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S.B. No. 1655 

AN ACT 

relating to Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board fees for the 

administration of certificates of authorization and certificates 

of authority issued to certain postsecondary educational 

institutions; authorizing fees. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Section 61.303, Education Code, is amended by 

adding Subsections (g) and (h) to read as follows: 

(g) The board by rule may establish a f€e to be charged by 

the board to cover all or a portion of the board's costs associated 

with: 

(1) issuing, maintaining, or revising a certificate of 

authorization or certificate of authority; and 

(2) maintaining a repository for student transcripts 

from closed institutions that were authorized to operate under a 

certificate of authorization or certificate of authority. 

(h) The amount of a fee established under Subsection (g) may 

not exceed the following: 

(1) $1,500 for an initial approval; 

(2) $750 for an annual review; 

( 3 ) $250 for an institution name change; 

( 4) $250 for a degree, program, or credential-level 

change; 

( 5) $250 for a new degree, program, or credential 
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S.B. No. 1655 

level; 

(6) $500 for an accrediting agency change; or 

(7) $500 for an ownership or governance change. 

SECTION 2. Section 61.315, Education Code, is amended to 

read as follows: 

Sec. 61.315. AGENTS AND RECORDS; TRANSCRIPT REPOSITORY AND 

RELATED FEES. J..& The authorized or certified institutions may be 

required to furnish a list of their agents to the board, and to 

maintain records of students enrolled, credits awarded, and degrees 

awarded in a manner specified by the board. 

(b) The board shall maintain a repository for student 

transcripts from closed institutions that were authorized to 

operate under a certificate of authorization or certificate of 

authority using fees received by the board from institutions 

operating under those certificates as part of the institutions' 

initial and ongoing authorization to operate. If those fees are not 

sufficient to cover the cost of maintaining the repository, the 

board may discontinue its maintenance of the repository, unless 

adequate state funding is provided for that maintenance. The board 

may charge a fee to students requesting transcript copies 

maintained in the repository, not to exceed the cost of retrieving, 

reproducing, and sending the transcript copies. A closed or 

closing institution shall provide its student transcript records to 

the board in the format specified by the board for inclusion in the 

repository. 

SECTION 3. Subchapter H, Chapter 61, Education Code, is 

amended by adding Section 61.4031 to read as follows: 
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Sec. 61.4031. CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORIZATION OR AUTHORITY 

FEE. (a) The board by rule may establish a fee to be charged by the 

board to cover all or a portion of the board's costs associated 

with: 

(1) issuing, maintaining, or revising a certificate of 

authorization or certificate of authority issued under a rule 

adopted under this subchapter; and 

(2) maintaining a repository for student transcripts 

from closed institutions that were authorized to operate under a 

certificate of authorization or certificate of authority issued 

under a rule adopted under this subchapter. 

(b) The amount of a fee established under this section may 

not exceed the following: 

(1) $1,500 for an initial approval; 

(2) $750 for an annual review; 

( 3) $250 for an institution name change; 

(4) $250 for a degree, program, or credential-level 

change; 

( 5) $250 for a new degree, program, or credential 

level; 

(6) $500 for an accrediting agency change; or 

(7) $500 for an ownership or governance change. 

SECTION 4. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives 

a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as 

provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If this 

Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this 

Act takes effect September 1, 2015. 
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Approved: 

Date 

S.B. No. 1655 

passed the Senate on 

April 28, 2015, by the following vote: Yeas 29, Nays 2 ·-----

I hereby certify that S. B. No. 1655 passed the House on 

May 22, 2015, by the following vote: Yeas 129, Nays 11, two 

Governor 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

2 :00 /"'_,. O'CLOCKaJUN 20 AJ15 . ull c ---

.· ... Se«?retary of State 
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ATTESTED BY: 


CARLOS CASCOS 
Secretary of State 

PROCLAMATION 

BY THE 

(inutrnnr nf fqt ~taft nf ~txas 

41-3454 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME: 

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor 
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 1655 as passed by the Eighty
Fourth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections: 

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board already has the legal authority 
to perform the services described in Senate Bill 1655. The primary purpose of the 
bill is to raise more revenue for the Board by creating new fees that will 
ultimately be paid for by students through increased tuition. These fees would be 
unnecessary burdens on institutions of higher education and their students. The 
Board should operate within its existing resources. 

Since the Eighty-Fourth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has 
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the Secretary 
of State and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the 
aforementioned constitutional provision. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I 
have signed my name officially 
and caused the Seal of the State to 
be affixed hereto at Austin, this 
19th day of June, 2015. 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

"2- f YV) O'CLOCK 

JUN 2 0 2015 



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


May 8, 2015 

TO: Honorable John Zerwas, Chair, House Committee on Higher Education 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: SB1655 by West (Relating to Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board fees for the 
administration of certificates of authorization and certificates of authority issued to 
certain postsecondary educational institutions; authorizing fees.), As Engrossed 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill relates to Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board fees for the administration of 
certificates of authorization and certificates of authority issued to certain postsecondary 
educational institutions. This analysis assumes that any costs to the Higher Education 
Coordinating Board to implement provisions of the bill will be supported by the revenue 
generated from the fees authorized by the bill. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 	 710 Texas A&M University System Administrative and General Offices, 
720 The University of Texas System Administration, 758 Texas State 
University System, 768 Texas Tech University System Administration, 
769 University of North Texas System Administration, 781 Higher 
Education Coordinating Board, 783 University of Houston System 
Administration 

LBB Staff: UP, EMu, DEH, GO 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


April 21, 2015 

TO: Honorable Kel Seliger, Chair, Senate Committee on Higher Education 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: SB1655 by West (Relating to Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board fees for the 
administration of certificates of authorization and certificates of authority issued to 
certain postsecondary educational institutions; authorizing fees.), As Introduced 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill relates to Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board fees for the administration of 
certificates of authorization and certificates of authority issued to certain postsecondary 
educational institutions. This analysis assumes that any costs to the Higher Education 
Coordinating Board to implement provisions of the bill will be supported by the revenue 
generated from the fees authorized by the bill. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 	 710 Texas A&M University System Administrative and General Offices, 
720 The University of Texas System Administration, 758 Texas State 
University System, 768 Texas Tech University System Administration, 
769 University of North Texas System Administration, 781 Higher 
Education Coordinating Board, 783 University of Houston System 
Administration 

LBB Staff: UP, EMu, DEH, GO 
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