rails would connect to Rockport, even before the 
rails were laid, they started building on the coast. From 
Ingleside south, every single major land development was 

centered on fishing and shooting, and that's how they 
marketed them." 

Proprietors of these exclusive hunting resorts carved 
out luxurious accommodations in an otherwise hostile 

environment to ensure the comfort of their guests. Pri

vate gamekeepers, whose job was to keep local hunters off 
prime shooting areas, were also called fence riders or 
game wardens and were often confused in the early 1900s 

with the real lawmen by the same name.  
The elite sportsmen of the day rode in fancy private 

Pullman cars accessorized with dog kennels, gun racks, 
dining room and kitchen, as well as staff to cater to their 
needs. The trains were even used as a part of the hunt.  

On some lines, the conductor would stop along the 

route to allow hunters to shoot prairie-chickens, quail 

and deer. On the Gulf and Interstate Railway between 

Galveston and Beaumont, hunters could get off and 

sneak up on mallards while the other passengers cheered

and jeered. In South Texas, ducks along the tracks of the 
Rio Grande Railway bridges between Port Isabel and 
Brownsville were shot from windows of the slow-moving 

train; the conductor would then stop to permit the 
hunters to retrieve their game.  

The railroad played a huge role in getting hunters to 
the marsh. It wasn't uncommon for hunters to carry 
camping gear, and the train conductors would stop any

where along the line to allow them to get off and go hunt 
for a few days. When ready to go home, the hunters 
would follow the rail tracks and flag down a train for the 

ride back.  
Trains weren't the only means hunters used to get close 

to the birds. Some enterprising waterfowlers inland on 

the prairies used trained livestock as moving "blinds" to 

creep within shooting range. Steers and oxen were taught 
to move in slow circles as if grazing, all the while getting 

closer to unsuspecting feeding waterfowl.  

The introduction of the gas-operated engine became a 
game-changer for moving waterfowlers to and from the 

marsh. Automobiles and outboard motors enabled 
hunters to reach the ducks from all sides. Rather than 

taking weeks, waterfowlers could take day hunts.  
"Waterfowlers were among the first to embrace the 

gasoline engine and what it could do to help get them to 
the birds," Sawyer says.  

Looking at vintage photos of marsh buggies and early 

airboats in Sawyer's book is reminiscent of the 19 6 0s 
movie classic, Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines.  

Sawyer's book is available through Texas A&M Univer
sity Press (www.tamupress.com). *
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Comfort-Fit 
Roruovabir Insole 

n ~s 

Smart Memory 
Master Shock Absorber 
Adjusts to Your Weight 

Twin Stabi izers I 
X-ray view simulated

HARMFUL SHOCK 
* Relieve discomfort 
e Increase athletic; 

performance 
Improve posture 

* Feel rejuvenated 
e Ideal for rehahililattin1 

The All New 
NEX TA 

TB9001 MBU 
Men's Blue

IMAGINE LIFE PAIN FREE 
ABSORB THE HARMFUL SHOCK THAT MAY CAUSE PAIN 

IN YOUR FEET, KNEES, BACK OR JOINTS 
Experience relief from standing on hard surfaces with a shoe that makes every step pillow-soft. As you age, 
the cartilage protecting your joints becomes dehydrated, thinner and less resilient. Movements you've done all 
your life -Even those as simple as walking or going up and 
down stairs- can tear or bruise this vulnerable tissue leaving Dr. Arnold Ross, DPM 
you suffering with sore joints. "I recommend Gravity Defyer 
If you dream of a healthier more active you, free from te shoes to my patients and friends 
stress and discomfort caused by leg pain, knee pain, or joint I wear them myself!" 
pain, then you're ready for Gravity Defyer. It is the wellness of Pod ro d ine, Private Practice: West Los Angeles 
footwear that will not only help today, but protect your body Board Certied, ABPOPPM 
for a bette- tomorrow.  
Walk more, be more active and stay on your feet longer with the ultimate in comfort and protection! 
Now, for a limited time only, try Gravity Defyer shoes Free for 30 Days. * If you're not completely satisfied, return 
them and pay nothing -but we know you'll love them. Call or visit our website today. This offer will not last!

NEXTA 129.95

MEN is 

A. TB9001 MBS

C TB9001FBS

B.TB9001MWBB

-... n SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER! .

Try them Free for 30 Days* 
Don't miss this chance to change your life forever! 

www.gravitydefyer.COm/MX8LDM6 
or call (800) 429-0039 

Coupon Code: MX8LDM6 

e -REE RETURNS - FREE EXA NGES 

MEN WOMEN 

MARSEILLE I NANET JENDA 
Size 7.5-15 S145 Size 6-11 S1 O Size 5.5-11 S139.95 

TB841 L TB7055FL TB747FL

D.TB9001 FWP

VS2 VersoShock1 Sole 
Exclusive Shock Absorbing System

ABSORBS SHOCK PROPELS YOU 
ON HEEL STRIKE FORWARD

Our all-new VS2 VersoShock 
trampoline sole will help guard 
your joints against harmful shock, 

reducing peak 
"' forces so your 

' body can adjust 
__ more naturally.  

Feel rejuvenated 
scan to learn nore 

as the hidden 
shock absorbers propel you 
forward: restoring energy! 

900 '- ---- 60 

00oo 

700 - 1 -_- 4 

500 

400 

200 

100 10 

40% LESS 19%MORE 
Harmful Impact Energy Return 
than the leading competitor than the leading competitor 

SHOCK ABSORPTION STUDY HPW Biomechanics, 2012 
*Shock absorption: Measurement of maximim pressure (KP).  
Energy return: Measurement of energy returned (Joules).

t 

.
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GEICO for your RV

GEICO is the right choice for you. You'll find 

competitive rates, olus all the coverages you d expect 

from a great RV insurance company. You'll work with 

people that know and love RVs as much as you do, so 

you'll know you're being taken care of by an enthusiast 

who understands your needs.

geico.com 

1-877-434-2678 

local office

Some discounts, covrages, payment plans and features are not availae in all states or al GEICO companies. G00 is aej siterd se vice mar of Goverment EmployEs Insurance Cbma-y, oashington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathouay hc. ;ubsid ar. ® 2013 GE100
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