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This month, we look at San 

Augustine through the recollec

tions of Richard Murphy, a 

writer who grew up there in the 

Thirties, and through the keen j.  
eyes of one of the finest docu

mentary photographers of the 

20th Century, Russell Lee.  

In 1939, under the auspices of 

the Historical Division of FDR's 

Farm Security Administration, 

Lee went to San Augustine with 

his wife, Jean, to document the daily life 

of an East Texas town. His images cap

ture myriad facets of small-town exis

tence shortly before the eruption of 

World War II and its consequences in

delibly altered life for the remainder of 

the century. (The Lees moved to Austin 

after the war.) 

Our photography editor, Michael A.  

Murphy (no relation to Richard), has 

especially fond memories of Russell Lee, 

whose encouragement and friendship 

helped shape Mike's career path. While 

Mike was attending graduate school at 

the University of Texas in Austin in the 

mid-1970s, photojournalism teacher 

Larry Schaaf invited him to a luncheon 

with several photographers. The group 

was small, but it included Russell Lee, 
who had recently retired from teaching 

photography in UT's art department; 

Lee's replacement, Gary Winogrand; 

and other photographers from the art 

and journalism departments. The get

together soon became a regular event.  

"The group really enjoyed not only 

the companionship, but the various 

experiences and viewpoints on life, art, 
photography, and journalism," Mike 

recalls. "We'd generally meet about 

once a month at Russ Lee's home in 

west Austin, visit for a while, then take 

an extended lunch together, usually 

at Matt's El Rancho or at Louie Mueller 

Barbecue restaurant in Taylor.  

"Even after some of us students left 

school, we made it a point to continue

-r J I6 
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In 1939, Russell Lee photographed contributor 
Richard Murphy (top photo, in striped overalls, 
wielding scissors) and, from left, fellow fifth 
graders Maurice Mitchell, Charles Withers, and 

James Hooker The boys are taking the comic sec

tion out of a Weekly Reader to make their own 
comic book. Noted photographer Lee (above) was 

a great mentor and lunch companion for Austin 
photographers in the 1980s.  

these lunches, although it wasn't as 

often as we would have liked. Over the 

years, our group has dwindled-the 

younger 'students' have moved away, 

and the older 'teachers' have died. But 

every six months or so, a few of us still 

get together over barbecue, clink our 

beer bottles to the memory of Russ and 

the others, and talk photography." 

Russ Lee died on August 28, 1986, but 

his images live on in publications around 

the world. We hope you enjoy his San 

Augustine photographs, which begin 

on page 36, as well as our stories on 

E-nest Tubb, Marble Falls, Thistle Hill, 
agave, and granite.
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ERNEST TUBB: REMEMBERING THE TEXAS TROUBADOUR by Gene Fowler 

Country-and-western legend Ernest Tubb waltzed across Texas for four decades, captivating 
fans with his generous nature, homespun melodies, and heartfelt delivery

9 
FALL " GOVEI "KEEP IT COUNTRY, B&vs" by Gene Fowler 

90SIT& Two of Ernest Tubb's admirers, Hank Thompson and Junior Brown, carry on the country
and-western tradition
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IJAKE IT FOR GRANITE by Larry D. Hodge 

From Enchanted Rock to The Ballpark at Arlington to the State Capitol, Texas is in the pink
pink granite, that is. A vast Hill Country repository yields tons of the rosy rock, as popular 

abroad as it is at home 

20 
MARBLE FALLS: A LAKESIDE TREASURE by Rosemary Williams 

With Lake Marble Falls at its doorstep and several other Highland Lakes nearby, Marble Falls 
doesn't lack for watersports or natural beauty. Indoor pleasures include historical buildings, 

eclectic shopping, fine arts, and delicious food 

28 
AGAVE: NOBLE SURVIVOR by Richard Reynolds 

Hardly spineless, agave plants are as tough as they come-they thrive in dry, inhospitable 
environments. But the agave displays a beauty all its own, as captured in this photo feature

Abel Crow, age 8, gets ready to dig into a straw
berry sundae at Michel's Drug Store in Marble 
Falls. The Michel family has operated the drug
store for more than a century (see story, page 20).  

ABOUT OUR COVERS 
FRONT-Rosy shades in a Hill Coun
try sunset complement the granite 
slabs on the dome of Enchanted 
Rock. For more photos of Texas pink 
granite, turn to page 12. Photo 
Richard Reynolds 

BACK-An unidentified man weighs 
himself on penny scales in 1939 
San Augustine. Russell Lee's photos, 
beginning on page 36, are rich in 
nostalgic detail. Russell Lee/Library 
of Congress

36 
SATURDAY ON THE SQUARE by Richard Murphy 

Russell Lee's 1939 photographs of San Augustine evoke memories 
of many a Texas town of that era. Thanks to Lee, a slice of 

small-town life is preserved forever 

46 
THISTLE HILL by Gene Fowler 

Once the mansion of a flamboyant ranching heiress and her 
socialite husband, Fort Worth's Thistle Hill museum reminds us of 

the opulent lifestyle of the very rich in the early 1900s 
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Readers: We goofed in our May 
story on plains wildflowers when 
we said that Wildflowers of the 
Llano Estacado by Francis L.  
Rose and Russell W Standtmann 
(1986) is out of print. The book 
is available from Texas Tech 
University Press for $12.95. The 
press also offers the field guide 
Common Flora of the Playa 
Lakes by David A. Haukos and 
Loren M. Smith (1997) for 
$18.95. Both books are helpful 
in identifying the region's wild
flowers, many of which bloom in 
the summer and fall. To order 
either book, call 800/832-4042 
(fax 806/742-2979). Email: 
ttup 9ttu. edu.

ing the people crazy at KGKL 
radio station in the St. Angelus 
Hotel. Sometimes they would 
let him on the air. We boys 
would call in to ask him to 
sing "Who Broke the Lock on 
the Hen House Door," which 
he would.  

At that time, he was a beer 
delivery man. He would pull 
into a drive-in on North Chad
bourne Street, get up on top 
of his truck, and start singing.  
The [police] would have to...  
keep the traffic moving, or the 
street would be blocked.  

JACK T. WILKERSON 

Arroyo Grande, California

C orpus Christi's most celebrated attraction, the USS Lexington Mus on the Bay attracts some 300,000 visitors each year.

Ship Slip 

T he story on Corpus Christi 
in the May issue was very 

good, and the pictures excel
lent. One correction to the 
statement on page 13 that the 
USS Lexington was hit on No
vember 5, 1945. She was hit 
on the same date in 1944-lost 
50, plus 132 injured. On Decem
ber 4, 1943, she was hit by a 
torpedo and lost about 10 men.  

The USS Lexington was not 
the flagship of the Navy, but 
was the flagship of a Navy Task 
Force from time to time, with 
an enviable war record.  

MARVIN L. GUNTER 
Henderson 

Memories of E.T.  
knew Ernest Tubb well. In 
1937 or 1938, he was living in 

San Angelo. (I lived there from 
1935 to 1982.) He was trying to 
break into radio and was driv-

Ed. Note: Thanks for writing.  
We hope you enjoy this month's 
story on the Texas Troubadour, 
which begins on page 4.  

Home Sweet Home 
I t was a delight to read about 

Jasper in the March issue. I 
lived there for 50 years. There's 
an error in the statement that 
the Debney Home is the "only 
remaining pre-Civil War struc
ture of its kind in the region." 
The house at 428 North Main 
Street was also constructed 
before the Civil War. I have 
crawled under it and through 
its attic. It has been added to 
and modified by the Douglas

family, but the substructure 
and superstructure tell the 
story: huge timbers fitted 
together by bored holes filled 
by carved inserts, and boards 
held together by square nails.  
The original house had three 
rooms, each measuring 14 x 14 
feet with 12-foot ceilings. The 
huge doors that once formed 
the home's east and south 
entrances are now part of the 
little outbuilding built by my 
father, Jesse Archie Douglas, 
in 1954. My family owned the 
house from 1946 to 1996.  

CHARLES RAY DOUGLAs, PH.D.  
Harlingen 

Winecup Lover 
ow could you show 

ILall of those beauti
ful wildflowers in the 
April issue and leave out 
the best one (in my opin
ion), the winecup? We 
lived in both Victoria 
and Austin, and between 
those two points are 
some of the most spec
tacular displays you will 
find of this flower. Next 
to the bluebonnet, the 
winecup is the one that 
reminds me most of our 

eum beloved Texas.  

BILL KACY 

Otis, Oregon, via email 

Coastal Kudos The Corpus Christi article in 
May was nice. Our last va

cation was at Corpus, where 
there were too many things to 
ever get around to doing. It was 
exactly what we wanted: an in
expensive place with simple, 
peaceful activities and easy ac
cess to unspoiled nature. Many 
of our activities were free: view
ing ships leaving port (under 
the Harbor Bridge) and walk
ing along the seawall, wharfs, 
beaches, and through the Wa
tergardens [at the Art Insti
tute]. Mostly, though, we took 
picnics out to Malaquite Beach

If you would like to write to Texas Highways, the editors would enjoy 
hearing from you. Though we are unable to print every letter, we just 
might select yours to appear in the magazine-whether you send us 
kudos or criticism. We reserve the right to edit letters we print. Write 
to Letters Editor, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009, 
or fax 512/483-3672. Email: editors@texashighways.com

on the national seashore. Since 
it was winter, we wanted to see 
the whooping cranes, so on our 
way home, we went up to the 
Aransas National Wildlife Refuge.  

KELLY F. ADAMS 
Ladonia, via email 

I enjoyed reading about the 
Fulton Mansion in the May 

issue. My wife and I took the 
tour last fall, and we were im
pressed with the restoration.  
When I was a kid in the 1960s, 
my family took a tour of the 
home. The rooms were empty, 
and damage and deterioration 
were evident. But even with all 
that, the Fulton Mansion was 
an impressive sight. I remember 
seeing a "secret passage" on 
one of the upper floors. It was 
actually a passageway that con
nected closets between two bed
rooms. The tour guide allowed 
us to crawl through it on the 
condition that if we found any 
hidden treasure, he would get 
a percentage. On my recent 
revisit, I asked the guide about 
that passage and was told that it 
did indeed still exist, but that it 
was in an area where visitors 
were not allowed.  

RICK KELSEY, via email 

Lotsa Salsas Out There 
J n January's article on salsas, 

we did not see any note of 
the wonderful Albert's Salsa, 
which is made by the Jananna 
Company of Kilgore. For 30 
years, our family and friends 
have feasted upon its fresh and 
wonderful taste in all kinds of 
ways...with cream cheese, on 
tacos and enchiladas, in bean 
soup, etc. It is not widely dis
tributed because it has to be 
refrigerated. Even my children 
who live in Austin carry it to 
their home by the half gallon.  

PENNY AND MIKE MACEY 

Longview, via email 

Stephan's Fans 
The photographs by Stephan 

Myers are the finest that I 
have ever seen in your maga
zine. Month after month I mar
vel at your pictures, but his are 
the best ever.  

JEFF KINSEL 

Fort Worth, via email

Texas Highways2
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Many historians call adopted 
Texan Jimmie Rodgers the 
"Father of Country Music," but 

native Texan Marion Slaughter gets 
credit for the first commercially suc
cessful country recording.  

Slaughter was born near Jefferson in 
1883, the son of a prominent farmer
rancher. As a young man, he followed 
a restless and checkered career, work
ing as a cowboy in West Texas and 
studying at the Dallas Conservatory of 
Music. In 1910, he moved to New York 
to pursue a singing career. Using the 
stage name Vernon Dalhart (taken 
from two West Texas towns he re
membered from his cowboy days), he 
gained minor roles in several operas 
and on one occasion the lead male role 
in Madame Butterfly.  

In 1915, Thomas Edison hired Slaugh
ter as a singer for his fledgling record
ing company. Slaughter recorded several 
moderately successful songs in ballad 
and sentimental styles, but it was his 
1924 versions of "Wreck of the Old 
97" and "The Prisoner's Song" that 
launched both his career and the com
mercial beginnings of country music 
(then known as hillbilly music). Al
though "The Prisoner's Song" ("Oh, if 
I had the wings of an angel/Over these 
prison walls I would fly") was the more 
successful, eventually selling more than 
25 million copies in 30 separate record
ings, "Wreck of the Old 97," also highly 
popular, is considered the seminal hill
billy event-song.  

Between 1924 and 1933, Slaughter 
recorded hundreds of other country 
songs under at least 110 pseudonyms.  
But the stock market crash of 1929, 
which wiped out most of his fortune, 
doomed his rise to success. So did the 
subsequent Depression, which badly 
damaged the recording industry. The 
singer was working in obscurity as a 
night clerk in a Connecticut hotel at the 
time of his death in 1948.  

In 1981, Slaughter was inducted in
to the Country Music Hall of Fame 
under his stage name, Vernon Dalhart.  
His influence on country music proba
bly went unacknowledged for so long

because of the bewildering number of 
pseudonyms he had used.  

-Nelson England, Austin 

Thanks to brewmaster Frantz H.  
Brogniez, Texans once drank the 
best beer in the world. Southern 

Select, brewed by Frantz at the Hous
ton Ice and Brewing Company, won the 
Grand Prix of the Exposition Universelle 
de Belgique in Ghent. According to an 
article in the Houston Chronicle of August 
17, 1913, a beer that could win a grand 
prize in beer-loving Belgium "put Mil
waukee out of the running and leaves St.  
Louis nowhere." Southern Select had out
distanced more than 4,600 other beers.

front porch, the Brogniez family could 
see Mexican revolutionary forces skir
mishing in Juirez. A family story says 
that one day when Frantz crossed the 
Rio Grande in his ModelT to go to work, 
the revolucionarios spread the word to 
"Stop shooting and let the brewmaster 
pass!" The Mexicans obviously liked 
Frantz's beer, too.  

Once Prohibition ended, friends of 
businessman Howard Hughes who knew 
of Frantz Brogniez's reputation with 
Southern Select talked Hughes into tak
ing advantage of the repeal by getting 
into the beer business. Hughes agreed 
to start a beer company on condition that 
Frantz would serve as brewmaster.

\ 
I 

F rantz H. Brogniez's gifts as a brewmaster won a top international prize for Southern 
Select beer, produced by Houston's Magnolia Brewery. Also an award-winning musician, 

Frantz helped Miss Ima Hogg found the Houston Symphony Orchestra in 1913.

Born in Belgium in 1860, Frantz Bro
gniez came by his brewing talent natu
rally, for his family had brewed beer in 
that country for 300 years. After grad
uating with honors in biochemistry 
from the University of Louvain, Frantz, 
together with his wife, Alida, immi
grated in 1896 to Detroit, where he built 
the Tivoli Brewery. In 1910, a job as 
brewmaster for Magnolia Brewery (the 
brewery section of Houston Ice and 
Brewing) lured him to Texas. He pro
duced Southern Select, a lager beer, in 
Houston until Prohibition brought pro
duction to a halt.  

Unable to find work in the United 
States, Frantz accepted a job offer at a 
small brewery in Juirez, Mexico, com
muting daily from El Paso. From their

Frantz accepted the offer, and the Bro
gniez family returned to Houston.  

Hughes built the Gulf Brewing Com
pany in the early 1930s from innova
tive plans prepared by Frantz Brogniez.  
Since the name Southern Select had been 
acquired by another company, Gulf Brew
ing held a contest to name the new beer.  
"Grand Prize," commemorating the 1913 
Grand Prix, was chosen. Grand Prize re
mained a popular beer in Texas until 1963, 
when the Theodore Hamm company of 
Minnesota bought out Gulf Brewing and 
began producing Hamm's Beer.  

Frantz Brogniez, who claimed that 
water was only good to wash with, died 
in Houston in 1935.  

-R.H. Brogniez, Horseshoe Bay, 
and Ann Gallaway
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FANTASY TV PROMOTIONAL SPOT ABOUT TEXAS MIGHT OPEN WITH AN AERIAL 

view of the silvery Rio Grande, snaking through a western mountain range.  

Beside the great river, on a thin ribbon of asphalt, rolls a gleaming, custom 

tour bus.  

Steel-guitar and fiddle music fades in as the camera pans down to the bus. The 

words "Ernest Tubb and the Texas Troubadours" become legible on its side. As the 

camera reaches road level, the bus stops, and out steps the original Texas Troubadour, 

Ernest Tubb. Smiling, standing tall in boots and Stetson, he leans into the wind like a 

gangly mesquite and uncorks his bouncy drawl in song: "There's a little bit of every

thing in Texas." 

Cut to a road in a Deep East Texas thicket. f 11TR L 1 fi T 1 ElT fl %f, T TU 
Ambling along in front of the slowly rolling bus, jI [ R If )( fl R If. t RW1I f I T t' 

Tubb croons without missing a beat: "Just look M L %flfl0IR {R VJUR %%Bfl.  

around and you'll agree." 

Cut to a Gulf Coast beach. His bus parked nearby, Tubb stands by a deserted light

house, looking out to sea as he strums and sings: "There's a little bit of everything 

in Texas." 

Cut to High Plains flatlands. The Troubadour saunters to the door of his bus, hops 

aboard, and with a tip of his trademark hat, delivers the clincher as his nomadic home 

rolls toward the horizon: "And a whole lot of Texas in me." 

The camera pans in close, and as the lyric suggests, you can almost see every road 

in Texas etched in the lines of the singer's face. From the time of his birth, in the Ellis 

County farm community of Crisp in 1914, until he quit touring not long before his 

death in 1984, Ernest Dale Tubb traveled most of those roads.

Native Texan Ernest Tubb's twangy guitars, clever lyrics, and classic-country melodies never go out 
of style. A true country pioneer, "E.T." found his first inspiration in the yodels of Jimmie Rodgers.  
This shot shows Ernest early in his career, posing in cowboy gear with one of Jimmie's guitars, a 
gift from Jimmie's widow, Carrie.

July 1998 5
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In the early Forties, Ernest traveled the state promoting products as diverse as mattresses, beer, 
and flour. His stint as a roving musical ambassador for San Angelo's Western Mattress Company 
led to sessions with Decca Records, as well as a job and radio show with Fort Worth station KGKO 
promoting Gold Chain Flour.

I ]' before he hung it up, "E.T." 
was a living legend. His first 

hit, "Walking the Floor Over You," 
became a classic after hitting the juke

boxes and radio waves in 1941. A 40-year 
gig with the Grand Ole Opry followed, 
as well as a long succession of hits

"Thanks a Lot," "Let's Say Goodbye 
Like We Said Hello," "Filipino Baby," 
""Two Glasses, Joe," "Half a Mind." And 
how many couples mist have fallen in

love while shuffling to the reverie cf 

"Waltz Across Texas" in the neon haF

light of a honky-tonk? 
No matter what heights he attained, 

however, Ernest Tubb never forgot his 
Texas roots. With songs like "Swell Saa 
Angelo," "Texas in My Soul," and "Home 
-n San Antone," he never ceased to serve 

as a musical ambassador for his native 

state. After a 1965 performance of 

"There's a Little Bit of Everything in

Texas," the singer joked that fellow 
musician Red Foley was always ask
ing him, "What in the world do y'all 
have down there in Texas that you're 
so doggone proud of?" The Trouba
dour replied, "Son, don't worry about 
what we've got, just think about how 
much we've got of it." 

Tubb got his first look at the topo
graphic diversity of his home state 
around 1921, when his tenant-farming 
folks headed west from Crisp in a covered 
wagon. They moved from the Blackland 
Prairie, through the Cross Timbers re
gion, and into the Lower Plains, where 
they halted at Benjamin in Knox County.  

Before long, the family trekked back 
east to Kaufman County, where Tubb's 
parents separated. As his four older sib
lings came of age and married or moved 
away, Ernest had to curtail his formal 
schooling to work in the fields. (He later 

became a voracious reader, educating 
himself.) His world changed forever in 

1928, when he heard his sister Jewell 
singing a popular Jimmie Rodgers tune, 
"In the Jailhouse Now." In the summer of 

1929, while visiting his father and brother 
in Brownwood, the enthralled teen first 
heard his idol's records on a Victrola.  

After his mother remarried in 1930, 
Ernest picked cotton, dug ditches, and 

worked for a WPA road crew while living 
with one or another of his siblings and a 
grandma-the moves took him to Has
kell, Benjamin, and San Antonio. His 
constant practicing of Jimmie Rodgers 
songs, yodels and all, sometimes frayed 
the nerves of his kin. The "Father of 

Country Music" died when Ernest was 

18 and living with his sister Lucille and 
her husband, Ike West, near Benjamin.  
He rode a horse into town one day in May 
of 1933 to get the weekly Knox City News.  
"Jimmie Rodgers Is Dead," read the head
line. Ernest's hero had died of tuberculo

sis at age 35.  

On a mission to keep Rodgers' mem

ory alive, Tubb bought his first guitar in 
an Abilene pawnshop; by the end of the 
year, he had moved to San Antonio and 
was making a little money singing there.  
Generally accompanied by another gui
tarist, and sometimes a fiddler, Tubb

Texas Highways6
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sang cowboy songs and Jimmie Rodgers 

tunes at drive-in restaurants. Cab com

panies sponsored his quarter-hour radio 
shows on KONO and KMAC, but he still 
had to keep a day job, which for a time 
meant government relief work at Ran
dolph Field and at Fort Sam Houston.  
Later, he found work as a soda jerk at a 

drugstore on Hackberry Street.  
In May 1934, Ernest married Lois 

Elaine Cook, the San Antonio girl he 
later serenaded as "Blue-Eyed Elaine" 

-one of his first hit records. On his 
wedding day, the hard-working yodeler 
opened a show at a hamburger joint, 
drove a borrowed Model A with erratic 
headlights to his sister Jewell's house, 
said "I do," then dashed back to close 
the show. Ernest and Elaine's first 
child, Justin, arrived the next year.  

IA U ( Jimmie Rodgers had 
U lived in San Antonio 

during one of Ernest's periods in 
the Alamo City, Tubb had not tried to 

meet his idol. He explained to one 
interviewer, "I was afraid he would say 
or do something that would upset the 
image I had of him." In the spring of 
1936, hoping to obtain a better photo
graph of Rodgers, Tubb visited his 
widow, Carrie Rodgers, who still 
lived in San Antonio. Carrie provided 
the photo, and she also gave Ernest a 
personal tour of Jimmie's stage out
fits, guitars, and other memorabilia.  

Carrie didn't think Ernest sound
ed like her late husband, but she 

saw an uncut gem in young Tubb 

and offered to help him. That fall, 
she arranged for him to make his 
first recordings in the Alamo City's 
Texas Hotel. Released on the Bluebird 
label, the disc offered "The Passing of 
Jimmie Rodgers" and "Last Thoughts of

Jimmie Rodgers," both penned by Car
rie's sister, Elsie McWilliams, who had 
cowritten some of Jimmie's best-known 

tunes. Sales were slow-Tubb's first roy
alty check was for $1.27-but the rare 
record fetches collector prices today.  

In May and June of 1937, Carrie booked 
Ernest on a tour of movie theaters in 
San Antonio, Seguin, Comfort, Burnet, 
Uvalde, Del Rio, and other Central and

South Texas cities. She loaned him Jim
mie's tuxedo to wear onstage, and she 
gifted him outright with Jimmie's beauti
ful D-45 Martin guitar, said to be worth 
$1,500 and emblazoned with "JIMMIE 
RODGERS" on the neck in mother-of
pearl. As biographer Ronnie Pugh notes 
in Ernest Tubb, The Texas Troubadour, 
Ernest eventually used the instrument 
"for far more years than Jimmie did." 

Shortly after the tour, Tubb took off 
for Monahans in West Texas. For the 
next few years, he moved around Texas 
(Midland, Beaumont, San Angelo twice, 
Corpus Christi, Fort Worth), sending for 
his family when he found work. In San 
Angelo, he sold Travis Beer and broad
cast on KGKL from the St. Angelus Ho
tel, receiving $2.50 a day for a 15-minute

COURTESY COUNTRY MUSIC FOUNDATION, NASHVILLE

By the late Forties, Ernest Tubb's hit records, movie roles, regular appearances on the Grand Ole Opry, 
frequent tours, and Midnite Jamboree radio show (broadcast from his Nashville record shop) had 
made him a star. This promotional shot of Ernest Tubb and the Texas Troubadours was taken in 1949.
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Ernest Tubb, Texas' Smiling Troubadour 

KGKO, 570 Kilocycles, 

11:45 A. M. Monday Through Friday 

In 1940, Ernest began hosting a quarter-hour 
radio show on Fort Worth's KGKO. His good 
looks won "Smiling Ernest" a substantial 
lemale studio audience (and lots of fan mail); 
on the airwaves, his music and easygoing ban
ter planted the first seeds of his stardom.  

show. And down in Corpus Christi, he 
peddled Alamo Beer.  

The Tubbs' second son, Rodger Dale, 
was borr in 1938 but was killed as an 
znhant in a car wreck. Ernest poured his 

grief into "Our Baby's Book," which he 
ater described as "the only 100% true 

song I ever wrote." In time, he met hun
dreds of fans who'd named their sons 
Rodger Dale. A third child, Violet Elaine, 
was born in December 1939.  

Around that time, Tubb purchased 

the E&_ Tavern on West Beauregard 

Street in San Angelo. In 1984, a former 
E&E patron told San Angelo Standard

Times reporter Renay San Miguel that 
he remembered Tubb sitting on the tav
ern roof, "trying to make a living" by 

"a-playing for his tips." 

The constant vocalizing inflamed Er
nest's torisils, and sometime in late 1939 
or early 1940, he had them removed.  
Tb-L doctor assured him it could only 

improve his singing, but Tubb went back

to work before his throat had fully 
recovered. His voice changed, and he 
could no longer perform the Jimmie 
Rodgers yodels. Tubb considered 
suing, but in a twist of fate, the tonsil
lectomy forced him to develop his 
own style. As a deejay friend later 
commented, "Sue the doctor? You 
oughta put him on a pension." 

p I 4 O Ernest went to work 

, for San Angelo's 
Western Mattress Company as 

a roving musical ambassador, and 
he had to sell his tavern. He toured the 
region around San Angelo, playing with 
a trio on courthouse squares and try
ing to convince area farmers to switch 

from cotton pallets to mattresses with 
springs. His Monday-morning broadcast

for the company was carried on the Tex
as State Network chain. The station billed 
Tubb as "Texas' OWN Cowboy Singer," 
but he soon substituted "Texas' Smiling 
Troubadour" after he learned the word 
meant "strolling, traveling musician." 

That same year, 1940, the singer be
gan a long association with Decca Rec
ords (later called MCA). In April, he 
hitchhiked to Houston for his first ses
sion at the Rice Hotel with brothers/ac
companists Leon and Jimmie Short. Late 
that year, Tubb landed in Fort Worth 

with a show on Amon Carter's radio sta
tion KGKO. Soon, he was touring Texas 

towns as the Gold Chain Troubadour for 
Universal Mills' Gold Chain Flour.  

In April 1941, Tubb's third Decca ses
sion, held in Dallas, produced his first 

(continued on page 10)

After starring in two Hollywood westerns as actor Charles Starrett's singing sidekick, Ernest 
returned to Tinseltown in 1944 to make the musical Jamboree, a madcap tale of mistaken identity.

Texas Highways8
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orn in Waco in 1925, Wil

liam Henry "Hank" Thomp

son listened to Ernest 

Tubb, the Gold Chain Trou

badour, on KGKO out of Fort 

Worth as a teenager. When 

radio station WACO held a 

youngsters' talent contest at 

the Waco Theater in the early 

1940s, Hank won first place 

by performing "Walking the 

Floor Over You" and other 

radio hits. Soon, the talented 

kid had his own WACO show 

as "Hank the Hired Hand." 

After a stint in the Navy in 

World War II, during which he 

met Tubb on the West Coast, 

Hank returned to Texas and 

a show on Waco's KWTX.  

In 1946, Hal "Pappy" Horton 

showcased Hank's small-label 

disc, "Whoa Sailor," on KRLD's 

Hillbilly Hit Parade in Dallas.  

Tex Ritter heard the tune and 

urged Capitol Records to sign 

Thompson and his band, the 

Brazos Valley Boys. Merging 

the honky-tonk sound with 

Western Swing, Hank cranked 

out a long string of hits, in

cluding "The Wild Side of 

Life" and "Six Pack to Go." 

The Country Music Hall of 

Fame inducted him in 1989.  

Still going strong at 72, 

Hank lives north of Fort Worth 

and plays about 120 dates a

Junior Brown and Hank Thompson-two artists who count The Texas Troubadour 
as a musical influence-pose for the camera at the Ernest Tubb Record Shop in
Fort Worth.  

year. Just for fun, he some

times offers an uncanny imita

tion of Ernest Tubb. His latest 

album, Hank Thompson and 

Friends, features a duet with 

fellow Tubb admirer Junior 
Brown. In the video for the 

song "Gotta Sell Them Chick

ens," Hank and Junior cavort 

and croon in a Waxahachie 

barnyard. Others joining Hank 

on the record include Lyle 

Lovett, David Ball, and the 

"Old Possum," George Jones.  

For information on Hank 
Thompson's itinerary and re
cordings, write to the Hank 
Thompson Fan Club, Box 1035, 
Roanoke 76262; 800/845-8509.

i 

" he likes:c hear Hank 

moan the blues and Bob 

Wills' 'Faded Love,"' 

sings Junior Brown in his 

ten-gallon 'aritone, "but my 

baby don't dance to nothin' 

but Ernest Tubb." 

Born in Arizona in 1952, 

Junior -uned into the Trouba

dour's mid-1960s TV show 

and became a fan. Jimi Hendrix, 

sur- music, and the sonic 

expressions of the pedal-steel 

guitar also caught.-unior's 

attentive ear. After years of 

honing his sound in Austin 

and other places, Brown

emerged in the '90s as a 

unique artist with a national 

following. Clever videos for 

the songs "Highway Patrol" 

and "My Wife Thinks You're 

Dead" helped popularize his 

albums, Semi Crazy, Guit With 

It, and 12 Shades of Brown.  

Backing him are his wife, 

"The Lovely Miss" Tanya Rae, 

on rhythm guitar, a stand-up 

bassist, and a drummer on a 

single, softly-brushed snare.  

Junior sings with soul and 

whimsy while playing the 

"guit-steel." An instrument of 

his own creation (built by 

Michael Stevens of Alpine), 

the guit-steel combines a steel 

guitar and a standard guitar.  

Wearing his trademark cow

boy hat with the side-brims 

turned up, the sharp-dressed 

Brown alternates between the 

two guitar fret boards with 

blazing virtuosity.  

Though he broadens the 

bounds of traditional country 

music, Junior Brown still pays 

homage to Tubb. As he told 

E.T.'s biographer Ronnie Pugh, 

"I wish he'd lived forever. I 

kinda thought he would....  

When he was gone, there was 

just a big chunk that went 

right out of country music." 

For more information, write 
to the Junior Brown Interna
tional Fan Club, Box 180763, 
Utica, MI 48318.  

-Gene Fowler
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Country-music fans had a hard time finding their favorite artists' 
records until 1947, when Ernest opened up the Ernest Tubb Record 
Shop in downtown Nashville. Today, the shop has several branches 
nationwide, including one in Fort Worth, where manager Jim Stinson 
and A.I Lockett-both longtime Tubb fans-sell classic and contem
porary country recordings.

aid biggest hit, "Walking the Floor Over 
You." As the plaintive yet hopeful tune 
aaout the hurtin' side of love became 
popular that fall, his Gold Chain Flour 
appearances included the East Texas 

Yamboree in Gilmer, where the Daily 

Gilmer Mirror noted the singer was

"known throughout the 
Southwest" as "Smiling 

Ernest." From Gilmer, 
he proceeded to Shreve
port to share a bill with 
Bob Wills and the Tex
as Playboys. Former cot
ton picker Tubb was 
walkin' in tall cotton.  

That fall, he record
ed more songs for 

Decca in Chicago, and 
jukeboxes began fill
ing up with E.T. hits 
like "When the World 
Has Turned You Down," 

"I Ain't Goin' Honky 
Tonkin' Anymore," and 

"Try Me One More 
Time." Columbia Stu
dios hired Ernest as 
the singing sidekick 
for movie-cowboy 
Charles Starrett, and 
in 1942, he went to 
Hollywood to appear 
in Fighting Buckaroo

and, some months la:er, Ridin' West.  
In 1944, he returned to Tinseltown for 
Jamboree. The Troubadour took the lead 
role in 1947's Hollywood Barn Dance, a 
fictionalized version of his own strug
gles for success.  

When Ernest debuted on the Grand

r 

l 

r.

Texas Highways

Ole Opry on January 16, 1943, his son 
Justin listened back home in Fort 
Worth, holding the radio antenna in his 
hand for better reception. Within a few 
months, Ernest had officially joined the 
Opry, and the whole family had settled 
in Nashville. With his new band of ace 
sidemen, called the Texas Troubadours, 
the singer settled into a pattern of Opry 
performances and touring that he would 
maintain for the next four decades.  

In 1947, in what is often dubbed 
"country music's coming of age," he 
headlined the first Opry show to play 
Carnegie Hall. Eyeballing the tony 
venue from the stage, he quipped, "Boy, 
this place sure could hold a lot of hay." 
He disdained the term "hillbilly music," 
however, and strongly influenced the 
genre's late-'40s name shift to "country 
and western." 

In order to make country records 

more easily available to fans, he opened 
the Ernest Tubb Record Shop in 1947 
in downtown Nashville, not far from the 
Grand Ole Opry. Soon, artists and au
diences crowded into the store on Sat
urday nights for the live Midnite 
Jamboree radio program. (Still in busi
ness today, the tiny chain even has a Fort 
Worth outpost.) 

Many a new artist, eager for expo
sure, appeared at the Jamboree micro
phone. True to his promise to Carrie 
Rodgers to help others as she had 
helped him, Tubb boosted the careers of 
many unknowns who became big stars, 
including Patsy Cline, Johnny Cash, 
Stonewall Jackson, and Loretta Lynn.  
He helped the three Hanks-Williams, 
Snow, and Thompson-get booked on 
the Opry. In 1953, he paid tribute to his 
late idol by helping establish an annual 

Jimmie Rodgers Day and music festival 
in Meridian, Mississippi.  

The Texas Troubadour got an unex

pected indication of his own popularity 
that same year when Opry stars went to 
Korea to entertain American service
men. During a stopover at the Dai-Ichi 
Hotel in Tokyo, Tubb heard a female 
Japanese group-dressed in cowgirl 
outfits-perform "Walking the Floor 

Over You" in English.

Y)



F attribute much of Ernest's 
I I I| appeal to his generosity; 

many still speak of his after-show 
hospitality. He was known to wait pa
tiently 'til the last fan had received 
an autograph or had a snapshot taken 
with him. Opry founder George Hay 
attributed Tubb's popularity to "his 
Texas drawl topped off by a twinkle 
in his eye and a kindly sense of humor, 
plus his ability to interpret the songs 
of the soil." 

Tubb himself stated that part of his 
success lay in his simple, sincere deliv
ery and imperfect sirging voice, and 
said that some folks liked him because 
they felt they could do as well or better.  
Houston Post music journalist Bob Clay
pool described Tubb's vocal style as a 
"strange, unmusical timbre that chugs 
along in a loping, craggy fashion and 
then-at the end of each lyric line
slides one-quarter tone off pitch." 

Biographer Ronnie Pugh, who be
came a devoted Tubb fan while growing 
up in Marshall in the 1960s, writes that 
Ernest "sang with an audible smile....  
Something in that warm, drawling bari
tone told you he was happy." Ronnie first 
discovered the Texas Troubadour in 
1965 through The Ernest Tubb Show on 
television, which also featured a young, 
short-haired Willie Nelson.  

Ernest Tubb's staying power in the 
fickle arena of popular culture also im
pressed Pugh. In 1979, he notes, the 65
year-old singer set attendance records 
at Gilley's Club in Pasadena. That same 
year, in a fan club newsletter, the Trou
badour's bus driver, Hoot Borden, de-

-

In a 1979 press conference in Austin, 
Willie Nelson announced Ernest 
Tubb's participation in his annual 
Fourth of July Picnic. In the Sixties, 
Willie was a cast member on Ernest's 
television show.  

scribed Tubb's reception at Willie 
Nelson's Fourth of July Picnic: 
"E.T. was easily the Star of the 
Show. All 30,000 stood the entire 
time he was on." 

Heeding the words of fan dan
cer Sally Rand, that "people only 

retire from jobs they hate," Tubb re
mained on the road as long as he could.  
"I think Ernest will die right in the back 
of that damn bus," said former Texas 
Troubadour Jack Greene to musicolo
gist Peter Guralnick in 1979.  

He didn't, but his final years were bit
tersweet. Legally separated from his 
second wife, Olene (he and Elaine had 
divorced in 1948), he faced complicated 
tax problems. MCA Records, his label 
for 35 years, released him from his con
tract in 1977. Decades of binge drinking 
and heavy smoking conspired against 
his health, and Tubb made his final ap
pearance in Berlin, Ohio, on November 
13, 1982. Two years later, he died in a 
Nashville hospital.  

In the Lone Star 

State, fans from Mule
shoe to Brownsville 
hold a special place in 
their hearts for the 
Smiling Troubadour.  
Jim Stinson, manager 
of the Ernest Tubb 
Record Shop in Fort 
Worth, first sawTubb For a 
in 1959 in Clarks- videos,a 
ville. "My mother Shops, B 

or 800/2: 
was kind of a group
ie," says Jim. "Any- Sh sF 
time ErnestTubb or you'll find 
Elvis Presley played contempo 
within 100 miles, Hours: M 
we'd go see 'em. RWheech 
I drove from Lub- 76106; 817, 
bock to Houston 
one time to see E.T 
at Gilley's."

Ernest Tubb 
ok in your bookstore or library for Ernest ubb, The Texas Troubadour by Ronnie Pugh 
Duke Univ. Press, 1996). b onePg 

mail-order catalog of Ernest Tubb records, 
nd books, write to the Ernest Tubb Record 
ox 500, Nashville TN 3r2es; Tubb2Record 
29-42887 

ort Worth outlet of the Ernest Tubb Record the historic Stockyards District. Here, country music ranging from classic to rary, as well as E.T memorabilia galore.  on-Thu 10-6, Fri 10-7, Sat 10-8, Sun noon-6.  
r accessible. Write to the Ernest Tubb 

624 84. Exchange, #604-B, Fort Worth

July 1998

Jim's coworker, A.J. Lockett, got 
hooked on Tubb when she first saw him 
in Mineral Wells in 1947. "He was on a 
show with Minnie Pearl, Hank Williams, 
and Al Dexter," says A.J. "After that, I 
saw him every time he came home to 
Texas. The first thing he'd do was go by 
Corsicana and pick up a case of Wolf 
Brand Chili-he loved that chili. And 
good Mexican food-in Fort Worth, he'd 
always head for the Mexican Inn on the 
Jacksboro Highway." 

James M. White treasures memories 
of Ernest Tubb gigs at his Broken Spoke 
dance hall, which James opened in Aus
tin in the early 1960s. "I never imagined 
when I was growing up I'd be able to 
book him at my place someday," says 
James. "And I'll never forget the way he 
always said, 'Keep it country, boys.' 

The Texas Troubadour once told 
James that he hoped to be buried in his 
native state. Although he rests today in 
his adopted home of Tennessee, you can 

bet your boots there's still "a whole lotta 
Texas" in the legacy of Ernest Tubb. As 
he said onstage in 1965, "You can take 
the boy out of Texas, but you'll never 
take Texas out of the boy." * 

Frequent contributor GENE FOWLER of Aus
tin wrote three entries for the Country Music 
Foundation's Encyclopedia of Country Music.
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Since 1885, granite quarries in the Hill Country have
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BY LARRY 1). HOI)GE

Sexas pink granite forms the very heart of the state.  

" The colorful granites of the centrally located Llano 

Uplift blaze a medley of colors amid monochromatic 

expanses of limestone. Far from being just cold, hard rock, pink 

granite ranks as perhaps the best-loved stone in Texas. Among its 

admirers, it provokes passionate prose worthy of its fiery genesis.  

"The Llano Uplift is the igneous and metamorphic Convention Center in Atla 

heart of Texas, an island of rock excitement adrift in a here in Texas, The Bal 

sea of Cretaceous limestones," says Rob Reed, a recent columns and other feature 

doctoral candidate in structural geology at the and a pale pink variety dt 

University of Texas at Austin. Austin's new airport term 

Born of fire and crushing pressure more than a bil- At the center of Austin s 

lion years ago, Texas pink granite shines as one of the ture closest to every Texa 

hottest building materials in the modern world. From Construction of this building 

Marble Falls to Melbourne, Llano to London, Kingsland ed the use of large quantitie 

to Kao-hsiung, towering structures tout the rosy rock. Falls, and has, ever since, 

Texans visiting the Imperial Plaza in Xiamen in the 

Republic of China detect a familiar hue in its stone, as [FACING PAGE] Enchanted Rock, a 

well as in such other exotic locations as 57 Hung To Fredericksburg and Llano, rises 
square mile of countryside. The 

Road in Hong Kong, the Royal Chateau in Tokyo, and tion of the region's underlying 4

antic

the Danansara Town 

Center in Kuala Lum

pur, Malaysia. Closer 

to home, varieties of 

Texas pink granite 

adorn such landmarks 

as the Mayo Clinic in 

Rochester, Minnesota; 

One Burnham Center 

in Chicago; and the 

City, New Jersey. Right

park at Arlington boasts 

s made of the revered rock, 

ubbed Texas Pearl sheaths 

tal.  

stands the pink granite struc

n's heart, the State Capitol.  

g, completed in 1888, initiat

s of pink granite from Marble 

sparked the imaginations of 

dome of pink granite between 
to 425 feet and spreads over a 

exposed stone forms a mere frac
,000 square miles of pink granite.

Texas Highways

kept the world in the pink.

ro 
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architects and builders around the world. Many other buildings 

in the Capitol Complex harmonize in a veritable ode to pink.  

Architects planned to build the State Capitol of limestone from 

quarries near Austin, but iron deposits in the stone marred its 

appearance. Had the Capitol been built as planned, rusty tears 

wo-ld have forever streaked its sides. The contractor wanted to 

substitute limestone from Indiana, but happily, Governor John 

Ire-and and the Capitol Board insisted on using native material.  

The owners of Granite Mountain, near Marble Falls, offered to 

supply free pink granite for the job, knowing the stone would gain 

a reputation. (They also knew the state would have to extend the 

railroad to Marble Falls from Burnet in order to ship the granite, 

thus making their quarry economically viable. Transportation 

costs even today often exceed the value of the stone itself, which 

runs around forr cents a pound for uncut blocks.) 

T oday, Cold Spring Granite Company of Minnesota owns 

the historic quarry, row called the Texas Granite com

pany. That's not all that's changed. Once called Texas 

Pink, :his quarry's stone now goes by the name Sunset Red.  

gjL 6 he 80ste wnr of GraV6Itc, M1uti (nwpart of cold 
Spring's Texas Granite company), near Marble Falls, offered free pink 
granite for construction of the Texas Capitol.  

[A-VIE] Massive granite boulders in various shapes and shades dot 
Enchanted Rock State Natural Area.

Texas Highways
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0
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"There got to be so 

many pink colors from 

other quarries, they 

changed the name," says 

John Packer, general 

manager of the Texas 

operation. Other Texas 

quarries followed suit in 

avoiding the somewhat 

generic term, and have 

trademarked such names 

as Prairie Rose, Premier 

Rose, Stacia Rose, Texas 

Rose, Texas Star, Red 

A granite headstone in the Burnet ceme- Star, Azalea, Indian Sun

tery marks the resting place of three set, Texas Red, and 
Scotsmen who died in 1886 while here Mountain Red.  
to carve stone for the Capitol.  

Texas Pink just would

n't be denied, however, and the Cold Spring company brought the 

name back, applying it to a stone quarried only in Granite 

Shoals. It shines from the walls of Cold Spring's Texas 

headquarters at Granite Shoals, from the Mainichi Newspaper 

Building in Osaka, Japan, and from China Square in Singapore.  

The rame "pink" may have lost favor, but the stone itself has an 

internatonal fan club. "In Asia, red or pink is considered to be a

THE TO E 
0 ' 

l STO N 
T exas granites fall 

into two general 
color groups, gray 
and pink. While 

granites contain a variety of 
minerals, three predominate: 
quartz, feldspar, and mica. In 
very simple terms, pink gran
ite contains more or larger 
pink feldspar crystals than does 
gray granite. The more visible 
the feldspar, the pinker the 
granite. Quartz is the white 
stuff, and mica makes up the 
black flecks. Within the cate
gory of pink granites, colors 
range from the palest blush 
of a Mason County sunrise 
to the rich red hues of a ripe 
Gillespie County peach.  

One Hill Country granite 
is unique in all the world: 
llanite, a chocolate-brown 
stone that contains crystals 
of both blue quartz and pink 
feldspar. Found only in Llano 
County, for all its rarity, it's 
easy to see: The bar in the 
Badu House Restaurant in 
Llano is the largest piece of 
polished llanite in the world.  

In Mason County, pink 
granite secretes another 
Texas treasure: topaz. Fis
sures within the rock some
times hold these crystals, 
which are found nowhere 
else in Texas. This highly 
prized stone is the state gem.  
Blue is the most-sought-after 
color of the Texas stone, but 
white, yellow, brown, and 
green occur as well. Despite 
its association with pink 
granite, no pink topaz has 
been found in Texas.  

-Larry D. Hodge
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Txas Tranotes, Te ink g rai 

Ry ed, R adiant, exasPinknand 
Diamond Pearl. The rarest of all 
Texas granites, Ilanite, comes from 
only one quarry, In Llano County.
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Texas. To them, it means cowboys!" 

explains John Packer.  

Pink granite is not unique to Texas, 
of course, but geologists are still not 

certain exactly how it formed or why 

the Llano Uplift has such an abun

dance. "The whole question of how 

granite forms is still being explored," 

explains Rob Reed, who chose to 

study granite because so much re

mains unknown. "What we do know is 

that at a fairly deep depth, at fairly 

high temperatures, rock will melt.  

The minimum temperature at which 

rock melts is the temperature at 

which granite forms. When the rock 

melts, it is a liquid and is lighter, so it 

moves upward in the earth's crust. At 

such high temperatures, the sur

rounding rock becomes plastic; it's 

still a solid, but it's soft. Some scien

tists believe that granite comes up and 

forces its way into the soft rock.  

Another theory is that if other rock is 

being pulled apart, granite moves into 

the space being created." 

he granite quarried in the Hill 

Country is some of the oldest 

stone in Texas. Once buried 

beneath perhaps a half-mile of lime

stone deposited by ancient seas, the 

stone came to light as erosion exposed 

it. "The Llano area of Texas became a 

high spot about 600 million years ago," 

says Rob Reed. "There's evidence that

Farmed from Valley Spring gneiss, or metamorphosed granite, this cliff 
over a swimming hole at Inks Lake State Park proves popular with daring 
divers and jumpers.  

gcod luck color, while white is a color of grief," says Thomas 

Xleinsorge, president of Rowan Granite Quarry, Inc., which wres

tles 20-ton blocks of Texas Rose from a Mason County deposit 

near Freuonia. "People there prefer to build with the pink.' 

Another factor comes into play, too: "People from Asia just like

the granite continues out underneath the limestone south and 

east of the uplift, but for a reason we don't completely under

stand, the Llano Uplift was never buried as deeply as the rest.  

Therefore, when erosion started, it cut far enough down to 

expose the granite." 

As erosion stripped away the earth's upper layers, it gradual

ly lessened the unlnaginable weight bearing down on the gran

-te. What stress remained the stone retained internally, a char

acter-stic that quarry operators use to their advantage.

Texas Highways
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Claret cup cactus finds its way 
through a fissure at Enchanted 
Rock.

ROMa SCING

ink granite-along 
with live oak trees 
was one of the princi

pal reasons I moved to 
the Hill Country town of Mason 
more than a decade ago. Blue 
skies, green leaves, and pink 
granite boulders seduced my 
senses when I was a youngster 
and enticed me here as an 
adult. I've loved pink granite 
for more years than I've known 
its name; a block of it will some
day bear witness to that fact 
and record that I was here.  
Many Hill Country locales 
offer views of pink granite.  
Following are my favorites.  

US 377 in Mason County, from 
Mason west to Streeter. This sec
tion of highway passes through 
jumbled fields of pink granite 
boulders where topaz lurks.  

US 87 north from Mason for 10 
miles, to Camp Air; then FM 
1222 east 12 miles to Fredonia; 
then FM 386 south to Mason.  
Just east of Camp Air is Katem
cy, named for a Comanche In
dian chief. Here, huge expans
es of pink granite stretch south 
of the highway. As you near 
Fredonia, the road passes the 
Rowan Granite Quarry, visible 
on the north side of the high
way. Soon after leaving Fredon
ia, as you return to Mason, look 
west for glimpses of Spy Rock, 
a lofty pink granite dome. A 
county road takes you to its 
base, but the dome itself is on 
private property and not open 
to the public.  

FM 965 north from Fredericks
burg to Enchanted Rock State 
Natural Area. About four miles 
north of Fredericksburg, on 
the right, looms Bear Mountain,

a dark-red granite hill exposed 
by erosion of the limestone 
deposited over it. A quarry 
still operates here. Huge blocks 
of granite line the public picnic 
area along the highway on the 
mountain's north side.  

Farther on, the view of 
Enchanted Rock from a hill 
to its south is one of the finest 
in Texas. Enchanted Rock is 
said to be the second-largest 
batholith (rock formed under
ground and exposed by ero
sion) in the United States, 
second only to Georgia's Stone 
Mountain. Just as every Texan 
who loves history must visit 
the Alamo, every lover of pink 
granite must scale Enchanted 
Rock. It's a great place to see 
how exfoliation peels layers 
of granite from the dome.  
(That's how all those huge 
boulders perched on its shoul
ders got there.) 

FM 3404 in Llano County where 
it crosses the Llano River, a mile 
and a half west of FM 1431.  
Known locally as "The Slab," 
where the river runs over 
pink granite bedrock, this is a 
popular swimming and tubing 
place. You're on public proper
ty as long as you stay within 
the riverbed.  

The Devil's Waterhole in Burnet 
County's Inks Lake State Park.  
Accessible by boat or by a foot
path from a parking area near 
campsites 247and 248, this 
popular swimming hole fea
tures a formation of Valley 
Spring gneiss (or metamor
phosed granite) over a deep 
hole of water that sparkles 
with flakes of mica released 
from weathered granite.

Thanks to 19th-Century stone
cutters, the State Capitol's ornate 
granite exterior is as impressive 
as its interior.  

Park Road 4, FM 2342, and 
FM 1431, from Buchanan Dam 
to Inks Lake State Park, to 
Longhorn Cavern State Park, to 
Marble Falls. This drive show
cases Hill Country scenery 
and pink granite at their com
bined best.  Buildings mentioned 

in the story are only 
a sampling of the 
structures in the 

state constructed wholly or 
in part of pink granite. Austin 
is especially rich in examples; 
the following are just a few 
to start your search.  

100 Congress Avenue 

8300 Mopac Boulevard 

811 Barton Springs Road 

919 Congress Avenue 

State Capitol Complex Along 
with the Capitol, numerous 
state office buildings in 
the area bounded by Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard, 
San Jacinto Boulevard, 
Eleventh Street, and Lavaca 
Street feature granite.  

-Larry D. Hodge
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At the Rowan Granite Quarry near Fredonia, in northern Mason County, it 
takes one heck of a forklift to transport these 20-ton blocks of Texas Rose.  

In perhaps the ultimate irony, workers freeing granite use the 

same forces-heat, pressure, and time-that created it.  

Thomas Kleinsorge summarizes the process: "You can compare 

a granite dome to a spray can waiting to be punctured. It wants 

to expand. but it can't. The dome has horizontal cracks-called 

exfoliation cracks-where stress has caused layers to pop off, 
like layers of an onion. Where there are no natural horizontal 

cracks, we create our own. We do this in the spring. Then, dur

ing the summer, as the rock heats up, the stress caused by the 

difference in temperatures at the surface and in the interior 

causes a layer of stone to pop off." 

After cracking has loosened the bottom of a granite section 

(called a ledge), workers free the ends using a surprising tool:

' fire. With a roar like a jet engine, a 2,000-degree bolt 

of flame, powered by diesel fuel, compressed air, and 

liquid oxygen, cuts a trench through the stone.  

Crystals of feldspar and quartz, two of the main com

ponents of granite, expand at different rates; small 

pieces of each explode off the stone like popcorn pop

ping in a pan without a lid. A shower of confetti-like 

flakes rains down around the torch. Once the ends of 

the ledge are burned, explosives packed into holes 

drilled six inches apart across the length of the ledge 

topple it onto a bed of sand. Workers drill separating 

holes into the ledge and then use steel wedges to split 

it into 20-ton blocks.  

You might assume that granite domes are homoge

neous masses, but in fact, fractures, discolorations, 
and other flaws run throughout them. Finding stone 

that is free of defects is the challenge for a profitable 

quarry, says Thomas Kleinsorge. "Experience, hands

on investigation, and scientific background all play a 

part in giving us an idea of what we'll get." 

Some loss is inevitable, however. Huge piles of 

waste stone surround every quarry, and abandoned 

sites tell of color variations or faults that made the 

stone undesirable for building. Piles of this lower

quality rock have been used to build numerous jetties 

along the Texas coast.  

Stone that does make the grade enters the stream 

of commerce in blocks five feet square and 10 feet long, 
each weighing between 40,000 and 50,000 pounds. To 

slice the blocks into slabs, workers operate gang saws, which 

use a slurry of water 

and abrasive carried 

by steel blades or 

wires. Once the slicing 

is finished, huge con

veyor belts move the 

slabs through dia

mond-wheeled polish

ing machines. The 

slabs move at two to g 

six feet a minute, de

pending on the hard

ness of the stone.  

Sitting at a confer- passing granite beneath a flame creates a 
ence table made of a rough-textured, thermal finish.
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pink granite slab four-and-a-half feet wide and 16 feet long in Despite the millions of tons of granite extracted from Hill 
the Texas Granite company's building, John Packer shakes his Country quarries over the last century, there's little danger of 
head in awe. "I go out and look at one of these domes, and it exhausting the supply any time soon. In fact, the amounts of 
fascinates me that we can take the granite out of the ground, stone removed in the last 100 years, while massive, seem 

insignificant. "We've been working the Granite 

Mountain quarry since the 1880s, and we're still not 
down to ground level in most areas," says John Packer.  

Even though nearly 200,000 tons of stone have 
been removed from the Rowan quarry near Fredonia, 
Thomas Kleinsorge has no idea how much is left 
there. "We don't know how deep this deposit is," he 

says. "But from what we can see, it is a virtually unlim
ited resource." Indeed, the exposed domes of granite 
in the Llano Uplift comprise mere pimples on a huge 
mass underlying some 4,000 square miles of Texas 

soil, primarily in Llano, Burnet, Gillespie, and Mason 

counties. Even Enchanted Rock, which covers a 
square mile and rises 425 feet above ground level, 

_looks like a grain of sand in comparison to the whole.  
Future generations of Texans, building modernistic 

structures as yet undreamed of, can continue the 
At the Texas Granite plant in Marble Falls, workers assemble a mausoleum, state's love affair with pink granite and draw on the strength 
which will be shipped in one piece. and beauty of the state's oldest stone to enhance their newest 

creations. In Texas, pink rules. Rock on! *
slab it to within a millimeter of the desired thickness, and then 
polish it to a mirror finish." He runs a hand over the glassy 
tabletop and adds, "It took about 40 minutes to polish this table.  
That still amazes me." 

ot all granite gets a polish. Cladding panels for build
ings can also be honed or given a thermal finish.  
Honing, which makes the granite smooth, but not 

shiny, involves sanding the stone with a fairly coarse grit
about 220 as compared to the 10,000-grit used for polished 
finishes. For a thermal finish, the stone passes beneath a 
flame, causing small particles to pop off and leaving a rough
textured surface.  

You can see examples cf all three types of finishes in a giant 
outdoor display at the Texas Granite company's Granite 
Mountain quarry, just off FM 1431 on the western outskirts 
of Marble Falls. For an overview of granite extraction in 
action, park at the picnic area (about 100 yards west) opposite 
the quarry. (The area that supplied the granite for the Cap
itol lies on the south side of the mountain and is not visible 
from the highway.)

Frequent contributor LARRY HODGE of Mason is writing a story on the 
state's biggest trees for a 1999 issue.

Texas Granite

he Texas Granite company's display area 
contains more than 100 panels of granite, 
which represent every kind of stone the 

company produces from its 10 Texas quarries and 
more than 20 other quarries nationwide. The com
pany sells scrap granite in various sizes. Prices 
range from $1 to several hundred dollars per piece.  
The gates usually open Mon-Fri 7-4 and Sat 7-noon.  The entrance is on FM 1431, just west of Marble 
Falls. Write to Box 2540, Granite Shoals 78654; 
830/598-6570.  

To see the rarest of all granites, llanite, visit the Badu House, at 601 Bessemer (Texas 16) in Llano.  
Built by an early promoter of the area's stone resources, it houses a bed and breakfast, restaurant, and club. The llanite bar was installed in the 1980s.  
Room rates range from $65 to $95 per night. The bar and restaurant are wheelchair accessible; the 
lodging (upstairs) is not. Write to 601 Bessemer, Llano 78643; 915/247-1207.
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By Rosemary Williams - Photographs by Jim Crow

L a k e $ I d e 

T re a suore

When it comes to picturesque settings,

Marble Falls enjoys a Texas bonanza.

rolling hills of cedar-stub

bled limestone and a shim

mering slice of its name

sake lake form Marble Falls' southern 

edges. To the west, Granite Mountain, 

a magnificent mound of rosy granite, 

rises some 866 feet, ringed by coun

tryside made colorful each spring by 

red, blue, and yellow wildflowers.  

Farther west, along the horizon, anoth

er glistening lake, Lake LBJ, carves out 

its own small swatch of Texas, while 

serpentine Lake Travis uncoils just east 

of the area.  

The town itself, midst its modern mix 

of office buildings, retail outlets, and 

specialty shops, paints a deceptive what

you-see-is-what-you-get facade that 

belies its many treasures. For Marble 

Falls complements the natural beauty of

its surroundings with a surprise or two.  

When it comes to treats for visitors, 

expect the unexpected here.  

Looking for collectibles? Try the True 

Value hardware store. You'll find such 

items as Fenton glass, Froglegs, and 

Beanie Babies before you even notice 

the hammers, nails, and plumbing sup

plies. Like unusual pottery? Stop at 

Latta Java Bob's Cafe for a cup of espres

so, and you can select from the Talavera 

platters and pitchers as well. And that's 

just the beginning.  

Most of all, you'll find that the people 

of Marble Falls provide the town's most 

valuable asset-hospitality. They make 

the Texas state motto, "Friendship," a 

thing of flesh and blood. Walk into almost 

any shop, restaurant, or store, and you 

will hear a heartfelt 'howdy' or 'hi' or

A

Watery playgrounds abound 
near Marble Falls. Watersports 
enthusiasts can choose from 
among several Highland Lakes, 
including Lake Marble Falls, 
Lake LBJ, Lake Travis, Inks 
Lake, and Lake Buchanan
all within a five- to 30-minute 
drive from town.
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'good to see you.' Townsfolk, 
waiters, and salespeople at just 
about any spot in town could give 
graduate courses in making visi
tors feel special.  

Strike up a conversation with 
area natives, such as Doug 
Michel at Michel's Drug Store, 
Billy Becker of The Highlander 
newspaper, and Wilburn Wall of 
Liberty Hall Guest Haus, or 
transplants like Diane Russo of 
Russo's Texitally Cafe and Linda 
Todd of Antiques Plus, and 
they'll make you feel as welcome 
as wildflowers in spring. You'll 
also sense their pride in being 
part of this pleasant, attractive 
community of some 5,200 folks.  

wounded in July 
1887 by Adam Rankin 
Johnson, who had sur- [ABOVE] 

veyed school land in the area for well as 
the state in 1854, the town took built t 
shape beside scenic 20-foot-high [BELOW 
falls on the Colorado River that lectibl 

cascaded over "steps" of granite. (left) 

Johnson, who had attained the .  
rank of general in the Civil War, 
was blinded when accidentally 
shot in the face by one of his own 
troopers in Kentucky. When he 
returned to Texas after the war, 
he remembered the countryside 
around the "marble falls" so 

vividly that he laid out the town 
site from memory, with the help 
of his son Robert. For years, 
Texans called Marble Falls "the 
blind man's town." 

In its earliest days, Marble 
Falls played a pivotal role in the con
struction of the State Capitol in Austin.  
When George Lacy, Dr. W.H. Westfall, 
and N.L. Norton, owners of Granite 

Mountain, donated the pink granite for 
the construction of the capitol in the 
1880s, General Johnson and others 
provided land for railroad right-of-way 
from the area to Austin. Completed in 
1885, the Austin and Northwestern 
Railroad line enabled quarriers to ship

Liberty Hall Guest Haus provides charming accommodation 
a glimpse into history. Marble Falls' founder, Adam R. John 

he house in 1887, the same year he established the town.  

] For those seeking bargains in unusual antiques and col 
es, several area shops fill the bill. At Antiques Plus, Linda 
and assistant Bette Messer create an attractive table disc

the huge granite blocks to Austin direct
ly from the source. According to a spe
cial 1987 centennial edition of The 
Highlander, 15,700 loads of granite made 
their way to the capital city by rail 
between 1885 and 1887.  

Despite the eventual establishment 
of local agricultural and manufactur
ing industries, progress came slowly 
to the little town beside the falls dur
ing the first half of the 20th Century.
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Tourism, always a central ele
ment in the scenic area's devel

opment, accelerated in the 1950s 
after a series of dams, construct
ed along the Colorado by the 
Lower Colorado River Authority 
(LCRA), formed a chain of Cen
tral Texas reservoirs. The High
land Lakes, as they are known 

today, provide popular settings 

for watersports, vacation homes, 
and resort communities, such as 
neighboring Horseshoe Bay on 
Lake LBJ.  

Ironically, Max Starcke Dam 

(originally called Marble Falls 
Dam), built between 1949 and 
1951, inundated the fabled falls 
as it formed Lake Marble Falls.  
This fourth and smallest of the 
upper Highland Lakes follows 
Lake Buchanan, Inks Lake, and 
Lake LBJ in the reservoir chain.  

is, as (Lake Travis, Lake Austin, and 
son, Austin's city-owned Town Lake 

stairstep their way southeast 
of Marble Falls.) 

Todd Views of Lake Marble Falls and 
play. a chance to absorb some intri

guing local history bring extra 

pleasures to visitors who stay at 

the handsome, three-story Liber
ty Hall Guest Haus by the Lake.  
Wilburn Wall, the owner and an 
area native, shares his special love 
for the home with his guests.  

"My mother and father, 
Eunice and Bill Wall, bought 
Liberty Hall in 1946," says Wil
burn, who grew up in the house.  
"They treasured its history, 
which dates to the beginnings of 
the town itself. Marble Falls' 

founder [General Johnson] and his 
wife, Josephine Eastland, built the 
house in 1887," he says.  

"The Johnsons, whose main resi

dence was in Burnet, deeded this house 
to their two daughters, who eventually 
turned it over to their oldest brother, 
Robert," Wilburn continues. "Later, it 

was the home of Dr. George and Ophelia 
'Birdie' Harwood-from 1919 to 1935. In 
1917, Birdie Harwood became mayor of



Marble Falls, the first woman mayor in 
the United States elected by an all-male 
voting populace." 

George Harwood, a dedicated and be
loved physician, was well known through
out the area, too. "The story goes that 
the doctor once loaned his microscope to 
a young man who needed it as a teaching 
tool," says Wilburn. "That young man was 
Lyndon Baines Johnson, who was just 
beginning his brief career as a teacher in 
the late 1920s and early 1930s." 

Historical photographs, including 
one of General Johnson standing on 
the front porch in 1887, hang through
out Liberty Hall and help accentuate the 
building's deep local roots. Numerous 
portraits of Wilburn's ancestors, many 
of them in military uniform, reflect a 
family dedicated to serving country 
and community.  

"My parents taught me many things," 
says Wilburn. "Foremost were a love of 
family and love for the United States and 
for our community. They also encour-

aged within me a deep appreciation for 
the joys of Christmas, a time our family 
loved so much." 

Touches of Christmas throughout the 
house, such as the parlor's red wallpaper 
and Christmas candles and holiday
scented potpourri in the guest rooms, 
testify to that love. "At Liberty Hall, we 
celebrate the holiday feeling all year," 
says Wilburn.  

The Victorian-style guesthouse offers 
seven rooms that can accommodate as 
many as 25 people and offers amenities 
such as satellite TV, individual refrigera
tors, coffee makers, and music systems.  
Antique furniture, lovingly selected by 
Wilburn's mother, Eunice, graces each 
bedroom. Guests come from all over the 
state and from outside Texas as well.  
Kate, Laura, and David Tarrant from 
Somerset, England, wrote the following 
in the guest book: 

"Thank you so much for making us 
feel welcome in your family home. It is 
a very special place, and we feel very

lucky to have discovered it. We wish you 
all the best and look forward to seeing 
you and Liberty Hall again in the not
too-distant future...." A visit to Liberty 
Hall and Marble Falls is like that.  

At Michel's Drug Store, over on Main 
Street in the historic district, you can 
discover a little more of the town's his
tory. An old-fashioned soda-fountain 
Coke made to your specifications is the 
first indication.  

"Lots of folks want more syrup or less 
syrup," says Connie Simmons, as she 
deftly concocts a soda. "So I measure 
the syrup by eye. We make 'em to order." 

Co-owner Doug Michel often sits at 
one of the tables conducting business 
and exchanging pleasantries with those 
who drop by for refreshment, a prescrip
tion, or just a chat. (Doug claims that if 

Views of the Marble Falls countryside inspired 
musician- composer Oscar J. Fox to pen the 
song "The Hills of Home" in 1925. This picnic 
area overlooks the town from near US 281, 
south of the bridge across Lake Marble Falls.



you sit here long enough, you'll get a 
chance to visit with just about everybody 
in Marble Falls.) Others working in the 
drugstore may include Doug Sr.'s wife, 
Joy, their daughter-in-law, Dianne, and 
granddaughters Jackilyn and Roxanne.  
In the rear of the store, fourth-genera
tion pharmacist Doug Jr. continues the 
tradition of dispensing medications to 
area residents begun by his great-grand
father Ernst Gustav Michel Sr.  

Michel's Drug Store has occupied this 
site since 1891, making the drugstore the 

Seasonal bursts of wildflowers, such as these 
springtime bluebonnets along the lakeshore, 
enhance the Hill Country setting of Marble 
Falls, a small town noted for its big measure 
of Texas hospitality.

oldest in Texas owned and operated con
tinuously by the same family. The origi
nal building burned in 1905, but E.G. Sr.  
replaced it with an elegant, three-story 
stone-and-stucco structure, reputed at 
the time to be the "biggest drugstore in 
Texas." The new edifice housed the 
pharmacy on the first floor, a 300-seat 
opera house on the second floor, and fam
ily lodgings on the third. In 1927, when 
that building also burned, the Michel 
family built the present brick structure, 
a familiar fixture on Main Street.  

As you sip your soda and munch on 

a chicken salad sandwich, survey the 
old photographs that adorn the store's 
walls. Note, too, the 1857 French reg
ulator clock that hangs on a front wall;

it is the only item saved from the 1927 
fire. Other memorabilia (donated by 
townsfolk) include a set of antique medi
cine bottles, used by E.G. Sr. in the 19th 
Century, and elegant china dishes from 
the early 1900s. Nearby, modern med
ications line the shelves. In Michel's 
Drug Store, yesterday and today sit side 
by side quite comfortably, thank you.  

arbie Falls is home 
to a diversity of antique and 
collectible shops. At Main 

Street Emporium, a few doors south of 
Michel's, proprietor Kay Cortello offers 
a cornucopia of items, including turn-of
the-century furniture, oak wardrobes, 
pine kitchen cabinets, majolica earthen
ware, and many items from the Far East 
and Africa. Eight other dealers lease 
space from Kay and sell items ranging 
from distinctive Ranch Oak furniture to 
unusual architectural pieces, such as 

ornate cornices and moldings, displayed 
throughout the building's rooms.  

Kay can reply with firsthand knowl
edge when a customer asks about the 
early-1900s carved-oak Estey pump organ 
that sits near the front of the store.  
"When I was a child, I awoke just about 
every morning to my mother playing 
this organ," says Kay. "I can almost hear 
those chords in my sleep." Today, the or
gan still functions.  

Interested in the eclectic and the eso
teric?Drive on down to Antiques Plus on 
Farm-to-Market Road 1431 West, where 
owner Linda Todd takes you on a quick 
tour of the many interesting pieces for 
sale in her shop. The selection of mer
chandise changes almost daily.  

"This is an unusually fine portable 
deacon's bench. It was made in the 1840s 
or 1850s and used for seating during 
church services," says Linda. "It's made 

of solid oak, and it folded to fit in the back 
of a wagon. Back in those days, preach
ers traveled all over the countryside." 
Linda, who is one of a handful of certified 
furniture appraisers in Texas, also points 
out a massive, seven-foot-high solid ma
hogany breakfront. "That marvelous 
piece, with its ornate, hand-carved decor,

Texas Highways



once stood in the old 
Knights of Columbus Hall 
that was torn down in 
Kerrville," she says. An
tiques Plus also offers an
tique and estate jewelry, 
such as a dainty late-1800s 
cameo made from silver, 
ivory, and diamonds.  

If you seek fine original 
paintings, sculpture, or pot
tery, don't miss the gallery 
on Main Street called 
Riverbend Fine Art. Here, 
director of art Melva Jean 
Cain invites you to bide 
awhile and appreciate the 
work of artists such as [ABOVE] Mike 
Texans Mark Stewart, at Johnson P 

Mimi Litschauer, Suzanne popular gai 

Owens, Marlin Linville, [BELOW] In 1I 
and Rod McGehee. Land- skate-on it 
scapes and still lifes line 
the walls, while raku pot
tery, turned wooden ves
sels, and bronze sculpture 
stand on display. Riverbend 
presents the work of some 
of the finest artists in the 
nation.' 

Rod McGehee's 30-by
40-inch painting titled 
Sunday Morning Brunch 
(priced at $3,550) captures 
the eye with its sweeping 
strokes and bold colors of 
bright turquoise, purple, 
blue, yellow, and red.  
Nearby hangs Mimi Litschauer's mas
terful Sentinels of the Garden, a large 
(40-by-50) study of the play of light on 
cannas that sells for $8,900.  

While you admire the artwork, strike 
up a conversation with Melva Jean. Even 
if your knowledge of art is sketchy, you 
will gain from her an appreciation of the 
works, the artists, and the attractive 
gallery itself.  

Marble Falls also boasts a broad 
sampling of interesting arts and crafts 
and collectibles shops. Among the myri
ad goodies offered at The Side Door, A 
Country Store on Main Street, you'll 
find hand-painted shirts, quilt wall-hang-

Tice 
Park 
e fi 

899, 
sur 
imp

" and Western wear for men 
and women. The Wood 
Shed also offers collect
ibles, such as Department 
56 porcelain pieces and 
ty plush and beanbag 
animals.  

Although shopping may 
not be your first priority 
when you drop by Latta 
Java Bob's Cafe, take a 
look around. After you 

- ~order your refreshing iced 
cappuccino or hand-mixed 
Italian soda in raspberry 
or peach or some other 
favored flavor, note the 

, 9, of Marble Falls, helps his sister, Tesia, 8, go after the big uns exuberantly designed Mex
on Lake Marble Falls, where catfish, largemouth bass, and other ican pottery for sale in the 
sh await. small restaurant.  
the lake froze so solidly that area residents could stand-and Golden-orange, light face. The small natural lake along the Colorado River became part 
oundment formed by Max Starcke Dam in the 1940s and 1950s. green, and aqua hues de

pict stylized frogs, turtles, 
fish, and flowers on plant
ers, candlesticks, bowls, 
and plates. The pieces, 
produced at the world

1 Famous Talavera Pottery, 
boast several designs by 
Texan Rose Ann Hall, 
whose creations are mold

_ ed, hand-painted, and fired 
by Talavera artisans in 
Dolores Hidalgo, Mexico.  

Cafe owner "Latta Java 
Bob" Tuteur can tell you 
all about the pottery and 

COURTESY THF HCHLANDER, MARBLE FALLS then quickly shift gears 
ings, decorative boxes, and one of the to expound on the lunch menu (which 
largest assortments of guardian angel- includes gyros, pita sandwiches, and 
embellished crafts this side of heaven. quiche).  

At The Wood Shed, on Highway 281. "Come back for breakast, too," says 
handcrafted wooden gliders and Adi- Bob. "We're famous around here for our 
rondack chairs line the porch. Inside, big, thick, Belgian waffles, slathered with 
shelves bulge with hundreds of items, butter, male syrup, and whipped cream." 
ranging from jars of D.L. Jardine's Texas Who could resist such an invitation? 
Caviar (jalapefio-stuffed olives) to blue- When it comes to dining, Marble Falls 
bonnet- and wildflower-decorated note serves up an amazing array of food, from 
cards, hand towels, plates, photo frames, the expected American fast-food to 
glassware, and sun-catchers. Italian, Mexican, Oriental, and Carib

Here, too, you can purchase classic bean. Carfjbean? Yep, Jamin House Cafe 
jewelry designed by renowned artists brings ycu the spicy pleasures of 
such as James Avery, David Cole, and Caribbean jerk and curry dishes, as well 
Jeep Collins, as well as stylish resort as less ex-itic entrees, pizzas, and sand-

July 1998 25



wiches. The cafe also serves a 
bountiful Sunday brunch and 
hosts live music several times 

a week.  
At the corner of US 281 and FM 

1431, Dock's offers seafood and 
steaks that meet even the most 
dedicated diner's expectations.  
For lunch, genial part-time waiter 
J.R. Moore recommends the soup 
of the day, Tomato-Herb Bisque, 
as an appetizer. J.R. is right. The 
creamy, delicate bisque with its 
hint of basil and tiny, succulent 
bits of tomato delights the tongue.  
The main course, fried catfish 
filets, boasts a distinctly fresh fla
vor accented by a light, crunchy 
cornmeal crust cooked to golden 
perfection. Yummm.  

Dinner can be another soul
and-palate-satisfying affair. Try 
Russo's Texitally Cafe, where the 
view rivals the menu for your atten
tion. Set on a hilltop on the south 
side of the lake, Russo's provides a 
270-degree vista of the town and 
the countryside. Your waiter may A 

Att 
well be co-owner Diane Russo, help 
whose friendly greeting makes like 
you feel at home. Russo's serves have 
lots of tasty pasta dishes, as well 
as its signature "Texitally" fare (a blend 
of Tex-Mex, Southwest, and European 
cuisines). Veal Texsala, for example, 
is veal cutlets sauteed with Marsala 
wine, mushrooms, and onions, sim
mered in a pear-tomato sauce, and 
served with angel hair Florentine 
sprinkled with toasted pine nuts. Be sure 
to save room for Italian rum cake or 
peach Melba to savor as you watch the 
sun set over the lake.  

No trip to Marble Falls would be com
plete without a stop for breakfast, lunch, 
or dinner at the historic Blue Bonnet 
Cafe, a restaurant that has lured lumi
naries such as singer Willie Nelson, 
actress Janine Turner, football great 
Roger Staubach, and astronaut James 
Lovell. Famous for its down-home cook
ing (particularly the delectable chicken
fried steak), the Blue Bonnet Cafe has 
pleased patrons since 1929.

ie Blue Bonnet Cafe, waitress Debbie Craig offers up heai 
ings of home cooking and delicious, freshly baked desser 
banana cream and pecan pies. Fans of the Blue Bonnet 
flocked through its doors since it opened in 1929.  

"How about a slice of our wonder

ful homemade pie?" asks Debbie Craig, 
who has worked here for five years.  
Debbie cheerfully reels off a roster of 
the day's flavors, which include pecan, 
apple, banana cream, and peanut butter 

(tastes like peanut butter-chocolate 
candy). Indulge yourself. You won't 
regret it.  

any folks, including 
RV travelers, chcose Marble 
Falls as a certal location 

for outdoor recreation. City ?arks, nestled 
alongside the tranquil lake, offer picnic 
tables, tennis courts, a swimming pool, 
boat ramps, a pavlion, a baseball dia
mond, playscapes, and even a pit for 
pitching horseshoes. The other High
land Lakes entice :housar ds of boaters 

and fishermen to the area, as well.

At Thomas' Bait Shop, where 
FM 1431 and US 281 intersect, you 
can learn where you might land 
the big ones. Highland Lakes anglers 
often go after serious game, like 
stripers, largemouth black bass, 
white bass, crappie, and yellowcat.  

"My husband, Gary, and I and 
our three employees try to stay up 

on what's biting where," says co

owner Traci Thomas. The Thomas
es sell a wide range of live bait, 
including minnows, carp, crawfish, 
and goldfish. They also carry basic 
artificial bait as well as gallon con
tainers of sour-maize catfish chum 
to help you lure the whiskered 
ones at your favorite fishing hole.  

About a block westward, Wild
g> life Sportsman (an offshoot of the 

old Burnham Brothers Sporting 
Goods) stocks a full line of fishing 

tackle, plus camping and hunting 
supplies. The store offers some
thing extra, too-a close-up look 

at real, live rattlesnakes, safely 
secured in a small viewing room.  

If you enjoy festivals and cele

ts, brations, plan to visit Marble Falls 
during one of several local observ
ances. In July, a rollicking rodeo 
and parade take place. The city 

hosts drag-boat races on Lake Marble 
Falls in August, while the first-ever 
Market Day will take place in Sep
tember. Wildflower-themed arts and 
crafts shows occur in spring and fall, 
and the spectacular "Walkway of Lights" 
illuminates the lakeside from late 
November through the holiday season, 
when more than one million lights cre
ate shimmering holiday patterns.  

Before you leave the Marble Falls area, 
drive about two miles west along FM 1431 
to a small roadside park. From this vantage 
point, you can see the Texas Granite com

pany quarry at the pink dome of Granite 
Mountain (see story, page 12). You can 
also read a brief history of the mountain 
inscribed on a handsome granite monu
ment. There are no public tours of the 
quarry, but from this site you can get 
an excellent overview of the promontory 

the Comanches called "huge mountain."
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Marble Falls

Marble Falls lies on the 
eastern fringe of the 
Hill Country in Central 

Texas, some 85 miles north of 
San Antonio and 50 miles north
west of Austin.  

For information about lodging, 
restaurants, nearby golf courses, 
and local events such as the Marble 
Falls Parade and Rodeo (July 17
18, 1998), the Lakefest Drag Boat 
Races (Aug. 14-16, 1998), Market 
Day (Sep. 26, 1998), and the Walk
way of Lights (Nov. 20, 1998-Jan. 2, 
1999), write to the Marble Falls/ 
Lake LBJ Chamber of Commerce, 
801 US 281, Marble Falls 78654.  
The chamber, housed in the attrac
tively restored Marble Falls railroad 
depot (partially wheelchair accessi
ble), opens Mon-Fri 8-5. Call 800/ 
759-8178 or 830/693-4449; fax 
693-7594. Web site: www.lonestar.  
net/marblefalls.  

Marble Falls' area code is 830; 
the zip code is 78654. All sites 
listed here are wheelchair accessi
ble unless noted otherwise.  

Accommodations 
Historic, three-story liberty 

Hall Guest Haus by the Lake 
offers 7 suites, some with private 
baths. Third-floor accommodations 
include 3 sleeping areas, a living 
room, a study, and infant furni
ture, if needed. Wheelchair acces
sible on first floor only. Rates: $65
$150. For reservations, write to
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To Austin 1 1 
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119 Ave. G, #103; 830/693-4518 or 
800/232-4469 (recorded message).  
Web site:www.marblefallstexas.  
com.  

Several motels and RV parks 
also serve the area.  

Shops 
Michel's Drug Store, 216 Main 

St., opens Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5; 
call 693-4250. Main Street Empo
rium, 208 Main St., opens Mon
Sat 10-5, Sun noon-4 (including 
some holiday weekends). Partially 
wheelchair accessible; call 693
7037. Antiques Plus, 1000 FM 
1431 West, opens Mon-Sat 9-5, 
Sun noon-4. Partially wheelchair 
accessible; call 693-3301. River
bend Fine Art, 200 Main St., 
opens Tue-Sat 10-5. Partially 
wheelchair accessible; call 693
6632. True Value hardware store, 
1400 9th St., opens Mon-Fri 8-6, 
Sat 8-5, Sun 9-3; call 693-5566.

The Highland Arts Gallery, 
operated by the Highland Arts 
Guild at 318 Main St. (open Mon
Sat 10-5), offers paintings, crafts, 
sculpture, and wearable art creat
ed by local artists. The guild offers 
free art classes to children during 
July Call 693-7324. Web site: 
www.geocities.com/Heartland/ 
Hills/1697/highland.html.  

The Side Door, A Country 
Store on Main Street, 112 Main 
St., opens Tue-Sat 10-6 (also Sun 
1-5 June-Aug). Partially wheelchair 
accessible; call 693-1080. The Wood 
Shed, 112 US 281 North, opens 
Mon-Sat 9-5, Sun noon-4. Partially 
wheelchair accessible; call 693-2024.  

Restaurants 
Jamin House Cafe, 701 US 

281, Ste. A, opens Sun 10:30-9, 
Mon, Tue, and Thu 11-9, Fri-Sat 
11-10. Closed Wed. Call 693-3979.  
Russo's Texitally Cafe, 602 Steve 
Hawkins Pkwy., opens Tue-Thu 
11:30-2 and 5-9, Fri-Sat 11:30-2 and 
5-10. Closed Sun-Mon. Call 693
7091 (weekend reservations advised).  
Latta Java Bob's Cafe, 1107 FM 
1431 West, opens Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 
8-5; call 693-7199. Blue Bonnet 
Cafe, 211 US 281 North, opens 
Mon-Thu 6 a.m-8 p.m., Fri-Sat 6 
a.m.-9 p.m., Sun 6 a.m.-1:45 p.m.; 
closed Christmas and New Year's 
days; no credit cards accepted. Call 
693-2344. Dock's Seafood and 
Steaks, 900 FM 1431 West, opens

Sun-Thu 11-9, Fri-Sat 11-10 (extend
ed hours June-Aug); call 693-2245.  

Outdoor Recreation 
For information about bait avail

able at'Thomas' Bait Shop at the 
intersection of FM 1431 and US 281, 
call 693-4103. Wildlife Sportsman 
is at 914 FM 1431 West (partially 
wheelchair accessible). Call 693-7072.  

Popular nearby attractions 
include the Vanishing Texas 
River Cruise of rugged Colorado 
River Canyon on Lake Buchanan 
(see Texas Highways, January 
1995). Options include 4 specialty 
cruises including a Sat. evening 
dinner cruise (May-Oct) and a 
new 6-hour cruise/tour of Colo
rado Bend State Park. One of the 
boats used is wheelchair accessi
ble. Write to Box 901, Burnet 78611; 
call 512/756-6986 or 800/4RIVER4 
for reservations. Web site: www.  
highlandlakes.com/cruise/ 

Books 
The Partisan Rangers of the 

Confederate States Army (State 
House Press, 1995; $32.95, plus 
tax), a memoir by Gen. Adam 
Rankin Johnson, the founder of 
Marble Falls, provides a fascinat
ing account of the general's activi
ties during the Civil War and his 
early days in Texas. Look for it in 
local libraries and bookstores, or 
write to State House Press, Box 
15247, Austin 78761-5247; 512/759
2676 or 800/421-3378.

Josiah Crow, 13, examines the Texas Granite 
company's display of various types of granite 
quarried throughout the nation. The display sits 
along FM 1431, two miles west of town.

Take a look at another 
memorial, too, that lies 
on the other side of 
town, just south of the 
US 281 bridge. Here, in 
a hillside turnout that 
overlooks Marble Falls, a 
monument commemo
rates Oscar J. Fox and his 
haunting composition, 
"The Hills of Home." In
spired by the view from 

this spot, Fox, a Burnet County native, 
composed the song in 1925 to honor his 
beloved Hill Country.

Though the scene differs today and 
the marble falls have long since disap
peared beneath deep waters, the strong 
appeal of the Hill Country charm re
mains. Alongside granite hills and placid 
lake, friendly Marble Falls continues to 
weave its quiet spell. * 

Austinite ROSEMARY WILLIAMS' story on 
drive-in theaters in our September 1997 nos
talgia issue recently won an award from the 
International Regional Magazine Association.  

Waco photographer JIM CROW shot the 
story on Brazos de Dios and the Homestead 
Heritage Craft and Children's Fair that 
appeared in the November 1996 issue.
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P PERHAPS NO OTHER DEN IZEN

SYMBOLIZES ITS BEAUTY AND Hi 

AS AGAVE.

[PRECEDING PAGES] Late afternoon sun casts its 
golden glow on an agave in the basin of the 
Chisos Mountains.  
[LEFr] Mountain sage complements a hardy 
agave growing along Panther Pass in Big Bend 

-National Park.  
[BELOW, LEFT] A flower stalk of Agave lechuguilla 
towers over candelilla. Lechuguilla flowers from 
May through July.  
[FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP] Agave neomexi
cana occurs mostly in New Mexico and in and 
around Guadalupe Mountains National Park in 
West Texas. An agave growing at Indian Lodge 
in Davis Mountains State Park displays a leaf 
resembling a tongue. The flowers, nectar, seeds, 
and seed sprouts of agave are edible, according 
to The Useful Wild Plants of Texas.  

V I ITO RS to the Trans-Pecos region of Texas know the area for 

its stark beauty and rugged terrain. Ancient mountain ranges and 

craggy rock formations stand as testament to the violent seismic 

and volcanic forces that shaped the region millions of years ago. Plants and 

animals there have survived by developing hardy defenses to help them cope 

with the harsh climate.  

Perhaps no other denizen of West Texas symbolizes its beauty and hardi

ness as much as the group of plants known as agave. Also called maguey, or 

century plant, the agave belongs to the Agavaceae family. The name "agave" 

comes from the Greek word agaue, meaning "noble." By virtue of its beauti

ful and distinctive geometric shape and its ability to thrive in harsh environ

ments, the agave lives up to its name.  

Most people are familiar with Agave 

O F W E ST T E X A mamericana, used as a landscaping plant 

A R D I N E S S A S M U CH throughout Texas and the Southwest.  

A. americana is indigenous to Mexico, 

but it has escaped cultivation and now grows in the wild in Texas. It is the 

largest agave in Texas, with leaves that can reach six feet in length.  

Botanists describe the genus as having 250 species, which are indigenous 

to South America and the warmer parts of North America. Texas has nine 

native species of maguey, according to The Useful Wild Plants of Texas. The 

most common agaves indigenous to Texas are A. lechuguilla, A. havardiana, 

and A. neomexicana.
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[TOP RoW] Lechuguilla and prickly 
pear, whether blooming or not, make 
a formidable deterrent to careless 
hikers in the Chihuahuan Desert
one brush of a pants leg against 
either plant produces Instant pain.  
[BELOW, LEFT] A rare Agave scabra, 
found mainly in extreme South 
Texas, produces a flower stalk.  
[FACING PAGE] Milkpea (Galactia 
wrightii) colorfully decorates an 
Agave havardiana growing in the 
Davis Mountains.

A ALTHOUGH COMMONLY DUBBI 

THE AGAVE TYPICALLY LIVES FO

AGAVE H AVA R DIANA grows on foothills and slopes in the 

Trans-Pecos, including the Chisos, Davis, and Sierra Blanca 

mountains. The most common agave found in Big Bend Nation

al Park, it is named fcr Valery Havard, a U.S. Army surgeon of French birth, 

who collected plants in Texas and other states in the 1870s and 1880s while 

stationed at various army posts.  

Agave lechuguilla, the indicator plant (a species whose presence indicates 

a particular environmental condition) of the Chihuahuan Desert, grows in 

an area, about 100 miles wide by 700 miles long, that extends from southern 

New Mexico. through western Texas, and into northern Mexico. One of the 

most abundant plants in the area, lechuguilla sometimes forms huge, impen

etrable colonies. A cluster of rigid leaves, each eight to 20 inches long, forms 

a center rosette that is deceptively beautiful: Each leaf culminates in a dan

gerous spine. Early explorers of the American Southwest discovered just 

how treacherous these plants were when the spines' needle-like points 

pierced the legs of their mounts, 

ED "'CENTURY PLANT," causing the horses to buck their 

R 15 To 20 YEARS . unfortunate riders off and into the 

thickets below.  

Agave neomexicana, the most common agave in the Guadalupe Moun

tains, is a more compact plant thanAgave havardiana, forming a tight rosette 

only 18 to 24 inches across when mature. The leaves are bluer than those of 

the dull-gray A. havardiana.
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EARLIEST MEDICAL USES OF AG 

BEEN TRACED TO THE AZTECS O

[LEFr] The Chisos agave (Agave glomeruliflora) 
is rare, growing only in a few mountain ranges 
in the Trans-Pecos region of Texas and northern 
Coahuila, Mexico.  
[BEOW, LErJ A false agave (Hechtia texensis) 
grows In Big Bend National Park. People some
times misidentify this plant as lechuguilla.  
[FACING PAGE] Maturing agaves use much of their 
energy to produce the flower stalk and flowers.  
Prehistoric dwellers in the American Southwest 
used every bit of the agave. Each agave rosette 
produces flowers and fruits once, then withers 
and dies.  

ALT H OUG H commonly dubbed "century plant," the agave typi

cally lives for 15 to 20 years. In the last months of its life, it pro

duces a spectacular flower stalk, which may reach 20 feet. The 

tubular yellow flower clusters appear in summer, arranged in palm-like fans 

along the stalk. Birds, ants, butterflies, and other 

AV E H AV E insects swarm the flowers to collect the sweet nectar.  

F M E X I CO. The resourceful Mescalero and Chiricahua Apache 

Indians used the agave's leaves as thatching for roofs 

and as fuel, while its spines became needles and nails. The flower stalk of the 

versatile plant provided soft threads that the Indians wove into clothing and 

baskets. The leaves' tougher, stronger fibers became baskets, mats, twine or 

rope, and fabric soles for sandals. The plant's leaves and roots yielded a sub

stance called saponin, which was used to make soap. In Mexico, the soap was 

known as amole.  

The earliest use of agave for medicinal purposes has been traced to the 

Aztecs of Mexico, who spread the concentrated maguey syrup on infected 

wounds to speed their healing. The plant's juice was also valued for its 

diuretic and laxative qualities.  

Whether an indispensable source of food, drink, medicine, or fiber, or 

merely a source of rugged beauty to brighten the environment, the agave 

has proven itself a noble plant, indeed. *

Austinite RICHARD REYNOLDS says working on this story gave him a thirst for blue 

agave tequila, one of many products made from the noble agave.
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RENOWNED PHOTOGRAPHER RUSSELL LEE DOCUMENTED A E

Ri NS"su

[TOP, LEFT AND RIGHT] The 
matinee at San Augustine's 
Augus Theatre drew the 
usual Saturday crowd on 
April 22, 1939, when pho
tographer Russell Lee 
(1903-1986) was docu
menting small-town life 
for the Farm Security Ad
ministration. The movie, 
"Drums' was set in Brit
ish-occupied India. Sabu 
starred as Prince Azim; 
Raymond Massey costarred 
as Prince Ghul.
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MPLER TIME IN THE EAST TEXAS TOWN OF SAN AUGUSTINE

[BOTTOM, LEFT To RIGHT] 
Long before supermarkets, 
about 10 small groceries 
could be found around San 
Augustine's courthouse 
square. Joe McKechney, 
the "popcorn man," set up 
his stand every Saturday 
in front of the Commercial 
State Bank, on Columbia, 
the town's main street.
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BY R I C H A R D M U R P H Y W HEN FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
photographer Russell Lee came to 
our little East Texas farm town in 
1939, most activity-political, com

mercial, sometimes even religious-centered 
around the courthouse square.  

In one of Lee's famous photographs, made in San 
Augustine on Saturday, April 22 of that year, a big 
crowd mills around on the courthouse lawn. A panel 
truck parked in front bears on its side the words 
"The Fatal Hour." It is easy to imagine the itinerant 
preacher, his fire-and-brimstone voice augmented 
by the twin loudspeakers atop the truck, warning 
the crowd that "The fatal hour is at hand" and 
exhorting one and all to "Repent now, or suffer the 
fires of eternal damnation!" 

Saturday-when farm folk came to town-was 
still the big day for local merchants in 1939, and 
something exciting was usually happening on the 
square. It had been that way for more than 100 
years. In 1836, San Augustine threw a big Saturday 
party for Davy Crockett and his Tennessee boys, 
who were on their way to the Alamo. Later that year, 
another big Saturday shindig honored Sam Hous
ton, in town recovering from the ankle wound he'd 
received at San Jacinto. John S. "Rip" Ford, the 
famous Texas Ranger captain, stayed for a spell in 
the 1840s. And James Pinckney Henderson, the 
state's first governor, whose bronze statue today 
dominates the courthouse lawn, liked the town so 
well he built a fine house and settled down.  

A century later, Tex Ritter paid a visit and put on 
a show at the Augus Movie Theatre, and W. Lee 
"Pass the Biscuits, Pappy" O'Daniel came through 
in the mid-1930s. Pappy, the former radio pitchman 
and recent founder of the Hillbilly Flour company, 
brought his band, The Hillbilly Boys, with him.  
From a platform set up on the square, the band 
played hillbilly tunes, and Pappy-soon to be gov
ernor-made a speech. During the spring, other 
political rallies on the site saw candidates for local 
office mounting makeshift stands and making 

[roP] Old-timers gather on the whittlers' bench in front of 
the courthouse. Jeff Whitton, a distant cousin of the author, 
is on the left.  
[cmm] Writes the author, "My father, Cecil Murphy, was 
County Clerk in 1939. He would not allow Russell Lee to 
take his picture until Lee assured him he would not be 
expected to buy any pictures.' Cecil died in 1991.  

[BwOTom] In Polk & Stephenson's Leather Shop, townsfolk 
have shoes repaired while they wait.



[TOP] Looking east on Columbia Street. "In 1939, our town had at least 15 groceries, two department stores, 
two drugstores, two blacksmith shops, several clothing stores, two banks, and a movie theater. Now, all are 
gone except the banks and drugstores:' 
[BoTrom] The square as seen from the third floor of the San Augustine County courthouse. "Everybody came 
to town on Saturday in those days. Now, on Saturday, the square looks practically deserted:' (The statue is of 
J. Pinckney Henderson, Texas' first governor, who practiced law In the town in the mid-180s.)

July 1998 39

t



rI 

v 

3 _'"

self-conscious pitches to the villagers and farm folk.  
We kids paid little attention to the speech-mak

ing, preferring to play Gene Autry-versus-the-Bad 
Guys in the shrubbery, while the older kids prome
naded up and down the streets, eager to see-and-be
seen wearing their good clothes.  

Ironically, the visit of Russell Lee and his wife, 
Jean, who would leave our town perhaps its most 
famous legacy, went practically unnoticed.  

LEE WAS ONE of about a dozen master photog

raphers sent all over the country during the 
Depression years by the Historical Division 

of the Farm Security Administration (FSA) to re
cord in photographs the lives of rural Americans.  
The idea was to build support for Roosevelt's farm
recovery program. At first, these artists of the cam
era-Carl Mydans, Arthur Rothstein, Ben Shahn, 
Dorothea Lange, Walker Evans, and Lee, among 
others-concentrated on taking pictures of poor 
farm families, sharecroppers, and migrant workers.  
But by 1939, Roy Stryker, head of the FSA's Histor
ical Division, had broadened the agency's shooting 
agenda to include small towns.  

Virtually no one in San Augustine (pop. about 
2,500 then and now) realized what a wonderful 
thing had happened when the Lees paused in our 
town and Russell took those hundreds of pictures.  
He went about his work unobtrusively, and most of 
the great photos, taken during a week-long stay, 
were never seen by his subjects-at least, not until 
50-odd years later.  

In 1940, 20 of the pictures appeared in the book 
Home Town, by the renowned author and play
wright Sherwood Anderson. Other than that, over 
the years, one or two of the photos would crop up in 

a magazine here or a newspaper there to tease and 
mystify San Augustine natives.  

In 1990, I tracked Lee's San Augustine shots to 
the Library of Congress and ordered microfilm of 
the entire set-about 250 photos! Looking at them 
was like stepping back in time.  

True to the life of the town, Lee took many of the 
pictures around the courthouse square on a Saturday 
afternoon-April 22, 1939. I found several shots of 

[Top] Recess at the old San Augustine grammar school, 
which was torn down in the early 1950s.  
[cENTER] Mary Bryant (at left), manager of the Hotel Hamp
ton, plays checkers with guests. During their stay in San 
Augustine, Russell and Jean Lee enjoyed Mary's excellent 
cooking and the hotel's well-appointed dining room.  
[sowroml Farm families gather in the high school auditorium 
to view a government movie on soil conservation.
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[Top] The Methodist Church choir included Curtis Haley (center, in white shirt), now a prominent local doctor.  
[sorToM] The Courtesy Barber Shop was doing a brisk business when Lee snapped this picture. "The customer 
could get a haircut and shoeshine for 65 cents:' 
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my father, Cecil Murphy, at the time serving as San 
Augustine County Clerk. Even more surprising, 
among the images taken at the grammar school, I 
was shocked and delighted to find a picture of myself 
along with some of my fifth grade classmates! (See 
inside front cover.) 

Why did Lee choose San Augustine as the subject 
of his small-town documentary? One writer has 
noted that in 1939, East Texas was an anachronism: 
In San Augustine, the change from horse- and mule
drawn vehicles to automobiles was far from com
plete, and Russell took numerous photos of farm 
folk coming and going on horseback or in wagons. In 
this town, the great photographer had found a micro
cosm of rural America in transition.  

When I interviewed her in 1990, Russell's wife, 
the late Jean Smith Lee, gave another reason for the 
choice. She said it was the food that kept the couple 
in San Augustine. It seems they had been on the 
road for weeks, staying in a series of grubby hotels 
with terrible food. When they happened upon our 
town, they spent the night at the Hampton, our best 
hotel. Run by Mary Bryant, the Hampton had com
fortable rooms and a big dining room with proper 
table linens, silverware, and excellent cooking.  
Russell and Jean liked it so well they decided to stick 

around for a few days and make the town the subject 
of a small-town documentary.  

N SOME WAYS, San Augustine's square has 

changed little in the succeeding 59 years; in other 
ways, it's very different indeed. The hitching 

racks and a big watering trough that sat behind the 

courthouse are long gone. The wooden whittlers' 

benches have been replaced by metal ones, and the 
old men who once gathered on them have given way 

to men who play dominos elsewhere or who stay 

home to watch football and baseball games on TV.  

Inside the courthouse, major differences tell of 

the great changes in society that the century's sec

ond half wrought. The separate restrooms and 

drinking fountains for blacks and whites have disap
peared. The windows, which once opened wide dur

[TOP] The annual county fair had taken place six months 
before Russell Lee arrived in town. Even in simpler times, 
folks couldn't escape ad bombardments.  

[cENTER] Sharecroppers and their families numbered among 
the crowds who came to town each week to replenish sup
plies and catch up on the latest news.  
[BooM] Farm kids pose in a "Hoopie:' A Hoopie, the author 
explains, is "what we called a passenger car whose back 
end had been chopped off and replaced with a wooden 
truck bed:'
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[TOP] Typical transportation of the day brings a farm couple to the county hub. Note the poignancy of the sign 
in the left background: "1939-Happy Days Ahead!" World War 11 would begin that fall, and the United States 
would enter the war two years later.  
[BOTTOM] An unidentified auctioneer and his two clerical helpers preside over the Monday cattle auction in the 
town's old tin auction barn.
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ing the hot summers, remain closed, and air condi
tioning helps keep nervous defendants cool. In 1939, 
most of the offices oversaw county business; today, 
state and federal agencies occupy many of them. In 
the days before photocopiers, even a fast typist in 
the County Clerk's office might work all day to 
record a single oil lease. Now, the whir of computers 
has replaced the clack of typewriters.  

But it is outside, on the streets around the square, 
where change is most evident. Grocery and retail 
shops have been replaced by arts and crafts shops, gift 
shops, and a video rental store. The big discount 
stores in neighboring towns have gobbled up much 
of local business. The Augus Movie Theatre is be
ing converted into a county museum.  

In the 1930s, commerce was permitted around 
the courthouse, even on days when court was in ses
sion. On summer Saturdays, wagons loaded with 
watermelons and cantaloupes parked beneath the 
oak trees; farmers sold tomatoes, sugarcane, and 
sweet corn from wagons and pickup trucks; and fish
ermen hawked channel cats and white perch from 
washtubs filled with ice water. Nowadays, most of 
the action has moved west across the railroad 
tracks, toward the circle on Highway 96. Young and 
old alike socialize at the Dairy Queen, the new 
Brookshire Brothers store, or Doodles Restaurant.  
Truck farmers rarely park around the square, and 
the preachers have moved from panel trucks to 
radio and television.  

One holdover from the past remains: A small con

tingent of old-timers gathers every day at mid-morn
ing at the San Augustine Drug & Gift store to chat 
and reminisce over coffee or Grapefruit Highballs, 
the town's trademark (nonalcoholic) concoction, 
served since the 1920s.  

Yes, small towns, like the country as a whole, 
have changed forever. But thanks to the memories 
captured by Russell Lee, the San Augustine of long 

ago lives on. * 

RICHARD MURPHY wrote the award-winning story about the 
Rabbit Railroad that appeared in the November 1996 issue.  

[Top] In a town that depended on the land, the high school 
agriculture class taught future farmers how to plant crops 
and manage livestock.  
[cENTER] Typing class trained future secretaries. Before 
World War IlI, the few women who worked outside the home 
usually became secretaries, teachers, or nurses.  
[BoToM] Reading class. "Miss Margaret Wade, the much
loved second grade teacher, reads to her students from 
The Story Hour Reader."

Texas Highways44



[ToPj Grammar school Glee Club. "Note the ubiquitous George Washington picture. Each classroom had one." 
Russell Lee used multiple flash units to get unusual depth-of-field in his crowd scenes.  
[BOTTOM] Maurine Tatum (at piano) gives a private music lesson at the grammar school. Pat Fussell, now a 
prominent local real estate developer who has built Super 8 motels nationwide, is on trombone. Maurice 
Mitchell, on trumpet, was a police officer in Beaumont for many years.  

July 1998 45



F

V

I

41

III11IiIIIIII

rN

I

itt

We- 

C



Built by cattle baron

W.T. Waggoner, 

! f 't rhis flamboyant 

\ daughter, Electra, and 

her socialite husband, 

Albert B. Wharton, 

a Fort Worth mansion 

By Gene Fowler reflects turn-of-the

Phctographs by Sergio Piumatti 
century opulence.  

H E OLD -T I M E TEXAS cattle barons created their leg
ends on a stage as vast as the open plains. Such a life called for 
grand gestures and dramatic statements. In Fort Worth, you can 
still visit one of the most extravagant examples of that lifestyle, an 

elegant, storied museum-home known as Thistle Hill.  
With the help of her father, W.T. Waggoner, flamboyant ranching 

heiress Electra Waggoner of Decatur and Philadelphia socialite Albert 
Buckman Wharton built Thistle Hill shortly after they married in 1903.  
Their living quarters and life of lavish excess established quite a legacy.  
The 11,000-square-foot, three-story, red-brick home was originally con
structed in the Colcnial Revival style, with its decorative elements craft
ed almost entirely of wood. When the Whartons moved to their ranch home, 
Zacaweista, near Vernon, in 1911, they sold Thistle Hill to cattleman and 
hotel builder Winfield Scott and his wife, Elizabeth. The Scotts remod
eled the mansion in the more formal Georgian Revival style, with its adorn
ments forged from wrought iron and stone. "That's one of the things that 
makes Thistle Hill unique," says curator Ruth Karbach. "Georgian Revival 
was not a very common style in the Southwest." 

[CLOCKWISE FROM FACING PAGE] Thistle Hill's grand staircase takes visitors upstairs from 
a foyer that features oak wainscoting, a ceiling of decorative oak panels, a green 
tile fireplace, and doors with leaded glass. Heraldic shields and Old English calligra
phy reading "drink down all unkindness:' an Edwardian motto, adorn a wall of the 
game room. An ornate inkstand in the parlor holds Electra Waggoner Wharton's 
1902 bridal portrait. The Venetian lace veil she wears cost $1,000 In 1900.
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The home served as a dormitory for 
young women working in bomber facto
ries during World War II, as low-cost 
housing for young women and neglected 
teens in the Fifties, and as a home 
for delinquent teens in the Sixties. A 
grassroots effort called "Save-the-Scott
Home" rescued it from demolition in the 
1970s, and early in the 1980s, restoration 
experts began returning Thistle Hill to 
the formal elegance of the Scott era. A 
nonprofit organization called Texas 
Heritage, Inc. maintains the home today.  

Six massive limestone columns flank 
the mansion's front door, which is 
graced with zinced and leaded glass that 
forms a wedding ring pattern. The motif 
is repeated throughout the house.  

Stepping in, visitors can see from 
one spot all five downstairs fireplaces
in the foyer, library, drawing room, dining 
room, and music or game room. You'll 
marvel at the rich, highly polished oak 
flooring and walls. The brilliant stained 
glass of a Palladian window illuminates

Finishing school 

in Nashville failed to temper 

Electra's exuberant spirit.  

To give her guests a true taste 

of Texas, on one occasion 

Electra fired a six-shooter 

through the dining room ceiling.

A circa-1916 billiard table that once provided amusement to the members of a Fort Worth gentle
men's club dominates the game room. In this room, guests might have been occupied with cards, 
billiards, music from the upright piano, a roaring fire, drinks, laughter, and cigars.

a grand horseshoe staircase and landing.  
Docents who guide tours of the home 
regale vistors with tales of its owners.  

Framed photographs of the home's 
residents help illustrate the stories. As 
they did in life, Electra's escapades usual
ly create the most sensation. Born in 1882, 
she was called "the Princess of the 
Panhandle" by cowboys on her father's 
ranch. To transform the rootin' tootin' 
teenager to a society queen, Electra's 
mother, Ella (who had once lived in a log 
cabin), sent her to Nashville's Ward
Belmont finishing school at age 15.  

When she returned home to Decatur 
from a world tour early in the new cen
tury, Electra wore a butterfly tattoo on 
her leg and an engagement ring from 
one Albert Buckman Wharton, who had 
captured the wild Texan's heart in the 
mountains of Nepal.  

After they married, Electra's legendary 
shoppin' demons began to hop. Closets 
at Thistle Hill bulged with fine gowns 
and custom-made shoes. Reportedly, the 

cattle king's daughter 
never wore the same 
garment twice. In a 
famed, two-day spree 
at Dallas' Neiman
Marcus store, she 
spent $40,000 on the 
latest fashions from 
Paris and New York.  

Cotillions and cos
tume parties drew 
Cowtown society folk 
to A.B. and Electra's 

Thistle Hill. One Hal
loween, for example, 
guests enjoyed a "phan
tom dance," cavorting 

about the grounds in 
sheets and pillowcas
es to the goblin glow 
of candlelit pump
kins. After the Whar
tons divorced in 1921, 
Electra's parties grew 
even grander. A bash 
at Shadow Lawn, their 
Dallas estate, might 

host generals and movie stars. To give 
her guests a true taste of Texas, on one
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[LEFr] The mahogany bed chamber probably served as a guest room. It shares a 
bathroom, furnished with original fixtures, with the bird's-eye maple room.  
[BELoW] Electra Wharton, clad in a Parisian outfit perhaps as Queen Sheherazade 
from The Arabian Nights, reclines on a chaise longue. The Whartons were known for 
their lavish costume parties and for dressing to the nines for the pageants associ
ated with horse shows.

occasion Electra fired a six-shooter 
through the dining room ceiling. On 
another the gathering moved en masse 
to Zacaweista in time to sce an oil well 
erupt like a gooey geyser.  

Portraits of Elizabeth Scott in the 
home illustrate the sharp differences 
betweEr the two women. As Fort Worth 
writer Judy Alter observes in her book, 
Thistle Hill, "Where Electra blazed a leg
end of glamor, Elizabeth set a quiet stan
dard cf style." (Electra's blaze was brief, 
however; siie died in 1925 at age 43 from 
cirrhosis of the liver.) 

Mrs. Scott owned the Tiffany-style 
lamp in the library; it's one of the few 
original furnishings left in the home.  
"Everything else was re-created based 
on photographs or according

of the pre-World War I 
American Arts and Crafts 
movement," explains Ruth 
Karbach. "The movement 
was an outgrowth of La 
Belle Epoque [1871-1914], 
or 'the age of beauty.' 
People rebelled against the 
machine age; they wanted 
beautiful, handmade objects.  

"The library is one of the 
most authentically restored 
rooms in the house," says 
Ruth, pointing out the deli
cate wall decoration that 
includes Moorish stencil
ling and the treatment of 
aluminum leaf over canvas 
that creates a leathery 

look. In some of the rooms, workers used 
surgeons' scalpels to remove five layers 
of lead paint.  

The muted mulberry and mauve 
walls and window treatments and dainty 
Loiis XV furniture in the parlor also 
reflect the tastes of wealthy Americans 
of the era. The circa-1916 carom bil
liards table (pool without pockets) in the 
game room once stood in a Fort Worth 
gentlemen's club; above the room's fire
place hangs a plaque with the original 
name of the home, "Rubusmont" ("thorn 
mountain"), carved in Old English 
letters. Delicate Haviland and

Limoges china on display in the dining 
room resembles that collected and used 
by both the Whartons and the Scotts.  

The kitchen has undergone some mod
ernization, and Thistle Hill now hosts 
more than 125 weddings and parties a 
year. But vintage battleship linoleum (so 
called because it's -inch thick and so 
durable that it is used in battleships) still 
covers the floor, and the speaker box/re
ceiver fixture for the home's annunciator 
-an old-timey intercom system that 
would still work if it weren't disconnect
ed-remains in the kitchen wall.  

Rich bird's-eye maple and mahogany 
adorn the walls of the upstairs bed
rooms. All three bedrooms are fitted out 
in period style, some retain their orig
inal light fixtures, and a closet safe in 
the master suite prompts Ruth to tell 
the story of a 1906 jewel theft that was 
engineered by a maid. The thief, who 
served time for the heist, had moved 
to Fort Worth from 
Philadelphia to 
work for the 
Whartons with 

the caper 
already 
planned.
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[ABOVE] Thistle Hill's outward appearance owes more to the Scotts than to the Whartons. The Scotts 
stripped the exterior to its brick facade and added a green, glazed-tile roof, as well as marble and 
limestone insets that repeated motifs at the top of the limestone columns. They also replaced a 
large balcony and wooden balustrade above the front door with a wrought-iron railing.  
[BELOW] A turn-of-the-century Arts and Crafts stained-glass lamp belonged to 
Elizabeth Scott. Note the leaded-glass oak bookcases behind it.

ies of Thistle Hill's past come from 

many sources. 'We've been lucky to find 

many people who grew up in Fort Worth 
who still have memories of Thistle 
Hill," says Ruth. Some who visit the 
home-for a tour, a wedding, or one 
of the home's changing exhibits-re
member donating to Save-the-Scott
Home in the 1970s as schoolkids.  
"They'll say, 'I gave a quarter,"' explains 
Ruth, "and after looking around at the 
home's restoration, they all agree it was 
a pretty good deal."* 

GENE FOWLER regrets not being able to 

party with Electra Waggoner.  

SERGIO PIUMATTI of Richardson has con
tributed to our Window on Texas page and 
to the April 1998 feature on Wildseed Farms.

Thistle Hill menfolk tend to be found 
somewhat in the background, though 
A.B. Wharton is remembered as the 
owner of Fort Worth's first automobile 
dealership. The stables he had built on 
the property accommodated horseless 
carriages as well as horses. Winfield 

Scott earned his place in Fort Worth 
history as the builder of the Worth, 
Metropolitan, and Terminal hotels, and 
as an owner of Cowtown's notorious 

White Elephant Saloon. Winfield died

before the renovations 

on his home were com
pleted; he never lived 
at Thistle Hill.  

Ruth's research team 
plans to refurbish This
tle Hill's gardens in a 
style as similar as 
possible to Elizabeth 
Scott's. "We've located 
the old ledgers of Ba
ker Brothers, a Fort 
Worth florist and nurs
ery that provided plants 
to both families," ex
plains Ruth. "The gar
den had a strong Eng
lish influence. In fact, 
Baker Brothers em
ployed an English 
landscape gardener, 
Charles Papworth, in 
1907, but he also 
knew how to use na
tive plants." 

Restoration and 
preservation remain 
an ongoing adven
ture for the care
takers of Electra's 
honeymoon palace.  
Clues to the myster-

Thistle Hill
histle Hill is at 1509 Pennsylvania Ave., just 
south of downtown Fort Worth. Take the 
Summit Ave. exit off Interstate 30, go south 

to Pennsylvania, and you'll see the home. Hours:
Mon-Fri 11-2, 
Sun 1-3. Weekday 
group tours can 
be booked at 10 
and 2. Admission: 
$4, $2 senior citi
zens and ages 7-12.  
Write to 1509 
Pennsylvania Ave., 
Fort Worth 76104; 
817/336-1212. Call 
for holiday hours

.d 0 To Denton 
FORT WORT ' 
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Rosedale 

Waco -

and group tour rates. Free parking is available west 
of the home. Call regarding wheelchair accessibility.  

Fort Worth's oldest cattle baron mansion was fea
tured on the A&E Network's America's Castles series 
in September 1997.  

Thistle Hill's Annual Antiques Fair is held on the 
grounds the second weekend in Sep. (Sep. 11-13, 
1998). The 14 public rooms are decorated in lavish 
Edwardian and Victorian style at Christmas.  

The home is available for weddings, meetings, and 
other special events. Call or write for rental rates.  

To order a copy of Thistle Hill by Judy Alter 
(Texas Christian Univ. Press, 1988), send a check 
for $9.50 (includes tax and shipping) to Thistle Hill 
(address above).
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In Fun Forecast, we provide events and telephone 
S M T w T F s numbers for next month, so that you'll have additional 

i time to plan your outings.  
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Sometimes dates change after the magazine is printed. PAPHL NLE 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Before you drive miles to an event, confirm the PRAIRIES& 16 17 18 19 20 21 22LAE PIY 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 date by calling the number listed next to the fes- BIG BEND WOODS 
30 31 tivity or by contacting the local chamber of COUNTRY HILL COUNTRY 

commerce. If you wish to submit an event for Fun oP 
Forecast, please send the information to Fun Forecast, Texas Highways, Box SOUTH TEXAS 

141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/483-3672. Submit information at least three full months 
before the first of the month in which the event will take place (for example, by August 1 for 
November festivities). Space is limited, so we may not be able to print every event. For a 
quarterly, more detailed schedule of events, write for a free Texas Events Calendar, Box 5064, Austin 78763
5064, or fax 512/483-3672.  

Texas Highways' Web site (www.texashighways.com) includes an expanded Fun Forecast that gives de
scriptions of the events.  

For free routing assistance or details on any destination in Texas, call 800/452-9292 toll-free from anywhere 
in the United States and Canada, any day between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Central Time. A travel counselor at one 
of the state's travel information centers will be on the line to provide travel information, send brochures, and 
advise you of any emergency road conditions.

1 
BRECKENRIDGE 
Fabulous 50 

Fun Day 
& Car Show 

254/554-2301 

COLEMAN 
(began Jul 30) 

Jr Rodeo 
915/348-3933 

LEVELLAND 
(began Jul 31) 
Hot Burrito & 

Bluegrass Festival 
806/894-3157 

OLTON 
(began Jul 28) 

Sandhills 
Celebration 

806/285-2292 

PLAINS 
(began Jul 30) 

Old Settlers 
Reunion & Rodeo 

806/456-2288 

SILVERTON 
Caprock Jamboree 

806/823-2524 

SWEETWATER 
(began Jul 27) 

Natd Finals Rodeo 
915/235-5488 

1-2 
AMARILLO/ 
CANADIAN 

MS Wild West 150 
Bike Tour 

806/323-6234 

POST 
(began Jul 31) 

Old Mill 
Trade Days 

806/495-3529

1-7 
ABILENE 

(began Jul 27) 
Cutting Horse 
Competition 
915/677-4376 

1-8 
HEREFORD 

100th Birthday 
Celebration 

806/364-3333 

1-22 
CANYON 

(began Jun 10) 
Texas 

806/655-2181 

1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
WICHITA FALLS 
Texas Gold 

Country Music 
Show 

940/723-9037 

1-Sep 30 
VERNON 

Quilt Show 
940/553-1848 

4, 11, 18, 25 
WICHITA FALLS 

Four Points Hotel 
Outdoor Concert 

940/761-7490 

6 
ALBANY 

Old Jail Art Center 
Western Swing 

Party & 
Exhibit Opening 

915/762-2269 

6-8 
DALHART 

XIT Rodeo 
& Reunion 

806/249-5646 
or 249-5551

7-8 
BORGER 
Airfair 

806/273-2211 

DALHART 
XIT 

Arts & Crafts Show 
806/249-4434 

8 
DALHART 

Fiddlers Contest 
806/249-5646 

DIMMITT 
Castro Co 

Potato Bounty 
806/647-5517 

8-9 
ABILENE 

Arts & Crafts Show 
915/676-6211 

8-Sep 9 
ABILENE 

Art Competition 
915/673-4587 

13-16 
VERNON 

Summer's 
Last Blast 

940/552-2564 or 
800/687-3137 

14-15 
HAPPY 

Happy Days 
& Rodeo 

806/764-3434 

JACKSBORO 
Barbecue Cookoff 

940/567-2674 

14-16 
ABILENE 

Trade Days 
915/677-5252

14-16 
WICHITA FALLS 
Texas Ranch 

Roundup 
940/691-1723 

15 
PETERSBURG 

Petersburg Day 
806/667-3625 

SAN ANGELO 
Campfire Concert 

915/949-6870 

SUNRAY 
Sunray Funday 
806/948-4111 

15-16 
AMARILLO 

August Lights 
Arts Festival 
806/373-7899 

OLNEY 
Trade Days 

940/564-5445 

16-18 
ABILENE 
Tennis 

Tournament 
915/676-6292 

19-22 
PAMPA 

Army Air Field 
Reunion 

806/665-3993 

22 
ABILENE 

Dyess AFB 
Appreciation 

Day 
915/596-5609 

PERRYTON 
Pioneer Day 
806/435-6400

22 
SLATON 

August Festival 
806/828-6238 

Opry 
806/828-6238 

VERNON 
Vernon Burnin' 

Bike Ride 
& Road Race 

940/552-2564 or 
800/687-3137 

27 
OLNEY 

Music at 
the Gazebo 

940/564-5445 

27-30 
WICHITA FALLS 
Hotter 'N' Hell 

Hundred 
Bike Ride 

940/723-5800 

28 
ABILENE 

Rehab Center 
Dinner Show 

Benefit 
915/793-3400 

29 
ROBERT LEE 
Labor Day 

Extravaganza 
915/453-2713 

29-30 
BALLINGER 

Depot Daze 
915/365-2333 
or 365-5611 

31-Sep 5 
BIG SPRING 

Howard Co Fair 
915/263-7641 or 

800/734-7641

1 
BELLVILLE 

Market Day 
on the Square 
409/865-3407 

GONZALES 
(began Jul 31) 

Jamaica 
Celebration 
830/672-6532 

IRVING 
(began Jul 17) 
Cactus Ftower 
972/255-1453 

LANCASTER 
(began Jul 30) 

Carnival 
972/227-4349 

SALADO 
Salado Legends 
254/947-9205 

Tablerock 
Summer Festival 
254/947-9205 

TERRELL 
Heritage Tour 
972/524-1234 

1-2 
BRENHAM 

(began Jul 31) 
Firemen's Fiesta 
409/836-3695 or 
888/873-6426 

CANTON 
Old Mill 

Marketplace 
913/567-5445 

FORT WORTH 
(began Jul 21) 
Cutting Ilorse 
Spectacular 
817/244-6188

1-2_ 
IRVING 

(began Jul 31) 
Open Tennis 
Tournament 
972/252-7476 

SALADO 
Art Fair 

254/947-5040 

SCHULENBURG 
(began Jul 31) 

Festival 
409/743-4514 

1-9 
DALLAS 

(began Jul 29) 
Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey 

Circus 
214/939-2770 

GRANBURY 
(began Jul 9) 

My Fair Lady 
817/573-9191 
or 572-0881 

1-16 
FORT WORTH 

(began Jun 10) 
God's Trombones 

817/338-4411 

(began Jul 22) 
The Phantom of 

the Opera 
817/332-CASA 

ROUND TOP 
(began Jul 23) 
Shakespeare 
at Winedale 
409/278-3530 

_ 1-23 
GRAND PRAIRIE 
(began Jul 30) 
Western Days 
Celebration 
972/606-6672 
or 237-8112

July 1998

1, 8,15, 22, 29 
HICO 

Saturday Night 
Music & 

Carriage Rides 
800/361-HICO 

STEPHENVILLE 
Cross Timbers 
Country Opry 
254/965-4132 

1-Sep 26 
MESQUITE 

(began Apr 3) 
Rodeo 

972/285-8777 

1-Oct 31 
DALLAS 

(began Jun 1) 
Chicago 

214/421-5678 

2 
BASTROP 

Homecoming 
512/321-2480 

SOUTH LAKE 
MasterWorks 

Concert 
817/283-3406 

2, 16 
RICHARDSON 

Community Band 
Concocts 

972/851-9784 

3-8 
DE LEON 

Peach & Melon 
Festival 

254/893-6600 

4  
NORTH 

RICHLAND 
HILLS 

MasterWorks 
Concert 

8 17/283-3406 

6-8 
DECATUR 

Sheriff's Posse 
Rodeo 

940/627-3107 

6, 13 
WACO 

Summer Sounds 
Concerts 

800/922-2638 

7 
GRAPEVINE 
Concert at 
the Palace 

817/481-0454 

7-8 

ALVORD 
Watermelon 
Festival & 

Barbecue Cookoff 
940/627-5806 

WACO 
Horseshoe 

Tournament 
254/750-5980

7-9 
BONHAM 

Trade Days 
903/583-2367 

BOWIE 
Trade Days 

817/872-1680 

FORT WORTH 
Lone Star 

Guitar Shsow 
817/246-5682 

8 
ANDERSON 

Stagecoach Rides 
409/873-2633 

ARLINGTON 
Scale Model 

Contest 
817/465-6661 

BASTROP 
Market Day 

512/303-7843 

LANCASTER 
Drive-In 

Movie Series 
972/227-1112 

LEWISVILLE 
Chili Cookoff 
972/219-3550 

MUENSTER 
VFD Barbecue 
940/759-2227 

8-9 

ARLINGTON 
Arts & Crafts Show 

817/459-5000 

CALVERT 
Antique 

Celebration 
409/364-2933 

DALLAS 
Big Cat Weekend 

at Dallas Zoo 
214/942-3678 

8-15 
FORT WORTH 

Quarter Horse 
Show 

806/376-4888 

ARLINGTON 
Bread 

In Concert 
817/640-8900 

WEIMAR 
St Michael's 

Harvest Feast 
409/725-6714 

10-15 
ALVARADO 

Old Settlers 
Reunion 

817/790-6667 

12-16 
FORT WORTH 

Ringling Bros.  
and 

Barnum & Bailey 
Circus 

817/884-2222
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13-16 

ARLINGTON 
Arts & Crafts Show 

817/459-5000 

13-Sep 7 

GRANBURY 
Seven Brides for 
Seven Brothers 

817/573-9191 
or 572-0881 

14-16 
GARLAND 

Antique Auto 
Swap Meet 

972/276-1790 

McKINNEY 
Trade Days 

972/562-5466 

NAVASOTA 
Trade Days 

409/825-8490 

14-17 
GREENVILLE 
Trade Days 

903/4513-0551 
or 455-5962 

15 
CLEBUR NE 

Rodeo 
817/244-9851 

FLATONIA 
Prazka Pout 

& Praha Feast 
512/865-3560 

GRANBURY 
Great Race 
Car Corral 

817/573-5200 

HALLETTSVILLE 
Carnival 

512/798-3522 

HAMILTON 
Riding Club 

Play Day 
254/386-3216 

HILLSBORO 
Starlight. Sounds 
Concert Series 
254/582-2481 

SOMERVILLE 
Sportsman's 

Festival 
409/51-2383 

15-16 
DALLAS 

Antique & 
Collector's Market 

405/478-4050 

FORT WORTH 
Classic Car Show 

214/373-4835 

15-16, 22-23 
GRAND PRAIRIE 

Boat Show 
972/647-2331 

16 
BRENHAM 

Ice Cream 
Smorgasbord 

409/83(-3695 or 
888/273-6426

17 _ 

PLANO 
Rainbow Classic 
Golf Tournament 

972/516-0814 

17-26 
TEMPLE 

Cutting Horse 
Expo 

254/298-5720 

21-22 
MERIDIAN 

Natl Champioship 
Barbecue Cookoff 

254/435-6113 

21-23 
HICO 

Antique Auto 
Swap Meet 

800/361-1ICO 

WHITEWRIGHT 
Trade Days 

913/364-2994 

21-29 
DENTON 

North Texas 
State Fair 
& Rodeo 

940/387-2632 

21-Sep 6 
BEDFORD 

Runfor Your Wife 
817/354-6444 

22 

WHITEWRIGHT 
Opry 

903/364-2539 

22-23 
ARLINGTON 

Gem & Mineral 
Show 

817/483-1555 

DALLAS 
Visions: 

The Women's Expo 
214/523-0650 

23 _ 

SCHULENBURG 
St Rose o1 Lima 
Church Picnic 
409/743-4514 

25-29 _ 

PARIS 
Red River Valley 

Fair 
903/785-7971 

27-30 
FORT WORTH 

RV Show 
817/884-2222 

29 
FORT WORTH 

Rodeo 
817/887-1222 

GONZALES 
Courthouse 
Trade Days 

830/672-6532 

29-30 
FORT WORTH 

Women's Expo 
817/457-2864

29-30 
LINDSAY 

Antique Tractor & 
Farm Machinery 

Show 
940/668-7861 or 

800/689-7861 

30 
BASTROP 

Communitywide 
Concert 

512/303-3221 

30-Sep 1 
GRAND PRAIRIE 

Labor Day 
Holiday Market 
972/647-2331 

30-Oct 10 
DALLAS 

Showboat 
214/665-9533 or 

972/644-6379 

1 
CONROE 

(began Jul 30) 
PRCA Rodeo 
409/760-1666 

QUITMAN 
(began Jul 29) 

Old Settlers 
Reunion 

903/763-2971 

1, 7-8, 
14-15, 21-22, 

28-29 
LIBERTY 

Opry on the Square 
800/248-8918 

6-8 
CONROE 

Montgomery Co 
Rodeo 

409/760-1666 

NEW BOSTON 
Pioneer Days 
903/628-2581 

7 
THE WOODLANDS 

Swan Lake 
281/363-3300 

7-9 
NACOGDOCHES 
Flea Market 
409/564-4490 

8-9 
HENDERSON 

Motorcycle Races 
800/423-8736 

- 15-17 
TYLER 

Trade Days 
903/595-2223 

18 
THE WOODLANDS 

Houston Symphony 
281/363-3300

19-22 
ATLANTA 

Forest Festival 
903/796-3739 

20-22 
MARSHALL 
Rodeo 

903/935-3121 

22 
THE WOODLANDS 
Symphony Pops 

Concert 
281/363-3300 

28-29 
THE WOODLANDS 
Celebration of 

American 
Composers 

281/363-3300 

29 
NACOGDOCHES 

Bull Bash 
409/560-6544 

HOUSTON 
Tropical Garden 

Tour 
281/443-8731 

ORANGE 
(began Jul 31) 

Fishing 
Tournament 
409/886-1363 

RICHMOND 
Birding at 

Brazos Bend 
State Park 

281/445-1187 

Jane Long/ 
Mirabeau B. Lamar 

Birthday Party 
281/342-6478 

1-2 
HARLINGEN 

(began Jul 23) 
Into the Weeds 
956/412-7529 

HOUSTON 
(began Jul 31) 
International 
Jazz Festival 
713/227-8706 

PORT LAVACA 
(began Jul 31) 

Life With Father 
512/552-4082 

ROSENBERG 
Fort Bend Co 

Antique & 
Collectible Fair 
512/441-2828 

SOUTH PADRE 
ISLAND 

(began Jul 29) 
Texas 

International 
Fishing 

Tournament 
956/943-TIFT 

1-8 
GALVESTON 

(began Jul 22) 
Hello, Dolly 
409/737-3440

1-9 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
(began Jul 31) 
Blithe Spirit 
512/888-7469 
or 882-5500 

HOUSTON 
(began Jun 13) 

Putt-Modernism: 
Miniature 

Golf Course 
Exhibition 

713/743-9530 

1, 5-8, 12-15 
HOUSTON 

(began Jul 31) 
Shakespeare 

Festival 
713/284-8350 

1-16 
HOUSTON 

(began Jul 16) 
Johnny B. Goode 

713/520-0055 

4-16 
HOUSTON 
Chicago 

713/622-SHOW 

4, 11, 18, 25 
GALVESTON 
Galveston 

Beach Band 
Concerts 

409/744-2174 

6-8 
GALVESTON 

Flower 
Drum Song 
409/762-8644 

6-23 
CLEAR LAKE AREA 
Anything Goes 

888/258-8859 

6-Sep 12 
HOUSTON 

Pygmalion 
281/397-9067 

7 
PORT ARANSAS 
Sunset Sounds 

Music in the Park 
512/749-4158 

7-8 
HITCHCOCK 

Good Old Days 
409/986-9224 

7-9 
PALACIOS 
Fishfest 

800/611-4567 

7, 14, 21, 28 
SOUTH PADRE 

ISLAND 
Fireworks 

Over the Bay 
956/761-6433 

8 
BRAZORIA 

VFD Carnival 
409/798-6100

8 
GOLIAD 

Market Day 
512/645-3563 

ROCKPORT 
KidsFest 

512/729-6445 

12-29 
GALVESTON 

Anything Goes 
409/737-3440 

14 
VICTORIA 

International 
Food Fair 

512/572-4300 

14-16 
CORPUS CHRISTI 

Arts & Crafts Show 
830/992-2774 

15 
BAY CITY 

Market Day 
409/245-8333 

BEAUMONT 
Charlie Pruitt's 
Country Music 

Show 
409/727-2955 

FREEPORT 
Shrimp Boil 

409/233-4434 

15-16 
HOUSTON 

Justin 
World Bull Riding 

Championship 
713/629-3700 
or 627-9470 

PORT ARTHUR 
Trade Days 
409/982-4950 

ROSENBERG 
Festival of Glass 
Antique Show 

281/342-4876 or 
713/729-4276 

19 
CORPUS CHRISTI 

Cultural Cooking 
Demonstration 
512/883-0639 

21-23 
TEXAS CITY 
Trade Days 
409/948-3111 

22-23 
PALACIOS 

Catamaran 
Championship 
800/611-4567 

28 
PORT ARANSAS 
Beach Walk 
Adventure 

512/749-4158 

28-30 
CLEAR LAKE AREA 

Ballunar 
Liftoff Festival 
281/488-7676

28-30 
KEMAH 

Blessing of 
the Fleet 

281/334-2322 

29 
CLEAR LAKE AREA 

NASA 
Johnson Space 

Center 
Open House 

281/244-5312 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
Children 

Learn to Garden 
512/852-7875 

29-30 
BEAUMONT 

Soccer Classic 
409/654-3099 

1 
BEEVILLE 

Market Day 
512/358-3267 

SAN ANTONIO 
Bornsby 

Jazz, Blues, & 
Poetry Festival 
210/207-2234 

TILDEN 
Diamond Fiesta 

512/274-3331 
or 274-3323 

1-2 
SAN ANTONIO 
(began Jul 31) 
Summerfest 

210/271-0508 

1-8 
SAN ANTONIO 
(began Jul 8) 
Chapter Two 
210/222-9694 

1-15 
SAN ANTONIO 

(began Jun 1) 
Fiesta Noche 

del Rio 
210/226-4651 

1-29 
SAN ANTONIO 

(began Jul 10) 
42nd Street 
210/734-4646 

4 
THREE RIVERS 

Brush Country 
Jamboree 

512/449-1349 
or 786-3334 

5-6, 12-13 
19-20, 26-27 
SAN ANTONIO 
Rivercenter 
Summer in 

the City 
Concert Series 
210/225-0000

6-9 
SAN ANTONIO 

Texas 
Folklife 
Festival 

210/458-2300 

7 
SAN ANTONIO 

First Friday in 
Southtown 

210/224-2448 

7, 14 
SAN ANTONIO 

Summer Jazz Fest 
210/735-9137 

8 
GOLIAD 

Market Day 
512/645-3563 or 

800/848-8674 

8-18 
SAN ANTONIO 
Grupo Animo 

Summer 
Production 

210/271-3151 

13-15 
PLEASANTON 

Cowboy 
Homecoming 
Celebration 

830/569-2163 

14-16 
SAN ANTONIO 

Accordion Bash 
210/246-9622 

15 
CHINA GROVE 

Craft Fair 
210/648-0505 

20 
SAN ANTONIO 

Botanical Gardens 
Concert 

Under the Stars 
210/207-3255 

21 
SAN ANTONIO 

Gartenkonzerte 
210/222-1521 

22 
COTULLA 

Fine Arts Show 
830/879-3755 

22-23 
SAN ANTONIO 

Kids' Fair 
210/207-3663 

1 

AUSTIN 
(began Jul 23) 
Aqua Festival 
512/472-5664 

BARTLETT 
Market Day 

254/527-3933

1 
CAMP WOOD 

(began Jul 31) 
Old Settlers 

Reunion 
830/597-6241 
or 597-4127 

INGRAM 
(began Jul 8) 

Annie, 
Get Your Gun 
830/367-5121 

MEDINA 
Texas 

International 
Apple Festival 
830/589-7224 

ROUND ROCK 
(began Jul 17) 

Daddy's Dyin'.  
Who's Got the 

Witt? 
512/244-0440 

SONORA 
Covered Wagon 
Dinner Theater 
915/387-2880 

WIMBERLEY 
Emilyann Theatre 

Opening Gala 
512/842-3806 

1-2 
FREDERICKSBURG 

Bundes Fest 
830/997-6523 

NEW BRAUNFELS 
(began Jul 31) 

Quilt Show 
830/899-4730 

1-15 
AUSTIN 

(began Jul 11) 
Zilker 

Summer 
Musical 

512/479-9491 

1 8, 15, 22, 29 
CEDAR PARK 

Hill Country Flyer 
Steam 'Train 
512/477-8468 

1-Sep 5 
AUSTIN 

Early Texas 
Furniture Exhibit 

512/339-1997 

2 
D'HANIS 

Holy Cross 
Church Festival 
830/363-7268 

KYLE 
Open House at 
Claiborne Kyle 

Log House 
512/268-2531 

OZONA 
Roping 

Competition 
915/392-3737 

3-7 
KERRVILLE 

Heart of the Hills 
Golf Tournament 

830/257-4982 

Texas Highways52



3-15 
WIMBERLEY 

Shakespeare 
Under 

the Stars 
512/847-5729 

4-5 
NEW BRAUNFELS 
Card & Comic 

Collectors Show 
830/625-2540 

4-14 
UVALDE 

Texas Nationals 
Soaring 

Competition 
830/278-4115 

5-29 
INGRAM 

The Music Man 
830/367-5121 

7 
AUSTIN 

River City Flyer 
Steam Train 
512/477-8468 

7-8 
JUNCTION 

Rodeo 
915/446-3190 

NEW BRAUNFELS 
Arts & Crafts 

Show 
800/648-9589

7-8 
OZONA 

Jr Rodeo 
915/392-3737 

8 
BURNET 

Market Day 
512/756-6074 

CANYON LAKE 
Luau 

800/923-2378 

CASTROVILLE 
Market Trail Day 

830/931-2331 

GEORGETOWN 
Grand Ole Opry 

512/869-7469 

Saddle Series 
512/259-4161 

OZONA 
Davy Crockett 

Birthday 
Festival 

915/392-3737 

SISTERDALE 
VFD 

Dance/Barbecue 
830/324-6737 

8-9 
AUSTIN 

Chisholm Trail 
Texas Longhorn 

Show 
830/693-8822

8-9, 22-23 
SATTLER 

Market Roundup 
830/964-3331 

9, 23 
NEW BRAUNFELS 
Gospel Brunch 

on the 
Guadalupe 

830/625-0684 

13-15 
BLANCO 

Blanco Co 
Fair & Rodeo 
830/868-7684 

14-15 
LAMPASAS 

Quilt Extravaganza 
512/556-5733 
or 556-8377 

14-16 
MARBLE FALLS 

Lakefest 
Drag Boat Races 

800/759-8178 

15 
DOSS 

Community 
Fair 

830/997-6523 

TAYLOR 
Barbecue 
Cookoff 

512/365-1988

15-16 
GRUENE 

Old Gruene 
Market Days 
830/629-6441 

16-Sep 5 
INGRAM 

Counterpoint 
Exhibition 

830/367-5120 

20-22 
SONORA 

Sutton Co Days 
915/387-2880 

21-23 
FREDERICKSBURG 
Gillespie Co Fair 

830/997-6523 
or 997-2359 

22 
BOER NE 

Agriculture 
Heritage Center 

Barbecue 
830/336-3602 

NEW BRAUNFELS 
Model Train Show 

830/629-2943 

Pro Bodyboarding 
Championship 
830/625-2351 

22-23 
AUSTIN 

Antique & Collectible 
City-Wide Garage Sale 

512/441-2828

23 
CASTROVILLE 
St Louis Day 
830/538-2267 

27, 29 
JOHNSON CITY 
LBJ Birthday 

Commemoration 
830/868-7128 

29 
AUSTIN 

Bamboo Festival 
512/929-9565 

Blackfest 
512/836-9544 

DOSS 
VFD Fish Fry 
830/997-6523 

29-30 
AUSTIN 

Sami Show 
Arts & Crafts 

Affaire 
512/441-7133 

STONEWALL 
Grape Stomp 

830/644-2681 or 
800/946-9463 

30 
AUSTIN 

Chronicle 
Hot Sauce Festival 

512/451-3802

1 
MONAHANS 

(began Jul 31) 
Butterfield 
Overland 

Stagecoach & 
Wagon Festival 
915/943-2187 

ODESSA 
Brand New Opree 

915/332-1586 

VAN HORN 
Old Car 
Festival 

915/283-2682 

1-2 
ODESSA 

(began Jul 31) 
Craft Show 

210/997-CPS4 

1-4 
MIDLAND 

(began Jun 12) 
The Southwest 

Explored 
915/683-2882 
or 570-7770 

1-8 
BIG BEND 

NATIONAL PARK 
(began Jul 31) 

Birding 
281/445-1187

1-2, 7-9 
EL PASO 

(began Jul 31) 
Annie 

915/542-1137 

1-29 
EL PASO 

(began Jun 4) 
Viva! 

El Paso 
915/565-6900 

1-30 
FORT DAVIS 

Tumbleweed 
Smith 

915/426-3015 

1-Sep 5 
MIDLAND 

(began Jun 26) 
Summer 
Mummers 

915/684-6122 

2 
EL PASO 
Noche 

Ranchera 
915/541-4481 

2, 9 
MIDLAND 

Museum of the 
Southwest 

Lawn 
Concerts 

915/683-2882

EXPLORE TEXAS HIGHWAYS ONLINE

Hit the highway online by exploring 
Texas Highways' Web site. With a 
simple click of your mouse, travel to: 

THIS MONTH IN TEXAS HIGH WAYS
a peek at current features.  

THIS MONTH'S ROAD TRIPS-travel tips 
from the current issue.  

Exclusive Texas Highways departments 
like Speaking of Texas, For the Road, an 
expanded Fun Forecast, and TexCetera
for information on events, the arts, music, 
people, and history of the Lone Star State.  

There's no bag to pack, no toll fee 

to pay, just point your browser to 

http://www.texashighways.com 
and discover the best of Texas-online! 
Portions copyright Netscape Communications Corp., 1997.

Back . Home Reload Images Open Print Find 

Location: http://wwwtexashighwaysicorn 
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6, 20 
FORT STOCKTON 

Live Music at 
Annie Riggs 

Museum 
915/336-2167 

7, 14, 21, 28 
ODESSA 

Presidential 
Museum 

Back Porch Swing 
Concert Series 
915/332-7123 

8-9 
DEL RIO 
Fishing 

Tournament 
830/775-3551 

9 
EL PASO 
Sonabo 

915/541-4481 

13 
EL PASO 
India 

Independence Day 
Celebration 
915/833-0582 

15 
EL PASO 

Fiesta de 
las Flores 

915/542-3464 

FORT STOCKTON 
Harvest Fest 
915/336-2541

16 
EL PASO 
Grupo 
Exito 

915/541-4481 

19-23 
ODESSA 

Golf 
Tournament 

915/333-7871 

21-Sep 6 
EL PASO 
Long 
Day's 

Journey 
Into 
Night 

915/532-3799 

22-23 
FORT STOCKTON 

Golf 
Tournament 
915/336-4600 

23 
EL PASO 
Azucar 
Salsa 

Concert 
915/541-4481 

30 
EL PASO 

Symphony 
Orchestra 

915/541-4481
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Welcome to 
the Dollhouse When July's long days 

drive the mercury 
skyward, relief comes 

in various forms: swimming 
holes, breezy porches, and 
indoor (air-conditioned) recre
ation, to name a few. At Dallas' 
American Museum of the 
Miniature Arts, you can even 
tour edifices ranging from a 
New York townhouse to an 
adobe hacienda. Call it arm
chair travel for those who are 
willing to leave the armchair 
but don't want to break a sweat.  
What luxury! 

Formerly known as the Doll
house Museum of the South
west, the museum opened in 
1988 with just a few houses, 
including a 1930s Dutch farm
house designed by Mary Austin 
Beretta, a relative of Stephen F.  
Austin. Today, the museum 
fills 10 rooms, which showcase 
small-scale houses, dolls, and 
antique toys. Visit a captain's 
coastal Victorian home, a 
16th-Century French armorer's 
shop, Benedict Arnold's Phila
delphia mansion, an English 
bakery, and an early-1900s fire
house, as well as dozens of gar
den displays, Texas family homes, 
shops, and vignettes depicting 
scenes from all walks of life.  

Dollhouses don't do it for 
you? The realistic details may 
change your mind. Tiny leather 
lunch bags contain sandwiches 
and chocolate bars. The scis
sors actually cut, the clocks can 
be wound, and the musical in
struments make music. A turn
of-the-century Connecticut 
home even features a mouse
trap and a pet lizard. The mu
seum also has a large collection 
of antique dolls and a gift shop.  

The museum opens Tue-Sat 
10-4:30 and Sun 1-4. Admission: 
$4, $2 age 12 and younger and 
65 and older. The first floor 
is wheelchair accessible. (On 
Sep. 14, the exhibits will move 
to the Hall of State at Fair Park, 
where they'll remain for the 
rest of 1998.) Write to 2208 
Routh St., Dallas 75201, or call 
214/969-5502.

I

Georgia O'Keeffe's Untitled (Bear Lake), painted in 1931, sets the 
stage for the Austin Museum of Art's exhibition O'Keeffe's New Mex
ico, which you can see through August 16.

Influencing Tradition 
Leaving the Austin Mu

seum of Art's latest show, 
O'Keeffe's New Mexico: 

Native American, Hispanic, 
and European Traditions, 1880
1996, folks stepping out onto 
Congress Avenue were all smiles.  
The scene seemed appropriate, 
somehow. The avenue's 1880s 
structures stood beside mod
ern office buildings; the smell 
of Chinese food mingled with 
that of diesel fuel. A four-door 
sedan passed a horse-drawn 
carriage. And in the galleries of 
Austin's newest large-scale art 
space, some 111 works-span
ning more than a century-also 
illustrated a =uxtaposition of 
cultures and ideas, a marriage 
that has formed the identity of 
New Mexico.  

Six O'Keeffe paintings under
score the shcw's spirit: the cy
clical (and reciprocal) nature of 
inspiration and influence. For 
example, works such as an 1889 
photograph of the Pueblo of 
Santa Clara helped create the 
image of New Mexico that lured 
Georgia O'Keeffe (and other 
visionaries) to visit and work 
there in the Twenties. Then, 
O'Keeffe's paintings helped 
cement New Mexico's reputa
tion as an ar- center and tourist 
destination. Later artists re
acted against the commerciali
zation of the state's Indian and 
Mexican cultures, then Mexi
can and Indian artists com
mented on those images with 
their own works.  

Dozens of influential artists,

including Willard Metcalf, 
George Bellows, John Sloan, 
Luis Jimenez, Marsden Hartley, 
Eliot Porter, and Richard Die
benkorn, enjoy the spotlight.  
The show ends August 16.  

The Austin Museum of Art, 
at 823 Congress Ave., opens 
Tue-Sat 11-7 (Thu until 9) and 
Sun 1-5. Admission: $3, $2 age 
65 and older, free age 11 and 
younger. On Thu., admission is 
$1. Write to Box 5568, Austin 
78701, or call 512/495-9224.  

Stamford's 
Cowboy Reunion For 68 years now, the 

North Texas town of 
Stamford has celebrated 

its cowboy heritage over the 
Fourth of July weekend with 
the Texas Cowboy Reunion, 
now a four-day event (July 1-4

this year) that centers around 
one of the nation's largest ama
teur rodeos.  

Conceived during the Great 
Depression as a way to honor 
the men and women who re
membered the days of the open 
range, the reunion still tips a 
Stetson to the ways of yore.  
Contestants both young and 
old (many of whom make their 
living in the saddle) vie for 
prizes in such rodeo sports as 
bronc-riding, roping, barrel
racing, and calf-roping.  

But the reunion is just that
a reunion. Participants relish 
the opportunity to catch up with 
friends, sleep under the stars, 
play fiddles and guitars by the 
campfire, enjoy pit-smoked 
barbecue and a bit of cowboy 
poetry, toss a few horseshoes, 
and show off their two-stepping 
at the reunion's nightly dances.  
A parade, fiddle contest, spur 
and bit show, Western art 
exhibit, and chuck-wagon 
cookoff also draw folks back 
year after year.  

For more information, write 
to the Stamford Chamber of 
Commerce, Box 1206, Stamford 
79553, or call 915/773-2411 or 
773-3614.  

By the Way...  
P eppers are hot! For cen

turies, people have gar
dened with peppers, cooked 
with peppers-even decorated 
and accessorized with peppers.

1/

~mi~i

In this photo taken around 1934, Texas Rangers Tom R. Hickman, 
Jim Jones, and W.W. Sterling enjoy the Stamford Cowboy Reunion's 
chuck-wagon cookoff. This year's reunion takes place July 1-4.
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But they're confusing little 
fruits. These (often incendiary) 
capsicums come in hundreds of 
varieties and boast nicknames 
galore. Enter capsicum queen 
Jean Andrews, who aims to 
set us straight with her latest 
book, The Pepper Lady's 
Pocket Pepper Primer. Color 
photos of some 42 varieties 
(complete with descriptions, 
sources, uses, and history) 
would make Peter Piper-to 
whom this book is dedicated
proud. Look for it in bookstores 
($17.95), or you can call UT 
Press at 512/471-4032 or

Jean Andrews' new paean to pep
pers describes some 42 varieties.  
COURTESY UT PRESS 

iest miniature golf courses 
you'll likely encounter.  
Eighteen artists, in
cluding architect.  
Frank Gehry and 
painter John Diebboll, 
designed sculptural 
installations as mini-golf 
course holes that com
ment on themes ranging from 
the Gulf War to the life of Elvis 
Presley. Best of all, you can 
actually play the course.... call

800/252-3206. 713/743-9521.  

l illie Nelson once 
commented, "I 

could compare Ernest 
Tubb to Frank Sinatra, 

{ q in that they both had distinc
tive styles that you wouldn't 
confuse with anybody else." 
Want to know what Bob 

Wills said about being "hep"?

Dozens of antiquities from the 
Balkan Peninsula culture of 
Thrace appear at the Kimbell 
through July 19.  
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE AND MUSEUM, SOFIA 

F or some 18 years, The Reef, 
a 20-acre, spring-fed lake 

just minutes from the Astro
dome in Houston, has offered 
scuba diving, swimming, fish
ing, kayaking, and canoeing 
to visitors. Landlubbers can 
lounge beneath shade trees, 
picnic at tables or on the shore
line, and enjoy the abundant 
wildlife-resident geese, fish, 
turtles, and ducks, plus migra
tory spoonbills and herons
that share the urban oasis.  
Don't have a canoe or kayak? 
The park now rents 'em. Ad
mission: $7, $5.50 ages 13-17, 
$3 ages 6-12, free age 5 and 
younger... call 713/991-3483.  
Web site: www.atthereef.com.  

L eave it to Houston's Blaffer 
Gallery to have a sense 

of humor about golf and post
modernism, topics that often 
receive high-brow treatments 
in their respective bailiwicks.  
Through August 9, the Blaffer 
presents Putt-Modernism: 18 
Hole Miniature Golf Course 
& Exhibition, one of the wack-

making love to 25,000 different 
people? What English punk 
rocker Sid Vicious said about 
cowboys? If you're intrigued, 
pick up a copy of Alan Burton's 
"Rave On"-Classic Texas 
Music Quotes, a compendium 
of some 400 music-themed 
quips, jokes, and remarks by 
musicians. Buy "Rave On" at 
your bookstore ($12.95), or 
order from Texas Tech Univer
sity Press.... call 800/832-4042.  
Through January 3, 1999, 

the Dallas Museum of 
Natural History presents one 
of the largest collections of di
nosaur reproductions and pre
historic fossils ever exhibited in 
the state. Dino World features 
11 life-size skeleton casts, alam
osaurus bones found in Big 
Bend National Park, real dino
saur eggs, a simulated dig site, 
computer learning stations, 
and the unveiling of a new, un
named-at-press-time creature 
found in Comanche County.  
... call 214/421-DING, xt. 200.  
F rom the Panhandle to the 

Rio Grande Valley, the Tex
as skies will light up in flurries 
of firecrackers for the Fourth.  
There are too many fetes to list 
here, but we can point you in

the right direction-or to the 
right Web site, at least. Visit 
the Texas Highways Web site, 

at www. texashighways.  
com, then click on "Fun 

Forecast" to review a 
list of events in your 
region. And if you're 
not wired, we can 
send you a free quar
terly Texas Events 

Calendar by mail....  
call 800/452-9292.  The Kimbell Art Muse
um in Fort Worth of

fers an ideal respite from July's 
rays. This summer, the muse
um presents two major shows, 
Ancient Gold: the Wealth of 
the Thracians, Treasures 
From the Republic of Bul
garia (through July 19) and 
King of the World: A Mughal 
Manuscript from the Royal 
Library, Windsor Castle 
(through Aug. 23). The former 
includes more than 200 gold 
and silver objects, dating from 
4000 B.C. to A.D. 400, recently 
excavated from royal tombs in 
Thrace, an ancient culture of 
the Balkan Peninsula. Homer 
described the Thracians in the 
Iliad as formidable enemies of 
the Greeks in the Tro
jan War. King of the 
World features 46 
paintings from the 
Padshahnama, the 
imperial 17th-Century 
manuscript that re
cords the first decade 
of Mughal-dynasty 
emperor Shah-Jahan, 
who built the Taj 
Mahal in India. For 
information on both 
exhibits, call 817/ 
332-8451.  
T hrough September 

5 at the Republic 
of Texas Museum in f 
Austin, Artisans: The 
Art and Culture of 
Early Texas Hand
made Furniture pre
sents some 15 hand
crafted pieces of fur
niture (1830-1870) belonging 
to the Daughters of the Repub
lic of Texas. How did pioneer 
craftsmen fashion a chair with
out power tools? What effect did

Visit our Web site at 
http://www.texashighways.com 

the advent of factories have 
upon their livelihoods? Informa
tion on the furniture-makers 
themselves, their construction 
methods, and examples of their 
tools provide further insight.  
If you haven't yet visited this 
small, yet impressive museum, 
let this show be your introduc
tion.... call 512/339-1997.  

n July 18, the city of Bell
ville, a German- and Czech

founded town on the Blackland 
Prairie just south of Brenham, 
celebrates its 150th birthday.  
Sesquicentennial events in
clude a parade; tours of the city's 
Victorian homes, Turnverein 
Hall, and downtown square; a 
baseball tournament; historical 
reenactments; performances 
by the Shiner Hobo band; an 
antique car display; the dedica
tion and burial of a time capsule; 
a barbecue; a fireworks show; 
and an evening dance featuring 
Johnny Dee and the Rocket 
88's.... call 409/865-9116.

This circa 1640 painting from 
the Padshahnama, on exhibit 
at the Kimbell Art Museum 
through August 23, depicts the 
wedding procession of Prince 
Dara-Shikoh of India.
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T E XC E T E R A brings you readers' tips and timely travel tidbits.  
Because we're unable to check out every item in "Readers Recom
mend," and because details can change, we encourage you to call ahead 
for more information. When we mention new places, products, or publi
cations, we try to include only those with promise; keep in mind, how
ever, that problems can occur with start-up businesses.  

If you run across a noteworthy Lone Star attraction, restaurant, event, 
or product, we'd love to hear about it. Write to Readers Recommend, 
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: editors@texas 
highways.com. Remember that space constraints prevent us from run
ning every suggestion we receive. We reserve the right to edit items.

READERS RECOMMEND...  

I fs, Ands & Butts, a quaint cigar 
and soda shop in Dallas, claims 

to have the largest selection of 
bottled sodas (over 125) in the 
United States. Hamilton Rous
seau, who started the shop in 
1996 with a meager pension, is 
quite a character. The store is 
in the historic Oak Cliff area in 
the Bishop Arts District.  

John Lever, via email 
Ifs, Ands & Butts is at 408 North 
Bishop Avenue, Suite 101, in 
Dallas; 214/941-1222. Web site: 
www.ifsandsbutts.com. In addi
tion to hard-to-find and nostalgic 
sodas, the shop sells epicurean 
cigars, cigarettes, and snacks 
from around the world.  

C ole House on the Highway, a 
bed and breakfast between 

Rule and Haskell (in Haskell Coun
ty), is really something to see
Mother Nature's little animals 
all about, and cotton and peanut

fields around. Come this way 
and see what I'm talking about.  

Faye Simpson, Rule 
Cole House on the Highway is 
just off US 380, one-and-a-half 
miles northeast of Rule. Reser
vations required; 940/997-2370.  

U valde has a new coffee
house I thought your read

ers would love to hear about.  
Cobbers (Australian slang for 
"friends") opens only on Tues
day and Thursday for break
fast and lunch and Wednesday 
for lunch; you can also book 
it for private parties or home 
catering. Proprietors Kay 
Brieden and Jan Elliott have 
created a warm, living-room 
setting with relaxing music 
and a garden-enclosed veran
da. The food is fabulous.  
Lunch features the "Cobbletta," 
a warm ham, turkey, and 
cheese sandwich with an olive 
dressing; homemade soups

Joyce Turner welcomes the road-weary to her B&B between Rule and Haskell.

and salads; and quiches and 
desserts to die for. Breakfast 
features homemade cinnamon 
rolls, breads, muffins, and spe
cial entrees. I heartily recom
mend Cobbers for the wonder
ful menu and friendly atmos
phere, as well as the gourmet 
coffee, collectibles, gifts, and 
greeting cards.  

Barbara Woodman, Uvalde 
Cobbers is at 315 East Main 
in Uvalde; 830/591-2338.  

MOVING TRIBUTES M mineral Wells' Fort Wolters 
Chapter of the Vietnam 

Helicopter Pilots Association 
is bringing the Moving Wall
a touring replica of the Viet
nam Memorial in Washington, 
D.C.-to town from June 28 
through July 5, with special 
opening and closing cere
monies. On July 3, more than 
2,000 helicopter pilots and 
their families (attending a con
vention in nearby Fort Worth) 
will visit the wall, and Inde
pendence Day activities will 
take place on the Fourth. The 
local chapter plans to construct 
the National Museum of the 
Vietnam War at Fort Wolters 
within the next few years.  
Write to Box 1408, Mineral 
Wells 76068; 940/325-2557 or 
800/252-MWTX.  

n New London, a recently 
opened museum on Texas 42 

honors victims of the horrific 
gas explosion that occurred in 
this Rusk County town on March 
18, 1937. The blast demolished 
the junior-senior high section 
of the local school and killed 
some 300 students and teachers 
(see Speaking of Texas, March 
1997). Displays tell the history 
of the town, and feature books, 
photos, clothing, and other 
items salvaged from the explo
sion. A replicated schoolroom 
and hospital room further 
chronicle what's been called the 
worst school disaster in U.S.  
history. Write to Box 477, New 
London 75682; 903/895-4602.

FLIPPERS AND FUR 

F or a whale of a time, slip on 
a wet suit and join the new 

Beluga Interaction Program (BIP) 
at SeaWorld San Antonio. For 
$115, which includes same-day 
admission to the park (season 
pass holders pay $95), each 
participant spends two hours 
learning about the belugas' 
natural history and physiology 
and interacting with the whales 
in waist-high water. Write to 
10500 Sea World Drive, San 
Antonio 78251-3002; 210/523
3900 or 800/4ADVENTURE.  
Web site: www.seaworld.com.  C ongrats to the Natural Bridge 

Wildlife Ranch near New 
Braunfels, which announced 
the birth of a male reticulated 
giraffe this spring. The addi
tion of Augustus "Gus" Con
rad puts the ranch in a tie 
with the Fort Worth Zoo for 
Texas' second-largest herd 
of giraffes (Fossil Rim near 
Glen Rose has the largest).  
Write to 26515 Natural Bridge 
Caverns Road, San Antonio 
78266; 830/438-7400. Web site: 
www.nbwildliferanchtx.com.  

oalas are coming to the KFort Worth Zoo. On July 3, 
the new Koala Outback exhibit 
makes its debut, featuring the 
cute marsupials along with red 
kangaroos and yellow-footed 
rock wallabies. This is the only 
zoo in Texas with koalas. Write 
to 1989 Colonial Parkway, Fort 
Worth 76110; 817/871-7000. Web 
site:www.fortworthzoo.com.  

Next month, the music 
raves on with our trib

ute to Lubbock native 
Buddy Holly. We'll also 
spotlight the works of 
photographer Keith 
Carter and view Mother 
Nature's creations from 
some of the state's sce
nic overlooks. And, if you 
dig dugout houses, have 
we got a story for you....

Texas Highways
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W I N D O W O N TE X

On July 4, communities all across Texas will light the night skies in commemoration of Independence Day.  
Houstonians celebrated last year with fireworks over downtown.

July 1998

AS

57



A

PAINTS 
A14D 

VARNISHES\

SABINE NATIONAL FOREST 
DISTRICT RANGER HEADOUARTER

I

F

- 1b t~I~ E~Ej ULI

~Vj/

I

C _ ..J mo " il

I

M

i

l/

A i

r 

k I 

.
.  

i

1


