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This month commemorates an 
extraordinary series of events in 1836 
that culminated in the birth of the 
Republic of Texas. Just days before 
the Alamo fell on March 6, 59 men be
gan gathering in the hamlet of Wash
ington to draft and sign the Texas 
Declaration of Independence. Writer 
Candace Leslie of Bryan and staff 
photographer J. Griffis Smith visited 
the recently improved Washington
on-the-Brazos State Historical 
Park for this issue's story on the 
birthplace of Texas independence.  

Our stories on historic La Bahia 
and Nacogdoches continue the 
themes of Texas independence-and 
describe other favorite springtime 
travel destinations. We would like to 
thank historian and former Karnes 
County Judge Robert Thonhoff; 
Luis Cazarez-Rueda, manager of 
Mission Espiritu Santo and a ranger 
at Goliad State Historical Park; 
and Presidio La Bahia director 
Newton Warzecha for their exten
sive help in fact-checking the La Bahia 
story. Dr. Francis Edward Aber
nethy of Stephen F Austin State Uni
versity proved most knowledgeable 
in reviewing the Nacogdoches story.  

The birth of spring also took writer 
Hanne Klein and photographer 
Carolyn Brown to the annual Dallas 
Blooms event at the Dallas Arbore
tum and Botanical Garden. As 
their words and images attest, Dallas 
Blooms bursts with all the colors 
and scents of spring. Similarly, writers 
Howard Peacock and Diane Morey 
Sitton teamed with photographer 
Laurence Parent for a vernal explo
ration of the Nature Conservancy's 
Sandyland Sanctuary, a semi
parched pocket in the moist Big 
Thicket, which embraces at least 
10 ecosystems....  

Our cover photo, portfolio, and Win
dow on Texas this month feature the

r

In late afternoon, Michael Frye begins preparing 
his lights and camera for after-dark action at the 
11th Street entrance to the State Capitol.  

images of Michael Frye, who lives in 
Yosemite National Park in California.  
Last fall, photography editor Mike 
Murphy asked Michael to pay us a 
visit to light-paint and photograph 
some of Texas' memorable icons.  

"The assignment was lots of fun, 
even though I didn't get much sleep," 
says Michael. "My style of photogra
phy allows me to have great creative 
freedom, but one of the things I like 
most about it is that it puts me in 
popular places at unusual times. I'll 
never forget hiking through Palo 
Duro Canyon by moonlight after pho
tographing the Lighthouse [on the 
front cover], or watching barn owls 
flying out of the Saturn V rocket en
gines on display at NASA 

"Photographing the Alamo before 
dawn, with the street empty, and 
the only sounds coming from birds, 
reminded me that before the bloody 
encounter that made it famous, the 
Alamo must have seen many quiet, 
peaceful sunrises. In two short weeks, 
I saw and photographed much, but 
I really only touched the surface of 
Texas' photographic potential. I hope 
I get to come back soon." 

So do we.
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ABOUT OUR COVERS 
FRONT-Michael Frye used color gels 
together with electronic flashes and 
a time exposure (which caused the 
star trails) to capture this surreal 
image of the Lighthouse, a familiar 
formation in Palo Duro Canyon. For 
more striking photos of Texas icons, 
turn to page 26. Photo Michael Frye 

BACK-Faithfully reproduced from 
materials found on-site, the chapel 
door at Presidio La Bahia represents 
18th-Century Spanish craftsmanship.  
For more on Goliad's historic fortress, 
see page 10. Photo Grady Allen

10 
PRESIDIO LA BAHIA by Cindi Myers 

A centuries-old fort near Goliad has seen violence give way to serenity. Though best known for its 
role in the Texas Revolution, beautifully restored Presidio La Bahia also saw duty in earlier conflicts 

15 
MISSION ESPIRITU SANTO by Cindi Myers 

One of three missions once protected by Presidio La Bahia, Mission Espiritu Santo lies just 
north of the fortress, in Goliad State Historical Park. Both the mission and the fort celebrate 

their 250th anniversary this year 

18 
WASHINGTON-ON-THE-BRAZOS by Candace Leslie 

The birthplace of Texas independence-Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historical Park
received a $6 million facelift last year. Now visitors can explore a state-of-the-art 

interpretive center and even walk the streets of old Washington 

26 
LET THERE BE LIGHT: MICHAEL FRYE'S ILLUMINATED IMAGES by MichaelA. Murphy 

Light-painting his way across the Lone Star State, a photographer portrays tried-and-true 
Texas symbols from a new perspective 

34 
SANDYLAND SANCTUARY by Howard Peacock and Diane Morey Sitton 

Like a desert in an oasis, the Roy E. Larsen Sandyland Sanctuary lies in the heart of the 
Big Thicket. Though the preserve harbors cacti and yuccas, it also features a variety of Big 

Thicket ecosystems, with all the attendant flora and fauna 

42 
NACOGDOCHES by Maxine Mayes 

History buffs and nature lovers take equal delight in exploring the joys of Nacogdoches, one of the 
oldest and most scenic towns in Texas. If you visit this month, you can catch the dogwoods in bloom

D E P A R T M E N T S

2 LETTERS 

3 SPEAKING OF TEXAS 

50 FUN FORECAST 

54 FOR THE ROAD 

56 TEXCETERA 

57 WINDOW ON TEXAS 

Photographer Michael Frye light-painted Rio 
Bravo, a senior Texas Longhorn at the Don 
Strange Ranch, west of San Antonio, during a 
whirlwind tour of Texas last fall (see story, page 26).



Brass and Gas 

T hanks to Gene Fowler for 
the memorable "Big Band 

Swing" documentation [January 
issue]. His story about this 
great musical era caused me 
to reminisce about one New 
Year's when I played with the 
Jimmy Joy Big Band in Fort 
Worth. During that special 
evening, Bob Crosby (leader of 
the Bobcats) sat in with us as 
guest artist. Jimmy Joy's popu
larity as a fine musician and 
bandleader lasted into the '50s 
-on many occasions, he per
formed by playing two clarinets 
at once. May the Big Band 
sounds continue to swing! 

NOAH LEE, MUSICAL DIRECTOR 

SPACE CITY COMMUNITY BAND 

Houston, via email 

T hough they were mentioned 
only in the "When... Where 

... How" section, I must say 
"Hats off to the Tyler Big Band!" 
They are right up there with 
the Glenn Miller Orchestra.  
PATsyE LIVELY 

Palestine 

Your January story covering 
old service stations brought 

back pleasant memories of one 
of the most famous stations in 
north central Texas. It, like so 
many others, is no longer in 
existence. In the late 1930s and 
early '40s, the main highways 
south from Fort Worth and 
from Dallas merged at Hills
boro [as they do now]-an ideal 
place for a major service sta
tion. Fred Grimes opened his 
24-hour Grimes Garage on this 
thoroughfare. He demanded 
excellence in its operation.  

On all roads leading into 
Hillsboro, brightly colored 
signs were placed about every 
5 miles that stated "Grimes 
Garage 20 miles" or "Grimes 
Garage 15 miles" or whatever 
the remaining mileage. Grimes 
Garage's finest moment oc
curred during WWII, just after 
Allied foot soldiers invaded 
Italy. Mr. Grimes received a 
photograph taken in southern 
Italy by an ex-employee-turned
soldier. The picture was of a 
brightly colored sign pointed
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R eader M. Dennis Kellogg lost three ancestors in the Battle of the 
Alamo, including his great-great-uncle John E. Gaston, whose name 

appeared in January's photo of the Alamo Cenotaph.

westward. It read "Grimes Ga
rage 7,428 miles." 

JACK DARDEN 
Midland 

The Rest of Fiesta 
n the January article on the 
end of the 19th Century, the 

caption on page 17 contains the 
phrase "Until about 1950, Fiesta 
San Antonio, now 10 days long, 
consisted of the Battle of Flow
ers Parade." Wrong! 

I am a 75-year-old native of 
San Antonio and can remember 
a week-long Fiesta nearly all 
my life. In the mid-1930s, I took 
part in one of the standard 
events-the Pilgrimage to the 
Alamo; in the late 1930s, I did 
the big marching band competi
tion; there was the Coronation 
of the Queen at the Auditorium; 
and, in the 1930s at least, a 
Trades Day Parade, where one 
could catch goodies thrown 
from the floats. I [participated 
in] the 8 1/2-mile-long Battle of 
Flowers Parade twice, in 1939 
and 1940. The 1950s did, indeed, 
bring the River Parade, Fiesta 
Flambeau Parade, and lots more.  

ERWIN K. KRAUSE 

Houston 

Name Game 
D egarding the photo of Gene 

Autry in December's "Look-

ing Back at '98" (page 45): Did 
you know that Tioga, Texas, 
came close to being named for 
Gene Autry? According to my 
old friend Sam Wilson, Gene 
was born in a blackjack-and
post-oak log cabin, and the local 
doctor charged $25 for the at
home delivery. This fee was 
never paid by Gene's father, so 
when Gene went to Hollywood 
and became famous, the old doc
tor sent him the bill, which was 
ignored. When the vote came to 
change the town's name, the 
doctor made a $2,000 bet there 
would be no name change. It 
turned out that more of the vot
ers were obligated to the doctor.  

GENE HOLDER 

McGregor 

Facts and Figures 
thoroughly enjoyed the Jan

.. uary story "Coppini's Pas
sion." However, I must point 
out a couple of minor errors.  
On page 46, you mention "Gen
eral Frank R. Lubbock, a life
long friend of Jefferson Davis." 
The highest rank Governor 
Lubbock attained was Colonel 
of cavalry, when he served as 
aide-de-camp to President 
Davis. Furthermore, Gov. Lub
bock was not a lifelong friend of 
Davis, as their initial meeting 
was in early October of 1861.

If you would like to write to Texas Highways, the editors would en
joy hearing from you. Though we are unable to print every letter, we 
just might select yours to appear in the magazine-whether you send 
us kudos or criticism. We reserve the right to edit letters. Write to 
Letters Editor, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009, 
or fax 512/486-5879. Email: editors@texashighways.com.

Indeed, Gov. Lubbock revered 
Davis, and Davis must have 
admired Lubbock. Otherwise, 
he would not have appointed 
Lubbock to his personal staff 
in 1863. The two friends were 
together until the end of [the 
Civil War], both being captured 
at Irwinville, Georgia. Also, 
Lubbock was a pallbearer at 
Davis' funeral.  
LEWIS A. JONES, PRESIDENT 

TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 

Austin, via email 

A s I was thumbing through 
the January issue, I came 

upon the Coppini article. Much 
to my delight, the photograph 
on page 44 is of the famous 
Alamo Cenotaph. Prominently, 
in the middle of the page, is 
the name of my great-great
uncle John E. Gaston. John 
Gaston was the brother-in-law 
of another Alamo combatant, 
John Benjamin Kellogg, who 
was my great-great-grand
father. The third relative 
of mine who perished in the 
Battle of the Alamo was Thom
as R. Miller, ex-husband of 
John Benjamin's wife, Sidney 
Gaston Kellogg.  

To make the story even more 
outrageous, all three men were 
members of the Immortal "32," 
the only reinforcements that 
came to their countrymen's aid 
in the struggle to keep posses
sion of the Alamo.  

I have a three-year-old son, 
John Benjamin Kellogg III, who 
is named for his great-great
great-grandfather.  

M. DENNIS KELLOGG 
Pattison, via email 

Lucky Charm 
H appy anniversary to me.  

Looking at my bookshelf, 
what do I see but 10 binders of 
Texas Highways magazines. I 
hope this little leprechaun can 
enjoy 10 more.  

THOMAS J. FLANAGAN 

Crystal Lake, Illinois 

Editors Note: Congratulations, 
Mr Flanagan. Without loyal 
readers like you, we wouldn't 
be celebrating Texas Highways' 
own anniversary, our 25th, 
this year

Texas Highways



n 1906, Karle Wilson, a 28
year-old schoolteacher 
and aspiring writer 

from Little Rock, Arkan
sas, moved to Nacogdo
ches, where she married 
banker Thomas Ellis 
Baker in 1907 and set
tled down to write and 
raise a family.  

Karle's literary aspira
tions did not go unreward
ed. In 1919, Yale University 
published Blue Smoke, a vol
ume of her poetry, followed by 
Burning Bush in 1922. In 1931, Dream
ers On Horseback, a collection that 
included those two early works, earned 
a Pulitzer Prize nomination. Karle also 
wrote two best-selling novels: Family 
Style, about the East Texas oil boom, and 
Star of the Wilderness, set in Nacog
doches, which became a Book-of-the
Month Club selection.  

Karle never finished college, but her 
writing credentials earned her a teach
ing position at Stephen E Austin State 
Teachers College. In 1924, Southern 
Methodist University awarded her an 
honorary Doctorate of Letters.  

Sarah Jackson, an adjunct professor 
of English at what is now Stephen E 
Austin State University, is writing 
Karle's biography. She cites the follow
ing story to illustrate that the "e" add
ed to Karle's given name when she was 
a child did not achieve its purpose of pre
venting people from assuming she was 
male: In 1927, with her husband's en
couragement, Karle spent a year of study 
at Berkeley, where her son and daugh
ter were enrolled. In a creative writing 
class, the male professor read one of 
Karle Wilson Baker's poems aloud.  
Unaware that the author was a woman 
and in his classroom, he stated the poem 
could only have been written by a man.  
During his interpretation, Karle, a shy 
woman, raised her hand and revealed, "I 
am Karle Wilson Baker... and this is what 
the poem intended...." 

In 1952, Karle Wilson Baker became 
the first woman to be named a Fellow 
of the Texas Institute of Letters, an or-

L literary friends, who met around she wrote 1900: Kare Wilson Baker (1878- daughters 
1960), left, whose poetry was nom
inated for a Pulitzer Prize, and where for 
Dorothy Scarborough (1878-1935), After Th 
below, whose controversial novel, film starr The Wind, was made into a silent tosi 
film starring Lillian Gish. thorship 
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY, returned 
EASTTEXAS RESEARCH CENTER 

ganization founded 
in 1936 to honor Tex

ans who make out- .  
standing contributions 

to literature.  
-Maxine Mayes, Poteet 

ew Texas books have 
generated such con
troversy as Dorothy I 

Scarborough's 1925 novel, 
The Wind. Set amid the
sandstorms around Sweetwater during 
the drought of 1886-87, the book 
described the West Texas winds as "the 
enemies of women," a "resistless force" 
that "wailed to [Letty, the main charac
ter] across waste places in the night, call
ing to her like a demon lover." R.C.  
Crane, a Sweetwater lawyer and presi
dent of the West Texas Historical Asso
ciation, spoke for many West Texans 
when he blasted the novel's author (the 
first edition was published anony
mously) for what he saw as inaccuracies 
in local color, geography, and cowboy 
talk. The book, Crane declared, even 
slandered the prairie dog. (Other, enthu
siastic critics called the book a master
piece and likened Scarborough's 
treatment of nature to that of Thomas 
Hardy and Joseph Conrad.) 

Far from being a Yankee outsider, 
Dorothy Scarborough was born in 
Mount Carmel, near Tyler, in 1878. The 
family moved to Sweetwater in 1882, 
then settled in Waco five years later.  
"Miss Dottie" received an M.A. in Eng
lish from Baylor in 1897 and later joined 
the faculty of Columbia, where she 
earned a doctorate. Though she lived 
the last two decades of her life in the 
northeast, she vowed, "I'il match my loy
alty against that of anybody in the State." 
As for Texas as a subject for literature,

that "her native sons and 
would be foolish to look else
literary inspiration." 
e Wind was made into a silent 
ing Lillian Gish and its au
made known, Scarborough
to 

0 
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0 
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Sweetwater for a visit.  
Winning her audience 
with humor and charm, 
she quoted a letter her 
mother had written after 
the family's move to 
Waco. Complaining of 
Central Texas' heat and 
dryness one summer, 
Mrs. Scarborough had 
exclaimed, "Oh, how I 
long for a Sweetwater 
breeze!" 

-Gene Fowler, Austin

n November 1835, Courtland, Ala
bama (pop. 300), responded to the 
call for volunteers to help Texas gain 

independence from Mexico. Dubbed 
the Alabama Red Rovers for their bright 
red uniforms, some 70 men from the 
town marched off to Texas-and in
to disaster.  

The company joined Colonel James 
Fannin's troops in the Battle of Coleto.  
After Fannin's surrender to Mexican 
General Jose Urrea, the soldiers were 
imprisoned in Presidio La Bahia (see 
story, page 10), near Goliad. The Red 
Rovers' organizer, former Alabama state 
senator Dr. Jack Shackelford, was 
pressed into service caring for the 
injured on both sides of the conflict.  

On Palm Sunday, March 27, 1836, 
most of the group, including Shack
elford's son Fortunatus, were massa
cred on the plains near Goliad. The 
casualties represented one third of 
Courtland's male population. Dr. Shack
elford, spared because of his medical 
service, returned to Alabama, but main
tained close ties to Texas. Shackelford 
County is named for him.  

A display at the Presidio La Bahia 
museum honors the Alabama Red 
Rovers and their sacrifice for Texas' 
freedom.  

-Cindi Myers, Wimberley
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A R BO R E T U M
olks around Dallas need no vernal equinox to cal

culate spring's official start. For them, the open
ing of Dallas Blooms, the spring festival held 
annually at The Dallas Arboretum and Botanical 
Garden, marks the moment. From early March 

to mid-April (March 6-April 11, 1999), more 
than 130,000 visitors flock to the Arboretum 
to drink in the color blast from 6 million-plus 
blooms, timed to burst forth in sequence during 
the festival's six-week duration. To see it all, 
devotees like Dallasite Lisa Kleinman make 

several visits. "As I come and go, I see different flowers come 
and go," she says. "It's the colors, the abundance, the way things 
mix together that keep pulling me back." 

That pull comes from areas like the Arboretum's Jonsson 

Color Garden, where 70,000 narcissus, tulip, hyacinth, and iris 
bulbs dazzle strollers with a palette of throaty deep reds, perk
you-up yellows, and subtly smooth lilacs. Nearby, a seemingly

endless swath of 20,000 azalea plants, awash with seductive 
scarlet, pink, and white blooms, hides any hint of green leaves or 
brown earth. Over it all, delicate scents from the blossoms of 
cherry, peach, and plum trees waft along the breezes.  

On weekends during Dallas Blooms, live music adds anoth
er dimension to the gardens. The entertainment, along with 

craft projects fo- kids, special displays (like the 14-foot-high 
topiary peacocks, one of which has a 70-foot-long colorful 
flower bed for a tail), gardening lectures for adults, and the 
annual family Easter Parade once again set the pace for a 
flower- and activity-filled year here.  

Two contiguous former estates, both sloping down to sweep

ing views across east Dallas' White Rock Lake, form the 66
acre Arboretum. The original owners had left their properties 
to various charities. However, in 1976, the city acquired the 
home and estate of Everette L. DeGolyer, often called the 
"father of geophysical exploration," and his wife, Nell, complete 
with the DeGolyers' collection of Flemish tapestries and

Amble through the azaleas, peruse the poppies, dawdle among the daffodils, and, yes, tiptoe through the tulips at the 66-acre Dallas Arboretum and 
Botanical Garden. A panoramic view of the Arboretum's Jonsson Color Garden reveals a sliver of White Rock Lake in the distance.

Texas Highways
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BO T A N I C A L GAR DE N
English antiques. Four years later, the city added the adjacent 
22-acre estate, originally owned by Dallas real estate developer 
ard former city councilman Alex Camp and his wife, Roberta.  
Now melded into six major and several minor gardens, the 
combined acreage will attract some 300,000 visitors over the 
ccurse of the year.  

The Hun: Paseo de Flores, a linear garden that runs much of 
the Arboretum's length, provides a rough dividing line between 
the display gardens on one side and the picnic grounds and park

BY HANNE K. KLEIN - PHOTOGRAPHS BY CAROLYN BROWN

ing lots on tze other. No matter what the time of year, the Paseo 
always sparkles with color, opening the year with spring's bright 
yellow daffodils and closing it with winter's deep red holly 
berries. "We're known for the number of changeable displays we 
have," says Mitch Goyne, the Arboretum's director of horticul
ture, "but the Paseo is the garden we change the most. After all, 
a 'walk of flowers' should always have flowers!" 

Just beyond the Paseo, two gardens-the Palmer Fern Dell and 
the Jonsson Color Garden-anchor the south end of the Arboretum.  
As noted, the Jonsson Color Garden's glitziest season comes 
during Dallas Blooms, when the nonstop color from the bulbs, 

flowering trees, and those 20,000 aza
lea plan-s wash over its six-plus acres 
like rainbows sweeping across the sky.  
Serious azalea growers note that the 
collection shows off 2,000 cultivars.  
Aside from the collection's size, these 
plants, which do best in the acid soil 
prevalent east of the Mississippi 
River, now thrive in North Texas' 

highly alkaline soil. "We fine-tune the

5
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maples and-of course-ferns 
(some 95 varieties). A constant 
mist from the garden's fog sys
tem, designed to indulge the 
humidity-loving ferns, adds a 
certain mystique to the Dell.  
The refreshing smell of the 
moisture, tinged with a tart bit 
of Chinese anise here, a sweet 
whiff of witch hazel there, per

SLE VAN LANDINGHAM meates the atmosphere. Off to 
the side, a wood-and-stone bridge spanning a stream completes 
the "secret garden" aura.  

Once strollers return to the Paseo, the path leads to the 
DeGolyer mansion, a Spanish Colonial Revival-style home listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places. Here, the visitor faces

of absolute beauty. It brings me a great

deal of serenity. It makes me feel like springtime. It lightens me."

acidity of the soil, customize raised beds for the plants, and 
then mix in composted pine bark-to pacify the azaleas and keep 
them happy in Texas soil," says Mitch. "Then we pass the tech
niques on to home gardeners." 

Only a few steps bring visitors from the sun-bathed Jonsson 

Garden into the soothing coolness of the Palmer Fern Dell. The 
Dell's 100-year-old trees cosset plants and people with mottled 
shade. Varieties of rhododendrons grow alongside Japanese

a decision: whether to continue directly to the next group of gar
dens, or take time to tour the 21,000-square-foot art- and antique
filled structure. Those who see a party in their future may want to 
make the latter choice, because you can rent space in the mansion, 
or in the adjacent, 8,500-square-foot Camp home, for a private gala.  
The Camp home, which also serves as headquarters for the 
Arboretum staff, has its own architectural interest. Designed to 
be only one room deep (for cross-ventilation purposes), the

[ABOVE] A good old-fashioned case of spring fever is not exclusive to humans. At top, a swallowtail lights on lantana, while a multicolored cluster of 
tulips and pansies awaits the butterfly's inspection.  
[BELOw] A fog system adds a misty mystique to the Palmer Fern Dell. Some 95 varieties of ferns thrive in this shady, lush glade, along with rhododen
drons and Japanese maples.



house's bedrooms and living areas all provide beautiful views of 
the grounds and White Rock Lake.  

A Woman's Garden, donated by the Arboretum's Women's 
Council, stretches from the DeGolyer home's back lawn to the 
edge of the lake. Water gleams throughout this garden. Morgan 
Wheelock, an internationally known landscape architect, 
designed the area to look "as though its reflecting ponds extend 
into White Rock Lake," says Mitch Goyne. North Dallas' sky
scrapers rise in the distance.  

A Woman's Garden divides into several distinct spaces: a low
walled Poetry Garden, with inviting benches placed among the 
roses, trumpet creeper, and English ivy; a walkway edged with

white- and blue-blooming tree-form wisteria; and a series of ter
raced pools along a flower-lined pathway.  

Several pieces of sculpture introduce human artistry into 
the garden. One, Infiniti III Wind Harp, created by Ross 
Barrable, brings beautiful harmonies here, as the breezes com
ing across the lake vibrate the unusual instrument's metal 
strings.  

Opposite the DeGolyer home, a detour off the Paseo leads 
visitors down the shaded elegance of the Magnolia Allee, which 
formed a part of Nell DeGolyer's original garden. Another 
favorite detour is the Crape Myrtle Allee. Some consider these 
tree-size shrubs, aglow with seasonal lilac or deep pink blooms,

[Top] With offerings that range from turf-maintenance classes to serene spots for contemplation, the Arboretum appeals to both the practical and the 
spiritual. In the Lay Ornamental Garden, you can glean ideas for landscaping with native plants, or rest beside peaceful surroundings like this lily pond.  
[wrrom] Water adds natural luminance to A Woman's Garden, with its reflecting pools and views of White Rock Lake. Donated by the Women's Council of 
the Arboretum, the site also harbors a Poetry Garden and several pieces of sculpture.
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the most beautiful crape myrtles in Dallas. "These natives of 
China adapt to our North Texas conditions," says Mitch Goyne.  
"Part of our emphasis here is to show people things that will 
grow in this climate and in our alkaline clay soils." 

In playful contrast to the Allee's dignity, a fountain called 
Toad Corners pops up at the end of the Allee walk. Four spitting 
toads, each almost five feet tall, arc 20-foot streams of water 
upward.  

"My daughters head for Toad Corners every time we come," 
says Lisa Kleinman. "Sometimes their game is avoiding the 
water; other times it's getting wet on purpose." 

At the other end of the Arboretum lies the Lay Ornamental 
Garden. Better known as Mimi's Garden, for one of its bene-

factors, Mini Lay Hodges, it features native Texas plants, mak
ing it a natural spot for visitors to glean ideas for their home 
gardens.  

The many secluded places in Mimi's Garden give it an aura of 
intimacy. Random pockets of vibrant flowers-small white 
daisies, lilac yarrow, yucca stalks tipped with white blossoms
fill the garden's out-of-the-way nooks. "The original master 
plan referred to these pockets as serenity gardens," says Brian 
Shivers, a longtime Arboretum board member. "Even if this gar
den is crowded, you won't necessarily see anyone." 

As in A Woman's Garden, statuary dots Mimi's Garden. Look 
up into a tree, and surprise!-a great horned owl gazes back 
at you. Scrutinize some foliage that catches your eye, and

[Top] In the Jonsson Color Garden, shown here in its summertime splendor, an opening in the background foliage allows a glimpse of Dallas' distant, 
gleaming skyscrapers.  
[BoM] A panorama photographed from the front porch of the DeGolyer House shows the mansion's immaculate lawn. The public can rent the 21,000
square-foot home (and the grounds) for private parties.
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there stand two black-tailed prairie 
dogs ready to play. These and other 
works number among the Crow Fam
ily Texas Wildlife Bronzes, a series of 
statues designed by art technician David 
Miles and students from the School of 
Visual Arts at the University of North 
Texas in Denton.  

The Crow bronzes, however, do 
more than entertain. A sign next to each 
of the works gives details on the ani
mal's natural habitat, typical behavior, 
and preferred foods. Children in partic
ular have fun with a leaflet whose fill
in-the-blank questions help teach them 
about nature.  

Whether young or old or in between, 
everyone enjoys the Arboretum's moods, 
beauty, and surprises-and people come 
for different reasons.  

With gardening America's favorite 
hobby, the "how-to" of cultivation lures 
many visitors. "Our classes cover 
everything from bonsai growing to turf 
maintenance to how gardeners can 
ferret out information on the Internet," 
says Mitch Goyne.  

Along with the lure of Dallas Blooms, 
Lisa Kleinman loves the chance for fam
ily outings. All 21 local Kleinmans, who 
range in age from three to 68, look for
ward to the gatherings. "The children 
can run free," says Lisa's mother-in
law, Ruth Kleinman, "and my husband 

51 (ltl t \It \TlI

he Dallas Arboretum and Botanical 
Garden is at 8525 Garland Rd. in 
Dallas (75218), at the southeastern 

end of White Rock Lake, between Buckner
Blvd. and Gaston Ave.  
From Interstate 30 
East, take the East 
Grand exit, and drive 
north on East Grand for 
3 miles. East Grand 
becomes Garland Rd.  
at the Gaston intersec
tion. The entrance to 
the garden is on the 
left, just past White 
Rock Lake.

Hours: Nov. 1-Mar. 5: Daily 10-5. Mar.  
6-Oct. 31: Daily 10-6. Closed Thanks
giving, Christmas, and New Year's days.  
Admission: $6, $5 age 65 and older, $3 
ages 6-12, free age 5 and younger and 
Arboretum members. On-site parking: 
$3 per day. Free off-site parking at Garland 
Rd. sites, with shuttle service available 
on peak weekends noon-6. Call 214/327
8263 for details.  

There are several restrooms and a con
cession stand on the grounds. A picnic 
pavilion is opposite the DeGolyer mansion, 
close to Garland Rd. The grounds and 
restrooms are wheelchair and stroller 
accessible. A gift shop (also wheelchair 
accessible) is beside the DeGolyer home.  

For information on hours, admission, 
entertainment, and special events, call the 
Arboretum Hot Line, 214/327-4901.
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With its giant bronze amphibians spitting 20-foot streams of water, 
Toad Corners Is a must for fun-lovers. Kids, especially, find the spot 
"toadally" cool.

and I can sit there and absorb all the beauty with no one get
ting in anyone's way." 

Mary Brinegar, the Arboretum's president, also notes that 
many people come alone to the gardens, to experience the reju
venating effect of peaceful surroundings. Dallasite Renee Karp 
does that regularly.  

"Here is a place of absolute beauty," she says. "It brings me 
a great deal of serenity. It makes me feel like springtime. It 
lightens me."* 

When asked to name her favorite thing about the Dallas Arboretum, 
freelancer HANNE KLEIN wavers between "the drama of the azaleas" 
and "the seclusion of Mimi's Garden." 

Architectural photographer CAROLYN BROWN was photo editor for the 
1997 book Dallas: World-Class Texas, written by the late Annette Strauss 
and published by Towery Press.
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The Bloomin' Details

The Mansions 
The grounds include two homes, the 

21,000-sq.-ft. DeGolyer House and the 
8,500-sq.-ft. Camp House (both wheelchair 

accessible). The homes 

and their expansive lawns 
can be rented. For infor

DA s mation and appts., call 
ARBOR 214/327-8263, ext. 136.  

AND BOTA CALs 
SGARDE 

A E C Free tours of the 

67 DeGolyer mansion take 

place every half hour 
starting at 10 a.m. The 

last tour starts at 5 p.m.  
during spring and summer, 

at 4 p.m. during winter. There are special 
tours for groups of 20 or more, with meals 
available. Call 214/327-8263, ext. 136.  

Special Events and Classes 
Special events are scheduled through

out the year. Highlights include the annual 
Dallas Blooms spring festival (Mar. 6-Apr.  
11, 1999), including an Easter Parade (Apr.  
3, 1999); Autumn at the Arboretum Family 
Harvest Festival (Oct. 2-31, 1999); and 
Holiday at the Arboretum (Nov. 26, 1999
Jan. 2, 2000). Also, summer brings a fanci
ful exhibit (Garden Critters will be featured 
this year, June 5-Sep. 6). From mid-June 
through mid-Sep. (1999 dates to be an
nounced), the Cool Thursdays series fea
tures live music in the gardens on Thurs
day evenings from 7:30-9.  

The Arboretum publishes an annual 
schedule for its Winter Workshop and 
Lecture series and other classes; call 
214/327-8263 for a free copy.



BY CINDI MYERS

S TANDING ON THE SPRING-GREEN GRASS of the quadrangle 

of Presidio La Bahia, near Goliad, it's difficult to imagine 
this peaceful place as the site of violence. The massive 

stone walls enclosing the old fortress (its full name is Nuestra 

Senora Santa Maria de Loreto de la Bahia del Espiritu Santo) 
block out the sounds of nearby highway traffic and swallow up 
the hushed voices of visitors. Lacy ironwork softens the solid 
lines of the stone buildings, which once served as soldiers' bar
racks and officers' quarters. Even the cannon in the quadrangle 
looks harmless, just another artifact, like the ancient tools, cook
ing pots, and bits of painted pottery displayed in the presidio's 
museum. Only the bastions at three corners of the quadrangle, 
with their sweeping views of the countryside, remind visitors of 
the fort's dual roles as protector of Spain's claim to the region 
and guardian of three area missions: Rosario, Refugio, and 
Espiritu Santo.  

As the nine flags flying in front of Presidio La Bahia indicate, 
for much of its history, the fort was the site of struggle. Founded 

in 1721 as the first of what Spain envisioned as a chain of forts 
that would protect the Texas coast, the presidio, together with 
Mission Espiritu Santo, was moved at least twice in the next 28 
years in an effort to find the optimal location. In succeeding 
years, soldiers from several revolutions were garrisoned within 
the fort's high stone walls as various factions fought for control 
of the area.  

The presidio's tumultuous history culminated in the most 
infamous massacre in Texas history, an event that took place 

near the end of the Texas Revolution. On Palm Sunday, March 
27, 1836, Mexican soldiers marched some 330 Texian prisoners, 
under the leadership of Colonel James Fannin, out of the pre
sidio. (Fannin had commanded the fort until shortly before his 
surrender to General Jose Urrea at the Battle of Coleto, a week 
earlier.) Rumors raced through the Texian lines that the prison
ers were about to be released. Under a shroud of fog, they were 
directed to leave in groups, headed in different directions.  
Here's how Samuel T. Brown, a Georgia volunteer who survived 

the bloody incident, described the scene in a letter to his uncle: 

"... About a half mile from the fort we were ordered to halt; 
the guard on the right then passed to the left, and instantly fired 
upon the prisoners, nearly all of whom fell, and the few survivors 

tried to escape by flight in the prairie and concealing in the 
weeds. The firing continued and about the same time I heard 
other firing towards the fort and cries of distress." 

Revered for its role in a tragedy of the Texas Revolution-many more men 
died here than at the Alamo-Presidio La Bahia marks its 250th anniver
sary at Goliad this year. The serene and beautifully restored fortress cap
tivates visitors.
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A HERO OF THE MEXICAN 

struggle for independence 

from France, General Ignacio 

Zaragoza was born in a small 

home near Presidio La Bahia.  

Zaragoza defeated the French

at Puebla on May 5, 

the famous Cinco de

1862, 

Mayo.

r

Most Texas schoolchildren know about "Six Flags Over Texas," but nine flags fly in front of Presidio 
La Bahia, reminding visitors of the fort's colorful history, much of which predates the Texas Revo
lution. Note the menacing "Goliad Flag" (arm and sword, fourth from left), sometimes called the 
"First Flag of Texas Independence:'

When the shooting ended, 302 men lay 
dead (28 escaped). Fannin and 39 other 
Texians, whose wounds from the Battle 
of Coleto had prevented them from 
marching, were executed at the presidio, 
bringing the total killed to 342. Many 
more men died at Goliad than at the Ala

mo, yet the site of their death, unlike the 
famous San Antonio shrine, remains less 
known to most people, even Texans.  

The fort's obscurity seems ironic in 

light of the role it played in the develop
ment of Texas. Originally established on 
the Texas coast near present-day Lavaca 
Bay, Presidio La Bahia (Spanish for "fort 
of the bay") was moved inland to a site 

on the Guadalupe River in the early 

1700s. In 1749, it was moved again, to a 
site named Santa Dorotea, on the San 
Antonio River. It remains there today, a 
half-mile south of Goliad.  

R ECOGNIZED SINCE 1967 as a National 
Historic Landmark, the presidio is INear the entrance to the presidio, a 

monument to General Zaragoza, a re
construction of his birthplace, and an 
amphitheater comprise the Zaragoza 
Birthplace State Historic Site.

considered by many to be the nation's 
finest remaining example of a Spanish 
frontier fort. This year, Presidio La Bahia 
and Mission Espiritu Santo mark their 
250th anniversary at Goliad. A year-long 
celebration will culminate with a special 
anniversary event in October (see When 

... Where... How, page 17).  
"I want people to know how important 

this place was in the history of Texas," 
says Newton Warzecha, director of Pre

sidio La Bahia for the past eight years.  

Newton sees his job as educating people 
about the presidio's role, not just in the 
Texas Revolution, but in the rich cultur
al history that preceded those fateful 

days. "This was one of the major areas 

of early Spanish settlement in Texas," he 
says. "This was the crossroads-every
thing that entered the country through 
the Port of Copano came through here, 
because the customs house was here." 

In the 1750s, a settlement known as 
La Bahia, which had its own cattle 

herds, orchards, and small vegetable 
gardens, grew up around the presidio.  
Many artifacts in the fort's museum re
late to everyday life of the 1700s. At that 

time, the nomadic native peoples of the 
area, mostly Aranama, Tamique, and

Texas Highways12



Karankawa Indians, lived in 
movable huts made of sticks 
covered with reed mats or 
hides. Under the supervision 
of Franciscan missionaries 

at the nearby missions of Es
piritu Santo and Rosario, 
they tended cattle and sheep, 
which the missionaries trad

ed with their counterparts 
in San Antonio for corn and 
other vegetables. The sol
diers attached to the presi
dio lived in barracks within 
the fortress walls. They spent 
their days guarding the live
stock that grazed along the 
river and carrying out guard 
duty at the presidio and at 
the missions. Some of these 
men married Native Amer
ican women and remained in 
the area after completing 
their military service. "There 
are people living in Goliad 
today who are descendants 
of early Spanish soldiers 
assigned to this fort," New
ton observes.  

Many Texans do not know 
that Presidio La Bahia played 
a role in the American Rev
olution, once Spain declared 
war on Great Britain in 
June 1779. To feed Spanish 
soldiers, some 9,000 cattle 
were rounded up between 
1779 and 1782 from ranch
es of missions and individu
als in the San Antonio River va 
were trailed to Nacogdoches 
Louisiana. The presidio, toget 
the mission, served as an a 
point, and some of its soldier 
with soldiers from other Spani 
provided escorts for the cattle, 
eral hundred horses sent al 
artillery and cavalry purposes, 
vaqueros trailing the herds. Wi 
beef as sustenance for his men, 
Bernardo de Gilvez conducte 
cessful campaign against the 
along the lower Mississippi R 
the Gulf Coast.

K _ 
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A prized statue of the Virgin Mary occupies a niche above the entrance 
to Our Lady of Loreto Chapel, which was dedicated to Nuestra Senora de 
Loreto, a noted pilgrimage site in Italy. Lincoln Borglum (famed with his 
father, Gutzon, for Mt. Rushmore) sculpted the figure in 1968.  

Hley, and By the early 1800s, fully 25 percent La Bahi 

and into of the population of Texas lived in or factions 

her with around Presidio La Bahia. But the be- ican gov, 

ssembly ginning of the Mexican independence Anglos 

s, along movement in September 1810, which them a 

sh forts, forced Spain to concentrate its man- sometim 

the sev- power in the center of Mexkico, caused system.  

ong for Spain to reduce the number of troops immigra 

and the at the fort, leaving it vulnerable to growing 

th Texas invaders. addition 

General In the summer of 1812, Jose Bernardo war tha 

d a suc- Gutierrez de Lara, a Mexican revolution- Texas, it 

British ary leader, and Augustus W Magee, a In Oc 

iver and West Point graduate from Massachu- stand at 

setts, decided to establish their own Texian l

independent country in 
northeastern New Spain.  
After invading Texas from 

z Louisiana, they captured 
Presidio La Bahia in No
vember and then defend
ed it successfully for four 
months in the longest siege 
in Texas military history. Al
though Magee died and was 
buried at the presidio, the 
rebel forces, called the Re
publican Army of the North, 
went on to capture San An
tonio on April 1, 1813, estab
lish a Republic of Texas, and, 
in effect, controlled all of Tex
as until the fateful Battle 
of Medina in August. The 
green flag fluttering in front 
of the museum represents 
this brief tenure.  

In September of 1821, 
shortly after Mexico won in

dependence from Spain, Dr.  
James Long and a group of 
filibusters held Presidio La 
Bahia for three days, flying a 
red-and-white-striped flag 
with a single white star on a 
red field in one corner. When 
the Mexicans recaptured the 
fort, they arrested Long and 
his followers and sent them 
to Mexico City (where Long 
was fatally shot under suspi
cious circumstances).  

Things remained relative
ly peaceful around Presidio 

a for the next decade as various 
struggled for control of the Mex
ernment. In the meantime, more 
settled in Texas, bringing with 
new language and customs that 
es clashed with the Mexican 

Mexican attempts to limit Anglo 
tion and local authority met with 
protests from Anglo-Texans. In 
Mexico was embroiled in a civil 

t soon extended to Coahuila y 
s northeasternmost state.  
tober 1835, following a defensive 
Gonzales earlier in the month, 

eader George Collinsworth cap-
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Still active as a parish church, Our Lady of Loreto Chapel was already nearly a century old when an 
early declaration of independence from Mexico was signed on an altar here on December 20, 1835.

tured the presidio in the first offensive 
action of the Texas Revolution.  

On December 20, 1835, a group of 92 
men, including Texian Captain Philip 
Dimitt and members cf his volunteer 
company from some of Texas' Irish set
tlements, met in Our Lady of Loreto 
Chapel at Presidio La Bahia and de
clared themselves independent from 
Mexico. On the chapel altar, they signed 
a document that predated the official 
Texas Declaration of Independence (see 
story, page 18) by more than two 
months. In proper revolutionary fash
ion, they flew their own flag, which 
depicted a bloody arm holding a sword.  
"It was supposed to represent that they 
would rather sever their own arm than 

continue to live under the rule of the 
Mexican dictator Santa Anna," New
ton explains.  

Then came the Battle of Coleto and 
the bloody Sunday still known as the

Goliad, or Palm Sunday, Massacre. Pre
sidio La Bahia's museum contains a 
number of displays related to Fannin's 
men, both the hundreds who died and 

the few dozen who escaped. While some 
of the men who had been marched out of 
the presidio survived by fleeing to the 
river when the shooting began, others 
escaped the march altogether through 
the efforts of a woman who became 
known as the Angel of Goliad. Senora 
Francita Alavez, identified variously as 
the wife or mistress of Colonel Tel6sforo 
Alavez of the Mexican army, interceded 
on behalf of some of :he Texians, includ
ing several who had been wounded in 

the Battle of Coleto. She also saved the 
doctors, some of their helpers, and as 
many of the young men as possible.  

After Texas defeated Mexico at San 
Jacinto, Presidio La Bahia and its associ
ated missions became the property of 
the new republic. The abandoned fort

i

Visitors can stay overnight in this 18th-Century 
Spanish fortress. The presidio has converted 
a portion of its former officers' quarters into a 
suite known as The Quarters.

Texas Highways

and missions soon crumbled into ruin.  
In 1841, the Republic of Texas passed a 
law that returned church property to the 
church. However, while the Catholic 
Church took possession of its San An
tonio missions, nothing was done about 
the Goliad-area properties. In 1844, the 
Republic of Texas gave the town of Go
had four leagues of land, which included 

OUR LADY OF LORETO 

Chapel at the presidio 

welcomes worshippers 

each Sunday, as it has 

almost continuously for 

two-and-a-half centuries.  

Presidio La Bahia and Mission Espiritu 
Santo. Judge Pryor Lea was even per
mitted to live in Our Lady of Loreto 
Chapel for several years in the early 
1850s. However, in 1853, Bishop John M.  
Odin, the first non-Hispanic Catholic 
bishop in Texas, purchased the chapel 
for $1,000, paid over a two-year period.  
When Bishop Odin received the deed in 
1855, it indicated that the church had 
purchased the entire fort. The Catholic

14



A reconstructed cooking area in the museum 
displays artifacts found during restoration. A 
portrait on the wall depicts Dr. Jack Shackel
ford, one of the survivors of the Goliad Mas
sacre (see Speaking of Texas, page 3).  

Diocese of Victoria continues to over
see the property today.  

E XCEPT FOR Our Lady of Loreto 
Chapel, Presidio La Bahia remained 

in ruins until local rancher and histori
an Kathryn Stoner O'Connor became 
interested in the site. She established 
the Kathryn O'Connor Foundation to 
underwrite restoration, and in 1963, 
with permssion from the church, work 
began to restore the presidio to its 1836 
appearance.  

The nine flags that have flown over 
the fort-those of Spain, France, Mex
ico, the Republic of Texas, the Confed
eracy, and the United States, in addition 
to those displayed in the 1812, 1821, and 
1835 incidents-greet visitors. Ten-foot
high stone walls surround a vast grassy 
compound, with soldiers' quarters on 
one side, and the officers' quarters and 
kitchen along the front. Using the re
maining fixtures as patterns, workers 
under the direction of restoration archi
tect Raiford Stripling reproduced the 
ornate iron door hinges, shutter latches, 
grillwork, and decorations for doors, 
windows, and shutters. (Stripling also 
directed the reconstruction of Inde
pendence Hall at Washington-on-the
Brazos State Historical Park; see page

MISSION ESPIRITU SANTO

residio La Bahia provided pro
tection for three Franciscan 

missions: Rosario, Refugio, and 
Espiritu Santo. The largest of these, 
formally named Nuestra Senora del 

Espiritu Santo de Zdniga 
Mission, has been partially ' 

restored and forms part of 

Goliad State Historical Park, 
located just north of the 

presidio and across US 183.  

Franciscan missionaries 

established Espiritu Santo 

on April 10, 1722, as the first' 
of a series of missions in 

the area to provide religious 
instruction to the Indians.  
Though the nearby presidio protected 

the mission, hostile natives made life 
difficult for the Spanish. The mission 
and the presidio relocated at least 
twice before settling in 1749 at the 

current location, a half-mile south of 
present-day Goliad.  

By 1758, Mission Espiritu Santo 
claimed more than 3,000 head of cattle 
and 1,600 sheep grazing its pastures.  
(Some historians call it the first great 
Texas cattle ranch.) Under the direc
tion of Franciscan friars, native peoples 
herded cattle, labored in fields and work
shops, and received religious instruc

tion. But problems plagued the mission, 
as attacks from hostile tribes continued 

and Mexico's fight for independence 
weakened the mission's ties to Spain.  

Espiritu Santo was secularized in 

1830, and its missionaries departed in 
1831. By the end of the Texas Revolu
tion in 1836, the abandoned mission 
was falling down. The town of Goliad 
gained ownership of the mission in 
1844 and leased it to the Reverend 
John F Hillyer in December 1848, 
the same year he established Hillyer 
Female College near the mission.  
In 1856, the Presbyterian Church as
sumed management of the property 
and opened Aranama College (for

men), which operated until the out

break of the Civil War, when all the 

students and teachers decamped to 

join the Confederate Army. The col

lege never reopened.

Mission Espfritu Santo's beautiful interior makes 
the 250-year-old sanctuary a popular place for 
weddings, especially during the Christmas holi
days, when the church is outlined in lights.  

After the Civil War, the city of Go
liad once more took over the land and 
buildings of the former Mission Espi
ritu Santo. In 1931, the city and county 
of Goliad transferred the property to 
the State of Texas. Later in the 1930s, 
the WPA restored the granary, and 
the CCC restored the mission chapel, 
workshop, and adjacent schoolroom.  

The state operates the mission today 

as part of the state parks system.  
Museum exhibits in the granary of

fer a glimpse of life in an 18th-Century 
Spanish mission. Visitors learn that the 
Texas cattle industry began here and 
that many of the tools and methods 
adopted by American cowboys derived 
from those used by Spanish and Indian 
vaqueros who tended the mission 

herds. Religious artifacts, hand-hewn 
oxcarts, and native pottery attest to 
the skill and artistry of native workers.  

Visitors to Goliad State Historical 
Park are free to walk through the 

chapel, tour the museum, and stroll 

the grounds. The solemnity of this 
once-great mission provides a pleasant 

place to reflect on an important era 
in Texas history. -Cindi Myers
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The Fannin Memorial, just southeast of the presidio, marks the site where remains of Colonel James 
Fannin and his men were buried on June 3, 1836, under the direction of General Thomas Rusk.  
Garza Cemetery, one of the oldest cemeteries in the Goliad area, is in the foreground.

23.) They refashioned the wooden gun
ports, through which soldiers fired at ap
proaching attackers, and re-created the 
pottery gdrgolas, or rainspouts, that di
vert water from the flat-roofed buildings.  
This attention to detail recaptured the 
original atmosphere of the stronghold, so 

that visitors stepping through the gates 
find themselves thrust into the past.  

The museum is housed in part of the 
former officers' quarters and kitchen.  

One section is devoted to drawings, pho
tographs, and other information related 
to the restoration. Other display cases 
contain some of the 10,000 artifacts 
found during restoration. Painted pot

tery, tarnished silverware, a delicate 
thimble, and blackened fringe from an 
officer's epaulets remind visitors of the 
people who lived, worked, and died with
in these stone walls.  

A portion of the fort has been trans
formed into modern lodging (one suite 

only) known as The Quarters, which 

interested visitors can rent. Adjacent to 
The Quarters, Our Lady of Loreto Chap
el rises above the fortress walls, an 
evocative silhouette against the Tex
as sky. The only portion of the presidio 
still in use when restoration began, Our 

Lady of Loreto Chapel welcomes wor-

shipers each Sunday, as it has almost 
continuously for two-and-a-half centu
ries. The spacious chapel has an unusu
al groin-vaulted ceiling and is perhaps 
the only surviving example of a groin
vaulted Spanish building in North Amer
ica. Behind the altar, a fresco painted in 
1946 by Antonio Gar:ia, known as the 

GRADY- ALE

Michelangelo of South Texas, depicts 
the archangel Gabriel and the Virgin 
Mary in a regional setting. Outside, a 
statue of Our Lady of Loreto looks down 
from a niche above the door.  

The bastions at the fort's corners, 
which once allowed defenders to fire at 
intruders, now provide views of the sur
rounding countryside, nearby Mission 
Espiritu Santo, and the Fannin Mem
orial (southeast of the presidio). Be
neath the Fannin Memorial's marble
and-granite column rest remains of the 
Texian colonel and his fallen comrades.  

Each March, re-enactors converge on 
Presidio La Bahia to recall those days of 
horror and defeat, the memory of which 
helped spur the Texians on to victory.  
Less than four weeks after the massacre 
at Presidio La Bahia, on the plain at San 
Jacinto, Texian forces defeated the 
Mexican army, rushing into battle with 
shouts of "Remember the Alamo! 
Remember Goliad !" 

At this beautifully restored and peace
ful site, visitors do indeed have the op
portunity to remember. * 

Frequent Texas Highways contributor CINDI 
MYERS writes fiction under her maiden 
name, Cynthia Sterling. Her first novel, 
Patchwork Hearts, was published in January.

~f' 
< + y.'r 

s"" ,'s '' 1 - y 4N/ \- u .L l F ', "^ , 

P , - L _ .\. .', " n.= 
x{~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 4t .- _ 7 r 1L auL -"-l' ~ lt t- ^ ..  

t 4- ~ ~ 4\- ..4~ ;- Y 

r ;".E1 

th for On th ote sid of .th tw and a affo tick ston wal flat rocs plug\ t gnports 

Small ron hoe bore in the rok t allowed t gun barel to pro trdei_ ai' 4 .

Texas Highways

r

16



Presidio La Bahia

residio La Bahia is on US 183, 
approximately 1/ miles 
south of Goliad. Hours: Daily 

9-4:45. Admission: $3, $2.50 age 60 
and older, $1 ages 6-11, free age 5 
and younger. School and group rates 
available by prior arrangement.  
Most areas wheelchair accessible.  
Write to Presidio La Bahia, Box 57, 
Goliad 77963; 361/645-3752.  

A portion of the old Officers 
Quarters has been converted to 
lodging. Known as The Quarters, 
the 2-bedroom suite (includes liv
ing room, kitchenette, and bath) 
rents for $150 a night. Contact the 
presidio for reservations.  

Accommodations are also avail
able in Goliad. Write to the Goliad 
Chamber of Commerce, Box 606, 
Goliad 77963; 361/645-3563 or 
800/848-8674 (fax 361/645-3570).  
Email: goliadcc@tisd.net. Goliad's 
area code recently changed 
from 512 to 361.  

Other Sites 
Mission Espiritu Santo, in 

Goliad State Historical Park, 
just north of Presidio La Bahia and 
across US 183, opens daily during 
daylight hours. The mission chap
el was restored in the 1930s, along 
with the granary, which now hous
es a museum; a workshop area, 
where the Indians made pottery 
and did cooking, spinning, and 
weaving; and a schoolroom. The 
park also offers camping, hiking, 
a swimming pool (open in the sum
mer), and fishing in the San Anton
io River. Park entrance fee: $2 per 
day per person age 13 and older, 
free age 12 and younger. Camping 
fees: $10-$12 per night. (Some 
campsites wheelchair accessible.) 
There is no additional charge for 
admission to the mission. Group 
rates available by prior arrange
ment. Buildings partially wheel
chair accessible. For a listing of 
events, write to Goliad State His
torical Park, 108 Park Rd. 6, Goliad 
77963-3206; 645-3405. Call 512/ 
389-8900 for campsite reservations.  

The 2'/ acre Zaragoza Birth
place State Historic Site is near 
the presidio entrance. A small 
home (now a museum), an amphi
theater, and a monument com
memorate General Ignacio Zara
goza, the leader of the Mexican 
army that defeated the French at

the Battle of Puebla on May 5, 1862.  
The victory is celebrated every 
year as Cinco de Mayo. The muse
um, staffed by volunteers, occasion
ally opens to the public. Contact 
Goliad State Historical Park.  
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The Fannin Memorial, visible 
from the presidio walls, is just 
southeast of the presidio, off US 
183. Remains of Col. James Fannin 
and his men were interred here on 
June 3, 1836. Partially wheelchair 
accessible. Contact the Goliad 
Chamber of Commerce.  

Fannin Battleground State 
Historical Park, 9 miles east of 
Goliad on US 59, is the site of the 
Battle of Coleto, where Fannin 
and his men surrendered to Mex
ican forces. A one-room exhibit 
describes the battle, and a monu
ment marks the supposed site of 
the surrender. A gazebo is avail
able for picnics. Hours: Daily 8-5.  
Admission: $1 per person. Wheel
chair accessible. Contact Goliad 
State Historical Park.  

The ruins of Mission Rosario 
are 4 miles southwest of Goliad 
off US 59. Enclosed by a fence 
(and locked gate), the ruins in
clude a portion of the original walls.  
Group tours available by prior ar
rangement. Cost: $2 per person.  
Not wheelchair accessible. Contact 
Goliad State Historical Park.  

Goliad Attractions 
The small town of Goliad offers 

a number of attractions for Texas 
history buffs. The Chamber of 
Commerce, at the corner of S.  
Market and Franklin, shares space 
with the Market House Museum, 
which is operated by the Goliad 
Co. Historical Commission. The 
museum houses a number of dis
plays relating to early life in Goliad 
County. Nearby Fannin Plaza, a 
park near the courthouse square,

features an 1885 monument to Col.  
Fannin and his men and a pair of 
cannons from the Texas Revolu
tion. The 1894 Goliad County 
Courthouse, 1 block south of the 
plaza, is listed in the National Reg

ister of Historic Places.  
A giant oak on the court

rtoria house lawn is called the 
Hanging Tree; several 

Th Port men were hanged there Lavaca 

- during the 1857 Cart War.  
uadialupe 

River Events 
Goliad is marking the 

250th anniversary of 

PRESDio Presidio La Bahia and 
LABAHIA Mission Espiritu Santo 

at their present sites with 
a year-long celebration.  

The theme, "250 Years of Texas 
Ranching," honors the area's 
ranching heritage and the various 
cultures involved. The celebration 
will culminate with a special 
anniversary event on Oct. 23, 
which will include a colorful festi
val on the town square from 8-4, 
and evening events at the presidio 
and the mission. (Contact the Go
liad Chamber of Commerce.) In 
addition, many of the following an
nual events will also be expanded.  

Battle of Coleto Reenactment 
(March 20, 1999). Costumed vol
unteers portray the historic battle 
that took place on what is now the 
Fannin Battleground. Contact 
Goliad State Historical Park.  

Goliad Massacre-Fort Defi
ance Living History Program 
(14th annual event, Mar. 27-28, 
1999). A re-creation of the capture 
of Fannin and his men by Mexican 
forces and their imprisonment at 
Presidio La Bahia (Fannin called 
it Fort Defiance when he com
manded it) takes place Sat 9-5.  
Candlelight tours of the fort will 
be conducted 7-9 Sat. night. A 
reenactment of the Goliad Mas
sacre begins Sun. at 10 a.m., fol
lowed by a memorial service that 
begins in Our Lady of Loreto 
Chapel and ends with a pilgrim
age to the Fannin Memorial. Con
tact Presidio La Bahia.  

Cinco de Mayo Celebration 
(Apr. 30-May 1 and May 5,1999).  
Sponsored by the General Zara
goza Society, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Dept., and others, this 
year's event features a large sculp-

ture exhibition, Goliad: A Cultural 
Convergence at both the presidio 
and the mission. Other activities 
will take place in Goliad, at Goliad 
State Historical Park, and at other 
area historic sites. Highlights in
clude a queen's coronation, parade, 
street dance, Ballet Folkl6rico 
performances, and a reenactment 
of the Battle of Puebla. Official 
ceremonies take place May 5 at 
the Zaragoza Birthplace. Write 
to the General Zaragoza Society, 
433 North St., Goliad 77963 
(645-3663), or contact the Goliad 
Chamber of Commerce.  

From Thanksgiving Day 
through Jan. 10, Goliad State His
torical Park sponsors an annual 
lighting display that involves the 
outlining of Mission Espiritu Santo 
and park headquarters with more 
than 14,000 Christmas lights and 
luminarias (see cover of Texas 
Highways, December 1994).  

Christmas in Goliad (Dec. 3-4, 
1999) features arts and crafts, 
continuous entertainment, a light
ed parade, Breakfast with Santa, 
and Santa's arrival with his "rein
steer" (a Texas Longhorn pulls the 
sleigh). The weekend concludes 
at dusk on Sat. with Las Posadas.  
The traditional trek begins in 
Goliad and ends with a ceremony 
at the presidio. Contact the Goliad 
Chamber of Commerce.  

For the 1880s Wild West Ex
travaganza (held in early Febru
ary), reenactors at Presidio La 
Bahia re-create the Texas frontier 
of the 1880s. Contact the presidio.  

Books 
Now in its 3rd printing, Kathryn 

S. O'Connor's Presidio La Bahia 
(2nd ed., Armstrong Printers, 1984) 
is available through the presidio.  
For current cost and ordering infor
mation, contact the presidio. Look 
for the following books in your li
brary or bookstore: Texian Iliad: A 
Military History of the Texas Revolu
tion by Stephen L. Hardin (Univ. of 
Texas Press, 1994); Spanish Texas, 
1519-1821 by Donald E. Chipman 
(Univ. of Texas Press, 1992); Te
janos and Texas under the Mexican 
Flag by Andres Tijerina (Texas 
A&M Univ. Press, 1994); and The 
Texas Connection with the Amer
ican Revolution by Robert H. Thon
hoff (Eakin Press, 1981).
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Birthplace of Texas Independence

ashington 
-on-the

razos 
State Historical Park



on-the-Brazos State Historical 

Park, a wall of windows looks out on a pas

toral vista of green grass, tall trees, tended flower beds, and vis

itors strolling along a gently curving walkway. In the far left cor

ner of the scene, hardly noticeable in the oak-tree shade, a small 

frame building seems all that remains of a forgotten time.  

If you wish to understand why many Texans revere this quiet 

place as devoutly as they do the Alamo, you must put your imag

ination to work. The displays in the Visitor Center will help. So 

will the park guides who tell the stories of Texas' beginnings and 

of the freedom-lovers who traveled through cold and mud to 

start a new nation.  

Begin at the wall of windows, where three video screens mirror 

the scene outdoors. Then the images change. Empty map grids

suddenly appear on the screens, and slowly fill with identified sites: 

houses, stores, hotels, doctors' offices, a ferry crossing-all of 

which once clusterec just outside. Gaze out the windows once again, 

aid your minr's eye can reconstruct the river town of Washington, 

where shopkeepers, farmers, women, and children all went about 

their business in the 19th Century.  

On the video-screen maps, the small building under the oaks 

finally displays its grand name-Independence Hall. Here, the 

Republic of Texas was born.  

In late winter, early in 1836, 59 men gathered in Washington, 
where La Bahia Road met the muddy Brazos River. Putting their 

lives and the fitures of their families at risk, they composed and 

signed a revolutionary document declaring Texas independent

[FACING PAGE] At sunrise in Washington, the Brazos River looks much as it might have in 1836, when delegates convened here to forge Texas' indepen
dence. For such dangerous business, the town's relatively safe, central location provided escape routes along the then-navigable waterway.  
[ABOVE] A statue of George Campbell Childress, principal author of the Texas Declaration of Independence, stands in front of the Star of the Republic 
Museum. A replica of Independence Hall gives visitors to Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historical Park an idea of where the signers met.
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from Mexico. A reproduc

tion of the tiny frame building 

where this momentous event 

took place recalls both the 

dramatic episode and the aus

terity of the times. Standing now as the heart of Washington-on

the-Brazos State Historical Park, Independence Hall evokes 

neither the drama of the Alamo nor the glory of San Jacinto. Yet 

travelers who seek out this historic spot find it just as moving 

and important as its colorful sister sites.  

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has maintained 

modest facilities at this Texas birthplace since 1949. The Star of 

the Republic Museum, administered by Blinn College in nearby 

Brenham, opened on the park grounds 20 years later, present

ing aspects of life and work during the decade when Texas was 

an independent nation. However, except on the weekend closest 

to March 2, when huge crowds have gathered annually to cele

brate Texas Independence Day, the park lacked the prominence 

that the birthplace of a nation deserved.  

To remedy the situation, in 1991, the parks department, the 

museum, and a very active group of longtime support

ers known as the Washington-on-the-Brazos State Park 

Association, held a "vision summit" to explore ways of height

ening recognition of this important historical site. Their ambi

tious plans included an interpretive center for visitors, expand

[FACING PAGE] A ferry was established at Washington-on-the-Brazos in 1822.  
By 1833, steamships plied the broad Brazos River, which was navigable 
all the way to the Gulf Coast.

In the stark interior of Independence Hall (here, a reproduction), 59 men 
inked their names with quill pens to the Texas Declaration of Independence.  

ed and wheelchair-accessible trails, group meeting facilities, 
classrooms, new signs marking the old town's forgotten 

streets, and a living-history farm recalling the plantation of 

Anson Jones, the Republic's last president, who lived in the 

area for 13 years.  

Just in time for last year's Texas birthday party, most of the 

$6 million facelift had been completed. The gates opened on a 

brand-new and well-deserved era for Washington-on-the-Brazos 

State Historical Park. Crowds gathering in March 1998 discov

ered, along with the usual old-tine festivities, many welcome 

additions and improvements.  

Like the burnishing of a beloved heirloom to its long-forgot

ten sheen, tie renovations and additions at Washington-on-the

Brazos bring new brilliance to this important Texas shrine. A 

beautifully landscaped drive winds past the Star of the Republic 

Museum to the park's handsome new Visitor Center. Here, you 
may begin a self-guided exploration, peruse the gift shop's many 

Texas-related wares and books, and meet a docent for a tour. In 

the center's welcoming foyer, a giant map with descriptive video 

pinpoints the park's highlights. Short films recalling the events 

of 1836 are also screened in the large exhibition hall, which
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offers interactive exhibits, historic letters and documents, arti

facts, and illustrations. All describe the grievances with a 

Mexican government-turned-despotic that drove Texans to 

design a daring plan and put their lives on the line.  

Washington met the criteria demanded by a Constitutional 

Convention: a central location on the well-traveled La Bahia 

Road; accessibility to Texas' established Anglo settlements, yet 

sufficient distance inland to be relatively safe from Mexican 

raids; and easy escape via the then-navigable Brazos River 

should the delegates need to flee. As a bonus, a primitive wood

At the new Visitor Center, you can peruse the gift shop's Texana items and 
books, meet a docent for a tour, or begin your self-guided exploration of 
the park.

en building, thoug z unfinished and cold, came rent-free, thanks 

to a group of Washington businessmen who saw the convention 

as a benefit to the town.  

In 1836, Washington's population numbered about 100.  

For 14 years a ferry had operated across the Brazos. As a 

crossroad for land and water travel, the town, though modest 

and muddy, quickly became an important political and com

mercial center. In 1842, Sam Houston, in his second term 

as president of the Republic, moved the Texas capital to 
Washington, where it remained until 1845. Steam-shipping, 

begun in 1833 as a promising enterprise, continued to thrive.  

With newspapers, churches, and schools, Washington's 

future looked bright. The community's population reached
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nearly 1,000, as it became the commercial focal point of 

Central Texas during a prosperous stretch in the 1850s. But 

the glory days were sho--lived. Within 15 years, the railroad 

had bypassed the town and steam-shipping had ceased.  

Farmland slowly replaced the once-bustling town site.

The Vsitor Center's exhibition hall features interactive exhibits, historic 
documents, artifacts, and illustrations, as well as films that explain the 
events of 1836.  

In 1899, schoolchildren in Brenham collected money and 

erected a monument at Washington to commemorate the sign

ing of the Texas Declaration of Independence. The stone 

obelisk stands near Independence Hall. Though the town had 

virtually disappeared, the idea for a place of remembrance 

grew. In 1915, the Young Men's Business Association of 

Brenham persuaded the Texas Legislature to buy some 50 

acres of land where the historic village had once stood, and the 

following year the state park came into being. The site experi

enced iincremental growth over the years as more land was

acquired. Anson Jones' home was moved from the site of his 

nearby plantation, Barrington, and restored on park grounds in 

1936. Independence Hall, which had burned to the ground 

before the turn of the century, was faithfully reconstructed in 

1969 under the guidance of Texas restoration architect Raiford 

Stripling, and on Texas In

dependence Day, March 2, 
1970, the Star of the Repub

lic Museum opened.  

The town, however, re

mained lost to the ravages of 

time. Until now. As part of 

the recent additions, a new 

interpretive trail leads visi

tors along Washington's 

Ferry Street, through the 

old town site and down to 

the landing on the Brazos 

River. While Washington 

- will always remain a phan

tom village, brand-new 

interpretive signage makes 

it easy to visualize how it 

must have appeared dur

ing the 1830s and 1840s. As 

you gaze across the grassy 

emptiness, your imagina

tion goes to work once 

again. Bright signs define 

the layout of streets and 

give them names. Like 

simple maps, they locate 

:he sites of homes and businesses where early settlers 

lived and worked. Here stood a boardinghouse, there a store, 

a hotel, a tavern. Samuel Heath ran a carpenter's shop. Noah 

Byars repaired guns for military volunteers in his gun 

shop nearby.  

You can explore Independence Hall with a guide who will 

transport you back to 1836. Try to imagine yourself as a delegate 

to :he March convention. How will you react when you hear 

"I am besieged," William Barret Travis' heart-stopping mes

sage from the Alamo? His desperate words stun you. The 

message continues: "I have sustained a continual bombardment 

and cannonade for 24 hours.... The enemy has demanded a 

surrender.... I have answered the demand with a cannon shot,

March 1999 23



-

and our flag still waves proudly from the walls. I shall never 

surrender nor retreat...." Fired by Sam Houston's determined 

commitment ("Independence is declared; it 

must be maintained."), how will you explain 

:c your frightened family the imminent dan

ger your actions here have caused? 

Move ahead into the days of the Republic as 

you visit the reconstructed Anson Jones 

Kitchen, an outbuilding where docents demon

strate early-Texans' living styles and cooking 

techniques. Imagine the heat of the open fire on 

a midsummer day! Smell the "hoppin' John" 

cooking in an iron pot, and have a taste of this 

rice, peas, and fatback staple of the settlers' diet.  

Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historical 

Park will continue to develop over the com

ing years. Tom Scaggs, who manages the 

complex, calls it "a work in progress" and 

credits the Washington-on-the-Brazos State 

Park Association with realizing the dream 

of gaining for Washington the attention 

it deserves.  

On a broad plain below the town site, 

Anson Jones' home, recently relocated once 

again and temporarily closed to the public, 
stands surrounded by outbuildings and fer

tile fields. It will reopen in 2000 as the cen

terpiece of the Barrington Living History 

Farm, a scaled-down version of Jones' planta

:ion. Farm manager Bill Irwin says the work

ing farm will be an authentic re-creation.

Even the chickens, hogs, and beef cattle will be breeds that were 

common in the days of the Republic. Guides in period costume 

will demonstrate the use of early farm tools, and the gardens 

will produce fruits and vegetables that Anson Jones himself 

would recognize.  

In other parts of the park, trails have already been improved 

for wheelchair accessibility and easy hiking through the town 

and into the woods. A convention center with an education wing 

hosts students and other visiting groups. The pecan grove 

alongside the river's newly stabilized banks shades an imagina

tive playground and a spacious picnic area.  

[LEFr] New interpretive trails guide visitors through the phantom village of 
Washington and to the old landing on the Brazos River.  

[BELow] At the reconstructed Anson Jones Kitchen, docents demonstrate 
early Texans' living styles and open-fire cooking techniques. Jones, the 
Republic's last president, lived in the area for 13 years.
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Star of the Republic Museum captures 

the park's spirit of renewal, focusing on how 

people lived, worked, and governed during 

the years when Texas was a nation. In the 

80-seat theater, a film narrated by Bill 

Moyers paints a vivid picture of the huge 

republic, "whose only assets were its lands 

and the determination of its people." While 

familiar figures such as Sam Houston, 
Mirabeau B. Lamar, and Anson Jones have 

their deserved places in the museum's 

exhibits, so, too, do the common people of 

early Texas who courageously carried on 

their day-to-day lives.  

"History really is all about ordinary people 

in extraordinary times," says education cura

tor Lisa Kalmus. Such as Mary Maverick, 
whose vivid diary details a life that endured 

the loss of four of her 10 children. Doctors 

who traveled by horseback armed with cas

tor oil and calomel to conquer influenza, yel

low fever, and complicated childbirth. Cotton

o reach Washington-on-the
Brazos State Historical Park, 
take US 290 (east from Austin 

or west from Houston) 
to Brenham. From mr 
Brenham, take Texas 
105 east for 14 miles, WASHINGTN A 

turn right on FM 912, 
and drive 3 miles to the a ndenc F 

park. Or travel Texas 6 La Bahia 
to Navasota, take Tex- H.y 50 

as 105 west for 7 miles, 5 

and turn left on FM Brenham 

1155, which takes you T ;, ppell 

to the park. 36____ 

Hours: Daily 8 a.m.
sundown. Park admission: Free. Visitor 
Center hours: Daily 9-5. Admission: Free.  
Guided tours of Independence Hall and 
the Anson Jones Kitchen cost $4 for 
adults, students with ID $2, free age 5 
and younger. Write to Washington-on
the-Brazos State Historical Park, Box 
305, Washington 77880; 409/878-2214.  

Star of the Republic Museum, 
on the park grounds, opens daily 10-5.  
Write to Box 317, Washington 77880;

409/878-2461. Admission: $4, students 
with ID $2, free age 5 and younger.  
A combination ticket for a park tour 

and museum admis
g mELU YGRAPHICS sion is $6, $3 for 

ege Station" (?p 
Navasota e students, free age 5 

To TE and younger. Admis
Wa PAsion for a family of 

" 

t 

2 adults and up to 

5 children costs $15.  

S 5Special group tours 
may be arranged. The 
park and museum are 

ston wheelchair accessible.  
mpstead6 6 

Events 

The park's 1999 
Texas Independence Day Celebration is 
Feb. 27-28. Activities include living-his
tory demonstrations, period music, and 
artisans demonstrating traditional crafts.  

Star of the Republic Museum sponsors 
April Folk Weekends, featuring demon
strators of various crafts and skills.  

A Junior Ranger/Pioneer Camp 
for ages 6-11 is held Wed.-Fri. through
out July, with different activities on 
each day.

Star of the Republic Museum, administered by Blinn College in Brenham, 
presents aspects of life, work, and politics during the decade when Texas 
was an independent nation.  

farmers battling army worms and hoping their prayers for rain 

would not result in catastrophic overabundance. Rivermen chal

lenged by springtime floods and late-summer sandbars. Merchants 

whose supplies were as unpredictable as road and river conditions.

"You will find something heroic in any of these people," 

Lisa says. "Just surviving from day to day was an accom

plishment we can hardly imagine." 

A new Discovery Room, the first of a number of innovative 

museum projects, provides hands-on activities for adults as well 

as youngsters. Here, you might don homespun clothes, try your 

hand at branding, or make a "thaumatrope," a wonderful optical

illusion toy on a string. Explore a doctor's medicine case and 
learn surprising treatments, such as using a "mad stone" to 
combat rabies. Exhibits here will change often. "Over time, our 

audience can let us know what they want to see, and we'll do our 

best to meet their interests," Lisa says.  

Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historical Park, with its res

ident Star of the Republic Museum, vividly documents the story 

of Texas' beginnings. To the drama of the Alamo and the victo

ry at San Jacinto, it adds the lives and hearts of the people who 

first set about fulfilling the Texas dream. * 

CANDACE LESLIE of Bryan wrote about the George Bush Presidential 
Library and Museum for the February 1998 issue. She has enjoyed see
ing Washington-on-the-Brazos get the recognition it deserves.
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HE CREATION of compelling photographic imagery 
usually requires, or at least begins with, what photogra
phers term "great light." Indeed, most successful land

scape photographers count on finding appropriate subject matter, 
composing an image, and then waiting to expose the film only 
when the lighting conditions reach an absolute peak.  

But some photographers, preferring not to be tied to the va
garies of nature, choose instead to create images with man-made 
light. We're all familiar with the use of electronic flash to illumi
nate those significant (and insignificant) moments in our lives.  
The flash allows us to make a photograph in lighting conditions 
ranging from good to near-darkness. However, a less familiar 
use of the electronic flash allows the photographer to control the 
illumination of the subject, either partially or entirely.  

With this technique, the photographer might wield the light 
the flash emits in much the same way an artist employs a brush 

to apply paint: stroke by stroke (flash by flash), slowly forming 
the image, until the creator achieves the desired effect. Photogra
phers call the use of flash in this fashion "painting with light." 

The distinctive, light-painted imagery of Michael Frye first 
crossed my light table in July 1997, when he sent us a small 
selection of photographs taken in Hueco Tanks State Historical 
Park. Although we had recently covered the site, Michael's 
unusual views of the park merited serious attention. We chose 
to run his image of rock paintings in Comanche Cave in "Window 
on Texas" in the October 1997 issue.  

Much of Michael's other work, though extremely interesting 
and beautiful, didn't qualify for the magazine since the subject 
matter lay outside Texas. It wasn't until months later, when editor 
Jack Lowry and I were discussing how we might share Michael's 
work with our readers, that we settled upon the idea of asking 
him to photograph a number of familiar Texas icons. Discussions 
with Michael revealed his keen interest in such a project, and 
last November, he flew to Texas from his home in Yosemite, 
California, for a whirlwind tour of the Lone Star State.  

Michael began working in Amarillo, on the heels of a six-inch 
rainfall that had left much of the area soggy. Over the next two 
weeks, rain continued to dog him as he photographed in Midland, 
Fort Davis, San Angelo, Austin, San Antonio, Houston, and Dallas.  
But with the exception of his attempt to photograph the Texas 
State Railroad (rained out two nights in a row), the showers didn't 
deter Michael from setting up his camera on a tripod and illumi
nating everything on our lengthy list. Since he shoots at dusk, 
dawn, and night, the weather doesn't affect his work as it would 
that of a different sort of photographer. Rather, it heightens the 
sense of mystery he tries to capture on film.  

Using two or three flashes, colored gelatin filters, and numer
ous rolls of film, Michael assembled a collection of Texas images 
we find refreshingly different. We hope you, too, enjoy Michael 
Frye's light-painted handiwork. -Michael A. Murphy

[ABOVE] Dome of the Hobby-Eberly 

telescope, with car taillights, at 
McDonald Observatory, Fort Davis 

[FACING PAGE, TOP] The Alamo, 
San Antonio 

[RIGHT] Silhouetted soldier at dusk, 
Fort Concho, San Angelo 

[FACING PAGE, FAR RIGHT] Rippled 
sand dune, Padre Island National 

Seashore
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[RIGHT] Plains sunflowers at dawn, 
Monahans Sondhills State Park, 
Monnam 

LiAki uvi, LLI ( ('tld miioor ratd 

ocotillo, Big i ii Naoinl Parv 

[BELOW, RIGHT] YUCCa, fog, and 

NntionmBonk Building, Dalla
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[ABOVE] Oil pumpjack at night, 
Midland 

[ABOVE, RIGHT] Mercury-Redstone 

rocket, NASA Johnson Space Center, 
Clear Lake 

[RIGHT] Windmill at dawn. Amarillo

MICHAEL FRYE has traveled throughout North America to photograph wildlife, landscapes, and the 
wilderness at night. He is currently working on two major projects: photographing Native American 
rock art and our national parks. He lives in Yosemite, California, with his wife, Claudia, and their eight
year-old son, Kevin.
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different environments thrive side by side

ary Catherine Johnston, a teacher 
at Kountze Middle School, prepares 
sixth grade students for field trips to the 
nearby Roy E. Larsen Sandyland Sanc
tuary by asking, "Would you believe it if 
I told you we have a desert just outside 
the city limits?" 

The answer is always the same, a 
resounding "No way!" 

In a region where folks refer to the 
torrential rains as "frog stranglers" and 
where the terms "bog" and "slough" occur 
in conversation as frequently as "football" 
and "fried pie," the chorus of denials about 
a desert-like environment in the heart of 
the Big Thicket isn't surprising.  

What astounds students, ecologists, 
naturalists, and others who come to 
spend the day strolling the trails at the 
so-called "arid sandylands" of southeast 
Texas, are the cacti, yuccas, and other 
desert-loving species found in this 5,618
acre sanctuary.  

The desert-like environment at Sandyland 
Sanctuary, which supports yuccas and cacti, is 
10,000 to 20,000 years old.

"On just one short hike, visitors can 
see a variety of Big Thicket ecosystems," 
says Ike McWhorter, director of The 
Nature Conservancy of Texas' Piney 
Woods program. "The arid sandylands 
form the largest part of the sanctuary, 
but you can also explore beech-magnolia 
forests, baygalls, and flood-plain forests." 

The unusual mingling of desert and 
bog, creek bank and forest, in the sanc
tuary accounts for an amazing diversity 
of flora. Approximately 800 kinds of 
plants, from reindeer moss, a lichen 
found on the Arctic tundra, to mayhaw 
trees (source of the Deep South deli
cacy mayhaw jelly), contribute to the 
verdant mosaic.  

Some naturalists believe the sanctu
ary's arid sandylands hold a greater vari
ety of wildflowers than any other part of 
the Big Thicket. That's saying a lot-the 
Big Thicket, which includes the sprawl
ing Big Thicket National Preserve, har

bors at least 10 ecosystems. The tally at 
Sandyland so far: more than 340 species.  
Spring-blooming beauties that color the 

trails include lyre-leaf sage, soft-green 
eyes, Texas toadflax, woolly-white, blue
eyed grass, spiderwort, coral bean, 
Texas vervain, Carolina larkspur, and 
butterfly weed. Fall encores the show 

with brown-eyed Susan, white firewheel, 
goldenrod, gayfeather, and others.  

More than 100 species of birds nest in 
and migrate through the sanctuary, 
which was recently designated as a site 
on The Great Texas Coastal Birding 
Trail. The winged creatures share the 
setting with 28 kinds of reptiles, 18 types 
of amphibians, and nearly two dozen 

[RIGHT] The longest of the sanctuary's three 
hiking paths, the four-mile Sandhill Trail, leads 
to this oasis, called Triple Ponds, where you'll 
find three types of wetland environments.  
Water tupelo and bald cypress thrive here.

b\)
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of desert and bog, creek bank and forest, in

the sanctuary accounts for an amazing diversity of flora.  

800 kinds of plants contribute to the verdant mosaic.
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Delicate pink blooms of the globally-endangered Texas trailing phlox appear at Sandyland Sanctuary 
in springtime. One of only three sites in Texas where the wildflower occurs naturally, the preserve 
now has a phlox population of some 400 plants.

species of mammals, including white
tailed deer, red foxes, and coyotes.  

Named for a longtime conservationist 
who served as vice-chairman of Time, 
Inc., the Roy E. Larsen Sandyland Sanc
tuary sits between Texas 327 on the south 
and Farm-to-Market Road 418 on the 
north. The bulk of the preserve cozies up 
to the east side of Village Creek, a tribu
tary of the Neches River whose winding 
curves and sun-dappled sandbanks lure 
canoeists from all over Texas.  

The sanctuary was established in 
1977 when Time, Inc. and Temple
Eastex, a forestry products company, 
gave the original 2,138 acres of land to

Approximately

The Nature Conservancy, the private 
international land-conservation organi
zation dedicated to preserving ecologi
cal diversity. The Conservancy's Texas 
chapter manages the land, along with 
dozens of other Texas preserves.  

In 1978, Sandyland Sanctuary 
gained 40 more acres, thanks to the 
Gulf States Utilities Company, and in 
1994, Temple Inland, Inc. more than 
doubled the size of the preserve with 
a gift of a conservation easement of 
3,158 acres.  

"That great grant included 380 acres 
of superb bottomland forest," says Ike 
McWhorter. The moist bottomlands, 
added to the arid sandylands, signifi
cantly enriched the diversity of plant 
and animal life accessible to the public.  

But how did these strange, desert
like spots arise in the boggy Big 
Thicket? 

The late Dr. Saul Aronow, a longtime 
professor of geology at Lamar Uni
versity and an authority on the Big 
Thicket soils, explained it this way: 
"Some 10,000 to 20,000 years ago, in 
the late Pleistocene to early Holocene 
times, the streams we know as the 
Neches River and Village Creek cut 
through the flood plains and deposited 
quantities of sand and small gravel to 
create the terraces forming the arid 
sandylands." 

Today, naturalists who study the 
sanctuary's landforms appreciate Dr.  
Aronow's observation that "the often 
dry, sandy soils here have probably been 
reworked by the wind fairly recently, 
perhaps during the droughts of the 
1930s, and during times of low rainfall 
over the past several thousand years."

[LEFr] Twisted, pale green strands of Spanish moss drape many of the sanctuary's trees.  
[FACING PAGE] Texas' biologically rich Big Thicket region boasts its own species of prickly pear cac
tus, Opuntia compressa, which grows smaller and closer to the ground than varieties in Central, 
South, and West Texas.  
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IiIIIIl _L hII!I gI NII' of roots and vines, the narrow footpath weaves 

between pools of black-tinted water and chartreuse carpets of sphagnum 

moss. A chorus of frogs welcomes the morning from the murky oasis.

You can begin your explorations of the 
sandylands as early as sunrise. Three 
trails of varying lengths and offerings 
share the same trailhead as the area 
called the Pavilion, a tree-studded mead
ow occupying a high bluff overlooking 
Village Creek.  

"Oldtimers called this spot 'Blue Jack,' 
for the blue-jack oaks growing along the 
creek bank," says Wendy Ledbetter, sci
ence coordinator for the Piney Woods

region of The Nature Conservancy.  
"Blue jack is a small, scrubby species 
that indicates very dry soil. People also 
call the plant sandjack." 

For birdwatchers, a stop at the regis
tration box, at the trailhead near the 
Pavilion, yields a free flier listing year
round residents, as well as migrant 
birds such as olive-sided flycatchers, 
Swainson's thrush, and the spectac
ular rose-breasted grosbeak. The check-

A ~ ~ 
~ 

/

Village Creek, a tributary of the Neches River, flows for eight miles through the center of Sandyland 
Sanctuary. Blue herons, kingfishers, turtles, and beavers make the creek their home.

[FACING PAGE] Bald cypresses thrive along the 
banks of Village Creek.  

list pinpoints the most common places 
to spot each bird-baygalls, flood 
plains, uplands, ponds, open sky-and 
indicates how commonly sightings 
occur and in which seasons. Here, 
too, you'll find trail maps, a profile of 
the preserve, and a guide to the pre

serve's trails.  
The Interpretive Loop, 

the shortest (not quite a 
mile) and the least de
manding of the three treks, 
appeals to strollers wishing 
to sample several ecosys
tems. Fifteen trail mark

ers correspond to a list in 

;."the guide.  
thLeaving the Pavilion, 
hikers walk along a 

r a> moist, shady bluff. On the 
left a dense stand of 
loblolly pines and hard
woods-Southern mag

nolia, American beech, 
sweetgum, and Allegheny 
chinquapin-frames a 
sloping ridge that plunges 
to the swampy bottom

lands of Village Creek.  
On the right, dry sands 
supporting scrub-oak and 

W, cactus form a hangout for 

birds, especially the Caro
lina chickadee, tufted tit
mouse, pine warbler, and 
red-eyed vireo.  

Early spring brings a 
special gift. "The bluffs 
light up with flowering 
dogwoods," notes Wendy 

b Ledbetter. Wild azalea, 
another showy bloomer that bedecks 
and perfumes the understory, unfurls its
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here. After it rains, the tracks of the nine-

banded armadillo, eastern cottontail, fox squirrel, and white-tailed 

deer form their unique hieroglyphics in the sand.

ethereal pink and white blooms about the 
same time as the dogwoods.  

Ahead, past a sharp veer to the right, 
the verdant canopy opens, exposing hik
ers to sky, white sand, and the peculiari
ties of desert habitat, including scores of 
hairy, ground-hugging plants. Scientists 
say that the hairs, such as those found 
on the long, narrow leaves of spiderwort, 
or on the densely matted foliage of wild 
buckwheat, help plants conserve mois
ture in dry environments. Prickly pear 
cactus, another master of adaptation, 
also grows here. (Cactus has evolved its 
leaves into spines in order to conserve 
moisture and thrive.) The Big Thicket's 
own species of prickly pear, Opuntia 
compressa, grows smaller and closer to 
the ground than its cousins in Central, 
South, and West Texas.  

As you might expect, wildlife also 
flourishes here. After it rains, the tracks of 
the nine-banded armadillo, eastern cot

tontail, fox squirrel, and white-tailed

deer form their unique hieroglyphics in 
the sand. A keen eye might also detect 
the imprint of a scurrying roadrunner, a 
terrestrial bird that finds the arid envi
ronment to his liking. Red-shouldered 
hawks announce their presence in the 
sky with piercing screams. At dusk, visi
tors sometimes mistake the call of the 
chuck-will's-widow-a ground-nesting 
species abundant at the preserve-for 
that of a whippoorwill.  

Farther on, the trail descends under 
a dense canopy of water oaks, tupelo, 
holly, and laurel oaks as it leads visitors 
into the heart of a Big Thicket baygall, a 
wetland community named for the gall
berry holly, sweet bay, and red bay trees 
that thrive here. Amid the dark, dank 
tangle of roots, vines, and massive, 
decomposing snags, the narrow footpath 
weaves between pools of black-tinted 
water and chartreuse carpets of sphag
num moss. Ferns, orchids, and carnivo
rous plants grow here. A chorus of

Canoe outfitters in nearby Kountze and Silsbee can provide the ideal vehicle for taking in Village 
Creek's beauty-and most offer shuttle service back to your car.

frogs-up to 10 species-welcomes the 
morning from the murky oasis.  

"Baygalls evolve from ponds through 
a process called succession," explains 
Ike McWhorter. First, he says, water 
collects in a low-lying area. Then, grassy 
plants, including sedges and spike rush
es, spring up in the shallows. Titi, wax 
myrtle, gallberry holly, and other water
tolerant shrubs and small trees form the 
next concentric band. Gradually, as the 
pond fills in with organic matter, soil 
density increases. Eventually, baygalls 
can support trees.  

On the outskirts of the baygall, sum
mer visitors discover white azalea, a 
native beauty whose blooms seem to 
float above its foliage. Elliott's blueberry 
and deerberry populate the trail-side 
thicket, their savory fruits attracting 
birds and four-footed critters.  

Flower-lovers enjoy the cornucopia of 

blooms that dot the floor of the longleaf 
pine forest along the next portion of trail 
and in other locales at Sandyland. At 
least one globally endangered species
Texas trailing phlox-and about a dozen 

that are uncommon to southeastern 

Texas, share the site with verbena, coral 

bean, and other common flowers.  

"Texas trailing phlox is only known to 

occur naturally in three sites in Texas," 
says Wendy Ledbetter. "The population 
at Sandyland is the only natural protect
ed population in the world." A 20-year 

program of prescribed fires, to eliminate 
invader species, plus selective clearing, 
has enabled the low-growing treasure to 
increase its numbers from nine plants to 

a whopping 400 or more specimens.  

The longest trek in the sanctuary, the 
four-mile Sandhill Trail, splits from the 
Interpretive Loop near Marker 8, then 

heads north through territory dominated 
by longleaf pine, oak, hickory, bluestem 
grass, and wildflowers. A confluence of 

ponds-dubbed Triple Ponds-reached
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after the trail loops to the east, is a popu
lar site for biology classes studying phas
es of wetlands evolution. One pond is rel
atively deep and open; the second sup
ports sedges; the third boasts trees that 
tolerate wet feet-bald cypress and water 
tupelo, to name two.  

A different domain awaits explorers 
who set out on the Floodplain Trail, a 
primitive path that descends the craggy 
bank of Village Creek from near Marker 
4 on the Interpretive Loop. For nearly 
three miles, the old cattle path weaves 
through moss-hung swamps populated 
by enormous bald cypress, wide-bot
tomed water tupelo, and an array of other 
water-loving plants. "This trail is best dur
ing dry periods," cautions Wendy. "Heavy 
rains inundate the flood plain, which 
means the trail will be very slippery, or 
sometimes completely under water." 

Shere are ways to enjoy Sandyland 
Sancuaryother than by foot.  

Silsbee native and Sanctuary volun

teer Edward Dominguez prefers 
enjoying the environment here by canoe.  

"I've glided down Village Creek for 25 
years," says Edward, who logged some 
of his most memorable trips with his two 
kids while they were growing up. "It's 
hard to beat the eight-mile float through 
the sandylands." 

An adventure by canoe begins on the 
north edge of the preserve, at the public 
boat ramp on Farm Road 418. (You can 
rent canoes from numerous nearby busi
nesses.) Spring sojourners enjoy the var
ied shades of green as the creek mean
ders through some of the Big Thicket's 
lushest woodlands, just budding back to 
life. Lofty, heavily wooded banks-up 
to 30 feet high-rise over many of the 
bends. At various points along the way, 
snow-white sandbars invite a stop for a 
picnic or a quick dip in the cool waters.  
Youngsters who explore the sandy shore
line often discover turtle tracks or the 
wiggle path of a water snake.  

Wildlife accompanies canoeists at 
every turn, Edward says. Blue herons, 
wading in the shallows, scare up, then 
fly ahead of you only to light again.  
Kingfishers perch on low-hanging limbs,

o reach the Roy E. Larsen 
Sandyland Sanctuary, in Hardin 
County, drive north from Beau

mont or south from Kountze, on 
US 69/287 to Texas 327, 
and turn east. Just as you 
cross Village Creek, watch 
for the sign on the north villa 

side of the road. The sanc
tuary opens daily from sun- Kountze 

rise to sunset. After heavy RY E YLA 

rains, the Floodplain Trail SAtTUA 

may be inaccessible, and BIGTHICKET 

muddy spots may be en- PRESRVEL 

countered on the Interpre- 3 To 

tive Loop. Year round, it's a 
good idea to bring bottled water and 
insect repellent. Admission: Free. Not 
wheelchair accessible.  

The trail map, the bird list, specifics 
on becoming a volunteer, and information 
on group tours, canoe rentals (with shut
tle service), and nearby campgrounds are 
available from The Nature Conservancy 
of Texas office, at 1250 Hwy. 96 South in 
Silsbee. Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5. The mailing 
address is Box 909, Silsbee 77656; 409/ 
385-0445. Web site: wwwtnc.org/texas.  

Other Area Attractions 
The Big Thicket National Preserve 

offers hiking and camping opportunities 

waiting to snatch an unwary minnow or 
other aquatic delicacy. Turtles bask on 
partly submerged logs.  

Although visitors rarely spot beaver, 
signs of their nocturnal handiwork
felled saplings and gathered limbs
often appear at water's edge.  

"On a recent night trip, I heard what 
sounded like chunks of concrete hitting 
the water," Edward recalls with a smile.  
"It was a beaver slapping his tail on the 
surface to sound a warning." 

Most canoeists who begin their 
excursion by 9 a.m. glide to the take-out 
on Texas 327 by mid-afternoon. The trip 
occasionally requires a few portages 
around spots dammed by forest debris.  

Edward's enthusiasm for the natural 
wonders of Village Creek and Sandyland 
Sanctuary recently brought a chuckle 
and wave from a father and son canoeing

galore. Visit or write to the Big Thicket 
Information Station, 2912 FM 420, 
Kountze 77625 (open Thu-Tue 9-5, Wed 
10:30-5); 409/246-2337. You can also write 

to the BTNP Head
KET quarters, 3785 
AL Milam, Beaumont 

ek 92 77701; 409/839-2689.  

Village Creek 
mO State Park, near 

" Kirbyville 
Si beeSilsbee, offers 

7 canoeing, hiking, 

9n ANN swimming, and 
ton ANCTARY camping. Write to 

mont L Box 8575, Lumber
ton 77657; 409/ 

755-7322. For rates and reservations at 
this and all other Texas state parks, call 
512/389 -8900.

Books 
Look for the following books in your 

local library or bookstore: 

Nature Lover's Guide to the Big Thicket 
by Howard Peacock (Texas A&M Univ.  
Press, 1994), Wild Flowers of the Big 
Thicket by Geyata Agilvsgi (Texas A&M 
Univ. Press, 1979), The Nature of Texas, 
edited by Howard Peacock (Texas A&M 
Univ. Press, 1990), and The Big Thicket, 
An Ecological Reevaluation by Pete A.Y.  
Gunner (Univ. of Texas Press, 1993).  

on the creek. Edward and a group of other 
volunteers were taking a lunch break on a 
high terrace when the pair glided around 
a bend below. Unaware of the observers 
on the ridge, the father had turned to 
the boy and said, "Just listen to these 
birds... just look at these trees in the sun
shine. Son, like the TV commercial says, 
it doesn't get any better than this." 

"Oh, yes, it does!" called out Edward 
from above. "Just wait'til you get around 
the next curve in the creek!"* 

Long-in-the-tooth author HOWARD PEACOCK 
of Woodville and writer DIANE MOREY SITI7N 
of Colmesneil are collaborating on a feature 
for Texas Highways about the Big Thicket's 
rich heritage of folk medicine.  

Freelance photographer LAURENCE PAR
ENT enjoys hiking, bicycling, and exploring 
Texas' little-known scenic byways.
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LO N G the roadways leading to Nacogdoches in springtime, mature 

pines tower over stands of spindly offspring and patches of flowering dogwoods.  

Beneath the white canopies of dogwood blossoms, verdant ferns unfurl like fans from 

the earth's pine-needle carpet. Gentle hills with green meadows, grazed by sleek, fat 
cows, stretch between the forested vistas.  

In the historical Washington Square area of town, cascades of lavender wisteria 

perfume the air, and blazes of azaleas hug the wraparound porches of Victorian and 

Greek Revival homes. A Caddo Indian mound in the front yard of one residence speaks 

of a culture that predated Washington Square society by centuries.  

Scenic beauty, stately architecture, complex history, and a cache of colorful sto

ries, along with a citizenry eager to share them, support Nacogdoches' claim of being 

"a town as unique as its name."

nce upon a time in the 16th 
Century, a Caddo Indian chief 
living near the Sabine River 

sent his twin sons out to establish tribes 
of their own. One trekked "... three days 
journey into the rising sun, and the oth
er, three days journey into the setting 

sun." Thus were born the settlements of 
Nacogdoches, Texas, and Natchitoches, 
Louisiana. Dr. Jere Jackson, a professor 

of history at Stephen E Austin State 
University, believes this local legend 
arose from the two towns being an equal 
distance from the Sabine River. "The

similar names," Dr. Jackson says, "proba
bly resulted from two different cultures 
-the French and the Spanish-trying to 
pronounce the same Indian name." 

In 1716, to combat French encroach
ment into its territory, Spain authorized 
the establishment of six missions in 
East Texas, including one at Nacogdo
ches. In 1772, nine years after France 
ceded Louisiana to Spain, Spanish au
thorities ordered the missions closed 
(among other reasons, they were cost
ly to maintain and no longer needed for 
protection from the French) and ban-

ished East Texas settlers to San Antonio.  
Spanish rancher and trader Antonio Gil 
Y'Barbo, called the father of modern-day 
Nacogdoches, led the exodus of some 
200 settlers. Later, with permission, he 
brought the group back as far east as the 
Trinity River. In 1779, to escape Indian 
raids and flooding, he led the return to 
Nacogdoches. That's when he laid out 
the town's Plaza Principal (main square) 
and built a two-story Spanish colonial 
stone residence near the crossroads of La 
Calle del Norte (now Business US 59/ 
North Street) and El Camino Real, the 
Old San Antonio Road (now Texas 21).  

A ppealing year 

round, one of Texas' 

oldest towns proves 

especially enticing 

in spring.  

Gil Y'Barbo's stone house in later 
years became a grocery store, a candy 
store, and the place where Texas' first 
newspaper, Gaceta de Tejas, was set in 
type. Leaders of three short-lived insur
rections (Augustus Magee and Jose 
Bernardo Gutierrez de Lara; Dr. James 
Long; and Haden Edwards) occupied 
the structure and hoisted flags of inde
pendence there before Texas finally 
became a republic. The building's final 
incarnation, as the Old Stone Fort Sa
loon, led to its permanent nickname, the 
Stone Fort. Demolished to make way for 

[FACING PAGE] Springtime in Nacogdoches brings 
an extravaganza of red, white, and blue, as aza
leas, dogwood, and wisteria explode with color.  
[ABOVE] Visitors can tour Old Nacogdoches 
University by arrangement with the city's Con
vention and Visitors Bureau. Chartered by the 
Republic of Texas, the university erected this 
building in 1859, only to see the Civil War end 
its mission.
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Several denominations have worshipped at Old North Church, one of the state's oldest Protestant 
churches. The present building dates to 1852.

a drugstore in 1902, it was rebuilt (on 
Washington Square) in 1907, only to be 
razed again. The present Stone Fort Mu
seum, on the grounds of Stephen F. Aus
tin State University, was reconstructed 
in 1936 using some of the original stones.  

similarly rich vein of history 

winds through the brick-paved 
streets of downtown Nacogdo

ches, weaving past cemeteries, church
es, houses, and public buildings, five of 
which are listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places. A self-guided walk
ing tour brochure available at the Vis
itors Center on the plaza describes 15 
notable landmarks, including the Sterne
Hoya House.  

"Wouldn't it be great if these walls 
could talk!" remark visitors to the Sterne
Hoya House, one of the oldest frame 
dwellings in the state. "In a sense, they 
do," responds director Dianna Smith, 
"because Mr. Sterne kept a daily journal 
from about 1840 on into the 1850s." 

Nicholas Adolphus Sterne, a promi
nent German immigrant, built the home 
about 1828 for his bride, Eva Catherine 
Rosine Ruff. His journal, together with a 
1923 Houston Chronicle interview with

\en an angry Groucho 

began slinging wisecracks 

about the town, the laughter 

they provoked led the Marx 

Brothers to switch to comedy.  

Charles, one of the Sternes' seven chil
dren, substantiates the legends asso
ciated with the homestead. For ex
ample, Sam Houston, a close friend of 
the Sternes, was baptized into the Cath
olic faith in the home's parlor.  

Cherokee Indian Chief Bowles signed 
a neutrality agreement in the Sterne par
lor at the beginning of the Texas Revolu
tion-and therein lies a tale: Because of 
the beauty and prominence of a marble
topped table in the center of the room, 
Chief Bowles assumed it was a seat of 
honor and hopped atop it. Aghast, Eva 
called Adolphus out of the room and 
urged, "Get him off my table-he's 
going to break it." Her husband replied,

"If that table is what it will take to get 
this treaty signed, he's going to stay!" 

Eva remained in the house for 17 years 
following her husband's death in 1852, 
then sold it to another German immi
grant, Joseph von der Hoya, a farmer 
with large local landholdings. In 1958, 
Mr. Hoya's granddaughters donated it to 
the city.  

Also gracing the Washington Square 
district is the building that once housed 
the only college chartered by the Texas 
Republic. Old Nacogdoches University 
first opened in 1845 and occupied sever
al sites before moving into a permanent, 
four-columned brick structure in 1859.  
The cupola of the two-story Greek Re
vival-style edifice shelters a bronze bell 
inscribed "Nacogdoches University, 
1859." In winter, 12 fireplaces burned a 
cord of wood every two or three days to 
warm the ample spaces created by lofty 
ceilings (12 feet high downstairs, 16 feet 
upstairs). The Civil War preempted the 
university's agenda and led to the build
ing's conversion into a Confederate hos-

Owner Aubrey Cooper serves scrumptious 
down-home cooking daily at Aubrey's Cafe, 
on Main Street.
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pital; during Reconstruction, the Union 

Army commandeered it as a regimental 
headquarters. The Federation of Wom
en's Clubs now oversees ongoing resto
ration of the landmark.  

For those who prefer a guided excur
sion peppered with historical tidbits you 
won't find in a brochure, Gateway to 
Texas Tours fills the bill. Guide and co
owner Judy Hale explains the history of, 
for example, the Mahdeen Company 
Building, at 204 East Pilar. "Back in the 
1920s," she says, "a barber named Need
ham came to Nacogdoches. He invented 
a hair tonic that was wonderful... people 
just loved it... so he built this building 
and manufactured the tonic on the third 
floor. Some of the big vats and old bot
tles are still there. It was real popular to 
spell things backwards in those days, so 
instead of calling the hair tonic Need
ham, he called it Mahdeen." 

In Nacogdoches, colorful commen

tary isn't confined to tour guides. Local 
humorist Bob Murphey, like a magician 
with scarves, pulls a string of stories 

from his unending supply. Take the one 
about the Marx Brothers' appearance at 
the old Opera House in the 1920s. Dur
ing the show, says Bob, "A runaway 
mule pulling a wagon took off through 
downtown. When folks came into the 
theater whooping and hollering ahead of 
the mule, a lot of the men got up and 
went outside to investigate." The dis
ruption infuriated the Marx Brothers, 
particularly Groucho, who started sling
ing wisecracks like "Nacogdoches is

The Stone Fort Mu
seum, on the cam
pus of Stephen F.  
Austin State Uni
versity, replicates 
(with some of the 
original stones) 
the residence built 
in 1779 by Antonio 
Gil Y'Barbo, con
sidered the father 
of modern-day 
Nacogdoches.  

full of cockroaches." The laughs they 
got "led the brothers to switch from 
Shakespeare to comedy, changing the 
course of their career," says Bob, who 

adds that Groucho himself confirmed 
the incident on several occasions during 
his lifetime.  

Bob, formerly a district attorney and 
sergeant-at-arms for the Texas House of 
Representatives, still maintains a law 
office downtown. But he 
spends much of his time on 
the speaking circuit spout
ing his humorous anecdotes.  
Another sample: "Nacog
doches is the birthplace of 
the zip code. Nobody could 
spell our town, so they just 
gave us a number. When 
we got ours, every town in 

the country wanted one.  
Jealousy, you know..." And 
when Dr. Jere Jackson the 
historian notes that "Cattle 
drives going from Mexico 
to the American Revolution 
came through Nacogdo

F 

A great way to enjoy lunch: In 
spring and fall, free noontime 
concerts on the Plaza Principal 
downtown draw visitors and 
locals alike.

ches long before the Chisholm Trail...," 
Bob can't help interjecting, "They were 
our first tourists." 

Today's tourists like to visit Millard's 
Crossing Historic Village, on the out
skirts of town. The village was estab
lished by the late Lera Thomas as a 
labor of love and a way to preserve his
tory. Lera became Texas' first Congress
woman by being elected to serve out the 
final year of her husband Albert's term 
after his death in 1966.  

Seventeen examples of 19th-Century 
architecture-most of which open to 
the public-dot Millard's Crossing's 37 
acres. They include simple log cabins, 
country Victorian homes, an 1830 dou
ble corncrib, a barbershop, a dry goods 
store, and a small church. Lera found 
all of the buildings in Nacogdoches 
County.  

The Millard-Lee House, built by 
Lera's great-great-grandfather in 1837, 
displays an interesting collection of mid
19th-Century documents from San Au
gustine and Nacogdoches counties. A
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A Garden Gala takes place each May at the SFA Ma 
turn. Here, plants offered by Corliss Bonner (right) a 
East Texas Herb Society delight Betty Stanford (left) 
and Helen Harris of Shreveport, Louisiana.  

much-later structure, the 1895 Watkins 
Homestead, built by Lera's maternal 
grandfather, is painted in typical Vic
torian tri-colors, yellow with green and 
brown trim. Another building, whose 
interior walls are bright green and mul

berry, prompts Susie Lower, the execu
tive director of Millard's Crossing, to 
comment, "Lera Thomas sometimes 
used the wildest colors I've ever seen." 
In contrast, a quiet simplicity character
izes the former Free Methodist Church, 
with its white wooden-frame exterior and 
plank benches inside. The church, built 
in Nacogdoches in 1905, still proves a 
popular site for weddings.  

Lera Thomas enjoyed furnishing and 
decorating the homes and buildings 
from her own collection of antiques and 
accessories, but not always within the 
bounds of historical accuracy, says Susie 
Lower. "But," Susie notes with a laugh, 
"where else can you find a log land office 
decorated with an art rouveau lamp?"

ariety also sea
sons Nacogdoches, 
where festivals hon

oring everything from blue
berries to history to barbe
cue crowd the town's calen
dar, and the cultural influ
ence of Stephen F Austin 
State University, which cele
brated its 75th anniversary 
last year, spills over into 
the community. You can 
enjoy performances by 
symphonies, visiting ballet 
troupes, local and touring 
opera companies, and the 
Lamplite Community Thea
ter. This month alone, the 
university's College of Fine 
Arts will stage an opera, The 
Elixir of Love, and six con
certs, including a jazz band 
and a chamber ensemble. A 
John Philip Sousa concert on 
March 2 will feature Keith 

st Arbore- Brion, a Sousa scholar and 

f the Deep impersonator, conducting 
of Belton the SFA Wind Ensemble.  

Each Friday during April 
and October, noon concerts 

on the plaza downtown showcase every
thing from a "Fifties follies" to a classi
cal guitarist. Tourists mingle with the 
locals, enjoying "Music to Lunch By," 
then scatter for serious shopping at the 
bevy of specialty nooks and antique 
stores nearby.  

At Steve and Sheryl Hartz's General 
Mercantile and Old
time String Shop, a 
circa-1920 GE refrigera
tor, stockpiled with soda 
pop in glass bottles, 

A statue of Don Antonio Gil 
Y'Barbo on the main plaza 
recalls the town's Spanish 
heritage. Nine flags have 
flown over Nacogdoches, 
including the flag of a short
lived rebellion in 1826 that 
tried to establish an indepen
dent republic called Fredonia.

hums just inside the front door. The 
Hartzes hawk "old-time stuff," as they 
term it-housewares like washboards 
and wooden butter churns, and medici
nals like Cloverine Salve, Father John's 
Cold & Cough Syrup, and Swamp Root 
(a diuretic). Such a plethora of old-fash
ioned wares prompted one customer to 
ask, "Are y'all too old-fashioned to take 

Seventeen examples of 

19th-Century architecture 

-allfrom Nacogdoches 

County-dot Millard' 

Crossing's 37 acres.  

MasterCard?" (They're not.) Steve, a 
trained musician, also sells and repairs 
stringed instruments (and holds a full
fledged jam session on the store's front 
porch on most Saturday afternoons).  

Schmidt's, an upscale department 
store dubbed by locals "the Neiman 
Marcus of East Texas," caters to cus
tomers who prefer sophisticated to 
homespun. Within the 65-year-old store, 
Coffee with Style proves ideal for a bis
cotti-and-caffe latte break from shopping.  

Lovers of all-things-Western haunt 
the Heart of Texas Gift Gallery, where a 
TV shows vintage black-and-white West-
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erns at a cedar soda-fountain bar deco
rated with 12-gauge shotgun shells.  
Another unusual feature is a large cedar 
tree hung with wind chimes of all sorts.  
You'll also find Taste of Texas foods, 
Nacogdoches and Texas items, and a 
golden retriever named Anna-short for 
Tex Anna-to greet you.  

"Vintage" also describes much of the 
merchandise in Shaw's Department 
Store. Dry goods from decades past, 
heaped high on counters and stacked in 
display cases, create an inviting chaos.  
"While it may look like it's mixed up, 
there is a plan," explains Noble Shaw, 
the affable 89-year-old proprietor. "If you 
have a lot of stuff like this, you have to 
know how to arrange it." Shaw's special
ty is "hard sizes." You can buy Levi 501 
jeans up to size 60 here, so hard-to-fit 
customers from miles around show up 
to shop at Shaw's.  

Dolls come in all sizes at Patty Fish's 
Bavarian Doll House, one of 15 busi
nesses in the Antique Market, a couple of 
blocks east of the square. "My sister in 
Ohio had these beautiful dolls from Ger
many, so I ordered about $500 worth," 
recalls Patty, explaining how she got into 
the business 14 years ago. "Everybody 
wanted them, since dolls are the number 
one collectible in this country." Each 
June, following the Blueberry Festival 
Doll Parade, Patty's husband, Stewart, a 
retired obstetrician who helps out at the 
shop, conducts a "Doll Wellness Clinic." 
Little girls who've participated in the 
parade can bring their babies by the shop 
for an annual physical.

A square log house built 
in 1830 numbers among 
the 19th-Century buildings 
at Millard's Crossing, a 
popular historical village 
on the north edge of town.  
The site takes its name 
from the family of Nacog
doches merchant Robert 
Millard, who came to Texas 
in the 1830s.  

Besides the traditional fare of parades, 
concerts, and arts and crafts, the Texas 
Blueberry Festival (June 11-13, 1999) 
promises to serve up "blueberry bliss" in 
ice cream, cobblers, and pancakes.  

To those coming for the Blueberry 
Festival in June or an antique shopping 
spree anytime, Nac- CONNIETHOM'PSON 

ogdoches offers a 
bed-and-breakfast 
smorgasbord, from 
Victorian mansions 
to rustic cottages.  

The restored An
na Raguet House, 
popular with locals 
and visitors alike, 
features two com
fortable, high-ceil
inged bedrooms, 
tucked behind a 
big front porch. The 
150-year-old cottage 
once belonged to 
Anna Raguet Irion, 
Sam Houston's ro

mantic interest be--. 
tween 1834 and 1839.  
Anna, the daughter 

An old Indian foot
path follows beautiful 
LaNana Creek, cutting 
across the SFA Uni
versity campus and 
through downtown. Var
ious cutoffs from the 
2%-mile trail lead to 
historical attractions.

of Houston's friend Colonel Henry Raguet, 
arrived in Nacogdoches fresh from fin
ishing school and immediately captured 
Houston's heart. Houston, 22 years older 
than Anna, visited her often, and letters 
and poetry flew between them.  

After the Battle of San Jacinto, the 
general sent Anna a garland of wild mag
nolia leaves and a scrawled note that 
read: "These are laurels I send you from 
the battlefield of San Jacinto. Thine, 
Houston." That note, and many others, 
were delivered to Anna by a mutual 
friend, Dr. Robert Irion, a surveyor and 
physician practicing in Nacogdoches 
whom Houston appointed as Texas' Sec
retary of State in 1837. In March of 1840, 
Anna and Robert married. Houston mar
ried Margaret Lea, with whom he had 
fallen in love in Alabama, in May. (Ac
cording to historian Marshall De Bruhl, 
Sam and Anna remained friends.)
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Nacogdoches

Nacogdoches is in deep East 
Texas, at the junction of 
Texas 21 and US 59, 130 

miles north of Houston and 180 
miles southeast of Dallas. For a vis
itor information packet with lists of 
attractions, accommodations, and 
restaurants and a guide to antique
shopping, write to the Nacogdoches 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
(513 North St.), Box 631918, Nac
ogdoches 75963; 409/564-7351 or 
888/564-7351. Web site: www.visit 
nacogdoches.org. Nacogdoches' 
area code is 409; the zip code 
is 75961 (75963 for boxes) 
unless otherwise noted. All sites 
listed are wheelchair accessible 
unless otherwise noted.  

A self-guided walking tour brochure 
is available at the C&VB Visitors 
Center, 513 North St., on the plaza.  

Attractions 
Millard's Crossing Historic 

Village, 6020 North St. (US 59 N.), 
Box 634221, offers tours, special 
events, and facility rentals. Sum
mer Evening Mystery Melodra
mas take place on weekends June 
25-July 17; an Old-Fashioned 
Christmas Celebration occurs the 
first Sat. in Dec. Hours: Mon-Sat 
9-4, Sun 1-4. Admission: $4, $2 age 
11 and younger. Partially wheel
chair accessible. Call 564-6631.  

Oak Grove Cemetery, on N.  
Lanana St., between Hospital and 
Price streets, is the final resting 
place of, among others, Haden Ed
wards, Adolphus and Eva Sterne, 
and four signers of the Texas 
Declaration of Independence.
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Old Nacogdoches University 
is at 500 Mound St. Hours: Tue
Sun 1-4; closed holidays. Dona
tions encouraged. Tours by ar
rangement through the C&VB.  

Old North Church, north of 
town, off US 59 on old Hwy. 35, 
is among the oldest Protestant 
churches in Texas; a Baptist wor
ship service was conducted under 
the huge oak tree here in 1835 
(current building erected 1852).  

The Sterne-Hoya House, 211 
S. Lanana St., built around 1828 
by state representative and sena
tor Nicholas Adolphus Sterne, is 
one of the oldest frame houses in 
Texas still on its original site; des
ignated a Texas Historic Landmark 
and listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places. Hours: Mon
Sat 9-noon and 2-5 (visitors admit
ted no later than 30 minutes be
fore closing); closed major holi
days. Large groups by special 
arrangement. Admission: Free.  
Call 560-5426.

A free brochure for a walking 
tour of Stephen F. Austin State 
University and other brochures 
about the area are available at 
the Information Booth in the 
University Center, on Vista Dr.  
(SFA's main entrance st.). The 
Arts Information and Ticket 
Office handles events for the SFA 
College of Fine Arts; call 468-6407 
(Visa and MasterCard accepted).  

Stone Fort Museum, Box 
6075, Stephen E Austin State 
University 75962-6075. Write for 
a brochure, which gives detailed 
directions. Hours: Tue-Sat 9-5, 
Sun 1-5; closed holidays. Admis
sion: Free. Guided tours by reser
vation only. Lower floor wheel
chair accessible. Call 468-2408.  

Shopping 
Antique Market, 412 E. Main; 

564-8294. Antiques and collec
tibles; 15 outlets under one roof, 
including the Bavarian Doll 
House. Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6, 
Sun 1-5. General Mercantile 
and Oldtime String Shop, 216 
E. Pilar; 564-8692. Hours: Tue-Sat 
10-5. Old-fashioned general store 
and stringed instruments. Not 
wheelchair accessible. Heart of 
Texas Gift Gallery, 210 E. Pilar; 
564-6178. Western, Southwestern, 
and Texas gifts. Hours: Mon-Sat 
10-5, Sun 12:30-4:30. Schmidt's, 
314-316 E. Main; 564-8334. Up
scale clothing and accessories.  
Hours: Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30. Shaw's 
Dept. Store, 115-117 E. Main; 
564-8219. Specializes in hard
to-find sizes of national brands.  
Hours: Mon-Sat 9-5.

Nacogdoches Trade Days 
take place every 3rd weekend 
(Fri-Sun). The flea market, on 
Loop 224 north of the Texas 21 
intersection, covers 40 acres, has 
dealers from all over the nation, 
and offers antiques, arts and crafts, 
produce, and more. Write to 1304 
NW Stallings Dr., 75964; 564-2150.  

Bed and Breakfasts 
(A complete listing is available 

from the C&VB.) 

Anna Raguet House, 816 W.  
Main; 564-2735. The house re
calls a fascinating romantic in
terlude in Texas history, the love 
affair between Sam Houston and 
Anna Raguet. Two bedrooms 
with country-style decor. Rate: 
$65; continental breakfast. No 
pets; no smoking inside. Not wheel
chair accessible.  

Mound Street Bed & Break
fast, 408 N. Mound; 569-2211.  
This 100-year-old, 2-story Victo
rian home, 2 blocks from historic 
downtown, has an impressive 
collection of clocks and antiques.  
Rates: $65-$95; full breakfast.  
No smoking; no pets; no children.  
Not wheelchair accessible.  

Anderson Point, 29 E. Lake 
Estates, 75964; 569-7445. Spacious 
rooms overlook Lake Nacogdoches 
at this lovely 2-story, French cha
teau-style B&B. Rates: $65-$75; 
full breakfast.  

Pine Creek Lodge, Rt. 3, Box 
1238, 75964; 560-6282. Enjoy coun
try hospitality at the Pitts family's 
Main Lodge, East Lodge, Garden 
House, or Pond House, all on a

At the Mound Street Bed & Break
fast, Chappell and Mary Elizabeth 
Jordan display a collection of antiques 
and some 200 clocks in their 100-year
old home. Mound Street B&B is one of 
more than 50 Nacogdoches homes, 
churches, and commercial buildings 
designed by Dietrich Rulfs, a versatile 
German architect who employed vari
ous styles, including Mediterranean,

Victorian, and Queen Anne. "Without 
the work of this master architect," Dr.  
Jere Jackson once wrote of Rulfs, "the 
texture of Nacogdoches would be infi
nitely less rich and interesting." 

This attractive town also enjoys the 
infinite riches of nature. The LaNana 
Creek Trail and the SFA Mast Arbo
retum (see "Perennial Favorite," March 
1998) lure lovers of the outdoors in all

seasons, but especially in spring. In the 
two-acre Children's Garden in the ar
boretum, youngsters encounter the 
beauty and mystery of nature, and learn 
practical gardening and environmental 
skills, as well. The Children's Pavilion, 
an interesting, open-sided shelter built 
last March as a community service by 
Tim Chauvin of Red Suspenders Tim
ber Frames, in cooperation with the
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Texas Highways.  
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Texas Highways subscription.  
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official state travel magazine. Plus 

you will receive a FREE travel 
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lodging, attractions, and camping 

across Texas.  

Send a friend on a Texas adventure 
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140-acre farm. Rates: $55-$220; 
full breakfast weekends, continen
tal breakfast weekdays (full break
fast if at least 6 guests). No pets; 
no smoking in rooms. Mainly 
wheelchair accessible.  

Restaurants 
Aubrey's Cafe, 1523 E. Main; 

560-9557. Cajun and East Texas 
fare, including boudin and collard 
greens with cornbread. Menus 
are tucked into the album covers 
of 331% LP records of performers 
like Joan Baez and The Cars.  
Hours: Tue-Sat 11-8, Sun-Mon 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.  

Blank & Co. Restaurant, 
2071/2 E. Main; 560-0776. Steaks, 
seafood, burgers, gourmet sand
wiches, appetizers. Courtyard or 
inside dining. Two-story building 
downtown was a general store 
in the 1800s, where, legend says, 
Davy Crockett and comrades 
stocked up on supplies en route 
to the Alamo. The resident ghost, 
Willie Hinton, died here in 1903.  
Hours: Daily 11-10.  

Clear Springs, 211 Old Tyler 
Rd.; 569-0489. Known for their

catfish and ribs. Behind the old 
railroad depot in a century-old 
building that was once a grocery 
warehouse. Hours: Sun-Thu 11-9, 
Fri-Sat 11-10.  

Coffee with Style, 312 E. Main 
(inside Schmidt's); 564-6410. Spe
cialties are frozen cappuccino and 
homemade cheesecake. Hours: 
Mon-Sat 10-5.  

La Hacienda, 1411 North St.; 
564-6450. In the 1913 Hayter 
House, designed by Dietrich Rulfs.  
Hours: Daily 11 a.m.-midnight.  

Scenic Outdoor Sites 
SFA Mast Arboretum, named 

for local businessman and bene
factor AT. Mast, is on Wilson Dr.  
on the SFASU campus. Eighteen 
acres of gardens include student
designed, constructed, and main
tained "theme" gardens, the Chil
dren's Garden and Pavilion, and a 
recently added 8-acre azalea gar
den (scheduled for completion in 
2000). Trails not wheelchair acces
sible. Write to Box 13000, 75962; 
468-4343. Web site: www.sfasu.  
edu/ag/arboretum.  

LaNana Creek Trail, a 2/z-mile 
hiking path that runs 
from the SFA campus 
to the downtown area 
(see March 1998 issue, 
page 23), is accessi
ble from several sites, 
including the SFA 
Arboretum and Oak 
Grove Cemetery.  

The Lily Farm, 19 
miles northeast of Nac
ogdoches on Texas 7

(1 mile past the town of Aiken), is 
mainly a mail-order business that 
sells many varieties of hybrid 
daylilies. Open for visitors mid
May to mid-June daily (except 
Wed.) 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Other 
visitation times available by appt.  
Write to Rt. 4, Box 1465, Center 
75935; 409/598-7556.  

Lake Nacogdoches is 10 miles 
west of town, via FM 225 or Texas 
21. Scenic overlooks, picnicking, 
boating, and fishing (has a wheel
chair-accessible fishing pier).  

Selected Events 
The Nacogdoches Heritage 

Festival, June 1-5, 1999, features 
"A Taste of Nacogdoches," an 
antique show and sale, and the 
Heritage Ball. Proceeds are 
used to preserve and restore 
the town's historic properties.  
Contact the C&VB for venues 
and ticket prices.  

The Texas Blueberry Fes
tival, June 11-13, 1999, downtown, 
features blueberry delectables, 
a blueberry pie-eating contest, 
parades, concerts (including 
"blues"), and arts and crafts.  
Contact the C&VB.  

Do Dat Bar-B-Que, Sep. 18, 
1999, at the Expo Center (3805 
N.W. Stallings Dr.), is a barbecue 
cook-off involving nearly 100 
teams; proceeds go to charity.  
Write to Box 630068; 564-8361.  

Nine Flags Festival of the 
Oldest Christmas in Texas, Dec.  
3-5, 1999, downtown, celebrates 
the 9 flags that flew over Nacog
doches by honoring a different

one each year. The 1999 festival, 
honoring the flag of the Republic 
of Texas, will include the unveiling 
of a life-size bronze of Thomas J.  
Rusk. Contact the C&VB.  

Miscellaneous 
Gateway to Texas Tours, 

operated by Judy Hale and Dolo
res Jenkins, arranges tours of 
Nacogdoches. Rates depend on 
number of people and length of 
tour desired (2-hour minimum).  
Judy also owns the Anna Raguet 
House; write to or call her there 
(see preceding page).  

Red Suspenders Timber 
Frames, Rt. 7, Box 8383, 75961; 
564-9465. Besides the Children's 
Pavilion in the SFA Arboretum, 
Red Suspenders' craftspeople 
built the gazebo in Eugenia 
Sterne Park, at 700 E. Main.  
Owner Tim Chauvin welcomes 
inquiries about timber framing.  

The site of Texas' first oil 
well, brought in by Tol Barret in 
1866, lies on FM 226, a few miles 
southeast of Nacogdoches.  

Books 
Nacogdoches, Texas: A Pictorial 

History by SFASU history pro
fessor Archie P McDonald 
(Donning Co. Publishing, 1996) 
is available from the Nacogdoches 
C&VB for $34.95 (plus shipping).  
Nacogdoches Sketchbook, a col
lection of Reese Kennedy's en
chanting drawings of landmark 
buildings with engaging nar
ratives, was published locally 
and is available at several down
town shops.

Innkeepers Chappell and Mary Elizabeth Jordan 
stand on the upper veranda of their Mound 
Street Bed & Breakfast. The B&B sits adjacent 
to an early Caddo Indian mound, one of many 
that once dotted the area.

Timber Framers' Guild of America, was 
constructed in 10 days, then erected in 
"barn-raising" style by 25 timber-fram
ing students from across the country.  

In the 2,000-year-old craft of timber 
framing, mortise-and-tenon joinery se
cured by wooden pegs replaces nails and 
screws. For the lucky visitors who suc
cumb to Nacogdoches' charms, it will 
come as no surprise that such an age-old

technique has found a home here, 
where history, legends, and lore bind 
the community together just as securely 
as wooden pegs hold buildings. * 

MAXINE MAYES wrote about the San 
Antonio Livestock Show & Rodeo in last 
month's issue.  

Tyler freelancer RANDY MALLORY con
tributed the story and cover photo on urban 
trails for the October 1998 issue.
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1-3 

LUBBOCK 
Rodeo 

806/793-5800 

SWEETWATER 
Rodeo 

915/235-3484 

1-3 8-10 
ARCHER CITY 
Btterflies 
Are Free 

940/574-2505 

1-3,_8-11, 15-17 
SAN ANGELO 
I'll be Back 

Before Midnight 
915/949-4400 

1-3, 9-10, 
16-17, 23-24 

ABILENE 
The Hollow 

915/674-2739 

2-3, 8-10, 
15-17, 22-24 
WICHITA FALLS 

Nonsense 
Jamboree 

940/322-5000 

2-3, 30-May 2 
POST 

Old Mill 
Trade Days 

806/495-3529 

3 
ABILENE 

Team Roping 
915/677-4376 

POST 
Tower Theater 

Music Show 
806/894-3552

3 
SILVERTON 

Caprock Jamboree 
806/823-2524 

8 
ABILENE 
Artwalk 

915/677-8389 

PLAINVIEW 
Gweithdy'r Gair 

Welsh Theatre Co 
806/291-4351 

8-10 
DIMMITT 

Quilt Festival 
806/647-5585 

8-11 
LUBBOCK 

Ballet Futura 
806/742-3603 

9-10 
ABILENE 

Collegiate Opera 
at Hardin-Simmons 

University 
915/670-1405 

10 
ABILENE 

Philharmonic 
915/677-6710 or 
800/460-0610 

LUBBOCK 
Symphony Pops 
806/762-1688 

WICHITA FALLS 
The Little Red Hen 

940/716-5500 

Symphony 
940/692-2255 

10-11 
ABILENE 

Rock Hound 
Roundup 

915/676-6211

10-11 
ABILENE 

Team Roping 
915/677-4376 

STANTON 
Old Sorehead 
Trade Days 

915/756-2006 

SWEET WATER 
Calf Roping 

915/235-3484 

WICHITA FALLS 
Horse Show 

940/855-3247 

11 
ABILENE 

Tom Sawyer 
915/677-1161 

12 
ABILENE 
Rodeo 

915/677-4376 

13 
LUBBOCK 

Gweithdy'r Gair 
Welsh Theatre Co 

806/785-9285 

14 
CANYON 

Gweithdy'r Gair 
Welsh Theatre Co 

806/651-2477 

16-17 
SAN ANGELO 

Wine & Brew 
Festival 

915/653-6793 

16-18 
ABILENE 

Celebrate Abilene 
915/676-3775

16-18 
LUBBOCK 

Arts Festival 
806/744-2787 

17 
ABILENE 

World's Largest 
Barbecue 

915/677-7241 

ALBANY 
Discover Albany 

915/762-2525 

Polo on the Prairie 
915/762-2525 

BIG SPRING 
Master 

the Mountain 
5-K, 10-K, & Walk 

915/263-4931 

17-18 
GRAHAM 

Vintage Auto Tour 
& Parade 

940/549-5622 

SWEETWATER 
Paint Horse Show 

915/235-3484 

20 
VERNON 

Rotary Follies 
800/687-3137 

22, 24 
PLAINVIEW 

Daddy's Dyin' 
Who's Got 
the Will? 

806/291-5054 

22-25 
ABILENE 

Quarter Horse 
Show 

915/677-4376

22-25 
ANDREWS 
Art Show 

915/523-4126 

22-24 29-Ma 1 
ABILENE 

The Cemetery Club 
915/673-6271 

24 
CLAUDE 

The Otwell Twins 
Texas Revue 
806/226-2451 

GRAHAM 
Library Book Sale 

940/873-4468 

MINERAL WELLS 
Bluebonnet 

Arts Festival 
940/325-5114 

PAMPA 
Art for the Heart 

806/665-7168 

SAN ANGELO 
Pops Concert 
915/658-5877 

SLATON 
Opry 

806/828-6238 

TURKEY 
Rob Wills Day 
806/423-1033 

24-25 
BALLINGER 

State Festival of 
Ethnic Cultures 
915/365-2333 
or 365-5611 

SWEETWATER 
Cutting Horse 
Competition 
915/235-3484

24-25 
WICHITA FALLS 

Arts & Crafts Show 
940/691-2738 

Spring Fling 
Arts Festival 
940/692-0923 

Team Roping 
806/358-7797 

29-May 2 
LUBBOCK 

The Cherry 
Orchard 

806/742-3603 

30-May 1 
CROWELL 

Cynthia Ann 
Parker 
Days 

940/684-1670 

Foard Co 
4-H/FFA 
Rodeo 

940/684-1919 

LUBBOCK 
Symphony 

806/762-1688 

30-May 2 
BRECKENRIDGE 
Stephens Co 

Frontier 
Days 

254/559-2801 

CHILDRESS 
Rolling 
Plains 

Heritage 
Festival 

940/937-2567 

LUBBOCK 
The Grass 

Harp 
806/742-1887

PrairieS 
and Lakes __ 

1-3 
ARLINGTON 

(began Mar 26) 
The Three 
Little Pigs 

817/265-8512 

DALLAS 
Three Days 

of Rain 
972/450-6232 

1-4 
FORT WORTH 

Cutting Horse 
Championship 
817/871-8150 

1-11 
DALLAS 

(began Mar 6) 
Dallas Blooms 
214/327-4901 

1-18 
GARLAND 

The Miracle 
Worker 

214/349-1331 or 
972/205-2790 

1-30 
BRENHAM 

(began Mar 1) 
Bluebonnet Trails/ 
Wildflower Tours 
409/836-3695 or 

888/273-6426 

ENNIS 
Bluebonnet Trails 
972/878-4748 or 

888/366-4748 

LA GRANGE 
(began Mar 1) 
Wildflower & 

Bluebonnet Trails 
800/LA-GRANG

1-30 
YOAKUM 

(began Mar 1) 
Wildflower Trail 

512/293-2278 

1-4 29-May 2 
CANTON 

First Monday 
Trade Days 

903/567-6556 
or 567-2991 

2 
GARLAND 

Easter Egg Hunt 
& Spring Festival 

972/205-2772 

2-3 
GLEN ROSE 

Reining Horse 
Show 

254/897-4509 

PARIS 
Pancake Days 
903/784-2501 

2-4 
GLEN ROSE 

Oakdale Park 
Bluegrass 
Jamboree 

817/897-2321 

PALESTINE 
(began Mar 19) 
Dogwood Trails 

Festival 
800/659-3484 

2-25 
GRANBURY 

Never Too Late 
817/573-9191 

2-3, 9-10, 16-17, 
23-24, 30-May 1 

MESQUITE 
Championship 

Rodeo 
972/285-8777 

2-4, 30-May 2 
WEATHERFORD 
First Monday 
Trade Days 

817/594-3801 

3 
BELL VILLE 

Country Livin' 
Festival 

Market Day 
409/865-3407 

FORT WORTH 
Pawnee Bill 

Wild West Show 
817/625-1025 

Stockyards Station 
Easter Celebration 

817/625-9715 

GARLAND 
A Taste of Garland 

972/205-2122 or 
214/328-4381 

HICO 
Billy the Kid Day 

800/361-HICO

50

3 
TERRELL 

Historical Tour 
877/837-7355 

3-4 
CANTON 
Old Mill 

Marketplace 
913/567-5445 

WEATHER FOR D 
Cowboy Gathering 
& Chuck Wagon 

Cookoff 
817/613-9011 or 
888/594-3801 

3, 10,1_7, 24 
COLUMBUS 

Opry 
409/732-9210 
or 732-6510 

3, 10-11, 
17'8 24-25 
WASHINGTON 

April Folk 
Weekends 

409/878-2461 

4 
BASTROP 

Easter Sunrise 
Service 

512/303-0810 

MOULTON 
St. Joseph's 

Easter Picnic 
512/596-4674 

SAN FELIPE 
Easter Sunrise 

Service 
409/885-2020 

5 
DALLAS 

Light Crust 
Doughboys 

214/821-1860 

6-11 
DALLAS 
Evita 

214/565-1116 

6-18 

FORT WORTH 
Natl Cutting Horse 

Super Stakes 
817/871-8150 

7 
CAT SPRING 

VFD Barbecue 
409/865-2698 

GRAND PRAIRIE 
Recycle Run 

& Earth Expo 
972/237-8100 

7-10 
SHELBY 

Antique 
Show 

281/373-9977 

Texas Highways



7-11 
FORT WORTH 

Disney on Ice 
817/884-2222 

WARRENTON 
Antique Show 
409/249-3141 

7-May 2 
DALLAS 

South Pacific 
214/522-8499 

8-10 
TEMPLE 

Tractor & Engine 
"Gas-Up" 

254/298-5720 

8-11 
DENTON 

Texas Storytelling 
Festival 

940/387-8336 

ROUND TOP 
Antique Fair 

409/289-3378 or 
888/273-6426 

8-10, 15-18 
PARIS 

No Timefor 
Sergeants 

903/784-0259 

9 
DALLAS 

Annie Clark 
Concert 

214/363-0044 

9-10 
CALDWELL 

Barbecue Cookoff 
409/567-9663 

ELGIN 
Barbecue Cookoff 

512/281-4044 

FORT WORTH 
High School Rodeo 

817/625-1025 

9-11 
DALLAS 

Deep Ellum 
Art Show 

214/744-2787 

DENISON 
Texoma Lakefest 

Regatta 
903/465-1551 

EAGLE LAKE 
Attwater's 

Prairie Chicken 
Festival 

409/234-2780 

9-10, 13-18 
WACO 

I Hate Hamlet 
254/710-1867 

9-25 
DALLAS 

The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn 

214/978-0110 

10 
BREMOND 
Citywide 

Garage Sale 
254/746-7118 
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10 
CALDWELL 

Old Theater 
Peddlers Market 

409/272-3404 

COMANCHE 
Old Cora 

Trade Day 
915/356-3233 

DENTON 
10-K for MS 

214/373-1400 

GLEN ROSE 
Horse Show 
254/897-4509 

LANCASTER 
Second Saturday 
on the Square 
972/218-1101 

LULING 
Roughneck 

Chili & Barbecue 
Cookoff 

830/875-3214 

MOULTON 
Market Day 

512/596-7502 

PARIS 
Home & Garden 

Show 
800/782-9010 

RICHARDSON 
Symphony 

972/234-4195 

WALNUT SPRINGS 
Trades Day 

254/797-2176 

10-11 
CHAPPELL HILL 
Bluebonnet 

Festival 
409/836-6033 

DALLAS 
Pepsi Jazzoo 

at the Dallas Zoo 
214/942-3678 

GLEN ROSE 
Gem & Mineral 

Show 
254/897-4509 

GRAND PRAIRIE 
Prairie Dog 

Chili Cookoff 
972/647-2331 

LA GRANGE 
Springfest 

800/524-7264 

SOMERVILLE 
Speed Boat Races 

409/596-1616 

10-18 
GRAND PRAIRIE 
Western Days 

972/263-9588 or 
800/288-8386 

13 
DALLAS 

Susan McDonald, 
Guitarist 

214/528-3733 

YOAKUM 
Country Music USA 

512/293-2309

14-16 
COLUMBUS 
Springtime 

Festival 
409/732-2917 

15-16 
RICHARDSON 

Wildflower Nights 
Concert Series 
972/680-9567 

15-18 
FORT WORTH 

Main St Ft Worth 
Arts Festival 
817/336-2787 
or 336-ARTS 

GRANBURY 
Great Race Texas 

817/573-5200 

GRAPEVINE 
New Vintage Wine 

& Art Festival 
800/457-6338 

RICHARDSON 
Arts & Crafts Show 

972/783-0118 

Little Red 
Riding Hood 
972/690-5029 

SHERMAN 
Lakefest 

903/893-1184 or 
888/893-1184 

16 
DALLAS 

Homes Tour 
972/380-1903 
or 596-7996 

16-17 
ARLINGTON 

Fielder 
Flower Show 
& Festival 

817/460-4001 

CANTON 
State Bluegrass 
Kickoff Festival 
903/785-5394 

CLEBURNE 
Quilt Show 

817/517-6261 

CLIFTON 
Barbecue Cookoff 

254/675-8782 

LA GRANGE 
Quilt Show 

800/524-7264 

WILLS POINT 
Bluebird Festival 

903/873-3111 

16-18 
McKINNEY 

Native Plant 
Festival 

972/562-5566 

RICHARDSON 
Little Red 

Riding Hood 
972/690-5029 

SEGUIN 
Ladies State 

Championship 
Chili Cookoff 
800/580-7322

17 
BRENHAM 

Blue Bell Fun Run 
409/277-6595 

BRYAN 
Wine & Roses 

Festival 
409/778-9463 

CLARKSVILLE 
Fish Fry 

903/427-2131 

COLUMBUS 
The Odd Couple 

409/732-2917 
or 732-5135 

DALLAS 
African American 

Museum 
Family Archives 

Fair 
214/565-9026 

Bonnie & Clyde 
Tour 

214/421-4500 

DART & Walk 
972/723-6536 

FLATONIA 
Market Day 
512/865-3920 

LEWISVILLE 
Arts & Crafts Fair 

972/219-3550 

PARIS 
Earth Day 

Celebration/ 
March for Parks 

903/785-5716 

SHINER 
Trade Fair 

512/594-4343 

WACO 
Earth Day 

Celebration 
254/776-3036 

Rockin' Heart 
Ranch 

Concert & Party 
254/772-5611 

WAXAHACHIE 
Vivaldi's 

"Four Seasons" 
972/938-3621 

WEATHERFORD 
Shaw-Kemp 

Log Cabin Village 
Open House 

817/594-6837 

17-18 
BURTON 

Cotton Gin Festival 
409/289-3378 

GLEN ROSE 
Miniature Horse 

Show 
254/897-4509 

PALESTINE 
Living History 
Encampment 
800/659-3484 

SEALY 
Polka Fest 

409/885-6786 

SHERMAN 
Historic Homes 

Tour 
903/893-1184

17-18 
SHINER 

Volksmarch 
512/594-3304 

TERRELL 
Heritage Jubilee 

877/837-7355 

17-Jun 5 
WAXAHACHIE 

Scarborough Faire 
214/938-1888 or 
972/938-3247 

18 
DALLAS 

15-K for MS 
214/373-1400 

Enric & Sabine 
Madriguera, 
Guitarists 
in Concert 

214/528-9709 

SEGUIN 
Second Story Tour 

800/580-7322 

18-24 
ELGIN 

Western Days 
512/285-4515 

19 
SEGUIN 

Texas Lutheran 
University 

Orchestra Concert 
800/580-7322 

21-24 
ARLINGTON 

The Cherry Sister/ 
Julius & 
Cleopatra 

817/515-3599 

22-25 
ENNIS 

Castrol Nationals 
Drag Racing 
972/878-4748 

GLEN ROSE 
Tres Rios 

Bluegrass & 
Gospel Music 
888/474-2224 

HALLETTSVILLE 
State 

Championship 
Fiddlers' 
Frolics 

512/798-2311 

22-29 
DALLAS 

USA Film Festival 
214/821-6300 

22, 29 
LANCASTER 

Musiefest Concert 
972/227-1112 

23 
ELGIN 

Firemen'a 
Extravaganza 
512/281-4025 

WACO 
Cotton Palace 

Pageant 
800/922-6386

23-24 
COLLEGE STATION 
Writing Camp 

& Contest 
409/779-3348 

GRANBURY 
Antique Fair 
817/573-5548 

PLANO 
African Violet 

Show 
972/278-0389 

23-25 
DALLAS 

The Boys Choir 
of Harlem 

214/692-0203 

DENTON 
Arts & Jazz 

Festival 
940/565-0931 

EULESS 
Arbor Daze 

817/685-1669 

FORT WORTH 
Antique Show 
817/884-2222 

MUENSTER 
Germanfest 

940/759-2227 or 
800/942-8037 

RICHARDSON 
Wildflower 

Arts & Music 
Festival 

972/680-9567 

23-May 1 
DALLAS 
Gypsy 

972/554-8534 

23-May 8 
FORT WORTH 

Sweet Phoebe 
817/924-9454 

24 
BASTROP 

Yesterfest 
512/303-6283 

CHANDLER 
Blue Moon 
Gardens 

Spring Open House 
903/852-3897 

CLEBURNE 
Barbecue Cookoff 

817/645-2455 
or 641-4562 

Johnson Co 
Iris Show 

254/854-2416 

DALLAS 
Voice of the Drum 
World Percussion 

214/520-2219 

Imagination 
Celebration 
Children's 

Art Festival 
214/823-7601 

HILLSBORO 
Willie Nelson 
254/582-2481

24 
WACO 

Brazos River 
Run for Hope 
254/772-7150 

WEATHERFORD 
Chandor Garden 

Celebration 
817/613-1700 
or 594-3801 

24-25 
GONZALES 

Historic Homes 
Tour 

830/672-6532 

NAVASOTA 
Trade Days 

409/825-8490 

SALADO 
Springfest 

Craft & Quilt Show 
254/947-5982 
or 947-5040 

WACO 
Brazos River 

Festival 
817/753-5166 or 

800/922-6386 

25 
CALDWELL 

VFD Barbecue 
409/567-3271 

SEALY 
Frydek Grotto 
Celebration 

409/885-3131 

26 
DALLAS 

Texas Bound 
214/922-1220 
or 922-1219 

LOCKHART 
Opry 

512/601-2154 

28 
KELLER 

Letitia Martinez 
Piano Concert 
817/283-3406 

29 
HURST 

The Heritage 
Flute & Guitar Duo 

817/283-3406 

29-May 2 
COLLEGE STATION 

Big 12 Conference 
Tennis 

Championships 
888/992-4443 

FORT WORTH 
Mayfest 

817/332-1055 

Pate Auto 
Swap Meet 

817/244-2340 

LEXINGTON 
Homecoming 
409/773-0008 

30 
DALLAS 

Arts & Letters Live 
214/922-1220 
or 922-1219

30-May 2 
GRAND PRAIRIE 

May Day Regatta 
817/640-4200 

MARLIN 
Festival Days 
817/883-2451 

PLANO 
Quilt Show 

972/491-1580 

WAXAHACHIE 
Oklahoma 

972/217-1791 

30-May 23 
DALLAS 
Heidi 

214/978-0110 

30-May 30 
GRANBURY 
Godspell 

817/573-9191 

1-3 
HUNTSVILLE 

(began Mar 26) 
Walker Co Fair 
409/291-2423 

TYLER 
(began Mar 29) 
Life of Christ 

Easter Pageant 
903/566-2080 

1-4 
TYLER 

(began Mar 19) 
Azalea & Spring 

Flower Trail 
903/592-1661 or 

800/235-5712 

2-3, 9-10 
CONROE 

The Sunshine 
Boys 

409/441-2787 

2-3, 9-10, 16-17, 
23-24, 30-May 1 

LIBERTY 
Opry on the Square 

800/248-8918 

3 
GILMER 
Easter 

Egg Hunt 
913/843-2413 

SAN AUGUSTINE 
Trades Day 

409/275-3610 

3-4 
WOODVILLE 

(began Mar 20) 
Tyler Co 

Dogwood Festival 
409/283-2632 

3, 10, 17 
QUITMAN 

Dogwood Fiesta 
903/763-4411

9 
CROCKETT 

Michael Martin 
Murphey Concert 

409/544-4276 

9-11, 14-16 
NACOGDOCHES 

Millard's 
Flea Market 
409/564-4490 

10 
LIVINGSTON 
Bluegrass 

409/327-3381 

TYLER 
Denyce Graves, 
Mezzo-Soprano 
903/566-7424 

Texas Blues 
Festival 

903/593-6905 

10-11 
TYLER 

Civic Ballet 
903/596-0224 

10-12, 16-18 
WINNSBORO 
Spring Trails 
903/342-3666 

10-May 3 
NACOGDOCHES 
SFA Gallery 

Texas National 
Art Competition 

409/468-6407 

11 
NACOGDOCHES 
String Quartet 
in the Pines 
409/468-6407 

13-17 
NACOGDOCHES 

Arms and the Man 
409/468-6407 

14-15 
LONG VIE W 

PRCA Rodeo 
903/663-9800 

15-17 
TYLER 

Apache Belles 
Spring Show 
903/510-2249 

16-18 
HUNTSVILLE 

General 
Sam Houston 

Folklife Festival 
409/294-1832 or 
800/289-0389 

KIRBYVILLE 
Magnolia Festival 

409/423-5827 

NACOGDOCHES 
Trade Days 

409/564-2150 

TYLER 
Trade Days 

903/595-2223
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16-25 
NACOGDOCHES 

Musical Comedy 
Murders of 1940 

409/564-8300 

17 
LUFKIN 

Downtown 
Hoedown 

409/633-0205 

MAGNOLIA 
lDepot LDay 

281/356-1488 
or 356-8514 

WHITE OAK 
Roughneck Day 

Festival 
903/297-7154 

17-18 
HENDERSON 

Rural Heritage 
Weekendl 

903/657-5528 

KILGORE 
Celtic Heritage 

Festival 
903/759-9017 

TYLER 
Gem & Mineral 

Show 
903/592-6177 

18 
CONROE 

Montgomery Co 
Art Walk 

409/756-1868 
or 441-5077 

MONTGOMERY 
Montgomery Trek 

Arts & Crafts Show 
409/597-4899 

19-24 
CLEVELAND 
Dairy Days 

281/592-8786 

20 
NACOGDOCHES 

SFA 
Wind Ensemble 

4(09/468-6407 

TYLER 
The Boys Choir 

of Harlem 
903/566-7424 

21 
TYLER 

Arts & Crafts Fair 
903/531-1377 

22 
NACOGDOCHES 

Music of 
Duke Ellington 
409/468-6407 

23-25 
GLADEWATER 
East Texas 

Gusher Days 
903/845-5501 

_24 
COLDSPRING 
Trades Day 

409/653-2009

24 
MOUNT PLEASANT 
Whatley Center 

Festival of the Arts 
903/572-1911 

24-25 
HENDERSON 

Youth Rodeo 
903/657-2161 

26-27 
TYLER 

Art & Bloom 
903/595-1001 

27 
NACOGDOCHES 

SFA Symphony 
409/468-6407 

29 
NACOGDOCHES 

Jazz Band 
409/468-6407 

TYLER 
Jazz Concert 
903/510-2249 

29-May 1 
CROCKETT 

PRCA Rodeo 
409/544-2181 

30 
TYLER 

Dance Fest 
903/510-2249 

30-May_ 1 
MINEOLA 
May Day 

Bean Fest 
903/569-2087 

30-May 2 
JEFFERSON 
Historical 

Pilgrimage 
903/665-2672 

MINEOLA 
Art & Quilt Show 

903/569-8877 

2-3, 5, 10-12, 
16-18 

HOUSTON 
Symphony 

713/227-ARTS 

3 

HARLINGEN 
Jackson St 
Auto Expo 

956/427-8703 

SEABROOK 
Crawfish Festival 

281/488-7676 

4 
RICHMOND 
Victorian 

Easter Egg Hunt 
281/342-1256 

4-12 
HOUSTON 

African Violet 
Show 

800/770-2872

5 
GALVESTON 
Bluegrass 

at the Grand 
281/480-1894 

7 
VICTORIA 

Carnival of 
the Animals 
512/576-4500 

8 _ 
GALVESTON 

The Island of Skog 
409/765-1894 or 
800/821-1894 

8-10 
KINGSVILLE 

Young Performers 
Classical Music 

Competition 
512/592-2374 

9 
HOUSTON 

Catherine 
Malfitano 

Cabaret Evening 
713/524-5050 

9-11 
HARLINGEN 

RioFest 
956/425-2705 

9-10, 15-18, 
22-24 

VICTORIA 
Ten Little Indians 

512/576-6277 

10 
BEAUMONT 

March of Dimes 
Walk America 
409/835-7606 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
Herb Extravaganza 

512/790-0103 

GALVESTON 
The Grand 

Kids Festival/ 
Pinocchio 

409/765-1894 or 
800/821-1894 

HUMBLE 
Good Oil Day 
281/446-2128 

10-11 
CORPUS CHRISTI 

Artfest 
512/884-6406 

Folklife Festival 
512/883-0639 

Sleeping Beauty 
512/882-5603 or 
800/678-6232 

HOUSTON 
Japan Festival 
713/863-9994 

11 
BEAUMONT 
Bob Rue 

Magic Show 
409/721-6573

11 
GALVESTON 

Biscuits O'Bryan 
and "Tales of 
the Old West" 

409/765-1894 or 
800/821-1894 

11-13 
CLEAR LAKE 

Sleeping Beauty 
281/480-1466 

13-25 
BEAUMONT 

Neches River 
Festival 

409/835-2546 

14-16 
BAYTOWN 

Youth Fair 
281/421-2260 

14-May 2 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
Buccaneer Days 

512/882-3242 

15 
BEAUMONT 

St Petersburg 
State Ice Ballet 
409/838-3435 or 

800/782-3081 

GALVESTON 
The Boys Choir 

of Harlem 
409/765-1894 or 

800/821-1894 

15-18 
FR EEPORT 
Migration 

Celebration 
800/938-4835 

PORTLAND 
Windfest 

512/643-2475 

_15-18, 23-25 
HARLINGEN 
House of 

Blaue Leaves 
956/412-PLAY 

16 
BAYTOWN 
Oyster Fy 

281/422-8359 

BEAUMONT 
Charlie Pruitt's 
Country Music 

Show 
409/727-2955 

ORANGE 
The Boys Choir 

of Harlem 
409/886-5535 or 

800/828-5535 

16-17 
KINGWOOD 
Quilt Show 

281/361-2038 

16-18 
MAURICEVILLE 

Crawfish Festival 
409/745-1202

16-18 
ROCKPORT 

Homes Tour 
512/729-5519 

WEST COLUMBIA 
San Jacinto 

Festival/ 
Shrimp Boil 

409/345-3921 
or 345-3127 

16-20 
CLEAR LAKE 
Earth Week 

Celebrations 
281/474-2551 
or 332-5157 

16-18, 2325 
BROWNSVILLE 

Summer & Smoke 
956/542-8900 

PORT LAVACA 
The Wizard of Oz 
512/552-4082 

16-25 
HOUSTON 
Houston 

International 
Festival 

713/654-8808 

17 
BAY CITY 

Market Day 
409/245-8333 

Kid Fish 
409/245-5741 

BISHOP 
Olde Tyme Faire 

512/584-2214 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
Plant & Garden 

Festival 
512/852-2100 

Symphony 
512/883-6683 

LAKE JACKSON 
Great Texas 

Birding Classic 
Opening Ceremony 

512/389-4574 or 
888/TX-BIRDS 

RICHMOND 
Lone Star Romp 

281/342-1256 

17-18 
GALVESTON 

Kappa Beach Party 
409/643-7944 
or 763-9859 

KINGSVILLE 
Coastal Bend 
Celebration 

281/445-1187 

PORT ARTHUR 
Trade Days 

409/982-4950 

18 
BEAUMONT 

McFaddin-Ward 
Spring Roundup 
409/832-1906 

18-May 11 
DICKINSON 
The Nerd 

281/337-7469

19 
BEAUMONT 

Impressions of Spain 
409/892-2257 

20 
PASADENA 

Armand Bayou 
Nature Center 
Garden Tour & 
Wildflower Day 
281/474-2551 

22-27 
BEAUMONT 

A Midsummer 
Night's Dream 
409/880-8037 

23 
ORANGE 

Beauty and 
the Beast 

409/886-5535 or 
800/828-5535 

23-24 

HARLINGEN 
Relay for Life 
956/389-1703 

23-25 
PORT ARTHUR 

Pleasure Island 
Music Festival 

409/962-6200 or 
800/235-7822 

23, 25, 28 

HOUSTON 
Resurrection 
713/227-ARTS 

24 
BAY CITY 
Riverfest 

409/245-8333 

GALVESTON 
Artwalk 

409/763-2403 

LA PORTE 
Sylvan Beach 

Festival 
281/471-1123 

VICTORIA 
"Oh Henry" 

Music of Mancini 
512/572-2787 

24-25 
GALVESTON 

Spirit of Flight 
Air Show & 
Walkabout 

409/740-7722 or 
800/351-4237 

HOUSTON 
Chili Cookoff 
281/847-2451 

TEXAS CITY 
Trade Days 

409/643-5707 

25 
GALVESTON 
Symphony 

409/765-1894 or 
800/821-1894 

27 
HOUSTON 

Salute to Three 
American 
Composers 

713/524-5050

27-28 
HOUSTON 

Florescence: 
The Arts in Bloom 

Flower Show 
713/520-7111 

29-May 1 
BEAUMONT 

Rodeo 
409/832-9991 

_30 
HOUSTON 

Mefistofele 
713/546-0246 or 
800/346-4462 

_ 30-May1 
BEAUMONT 

Lamar University 
Dance Company 

409/880-8912 

ORANGE 
International 

Gumbo Cookoff 
409/883-3536 

30-May 15 
CORPUS CHRISTI 

How to Succeed in 
Business Without 

Really Trying 
512/882-5500 

1-10 
SAN ANTONIO 

(began Mar 2) 
The Velveteen 

Rabbit 
210/227-2751 

1-17 
SAN ANTONIO 

(began Mar 27) 
The Odd Couple 
210/408-0116 

1-18 
SAN ANTONIO 

(began Mar 26) 
To Kill a 

Mockingbird 
210/227-2751 

1-May 8 
SAN ANTONIO 

(began Mar 26) 
Man of La Mancha 

210/733-7258 

2 
SAN ANTONIO 
San Fernando 

Cathedral 
Passion Play 
210/227-1297 

3 
FLORESVILLE 
Rancho de 

Las Cabras Tour 
210/932-1001 

SAN ANTONIO 
The Egg as 

"Objet d'Art" 
210/432-1896

3-4 
SAN ANTONIO 

La Villita Art Show 
210/226-3583 

3, 10, 17, 24 
SAN ANTONIO 
Guadalupe 

Cultural Arts 
Center 

Folkloric Dancers 
210/225-0000 

3-28 
SAN ANTONIO 

Aladdin 
210/408-0116 

4, 11, 18, 25 
SAN ANTONIO 

Mariachi 
Los Caporales 
210/225-0000 

6 
THREE RIVERS 

Brush Country 
Music Jamboree 

512/449-2636 
or 786-3334 

7 
SAN ANTONIO 

Schoolhouse Rock 
Live! 

210/340-4060 

9-11 
POTEET 

Strawberry 
Festival 

830/276-3323 
or 742-8144 

10 
BIGFOOT 

Market Trail Day 
830/665-5054 
or 665-2419 

GOLIAD 
Market Day 

512/645-3563 or 
800/848-8674 

10-11 
SAN ANTONIO 
Viva Botanica 
210/207-3255 

11 
CATARINA 

El Camino Real 
Festival 

830/999-3345 
or 999-3283 

EAGLE PASS 
Car Show 

830/773-3289 

GOLIAD 
Easter 

Messiah 
512/645-3405 

SAN ANTONIO 
Lowrider Festival 

210/432-1896 

Texas Bach Choir 
210/946-1164 

16 
SAN ANTONIO 
"Incognito" 

Fiesta's 
Masquerade Ball 

210/222-1048

16-17 
SAN ANTONIO 

Fiesta Oyster Bake 
210/436-3547 

16-18 
KENEDY 

Bluebonnet Days 
Festival 

830/583-2362 

SAN ANTONIO 
Symphony Pops 

210/554-1010 

16-25 
SAN ANTONIO 

Fiesta San Antonio 
210/227-5191 or 
800/447-3372 

17-18 
SAN ANTONIO 

Taste of 
New Orleans 
210/475-9887 

20-23 
SAN ANTONIO 

Fiesta 
Mariachi Festival 

210/227-4262 

A Night in 
Old San Antonio 

210/226-5188 

20-Jun 5 
SAN ANTONIO 

Pecos Bill Meets 
the Dinosaurs 
of West Texas 
210/227-2751 

22-25 
SAN ANTONIO 

Fiesta 
San Fernando 
210/227-1297 

22-26 
SAN ANTONIO 

Mirror on Dance 
210/590-0210 

24 
SAN ANTONIO 

King William Fair 
210/271-3247 

WESLACO 
Rio Grande Valley 

Onion Festival 
888/968-2102 

24-25 
SAN ANTONIO 
Festival de 
Animales 

210/734-7184 

25 
GOLIAD 
Mission 

Espiritu Santo 
Spring 

Concert 
512/645-3405 

30-May 1 
SAN ANTONIO 

Symphony 
210/554-1010 
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30-May 2 
SAN ANTONIO 

Cinco de Mayo 
210/207-8600 

1-May 31 
LAGO VISTA 

Wildflower Trail 
512/267-7952 

MASON 
Bluebonnet & 

Wildflower Drives 
915/347-5758 

3 
FREDERICKSBURG 

Easter Fires Pageant 
830/997-2359 

GRUENE 
10-K Run 

210/930-3148 

HONDO 
Hootenanny 
830/426-3438 

JUNCTION 
Easter Pageant 
915/446-3190 

KERRVILLE 
Easter Festival 
830/257-8000 
or 257-3992 

LAMPASAS 
Bluebonnet Fair & 
Farm Heritage Day 

512/556-5172 

SAN SABA 
Peddlers Day 
on the Square 
915/372-5141 

WIMBERLEY 
Market Day 

512/847-2201 

3-4 
BURNET 

Bluebonnet Trail 
512/793-2803 

_3-4, 9-10 
LLANO 

Bluebonnet Trail/ 
Craft Show 

915/247-4839 

4 
GEORGETOWN 

Easter Pageant 
800/436-8696 

6-11 
AUSTIN 
Rent 

512/471-1444 or 
800/731-7469 

9 
BRADY 

Quilt & Craft Show 
915/597-2946 

9-10 
CANYON LAKE 

Barbecue Cookoff 
800/528-2104 

9-11 
BIG LAKE 

Bluegrass Festival 
915/884-3650 

March 1999

9-11 
BURNET 

Bluebonnet 
Festival 

512/756-4297 

WIMBERLEY 
Community Chorus 

512/847-8653 

10 
AUSTIN 

Mayfield Park 
Gardening 
Symposium 

512/475-9046 

Texas Country 
Roots & Branches 

512/478-3603 

BURNET 
CAF Bluebonnet 

Air Show 
512/756-2226 

CASTROVILLE 
Market Trail Day 

830/931-2331 

GEORGETOWN 
Market Day 

512/930-5302 

Opry 
512/869-7469 

LLANO 
Fiddle Contest 
915/247-4839 

10-11 
KERRVILLE 

Kelly Creek Ranch 
Mountain Bike 

Classic 
830/896-6864 

NEW BRAUNFELS 
Arts & Crafts Show 

830/698-0811 

RIO MEDINA 
Second Saturday 

Swap Meet 
830/538-2441 

SAN MARCOS 
Bluebonnet 

Kite 
Festival 

512/396-2374 

11 
AUSTIN 

Capitol 10,000 
512/445-3596 

KYLE 
Historic 

Claiborne Kyle 
Log House 

512/268-2531 

13 
AUSTIN 

Mark Morris 
Dance Group 
512/471-1444 

15 
NEW BRAUNFELS 
Comal Country 

Music Show 
830/629-4547 

16 
LLANO 

Crawfish Boil 
& Golf Open 
915/247-5354

16-17 
AUSTIN 

Symphony 
512/476-6064 

ROUND ROCK 
Old Settlers 

Music 
Festival 

512/346-1629 

16-18 
FREDERICKSBURG 

Herb Fest 
830/997-8615 

16-Ma 1 
ROUND ROCK 

Cat on a 
Hot Tin Roof 
512/244-0440 

17 
NEW BRAUNFELS 

Model Train Show 
830/625-2656 

WIMBERLEY 
Celebration 
of the Arts 

512/847-5010 

Cypress Creek 
Crawfish Boil 
512/847-2515

17-18 
AUSTIN 

Antique & 
Collectible City

Wide Garage Sale 
512/441-2828 or 
888/441-7133 

FREDERICKSBURG 
Antiques Show 
830/995-2884 
or 995-3750 

GRUENE 
Old Gruene 

Market Days 
830/629-6441 

LLANO 
Team Roping 
915/247-5354 

18 
AUSTIN 

Beauty and 
the Beast 

512/472-5470 

Diaz Trio with 
Angela Cheng, 

Pianist 
800/687-6010 

Simon Preston 
Organ Concert 

512/471-1444 or 
800/687-6610

18 
NEW BRAUNFELS 

Community Chorale 
830/907-2991 

18-19 
ROUND ROCK 
Quilt, Doll, & 

Folk Art Show 
512/255-8545 

19 
GEORGETOWN 

Pop Goes the Jazz 
512/869-7469 

21 
AUSTIN 

The Boys Choir 
of Harlem 

512/478-3603 

23-25 
AUSTIN 

The Outdoor Show 
281/351-7052 

NEW BRAUNFELS 
Car Corral 

830/620-5950 

24 
DEVINE 

Roger Wright 
Piano Concert 
830/663-2739 
or 665-4310

24-25 
AUSTIN 
Safari 

512/327-81.31 

BUDA 
Country Fair 

& Cookoff 
512/295-3496 

25 
AUSTIN 

Magical Mystery 
Dine Around 
512/707-7880 

PFLUGERVILLf 
Lone Star Triathlon 

512/251-5082 

29-May 1 
SAN MARCOS 

Viva! 
Cinco de Mayo 
512/396-2495 

30-May 1 
AUSTIN 
Rodeo 

512/476-9051 

KERRVILLE 
Cowboy Artists of 
America Museum 

Roundup 
830/896-2553

30-May 2 
GEORGETOWN 

Fly-In & Air Show 
512/869-1759 

i B.nd 

3 
MIDLAND 

CAF & American 
Airpower 

Heritage Museum 
Open Cockpit Day 

915/563-1000 

4 
FORT DAVIS 

Easter Sunrise 
Service 

800/524-3015 

9-11, 16-17 
ODESSA 

Picasso at the 
Lapin Agile 
915/362-2329 

9-24 
MIDLAND 

Dancing at 
Lughnasa 

915/682-4111

10 
EL PASO 

Michael Moshen 
915/541-4481 

MIDLAND 
"A Century of 

Song: 100 Years 
on Broadway!" 
915/563-0921 

15-18 
ALPINE 

Gem & Mineral 
Show 

915/837-2451 

16-18 
ODESSA 

Country Peddler 
Craft Show 

830/997-2774 

16-17, 23-24 
ODESSA 

Much Ado

23-24 
EL PASO 

The Romeros, 
Classical Guitar 

915/532-3776 

24 
ODESSA 

Make-a-Wish 
Roping 

915/550-9474 

24-25 
DEL RIO 

George Paul 
Memorial 

Bull Riding 
830/775-9595 
or 775-3551 

28 
EL PASO 

Illusions 
Dance 
Team 

915/755-7687

915/332-1586 
29-May 5 

22-24 BIG BEND 
VAN HORN NATIONAL PARK 
Art Show Birding Tour 

915/283-2682 281/445-1187
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Typecast in Houston 
Every month, it takes a 

mere 48 hours for some 
300,000 copies of this 

magazine to roll off the presses.  
That's pretty amazing stuff, 
considering that before Johann 
Gutenberg's adaptation of mov
able type in the 1450s, it could 
take dozens of scribes four years 
to create a single book. Movable 
type allowed information to 
reach the masses, and the world 
would never be the same.  

From the earliest cuneiform 
tablets to headlines announcing 
President Clinton's impeach
ment hearings, the Museum 
of Printing History in Houston 
aims to show you how written 
communication has influenced 
the course of history. The mu
seum's galleries contain hun
dreds of rare printing artifacts, 
including early papyrus scrolls 
and Asian palm-leaf books, 
the first printing of the Bill of 
Rights, the only known copy 
of the Law of Colonization of 
Texas, the only existing model 
of the first commercial offset 
press, and the truest reproduc
tion of a Gutenberg press in 
existence.  

What else can you find here? 
Books and documents from the 
American Revolution through 
the Civil War. Antique office 
machines ranging from type
writers to the first photocopier.

At the Museum of Printing His
tory, you can print a leaf from 
Gutenberg's Bible on the Albion 
Press, made in the 1820s.

A gallery of historical headlines 
documenting important events 
ranging from Lincoln's Gettys
burg Address to the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. Workshops where 
professional and student print
ers, lithographers, papermak
ers, and bookbinders practice 
and demonstrate their skills.  
Miniature books, opera posters, 
and, through April 10, 170 of 
Norman Rockwell's most fa
mous Saturday Evening Post 
covers. And much, much more.  

The Museum of Printing His
tory, at 1324 W. Clay in Houston 
(77019), opens Tue-Sun 10-5.  
Admission: $2, $1 students and 
age 65 and older, free age 12 
and younger. Call 713/522-4652.  

Unwind in Winedale Just five minutes outside 
of Round Top, the 200-acre 
educational center and 

living-history museum known 
as Winedale shines come 
springtime. On March 20-21, 
one of Texas' most respected 
craft shows, Winedale's Spring 
Festival & Texas Crafts Ex
hibition, takes place amid the 
11 major historical structures 
gathered in the 1940s, '50s, 
and '60s by Houston arts patron 
Ima Hogg.  

Some say the festival resem
bles a county fair. Homemade
food and drink vendors abound.  
Forty or so contemporary Tex
as potters, weavers, woodwork
ers, furniture makers, jewelers, 
and other master craftspeople 
display their wares and demon
strate their skills, taking the 
occasional break to lounge on 
an 1860s porch or beneath a 
stately shade tree. Nearby, oth
er artisans practice the arts of 
a century ago-such as goose
plucking, lacemaking, corn
shucking, and fiddle-playing.  

On stages set up throughout 
the site, blues, polka, and Tex
as-style country bands will 
entertain, and if you're a musi
cian yourself, you can even 
attend workshops in banjo-play
ing, fiddling, and guitar-picking.  
Shakespearean performances, 
cowboy storytelling, a mari
onette show, and Texas folk-

A lush creek flows through Hempstead's gorgeous Peckerwood Gar
den, which thrives with unusual plants from Mexico and Asia.

foods demonstrations make it 
hard to decide how to spend 
your time.  

Of course, you may simply 
want to wander the grounds.  
Taste some German strudel 
and listen to a cowboy tall tale.  
Admire a potter's handiwork 
and hold a wine chime into the 
spring breeze. Marvel at a pot
bellied stove or a leaded-glass 
window from a century ago. At 
Winedale's springtime festival, 
Texas' colorful past comes to 
life. The event takes place in 
Winedale, on Farm-to-Market 
Road 2714, four miles east of 
Round Top. Admission: $5, $2 
age 12 and younger and stu
dents with ID. For more infor
mation, write to Box 11, Round 
Top 78954-0111; 409/278-3530.  

Botanical Bonanza 
ou might never guess 
that one of America's 
prettiest and most unu

sual gardens lies just an hour 
west of Houston in Hempstead.  
If you're not paying close atten
tion, in fact, you might miss 
the sign on Farm-to-Market 
Road 359: a small green plaque 
marked "Peckerwood Founda
tion"-a tongue-in-cheek allu
sion to the area's many wood
peckers and an obscure nod to 
one of founder John Fairey's 
favorite books, Patrick Dennis' 
Auntie Mame.  

Turn into the gravel drive-

way, and you'll see the first hint 
that you're somewhere special: 
John Fairey's sleek, sculptural 
house, itself a repository for 
Mexican folk art and a tone
setter for the seven-acre gar
den. Now part of The Garden 
Conservancy, a national organ
ization dedicated to preserv
ing America's landscape heri
tage, John's garden unfurls 
with myriad subtle surprises.  

At Peckerwood Garden, you 
won't find the usual tulips and 
roses and vibrant perennial 
color; the garden's charms are 
less conspicuous, more medita
tive. Since John bought the prop
erty (then an open field) in 1971, 
he has gradually created a show
case of adapted trees and plants, 
mostly from Asia and Mexico.  

"A garden should always be 
in a state of flux," John says.  
"You never know what will grow 
until you try." Trial and error 
has paid off-more than 3,000 
species thrive here now. Untold 
numbers of rain lilies (zephyr
anthes), collected in Texas and 
Mexico, blanket many areas.  
Tiny white and pink blossoms 
of an Asian apricot (Prunus 
mume) add height and color, 
even during the coldest months 
of winter. Dramatic sculpture 
sets off groupings of spiky, sym
metrical yuccas and agaves.  
The twisted trunks of trees 
from around the world stretch 
toward the sky. You might even 
spot the shiny foliage of rare,
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native snowbells (styrax)-many 
reintroduced to Texas for the 
first time since the 1800s. John 
likens his work here-in a test
ing garden that just happens to 
be beautiful-to "archeology 
with plants." 

Peckerwood Garden and 
the adjacent Yucca Do Nursery, 
where you can buy plants for 
your own garden, open by ap
pointment and during the Gar
den Conservancy's open days 
(Mar. 19-21, Apr. 16, 18, 23, 25, 
and 30, May 2, 7, and 9, Oct. 2, 
3, 16, and 17, and Nov. 6-7 this 
year). Admission on these days: 
$5. Write to Route 3, Box 103, 
Hempstead 77445, or call 409/ 
826-3232.  

By the Way...  I n our 1998 readers' poll, you 
voted the Brenham area in 

Washington County the "best 
place to view wildflowers." It's 
also one of the best places to 
take in Texas history, with such 
sites as Washington-on-the
Brazos State Historical Park 
(see story, page 18), the Chap
pell Hill Historical Museum, 
and the old Burton Cotton Gin 
within easy drives of one anoth
er. From March 15 through 
May 1, the Washington County 
Chamber of Commerce spon
sors the annual Bluebonnet 
Trails, a self-guided driving tour 
that combines the best flower
viewing routes with the county's 
historical locales. Pick up a 
free map at 314 S. Austin St. in 

It's flower season! Festivals 
throughout Texas this month 
celebrate spring's bluebonnets, 
azaleas, dogwood, wisteria, 
daffodils, and more.

Brenham, or call 409/836-3695 
or 888-BRENHAM.  

n March 27, Austin County 
celebrates the Colonial 

Texas Heritage Festival to 
commemorate the role of San 
Felipe, the home of Stephen E 
Austin and the economic and 
political capital of the Austin 
colony, in Texas' struggle for 
independence. In and 
around Stephen E Aus
tin State Historical Park, 
reenactors will demon
strate colonial crafts and 
skills, bluegrass and western 
bands will entertain, and a trail 
ride-arriving from the Alamo 
-will deliver a copy of William 
Barret Travis' famous "Victory 
or Death!" missive.... call 409/ 
885-3222 or 885-3613.  

lush with azaleas (as well 
as blooming dogwoods and 

wisteria), the town of Jasper cel
ebrates its springtime harbin
gers in March with a self-guid
ed Azalea Trail (Mar. 14-Apr.4) 
through the town's residential 
district. Pick up free maps of 
the route at the chamber of 
commerce, one block north of 
the courthouse square, where 
a full-blown Azalea Festival 
takes place March 27. Past fes
tivals have featured bands, lo
cal entertainers, kids' activities, 
and lots of food and drink ven
dors.... call 409/384-2762.  St. Patrick's Day (Mar. 17) 

falls on a Wednesday this 
year, but San Antonio folks 
need a full weekend to ring in 
the Irish holiday. La Villita hops 
March 12-13 with the Alamo 
Irish Festival, which includes 
continuous live music, Celtic 
and Irish dancers at the Arne
son River Theatre, plus ven
dors galore. The annual St.  
Patrick's Day Parade, featur
ing some 100 floats and other 
entries, begins on March 13 
around noon, at Avenue E and 
3rd Street, and wends through 
downtown, arriving at La Villita 
around 1:30. Also that day, a 
5-K Fun Run and Walk, com
plete with Irish dancers at the 
finish line, takes place at Brack
enridge Park. Finally, on March 
14, the annual River Dyeing 
Parade-with dozens of barges

loaded with bagpipe bands and 
Irish dignitaries-chugs down 
a temporarily-green San Anto
nio River.... call 210/344-4317 
(festival and street parade), 
497-8435 (fun run), and 490-1661 
(river parade).  

Ancient Egyptians cherished fa
ience (a type of ceramics) for its 
blue-green color, which they 
thought had magical qualities.  
MUSEUM OF ART, RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF 
DESIGN, PHOTO BY DEL BOGART 

O n March 20, Navasota hosts 
its annual Herb Days fes

tival to tout spring's aromatic 
bounty. You can pick up herbs 
and other plants for your spring 
garden; learn growing tips 
from vendors; visit with herbal
ists and massage therapists; 
buy such items as potpourri, 
pottery, collectibles, wood
crafts, and herbal mixes for 
cooking and beauty; and watch 
demonstrations of soap-making 
and blacksmithing. A tasting 
table-laden with such herb
infused treats as dips, jellies, 
breads, cakes, honey, and veg
etable dishes-may inspire 
you to expand your herbal 
repertoire....409/825-6600 or 
800/252-6642.  Faience, an ancient form of 

Egyptian ceramics, was 
used throughout Egyptian his
tory in objects ranging from 
necklaces and small vessels to 
royal statuary. Through April 
25, the Kimbell Art Museum 
in Fort Worth presents some 
200 examples of the medium 
in Gifts of the Nile: Ancient 
Egyptian Faience. The Egyp
tians, who thought the blue and 
green colors of such stones as 
turquoise and lapis lazuli pos
sessed magical qualities, may 
have developed faience to imi
tate the stones' naturally occur
ring hues.... call 817/332-8451.  
Web site: www.kimbellart.org.

For information on 
emergency road conditions 

in Texas, call 800/452-9292.  

Because every day is a "wild
flower day" during Central 

Texas' prime blooming season, 
the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center in Aus
tin has spread its annual 

Wildflower Days Festival 
across four weekends in March, 
April, and May, beginning with 
the Children's Festival (story
tellers, singers, and nature 
activities) on March 20-21. The 
popular Plant Sale & Garden
ing Festival takes place March 
27-28, when you can visit with 
landscape pros, plan your gar
den, buy plants and seeds, and 
tour the center's many gardens 
for inspiration. April's Photo 
Festival (Apr. 24, featuring 
photography workshops and 
lectures) and May's Artisans 
Festival (May 22-23) fill out 
the spring schedule.... call 
512/292-4200.  O ne of Houston's biggest 

art events, the Bayou City 
Art Festival will attract some 
30,000 people to the city's lush 
Memorial Park on March 27-28.  
Beneath the towering pines, 
some 300 artists from around 
the country will sell their 
wares, musicians will perform, 
a children's area will offer art 
activities, and revelers galore 
can sample international food, 
beer, and wine. Parking is not 
allowed at the festival site, 
but you can take a free shuttle 
from several Houston loca
tions.... call 713/521-0133.  
Web site: www.artcolony.org.  

he city of Round Rock cele
brates spring on March 6 

with its fourth annual Daffodil 
Days Festival. Named for the 
75,000-plus bulbs that will start 
blooming 'round town this 
month, the event features live 
music, strolling entertainers, 
food and craft booths, a raffle, 
and kids' activities like face
painting and clown perfor
mances.... call 800/747-3479 
or 512/218-5499.
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T E X C E T E R A brings you readers' tips and timely travel tidbits.  
Because we're unable to check out every item in "Readers Recom
mend," and because details can change, we encourage you to call ahead 
for more information. When we mention new places, products, or publi
cations, we try to include only those with promise; keep in mind, how
ever, that problems can occur with start-up businesses.  

If you run across a noteworthy Lone Star attraction, restaurant, event, 
or product, we'd love to hear about it. Write to Readers Recommend, 
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: editors@texas 
highways.com. Remember that space constraints prevent us from run
ning every suggestion we receive. We reserve the right to edit items.

READERS RECOMMEND...  

A n unexpected Christmas 
break allowed my wife and 

me to spend a few days visiting 
the Texas "alpine" country 
around Fort Davis. While the 
mountains are not snow-capped 
or as massive as those of our 
native Switzerland, the scenery 
was breathtaking, the weather 
wonderful, and our accommo
dations, at the beautiful, an
tique-appointed Veranda Historic 
Inn in Fort Davis, exceptional.  
The hospitality and friendli
ness of hosts Kathie and Paul 
Woods were overwhelming, 
and Kathie's breakfasts would 
merit at least two Michelin 
Guide rosettes.  

[We also recommend] the 
excellent Blue Mountain Gourmet 
Diner, and a super, old-fash
ioned burger at the Fort Davis 
Drug Store and Old Texas Inn.  
Following advice from Paul, 
we also took in some strenuous 
hiking in the Davis Mountains 
Resort and were rewarded with 
possibly the most spectacular 
views we have encountered 
since leaving our homeland.  

Edmund and Fabienne Roberts, 
Austin, via email 

The Veranda Historic Inn is at 
210 Court in Fort Davis. Reser
vations required; 915/426-2233 
or 888/383-2847. Also in Fort 
Davis are the Blue Mountain 
Gourmet Diner (915/426
2479), at the intersection of 
Texas 118 and Texas 17, and the 
Fort Davis Drug Store and Old 
Texas Inn (915/426-3118), on

Texas 17 (Main Street). For in
formation on the Davis Moun
tains Resort, call 915/426-3918.  

WILD IN THE CITY 
n late spring, Corpus Christi 
Botanical Gardens, at 8545 South 

Staples, will unveil its new Wet
lands Interpretive Center, with an 
open-air observation deck, as 
well as indoor exhibits and an 
educational kiosk, all stressing

A nd slated for May, the new $10 million Serial Thriller 
ride at AstroWorld, A Six Flags 
Theme Park, in Houston, takes 
those who dare, legs dangling 
in the air, up 102 feet, down 
10 stories, and through twists, 
loops, and spins at up to 55 mph.  
Call 713/799-1234.  

Folks looking for a cool time 
in Edinburg can check out 

SuperSplash Adventure, a new 
35-acre water park with an 
assortment of tube and speed 
slides, river rides, wave/surf 
pools, and a children's water
play area. Call 956/318-3286 
or 800/667-1456.  

RIENZI FRENZY 

M aking its public debut as 
a stop on the annual Aza

lea Trail (March 6-7 and 13-14), 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston's 
new house-museum, Rienzi, 
promises to captivate lovers of

p a ce o we an s 1t-ad9hCeur 
in urban settings. Write tth- and 19th-Century 
to 8545 South Sta- European decorative 
piles Street, Cor- arts. A gift to the 

pies Street, Cor-43 T museum in 1991, pus Christi 78413; thjxasv 
361/852-2100. 

the expansive 

3 2 River Oaks 
home of the late 

D ASH A N D Harris Masterson 
S P LA SH III and his wife, 

everal Lone Star Carroll Sterling 
theme parks will Masterson, features 

sport major additions this the couple's collections.  
season. (Be sure to call ahead Included are Worcester porce-
for days and hours of oper
ation.) A spring arrival at 
SeaWorld in San Antonio, the new 
multimillion-dollar Steel Eel 
coaster, will electrify riders with 
a 150-foot dive right off the bat, 
and 3,700 feet of curves, humps, 
and plunges, at up to 3.5 face
warping Gs. Call 210/523-3611.  
S cheduled to open in late 

spring in Arlington, Batman The 
Ride will wing onto the scene in 
Six Flags Over Texas' new Goth
am City section. Riders, in ski 
lift-style chairs suspended from 
the track above, fly through 
vertical loops, corkscrews, and 
a heart-stopping, zero-gravity 
spin. Call 817/530-6050.

lain (some 800 pieces, including 
Plate from the Stowe Service, ca.  
1813, above), mid-18th-Century 
furniture made in London, 
English portraiture, and Italian 
and Spanish religious paintings.  
Azaleas and roses cover the 
grounds surrounding Rienzi, 
which was named for Harris 
Masterson's grandfather. For 
information on tours during the 
Azalea Trail, call 713/523-2483.  
For information on touring 
Rienzi (reservations required) 
once it officially opens to the 
public on May 1, write to the 
MFAH, Box 6826, Houston 
77265-6826; 713/639-7800.  
PHOTO TOM R. DUBROCK

BRAGGIN' RIGHTS 
After decades of debate, a 

highfalutin issue can finally 
be put to rest. Austin American
Statesman writer Mike Ward 
recently reported that, yes, 
Texas' Capitol is taller than the 
one in Washington, D.C. This 
past December, surveyors 
from the General Land Office 
measured our statehouse and 
determined that it soars 302.64 
feet, some 15 feet higher than 
the nation's Capitol. But the 
braggin' rights prove bitter
sweet, as the measurement 
also confirms that our granite 
landmark is not the tallest 
state capitol of all: According 
to Mike, Louisiana's and 
Illinois' are loftier.  

MUSIC TO OUR EARS 
cheduled to open February 
20, the Lucille "Lupe" Mur

chison Performing Arts Center, on 
the University of North Texas 
campus in Denton, will provide 
students of UNT's acclaimed 
College of Music a state-of-the
art place to play. The 72,500
square-foot, domed structure 
-which includes an acoustical
ly spectacular Performance 
Hall, as well as the Lyric The
ater-will also host programs 
from UNT's Department of 
Dance and Theater, as well as 
community groups and guest 
artists. The inaugural season 
features a host of special events.  
Write to Box 311070, Denton 
76203-1070; 940/565-3993.  

A april's forecast calls 
for showers of wild

flowers, as we bring 
you legends, lore, and 
blossoms galore. More 
flora awaits in our story 
on Fort Worth's Weston 
Gardens, while colossal 
fossils fill a feature on 
dinosaurs. And have 
you passed through 
Lampasas lately?
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WIND 0 N TE :xAS

Iwo 14-inch guns on the historic Battleship Texas frame the 570-foot San Jacinto Monument. The monument 
commemorates the heroes of the Battle of San Jacinto and all the others who helped Texas win its independence 
in 1836. The U.S.S. Texas was the last of the dreadnoughts to have served in bcth world wars. Working at night, 

photographer Michael Frye light-painted the gun barrels with a blue-filtered electronic flash.
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