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A LAND TRANSFORMED

Before the arrival of European or American settlers, these
parklands were a lush coastal prairie with a carpet of flow-
ers and grasses up to eight feet tall. Shallow wetlands and
marshes dotted the prairie. Thousands of animal and plant
species thrived in the diverse habitat. After Texas inde-
pendence in 1836, farms and ranch land replaced much of
the prairie and almost all of the marshland. During World
War II the U.S. government built Sheldon Reservoir
(today’s lake) to provide water to the defense industry. In
the 1950s, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department pur-
chased the land and developed it into a refuge for migratory
waterfowl, a public fishing lake and a fish hatchery. Part of
the land was farmed. After the hatchery closed in 1975, the

land began to revert naturally to forest, ponds and marshes.

HABITAT RESTORATION

Species adapted to life in a pond or forest form an interde-
pendent food web of plants and animals. When “invasive”
or “exotic” plant or animal species are introduced to these
habitats, the food web and habitat are altered as the inva-
sive species displace native plants and animals. At Sheldon
Lake, staff and volunteers work to control invasive species
such as tallow trees, privet shrubs and fire ants. The staff
also works to control aquatic species such as salvinia, water
hyacinth and nutria. Staff and volunteers plant native trees
to mend damaged woodlands. Land that has been farmed
for 150 years is being restored as coastal prairie and wet-
lands. Seeding or transplanting of appropriate plants, plus
weeding, mowing and controlled burns, will restore these

habitats over time.
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WETLANDS ARE IMPORTANT

Creating and protecting wetlands at Sheldon Lake is vital to
the habitat restoration effort and to the educational mission
of the learning center. The learning center ponds and
Sheldon Lake rely on rain and runoff for their life-giving
water. These ponds provide natural storage for floodwaters
and habitat for aquatic plants. The plants filter pollutants
from the water and provide a habitat for aquatic inverte-
brates, fish, birds and alligators. Unfortunately, urban
development surrounding the park reduces runoff, and the
resulting pollution lowers water quality. Park staff and
volunteers are working to protect the surrounding water-

shed so that there will be a Sheldon Lake for the future.

Park staff and
volunteers
restore wet-
land habitat at
Sheldon Lake.

ALIERNATIVE
ENERGY

lIternative energy,

green building and

conservation methods

at Sheldon Lake State Park demonstrate

ways people can save energy and reduce the pol-

lution caused by burning fossil fuels to make electricity.

Photovoltaic cells and a wind turbine produce electricity
to supplement the electrical power used in the pond
center building, A solar hot-water heater uses the sun’s
energy to warm water for hand-washing in the rest
rooms. A geothermal field uses the constant 74-degree
temperature underground to heat or cool the pond

center more efficiently than conventional methods.

“Green building” practices use energy-efficient design,
recycled or reused materials, water conservation, rain
harvesting, and other methods to reduce energy con-

sumption and damage to the natural environment.

Recycling, composting and native plant gardening
displays at the learning center also demonstrate ways to

reduce trash while saving electricity and water.
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