
Chapter 633 

S.B. No. 1463 

AN ACT 

relating to improving the delivery of health care services to 

veterans in this state. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Subchapter F, Chapter 401, Government Code, is 

amended by adding Sect ion 401. 103 to read as follows: 

Sec. 401.103. VETERANS HEALTH ISSUES. (a) The governor or 

the governor's designee may negotiate with the United States 

Department of Veterans Affairs and any other appropriate federal 

agency on matters relating to improving the delivery of health care 

services to veterans in this state, including: 

( 1) establishing a veterans hospital in the Rio Grande 

Valley region of the state; and 

( 2) ensuring the prompt payment of claims submitted by 

community health care providers to the United States Department of 

Veterans Affairs for health care services provided to veterans by 

those providers. 

(b) The governor, in consultation with the board of regents 

of The University of Texas System, may identify shared resources 

and collaborative opportunities that may be used by the School of 

Medicine at The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley and the United 

States Department of Veterans Affairs to provide quality health 

care services to residents of the Rio Grande Valley. 

(c) The governor may request the assistance of the 
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Department of State Health Services, the Health and Human Services 

Commission, the Texas Veterans Commission, or any other state 

agency, department, or office in performing an action under this 

section. The agency, department, or office shall provide the 

requested assistance. 

SECTION 2. Section 434.019(a), Government Code, is amended 

to read as follows: 

(a) The Texas Veterans Commission and the Department of 

State Health Services, in collaboration with the office of the 

governor, shall work with the United States Department of Veterans 

Affairs and any other appropriate federal agency to propose that 

the federal government establish a veterans hospital in the Rio 

Grande Valley region of the state. 

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives 

a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as 

provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If this 

Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this 

Act takes effect Sept ember 1, 2015. 
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S.B. No. 1463 

S. B. No the Senate on 

May 15, 2015, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays 0 ·------ 

I hereby certify that S.B. No. 1463 passed the House on 

May 22, 2015, by the following vote: Yeas 139, Nays 1, two 

pres eri t riot· v6t ing. -------..;.._-:::.:::;;;iiiiii-llliiii~----===::1r------

(, - I ~ - ').tP I ~ 
Date 

Approved: 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

tt':s-o'pm. O;CLOCK

Qju6tpt5 _ 

Secretary of State 



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 


Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


May 19, 2015 

TO: Honorable Susan Lewis King, Chair, House Committee on Defense & Veterans' Affairs 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: SB1463 by Lucio (Relating to improving the delivery of health care services to veterans 
in this state.), As Engrossed 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend Government Code to require the Office of the Governor to negotiate with 
certain federal agencies to improve health care services for veterans, including the establishment 
of a veteran's hospital in the Rio Grande Valley region and the prompt payment of claims 
submitted by community health care providers. The bill would require the Office of the Governor 
and The University of Texas System to identify shared resources of certain entities that would be 
used to provide quality health care in the Rio Grande Valley. The bill would require certain 
agencies to assist in the implementation of the bill. The bill would take effect immediately upon 
receiving two-thirds majority vote in each house. Otherwise, the bill would take effect September 
1, 2015. 

The Office of'the Governor, the Texas Veterans Commission, the Department of State Health 
Services, and the Health and Human Services Commission indicated that the duties and 
responsibilities associated with implementing the provisions of the bill could be accomplished 
within each agency's existing resources. 

The University of Texas System indicated the bill could have significant fiscal impact, but could 
not determine the potential costs because the new medical school is in the process of being 
established. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 

LBB Staff: UP, FR, LBe 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 


FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 


April 30, 2015 


TO: Honorable Donna Campbell, Chair, Senate Committee on Veteran Affairs & Military 
Installations 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: SB1463 by Lucio (Relating to improving the delivery of health care services to veterans 
in this state.), Committee Report 1st House, Substituted 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend Government Code to require the Office of the Governor to negotiate with 
certain federal agencies to improve health care services for veterans, including the establishment 
of a veteran's hospital in the Rio Grande Valley region and the prompt payment of claims 
submitted by community health care providers. The bill would require the Office of the Governor 
and The University of Texas System to identify shared resources of certain entities that would be 
used to provide quality health care in the Rio Grande Valley. The bill would require certain 
agencies to assist in the implementation of the bill. The bill would take effect immediately upon 
receiving two-thirds majority vote in each house. Otherwise, the bill would take effect September 
1, 2015. 

The Office of the Governor, the Texas Veterans Commission, the Department of State Health 
Services, and the Health and Human Services Commission indicated that the duties and 
responsibilities associated with implementing the provisions of the bill could be accomplished 
within each agency's existing resources. 

The University of Texas System indicated the bill could have significant fiscal impact, but could 
not determine the potential costs because the new medical school is in the process of being 
established. 

Local·Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 

LBB Staff: UP, FR, LBe 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

April14, 2015 

TO: Honorable Donna Campbell, Chair, Senate Committee on Veteran Affairs & Military 
Installations 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: SB1463 by Lucio (Relating to improving the delivery of health care services to veterans 
in this state.), As Introduced 

• 
No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 


The bill would amend Government Code to require the Office of the Governor to negotiate with 
certain federal agencies to improve health care services for veterans, including the establishment 
of a veteran's hospital in the Rio Grande Valley region and the prompt payment of claims 
submitted by community health care providers. The bill would require the Office of the Governor 
and The University of Texas System to identify shared resources of certain entities that would be 
used to provide quality health care in the Rio Grande Valley. The bill would require certain 
agencies to assist in the implementation of the bill. The bill would take effect immediately upon 
receiving two-thirds majority vote in each house. Otherwise, the bill would take effect September 
1,2015. 

The Office of the Governor, the Texas Veterans Commission, the Department of State Health 
Services, and the Health and Human Services Commission indicated that the duties and 
responsibilities associated with implementing the provisions of the bill could be accomplished 
within each agency's existing resources. 

• The University of Texas System indicated the bill could have significant fiscal impact, but could 
not determine the potential costs because the new medical school is in the process ofbeing 
established. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 	 301 Office of the Governor, 403 Veterans Commission, 529 Health and 
Human Services Commission, 537 State Health Services, Department of, 
720 The University of Texas System Administration 

LBB Staff: UP, FR, EP, LBe, CH 
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