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H.B. No: 3951 
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AN ACT 

relating to the eligibility of persons to participate in an ad 

valorem tax sale of real property; creating a criminal offense. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Subchapter A, Chapter 34, Tax Code, is amended by 

adding Section 34.011 to read as follows: 

Sec. 34.011. BIDDER REGISTRATION. (a) This section 

applies only to a sale of real property under this chapter conducted 

in a county in which the commissioners court by order has adopted 

the provisions of this section. 

(b) A commissioners court may require that, to be eligible 
<> 

to bid at a sale of real property under this chapter, a person must 

be registered as a bidder with the county assessor-collector before 

the sale begins. The county assessor-collector may adopt rules 

governing the reg.istration of bid,ders under this section. The 

county assessor-collector may require a person registering as a 

bidder: 

(1) to designate the person's name and address; 

(2) to provide valid proof of identification; 

(3) to provide written proof of authority to bid on 

behalf of another per son, if applicable; 

(4) to provide any additional information reasonably 

required by the county assessor-collector; and 

(5) to at least annually execute a statement on a form 
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H.B. No. 3951 

provided by the county assessor-collector certifying that there are 

no delinquent ad valorem taxes owed by the person registering as a 

bidder to the county or to any taxing unit having territory in the 

county. 

(c) The county assessor-collector shall issue a writ ten 

registration statement to a person who has registered as a bidder 

under this section. A person is not eligible to bid at a sale of real 

property under this chapter unless the county assessor-collector 

has issued a written registration statement to the person before 

the sale begins. 

SECTION 2. Section 34.015(p), Tax Code, is amended to read 

as follows: 

(p) This section applies only to a sale of real property 

under Sect ion 34.01 that is conducted in: 

(1) a county with a population of 250,000 or more in 

which the commissioners court has not by order adopted the 

provisions of Section 34.011; or 

(2) a county with a population of less than 250,000 in 

which the commissioners court by order has adopted the provisions 

of this sect ion. 

SECTION 3. Sections 34.0445(a) and (c), Civil Practice and 

Remedies Code, are amended to read as follows: 

(a) An officer conducting a sale of real property under this 

subchapter may not execute or deliver a deed to the purchaser of the 

property unless the purchaser exhibits to the officer: 

J.ll an unexpired writ ten statement issued to the 

person in the manner prescribed by Section 34.015, Tax Code, 
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showing that the county assessor-collector of the county in which 

the sale is conducted has determined that: 

(A) [+±+] there are no delinquent ad valorem 

taxes owed by the person to that county; and 

ill [+#] for each school district or 

municipality having territory in the county there are no known or 

reported delinquent ad valorem taxes owed by the person to that 

school district or municipality; or 

(2) the written registration statement issued to the 

per son in the manner prescribed by Sect ion 34.011 1 Tax Code 1 

showing that the person is a registered bidder at the sale at which 

the property is sold. 

(c) The deed executed by the officer conducting the sale 

must name the successful bidder as the grantee and recite that the 

successful bidder exhibited to that officer: 

ill an unexpired writ ten statement issued to the 

person in the manner prescribed by Section 34.015 1 Tax Code 1 

showing that the county assessor-collector of the county in which 

the sale was conducted determined that: 

(A) [+±+] there are no delinquent ad valorem 

taxes owed by the per son to that county; and 

ill [-{.#] for each school district or 

municipality having territory in the county there are no known or 

reported delinquent ad valorem taxes owed by the person to that 

school district or municipality; or 

(2) the written registration statement issued to the 

per son in the manner prescribed by Sect ion 34.0111 Tax Code 1 
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showing that the person is a registered bidder at the sale at which 

the property is sold. 

SECTION 4. The changes in law made by this Act apply only to 

the sale of real property under Subchapter C, Chapter 34, Civil 

Practice and Remedies Code, or Chapter 34, Tax Code, on or after the 

effective date of this Act. 

SECTION 5. This Act takes effect January 1, 2016. 
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the Senate Speaker of the House 

I certify that H.B. No. 3951 was passed by the House on May 

15, 2015, by the following vote: Yeas 137, Nays 2, 2 present, not 

voting. 

I certify that H.B. No. 3951 was passed by the Senate on May 

27, 2015, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays 0. 

Secretar 

APPROVED: 

Date 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

~ :30 f',.,..._. O'CLOCK 


O:~Uo~ 
Secretary of State 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


May 20, 2015 

TO: Honorable Eddie Lucio Jr., Chair, Senate Committee on Intergovernmental Relations 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB3951 by Huberty (Relating to the eligibility of persons to participate in an ad valorem 
tax sale of real property; creating a criminal offense.), As Engrossed 

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Tax Code and the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to permit certain 
county assessor-collectors to require an individual to register as a bidder before a sale begins in 
order to be eligible to bid at a sale of real property. Under the provisions of the bill, a county 
assessor-collector would be required to issue a written registration statement to an individual who 
registers as a bidder. The bill puts forth requirements of an officer conducting a sale of real 
property. 

The bill would modify an offense under Section 34.0445, Civil Practice and Remedies Code to 
include the written registration statement issued to an individual as put forth by provisions of the 
bill. An offense under the section is a Class B misdemeanor. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts 

LBB Staff: UP, KVe, EK, KK, SO, ESi 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


May 8, 2015 

TO: Honorable Dennis Bonnen, Chair, House Committee on Ways & Means 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB3951 by Huberty (relating to the eligibility of persons to participate in an ad valorem 
tax sale of real property; creating a criminal offense.), Committee Report 1st House, 
Substituted 

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Tax Code and the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to permit certain 
county assessor-collectors to require an individual to register as a bidder before a sale begins in 
order to be eligible to bid at a sale of real property. Under the provisions ofthe bill, a county 
assessor-collector would be required to issue a written registration statement to an individual who 
registers as a bidder. The bill puts forth requirements of an officer conducting a sale of real 
property. 

The bill would modify an offense under Section 34.0445, Civil Practice and Remedies Code to 
include the written registration statement issued to an individual as put forth by provisions of the 
bill. An offense under the section is a Class B misdemeanor. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts 

LBB Staff: UP, EK, KK, SD, ESi 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


April 20, 2015 

TO: Honorable Dennis Bonnen, Chair, House Committee on Ways & Means 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB3951 by Huberty (Relating to the eligibility of persons to participate in an ad valorem 
tax sale of real property; creating a criminal offense; authorizing a fee.), As Introduced 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Tax Code and the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to permit certain 
county assessor-collectors to require an individual to register as a bidder before a sale begins in 
order to be eligible to bid at a sale of real property. Under the provisions of the bill, a county 
assessor-collector would be required to issue a written registration statement to an individual who 
registers as a bidder. The bill would permit a county assessor-collector to charge up to $10 to 
cover the costs associated with the registering of an individual as a bidder. The bill puts forth 
requirements of an officer conducting a sale of real property. 

The bill creates a Class A misdemeanor for an individual who knowingly violates the provisions 
of the bill. The offense would be a state jail felony if the individual has been previously convicted 
of similar offenses. The bill provides a defense to prosecution. 

The bill would repeal Chapter 34.0445, Civil Practice and Remedies Code and Section 34.015, Tax 
Code are repealed. 

This analysis assumes the provisions of the bill would not result in a significant impact on state 
correctional agencies. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

A Class A misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $4,000, confinement in jail for a 
term not to exceed one year, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution and 
confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed 
and collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication. 

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts 

LBB Staff: UP, KK, SD, EK, ESi 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT 


84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


May 8, 2015 


TO: Honorable Dennis Bonnen, Chair, House Committee on Ways & Means 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB3951 by Huberty (relating to the eligibility of persons to participate in an ad valorem 

tax sale of real property; creating a criminal offense.), Committee Report 1st House, 

Substituted 


No significant impact on the programs and workload of state corrections agencies or on the 
demand for resources and services of those agencies is anticipated from any provisions of this bill 
that authorize or require a change in the sanctions applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes. 

Source Agencies: 

LBB Staff: UP, LM, ESi 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT 


84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


April 21, 2015 


TO: Honorable Dennis Bonnen, Chair, House Committee on Ways & Means 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB3951 by Huberty (Relating to the eligibility of persons to participate in an ad valorem 
tax sale of real property; creating a criminal offense; authorizing a fee.), As Introduced 

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill 
would amend various codes as they relate to persons eligible to purchase real property. Under the 
provisions of the bill, persons who violate certain regulations related to the purchase of real 
property, would be subject to prosecution for a Class A misdemeanor or a state jail felony, 
depending on the circumstances of the offense. Currently, a violation of similar regulations is 
punished as a Class B misdemeanor. 

A Class B misdemeanor is punishable by confinement in county jail for a term not to exceed 180 
days and/or a fine not to exceed $2,000. A Class A misdemeanor is punishable by confinement in 
jail for a term not to exceed one year and an optional fine to exceed $4,000. A state jail felony is 
punishable by confinement in a state jail for 180 days to two years and an optional fine not to 
exceed $10,000. 

Enhancing the punishment for the offenses applicable to the bill is expected to result in greater 
demands on the correctional resources of the State due to additional persons eligible for 
placement under felony community supervision and admission into state correctional facilities. In 
fiscal year 2014, fewer than 10 people were arrested and fewer than 10 were placed on 
misdemeanor community supervision for the offenses similar to those included in the bill. 
Therefore, this analysis assumes the bill's provisions would not result in a significant impact on 
state correctional populations, programs, or workloads. 

Source Agencies: 

LBB Staff: UP, LM, ESi 
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