
Chapter 537 

H.B. No. 1692 
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AN ACT 

relating to the doctrine of forum non conveniens. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Sections 71.051(e) ahd (h), Civil Practice and 

Remedies Code, are amended to read as follows: 

(e) The court may not stay or dismiss a plaintiff's claim 

under Subsection (b) if the plaintiff is a legal resident of this 

state or a derivative claimant of a legal resident of this state. 

The determination of whether a claim may be stayed or dismissed 

under Subsection (b) shall be made with respect to each plaintiff 

without regard to whether the claim of any other plaintiff may be 

stayed or dismissed under Subsection (b) and without regard to a 

plaintiff's country of citizenship or national origin. If an 

action involves both plaintiffs who are legal residents of this . .. 
state and plaintiffs who are not, the court shall consider the 

factors provided by Subsection (b) and determine whether to deny 

the mot ion or to [may not] stay or dismiss the claim of any 

plaintiff who is not a [action· under Subsection (b) if the 

plaintiffs uho are] legal resident [residents] of this state [ar-e

properly joined in the action and the action arose out of a single 

occurrence. The court shall dismiss a claim under Subsection (b) if 

the court finds by a preponderance of the evidence that a party r,~as 

joined solely for the purpose of obtaining or maintaining 

jurisdiction in this state and the party's claim •,rould be more 
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H.B. No. 1692 

properly heard in a foruFR outside this state]. 

(h) For purposes of Subsection (e) [In this section]: 

(1) "Derivative claimant" means a person whose damages 

were caused by personal injury to or the wrongful death of another 

["Legal resident" FR:eanc an individual r..Jho intends the specified 

political subdivision to be hie perFRanent residence and Hho intends 

to return to the specified politieal subdivision despite teFRporary 

residence elcer..'here or despite teFRporary absences, r..Jithout regard 

to the individual's eountry of citiBenchip or national origin. The 

terFR: does not include an individual r.Jho adopts a recidenee in the 

cpeeified politieal subdivision in bad faith for purposes of 

avoiding the application of this section]. 

( 2) "Plaintiff" means a party seeking recovery of 

damages for personal injury or wrongful death. [In a eauce of 

action in r..Jhieh a party seeks reeovery of daFR:agec for personal 

injury to or the \Hongful death of another person, "plaintiff" 

ineludec both that other person and the party seeking cueh 

reeovery.] The term does not include: 

(A) a counterclaimant, cross-claimant, or 

third-party plaintiff or a person who is assigned a cause of action 

for personal injury; or 

(B) a representative, administrator, guardian, 

or next friend who is not otherwise a derivative claimant of a legal 

resident of this state [ 1 or r,;ho accepts an appointFR:ent as a 

personal representative 1n a r..Jrongful death action, in bad faith 

for purposes of affecting in any r,;ay the application of this 

section]. 
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H.B. No. 1692 

SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies only 

to an action commenced on or after the effective date of this Act. 

An action commenced before the effective date of this Act is 

governed by the law applicable to the action immediately before the 

effective date of this Act, and that law is continued in effect for 

that purpose. 

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives 

a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as 

provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If this 

Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this 

Act takes effect September 1, 2015. 
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I certify that H.B. No. 1692 was passed by the House on May 

11, 2015, by the following vote: not 

voting. 

Chief Clerk of 

I certify that H.B. No. 1692 was passed by the 

22, 2015, by the following vote: 

APPROVED: 


Date 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

~: SlJ jt- O'CLOCK 


a:;u6~15 _ 
Secretary of State 4 



I ,LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

May 14, 2015 

TO: Honorable Joan Huffman, Chair, Senate Committee on State Affairs 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB1692 by Sheets (Relating to the doctrine of forum non conveniens.), As Engrossed 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Civil Practices and Remedies Code relating to actions for wrongful 
death and personal injury occurring out of state. The bill would expand the types of claims that 
can not be stayed or dismissed to include derivative claims from a legal resident of this state. The 
bill would amend requirements that authorize a court to decline to exercise jurisdiction under the 
doctrine of forum non conveniens if it finds an action would be more properly heard in another 
state. In addition, the bill would add that, in determining whether a claim should be stayed or 
dismissed, the determination should be made with respect to each plaintiff on an individual basis 
and without regard to a plaintiffs country of citizenship or national origin. The bill would clarify 
factors a court should consider in determining whether to stay or dismiss the claim of a plaintiff 
who is not a legal resident of this 'state. Finally, the bill would amend the definition of plaintiff to 
delete the definition of legal resident as a component would be clarified to exclude a 
representative, administrator, guardian, or next friend who is not otherwise a derivative claimant 
of a legal resident of this state. 

Based on the analysis of the Office of Court Administration, duties and responsibilities associated 
with implementing the provisions of the bill could be accomplished by utilizing existing 
resources. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council 

LBB Staff: UP, AG, GDz, FR 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


Apri I 20, 2015 

TO: Honorable John T. Smithee, Chair, House Committee on Judiciary & Civil Jurisprudence 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB1692 by Sheets (Relating to the doctrine of forum non conveniens.), Committee 
Report 1st House, Substituted 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Civil Practices and Remedies Code relating to actions for wrongful 
death and personal injury occurring out of state. The bill would amend requirements that authorize 
a court to decline to exercise jurisdiction under the doctrine of forum non conveniens if it finds an 
action would be more properly heard in another state. In addition, the bill would add that, in 
determining whether a claim should be stayed or dismissed, the determination should be made 
with respect to each plaintiff on an individual basis and without regard to a plaintiffs country of 
citizenship or national origin. The bill would clarify factors a court should consider in 
determining whether to stay or dismiss the claim of a plaintiff who is not a legal resident of this 
state. Finally, the bill would amend the definition ofplaintiff to delete the definition of legal 
resident as a component would be clarified to exclude a representative, administrator, guardian, or 
next friend. 

Based on the analysis of the Office of Court Administration, duties and responsibilities associated 
with implementing the provisions of the bill could be accomplished by utilizing existing 
resources. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council 

LBB Staff: UP, FR, GDz 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


Apri I 3, 2015 

TO: Honorable John T. Smithee, Chair, House Committee on Judiciary & Civil Jurisprudence 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB1692 by Sheets (Relating to the doctrine of forum non conveniens.), As Introduced 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Civil Practices and Remedies Code to delete language providing that a 
court may not stay or dismiss a proceeding if the plaintiff is a legal resident of Texas, unless the 
court finds that a party was joined as a plaintiff solely for obtaining jurisdiction in Texas. The bill 
would provide that a plaintiffs choice of a forum in Texas would be given substantial deference if 
the plaintiff was a legal resident of Texas and the litigation had a significant connection to Texas. 

Based on the analysis of the Office of Court Administration, duties and responsibilities associated 
with implementing the provisions of the bill could be accomplished by utilizing existing 
resources. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council 

LBB Staff: UP, FR, MW, GDz 
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