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FOLKS WHO VISITED TEXAS by auto stayed
longer and spent more last fall than the same period
last year, reports the Texas Auto Visitor Survey.
During September, October, and November, they
averaged 8.7 days per trip (an increase of nearly 34
percent) and spent $712 per party per trip, compared
to $577 for the same period in 1991. "This tracks
right along with the 16 percent more visitors to our
Texas Travel Information Centers this fall," said
Milton Meharg, director of TxDOT Travel Services.
Some 3,235,044 visitors had stopped at our centers
this year by November 30, the end of the report
period. A free copy of the detailed Texas Auto
Visitor Survey is available by writing P. 0. Box
5064, Austin, TX 78763-5064.
IF YOU ENJOY TEXAS TRAVEL LOG and want
to continue receiving it, be sure to complete the form
on the back cover and send it in, along with the
mailing label. You might want to copy the
page,
rather than mutilate it. Kinda like "Have your cake
and eat it, too" or "Vote early and vote often."
HELP RING IN THE YEAR OF THE ROOSTER
and join in the excitement of San Antonio's largest
Asian New Year Festival on Sunday, January 24, at
the San Antonio Museum of Art. The popular event
begins at noon with the majestic Lion Dance, steeped
in centuries of Oriental tradition, and continues to
5 p.m. Chinese, Japanese, Koreans, Thais, Indian
Asians, Vietnamese, Filipino, Indonesians, and
Laotians will unite for an afternoon of traditional
dancing and singing, demonstrations of ancient arts
and crafts, and fabulous ethnic foods. Guided tours of
the museum's spacious new Asian galleries will also
be offered. At 200 West Jones Avenue in San
Antonio. Call 210/978-8100 for more details.

512/467-3722
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TEXAS HGIHWAYS MAGAZINE STAFFERS
were sporting large white "We did it" buttons at a
Division of Travel and Information Christmas party
a
week or two ago. What did they do? After Lord
knows-how-many years, the official state travel
magazine's circulation passed that of Arizona
Highways. (See the Box Scores on page 4!) We knew
it was just a matter of time!
TEXAS TRIVIA: What Texas city is the world's
first city with entirely digital, wireless telephone
service?
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SORRY WE'RE A LITTLE LATE this month. New
Year's Day and the weekend that followed put us a
little behind the power curve in getting Box Score
data.
McALLEN'S DONE IT AGAIN! Chuck Snyder's
McAllen C&VB has just come out with two teriffic
visitor guides - complete, well-written text on
places to go and things to do, illustrated with attrac
tive graphics and colorful photos. One, a
48-page
version, is a fulfillment piece used for ad responses,
information centers, and other placements. The
other, a Spanish language 32-page full color guide,
will be distributed through Mexican travel agents by
USTTA in Mexico, as well as in McAllen area hotels
and motels.

Around the

A budding Country-Western balladeer, Bobby Hitt,
recently visited our Texas Travel Information Center
at Texarkana and chatted awhile with counselor
Dawn Bartholemew. Hitt was returning to his home
in New Braunfels after taping his first video in

Nashville.
Our TIC at Waskom reports that hordes of visitors
stopped by during December on their way to view
the spectacular Christmas lights display at Marshall.
Several of the center managers visited the Austin
office in December. In addition to consultations with
our Travel Services staff, they also had an
opportunity to discuss what is coming up in the field
of travel literature during the next few months.
Included were Skip Birkner, Anthony; Reva Keltner
subbing for Dale Sowder, Gainesville; Neal Billings,
Langtry; Ann Dean, Texarkana; Melissa Heard,
Waskom; Leo Garza, Laredo; Sam Martinez, the
Valley; and Rosemary Eaves, Amarillo.
Folks from the Beaumont C&VB served
lunch for the staff of our Texas Travel
Center at Orange, reports manager
"They sure do take good care of us," she

a Christmas
Information
Pam Crew.
laughed.

Our visitor information booth at the State Capitol has
been temporarily moved to the west wing in order to
accommodate renovation construction, reports
counselor Mary Ulrich.
And when a couple from Germany wrote to Texas
Highways requesting travel information for their
forthcoming trip to Texas, editor Jack Lowry
forwarded it to our Capitol Information Center.
There, Mary compiled a letter to the couple, mapping
out an itinerary for them to follow on their drive
from Houston to Amarillo, pointing out various
attractions, and suggesting several short side trips
along the way. This soon blossomed into an ongoing
correspondence, and Mary is looking forward to
meeting the couple as they pass through Austin this
spring.

CINEMA BUFFS AND TREKKIES alike will enjoy
a visit to the newly opened "Prop Shop" at the
Palace of Wax Museum in Grand Prairie. Featured
are original exhibits such as costumes donated by
Roy Rogers and Charlie Chaplin, as well as props
used in the original "Star Trek" series. At 601 E.
Safari Parkway in Grand Prairie. Call 214/263-2391
for more details.
WINTER TEXANS HEADING FOR THE VALLEY
will want to pick up a copy of The Park Book, a
comprehensive guide to RV and motor home parks in
the Texas Rio Grande Valley. It contains listings for
some 515 RV and MH parks encompassing more than
66,000 sites, 43 RV dealers, and service and supply
outlets. Available free at our Valley TIC, at any
Valley chamber of Commerce, or by mail for $2 from
Les Johnson, Data File, Rt. 7, Box 508, Harlingen,
TX 78552. For information or to order, call
210/425-3978.

SPANISH CONQUISTADORS wrote a colorful
chapter in the history of the Southwest, with their
conquest of Mexico and their far-ranging
explorations. Now they are the focus of "God, Gold,
and Glory: Conquistadors in the Americas," a
quincentenary exhibit at the Corpus Christi Museum
of Science and History. More than 35 objects are on
display, ranging from an authentic reproduction of a
16th-Century suit of armor, to historic Zuni pottery,
to Spanish Colonial religious objects. January 15 to
May 2 at 1900 N. Chaparral in Corpus Christi. Call
512/883-2863 for more details.
VISITORS CAN PLAY with various interactive
exhibits to learn about the nature of light, sound, and
machines in the new Discovery Place at the Houston
Museum of Natural Science. The 6,000-sq.-ft.
"exploratorium" in the lower level of the museum is
divided into three learning areas: Light and Sight,
Sound and Hearing, and Mechanical Advantage.
Another planned exhibit, Toys in Space, scheduled to
open this month, is a joint project between the
museum and NASA that teaches how zero gravity
affects such things as a spinning top or a paddle ball.
For all the details, call 713/6394600.

"LOOKING FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT?" he

DENTON'S LARGEST HOTEL has become the

asked sheepishly. Then head for the Texas Mohair
Festival in Kerrville on Saturday, January 30. It
features a stock-dog trial, a goat-shearing contest,
mohair style shows, a mohair arts and crafts show,
and fleece-to-fabric demonstrations, including dyeing,
spinning, weaving, and knitting mohair. Considering
the Texas Hill Country produces 90 percent of the
mohair fiber produced in the nation, the event is a
natural for Kerrville.' Sounds like fun, too! Call
210/896-1155 for all the details.

Radisson Hotel Denton at the University of North
Texas, the result of a recent change in ownership.
Formerly the Sheraton Denton Hotel, projected renova
tion of the 150-room facility includes the lobby, restau
rant, sports bar, and work on the 18-hole golf course.

ICE HOCKEY HAS RETURNED TO COWTOWN!
And the hottest thing in Fort Worth this winter is
Fort Worth Fire. The Fire joins teams from Dallas,
Tulsa, Memphis, Wichita, and Oklahoma City to form
the Central Hockey League. Thirty home games at
the Fort Worth/Tarrant County Convention Center
offer nonstop excitement. Call 817/335-FIRE for
tickets or more information.
THE CHILDREN'S MUSEUM OF HOUSTON is
settled in new quarters in the Mary Gibbs Jones
Building at 1500 Binz in Houston. The 12,000-sq.-ft.
exhibit hall houses 12 new hands-on, wide-ranging
exhibits for kids. Call 713/522-1138 for details.

THE FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN History and
Heritage Tour, a bus tour exploring important
historic sites in Dallas for the African-American
community, will be available each Saturday in
February. Included is the Shotgun House at Old City
Park. Visitors will have their choice of two tours,
each covering a different portion of the city. Both
tours originate at Old City Park. Call 214/421-5141.
A CERAMIC INSTALLATION by renowned
ceramics artist James C. Watkins, featuring
double-walled caldrons incorporating natural colors
combined with snake and bird imagery, are on
display January 15 through March 6 at the Emily
Edwards Gallery of the Southwest Craft Center.
Open Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
300 Augusta in San Antonio. Call 210/24-1848 for
more information on this and other exhibitions.

THE OUTDOOR MARSH AREA of the Texas State
Aquarium in Corpus Christi has expanded and added
several new habitats. Many of the resident birds are
part of the Aquarium's program for rehabilitation of
injured animals. Among the wildlife that visitors may
spot are an egret, a black-crowned night heron, a
brace of white pelicans, four brown pelicans, and an
assortment of gulls. For information on this and
other exhibits, call the Texas State Aquarium at
512/881-1200.
AUSTIN'S C&VB OFFICE IS MOVING this month
to new quarters at 201 East 2nd Street, not far from
the new convention center. The telephone number
remains the same; it's 512/474-5171.

UNKNOWN TO MANY VISITORS to far West
Texas are the many colorful murals scattered
throughout El Paso. Now visitors to the sunny city
can take a tour of Los Murales with the help of a
colorful and comprehensive booklet just produced by
the Junior League of El Paso. Featured are
attractive color sections on 13 selected murals, with
listings on more than 80 other murals, including
easy-to-use location maps.
NOTES FROM THE STATE PARKS: Mother Neff
SP has reopened as a day-use facility; Village Creek
SP near Beaumont is now expected to open this
spring; all facilities at Lake Somerville SP are open
except the Rocky Point day-use area in the Nails
Creek Unit; and the river bottom day-use area of the
South Llano Creek SP will remain closed to public
access where an estimated 300-600 Rio Grande wild
turkeys now roost in the 70-yr.-old nesting area. For
additional information on the status of state parks
call TPWD at 512/389-4907 or toll-free in Texas
1-800-792-1112.

VISITORS TO HUECO TANKS STATE PARK
must now have a $25 Texas Conservation Passport to
enter the park and may visit the interior only with a
guide or special permit. New rules designed to
protect ancient rock art were instituted as a result of
vandalism on rock paintings that date back thousands
of years. Call 915/857-1135 for complete information
on park facilities and rules.

ONCE AGAIN, METROPLEX CITIES are working
their tourism synergism magic with a planned $2.8
million advertising campaign during the summer of
1993 designed to attract weekend visitors to the
Metroplex, according to Irving C&VB mogul Mike
Benton. The project will hit the ground running with
billboards, radio spots, TV commercials, and print
ads - all appearing in outer markets throughout the
region as early as this spring.

HORSE LOVERS visiting the Metroplex will want
to visit the Equestrian Center at the Will Rogers
Memorial Center, the "horse show capital of the
world." In the heart of Fort Worth's cultural district,
the state-of-the-art Equestrian Center is the nation's
largest livestock anA equine facility, and home to
world championship competitions from the largest
breed registries in the United States. More than 30
equine shows, ranging from one to two weeks
duration, fill the center each year. For complete
information on events and facilities, call 817/871-8150.

VISITORS TO THE BROWNSVILLE AREA will
want to visit the Palo Alto Battlefield National
Historic Site, location of the opening battle of the
Mexican-American War on May 8, 1846. A bill
establishing the 3,400-acre site just north of the city
at the intersection of FM 511 and FM 1847 was
signed into law last June. Call 210/548-2788 for
information about the park and its facilities.

.

So you think you know Texas . .
Here's a little quiz to test your general knowledge
of the Lone Star State.
1 - What did Richard King do for a living before
founding the sprawling King Ranch?
Cowboy
a.
Banker
b.
c.
Musician
d.
Steamboat captain
2 - In what city is the annual Chilympiad held?
Terlingua
a.
b.
San Marcos
C.
Lajitas
d.
San Saba
3 - What was Stephen F. Austin's middle name?
a.
Foster
b.
Fuller
c.
Franklin
Fenwick
d.
4 - How many giant Texas ruby red grapefruit
does it take to make a dozen?
Twelve
a.
b.
Nine
Thirteen
c.
d.
All of the above

5 - What city has the International Kite Museum?
a.
Lubbock
b.
Wichita Falls
c.
Marfa
d.
Corpus Christi
6 - What Country-Western performer, bom in San
Benito, was named Baldemar G. Huerta?
a.
Les Baxter
Henry Cisneros
b.
c.
Freddie Fender
d.
Mel Tillis
7 - What Texas river produces freshwater pearls
ranging in color from pink to purple?
a.
Concho
b.
Blanco
c.
Frio
Hondo
d.
p-
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POSSIBLY THE ONLY CITY with its own
traveling billboard - is Wichita Falls. A tour bus
owned by Jefferson Tours of Oklahoma City is
emblazoned with a colorful mural touting the "Living
Legends of North Texas" and "Wichita Falls,"
courtesy of the city's Board of Commerce and
Industry Convention and Visitors Bureau. The
colorful bus racks up more than 1,500 tour miles each
week across all parts of the nation.
APPROPRIATELY, A GLANCE at Wichita Falls'
current Calendar of Events shows a city with lots
going on all the time. It runs the gamut from a
boxing tournament to a series of stage productions;
to sports, guns, crafts, art, boat, and auto shows; to
cheese and wine tastings; and a bowling tournament.
Something to interest or delight just about anyone
who wanders by. Call the WFC&VB for a copy of
the calendar at 817/723-2741.
ANSWER TO TEXAS TRIVIA: Quitaque, in
Briscoe County, became the first city to use this new
technology of voice transmission by radio waves.
Developed by GTE, the system went into operation
December 2, 1992.
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WINTER TEXANS who hanker for a taste of Texas
should head for South Padre Island January 25 for
the 7th Annual Chili Cookoff and Mexican Trade
Show. The chili cookoff is open to anyone who wants
to make a batch or sample a batch. The Mexican
Trade Show offers a potpourri of wares from south of
the border. Call 210/943-4343 for details.
A PUT-ON CARTOON AD in a recent Penthouse
magazine poked fun at the infamous cellular phone
call from Britain's Princess Diana to a male friend,
saying that a "lonely princess" seeks telephone calls
and listing her number as 1-800-BUCKINGHAM.
Drop the "Ham" from the number and you have the
toll-free number of the King Ranch Saddle Shop.
Trouble is, lots of people are responding. The saddle
shop's manager reports they're getting lots of
calls - but most of them are just for fun. Not 'tall
funny, really.

Looking
Ahead

Coming to Southfork Ranch in Plano this spring is
"Dallas - The Show That Took the World By Storm,"
an attraction depicting the history of the television
series, its characters, and events. Also on tap this
spring is "Texas Ranching - Fact & Fantasy," a
special exhibit showcasing ranching in Texas. Call
214/442-7800 for details.
Two days of zany contests are in store April 3-4 at
the 18th Annual Prairie Dog Chili Cookoff & World
Championship of Pickled Quail Egg Eating Contest
at Traders Village in Grand Prairie. Fun for all
includes not only the oldest and largest chili cookoff
in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, but other
showmanship, and a Saturday night dance. Call
214/674-2331 for all the scoop.
Look for the return of grand prix racing to Big D
next September 17-19 if the Dallas City council gives
its expected approval during a meeting this month.
The 1.6-mile course around Reunion Arena will
receive a $500,000 upgrade, with additional expenses
to be borne by the promoters. Last held in Dallas in
1988, the races have recently been held at the
Addison airport, but disruption of activities there
forced a location change.
Both Grand Prairie and adjacent Irving stand to gain
when a recently approved Class I horse racetrack is
completed near 1-30 and Belt Line Road within the
next two years. City officials of both communities
expect hotels and restaurants to locate nearby. The
track is expected to bring some 6,000 new jobs to the
area, says Grand Prairie mayor Charles England.
Plans are moving forward on a $1.6 million, 10-acre
museum complex at Burton to house the newly
restored Burton Farmers Gin, now nearing
completion, and the adjoining restored Wehring's
Shoe Shop. Included will be the National Museum for
Cotton Ginning and Cotton Production, and the
National Cotton Archives. Burton is midway between
Houston and Austin on US 290.

Data as of December 31, 1992
Austin Office

For TxDOT This Month

For TxDOT This Year

For DOC This Month

For DOC This Year

Mail Services

otal Year to Date

5,471

114,132

10,202

804,739

918,871

Subscriber Inquiries
This Month

Addresses Offered
This Month

Addresses Transmitted
This Month

Addresses Transmitted
Year to Date

68

25,473

18,836

421,097

Services to Travel Industry
TxDOT TRAX System

Official State Travel Magazine
Texas Highways Print Run

Travel
Center

This Month

This Month Last Year

This Year to Date

Last Year to Date

450,702

436,478

5,311,220

5173856

Month Total

Percent

Visitors

Year Total

Variation*

Percent

Visitors

Variation*

Amarillo

6,933

- 15.3

136,536

+

6.6

Orange

39,840

+

Anthony

15,765

-

212,475

-

0.4

Texarkana

30,618

Valley
+ 19.3

Waskom
Wichita Falls

Denison

9.3

Temporarily Closed

Gainesville

31,773

-

3.2

434,274

Langtry

4,608

- 16.1

85,182

-

2.6

Laredo

11,649

- 19.1

158,574

-

13.2

*ompared to

last

Year

Travel
Center

Capitol

Month Total

Percent

Visitors

Variation*

Percent

Variation*

2.3

527,943

+

5.2

-

27.7

390,942

+

6.5

24,762

-

16.7

301,542

+

10.8

36,093

-

10.1

452,250

+ 22.9

9,288

-

27.1

178,338

-

0.6

+ 10.5

604,263

+

9.3

3,482,319

+

8.2

35,946

Center Totals

Year Total

Visitors

247,275

-

10.0

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers (8
a.m. - 9 p.m. daily)
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