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Through Their Eyes: 
Best of Texas 2014 
By Louie Bond 
Photographers share their love of Texas' natural wonders.
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MAllance for Audtedi Meda

In the Field 
TOM HARVEY is a hunter, birder, paddler, backpacker 

and seeker of wild places who grew up in a family that cares about 

nature and the outdoors. His father is a lifelong hunter who start

ed birding in midlife and traveled to birding hot spots around the 

world. By example, he taught Tom about the common ground 

between the many different kinds of 

people who share a love for the out
doors. Tom started with the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department in 

1992 and is deputy director of the 

Communications Division. When he's 

not out on an adventure, he often 

thinks about how to pay the bills for 

conservation. His article this month 

about the Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Foundation showcases the evolution of 

this separate nonprofit that raises pri

vate donations for the public good.  

LIND"A H ED ESbegan her career with Texas state parks 

doing biological fieldwork in the natural resources program while 

completing a master's degree in biology at Sul Ross State Univer

sity in Alpine. During those early years she fell in love with Kick

apoo Cavern State Park (which she 

writes about this month) for its 

tremendous biological richness, both 

above and below the ground. An avid 

birder, Linda well remembers seeing 

her first black-capped vireo there, 

anc later went on to operate a bird

banding station and to map vireo 

nes-ing territories. Currently, Linda 

serves as regional interpretive special

ist for 19 parks in West Texas, training 

rangers and producing park publica

tions and interpretive signage, 

KARHEN IARKS is the aquatic education manager for 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. She never dreamed 

of working for the government, but nine years ago she 

jumped onboard. Karen, whose Skill Builder this month 

covers the proper way to tie your hiking boots, was intro

duced to hiking and backpacking through a high school out

door education program. As a Girl 

. Scout troop leader for 15 years, she 

led many girls and parents down 

miles and miles of trails. She con

tinues to share her passion for the 

outdoors with her family and 

friends. Karen spends a lot of time 

on her feet - when she's not hiking 

through her favorite national park 

or state park, she can be found 

on the salsa dance floor with 

her husband.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 7



FROM THE P E N OF CARTER P. S M IT H 

Their talents are many. Their time is a godsend. And, if they were an army, they would be a for
midable one.  

Each day, scores of dedicated volunteers come to work on behalf of Texas' lands, waters, fish, wildlife 

and parks. You don't have to look far to find them. They are in the parks, the hatcheries and the wildlife 

management areas. They are in the schools and on the shooting ranges, on the water and in the water

sheds. Wherever the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has a conservation project to undertake, a 

property or facility to manage or an outdoors-related skill or topic to 

teach, there is an able volunteer right there to help.  

As volunteers, their roles are varied and indispensible. Some, like the 

Nature Trackers, help collect important biological data on species of inter

est from monarch butterflies to freshwater mussels. Organized friends 

groups such as those at Sea Center Texas and across the state park system 

help us maintain and operate our core facilities. Others, like the cadre of nteers come 
hunter, angler and boater education instructors, teach burgeoning outdoor 

enthusiasts how to hunt, fish and boat safely, responsibly, lawfully and eth- ork on be ma 
ically. Still others, like state park hosts, serve as official ambassadors to park 

visitors, all the while helping out with tasks big and small to keep the parks 

up and running.  

Across the agency, their impact is widespread. As a group, they gave 
almost I million hours of volunteer service to the agency last year. In the 

aggregate, their service represents the equivalent of hundreds and hun

dreds of additional full-time employees. They are, without a doubt, an 

integral part of the TPWD team.  

During my last six-plus years at the agency, I have had the privilege of 

meeting hundreds of our volunteers from every corner of the state. I walked away from every interac

tion with the same overwhelming sentiments of pride and gratitude. You see, their dedication is sim

ply unreal. Their passion for what we do is infectious. And, their generosity of service has no bounds.  

In this issue of the magazine, my colleague Tom Harvey highlights a group of volunteers that has been 

quietly raising money to support important conservation projects - from the Texas Freshwater Fisheries 

Center in Athens to the acquisition of new parkland to pronghorn antelope restoration in West Texas 

to the new Game Warden Training Center. These are our partners at the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foun

dation, a private nonprofit organization, which in its 20 or so years of existence has done much to 

advance conservation and outdoor recreation opportunities across the state.  

This month, as part of National Volunteer Month, we are proudly celebrating our volunteers from all 

corners of the state for their generous donations of time, talent and treasure. Quite simply, we couldn't 

do it without them.  

So, to all our volunteers who do so much for Texas and for Texans, thanks for caring about our wild 

things and wild places. They need you now more than ever.  

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement: 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  

8 * APR IL 2014
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and easyto grip in wet conditions, while the O-ring is sealed to prevent fogging.  
Clearly, your point of view will change for the better with Nikon.
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P I C K S, PANS AND PROBES FROM OUR READERS

LETTERS
With the explosion of social media and our new technological tools, we're all 

communicators these days. We carry still/video cameras in our phones, ready to cap

ture a moment and then share it with the world. The results look more profession

al than ever, thanks to programs that make the process virtually goof-proof.  

So who needs professional photographers anymore? 

That question is easily answered by our readers: We all do! Our subscribers will tell 

you that one of the best reasons to subscribe to Texas Parks & Wldlife magazine is the world

class photography found in our pages. Every month, Art Director 

Brandon Jakobeit casts a net to catch the most stunning images to tell 

our stories of conservation and recreation. Dozens of dedicated pro

fessional photographers submit hundreds of shots, and Brandon 

spends long hours selecting the very best.  

Our dedicated freelancers and staff photographers rise in the wee 

hours to grab a cup of coffee, bundle up and head out to catch the mag

ical morning light as the sun rises. They lay for hours in swamps and i 
deserts to catch a fleeting shot of an elusive animal. Their days end after 

the last rays of the sun cast a golden glow, or perhaps later, if they 

decide to capture night skies. Then they spend long hours sorting 

through and processing the day's photos.  

For our fourth annual Best of Texas installment, Brandon asked 

them to share their favorite photographic moments. We piled their sub
"Your pu 

missions on our conference table and whittled them down to 16 images 
awesome, a 

that best represent the vast treasures of Texas. I asked them to jot down 
Denny's, 

the stories behind those pictures. We hope you'll find the results as s, 

entertaining as we do.  

Our second feature this month spotlights the Texas Parks and Wildlife MAR 
Foundation, fine folks who lend considerable talent to supporting our 

mission in more ways than we could fit on our pages - whether for 

communications or conservation, fisheries or game wardens.

I was thrilled to meet an inspiring young woman at the Texas Outdoor Writers 

Association annual conference who has found her life's work, thanks in part to the 

foundation's generosity. Maria Florentina Mejia, a graduate student at Texas Tech 

University, won TOWA's Dan Klepper Memorial Scholarship this year. She had 

already benefited from a Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation scholarship in 2011.  

The delightful "Masi" packs an impressive package of outdoor skills into her 

diminutive frame. Masi says she was hooked on hunting the first time she partici

pated in a youth hunt - a love that was nurtured through years spent with the Texas 

Brigades and a TPWD internship. She is focusing her research on how minorities 

are attracted to careers in natural resource management and the barriers they face.  

Despite the ease of amateur communications, we believe the efforts of profession

als are needed and desired in today's world. Through your support of this publication, 
we can tell you believe that as well. Thanks for your unending support.  

LOUIE B O N D, E D ITO R

10 * APRIL 2014

MORE MAPS, PLEASE 
love the magazine! I don't know how I 

lived for 10 years in Texas without 

knowing about it. I read it cover to cover.  

One comment: I would like to see more 

maps. Often an article describes a won

derful location, but I don't really know 

where it is and I'm puzzled. I 

just love maps.  

I particularly liked the arti

cle "Lone Star Walkabout" 

(November 2013). I would 

have been interested in pho

tos of the places where 

Cameron Dodd could not get 
through. Those uncultivated 

w spots were so intriguing.  
ANN HAFFTEN 

Weatherford 

ions are LEGENDS OF THE RIVER 
eve tem at lease consider an article 

ave them at 

and the .Lon the Sulphur River in 

. e. East Texas. There are lots of 
ietimes." 

local legends.  

FEE Thanks for all your efforts.  

Your publications are awe

some, and I leave them at 

Denny's, IHOP and the barbershop some

times. But then there are some that have 

special articles, and I save them myself.  

MARK DUFFEE 

Dallas 

Sound off for Mail Call

Let us hear from you! 
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 

welcomes letters from our readers.  
Please include your name, address 

and daytime telephone number.  
Vrite to us at 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine, 
4200 Smith School Road, 

Austin, TX 78744.  
Fax us at 512-389-8397.  

Email us at magazine@tpwd.state.tx.us 
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity,
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After years of slow but steady 
improvement, the number of Kemp's 
ridley sea turtles nesting on the Texas 
coast declined _n 2013.  

Donna Shaver, chief of sea turtle 
science and recovery at Fadre Island 
National Seashore, documented 153 

Kemp's ridley nests statewide for the 
season. Contrast that with the 2C9 
nests made in Texas by Kemp's rid
leys, an endangered species, in 2012 

and numbers near 200 in 2011, 
2oog and 2008.

"The 2013 season was a substantial 
drop," says Shaver. "The Kemp's rid
ley recovery plan calls for :he popula
tion increasing 12 to 18 percent 
annually, and it isn't anymore." 

Texas numbers are mirrored on a 
much larger scale on Mexico's Gulf 
Coast, which for decades represented 
the only known ridley nesting beach 
and once hosted tens of thousands of 
nests annually. Pamela Plotkin, Texas 

Sea Grant director, points out that a 
Kemp's ridley stock assessment pre-

pared for the Gulf States Marine 
Fisheries Commission :n June 2013 

reports Mexico's nest numbers 
increased exponentially from 1996 
throughh 2009, when 19,153 nests 
were reported. Numbers dropped in 

2oio but recovered the next two 

years. Then the number dropped 
again in 2013.  

It isn't clear what's behind -he lower 
numbers, but there are several hkely 

suspects. Shaver -s involved in 

researching the 2010 Deepwater

12 * APRIL 2014
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\ KFloods, droughts, shrimping and the 
2010 Gulf oil spill may have played 
roles in the decline of Kemp's ridley 
sea turtles. Turtle excluder devices 

allow turtles to escape trawl nets.  

Horizon oil spill's effects on the rid
ley population, but results (part of the 

federal Natural Resource Damage 

Assessment) remain confidential 

until legal actions from the spill are 

settled. Researchers know that the 

Louisiana coast, most heavily affected 
by the spill, is a migratory route for 

nesting turtles leaving Texas and an 
important foraging area for ridleys 

from Texas and Mexico. That is cause 

for concern for Carole Allen, Gulf 
office director for the nonprofit Sea 
Turtle Restoration Project.  

"No one really knows what the oil 
spill did to ridleys," Allen says. "We 
have no idea how many sea turtles 

were lost trying to migrate and forage 

across Louisiana during the spill." 

Another suspect, shrimp trawling, 
accounted for 76 percent of annual 

ridley deaths prior to regulations 
requiring use of "turtle excluder 

devices," or TEDs, which allow tur
tles to escape trawl nets. Use of TEDs 
reduced that number drastically; in 

2010, shrimp trawls accounted for 

only 4 percent of ridley mortality.  
Plotkin suspects other factors are 

also in play, a sort of "perfect storm" 

including huge freshwater inflows 
following 2010 flooding along the 
Mississippi, which changed the tem
perature and salinity of Gulf waters, 

followed by drought that drastically 
reduced populations of blue crabs, 

key to the turtle's diet. Recent red tide 

events could have played a part, too.  

There is also good news for Texas 
sea turtles, though. Thirteen logger
heads nested in Texas in 2013, up 

from nine in 2010, and the 15 green

-- P 

Positive Pier Pressure.1
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SIGHTS & SOUNDS 
T XAS PARKS & WILDLIFE TV AND RADIO

March 30-April 5: 
Beneath the surface of 
Texas; restoring 
coastal prairies; data 
man Alejandro Farias; 
Lake Livingston; deer 
feeding in a field.  

April 6-12: 
Effluent water is for 
the birds; bald eagles 
in Texas; Greg Creacy, 
modern-day Johnny 
Appleseed; tree stand 
safety; water 
reflections in black 
and white.  

April 13-19: 
Discover birding with 
Father Tom; stone
skipping competition;

San Marcos to 
Seadrift paddling race.  

April 20-26: 
Biking Pedernales 
Falls State Park; the 
Catos and conserva
tion; golden-cheeked 
warbler nests; lesser 
prairie-chickens; 
promoting Texas 
nationally.  

April 27-May 3: 
Possum Kingdom 
recovers from fire; a 
sprinting snail; 
responsibly reclaiming 
a coal mine; horned 
lizard research; 
disappearing Bois 
d'Arc Creek.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE 
Winner of 12 Emmy Awards, our television 
series is broadcast throughout Texas on local: 
PBS affiliates. In stereo with closed captions.  

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tv 

Passport to Texas is your radio guide to the 
Great Texas Outdoors. Visit the website, 

www.passporttotexas.org, to find a station 
near you that broadcasts the show, or 

listen online.  

PASSPORT TO TEXAS 

Join host Cecilia Nasti weekdays for a 
90-second excursion into the Texas Outdoors.  
Find a station near you, or listen on the Web at 

www passporttotexas.org pP
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sea turtle nests in 2013 represent a 
jump from the previous record of six.  
Grown green sea turtles, once abun
dant along our coast before commer
cial overharvesting and freezes, have 
again become a common sight. Their 

rising numbers here reflect robust 
increases in nesting across the U.S.  
and Mexico. In Florida, where Texas 

greens likely originate, there were 
11,839 nests in 2013, twice as many 

as before.  

"When I lived on the Texas coast in 

the late 19
8 0s, I walked the jetties every 

day for four years and only once saw a 
green," says Plotkin. "I returned to 

Texas two years ago, 25 years later, and 

there are juvenile greens all over. I 

counted 34 in just one hour last 
September. I never thought in my life
time I would see recovery. The outlook 

was so bleak. It was just an amazing 

moment. I knew at that point all our 

efforts to protect and conserve sea tur

tles throughout the Gulf and 

Caribbean had really paid off." *

(Gaskill's 'A World-Wide Travel 
Turtles" will be released by Texas A 
Press this summer.)

t Loggerheads, left, and green sea 

turtles, above, have seen popula

tion increases in Texas.  

WHAT YOU CAN Do3 

a Report nesting or stranded 
sea turtles. Call 866-TURTLE-5 
(887-8535), which will direct 
you to a number for local 
responders.  

a Fish and boat carefully. Cast 
your line away from visible sea 
turtles. Slow down your boat to 
avoid turtles. Entanglements 
with fishing gear and boat 
strikes remain serious threats to 
sea turtles. If you hook or strike 
a sea turtle, or see one entan
gled, call 866-TURTLE-5.  

) Recover and recycle 
monofilament fishing line. Texas 
Sea Grant coordinates the 
Monofilament Recovery and 
Recycling Program in partner
ship with TPWD. Find locations 
of recycling bins at 
http://mrrp.tamu.edu/ 

Volunteer. Opportunities are
available almost year-round, 

Melissa Gaskill including for nesting patrols and 
cold-stun response. Call 866

Guide to Sea TURTLE-5 for a local contact 
&M University to volunteer.
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TO OUR FAMILY OF VOLUNTEER

It's a fact. Texas Parks and Wildlife Department could not 

complete its mission without you - our volunteers.  

Without the almost 1 million hours you gave us in 2013, 

Texas natural and cultural resources would have suffered and 

fewer Texans would have enjoyed the outdoors. You built new 

trails, taught children to fish, mentored young hunters, trained 

teachers on outdoor education, served as park hosts, master 

naturalists, members of state park friends groups, and outdoor 

skills educators for scout groups, church groups and more.  

So please accept our heartfelt gratitude for being such an 

important part of the Texas Parks and Wildlife family.
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If you know others who would like to volunteer, 
please invite them to visit 

www.tpwd.texas.qov/volunteer

Life's better outside.
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The Perfect Spot 
Pilot program offers site-specific reservations at Lake Livingston.

Campers planning to visit Lake 
Livingston State Park in the 

Pineywoods can now select a specific 

campsite while making reservations 

under a one-year pilot program intro

duced recently. The site-specific reser

vations policy is unprecedented in the 

Texas state park system, which mostly 

operates on a first-come, first-served 

basis for securing a campsite.  

So far, park officials give the pilot 

program positive marks. During the 

first two weeks of its implementation 

in January, 528 reservations were made 

for the io screened shelters and 34 
full-hookup campsites available in the 

program. In total, the state park has 
more than 170 campsites.  

"We wanted to explore new options 

to provide the best possible park expe

rience while ensuring better access for 

late arrivals," says Sheldon Kauitzsch, 
assistant park superintendent. "This 

pilot was driven in part by past visitor 

comments and a recent survey of park

users that overwhelmingly confirmed 

they wanted this option." 
An internal Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department team spent a year

HERMANN SONS FRATERNAL INSURANCE 
Insuring a better future for Texans 

at all stages of life since 1861.  

- WHOLE LIFE 

* TERM LIFE 

* ANNUITIES
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researching the site-specific reserva

tion issue, talking to other organiza

tions that use such a system. The team 

learned that 48 other state park systems 

take site-specific reservations.  

One of the keys to implementing the 

site-specific reservation program was 

the development of an interactive park 

map of the campgrounds that includes 

photos and a brief description of each 

site. Visitors to the park's website can 

click on a map button that allows them 

to virtually see and then reserve a spe

cific screened shelter or campsite.  

"It provides a visitor who has never 

been to our park the ability to see the 

sites beforehand," Kauitzsch says.  

"The RV owner, for instance, can find 

out the orientation, slope and meas

urements of the campsite, where the 

trees are located that might interfere 

with slide-outs and the location of 

sewer drops." 

A post-launch survey will provide 

customer feedback about the new 

campsite reservation system.  

Once website visitors select a camp

site or shelter, they can click on an 

online reservation website link to 

finalize the transaction.  

Find out more by calling (936) 365

2201 or visiting www.tpwd.texas.gov/ 

lakelivingston. Reservations also can be 

made by calling (512) 389-8900. * 

- Rob McCorkle
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On the Bobcat Trail 
Researchers are studying wildcats in the Fort Worth area.

A new study will help us better 
understand how bobcats live with humans 

in highly urbanized landscapes.  

Researchers, wildlife managers and gov

ernment officials from the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department, Utah State Universi

ty, Welder Wildlife Foundation and the 

U.S. Department ofAgriculture's Nation

alWildlife Research Center are collaborat

ing on a study on the ecology of bobcats in 

the Dallas-Fort Worth area.  

"Bobcats have learned to thrive in urban 

areas and will always be a part of our urban 

wildlife community," says Derek Broman, 
TPWD urban wildlife biologist in Dallas.  
"The goal of this research effort is to answer 

important questions about urban wildlife to 
help DFW-area cities and counties improve 

communication to their residents about 

how wildlife and people can coexist." 

Bobcats are the most common wildcat in 

North America. Not to be confused with 

the much larger mountain lion, bobcats 

typically weigh between ii and 30 pounds

and have short tails, long legs and large feet.  

Though reclusive and mostly active at night, 

bobcats frequently leave cover to hunt 

before sundown and can be seen in a vari

ety of habitats throughout Texas. In recent 

years, bobcat sightings have increased in 

the Metroplex.  

The study area includes approximately 

49,000 acres bordered by Texas Highway 
183 to the north, Texas Highway 161 to the 

east, Texas Highway 18o to the south and 

Interstate 820 to the west. The area 

includes parts of Fort Worth, Hurst and 

Arlington. Ten to 15 bobcats will be cap

tured and fitted with Global Positioning 

System collars so researchers can follow 

their movements and activities for one year.  

Before being released, each bobcat is 

photographed and tagged to provide a cat

alog of images for future identification.  

Blood, hair, scat and parasite samples are 

collected from the animals for analysis on 

genetics, diet and pathogens.  

In addition to learning more about the

life of bobcats in urban areas, researchers 

will also work with Texas Master Naturalist 

chapters to investigate the role that citizen 

science groups can play in complement

ing, supplementing or replacing field

based scientific investigations.  

Master Naturalist members will be 

trained in the identification of bobcat 

signs. Location data on bobcat sightings 

from Master Naturalists and other public 

resources, such as iNaturalist. org and the 

DFW Wildlife Hotline, will be compared 
to the GPS collar data to identify correla

tions and determine whether citizen sci

ence programs can provide a long-term, 

cost-effective method for urban bobcat 

monitoring in the Metroplex.  

- TPWD Staff

___-___ New books from Texas A&M Press

Sharing the Common Pool 

W A TER R IG HTS IN T HE 

E VER Y DAY V iES5 O F 

T EX AN S

Fire in the Sea 
Bioluminescence and Henry 
Compton's Art of the Deep 
David A. McKee 
With contributions by Larry J.  
Hyde, Michael Barrett, Jennifer 
Hardell, and Mark Anderson 
Illustrations by 
Henry "Hank" Compton 
Late marine biologist 
Compton's paintings of deep
water specimens appear with 
chapters on bioluminescence, 
life in the deep, taxonomic 
arrangement, and life history 
information.  
10x10. 184 pp. 59 color paintings.  
2 figs. Bib. Index. $35.00 cloth

Sharing the Common Pool 
Water Rights in the Everyday 
Lives of Texans 
Charles R. Porter 
Foreword by Andrew Sansom 
In sections that cover 
ownership, use, regulation, real 
estate, and policy, Porter lays 
out just how we manage (and 
mismanage) water in this state, 
what legal cases have guided 
the debate, and where the 
future might take us.  
240 pp. 40 color illus. 10 maps.  
5 figs. Table. 3 appendixes. Bib. Index.  
$24.95 flexbound

Running the River 
Secrets of the Sabine 
Wes Ferguson 
and Jacob Croft Botter 
Traversing the ill-reputed 
Sabine, Ferguson and Botter 
come to admire the river's 
subtle beauty, as well as the 
"river rats" who hunted, fished, 
and swapped stories on the 
muddy water.  
156 pp. 50 color photos. Map. Index.  
$23.00 flexbound

The TOS Handbook of Texas 
Birds, Second Edition 
Mark W. Lockwood 
and Brush Freeman 
554 pp. 150 color photos. 641 maps. 8 figs.  
Table. 4 appendixes. Bib. Index.  
$60.00 cloth; $30.00 paper with flaps 

The Atchafalaya River Basin 
History and Ecology 
of an American Wetland 
Bryan P. Piazza 
81x11. 256 pp. 132 color, 4 b&w illus.  
25 maps. 12 tables. 4 appendixes. Bib.  
Index. $35.00 hardcover 

Beaches of the Gulf Coast 
Richard A. Davis Jr.  
8x10. 234 pp. 390 color photos. 8 line art.  
2 tables. Glossary. Bib. Index.  
$35.00 flexbound 

New in Paperback 
Prairie Time 
A Blackland Portrait 
Matt White 
Foreword by James A. Grimshaw Jr.  
$22.95 paper
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Crossroads of Nature
Kickapoo Cavern State Park offers wonders above and below the ground.

Simply put, Kickapoo Cavern State 
Park is a diamond in the rough - a little
known jewel in the state park system.  

Situated in the southwestern Edwards 

Plateau on what was formerly a working 

ranch, the park looks and feels like the 
Texas Hill Country, with a little bit of 

Chihuahuan Desert and South Texas 
Plains thrown in for good measure.  

"My favorite thing about Kickapoo 

Cavern State Park is its diversity," park 

Superintendent Alan Crowe says. "It's at 
the junction of three ecoregions, so the 

plant and animal life is extremely 

diverse and includes rare and endan

gered species." 
As a crossroads of nature, the park is a 

prime location for wildlife observation.  
During spring, park sounds turn 

cacophonous with birdsong as migrants 
pass through and resident populations 

return to nest. A total of 240 species have 

been recorded within park boundaries, 
fully half the number that regularly occur 

in the entire state. Among them are the 

endangered black-capped vireo and 
golden-cheeked warbler, which seek out 

their own specialized environmental 

niches. Colorful woodpeckers, flycatch

ers, swallows, tanagers, buntings and ori

oles round out the mix.  

Below ground, the park's namesake 

cave presents a window into the past as it 

chronicles roughly 4 million years of 
nature's handiwork. Top billing goes to 

Texas' largest speleothem - a gigantic 
natural column formation that rises as 

tall as an eight-story building. Visitors on 

a guided flashlight tour of this undevel

oped cave (available through advance 
reservation only) make their way through 

massive limestone blocks that fell eons

ago from the cavern's ceiling; the original 

floor lies some 16 stories beneath.  

Although mostly dry now, dripping water 
played a vital role in creating the cavern's 

cone-shaped stalagmites, rippled flow

stone and popcorn-like cave coral.  

A second underground wonder, 

Stuart Bat Cave, serves as a roost site for 

up to a million Mexican free-tailed bats 

from spring through fall. At dusk, park 

visitors can watch the air come alive 

from a viewing platform as these flying

Midland, Texas 
The Horseshoe - 2514 Arena Trail 

APRIL 25, 26, 27, 2014 
Fri 4-8, Sat 10-6 & Sun 11-5
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Kickapoo Cavern is where the Hill 

Country, West Texas and South Texas 

come together. The park offers camp

ing, mountain biking, bird-watching 

and cave tours, and in summer it is 

home to Mexican free-tailed bats.

mammals stream into the night to 

search for insects. Each bat can eat up to 

three-quarters of its body weight in 

insects every day, including pests like 

mosquitoes and moths. The population 

of bats inhabiting this cave could con

sume up to 10 tons of insects nightly 

the weight of two elephants! 

To get there, take U.S. Highway go 

west from Uvalde or east from Del Rio to 

Brackettville, then follow Ranch Road 

674 north for 22 miles to the park 

entrance, just north of the 

Edwards/Kinney county line on the west 

side of the road.  

The park - open Friday
through Monday only - offers 

camping, picnicking, mountain 

biking, bird-watching, evening 

bat flight viewing (in-season) and 

cave tours (by arrangement only).  

Unauthorized entry into caves at 

the park is strictly prohibited to 
ensure resource protection and 

visitor safety. For more informa

tion, call (830) 563-2342 
or go to www.tpwd.texas.gov/ 

kickapoocavern. * 

- Linda Hedges
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5th Annual
5th Annual _ 

GREAT OUTDOOR 

FISHING HUNTING & CAMPING

Sponsorship opportunities available, 
to be a ven or or for information 
www.goetx.com " (806) 253-1322 

info@goetx. corn
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Check out these digital offerings from Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine! Texas fishing2014, an online-only 
digital extra, contains our annual freshwater and saltwater forecasts, complete with tips and recipes from 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department experts, plus related TPWD videos and links to important TPWD 
resources. Find Texas Fishing 2014 at www.tpwmagazine.com. Also, digital versions of the print magazine  

are available as a bonus for subscribers, providing access via smartphone, tablet or desktop. Subscribers can U 
sign up here: www.tpwmagazine.com/digital/getdigital 

Life's better outside.
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yc ecep Picking 
Ifyou can overcome the prickly defense, agarita berries are a treasure.
If you've spent any time in the not
so-humid parts of Texas, you've probably 

encountered agarita plants.  

Mahonia trifoliolata is an evergreen shrub 

that grows wild along fencelines, on rocky 

slopes and under trees in lightly wooded 
areas. A typical specimen is 3 to 6 feet 

high, although some grow taller. Seen 

from a passing vehicle, it's typically a 

ragged clump of dull green or blue-green 

branches. Up close, agarita is easily iden

tified by its stiff, three-part leaves.  
The leaflets join at right angles. Each 

one has sharp points at the tip and sides.  

With those natural weapons aimed pret

ty much every direction, some animals 

will think twice about approaching this 

plant. For those who can get past its 

defenses, however, the prickly agarita 
has much to offer.  

Quail and songbirds find nesting sites 

under its tangle of low branches, where 

predators may not take the trouble to go 

after them. Agarita can also shelter 

seedlings of other trees and shrubs, giv-

ing them a chance to grow past the deli

cate stage before some grazing herbivore 
mows them down.  

Bees and butterflies converge on the 

blooms that appear in late February or 

March. The flowers are small but attrac

tive, with two rows of yellow petals and a 

sweet fragrance. Agarita is one of the first 
nectar-producing plants to bloom in

spring, so it's an important food source 

for these and other insects.  
Bright red berries 

follow the flowers, 
ripening in April or 

May. The berries are 

about a quarter-inch in 

diameter, borne on 

short stalks at the bases 
of the leaves. Birds love 
them, and they also 

taste good to those of us 

willing to fight the 

armed foliage for them.  

Fresh agarita berries have a distinctive, 

slightly acidic flavor. They're great for 

making jelly, fruit beverages and wine.  

(See www.tpwmagazine.com/archive/ 

2013/aug/ed-3_wildharvest/ for tips on 
picking and cleaning.) 

Botanically, agarita is a member of the 

barberry family. Agarita roots and stems 

contain an alkaloid called berberine, 

which can yield a yellow dye. Native 

American tribes and settlers made 

berberine dyes to color baskets, leather 

and fabric. Deb McClintock, a weaver in 

Blanco County, uses agarita roots to dye 

wool and silk for rugs and scarves. A 1977 
article in this magazine gave instructions 

for dyeing Easter eggs with an extract of 

this plant, which has also been cited in 

folk remedies for toothaches and 

impaired kidney and liver function.  

Among species native to Texas, agarita 

has three less common cousins. Texas 

barberry (Mahonia swaseyi) is comparatively 

rare, found only in a handful of counties 

on the Edwards Plateau. Red barberry 

(M. haematocarpa) is native to the south

western United States, including the 

Trans-Pecos area of West Texas.  

Creeping barberry (M. repens) ranges 

through the Rocky Mountains, and is 

sometimes seen in the high parts of 

Guadalupe Mountains National Park. All 
four species have edible berries; the fruit 

of creeping barberry is dark blue.  

In landscape plantings, agarita can take 

care of itself. Deer will often leave it 

alone, unless they're really hungry. It tol

erates heat, cold and drought, stays green 

year-round and produces lovely flowers 

and fruit. Like many other Texas natives, 

M. trifoliolata serves as a reminder that a 

prickly exterior may conceal great gifts. * 
- Danne Fry Cortez
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Washington County 

DFLOWER CoRuTR ! 

March 29- LaBahia Antiques Show & Sale, 
April 5: Original Round Top Antiques Show 

t April 12: Blue Bell Fun Run 

' April 12-13: Chappell Hill's Official State Bluebonnet Festival 

* April 25-26: 25th Annual Burton Cotton Gin Festival 

SMay 2-4: 1241 Brenham Maifest Celebration 

VisitBrenhamlexas.com 
for a free Visitor's Guide call 1-800-509-1152 - Facebook.com/VisitBrenham 

On Hwy. 290, halfway between Houston and Austin
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Accommodates 
Orthotic Inserts 

1 

Smart Memory 
Master Shock Absorber 
Adjusts to Your Weight 

AVS3 Ventilation System 
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G-Defy Benefits 
G Absorb harmful impact 
* Stay comfortable & active 
" Support & protect your body 
" Stand & walk with greater ease

Sock-like Upper 
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SHOES THAT WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE... GUARANTEED!
The Ultimate Shock Absorbing Footwear 

As featured in hundreds of 
magazines, on radio and TV 
nationwide, Gravity Defyer* 

shoes are changing lives every 
day. They have become a 

comfort phenomenon, and are 
being used and recommended by 

professionals in hospitals, the food 
service industry, board rooms 
across the country and more.  

A Decade of Science in Every Pair 
The patented VersoShocke system was developed 
by Impact Research Technology and is found 
exclusively in Gravity DefyerO footwear. It absorbs 
harmful impact relieving discomfort from every step 
before returning energy that propels you forward.  
Stay more active on your feet and experience 
unparalleled comfort and performance.  

40% LESS 19%MORE 
Harmful Impact Energy Return 
than the leading competitor than the leading competitor 
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SHOCK ABSORPTION STUDY HPW Biomechanics, 2012 
Shock absorption: Measurement of maximum pressure (KPI).  
Energy return: Measurement of energy returned (Joules).  
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authorization required. See websie for detais

Feel Weightless 
Standing, walking, and running 
are easier as the VersoShock* 
system's energy return makes you 
feel lighter, like you're walking on 
clouds.  

"I decided to fulfill a life's 
dream and go to China...  
without my Gravity Defyer* 
[shoes] this would have been 
impossible. " - Eleanor W

"After ordering and wearing your Gravity 
Defyer* [shoes], I have renewed faith that 
I will be able to continue my passion for 
senior softball. Thank you. " - Ron B 

"' work in a restaurant. Finally 
found the shoes that don't kill my 
legs and feet... Gravity Defyer* 
shoes are awesome!" - Diana B

Galaxy $129.95 
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B. BLK/RED TB9005MBR 
c. BLK/YLW TB9005MBY 
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Teen uses photography and video 

Natalie Davis is on a photographic 
mission - to inspire her generation to 

spend time in nature, one 

"Like" at a time. The 17
year-old student from 

New Braunfels is 

using photography 

as a tool to move 

her peers from the 

sedentary techno

' lifestyle of comput

ers and video games 

to the healthy prop

erties of getting out 

into nature.  

"I grew up being outside all the time, 

and eventually I realized that my child

hood was not necessarily the norm in my 

community," Natalie says. "Kids my 

age were spending more and more M 

time inside watching TV and playing TY 
video games, and yet they were miss

ing something. I believe a connec

tion with nature, a true, deep con

nection, could help them in more 

ways than they ever imagined.I 

As an official Texas State Park 

Youth Ambassador, Natalie uses 

her own photos and videos in 

popular social media sites such as 

Instagram, YouTube and Facebook 

to share her love of the outdoors 

(especially state parks) and to con

nect with not only her classmates 

but other teenagers and young 
adults throughout the country.  

It's a niche she feels is important 

considering the aging demograph

ics of traditional outdoor enthusiasts.  

Natalie thinks social networking is 

the best way to connect with the 

younger generation. "Photos can con

vey things that words will never be able 

to," she says, "especially these days 

when photos and videos are what real

ly speak to my peers through the Inter

net. Now my friends can see how much 

fun the outside really is."

to inspire peers about nature.

Using her digital SLR camera, 

Natalie produces short video and pho

tographic journals of outings that she 

and her friends make to nearby state 

parks such as Guadalupe River and 

Enchanted Rock. To :hese videos and 

photos she adds upbeat music as well as 

some of her own :houghts to encour

age to other youth to create tneir own 

outdoor adventures.
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Ambassador 
With a Camera



{As a Texas State Park Youth Amnbassa
dor, Natalie Davis takes photos at state 

parks such as Inks Lake and McKinney 
F ails and shares them with friends.  

"We were meant to be here - in the 

woods, on the teach with the wind in 
our hair and a fire in our hearts," Natal

ie explains.  

See the Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department video about Natalie's 

story and other youth ambassadors at 

www.youtu.be/iUqLkbsQpw.  
The Texas State Park Youth Ambassa

dor Program is part of the America's State 
Parks Ambassador Program, a national 

youth-led movement to promote and 

support state parks. For information 

go to .americasstateparks.org/ * Wli 
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Treat Your Feet 
Proper shoelace ying and foot care make for happy hiking:
The bunny runs around the tree and 
through the hole ... Sound familiar? 

This is probably how you learned to tie 

your shoes as a child, if you are not part 

of the Velcro generation.  

If you're like me, you probably thought 

there was only one way to tie your shoes.  

That's what I had thought, until I attend

ed a Girl Scout hike with my daughter on 

Earth Day many years ago. Before starting 

out on the short hike, our guide showed 

us how to properly tie our hiking boots.  
Here's what I learned then and still prac

tice to this day.  

When wearing ankle-high hiking 

boots, pull the laces snugly through the 
first few eyelets of the boot. Where the top 
of your foot meets the ankle, in the crease 

of the boot, tie a single overhand loop.  

Make this loop snug but not so tight that 

you cut off the circulation in your foot.  

Now, you are ready to continue the criss

cross lacing around the hooks to the top 

of the boot, finishing off with the stan-

!1 R - . * ~ $* 

dard "bunny ears" technique. I al 

it helpful to finish off with a doub 
to prevent my boots from coming 1 

This simple overhand knot tiec 

bend in your boot will help kee 
heel from slipping and causing bli

-;

O~

Hiking can be hard on the feet. Take 

care of them by keeping them dry, 

learning good lace-tying techniques 

and treating blisters.  

quick Internet search will reveal several 

helpful instructional videos, along with 

many other tying techniques.  

Wearing a pair of high-quality sock 

liners under your hiking socks will also 

help prevent blisters by wicking away 

moisture and acting as a second layer of 

skin to reduce friction.  
During your hike, take off your hiking 

boots and socks during your trail breaks 

to give your tootsies a breather your feet 
will love you for this. If you are hiking all 

day, you might even consider carrying an 

extra set of sock liners. Should you feel 

the onset of a blister during the hike, stop 

immediately to inspect the problem. If 

the area is red but has not formed a blis

ter, cut a piece of moleskin and apply it to 

the hotspot. Should you end up with a 

blister, clean the area with soap and water 

and apply a bandage made especially for 

blisters. Most of these products are flexi

ble, provide added cushioning, have 
medication and are waterproof for ulti

mate comfort.  

Before hitting the trail, be sure to trim 

your toenails, using a straight cut.  

During the hike and/or afterward, treat 

yourself to a nice foot massage. Have a 

pair of comfortable shoes waiting for 

you in the car for the ride home or, if 

you are camping, take a comfy pair of 

"camp shoes" to wear.  

Our feet hold us up all day long and 

carry us along our journeys, so treat them 

well. As famed naturalist John Muir said, 
"In every wal with nature one receives far 

more than he seeks." *
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Da s sin the Field/ By Lydia Saldana 

DESINAIION FORT WORTH 

TRAVEL TIME FROM:N 
AUSTIN - 3 hours / BROWNSVILLE - 7.75 hours / DALLAS - 0.5 hours 
HOUSTON - 4 hours / SAN ANTONIO - 4 hours / LUBBOCK - 4.5 hours / EL PASO - 8.5 hours 

Adventures in Cowtown 
Fort Worth offers a wealth of natural and cultural treasures.

Exploring a new hometown can 
be quite an adventure, one I've not 

experienced for nearly 25 years. I've 

landed in Fort Worth after a life tran

sition including early retirement from 

my job in Austin and a new marriage.  

I worked in Fort Worth for a brief 

stint as a reporter in the late '80s and 

have watched from afar as Cowtown 

has transformed itself since then into

an ever-more-cosmopolitan destina

tion. Meanwhile, my life experiences 

have taken me on a different path, 

transforming me from city girl to 

nature lover. So, for this three-day 

adventure with my husband (a resi

dent for two decades), we focused on 

what the city has to offer in the way of 

parks, wildlife, nature-based recre

ation and cultural attractions.

Our hometown 

adventure started at 

the Fort Worth 

Nature Center and 

Refuge with a guided 

canoe tour on the 

West Fork of the 

Trinity River. At 
3,600 acres, it is the 
largest city-operated 
nature park in Texas.  

The last time my 

husband, Bill, visited 

was a dozen years ago 

when his sons were in 

the Boy Scouts. We 

met up with our tour 

guide, Chad Eth

eridge, and, along 

Y with a half-dozen 

paddlers, donned life 

jackets and listened 

to a quick how-to

paddle lesson.  
Etheridge shared 

natural history facts 

with obvious passion 

for the outdoors. He 

says he hopes he can 

inspire others 

through these tours to 

tors to the Fort get more involved in 

th Zoo can see caring for the river.  

pals from "Tens of thousands 

md the world. of people drive across 

bridges over the 

Trinity River in 

North Texas and have no idea what is 

below," Etheridge says. "I hope these 

experiences will help people look at 

the river differently and think about 

what it means to them." 

We saw an amazing array of wildlife.  

Bill is an avid backyard birder, and we 

were both entranced by the birds we 

spotted: ospreys, herons and wood 

ducks. We neared the finish of our
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PARIS

six-mile paddle, and, as if on cue.  
some paddlers spotted a water snake 
and a small alligator, creating a stir 
among the group, especially 7-year
old Liam, who was on his very first 
paddling adventure. As we disem
barked from the canoes and gathered 
up to leave, his eyes sparkled wi:h 
excitement under a tousled mop of 

curly blond hair.  
"I've never seen a snake cr alligator 

in their natural habitat," he exclaimed.  

My husband, a teacher, had 
remarked earlier about the young 

boy's impressive vocabulary.  

"Where did you learn the word 
'habitat'?" I asked Liam.  

"I went to camp [Fort Worth Zoo

Camp] this sum- er and :earned all 
about conservation and the habitat 

that wild animals live in," he 
informed me, 

With the Fort Worth Zoo next up on 
our itinerary, Liam's words seemed 
like a good omen. We bade our new
found friends goodbye and made our 
way to a nearby picnic table for lunch 
under a canopy of trees. Bill told me 
how much he en-cyed the morning.  

"As you are discovering Fort Worth, 
I'm rediscovering it," he said.  

Ranked as one of the to- zoos in the 

nation, the Fort Worth Zoo attracts 

more than I million guests each year.  
There are 12 permanent exhibits, 
including Texas Wild, an eght-acre

exhibit featuring flora and fauna 
native to Texas. It's a one-of-a-kind 

homage to indigenous wildlife; no 
other major zoo in the country has an 

exhibit that focuses so much attention 

on native plants and animals.  

We headed next to one of Bill's 
favorite restaurants, the upscale 

Bonnell's Fine Texas Cuisine. We had 
worked up a good appetite and 

enjoyed a hearty meal featuring wild 
game, an appropriate choice given 
our day's adventures. Chef Jon 
Bonnell prides himself on creating 
his menus from local products, mak

ing this a Texas Wild adventure of a 
different, delicious sort.  

The next morning, we fueled up
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Clockwise fro top left: L.og Cabin Village gives visitors glimpse into 
Ilfe in 19th century Texas; Bonl' Fine Texas Cuisine serves dishes 
with egional style such as Venison Carpaccio; the family-owned Paris 
Coffee Shop, known for its pies, isaFr Worth institution; canoeists 
experience heurban wilds at1eFr Worth NtrCntrand Refuge.
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for a day of cultural attractions at the Paris Coffee Shop, 

one of the oldest family-owned restaurants in town and a 

venerable Fort Worth institution. The personable owner, 
Mike Smith, whose family has run the place since 1926, 
stopped by for a chat as we enjoyed breakfast and endless 

cups of coffee. Smith arrives at the coffee shop at 3:30 

every morning (except Sunday) to make the shop's famous 

pies. After our large breakfast, we promised a return visit 

soon to sample them.  

The Amon Carter Museum is a focal point of Fort 

Worth's famed cultural district, one of the largest art dis

tricts in the country. Featuring masterworks of American 

art, the museum was established as a result of the gen

erosity of Amon Carter Sr., the legendary founder and 

publisher of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram.  

We stopped in at two of :he current exhibitions. "Color! 

American Photography Transformed" chronicles the 

advent of color processing in the art of photography. This 

newfangled development initially received only cautious 

acceptance, reminding me of the sometimes-heated dis

cussions in the early 'gos about digital photography versus 

film photography.  

Of particular interest to me was a small collection of 

paintings depicting Texas Regionalism. The exhibit cap

tured a key moment in our state's cultural history when a 

group of Texas artists in the 1930s gained renown for 

interpretations of their local environments. The exhibit

ed paintings displayed a variety of beautiful Texas land

scapes; it was easy to see how nature inspired this art.  

For lunch, we opted for a picnic in a different kind of 

park, the Fort Worth Food Park, close to the cultural dis

trict. Bill's son had highly recommended a visit, and we 

were not disappointed. Lccal chefs run the food trucks, 

and we selected a smorgasbord of dishes to sample while 

we visited with several of the chefs.  

After a leisurely lunch, Bill and I ventured to the Fort 

Worth Botanic Gardens. We share a passion for garden

ing, so we were disappointed to miss a native plant sale.  

Instead, we stopped in at the Botanic Gardens Con

servatory. The conservatory boasts a collection of exotic 

flora from around the world, housed in a 10,000

square-foot glass-enclosed tropical rainforest. We mar

veled at the otherworldly nature of the exotic plants.

From there, we headed to Log Cabin Village, a living 

history museum with carefully restored structures that re

create life in North Texas from the mid- to late 18oos.  

The exhibits include a one-room schoolhouse, a grist

mill, a blacksmith shop and several log homes furnished 

with authentic artifacts. Historical interpreters bring it all 

to life. The pioneer herb garden intrigued us, and we 

took home some ideas for the herb garden we're planning 

for our backyard.  
For our evening's entertainment, we took another twist 

on our wildlife- and outdoor-themed adventure: the 

Coyote Drive-In for a movie and dinner. The old-fash

ioned drive-in is downtown, adjacent to the Trinity River.  

We both enjoyed the retro experience but agreed that next 

time we probably should park a little closer to the screen! 

We geared up for a bike ride on the Trinity Trails the 

next morning, an activity I had been happily anticipating.  

Bill hadn't ridden his bike in a while and was bemused by 

my pre-ride fussing, making sure water, helmets and 

other necessities were loaded into the van with our bikes.  

The Trinity Trails are part of a region-wide master plan 

for the 88 miles of the Trinity River that flow like spokes 

of a wheel throughout the city. The master plan is called 

the Trinity River Vision, and thanks to community lead

ers and volunteers and support from the city, the county 

and the Tarrant Regional Water District, the vision is 

coming to life with a goal of connecting every neighbor

hood in the city to the trail system and the river.  

We started our ride in Trinity Park near downtown and 

headed toward the Stockyards for an easy io- to 12-mile 

ride. Bill groused a bit about the hassle of getting two 

bikes in and out of the van, but once we got going, I 

could tell by his grin that he was enjoying the experience.  

"This is fun!" he confirmed as we headed out on the trail.  

We rode through the park and stopped at Panther Island 

to chat with a kayak vencor. Panther Island is the venue for 

many special events and now offers rentals for those who 

want to get on the water. We pedaled across a bridge and 

past the downtown skyline and rode by the Coyote Drive-In 

where we had been the night before. We turned around just 

shy of the Stockyards and headed back to the van.  

As we packed up our 'ikes, we began planning our next 

Fort Worth adventure. *
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INVASIVE SPECIES 
HIDE HERE 

prop anchor dock lines wes bilge 
I- !! -- wel bile

motor

CLEAN, DRAIN AND DRY YOUR BOAT.

INVASIVE SPECIES 
- EVEN THOSE YOU CAN'T SEE 

HARM TEXAS LAKES.

CLEAN your boat, trailer and gear by 
all plants, animals and foreign objects.

removing

DRAIN all water from the boat, including 
the motor, bilge, livewells and bait buckets.  

DRY the boat and trailer for a week or more 
before entering another waterbody.  
If unable to let it dry for a week, wash it with a high
pressure washer and hot (140-degree), soapy water.

Life's better outside.*

DON'T BE A CARRIER.  
www.texasinvasives.org QORP ls

HELLO INVASIVE SPECIES. GOODBYE TEXAS LAKES.



Wyman Meinzer 
A friend told me about some potentially 
unique images in the middle of a 100,000
acre Rolling Plains ranch during the 
droughty summer of 2011, ard we discov
ered an entire mud flat inhabited by tiaj
sands of young bullfrogs. Suddenly, one 
huge bullfrog rose from the rruddy soup, 
and smaller frgs began to hop upoi its 
back. It was tr Jly one of the more interest
ing phenon-enors in nature that I had seen 
in quite some time.  
www.wymanme nzer.com
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Russell Graves 
I grew up ii an outdoors family, and now 
there is north ng I love more than taking 
my family hunting. Hunting with kids s 
more about letting tem experience :he 
outdoors and less about bag limits. My 
kids love put:irg oJt decoys, retrieving 
birds and staring through binoculars while 
we hunt. I:'s ict hard to see that they are 
making mer-ories.  

Andrew McInnes 
My favorite time to photcgraph -he beach 

at Galvestc, is after a cold front, where. a 
northern y I ght bathes the island. I often 

drive aro-nd and et the I ght suggest what 
I shoot. At a peach just past the west eid of 

the seawall, lingering clouds hung i-w on 
the western horizon, parting a palette of 

pastels or this series of -ed pos:s.
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Monsoon season (August to October) in the ig Send desert can produce some bizarre weather conditions. As I was driving 

through Big Bend Ranch State Pa-k, a shower moving along the Rio Grande dropped water so dense that it appeared to bounce 
S off the mountains. Backlit by the sun, the mountains on both sides of the river transformed into ethereal landscapes. Just few 

hundred yards away, the rain was nowhere in sight.  
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E. Dan Klepper 
Unlike many rugged, challenging mountain bike trails n Texas, Caprock Canyons Trailway offers a more relaxing ride. Nearly the entire first 
half of the 22-mi e stretch to Quitaqie is downhill! I cculd swear I saw this horned lizard (or perhaps a relative) on the trail in tie same 
place just beyond the South P a ns railhead the last :ime I rode by.  

34 * APRIL 2014



Earl Nottingham 
Sometimes I stJmble upon a scene 
that seems not merely photogenic, 
but positively poetic. In the early light 
of a crisp auturn morning at 
Guadalupe River State Park, as a loie 
crow echoed in the nearby canyon 
the gossamer remnants of a low fcg 
began to dissipate. I was able to 
make only two exposures in the sot: 
and eloquent light before the sun 
broke through ard began another 
warm Texas day.  

Larry Ditto 
Springtime in Texas is the season cf 

magic for a bird photographer li-e 
me. Whether I'm capturing images 

of migrating songbirds along the CL f 
coast or patiently waiting for hum

mingbirds at a oatch of Hill Country 
wildflowers, all that heavy photo gear 

gets "light as a feather" when 'm 
spending spring with the birvs.

t'ww.Iarrydit:Dcom 
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Laurence Parent 
I arrived at Guadalupe Mountains National Park about an hour 
before sunset. I slogged through 10 inches of snow to Smith Spring 
in a snowstorm. This exposure, my last photo, was more than 10 
seconds long, warning me that darkness was imminent. I had no 
flashlight. Blowing snow erased my tracks; failing light and falling 
snow made it difficult to find the path. I managed not to panic and 
found my way back to the car, sweating and shaking.

Tosh Brown 
This image represents everything that I love about the challenge of 

stalking redfish on the flats of the Texas coast. Bright skies, light 
winds and clear water allow anglers to wade quietly and spot redfish 
as they forage in the shallows for crabs, shrimp and baitfish. Angler 

Mike Siegman casts his fly to a wary redfish near Port Aransas.

-V6 .- ' Yc0 e. n .'uwue. w'^M 

-
t 

r 

Irq'I



Rolf Nussbaumer 
One day right before dusk, as I was driving thrcugh C oke Canyon State Fark, I thought I saw 
something in the tall grass. I wasn't sure if my eyes tve e playing tricks on me, nut my instincts 
told me to turn around to double-check. Sure enough, this majestic buck was lying in the grass 
waiting for nightfall. I quickly pulled ove- and started taking pictures out of my truck.
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www.rolfnussbaumer.com
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Chase Fountain 
My favorite place tc prc-ograph is a rot a phi sical location but rather a place in time, "the gold
en hour." As the sur reaches the horizon line,-he ligh-ing becomes softer and richer in color, aid 
serenity fills tie air, as it did here at South Padre Is ard. It is at this momsrt when I am often 
reminded of row much love my job as a photographer for Texas Parks & Wldlife magazine.
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Todd Steele 
Ir the waterfow world. sandhi 
cranes are the noisy neighbors. Their 
f ghts, like an aerial kung fu cancer, 
always start witi dominant males 
t-rcwing their heads s ward 4vitr a 
bug e call. There's a silent pause, 
t-en they launch themselves sky
ward to spar, wings wa losing, feet 
clawing, bills jabbing and voices hiss
ing and moaning as they estaL sh 
dominance. All the whi e. crowds of 
cra-es cheer on -he mai::h.
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www.wndallarsonpholo pl /.cum 

Kendal Larson 
I've seen unusual nude beach announcements around the world. From the carved and pairted stones and crude signs 
of Mexico to the rough-hewn statuary of France, the warnirgs for visitors are whimsical and amusing. This "sign' io'th 
of South Padre reflects the fascinating diversity of the Texas experience. I especially love this shot for the jux-apcsition 
of the soft textures of the beach and the early summer thunderstorm against the roughness of the old lifebcat.  
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www.kathyadamsclark.com 

Kathy Adams Clark 
Combining ancient light and 21st century technology, my favorite photos show streaks of light left behind by the stars 
and planets. These "star trails" range in color from pure white to blue, red and golden, all based on the temperature of 
the light. I escape light pollution by driving an hour or two away, especially to parks and ranches, to find dark skies to 
capture these images. Recent innovations in digital photography make the process more reliably successful.  
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www.abbottnaturephotography.com

John C. Abbott 
A wcndrous cyclone of 20 million Mexican free-tailed bats emerges from Bracken Cave (just 
norti of San Antonio) eve-y evening from March through October to feast on several tons of 
irsects. Not only is it visually stunning, you can feel the vortex being created as they spiral out 
o the cave and can smell the guano left behind.  

Jesse 
Cancelmo 
Stetson Bank, in the 
Flower Garden Banks 
National Marine 
Sanctuary, is the 
hands-down favorite 
for tropical fish lovers 
like me. Towering pin
nacles atop this silt
stone base host an 
eye-popping array of 
colorful Caribbean 
varieties, from queen 
angelfish to scrawled 
cowfish to graybys.

www.cancelmopnoto.com
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Leading the group was Tim Bird

song, a Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department rivers expert who's 

pioneering a new watershed-scale 

approach to conservation. Birdsong is 

part serious scientist, part river rat and 

part fishing aficionado. He has a rare 

talent among such folk: the ability to 

find big dollars for big projects.  

By his side that day was Pat Robertson, 
a donor brought to the river by the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Foundation, the state 

agency's official nonprofit partner. Like 

Birdsong, he grew up rambling on a 

family farm as a boy. He never lost a love 

for the outdoors, despite his work as an 

investment adviser.  

"I put my life preserver on backwards, 

and that got a good laugh," Robertson 

said. "They gave us a nice little lesson on 

how to paddle downstream, how to pad

dle backwards. I'd been in a kayak, but 

I'm not really a kayaker." 

As the morning flowed by, Robertson 

and the group paddled downriver, shoot

ing over small waterfalls of white foam in 

places. Nearby were Anne Brown, foun

dation executive director, and her right

hand fundraiser Susan Houston. Spirits 

were high.  

It was an up-close and personal chance 

to sense the soul of a river.  

"These rivers and the waters that run 

down through them are subject to devel

opment and other factors that could 

degrade them, and that's why we need to 

conserve watersheds," Robertson said.  

"Anybody who took a trip like that would 

see the wisdom in donating to help not 

only the South Llano but other rivers." 

Occasionally the kayakers drifted and 

cast fishing lines into the clear water, and

Robertson reeled in a Guadalupe bass, 

the feisty little state fish of Texas. Once 

common to Hill Country streams, 

they're threatened today by hybridization 

and threats to their river habitats.  

Stocking the South Llano with 

Guadalupe bass is one element of a plan 

put in place by the South Llano 

Watershed Alliance, which facilitates river 

conservation and restores habitat with 

help from university scientists, conserva

tion groups, riverside towns and others.  

"We've raised more than $2 million 

for conservation throughout the Llano 

watershed," Birdsong said. "We're now 

partnering with 26 ranches along the 

Llano, more than 64,000 acres. We're 

actively implementing more than 

2,400 acres of habitat improvements, 

with direct benefits to more than 45 
miles of stream corridor along the 

Llano and its major tributaries." 

A big chunk of this is federal money, 

which necessitates the acquisition of 

matching private donations.  

"We're now expanding this model and 

approach to the Blanco and Pedernales 

rivers," Birdsong said. "And in every 

situation we would not be able to access 

federal funds without the foundation 

bringing private donations to cover that 

nonfederal cost share. That's a problem 

for most state agencies. The federal 

grantors want to see leveraging. The 

foundation fills that gap for us." 

Yet, Birdsong emphasized, chasing the 

money is just a means, not an end.  

"We've had opportunities to bring in 

certain donors who wanted us to work on 

projects they were close to, but we weren't 

in a good position to do that, even 

though it would have meant substantial
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money," he said. 'And there was zero 

pressure from Anne and Susan. They 
seem less concerned about just raising 
dollars and more about doing meaning
ful conservation in Texas." 

Back up more than two decades, to 
1991. That's when the foundation was 

born through the vision and will of sev

eral leaders, including Andrew Sansom, 
agency executive director at the time, and 
Ed Cox, former Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Commission chairman.  

'At the time, the department needed 

additional sources of funding," said 

Sansom, who now leads the Meadows 

Center for Water and the Environment 

at Texas State University-San Marcos. "It 

made sense to explore private donations 
that could supplement what we were get

ting from the state." 

Cox helped lead the foundation's first 

big project: funding the Texas Fresh
water Fisheries Center, a combination 

fish hatchery and tourism and educa

tional center. In an ingenious first, they 
invited communities to bid on hosting 

the facility, lured by the promise of jobs 
and tourism.  

In those days, few department employ

ees knew much about fundraising. The 

foundation changed that.  

"The foundation created the opportu
nity for cities to bid on the project," said 

Allen Forshage, director of the fisheries 

center, which opened in the East Texas 
town of Athens in 1996. "That was a big 
deal. It meant about $4 million for the 
agency. After that, we did consecutive 

fundraisers three years in a row in 
Dallas, because we could raise more 
money there, and we raised $2.5 mil

lion. And we're still going. In October 

2012, at our most recent event, we raised 
$50,000, which is pretty good for a 

small town like Athens." 

Indeed, although the Athens facility 

is the foundation's oldest big project, 
it remains one of the most enduring 

and successful.  

"It's the perfect example showing how 
if you invest in private philanthropy and 
build supportive relationships, the ven

ture thrives long-term," Brown said.  
"That partnership model, framed 

around the department mission, is the 
point. We're not successful because we 
come up with great fundraising ideas; 

we're successful because the department 
has fantastic staff and programs."

The foundation's ability to move 

quickly, faster than government, is often 

cited as a vital strength.  
"A salient example is the recovery of 

Bastrop State Park following the horrible 

2011 wildfire," said Carter Smith, 
TPWD executive director. "The founda

tion was able to quickly raise funds to 

help with post-fire stabilization and early 
restoration. That was not only essential 

for the park, but also for the morale of 

the employees who were laboring so hard 
in the wake of the fire. It meant a lot to 

all of us." 

When it comes to state parks, the 
foundation's fimest hour may have come 

in December 2010, with acquisition of 

the Devils River Ranch. The department 

had originally proposed a "land swap" to 
trade the existing Devils River State 

Natural Area for the new 1 8 ,000-acre 

property farther downriver. But after 

objections about loss of existing parkland 
threatened to derail the deal, in a matter 
of weeks the foundation raised $11 mil

lion in private donations to help buy the 
new tract and keep the existing park.  

"The Devils River deal shows how 

nimble the foundation can be," said for

mer TPWD Communications Director 

Lydia Saldalia. "They were able to mar
shal the resources to turn a controversial 

moment into a tremendous Christmas 

gift to the state of Texas, one that will be 
there forever." 

Smith agreed. "There are unquestion

ably some Parks and Wildlife projects 
that cannot be funded without the sup

port of the private philanthropic com

munity, and the Devils River acquisition 

is a prime example," he said. "The divi

dends to accrue from that will be 

unfolding for generations to come. It's 

hard to put a value on a project like that.  

It's simply immense." 

Earlier that same year, the department 

opened a new Game Warden Training 
Center in Hamilton County, replacing 

an aging facility in Austin.  

"The foundation raised close to $11 

million of the $14 million we've put into 
infrastructure out there," said Lt. Col.  

Danny Shaw, deputy director of law 
enforcement and former training center 
director. "The other $3.1 million came 

from sale of the old Austin facility; every 
other penny was raised through the 

foundation. Without them, we wouldn't 

have the capabilities we have out there 
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now. They were paramount in raising 

money for the auditorium, the firing 

range, pretty much everything." 

The foundation invests in people, too.  

In 2012, TPWD's Law Enforcement 

Division began a forward-looking 

expansion of its special ops teams, under 

director Col. Craig Hunter. That 

includes functions like search and res

cue, boat accident investigations and the 

agency's first-ever K-9 corps.  

"The startup costs for these things can 

be daunting," said Chief Grahame 

Jones. "That's where the foundation 

comes in. A search-and-rescue training 

for K-9 trainers and dogs, you're look

ing at around $25,000 for that, and we 

don't always have the money in our base 

budget for that. They funded our first io 
dogs. We decided to go with Labs, a 

kinder, gentler animal. A big part of 

what we want those dogs and wardens to 

do is outreach; they're not attack dogs." 

By outreach, Jones partly means 

recruiting a more diverse workforce 

among game wardens.  

"We require the K-9 teams to do one 

outreach event per month at schools, 

from elementary to colleges, as part of 

our recruitment effort. We want to 

show people that we don't just check 

hunting and fishing licenses. We hope 

K-9 work, and search and rescue, may 

appeal more to a diverse pool of game 

warden cadet applicants." 

Just as the historically rural depart

ment is trying to engage a new gener

ation of Texans in big cities, the 

foundation connects urban money to 

conservation out where the deer and 

the antelope play.  

"Since around 2009, we've been 

watching serious declines in pronghorn 

populations in the Trans-Pecos," Smith 

said. "Thanks to the foundation, we were 

able to form a partnership with the 

Borderlands Research Institute at Sul 

Ross University. They helped fund grad

uate student work to look at impacts of 

predation on fawn production, support

pronghorn translocation from the 

Panhandle and help examine internal 

parasites believed to contribute to herd 

health issues. All of that was absolutely 

indispensable to support research for 

applied management to conserve a flag

ship species of the Chihuahuan Desert." 

With a governing board of 21 trustees 

overseeing seven full-time and two part

time staff members, the foundation has 

raised more than $80 million since its 

inception. This success has spawned imi

tators at river authorities and other state 

agencies. But the department may have a 

unique advantage.  

"People like parks," said Gene 

McCarty, a former department deputy 

director. "People want to do more for 

open space and conservation. So having 

a foundation in this arena is a great fit." 

That feeling is echoed by long-run

ning foundation board member Pat 

Murray, who also leads the Coastal Con

servation Association.  

"Honestly, I love the foundation 

because of how much I love the depart

ment," Murray said. "A main reason that 

Texas has such great natural resources is 

because of the department's vision. Look 

at examples like the shrimp license buy

back, which has been wildly successful to 

get shrimping to a manageable level.  

Core funds came from the $3 angler fee.  

The foundation helped get private funds 

to create a final big push. It was a neat 

moment where the private sector could 

come in and make an additive difference 

to the good that was already going on in 

the department." 

Though it may not be well-known to 

average Texans, the work of the founda

tion touches many lives.  

"The great thing is it manifests in 

the things we love - fishing, hunting, 

hiking and camping, parks," Murray 

said. "Anyone who enjoys the outdoors 

is enjoying some of the work the 

department does, and the foundation 

is right there as a crucial partner 

behind them." *
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Private donations raised by the foundation paid 
for construction of a new Game Warden Trainirg 
Center and development of a K-9 corps. The foun
dation also helps support pronghorn restoration 
and research.
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When it comes to how the Devils River got its name, 
the devil's in the details.  

Ambrose Bierce did not include a definition for the Devils 
River in his 1911 classic Devil's Dictionary, but the famous journalist 
-- a hell of a hand at arranging English words in an amusing 
order - doubtless would have had fun writing an entry for the 
Southwest Texas river.  

With Bierce being a longtime newspaperman, the first thing 
that would have caught his attention in pondering a humorous 
definition for the scenic (if difficult-to-traverse) stream is that 
the accepted usage of its name is without the expected apostro
phe. What the devil? Referring to the river without using the 
possessive is strange, since attributing the stream to the entity 
supposedly presiding over the netherworld is how the river got 
its name in the first place.  

Well, maybe. Actually, that apostrophe has to do with how 
only some people think the river got its name.  

When a group of Spanish explorers traveled along the river 
in 1675, it may already have had a name. Splashing across 
the Rio Grande on May ii that year, a party of soldiers and 
friendly Indians rode into Texas to scout a hilly region then 
known as the Sierra Dacate, believed by historians to refer to 
the rough country along the Devils River. During the first 
week of the trek, the expedition came to a river the Indians 

Fed by numerous clear springs, 
the Devils River cuts through the 
rugged country of Southwest Texas.

BEFORE THE DEVIL TOOK IT (IN A 

MANNER OF SPEAKING), THE RIVER WAS 

KNOWN FOR A TIME AS THE SAN PEDRO.  

called the Dacate.  

Dacate does not show up online as a Spanish word, so it may 
be an Indian word or a phonetic of an Indian word. No matter 
its origin or meaning, the name didn't last.  

Before the devil took it (in a manner of speaking), the river 
was known for a time as the San Pedro. St. Peter, of course, 
was Simon Peter, one of the 12 apostles later beatified by the 
Catholic Church. Since the first Europeans to see the ruggedly 
beautiful river were Spanish explorers, it's probable that they 
came up with that name.  

After Spain lost its claim on Texas and the area became 
part of the new Republic of Mexico, the citizens of the nas
cent nation occasionally traveled across the river, so it's pos
sible that one of those visitors came up with the idea of nam
ing the stream for Peter. But again, no specific information 
on this has come to light. Whatever led to the naming of the 
river for one of the apostles, the devil didn't darken the pic-

ture until the 1 8 40s.  
In the fall of 1848, former Texas Ranger Capt. Jack Hays led 

a party westward to explore a good route from San Antonio to 
El Paso. When Hays and his 70-plus men reached the river, not 
an easy trip then and not much easier even today, he supposedly 
reined his horse and surveyed the river and the rough terrain 
on either side of it before famously pronouncing: "St. Pete, 
hell. This is the Devil's River." Therefore suggesting that the 
river belonged to the devil, hence the need for an apostrophe.  

Hays' opinion became codified when San Antonio newspaper 
The Western Texian printed Hays' December report to Col. Peter H.  
Bell with this noteworthy line included: "Owing to the difficul
ties we had in extricating ourselves from the deep ravines and 
mountains which encompass it for many miles from its mouth, 
we named it Devil's River." 

As he conducted research for Devils River: Treacherous Twin to the 
Pecos, 1535-1900, Midland writer-historian Patrick Dearen dug 
deep. One surprising find was that contrary to legend and Hays' 
own written claim, someone else may have come up with the 
idea of naming a Texas river in honor of Lucifer.  

Examining the diary of noted Texas pioneer Samuel Maver

ick, who rode with Hays on his 1848 expedition, Dearen found 
that Maverick referred to the river as the Devil's as early as Sept.  
21 that year when he wrote: "Mouth of Devil's river. 14 [miles]." 

"The casual way he noted the 
stream's name seems unusual for a 

river never before known by that 

designation until that very day," 
Dearen observed. 'Add to this 

Hays' claim that he and his fellow 
riders named the river only after 

experiencing difficulty upstream, 
and it's clear that the two men's 

accounts contradict one another in 

regard to the party's first use of the 

word 'devil's."' 

Dearen goes on to speculate that

the river may already have been known by at least some people 
as the Devil's. Indeed, as he notes, there's a folk tale that at 
some point a lovelorn Indian girl leaped to her death from one 
of the river's high bluffs. Learning the horrible news, her father 
the chief supposedly uttered: "The Devil's River." 

However the river got its name, the disappearance of the 
apostrophe is equally curious and has never been explained.  
But you've got to expect at least a little bit of unsolved mystery 
with a wonder like the Devils River. *
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GOODS AND SERVICES FOR THE OUTDOOR ENTHUSIAST 

M A R K E T P L A C E 
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: (512) 799-1045

KM0 RI8MTIC 
( -J

Specializing in 

shallow water flats 

fishing for redfish, 

trout & flounder.  

. Full Day / HaF Day 
* Baffin trips 

Kayak Rentals 
' Kayaks Shut: e Drop off / pick up 
a Nature Boat Trips for Photography 

and Private Whooping Crane Tours 

Call (361) 463-6545 
rockportredrunner@yahoo.com 

www.rockportredrunner.com

Turn A Rough 
Driveway Into 
A Smooth Ride.

'ATENTED DESIGN easily fills in potholes, 
smoothes washboard.  

POWERED ACTUATOR controls grading depth 
with a remote control.  

LOOSENS AND REDISTRIBUTES composite 
driveway surfaces without the need to haul, 
shovel, or rake new material.

CARBIDE-TIPPED 
SCARIFYING 
teeth loosen the 
hardest surfaces.

Try a DR® 
at Home for 
6 Months! 
Callfor details.

0 
0 
X

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! I 

TOLL-FREE 

888-212-0585 
DRpowergrader.com

CSR <

TREKER® Jungle Travel Washcloth.  
Rinses clean and stinliy free.  

2 pack $8 
www.lunatecgear.com
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Unique outdoor and indoor coolers available 
Hand made out of real "barn wood" 

Hand-crafted in Texas 
Inclues Official Igloo Brand Ice Chest 

Customize your cooler with adornments 

UTDOOR IIJsTICCOOLERS.COM 
800-833-5998i



KA1ANKAWA VILLAGE 
"for the good life on the gulf" 

, rTHE LODGE & CATTAILS 

The ambience is casual at The Lodge, 
but the amenities are luxurious. Each 
of the eight rooms are uniquely styled, 
featuring the finest organic bedding, 
large bathrooms and original artwork.  

A uGourmet coffees and flat screen televi
sions are found in each room and two 
outdoor living rooms with fireplaces 
are yours during your visit. Our 
popular mercantile shop, Cattails, is 
part of the Karankawa Village just 
across the boardwalk. Here you will 
find more of the finest coffees, wines, 
cigars, gourmet foods, artwork, 
clothing and homewares.  

Matagorda, TX (979) 863-7737 
karankawavillage.com

The DR® TOW-BEHIND TRIMMER/ MOWER is the 
perfect time- and back-saving solution for anyone 
who mows with 
a riding mower, NEW FOR 2014! 
the-i spends just 
as long (or longer!) going around their property a 
second time on foot to do the trimming.  

Tightly trims aroundfence posts, TRIM FASTER, 
trees, and other obstacles with MOW WIDER! 
spr'ig-loaded action! 

TRIMS PRECISELY 

by automatically 
deflecting 

around 
obstacles! 

MOWS WIDER by extending HEAVY 
the reach of your riding mower, TRIM 

- saving you time. (green 
trims 5X FASTER and more powerful Erms 

than any handheld triminer!

~ < Try aC 
at Hon 
6 Moni 

o ~oc"'~"' Coll fordetc

D R* 

e for 
hs! 

ails.

Y-DUTY DR(® 
MER CORD 

and blue) out
and out-lasts 
ary trimmer line.

Includes models, product specifications, and special factory-direct offers.  

2LL 
FREE 888-2 12-0.58.5

0

jik' fxL if~~

See the color of an eagle's eye...  
From a mile away! - Used by 
federal agencies and armed forces 
throughout the world, these Military 
Zoom Binoculars by Spion bring 
life 20 to 140 times closer. Ideal for 
bird watching, boating, surveillance 
-even star gazing! They are the 
only binoculars with the power and 
precision to bring the world right to 
you with just a touch of your finger.  
Feel like you're in the middle of the 
action at sporting events. See the 
distant world with such sharpness 
and clarity that you'll forget you're 
miles away.  

MEASURES: 
12" x 9"x 4" 

FEATURES: 

70mm Precision 

LensSystem 
One-Touch 20x 
to 140x optical zoom 

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER! 
Be one of the first 500 

to order and Save $50.00 
off your SPION Military Zoom 

Binoculars! 
Military Zoom Binoculars 
TC243$................ . .9

Now $149.95 

Binocular Tripod 
TC243TP.....$29.95 

Coupon Code: MX8CFN6
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WILDLIFE 
V- CONSERVATION 
*. CAMP

Wildlife 
Conservation 

Through 
Management

July 20-26, 2014 
Application Deadline: May 1, 2014 

For more information visit: 
www.wildlifecamptx.org

Prairili & Pineywoodsl 
at Selh Ranch 

May 2-4. 2014 
Mount Vernon, TX 

(2 hours east of DFW Metroplex) 

* Discover Daphne Prairie, TPWD 

2013 Outstanding Steward Award.  

* Rare Bird Egg Exhibit includes eggs 

of 3 extinct birds 

* Guided Tours. Owl Prowl & Insect 
Night programs, Keynote Speaker.  

Registration & Details: Birdin 
www.birdingmtvernon.com mount venon 

April 23, 24, 25, 
26 $ 27, 2014 

Texans Hill Country's 
Beet All Around 

Brding-Nature Eventl 
Diseever birds, 

bats, butterflies, 
nature photography, 
wildflowers f morel 

83=966q-2320.  
W Wwtexasnaturequost~on
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AQUATIC SCIENCES 
ADVENTURE CAMP 

Curriculum immerses campers in aquatic biology and water chemistry activities. Activities are led by 
staff of Texas State University and certified teachers. Other activities include a trip to Sea World, 

tubing, glass-bottom boat rides, intro to scuba/snorkeling, rafting, and swimming.  
Who: Boys/girls; ages 9-15 

What: Overnight and day camp 
When: Two-day, one-week sessions; June-August 

Cost: $150-$775 

Contact: (512) 245-2329 

www.eardc.txstate.edu/camp.htmi 

Presented by Edwards Aquifer Research and Data Center 
at Texas State University - San Marcos
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Kids play free K- ad-- . i n 
- at Texas State Parks
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* Meyer B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country, 
mid-1800s stage stop, Texas landmark. Pool, 
hot tub, fireplaces, golf.  
www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com (888) 995-6100 

* Palo Alto Creek Farm. Landmark historic 
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient 

oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquili

ty. Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farm
house, all with private spa therapy rooms.  

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089 

* Settler's Crossing Bed and Breakfast.  
Private historic log cabins and cottages spread 
over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from 

town.  

www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020 

* The Lamb's Rest Inn. Located on the 
Guadalupe River. Featuring garden with foun

tain, pool, and hot tub, private balconies and 

fireplaces. Delightful breakfasts often served 

alfresco.  
www.lambsrestinn.com (888) 609-3932 

NEW BRAUNFELS 

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus & 
Danville Schoolhouse. 4 3

-acre deer haven 
near Gruene, rivers. Getaways, reunions, wed

dings, corporate retreats. 10 luxurious rooms, 

Jacuzzis. Delicious breakfasts.  

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (800) 299-8372 

HOPES' HOUSE 
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 

(800) 924-1008 
www.hoopeshouse.com 

NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.  
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.  
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED.CALL FOR BROCHURE.  

"" LOOKING FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL 4 FOR HOLIDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, 
BIRTHDAYS, COMPANY GIFTS ETC...  

Cift Certificates 
ORDER ONLINE ON A SECURE SERVER 

WWW.TEXASBB.ORG
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Paradise is closer 
than you think! 
Retreat to the Hills for a Week or 

Weekend of Relaxation & Adventure 

Private Vacation Homes & Cabins - Hiking, Birding, Mtn Bike Trails 

Rio Fro Lodging & Nature Center 830-966-2320



How to Tell Time Like a Man
Our digital-analog hybrid has two sides... tough and tougher.  
Get it now for an unbelievable $59!

Your watch shouldn't cost more than 
your car. It should look and feel like 

power tool and not a piece of bling.  

Wearing it shouldn't make you think twice 

about swinging a hammer or changing a tire.  
A real man's timepiece needs to be ready for 

anything. But that's just my opinion. If you 

agree, maybe you're ready for the Stauer 
Centurion Hybrid. Use your Exclusive 
Insider Promotional Code below and I'll 
send it to you today for ONLY $59.  

This watch doesn't do dainty. And nei
ther do I. Call me old-fashioned, but I want 
my boots to be leather, my tires to be deep

tread monsters, and my steak thick and rare.  

Inspiration for a man's watch should come 
from things like fast cars, firefighters and 

power tools. And if you want to talk beauty, 
then let's discuss a 428 cubic inch V8.  

Did I mention the $59 price tag? This 
is a LOT of machine for not a lot of money.  
The Stauer Centurion Hybrid sports a 
heavy-duty alloy body, chromed and 
detailed with a rotating bezel that allows 

you to track direction. The luminous hour 

and minute hands mean you can keep 

working into the night. And the dual digital 
displays give this watch a hybrid ability. The 
LCD windows displays the time, day and 
date, includes a stopwatch function, and 

features a bright green electro-luminescent 

backlight. We previously offered the 
Centurion for $199, but with the exclusive 

promotional code it's yours for ONLY $59! 

No matter what, this watch can keep 
up. Thanks to the Stauer 30-day Money 
Back Guarantee, you've got time to prove it.  
If you're not totally satisfied, return it for a 
full refund of the purchase price. You also 
get a 2-year replacement guarantee on both 

movements. But I have a feeling the only 
problem you'll have is deciding whether to 
keep the Stauer Centurion on your dresser 
or tucked inside your toolbox.  

"I work in the surveying and 
construction industry...  
This is my work horse watch 
and I am proud to wear it." 

- C.S. from Fort Worth, TX

Stauer Centurion Hybrid Watch- -99 
Promotional Code Price Only $59 

or two payments of $+ S&P 
Order now to take advantage of this fantastic low price.  

1-800-333-2057 
Please use this code when y order to receive y discount. C ""B 

Rating of A+ 

S 14101 Southcross Drive W, Dept. CNW225-03 

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

Digital-Analog Hybrid * Dual digital displays " Heavy-duty chromed body " 3 ATM Water Resistant 

LCD windows for time. Ja-e and day " Luminous hands e Contrast Stitch Band fits a 7 1/4"-9 1/4" wrist 

Smart Luxuries-Surprising Prices"'



Chemistry Casanova 
Reinvents the Emerald
San Fransisco CA...It is 1937. You never saw a genius more in love. She loved him 

back, but how could he surprise her and stun her without breaking the bank? He 
knew she loved that glittering green necklace in the jewelry store window. But he 

also knew that he could never afford a natural emerald on a chemist's salary. So he 
made his own.  

A few years later, he brought 100 carats along on his honeymoon in New York City.  
But when the couple visited a Fifth Avenue jeweler for a professional opinion, the 
manager called the cops. He assumed the gems were stolen because they looked too 
good to be true. His beautiful wife just smiled knowingly.  

Own a piece of emerald history. We have spent the last few years refining this 
complex process and the results are stunning. The spectacular lab-created stone at 
the heart of our Scienza* Marquesa Pendant is a vivid carat marquise-cut green 

beauty cradled in gleaming .925 sterling silver and surrounded by the fire of our 

exclusive DiamondAura* rounds.

Perfect from the start. Mined emeralds are born in chaos. As a result, 

they are littered with flaws, inclusions and cracks. Scienza emeralds 

are absolutely free of natural imperfections. Even the finest South 

American stones are treated and filled to keep them from splitting.  

But every Scienza emerald begins and ends in perfection.  

The process begins with the seed of a natural emerald. In strictly 

controlled conditions, using intense heat of over 1800 degrees 

celsius, that seed takes over seven months to grow into a larger 

rough emerald. Chemically, the scientific stones grown in a 
lab are identical to mined emerald. They are just as hard and 

an incredibly rich, intense green.  

Our expert appraiser has valued this pendant at $345 but 

since our chemist appreciates hard gems as well as hard 

earned cash, we are pricing this emerald pendant for the V 

astoundingly low price of $39. That's 89% LESS! 

A much greener emerald. Our Scienza Marquesa Pendant 

originates from the mind not the mines. The win-win result 

is an indulgent adornment that's literally and figuratively 

green-flashing more color, clarity, and fire than mined 

emeralds but without the environmental damage associated with 

gem mining.  

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Bring it home and see for yourself. If the 
brilliance of our Scienza Emerald fails to impress, simply send it back wit 

30 days for a full refund of your purchase price. But after wearing the w 

smartest gem, you will see first-hand how beauty and brains come togeth

89% 
LESS THAN 

INDEPENDENTLY 
APPRAISED 

VALUE*

_i j 

# 

aw 

Pendant enlarged to 
show luxurious detail.  

Chain not included.

hin 
orld's 

her.

Scienza® Marquesa Pendant - valued at 4-5-* 

Promotional Code Price Only $39+ S&P Save $306' 

Order now to take advantage of this fantastic low price.  

1-888-870-9144 
Your Promotional Code: MEP176-01 
Please use this code when you order to receive your discount.

89% L ESS* 
INSTANTLY! 

'When you use your 
PROMOTIONAL 

CODE

*For more information concerning the appraisal, visit http://www.stauer.com/appraisedvalues.asp.  

Smart Luxuries-Surprising Prices "

Stauer 
14101 Southcross Drive W., 

Dept. MEP176-01, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 

BBB 
Rating of A+
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WHO NEEDS WILD PLACES & WILD THINGS IN TEXAS? 

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE FOUNDATION BELIEVES WE ALL DO. IF YOU SHARE 

THIS BELIEF, WE INVITE YOU TO HAVE A CONVERSATION WITH US.


