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Front cover: This aerial view of Dallas, from a 1932 
postcard, looks north past the Adolphus Hotel and 
Magnolia Building (not yet sporting its neon Pegasus) 
and clearly shows the 45-degree angle of the streets 
north of Pacific. This odd juxtaposition was created by 
differing pioneer surveys. See “It Seemed Like a Good 
Idea at the Time,” beginning on page 4.

Back cover: The 1936 postcard, produced for the 
Texas Centennial Exposition, shows the gleaming new 
Dallas Museum of Natural History, constructed in 
less than six months. See “Centennial Celebration,” 
beginning on page 26.
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This 1958 image, taken while the Southland Life Building was under construction, shows the 
angled intersections of Live Oak, St. Paul, and Pacific, caused by differing pioneer surveys of 
the mid-19th century. The wedge-shaped building occupied the site that is now James W. Astin 
Park, behind the Majestic Theater. See “It Seemed Like a Good Idea at the Time,” beginning 
on p. 4.



LLEGACIES Fall 2016  3 

constructing the facility was alarmingly brief. 
Ground was broken January 14, 1936, and the 
building needed to be ready for the opening 
of the Texas Centennial Exposition on June 6. 
Amazingly, it was. Walt Davis recounts the many 
challenges overcome by the museum director, 
architects, and construction crew.
  In 1948 few people gave President Harry 
Truman much of a chance at winning his bid 
for election. But “Give ‘Em Hell” Harry was 
confident that if he could carry his message to 
the people, especially in the West, he could 
triumph. And thus he embarked on a “whistle-
stop” tour, traveling by train to California and 
back through Texas. In a single day he scheduled 
nine stops, one of which was at Burnett Field 
in Dallas. There the president spoke before an 
integrated crowd, a first. Sam Childers details this 
largely forgotten event in Dallas history, part of 
a strategy that led to the decidedly unexpected 
outcome of Truman’s victory in November.
  We continue to live with the legacy of deci-
sions made decades and even a century ago. And 
quite often, it’s a legacy never envisioned by the 
decision makers.

—Michael V. Hazel 

It has come to our attention that a number of our Dallas 
readers failed to receive a copy of the spring issue in the 
mail. The Post Office has been unsuccessful in resolving 
the problem. Meanwhile, the issue can be read online 
through the University of North Texas Library’s Portal 
to Texas History: http://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/
collections/LHJNT.
 

FROM THE EDITOR

 ife is full of surprises. The best-laid plans 
may produce success, but they can also go awry. 
The outcome may not be what was expected. 
History provides countless examples of unantici-
pated consequences, and Dallas history is certainly 
no exception. This issue of Legacies includes four 
articles dealing in one way or another with this 
topic.
  Beginning with the hiring of George Kessler 
in 1910 to develop its first comprehensive city 
plan, Dallas has demonstrated a commitment to 
urban planning. But even before that, dating to 
the first land surveys, the town tried to plan for 
growth. Yet repeatedly these plans produced 
unintended problems—street grids that didn’t 
align, highways that improved transportation but 
siphoned population from the city center. Evelyn 
Montgomery examines several examples in her 
article, aptly titled, “It Seemed Like a Good Idea 
at the Time.”
  In 1930 the Dallas Steers, the city’s minor-
league baseball team, thought it could draw big 
crowds by signing Grover Cleveland Alexan-
der, a record-holding major league player near-
ing the end of his career. Fans did turn out, but 
they didn’t always get to watch Alexander. And 
when they did, his performances were less than 
stellar. He was suffering from the alcoholism that 
would soon end his career. Frank Jackson tells 
this colorful but sad story of hopes unfulfilled.
  The construction of the Dallas Museum 
of Natural History at Fair Park in 1936 had a 
much happier outcome. The museum was the 
fulfillment of decades of dreams, but when the 
time came, the window for creating exhibits and 

L
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 f people were perfect, historians would 
write dull recitations of faultless decisions with 
optimal outcomes. Historical mistakes are both 
fascinating and often informative about the lim-
its of human judgment and the complexity of 
changing human beliefs and desires. The field of 
city planning is a good area for observing these 
tendencies. The planning of roads, services, and 
public spaces is essential for producing a func-
tional modern city. Ancient and medieval cities 
that grew organically, without planning, often 
resemble mazes, with random streets that are 
charming but not navigable. Planning is good, 
but all of the training and knowledge available 
is insufficient to make a city planner omniscient. 
Dallas has not escaped the errors that result.
 Dallas’s founder, John Neely Bryan, was ar-
guably its first urban planner, building his cab-
in along the Trinity and envisioning a city that 
would grow from river commerce. Bryan was 
not alone in his plans for the area, and that fact 
produced many of the ensuing problems. Bryan 
planned a street grid for Dallas starting at the riv-

It Seemed Like a 
Good Idea at the Time:

Planning Dallas
By Evelyn Montgomery

er that allowed the streets to be almost aligned 
with the compass points. Land nearby had al-
ready been surveyed by Warren Angus Ferris, 
who used a Spanish tradition of turning the grid 
45 degrees, setting up the inevitable collision of 
streets when the grids met. Just north of down-
town, John Grigsby was planning streets in that 
alternative orientation.1

 As downtown Dallas expanded from the 
1870s to the 1920s, Bryan’s grid went as far as 
it could, until it reached Grigsby’s, two miles 
away, and other canted grids to the south. With 
no plans in place to resolve the street connec-
tions where the grids met, some streets simply 
stopped in dead ends. Others managed to con-
nect in awkward triangles. In New York City, 
such “precious irregularities and opportunities 
at the acute and obtuse junctions” of Broadway 
and the relentless grid spawned such icons as 
the Flatiron Building.2 Most in Dallas spawned 
only confusion, but where Commerce and Jack-
son streets met at what was then part of Preston 
Road, Dallas eventually saw its own flatiron. 

I
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a frequent victim of collisions. It is now on the 
grounds of Dallas Heritage Village.
 By 1900 Dallas’s many planning problems 
were becoming obvious. Economic growth came 
from the railroads, but the tracks running across all 
the street grids caused a transportation nightmare. 
The Trinity was inadequate as a trade route, but 
it was capable of repeated flooding, an ability it 
demonstrated most notably in the flood of 1908. 
A proud city realized it was “the most slovenly 
community in the United States,” as one member 
of the City Plan and Improvement League  
whined in 1910.4  The answer to the League’s 
distress came in the form of a national celebrity, 
George Kessler, a leader in the City Beautiful 
Movement which produced such achievements  
as New York’s Central Park. Kessler spent some of 
his childhood in Dallas and in 1904 advised the 
city on a new plan for Fair Park.

 Later named Pershing Square, the junc-
tion of five streets faced a triangular island in a 
sea of traffic. Before 1900, several houses were 
built there, sited as if to ignore their odd loca-
tion. It was not until 1921 that the Magnolia Oil 
Company and Dallas architects Lang and Witch-
ell joined to find a practical and aesthetic use. A 
filling station, with entry from both Commerce 
and Jackson, could have been unsightly, but the 
architects rendered it in the trendy Commercial 
Gothic style, using terra-cotta decorations.3

 The tiny triangle across the intersection pre-
sented a less fortunate aspect of acutely angled 
streets. In 1907 Dallas received one of 125 drink-
ing fountains designed for animals, presented by 
the National Humane Alliance. Its location in 
the small triangle was no doubt convenient for 
passing horses and stray dogs. When automobiles 
began to use the intersection, the fountain was 

John Neely Bryan oriented his town plan in the 1850s 
toward the Trinity River, envisioning the settlement’s 
growth from river commerce. The orientation was also 
conveniently aligned with the north/south points of a 
compass. 

Unfortunately, Bryan’s town plan abutted a survey 
by Warren Angus Ferris angled 45 degrees differently 
than his. Dallas streets reflect this conflicting 
juxtaposition to this day.
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 Dallas was enthusiastic in support of Kessler’s 
wisdom, even though the city did not carry out 
all his suggestions. Citizens formed The Kessler 
Plan Association of Dallas, dedicated to promot-
ing his teachings. In 1927 they published Our 
City—Dallas, a student textbook. Author Justin 
F. Kimball lauded the early development of the 
city, but he saved his greatest praise for Kessler. 
He painted Kessler as a hero, one among those 
“men who must serve their ideals, though the 
body starve, or life be lost.”5

 Kessler easily identified the many challenges 
facing the city in his A City Plan for Dallas of 

1912. The city acted on his advice for taming 
the flood-prone river and the railroads. Dallas 
accomplished less in implementing his aesthetic 
recommendations. Kessler believed in grand 
public parks connected by landscaped boule-
vards, preferably running along beautified creeks. 
Kansas City overcame political difficulties and 
enacted many pieces of such a plan. In Dallas, 
only Turtle Creek was successfully “parked,” in 
the parlance of the period. Land for the project 
was quickly acquired, its edges landscaped, its 
bed cleared of debris, for the use of neighbors 
and viewing pleasure of drivers on the wide new 

One of the odd, triangular intersections created by the collision of the Bryan and Grigsby surveys, where 
Commerce and Jackson meet at Cesar Chavez, was called Pershing Square. An animal drinking fountain in the 
center, erected in 1907, suffered after automobiles began to dominate traffic and was eventually moved to 
Dallas Heritage Village.
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boulevard. When it was completed in the 1940s, 
it was hailed as successful, and it has proven its 
worth as a public benefit and engine of growth.6

 Kessler offered a similar solution for Mill 
Creek in east Dallas, but the neighborhood and 
the creek were nothing like those leading to the 
new suburb of Highland Park. Though east Dal-
las held some new and desirable neighborhoods, 

such as Munger Place, the creek ran through 
older, blighted areas. Kessler wrote that the Tur-
tle Creek project would be “the direct means of 
conserving the high class character of an impor-
tant residential section and of furnishing it with a 
direct and convenient thoroughfare to the heart 
of the city.”7 He was proven right. 
 Regarding Mill Creek, his plan would “give 

The cover image of Kessler’s Dallas plan, published in 1912, suggests the 
aesthetic he and his supporters favored.  
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new character to much of the territory through 
which it passes and will be the means of a gen-
eral uplift in a section fairly close to the business  
center.”8 His intention may have been to improve 
the living conditions of the existing working-
class residents, but he also offered the temptation 
of profit via urban renewal. One of the City 
Beautiful movement’s faults was a willingness to 
displace the powerless in order to create a civic 
amenity.9

 Citizens supported efforts to improve Mill 
Creek into the 1920s, joined by The Dallas  
Morning News. The newspaper juxtaposed images 
of the neighborhood blight with Kessler’s plan 
for what could be. The existing neighborhood 
was described as ugly, with a growing number 
of substandard buildings such as “negro shacks, 
hovels and mercantile establishments seeking 
cheap locations” and numerous privies that  
emptied directly into the creek.10 “Parking”  
Mill Creek would “relieve existing ugliness and 
convert present unwholesomeness into conditions 

healthful and uplifting to the community.”11 
Rising land values and tax revenues, as well as 
the potential for grand new mansions, were also 
mentioned.
 Neither argument could overcome the reality 
that the City Beautiful movement had fallen 
from fashion. Urban historian William H. Wilson 
argues that the “city practical” took its place, 
which is certainly true along Mill Creek. Where 
Turtle Creek was charming and controlled, Mill 
Creek had once powered an actual mill and in 
heavy rains it raged. Water rushed through the 
streets of east Dallas, damaging houses and halting 
streetcars. In 1926 Mill Creek’s rushing waters 
killed a nine-year-old boy.12 Citizens cried for 
flood control and set aside beautification or urban 
renewal. In 1933 the city buried Mill Creek, from 
its beginning in east Dallas, south through City 
Park and on to the river.
 Occasionally someone calls for the restoration 
of Mill Creek, so we could all enjoy the treasure 
people failed to value in the 1930s.13 Modern 

Kessler’s recommendations to landscape flood-prone Mill Creek were not 
followed. Instead, the creek was buried in a concrete tunnel.
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Postcards like this one of Central Expressway celebrated the expansion of the highway system 
and promoted Dallas as a modern, growing city. One consequence was encouragement of 
suburban development, both residential and commercial, and a decline in the central city.
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Dallasites can be left to wonder why those people 
deprived us, and themselves, of such a desirable 
amenity. The best answer the historical record 
offers is that people held a variety of viewpoints 
about addressing a flood-prone creek in an aging, 
crowded, lower-class neighborhood, and they 
were responsible for finding an answer, and for 
funding it. If our city ancestors had fulfilled the 
entire Kessler plan, we would enjoy its beauty to-
day. The people back then would have had to 
look past prejudice, doubt, budget constraints, 
and potential political pushback, all difficult to do 
for mere humans unable to predict the future.
 The following decade, when both the De-
pression and World War II had ended, Dallasites 
still lacked the ability to predict the future, but 
they looked hopefully toward it. Dallas joined the 
rest of the victorious nation in enjoying prosperity 
and peace. The thriving economy financed new 
cars, suburban houses and lawns, a vast interstate 
highway system, consumer goods, and increased 
leisure activities. Authors at the time were am-
bivalent and often hostile to the postwar trends, 
but the mass public was enthusiastic.
 With the aid of hindsight it is clear that this 
period produced many unpleasant and unforeseen 
results. Two miscalculations visible in Dallas were 
confidence that the highways would always have 
the capacity to whisk commuters between down-
town and the residential areas, and that down-
town would remain the center of leisure activities 
such as shopping and entertainment.
 The construction of a new highway was 
a visible sign of a city’s prosperity and modern 
outlook. Numerous postcards exist of Dallas 
highways, proudly depicting not only elaborate 
cloverleaf exchanges but also tollbooths and the 
triple underpass. The proudest achievement was 
Central Expressway, which took over the path of 
the Houston and Texas Central Railroad, the path 
where Kessler had planned another boulevard. It 
was part of the Bartholomew plan of 1943, which 
continued the idea from the Ulrickson Plan of 
1927.14 When the first section opened in 1949, 
The Dallas Morning News called it “Dallas’ 38-year 

dream,” and crowds cheered at the opening cel-
ebration when the mayor’s wife, Dorothy Savage, 
christened it with a bottle of cologne.15

 Unfortunately, the cheering was short-lived. 
Traffic soon stalled and for decades Central Ex-
pressway was the bane of commuters’ lives. The 
lure of the suburbs and increasing automobile 
purchases soon overwhelmed its limited capac-
ity, and that of all the other highways. Unlike the 
larger Dallas-Fort Worth Turnpike (Interstate 30), 
Central had a serious design flaw. There were no 
acceleration lanes for drivers trying to enter, no 
space for them to coast while awaiting an opening 
in traffic. These lanes were the source of many 
accidents, though the frequent traffic jams may 
have prevented some.16

 The failures of the infrastructure for easily 
commuting downtown were only part of the 
slow abandonment of the city center that en-
sued. Obviously, the suburbs lured most of the 
residents who could afford to choose where they 
lived, changing the socio-economic makeup of 
downtown populations. But Dallas first noticed 
the deleterious effect on downtown retail.
 The excitement of a shopping excursion had 
always involved a trip downtown. The real estate 
firm of Davenport & Wiggins built its business 
on the profitable leasing of downtown storefronts 
starting in the 1930s. The firm’s surviving plat map 
from the late 1940s shows the main downtown 
streets lined with small stores of all varieties, in a 
form that reminds those who came of shopping 
age after that decade of a shopping mall.17 In ear-
lier eras, proud images of downtown department 
stores like Sanger Brothers and Neiman-Marcus 
adorned postcards and raised Dallas’s civic image. 
In the late 1800s, department stores were new 
inventions, with expensive, impressive buildings, 
and they were fun to visit. No city could impress 
without them. By 1945, things had changed.
 Soon after the war ended, downtown mer-
chants noticed a disturbing downturn in their busi-
ness, even amid all that postwar prosperity. The 
Retail Merchants Association and the Chamber 
of Commerce identified traffic congestion on 
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 Sanger-Harris, the descendant of two of Dal-
las’s other homegrown department stores, Sanger 
Brothers and A. Harris, also simultaneously tested 
the suburbs and invested in downtown. In 1965 
they celebrated the groundbreaking of an excit-
ing new double-decker parking structure outside 
their suburban store at Preston Center. They also 
built a new downtown flagship store. It featured 
the tall, white arches covering the façade, which 
became the standard design element of later sub-
urban stores such as the one at Valley View Mall. 
Mayor Erik Jonsson saw the downtown store as 
evidence that the city core would continue to 
thrive and be vital, but his hope was misplaced.20 
Retailers continued to leave downtown for sub-
urban locations with easy access and generous 

downtown streets as the cause.18 Stanley Marcus 
joined them in asking the city to make chang-
es that would improve traffic flow. They asked 
the city to forbid rush hour parking on prin-
ciple streets and to make some one-way.19 It is 
now known that such changes make it easier for 
workers to leave the city quickly at the end of 
day, without inspiring anyone to come back and 
shop or visit the theater.
 Marcus said that he hoped the changes 
would work, but that his store would also bet 
on the suburbs by opening branch locations. The 
first opened in 1951 at Preston Center. Arguably 
the most iconic branch opened with NorthPark 
Center in 1965, but the downtown Neiman-
Marcus never closed.

A groundbreaking ceremony in 1965 celebrated construction of a two-story parking facility to serve a suburban 
outlet for Sanger Harris department store at Preston Center in North Dallas. Although the firm also built a 
new downtown store, it closed in 1989.
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 In 1955 an unknown young Dallas couple 
were so proud of their purchase of a suburban 
home that they took a photograph and used it 
on postcards. They were a small part of a move-
ment that clearly had some negative results. As of 
2016, downtown Dallas is reviving as a place for 
people to live, play, and work, often people of 
means. Many former commercial and industrial 
buildings have been repurposed as apartments. 
Young professionals flock to them, as expected. 
They are joined by some older couples, empty-
nesters who want to abandon home maintenance 
and lawn care for downtown amenities. Perhaps 
this young couple are among those who have 
come full circle, to a new urban lifestyle postwar 
planners could never have envisioned. Perhaps 
their great-grandchildren will someday use the 
wisdom of hindsight to identify all the mistakes 
and unintended consequences of the changes the 
city is making today.

 1Dallas historian James Pratt and urban historian John 
Reps both see the Spanish surveying tradition as the source 
of the conflicting grids. James Pratt, Dallas Visions for Com-
munity: Toward a 21st Century Urban Design (Dallas: Dallas 
Institute of Humanities and Culture, 1992), 4-5; John W. 
Reps, Cities of the American West: a History of Frontier Urban 
Planning (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1979), 
593. Susanne Starling, author of Ferris’ biography, explains 
that Ferris, a self-taught surveyor, chose this orientation be-
cause it allowed land boundaries to follow the creeks, giving 
everybody access to water. For further information on Fer-
ris, see her book Land is the Cry: Warren Angus Ferris, Pioneer 
Texas Surveyor and Founder of Dallas County (Austin: Texas 
State Historical Association, 1998).
 2Gerard Koeppel, City on a Grid: How New York became 
New York  (New York: Da Capo Press, 2015), 150.
 3Jay C. Henry, Architecture in Texas, 1895-1945 (Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 1993), 123.
 4Quoted in David Dillon, “George Kessler Designed 
Dallas as a City of Majesty, but hit Roadblocks,” The Dallas 
Morning News, June 4, 2010 (hereafter cited as DMN).
 5Justin F. Kimball, Our City—Dallas (Dallas: Kessler 
Plan Association of Dallas, 1927), 70-71.
 6“Highlights in Half a Century of Dallas History,” 
DMN, Oct. 1 1935, p. 11, and “Boulevard System Work 
Under Way,” July 1, 1923, p. 5.

 Before we condemn the people who left such 
a legacy, let us explore their point of view. Quick 
personal transportation and an affordable plot of 
land with a brand new house must have seemed 
like a dream come true for young adults who sur-
vived Depression-era poverty and World-War-II 
gas rationing. Even big parking lots looked like 
the promise of a successful future, and a place to 
leave that new car while shopping for the latest 
appliances and furniture for the home.

parking. Sanger-Harris closed its downtown 
store in 1989.
 It is fashionable among modern urban theo-
rists and people who were unhappy growing up 
in the suburbs to mock the urban changes and 
general American culture of the 1940s and 1950s. 
Certainly, many negative results are now clear. 
Highways cut through older neighborhoods, 
usually poor ones, and destroyed their commu-
nity strength. Urban abandonment left the city 
core empty of productive citizens at the end of 
the work day, while the people who could not 
escape those streets faced rising crime. Dallas built 
sky-bridges and shopping tunnels to separate the 
two populations. Increased use of the automobile 
caused pollution, and pursuit of ever more sub-
urban lots left some people wasting hours each 
week on commuting.

This postcard photo of a 1950s house in Wynnewood 
indicated the owners’ pride in their new suburban 
home. 

L

NOTES
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 14For a full explanation of its creation, see Tom Kil-
lebrew, “The Creation of the Modern Freeway in Dallas, 
Texas, 1911-1949,” Legacies: A History Journal for Dallas and 
North Central Texas, 14, no.1 (Spring 2002): 39-51.
 15Warren Leslie, “Expressway Opens: 38-year Dream 
Becomes Reality,” DMN, Aug. 20, 1949, p. 1.
 16Oscar Slotboom, Dallas-Fort Worth Freeways, Tex-
as-Sized Ambition (No Publisher, 2014), 88, available at 
http://www.dfwfreeways.com/
 17More information on Davenport & Wiggins, along 
with examples of the map, is available at http://davenpor-
tandwiggins.com/.
 18“No Parking Order Asked to Speed Rush Hour 
Traffic,” DMN, Feb. 1, 1946, p. 1.
 19 “City Council called Upon to Remedy Traffic Ills,” 
DMN, March 23, 1946, p. 1.
 20“Sanger-Harris Move Reflects Faith in Future of 
Downtown,” DMN, July 28, 1965, p. 10.

 7George E. Kessler, A City Plan for Dallas (Dallas: Park 
and Recreation Department, 1911), 31.
 8Ibid., 32-3.
 9William H. Wilson, The City Beautiful Movement (Bal-
timore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989), 76. In ad-
dition to this overall study, Wilson also wrote “Adapting to 
Growth: Dallas, Texas, and the Kessler Plan, 1908-1933,” 
Arizona and the West, 25, no. 3 (Autumn 1983): 245-260.
 10John E. Surratt, “Value of Proposed Drive is 
Stressed,” DMN, July 8, 1923, p. 6.
 11“Parkway Along Mill Creek Would Convert Terri-
tory Now Unsightly and Unsanitary into Valuable Asset of 
City,” DMN, Feb. 14, 1912, p. 6.
 12John E. Surratt, “ ‘City Creeks’ Are Cause of Dam-
age,” DMN, July 1, 1923, p. 14; “Youth Drowns in Mill 
Creek,” DMN, April 22, 1926, p. 13.
 13See for instance Robert Prejean, Uncovering Hidden 
Streams: Treatment of Central Dallas; Heritage Creek, presented 
at the Dallas Institute of Humanities & Culture April 8, 2004, 
and available as a printout of a PowerPoint presentation. 

Your support of the Park Cities Historic and Preservation Society 
is vital to preserving community awareness regarding the  
importance of protecting and promoting historical, architectural, 
and cultural legacies of the Park Cities.  
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The fundraising events that allow PCHPS to give back to the community are the Home Tour 
& Home Tour Luncheon. These proceeds fund an endowment that awards a scholarship 
to a graduating senior who plans to pursue architecture, history, engineering, or a major 
related to historical preservation. Additionally, PCHPS supports the Costello home, our 
community’s representative at Dallas Heritage Village. Join online at www.pchps.org
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 n February 21, 1930, The Dallas Morn-
ing News sports section contained a squib, date-
lined St. Paul, Nebraska, announcing that pitcher 
Grover Cleveland Alexander was about to head 
south to Winter Haven, Florida, to attend spring 
training with the Philadelphia Phillies.1

 This would not have been big news for 
almost anyone else, as it was the time of year 
when ballplayers were migrating towards spring 
training camps. But Grover Cleveland Alexander 
was not just any major league ballplayer. Along 
with Christy Mathewson, he was tied for the 

all-time lead in National League victories. After 
four seasons with the St. Louis Cardinals, he was 
returning to Philadelphia, where he had begun 
his career in 1911 with a rookie year of 28 wins 
(still a rookie record). He was 42 years old and 
coming off his worst season, but all he needed 
was one more victory to break the deadlock with 
Mathewson.  
 Unfortunately, Alexander never got that tie-
breaking victory. His career went the way of the 
stock market. His 1930 season in Philadelphia 
was a disastrous 0-3 in 9 games. It was the only 

O

Alexander the Once-Great
By Frank Jackson

A is for Alex
The Great Alexander,
More Goose eggs he pitched
Than a popular gander
   —Ogden Nash
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losing season of his major league career. His ERA 
was 9.14; in other words, he was yielding slightly 
more than one run an inning, and a pitcher 
won’t win many games at that rate. That season, 
the Phillies had the highest ERA (6.71) in major 
league history. They could ill afford to waste a 
roster spot on Alexander, so on June 4, they gave 
him his unconditional release.2

 In those days, it was not unusual for a 
washed-up major leaguer to head for the minor 
leagues. Major league salaries were not what they 
are today, so few veterans had the option of a lei-
surely retirement. The salary differential between 
the major and minor leagues was hardly a chasm, 
so if it was a drop in class, it was still better than 
going out and getting a real job—which many 
ballplayers were not equipped for anyway.  
 The reaction to Alexander’s release was 
instantaneous. The San Francisco Missions of 
the Pacific Coast League were interested in sign-
ing him.3 The Omaha Police Department base-
ball team wanted him—but he would have to be 
hired as a police officer to be eligible.4 The Dallas 
Steers of the Texas League also wanted him—
and they got him.
 Naming a team after a castrated ungulate (the 
team was often referred to as “the herd” or “the 
bovines”) might seem like a curious choice hardly 
likely to strike fear in the heart of opponents, but 
the Dallas franchise had a history of strange nick-
names. Previously they had been known as the 
Submarines and the Navigators. Minor league 
teams were nickname-fluid in those days.
 In an article in the June 10, 1930, edition of 
The Dallas Morning News, Steers business man-
ager Bob Tarleton said, “I believe Alex would be 
a great drawing card and that he would be able to 
win a lot of games for us.”5  
 Ten days later, the News announced that the 
Steers had signed Alexander and that he would 
be the highest paid player (estimated at $1,800 
per month) in Texas League history. “I’m put-
ting our money into winning players instead of 
flood lights,” Tarleton noted.6 He was referring 
to night baseball games, which were becoming 

all the rage in minor league ball (the first major 
league night game did not occur until May 24, 
1935, in Cincinnati).   
 In the Texas League, the Waco Cubs were 
the first team to install lights. On June 23, the 
Steers played the first night game in franchise his-
tory in Waco, and baseball commissioner Judge 
Kenesaw Mountain Landis saw his first night 
game, a minor league contest in Indianapolis.7

 The Steers were managed by Jake Atz, a for-
mer major leaguer (with the Senators and the 
White Sox), albeit a marginal one. Atz’s career 
took a detour after he was hit in the head by the 
Senators’ Walter Johnson, renowned as the fastest 
pitcher of his era.  
 Atz was born John Jacob Zimmerman but he 
quickly discovered that players were paid alpha-
betically, and minor league teams often ran out of 
money before they reached “Z,” so he changed 
his name to Atz to go to the front of the line. At 
least, that was his story.
 Though he was in his first year with the 
Steers, Atz was no stranger to North Texas base-
ball fans, as he had managed the Fort Worth Cats 
from 1914 through 1929. Atz was at the helm 
during the high point in Cats history, namely 
seven Texas League championships from 1919 
through 1925, and two 109-win seasons (still the 
Texas League record for victories) in 1922 and 
1924. During that stretch, “Jake Atz’s Cats” won 
five of six Dixie Series (sometimes known as the 
Little World Series), a post-season match-up of 
the Texas League champs and Southern Associa-
tion champs.  
 Atz should have had good job security in 
Fort Worth. Unfortunately, the Cats’ principal 
owner, Paul LaGrave, died of tuberculosis before 
the 1929 season. Co-owner Will Stripling did not 
wish to carry on without LaGrave, so he sold the 
team. New owners Ted Robinson and S.S. Lard 
decided to clean house and fired Atz in mid-sea-
son. So he was at liberty for the 1930 season.
 The Dallas Steers had enjoyed a banner year 
in 1929 under manager Milt Stock. After an 
opening day record crowd of 15,333, they won 
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the first half of the season, then defeated the sec-
ond-half winners, the Wichita Falls Spudders, for 
the Texas League championship. The only blem-
ish on the season was their loss to the Birming-
ham Barons (4 games to 2) in the Dixie Series 
matchup. 
 The theory behind the split-season arrange-
ment was that during the course of the season, 
the most adept players were likely to move up to 
higher minor leagues, if not the major leagues, 
and players from lesser leagues would move up 
to the Texas League. The personnel on a second-
half team might bear very little resemblance to 
the team that started the season. Given a fresh 
start in mid-season, a bad team was less likely to 
be demoralized. The split-season policy is still in 
effect for the Frisco Rough Riders, who play in 
the Southern Division of the Texas League.
 As for the Dallas Steers in 1930, the first half 
of the season had been a disaster.  They finished 
in last place, while Wichita Falls had finished first 
and thus secured a post-season berth. Because of 
that, and because the Depression was taking hold, 
attendance had fallen off at Steers Stadium. The 
ballpark at 1500 East Jefferson was the forerunner 
of the Oak Cliff facility that fans came to know 
as Burnett Field from the late 1940s through the 
mid-1960s.    
 The Steers went through numerous roster 
changes in 1930 in an attempt to improve the 
team, and they thought Alexander could help 
them in the second half. Even if he was not the 
Alexander of old, he might provide some star 
power and put more fans in the seats. In 1930 
Dallas was smaller than the big league towns 
Alexander was used to, but it certainly wasn’t 
the sticks. With a population of 260,475, it had 
grown by 63.8 percent during the 1920s.
 The Steers announced that Alexander would 
start their first home game of the second half.8 All 
seats for that game were reserved, and advance 
tickets were going fast—unusual for minor league 
ball. The Salesmanship Club, comprised of some 
250 local businessmen, heavily promoted his 
arrival and scheduled an Alexander Day luncheon 

at the Palm Gardens of the Adolphus Hotel to fete 
him, the team, and local sportswriters.9 Accord-
ing to Bill Hitzelberger, whom the Salesman-
ship Club had placed in charge of the festivities, 
“We’re getting letters from Judge Landis, Babe 
Ruth, and hundreds of others complimenting the 
Dallas Club on landing Alexander.”10 
 The Salesmanship Club, best known today 
for its sponsorship of the annual Byron Nelson 
Golf Championship, was a charitable organiza-
tion founded in 1920 by prominent local civic 
leaders. The club’s link to sporting events was a 
logical extension of its motto, “Do good with-
out being stuffy about it.” Among the founding 
fathers were hotelier Conrad Hilton, haberdasher 
James K. Wilson, and attorney Woodall Rodg-
ers, the club’s first president and a future Dal-
las mayor. The fourth founder was Sol Dreyfuss, 
head of Dreyfuss & Sons clothing store in down-
town Dallas. Dreyfuss had purchased the Steers 
two years before the team signed Alexander.  
 On June 24, the Morning News published the 
first picture of Alexander in his Steers uniform 
(the logo on his jersey was similar to the cur-
rent logo of the UT Longhorns). That same day, 
sports columnist George White observed that 
“Asking a veteran of 43 to step out in July under 
a broiling Texas sun to which he is not accus-
tomed is demanding a great deal.”11

 As it turned out, Thursday, June 26 was a 
scorcher—the weather, that is, not Alexander’s 
performance. The Steers won 18-9 over their 
arch-rival Fort Worth Cats, but the heat got to 
Alexander, who was relieved after facing the first 
batter in the 5th inning, so he received no deci-
sion. As Dallas Times Herald sportswriter Bill 
Parker noted, “There is nothing to get blue about 
because Alexander lost. When you put on a spe-
cial day for any player, he usually is terrible that 
day. It is the unwritten law of baseball.”12 Never-
theless, his appearance resulted in boffo box office. 
An estimated 7,000 showed up for the contest.13   
 His second appearance in Dallas was sched-
uled for July 1, when the team was scheduled to 
raise its 1929 pennant.14 This outing went better, 
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Alexander wore a Dallas Steers uniform in only half a dozen games in late June and July 1930. 
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as Alexander defeated the Wichita Falls Spudders 
for his first Texas League victory. This match 
attracted some 4,000 fans, about 2,500 more than 
a normal weekday matchup. In retrospect, this 
was the high-water mark of Alexander’s tenure 
with the Steers.  Indeed, it was the only victory 
he earned while with the team.
 Alexander next pitched on July 6 in the 
first game of a Sunday double-header against 

the Fort Worth Cats.15 As an added attraction, 
Lee “Specs” Meadows was slated for the second 
game. Like Alexander, Meadows ended his major 
league career in 1929 (15 years with the Cardi-
nals, Phillies, and Pirates). While not the equal of 
Alexander, Meadows was no slouch, as he had 
won 188 games in the major leagues. As his nick-
name implies, he wore spectacles when few play-
ers did so. Clearly, the double dip aroused local 

Alexander made his first appearance with the Dallas Steers at Steers Stadium in Oak Cliff. The stadium’s name 
changed with the team’s, until it was christened Burnett Field by new owner Dick Burnett in 1948.



LLEGACIES Fall 2016  19 

fan interest, as it attracted approximately 6,500 
fans to Steers Stadium.
 Unfortunately, neither Alexander nor Mead-
ows was at the top of his game, so the Cats pre-
vailed 7-5 in the first game and 10-8 in the second. 
Plagued by wildness, Alexander gave up 4 runs in 
the first inning. For the day, he gave up 6 earned 
runs, 5 hits, and 4 walks in 4 innings, garnering 
his first loss as a member of the Steers.16 The fans 
could see that Alexander just didn’t have it that 
day. They did not know that he had not shown up 
till a half hour before game time—unconscionable 
for any ballplayer, much less a starting pitcher. 
 On July 10 his appearance was a good news/
bad news situation. After 7 innings, he was lead-
ing the San Antonio Indians by a 2-1 score. Today 
that sort of performance would be categorized as 
a “quality start.” Unfortunately, it did not result in 
a win, as the Indians scored 5 runs in both the 8th 
and 9th innings, while the Steers scored no more.  
 Having seen Alexander pitch several games, 
local pundits were scaling back their expectations 
but still thought his presence was a plus. “A fifty-
fifty average—added to his power at the gate and 
ability to impart pitching knowledge to the kids, 
would make him well worth the enormous salary 
paid to him by the Steers,” noted Jere Hayes in 
the Times Herald.17

 It ended badly for Alexander on July 10, but 
at least he showed up, which he did not do for 
his next scheduled start, the second game of a 
double-header against the Beaumont Export-
ers on July 15. Ensconced in his hotel room for 
two days, he hadn’t even bothered to contact the 
Steers management.
 Alexander’s absence forced the Steers to sus-
pend him for “breaking training,” i.e., drinking.18 
He was put on waivers, meaning he could be 
claimed by any other team in the league willing 
to pay his salary. There were no takers. When it 
looked as though his career was over, he apolo-
gized to the Steers and asked for a second chance. 
They gave it to him.
 The other teams in the Texas League did 
not want to pay his salary, but they did recognize 

his box office appeal as a visiting player. Wichita 
Falls wanted him to pitch at an upcoming series at 
Athletic Park, and the folks in the Houston Buf-
faloes front office had dollar signs in their eyes 
just thinking about Alexander starting at Buff Sta-
dium. The Buffs were installing a $25,000 light-
ing system, and the first night game to be played 
in Houston was scheduled for July 22 when the 
Steers were in town.
 Unfortunately, fans in Houston did not get 
to see Alexander. The fans in Wichita Falls did 
. . . well, sort of.19 Scheduled to start the sec-
ond game of a Sunday doubleheader on July 20, 
Alexander was pressed into duty in the first game 
when that contest extended into the 13th inning. 
He wild-pitched in a run, walked a batter, and 
threw two balls to the next batter before leaving 
with a sprained knee. 
 His post-game explanation left something to 
be desired. “They told me I would work the sec-
ond [game]. Instead, they threw me in as relief in 
the first, and the third time I wound up I stepped 
into a hole about a foot deep and hurt my knee.  
Every pitch was agony after that and I was unable 
to start the second game after that. That hardly 
was my fault.”20

 And that was the ignominious end of Grover 
Cleveland Alexander’s tenure with the Steers.21 
Indeed, it was the end of his professional baseball 
career, not counting some subsequent appear-
ances in irregularly scheduled exhibition games 
with the House of David, a renowned barn-
storming team. 
 The Steers unconditionally released Alexan-
der on July 21.22  “I don’t think it is necessary 
to explain why we released Alex,” said Bob Tar-
leton. “It is sufficient to say that he has not helped 
the club in the matter of winning ball games.23 He 
was right about that. At the time, the Steers were 
12-15 and in sixth place in an eight-team league.
 Despite the drop in class, Alexander’s Dallas 
experience was scant improvement over his brief 
tenure in Philadelphia. In just 24 innings in five 
games, he was 1-2 with an ERA of 8.25. To be 
sure, Alexander was a big disappointment, but the 
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Steers’ whole season followed the same pattern, as 
they finished with a composite record of 58-93.  
 Alexander’s backstory reveals that his demise 
had been a long time coming. Indeed, it is 
remarkable he lasted as long as he did.
 The big dividing line in Alexander’s career 
was World War I. In seven full seasons with the 
Phillies from 1911 to 1917, he had won 190 
games, an average of slightly more than 27 games 
per season. He led the league in ERA five times, 

in complete games five times, in shutouts five 
times, in innings pitched six times, and in strike-
outs five times.  
 During his military service, he not only 
experienced the ill effects of mustard gas, but an 
exploding shell knocked out part of his hearing 
and induced periodic epileptic seizures. Though 
hardly a teetotaler before the war, Alexander 
ramped it up after his injuries in an attempt at 
self-medication.  

Grover Cleveland Alexander pitched for the St. Louis Cardinals in the 1926 World 
Series. But he was already showing signs of the alcoholism that would end his career 
a few years later.
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 As impressive as his pre-war career was, his 
post-war career might be even more remarkable. 
Despite his handicaps, his drinking, and advanc-
ing age (he turned 32 in 1919), he garnered 183 
victories in 12 full seasons with the Cubs and 
Cardinals. Curiously, Christy Mathewson, his 
partner atop the list of all-time National League 
wins leaders, was also gassed during World War 
I, suffered lung damage, and died of tuberculosis 
at the age of 45 during the 1925 World Series.
 At age 39, pitching for the Cardinals in the 
1926 World Series, Alexander picked up his sec-
ond complete-game victory in a 10-2 rout of the 
Yankees in Game 6. That much is known, but 
what Alexander did after the game is in dispute. 
According to legend, he celebrated with some 
heavy drinking afterwards and fought a hangover 
the next day. Others assert that he took a flask 
out to the bullpen for Game 7. A third theory 
says that he was sober the whole time.
 At any rate, thinking his services would not 
be required for Game 7, Alexander repaired to 
the Cardinals bullpen to witness the decisive con-
test. He may have been surprised when he got the 
call to warm up, but his appearance in this game 
was arguably the biggest event of his career.
Alexander was called in to pitch with two outs 
and the bases loaded in the bottom of the 7th 
inning. In a classic matchup between wizened 
veteran and young hotshot, Alexander struck 
out Tony Lazzeri (coincidentally, he also suffered 
from epilepsy), a rookie second baseman who 
had driven in 117 runs during the regular season, 
went on to become a mainstay of the Yankee 
infield through 1937, and was inducted into the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1991.  
 Alexander held the Yankees hitless the rest 
of the way, preserving a 3-2 lead, and giving the 
Cardinals their first World Series title. Drunk or 
sober, hung over or not, Alexander and his relief 
appearance in Game 7 remains one of the great 
moments in World Series history 90 years after 
the fact.
 In some minds, the possibility of his drunk-

enness only enhanced his legendary status. Mar-
vin Miller, baseball’s famed labor lawyer, once 
observed, “I can remember reading one story 
after another of Grover Cleveland Alexander sip-
ping bourbon in the bullpen and barely being 
able to walk to the mound and going out there 
and striking out the side [this statement itself 
exemplifies the legend, as the strikeout of Lazzeri 
was Alexander’s only strikeout in 21/3 innings]. 
That was dramatic and made him all the more a 
romantic character.”24

 Despite this achievement, Branch Rickey, 
the renowned baseball exec who was Alexan-
der’s boss in St. Louis, stated, “I doubt that I ever 
felt sorrier for any man who ever worked for me 
than I did for Alexander.” If he felt sorry for him 
then, he would have really felt for him after he 
left Dallas. Seemingly, his life had bottomed out. 
But there were further depths to plumb.
 There were offers coming in, but they were 
hardly overwhelming. One was from a semipro 
team in Galesburg, Illinois.25 This would have 
been yet another drop in class. Ironically, he had 
made his professional debut with the Galesburg 
Boosters of the Illinois-Missouri League in 1909. 
For whatever reason, he refused the offer.
 Even when Alexander accepted an offer, he 
had a problem honoring his commitment. He dis-
appointed a large crowd (estimated at 12-14,000 
people) of Toledo Mud Hen fans by failing to 
show up for a Sunday afternoon game at Swayne 
Park.26 Club owner Oscar J. Smith had signed 
him and wired him train fare to Toledo. He 
found Alexander at a local hotel where a nurse 
answered the door and informed him that Alex-
ander was “a very sick man.”  
 Like the Steers, the Mud Hens thought 
Alexander could boost attendance. Thanks to the 
stock market crash and a 100-loss season in 1929, 
the Mud Hens were in serious financial trouble. 
The voluble Casey Stengel, then in his fifth sea-
son as the Mud Hens’ manager, likely had some 
thoughts on the Alexander situation, since he 
had been heavily invested in stocks and had put 
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a lot of his own money into the Mud Hens. The 
Mud Hens lost 100 games again in 1930, filed 
for bankruptcy after the 1931 season, and Stengel 
lost his job.
 Meanwhile, Alexander’s woes continued. 
On September 25, 1930, he was jailed after driv-
ing drunk, getting into a wreck, fleeing the scene 
of the accident, and leading police on a six-mile 
chase. The headline for the story was “Hit and 
Run Play Is Alexander’s Weakness.” That may 
appear a bit insensitive, but the play on words 
was obviously too good for the editor to resist.27

 Alexander disappeared from the news for the 
next few months. Then on February 21, 1931, 
George White’s Morning News column contained 
an item about Alexander. It seems a reporter in 
El Paso had encountered him riding the rails on a 
westbound freight train. He was on his way to Ari-
zona to see about a job, one that would pay about 
one fourth what he had been paid in Dallas.28 
 It was one year to the day that he had left 
Nebraska as a ticketed passenger on a train bound 
for a major league spring training camp.
 In 1939 he managed to get his act together 
and make his way to Cooperstown, where he 
was inducted into the Hall of Fame during base-
ball’s centennial year. “I’m in the Hall of Fame . 
. . and I’m proud of it, but I can’t eat the hall of 
fame,” he lamented.
 In 1950 Alexander died penniless at age 63 

in a rented room in St. Paul, Nebraska, the town 
where he had grown up.   
 In 2001 the Philadelphia Phillies retired his 
number (actually the team’s old block “P” logo, 
since ballplayers did not wear numbers during 
Alexander’s salad days).
 In 2016, 86 years after his last season, Grover 
Cleveland Alexander remains tied with Christy 
Mathewson for the National League lead in vic-
tories.

 1“Old Pete Will Leave Saturday for Camp,” The Dallas 
Morning News (hereafter cited as DMN), February 21, 1930.
 2“Major Loop Career of Old Alex Ended; Released by 
Phils,” DMN, June 4, 1930.
 3“Coast League Club Has Job for Alex,” DMN, June 
5, 1930.
 4“Omaha Coppers Need Pitchers; Offer Alex Job 
Pounding Beat,” DMN, June 30, 1930.
 5“Dallas Steers Seek Services of Alexander,” DMN, 
June 10, 1930.
 6“Grover Cleveland Alexander Is Signed by Dallas 
Club,” DMN, June 20, 1930. The first night baseball game 
at Steers Stadium took place on May 7, 1930, between the 
Dallas Black Giants of the Texas Negro League and the 
Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro National League. But 
that game employed temporary lights. Permanent fixtures 
were not installed at Steers Stadium until 1931. See Larry 
Bowman, “Night Baseball Comes to Dallas,” Legacies 7, no. 
2 (Fall 1995): 12-17. 
 7“Landis Sees First Night Game,” Dallas Times-Herald 
(hereafter cited as DTH), June 23, 1930.
 8“Alex to Face Felines in Home Opening Last Half 
Season Thursday,” DMN, June 21, 1930.
 9 “‘Alexander Day’ to Welcome Old Pete to Dal-
las Club on Thursday” and “‘Alexander Day’ Seat Sale to 
Open Sunday,” DMN, June 22, 1930.
 10Jere R. Hayes, “Jere’s Column,” DTH, June 24, 
1930.
 11George White, “The Sport Broadcast,” DMN, June 
24, 1930.
 12“Steers ‘Murder’ Ball to Win, DTH, June 27, 1930.
 13“Steers Wallop Cats in Home Opener Second Half, 
18-9,” DMN, June 27, 1930.
 14“Old Pete to Pitch Against Spuds; 1929 Flag to be 
Raised,” DMN, July 1, 1930.
 15“Rural Fans to See Alex the Great and Specs Mead-
ows Go Against Cat Tribe in Double-Header Here Today,” 
DMN, July 6, 1930.
 16“Cats Win Double-Header With Dallas Steers,” Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram, July 7, 1930.

Alexander was inducted into Baseball’s Hall of Fame 
in 1939, his contribution to the sport commemorated 
in this plaque.
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Upcoming Special Exhibit:
“�roughout the Decades: 

A Circle of Sisters Perpetually 
Purposed for Service”

Presented by the Alpha Xi Omega Chapter 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.

November 1, 2016 – April 30, 2017

�e Old Red Museum of Dallas County History 
and Culture provides visitors with engaging 
experiences that help them to discover the 
fascinating stories of Dallas County’s pioneers, 
outlaws and entrepreneurs from prehistory to the 
21st century.
Set within the historic walls of the “Castle in the 
City”, iconic artifacts and historic images are 
enhanced with theaters and touchscreen kiosks 
allowing you to select interviews, �lm clips and 
music that bring the story of Dallas to life.

Discover What 
Made Dallas Great

Old Red Museum is open daily, 9 a.m. − 5 p.m. 
and is located adjacent to Dealey Plaza at 
100 South Houston Street, Dallas, Texas 75202 
Visit www.oldred.org or call 214.745.1100 
• Arrange a school visit by contacting our Group Sales 
department at 214.757.1925 or groupsales@oldred.org.
• Schedule a private showing of our facilities for meetings 
and weddings by contacting our Rentals department at 
214.757.1945 or rentals@oldred.org.
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  n the dog days of August 1935, a Dallas Park 
Board fact-finding team boarded a train for Col-
orado to visit the widely respected Denver Muse-
um of Natural History and interview its renowned 
director, Jesse Dade Figgins. Planners of the up-
coming Texas Centennial Exposition had decided 
to include a nature museum in the suite of public 
buildings planned for Fair Park. They wanted to 
see what a proper museum looked like and se-
cure the advice of a professional. Three months 
later director Figgins’s second in command (and 
son-in-law), Frederick W. Miller, boarded a train 
bound for Texas to assume the reins of the new 
Dallas Museum of Natural History.
 When he arrived for work Monday morn-
ing, October 21, 1935, Miller faced a daunting 
challenge. He had no staff, no collection, no 
building, with opening day of the Texas Cen-
tennial just seven months away. Miller had good 
reason to be concerned, given his past experi-
ence. The South American Hall he had worked 

Centennial Celebration
Building the Dallas Museum 

of Natural History

By Walt Davis

so hard to complete in Denver still was not fin-
ished after ten years of sustained effort.1 Clearly 
the Dallas project had to be fast-tracked to be 
ready for the June 6 opening of the Centennial.  
 His second day on the job, Miller bought 
a herd of five bison from the Denver Museum 
of Natural History. City of Dallas Purchase Or-
der # C 2870 authorized expenditure of $499 
for “specimens of bison with skulls, leg bones, 
data, etc.”2 To speed up Texas collecting, Mill-
er negotiated with the Texas Game, Fish, and 
Oyster Commission to streamline the permit-
ting process for hunting out of season. Wardens 
throughout the state volunteered to guide Miller 
to collecting localities and often did the shoot-
ing themselves. By the end of his first month 
on the job, Miller had acquired sixteen animals 
during an expedition to the Davis Mountains in 
West Texas. Game wardens had supplied several 
prong-horned antelope from ranches near San 
Angelo, as well as mule deer, collared peccaries, 

I
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and coyotes from other localities.3 Miller hired 
Willie Mayer for $150 per week to process the 
growing inventory of specimens and put him to 
work in a shop near Fair Park.  
 But those specimens needed a safe home, and 
Miller and Figgins knew that meant a fireproof 
building designed to house wildlife dioramas—
a building unique among the fifty structures 
planned for the Centennial. On August 27 Park 
Board president J. D. Sullivan had signed a con-
tract with architects Clyde Griesenbeck, Frank 

Kean, John Danna, and Mark Lemmon to design 
and supervise construction of the Dallas Museum 
of Natural History. They were instructed to pro-
vide plans and specifications for a building to cost 
no more than $200,000 for a fee of 4.5 percent. 
They had ninety days to complete the task.4  
 But that was before President Roosevelt is-
sued an order that “all plans and specifications 
for projects applying to P. W. A. grants be in the 
hands of the State Director Public Works Admin-
istration on or before the 22nd day of October.” 

This “Master Plot Plan” for the Texas Centennial Exposition shows the site of the Dallas Museum of Natural 
History at the bottom, near the center, at the end of the lagoon.
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So on September 2 the Park Board directed the 
museum architects to submit complete sketches at 
their next meeting on September 10. What had 
been a three-month time-frame shrank to one-
week, but the work was completed on time.5 
 As bids came in from contractors in late No-
vember and early December, it became clear that 
the $200,000 cost estimate had been too low. 
Five construction firms turned in bids ranging 
from $247,183 to $261,620.6 On December 6, 
1935, W. Brown Fowler, supervising architect 
for the Park Board, recommended accepting R. 
F. Ball Company’s bid of $245,643 plus an ad-
ditional $7,300 for compressor and cooling coils 
for the air circulation system. This brought the 
total approved contract price to $252,943—more 
than 26 percent over the target price.7

 As part of the bidding process, Ball Con-
struction submitted a list of equipment it had on 
hand to do the work required. That list makes it 
clear that construction in 1936 emphasized man 
over machine. Instead of front-end loaders or 
fork-lifts, Ball listed nine concrete carts and forty 
wheelbarrows, “All reworked and in A-1 shape.” 
The list included a 150-pound anvil, large vise, 
and portable forge, as well as two five-horsepow-
er motors and three electric skillsaws. For heavy 
lifting, Ball could provide one derrick complete 
with catheads, shieves and other gear, and three 
stone hoists with winch and cable. Ball also had 
two trucks, a Chevrolet with 16-foot trailer and 
a V-8 of unspecified make.8 
 The Park Board must have been duly im-
pressed, because on January 9, 1936, Clyde Gri-
esenbeck notified R. F. Ball that he was autho-
rized to begin construction.9 A confident Ball 
had not waited for final approval before order-
ing materials. By December 17 he had awarded 
a contract for limestone to the Texas Cut Stone 
Company.10 Ball’s calculated risks proved crucial 
to completing the job on time.  
 By the time Ball received word to start con-
struction, he had just five months to build a mu-
seum. That meant Miller had even less time to 
install exhibits once the building was complete. 

The race was on, and the stakes were high. The 
Park Board would be embarrassed if their project 
was not ready when the gates to the Texas Cen-
tennial opened. Texas had bet heavily that “the 
first world’s fair in the Southwest” would shine a 
bright and favorable light on the state.  President 
Roosevelt and the Public Works Administration 
had a stake in what was happening in Dallas and 
watched closely as an army of workers swarmed 
into Fair Park to transform it into a world-class 
exhibition venue. 
 Fifteen hundred laborers led by foremen on 
horseback marched onto the Centennial Grounds 
on January 14 during groundbreaking ceremo-
nies for the Natural History Museum, first of 
fifty buildings scheduled for construction.11 Two 
weeks later Ball hired more to fill additional shifts 
and speed up construction. Meanwhile, Miller 
set out for the sprawling King Ranch in South 
Texas to collect waterfowl inhabiting its coastal 
bays and marshes. He also secured the skins and 
bones of five elk culled from Yellowstone Na-
tional Park’s overstocked herd.12   
 By late February, despite extremely cold 
weather, work on all city projects was ahead of 
schedule, and the number of construction work-
ers had grown to 2,500. Water, lighting, sanitary, 
and storm sewer systems for the park were near-
ing completion. Power for the Centennial light-
ing system would be enough to illuminate a city 
of one hundred thousand, and the water system 
could provide two to three million gallons per 
day.13 Things were going well until one of Ball’s 
calculated risks backfired, creating a controversy 
that would ultimately reach Washington, D. C. 
  In January, Ball had ordered floor tile from 
American Rubber Company without consult-
ing his architect. On January 13, a competitor 
(Universal Building Products Co.) alleged the 
American tile did not meet the architect’s speci-
fications, and the architect agreed.14 Ball asked 
American to release him from the contract.15 
American refused. Precious time passed while 
American and Universal aggressively defended 
their products and called for tests to settle the 
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question of specification compliance. 
 Back on the job site, improved weather kept 
construction ahead of schedule. On March 1 
Ball reported the project 21 percent complete. 
Concrete for the first floor had been poured, 
and pouring of the second floor was scheduled 
for the following Sunday.16 All the while Mill-
er was moving ahead with exhibit preparation. 
By March 28, he had secured specimens for fif-
teen habitat groups, five background murals had 
been completed (by his father-in-law, J D. Fig-
gins), and several loaned collections were ready 
to install.17 While Willie Meyer processed some 

specimens in Dallas, taxidermists in Denver and 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, prepared mounts of elk, 
mountain lions, bobcats, peccaries, white-tailed 
deer, raccoons, badgers, and red wolves.18 By 
April 6, the museum building was 60 percent 
complete, and Miller moved his headquarters into 
the basement of the rising structure to assemble 
and install exhibits. Ball estimated that the rest of 
the building would be turned over to the staff by 
May 15,19 but another development in the saga of 
the floor tile called that estimate into question.    
 Federal contract supervisors learned that an 
employee of Universal Products (whose tile was 

This aerial photograph taken during the spring of 1936 shows the Dallas Museum of Natural History under 
construction at the left.
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the Texas Centennial stands for, including those 
men who, with Honor, Courage and Patriotism, 
gave their lives for certain inviolable principles 
that Honor, Integrity and Right might prevail.”22  
 Curiously, the backstage drama was not 
picked up by the local press. Instead, the lead in 
a front page story in The Dallas Morning News on 
May 1 began, “Piles of rags, bones and hanks of 
hair as well as tons of steel and stone are being 
turned into the finest museum of natural history 
in the United States.” Miller, somewhat less ebul-
lient, told the reporter, “It isn’t as large as many 
others but it combines the latest ideas from all of 
them, leaves out their mistakes and is the most 
modern institution of its kind in the country.”23  
 May ended in a crescendo of activity. On the 
21st Travis was notified that he had been award-
ed the floor tile contract.24 He had just over two 
weeks to have the Steadman hard rubber floor tile 
manufactured, shipped, and installed. The build-
ing was turned over to the museum staff on the 

preferred) and one of the project architects were 
brothers.20 Red flags went up in Washington, 
and a letter came back from the PWA’s chief 
engineer spelling out new rules of engagement. 
“Due to the many angles of the controversy rela-
tive to the selection of rubber tile flooring for 
the Dallas Museum of Natural History building, 
it will be necessary for all facts to be presented to 
the Washington office before any definite action 
can be taken.”21

 By the time the facts were in, April had 
slipped away. Laboratory tests supported the ar-
chitect’s decision, but approval from Washing-
ton was slow in coming. With little more than 
a month remaining before the museum was to 
open, tempers flared. Fearing that he was about to 
lose the contract, J. P. Travis of Universal Prod-
ucts fired off a scathing letter criticizing federal 
intervention in the process. “It was a complete 
intimidation of five architects, the Park Board and 
the writer,” he fumed. “This was a breach of all 

This photograph shows the front of the Dallas Museum of Natural History around the time 
it opened, with newly planted trees in the foreground.
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cooler than normal.26 Spectators began lining up 
along the opening-day parade route stretching 
three miles down Main Street to Exposition and 
out to Centennial Park. Midmorning, a squadron 
of army aircraft roared overhead as eight motor-
cycle policemen started the procession eastward 
followed by horsemen carrying the six flags of 

28th and dedicated on Sunday the 31st. Southern 
Methodist University president Charles C. Selec-
man gave the dedicatory address. Dallas mayor 
George Sergeant said a few words. A bronze tab-
let was unveiled, and the museum was declared 
ready for visitors with five days to spare.25   
 June 6, 1936, dawned clear and somewhat 

An estimated 250,000 spectators lined Main Street in downtown Dallas to view the opening day parade of the 
Texas Centennial Exposition on June 6, 1936.
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when the signal returned two minutes and five 
seconds later, it activated mechanical scissors that 
cut the ribbon officially opening the six-month 
run of the Texas Centennial Exposition.
 The scene of Art Deco splendor inside the 
gates challenged even seasoned reporters to de-
scribe. Said one, “The eye saw too much, the 
mind and heart felt the beat of too many im-
pressions throughout the day to remember them 
all . . . there was magic and excitement . . . as 
joyous crowds surged up that long avenue of at-
tractions.”27 The park’s design, laid out by Dallas 
architect George Dahl, was praised for the “stun-
ningly beautiful effect evoked by the buildings, 
landscaping, decorations, and the harmonious re-
lations of each throughout the 200-acre park.”28  
 One of those harmonious buildings was the 
Dallas Museum of Natural History, a simple but 
elegant two-story edifice clad in Cordova lime-
stone quarried in Texas. Native Texas shellstone 
lined the interior walls complemented by gleam-

Texas, twenty-five Texas Rangers on horseback, 
and the United States Marine Band playing “The 
Eyes of Texas.” Two hundred fifty thousand peo-
ple watched as Texas Governor James Allred’s car 
led off a caravan of dignitaries, marching bands, 
and military units. It took fifty-one minutes for 
the largest parade in Dallas history to pass. 
 As the lead units reached the Centennial 
grounds “a sea of humanity engulfed the exposi-
tion entrance,” according to one reporter. Gover-
nor Allred stepped from his car for a brief opening 
ceremony. The head of the local chapter of the 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas handed him 
a bejeweled key encrusted with $50,000 worth 
of gold and precious stones. U. S. Secretary of 
Commerce Daniel Roper spoke into a micro-
phone. “The State of Texas sends greetings to all 
the peoples of the world on the occasion of the 
celebration of her 100th birthday, and invites you 
to join us here at the exposition in 1936.” The ra-
dio message was broadcast around the world, and 

This black and white postcard, produced for the Texas Centennial Exposition, emphasized the Art 
Deco look of the front entrance of the Dallas Museum of Natural History.
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ing aluminum trim inside and out.  Visitors to 
the museum on that first day stepped into a quiet, 
air-conditioned refuge populated with expertly 
preserved lifelike specimens of buffalo, elk, mule 
deer, white-tailed deer, antelope, peccary, bea-
ver, badger, raccoon, mountain lion, bobcat, 
ocelot, red wolf, coyote, gray fox, and kit fox. 
These sixteen initial exhibits celebrated the rich 
natural heritage of Texas—something Texans, on 
the birthday of their state, could be proud of.  
 But the museum was only one of many at-
tractions clamoring for attention on opening day. 
One reporter was convinced that “a majority of 
the more than 100,000 exposition visitors Satur-
day didn’t go to get educated . . . Soon after the 
glittering lights went on at dusk until the closing 
hour of midnight,” he wrote, “the greatest enter-
tainment spectacle the Southwest has ever seen 
was eyed by throngs which clogged the sidewalks 
and roadways.” The curious could visit Midget 
City, a “modernistic Lilliputian community” with 
stage shows, mock trials, and peeks into midget 
homes. Or they might stroll down the Streets of 
Paris to see “apple dancers, Rosie the Ropespin-
ner à la Sally Rand, and artists’ studios complete 
with models.” Those with more refined taste 
could attend a play in a replica of Shakespeare’s 
Globe Theater, walk through a faux Damascus 
Gate from Jerusalem, or visit a recreation of Little 
America complete with Admiral Byrd’s plane and 
his sled dogs from Antarctica.  
 At sunset, as the park cooled after a hot af-
ternoon, one observer described “a solid pro-
cession of streetcars, automobiles, and pedes-
trians” streaming into the Centennial grounds. 
Dallas Morning News reporter Sam Acheson 
described the moment at 8:30 when the lights 
came on “starting from almost complete dark-
ness and ending in all its multicolored brilliance.” 
At 10:30 two squadrons of military aircraft flew 
over, and four 800,000 candlepower searchlights 
shot beams of light into the sky seen from the 
Tyler airport 100 miles away.  
 Officials watched attendance figures grow 
through the evening—80,000 at 7:30, 109,000 

at 9:30, 114,000 at 10:00. The magic number 
was 118,000—opening day total for Chicago’s 
1933 Century of Progress. Just before midnight 
the Dallas total hit 117,625. Officials called it a 
tie.29 By any measure the “first World Fair in the 
South” was a smashing success.
 “Civic Pride and Ambition Get Credit for 
Unparalleled City Endeavor” read one headline 
the following morning.30 “Marvelous Fair Light-
ing Display Astounds Visitors” trumpeted anoth-
er.31 An editorial writer captured the spirit of the 
day: “The City of Dallas conjured the aid of the 
State and Nation to supplement its own resourc-
es and lo! before our eyes rises the Magic Exposi-
tion City, proudly reflecting the natural beauty 
and historic splendor of the Lone Star State.”32  
Out of a heady mixture of Centennial pride and 
pragmatism, the Dallas Museum of Natural His-
tory was born.  
 Another opening day editorial sounded an 
alarm about the problem the museum had been 
created to address. “Texas is essentially a region 
of scenic charm,” it began, “[with] whispering 
pine forests, the rolling flowery prairies with 
their bounding deer and antelope, the high plains 
where great herds of buffaloes ranged, the lofty 
mountains of the Southwest, the sandy beach and 
spraying breakers of the Gulf.” But the writer 
warned of trouble ahead. “Much of this natu-
ral charm has been erased by the unwitting hand 
of man. Forests have been mowed down; prai-
rie farm land has been ruined . . . grass plains, 
plowed too extensively, have become part of 
a menacing dust bowl . . . One of the tasks of 
Texas in the next century will be to restore this 
lost natural charm of her landscapes.”33 Texas had 
a new partner in that endeavor—the Dallas Mu-
seum of Natural History.
 By the early 1960s Miller and staff had com-
pleted over fifty scientifically accurate, artistically 
stylish habitat groups depicting Texas landscapes 
from the Big Thicket to Big Bend—from the 
Panhandle to the Rio Grande Valley. But the 
world was changing and so was Dallas. Habitat 
groups, once the “in” thing, had become passé. 
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Park Board sponsorship, essential to the museum’s 
founding and its first three decades of operation, 
was increasingly seen as a liability.  An institution 
that had seen but one director in its first thirty 
years, saw three in its second thirty and six in 
the next five years. One round of strategic soul 
searching in 1985-86 proved prophetic.  Plan-
ners suggested privatizing the Natural History 
Museum and merging with the Science Place.  
Privatizing took seven years—the merger twenty. 
In 2006 the Dallas Children’s Museum, Science 
Place, and Natural History Museum joined forces 
and in 2012 moved into the stunning new Perot 
Museum of Nature and Science. The building 
F. W. Miller occupied in 1936 and the unique 
collection of habitat groups it houses remain pro-
tected historical landmarks in Fair Park.
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“I know [that] this needed to be done for the city…
there are persons who are really willing to work
to make things better for this city.”
 – Lindalyn Adams, Oral History, March 14, 1997 

The Sixth Floor Museum recognizes the significant contributions of

LINDALYN ADAMS
to preserving Dallas history 

Without the dedication and leadership of Lindalyn Adams, there may never have been a 

historical exhibit opened inside the Texas School Book Depository.

A decade after the tragic events in Dealey Plaza, Lindalyn volunteered to develop a historical display 

about the Kennedy assassination, Dallas and the 1960s. Thus began a dedicated effort which 

culminated with the opening of The Sixth Floor exhibit on Presidents Day, February 20, 1989.

We salute this herculean effort as well as Lindalyn’s multitude of contributions and accomplishments 

in local historic preservation. Dallas, and the world, owes her a tremendous debt of thanks.   

411 Elm St | Dallas, TX 75202 | jfk.org

Institutional Archives / The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza
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Dallas to turn a gold key to open the Texas Cen-
tennial Exposition in 1936, an estimated half a 
million people turned out to greet him.1 Wood-
row Wilson and Warren G. Harding visited in 
1911 and 1920, respectively, as candidates for the 
White House. When President Harry Truman 
became the fourth sitting president to visit the 
city in 1948, he did so in both roles: chief execu-
tive and candidate.
 Although Truman had been president for nearly 
a full term following Franklin Roosevelt’s death in 
1945, he was still compared in public opinion and in 
the press to FDR, who had led the nation through 
the Great Depression and World War II. For many 
Americans, Roosevelt was the only president they 
had known. Dubbed an “accidental” president, Tru-
man lacked the speaking abilities and the reassuring, 
paternal mannerisms of his predecessor. His voice 
was thin and reedy, and despite the fact that few 

I  n November Americans will decide, for 
the 58th time in our history, who will lead our 
nation for the next four years. The rapidly 
advancing technological landscape of our modern 
age, with its twenty-four hour news cycle, count-
less media outlets, and instant news via computer, 
tablet, and smartphone, brings the candidates’ 
every word and movement into American homes 
daily. Voters have become familiar (some would 
say ad nauseam) with their faces, words, and 
political stances. Both major party candidates have 
visited Dallas this election cycle and their stops 
here have become rather routine news. Even vis-
its by incumbent presidents lack the excitement 
they once did. 
 In 1905 Theodore Roosevelt became the 
first president to stop in Dallas, and his successor, 
William Howard Taft, was entertained here four 
years later. When Franklin Roosevelt came to 

“Give ‘Em Hell!” 
Truman’s Whistlestop 

Campaign in Dallas
By Sam Childers

I
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 The outlook for Truman’s election was bleak. 
Midterm congressional elections in 1946 had 
resulted in the Republicans capturing control of 
both houses of Congress for the first time since 
1928. Postwar housing shortages, labor strikes, and 
the expanding Communist threat in Europe all 
contributed to the president’s low esteem among 

people ever saw Roosevelt stand upright, Truman’s 
5' 9" stature and thick eyeglasses made him seem a 
poor substitute for FDR. Though his Republican 
opponent, New York Governor Thomas Dewey, 
was an inch shorter, his urbane, confident demeanor 
and good looks simply reinforced the perception 
that Truman was not up to the job.

On Sept. 27, 1948, President Harry Truman addressed a crowd of 12,000 at Dallas’s Rebel Stadium, criticizing 
the Republican-led Congress and pledging that he would “not surrender,” as members of the press (foreground) 
and an American Legion band (right) watched.
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voters. His popularity among fellow Democrats 
was halfhearted at best. Liberal Democrats dis-
agreed with his hardline policy towards the Soviet 
Union, leading Henry Wallace (FDR’s third term 
vice-president and Secretary of Commerce for 
FDR and Truman) to run as the candidate of the 
Progressive Party. Conservative Democrats, pri-
marily Southerners, opposed his embrace of civil 
rights for African Americans. Members of the 
Mississippi and Alabama delegations had walked 
out of the party’s convention and formed the 
States Rights Party, nominating segregationist 
Governor Strom Thurmond of South Carolina as 
its nominee. To make matters worse, the Demo-
cratic National Committee’s finances were a mere 
pittance compared to the Republicans’ robust cof-
fers. 
 Few people believed that Truman had a 
chance to win the election. Editor & Publisher, a 
trade publication for journalists, reported that 69 
percent of U.S. newspapers supported Dewey, 
16 percent wanted Truman, and the others were 
either undecided or scattered between Wal-
lace and Thurmond.2 Public opinion polling, 
then in its infancy, showed Truman far behind 
Dewey. Polls conducted by the Gallup organiza-
tion between April 1947 and 1948 indicated that 
approval of “the way Harry Truman is handling 
his job as President” fell from 57 to 36 percent.3 
The president himself was one of just a few peo-
ple, even among his inner circle, who believed 
he could win and that he would win the election 
by taking his case directly to the people.
 Texas Democrats, who then dominated state 
politics, were in turmoil. At the state convention 
in Fort Worth in mid-September, conservative 
“Dixiecrat” delegates clashed with pro-Truman 
supporters over the party platform that included a 
civil rights plank. The liberal movement eventu-
ally won, but not before the three largest delega-
tions—Dallas, Harris, and Tarrant counties—were 
booted from the convention.4 If this conflict was 
not bad enough for the party, delegates were also 
warring over the disputed primary election con-
test for the United States Senate seat. Congress-

man Lyndon Johnson had won the runoff by a 
paper-thin 87 votes over former governor Coke 
Stevenson. Accusations of voter fraud and illegali-
ties were thrown from both camps, and despite 
Johnson’s certification by the state convention, 
lawyers for both candidates continued to fight the 
issue out in court. Harry Truman’s party in Texas 
was as divided as it could be.
 Despite the grim prospects for victory, Tru-
man was confident that he could win. In April 
1948 Truman’s closest advisors, including Clark 
Clifford, Oscar Chapman, and Oscar Ewing, 
began to hold weekly meetings outside of the 
White House to strategize about the upcom-
ing election. The “Monday Night Group,” as it 
became known, determined that the key to win-
ning the election was winning the West. The 
group advised that the best way to cover the 
area was by train, where the president could pass 
through hard-to-reach towns and hamlets and 
focus on the problems they faced: land reclama-
tion, floods, and agriculture.5 His inner circle rec-
ognized that a large part of Truman’s poor legisla-
tive record was due to obstruction by the hostile 
Republican-controlled Congress, whose sole aim 
seemed to be blocking the president from passing 
any meaningful legislation. If he could make this 
argument before the American people, the Mon-
day Night Group argued, he might have a chance 
to win. 
 Key to the success of the campaign by rail 
was the formation of the “Research Division,” a 
small group of writers, researchers and statisticians 
whose job was to gather information on each 
locality where the train would stop, providing 
Truman with detailed information on local issues, 
names of city leaders, and other statistics to per-
sonalize his remarks, whether delivered from the 
rear platform of the train, the local high school 
football stadium or, in larger cities, an arena or  
auditorium.
 Truman immediately warmed to the idea 
and was anxious to get started. The campaign 
scheduled an ambitious fifteen-day tour in June. 
Since presidential campaigns traditionally began 



LLEGACIES Fall 2016  39 

Local party leaders immediately began making 
arrangements that fluctuated over the next week. 
Plans called for Truman to leave the train in Fort 
Worth, make an address there, and then travel by 
motorcade to Dallas. Ferris Plaza was considered 
as the site for his Dallas speech, but it was soon 
deemed too small to accommodate the expected 
crowd.10 Eventually, Rebel Stadium (also known 
as Steers Park and later as Burnett Field) in Oak 
Cliff was elected as the venue.11

 On September 17, Truman, his wife, Bess, 
and their daughter, Margaret, boarded the presi-
dential train at Union Station in Washington 
and headed west. The “Presidential Special” 
consisted of eighteen cars, including accom-
modations for the president’s secretaries, White 
House staff, members of the press, and railroad 
personnel, as well as a lounge, two dining cars, 
a signal car, and the president’s car, the Ferdinand 
Magellan. Built in 1928 by the Pullman Com-
pany, the luxurious car had been purchased by 
the government for presidential use in 1942 for 
Franklin Roosevelt. Reinforced with wartime 
security features including armor-plated steel and 
bulletproof glass windows and “air conditioned” 
with the aid of 6,000 pound of ice, it featured 
four sleeping compartments, an observation 
lounge, a galley, a pantry, and a dining area that 
doubled as a conference room. A rear door led to 
a small platform, equipped with three loudspeak-
ers, enabling Truman to address crowds in small 
towns without leaving the train.12 
 Officially kicking off the tour in Michi-
gan, Truman came out swinging and never 
stopped. In Dexter, Iowa, he called the Repub-
licans “gluttons of privilege,” adding that they 
had “stuck a pitchfork in the farmer’s back.”13 
In Ogden, Utah, he labeled the opposition party 
“bloodsuckers.” In Reno, they were “a bunch 
of old mossbacks living back in 1890,” and he 
told the crowd in Roseville, California, that their 
GOP congressman was “terrible” and “one of 
the worst.”14 His rhetoric might have fired up 
voters, but many in the news media condemned 
his words as demagoguery.  

after Labor Day at that time, the White House 
publicized the tour as “non-political.” Offi-
cially, the president traveled to the West Coast 
at the invitation of the University of California, 
Berkeley to deliver a commencement address at 
the school. The trip was an immediate success, 
although it was clear from the beginning that it 
was anything but non-political. From Ohio to 
California and back, Truman used every oppor-
tunity to call out the Republican-led Congress 
and to defend what he referred to as the “rights 
of the common people.”6 At the Democratic 
convention the following month, he drew a line 
in the sand when, during his acceptance speech, 
he lambasted the “do-nothing” Congress, calling 
the body into a special session and challenging 
its members to pass meaningful legislation, much 
of which was included in the Republican party’s 
own platform. On July 26, which Truman called 
Turnip Day (in Missouri the day to plant tur-
nips “come hell or high water”), the special ses-
sion began. Fifteen days later, when the session 
ended, virtually nothing on which Truman had 
demanded action had been accomplished, pro-
viding plenty of ammunition for the president’s 
campaign before the people.7

 In mid-September, the campaign announced 
a tentative transcontinental rail tour schedule 
that would bring the president to Dallas on Sep-
tember 27 for a speech and an overnight stay. 
The schedule was announced only as far as Los 
Angeles, with the caveat that the trip could be 
cut short due to a developing situation with the 
Soviet Union over Berlin.8 (The Soviets had 
blocked Western access to Berlin in June, and 
the United States and its allies had responded 
with an airlift of food and other essential sup-
plies to the isolated city. Weeks of intense nego-
tiations to end the blockade were proving futile, 
raising tensions between Russia and the West.) 
The campaign itinerary was amended the next 
day, with the overnight stay moved to Bon-
ham, where Truman would pay a visit to former 
House speaker Sam Rayburn, a longtime friend 
and dean of the Texas congressional delegation.9 
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Lyndon Johnson, Wright Patman, John Lyle, 
and W. R. Poage.15 El Paso was just a warm-
up for Truman in Texas. Towns that had never 
experienced a presidential visit got one now: 
Marfa, Alpine, Valentine, and Sierra Blanca were 
included in the schedule. 
 On Sunday, September 26, Truman took in 

 A full week into the trip, the train entered 
Texas at El Paso, where he was joined by a full 
complement of Texas officials and state campaign 
staff, who would travel with him for the two-day 
swing through the state. The delegation included 
Attorney General Tom Clark, Governor Beau-
ford Jester, Sam Rayburn, and Congressmen 

Rival cities Dallas and Fort Worth were always competitive. Democratic organizers in both cities provided 
automobiles to transport the chief executive from “Cowtown” to “Big D.” Although the Secret Service selected 
Fort Worth’s Lincoln, Dallas’s Packard, complete with flags on its fenders, participated in the motorcade and 
remained available for Truman’s use.



LLEGACIES Fall 2016  41 

to draw attention to our motorcade. The Dal-
las policemen were not as numerous when we 
arrived at the line dividing the two cities.”20

 The visit was a media event and a historic one 
at that. Two days before officially inaugurating 
regular scheduled programming as the first televi-
sion station in Texas, WBAP informally signed 
on for 47 minutes to cover Truman’s arrival and 
speech in Fort Worth and his departure to Dal-
las, making it the first live television broadcast in 
the Southwest. The Dallas Morning News reported, 
“At the University Park home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Adleta, Mrs. Adleta reported ‘some 
splendid close-ups of the first family’” and said 
“she adjusted the door of her home so that the 
light would not shine on the television screen.” 
For those without the new technology, and there 
were  many in 1948, televisions were set up at the 
Adolphus Hotel and the Sanger Brothers Depart-
ment Store, where the telecast was described as 
generally clear and very good, especially consider-
ing excess light in the store.21 Although television 
enthusiastically covered Truman’s stop in Dallas, 
other media was not as impressed. The conserva-
tive Morning News noted in an editorial the morn-
ing of the presidential visit that: 

Fully half of the long-time Democratic 
party members of Texas would no more 
welcome Harry Truman, the man, the 
candidate, in Dallas today than they will 
vote voluntarily for him in November. 
It is true that the President is speaking in 
Dallas Monday, not as the chief executive 
of the nation but as a candidate. That can 
and will be discounted. Truth to tell, the 
majority of us will pay little heed to the 
words he will say.22

 Led by a wedge of motorcycle police, the 
caravan headed east toward Dallas, followed by 
newsreel cameramen in pickup trucks that darted 
in and out of the procession. Truman sat on the 
back of the seat of the open car or sometimes 
stood, waving at people who had lined the route. 
As incredible as it seems today, other drivers who 

a day of rest, if it could be called that. Disem-
barking the train at Uvalde, the Trumans visited 
with former vice-president John “Cactus Jack” 
Garner, who presided over what Margaret Tru-
man described as the “most tremendous breakfast 
in the history of the Truman family”: white wing 
dove, bacon, ham, fried chicken, scrambled eggs, 
rice in gravy, hot biscuits, Uvalde honey, peach 
preserves, grape jelly, and coffee.16 Truman 
needed his stamina, for before reaching Dallas the 
next day, he was scheduled to make remarks at 
San Marcos, Austin, Bells, Georgetown, Temple, 
Waco, Hillsboro, Fort Worth, and Grand Prai-
rie, in addition to a post-Dallas stop in Greenville 
before arriving at Bonham in the evening.17

 Arriving on schedule in Fort Worth at 2:05 
P.M., Truman was greeted by a crowd of “thou-
sands” at the Texas & Pacific terminal building. 
Introduced by Governor Jester, Truman delivered 
a rousing stump speech with the now-familiar 
attacks on the “do-nothing Congress,” reminding 
Fort Worthians that as “one of the five great cattle 
markets in the nation, you are interested in the 
policies of the federal government as it affects the 
farmer,” adding, the Republicans had done their 
best to “cut the farmer.”18 Forty minutes later, the 
presidential party left the platform for the motor-
cade to Dallas. Attorney General Clark joined 
Truman in the back seat of a shiny black Lincoln 
convertible provided by party organizers in Fort 
Worth, while Mrs. Truman, Margaret, and other 
dignitaries scrambled into the remaining forty-
odd cars. (Dallas Democrats had provided a spar-
kling Packard for the honor of transporting the 
chief executive, but after the Secret Service gave 
both cars the once-over, the Cowtown automo-
bile was given the nod of approval).19  
 The decades-old rivalry between Dallas and 
Fort Worth was legendary, and Fort Worth civic 
booster and publisher Amon Carter was deter-
mined to outshine Dallas. “Carter rode with us 
to the Dallas line and he must have had forty 
motorcycle policemen to serve as our escort,” 
recalled campaign advisor William Bray. “He 
had an array of other spectacular achievements 
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Party organizers had worked hard to ensure that African-American citizens had the opportunity to attend 
Truman’s Dallas speech. Members of the Progressive Voters League were very active in getting out the black 
vote, which largely favored Truman and the Democrats on Election Day.
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occasionally cut into the caravan were merely 
waved out of the parade by police. 
 It was a tremendous welcome. Spectators 
young and old lined most of the thirty-mile route 
from Fort Worth. A New England newspaper 
counted six children with dogs along the way. 
One boy, the report stated, was forcibly holding 
his pooch’s head to make the dog look at the pres-
ident, and as the cars passed the Home for Aged 
Masons near Arlington, a number of elderly men 
lined the highway and waved flags.23 After a brief 

stop in Grand Prairie, the motorcade continued 
along what was then known as U.S. Highway 80 
(today’s TX 180) onto Davis Street in Oak Cliff, 
where huge crowds lined the street to catch a 
glimpse of the president. Jefferson Boulevard was 
jammed with an estimated 25,000 people, many 
hanging out of windows and perched atop store-
fronts decorated with bunting and flags.24 Dallas 
schools had allowed students, with a note from 
their parents, to leave school early to see the pres-
ident, adding to the crowds and reinforcing the 

President Truman acknowledged the cheers of the assembled crowd at Rebel Stadium with a grin and a 
wave of his hat as his automobile entered the ballpark’s outfield near the third base line.



L44   LEGACIES Fall 2016

Congressman Lyndon Johnson greeted platform guests as Truman and Texas Governor Beauford Jester 
looked on. Johnson, embroiled in a bitter battle with former governor Coke Stevenson for the Democratic 
Senate nomination, eventually prevailed, but the derisive nickname “Landslide Lyndon” shadowed him for 
the rest of his political career.  
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holiday atmosphere.25 A smiling Harry Truman, 
hat in hand, waved and nodded to the apprecia-
tive throng.
 The crowd at Rebel Stadium had been 
growing steadily since before noon. Local Dem-
ocratic organizers had taken great pains to ensure 
that the event would be integrated, following 
the party’s position on civil rights. Working 
with local African-American leaders to turn out 
“Negro” supporters, Donald Dawson, an assis-
tant to the president, recalled helping to arrange 
the integrated crowd. “We had a very active 
black faction in Dallas that wanted to take part. 
From that standpoint we made special arrange-
ments, not in the sense that they were special, 
but that we wanted to be sure that they had every 
opportunity to take a part.” 26 Truman’s Treasury 
Secretary John Snyder said, “Dallas isn’t exactly 
a Southern town, but they liked to be called the 
South whether they ought to or not. They’d 
invited a lot of the blacks (to the speech) and they 
turned out. It turned out all right because the 
blacks in Texas voted for Truman pretty well.”27 
Dallas Police Night Chief Flay Nelson guessed, 
“Negroes made up 30 percent of the audience.28

 The mostly partisan crowd of 12,000 had 
been warmed up with speeches delivered by local 
Democratic officials by the time the parade of cars 
arrived at Rebel Stadium a full hour after Tru-
man’s scheduled 3 P.M. appearance. The throng 
went wild as the Lincoln, flags flying from the 
front fenders, entered the stadium from the out-
field near third base and cruised to the wooden 
platform that had been specially built for Tru-
man’s talk, as an American Legion band struck 
up the “Missouri Waltz.” Every seat in the sta-
dium was filled, and an overflow section had been 
roped off a few feet in front of the platform. As 
the band segued into “Hail to the Chief,” men 
throughout the crowd tossed their hats into the 
air.29 Mounting the speaker’s stand, Truman 
grinned and posed for pictures before taking his 
seat as Henry Seay, chairman of the arrangements 

committee, introduced the assembled dignitaries 
on the dais that included Judge Sarah T. Hughes, 
John Cullum, Lyndon Johnson, and Sam Ray-
burn. When the band began to play “The Yel-
low Rose of Texas,” the platform party rose 
and Governor Jester nudged Truman to remove 
his hat to conform to unwritten Texas custom. 
More speeches followed. Congressman J. M. 
Combs of Beaumont drew applause, “mostly 
from Negroes,” when he said, “Boys from Texas, 
South Carolina, Washington, and Arizona shared 
the same foxholes and sailed the same ships. They 
deserve equal treatment under the law.”30 
 Attorney General Clark, a Dallas native, 
then introduced the president, but in doing so, 
flubbed his lines when he said, “I saw the courage 
of Harry Truman go to the courts and stop Joe 
Louis.” (Clark meant to say John Lewis, the leader 
of the United Mine Workers Union, which Tru-
man had taken control of in 1946 when 400,000 
workers walked out on strike) The crowd roared 
at the gaffe, and Clark recalled years later, “I was 
very embarrassed about it. My mother was there 
. . . I just got flustered. . . .”31 Truman laughed 
heartily at the mistake as he took the podium. 
As the din of the crowd subsided, his first words 
were, “Tom, you gave me too much credit. 
It wasn’t Joe Louis I stopped—it was John. I 
haven’t quite that much muscle.” More laughter 
followed and he continued, “I am happy to be in 
Dallas, one of the greatest cities in Texas. I began 
to come into Dallas when I was about nine years 
old. I had an uncle who lived down here south of 
town, in a little town called Wilmer. And I have 
a great many relatives living in Dallas today, and 
all over Texas, for that matter.”32

 He then launched into his stump speech. 
Arms flying, he said, “The interests in this cam-
paign go far beyond the election. They go to the 
very core of American life.” Continuing his theme 
of railing against the special interest Republicans, 
he reminded the assembly, “The basic issue in 
this contest is whether or not the Government 
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Democrats to “Get out early and vote, every one 
of you, on November the 2nd.”33

 As the presidential party made its way to 
the waiting line of cars, a wall of people and the 
Secret Service surrounded Truman’s Lincoln and 
Dallas policemen struggled to clear a path for the 
car. Many shouted, “Pour it on!” and called him 
by his first name, telling him to “Give ‘em hell!”34 

of the United States is to be run in the inter-
ests of the people as a whole or in the interests 
of a small group controlled by big business.” He 
went on to list the failures of the GOP on the 
issues of housing, price controls, and federal aid 
for education, pausing when applause and cheers 
interrupted his remarks. Twenty minutes after he 
began, Truman concluded the speech by urging 

Following Truman’s campaign rally, U.S. Ambassador to Russia Walter Bedell Smith conferred with the 
president aboard the Ferdinand Magellan regarding the tense situation with Russia and its blockade of Berlin. 
Truman ordered Smith to fly to Dallas from Washington on the presidential aircraft Independence to personally 
brief him on the crisis.
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The motorcade slowly pushed through the mob, 
winding its way to Union Station downtown, 
where the traffic grew worse. “It was the biggest 
traffic mess since Franklin Roosevelt was here in 
1936,” said Dallas Police Captain L.M. McKin-
ney.35

 Although politics was the order of the day, 
affairs of state could not be ignored. While 
Truman campaigned across Texas, critical talks 
between the U.S., Great Britain, France, and 
Russia over the situation in Berlin had collapsed, 
and it was feared that the Soviets would use a 
veto to prevent the matter from going before the 
United Nations Security Council. British For-
eign Secretary Ernest Bevin said that the crisis 
was so grave that it threatened the very existence 
of the U.N. and that the situation had escalated 
to the point that “the black fury” of atomic war 
was possible.36 When Truman was advised of the 
situation, he summoned the U.S. ambassador, Lt. 
Gen. Walter Bedell Smith, to brief him person-
ally and authorized Smith to fly immediately from 
Washington to Dallas on the presidential aircraft, 
the Independence.37 As Truman spoke across the 
Trinity River, Smith arrived at Union Station, 
where the presidential train had been brought 
from Fort Worth. The ambassador, accompanied 
by a single assistant, asked a reporter to direct him 
to the Secret Service, and an agent, sidestepping 
large cakes of ice being loaded onto the train, 
whisked the envoy into the Ferdinand Magellan 
to await Truman’s return.38 Arriving at the train, 
Truman immediately entered the presidential car 
and began conferring with the ambassador; for 
a time, Dallas was arguably the center of world 
politics. As the train pulled out of the rail yard, 
Truman interrupted his meeting and stepped out 
to the rear platform, once again waving and smil-
ing to the crowd. As the engine pulled away en 
route to Bonham, one woman called out, “We’ll 
keep the home fires burning in Texas!”39

 Though Truman’s visit to Dallas was brief, 
the whistlestop strategy is credited with Truman’s 

decisive victory over Thomas Dewey. Dallas 
County voters supported the president over his 
rival by more than 11, 000 votes, and statewide, 
Truman bested Dewey by a nearly three to one 
margin. Although the margin for Lyndon John-
son’s victory was thinner, the election of 1948 
marked another chapter in LBJ’s political career 
that would eventually lead to the White House.
 Harry Truman made a number of subsequent 
visits to Dallas in later years, most notably for 
speeches at SMU in 1957 and at the Elmwood 
Methodist Church two years later, but it was his 
short whistlestop in 1948 that gave Dallas a small 
role in the nation’s political history in an era the 
likes of which will never be seen again.
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STEP INTO THE PAST
Nestled within 13 tree-lined acres, Dallas Heritage Village is 

comprised of 38 historic structures, including a working farm, 
elegant Victorian homes, a school, a church and turn-of-the-last-

century Main Street. The Village is open Tuesday - Saturday,  
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. & Sunday, Noon - 4 p.m. 

 
COMING SOON. . . 

Farina Lecture Series
Tuesday, October 25

Reception at 6:30 p.m. • Lecture at 7:00 p.m.

Candlelight   
Saturday, December 10 - Sunday, December 11

3 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Barnyard Buddies
October 12 • November 9  • December 14

11 am

Dallas Jazz Age Sunday Social
Sunday, March 26 • Noon - 5 p.m.

For more information, visit  
www.DallasHeritageVillage.org or call 214-413-3674 

1515 South Harwood; Dallas, Texas 
One block south of the Farmer’s Market

Find us on Facebook
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Darwin Payne, One Hundred Years on the 
Hilltop: The Centennial History of Southern 
Methodist University (Dallas: DeGolyer Li-
brary, Southern Methodist University, 2016, 
591 pp., $39.95). 

 Southern Methodist University (SMU) has 
been an integral part of Dallas, and Dallas an inte-
gral part of it, for one hundred years. This syner-
gistic and at times challenging relationship is one 
of the focuses of Darwin Payne’s new book One 
Hundred Years on the Hilltop: The Centennial History 
of Southern Methodist University. Significant anni-
versaries are almost always a time to celebrate, 
reflect, and retrace an institution’s history, and 
five years ago SMU, wisely in my mind, com-
missioned Payne to research and write this “offi-
cial history.” The result is the first truly compre-
hensive history of SMU, one of the more presti-
gious private universities in the country and a key 
component in Dallas’s educational, cultural, and 
sports landscape. 

 SMU couldn’t have selected a better author 
to tell this story. Payne is a lifelong Dallas resident, 
who received an M.A. in history from SMU and 
a Ph.D. in American Civilization from UT Aus-
tin. He taught journalism at SMU for thirty years 
and has authored numerous books about Dallas 
and some of its significant leaders, like J. Erik 
Jonsson and Sarah T. Hughes. In 2011 he tackled 
the history of SMU athletics in In Honor of the 
Mustangs: A Centennial History of SMU Athletics. 
Payne is currently professor emeritus of commu-
nications at the university. In One Hundred Years on 
the Hilltop, Payne brings a historian’s sensibility for 
examining the countervailing forces of continuity 
and change at SMU as well as a journalist’s flair 
for ferreting out and telling a good story—per-
haps I should say stories because there are literally 
hundreds of stories told in this book. 
 This book is exhaustive and at times exhaust-
ing (have I mentioned it has 591 pages?). This 
isn’t a fluff piece of hagiography, but rather a seri-
ous, well written, academic treatment of SMU’s 
first one hundred years. Payne admits in the pref-
ace, “I have labored under the general spirit of an 
oft-repeated truism—the highest form of patrio-
tism to one’s country is to be its critic without 
being its enemy.” With this as his guiding prin-
ciple, Payne presents a balanced history, covering 
both SMU’s triumphs and its travails--and there 
are plenty of both. The book begins with SMU’s 
founding in 1911 and ends with the 2015 con-
clusion of the university’s Centennial Celebra-
tion, which culminated with the success of a $1 
billion fundraising campaign. To say the univer-
sity has come a long way since its early struggles 
with finances is an understatement.
 The book is organized chronologically, with 
special attention given to SMU’s ten presidents 
and their administrations, from founding presi-
dent Robert Stewart Hyer to current president 
R. Gerald Turner. In addition, Payne traces how 
faculty roles have changed over time, from an 
initial emphasis on teaching and service to more 
of an emphasis on research and publishing. The  
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Founded in 1911, Southern Methodist Univer-
sity opened its doors for classes in 1915. On 
the occasion of its 100th anniversary, profes-

sor emeritus Darwin Payne has written the offi cial 
centennial history.
 From humble beginnings on a Johnsongrass 
prairie miles from downtown Dallas, SMU has 
grown to be one of the leading private universities 
in the nation. But its ascent to prominence was not 
always assured and in fact the institution has dealt 
with periodic crises in its history, involving fi nances, 
the changing role of the Methodist Church and reli-
gion in its life, athletics, social movements, academic 
freedom, corporate governance, and politics. SMU’s 
response to these confl icts over time is part of its 
particular story but also part of American cultural 
history. Payne tells this story well.
 SMU owes its beautiful campus to the vision and 
determination of its founding president, Robert 
Stewart Hyer, and to the dedication of succeeding 
administrators (and benefactors) who have enlarged 
and improved upon its idyllic setting, a tranquil oa-
sis in the middle of the bustling city of Dallas. Over 
time, the original prairie has given way to an aca-
demic grove of live oak trees, the quads and schools 
interconnected in geometric precision and beauty, 
encouraging one to think of harmony and grace 
and perhaps even of the unity of all knowledge. 
SMU is a place set apart for the cultivation of a well-
ordered mind.
 Such is the ideal, at any rate, and SMU’s motto 
points the way: Veritas Liberabit Vos, “the truth shall 
make you free.” President Hyer also selected the 
motto, making him the architect not only of SMU’s 
campus but also of its intellectual ambitions.
 Honesty requires us to admit, however, that our 
beloved “Hilltop” is really not much more than a 
barely perceptible rise on the rolling Texas prairie. 
Truth is also found in Peruna, a turn-of-the-last-
century patent-medicine known for its alcoholic 
“kick” and selected by early students as the name for 
the school’s pony mascot. Herbert Gambrell, one 
of those early undergraduates and later chairman 
of the history department, remembered a “singing 
campus,” where students were frequently breaking 
into spontaneous song, often parodies of familiar 
hymns (“Ah, Mazie Grace, How Sweet She Is” and 
“Gladly, the Cross-Eyed Bear”). Charles Ferguson, 
class of 1923, published a satirical novel, Pigskin, in 
1929, set on the campus of “Martha Sumner Univer-
sity.” Irony and humor are part of the SMU story as 
well as high-mindedness.

(continued on back fl ap)

 While many Americans associate SMU with 
football (thanks to the prodigiously talented Doak 
Walker in the 1940s or thanks to the pay-for-play 
scandals and “death penalty” of the 1980s), readers 
will discover that there is more to SMU than grid-
iron glory (or infamy).
 SMU is the home of the venerable Southwest 
Review, the third oldest literary quarterly in the 
United States, after the Yale Review and the Sewanee 
Review. SMU led the way in civil rights in its part of 
the country by integrating the theology school in the 
1950s and by offering an athletic scholarship to Jerry 
LeVias, who broke the color barrier in the Southwest 
Conference in 1965. SMU’s Meadows Museum has 
an internationally recognized collection of Span-
ish art. SMU’s libraries, including the George W. 
Bush Presidential Library, hold vast storehouses of 
unique materials. SMU’s faculty have included many 
gifted scholars and teachers, leaders in their subject 
specialties and also able to inspire generations of 
students in the classroom. Among its alumni, SMU 
can claim a host of distinguished ministers, doctors, 
lawyers, businessmen and businesswomen, academ-
ics, teachers, writers, artists, musicians, engineers, 
and scientists.
 With access to a wealth of primary materials, 
including the minutes of the Board of Trustees, 
Payne has given us a thoroughly researched and 
documented narrative which weaves SMU’s story 
into the broader context of American higher educa-
tion. Enlivened by telling anecdotes and illustrated 
by scores of historical photographs, One Hundred 
Years on the Hilltop sums up SMU’s fi rst century and 
points as well to the future.

 About the Author
Darwin Payne is the 
author of numerous 
books on Dallas history 
as well as biographies of 
such individuals as Fred-
erick Lewis Allen, Owen 
Wister, Sarah T. Hughes, 
Erik Jonsson, and Louis 
A. Bedford. His books 
on Dallas include Big D: 
Triumphs and Troubles of 
an American Supercity in 

the 20th Century. He is a life-long resident of Dallas, 
professor of communications emeritus at SMU, and 
 former president of the Texas Institute of Letters.
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Payne proves, this is far from the case, especially 
when the author is a talented writer, an assidu-
ous researcher, and an accomplished historian. I 
highly recommend it. 

—Gerald D. Saxon 
University of Texas at Arlington     

  

Harold Rich, Fort Worth: Outpost, Cowtown, 
Boomtown (Norman: University of Oklaho-
ma Press, 2014, 274 pp., $29.95)

This book makes it clear that Fort Worth was built 
on dreams of outpacing Dallas, in growth, sophis-
tication and wealth. As Harold Rich explains, in 
the formative period from 1880 to 1918, each 
city enjoyed moments of victory. Both sleepy 
frontier towns can credit their sudden growth to 
the arrival of railroads. Dallas historians would do  

addition and evolution of degree programs and 
academic initiatives are also highlighted in the 
book. The changing and reduced role of the 
Methodist Church at SMU is another major 
theme as is the impact of the changing social, cul-
tural, political, and economic milieu on SMU.  
 Student life and individual students aren’t 
given short shrift either, as Payne discusses stu-
dent attitudes, behaviors, and interests over the 
one hundred years. Famous alums, like football 
star Doak Walker and Hollywood producer Aar-
on Spelling, are discussed in some detail. Ath-
letics has been both a triumph and a trouble at 
SMU, and Payne is up for the task in covering 
them, giving treatment to SMU’s glory days (for 
example, the football team’s Rose Bowl appear-
ance in 1936) and to some of its darker moments 
(the 1987 NCAA death penalty sanction against 
the football program for flagrant recruiting viola-
tions, for instance). Much attention is also paid to 
the impressive growth of the university’s physi-
cal facilities over the years, as the school has fol-
lowed fairly closely President Hyer’s master plan 
developed at the institution’s inception. The suc-
cessful push for the George W. Bush Presidential 
Library is also covered in detail. 
 Payne was fortunate in having a wealth of 
primary sources available for his research, most 
of which are in SMU’s impressive DeGolyer Li-
brary. Some of the more important sources he 
used are minutes from SMU’s Board of Trust-
ees, university archives, student newspapers, 
oral history interviews, photographs, yearbooks, 
and faculty members’ papers. The extent of his 
research can be seen in the book’s thirty-eight 
pages of notes and bibliography. The book has a 
helpful index and is nicely illustrated. 
 One Hundred Years on the Hilltop is written in 
a lively style and is a must purchase for any SMU 
alum or for anyone interested in the evolution of 
higher education in Dallas or Texas (or the U.S. 
for that matter). Many people believe that insti-
tutional histories are boring and prosaic, but, as 
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economic contributor, and an attraction for busi-
nessmen. The Acre generated private profit, and 
supported city coffers. Representatives of the law 
negotiated the frequency and amounts of fines 
for madams and gambling operators, who other-
wise carried on their businesses unmolested. This 
system did not end until its economic advantages 
became less important than the blight the Acre 
placed on the city’s image and growth. It is a rare 
economic historian who would study this sector 
of the economy with the same zeal as transporta-
tion and commodities.
 The running contest between Fort Worth 
and Dallas drove both to success. Today, we may 
not understand the urgency of the early compe-
tition. We know that both cities followed sepa-
rate destinies, each developing different strengths. 
Rich lets the reader feel the drive and frustrations 
of frontier city boosters. The competition was 
very real to them, stressful, demanding, and hope-
ful. Any mistake could leave their city shrinking, 
fading, even ceasing to exist. Both Dallas and Fort 
Worth made it into the twentieth century as win-
ners. This book gives credit to the Fort Worth 
leaders who guided Cowtown to its future.
 —Evelyn Montgomery
 Dallas Heritage Village

well to remember that Fort Worth was actually a 
bigger rail center than Dallas, as well as the gate-
way to the western cattle country.
 This book is based on Rich’s doctoral dis-
sertation, which was heavily focused on his deep 
research into economic data. For publication, he 
removed some of the charts and replaced them 
with more human stories of Fort Worth’s strug-
gles. Though the stockyards were expected to 
rival those of Chicago, city boosters were con-
stantly thwarted in their efforts to attract other 
industries. The markers of a sophisticated cultural 
life seemed to never quite equal those of Dallas. 
Fort Worth occasionally pulled ahead in popula-
tion or national acclaim, but Dallas always retook 
the lead.
 Two perpetual problems beset the city dur-
ing this period, hygiene and vice. Rich’s telling of 
the constant failure of efforts to provide a reliable 
and clean water supply would be comical, if the 
problem had not been such a health hazard. What 
Fort Worth lacked in potable water, it more than 
made up for in booze, and prostitution. The red-
light district, Hell’s Half Acre, was conveniently 
located near downtown, offering all varieties of 
sin for sale. Repeatedly the citizens called for it to 
be shut down in the name of morality and safety. 
City officials considered the district to be a major 
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FOR HISTORY’S SAKE

PRESERVATION DALLAS
2922 Swiss Avenue   Dallas, TX 75204
Tel. 214.821.3290   Fax 214.821.3575    
www.preservationdallas.org

The Belmont Motor Hotel opened in 1947 on 
Fort Worth Avenue, then a bustling thoroughfare 
from Dallas to Fort Worth before Interstate 30. 
Designed by Charles Dilbeck in the “California” 
style, as he described it, the five-acre bluff site 
featured a two-story hotel, one-story cottages 
with attached garages, and a restaurant. In true 
Dilbeck fashion, the unique design included many 
wonderful details and whimsical features. By 
the 1990s the Belmont was run down; however, 
a 2004 rehabilitation brought it back to life. It 
reopened in 2006 with much of the quirkiness of 
the Dilbeck design intact, making it a unique place 
to stay. The outdoor covered bar is also a perfect 
place to enjoy a cocktail while taking in the view 
of downtown Dallas as it lights up at night. 

Belmont Hotel
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Dallas History Conference  
LLEGACIES

18th Annual 

18th Annual Legacies 
Dallas History Conference Sponsors* 
Dallas Center for Architecture
Dallas County Historical Commission
Dallas County Pioneer Association
Dallas Heritage Village at Old City Park
Dallas Historical Society
Dallas History & Archives Division, Dallas Public Library
Dallas Municipal Archives
DeGolyer Library at SMU
Old Red Museum of Dallas County History & Culture
Park Cities Historical and Preservation Society
Preservation Dallas
The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza
Texas State Historical Association
William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies at SMU
*As of September 30, 2016

Saturday, January 28, 2017
The Hall of State, Fair Park

Registration: 8:00 A.M.

Conference: 9:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.

Conference Presentations
Linda East, “Thomas Stell’s Ceramic Murals 
  for Texas Instruments”

Nancy McCoy, AIA, “Dallas and the Drive-In”

Mark Rice, “The Other Expo: The 1937 Greater Texas 
  and Pan American Exposition”

Carol Roark, “The Story of the Knights of Pythias Building”

Special Feature
“Conversation with a History Maker: Lindalyn Adams”   
  conducted by Gary N. Smith 

Morning refreshments will be included in the 
registration fee of $35. Patrons ($100) will be invited 
to a reception with the speakers on Thursday 
evening January 26. Registration forms will be 
mailed in December 2016. For more information, 
please contact Conference Coordinator Michael 
V. Hazel at 214-413-3665, or email: 
molsen@dallasheritagevillage.org.

Dallas Rediscovered
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CONTRIBUTORS

Sam Childers received a B.S. in history from Texas Woman’s University. His most recent 
article for Legacies, for which he is an editorial assistant, was “Exciting Times of Learning: 
Lady Bird Johnson’s Years at St. Mary’s College” for the fall 2012 issue. Formerly 
communications director for the Old Red Museum of Dallas County History & Culture, 
he is now a freelance historian and museum consultant. He serves on the boards of Dallas 
Heritage Village and the Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park as well as the Dallas 
Landmark Commission.

Walt Davis is the retired director of the Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum in Canyon 
and was, for twenty-five years, exhibits curator and assistant director for long range 
planning at the Dallas Museum of Natural History. While there he served as project 
manager for the Ramses the Great exhibit and served on the council for the Texas 
Association of Museums. Along with co-author and wife Isabel Davis, he published an 
account of their 4,000 mile long circumnavigation of Texas entitled Exploring the Edges of 
Texas through Texas A&M University Press. He earned a bachelor’s degree in zoology 
from the University of Texas and a master’s degree in wildlife science from Texas A&M. 

Frank Jackson received a B.A. in English from the University of Pennsylvania and an 
M.A. in Radio-TV-Film from Northwestern. Currently employed by the Turley Law 
Firm, he has written more than 250 articles for the Hardball Times web site and has also 
written several articles for the Texas Rangers program magazine. His article “Big Ado in 
Big D” was published in the fall 2007 issue of Legacies.

Evelyn Montgomery earned a Ph.D. in Historical Studies from UTD. She is the Director 
of Collections, Exhibits and Preservation at Dallas Heritage Village at Old City Park, 
where she has worked for fourteen years. Her most recent article for Legacies, for which 
she serves as book review editor, was “Neighborhood Heroes of the Cedars” for the spring 
2014 issue. Her research focuses on Victorians, pioneers, domestic life, and architectural 
history, as well as the history of Dallas. This article is based on a presentation at the 17th 
Annual Legacies Dallas History Conference last January. 

Book Reviewer

Gerald D. Saxon is an associate professor of history and former dean of libraries at the 
University of Texas at Arlington, where he teaches classes in Texas history, historical 
methods, oral history, and archival administration. He is currently working on a 
biography of Texas empresario Sterling Clack Robertson. 
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DallasTHEN                 NOW & 
 Colonel Alfred H. Belo was 
a twice-wounded Confederate 
war veteran who immigrated to 
Texas at the close of hostilities in 
1865. Settling in Galveston, Belo 
went to work for the Galveston 
Daily News as a bookkeeper. He 
had assumed ownership of the 
paper by 1881, and four years 
later he dispatched George 
Bannerman Dealey to Dallas to 
found The Dallas Morning News. 
Belo and his wife, Nettie, soon 
followed Dealey to Dallas.
 As Belo’s newspapers steadi-
ly prospered in the coming years, 
he commissioned architect Her-
bert M. Greene to build a stately family home at Ross Avenue and Pearl Street. The mansion 
was completed around 1900 and quickly became a city showplace. After Colonel Belo’s death in 
1901, his widow and other family members continued to occupy the home until 1922.
	 In	 1926,	George	 Loudermilk	 and	Will	 Sparkman	 undertook	 a	 fifty-year	 lease	 on	 the	 prop-

erty for use as a funeral home. The 
Sparkman Funeral Home remained 
a	Ross	Avenue	fixture	 for	five	de-
cades, famously receiving the bul-
let-riddled body of gangster Clyde 
Barrow for his 1934 funeral.
 In 1977 the Dallas Bar Associa-
tion bought the property from Hel-
en Belo Morrison, Colonel Belo’s 
granddaughter. After a $1 million 
restoration, the beautiful landmark 
opened in 1979 as the headquar-
ters of the Dallas Bar Association. 
Helen Belo Morrison was present 
for the grand opening.
—Mark Rice
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