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AN ACT 

relating to creating the offense of voyeurism; providing a penalty. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 21, Penal Code, is amended by. add;ing 

Section 21.16 to read as follows: 

Sec. 21.16. VOYEURISM. (a) A person commits an offense if 

the person, with the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire 

of the actor, observes another person without the other person's 

consent while the other person is in a dwelling or structure in 

which the other per son has a reasonable expectation of privacy. 

(b) Except as provi~ed by Subsection (c) or (d), an offense 
., 

under this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(c) An offense under this section is a Class B misdemeanor 

if it 1s shown on the . trial . of the offense that the actor. has 
. ' 

previously been convicted two or more times of an offense under this 

section. 

(d) An offense under this section is a state jail felony if 

the victim was a child younger than 14 years of age at the time of 

the offense. 

(e) If conduct that constitutes an offense under this 

section also constitutes an offense under any other law, the actor 

may be prosecuted under this section, the other law, or both. 

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2015. 

1 



H.B. No. 207 

of the Senate 

I certify that H. B. No. 207 was passed by the House on May 12 1 

2015 1 by the following vote: resent 1 not 

voting. 

Chief Clerk of 

I certify that H.B. No. 207 was passed by the Senate on May 

26, 2015 1 by the following vote: 

Secretar 

APPROVED: 

Date 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
Jf: 09 ~ O'CLOCK, 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


May 20,2015 

TO: Honorable John Whitmire, Chair, Senate Committee on Criminal Justice 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB207 by Leach (Relating to creating the offense of voyeurism; providing a penalty.), As 
Engrossed 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Penal Code by creating the offense of voyeurism. Under the provisions 
of the bill, voyeurism would be punishable at various offense levels with the punishment 
increasing in severity based on the specific circumstances of the offense. This analysis assumes 
implementing the provisions of the bill would not result in a significant impact on state 
correctional agencies. 

Local Government Impact 

Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution, and confinement could likely be absorbed with 
existing resources. Revenue from fines imposed and collected is not anticipated to have a 
significant fiscal impact. In addition, punishment for a Class C misdemeanor can include up to 180 
days of deferred disposition. 

Source Agencies: 696 Department of Criminal Justice 

LBB Staff: UP, KJo, LM, KVe, JN, EK 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


April18, 2015 

TO: Honorable Abel Herrero, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB207 by Leach (relating to creating the offense of voyeurism; providing a penalty.), 
Committee Report 1st House, Substituted 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Penal Code by creating the offense of voyeurism. Under the provisions 
of the bill, voyeurism would be punishable at various offense levels with the punishment 
increasing in severity based on the specific circumstances of the offense. This analysis assumes 
implementing the provisions of the bill would not result in a significant impact on state 
correctional agencies. 

Local Government Impact 

Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution, and confinement could likely be absorbed with 
existing resources. Revenue from fines imposed and collected is not anticipated to have a 
significant fiscal impact. In addition, punishment for a Class C misdemeanor can include up to 180 
days of deferred disposition. 

Source Agencies: 696 Department of Criminal Justice 

LBB Staff: UP, KJo, LM, KVe, JN, EK 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


March 23, 2015 

TO: Honorable Abel Herrero, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB207 by Leach (Relating to creating the offense of voyeurism; providing a penalty.), As 
Introduced 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Penal Code by creating the offense of voyeurism. Under the provisions 
of the bill, voyeurism would be punishable at various offense levels with the punishment 
increasing in severity based on the specific circumstances of the offense. 

This analysis assumes implementing the provisions of the bill would not result in a significant 
impact on state correctional agencies, programs, or workloads. 

Local Government Impact 

Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution, and confinement could likely be absorbed with 
existing resources. Revenue from fines imposed and collected is not anticipated to have a 
significant fiscal impact. In addition, punishment for a Class C misdemeanor can include up to 180 
days of deferred disposition. 

Source Agencies: 696 Department of Criminal Justice 

LBB Staff: UP, KJo, LM, KVe, JN, EK 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT 


84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


May 20,2015 


TO: Honorable John Whitmire, Chair, Senate Committee on Criminal Justice 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB207 by Leach (Relating to creating the offense of voyeurism; providing a penalty.), 
As Engrossed 

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill 
would amend the Penal Code by creating the offense of voyeurism and make it punishable at 
various offense levels with the punishment increasing in severity based on the specific 
circumstances of the offense. The bill would make voyeurism in which the victim was a child 
younger than 14 a state jail felony. 

A state jail felony is punishable by confinement in a state jail for a term from 180 days to 2 
years and an optional fine not to exceed $10,000. 

Creating an offense is expected to increase correctional supervision and/or incarceration 
populations and thereby increase demands on county and/or state correctional resources. This 
analysis assumes the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses 
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional populations, programs, or 
workloads. 

Source Agencies: 

LBB Staff: UP, KJo, LM 



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT 


84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


April 18, 2015 


TO: Honorable Abel Herrero, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB207 by Leach (relating to creating the offense of voyeurism; providing a penalty.), 
Committee Report 1st House, Substituted 

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill 
would amend the Penal Code by creating the offense of voyeurism and make it punishable at 
various offense levels with the punishment increasing in severity based on the specific 
circumstances of the offense. The bill would make voyeurism in which the victim was a child 
younger than 14 a state jail felony. 

A state jail felony is punishable by confinement in a state jail for a term from 180 days to 2 years 
and an optional fine not to exceed $10,000. 

Creating an offense is expected to increase correctional supervisiOn and/or incarceration 
populations and thereby increase demands on county and/or state correctional resources. This 
analysis assumes the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses 
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional populations, programs, or workloads. 

Source Agencies: 

LBB Staff: UP, KJo, LM 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT 


84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


March 23, 2015 


TO: Honorable Abel Herrero, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB207 by Leach (Relating to creating the offense of voyeurism; providing a penalty.), As 
Introduced 

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill 
would amend the Penal Code by creating the offense of voyeurism and make it punishable at 
various offense levels with the punishment increasing in severity based on the specific 
circumstances of the offense. The bill would make voyeurism in which the victim was a child 
younger than 14 years of age a state jail felony. 

A state jail felony is punishable by confinement in a state jail for a term from 180 days to 2 years 
and an optional fine not to exceed $10,000. 

Creating an offense is expected to increase correctional supervtston and/or incarceration 
populations and thereby increase demands on county and/or ~tate correctional resources. This 
analysis assumes the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses 
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional agencies. 

Source Agencies: 


LBB Staff: UP, KJo, LM 
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