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H.B. No. 184 

AN ACT 


relating to the allocation of costs and attorney's fees incurred by 


a Court of Inquiry. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Article 52.04, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 

amended by amending Subsection (c) and adding Subsection (d) to 

read as follows: 

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), the [~] county 

in which the affidavit under Article 52.01 was filed shall be 

responsible for any attorney's fees awarded under Subsection (b). 

(d) If the subject of the Court of Inquiry was an officer or 

employee of the state at the time of the alleged offense, the state 

shall be responsible for any attorney's fees awarded under 

Subsection (b). 

SECTION 2. Article 52.09, Code of Cr irninal Procedure, is 

amended by amending Subsections (a) and (b) and adding Subsection 

(a-1) to read as follows: 

(a) Except as provided by Subsect ion ( a-1) , all [A±-±] costs 

incurred in conducting a Court of Inquiry, including compensation 

of an attorney pro tern, shall be borne by_:_ 

(1) the county in which the [ea±4] Court of Inquiry is 

conducted, if the subject of the inquiry was not an officer or 

employee of the state at the time of the alleged offense; or 

(2) the state, if the subject of the inquiry was an 
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H.B. No. 184 

officer or employee of the state at the time of the alleged offense. 

(a-1) If [, provided, houever 1 that vi'here] the Attorney 

General of Texas [has] submitted a request in writing to the judge 

for the holding of the [~] Court of Inquiry, [then and in that 

event] the costs described by Subsection (a) shall be borne by the 

state [£tate of Tellas] and shall be taxed to the attorney general 

and paid in the same manner and from the same funds as other court 

costs. 

(b) Assistance by a county or district attorney to a Court 

of Inquiry is a duty of the attorney's office, and the attorney may 

not receive a fee for the service. The state or the [A] county 

responsible for costs incurred under Subsection (a), as applicable, 

is not liable for attorney's fees claimed for assistance in a Court 

of Inquiry by any attorney other than an attorney pro tern appointed 

under Article 52.01(d) [of this code]. 

SECTION 3. The change in law made by this Act applies only 

to a Court of Inquiry commenced on or after the effective date of 

this Act. A Court of Inquiry commenced before the effective date of 

this Act is governed by the law in effect on the date the Court of 

Inquiry was commenced, and the former law is continued in effect for 

that purpose. 

SECTION 4. This Act takes effect September 1, 2015. 
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the Senate 

H.B. No. 184 

I certify that H.B. No. 184 was passed by the House on May 4, 

2015, by the following vote: 
i 

voting. 

Chief Clerk of 

I certify that H.B. No. 184 was passed by the Senate on May 

21, 2015, by the following vote: 

APPROVED: 


Date 

Governor 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE 


G~oc:_ 


Secretary of State 
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PROCLAMATION 

BY THE 

~ntttrnnr nf fqt ~faft nf~txas 
41-3422 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME: 

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor 
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 184 as passed by the Eighty
Fourth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections: 

Courts of inquiry are criminal proceedings initiated by a local district judge. 
Current law appropriately requires the costs of these proceedings to be borne by 
the county where they take place, just as the costs of other criminal proceedings 
are largely borne by counties. Because the decision to conduct a court of inquiry 
rests with a local district judge, it makes sense for the costs of the proceeding to 
be borne at the local level. House Bill 184 would inappropriately shift these costs 
to the State in certain cases. 

Since the Eighty-Fourth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has 
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the Secretary 
of State and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the 
aforementioned constitutional provision. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I 

have signed my name officially 
and caused the Seal of the State to 
be affixed hereto at Austin, this 
19th day ofJune, 2015. 

ATTESTED BY: 


CARLOS CASCOS 
Secretary of State 

FILED IN TBF. .QFFlCE Of- i1~E 
SECRETARf OF STA~i'E 

'2-fi'Y\ O'CLOCK 

JUN 2 0 2015 



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


May 11, 2015 

TO: Honorable Joan Huffman, Chair, Senate Committee on State Affairs 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB184 by Dale (Relating to the allocation of costs and attorney's fees incurred by a Court 
of Inquiry.), As Engrossed 

Depending upon the number of Courts of Inquiry conducted by counties, there could be an 
indeterminate but likely insignificant negative fiscal impact to the state. 

The bill would amend the Code of Criminal Procedure to shift responsibilities from the county to 
the state for attorney's fees associated with a Court of Inquiry where the subject is a person that 
committed an alleged offense as an officer of or employed by the state. 

According to the Office of Court Administration, courts of inquiry are rare proceedings with 
varying costs from case to case. Information on how many of these cases the State would be 
required to pay is unknown, therefore the cost for this bill cannot be determined. 

The bill would take effective September 1, 2015 and would only apply to a Court of Inquiry 
commenced on or after the bill's effective date. 

Local Government Impact 

Despite their rarity, given that the bill would bill would shift costs for Courts oflnquiry to the 
State, there could be an indeterminate positive fiscal impact to counties. 

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 
Comptroller of Public Accounts 

LBB Staff: UP, AG, MW, GDz, KVe 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

March 10, 2015 

TO: Honorable Byron Cook, Chair, House Committee on State Affairs 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB184 by Dale (Relating to the allocation of costs and attorney's fees incurred by a Court 
oflnquiry.), As Introduced 

Depending upon the number of Courts of Inquiry conducted by counties, there could be an 
indeterminate but likely insignificant negative fiscal impact to the state. 

The bill would amend the Code of Criminal Procedure to shift responsibilities from the county to 
the state for attorney's fees associated with a Court oflnquiry where the subject is a person that 
committed an alleged offense while being employed by the state. 

According to the Office of Court Administration, courts of inquiry are rare proceedings with 
varying costs from case to case. Information on how many of these cases the State would be 
required to pay is unknown, therefore the cost for this bill cannot be determined. 

The bill would take effective September 1, 2015 and would only apply to a Court of Inquiry 
commenced on or after the bill's effective date. 

Local Government Impact 

Despite their rarity, given that the bill would bill would shift costs for Courts of Inquiry to the 
State, there could be an indeterminate positive fiscal impact to counties. 

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 
Comptroller of Public Accounts 

LBB Staff: UP, AG, MW, GDz, KVe 
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