
Chapter 751 

H.B. No. 1887 

AN ACT 

relating to the establishment of a regional center for public 

safety excellence in the Rio Grande Valley. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Subchapter F, Chapter 130, Education Code, is 

amended by adding Sect ion 130.093 to read as follows: 

Sec. 130.093. REGIONAL CENTER FOR PUBLIC SAFETY EXCELLENCE. 

(a) In this sect ion: 

( 1) "Commission" means the Texas Commission on Law 

Enforcement ("TCOLE"). 

(2) "Regional center" means the regional center for 

public safety excellence established under this section. 

(b) The regional center for public safety excellence is 

established to develop and provide education and training for law 
. €) 

enforcement personnel in the Rio Grande Valley, including: 

( 1) education and training leading toward an 

associate of applied science degree or certificate or another 

•
public safety or law enforcement-related associate degree or 

certificate; 

(2) TCOLE officer certification; and 

(3) a continuing education certification. 

(c) South Texas College shall administer the regional 

center in partnership with political subdivisions and 

participating school districts in the Rio Grande Valley. The 
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H.B. No. 1887 

headquarters of the regional center are located at South Texas 

College in Pharr, Texas. The regional center may use property and 

facilities at other locations in Hidalgo and Starr Counties. 

(d) In developing its training programs and courses, the 

regional center shall ensure that the program or course curriculum 

satisfies any requirements imposed by the commission under 

Subchapter F, Chapter 1701, Occupations Code, for the regional 

center to operate as a commission-approved training provider under 

that chapter. 

(e) The regional center may solicit and accept gifts and 

grants from any public or private source for purposes of this 

section. The legislature may appropriate money for purposes of 

this section. 

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives 

a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as 

provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If this 

Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this 

Act takes effect September 1, 2015. 
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of the House 

I certify that H. B. No. 1887 was passed by the House on April 

29, 2015, by the following vote: Yeas 141, Nays 3, 1 present, not 

voting; and that the House concurred in Senate amendments to H.B. 

No. 1887 on May 28, 2015, by the following vote: Yeas 136, Nays 8, 

2 present, not voting. 

1887 was passed by the Senate, with I certify that H.B. No. 


amendments, on May 26, 2015, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays 


0. 

APPROVED: 

Secretary o 

Date 

3 ---
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 


SECRETARY OF STATE 

1-/:09 LJ-,__ O'CLOCK 


I 

Secretary of State 



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

May 27, 2015 

TO: Honorable Joe Straus, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB1887 by Munoz, Jr. (Relating to the establishment of a regional center for public 
safety excellence in the Rio Grande Valley.), As Passed 2nd House 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would establish a regional center for public safety excellence in the Rio Grande Valley. 
The bill would require South Texas College to administer the regional center in partnership with 
political subdivisions and participating school districts in the Rio Grande Valley and provides that 
the headquarters of the regional center would be located at South Texas College. 

The bill would require the program or course curriculum at the regional center to satisfy 
requirements imposed by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement for the regional center to 
operate as a commission-approved training provider. The bill would allow the regional center to 
solicit and accept gifts and grants from any public or private source and would allow the 
legislature to appropriate funds for the regional center. 

It is assumed that there would be a cost to General Revenue from an estimated increase in formula 
funding for South Texas College due to additional students enrolled in the regional center 
generating additional contact hours and success points for formula funding. This cost would not 
be seen until fiscal year 20 18, as formula funding is provided to institutions based on student data 
prior to the biennium to be funded. However, based on information provided by South Texas 
College, this analysis assumes the increase in formula funding for the additional students 
enrolling in classes at the regional center would not be significant. 

Local Govet·nmcnt Impact 

Based on information provided by South Texas College, the institution would require 
additional funding to implement the provisions of the bill, including funding for construction 
of new infrastructure and facilities, specialized equipment, additional faculty and personnel, and 
additional supplies and materials. According to South Texas College, the institution assumes any 
costs associated with implementing the provisions of the bill would be paid out of institutional 
bond proceeds, tuition and fees, and local property tax revenue. 

Source Agencies: 	 407 Commission on Law Enforcement, 781 Higher Education 
Coordinating Board 

LBB Staff: UP, SD, EMu, DEH, ED, JAW, ESi 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


May 21, 2015 

TO: Honorable Kel Seliger, Chair, Senate Committee on Higher Education 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB1887 by Mufioz, Jr. (Relating to the establishment of a regional center for public 
safety excellence in the Rio Grande Valley.), Committee Report 2nd House, Substituted 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would establish a regional center for public safety excellence in the Rio Grande Valley. 
The bill would require South Texas College to administer the regional center in partnership with 
political subdivisions and participating school districts in the Rio Grande Valley and provides that 
the headquarters of the regional center would be located at South Texas College. 

The bill would require the program or course curriculum at the regional center to satisfy 
requirements imposed by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement for the regional center to 
operate as a commission-approved training provider. The bill would allow the regional center to 
solicit and accept gifts and grants from any public or private source and would allow the 
legislature to appropriate funds for the regional center. 

It is assumed that there would be a cost to General Revenue from an estimated increase in formula 
funding for South Texas College due to additional students enrolled in the regional center 
generating additional contact hours and success points for formula funding. This cost would not 
be seen until fiscal year 2018, as formula funding is provided to institutions based on student data 
prior to the biennium to be funded. However, based on information provided by South Texas 
College, this analysis assumes the increase in formula funding for the additional students 
enrolling in classes at the regional center would not be significant. 

Local Government Impact 

Based on information provided by South Texas College, the institution would require 
additional funding to implement the provisions of the bill, including funding for construction 
of new infrastructure and facilities, specialized equipment, additional faculty and personnel, and 
additional supplies and materials. According to South Texas College, the institution assumes any 
costs associated with implementing the provisions of the bill would be paid out of institutional 
bond proceeds, tuition and fees, and local property tax revenue. 

Source Agencies: 	 407 Commission on Law Enforcement, 781 Higher Education 
Coordinating Board 

LBB Staff: UP, EMu, DEH, ED, JAW, ESi 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

May 8, 2015 

TO: Honorable Kel Seliger, Chair, Senate Committee on Higher Education 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB1887 by Munoz, Jr. (Relating to the establishment of a regional center for public 
safety excellence in the Rio Grande Valley.), As Engrossed 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would establish a regional center for public safety excellence in the Rio Grande Valley. 
The bill would require South Texas College to administer the regional center in partnership with 
political subdivisions and participating school districts in the Rio Grande Valley and provides that 
the headquarters of the regional center would be located at South Texas College. 

The bill would require the program or course curriculum at the regional center to satisfy 
requirements imposed by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement for the regional center to 
operate as a commission-approved training provider. The bill would allow the regional center to 
solicit and accept gifts and grants from any public or private source and would allow the 
legislature to appropriate funds for the regional center. 

It is assumed that there would be a cost to General Revenue from an estimated increase in formula 
funding for South Texas College due to additional students enrolled in the regional center 
generating additional contact hours and success points for formula funding. This cost would not 
be seen until fiscal year 2018, as formula funding is provided to institutions based on student data 
prior to the biennium to be funded. However, based on information provided by South Texas 
College, this analysis assumes the increase in formula funding for the additional students 
enrolling in classes at the regional center would not be significant. 

Local Government Impact 

Based on information provided by South Texas College, the institution would require 
additional funding to implement the provisions of the bill, including funding for construction 
of new infrastructure and facilities, specialized equipment, additional faculty and personnel, and 
additional supplies and materials. According to South Texas College, the institution assumes any 
costs associated with implementing the provisions of the bill would be paid out of institutional 
bond proceeds, tuition and fees, and local property tax revenue. 

Source Agencies: 	 407 Commission on Law Enforcement, 781 Higher Education 
Coordinating Board 

LBB Staff: UP, EMu, DEH, ED, JAW, ESi 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


Apri I 6, 2015 

TO: Honorable Larry Phillips, Chair, House Committee on Homeland Security & Public Safety 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: 881887 by Mufioz, Jr. (Relating to the establishment of a regional center for public 
safety excellence in the Rio Grande Valley.), As Introduced 

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for H B 1887, As 
Introduced: an impact of $0 through the biennium ending August 31, 2017. 

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of 
funds to implement the provisions of the bill. 

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact: 

Fiscal Year 
Probable Net Positive/(Negntive) lmpnct 

to Gcnernl Revenue Related Funds 

2016 $0 

2017 $0 
201g $0 

2019 $0 

2020 $0 

All Funds, Five-Year Impact: 

Prohnblc Savings/(Cost) from 
Fiscal Year Liw• Qfficer Stds & Ed Ac 

116 

2016 ($71,762) 

2017 ($71,762) 

2018 ($71,762) 

2019 ($71,762) 

2020 ($71,762) 

Fiscal Analysis 

The bill would establish a regional center for public safety excellence in the Rio Grande Valley. 
The bill would require South Texas College to administer the regional center in partnership with 
political subdivisions and participating school districts in the Rio Grande Valley and provides that 
the headquarters of the regional center would be located at South Texas College. 
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The bill would require the program or course curriculum at the regional center to satisfy 
requirements imposed by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) for the regional 
center to operate as a commission-approved training provider. The bill would allow TCOLE to 
authorize reimbursement for a political subdivision or state agency for expenses incurred by 
personnel of the entity while attending a training program offered by the regional center. The bill 
would allow the regional center to solicit and accept gifts and grants from any public or private 
source and would allow the legislature to appropriate funds for the regional center. 

Methodology 

Based on information provided by TCOLE, it is assumed the agency would require one Program 
Specialist II position to implement the requirement of the bill pertaining to reimbursement of 
training costs incurred by an entity at the regional center. These costs are assumed to be the 
following: Program Specialist II ($48,000); other operating expenses ($2,500); equipment 
($5,000); and benefits ($16,262). These costs are assumed to come out ofthe General Revenue
Dedicated Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education Fund No. 116. 

It is assumed that there would be a cost to General Revenue from an estimated increase in formula 
funding for South Texas College due to additional students enrolled in the regional center 
generating additional contact hours and success points for formula funding. This cost would not 
be seen until fiscal year 2018, as formula funding is provided to institutions based on student data 
prior to the biennium to be funded. As such, formula funding in fiscal years 2016 and 201 7 will be 
based on the contact hours and success points of students that are enrolled during fiscal year 
2015. However, based on information provided by South Texas College, this analysis assumes the 
increase in formula funding for the additional students enrolling in classes at the regional center 
would not be significant. 

Local Goventment Impact 

Based on information provided by South Texas College, the institution would require 
additional funding to implement the provisions of the bill, including funding for construction 
of new infrastructure and facilities, specialized equipment, additional faculty and personnel, and 
additional supplies and materials. According to South Texas College, the institution assumes any 
costs associated with implementing the provisions of the bill would be paid out of institutional 
bond proceeds, tuition and fees, and local property tax revenue. 

Source Agencies: 407 Commission on Law Enforcement, 781 Higher Education 

Coordinating Board 


LBB Staff: UP, ESi, DEH, ED, JAW 
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