
TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE

The cave myotis is a common species of bat that can be seen emerging from caves and crevices at dusk.
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CAVE MYOTIS Myotis velifer 
TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE 

Inside of Colorado Bend State Park there are many caves and crevices, and these dark spaces offer a unique place to live for many kinds of wildlife, including bats. Cave myotis can live in groups that contain as many as 5,000 bats.  Many bats, including the cave myotis, travel south looking for more food as cold weather approaches.  A seasonal travel in search of food is called migration. Some individuals will choose to stay behind and slumber through the winter, otherwise known as hibernation.  Bats may look scary, but they do humans a huge favor. Cave myotis are insectivores, meaning they eat flying insects such as mosquitoes.  A new fungus has emerged that is threatening many bats. White-nose syndrome is a fungus that can spread between bat populations and can quickly kill thousands of bats. To be safe, TPWD has limited access to many caves so that humans do not help spread the disease.


