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INTRODUCTION 

San Angelo has been blessed with many places 
to fish. Not only are three lakes (Nasworthy, 0. C.  
Fisher, and Twin Buttes) nearby, but the North and 
South Concho rivers run right through the city. This, 
coupled with the native fish present and the stocking 
efforts of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
provides area anglers the opportunity to fish for just 
about anything they could want -- from largemouth 
bass, white crappie, and channel catfish to redfish, 
rainbow trout, and hybrid striped bass. The variety of 
lakes and rivers allows any type of angler to fish -- big 
boats, little boats, fishing tubes, and shore line anglers 
- in just about any setting -- close to home, out on the 
lake, in a quiet spot on the river, or right downtown.  
San Angelo can offer almost every angler the kind of 
fishing trip they like best.
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LAKE NASWORTHY 

RED. BLUFF ROAD 

ROAD 

KNICKERBOCKER 

Lake Nasworthy is a 1,598 acre power plant reservoir located on the 
southwest side of San Angelo. The warm water and abundant vegetation 
provide excellent fishing for largemouth bass, channel and flathead catfish, and 
sunfishes. The warm waters also provides an ideal environment for red drum.  
(a salt water specie stocked by TPWD), and the lake supports a good fishery 
for this popular sportfish. Hybrid striped bass also have been stocked into 
Lake Nasworthy and provide an excellent fighting and eating fish.  

Numerous reed or bullrush patches in the main lake and fallen trees 
in the river channels provide excellent places to fish for largemouth bass. The 
flats near the warm water discharge are a good place to fish for red drum.-The 
deeper waters near the dam in the river channels are good places to catch 
catfish. Hybrids are found all over the lake, and concentrate in the mouth of 
Pecan Creek and the Twin Buttes' discharge.J -f 

The lake has numerous public boat ramps which can accommodate 
any size of boat, as well as good access for shoreline anglers and a public 
fishing pier. The City of San Angelo controls the reservoir and charges a small 
fee for using some of the boat ramps. For more information,'contact the City 
of San Angelo Public Works Department at (915) 657-4206.

3



O. C. FISHER 
NOREH CONCHO RCRER 

LADEN ROAD 

0. C. Fisher is a 5,440 acre lake on the northwest side of San 
Angelo. Not only does this lake support a good population of largemouth 
bass, it also has tremendous crappie and white bass populations. In addition 
to channel and flathead catfishes, 0. C. Fisher also has blue catfish.  

The many fallen trees in the along the river and creek channels and 
the rip-rap on the dam are good places to catch largemouth bass and crappie.  
The river channel in the main lake is a hot spot for catfish. White bass are 
caught by trolling and casting for surfacing fish which can sometimes be 
spotted along the dam, out from the Red Arroyo Park, and around a 
submerged island in the middle of the lake.  

There are boat ramps and shore access parks in. the San Angelo 
State Park on the south side of the lake by the dam, in the Red Arroyo area, 
and the Potts Creek area. There are also acres of shore access on the north 
side of the lake along the North Concho River.  

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department took control of the reservoir in 
1995 and built the San Angelo State Park office along the South shore.  
Contact the State Park office at (915) 949-4757 for current fees and access 
information..
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Twin Buttes, a 9,080 acre reservoir located a few-miles west of San 
Angelo, is actually two lakes connected by an equalization channel. The lake 
supports good populations of largemouth bass, white bass, crappie, and blue, 
channel, and flathead catfishes.  

Twin Buttes offers diverse habitats to suit any angler. There is rip rap 
along the dam, shallow flats with flooded salt cedar, submerged humps and 
river channels, large areas of open water, rocky points, and fallen brush in the 
Middle and South Concho Rivers and Spring Creek.  

There are 3 public boat ramps located at the equalization channel off 
of Knickerbocker road, the main park off US 67, and near 12-mile bait stand 
off US 67 (Middle Concho River). The city of San Angelo controls the reservoir 
and charges a small fee for using some of the boat ramps.- For more 
information, contact the City of San Angelo Public Works Department at (915) 
657-4206.
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North and South Concho Rivers 
Designated Community Lakes 

The North and South Concho rivers flow through San Angelo 
forming small lakes along the rivers by a series of low water dams. The lakes 
have good shoreline access, with shade trees and picnic tables and a diverse 
fish community. These lakes are Designated Community Lakes (DCL's) and 
have special fishing regulations for channel and blue catfish. These 
regulations are: 12 inch minimum length, 5 fish per day, pole and line fishing 
only. All other statewide regulations apply. The City of San Angelo alows 
boats on the city lakes, but they cannot be powered by a gasoline motor: 

TPWD has stocked channel catfish and largemouth bass in allthe 
lakes along the rivers. Hybrid striped bass also have been stocked into'Bell 
Street Lake. Additionally, sunfish, crappie, carp, and longnose gar live in the 
lakes and provide excellent fishing.  

29th Street Lake 
This 8 acre lake goes from the stilling basin at O. C. Fisher reservoir 
to the low water dam at 29th street. The area is unimproved and 
access is along trails through the trees and bushes to clearings 
along'the shore. Small boats can be launched by hand through one 
of the clearings.  

North Concho Park 
This 8 acre lake runs from 19th street to 14th street. It is a shallow 
lake with limited shoreline access.  

Picnic Bend Park 
This 4 acre lake runs from 14th street to the low water crossing at 
Elm street. This park has good shoreline access with large trees, 
picnic tables, and off-street parking. This lake is fairly shallow, but 
large rocks provide good habitat for catfish.  

Houston-Harte 
This 5 acre lake lies between the low water crossing at Elm Street 
and the dam under the Houston-Harte Expressway. Shoreline 
access is good and almost completely shaded. Fallen trees'and 
aquatic vegetation provide excellent places to fish for sunfish and 
largemouth bass.  

Central High 
This is a 4 acre lake that extends from the dam under the Houston
Harte Expressway to the dam at 1st street. This lake has good 
shaded shoreline access along both sides.
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Irving Street 
This lake is 17 acres and extends from the:dam at 1st street to the 
low water crossing at Irving'Street. This lake is stocked with several 
hundred adult sunfish and channel catfish every year for the Fiesta 
Del Concho Kids Fishing Rodeo.and with several thousand rainbow 
trout for the Family Fishing Seminar. It has good shoreline access 
on the north side near the golf course and limited access on the 
south side.  

Oakes Street 
This 6 acre lake lies between the low water crossing at Irving Street 
and the dam under Oakes Street. The north side of the lake has a 
paved walkway, making it ideal for physically challenged anglers.  
Oakes Street lake is also stocked with several hundred adult sunfish 
and channel catfish every year for the Fiesta Del Concho Kids 
Fishing Rodeo and with several thousand rainbow trout provided by 
the City of San Angelo and TPWD.  

Bell Street 
This 90 acre lake runs along the North Concho river from the dam 
under Oakes Street to the dam at Bell Street, and back up the 
South Concho river to the dam at Avenue K. Shoreline access 
along this lake is diverse. Most of it is mown park land with picnic 
tables and large trees shading the shoreline. A small area near 
Avenue K has been left fairly overgrown and access is restricted to 
trails through the bushes. There is also a boat ramp near Bell street.  
Fallen trees and aquatic vegetation provide excellent fishing spots 
for largemouth bass and sunfish. Hybrid striped bass have been 
stocked by TPWD.  

Lone Wolf 
This is an 80 acre lake that is located between the dam at Avenue 
K and South Bryant Boulevard. Shoreline access is limited to Lone 
Wolf Park near the City of San Angelo Fire Training Center and the 
area under the South Bryant overpass. Some access for shore 
anglers and boat launching is found under the South Chadbourne 
bridge near the TPWD fish hatchery.  

Ben Ficklin 
This lake runs from the Dam at South Bryant Boulevard to the dam 
near the San Angelo Country Club. Access is restricted to the Dam 
under the South Bryant overpass and under the South Loop 306 
overpass.  

Metcalf 
This 50 acre lake lies between the dam near the San Angelo 
Country Club and Lake Nasworthy. Access is restricted to the area 
behind the Lake Nasworthy dam.
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SUNFISHES 

Sunfishes, referred to as "perch" by many people, can grow 
up to 8-9 inches and weigh over a pound and although all of the 
sunfishes look similar to the bluegill, they are not exactly the same.  
There are several types of sunfishes in the lakes and rivers of San 
Angelo. Some of the different types of sunfishes you might catch are 
bluegill (pictured above), green sunfish, longear sunfish, warmouth, 
redbreast sunfish, and redear sunfish.  

Sunfishes stay in shallow water near the bank during the 
warmer months and are easy to catch using a small hook (size "8" or 
smaller) baited with corn, cheese, crickets, grasshoppers, a small 
piece of a worm, or just about any bug. You can either fish with a 
bobber or on the bottom and can catch as many with a cane pole as 
with a rod and reel. Using lightweight line, like 4 pound test, and ultra 
light rods and reels really makes sunfish fishing fun. Some sunfishes 
are easy to catch using lures like flies, spinners, and small soft-bodied 
grubs.  

There are no size or bag limits on sunfishes in the lakes and 
rivers of San Angelo, so you do not have to worry about how big they 
are or how many you catch.
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WHITE CRAPPIE 

White crappie occur naturally in all the lakes and rivers 
around San Angelo. They are a flat silvery white fish with black bars 
on their sides. They are sometimes called "paper-mouths" because 
they have a very thin membrane around their mouth.  

While they are young, white crappie eat insects, but when they 
get larger, they switch over to minnows. Crappie can be caught using 
light weight tackle (4-6 pound test line), small rubber or marabou jigs, 
and minnows. In the spring, crappie move to shallow water and 
congregate in preparation to spawning making it easy to catch a large 
number of them. After spawning, the fish move back to deep water 
and get harder to catch.  

White crappie must be 10 inches in length before you can 
keep them and you can keep 25 per day.
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CHANNEL CATFISH 

Channel catfish, the type of catfish that you buy in the grocery 
store, occur naturally in the lakes and rivers around San Angelo.  
TPWD stocks channel catfish into the lakes along the North and 
South Concho rivers. They do not have scales and are light colored 
on the sides, are speckled with black spots, and have a forked tail.  
Channel catfish can grow to several pounds in a few years and are 
very fun to catch.  

Channel catfish stay in deeper water during the warm months.  
They eat many things, which makes fishing for them easy. You can 
use corn, cheese, liver, worms, insects, crawfish, prepared baits, and 
just about anything else. It is best to fish for them on the bottom, but 
you can still catch them using a bobber.  

There are regulations on channel catfish. If they are caught 
in the North Concho River between the stilling basin at O. C. Fisher 
Reservoir and the Bell Street dam and the South Concho River 
between the Lone Wolf dam and the Bell Street dam, they must be 12 
inches long before you can keep them and you can keep 5 per day in 
the aggregate*. In the larger reservoirs, channel catfish also need to 
be 12 inches long and you can keep 25 per day.  

* 'In aggregate' means that a bag and possession limit may consist of any combination 
of species, subspecies and hybrids of listed species.
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BLUE CATFISH 

Blue catfish look very similar to channel catfish and are found in 
O. C. Fisher and Twin Buttes. Blue catfish have a longer anal fin (30-36 
rays) than a channel catfish (24-29 rays) and do not have dark spots on 
their bodies like smaller channel catfish do. They also have sharp spines 
at their dorsal and pectoral fins.  

The blue catfish will accept most natural baits, but prefer live bait 
like minnows, shad, and small sunfish. Unlike channel catfish, they do 
not spend most of the time near the bottom, but swim around in the 
middle and near the surface of the lake. Blue catfish can reach much 
larger sizes than channel catfish; the current state records are a 116 
pound blue catfish and a 36.5 pound channel catfish.  

The blue catfish regulations are the same as the channel catfish 
regulations. If they are caught in the North Concho River between the 
stilling basin at O. C. Fisher Reservoir and the Bell Street dam and the 
South Concho River between the Lone Wolf dam and the Bell Street 
dam, they must be 12 inches long before you can keep them and you can 
keep 5 per day in the aggregate*. In the large reservoirs, blue catfish also 
need to be 12 inches long and you can keep 25 per day.  

* 'In aggregate' means that a bag and possession limit may consist of any combination of 
species, subspecies and hybrids of listed species.
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BLACK BULLHEAD 

The North and South Concho rivers and area lakes also have 
black bullhead catfish in them, although not very many. Other names for 
bullheads are mudcats, polywogs, and mudpolys. Their bodies are 
scaleless and usually dark green or black on top and yellow on bottom.  
Their tail is not forked and they have a large mouth. They generally do 
not get longer than 12 inches.  

Bullheads will accept almost any natural bait, but the best baits 
are corn, worms, prepared baits, and cheese. The best way to fish for 
them is on the bottom with a small hook.  

There are no size or number restictions on bullheads so you can 
keep any that you catch.
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FLATHEAD CATFISH
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/

There are a few flathead catfish in the rivers of San Angelo, 
however, most of them are found in the large reservoirs. They are also 
known as yellow catfish and can grow to be very large and are long lived.  
The flathead is also scaleless and does not have a forked tail. It's lower 
lip sticks out giving its head a flattened appearance.  

Flathead catfish prefer to eat live fish so the best way to catch 
them is to use a large hook baited with a live sunfish or shad. You also 
need to use heavy line and a stout rod and reel.  

Flathead catfish must be 18 inches long before you can keep 
them and you can keep 5 per day.
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LARGEMOUTH BASS 

Largemouth bass occur naturally in the lakes and rivers of San 
Angelo and TPWD also stocks them. They are a scaly fish with large 
mouths (hence their name), are greenish in color, and can grow to 
several pounds.  

These fish prefer to feed on other fish. Largemouth bass live 
near the shore by vegetation and fallen branches, or around rocks. They 
are readily caught with artificial lures such as crankbaits, spinnerbaits, 
plastic worms and grubs, rattling baits, and many others. They can also 
be caught by baiting a medium sized hook with minnows or small sunfish 
and fishing on the bottom or with a bobber.  

There are different regulations that apply to largemouth bass in 
different areas. In San Angelo, they must be 14 inches long before you 
can keep them and you can keep 5 per day.
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WHITE BASS 

White bass are found mainly in O. C. Fisher and Twin Buttes 
reservoirs, although some occur in Lake Nasworthy and in the North and 
South Concho rivers in town. They are a flat, deep bodied fish with white 
sides. Dark, broken, horizontal stripes run along its sides. This fish can 
be distinguished from the hybrid striped bass by a tooth patch on its 
tongue. The white bass has 1 "U" shaped patch and the hybrid striped 
bass has 2 oval shaped patches.  

White bass are a schooling fish that feed mainly on shad. They 
are often found when they have chased a school of shad to the surface 
of the water, causing the shad to jump and splash. During the winter, 
these schools of shad at the surface can be found by watching for diving 
seagulls. On calm days the commotion on the water can be seen and 
heard for a great distance. The best baits to use for white bass are 
minnows and small shad-like lures on light weight line.  

In the San Angelo area, all white bass must be 10 inches long 
before you can keep them and you can keep 25 per day.
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HYBRID STRIPED BASS 

Hybrid striped bass (called hybrids) have been stocked into Bell 
Street Lake and Lake Nasworthy by TPWD. Hybrids are whitish in color 
with black stripes down their sides and have 2 oval shaped tooth patches 
on their tongue (white bass have 1 "U" shaped tooth patch). They grow 
very quickly and can weigh several pounds in a few years.  

These fish prefer to feed on live fish, but also eat other things.  
The best way to catch them is to bait a medium sized hook with a live 
shad and use a bobber, but they can also be caught fishing on the bottom 
with live shad, minnows, or sunfish, and with other baits like liver and 
worms. Artificial lures such as silver spoons and shiny rattling baits are 
the can also be used to catch hybrids.  

Hybrid striped bass must be 18 inches long to keep them and you 
can keep 5 fish per day.
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CARP

The carp is found all over the U. S., including San Angelo. It is 
a native to Asia and was imported many years ago. It has large scales 
and is usually orangish in color. They have small fleshy mouths with 
barbels.  

Carp can grow to be very large and are tremendous fighters 
when hooked, which makes them very fun to catch. The best way to fish 
for them is with a small hook and weight on the bottom using baits such 
as com, cheese, and dough baits although they eat many different things.  

There are no size or number restrictions on carp.
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RED DRUM 

In the San Angelo area, Red drum (sometimes called redfish) are 
found only in Lake Nasworthy, where they are stocked by TPWD. Red 
drum are a popular salt water sportfish that must have warm water to 
survive the winter and the power plant at Lake Nasworthy keeps the water 
warm enough for them. They are orange-red in color and have at least 
1 spot near the tail. The red drum is a delicious tasting fish and grows to 
very large sizes.  

Red drum eat other fish like shad and sunfish. During the colder 
months, they can be found in the flats, but during the warm months, they 
can be found all over the lake. The best baits are live shad and sunfish, 
but they will also strike lures like spinnerbaits, crankbaits, and plastic 
grubs and worms.  

In Lake Nasworthy, red drum must be 20 inches long before you 
can keep them and you can keep 3 per day.
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RAINBOW TROUT 

Rainbow trout are a cold water fish that are stocked by TPWD 
and the City of San Angelo into Oakes Street and Irving Street lakes 
beginning around November. They are very shiny and have small scales.  
Their bellies are silvery and they have multi colored sides, but many of 
them also have spots on their sides and backs. They are only stocked in 
the winter because the water gets too warm for them to survive the 
summer.  

Rainbow trout are one of the easiest fish to catch. They will 
readily accept prepared baits, salmon eggs, worms, whole kernel corn, 
cheese, artificial flies, in-line spinners, and even very small minnows.  
Light weight and ultra-light weight tackle is best and they put up a 
tremendous fight when hooked. Do not set the hook very hard when you 
feel a nibble or you will pull the bait out of their mouths.  

There is no size limit on rainbow trout and you can keep 5 per 
day. Also, if you are between 17 and 64 years old, or if you turn 65 after 
September 1, 1995, you must have a freshwater trout stamp in addition 
to your fishing license.
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The purchase of fishing equipment and 
motor boat fuels supports the Federal Aid in 
Sport Fish Restoration Fund. This fund 
supports fisheries management and research, 
fish production, angler education and 
information, boating access and facilities 
projects, boat safety, and aquatic habitat 
management.  
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Austin Information - 1-800-792-1112 
San Angelo area Game Wardens - (915) 651-4844


