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“.. . a highly useful resource on early Texas. . . .
It contains no less than 315 separate essays,
biographies, memoirs, and articles on almost
every aspect of early Texas. . . . a goldmine of
information and fascinating anecdotes. . . .
We would know much less about early Texas
without it.”

—John H. Jenkins,

Basic Texas Books

A Texas Scrap-Book has been one of the most
useful reference volumes on Texas history
since it was published in 1875. Long out of
print, the copies available in libraries are well
worn by the thumbs of students and research-
ers who have found it to be an indispensable
source and guide. With the addition of a
new introduction by Robert A. Calvert and
an index of over 6,000 entries by Richard
Morrison, this new edition of A Texas Scrap-
Book is even more informative and much
more easily used.

DEWITT CLINTON BAKER (1832-1881) left
his native Maine and settled in Austin, Texas,
in 1850 where he and his father operated a
drugstore. While in the pharmacy business for
the next quarter century, he was active in
Austin’s civic affairs. Baker was a school trust-
ee, organized the capital city’s first library
association, and served as city treasurer and
alderman. Baker’s interest in education en-
couraged him to write A Brief History of Texas
(1873) which was designed for use in the
public schools. Some of the materials collected
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INTRODUCTION

necdotal evidence suggests that A Texas Scrap-Book may be the
book requested most by the patrons of the Eugene C. Barker
Texas History Center at the University of Texas at Austin.! DeWitt
Clinton (Clint) Baker would undoubtedly have been surprised. The
volume that he compiled was his second venture into book publish-
ing and, like his first, failed to earn him any money. Although he may
have continued to write poetry and essays for possible publication
and for the entertainment of his family, he never again authored any
books.?

Born on November 23, 1832, in Gorham, Maine, a small com-
munity near Portland, Clint was second of the four children of Dr.
Symonds William and Mary Anne (Watson) Baker. D. W. C. Baker
attended Gorham Academy and Bowdin College in Brunswick,
Maine. His father, a physician, also educated him at home. Clint
must have had an academic bent. He tutored students briefly at
Gorham Academy, was reputed to have read and written five lan-
guages, and sent articles and poems back to the Portland paper after
he left Maine.?

IRon Tyler, Director of the Texas State Historical Association, asked Ralph L.
Elder, head of Public Services at the Barker Center, which book in the Texas
collection was asked for the most. He cited D. W. C. Baker (comp.), A Texas
Scrap-Book. Made up of the History, Biography, and Miscellany of Texas and Its
People (New York: A. S. Barnes and Co., 1875).

2Baker published A Bricf History of Texas from its carliest settlement. To which
is appended the Constitution of the stare (New York: A. S. Barnes and Co., 1873).
Note Baker’s own poems that he included in the Serap-Book, on pp. 378 and 386
for example. He evidently published poems and essays in the Portland (Maine)
Transcript and elsewhere. “DeWitt Clinton Baker (Pioncer Lay Leader),” Bio-
graphical File, Austin History Center (cited hereafter as AHC).

Austin American-Statesman, Apr. 23, 1971; John P. G. McKenzie, “Dewitt
Clinton Baker School (a brief history thereof),” John P. G. McKenzie/DeWitt
Baker School, AF Public Schools-Junior High (typescript; AHC). McKenzie
wrote this to commemorate the school’s fiftieth anniversary. Four-page handwrit-
ten sketch of D. W. C. Baker (author unknown), DeWitt Clinton Baker Papers
(AHC).
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INTRODUCTION

Dr. S. W. Baker went to San Antonio in 1848 to settle the estate
of his younger brother, Joseph Baker, who had come to San Felipe
de Austin in 1831, where he taught school and served as the
secretary of the ayumtamiento. Joseph had won fame in Texas
participating in the Battle of San Jacinto, and he was elected to the
House of Representatives from the Bexar district in 1837. He held
office as primary court judge in Austin and as chief justice of Bexar
County. At the time of his death in July 1846, he worked as a
translator in the General Land Office. The reputation of the Baker
family preceded it to Austin.*

News that Mary had died on February 7, 1849, reached S. W.
Baker during his absence. Her death convinced him to stay in Texas.
Eventually Dr. Baker became superintendent of the Asylum for the
Blind. In spring 1849, Clint decided to follow his father to Austin.
First he journeyed to New York and then sailed to Galveston,
arriving on June 18, 1850. He went from there to Houston and
then by stagecoach to Austin. In the capital city he joined his father’s
pharmacy business and began training to be a physician. Evidently
wanderlust overtook the young man, and he left Austin briefly in
1853 to work on a surveying crew on the Fisher-Miller land tract.
He returned to Austin the next year and became a prominent
druggist and businessman. He owned a drugstore on the comer of
Ninth Street and Congress Avenue, which he operated first with his
father and then by himself and with other partners until ill health
overtook him in 1878 and he retired. He died on April 17, 1881,
and was buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Austin.®

*Austin American-Statesman, Apr. 23, 1971; Copy of the family tree with
dates of arrival in Texas of some of the Baker family, DeWitt Clinton Baker
Biographical File (AHC); Walter Prescott Webb, H. Bailey Carroll, and Eldon
Stephen Branda (eds.), The Handbook of Texas (3 vols.; Austin: Texas State
Historical Association, 1952, 1976), I, 100. DeWitt Clinton Baker wrote a short
sketch of his uncle in A Texas Scrap-Book (pp. 272-273); p. 566 lists Baker as first
sergeant in Mosely Baker’s company, and p. 582 recounts Joseph’s death.

SAustin Statesman, Apr. 19, 1881; Webb, Carroll, and Branda (eds.), Hand-
book of Texas, I, 99; Mrs. Sarah B. Trufant to DeWitt Clinton Baker [Jr.t], Aug.
20, 1920, DeWitt Clinton Baker Biographical File, (AHC); Nellie Baker Franklin
to E. W. Winkler, May 28, 1936, DeWitt Clinton Baker Biographical File
(Eugene C. Barker Texas History Center, University of Texas, Austin). In this
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INTRODUCTION

In his twenty-five years as a businessman, Baker rose to promi-
nence in the Austin community. He met his wife-to-be, Mary
Elizabeth Graham, at a ball at the govemnor’s mansion. Mary Eliz-
abeth was the daughter of Dr. Beriah Graham, a leading physician,
who tended to Sam Houston’s family when he was in Austin. In
1859 Houston appointed Graham superintendent of the state luna-
tic asylum. Reappointed by govemnors A. J. Hamilton and E. M.
Pease, Graham went on to become treasurer of the state during E.
J. Davis’s administration. The young couple were married on May
28, 1861. The marriage produced nine children. Dr. Graham gave
the Bakers land at 2620 Rio Grande, where they built a house that
became an Austin showpiece. “Honeysuckle Glen,” as the home was
called, remained in the Baker family until it was sold in 1968 to
Alpha Delta Phi sorority.®

Clint’s family must have played an important role in his rise to
prominence in the small city of Austin. Obviously his father and
father-in-law contributed to his financial development. Like many
successful young businessmen with the right family connections,
Baker devoted time and energy to civic affairs. He helped found the
first library association, which was probably the forerunner to the
development of the Austin Public Library, and served as its treasurer.
He participated actively in a local literary club, contributing essays to
the meetings; from these literary clubs public library associations
frequently sprung. He gathered data on the weather and sent it to
Washington, D.C., where the information was incorporated into the
monthly meteorological reports. He joined Saint David’s Episcopal
Church and as an active layman was the senior warden and superin-
tendent of Sunday schools. In addition to these volunteer activities,
he served the city as alderman in 1867 and briefly as city treasurer

collection are copies of the notice of Baker’s funeral service and his death
certificate. See letterhead on letter from D. W. C. Baker to A. S. Barnes, Aug. 11,
1875, Baker Papers (AHC); Money and Morrison (comps.), General Dictionary
of the City of Austin, Texas for 18771878 (Houston: Money and Morrison, n.d.),
68; McKenzie, “DeWitt Clinton Baker School (a brief history thereof )” (AHC).

$“Dewitt Clinton Baker (Pioneer Lay Leader),” Biographical File (AHC);
Webb, Carroll, and Branda (eds.), Handbook of Texas, I, 714; Austin American-
Statesman, Apr. 23, 1971.

ix



INTRODUCTION

in 1871. After his retirement from the drugstore, he was appointed
to the city’s internal revenue department, where he was employed at
the time of his death.”

D.W. C. Baker was fairly typical of what historians later described
as urban progressives. Many of these city progressives linked educa-
tion with urban and economic advancement. Here, too, Baker
combined interests, family connections, and civic responsibility.
Thomas Baker, his uncle, had been an English instructor at Bowdin
College, which might have been part of the school’s attraction to
young Clint. Thomas also migrated to Austin and taught English at
the Austin Collegiate Female Institute from 1857 until his death in
1873. DeWitt Clinton Baker lectured to his brother’s students on
occasion and further established himself as a leader in education.
Clint had tutored students in Maine, written for the Portland
newspaper, and demonstrated a wide-ranging intellectual interest in
a variety of scientific and literary subjects. His reputation, sense of
civic duty, and membership in a family committed to public endeav-
ors must have encouraged him to take an active role in the creation
of the Austin public schools.2

In 1864 fellow citizens elected D. W. C. Baker to the post of
school trustee in Travis County. Both prestige as a local educator and
possible family connections influenced Governor E. J. Davis to
appoint Baker to the state examining board in 1872. The examiners
were charged with certifying teachers as to their competence. Re-

7Austin Statesman, Apr. 19, 1881; Austin American-Statesman, Dec. 18,
1955; McKenzie, “Dewitt Clinton Baker School (A brief history thereof)”
(AHC); Handwritten Sketch of D. W. C. Baker, Baker Papers (AHC); “DeWitt
Clinton Baker (Pioneer Lay Leader),” Biographical File (AHC); Webb, Carroll,
and Branda (eds.), Handbook of Texas, 1, 99.

8Mary Starr Barkley, History of Travis County and Austin, 1839-1899 (Austin:
Steck and Company, 1963), 156, 163-169. Handwritten Sketch of D. W. C.
Baker, Baker Papers, cites lectures on chemistry (AHC). For definition of south-
ern progressivism see Dewey W. Grantham, Southern Progressivism: The Reconcsl-
sation of Progress and Tradsition (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1983),
279, which includes a cryptic remark about the impact of volunteer societies on
demands for efficiency and reform of public institutions. Although progressivism
is a later occurrence chronologically, varieties of urban progressivism, of course,
extended from the Age of Industrialism onward.
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INTRODUCTION

gardless of whether a school were private or public, to qualify in
meeting state-mandated student attendance requirements its teach-
ers had to be certified as competent by school examiners and
endorsed by the district school boards. Baker was the inspector of
the schools for Travis and Hays counties until 1873 when the post
was abolished. Supposedly the responsibility of examining teachers
increased Baker’s disillusionment with the lack of regularized educa-
tion for students. After the Constitution of 1875 almost abolished
the public school system, Baker involved himself in the organization
of a new graded school for Austin. The common schools that
functioned after 1875 were a combination of private and public
enterprises. Pupils were assigned to specific classes or grades based
upon their academic abilities. These newly organized schools were
the beginnings of the current school system, and in 1878 Baker was
president of the Board of Trustees, which in modemn terms is school
superintendent. In 1902, in recognition of his public service and his
pioneering contributions to creating Austin’s public school system,
the city changed the name of the Hyde Park School to the DeWitt
Clinton Baker School. It was moved in 1911 and renamed Baker
Junior High. The Austin school district now uses the Baker school
for administrative and educational purposes.’

Baker’s tenure on the school’s examining board involved him in
the process of Republican attempts to institute the state’s first public
school system. The E. J. Davis administration passed a very contro-
versial school law in 1871 that established compulsory school atten-
dance, certified teachers, and aimed for uniform textbooks. Tradi-
tion has it that white Texans objected to the law, maintaining that
the cost of education was too high, that it provided for the education
of African Americans, and that the proposed law created a central-

9Mary Starr Barkley, History of Travis County and Austin, 175, 179, 182;
Austin American-Statesman, Dec. 18, 1955; McKenzie, “DeWitt Clinton Baker
School (a brief history thereof)” (AHC). McKenzie lists 1864 as the date of
Baker’s election as trustee. The handwritten sketch of Baker in the Baker Papers
lists the date as 1854. In ecither case Baker was interested in public education
throughout his adult life. The job of state examiners is discussed in Anita Louise
White, “The Teacher in Texas: 1836-1879” (Ph.D. diss., Baylor University,
1972), 132-134.



INTRODUCTION

ized school system that allowed the state government too much
power. Quite probably, however, Democrats were able to use the
school legislation of 1871 for partisan political ends by identifying
the act as a Republican attempt to create wasteful patronage posi-
tions. Progressive educational leaders such as Baker may have been
traditional Democrats who recognized the need for school reform
and thus cooperated with early attempts to bring about educational
uniformity. He could also have been sympathetic with the Davis ad-
ministration, since his father-in-law was the state treasurer in 1872.10

Whichever the case, Baker supported the concept of a unified
curriculum. The state board adopted the required textbooks for the
established courses. Baker recognized the need for a standard text-
book on Texas history. With this in mind, he wrote A Brief History
of Texas from Its Earliest Settlement. To which Is Appended the Con-
stitution of the State. For Schools, which was published by A. S. Bames
and Company in 1873. The company contracted for a wide range
of textbooks for public schools. Its United States history book was
adopted by the Board of Education for use in all Texas schools.! It
was not clear if Barnes approached Baker or if the latter contacted
the company. Nevertheless Baker secured a contract from A. S.
Barnes and Company to write a history of Texas intended for
primary-school use.!? The state board adopted Baker’s book in
January 1873.13 By the time the book appeared, the 1871 law had
been modified so as to retum textbook adoptions back to local
school boards. The action caused the publisher to lament that “Our

VFrederick Eby, The Development of Education in Texas (New York: The
MacMillan Co., 1925), 157-168; Carl H. Moneyhon, “Public Education and
Texas Reconstruction Politics,” Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XCII (Jan.,
1989), 394-395. For further descriptions of the school laws of 1871 and 1873,
see William Michael White, “History of Education in Texas, 1860-1884" (Ph.D.
diss., Baylor University, 1969), 205-207.

UThe list of books adopted by the State Board of Education can be found in
First Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of the State of
Texas, 1871 (Austin: J. G. Tracey, State Printer, 1872), 105-106.

2A copy of the contract can be found in the DeWitt Clinton Baker Biograph-
ical File (AHC).

13Handwritten Sketch of D. W. C. Baker, Baker Papers (AHC), 3.
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INTRODUCTION

misfortune was a modification in the school laws, and we fear the
book [ A Brief History] will never reach copyright.” 14

The revision of the school law in 1873, which passed over Davis’s
veto, began the dismantling of the public school system. The Dem-
ocrats gained control of the legislature in 1874, and by 1876 had
returned control of the curriculum and the adoption of textbooks to
local schoolteachers, with the approval of the school trustees.®
Barnes wrote to Baker that A Brief History of Texas sold only about
400 copies.'® White Texans had complained vigorously in the 1870s
that the books adopted by the Republican school board expressed
anti-southern views. Since there were no uniform textbook adop-
tions, one cannot be certain that Baker’s textbook did not sell some
copies later. Certainly its biases do not seem to be anti-southern. But
possibly the imprimatur given by the Republicans meant that the
book never achieved wide favor in Texas. The book was not reprint-
ed, for example, whereas a competitor published later, Homer S.
Thrall’s A History of Texas, From The Earliest Settlement to the Year
1876; With an Appendix Containing the Constitution of the State. For
Use in the Schools, and for the General Reader, was revised and
updated in 1885."7

Lore has it that while researching his Brief History of Texas, Baker
collected so much information that he decided to author another
book.!® That does not seem very likely; A Texas Scrap-Book seemed
to have been designed from its origins as a subscription book.!® It

MA. S. Barnes to DeWitt Clinton Baker, Aug. 3, 1875, Baker Papers (AHC).
By copyright Bames meant paying off the cost of publication.

15Prederick Eby (comp.), Education in Texas: Source Materials, University of
Texas Bulletin #1824, Apr. 25, 1918 (Austin, Texas), 700; Stewart Dean Smith,
“Schools and Schoolmen: Chapters in Education in Texas, 1870-1900” (Ph.D.
diss., University of North Texas, 1974), 20-26.

16A. S. Bamnes to DeWitt Clinton Baker, Aug. 3, 1875, Baker Papers (AHC).

YHomer S. Thrall, A History of Texas . . . (1876; rev. ed., New York:
University Publishing Co., 1885).

WAustin American-Statesman, Apr. 23, 1971,

D. W. C. Baker (comp.), A Texas Scrap-Book. Made up of the History,
Biography, and Miscellany of Texas and Its People (New York: A. S. Barnes and
Co., 1875).



INTRODUCTION

was fairly common during the period after the Civil War to compile
books that could be sold to a given number of subscribers in
advance, guaranteeing thus the cost of production and some profit
to the author/compiler. Baker approached A. S. Barnes in fall 1874
with a proposal for the Scrap-Book. Barnes did not express much
enthusiasm for the project. He pointed out that the company usually
did not do such publications, but that if Baker could secure 500
subscribers willing to pay $4.00 in advance, the company would
undertake the project. The book was not to exceed 800 pages. By
November the two parties had reached a tentative agreement: Baker
would enroll 500 subscribers at $5.00 each, he and the company
would split the cost of the engraving plates, and he could control the
sale of the book for a year after its publication. Later the publisher
and author would quarrel over how the proceeds from the sale of the
book should be divided.??

Spring 1875 witnessed the collaborators sparring about the
progress of the book. Baker had not secured the requisite number
of subscribers, and Barnes was willing to extend more time to the
author but was unwilling to push forward with the publication of the
book until money was forthcoming. The publisher pointed out that
it would take $2,500 to cover present expenses. By mid-March
Barnes agreed to hasten the book’s completion, both on the promise
that Baker had commitments and to protect the funds that the
company had already invested. It was clear that neither the book nor
the specimen pages for advertising purposes would be printed as
quickly as Baker wished.?!

By that summer, the partners were bickering. Barnes hired N. R.
Richardson of New York to do the engravings for the book. Early
on the publisher assured Baker of the engraver’s competence and
inquired about how Clint wanted the book laid out. Evidently
instructions were not clear. The compiler tumed down the first
sample engravings, probably because they were incorrectly sized and
because the paper stock was of an inferior quality. It was possible that

204 S. Barnes to Baker, Oct. 19, Nov. 4, Dec. 23, 1874, Baker Papers (AHC).
21Bames to Baker, Jan. 5, Mar. 5, Mar. 19, 1875, ibid.
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INTRODUCTION

Barnes was overly optimistic about the time needed for the engrav-
ings, though he later denied any culpability for the delay in publish-
ing the Scrap-Book, instead calling the engraving mix-up an error.
Indeed the problems with the engravings, according to Barnes, cost
the company an additional $1,000.22 Specimen pages came out that
summer and were circulated in Austin and Houston as examples of
the soon-to-be published book.?3 The July 1 publishing deadline,
however, was not met.

Barnes, in turn, discovered that co-owners of the company
wanted to publish A Texas Scrap-Book with an A. S. Barnes imprint.
It was not clear why this decision was made, but Barnes clearly
disapproved of it, describing the “literature” in the book as “sub-
par.” He told Baker, moreover, that no earlier protests about the
book’s contents had been lodged because the selections were “none
of our business® (emphasis Barnes). Now, however, the book was to
carry the company imprint, and he felt that Baker should agree to
change part of the selections in future editions. The “dialogue on p.
346 etc., for instance,” Barnes continued, “is very profane, and we
hope for your own sake and the dignity that should attach to such
a book you will authorize a modification before the next edition.”
The publication of the book was now slated for mid-September.24

The expense of the specimen pages was one of many contentions
between Bames and Baker as the quarrel over the book changed
from format to finances. Barnes wrote to Baker that the company
had $2,258.48 of’its own money in the book. Presumably that figure
did not include staff costs. The publisher urged Baker to canvas the
state. “Can’t we place a copy on every centre table in Texas?” Bames
asked. “Please,” he pleaded, “do not desert us now in this critical
period.”? But Baker was not particularly sympathetic with the plight

2Bamnes to Baker, n.d. (probably January 1875), June 5, 30, July 21, Sept. 15,
1875, ibid.

3D. W. C. Baker (comp.), “Specimen Pages: A Texas Scrap-Book. Made up
of the History, Biography, and Miscellany of Texas and Its People” (New York:
Published for Author, 1875).

Barnes to Baker, Aug. 3, Sept. 3 (quotations), 1875, Baker Papers (AHC).

%5Barnes to Baker, Sept. 15, Sept. 21 (quotation), 1875, ibid.
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of A. S. Barnes and Company. Although promised in July, the book
was published in September 1875, and the first copies did not reach
Clint until October. He explained later that the delay in publishing
the book caused many of his original subscribers to cancel the
purchase agreements. Since some of the subscribers backed out,
Clint had cash-flow problems. Consequently, he wanted to receive
the books in lots of 125 with thirty-day billing. The company desired
cash, which, it asserted, the publishing agreement specified. Having
no choice, since Baker was the outlet for the volume, Bames relented
and mailed the books in lots of 125 before he received the money.?s

It was apparent by winter that A Texas Scrap-Book was not to be
a successful financial venture. Both parties were dismayed by the
failure of the book to sell, and each blamed the other. Baker
believed, as many authors do about their publishers, that the com-
pany did not adequately publicize his book. Consequently he spent
$154.10 of his own money to take out advertisements in newspapers
in Austin, Dallas, Houston, Jefferson, Galveston, San Antonio, and
Waco. The publisher also refused to send books to agents other than
Baker unless they paid cash, maintaining that it was the responsibility
of the compiler to furnish books on credit to prospective sellers. The
company contended that the author did not work hard enough at
selling the book. By early spring the rancor and disappointment
engendered by the book’s lack of success spilled over into quarrels
about how many books had been sold and how the fees for the sale
of these books should be split.?”

Baker argued that he controlled the sale of the book for one year.
He should thus receive a discount fee of 33 percent for each book
he sold, plus a 10 percent author’s fee, which he described as a
copyright fee. The company maintained that the copyright fee did
not go into effect until the cost of plates for the engravings was
recovered. The collaborators also came to no decision about how

26Baker to A. S. Bamnes and Co., Jan. 10, 1879, ibid.; Barnes to Baker, Sept.
15, 1875, ibid.

*7Barnes to Baker, Dec. 2, 17, 1875, ibid.; Undated list of advertisements and
list of books sent to newspapers for review (probably December 1875), ibid.;
Barnes to Baker, Feb. 10, Apr. 29, 1876, ibid.
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INTRODUCTION

advertising costs, including the specimen pages, were determined
and who was responsible for them. Baker’s refusal to remit money
for the books he had received until they were sold complicated the
issue.?®

Accounts had not been settled by the new year. Indeed they had
worsened. Barnes wrote to Baker that he was “not well pleased at the
tone of your recent favor.”?® That spring the author notified the
publisher that he had contacted his attomey and wished to settle the
account. Barnes responded that no account could be settled unless
Baker agreed that he would not receive an author’s fee of 10 percent.
In reply to a query by Baker about advertising and other obligations,
the publisher wrote, “To ask if the enterprise was not to be a mutual
risk. We did not so understand it and for that reason asked for the
guarantee.”30

Events, however, were coming to a close. Baker had saved all the
correspondence from the company. He notified Bamnes that letters
sent to him in the first stages of the project gave the author control
of sales of the book with no stipulation conceming payment for the
plates. Barnes confessed as much in March 1877, writing “we see
indeed that our unguarded correspondence” failed to spell out
shared costs. He went on to add, “As matters are we can only throw
ourselves upon your mercy reminding you of the heavy loss we have
sustained on both your books.”3! No mercy was forthcoming. Baker
paid for the 500 copies he received at a 43 percent discount, and
eventually Barnes even dropped claims for the advertising costs of A
Texas Scrap-Book. He closed out the first disputes by defending the
publishing house, writing, “Remember, doctor, that you alone have
received any income from the book. Our connection with it and the
previous one, has only brought us trouble and loss,” and adding
that,“We regret on your account as well as our own that your
ventures have both failed but do not think any other house could

23Barnes to Baker, June 17, Aug. 14, Sept. 1, 1976, ibid.

#Barnes to Baker, Jan. 5, 1877, ibid. By “favor,” Barnes meant “request.”

%Baker to Bamnes, Mar. 2, 1877, ibid.; Barnes to Baker, Mar. 17, Apr. 11
(quotation), 1877, ibid.

3Barnes to Baker Mar. 30, 1877, ibid.
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INTRODUCTION

have served you more successfully or faithfully than Yours Truly A.
S. Barnes.”32

The issue of the plates did not die. Baker learned that N. D.
Thompson and Company intended to publish a history of Texas.
He wrote to Barnes suggesting that the publisher contact the St.
Louis company and sell them the rights to A Texas Scrap-Book, “that
it could be got into the hands of those who make a business of
publishing subscription books” and make money for all the parties
involved.3? Instead A. S. Barnes and Company sold the plates to N.
D. Thompson and Company, and all but four of the thirty-two
engravings in A Texas Scrap-Book were used by Homer S. Thrall in
another subscription book, A pictorial history of Texas, from the
earliest visits of European adventurers, to A. D. 1879. . . 3* Thrall
selected one of the illustrations, that of Thomas J. Rusk, to be used
in the 1885 edition of his textbook.® Of the ninety-five engravings
in A pictorial history of Texas, about 31 percent came from the Serap-
Book, with no attribution.

The failure of an author to identify the origin of illustrations in
a book was not an unusual practice. Baker took some illustrations for
the Scrap-Book from his history of Texas and did not identify those.
In some cases, indeed, where he attributed the source of an engrav-
ing in his textbook, he dropped the attribution when he used the
same illustration in the Scrap-Book.* Both men also modified a few
of the original titles of engravings used in other books when they
reprinted the illustrations, if they were not simply portraits, thus
further confusing the source of the materials.?”

3Bames to Baker, Jan. 17, 1879, ibid.

33Baker to Barnes, Feb. 22, 1879, ibid.

#Homer S. Thrall, A pictorial history of Texas . . . (St. Louis: N. D. Thompson
and Co., 1879).

3The engraving appears on p. 264 in A Texas Scrap-Book and on p. 140 in
Thrall’s A History of Texas. . . . The four Thrall did not use appear on pp. 35, 143,
371, and 500 in A Texas Scrap-Book.

%Four engravings appear in both books. “Indians” appears in Baker’s A Brief
History of Texas . . . (p. 101) and is attributed to Monteith’s Comprehensive
Geggraphy, and the same engraving is used on p. 132 of the Scrap-Book, with no
attribution to either source.

¥The changes were not major but rather a slight modification of the plate.
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Baker was not outraged by N. D. Thompson and Company’s
intended use of the plates but rather of the failure of A. S. Barnes and
Company to notify him of their sale. When he discovered in Decem-
ber 1878 that a forthcoming book would contain illustrations that
appeared in the Scrap-Book, he wrote to Barnes asking if the publish-
er knew of this and what business deals if any had been negotiated.3
Barnes, Baker, and N. D. Thompson exchanged letters over the next
few months. Baker pointed out that some of the illustrations had
appeared elsewhere—he referred to a life of Houston as well as the
history textbook—but most, he maintained, had been collected by
him for exclusive use in A Texas Scrap-Book. He asserted that to sell
the plates without the text eliminated any chance of marketing the
remaining copies of his book. He demanded that A. S. Barnes and
Company pay him $500 for the copyright to the plates. Failing to
do so, he said, meant that he would do everything necessary to
prevent the sale of the A pictorial history of Texas.® No record exists
of the final settlement reached. Presumably Baker was either satisfied
or gave up hope of redress, because evidence of correspondence
among the parties ended in 1879, Thrall published his book that
year, and it was reprinted in 1883 by the same company.*°

A Texas Scrap-Book, on the other hand, was not reprinted until
the Steck Company did a facsimile edition in the twentieth centu-
ry.4! It has thus always been a rare item. Part of the problem in
determining the exact count of the first edition was the haphazard
nature of its publication. Much of the confusion over fees and costs

“The Capitol at Austin” in A Texas Scrap-Book (p. 120) was entitled “The Capitol
at Austin in 1870” in A pictorsal bistory of Texas . . . (p. 623), or, for example,
Baker’s “Texas Indians” (p. 132) was entitled by Thrall simply “Indians” (p. 83).

3Baker to Barnes, Dec. 24, 1878, Baker Papers (AHC).

®Baker to Barnes, Jan. 10, Feb. 22, Mar. 18, 1879, ibid.; N. D. Thompson
to Bamnes, Feb. 26, 1879, ibid.; Barnes to N. D. Thompson and Co., Mar. 1,
1879, ibid.

*The new edition described itself as revised and enlarged. Homer S. Thrall,
A pictorial history of Texas . . . (1879; rev. ed., St. Louis: N. D. Thompson and
Co., 1883).

41The title page of the reprint describes the book as “A Facsimile Reproduction
of the Original.” The book, published in Austin by the Steck Company in 1935,
is an exact replication of the original edition with no introduction or index.
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between A. S. Barnes and D. W. C. Baker arose from the rather
informal agreements reached about the publishing of the Scrap-
Book. Tt seems probable that Bamnes issued no formal contract to
Baker. The latter saved his copy of the contract for A Brief History
of Texas, but either did not receive or did not save one for the Serap-
Book. He did keep the incoming correspondence from Barnes about
the prospective subscription volume, but again Baker retained no
copies of his letters to the publisher until it appeared that lawsuits
might occur. The manner in which he kept the letters leads one to
infer that no binding contract was issued. Consequently there was no
record of how many actual books A. S. Bames and Company
printed.

Barnes told Baker in June 1876 that the company had sold fewer
than twenty-five books. The next year Barnes wrote to Baker that he
had one hundred copies of cloth and fifteen bound in sheepskin on
hand. These books were shipped to Baker in 1878, after the first
round of negotiations ended, by H. A. Wilkins who was a publisher
and partner of A. S. Barnes. Wilkins ran the New Orleans office,
which did publish subscription books, and he kept that branch’s
business affairs separate from Barnes and the publishing of text-
books, which were published in New York and Chicago. It was
Wilkins’s objections that placed the Barnes and Company imprint on
the Scrap-Book. Baker told N. D. Thompson and Company in 1879
that he had sold 525 copies and that Barnes and Company had sold
none. It cannot be determined how many books were actually sold,
but an estimate would be, by the time of Clint’s death in 1881, no
more than about 550. He had been ill since 1878 and would not
likely have hawked the Scrap-Book. As a publisher of textbooks,
Barnes had no network of agents to sell literature. The outside
estimate of the press run would be no more than 625 books bound
in cloth (the 525 sold by Clint, 25 by A. S. Bames, and the 100
shipped in 1878) and 25 in leather. The latter figure assumes that
Clint wanted about 10 leather copies for his own use.2

“2Barnes to Baker, June 17, 1876, Apr. 11, 1877, Baker Papers (AHC); Baker
to H. A. Wilkins, Mar. 8, 1878, ibid.; Baker to N. D. Thompson and Co., Mar.
1, 1879, ibid. There is 2 “copy one” of the leather edition in the Baker Papers.
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One suspects that Baker was right in assessing that the failure of
the book was at least partially due to Bames’s inexperience in
publishing subscription books and in not realizing how to sell items
other than textbooks. Yet Bamnes probably assumed that Baker
wanted a vanity book and that the publisher was printing the book
as job work. That attitude would explain why neither of the parties
insisted on an iron-clad contract. But Baker intended to make
money from the book. It is arranged as many subscription books of
the day were, when one assumed that leisure time would be spent
in casual reading. Collected from a wide range of sources, Baker
included in the volume anecdotes, poems, speeches, statistics, and
descriptions of flora, fauna, and the weather. He also included in the
Scrap-Book long lists of individuals and some biographical sketches
of those who died in wars or served at San Jacinto or played some
other role in Texas history. He knew that the best way to sell a book
was to put enough names in it so that relatives and friends of those
included in the text might buy a copy. Little did the compiler realize
that the listings, sketches, and statistical collections would be of value
to researchers in the next century.

One major liability of A Texas Scrap-Book for researchers and
readers, however, has been the difficulty in ferreting out the infor-
mation in the book. As most subscription books, indeed as most
books published in the nineteenth century, the original edition
included no index. The Steck Company facsimile reproduction of
the book also omitted an index. Nineteenth-century readers may
have been willing to casually and slowly work their way through a
657-page collection of diverse materials, but most twentieth-century
readers are not. Today readers want quick access to the materials they
wish to read or facts they wish to know. Recognizing that Richard
Morrison published an Index to D. W. C. Baker’s A Texas Scrap-

Baker gave it to his eldest daughter. He probably received some consequently in
one of the early shipments, and, since he paid A. S. Barnes and Company for 500
copies, the discrepancy in figures between 500 and 525 could well be those
sheepskin copies. A. S. Bames and Company stationary lists the Chicago and New
York offices as handling their publications for schools and cites the New Orleans
office as a subscription publisher. Wilkins told Baker that there was no financial
overlapping among the offices.
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Book in 1984.4% Mr. Morrison has been kind enough to allow the
Texas State Historical Association to include his index in this edition.
Both those who use this book and the Association are in his debt.
Most of us would probably agree with Barnes that much of the
literature in the book is not first rate. But after perusing the book and
the index, one suspects that all readers will find some items of interest
for information and for fun reading. And if one would like to sample
the sort of writing that won for the late nineteenth century a
reputation for over-sentimentality, then turn to the section on
poetry. The prose in A Texas Scrap-Book represents much of what
Texans were like at the time: patriotic, maudlin, colorful, and insen-
sitive about race and ethnic groups. Moreover, as Baker hints in the
preface, with the passing of the Republic and the population growth
after the Civil War, white Texans were anxious to romanticize and
glorify their past. Baker attempted to compile selections that cap-
tured nostalgia for an older pioneer life many Texans thought was
ending. The book stands as both an historical document and a
rescarch tool. Students of Texas history will welcome the new easier
access to the book and its contents. With this reprinting of A Texas
Scrap-Book, some other book should now become the most fre-
quently requested item in the Barker Texas History Center.

ROBERT A. CALVERT
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS

#3Richard Morrison, Index to D. W. C. Baker’s A Texas Scrap-Book (Austin:
W. M. Morrison Books, 1984).
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PREFACE.

THE compiler of this volume has for many years been impressed with the
conviction that much of deep interest connected with the history of our State
would be lost, unless carefully gathered up by one whose heart should be in
the work.

As year by year has passed away, and one after another of the active
participators in the eventful scenes of 1835-6, has been gathered to his
fathers, source after source of information has been taken away from us.

Many incidents of surpassing interest have never been written down, and
much that would be prized by our posterity can never be given to them. With
these thoughts the writer has for years been collecting whatever of interest
he could find relating to the history, biography, and miscellany of Texas and
its people ; and now, with a view of offering to his fellow citizens of this State
a book which will embalm the memory of the past, and enshrine it in the
heart of the present, he has compiled this work. Much that is in the follow-
ing pages has never been published. Some of it has been published in local
papers, or periodicals, and has never been reproduced.

A portion of it will be considered to possess but little literary merit.
But let it be remembered that in many instances these little pieces are the
only legacies by which to perpetuate the memory of those who have gone
forever, This book is not offered to the world as a model of literary excel-
lence, but as an urn in which is gathered the ashes of the days gone by.
That portion of it which is devoted to biography, has been made as complete
as possible, but there are, doubtless, some omitted who should be here.

The notices are confined to those who came to Texas before the revolution
of 1836, and who have passed away, with one or two exceptions, among
which is Colonel F. W. Johnson, of the heroes of San Antonio.



6 PREFACE.

A complete list of the Governors of Texas, with biographical notices, will
be found an interesting and valuable feature of the “ Scrap-Book.”

In this connection, the undersigned begs leave to tender his grateful
acknowledgments to Govérnor E. M. Pease, Swante, Palm, Colonel F, W.
Johnson, and others, who have kindly aided hint in his work.

The Constitution and By-Laws of the Texas Veteran Association, also,
a Complete List of all Living Texas Veterans, and a list of all who have
died or have been killed since 1828 is appended.

This volume, which is the result 6f much patient labor, is now offered to
an indulgent and discriminating public.

D. W. C. BAKER.

AvusTIN, December, 1874.
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PART I.

HISTORICAL.






TEXAS SCRAP-BOOK.

I.
EARLY SPANISH MISSIONS IN TEXAS.

(Compited principally from Yoakum’s Texas.)

THESE were established by Franciscan monks, under the auspices of the
Spanish government, and were called Presidios. These missions, (s
missiones) consisted of the chapel for worship, the cells for the monks, the
dwellings for the inhabitants, and a fort for defence. The mission was
under the control of the ecclesiastical power, and the military force was
under an officer of the army, who, in most matters, was under the control of
the priest.

In 1690, the mission of San Francisco was established on the Lavaca
River at Fort St. Louis, by the Spanish under Captain Alonzo De Leon.

In the same year, the mission of San Juan Batista was founded on the
Rio Grande River.

In 1714, Captain Ramon established the mission of San Bernard, also the
mission of Adaes, among the Indians of that name, fifteen miles west of
‘Natchitoches.

In 1715 was established the mission of Dolores, west of the Sabine, among
the Orquisaco Indians.

In the same year a mission was founded among the Nacogdoches Indians,
near the site of the present town of that name ; also another among the Aes
Indians, near the site of the present town of San Augustine,

The mission and fortress of San Antonio de Valero was, soon after this,
established on the San Pedro River, near the site of the present city of San
Antonio.

Captain Don Ramon, who was the most efficient and active in building up
these missions, was a great favorite among the Indians, who adopted him as
a son, and assisted him in his labors.

In the year 1721, a post and mission was located at the crossing of the
Neches, and another qn the bay of San Bernard, called “ Our Lady of
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Loretto.” In the same year the mission of La Bahia (the bay) was estab-
lished at the lower crossing of the San Antonio River.

In 1730, the church of San Fernando, in the present city of San Antonio,
was founded.

In 1731 was established, not far from the same place, the mission of La
Purissima Concepcion de Acuna.

The mission of San José alluded to above, under another name, and an
excellent picture of which we give, deserves a more extended notice.

It was first founded on the Rio Grande in 1703. TFive years afterward
it was moved to a place called San Ildephonso. In 1710 it was taken back
to the Rio Grande, where it continued under the charge of good Father José
de Soto until 1718, when it was removed to the west bank of the San Pedro,
about a mile from the main plaza of the present city of San Antonio. From
this time it was called San Antonio de Valero. Here it continued until 1722,
when, for better protection against the Indians, it was removed with the post
to the San Antonio River. It remained here, and in 1744, the walls of the
church of the Alamo,* which were never finished, were erected. This chapel
was used in connection with the mission of San Antonio de Valero, called by
some, San José del Alamo, until the latter part of the eighteenth century, when
all the missions in Texas were secularized, or subordinated to the Spanish
civil authorities.

The missions of Texas yet stand, and will for many centuries continue to
speak from their ctumbling ruins, in trumpet tongues, of the self-sacrificing
labors and devotion of the Franciscan missionaries, whose efforts to convert
the native Indians to Christianity challenge the highest admiration.

HISTORICAL NOTES

Collected from the Registers of the old Mission of San Anlonio Valerot now
called the Alamo, by F. Geraud, Esq., San Antonio.

(From Yoakum’s Texas.)

From the heading of the register of baptisms delivered over by Fra. José
‘Francisco Lopez (the last of the Franciscans remaining at the Alamo, and
entitled parroes or parish priests of the pueblo or village de San Antonio de
Valero,) to Gavino Valdez, curate of the Villa de San Fernando y Presidio de
San Antonio de Bexar—which delivery was made by an order of the Bishop

* Alamo means Poplar tree.

+ This mission was founded in the year 1703, in the Cienega of the Rio Grande, under
the invocation of ‘San Francisco Soltno. Fro_m this place it was removed to the neighbor-
hood called San Ildephonso, having that invocation. Thence it was moved once more to

the Rio Grande, where it had the name San José. Finally it was transplanted to the river
San Antonio, where it now is under the name of San Antonio de Valero.
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of Monterey, dated January 2, 1793—we learn that the mission located
finally where the Alamo now stands was several times removed before it was
settled on the San Antonio River.

The following is the translation of the heading referred to : * Book in which
are set down the Baptisms of the Indians of this Mission of San Antonio de
Valero, situated on the bank of the river of San Antonio, in the government
of this province of Texas, and New Philippines, belonging to the Apostolic
Coliege of Propaganda Fidei, of the most Holy Cross of the City of Santiago
de Queretaro.”

IL
THE NAME TEXAS.

(Texas Almanac, 1872.)

IN the correspondence between John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State,
and Don Onis, the Spanish minister, on the question of the boundary line
between Louisiana and the Spanish provinces, Don Onis, in order to prove the
prior possession of Spain, gives the official report of a Spanish officer who took
possession of the country (west, I believe,) on Matagorda Bay. He stated that
he met a tribe of Indians soon after his arrival, who saluted him with ‘ Tehas,”
which in their language meant friendly. This is doubtless the true meaning
of the word. The correspondence is to be found in the state papers pub-
lished by Congress.

(From “A Brief History of Texas.”)

How and when Texas received its present name, has been a subject of
controversy and speculation. Some writers assert that it was so called
because its supposed discoverer found the dwellings of the inhabitants to
have roofs, which in the Spanish language are called  Zfas or Zexas, and hence
the name ; but if this be the true reason, then Mexico should also have
been called Texas, because Jean de Grijalva, who discovered it, found these
houses not only with roofs, but otherwise in point of construction and
comfort compared so favorably with those in Spain at the time, that he
called the newly discovered country New Spain. Others seem to find a solu-
tion of the difficulty in the assumption that the word Zeas, in the language of
the aborigines meant friends, with which expression they are said to have
hailed La Salle and his companions ; but he and those of his followers who
perished at their hands had rather a rough demonstration of the fact. There
is another hypothesis, which is probably the true one, and that is, that feas
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was used as an affix to' the names of many Indian provinces or countries, to
denote their inhabitants ; as, for instance, those of Tlaxcalla were called Tlax-
caltecas ; those of Cholula, Cholutecas; those of Cuitlahuac, Cuitlachtecas.
The territory now called Texas was known to the Spanish missionaries in
1524, as Mixtecapan, and its inhabitants as Mixtecas: these were the de-
scendants of Mixtecatl, the fifth of the six sons of Iztac Mixtecatl, the
reputed progenitor of the inhabitants of Mexico at the time of its conquest by
Cortes. By a slight mistake in copying the word Mixtecas, and using a
small instead of a capital M, by the Spaniards, in the beginning of the seven-
teenth century (who it is well known paid but little attention to the use of
capital letters in their writings), it was probably written tastecas in the old
manuscript in San Antonio, by which expression some tribes of Texas Indians
were then known, and thus Texas acquired its name, (See Torquemada’s
Monarquia Indiana, Madrid, 1723.)

Teja (Spanish) means Roof-tile ; Tejas, plural, would be Roof-tiles ; and
this is the way Spanish writers spell the word Texas. Whether the name
Texas has any reference to this is a question for the reader to investigate.

IIT.
GEOGRAPHY OF TEXAS.

Axrea.—Texas contains about 274,366 * square miles of territory.

Locarion.—Texas is bounded on the north and west by the Indian Terri-
tory, New Mexico, and Mexico ; and on the south and east by the Gulf of
Mexico and Louisiana.

ToroGraPHY.—Texas is naturally divided into three parts, each differing
from the other.

First—The sea-board extending from the Sabine to the Rio Grande, and
running inland sixty to one hundred miles.

Second—The uplands, or Middle Texas. This constitutes the great part
of the State. It is from three to six hundred feet above the level of the sea,
and is well diversified with hills and valleys, prairies and forests.

Third—The great plains or table-lands stretching away to the northwest.
The plains are occasionally broken with lofty mountains upon the upper
waters.of the Pecos, the Brazos, and Red rivers.

* From data obtained at the General Land Office, ' It is impossible to be ¢xact in this
particular, but the area of Texas isnot far from these figures.
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The first and second of these divisions of Texas cannot be excelled for
fertility of soil, and scarcely for salubrity of climate.

The third is still the abode of the Indian and the buffalo.

PrincipaL Propucts.—The chief products of the soil in Texas are
cotton and the cereals. Sugar and tobacco are also raised to considerable
extent.

CATTLE AND HoORSEs.—In Western Texas, the raising of cattle and
horses, for the Northern markets, constitutes a very important and lucrative
branch of industry. Scores of thousands of beef cattle.are annually driven
from Texas to Kansas and Missouri ; and while the mighty prairies continue
to supply such cheap and abundant pasturage, this trade is not likely to
diminish.

MINERALS AND METALS.—Recent examinations have proved, beyond a
doubt, the fact that Texas is rich in several of the most valuable ores. Iron
abounds in Eastern Texas, and iron, lead, and silver is found in Llano,
Burnet, and other counties. Copper of a rich quality exists abundantly in
the northwest, and coal-fields of considerable extent have lately been opened.

MINERAL WATERS.—A number of mineral springs possessing valuable
medicinal properties have long since been found in Texas. Among the most
noted of these are the Sour Lake and wells in Hardin County, and the Sul-
phur Springs in Lampasas County.

The following is an analysis of the Lampasas Springs, made by the author
of this book, in 1855 :

There are two principal springs—Hancock’s, or the Great Boiling Spring,
and Burleson’s, or the Lower Spring.

The former contains in one wine-pint: sulphuretted hydrogen, 24 cubic
inches ; carbonic acid, amount undetermined ; common salt, 7 grains ; car-
bonate of lime, z grains; carbonate of magnesia, 1 grain. The latter, or
Burleson’s contains in one wine-pint: sulphuretted hydrogen, 4 cubic inches ;
carbonic acid, amount undetermined ; common salt, 32 grains; carbonate
of lime, 3 grains ; carbonate magnesia, 1} grains. The temperature of the
water is 70 degrees Fahrenheit.

PrincipaL Towns.—The largest towns in Texas are Galveston (upon
the easternipart of the island of that name), Houston (at the head of Buffalo
Bayou), Jefferson (in Marion Co.), San Antonio (in Bexar Co.), and Austin
(in Travis Co.).

OLpEstT Towns.—The oldest towns in Texas are San Antonio, first set-
tled in 1692 by the Spanish Catholics ; Goliad, or La Bahia, as it was first
called ; and Nacogdoches.

OLpesT AMERICAN TowNs.—Among the oldest American towns in Texas
are San Felipe, Liberty, Brazoria, Columbia, and Washington.
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PoruraTioN.—The population of Texas was—

In 1820, about 20,000. In 1850, census  212,59a.
“ 1830, ‘¢ 25,000. “ 1860, 601,039.
“ 1836, “ 52,000. “ 1870, 818,579.
“ 1840, “  60,000. “ 1873, estimated over one millon.

CLiMATE.—The climate of Texas is generally uniform; pleasant, and
healthy. A meteorological record kept at Austin for about seventeen years,
by Professor J. Van Nostrand, shows an average of about 88° in summer,
and 46° in winter ; and an annual rain-fall of 33 inches during same time.

Principan Rivers.—The principal rivers of Texas are, the Sabine, on
the east; the Trinity,* the Brazos,} the Colorado,} the Guadaloupe,§ the San
Antonio, and the Rio Grande,| on the west.

The three first flow in a southerly course, and empty into the Gulf of
Mexico. They are partially navigable. The Colorado takes its rise from
springs in the northwestern part of the State, flows for about four hundred
miles through the central portion, and empties into Matagorda Bay. The
Guadaloupe is a clear and rapid stream similar to the Colorado, but smaller.
The San Antonio takes its rise from springs four or five miles above the city
of San Antonio, and flows in a limpid current toward the Gulf, receiving in
its course the Medina, and then uniting with the Guadaloupe above its
mouth. The Rio Grande is the western boundary of Texas. The rivers
of western Texas on account of their rapid currents are not navigable, except
the Rio Grande, which is navigable for light-draft boats for about 250
miles.

Ra1Lroaps.—Texas has now in operation about 1000 miles of railway.
The following grand trunk railways are now being, or will soon be, constructed,
and when completed will open Texas to free communication with all parts of
the continent. Several other roads have also been chartered and are now
being built. The railroads of Texas have generally been munificiently
endowed by the State, which has given liberally of its public domain and
loaned its money to create these great arteries of commerce and travel. The
Houston and Great Northern Railroad ; the Houston and Texas Central

* Tyinity means three in one, so called from the three forks of this river, which unite to
form the main stream,

4 Brazos means arms ; on the old map called Brazos de Dios, arms of God.

t Colorado means red, and is so named from the color which the water of this stream
assumes during a freshet. The color is imparted by the soil through which it flows.

§ Guadaloupe means Wolf River, from Guada (Arabic) river, and Lupus (Latin) wolf.

| Rio Grande, meaning Grand River. This stream had much more appropriately been
called long river, than grand river,
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Railroad ; the Southern Pacific Railroad ; the International Railroad ; The
Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad.
Texas has granted to railroads in all more than 8,000,000 acres of land.*
UNAPPROPRIATED DomaIn.——Texas has still about 89,000,000 acres of

vacant and unappropriated land.

IV.
A COMPEND OF TEXAS HISTORY.

BEFORE ANNEXATION.

THE first organization in Texas, in opposition to Santa Anna, was the
General Consultation, which met at San Felipe de Austin on the 3d day of
November, 1835. Of this body, Dr. Branch T. Archer was elected president,
and P. B. Dexter, secretary. This consultation established a provisional
government, and elected the following officers, viz: Henry Smith, governor,
James W. Robinson, lieutenant-governor, Sam Houston, commander-in-chief,
and Branch T. Archer, Stephen F. Austin, and W. H. Wharton, commis-
sioners to the United States. This consultation adjourned on the 14th of
November, 1835, on which day the provisional government went into opera-
tion. On the 2d day of March, 1836, a convention met at Washington on
the Brazos, for the purpose of declaring the independence of Texas, and
establishing a permanent government. Of this convention, Richard Ellis was
elected president, and H. S. Kimble, secretary. A declaration of indepen-
dence was adopted, and the Republic of Texas established. A constitution
was {ramed, and a government ad interim established, until an election could
take place under the constitution. David G. Burnett was president, and
Lorenzo de Zavalla, vice-president of the government ad interim. The first
congress assembled on the 3d day of October, 1836, and on the 22d day of
October, 1836, a constitutional government for Texas was established, by the
inauguration of General Sam Houston, president, and M. ;] Lamar, vice-
president. Houston’s first administration continued until December 10,
1838, when M. B. Lamar was inaugurated president, and David G. Burnett,
vice-president. On the 13th day of December, 1841, Houston’s second
administration commenced, Gen. Ed. Burleson being vice-president. On
the gth day of December, 1844, Dr. Anson Jones was inaugurated presi-
dent, and K. L. Anderson, vice-president of Texas.

* From the last report of the Commission of the General Land Office.
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On the 23d day of June, 1845, the Congress of Texas approved the joint
resolution of ‘annexation which had passed the Congress of the United
States ; and on the 4th of July following, a convention met at Austin, Texas,
which framed and adopted- a state constitution, which being ratified by the
people, the state government went into operation a few months later.

AFTER ANNEXATION.
First Governor of Texas. J. P. Henderson. Inaugurated Feb. 19, 1846.

Second “ « George T. Wood. 1847 to 1849

Third “ “ P. Hansboro Bell.. 1849 “ 1853, two terms.
Fourth “ “ E. M. Pease. 1853 *¢ 1857, two terms.
Fifth “ « H. R. Runnels. 1857 “ 1859

Sixth “ “ Sam Houston. 1859 * 1861

Seventh “ Edward Clark. A few months in 1861,
Eighth « “ F. R. Lubbock. 1861 to 1863

Ninth “ « P. Murrah, 1863 “ 1865

Tenth “ o« A. J. Hamilton. 1865 “ 1866

Eleventh ¢ “ .J. W, Throckmorton. 1866 * 1867

Twelfth “ “ E. M. Pease. 1867 “ 1870
Thirteenth « « E. J. Davis. 1870 “ 1874
Fourteenth “ Richard Coke. 1874 —_

V.

THE ANAHUAC OR OPENING CAMPAIGN OF THE
TEXAS REVOLUTION.

BY COL. F. W. JOHNSON.
(Texas Almanac, 1859.)

I HAVE readewith much care and interest Dr. N. D. Labadie’s manuscript
in relation to the causes which led to open resistance in 1832, and fully concur
in his statement of facts and circumstances leading to the first outbreak
of hostilities. The usurpdtion of civil power and the arbitrary conduct of
Colone! Bradburn in deposing the Alcalde (Hugh B. Johnson) and the
members of the Ayuntamiento of the municipality of Liberty, and substituting
in their stead, creatures of his own, seizing, and appropriating to his own
use, private property, arresting and imprisoning, without cause, citizens who
claimed a trial before the civil authorities of the Jurisdiction, if guilty of any
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offense, are a few of many causes which might be enumerated, and led to
resistance. Among the most prominent citizens arrested and held in prison
by Bradburn, were William B. Travis, Patrick C. Jack, Monroe Edwards, and
Samuel T. Allen.

William H. Jack, of San Felipe de Austin, on learning that his brother
Patrick C., together with others, had been arrested and imprisoned by order
of Colonel Bradburn, commandant at the post of Anahuac, proceeded to that
place and waited on Colonel Bradburn for the purpose of ascertaining what,
if any, offence had been committed by his brother and the other prisoners
and to obtain for them a trial before the civil authorities, or their release. In
vain did he urge the necessity and justice of their immediate release or a trial
before the proper authorities of the Jurisdiction. No argument that Jack was
master of, had the least effect upon this petty tyrant, who with great effrontery
informed Jack that the prisoners would be sent to Vera Cruz and tried by &
military court. Mortified and pained to think that he could not release, nor
get a trial for the prisoners, nor in any way better their painful situation, he
returned to his home in San Felipe, determined to maké an appeal to the
people of Austin’s Colony. On his arrival at home he called together a few
friends, and informed them of the result of his visit to Bradburn, and his
determination to appeal to the people. In this his friends agreed with him.
The most prominent citizens of the place were consulted, and a plan of opera-
tions soon agreed upon: Colonel William Pettus and William H. Jack were
to proceed to the settlements of Fort Bend, Brazoria, etc. Robert M. Wil-
liamson was to visit the settlements of Mill Creek, Coles on the Goliad road
and Washington, and give notice to the people of the wrongs and outrages
committed by Bradburn, and solicit them to aid in subjecting the military
tyrant to the civil authorities of the country. Benjamin Tennell and Francis
W. Johnson were to visit the settlements on Spring Créek, Buffalo Bayou,
San Jacinto and Trinity, as high up as Liberty. These arrangements being
completed, Horatio Chrisman, Esq., first constitutional Alcalde of the Juris-
diction of Austin, was informed of what had been done. Each one who had
volunteered to rally the people proceeded on their routes. Wherever they
went they were greeted, and the people responded to the call. Tennell and
Johnson were the first to arrive at Liberty and communicate what was being
done in Austin’s Colony and to solicit their codperation. They joyously
joined us, and made common cause. After consulting the Alcalde—Hugh B,
Johnson—and other citizens of Liberty, it was determined to meet at
Minchey’s, a few miles below Liberty, and there organize and concert such
measures as the occasion required. As fast as the men from Austin’s Colony
arrived, they were directed to Minchey’s, where all were abundantly supplied
by the citizens.
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Some two or three days after the arrival of Tennell and Johnson at
Liberty, a respectable number of men assembled at Minchey’s, where it was
resolved that an armed force, composed of the citizens of Austin’s Colony, and
the Jurisdiction of Liberty, should march upon Anahuac, take up a position,
appoint a committe to wait on Colonel Bradburn, and inform him of the
object of the assemblage of the citizens before that place. We organized by
electing Francis W. Johnson 1st, Warren D. C. Hall 2d, and Thomas H.
Bradley 3d, in command. This over, and necessary measures for subsisting
the force, the troops were formed and took up the line of march for Anahuac.
Sergeant Blackman with sixteen men under the direction of Robert M. Wil-
liamson, formed the advance. Flankers were thrown out on each side. Thus
we moved forward. We had not marched more than half the distance to
Turtle Bayou when the advance came upon a party of Mexican cavalry, So
dompletely were they surprised that not a gun was fired. We halted and
encamped on the west side of Turtle Bayou—White’s crossing. While post-
ing the guard, a miscreant by the name of Haden—a creature of John M.
Smith—shot and instantly killed Sergeant Blackman, and escaped under
cover of night.

The next morning we resumed our march, and entered Anahuac at or
before noon. As soon, thereafter, as our little force was properly posted, a
committee, composed of Alcaldes Austin and Jobnson, G. B. McKinstry,
H. K. Lewis, and Francis W. Johnson, was appointed, and proceeded to the
Fort. They were conducted, through the guard, to the quarters of Colonel
Bradburn, and made known to him the object of their visit. The committee
enforced their demand by every argument they were masters of. Bradburn,
after being driven to the wall by argument, finally informed the committee
that Colonel Souverin was the commander of the garrison. This gentleman,
who had taken parf in the conference, now for the first time is pointed out as
the commanding officer. Not being able to effect any thing peaceably, we
informed Colonels Bradburn and Souverin that we would try what virtue
there was in force, made our bows and returned to our camp, where we
reported the result of our mission.

Thus matters remained until the following day, when some skirmishing
took place, but resulted in no loss or injury. Several attempts were made
to draw the enemy out, but without success. On the third day it was deter-
mined to send a detachment to take a position opposite and within rifle-shot
of the fort. For this purpose the ground was examined and found practicable.
By marching under the river bank, the detachment would be covered, and
reach the position assigned. The bank at that point being high, completely
covered the detachment from the fire of the fort. While arrangements were
being made with this view, John A, Williams solicited an interview, which
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was granted. After expressing his regret at the turn things had taken, he
stated that he had accompanied Colonel Souverin from Matamoras ; that he
had had frequent conversations with him; and that he was devoted to the
cause espoused by Santa Anna, and was using his influence with the garrison
at Anahuac to declare for Santa Anna ; that he had been assured by Colonel
Souverin that he was disposed to accommodate the citizens, and that present
difficulties could be amicably and satisfactorily arranged through commis-
sioners. Williams, although strongly suspected of being favorable to Brad-
burn, manifested such zeal and honesty that the Texans agreed to appoint
commissioners to meet those of the Fort at a time and place agreed upon
(Wm. Hardin’s). The commissioners on our part were Captains John Austin,
Hugh B. Johnson, and Wyly Martin. Terms having been agreed upon, they
were made known to the command. They were not such as had been
expected, and gave a good deal of dissatisfaction on account of the want of
confidence in Mexican faith. Captain Martin assured the command that he
had the utmost confidence in their good faith ; that no one wearing an epau-
let would be base enough to forieit his plighted honor. This reconciled
most of the men. The command was then ordered to march to Taylor
White’s, on Turtle Bayou, and there await the arrival of the commissioners
and the Texan prisoners. A small party—from fifteen to thirty—remained
with the commissioners. At an early hour the next day, firing was heard in
the direction of Anahuac, and very soon after, an express arrived and informed
us that the Mexicans had refused to comply with the terms agreed upon, and
were marching out to attack the small party in Anahuac. The command
was immediately put under marching order, and had advanced within some
two miles when they were met by the commissioners and their small party
retreating in good order.

The enemy being in position, and occupying a piece of woodland, and
with artillery to cover their lines, it was deemed prudent not to attack them
under such disadvantageous circumstances. ‘The command was faced about
and marched back to Turtle Bayou. After consulation, a meeting was called
and its object stated, whereupon a committee’ was appointed to draw up a
preamble and resolutions declaratory of the. wrongs and abuses committed
by the chief magistrate of the nation and his minions, the military ; and also
of the determination of Texas to repel further aggressions by the military,
and to maintain their rights under the constitution of 1824. The committee
having performed this duty, the preamble and resolutions were unanimously
adopted by the meeting. Thus thislittle band boldly proclaimed their rights,
and a determination to defend them, and called upon all Texas to join them.

In the evening of the same day we marched up to Dunman’s. Here it
was determined that Captain John Austin, Geo. B. McKinstry, and others,
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should proceed to Brazoria, for the purpose of raising men and getting artil-
lery and munitions, all of which were to be transported by water, and landed at
some suitable point near Anahuac. Colonel William Pettus and Robert M.
Williamson were sent to San Felipe, for the purpose of raising and forward-
ing men. In the meantime, the small force left in the field, were to occupy
such positions as would enable us to watch the movements of the enemy, and,
if occasion offered, to strike a blow. From Dunman’s we took a position at
Mosses Spring, where, in a few days after, we were joined by Captain Abner
Kuykendall and his company, of from forty to sixty men from Austin’s Col-
ony. Small parties were daily arriving. Thus reinforced, we marched for-
ward again, and took up a position at Dunman's, where we were further
reénforced by parties from Austin’s Colony, and from Bevil’s Settlement, on
the Neches. Thus again we were enabled to resume offensive measures,
and only awaited the arrival of artillery to march upon Anahuac. Under
this state of things, and at this point, we were visited by commissioners from
the camp of Colonel Piedras, who had marched with a part of his forces,
from Nacogdoches, on a call from Colonel Bradburn. The .conference with
the commissioners resulted in nothing more than the information that Col-
onel Piedras was encamped some twenty miles north of Liberty. The com-
missioners were informed of our objects and wishes, and an agreement to
meet again, on a day named, at James Martin’s, near Liberty.

With the enemy in our front and rear, it was determined to take up a
stronger position, and, accordingly, we were marched to Mosses Spring. On
the day appointed, the commissioners of Piedras were met at Martin’s.
Not being able to agree upon anything satisfactory and -definite, the com-
missioners were directed to say to Colonel Piedras that we would meet him
at or near his camp on a certain day, but that, in the meantime, he was not
to move forward or backward, as in either event it would be held hostile, and
and put an end to further negotiation.

With a view to prevent a junction of the two forces, it was determined to
take up a position near Martin’s, where we could more effectually prevent
such a union, and, if need be, fight them in detail. Before leaving Mosses
we received news, by express, of the battle of Velasco.

On the day appointed, Francis W. Johnson, Captain Randal Jones, and
James Lindsay, as commissioners, and Captain Francis Adams, as inter-
preter, met Colonel Piedras and his commissioners near their camp. The
conference was conducted with all that politeness and courtesy characteristic
of the Mexican gentleman, We were not-long in agreeing on terms, which
were, that the prisoners should at once be released and delivered over to the
Alcalde of Liberty ; that Bradburn should be put under arrest, and the com-
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mand given to the next senior officer. Colonel Piedras accompanied us,
that evening, to Captain George Orr’s, where he spent the night.

The next morning, Colonel Piedras, accompanied by the Alcalde, Hugh
B. Johnson, passed our encampment. Being notified of their approach, the
troops were drawn up in line and saluted them. In the evening of that day,
they arrived at Anahuac, where, the next morning, he was to release and
turn over the Texan prisoners to the Alcalde. Bradburn was put under
arrest soon after the arrival of Colonel Piedras. During the night an at-
tempt, it is believed, was made on the life of the Alcalde and William H#8din
by some of Bradburn’s creatures. Johnson escaped with no clothing or
covering but pants, shirt, and socks, and arrived at our camp at an early
hour in the morning. Hardin arrived later on the same day. The arrival
of these two men and under the circumstances, created great excitement and
distrust. A company, under Captain Peyton R. Splane, was ordered out on
the réad to Anahuac, to watch the movements of the enemy, and another
detachmient in the direction of Piedras’ camp, with orders to report at the
camp to be established on the avest side of Trinity, near Duncan’s Ferry,
The reports, made the following day, show how groundless were the excite-
ment and fears of the preceding day. Colonel Piedras complied, to the letter,
with his agreement, and the Texan prisoners, once more admitted to enjoy
the free air and light of heaven, were greeted by their countrymen as they
wended their way to Martin's.

Thus ended the Anahuac campaign, and the citizen soldiers. returned to
their respective homes. Yours respectfully, F. W. Jounson.

[We should here remark, that, at Colonel Johnson’s request, we have
submitted the above account, given by him, to several of those who partiei-
pated in that first campaign, that subsequently led to the Texas revolution,
and have received the fullest assurance that. the facts are all correctly stated.
We take pleasure in adding that we have the promise of Colonel Johnson
that he will furnish us, for a subsequent number. of our Almanac, a more full
and detailed account, not only of all the events of the Anahuac campaign,
but of other subsequent campaigns in which he participated.—Zd. Zexas
Almanac.]
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VI
BATTLE OF VELASCO IN 1832.—FULL PARTICULARS.

BY A PARTICIPANT,
(From the Texas Almanac, 1873.)

For over two years previous to the battle of Velasco, the Mexican author-
ities had been engaged in surrounding the colonists with a cordon of mili-
tary posts, but in so secret and cautious a manner as not to arouse suspicion
or lead the colonists to suspect their real intention.

In addition to the old forts at Bexar and La Bahia, they had erected one
on the Brazos, above the settlements, called Tenoxtitlan, and at Nacog-
doches ; one at Anahuac, and one at Velasco. To each of these were sent,
alternately, reinforcements in small numbers. Early in 1832, Colonel Brad-
burn, in command at Anahuac, openly developed the object of these military
posts by the arrest and imprisonment of W. B. Travis, Patrick C. Jack, and
Munroe Edwards, and that too upon the most frivolous pretexts. The news
of this act of tyranny soon spread through the settlements on the Trinity
and Brazos, producing great excitement. Meetings were held at San Felipe,
Brazoria, and at other poiats on the Trinity.

In the meeting at Brazoria it was thought to be unsafe for the men to
leave their families in a defenseless condition, with the avowed intention of
attacking Bradburn, at Anahuac, while Ugartichea was strongly fortified at
Velasco, with a garrison of about one hundred and fifty soldiers, who might
at any moment, in order to save Bradburn, fall upon the defenseless settle-
ments, and destroy them. Under such circumstances, prudence dictated the
pecessity of an understanding with Ugartichea, and to obtain from him a
pledge that he would neither interrupt the settlements, nor send reinforce-
ments to Bradburn to assist him to repel the intended attack upon him; but
if a satisfactory pledge could not be obtained from him, to attack him at
once and drive him from Velasco, and then unite in the attack on Anahuac.
He gave the pledge, and so for the time was not interrupted.

This arrangement being satisfactory, a company was soon raised to pro-
ceed, with all possible despatch, for Anahuac. The names still remembered
of that small band are—John Austin, W. D. C. Hall, William S. Hall,
Thomas Chadowin, and William J. Russell, the latter the only survivor.

By the time this company reached the Trinity, they were joined by others.
Of these were Wyley Martin, F. W. Johnson, and R. M. Williamson ; soon
after this, and upon reaching the immediate vicinity of Anahuac, an organi-
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-zation was had, and F. W. Johnson was elected captain, and W. D. C. Hall
first lieutenant. Captain Johnson took possession of an old barrack, which
Bradburn occupied before moving into his new brick fort, and at once began
to operate, and that too in a2 manner that he was not prepared for. On one
occasion two of Captain Johnson’s men, William J. Russell and a man by
the name of Morrison, crawled over an open prairie for some two hundred
yards to a point very near the fort, where they discovered two Mexican soldiers
standing together under a lone tree very near the fort. These two men
approached to about forty yards of the soldiers, and, after taking a careful
aim, both fired—Russell with a long, heavy musket, charged with fifteen
heavy buckshot, and Morrison with a rifle—and then and there, in the
month of May, 1832, the germ of liberty for Texas was planted ; then and
there the first blood was spilt, and as it is a historical fact, it may not be
improper to state that William J. Russell and Morrison are entitled to
whatever credit may attach to this act. Captain Jobnson having no means
of a direct assault, or an assault on the fort, moved his command up to
Turtle Bayou, about six miles from Anahuac, and there it was that the meet-
ing was had, not on the 13th of June, 1831, as per Yoakum, but in the month
of May, 1832. In this meeting it was decided to send to Brazoria for, rein-
forcements, and to get some cannon, not from Velasco, as per Yoakum, but a
few small pieces that were known to be at Brazoria. John Austin and Wil-
liam J. Russell were selected for that purpose, and started immediately.

On arriving at Brazoria, they found that Ugartichea had broken his pledge
by sending assistance to Bradburn, and in addition had created fears of vio-
lence among the citizens. A meeting was called immediately; when it was
determined to attack Velasco, and a call for volunteers was made for that
purpose, intending, so soon as Velasco was disposed of, to raise recruits and
return to Anahuac, if necessary; but by the time this was accomplished,
Bradburn had given up his prisoners and abandoned the fort. Colonel
Piedras had been compelled to abandon Nacogdoches, and retired toward
Bexar ; and the garrison at Tenoxtitlan left for the same point, and so all
these matters were out of the way for the time being. Volunteers for the
attack on Velasco soon reached an amount believed to be sufficient, but not
one of whom had ever been in a battle. An organization was effected, placing
John Austin in command, and William J. Russell second in command, and
to the immediate command, of a fine large schooner, then lying at mooring
(Yoakum says, a schooner lying aground above the post was dislodged and
set afloat, and from whence. he derived this information it would be difficult
to tell), which belonged to Captain John G. Rowland. This gentlemen. had
engaged in the trade to Texas, and built this vessel for that purpose, and
named her Brazoria.
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At this juncture of time, Captain Rowland was absent on a trip to San
Felipe, and the vessel was pressed for the attack on Velasco and used for
that purpose. Volunteers were called for to man the vessel, and a sufficient
number was soon obtained ; but of them all there were but two besides the
captain who knew one rope from another. The mate of the vessel under
Captain Rowland, a Northern man, offered his services to Captain Russell,
so far as to assist in “ working ” her down tb a point near the post, with the
understanding that he was not to be called on to take any part in the hattle,
giving as a reason that he was a poor man with a large family dependent on
him for support.

This was agreed to, and his services were very valuable. There were three
small pieces of cannon at Brazoria, which were put on board the vessel, and
one on board belonging to her, and with these a move was made down the
river for the fort, some twenty-five or thirty miles distant. Captain Austin
proceeded by land with the main force. The two divisions met at what was
known as Calvert’s Labor, on the river about two miles above the fort, where
final preparations were made for the attack.

The plan and structure of the fort were well understood, of circular form,
built of logs and sand, with strong stakes, sharpened, and placed close to-
gether, all around the embankment ; in the center stood a bastion, in height
considerably above the outer wall, on the top of which was mounted a long
nine-pounder, worked on a pivot, and around which, on the top of the bastion,
was a parapet wall made of wood, about two feet in height. This parapet,
while affording protection to the men working the gun, prevented the
depression of the gun so as to operate on any object in close proximity to the
fort. All this was well known to the attacking party, and corresponding
arrangements were made to save them from the destructive effects of this
bastion gun. In-order to do this, a lot of thick, heavy plank was procured
from William H. Wharton, which were strongly battened together, in width
about four feet, and which, it was believed, would afford protection against
any arms in the fort except the bastion gun. These, together with such tools
as were necessary for ditching and forming embankments, etc., were carried
by hand.

Finally, just at night, 25th of June, 1832, a general move was made, with
the understanding between the principal officers that, at a point just below
the mouth of East-Union Bayou, a final interview was to be had. To this
end, after bringing the vessel to anchor at the point proposed, the captain
went on shore for the contemplated ‘interview.. The plan of attack was:
The vessel should. take position.as near as possible to the fort, and open
and keep up a fire on it, so ‘as to direct the attention of the garrison from
the point where the main attack was to be made; this was accomplished



TEXAS SCRAP-BOOK. 33

after great labor and risk, owing to a strong south-easterly wind and rapid
current, against both of which she had to contend. Auxiliary to this, and
for a like purpose, Captain Henry Brown, with his company, took a posi-
tion on the south-east side of the fort, and, concealed among the drift-wood,
opened fire on the fort. From these two points—the schooner, and Captain
Brown—so constant a fire was poured into the fort that they, seemed to have
no idea that anything else was in store for them. At the proper time, Cap-
tain Austin moved with his division, carrying the breastworks as above
described, with tools, etc.  Strict orders had been issued for every man to
empty his gur during the march, and performing all necessary labor, all of
which was carefully explained to the men, and that the most perfect silence
should be observed.

He reached the point proposed, thirty-one yards from the fort, at which it
was well known the bastion gun could not be made to bear upon them.

The breastworks were placed as desired, which formed a line of about
sixty feet, and all went cheerfully to work making a ditch, and throwing up
an embankment behind and against the wooden works, feeling perfectly con-
fident that before daylight they would be strongly fortified, at which time—
daylight—and not before, the fire was to open on the fort.

The work progressed with entire satisfaction, and was well-nigh com-
pleted, with po suspicion in the fort of the danger that awaited them from
this point, until just about midnight, when a man, by name Edward Robinson,
who had contrary to orders kept the charge in his gun, caught it up and fired
at the fort. In a moment a blaze of fire opened upon that position. It was
well known by the attacking party that there was mounted on the wall of the
fort a small piece of artillery facing the point of their approach, but it was
believed that the wooden breastwork was of sufficient thickness to protect
those behind them. This proved quite a mistake. Very much damage was
done by this small gun, the balls often passing through the planks, inflicting
death or wounds. The man Robinson, who gave the alarm, was the first
man killed.

There was but Jittle firing from the attacking party until after daylight.
So soon, however, as it was light enough to use the rifle, the fire was so
destructive that but little return was made from the fort. The contest con-
tinued until about eight o’clock A. M., 26th June, when a very heavy fall of
rain at once put a stop to all operations from that point, and nothing but a
retreat could save them, leaving the dead, seven in number, where they fell.
All the wounded succeeded in getting off, and, surprising to tell, not one of
the retreating party was touched by the grape and canister shot that fell
thick and fast among them, so soon as the bastion gun could bear upon them,

A number of the retreating party, responding to the call of Captain Rus-
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sell, who had climbed nearly to the mast-head that he might be the better
heard, came on board the vessel ; among whom were Captain Austin and
Henry Smith, the. latter having an ugly but not dangerous wound in the head.
These were all properly cared for, there being a physician and stores on
board the vessel.

Very little use was made of the artillery after daylight, as by that time the
ammunition for them was well-nigh exhausted ; enough was reserved to pro-
tect her from an assault should this be attempted from the fort, it being impos-
sible to moor her, as during the night her moorings had been shot away, and
she had drifted on the bank at full tide, where she lay hard upon the ground.
A brisk and, no doubt, fatal fire was kept up, however, with rifles—the dis-
tance being only one hundred and sixty-nine yards from the schooner to the
bastion gun in the fort—to assure the enemy that the contest was not yielded,
notwithstanding the retreat, in a shattered condition, of the forces from the
principal point of attack. The only serious damage done on board the vessel
by the post was, that during the night a nine-pound shot passed through her
side, striking the mate (who, as per agreement, had retired, as was supposed,
to a place of safety) just between his shoulders, passing entirely through him.
His death was instantaneous.

The rifle fire was continued from the vessel until ten A. M., when a white
flag was hoisted in the fort. This was a welcome sight to those on board the
vessel, and was readily responded to. Captain Austin, who was in the cabin
enjoying a refreshing and much-needed sleep, was called to the deck. At
this time two officers were seen approaching the vessel under a white flag.

Captain Austin dispatched William H. Wharton and William J. Russell to
meet them, to communicate the terms of capitulation which had been agreed
upon, if this was the desire or object of the flag of truce. Terms of capitula-
tion were soon settled, ond the garrison allowed to return, and thus this
initial movement against tyranny was rewarded by a most signal triumph,
and that too at a comparatively small sacrifice. Not a soldier was left east
of the San Antonio River, and the colonists were left to enjoy peace until
the more important movements of 1835, which led to the independence of
Texas. '

Note.—A subscription was immediately circulated and a respectable
amount of money was raised—the amount not remembered—and given to
Captain Rowland, to be handed by him to the family of his mate, who was
unfortunately killed on board the vessel.
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VIL
THE CELEBRATED INDIAN FIGHT OF 1831.

(Compiled from Mrs. Holly's Texas.)

ON the 2d day of November, 1831, Rezin P. Bowie, James Bowie, David
Buchanan, Robert Armstrong, Jesse Wallace, Mathew Doyle, Cephas Hamm,
James Coriell, Thomas McCaslin, and two servant boys, Charles and Gon-
zales, set out from San Antonio to search for the old silver mines at the
San Saba Mission. “On the nineteenth,” says Rezin P. Bowie, whose narra-
tion we quote, “ we fell in with two Comanche Indians, and a Mexican, who
informed us that we were followed by one hundred and twenty-four Twowo-
kana and Waco Indians, and forty Caddoes, who were determined to have
our scalps. We were at this time within thirty miles of the old San Saba fort,
to which place we determined to press forward the same day. Our horses’
feet being sore, we .did not reach the fort, and made choice of a cluster of
live-oak, thirty or forty in number, as a camping place for the night. To
the north of these trees was a thicket of oak bushes, and near by was a
stream of water. The surrounding country was an open prairie. We
were at this time six miles distant from the San Saba fort. We prepared
ourselves for defense as well as we could, by clearing away the inside of the
thicket, and going in there with our horses, thereby concealing ourselves, as
well as having the protection of the dense undergrowth in case of sudden
attack. Nothing occurred during the night, and early in the morning we were
about resuming our journey, when we discovered the Indians following us,
about two hundred yards distant. Instantly the cry was  All hands to arms!”
We dismounted, and tied our horses to the trees. The Indians gave the war-
whoop, and commenced stripping for the fight. The disparity in numbers
was so enormous, one hundred and sixty to eleven, that I was deputed to go
toward them and try to compromise rather than fight. Accordingly I, with
Buchanan, proceeded to within forty yards of them, and in their own tongue
asked them to send out their own chief to talk. They replied, “ How de do,”
“How de do,” and at once fired a volley of buckshot at us, which broke
Buchanan’s leg. This salutation I answered by a discharge from my double-
barrel gun, and taking my companion’s arm started back. They now opened
a heavy fire upon us, and eight of their number pursued us to cut us off.
When they were close upon us, our friends rushed forward and gave them a
volley which killed four of their number, and sent the others howling back.
We now discovered on a hill behind us, and within sixty yards, a large body
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of Indians, who with loud yells, opened a heavy fire upon us, their chief
urging them to the charge in a loud voice. Our guns wére at this moment
all empty, except Mr. Hamm’s. James Bowie cried out, * Who is loaded ? ”
“I am,” responded Mr. Hamm, and he fired at the chief, breaking his leg
and killing his horse. He fell and was immediately picked up and borne
off by his warriors. The whole body then retreated behind the hill out of
sight. Again they approached, under the leadership of another chief, and
opened upon us with bows and arrows, as well as bullets. This time, James
Bowie’s rifle brought their leader from his horse, and he was at once picked
up and borne off by six or eight warriors. While defending ourselves from
these attacks, a party of Caddoes had, by creeping along under the bank of
the stream, succeeded in getting within forty yards of us, and poured a volley
from their rifles, which severely wounded Doyle. As he cried out, McCaslin
rushed to the spot, shouting *“ Where is the Indian that shot Doyle?” and
at the same instant, while raising his gun, he fell mortally wounded. Arm-
strong cried out, “ Where is the Indian that shot McCaslin?” and on the
instant a bullet cut away a part of his gun-stock. Our enemies had now
surrounded us, and the firing was general from behind rocks, trees, and bushes.
We made a rush from the trees, and gained the thicket before spoken of. This
afforded us partial shelter, as we could see our enemies through the under-
growth, while they could not see us. They now suffered severely from our
rifles, losing four or five men at every discharge, while they could only fire at
us at random, not seeing us. Finding they could not dislodge us from the
thicket, they resorted to the alternative of burning us out. They set fire to
the dry grass of the prairie to the windward of us. At this fearful moment
we saw no chance of escape. The fire was coming toward us, impelled by a
high wind, and leaping high in the air. What could we do? We must either
be burned up alive, or rush into the prairie to be killed by the savages. At
the same time their yells rent the air, and they fired volley after volley into
our covert. We held a hurried consultation. Would they charge us under
the smoke ? The sparks were flying so thick that we could not open our
powder-horns to load our pieces without being blown up.  Should they charge
‘upon us, we agreed to give them one volley, then, standing together, to fight
them with our knives to the death. OQur thicket was now so much scorched
and thinned that it afforded little shelter ; and getting together into the cen-
ter of it, we hurriedly threw up around us our baggage, consisting of buffalo
robes, blankets, saddles, loose rocks, brush, etc., and stood ready to sell our
lives as dearly as possible. Meantime the fire had pretty much spent itself]
and the Indians, seeing us alive and still ready for fight, drew off without range
of our rifles, and held a council of war. During the respite thus afforded us,
we busied ourselves in piling up every thing movable we could find, behind
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which to shelter ourselves. It was now night, and our enemies did not
seem inclined to renew the engagement that day. During the night we heard
them wailing over their dead, and at daylight, they shot a mortally wounded
chief, which is a custom of theirs. Their dead and wounded they carried to
a cave in a mountain a mile distant, and there deposited them. After this,
though they hovered around us several days, they did not renew the battle.
Our loss was one man killed and three wounded ; theirs, as we afterwards
ascertained, was eighty-two killed and wounded.

We remained in our fortification eight days, and then, the coast being
clear, started for San Antonio, which we reached safely in twelve days.

VIIL
STORMING OF SAN ANTONIO DE BEXAR IN 183s.

(From the State Gazette, 1849.)

In December 1835, the Texan forces under General Burleson invested San
Antonio, then held by General Cos, with twelve or fifteen hundred regular troops.
It had been determined by the officers, after consultation, not to attempt
carrying the place by storm against the great odds, but to go into winter
quarters, At this juncture, a deserter from the town gave information that
the place was not as strong as had been represented, and he advised an
immediate attack. Colonel Ben Milam at once made a call for volunteers,
in these words: “Who will go with old Ben Milam into San Antonio?”
Officers and men, to the number of about four hundred, responded with a’
shout. General Burleson was requested to hold his position with the rest of
the army until the result of the attack should. be known, which he promised
to do. The attacking force was divided into two companies, the first under
command of Colonel Milam, assisted by Colonel Frank and Major Morris :
the second under the command of Colonel F. W, Johnson, assisted by Dr.
Grant and Colonel Austin. Arnold, Cook, and Maverick, and Deaf and John
W. Smith acted as guides. Colonel Neil was sent to make a feint on the Alamo,
which he did in good style, and then joined Milam in town. The attack was
made early on the morning of the sth of December, the signal being the dis-
charge of a cannon near the Alamo. The enemy wete unprepared. Their
bugle sounded a wild alarm, and their drums beat hastily to arms. Silently
cutting down the sentinels at their posts, the Texans entered the town amid
the roar of artillery, Grape-shot and musket fell thick around them, doing
but little execution, as they had got near enough to be sheltered by the walls of
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the houses. Having effected an entrance, the desperate fight was waged from
house to house, by making holes through the soft adobe walls, and dislodg-
ing the enemy, driving him before them step by step, and street after street.
We proceed in the language of the narrator.

“The order was given for fifteen or twenty men to take possession
of the roofs of some houses ; ten succeeded in gaining the roof, but it was a
hot berth, for the enemy poured 4 deadly fire upon us, killing and wounding
several. In the main plaza, or public square, was a large church, in the
cupola of which was a | arty of the enemy’s sharp-shooters, who were picking
us off. The weather being very cold, and a stiff norther blowing, we had
great difficulty in loading our rifles, as the wind blew the powder away. At
this moment, Deaf Smith, the spy of the army, the Harvey Birch of Texas,
appeared upon the roof of the house where we were, but as he raised himself
up and shouted to us the order to come on, he received a ball in the shoulder
which disabled him. There were now but five men remaining of the ten who
had mouunted the roof, and finding that it was certain death to remain in that
position, we attempted to return to the ground. We soon cut a hole through
the roof large enough to admit of a man’s body, and placing myself in my
blanket, I requested my comrades to lower me through the opening into the
house. Down I went, holding on tight, as I did not know how far it was to
the bottom. It was an uncomfortable position to be in, but my friends did not
leave me long to my apprehensions, for the blanket slipping through their
grasp, down I went ten or twelve feet into the middle of a fire which was
burning on a dirt floor, scattering embers and ashes in all directions.
Jumping up, the first thing that met my gaze was a Mexican officer about
to make an attack upon me, but jerking a pistol from my belt, I fired at him
before my somewhat disordered faculties assured me that my foe was not an
officer, but an officer’s uniform hanging in such a position as to resemble one.
My friends hearing the report, supposed it to be a gone case with me, but
their fears being relieved, they joined me in the room below, from which the
late occupant had evidently beat a hasty and undressed retreat.” Then the
fight continued from house to house, and from street to street, for five days,
the loss of the assaulting party being comparatively small. On the 7th, the
brave Milam, while leading a charge, was instantly killed by a rifle ball in the
head, from a sharp-shooter. The impetuous Captain Thomas Wm. Ward,
also, lost a leg in the fight. On the night of the gth, a combined attack
was made upon the priest’s house and other buildings upon the public
square, and after 2 determined resistance, the enemy retreated and fled pre-
cipitately across the river to the Alamo, where they afterward capitulated.

By this affair General Cos and twelve hundred Mexican troops, together
with a large quantity of army stores and munitions of war, fell into our hands.
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IX.
HISTORICAL REMINISCENCES.

MEMORIAL FROM THE TEXAS CONVENTION OF APRIL, 1833.

To THE GENERAL CONGRESS OF THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES:

The inhabitants of Texas, by their representatives elect, in convention
assembled, would respectfully approach the National Congress, and present
this their Memorial, praying that the union which was established between
Coahuila and Texas, whereby the two ancient provinces were incorporated
into one free and independent State, under the name of Coahuila and Texas,
may be dissolved, abrogated, and perpetually cease ; and thdt the inhabitants
of Texas may be authorized to institute and establish a separate State govern-
ment, which shall be in accordance with the Federal Constitution, and the
Constitutive Act: and that the State so constituted shall be received and in-
corporated into the great Confederation of Mexico, on terms of equality
with the other States of the Union.

To explain the grounds of this application, your memorialists would
respectfully invite the attention of the General Congress to the following
considerations :

The consolidation of the late Provinces of Coahuila and Texas was, in its
nature, provisional, and in its intention, temporary.

The decree of the Sovereign Constituent Congress, bearing date May 7th,
1824, contemplates a separation, and guarantees to Texas the right of hav-
ing a State government whenever she may be in a condition to ask for the
same. That decree provides that “ so soon as Texas shall be in a condition to
figure as a State of itself, it shall inform Congress thereof for its resolution.”
The implication conveyed by this clause is plain and imperative, and vests in
Texas as perfect a right as language can convey ; unless it can be presumed
that the Sovereign Constituent Congress, composed of the venerable fathers
of the Republic, designed to amuse the good people of Texas by an illusory
and disingenuous promise, clothed in all the solemnity of a legislative enact-
ment. Your memorialists have too high a veneration for the memory of that
illustrious body t6 entertain any apprehensions that such a construction will
be given to their acts by their patriotic successors, the present Congress of
Mexico. The decree is dated anterior to the adoption of the Federal Consti-
tution, and therefore, by a clear and fundamental principle of law and of justice,
it obviates the necessity of recurring to the correspondent provision in the
soth article of that instrument, which requires ¢ the ratification of three-fourths
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of the other States” in order “to form a new State out of the limits of those
that already exist.” And it assures to Texas, by all the sanctity of a legis
lative promise, in which the good faith of the Mexican nation is pledged, au
exemption from the delays and uncertainties that must result from such mul-
tiplied legislative discussion and resolution. To give to the Federal Constitu-
tion, which is the paramount law of the land, a retrospective operation, would
establish a precedent that might prove disastrous to the whole system of the
nation’s jurisprudence, and subversive of the very foundations of the gov-
ernment,

The authority of precedent is decidedly in favor of the position which your
memorialists would respectfully sustain before the General Congress. By the
Constitutive Act, adopted 31st of January, 1824, Coahuila, New Leon, and
Texas were joined together, and denominated ‘“ the Internal Eastern State.”
By a law passed by the Constituent Congress on the 7th of May, 1824, that
union was dissolved, and the province of New Leon was admitted into the
confederacy as an independent State. It is on the second article of this law
that the people of Texas now predicate their right to a similar admission.
The Constitutive Act above mentioned consolidated the late provinces of Chi-
huahua, Durango, and Mew Mexico, under the style of ¢ the Internal Northern
State ;” and on the 22d day of May, 1824, a summary law decreed, that ¢ Du-
rango should form a state of the Mexican federation,” and she was admitted
accordingly. The same privilege was extended to Chihuahua, by a decree of
the 6th of July of the same year. ‘- These conjunct provinces stood, at the
period of their separation, in precisely the same relation to the Federal gov-
ernment that Texas and Coahuila occupy now. They have been separated
and erected into free and independent States in a summary manner, and the
same right was guaranteed to Texas “ whenever she should be in a condition
to accept it.” The other case of Sonora and Sinaloa is materially variant in
matter of fact. Those provinces were originally incorporated into the confed-
eration as one State, without any antecedent condition or guarantee ; and, at
the adoption of the present constitution, they justly became liable to all the
forms and restrictions prescribed in that national pact.

We would further suggest to the honorable Congress, that the present
juncture is peculiarly felicitous for dispensing with interminable and vexa-
tious forms. The Federal government is wisely employed in adopting impor-
tant organic improvements, and aiming at a salutary renovation of the polit-
ical system. The disasters of an eventful civil convulsion are yielding to the
regenerating influences of domestic concord and improved experience ; and
every department of the confederacy is open to such needful modifications as
the wisdom of the renewed Congress may designate. Texas solicits, as her
portion in the general reformation, to be disenthralled from her unhappy con-
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nection with Coahuila ; and she avails herself of this opportunity, by means
of her chosen delegates, who are the authorized organs of the people, to.com-
municate “to the General Corigress ” that she is now “in a situation to figure
as a State of herself,” and is profoundly solicitous that she may be permitted
to do so.

The General Congress may possibly consider the mode of this communica-
tion as informal. To this suggestion, we would, with great deference, reply,
that the events of the past year have not only violated the established forms
and etiquette of the government, but have suspended, at least, its vital func-
tions ; and it would appear exceedingly rigorous to exact from the inhabitants
of Texas, living on a remote frontier of the republic, a minute conformity to
unimportant punctilios. The ardent desire of the people is made known to
the Congress through their select representatives, the most direct and un-
equivocal medium by which they can possibly be conveyed.” And surely, the
enlightened Congress will readily concur with us in the sentiment, that the
wishes and the wants of the people form the best rule for legislative guid-
ance. The people of Texas consider it not only an absolute right, but a
most sacred and imperative duty to themselves and to the Mexican nation to
represent their wants in a respectful manner to the general government; and
to solicit the best remedy of which the nature of their grievances will admit.
Should they utterly fail in this duty, and great and irremediallle evils ensue,
the people would have reason to reproach themselves alone ; and the General
Congress, in whom the remedial power resides, would also have reason to cen-
sure *".eir supineness and want of fidelity to the nation. Urder this view, we
trust the Congress will not regard with excessive severity any slight depar-
ture which the good people of Texas may, in this instance, have made from
the ordinary formalities of the government.

And we would further suggest to the equitable consideration of the Federal
Congress that, independent of and anterior to the express guarantee contained
in the decree of the 7th of May, 1824, the right of having a separate State
government was vested in and belonged to Texas, by the fact that she partici-
pated as a distinct province in the toils and sufferings by which the glorious
emancipation of Mexico was achieved, and the present happy form of govern-
ment was established. The subsequent union with Coahuila was a temporary
compact, induced by a supposed expediency, arising from the want of an ade-
quate population on the part of Texas ““to figure as a State of itself.” This
inducement was transient in its nature, and the compact, like all similar agree-
ments, is subject to abrogation at the will of either party, whenever the design
of its creation is accomplished, or is ascertained to be impracticable. The
obvious design of the union between Coahuila and Texas was, on one part at
least, the more effectually to secure the peace, safety, and happiness of Texas.
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That design has not been accomplished ; and facts piled upon facts afford a
melancholy surplusage of evidence that it is utterly impracticable. Texas
never has, and never can, derive from the connection benefits in any wise com-
mensurate with the evils she has sustained, and which are daily incteasing in
number and in magnitude.

But our reasons for desiring the proposed separation are more explicitly
set forth in the subjoined remarks.

The history of Texas, from its earliest settlement to the present time, ex-
hibits a series of practical neglect and indifference to all her peculiar interests
on the part of each successive government which has bad the control of her
political destinies. The recollection of these things is calculated to excite the
most pungent regrets for the past, and the most painful forebodings for the
future. Under the several regal dominations, Texas presented the spectacle
of a province profusely endowed by nature, abandoned and consigned to
desolation by the profligate avariciousness of a distant despot. The tyrants of
Spain regarded her only as a convenient barrier to the mines of the adjacent
provinces ; and the more waste and depopulated she was, the more effectually
she answered their selfish and unprincipled purpose. Her agricultural re-
sources were either unknown or esteemed of no value to a government anx-
ious only to sustain its wasting magnificence by the silver and gold wrung
from the prolific bosom of Mexico. To foster the agricultural interests of any
portion of her splendid viceroyalty, or of her circumjacent conquests, was
never the favorite policy of Spain. To bave done so, would have nurtured
in her remote dominions a hardy and industrious population of yeomanry—
the peculiar dread of tyrants and the best assurance of a nation’s indepen-
dence.

It was natural, then, that the royal miscreants of Spain should regard
Texas with indifference, if not with a decided and malignant aversion to her
improvement. But it would be both unnatural and erroneous to attribute
similar motives to the paternal government of independent, confederate, re-
publican Mexico. She can have no interest adverse to the common weal, can
feel no desire to depress the agricultural facilities of any portion of her com-
mon territory, and can entertain no disquieting jealousies that should prompt
her to dread the increase or to mar the prosperity of any portion of her agri-
cultural population. These are the best, the broadest, and the most durable
basis of free institutions.

We must look to other causes, therefore, for the lamentable negligence
that has hitherto been manifested toward the prosperity of Texas. The fact
of such negligence is beyond controversy. The melancholy effects of it are
apparent, both in her past and present condition. The cause must exist
somewhere. We believe it is principally to be found in her political annexa-
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tion to Coahuila. That conjunction was, in its origin, unnatural and con-
strained, and the longer it is continued the more disastrous it will prove.
The two territories are disjunct in all their prominent respective relations. 1In
point of locality, they approximate by a strip of sterile and useless territory,
which must long remain a comparative wilderness, and present many serious
embarrassments to that facility of intercourse which should always exist
between the seat of government and its remote population. In respect to
commerce, and its various and intricate relations, there is no communion
of interests between them. The one is altogether fnzerior—is consequently
abstracted from all direct participation in maritime concerns, and is naturally
indifferent, if not adverse, to any system of polity that is calculated to pro-
mote the diversified and momentous interests of commerce. The other is
blest with many natural advantages for extensive commercial operations, which,
if properly cultivated, would render valuable accessions to the national
marine and a large increase to the national revenues. The importance of
an efficient national marine is evinced not only by the history of other and
older governments, but by the rich halo of glory which encircles the briet
annals of the Mexican navy. In point of climate and of natural productions,
the two territories are equally dissimilar. Coahuilais a pastoral and amining
country. Texas is characteristically an agricultutal district. The occupa-
tions incident to these various intrinsic properties are equally various and
distinct ; and a course of legislation that may be adapted to the encouragement
of the habitual industry of the one district might present embarrassment and
perplexity, and prove fatally deleterious to the prosperity of the other.

It is not needful, therefore, neither do we desire to attribute any sinister
ot invidious design to the legislative enactments or to the domestic eco-
nomical policy of Coahuila, (whose ascendency in the joint councils of the
State gives her an uncontrolled and exclusive power of legislation,) in order
to ascertain the origin of the evils that afflict Texas, and which, if longer per-
mitted to exist, must protract her feeble and dependent pupilage to a period
coeval with such existence. Neither is it important to Texas, whether those
evils have proceeded from a sinister policy in the predominant influences of
Coahuila, or whether they are the certain results of a union that is naturally
adverse to her interests. The effects are equally repugnant and injurious,
whether emanating from the one or the other.

Bexar, the ancient capital of Texas, presents a faithful but gloomy portrait
of her general want of protection and encouragement. Situated in a fertile,
picturesque, and beautiful region, and established a century and a half ago,
(within which period populous and magnificent cities have sprung into exist-
ence,) she exhibits only the decrepitude of age, the sad testimonials of the
absence of that political guardianship which a wise government should always
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bestow upon the feebleness of -its exposed frontier settlements. A hundred
and seventeen years have elapsed since Goliad and Nacogdoches assumed
the distinctive names of towns, and they are still entitled to the diminutive
appellations of villages only. Other military and missionary establishments
have been attempted, but, from the same defect of protection and encourage-
ment, they have been swept away, and scarce a vestige remains to rescue their
localities from oblivion.

We do not mean to attribute these specific disasters to the union with
Coahuila ; for we know they transpired long anterior to the consummatidn of
that union. But we do maintain that the same political causes, the same
want of protection and encouragement, the same mal-organization and impo-
tence of the local and miror faculties of the government, the same improvi-
dent indifference to the peculiar and vital interests of Texas, exist #ow, that
operated then : and like causes will produce like effects, a2 infinitum. Bexar
is still exposed to the depredations of her ancient enemies, the insolent, vin-
dictive, and faithless Comanches. Her citizens are still massacred, their
cattle destroyed or driven away, and their very habitations threatened, by a
tribe of erratic and undisciplined Indians, whose audacity has derived confi-
dence from success, and whose long continued aggressions have invested them
with a fictitious and excessive terror. Her schools are neglected, her churches
desolate ; the sounds of humran industry are almost hushed, and the voice of
gladness and festivity is converted into wailing and lamentations, by the dis-
heartening and multiplied evils which surround her defenseless population.
Goliad is still kept in constant trepidation ; is paral-zed in all her efforts for
improvement ; and is harassed on all her borders by the predatory incur-
sions of the Wacoes, and other insignificant bands of savages, whom a well-
organized local government would soon subdue or exterminate.

These are facts not of history merely, on which the imagination must
dwell with an unavailing melancholy ; they are events of the present day,
which the present generation feel in all their dreadful reality. And these
facts, revolting as they are, are as a fraction only in the stupendous aggregate
of our calamities. Our misfortunes do not proceed from Indian depredations
alone ; neither are they confined to a few isolated, impoverished, and almost
tenantless towns. They pervade the whole territory—operate upon the whole
population ; and are as diversified in character as our public interests and ne-
cessities are various. Texas, at large, feels and deplores an utter destitution
of the common benefits which have usually accrued from the worst system of
internal government that the patience of mankind ever tolerated. She is vir-
tually without a government—and if she is not precipitated into all the un-
speakable horrors of anarchy, it is only because there is a redeeming spirit
among the people which still infuses a moral energy into the miserable frag-
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ments of authority that exists among us. We are perfectly sensible that a
large portion of our population, usually denominated “ the colonists,” and
composed of Anglo-Americans, have been greatly calumniated before the
Mexican government. But could the honorable Congress scrutinize strictly
into our real condition ; could they see and understand the wretched confusion
in all the elements of government which we daily feel and deplore, our ears
would no longer be insulted, nor our feelings mortified, by the artful fictions
of hireling emissaries from abroad, nor by the malignant aspersions of disap-
pointed military commandants at home.

Ou- grievances d¢ not so much result from any positive misfeasance on
the part of the present State authorities, as from the total absence, or the very
feeble and inutile dispensation of those restrictive influences which it is the
appropriate design of the social compact to exercise upon the people, and
which are necessary to fulfil the ends of civil society. We complain more
of the want of a/l the important attributes of government, than of the abuses
of any. We are sensible that all human institutions are essentially imperfect.
But there are relative degrees of perfection in modes of government, as in
other matters, and it is both natural and right to aspire to that mode which is
most likely to acccomplish its legitimate purpose. This is wisely declared in
our present State constitution, to be “the happiness of the individuals who
compose it.” Ttis equally obvious that the happiness of the people is more
likely to be secured by a local than by a remote government. In the one
case, the governors are partakers in common with the governed, in all the
political evils which result to the community, and have therefore a personal
interest in so discharging their respective functions, as will best secure the
common welfare. In the other supposition, those vested with authority are
measurably exempt from the calamities that ensue an abuse of power, and
may very converiently subserve their own interests and ambition, while they
neglect or destroy “ the welfare of the associated.”

But independent of these general truths, there are some impressive
reasons why the peace and happiness of Texas demand a local government.
Constituting a remote frontier of the republic, and bordering on a powerful
nation, a portion of whose population, in juxtaposition to hers, is notoriously
profligate and lawless, she requires, in a peculiar and emphatic sense, the
vigorous application of such laws as are necessary, not only to the preserva-
tion of good order, the protection of property, and the redress of personal
wrongs, but such, also, as are essential to the prevention of illicit commerce,
to the security of the public revenues, and to the avoidance of serious col-
lision with the authorities of the neighboring republic. That such a judicial
administration is impracticable under the present arrangement, is too forcibly
illustrated by the past to admit of any rational hope for the future.
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It is an acknowledged principle in the science of jurisprudence, that the
prompt and certain infliction of mild and humane punishment is more
efficacious far the prevention of crime than a tardy and precarious adminis-
tration of the most sanguinary penal code. Texas is virtually denied the ben-
efit of this benevolent rule, by the locality and the character of her present
government. Crimes of the greatest atrocity may go unpunished, and hard-
ened criminals triumph in their iniquity, because of the difficulties and delays
which encumber her judicial system, and necessarily intervene between a
trial and a conviction, and the sentence and the execution of the law. Our
““supreme tribunal of justice ” holds its sessions upwards of seven hundred
miles distant from our central population; and that distance is greatly en-
larged, and sometimes made impassable, by the casualties incident to a mail
conducted by a single horseman through a wilderness often infested by
vagrant and murderous Indians. Before sentence can be pronounced by
the Jocal courts on persons charged with the most atrocious crimes, the copy
of the process must be transmitted to an assessor, resident at Leona Vicario,
who is too far removed from the scene of guilt to appreciate the importance
of a speedy decision, and is too much estranged from our civil and domestic
concerns to feel the miseries that result from a total want of legal protection
in person and property. But our difficulties do not terminate here. After
the assessor shall have found leisure to render his opinion, and final judgment
is pronounced, it again becomes necessary to resort to the capital, to submit
the tardy sentence to the supreme tribunal for ¢ approbation, revocation, or
modification,” before the judgment of the law can be executed. Here we
have again to encounter the vexations and delays incident to all governments,
where those who exercise its most interesting functions are removed by dis-
tance from the people on whom they operate, and for whose benefit the social
compact is created.

These repeated delays, resulting from the remoteness of our courts of
judicature, are pernicious in many respects. They involve heavy expenses,
which, in civil suits, are excessively onerous to litigants, and give to the rich
and influential such manifold advantages over the poor as operate to an
absolute exclusion pf the latter from the remedial and protective benefits of
the law. They offer seductive opportunities and incitements to bribery and
corruption, and endanger the sacred purity of the judiciary, which, of all the
branches of government, is most intimately associated with the domestic and
social happiness of man, and should therefore be, not only sound and pure,
but unsuspected of the venal infection. They present insuperable difficulties
to the exercise of the corrective right of recusation, and virtually nullify the
constitutional power of impeachment. In criminal actions they are no less
injurious. They are equivalent to a license to iniquity, and exert a dangerous
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influence on the moral feelings at large. Before the tedious process of the law
can be complied with, and the criminal, whose hands are perhaps imbrued in
a brother’s blood, be made to feel its retributive justice, the remembrance of
his crime is partially effaced from the public mind, and the righteous arbitra-
ment of the law, which, if promptly executed, would have received universal
approbation, and been a salutary warning to evil-doers, is impugned as vin-
dictive and cruel. The popular feeling is changed from a just indignation
of the crime into an amiable but-mistaken sympathy for the criminal ; and
by an easy and natural transition, is converted into disgust and disaffection
toward the government and its laws.

These are some of the evils that result from the annexation of Texas to
Coahuila, and the exercise of legislative and judicial powers by the citizens of
Coahuila over the citizens of Texas. The catalogue might be greatly enlarged ;
but we forbear to trespass on the time of the honorable Congress, confiding
to the worthy citizens who shall be charged with the high duty of presenting
this memorial, and the protocol of a constitution which the people of Texas
have framed, as the basis of their future government, the more explicit enun-
ciation of them. Those evils are not likely to be diminished, but they may
be exceedingly aggravated by the fact that that political connection was formed
without the cordial approbation of the people of Texas, and is daily becoming
more odious to them. Although it may have received their reluctant acqui-
escence in its inception, before its evil consequences were developed or fore-
seen, the arbitrary continuance of it now, after the experience of nine years
has demonstrated its ruinous tendencies, would invest it with some of the
most offensive features of usurpation. Your memorialists entertain an
assured confidence that the enlightened Congress of Mexico will never give
their high sanction to anything that wears the semblance of usurpation or of
arbitrary coercion.

The idea may possibly occur in the deliberations of the honorable Con-
gress, that a territorial organization would cure our political maladies, and
effectuate the great purposes which induce this application ; and plausible
reasons may be advanced in favor of it. But the wisdom of Congress will
readily detect the fallacy of these reasons, and the mischief consequent to
such vain sophistry. In this remote section of the republic a territorial
government must, of necessity, be divested of one essential and radical prin-
ciple in all popular institutions — the immediate responsibility of public
agents to the people whom they serve. The appointments to office woula,
in such case, be vested in the general government. And although such
appointments should be made with the utmost circumspection, the persons
appointed, when once arrayed in the habiliments of office, wouid be too far
removed from the appointing power to feel the restraints of a vigilant super-
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vision and a direct accountability. The dearest rights of the people might
be violated, the public treasures squandered, arid every vatiety of imposition
and iniquity practised, under the specious pretext of political necessity, which
the far distant government could neither detect nor control.

And we would further present, with great deference, that the institution
of a territorial government would confer upon us neither the form nor the
substance of our high guarantee. It would, indeed, diversify our miseries,
by opening new avenues to peculation and abuse of power; but it would
neither remove our difficulties nor place us in the enjoyment of our equal
and vested rights. The only adequate remedy that  our memorialists can
devise, and which they ardently hope the collective wisdom of the nation will
approve, is to be found in the establishment of a /ocal State government. We
believe that if Texas were endowed with the facilities of a State government,
she would be competent to remedy the many evils that now depress her
energies and frustrate every effort to develop and bring into usefulness the
natural. resources which a beneficent Providence has conferred upon her.
We believe that a local legislature, composed of citizens who feel and par-
ticipate in all the calamities which encompass us, would be enabled to enact
such conservative, remedial, and punitive laws, and so to organize and put
into operation the municipal and inferior authorities of the country, as would
inspire universal confidence; would encourage the immigration of virtuous
foreignérs ; prevent the ingress of fugitives from justice of other countries ;
check the alarming accumulation of ferocious Indians, whom the domestic
policy of the United States of the North is rapidly translating to our borders ;
would give impulse and vigor to the industry of the people ; secure a cheer-
ful subordination and a faithful adhesion to the State and general govern-
ments ; and would render Texas, what she ought to be, a strong arm of the
republic, a terror to foreign invaders, and an example of peace and prosperity,
of advancement in the arts and sciences, and of devotion to the Union, to
her sister States. We believe that an executive chosen from among ourselves
would feel a more intense interest in our political welfare, would watch with
more vigilance over our social concerns, and would contribute more effectu-
ally to the purposes of his appointment. We believe that a local judiciary,
drawn from the bosom of our own peculiar society, would be enabled to
administer the laws with more ¢nergy and promptitude ; to punish the dis-
obedient and refractory ; to restrain the viciousness of the wicked 4 to impart
confidence and security, both of person and property, to peaceable citizens ;
to conserve and perpetuate the general tranquillity of the State, and to render
a more efficient aid to the codrdinate powers of the Governmen( in carrying
into efféct the great objects of its institution. We believe that if Texas were
admitted to the Union as a separate State, she would soon “figure” as a
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brilliant star in the Mexican constellation, and would shed a new splendor
around the illustrious city of Montezuma. We believe she would contribute
largely to the national wealth and aggrandizement, would furnish new staples
for commerce and new materials for manufactures. The cotton of Texas
would give employment to the artisans of Mexico, and the precious metals,
which are now flowing into the coffers of England, would be retained at
home, to reward the industry and remunerate the ingenuity of native citizens.

The honorable Congress need not be informed that a large proportion of
the population of Texas is of foreign origin. They have been invited here
by the munificent liberality and plighted faith of the Mexican government;
and they stand pledged by every moral and religious principle, and by every
sentiment of honor, to requite that liberality, and to reciprocate the faithful
performance of the guarantee to “ protect their liberties, property, and civil rights,”’
by a cheerful dedication of their moral and physical energies to the advance-
ment of their adopted country. But it is also apparent to the intelligence of
the honorable Congress that the best mode of securing the permanent attach-
ment of such a population is to incorporate them into the federal system on
such equitable terms as will redress every grievance, remove every cause of
complaint, and insure not only an identity of interests, but an eventual blend-
ing and assimilation of all that is now foreign and incongruous. The infancy
of imperial Rome was carried to an early adolescence by the free and unre-
stricted admission of foreigners to her social compact. England never aspired
to “the dominion of the seas” until she had united the hardiness of Scotland
and the gallantry of Ireland to her native prowess. France derives her
greatness from the early combination of the Salii, the Frank, and the Bur-
gundian. And Mexico may yet realize the period when the descendants of
Montezuma will rejoice that their coalition with the successors of Fernando
Cortes has been strengthened and embellished by the adoption into their
national family of a people drawn by their own gratuitous hospitality from the
land of Washington and of freedom.

For these and other considerations, your memorialists would solemnly
invoke the magnanimous spirit of the Mexican nation, concentrated in the
wisdom and patriotism of the Federal Congress. And they would respect-
fully and ardently pray, that the honorable Congress would extend their
remedial power to this obscure section of the republic ; would cast around it
“the sovereign mantle of the nation,” and adopt it into a free and plenary
participation of that “ constitutional regime ” of equal sisterhood, which alone
can rescue it from the miseries of an ill-organized, inefficient internal govern-
ment, and can reclaim this fair and fertile region from the worthlessness of
an untenanted waste, or the more fearful horrors of barbarian inundation,
Your memorialists, in behalf of their constituents, would, in conclusion,

3
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avail themselves of this opportunity to tender to the honorable Congress their
cordial adhesion to the plan of Zavaleta, and to express their felicitations on
the happy issue of the late unhappy conflict. They would also declare their
gratitude to the patriot chief and his illustrious associates, whose propi-
tious conquests have saved from profanation “the august temple in which
we have deposited the holy ark of our federal constitution,” and have secured
the ultimate triumph of the liberal and enlightened principles of genuine
republicanism. And- they would unite their fervent aspirations with the
prayers that must ascend from the hearts of all good Mexicans, that the
Supreme Ruler of the universe, “ who doeth his will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth,” would vouchsafe to this glorious
land the blessings of peace and tranquillity ; would preserve it, in all future
time, from the horrors of civil discord, and shed down upon its extended
population the increased and increasing effulgence of light and liberty,
which is fast irradiating the European continent, and extirpating the relics
of feudal despotism, the antiquated errors of a barbarous age, from the

civilized world.
Davip G. BurRNETT, Chairman of Committee.

THoMas HASTINGS, Secretary of the Convention.
WiLriaM H. WHARTON, President of the Convention.

To THE FEDERAL CONGRESS OF MEXICO:

The people of Texas, by their chosen representatives, in General Con-
vention met, for the purpose of making known their wants and grievances
to the Congress of the Confederation, respectfully represent:

That they view with emotions of regret the existence and operation of
the 11th article of the law of 6th of April, 1830. A retrospective view of the
kind partiality manifested toward the citizens of the republic from which we
emigrated, furnishes some apprehension that a suspicion of our fidelity was
the cause of its enactment. Relying, however, upon the justice of the nation,
and the purity of intention by which we are and ever have been actuated, as
well as upon the identity of interest existing between the States of Mexico
and the colonies in Texas, your memorialists confidently anticipated its
speedy repeal. In respect of our claims ta the indulgent and confiding:
consideration of the Congress of the republic, we submit the following state-
ment of facts:

The products of agriculture and of manufactures are worth nearly a
hundred per cent. more in the markets of Mexico than they are in those of
the United States of the North. Our interest, therefore, as an agricultural
and commercial people, the strongest cement of society, is diametrically
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opposed to any convulsion or change of situation that might deprive us of
that preference in the Mexican market, to which, as colonists, we are clearly
entitled.

This law, if permitted to operate, must defeat the original design of the
Mexican republic, in relation to the settlement of Texas. In 1823, the
Congress of the nation invited citizens of the United States of the North to
settle on this frontier ; and, as an inducement, offered a liberal donation of
land to each family. The supposed object of the government was to reclaim
a wilderness, and make the country subservient to the best interests of the
nation. It was then unexplored by civilized man. It was the abode of
prowling and hostile Indians. They had long obstructed the extension of
the Mexican settlements, had harassed the frontier establishments, and
excluded them from any participation in the commerce of the North, and, at
times, threatened their depopulation. Thus situated, Texas was not only a
useless but a dangerous appendage of the republic. It presented an uncov-
ered flank to the invader, and was dependent on the mercy of a foreign
enemy. Without any adequate means of defense against the depredations
of hostile Indians, the attention of your statesmen was iovited to the adop-
tion of measures for its future protection and repose. Had the liberal policy
of 1823 been steadily pursued — had no blighting restrictions been imposed
by future legislatures—Texas would, ere this, have exhibited the proud
achievement of legislative wisdom, and the government have realized the
glorious meed of its munificence and bounty.

Colonies were granted, and North Americans were the first to brave the
dangers and privations attending an acceptance of the liberality of the gov-
ernment. The native citizens of Mexico, unwilling to dispute with the savage
the occupancy of an unsubdued wilderness, declined its participation. Spain
had not, as yet, ceased her hostilities ; the cabinets of Europe, shocked at the
threatened establishment of republican institutions, denounced your glorious
struggle for independence as treasonable and rebellious. But the republic of
the North boldly defended your declaration, recognized your independence,
and gave you admission into the community of nations. Many of her sons
espoused your cause, heroically aided in the expulsion of your ancient tyrants,
and joyfully celebrated, with the friends of freedom throughout the earth,.the
final consummation of Mexican emancipation. The doors of immigration
were then open. Confiding in the honor, the proffered liberality, and the
plighted faith of the Mexican government, many who had fought in the ranks
of your armies settled, under the provisions of your laws, on a wild frontier
of the land which they had volunteered to defend. They had acquired an
unrivaled character for daring enterprise, and they contended, face to face,
with the barbarian for the forests of Texas. They succeeded. The savage
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has been driven back. Extensive improvements, cultivated fields, and an
enterprising population are the fruits of yowr bounty, and of #%ei» untiring
perseverance.

What have we done to tarnish this faithfu] picture of the past and invite
the blasting restrictions of the government for the future? To what event
in our past history can we refer, meriting either the waant of confidence or the
unfriendly feeling so emphatically proclaimed to the world by the 11th article
of the law of the 6th of April, 1830? In what point of view does it place the
settlers of Texas? Does it not present us in the most suspicious and odious
light? Does it not brand our countrymen as undeserving the confidence of
any government? Have our acts provoked it as a just punishment for sup-
posed aberrations from the path of duty heretofore, or is it feared or suspected
that we may become dangerous hereafter? Of the pas?, at least we are in no
danger ; #¢ is the property of history now ; and the fair fame of Americans
can not be soiled by the historic details of the part which they have borne in
the redemption of Texas from a savage to a civilized state. For the FUTURE,
the past is the best guarantee that we can offer. The inzeres? of Texas is the
interest of Mexico. Each is necessary to the other. And unless we are fool-
ish and unwise enough to wage a war with our own best and dearest interests,
any ot/ier change than a repeal of the above article, accompanied with such
other advantages as are guaranteed by the laws of Congress, would be depre-
cated as the heaviest misfortune that could fall upon her infant society.

We feel and we vow every attachment to the government of our adoption
which the one can merit or the other can cherish. With these remarks we
rest our cause, relying on a returning sense of magnanimity in the delegated
authorities of the nation to remove a// the causes which impede our prosperity,
to relieve us, particularly, from the pernicious and disheartening influence of
the above-named law, and to restore us to all the promised enjoyments of the

laws of colonization.
WyrLYy MARTIN, Chairman of Commitice.

We here close our compendium of Texan early history as taken from the
files of Z%e Constitutional Advocate. We find nothing more worthy of notice.

D. W. Anthony, editor and proprietor of 7%e Advocate, died of the cholera
in July, 1833, at which time, Colonel William T. Austin informs us, that paper
was suspended. The foregoing shows that the cholera commenced in the
preceding February in a family just arrived from New Orleans, where it was
then epidemic. In the month of May of that year (1833), the Brazos River
overflowed fully four feet higher in Brazoria than has ever been known since
that time. As the water receded, the cholera made its appearance ; and from
Velasco to Columbia it scourged and decimated that section of the country,
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taking off entire families. The water disappeared about the 23d of June,
having entirely destroyed all the planted crops. Some cotton and corn were
replanted, but even these second-planted crops were destroyed by an early
frost, and the consequence was an entire destitution of breadstuffs, so that
the people had to live on jerked beef as their principal sustenance, until the
crop of 1834 was made.

[We have been indebted to Colonel William T. Austin, one of the early
pioneers of Texas, for some of the foregoing reminiscences.]

THE CONVENTION OF 1836—~THE DECLARATION OF TEXAN
INDEPENDENCE.

BY JOHN HENRY BROWN.

By authority of a resolution adopted December 10th, 1835, by the provis-
ional government of Texas, which existed from November, 1835, to March,
1836, delegates, clothed with plenary powers, were elected on the first day of
February, 1836, to meet in convention at Washington, on the Brazos, on the
first day of March. The provisional government was composed of Henry
Smith, Governor, James W. Robinson, Vice-Governor, and a Council of ——
members. At the period of the meeting of the Conventlon, the Council had
quarreled with and deposed the Governor, and Mr. Robinson was occupying
the gubernatorial chair.

The Convention assembled accordingly on the first day of March, 1836,
Its official journal opens thus :  Conwvention of all the People of Texas, through
their Delegales elect.”

On motion of Mr. George C. Childress, of Milam (the counties being then
called municipalities), Mr. James Collingsworth, of Brazoria, was called to the
chair, and Willis A. Farris appointed Secretary pro fem.

After the roll of members was completed, on motion of Mr. Robert Potter,
the Convention proceeded to the election of a President, when Mr. Stephen
H. Everitt, of Jasper, nominated Mr. Richard Ellis, of Red River (then
called Pecan Point), who was unanimously elected.

For Secretary of the Convention, Messrs. H. S. Kimble, E. M. Pease,and
Willis A. Farris were nominated. The vote stood: Kimble, 24 ; Farris, 10;
Pease, 7. E. M. Pease was then elected assistant secretary ; Iram Palmer,
sergeant-at-arms ; John A. Hizer, door-keeper ; Mr. Saul, engrossing clerk,

On the afternoon of the first day, Mr. George C. Childress offered the
following :
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Resolved, That the president appoint a committee, to consist of five dele-
gates, to draft a Declaration of Independence.

Mr. Martin Palmer offered the following as a substitute :

Resolved, That the president appoint one delegate from each municipality,
as a committee to draft a Declaration of Independence.

Dr. Palmer’s resolution was negatived, and that of Mr. Childress adopted ;
whereupon the president appointed as the committee Messrs. George C. Chil-
dress, of Milam ; James_Gaines, of Sabine ; Edward Conrad, of Refugio ;
Collin McKinney, of Red River ; and Bailey Hardeman, of Matagorda. '

On the second day, March zd, Mr. Robert Potter moved the appointment
of a committee of one from each municipalityto draft a constitution for the
(contemplated) Republic of Texas, which was carried, and Messrs. Martin
Parmer, chairman, Robert Potter, Charles B. Stewart, Edwin Waller, Jesse
Grimes, Robert M. Coleman, John Fisher, John W. Bunton, James Gaines,
Lorenzo de Zavala, Stephen H. Everitt, Bailey Hardeman, Elijah Stapp,
William C. Crawford, Claiborne West, James Power, Jose Antonio Navarro,
Collin McKinney, William Menefee, William Motley, and Michael B. Menard
were appointed the committee.

On the same day, March 2d, Mr. Childress, chairman of the committee,
reported the draft of a Declaration of Independence, and “ asked that the
same be received by the Convention as their report.”

Here I quote from the journals:

“ Mr. Houston jnoved that the report be received by the Convention,
which, on being seconded, was done.

“On Mr. Collingsworth’s motion, seconded, the House resolved into a
committee of the whole, upon the report of the Committee on Independence.

Mr. Collingsworth was called to the chair, whereupon Mr. Houston intro-
duced the following resolution:

“ Resolved, That the Declaration of Independence, reported by the com-
mittee, be adopted ; that the same be engrossed and signed by the delegates
of this Convention.

 And the question being put, the resolution was unanimously adopted.”

The Declaration of Independence was thus unanimously adopted, enrolled,
and signed on the second day of the session—being March 2d— as follows :
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Made by the Delegates of the People of Texas, in General Convention, at
Washington, on Marck 24, 1836.

WHEN a government has ceased to protect the lives, liberty, and property
of the people from whom its legitimate powers are derived, and for the advance-
ment of whose happiness it was instituted ; and, so far from being a guaran-
tee for their inestimable and inalienable rights, becomes an instrument in the
hands of evil rulers for their oppression ; when the federal republican consti-
tution of their country, which they have sworn to support, no longer has a
substantial existence, and the whole nature of their government has been
forcibly changed, without their consent, from a restricted federative republic,
composed of sovereign states, to a consolidated central military despotism, in
which every interest is disregarded but that of the army and the priesthood,
both the eternal enemies of civil liberty, the ever-ready minions of power and
the usual instruments of tyrants ; when, long after the spirit of the constitu-
tion has departed, moderation is at length so far lost by those in power, that
even the semblance of freedom is removed, and the forms themselves of the
constitution discontinued, and, so far from the petitions and remonstrances
being disregarded, the agents who bear them are thrown into dungeons, and
mercenary armies sent forth to enforce a new government upon them at the
point of the bayonet.

When, in consequence of such acts of malfeasance and abduction on the
part of the government, anarchy prevails, and civil society is dissolved into
its original elements, in such a crisis, the first law of nature, the right of self-
preservation, the inherent and inalienable right of the people to appeal to
first principles, and take their political affairs into their own hands, in extreme
cases, enjoins it as a right toward themselves, and a sacred obligation to their
posterity, to abolish such government and create another in its stead, calcu-
lated to rescue them from impending dangers, and to secure their welfare and
happiness.

Nations, as well as individuals, are amenable for their acts to the public
opinion of mankind. A statement of a part of our grievances is therefore
submitted to an impartial world in justification of the hazardous but unavoid-
able step now taken, of severing our political connection with the Mexican
people, and assuming an independent attitude among the nations of the earth.

The Mexican government, by its colonization laws, invited and induced
the Anglo-American populagion of Texas to colonize its wilderness under the
pledged faith of a written constitution, that they should continue to enjoy that
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constitutional liberty and republican government to which they had been
habituated in the land of their birth, the United States of America.

In this expectation they have been cruelly disappointed, inasmuch as the
Mexican nation has acquiesced in the late changes made in the government
by General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, who, having overturned the con-
stitution of his country, now offers us the cruel alternative, either to abandon
our homes, acqnired by so many privations, or submit to the most intolerable
of all tyranny, the combined despotism of the sword and the priesthood.

It hath sacrificed our welfare to the State of Coahuila by which our interests
have been continually depressed, through a jealous and partial course of legis-
lation, carried on at a far-distant seat of government, by a hostile majority,
in an unknown tongue ; and this, too, notwithstanding we have petitioned in
the humblest terms for the establishment of a separate state government, and
have, in accordance with the provisions of the national constitution, presented
to the general congress a republican constitution, which was, without a just
cause, contemptuously rejected.

It incarcerated in a dungeon, for a long time, one of our citizens, for no
other cause but a zealous endeavor to procure the acceptance of our constitu-
tion and the establishment of a state government.

It has failed and refused to secure, on a firm basis, the right of trial by
jury, the palladium of civil liberty, and only safe guarantee for the life, liberty,
and property of the citizen.

It has failed to establish any public system of education, although pos-
sessed of almost boundless resources (the public domains), and although it
is an axiom in politjcal science that, unless a people are educated and enlight-
ened, it is idle to expect the continuance of civil liberty or the capacity for
self-government.

It has suffered the military commandants, stationed among us, to exercise
arbitrary acts of oppression and tyranny, thus trampling upon the most
sacred rights of the citizen, and rendering the military superior to the civil
power.

It has dissolved, by force of arms, the State Congress of Coahuila and
Texas, and obliged our representatives to fly for their lives from the
seat of government, thus depriving us of the fundamental political right of
representation.

It has demanded the surrender of a number of our citizens, and ordered
military detachments to seize and carry them into the interior for trial, in con-
tempt of the civil authorities, and in defiance of the laws and the constitution.

It has made piratical attacks on our commerce, by commissioning foreign
desperadoes, and authorizing them to seize our vessels, and convey the
property of our citizens to far distant parts for confiscation.
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It denies us the right of worshipping the Almighty according to the dic-
tates of our own conscience, by the support of a national religion, calculated
to promote the temporal interests of its human functionaries, rather than the
glory of the true and living God.

It has demanded us to deliver up our arms, which are essential to our
defense—the rightful property of freemen, and formidable only to tyrannical
governments.

It has invaded our country both by sea and by land, with the intent to
lay waste our territory, and drive us from our homes, and has now a large
mercenary army advancing to carry on against us a war of extermination,

It has, through its emissaries, incited the merciless savage, with the toma-
hawk and scalping-knife, to massacre the inhabitants of our defenseless
frontiers.

It has been, during the whole time of our connection with it, the contemp-
tible sport and victim of successive military revolutions, and hath continually
exhibited every characteristic of a weak, corrupt, and tyrannical government.

These and other grievances were patiently borne by the people of Texas,
until they reached that point at which forbearance ceases to be a virtue. We
then took up arms in defense of the national constitution. We appealed to our
Mexican brethren for assistance ; our appeal has been made in vain ; though
months have elapsed, no sympathetic response has yet been made from the
interior. We are therefore forced to the melancholy conclusion that the
Mexican people have acquiesced in the destruction of their liberty, and the
substitution therefor of a military government ; that they are unfit to be free,
and incapable of self-government.

The necessity of self-preservation, therefore, now decrees our eternal
political separation.

We, therefore, the delegates, with plenary powers, of the people of Texas,
in solemn convention assembled, appealing to a candid world for the neces-
sities of our condition, do hereby resolve and declare, that our political con-
nection with the Mexican nation has forever ended, and that the people of
Texas do now constitute a free, sovercign, and independent republic, and are
fully invested with all the rights and attributes which properly belong to
independent nations ; and, conscious of the rectitude of our intentions, we
fearlessly and confidently commit the issue to the Supreme Arbiter of the
destinies of nations.

In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names.

RicHARD ELLls, President and Delegate from Red River.
H. S. KiMBLE, Secretary.
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NAMES, AGE, PLACE OF BIRTH, AND FORMER RESIDENCE OF THE
SIGNERS OF THE TEXAN DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE,

MARCH 2, 1836.

NaMes. AGE, PLACE oF BIRTH. ForRMER RESIDENCE,
Richard Ellis.c..oeveesne 54 Virginia..ooeeeeeesanvense Alabama.
C. B, Stewart........ 30 South Carolina . Louisiana.
i mes Collingsworth. 30 Tennessee.... . Tennessee.
tdwin Waller 35 Virginia...... . Missouri.
Asa Brigham..... 46 Massachusetts . Louisiana,
D. Byrom... 38 Georgia...... . . Florida.
ras. Ruis...... ceens 54 Bexar, Texas.... .
J. Anto. Navarro 41 Bexar, Texas .
J. B. Badgett...c.coannen 29 North Carolina . Arkansas Territory.
W, D.Lacy.ccotenarsonas a8 Kentucky......s . Tennessee.
William Menifee....... . 40 Tennessee . . Alabama.
John Fisher...... 36 Virginia.... . Virginia,
M. Coldwell. 38 Kentucky.. . Missouri,
W. Motley... 24 Virginia.. . Kentucky.
L. D. Zaval 47 Yucatan, Mexico.
George W. Smyth 33 North Ca Alabama.
S. H. Everitt. 29 New York. New York.
E. Stapp..... 53 Virginia.. Missouri.
Clae. West....... 36 Tennessee . Louisiana,
W. B. Scates...ccoeanennn 30 Virginia.. . Kentucky.
M. B. Menard............ 3t Canada .... . Illinois.
A. B. Hardin.c.oveeuinnns 38 Georgia.. . Tennessee.
J W. Bunton........... 28 Tennessee . Tennessee.
Thomas G. Gazeley...... 35 New York . Louisiana.
R. M. Coleman.......... 37 Kentucky.... . Kentucky.
S. C. Robertson*........ 50 North Carolina, . Tennessee.
George C. Childress*.... 32 Tennessee ... ver . Tennessee.
B. Hardiman............. 41 Tennessee ... . Tennessee.
R. Potter cvveeeeerronennn 36 . North Carolina,
Thomas J. Rusk......... 29 . Georgia,
Charles S, Taylor...... . 28 England.... . New York,
John S. Roberts ...nuee. . 40 Virginia.. . Louisiana.
R. Hamilton.....oveueues 53 Scotland... . North Carolina,
C. McKinney..ovveeaeenn 70 New Jersey.. . Kentucky.
A. H. Lattimer.......... 27 Tennessee . Tennessee.
ames Power..... . 48 Ireland... . Louisiana.
am Houston.... 43 Virginia.. . Tennessee,
David Thomas... 35 Tennessee . . Tennessee.
E.Conrad....... cerrveaen 26 Pennsylvania . Pennsylvama.
Martin Parmer......... . 58 Virginia...... . Missouri.
E.O.Legrand «ovovvoeens 33 North Carolina . . Alabama.
S. W, Blount..eeveorarnna 28 Georgia...... . Georgia.
&mes Gaines......... ves 60 Virginia...... . Louisiana.
. Clark, Jroee.oieeeanns 37 North Carolina . Georgia.
S. O. Pennington ........ 27 Kentucky...... . Arkansas Territory.
W. C. Crawford....covvee 31 North Carolina .. ver Alabama.
John “Turner.... veae 34 North Carolma PPN . Tennessee,
B, Goodrich 37 Virginia... . Alabama.
G W. Barnett . 43 South Ca; Mississippi.
J. G. Swisher 41 Tennessee . Tennessee.
éesse Grimes .... 48 North Caro Alabama.
Rhoads Fisher 4t Pennsylvania .. Pennsylvania.
Samuel A. Maverick®*.... 29 South Carolina... . South Carolina.
John White Bower*...... 27 Georgia,..... veeere . Arkansas Territory.
James B, Woods*........ 34 Kentucky.. . Kentucky.
Andrew Briscoe* ........ - —_— . —_—
ohn W, Moore*......... —_— .
homas Barnett ....c...s — eeevereaseratias

Members who failed to reach the Convention in time : James Kerr, from Jackson, born in Kentucky,
September 24, 1790; came to Texas in 1825. John J. Linn, from Victoria, born in Ireland, in 1802 ; came
to Texas in 1830. Juan Antonio Padilla, from Victoria, a Mexican.

The above is from a statement furnished in the Convention to Dr. B. B, Goodrich by the members

themselves.
* Not present at the signing.
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On the 16th of March, the Convention adopted the Executive Ordinance
by which was constituted the government ad interim of the Republic of Texas.

The Constitution of the Republic of Texas was adopted at a late hour on
the night of the 17th of March, but was neither engrossed nor enrolled for
the signature of the members prior to the adjournment next day. The secre-
tary was instructed to enroll it for presentation. As I learn from the Hon.
Jesse Grimes, Mr. Kimble, the secretary, took it to Nashville, Tennessee,
where it was published in one of the papers, from which it was republished
in a Cincinnati paper, and from the latter copied into the Texas Zelegraph
of August 2d of the same year, being its first publication in Texas. No
enrolled copy having been preserved, this printed copy was recognized and
adopted as authentic, and became #ke Constitution ; thus adding another strik-
ing evidence of the wonderful capacity of our people for self-government, of
their ability to establish order out of chaos, and of their power to enforce law
and order even in the turmoils of revolution.

During the sitting of the Convention, General Sam Houston took leave of
the body in order to take command of the army, then concentrating at Gonzales.

At eight o’clock, on the 18th of March, the convention assembled for the
last time, and elected David G. Burnett, president, a2 interim, of the republic,
and Lorenzo de Zavala, a patriot Mexican exile, vice-president. They also
elected the members of the cabinet, to wit: Samuel P. Carson, secretary of
state ; Bailey Hardeman, secretary of the treasury; Thomas J. Rusk, secre-
tary of war; Robert Potter, secretary of the navy; and David Thomas,
attorney-general. Having closed its business, the Convention adjourned size
die at eleven o’clock of the same day.

The Convention adjourned somewhat hastily, in consequence of the rapid
advance of the enemy, reported on the evening previous. Some members
repaired to the army, and some to their respective homes.

President Burnet, with two members of the cabinet—Mr. Hardeman and
Mr. Rusk—remained in Washington for three days after the adjournment of
the Convention. Late in the afternoon of the third day they left, and stayed
a night and part of the ensuing day at the house of Colonel Croce, and from
thence proceeded to Harrisburg, Before leaving Washington, the president
issued a proclamation that the government would assemble at Harrisburg, on
Buffalo Bayou, alleging that the movement was not made merely in ccnse-
quence of the advance of the enemy. He had, previous to the election, sug-
gested Harrisburgh as in all respects a more eligible position for admin-
istrative purposes than the more interior town of Washington. At the time
he left Washington, there was but one family (Mr. Lott’s, who kept the hotel)
remaining in town, and the entire population west of the Brazos had broken
up and fled eastward, such as were not in the army.
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The names of the delegates in attendance appear to the Declaration and
the Constitution ; but several western members were unable to be present, on
account of the advance of the Mexican army. Of this number were Major
James Kerr, of Jackson, John J. Linn and Juan Antonio Padilla, of Victoria.

X.

A DECLARATION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL
CONSULTATION OF TEXAS, NOVEMBER, 183s.

« WHEREAS General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, and other military
chieftains, have by force of arms overthrown the federal institutions of Mexico
and dissolved the social compact which existed between Texas and other
members of the Mexican Confederacy, now the good people of Texas, availing
themselves of their natural rights,

“ DO SOLEMNLY DECLARE

‘. That they have taken up arms in defense of their rights and liberties,
which are threatened by the encroachment of military despots, and in defense
of the republican principles of the Federal Constitution of Mexico, of 1824.

“ 2, That Texas is no longer moraliy or civilly bound by the compact of
Union, yet, stimulated by the generosity and sympathy common to a free peo-
ple, they offer their support and assistance to such members of the Mexican
Confederacy as will take up arms against military despotism.

“ 3. They do not acknowledge that the present authorities of the nominal
Mexican Republic have the right to govern within the limits of Texas.

“ 4. They will not cease to carry on war against the said authorities while
their troops are within the limits of Texas.

g, They hold it to be their right, during the disorganization of the Fed-
eral system and the reign of despotism, to withdraw from the Union, and
establish an independent government, or adopt such measures as they may
deem best calculated to protect their rights and liberties, but they will con-
tinue faithful to the Mexican Government so long as that nation is governed
by the constitution and laws that were formed for the government of the
political association.

“6. That Texas is responsible for the expenses of her armies now in
the field. .

¢ 5. That the public faith of Texas is pledged for the payment of all debts
contracted by her agents.
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“8. That she will reward by donations in land all who volunteer their
services in her present struggle, and receive them as citizens.

“g., These declarations we solemnly avow to the world, and call God to
witness their truth and sincerity ; and invoke defeat and disgrace upon our
heads, should we prove guilty of duplicity.”

XL
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

MapE aT GoLriap, DEc, 20, 1835.
(Texas Almanac, 1860.)

[WE take the following interesting document from the Stale Gazette, in
1852, as copied from the Zexas Republican, published at Brazoria, and dated
January 13th, 1836. It is said to have been the only copy in existence.]

Solemcly impressed with a sense of the danger of the crisis to which recent
and remote events have conducted the public affairs of their country, the
undersigned prefer this method of laying before their fellow-citizens, a brief
retrospect of the light in which they regard both the present and the past,
and of frankly declaring for #hemselves, the policy and the uncompromising
course which they have resolved to pursue for the future.

They have seen the enthusiasm and the heroic toils of an army bartered
for a capitulation, humiliating in itself, and repugnant in the extreme to the
pride and honor of the most lenient, and no sooner framed than evaded or
insultingly violated.

They have seen their camp thronged, but too frequently, with those who
were more anxious to be served by, than to serve their country—with men
more desirous of being honored with command than capable of commanding.

They have seen the energies, the prowess, and the achievements of a band
worthy to have stood by Washington and receive command, and worthy to
participate of the inheritance of the sons of such a Father, frittered, dissipated,
and evaporated away for the want of that energy, union, and decision in coun-
cil, which, though it must emanate from the many, can only be exercised
efficiently when concentrated in a single arm.

They have seen the busy aspirants for office running from the field to the
council hall, and from this back to the camp, seeking emolument and not
service, and swarming like hungry flies around the body politic.

They have seen the deliberations of the council and the volition of the
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camp distracted and paralyzed, by the interference of an influence anti-patri-
otic in itself, and toa intimately interwoven with the paralyzing policy of the
past, to admit the hope of relief from its incorporation with that which can
alone avert the evils of the present crisis, and place the affairs of the country
beyond the reach of an immediate reaction.

They have witnessed these evils with bitter regrets, with swollen hearts,
and indignant bosoms.

A revulsion is at hand. An army, recently powerless and literally impris-
oned, is now emancipated. From a comparatively harmless, passive, and
inactive attitude, they have been transferred to one pre-eminently command-
ing, active, and imposing. The North and East of Mexico will now become
the stronghold of centralism. Thence it can sally in whatever direction its
arch deviser may prefer to employ its weapons. The couanter-revolution in
the interior once smothered, the whole fury of the contest will be poured on
Texas. She is principally populated with North-Americans. To expel these
from its territory, and parcel it out among the instruments of its wrath, will
combine the motive and the means for consummating the scheme of the Pres-
ident Dictator. Already, we are denounced, proscribed, outlawed, and exiled
from the country. Our lands, peaceably and lawfully acquired, are solemnly
pronounced the proper subject of indiscriminate forfeiture, and our estates of
confiscation. The laws and guarantees under wbich we entered the country
as colonists, tempted the unbroken silence, sought the dangers of the wilder-
ness, braved the prowling Indian, erected our numerous improvements, and
opened and subdued the earth to cultivation, are either abrogated or repealed,
and now trampled under the hoofs of the usurper’s cavalry.

Why, then, should we longer contend for charters, which, we are again and
again told in the annals of the past, were never intended for oz benefit?
Even a willingness on our part to defend them, has provoked the calamities
of exterminating warfare. Why contend for the shadow, when the substance
courts our acceptance? The price of each is the same, War—exterminating
war—is waged ; and we have either to fight or flee.

We have indulged sympathy, too, for the condition of many whom, we
vainly flattered ourselves, were opposed, in common with their adopted
brethren, to the extension of military domination over the domain of Texas.
But the siege of Bexar has dissolved the illusion. Nearly all their physical
force was in the line of the enemy and armed with rifles. Seventy days’ occu-
pation of the fortress of Goligd, has also abundantly demonstrated the
general diffusion among the Creole population of a like attachment to the
institutions of their ancient tyrants. Intellectually enthralled, and strangers
to the blessings of regulated liberty, the only philanthropic service which we
can ever force on their acceptance, is that of example. In doing this, we
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need not expect or even hope for their co-operation. When made the reluc-
tant, but greatly benefited recipients of a new, invigorating, and cherishing
policy—a policy tendering equal, impartial, and indiscriminate protection to
all ; to the low and the high, the humble and the well-born, the poor and the
rich, the ignorant and the educated, the simple and the shrewd—then, and
not before, will they become even useful auxiliaries in the work of political
or moral renovation.

It belongs to the North-Americans of Texas to set this bright, this cheer-
ing, this all-subduing example. Let them call together their wise men. Let
them be jealous of the experienced, of the speculator, of every one anxious to
serve as a delegate, of every one hungry for power, or soliciting office ; and
of all too who have thus far manifested a willingness to entertain or encourage
those who have already tired the patience of the existing Council with their
solicitations and attendance. Those who see# are seldom ever the best quali-
fied to ff// an office. Let them discard, too, the use of #zames calculated only
to deceive and bewilder, and return like men to the use of words whose signi-
fication is settled and universally acknowledged. Let them call their as-
sembly, thus made up, @ Convention; and let this convention, instead of
declaring for “ the principles ” of a constitution, for ¢ the principles ” of Inde-
pendence, or for those of Freedom and Sovereignty, boldly, and with one
voice, proclaim tke Independence aof Texas. Let the convention frame a con-
stitution for the future government of this favored land. Let them guard the
instrument securely, by the introduction of a full, clear, and comprehensive
bill of rights. Let all this be done as speedily as possible. Much useful
labor has already been performed ; but much is yet required to complete
the work.

The foregoing, we are fully aware, is a blunt, and in some respects, a
humiliating, but a faithful picture. However much we may wish, or however
much we may be interested, or feel disposed to deceive our enemy, let us
carefully guard against deceiving ourselves. We are in more danger from this
—from his insinuating, secret, silent, and unseen #nffuwence in our councils,
both in the field and in the cabinet, and from the use of his silver and gold,
than from his numbers, his organization, or the concentration of his power in
a single arm. The go/d of Philip purchased what his ar#zs could not subdue
—the liberties of Greece. Our enemy, too, holds this weapon. TLook well
to this, people of Texas, in the exercise of suffrage. Look to it, Counselors,
your appointments to office. Integrity is a precious jewel.

Men of Texas! nothing short of independence can place us on solid
ground. This step will. This step, too, will entitle us to confidence, and
will procure us credit abroad. Without it, every aid we receive must emanate
from the enthusiasm of the moment, and with the moment, will be liable tc
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pass away or die forever. Unless we take this step, no foreign power can
either respect or even know us. None will hazard a rupture with Mexico,
impotent as she is, or incur censure from other powers for interference with
the internal affairs of a friendly State, to aid us in any way whatever. Our
letters of marque and reprigal must float at the mercy of every nation on the
ocean. And whatever courtesy or kindred feeling may do, or forbear to do,
in aid of our struggle, prosecuted on the present basis, it would be idle
and worse than child-like to flatter ourselves with the hope of any permanent
benefit from this branch of the service, without frankly declaring to the world,
as a pegple, our independence of military Mexico. Let us then take the tyrant
and his hirelings at their word. Z%¢y will not know #s but as enemies. Let
us, then, know them hereafter, as other independent States know each other
—as “enemies in war, in peace, friends.” Therefore,

1. Be it Resolved, That the former province and department of Texas is,
and of right ought to be, & free, sovereign, and independent State.

2. That as such, it has, and of right ought to have, all the powers, facul-
ties, attributes, and immunities of other independent nations.

3. That we, who hereto set our names, pledge to each other our lives, our
fortunes, and our sacred honor, to sustain this declaration—relying with
entire confidence upon the co-operation of our fellow-citizens, and the
approving smiles of the God of the living, to aid and conduct us victoriously
through the struggle, to the enjoyment of peace, union, and good government ;
and invoking His malediction if we should either equivocate, or, in any man-
ner whatever, prove ourselves unworthy of the high destiny at which we aim.

Done in the town of Goliad, on Sunday, the 2oth day of December, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five.

Wm. G. Hill, John Shelly, Thomas Todd,
Joseph Bowman, Patrick O’Leary, Jeremiah Day,
Geo. W. Welsh, Timothy Hart, Wm. S. Brown,
J. D. Kilpatrick, James St. John, Benjamin Noble,
Wm. E. Howth, John Bowen, M. Carbajal,
Albert Pratt, Michael O’Donnell, T. Hanson,
Alvin Woodward, Nathaniel Holbrook, John Johnson,
D. M. Jones, Alexander Lynch, Edmund Quirk,
J. C. Hutchins, J. W. Baylor, Robert McClure,
E. B. W. Fitzgerald, H. George, Andrew Devereau,
Hugh McMinn, Benj. J. White, Charles Shingle,
Wm. Robertson, R. L. Redding, J. B. Dale,
Horace Stamans, James W. Scott, Ira Ingram,

Peter Hynes, Lewis Powell, John Dunn,
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Dugald McFarlane,
H. F. Davis,
Francis Jones,

G. W. Pain,

Allen White,
Joseph Cadle,

W. H. Living,
Victor Loupy,
Sayle Antoine,
Michael Kelly,
Geo. W. Cash,
Charles Malone,

C. J. O’Connor,
Edward McDonough,
Wmn. Gould,
Charles Messer,
Isaac Robinson,

John Pollan,
James Duncan,
David George,
Gustavus Cholwell,
Jobhn James,
Morgan Bryan,
Thomas O’Connor,
Henry J. Moris,
James O’Connor,
Spirse Dooley,

E. Brush,

W. Redfield,
Albert Silsbe,
Wm. Haddon,
James Elder,

John J. Bowman,
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Walter Lambert,
Miguel Aldrete,
William Quinn,
B. H. Perkins,
Benj. J. White, Jr.,
Edward St. John,
D. H. Peeks,
Philip Dimitt,
Francis P. Smith,
T. Mason Dennis,
C. A. Parker,

C. M. Despallier,
Jefferson Ware,
David Wilson,
William Newland,
J. T. Bell.

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original in my
IrRA INGRAM, Secretary.

possession.

TowN OF GOLIAD, December 22, 1833.

XII.

BATTLE OF CONCEPCION.

(Texas Almanac, 1859.)

Tue assemblage of volunteers at Gonzales increased rapidly, insomuch

that Colonel Ugartechea, having made a demonstration with five hundred
troops, of all arms, including two field-pieces, to expunge the blot which the
affair with Castonado had flung upon his own military reputation and on his
nation’s escutcheon, was constrained to return to his quarters and relinquish
his commendable purpose. Soon after the institution of the general Council,
Colonel Austin proceeded to Gonzales, and was elected Commander-in Chief
of all the forces of Texas. The western settlements, sparse and few, had
from the’ beginning, been foremost in every military operation. The East
now sent forth some volunteers and gallant men, such as Thomas J. Rusk,
our late distinguished Senator, Colonel Frank W. Johnson and others, who
repaired to the camps to participate in the conquest of San Antonio, the

5
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little Malakoff of Texas. The Municipality of Liberty also contributed its
quota of brave men.

General Austin became impatient of delay, and on the 20th of October,
1835, advanced to the Salado, a tributary of the San Antonio, and took a
strong position about five miles from the town. Cos was busily occupied in
strengthening his fortifications, barricading the streets, and preparing for the
assault. He had about one thousand men, and was looking for re-enforce-
ments. Austin’s force was about six hundred, recruits occasionally arriving.
He dispatched a flag of truce to the enemy ; but Cos in the fullness of his mili-
tary hauteur, refused to recognize General Austin, and peaceful interchanges
became impracticable ; the sword must do its work. Occasional skirmishes
took place, but of slight effect. On the 27th of October, Austin directed
Colonel James Bowie and Captain ]J. W. Fannin, both eventually victims in
the strife, to proceed with ninety men to make recognizances about the old
Missions, and select an eligible and more proximate position for the army.
Passing the Missions of San Juan and San José, now in ruins, they reached
that of La Purissima Concepcion,® about one and a half miles from San Anto-
nio. They encamped for the night and reposed in peace. The morning of
the 28th revealed the startling fact that they were surrounded on three sides by
the enemy ; the river making a sharp bend, forming an obtuse triangle, and
fordable at several points, being on the. other side. To cross it and retreat
through an open prairie, in face of the town, was worse than forlorn. A desper-
ate fight in their position presented a better and more genial hope of relief.
They descended to the river bottom, an irregular depression of six to ten
feet along the margin of the stream, and about one hundred yards wide,
interspersed with timber. The prairie in front, occupied by the enemy, was
a level plain, running into the bend. From their natural covert, the rifle-
men could fire and reload without being fully exposed.

The enemy’s infantry advanced imposingly, with trailed arms, but halted
about two hundred yards from the bluff, and opened a general fire. While
the air was illumined by their rapid and random discharges, the rifles coolly,
deliberately, and fatally sent forth their deadly missiles. They then pushed
forward their brass six-pounder, escorted by a corps of cavalry, within about
eighty yards, and sounded a charge. The rifles soon swept away the gunners
and halted the charging column. The cannon had been fired five times
without effect, and three times cleared of men, and the charge as often
repulsed ; when the Texans, coveting the gun, resolved to take it. The
resolution had scarcely assumed an active form, when the enemy hastily
retreated, leaving the gun with its munitions, to the victors. The Mexicans

* The Immaculate Conception.
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numbered about four hundred ; the Texans precisely ninety-two men, includ-
ing officers. The enemy’s loss was about sixty killed and forty wounded.
Sixteen lifeless bodies were strewed around the useless cannon. The Tex-
ans lost one brave man (Robert Andrews), killed. Thus ended the battle of
Concepcion, presenting another instance of the disparity in military prowess
of the two contending races.

XIII.
EARLY HISTORY OF TEXAS.

Tue CAMPAIGN OF 1835.
(From the Austin Record.)

As a contribution to the history of the country, and for the use of the
future historian of Texas, as well as for the interest of .our columns, we con-
tinue this week the publication of a series of letters connected with the
campaign of 1835, at Goliad and Bexar. These letters are produced from
the originals that have been placed at our disposal ; from which it will be seen
that the current of events did not run smoothly at that early day.

CamP BELOW BEXAR, Nov. 2d, 1835,
To GENERAL S. F. AUsTIN.

Sir: I take the liberty to tender to you my resignation of the nominal
command I hold in the army. I hope you will appoint some other person to
occupy the post, more capable than myself.

Very respectfully,
Jas. Bowie.

N.B. I deem it of the utmost importance for you to effect a union of the
two divisions of the army as soon as practicable. Great dissatisfaction now
exists in this division, and unless counteracted by the measure suggested, I
seriously apprehend a dissolution of it. The causes which have produced
this state of things will be explained when I see you; when I will also
explain my motives for taking the step I have taken in reference to my-

self. Very respectfully,
Jas, Bowtik.
A true copy.
W. RICHARDSON,
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HEADQUARTERS, Nov. 2d, 1835.
To CorLoNEL BowIE AND CAPTAIN FANNIN:

In accordance with the decision of a majority of your officers and my own
views, you will march the detachment under your command to this encamp-
ment, either to-night or in the morning, as you may choose. It may be incon-
venient to march to-night after receiving this dispatch. Of this you will how-
ever be able to judge, and can use your own discretion. I send you a good guide.
The mill is at present occupied by a detachment under Colonel Burleson.

‘ S. F. AusTiIN.
W. D. C. Hari, Adj.-Gen.

HEADQUARTERS, Nov. 2d, 1835.

At a council of war called on this morning, consisting of General S. F.
Austin, commander-in-chief, Colonel Warren D. C. Hall, adjutant-general,
Colonel John H. Moore, Lieutenant-Colonel Burleson, Major William H.
Jack, Colonel Patrick Jack, quartermaster-general, Major Somerville, Major
Benjamin W. Smith, Captain Caldwell Captain Ebberly, Captain Bennett,
Captain Swisher, Captain Bird, Captain —, Captain John Alley,
Captain Nail, Lieutenant Aldridge, Lieutenant Spear, Lieutenant Hallsell,
Lieutenant Barnett, Lieutenant Money, Lieutenant Hunt, Lieutenant Pivey,
Lieutenant Stapp, Lieutenant Hensley, Lieutenant Richardson. The object
of the call of the council being explained by the commander-in-chief to be to
have the opinion and determination of the officers in regard to the best meas-
ures of immediate operation on the enemy, whether by close investment sim-
ply, or by storm. After much conversation and discussion, it was proposed
by Major William H. Jack, that the question be directly put to the council
whether a storm would or would not be expedient at the present moment.
All the information in possession of the commander-in-chief in regard to the
state of fortifications in Bexar, being submitted, the question was submitted
by the commander-in-chief, and the same was decided in the negative by all
the officers present, with the exception of Major Benjamin W. Smith, who
voted substantially in the affirmative, saying, that in his opinion the town
ought to be taken immediately. It was then decided unanimously by the coun-
cil that such positions should be taken for the army at present as would best
secure it from the cannon shot of the enemy, and enable it at the same time
to carry on offensive operations, whilst we are waiting for the large cannon
(18-pounders) and additional re-enforcements.

S. F. AusTINn.
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XIV.
FIRST SUNDAY SCHOOL IN TEXAS.

In the Fall of 1828, I started from the western part of the State of New
York for Texas, in company with sixty others, men, women and children,
under the leadership of Elias R. Wightman, who had resided about three
years in the country, and whose intelligence, energy, and enterprise well
fitted him to be the leader of a colony. We traveled in wagons to Olean
Point, on the head waters of the Alleghany River ; then constructed a craft in
two pieces, turning up at one end, the other square, and the square ends being
lashed together formed a scow with two apartments ; in these we placed our
baggage and pushed off to drift down the stream at the mercy of the current.
Our voyage the first day was prosperous, but night at length coming on cold
and wet, we sought shelter in an Indian village on the north batk of the
stream. The old chief seemed moved with pity at our forlorn condition, for
the weather was very inclement, and pointed out to us a cabin about twenty
feet square, with a good floor and fire-place ; the floor was covered with peas
and beans if the shuck, which he showed us could be scraped up in one
corner and a fire made in the fire-place; truly grateful for his kindness, we
soon had a good fire and a plain but comfortable meal, and all slept soundly.
The next day being Sunday, we lay by and spent it in such devotional exer-
cises as the surrounding circumstances would permit. The next morning
we started on our voyage, having taken on board a pilot to accompany us as
far as Pittsburg. About noon we heard a roaring ahead resembliug a water-
fall, and soon found it proceeded from a dam constructed across the stream.
On one side was a mill; on the other a narrow space was left, through which
a gentle current flowed, and where boats or rafts could pass with safety ; but
our pilot, through either ignorance or obstinacy, kept the center of the cur-
rent, and we were soon passing over a fall about four feet high, and now was
evident the advantage of our mode of construction, for the lashing giving
way, the scow parted, which enabled the forepart to rise, but both apart-
ments were nearly full of water, and all completely drenched. We all fell to
bailing with such vessels as we could seize, and were again on our way in fair
trim, but overtaking a raft of pine plank before night, we exchanged our rude
craft for still ruder accommodations, though much more ample, on board the
raft. Soon we reached Pittsburg, where we discharged our pilot, feeling that
he had been the cause of our greatest calamity, without rendering us any
valuable service. Here it bad been intended to take a steamer, but finding
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none ready to leave, we continued on our raft to Cincinnati. Here we
remained for several days, and I purchased a set of Spanish books and com-
menced to study the language. Soon we took passage on a steamer’s deck
for Orleans, and in due time arrived at the Crescent City. Cincinnati was at
this time a small town of about 10,000 inhabitants. St. Louis was just com-
ing into notice, and between that and the Pacific was an unbroken wilderness.
In Orleans we remained about a fortnight, waiting for a conveyance, as there
was little trade between Orleans and Texas, and vessels seldom passed from
one to the other. At length we found a little vessel from Maine, of twenty-
two tons burden, manned by only three hands, and only one of these very
efficient. The captain offered to sell us the vessel for oo dollars, or to take
us to Texas for that amount ; we bargained for the latter, and having pro-
vided ourselves with a suitable outfit for the voyage, we all embarked, and
were soon drifting down the Mississippi in a perfect calm, at the mercy of
the current. This calm continued for many days, until we were far out of
sight of land, on the bosom of the Gulf, drifting about we knew not whither,
as there was not sufficient breeze to steer the vessel. At length the wind
rose and blew a gale, but directly ahead, and soon all on board except
myself and crew were suffering severely from sea-sickness, and perfectly
helpless ; and then might have been heard many a regret expressed at ever
having undertaken the journey, and many a wish to once more step foot on
land. For two days the gale continued, and then again a perfect cal, and
thus gale and calm succeeded each other, until we found ourselves off the
entrance to Matagorda Bay; but the wind blowing directly out of the pass,
there was little prospect of being able to enter, yet we resolved to make
the effort. Of all on board, I was the only one who knew how to work a
vessel, and the only one who was not liable to sea-sickness; and, as the
captain and one hand were frequently intoxicated, the labor devolving on
me was necessarily very great ; besides, we were nearly out of provisions, and
had been for several days allowanced to one half pint of water each daily,
and for several days I drank none, giving mine to the children, and subsist-
ing only on pilot bread and raw whiskey. Everything seemed to indicate
that, if within the reach of human skill, we must make harbor.

For twenty-four hours we beat égain_st wind and current, every one doing
his duty and sparing no effort which might promise success ; but all in vain,
for we fell to leeward about three miles. It was now evident we must make
some harbor, as we could not longer continue at sea, and as the wind would
permit and was still blowing fresh, we ran down to Aransas and soon entered
the bay in safety. Soon all were landed, and having made fires and pro-
cured water, the women proceeded to do some washing, which was greatly
needed, and the men, with their rifles, twelve in number, proceeded in search
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of game, leav ng on board only three men, the captain, mate, and myself.
The vessel was anchored about zoo yards from shore, and we had remained
about one hour when we saw several canoes coming down the bay with
Indians. These we knew to be Carankawans, who were said to be cannibals,
and as the men were gone and only one old musket on board, no little fear
was felt for the safety of the women and children ; but we could only watch
their movements and act according to circumstances. Soon they were seen to
halt and turn toward the shore, and shortly landed and were proceeding in the
direction of the women. The mate and myself jumped into our little skiff, or
bateau ; he took the oars and I the old musket and stood in the bow; we
proceeded in the direction of the Indians, but keeping between them and the
women, and when near I drew the musket and presented it toward the chief,
who beckoned not to fire and made signs of friendship. This position we
both maintained for some time, we seeking to detain them, hoping the men
would soon appear. Soon we raised our eyes and beheld the men all running
toward the boat and not far from us. We then felt safe. The women were
taken on board first, then the men, and lastly a few Indians were allowed to
come. They manifested no hostility, for they evidently saw that all bostility
would be unavailing. Their canoes were well stored with fish, all neatly
dressed, which they bartered to us in such quantities as we needed, and then
left us, truly glad that we had escaped so well. After remaining here for sev-
eral days, and supplying ourselves with water and such provisions as we
could obtain, which consisted only of wild meats, and an article of greens
resembling purslane, and the wind becoming fair, we again crossed the bar,
and shaped our course for Pass Caballo. The captain gave me the helm,
and retired to his berth for sleep. In a few moments the wind subsided and
a dead calm-ensued ; the current tended toward the shore, and a gentle
swell was rolling in. I now felt quite disheartened, and thought our chance
of reaching our destination by water was small. I went to Mr. Wightman,
whom we considered our leader, and informed him of our condition and
danger, and told him I had charge of the vessel, and if he consented I
would beach her, and we would make our way as best we could by land.

He said that would never do, we were more than one hundred miles from
any white settlement, there was no means of conveyance, and the country
was infested with hostile Indians. Our only safety consisted in clinging to our
vessel. I went to the captain, awoke him, and informed him of our danger ;
he at once saw and recognized it. I told him there were four sweeps on
board, and, if he approved, I would rig them, and we would try to sweep her
up to the pass. He consented, and by night the vessel was swept up oppo-
site the pass ; but no one knew the channel. The mate and myself went in
our skiff, and sounded till we found it, then taking a long rope, we carried it
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on shore, and soon conducted our little vessel into the bay. A gentle breeze
and fair wind sprang up, and soon we were off the mouth of the Colo-
rado, and within about two miles of Matagorda, which then contained two
families, who had lately moved down and commenced a settlement. The
next day Mr. Wightman and another went to the settlement, and returned
with the present of a Christmas dinner, which consisted of some hominy,
beat in a wooden mortar, and fresh milk, which were gratefully received and
promptly dispatched. The people of the new settlement, anxious to bhave it
said that a vessel had arrived at Matagorda, came down to assist us; the
women and chattels were taken on shore, the little vessel was careened over
on one side, and by main strength dragged over the bar, and soon lay along-
side of Matagorda. Our Christmas dinner, as stated, was taken on board,
and the next day we landed, having been twenty-two days from New Orleans.

Some went to work immediately to prepare a home on the spot, and five
young men started to go up the country, in search of some conveyance. We
were told it was twenty-two miles to a settlement, and as we had been con-
fined so long on board a vessel, we thought to walk this distance would be
a mere recreation. In the morning we started fresh and vigorous, without a
blanket or overgarment, and with no other provision,than three little biscuits,
which one of our number was so fortunate as to procure. This was the last
of December, and the whole face of the country was nearly covered with
water, and the only road was a dim trail made through the high grass by
the passage of a single-horse carryall. Many of the little streams had to be
swum ; sometimes we traveled with the water to our waists, and all our shoes
were worn through at the toes, by striking them against the high sedge grass.
About noon the rain began to fall in torrents, the wind blew strong from the
north, the depth of water increased, and night was approaching; with no ap-
pearance of settlement, when three of our number, and those apparently the
strongest, fell to the ground, declaring they could go no farther. I remon-
strated with them, and told them that to remain there was certain death, that
our only hope was to keep moving, and thereby promote circulation ; but in
vain, they stated that if life depended upon it, they could go no farther. Near
us was a venerable looking live-oak, which had fallen and perhaps lain there for
ages ; on the under side of its trunk, we contrived to kindle a fire, which we
kept burning during the night, and having gathered sufficient of the tall grass
to raise us aboyve the water, we laid down and rested quite well, notwith-
standing the falling rain and whistling blast. In the morning we arose quite
refreshed, and started forward, the rain still falling, the wind increasing in
coldness, and the water deepening. We had proceeded only about a mile,
when we heard the crowing of chickens, when all jumped up, clapped their
hands, and said they must be on the borders of civilization. Soon we struck
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a plain path, and were shortly at the hospitable residence of Daniel Rawls,
where Captain John Duncan now resides. Here we found plenty of good
country fare, which was provided without money or price. The rain con-
tinued to fall, and in the evening of the second day, looking out we saw a
miserable looking object approaching, and as he neared us, we discovered it
was one of our number who had been left behind. He had left with another,
from whom he had become separated on the way, and could give no further
account of him. Mr. Rawls remarked that we must go in search of him, as
it would not do to leave him to perish ;- two horses were soon ready, and he
taking one and I the other, we soon started ; darkness soon overtook us, and
unable to follow the trail longer, we entered a thicket, staked out our horses,
and by breaking off limbs of bushes, which we covered with the long moss,
and raising a bed above the water, contrived to rest very comfortably until
morning, when we continued our course to Matagorda ; but finding the lost
one had not returned, and hearing nothing of him, we returned, and found
that during our absence he had come in. Here we all remained, until the
weather cleared up, when we separated and left, the others goihg east toward
the Brazos, and I on foot and alone, wending my way north in the direction
of San Felipe de Austin, about sixty miles distant. On the Bernard I was
hospitably entertained by a Mr. Huff, where I met Josiah H. Bell on his wa'y
to his home in Columbia, and from him I received a cordial invitation to ac-
company him home. I cheerfully accepted, and the next night was spent with
his estimable family. Mr. Bell was an estimable gentleman, a pure patriot,
of stern, unyielding integrity; he had endured the privations, toils, and
bardships incident to the settlement of a new country, and knew well how to
sympathize with others in like circumstances. He told me had gone thirty
miles and packed corn horseback to feed his family, had taken his rifle in
the morning and gone in search of a deer, knowing if successful, they would
have meat, if not, they must all do without ; but seldom did his trusty rifle
fail him or his family suffer. They were now living in comparative affluence,
with an interesting family of children. Mrs. Bell was one of the noblest
women I ever knew in any country ; though living in the wilds of Texas, her
intelligence, good taste, and polished manners, would have graced the most
refined circles of New York or Philadelphia. Her house was a welcome
home to every stranger, where the hungry were fed, the naked clad, the sick
nursed with that tenderness and sympathy which removed many a dark cloud
from the brow of sorrow, and caused the lonely wanderers to feel less acutely
the absence of home and relatives. Texans now know very little how much
the country owes to the early efforts of this pure woman, how much suffering
she was instrumental in relieving, and when the dark clouds of war lowered,
what confidence and courage she inspired in the bosoms of the timorous



74 TEXAS SCRAP-BOOK.

and desponding; for she was a stranger to fear, and of our final success
she never doubted.

While here [ became acquainted with Stephen F. Richardson, on his
way to his home in San Felipe de Austin, and as that was my destination, I
cheerfully accepted an invitation to accompany him ; and on the night of the
second day I was at the capital of the little colony. The foliowing day I
was introduced to the empresario, Stephen F. Austin, whom I found an
intelligent and affable gentleman, and whom, so long as he lived, I was proud
to number among my warmest and most devoted friends. To speak here of
his many virtues would be superfluous, as his fame is world-wide and his
works follow him ; and when Texas shall become the wealthiest and most
populous State in the Union, as, from her size and natural advantages she
must soon be, her intelligent millions, looking back to his early efforts, will
do justice to the memory of this great and good man.

I soon engaged in teaching, and succeeded in a short time in raising a
school of about forty scholars, mostly boys, with expressive and intelligent
countenances who were easily controlled, and some of whom gave indications
of future greatness and usefulness. Contemplating, in imagination, what
Texas, from its great natural advantages, must soon become, I felt the neces-
sity of moral and religious, as well as intellectual culture, and resolved to
make-an effort to found a Sunday-school. Notice was given through the
school, that on the following Sunday an address would be delivered on the
subject, and I was gratified to see at the time appointed, a large and respect-
able audience assembled. An address was delivered ; they seemed to feel
interested, and on the following Sunday a school was organized of thirty-two
scholars. There were not lacking intelligent gentlemen and ladies to act as
teachers, but of the other appurtenances of a well-regulated Sunday-school we
had none. This lack was supplied, as best it could be, by contributions of
the citizens of such books as they had, and by the oral instructions of super-
intendents and teachers.

The next Sunday found the school under way, and giving promise of great
success. A lecture was delivered each Sunday morning, intended for both
old and young ; and to hear these lectures, people came from the distance of
ten miles ; and as this town was the capital of the colony, many people were
sometimes in attendance from different parts of the country, who carried the
good seed here sown all over the colony. This school, and these morning
lectures, were continued regularly, and well attended, until a difficulty occur-
ring between some intelligent Mexicans visiting the place from the interior
and some citizens, growing out of a law-suit which was decided against the
Mexicans, the empresario deemed it prudent to discontinue them for a time,
as these Mexicans could not be deceived in relation to the character of our



First Sunpav-ScHooL IN TEXAS.

To face p. 75.






TEXAS SCRAP-BOOK. 78

exercises, and it was well known that we were acting in violation of the col-
onization law, which strictly prohibited Protestant worship and prohibited
Austin from introducing any but Catholics as colonists.

Now let us for a moment contemplate this little Sunday-school. In a
black-jack and post-oak grove near the center of the townis a rude log-
cabin about eighteen by twenty-two feet, the roof covered with boards held
down by weight-poles, the logs unhewn, and the cracks neither chinked or
battened, a dirt floor, and across it are placed several logs hewn on one side
for seats. At one end stands the superintendent, a mere stripling, and before
him are about half a dozen gentlemen and ladies as teachers, and thirty-two
children, without any of those appendages which are now considered neces-
sary to a well conducted Sunday-school. Forty-five years have passed since
the organization of that little Sunday-school, and now on a Sunday morning
of a pleasant day 60,900 children are assembled in our beloved State, under
the guidance of 10,000 intelligent and, for the most part, pious young gentle-
men and ladies, with a good supply of -papers and libraries’ written by the
ablest divines of our age, and containing interesting biographies, and the
very pith and marrow of Christian theology. Surely we may exclaim, What
hath God wrought? That same superintendent still lives and still labors in
the delightful task of training the young in the Sunday-school, and as he
contemplates, in imagination, the five and a half millions of children now being
trained in the Sunday-schools of the United States, and then looks forward down
the long corridors of time when these children shall be the actors in the great
drama of life, he sees the dawn of that happy day foretold by seers and pro-
phets when the knowledge of God shall cover the whole earth, the lion shall
lie down with the lamb, and “the wilderness and the solitary place shall be
glad for them ; and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.”

I would here correct one erroneous impression in relation to the character
of the early settlers of Texas. Many believe they were rude and ignorant,
with many vices and very few virtues, and for the most part refugees from
justice and enemies to law and order. That there were some rude and illit-
erate people among them is no more than may be said of almost any
society, and that some were vicious and depraved is equally true, but what
there was.of evil you saw on the surface, for there was no effort at
concealment and no reason to act a borrowed part. Assassins, if there
were any, appeared as such; now they often appear in the guise of
gentlemen, that they may conceal their true characters and accomplish their
object. No one estimates more highly than the writer, the intelligence,
enterprise, and virtue of the present population, and yet he fully believes there
were in the early history of Texas more college-bred men, in praportion tc
the population, than now, and as much intelligence, good common sense, and
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moral and religious culture among the females as among the ladies of the
present day. Many had moved in the higher circles of our large cities, and
some had filled stations of honor and responsibility. Some, were incited to
emigrate by a spirit of enterprise ‘and romance, and some, having been unfor-
tunate in their pecuniary enterprises, sought to improve their circumstances
in a new country, and not a few were the votaries of health who, unable to
endure longer the rigors of a cold climate, sought relief in the sunny climes
of the South.

If they had failings, let us throw the mantle of charity over them, and let
their acts proclaim their noble virtues. When Texans took up arms against
Mexico, it was in the maintenance of rights guaranteed to them by the con-
stitution under which they had been invited to settle, and their population
did not exceed 35,000 ; and does it not argue great energy, enterprise, and
courage in their small numbers to take up arms against, 8,000,000, and, with
few resources except their own coarage and power of endurance, to win the.day?

A kinder and more hospitable people, perhaps, never lived. Their
houses were welcome homes to each other; and never was the stranger
rudely repulsed or sent empty away. When one was seen approaching, the
inference was that he had come a considerable distance and was hungry and
tired : preparations were immediately made to give him as comfortable a
meal as their plain larder would permit, and without money or price, and
although they could not boast then of the luxuries we now enjoy, their fare
was nevertheless far from being meager. Bears, deer, turkeys, geese,-ducks,
and squirrels were plenty and easily obtained, and chickens, eggs, sweet
potatoes, milk, butter, and honey were found in abundance on every table.
The traveler always carried with him a blaoket laid over his Spanish saddle-
tree on which he rode,and a pair of saddle-bags ; the former always furnished
him wherever he stopped, a bed, and the latter a pillow, and, if he slept out
of doors, which many preferred, the canopy of heaven was his covering.

New-Englanders have always been proud of their Christian ancestors who
bequeathed: to them so rich an inheritance, and well may the present genera-
tion of Texans look back with gratitude and pride to those noble-souled
heroes who by their toils, energy, self-sacrifice and daring, won and be-
queathed to them the fairest Jand on which the sun ever shone. A few of
these old heroes still survive and move among us as mementoes of the past,
their heads whitened with the frosts of many winters, and their steps totter-
ing with the weight of years. God forbid that-they should ever feel want
where plenty abounds, and that the sun of their brighter days should set be-

hind the dark clouds of sorrow.
T.J. P
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XV.
THE TEXAS NAVY.
COMPILED BY SWANTE PALM.

Durinc the busy period of the Revolution which began in 1835, the
“ Authorities” managed, through the kindness of good friends, in the early
part of the year 1836, to pick up a small navy of three vessels, viz., the Znvinci-
ble, Captain L. Brown; the Brufus, Captain Hurd; and the /ndependence,
Captain Hawkins. These vesscls were not idle, but were of infinite service
to Texas in preventing the enemy from receiving supplies. In the first days
of April the Znvincidle sailed on a cruise off Brazos Santiago, and fell in with
the Montesuma, Captain Thompson. After a fight of two hours, the Mexi-
can vessel was driven on shore, and left-in a sinking condition. After repair-
ing his rigging (the only injury he received), Captain Brown stocd out from
the harbor, and fell in with the brig Pocket, from New Orleans to Matamoras,
freighted with flour, lard, rice, and biscuits for the Mexican army, under con-
tract with a house from the former city. The Pocket was brought into Gal-
veston. In August following, the Texan Navy consisted of the Jnwvincible,
carrying eight port-guns and one pivot nine-pounder; the Brufus, of like
force ; the /ndependence, of eight guns; and the Ziberty of three guns,
undergoing repairs.

The appearance of the Mexican fleet in the gulf was followed by some
damage to Texas. The Champion,freighted with provisions, etc., for the
army, was taken by the enemy; and also, on the 12th of April, 1837, the
Fulius Casar, whose cargo was valued at thirty thousand dollars. Presi-
dent Houston had previously issued an order for the release of the Mexican
prisoners taken at the battle of San Jacinto and at other fights ; but, learn-
ing that those on board the captured vessels had been taken into Matamoras
and confined, he revoked the order of release.

The blockading navy of the enemy necessarily came in contact with the
commerce of the United States ; and the Mexican brig-of-war Urrea, having
captured some American vessels and property, was taken by the United
States sloop-of-war Nai#chez, and sent into Pensacola as a pirate. On the
17th of April, the Texan schooner /ndependence, having a crew of thirty-one
men, besides several passengers, among whom was William H. Wharton, on
his return from his mission to the United States—was met, about thirty
miles from Velasco, by two Mexican brigs-of-war, the Libertador, having six-
teen eighteen-pounders and one hundred and forty men, and the FVincedor
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del Alamo, carrying six twelves and one long ejghteen-pounder, and one
hundred men. After a severe fight, in which the Texans behaved most
gallantly, the /ndependence was overpowered and taken into Brazos Santiago,
where the crew and passengers were transferred to Matamoras and confined.
In this engagement, Captain Wheelwright, of the /ndependence, was severely
wounded.

The Texan navy, on leaving Galveston in May, proceeded to the mouth
of the Mississippi, but, failing to find any of the enemy there, after a cruise
of seven or eight days, turned to the coast of Mexico. The Texans made
some small prizes about the island of Mugere, and thence proceeded to
Yucatan, where they camnonaded the town of Sizal for some three hours, but
with little effect. The Texan schooner Jnvincible took, and sent into port as
a prize, the Mexican schooner 4/ispa, of eighty tons; and the Brufus cap-
tured and sent in the schooner Zzlegraps. The Texans also made repeated
landings along the coast, and burnt eight or nine towns. Another vessel,
the Eliza Russell, of one hundred and eighty tons, belonging to English sub-
jects, which was taken by the Znwvincible off the Alicranes, and brought into
Galveston, not being freighted with a contraband cargo, was afterward
restored, with damages, by the Republic.

Colonel John H. Wharton, desirous of making an effort to release his
brother from the prison in Matamoras, obtained permission and a flag, and
proceeded with thirty Mexican prisoners to that town, to make an exchange.
But on landing, he was made a prisoner, and confined in a dungeon. After
an imprisonment of six days, he made his escape and returned to Texas. In
the meantime, his brother, William H. Wharton, through the aid of the well-
known Captain Thompson, of the Mexican navy, also escaped and reached
home. It was intended that Thompson should desert the enemy’s service,
and leave with him; but Thompson’s departure was precipifated by some
information given to the Mexican authorities, and he arrived in Texas before
either of the Whartons.

On the 25th of August, the Brutus and the Znvincible arrived off the bar
at Galveston, having in tow a Mexican armed schooner, which they had -cap-
tured near the banks of Campeachy. On the same evening, the Brufus and
the prize entered the harbor, but the Znwincible could not get in. On the
following morning the latter was attacked by two of the enemy’s armed brigs.
The Brutus, in attempting to go out to her aid, ran aground ; so the /nvincible
was obliged to continue the #negual contest alone during the day. Toward
evening she attempted a retreat, but struck on the breakers near the south-
east channel. The crew landed in safety, but during the night the vessel
went to pieces. The Zrvincible was a favorite craft in the Texan navy, and
her loss much regretted.
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In pursuvance of an act for augmenting the navy, November 4, 1837,
Samuel M. Williams was appointed by the President to contract for the
vessels required by the law. Accordingly, on the 13th of November, 1838,
he contracted with Frederick Dawson, of Baltimore, for one ship, two brigs,
and three schooners, to be fully armed, furnished with provisions and muni-
tions, and delivered in the port of Galveston. In accordance with this con-
tract the Texan government received, on the 24th of June, 1839, the schooner
San Facinto; on the 7th of August, the schooner Saz Antonio; on the 31st
of August, the schooner San Bernard; and, on the 18th of October the brig
Colorads. A corvette and a brig were yet wanting to complete the contract.
On the 23d of March following, was also delivered the steam ship-of-war
Zavala, purchased by General James Hamilton, agent of Jamts Holford.
These vessels, with the Ckarleston, undergoing repairs, and the receiving-brig
Potomac, constituted the navy of Texas, and with which the Secretary of the
Navy said “it was confidently believed that, in a very short time after the navy
should have received orders for capture and reprisal, it would be enabled to
afford a source of revenue to the government, ¢gual to the amount which had
been expended for its creation.”

In 184r the fifth Congress digested and passed an act, January 18th,
greatly reducing the number of officers of the government ; placed all the
public vessels in ordinary, except a schooner. On the subject of the navy,
etc., the president, on the 22d of December, 1842, sent a secret message to
Congress. He had not referred to it in his annual message, not wishing the
world to know the deplorable condition of that arm of the public service.
The vessels of the navy had returned from Yucatan early in May previous,
and were ordered to repair to New Orleans and Mobile to refit, preparatory
to the enforcement of the blockade of the ports of Mexico. This blockade
had been proclaimed by Texas in the confident belief as expressed by Com-
modore Moore, that, with the aid of the friends of the republic in the United
States, the squadron would be ready for sea in a few weeks. In July the navy
was ordered to report at Galveston for further instructions ; and Commodore
Moore was directed on the day the secret message was sent to Congress, he
baving disobeyed repeated orders, to turn over the command to the senior
officer present and report in person. The San Anfonio had been dispatched
to Yucatan in August, 1842, without the knowledge of the Texan govern-
ment, and was lost in a storm. The president recommended the sale of the
vessels, and he believed that the person from whom they had been purchased
could be induced to take them again; and owing to the impoverished
treasury and this representation, the Texas Congress passed a secret act
authorizing the president to sell the war vessels. Through the Commissioners
appointed to do so Commodore Moore was informed of this act. One of
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them reported that Commodore Moore had large claims against the navy for
money expended for its use, that he was inclined to hold on to the vessels, and
that be considered himself not bound to obey orders from the navy depart-
ment, under a law not promulgated. It was also stated that Colonel Zavala,
of Yucatan, was at New Orleans, urging Commodore Moore to sail down
the Gulf coast and capture the Mexican fleet. Commodore. Moore, after
corresponding on the subject, at last declared himself without authority to
enter into any arrangement with Yucatan, and Commodore Moore sailed for
Galveston ; one of the commissioners, Colonel Morgan, being on board.
Arriving at the mouth of the Mississippi, they learned that the Mexican war-
steamship Montezumaewas at Telchak, and that it could probably be taken.
Sailing .t that point, the steamship had on their arrival left. Commodore
Moore, proceeding down the coast with the Awustin and Wharton, had two
important engagements with several of the enemy’s vessels, in which the
Texans fought gallantly and gained much advantage. At last Commodore
Moore, in command of the navy, arrived in Galveston in July. After the
return of the vessels of the navy to Galveston, they were placed in ardinary,
and, for want of funds to equip and man them, they so remained until the
annexation of the Republic to the United States.

The above sketch is principally from Yoakum’s History of Texas and
the archives of the Republic.

XVI

EXPEDITION WEST, UNDER JOHNSON, GRANT, AND
MORRIS.

BY COL. F. W. JQHNSON.

THais expedition had for its object the taking and holding of Matamoras,
an important commercial post, which vielded a large revenue to the govern-
ment of Mexico. As a military point it is of but little value except as a depot.

After the capitulation of General Cos, and the surrender of San Antonio
de Bexar and the Alamo, December, 1835, most of the Texans, then in the
volunteer army, returned to their homes, leaving the place to be garrisoned
by United States volunteers, who had joined previously, and were still arriv-
ing almost daily. All were anxious for active service. An expedition
against Matamoras was soon organized, consisting of the major part of the
troops at that place. Under this state of things it only remained to obtain
the consent of the Provisional Government. For this purpose Colonel John-
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son, then in command of the post, turned the command over to Colonel
Niel, and repaired to San Felipe de Austin, made known his object, which
was readily approved by the Government, and the necessary order was made
for the expedition, which he communicated to his friends, who left San
Antonio de Bexar the latter part of December and prcceeded to Goliad, and
thence to Mission Refugio, where Colonel Johnson joined them. While at
Goliad, General Houston arrived, and followed them to Refugio. At first the
general favored the expedition, but on his arrival at Refugio, declared the
expedition both unwise and unauthorized. This caused a division of opinion,
which ended in most of the men joining Houston’s forces, which, at the time,
consisted of a single company at Goliad.

A considerable number of volunteers from the United States, at the time
spoken of, were at Velasco, mouth of the Brazos, and had tendered their ser-
vices to the government and were accepted. Colonel I. W. Fannin was author-
ized to transport them to Copano, thence by land to Refugio, and join Colonel
Johuson, with whom they were to co-operate. The difficulty of procuring vessels
delayed Fannin. In the meantime Colonels Johnson and Grant, and Major
R. C. Morris, formerly of the New Orleans Grays, marched to San Patricio,
with a force of less than 100 men. Here they remained until Colonel Fannin
arrived at Refugio. In the meantime learning that there was a small detach-
ment of Mexican soldiers west and below San Patricio, Colonel Grant, with
a small force, marched down, surprised and made them prisoners.

After conferring with Colonel Fannin, Colonel Johnson determined to
proceed west for the purpose of getting horses. They pursued their way
within some twenty or twenty-five miles of Sal Colorado, and had horses
sufficient to mount 100 men. Here the command divided, and Grant and
Morris with the largest half of the men, went in pursuit of more horses.
This was contrary to Johnson’s judgment; however, Grant and Morris
insisted on visiting a rancho where it was said there was a large number of
horses belonging to the Mexican government.

About this time they had received intelligence of the advance of General
Santa Anna with a well appointed army, for the purpose of invading Texas.
General Utrrea, in the meantime, was collecting a force at Matamoras, intend-
ing to enter Texas from that point.

Grant and his party were successful, and obtained a'large number of horses.
In the meantime,Johnson and his band had returned with the horses they had,
to San Patricio, where Grant was to join them and proceed together to Goliad,
where Fannin had established his headquarters. While waiting at San
Patricio for Grant, Johnson and his party were surprised, and most of the men
killed. In this connection itis proper to remark that there were no sentinels
posted ; first, for the reason that Grant’s force was in the rear, and, sec-

6
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ond, the men were thinly clad, and the weather very cold. Johnson and four
others—Dan. J. Toler, John, H. Love, James M. Miller, and a Frenchman,
escaped in the following manner. The attack was simultaneous. The house
occupied by Johnson and his companions was surrounded, and being hailed
they were ordered to make a light. Toler, who spoke Spanish well, kept them
in conversation, but was in no hurry to make a light. But a few minutes had
elapsed when there was a discharge of arms in front of the house, which caused
those in rear to move to the front.  Johnson took advantage of this propitious
moment, and ordered his companions to open the back door and try to escape.
They acted promptly, and Johnson followed. The Frenchman secreted
himself until morning, when he surrendered. Having resided in Matamoras,
and being acquainted with many of the officers, he was kindly treated.

Toler, Love, and Miller kept together, and made their way as best they
could for Refugio. The night was very. dark, and greatly favored their
escape. The next morning Johnson overtook them, and they proceeded to-
gether, keeping the brush, and halting and secreting themselves in clumps of
bushes as long as they could for the coldness of the weather. In this way
they traveled until night, when they struck out for the road to Refugio, and,
after getting to it, kept it to within some two miles of Refugio, deeming it
unsafe to enter it at night. Here they were joined by another companion
who had made good his escape.

After resting, refreshing themselves, and giving notice to the few families
at that place, they proceeded: to Goliad, where they arrived the second day.
From thence, Johnson, Toler, and Love proceeded to San Felipe de Austin.
On their way thither, at Victoria, they learned the sad fate of Grant’s party,
all of whom were butchered, except Plaude, who brought the imformation
to Goliad and Victoria, and William Innlock. Colonel R. R. Brown was
made prisoner and held for months before he effected his escape from
Matamoras.

Miller who joined Fannin, was butchered with his command. Innlock
escaped death by being retained as a nurse.
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XVIL

FIRST BREAKING OUT OF THE TEXAS REVOLUTION
AT GONZALES.

(Texas Almanac, 1861.)

THE writer of this has not yet seen any full and correct account of the
first breaking out of the Texas revolution at Gonzales in 1835, and having
been personally present, he gives the following details of facts from his own
knowledge.

The usurper, Santa Anna, having prostrated the constitution of 1824, which
the Texans had subscribed to and sworn to support, and having reduced
some of the Mexican states, to the most humiliating subjection, by forcing upon
them a Central Military Despotism, his ire was then turned toward Texas,
as a part of the State of Coahuila. Knowing what kind of men he had to
contend with, his first object was % désarm, and then to coerce.

For the consummation of these tyrananical objects, the usurper sent an
armed force from San Antonio of some three hundred cavalry to take a con-
non from the citizens of Gonzales, which had been furnished them by the
Mexican government to defend themselves against the incursions of the
Indians.

The Mexican commander demanded the cannon. The citizens replied
that their Alcalde was absent, and that they would give him an answer on the
Alcalde’s return. This produced a suspense of some three days. No time
was lost in sending an express to the Guadaloupe, the Colorado, and the
Brazos, for aid. Volunteers from each of these points turned out and hastened
to the rescue.

On the arrival of Captain Goheen from the Guadaloupe, Captains Moore
and Coleman from the Colorado, and Captain Smith from the Brazos, with
their companies, the citizens then informed the Mexican commander that Mr.
Williams, their Alcalde, had returned, and that he had determined not to give
up the cannon. The Mexican officer said: .7 kave come for the cannon, and
will not return without i’ He was then informed that he would not get the
cannon without a fight.

The Mexican force occupied the west and the Texans the east bank of
the Guadaloupe river, for some two days. In this time of suspense, Major
R. M. Williamson and others drew the cannon in open view of the Mexican
army, and elevated upon itin large and glaring letters: “CoME AND TAKE 1T !™
The Mexican officer, thinking prudence the better part of valor, declined mak-
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ing the effort ; but moved his encampment about six miles on the direction to
San Antonio. The Texans completed their organization by electing Colonel
John H. Moore and Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. E. Wallace to the command.
There were seven physicians in the army—they formed themselves into a
medical board by electing Rev. W. P. Smith, M.D., President, and Thomas
J. Gazley, M.D., Secretary.

On the 1st of October, 1835, Colonel Moore called a council of war, con-
sisting of the field, staff, and company officers. It determined that it was too
much to bear their own expenses and to ride the distance that they had done
to meet the enemy, and then to return home without a fight. Hence the
unanimous veice of the council was: “We will koist the flag of liberty and
attgck the Mexicans in their encampment on to-morrow morning at daybreak.”
Orders were issued on the evening of the same day, that the army take up
the line of march, cross the Guadaloupe River, form on the west bank, and
await further orders. The army having crossed, and at about the hour of
eleven at night, being formed into a hollow square, Colonels Moore and
Wallace, with the Rev. W. P. Smith, rode into the square, when the latter,
being seated on his favorite mule, addressed the army as follows:

“FELLOW-SOLDIERS : To cap the climax of a long catalogue of injuries
and grievances attempted to be heaped upon us, the government of Mexico,
in the person of Santa Anna, has sent an army to commence the disarming
system. Give up the cannon, and we may surrender our small-arms also,
and at once be the vassals of the most imbecile and unstable government
upon earth.

“But will Texas give up the cannon? will she surrender her small-arms?
Every response is Vo, never / never will she submit to a degradation of that
character !

“ Fellow-soldiers, the cause for which we are contending is just, honorable,
and glorious—our liberty ! The sanre blood that animated the hearts of our
ancestors of '76 still flows warm in our veins,

“ Having waited several days for the Mexican army to make an attack
upon us, we have now determined to attack them on to-morrow morning at
the dawn of day. Some of us may fall, but if we do, let us be sure to fall
with our faces toward the enemy. Your humble speaker has had the pleasure
of examining the contemplated plan of attack. It is judiciously arranged;
and to show you that he has had some opportunity of judging, he would
simply say that he was with Generals Jackson, Carroll, and Coffee in the
great battles at New Orleans in 1814-13.

“ Fellow-soldiers, let us march silently, obey the commands of our superior
officers, and united as one man, present a bold front to the enemy. Victory
will be ours! We have passed the Rubicon, and we have borne the insults
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and indignities of Mexico until forbearance has ceased to be a virtue. A
resort to arms is our only alternative ; we must fight and we will fight. In
numerical strength, the nation against whom we contend is our superior ; but
so just and so noble is the cause for which we contend that the strong arm
of Jehovah will lead us on to victory, to glory, and to empire.

“With us, every thing is at stake—our firesides, our wives, our children,
our country, our all! Great will be the influence over the colonies resulting
from the effort we are about to make. We must sustain ourselves in the contest.
This will inspire confidence in the minds of our countrymen.

“Fellow-soldiers, march with bold hearts and steady steps to meet the
enemy, and let every arm be nerved, while our minds are exercised with the
happy reflection that the guardian angels are directing our course.

“ZLet us all go into battle with the words of the immortal Patrick Henry,
before the Virginia House of Burgesses, deeply impressed upon our hearts,
when, with arms extended toward heaven, and with a voice of thunder, he
exclaimed in the most patriotic manner, ¢ Give me lLiberty, or give me death /'

The address being concluded, the army took up the line of march silently
and in good order. As soon as daylight had fairly dawned, Colonel Moore
demanded of the Mexican officer to surrender. On his refusal to do so, the
order passed rapidly along the line—*“Fire.” Immediately the Mexicans
were saluted by a volley of grape thrown into their camp from that very
cannon which had been the bone of contention. Being quickly seconded
by a general discharge of small-arms, the Mexicans retreated precipitately
toward San Antonio, and in accordance with their usage, took their killed
and wounded with them. The Texans then returned to Gonzales, where all
hearts were made glad at the arrival of the Father of his Country, Colonel
Stephen F. Austin, from the prisons of Mexico.

Several other companies of volunteers having arrived, so as to make
a more extensive organization of the army necessary, Colonel S. F. Austin
by acclamation was announced the commanding General of the army, and
he appointed Colonel William T. Austin his aid, and Rev. W. P. Smith,
Surgeon-General. While drilling and preparing for the march to San An-
tonio, the Sabbath day arrived, on the evening of which Rev. W. P. Smith,
acting in the joint capacity of surgeon and chaplain to the army, preached to
a large and promiscuous assembly of officers, soldiers, and citizens on these
words: “If ye be willing and obedient ye shall eat the good of the land ; but
if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured by the sword, for the mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it.” (Isaiah i. 19, z0.) This text was appropriate
at the commencement of a revolution. Other battles had previously been
fought in defense of the Constitution of 1824, but the attack as above narrated
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may justly be consideyed the one which put in motion the great ball of the
Texan Revolution.

A few days having been spent in preparations, the line of march was
taken up for San Antonio. While en route for that point, General Austin
received an appointment from the Provisional Government as one of the
financial commissioners to the United States, and as war can not be success-
fully carried on without money, duty compelled him to accept.

His vacancy being filled by the election of General Edward Burleson, the
army continued its march to San Antonio, where by a bold and patriotic
effort, in which the lamented Colonel Benj. R. Milam, with other noble
spirits, fell, the Texan army were successful: in gaining a signal victory over
General Cos and his numerous army. The country being cleared of its
enemies, the sunshine of peace again shone brightly in all her borders during

the little remainder of 1833
AN OLD SOLDIER.

XVIIIL
TEXAS.

(From the New York Times.)

TExAs was a name to conjure with, some thirty or forty years ago, and it
will always be remembered as the origin of these exasperations, which, in
1848, left the United States in possession of nearly half the Republic of
Mexico. The area of Texas is 274,000 square miles, about six times as
large as the State of New York ; and nature seems to have formed it to be,
like Arabia and Poland, a broad field of warlike enterprise and liberty—
though the Polish part of the parallel must be assumed to represent the
Sobieski days of the Ziberum Veto and the equestrian parliaments with
drawn swords.

The name Texas is Celtiberian or Spanish. Some tell us it has the
meaning of “ Paradise,”—the suggestion no doubt, of a Carankawa buffalo-
hunter; and others—our author among them—seem to think it meant
Friend, a much feebler sort of guess. But, as in all original cases of the
kind, nature herself has vindicated the sense of the nomenclature. ZZkas
meant and means APlain, in the Celtic—the great plain near Spanish Seville
being named Dekesa.  Texas and Poland were named in the same way, and
for the same reason, meaning level or plain countries. There was a Zzxas,
or raised platform for the noble family, in the hall of every prince and baron
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of the medizval ages, and it was spelled Dais—a term curiously mistaken
for a canopy.

Texas was always a ‘“ hard ” ground for the march of civilization. The
Indians loved “horse to ride and weapon wear,” better than they loved the
Catholic missionaries, and the latter were by degrees exterminated. In
1758, the last lingering priests were massacred at La Saba, and the station
broken up. France had a claim on Texas as touching on Louisiana ; but in
1763 she gave it up. In 1806, Aaron Burr planned an expedition for the
invasion of that derelict and debatable ground, but it was arrested by the
Government while on its way, and Burr tried for the offense.

In 1814, Magee, Kemper, Gutierez, Perry, and others, whose names sug-
gest the very mixed quality of the enterprise, made a more resolute attempt
on that territory, and fought battles with the Mexican forces for three or four
years before they were overpowered. Others made similar attempts ; and in
1819 Dr. Long of Tennessee went in and established a provisional government
at Nacogdoches. But he, too, failed, and was put to death it the city of Mexico.
Then came the daring corsair, Jean Lafitte of Bordeaux, who raised his flag
at Galveston, in the Gulf, and had an idea of establishing a Texan Carthage
in that place. He oftered a reward of $5,000 for the head of Governor
Claiborne of Louisiana, who had begun the quarrel by offering the same
amount for his ; and when he had captured the whole expedition sent against
him by Claiborne, he feasted them with a piratical magnanimity, and sent
them back to his enemy with a sarcastic message. Lafitte also failed ; and
then, in 1821, came Stephen F. Austin, of Missouri, armed with a grant of
territory on the Brazos River, conceded by the Republican Congress of Mex-
ico. From the ground of that advance there was no more retreating. The
modern growth of Texas is sufficiently remembered. In 1830 it held 20,000
Americans. It has now about 1,000,000, and holds go,000,000 of acres to
dispose of as public lands. In his ‘“ Brief History of Texas,” Mr. Baker gives
a concise and authentic record of all its early troubles, and the subsequent
administrations, acts of legislature, remarkable events, and domestic progress
of the territory, both as “ Lone Star ” and State of the Union. It isvery well
fitted to be a book of instruction in schools.
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XIX.
AUSTIN’S FIRST COLONY.

{Texas Planter.)

PeacH Point, BrAZORIA Co., July 1st, 1852
MR. EDITOR:

. In the last number of the “ Planter,” I noticed an article under caption of
Austin’s First Colony, in which I detected several errors which I respectfully
beg leave to correct. You say that Austin arrived on the banks of the
Brazos River on the first day of January, 1822. He arrived on the banks
of the Brazos on the first day of August, 1821, with Edward Lovelace, Neil
Gaspar, Bellew, H. Holstein, William Little, Joseph Polly,* James
Beard, Beard, —— Marple, William Wilson, Dr. Hewitson, Irwine,
W. Smithers, and Barre. These were the hardy men with whom Austin
first blazed his way through the Brazos bottom. They were the first pioneers
of the old “three hundred.” None preceded them. Austin arrived at San
Antonio with his little party, in company with the commissioner Don Erasnio
Seguin, on the rzth day of August, 1821, and not in January, 1822, as stated
by you. In justice to the name of Seguin, let me add that no Mexican
ever did more for Texas and the colonists, than did that true-hearted man.
In the infancy of Texas, in the days of her weakness and his strength, he
was the faithful friend of the Americans. (Would I could say the same of
the Americans toward him.) A man of intelligence and position, having
the confidence of his government, through him Austin obtained many
favors for the colonists.

In San Antonio, whenever an American got into difficulty, Seguin was
the first and best friend he had, and those who lived here in early times,
when the Mexican was strong, know how valuable such a friend could prove.
Austin, through the representations of Seguin and Beumende, was received
with great kindness by General Martinez.

He obtained permission of the Governor to explore the country on the
Colorado and Brazos, and to sound the entrances, harbors, etc., of those
rivers. With nine of his men he made these explorations sufficiently to
satisfy him of the great fertility of the land along these streams. He then
returned to Louisiana, preparatory to carrying out the colonization plan.

In December, 1821, he arrived on the Brazos, where the La Bahia road
crosses it, with his settlers, the first families of the old “three hundred.”

* Recently of this county,
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On New Year’s eve, he encamped on New Year’s creek. Andy Robinson *
was the first permanent settler on the Brazos, near where the town of Wash-
ington now stands. In March following, Austin went to San Antonio to
report to the Governor, when he was informed that it would be necessary for
him to proceed to Mexico, to procure from Congress, then in session, confir-
mation of the grant to his father, Moses Austin, and to receive special
instructions as to the distribution of land, issuance of titles, etc. This trip
to Mexico was totally unexpected and very embarrassing ; for, not anticipating
anything of the kind, he was entirely unprepared.

There was no time for hesitation. Arrangements were at once made for
Mr. Josiah H. Bell to take charge of the settlement, and Austin departed
for Mexico, a distance of twelve hundred miles by land. The greater part
of this journey he performed on foot, dressed like a mendicant soldier to
avoid robbers. Mrs. Mary Bell, widow of Josiah H. Bell, now lives in this
county ; and a purer, nobler-minded woman never breathed its air. Not an
old Texan lives who does not love and revere this admirable lady—this

good Samaritan of Austin’s Colony.
Guy M. Brvan.

XX.
MOMENTOUS INCIDENT OF THE TEXAS REVOLUTION

RECONCILIATION OF AUSTIN AND WHARTON.

(Galveston News.)
AUSTIN, May, 1874.

Ebpitors NEws:

Believing as I do, that incidents often indicate the character of men, I
propose to relate one connected with the undisputed and practical commence-
ment of the revolution which separated Texas from Mexico.

Early in the month of October, 1835, and but a day or two previous to
the organization of the volunteer army of Texas, at Gonzales, the writer, in
company with Wm. H. Wharton, and Wm. G. Hill, arrived at that place
a short time after dark, and seeing a glimmering light in an old-fashioned
double-logged cabin, we rode to it.” At the suggestion of Mr. Wharton, the
writer dismounted and entered the house, and much to our g'ratiﬁcation,
found Pleasant D. McNeil of Brazoria county. I at once asked him the
news. He replied, “I fear we are to have trouble: there are several gentle-
men here (and he named them), each of whom has been, and is, aspiring to
the chief command of the army ; each one has his squad of friends, but neither

* Now living in this county.
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seems able to harmonize a majority ; so that a few days ago it was agreed to
send an express to San Felipe for Colonel S. F. Austin, with the hope that,
sooner than abandon the contemplated and cherished object of driving the
garrison from San Antonio, all would unite on him: and,” said he, in conclu-
sion, “Colonel Austin reached here a short time since, very much fatigued,
and is in the next room lying down.” I asked for nothing more, but without
ceremony entered the room where Colonel Austin was, and found him lying
on his blanket, with,an “inch” of candle stuck' on a chip by his side, evi-
dently in feeble health. He greeted me very cordially, and prepared a seat
for me on the side of his blanket. I accepted, and he related to me in a few
words what he understood to be the condition of matters, and with much
feeling expressed fears that he would not be able to reconcile existing
difficulties ; that it was well known by all that he knew nothing practically
about military matters ; that there were men of influence whose feelings, he
regretted to say, were so bitter toward him that he greatly feared that they
would never consent to abandon their ambitious views for the purpose of
harmonizing any difficulty by uniting on him.

Just then he recognized the voice, as he thought, of Mr. Wharton in the
next room, and asked me if he was there. I told him he was ; that we came
together. He then spoke of Mr. Wharton as one of the men of ability and
influence, whose feelings toward him were very bitter—than whom there was
not a man who would use greater exertions to defeat any effort to unite on
him, without reference to the object to be accomplished thereby. He then
came to a pause, evidently desiring to have my opinion as to what he had
expressed, for he well knew that the personal relations between Mr. Wharton
and myself were of the most cordial nature. I said to him, “ Colonel Austin,
both Mr. Wharton and yourself are sensible and patriotic men, and it will not
do for the feelings to which you refer, and which I understand, to militate
against the public good ; we have too much at stake ; this must be settled, at
least for the present.” He sprang from off his blanket and, deeply excited,
grasped me by the hand and asked if I thought Mr. Wharton would listen to
an advance of that nature coming from him. I told him I had no doubt of
it ; if he did not, I should tell him plainly he was not the man I had believed
him to be. With a lip quivering with emotion, still holding my hand, he
said, “ Captain Russell, all I am and all I have, except my personal honor,
which, at all hazards, must be saved, belongs to Texas, my own dear Texas.
Go, then, as a messenger of peace, and with the solitary reservation of my
personal honor, make any pledge in my name that may be necessary to
secure the object, and I will indorse.” I left him, passed to the room where
I had left Mr. McNeil, and found that both Wharton and Hill had entered
the room. I asked Mr. Wharton out in the yard, and told him I had a mes-
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sage for him, and enjoined silence on his part until the message was delivered
in full. When I had concluded the message, to which, in brief, I appended
my own views, the first words uttered by Mr. Wharton, were, “ Great God !
is it possible for that man to entertain sentiments so elevated? From my
heart T honor him. Return to him ; tell him any thing for me you may deem
necessary. We all have the same great object in view, and no man shall
excel me in the performance of any duty deemed necessary to accomplish our
purpose.” I understood the impulsive nature of Mr. Wharton well, and
before leaving him said, * Mr. Wharton, perhaps no man knows better than
yourself that occasionally there are feelings entertained, or lurking in the
heart of man, which silence best, and it may be which silence only, can
express. I, therefore, deem it proper to stipulate that youreturn to the room,
from whence you came—I will go for Colonel Austin, take him to the room—
that you meet, take each other by the right hand, and not a word to be
uttered by any person until the silence be broken by others present.” I
proceeded for Colonel Austin, told him how they were to meet, and con-
ducted him to the room, where they met as stated, with a silent grasp of the
hand, encircled by William G. Hill, Pleasant D. McNeil, and Wm. J. Russell,
with the servants of Colonel Austin, Wharton, and Russell, named respect-
ively Isam, Abram, and John, as lookers-on. Here indeed was exhibited a
tableau upon which, I have often thought, an angel might have looked with
approval. Of the eight persons above named, the writer is the only survivor:
and although he has often thought of giving the incident to the public, it is
quite likely that it would be delayed until he, too, had passed away, but for
the suggestion of some friends, who, being apprised of it, insisted that it be
given to the public. There are those still living of that comparatively small
band of patriot brothers, some of whom have said to the writer within the past
week, that but for the personal reconciliation above described, there would have
been no organization of the army at that time ; and had that happened, no one
could say what disastrous consequences might have followed. 1If this opinion
be correct, it furnishes but another in the long and interesting catalogue of
incidents with which the true history of Texas is full, and which, though of
but apparent trifling import at the time, have developed into results. I may
be permitted to add, that my acquaintance with General Stephen F. Austin
dates back to 1828, and I am clearly of the opinion that his true character
has never, in general, been fully understood, nor properly appreciated ; and
hence, not only his memory, but the true history of Texas, have suffered and
will continue to suffer to a greater or less degree.
WM. J. RUSSELL.



Q2 TEXAS SCRAP-BOOK.

XXI.
THE GRASS FIGHT.

(Texas Almanac.)

THais fight took place November 28th, 1835. I was then in the army at San
Antonio, and most of the facts stated were known to me personally. Several
days previously to this fight it was currently reported in camp, that there
was a quantity of silver coming from Mexico, upon pack mules, to pay off the
soldiers of General Cos. Our scouts kept a close watch, to give the news as
soon as the convoy should be espied, so that we might intercept the treasure.
On the morning of the 28th, Colonel Bowie was out in the direction of the
Medina, with a company, and discovered some mules with packs approach-
ing ; and supposing this to be the expected train, he sent a messenger for
re-enforcements. The camp was then above town at the old mill on the San
Antonio River. Colonel Burleson immediately started with additional troops
to join Bowie, but before reaching him, the latter, fearing the train would
escape, made the attack with what forces he had. When Burleson arrived,
Bowie had fallen back to a ditch or ravine near by, as affording a better
position. Assoon as they effected a union of their companions, they made
an attack upon the Mexicans, who fell back, but being followed, they soon
broke and fled. Thus ended the celebrated grass fight. The enemy left
their packs, as they fled ; which upon examination were found to be filled
with grass, which they had gone out for and cut the night before, and were
bringing into the fort for theirhorses. This circumstance was of course quite
a disappointment to men whose heads were filled with visions of gold and
silver ; and the encounter was denominated the ¢ Grass Fight.” We lost
one man and two wounded. The loss of the enemy is unknown.

WirLiam S. TAYLOR.

XXII.
MILITARY EVENTS OF TEXAS.

(From an old fewspaper.)

BaTTLE of Nacogdoches, August 2, 1827 ; Texans under Colonel Hayden
E. Edwards, with a force of 250 defeated the Mexicans under Colonel
Don Je de las Piedras, with 350.
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Fort of Velasco, commanded by Colonel Don Domingo Ugartechea, with
175 men, taken by the Texans, under John Austin, with 130 men, June 26th,
1332,

In June, 1835, the Texans, under Colonel Travis, took the garrison of
Anahuac, under Captain Tenora.

Rout at Gonzales, of a detachment of cavalry from the Mexican garrison,
at Bexar, October 1st, 1833.

Capture of Goliad, under Sandoval, by Captain Collingsworth, with 50
men, October gth, 1835.

Battle of Conception, near Bexar: 450 Mexicans defeated by Bowie and
Fannin, with only 9z men.

Capture of Lipantitlan, on the river Nueces, by Adjutant Westover, No-
vember 3d, 1835.

The Grass Fight, near Bexar—4o00 Mexicans retreated from zoo Texans,
November 8th, 1833.

Attack upon San Antonio de Bexar,—1,400 Mexicans, under General
Cos, surrendered to the Texans, December 1oth, 1835.

Retreat of General Houston from Gonzales, March 1oth, 1836.

Assault of thé Alamo, by Santa Anna—garrison put to the sword, March
6, 1836.

Mexicans defeated in the first fight of the ¢ Mission del Refugio,” by the
Texans, under Captain King, March gth, 1836.

Expedition against Matamoros, by the Texans, under Johnson, Grant,
etc,, proved an entire failure, January, 1836.

The town of Bexar taken by the Mexicans and the Texans retired into
the Alamo, February 21st, 1836.

Second fight of “ Mission del Refugio.” Colonel Ward attacked and
drove back a large body of Mexicans, March 1oth, 1836.

Ward’s retreat from the Refugio, March 11th, 1836—surrendered 24th—
massacred on the 28th,

Defeat of Fannin, with 415 men, and all massacred by the Mexicans,
March 1gth, 1836.

San Felipe de Austin burned by the Texans, March 31st, 1836.

Harrisburg burned by the Mexicans, April 16th, 1836.

New Washington burned by the Mexicans, April zoth, 1836,

Battle of San Jacinto—750 Texans, under General Houston, defeated
the Mexicans under Santa Anna, with about 1,600 men, killing upward of
750, and taking the remainder, with Santa Anna himself, April 21st, 1836.

Retreat of the Mexicans beyond the frontier of Texas, April 24th, 1836.
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XXIII.
THE BATTLE OF SAN JACINTO.

(From A Brief History of Texas))

O~ the morning of the 19th of April, the Texan army crossed over and
marched down the right bank of the Buffalo Bayou to within half a mile of
its junction with the San Jacinto River. Here they formed in line of battle
on the edge of a grove of trees, their rear protected by the timber, while before
them was the open prairie.

A few days before this, the army of the young Republic had received two
pieces of artillery as a gift from some of the citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio.
These were named the “ Twin Sisters,” and were placed in position. On the
morning of the 2oth of April, and soon after General Houston had dispersed
his forces, Santa Anna came marching up in battle array. A velley from the
“Twin Sisters” brought him to a sudden halt, and falling back to a clump
of trees a quarter of a mile distant, he formed in line of battle. Inreturn for
the feint of the evening, Colonel Sherman, at the head of his mounted men,
made a gallant charge upon the Mexican army, which, although it did not ac-
complish any decisive result, seemed to inspire our men with fresh enthusiasm.

The 21st of April dawned bright and beautiful. It was felt by those who
were to participate in its stirring scenes, to be the day upon which the conflict
for Texas was to be decided.

On this side was arrayed the whole available army of Texas, embracing
750* men. On that, were the best troops of Mexico, to the number of 1,800,
and commanded by an able and wily general. The men of Texas were aware
that every thing for them depended upon the issue of the fight, and every
heart was beating quick and every netve well strung.

The men of Mexico were flushed with pride at recent successes,
and felt secure of the result.

Early in the morning General Houston sent Deaf Smith, the celebrated
Texas spy, with two or three men, to destroy Vince’s bridge across the bayou
over which the Mex1can army had passed, thus cutting off their only
available avenue of escape The daring exploit was executed almost in the
presence of the foe. It was now decided to be the moment to attack Santa
Aunna in his intrenchments. With the stillness of death the patriot army
moved, in three divisions, to the charge. No music heralded the advance. No
sound but the quiet tread of- determined men broke the stillness of that

* See General Rusk’s Report.
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spring morning. When within two hundred yards they received the volley of
the enemy’s advanced column without quailing, and then increased their
pace to a “ double quick.”

When within seventy yards the word “FIRE” was given, and six hundred
Texas rifles belched forth their deadly contents. Then the shout, “ ALamo”
and “ GoL1AD,” rang along the entire line, and they rushed forward to a hand
to hand encounter. But Mexican valor had already given way before the
impetuosity of that charge, and in a few minutes more the boastful legions
of the “ Napoleon of the West” were in full retreat. The rout soon became
general. Finding the bridge destroyed, the Mexicans plunged into the bayou,

HousToN AND SANTA ANNA.

where many were drowned or slain by their pursuers. Seven hundred dead
Mexicans upon that day atoned for the butchery at the Alamo and Goliad;
and seven hundred and thirty prisoners were in the hands of the victerious
army.

Santa Anna in vain tried to escape. He was discovered, on the morning
of the 22d, hiding in the long grass with a blanket thrown over his head, and
was taken to the quarters of General Houston.

At the time Santa Anna was brought before him, Houston, who had
been severely wounded in the battle, was lying on a mattrass under a tree
which constituted his headquarters. The President of Mexico, bowing low
before him, said, “I,am General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, a prisoner
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of war at your disposal.” General Houston requested him to sit down,
which he did, at the same time asking for opium. A piece of this drug was
brought him, which he eagerly swallowed. He then at once proposed to
purchase his freedom, but was answered, ‘‘that was a matter to be negotiated
with the government of Texas.” He however persisted saying to Houston,
“You can afford to be generous, you have conquered the Napoleon of the
West.”

General Houston asked him “how he could expect mercy after showing
none at the Alamo?”

He replied, that “by the rules of war, when a fort refused to surrender,
and was taken by assault, the prisoners were doomed to death.” General
Houston answered him that *“such a rule was a disgrace to the civilization
of the nineteenth century.” He was then asked “by what rule he justified
the massacre of Goliad?” He replied that “he had orders from his gov-
ernment to execute all that were taken with arms in their hands.”

General Houston told him that “ e was the government—a Dictator had
no superior, and that he must at once write an order for all his troops to
abandon Texas and return home.” This he did, and the dispatch was sent
by a trusty messenger to his subordinates,

How to dispose of Santa Anna was a troublesome question. Among the
soldiers the feeling existed that his life only could atone for the cruelties per-
petrated by his order. But prudence as well as humanity dictated another
course, and his life was spared. The following agreement was entered into
between him and the President of Texas:

First. That he would never again take up arms against Texas.

Second. That he should order all Mexican troops in Texas to return
home.

Third. That he should cause to be restored all captured property.

In consideration of the fulfillment of these conditions he was to be set
free. When the time came for his release, the storm of popular indignation
was so great, that President Burnet thought best to order his longer deten-
tion as a prisoner of war.

Santa Anna was liberated by President Houston, in January, 1837, and
sent to Washington, D. C., whence he returned to Mexico.

7
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XXIV.
REVOLUTIONARY INCIDENTS.

BURNING OF VINCE'’S BRIDGE.
(Texas Almanac, 1861.)
SAN ANTONIO, January 14, 1858,
Honw. JEssE GRIMES.

DEAR Sir: In compliance with the promise I made you when at Austin
the other day, I shall endeavor to perform a task, to me extremely delicate,
if not difficult. Delicate, because of the great diversity of opinion respecting
the incident of burning the bridge over Vince’s Bayou, on the morning of the
21st of April, 1836, the day of the memorable victory of San Jacinto.

Although many years have rolled by since that event, the leading circum-
stances attending the incident are still fresh in my memory; and if I err in
giving its details, I feel assured that the error springs from the deficiency of
recollection, but not from design.

On the morning of the 21st of April, 1836, Captain Carnes’ cavalry
company, commonly called Deaf Smith’s Spy Company, were drawn up in line
on the edge of General Houston’s position. As well as I recollect, we were
between thirty and forty strong. The Mexican cavalry, whom we fought the
evening before, at that moment were drawn up in line, on the south of our
position, about six hundred yards distant. I think they were from sixty to
to eighty strong. They seemed to invite us again to combat ; but prudence,
in my humble opinion, dictated to our leaders a different course than to engage
them at that moment. While sitting in our saddles, John Coker, my left file-
leader, made the following remark, and the suggestions following :

“ Boys, before many hours, we will have one of the damnedest, bloodiest
fights that ever was fought, and I believe it would be a good plan to go and
burn that bridge so as not only to impede the advance of re-enforcements of
the enemy, but it will cut off all chance of retreat of either party.”

The proposition was seconded by the whole company, when Deaf Smith
proposed to go and see the General, and get his approval-to the enterprise.
Word for word of what passed between our leaders, I am not able to repeat,
except that Smith told us Houston asked him :

“Can you do it without being cut to pieces by the Mexican cavalry?”

Smith said that he replied to Houston:

“ Give me six men, and I will try.”

On Smith’s return to our little party, he stopped about the center, facing
us, and in the saddle, some questions were asked him, as:
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“ What did the General say?” He made no answer then ; but, after sur-
veying us from right to left with an iron-like countenance, he said:

“I want six men. I am going to burn the bridge. I want six men who
are willing to follow me through, or perish in the attempt.”

There was silence for several moments, as six of us dropped out of the
little line and volunteered to follow our favorite chief. But let me here do
justice to the remainder of our companions-in-arms, by saying, and believing
what I say, that there were scarcely a man of our spy company who would
not have volunteered to follow Deaf Smith, had each and all been well-mounted.
I will here mention the names of all who joined Deaf Smith in the enterprise ;
yet, before doing so, beg leave to state, that I differ from the opinion of my old
friend, “ Uncle Jack Coker,” as we called him, as to the name of one of the
party, but, having the most implicit confidence in “ Uncle Jack’s” honesty I
am willing to risk his statement, and give the names as he has set them down:
Deaf Smith, Denmore Rives, John Coker, Y. P. Alsbury, —— Rainwater, John
Garner, Lapham ; seven in all. We were compelled to pass within gun-
shot of the extreme left of the Mexican cavalry, who were drawn out, as
stated, with their left reaching within gun-shot of Buffalo Bayou, up which we
had to go to reach the bridge, situated some eight or nine miles on the road
leading to the Brazos.

It being understood that we would maneuver so as to pass the Mexican
horse, if possible, without a fight, the remainder of our company followed
slowly, under a soldier’s pledge, that, were we attacked by the cavalry, they
would come to our assistance. Our main body maneuvered, with the feint of
an engagement, so that we passed to the rear unmolested, some distance ;
when our comrades regained the camp, leaving the enemy to enjoy the belief
that we were too cowardly to fight.

We moved rapidly, till reaching the mouth of the lane, on the north side
of which was situated the double log-house before occupied by Mr. Vince, we
filed off to the left, so as to avoid an ambuscade, should the enemy be con-
cealed within the dwelling. We threw down the fence where it joined Vince’s
Bayou, over which the bridge was built. One hundred and fifty yards more,
and we were at the bridge, over which Deaf Smith ,and myself passed, with
the view of reconnoitering, leaving the remainder of our party to “strike fire,’
and make the necessary preparations for burning the bridge on our return.

We had gone about half a mile, when we noticed, in the sandy soil, the
track of a carriage-wheel. Smith, with a countenance of mixed rage and
disappointment, exclaimed :

‘“ Santa Anna has made his escape! Here is his carriage-track, going
back, pulled by mules in a great hurry!”

I proposed to him that we should gallop on, about one mile, to a difficult
crossing of another bayou, where we might get the honor of helping him to
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cross. He replied: “My orders are to burn the- bridge, and return as
quick as possible.”

In a few minutes we were at the bridge, where we found our comrades,
prepared with fire, and plenty of dry rails and wood. In a few minutes the
bridge was in flames. If I recollect aright, it was built of cedar,

‘Nothing of interest occurred till we reached the first deep, dry hollow,
half or three-quarters of a mile above our camp, when an incident happened,
which goes to illustrate strongly the extraordinary sagacity of that masterly
man, Deaf Smith, After ordering a halt, he observed:

%I will ride up the high ground, next to camp, far enough to see whether
any of the Mexican horsemen are near, so that we may avoid them.”

Our eyes were bent on our leader, as we suddenly saw him drop down on
the mane of his horse, and turn toward us. When up to us, the question
was asked :

“ What news ?”

When, with an eye and a countenance I shall never forget, he said:

“The prairie is filled with Mexican horse. I-can not see how, or where,
they got their re-enforcements from.”

Eyeing every man with the eye of a tiger, he asked : ¢ What shall we do?”
We told him :

“You are our leader, and we shall follow you, let your course be forward
or back.”

“My orders are, to return to camp: I will do it or die; but,” eyeing
every one of us with a scrutiny even painful, he said, * If there is one or
more of you prefers making your escape, I now give you leave.” We loved
our leader almost as we did our country, and replied to him again :

“ Lead on, we follow!” A change, I thought, then came over his coun-
tenance as I discovered his terrible eye moisten with a tear. He asked:

“Are your arms all right?” He then added, “ We will go down the
dry hollow to where it joins the bayou, and then, in' Indian file, run to the
level above, which will bring us in about one hundred yards of the enemy’s
extreme left. When discovered by them we will raise the Texan yell, and
charge, at full speed, through their line. - They will, no doubt, kill me, my
boys ! but, by God ! I will make an opening for the rest of you to pass!”

Such was the plan understood ; and, sir, I have heard men say, that they
could meet such scenes with cool indifference ; but, sir, they are braver than
I profess to be. Although I must say, and when I say it,do so with candor
and truth, that not one of Smith’s men but would have preferred the risk of
death, rather than an ignominious, disgraceful desertion of the leader we all
loved. But to conclude:

When fairly on the level which commanded a partial view of both armies,
we saw no Mexican cavalry ; but knew, from the hearty laugh of our leaden
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that he had, as he boastingly said, put our fidelity to the test. For my part,
1 felt well satisfied that I had saved my credit for courage without having the
work to do ; and doubt not but my companions felt as I did.

I have thus, in obedience to your wish, and in accordance with my prom-
ise, given you 3 plain, candid and continuous narrative of the facts, and lead-
ing incidents attending the enterprise of burning the bridge ; also, the testi-
mony of Mr. John Coker, of Bexar county, authenticating the correctness of
my account of the chief incident herein narrated. Mr. Coker is a man who,
in the estimation of his acquaintances, is second to none in honesty of purpose,
valor, and patriotism.

As what I have repeated to you, concerning this affair, is dictated at
least by a clear conscience, if not a clear mind, I feel no reluctance in letting
the world see it if it suits your pleasure.

If T have committed an error, or made a blunder in my detail of the
chief incident that is believed to have insured the capture of Santa Anna, it
will afford me great pleasure to correct either one or the other, Lest the
belief just expressed may appear presumptuous, I may state that the under-
signed was one of thirteen who followed the distinguished Santa Anna and
the remnant of his staff and cavalry back to the site of the bridge I had left
in flames some three hours before. Respectfully and truly yours,

Y. P. ALsSBURY.

I, John Coker, of the county of Bexar, State of Texas, have no hesitation
in stating, that the material facts in the preceding narrative are correct.
Signed this seventeenth day of January, 1858,

Joun COKER,

XXV.
EARLY HISTORY OF TEXAS.

(Texas Almanac, 1873.)

From the Life and Times of David G. Burnet, by Colonel A. M. Hobby,
of Galveston:

From the first settlement of Texas, in 1691 to 1821, Texas and Coahuila
constituted a province of Mexico, under the domination of Spanish authority.
After the achievement of Mexican independence, and by the Constitution of
the Mexican United States, adopted in 1824, this territory constituted the
State of Coahuila and Texas in the Republic of Mexico. The constituent
Congress of the combined States decreed its installation, agreeably to the
constitutive act of the Mexican Confederation, in 1824, but the State Constitu-
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tion was not framed and sanctioned until 1827. Public officers were appointed
provisionally, and derived their authority from the constituent Congress.

This union, alike between the States and the Republic, proved to be an
unhappy one. There was little in common between the inhabitants of Coa-
huila and the intrepid Anglo-Americans of Texas. So great was the national
dissimilarity that not even judicious compromises, early and graciously made,
nor reciprocal forbearance generously practice