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12 1-10 Through Texas: A Long, T Saly
Getting there is half the fun, so get to know your exit ramps! On the 880-mile journey

along Texas' stretch of Interstate 10, you'll find plenty of reasons to stop the car and explore.

BY DAMOND BENNINGFIELD, PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

20 Houston in the Pink
This time of year, gardens in Houston's ritzy River Oaks neighbor-

hood blaze with azaleas. And there's no better way to see the blush-

ing shrubs than on the River Oaks Garden Club's annual Azalea Trail.

Think pink! BY DIANE MOREY SITTON, PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

26 Welcome to Banderaland
"The Cowboy Capital of the World" presents visitors with a lot more than horseback riding and

chuck-wagon fare. River-running, Hill Country rambling, eclectic shopping, bistro dining, and

boot-scootin' are just a handful of the offerings in Bandera. BY ROB M c C O R K L E , PHOTOGRAPHS BY

J. GRIFFIS SMITH

32 Birding on the Banks of the Colorado River
Revel in the great outdoors at Bay City's new Matagorda County Birding Nature Center.

Wooded trails, six theme gardens, and a spectacular wildflower field provide ample opportunities

to view birds, butterflies, and nature's other wonders. BY GARY CLARK, PHOTOGRAPHS BY KATHY
ADAMS CLARK

38 Two-Steppin', Toe-Tappin' Western Swing
Its origins go back many decades, but Western Swing still resonates with contemporary musicians

and fans. This jazzy country genre is yet another popular ingredient in the melting pot we call

Texas music. STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RANDY MALLORY

46 I'll Tell You a Story!
Texans love a well-told tale, and tales aplenty are on tap this month at the Texas Storytelling Festi-

val in Denton. The lively celebration offers excellent entertainment for listeners of all ages, as does

the George West Storyfest in November. BY DEE JACQUES MOYNIHAN, PHOTOGRAPHS BY REID HORN

52 A Joyful Noise
The swelling sounds of unusual harmonies fill the air as shape note singers gather in tiny

McMahan and other Texas towns. In some families, this tradition, also called Sacred Harp,
goes back 100 years and more. BY KATHRYN EASTBURN, PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHUCK WEST

Western Swing, page 38
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The crystal-clear waters of
the Medina River offer idyllic
conditions for canoeing in
Bandera City Park, a 77-acre
retreat in one of the Hill Coun-
try's most picturesque towns.
To learn more about Bandera's
charms, turn to page 26. Photo
by J. Griffis Smith



From the Editor's desk

0 ur yearlong music series continues thismonth with Randy Mallory's tribute to

Western Swing, which Randy calls one of the

most "Texas" of the state's musical styles.

Randy ought to know-like many Texans, he

has been listening to it all his life.

In fact, Randy's dad, Tom Mallory of Tyler,
is a lifelong Western Swing musician. As a

young Western Swing rhythm guitarist and

lead singer, Tom and his band promoted their

shows by playing a live local radio show on

KTBB in the early 1950s, along with another

Tyler native, Johnny Gimble, who remains a

Western Swing fiddling legend. Tom even

fronted a show once that included an up-and-

comer named Elvis Presley.

"As you can see, Western Swing has been a

part of my life all along," Randy says. "Dad

still has a swing band, the Western Swingers,

that plays frequently in the Tyler area."...

In another music story, writer Kathryn

Eastburn describes the tradition known as

Sacred Harp or shape note singing. Myra

Smith Palmer (photos of her are on pages 53

and 56) and her sister, Myrl Smith Jones (also

in the photo on page 56), had four brothers,

and, says Myra, "Papa had seven brothers,

and they all had a lot of children." The Smith

family of Garden Valley, as everyone knew

them back then, all sang Sacred Harp.

Myra, who is 87 (Myrl is 83), says she has

been singing "since I was born." One time, a

friend asked her father, "Who taught her to

sing?" Her father said, "She just learned by

listening." Myra lives in the Garden Valley

house where she was born.

If you're intrigued by the Sacred Harp

story, you may be interested in a show of

black-and-white images by Lisa Hardaway at

the Live Oak Art Center, 1014 Milam, in

Columbus, from March 20-May 15. Some of

the work initially supported Lisa's Rice Uni-

Randy Mallory, who wrote our story on Western
Swing, stands between his dad, Tom Mallory, and
fiddler Buddy Brady, both of whom played a Western
Swing show last fall at the East Texas State Fair-
grounds in Tyler. Tom still sings and plays an old
Gibson electric guitar with his Western Swingers band
in Tyler. Buddy plays in the house band at the Mes-
quite Rodeo and runs a fiddle shop in Mesquite.

versity master's thesis, "Sacred Harp Tradi-

tions in Texas" (1989). Lisa subsequently

added more photographs as she continued to

document the tradition statewide. For more

information, call the Live Oak Art Center at

979/732-8398....

Elsewhere in this issue, you can discover

your inner cowpoke in the Hill Country burg

of Bandera, explore the hidden marvels along

miles and miles of Interstate 10, take in the

visual feast on Houston's azalea trail, savor

nature' wonders at the Matagorda County

Birding Nature Center, and hearken to some

tall Texas tales at the state's storytelling fests.

Listen, and you'll hear the springtime

sounds of Texas music, tales, and birdsong.

Good vibrations are all around. And while

you lend an ear, enjoy the sights and sites as

you travel the Lone Star State.

UFro nL
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Talk to TH

THE EARLY SHOWS

I enjoyed Gene Fowler's article on the early
days of TV [January]. I remember a couple

of early-morning kid shows I watched around
1965, starring Mr. Peppermint [Jerry Haynes]
and Icky Twerp [Bill Camfield]. They were
broadcast live out of Dallas and Fort Worth.

I have very fond memories of Icky Twerp. He
would act crazy for a little while, then show old
Three Stooges movies. I always credited Mr.
Twerp with my repeating the first grade.

CLEVE DOWNARD
Graham

FINE WEATHER FRIEND

W hen I opened my January issue and saw
the title "World's Greatest Weatherman"

in Speaking of Texas, I immediately knew who
it was. I am one of those North Texans who
grew up with Harold Taft, and I still miss him.
As a child, I was terrified of storms, but I
learned to trust Harold's comments and fore-
casts. He gave me a sense of security by ex-
plaining weather conditions and then giving his
opinion on how serious the situation might be.

Most of the time, he was right on target.
And when Harold used the term "Mercy!" in
his commentary, you knew the weather was
probably going to be rough. I admired him
because he drew his own maps and included
isobars on them. He was a real meteorologist,
not just a "weatherman."

In January's introduction to our yearlong music
series, we gave the wrong year and location in
Houston for this photo of Stevie Ray Vaughan. He
was playing at Sam Houston Coliseum in 1987.

I have learned to accept all the glitzy com-
puterized effects and multiple radar images of
today's weathercasts, but sometimes I just
wish Harold would come back and give us a
simple, but very accurate forecast. I suspect
that Harold is still involved with the weather,
but from a more elevated position.

MELINDA LUDWIG
Ennis

LONE STAR SPIRIT
am an AH-64D Longbow Apache attack
pilot assigned to 1-101st Airborne Division

(Air Assault) at Qayyarah West Airfield in Iraq.
I have been deployed here since July '03 and
am due back in the states in February '04. My
uncle keeps me abreast of current events in
the states, and my packages from him are not
complete without a current issue of TH. I grew
up in Orange reading TH, and now that I live in
Tennessee, I will be a regular subscriber. My

Up ahead, historic monuments and battlefields are a reminder of Texas' struggle for independence

and its nine formative years as a sovereign republic. Off to the side, ghosts of Texas heroes like
Davy Crockett and Sam Houston linger. So get in the car. Get on the trail. And take a look around

--- you can see your history from here.f d''w

For free driving maps of the Independence Trail or any other Texas Heritage Trails, call 512-463-6254 or visit www.thc state tx us/travel.

TEXAS
HISTORICAL

COMMISSION
c" /or"Ik''ri'Prx ""l""

March 2004 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 3

1



Discover excitement. W r you are ning a major meeting
or a weekend getaway, Nassau Bay offers the perfect combination of relaxation
and truly unique activities.

We are your gateway to: Space Center Houston/NASA, World-renowned fishing,
Ballunar Liftoff Festival, Clear Lake water sports, Wings Over Houston Airshow,
Armand Bayou Nature Center, The Arts Alliance Center at Clear Lake ant just
a short distance from: Galveston Beaches, Gulf Greyhound Park,
Baybrook Mall, Kemah Restaurants & Boardwalk

' ntcrcoflaintMi ''
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Nassau Bay

You Will Just Love Kerrville!

4
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Fresh air. Clear skies. Working ranch tours. Space to
do as little or as much as you choose.

And Kerrville is an ideal base from which to explore
the treasures of the Texas hill country.

Call today for a Visitor's Guide, and discover the
magic of wide, open possibilities. 800-221-7958

KERRVILLE

Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau * www.kerrvilletexas.cc

fellow Texans here stand in line to read it.
Thanks for keeping the spirit of Texas alive in
me during this time away from home!

DAVID PEVETO
CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 2 (CW2)

UNITED STATES ARMY

QAYYARAH WEST AIRFIELD

Iraq

Ed. Note: David, we hope you are enjoying this
issue of TH from the comfort of home!

WILLIE BE LOVED?
You must have had very little to select from

in January to run [a cover photo and an
article that included] Willie Nelson. I always
thought your magazine's purpose was to spread
the word about the beautiful state of Texas, its
mountains, flowers, cities, etc. I have been sub-
scribing since the magazine's inception, and I
am bewildered why you'd feature this individual.

Do me a favor, just cancel my subscription, and
publish this letter if you have the guts to do so.

JAMES A. MURPHY
Kerrville

have been a fan of Willie Nelson's forever,
and I love the Texas Hill Country that he calls

home.

URSULA JOURDAN
Arizona City, Arizona

CASSEROLE CLUES
I n "Food That Feels Good" [January], you say

no one knows the origin of King Ranch
Casserole. The story I heard in the mid-1970s
came from the late Ann Hernandez, who man-
aged a luncheon shop in Ragland's Department
Store in Kingsville. Although it wasn't Ann's
recipe, she claimed to have been the first to
serve the dish to the public. Ann said one of
her employees, the wife of a King Ranch ranch
hand, brought the recipe to her, and she added
it to the menu. The recipe gained immediate
acceptance and eventually spread.

Ann just related this one day in casual con-
versation. I doubt if the story is verifiable, but it
sounded reasonable then, as Ann had nothing
to gain bytelling it.

WALLIS DAVIS
San Antonio

was first served King Ranch Casserole in
California in 1990. My hostess gave me the

recipe, and it became a family favorite for spe-
cial occasions. Perhaps the name originated
from out of the blue, but my money is on the

4 TEXAS HIGHWAYS March 2004



woman who was the cook at the King Ranch
back in the late '80s or early '90s.

DOLORES MOOK
Seguin

Ed. Note: To verify our claim, we called the King
Ranch and talked to Martin Clement, who man-
ages the Main House. He says that although
the dish is sometimes served in the dining
room, the recipe didn't originate with the ranch.
"We've tried for years to nail down the origin of
that recipe," he said, "but we've never been able
to. You can be sure that if we had invented it, it
would promote beef or game, not chicken."

KEEPING HISTORY AFLOAT

T hank you for profiling the National Museum
of the Pacific War (November 2003). The

Defenders of America Naval Museum, a non-
profit, all-volunteer organization, helped to res-
tore PT-309, which is displayed at the museum.

We have acquired and own three other boats
that need restoring and preserving for future
generations: PT-305, circa 1944; LCP(L), circa
1944; and PBR, circa 1968. We need help in
the form of cash donations, contributions of
nlIdtelidls and Supplics, and volunteers and
members. Once the boats are restored, we plan
to display them in the water in Kemah as liv-
ing-history museums.

Readers interested in our organization can
write to us at Box 36, Kemah 77565, or visit
our Web site: www.defendersofamerica.org.

MARY SHAW

DOANM SECRETARY

Kemah

TOWER OF LIGHT

R egarding Howard Peacock's "Just Passing
Through" on San Antonio's Tower Life

Building [December 2003]: The article seems
to imply that the building was colloquially
referred to as the "Smith-Young Tower" from its
construction in 1929 until it was renamed
"Tower Life" in 1961. I'm pretty sure that the
colloquial name for the building during this
period-and indeed until it was acquired by
Tower Life Insurance Company-was the "Transit
Tower." My understanding of the reason fur this
name is that it served as the headquarters for
what was then the San Antonio Transit System.
Everybody I knew called it the Iransit Tower; the
renaming was not readily accepted for some
years.

CHUCK STEVENS

Anaheim, California

BIG BEND CHAMPION

was dismayed to read of the death of Dave
. Alloway in the December issue. We toured
Big Bend Ranch State Park with him some 10
years ago. For 12 hours, he never stopped talk-
ing, and every word was very interesting. His
knowledge of the history and geology of the area
was mind-boggling, and he made it fascinating.
His death is truly a great loss to the education-
al community, and surely so to his family.

JOE AND CAROLYN PESCHKA

Vidor

Ed. Note: We, too, will miss Dave and his amaz-
ing wealth of knowledge. His book Desert Sur-
vival Skills is available from the University of
Texas Press (800/252-3206).

If you would like to write to Texas Highways, the editors
would enjoy hearing from you. Though we are unable
to print every letter, we just might select yours to appear
in the magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism.
We reserve the right to edit letters. Write to Talk to TH,
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009, or
fax 512/486-5879. Email: letters@texashighways.com.
Web site: www.texashighways.com.

We'll see you there.
CHOICE HOTELS INTERN NATIONAL+

Earn nights or
flights with

Choice Prwil eges®
and EA$Y CHOICE"

There's a lot to see in

the great state of Texas.

That's why with more

than 200 participating

Chuice Iltel across the

Lone Star State, you'll

have everything you

need to experience our

unique culture. Plus,

you'll earn nights or

flights with our

Choice Privileges*

and EA$Y CHOICE',

rewards programs. Call

today and ask for the

Texas Highways Rate or

book online to save"

866.228.5160
Ask for the

Texas Highway Rate
or visit

choicetexas.com
Promotion code: seetexas
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For the Road This month's top picks and places, plus art, books, and more

FOR THE LOVE
OF CHOCOLATE

Valentine's Day, the Hous-
ton Museum of Natural Sci-
ence kicked off a fully bilin-

gual exhibition guaranteed to make
chocolate-lovers swoon. On view
through May 9, Chocolate: The Exhi-
bition features an in-depth look at
chocolate and its intriguing history.
You'll learn about the cacao tree and
its rainforest environment, chocolate
in the Mayan and Aztec cultures, how
chocolate arrived in Europe, how tech-
nology changed it from a luxury to a
mass-produced commodity, and how
chocolate is grown, processed, ad-
vertised, and traded today. Artifacts
on display include pre-Columbian
ceramics, European silver and porce-
lain chocolate services, 19th- and
20th-Century cocoa tins and adver-
tising, antique and contemporary can-
dy molds, botanical specimens, and

COURTESY THE FIELD MUSEUM CHICAGO

viVA1

Kettles of cacao beans await their transformation into chocolate. Leari
about this divine foodstuff and its role in world history at the Houston
Museum of Natural Science through May 9.

agricultural tools. Call 713/639-4629;
www.hmns.org.

DOCTORS' ORDERS
olorful Palo Duro Canyon, the
American Quarter Horse Heritage
Center & Museum, and Cadillac

Ranch might spring to mind when you
think of Panhandle tourist attractions. But
what you might not know is that Amaril-
lo is home to the only site in Texas that
focuses on the history of pharmacy in
America-the Texas Pharmacy Museum.

The main gallery's ornate shelves and
display cases, which were constructed in
England for a Baltimore apothecary in
1898, are stocked with weathered jars
of original patent medicines like calamine,
caffeine, and various sulfates and oxides;
boxes of pungent herbal remedies such
as cramp-bark, deer tongue, and skunk
cabbage root; and such long-discontin-
ued merchandise as Rocky Mountain Tea
Laxative and Dr. Guild's Green Mountain

Come experience the
Fort Bend Wine &
Food Affair, a first

of its kind in the
Greater Houston
area. During this

FO four-day festival you
will enjoy cooking

demonstrations,

culinary presentations, gourmet

dinners and luncheons, wine
seminars, vintner dinners, an

afternoon stroll of fine wine, art

and food, a Riedel glass seminar,
celebrity chef book signings,

a gourmet farmers market,
a formal grand tasting and

bubbles and brunch.

GET UNCORKED!

Red Poppy Festival
'n Honor our 'Vets!

pri/ 24 & 25, 2004
reevening Discover the charm of

co"ce satug historic Georgetown by

Bel1amy joining us for our
Brothers annual Red Poppy

Festival, Corvette
Show and Free Concert.

Enjoy viewing acres of
beautiful historic Flander's Field

Poppies while participating in a variety
of activities including arts

& crafts, food and
entertainment.

1-800-436-8696 'x
cmiller@georgetowntx.org

Red~. _FNf
JFesival( / LB.o Sr

Wf {exas y
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Asthmatic Cigarettes. The museum also show-
cases an extensive collection of products for
women, some dating to the Civil War. These
include face powders, soaps, and specialized
products like Sweet Georgia Brown's Magic Pink
Lovin' Cream.

Also on display: an authentic Old West "sick
room;" where patients waited with the local phar-
macist until the frontier doctor swung back
through town.The dimly lit room is furnished with
a small iron-frame bed, white enamel wash
basins, and a leather medical bag. A small oak
desk holds several dog-eared medical reference
books, medical catalogs, and bibles.

Billy Walker, a retired pharmaceutical compa-
ny representative from San Antonio, started the
museum in 1997 with his own collection of phar-
macy memorabilia. To date, the museum has col-
lected approximately 10,000 items from donors
in Texas, California, and Pennsylvania.

Tucked away in the basement of the Texas Tech
School of Pharmacy building, the museum offers
free tours by appointment. Call Dr. Paul Katz at
806/356-4000, ext. 268. -MARK HENDRICKS

PLANTS FOR LIFE
ince 1953, the Marbridge Foundation,
just south of Austin in Manchaca, has
provided residential care, education, and

training to adults with cognitive challenges and
developmental disabilities. One of Marbridge's
best-kept secrets, the Marbridge Garden Center,
hosts its 2nd Annual Old Time Planters Festival
on March 27-28, casting a spotlight on the cen-
ter's important mission while providing plant-
lovers with an unparalleled opportunity to learn
about Central Texas horticulture.

Year round, the center's lush greenhouses offer
a wide assortment of garden products for sale,
from Texas native plants to tropical perennials,
more than 60 percent of which are grown on the
premises by horticulture staff and residents.
There's even more reason to visit during the fes-
tival: Along with a variety of farm-themed demon-
strations, the event showcases live music (blue-
grass, gospel, folk, and country), plus square-
dancing teams and other performers. You can vis-
it with experts ranging from urban chicken-rais-
ers to certified Master Gardeners, and you'll find
great deals on trees, native plants, roses, annu-
als, perennials, vegetables, and herbs, as well as
accessories like decorative planters, wind chimes,
bird feeders, and high-quality garden tools. Ad-
mission is free.

The Marbridge Garden Center is off of FM 1626,
at 2310 Bliss Spillar Rd. in Manchaca. Call
512/282-1144; www.marbridge.org.

RANGE DAMES
ascinated with cowgirls since he was old
enough to watch his second cousin Roy
Rogers wow crowds at the rodeo, native

Texan Bob Wade has won three NEA fellowships
and has exhibited his large-scale paintings at
museums ranging from the Whitney Museum in
New York to the Musee National d'Art Moderne
in Paris, France. Bob's mural-size tribute to Dale
Evans, Dale, hangs at
Fort Worth's National
Cowgirl Museum and
Hall of Fame, but
thanks to the artist's
new book, Cowgirls,
you can now peruse
his hand-tinted ver-
sions of vintage
cowgirl photographs
from an easy chair
(or saddle, be that
as it may) in your
own home. A deli-
cious trifle of a book, Cowgirls presents 22
images of these courageous and glamorous
trailblazers, from diamond-toothed Kitty Canutt
(legend says she pawned the gem on occasion)

I

to New Mexico's cussin' queen Fern Sawyer,
who reveled in beating her male counterparts
in 1930s-era cutting-horse competitions. Find
the book ($7.95) in stores, or order by calling
800/748-5439; www.gibbs-smith.com.

IT'LL MOVE YOU
nvigorated by his 1982 visit to the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., for-
mer helicopter gunner John Devitt returned

to his home in California and,
with the help of other veterans
and many friends, set out to
build a half-scale, movable repli-
ca. The Moving Wall was first dis-
played in 1984 at the Tyler Rose
Festival and has since toured
more than 400 cities. From March
27-April 1, the Moving Wall visits
Big Spring, where a 1987 ap-
pearance inspired the beginnings
of the town's permanent Big Spring
Vietnam Memorial. From April 5-
11, the Moving Wall appears at the

Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park in
Johnson City. Special events in Johnson City will
include guest lectures, book signings, and mili-

37,000 BIRDS
96,000 ACRES

(WEAR A HAT.)

Bird watchers of the world rejoice!
You've come to the right place. Texas is
known around the world as possibly the

best site for viewing many different
species of birds. And Beaumont is the

heart of that experience.
We are located in Southeast Texas near

the Gulf Coast. So bring your binoculars,
your interest and of course, a hat!

For more information about Beaumont,
special hotel packages, and the
exciting things we have to offer,

call 1-800-392-4401 or visit
www.beaumontcvb.com.
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tary band concerts. Go to www.themovingwall.org,
or call 432/267-7828, www.bigspringvietnam
memorial.org (Big Spring); and 830/868-7128,
ext. 244, www.nps.gov/lyjo (Johnson City).

THE KING OF COMEDY
he LBJ Library and Museum in Austin
showcases the remarkable life of Bob "Mr.
Entertainment" Hope (1903-2003) during

Bob Hope: American Patriot, on view March 6
through April 25. Focusing on the comedian's
dedication to entertaining U.S. troops, the exhi-
bition features hundreds of photos from USO per-
formances during World War II and in Korea, Viet-
nam, and the Persian Gulf. Programs and scripts
from Hope's popular television and radio shows
are here, too, along with numerous awards and
medals given by President Reagan and other
commanders-in-chief. Free admission. Call
512/721-0200; www.lbjlib.utexas.edu.

GONE TO THE DOGS
hen the dogwood, azalea, and redbud
trees bloom in East Texas, residents
and visitors alike know that spring has

sprung. On March 19-21 and 26-28, and on
April 2-4, Palestine brings together glorious spring
flowers with local culture and history during the
66th Annual Dogwood Trails Celebration. In
the hopper for this year: Palestine-to-Rusk (and
vice versa) dogwood-viewing excursions on the
Texas State Railroad, parades, tours of histori-
cal homes, juried art exhibitions, barbecue
cookoffs, live music of many persuasions, dinner
theater, games, and flower shows. Call 903/723-
3014; www.visitpalestine.com.

WATCHING THE DETECTIVES
hrough May 31, the Fort Worth Museum
of Science and History presents Whodunit?
The Science of Solving Crime, an interac-

tive exhibit that explores the methods and tech-
nologies used to solve crimes, including DNA
profiling, fingerprinting, firearm identification,
forensic anthropology, pathology, entomology,
odontology, and collection of evidence. Here's
your chance to play super-sleuth: Visitors en-
countering a crime scene in the "Memory Diner"
will be given the chance to collect and analyze
data to deduce the innocence or guilt of a cast
of suspects. Along with activities for kids, the ex-
hibit also features profiles of real forensic pro-
fessionals and case studies of historic crimes.
Move over, CSI team!

Also at the museum beginning March 27, vis-
itors can participate in free monthly Star Parties,
held in the north parking lot, weather permitting.
Thanks to folks from the Noble Planetarium and
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Kate Breakey's Redwinged Blackbird. You can view the
artist's hand-colored photog-aphs at the Art Museum c
Southeast Texas in Beaumort March 13-May 23.

the Fort Worth Astronomical Society, visitors can
search the skies for the moons of Jupiter, daz-
zling star clusters, the rings of Saturn, and other
celestial wonders. Call 817/255-9300; www.
fortworthmuseum.org.

WALK, DON'T RUN
or hiking and strolling aficionados, two
new books-60 Hikes within 60 Miles: San
Antonio & Austin by Tom Taylor and John-

ny Molloy (Menasha Ridge Press) and Walking
Hill Country Towns by Diane Capito (Maverick
Publishing Co.)-provide new reason to lace up
those walking shoes.

For urban dwellers wanting to escape the pave-
ment and hit the trails, 60 Hikes within 60 Miles
($15.95 paperback) delivers the scoop
on 60 Central Texas
destinations that of-
fer peaceful Texas 1

scenery, challenging
and easy terrain for
exploring, and wildlife
galore. Whether you're
out for a workout or sim-
ply an easy amble, this
book won't lead you
astray: "Key at-a-glance"
information boxes for eacn
trek detail its length ard
duration, difficulty, scenery,
visitation, and available fa-
cilities and maps. Find +he book at
stores, or order by calling 800/243-
0495; www.menasharidge.com.

A tad less user-friendly than the afore-
mentioned guide, but dense with informa-
tion about architecture and history, Walk-
ing Hill Country Towns ($14.95 paperback)
could also be used to plan driving tours.
On some 30 meticulously planned itiner-
aries, you'll learn about each town's his-
toric edifices (homes, storefronts, church-
es, saloons, dance halls, and more), cap-
tivating cemeteries, and intriguing folklore.
Find the book at stores, or order by calling
800/431-1579; www.maverickpub.com.

A CIRCLE, A CYCLE
rtist Kate Breakey takes an un-
orthodox look at the cycle of life
and death in her haunting photog-

raphy exhibition Small Deaths, which ap-
pears March 13-May 23 at the Art Muse-

if um of Southeast Texas in Beaumont. A for-
mer scientific photographer and illustrator,
Kate was trying to rescue an injured bird

in 1995 when it died in her hand. Struck by the
grace by which the bird passed from this realm to
the next, Kate photographed it, and thus began
an elegiac series of hand-tinted images of birds,
insects, reptiles, and flowers. "I realized;' Kate
said of the bird, "that I couldn't help the cir-
cumstances of its death, but I could memorialize
it in a photograph." Small Deaths is on loan from
the Wittliff Gallery of Southwestern & Mexican
Photography in San Marcos. Admission is free.
Call 409/832-3432; www.amset.org.

OH, FLY A KITE
since the first Zilker Park Kite Festival in
Austin in 1929, technology has changed,
well ... not much. And that's the beauty of

kite-flying: At its most basic, it's just you, a
long string, and a delicate bit of whimsy aloft
in the wind. On March 7, try your hand at
this timeless stress-busting hobby at the
76th Annual Zilker Park Kite Festival. Events

include demonstrations by the
professional sport-
kite team The End of

the Line, multiple-kite
ballets, a 50-yard kite-

flying dash for kids, and
homemade-kite compe-

titions in categories rang-
ing from steadiest and

- highest to most unusual.
-, At 5 p.m., everyone with a

string and something to
catch the wind can partici-
pate in a glorious mass

0

There's alwa's something to celebrate in

Denton. From our unique family festivals to

fairs, championship rodeos and world-class

music and dance performances - there's

entertainment arour d every corner. Celebrate

our tradition of performing arts at

the 19th Annual Texas Storytelling

Festival, the largest of its kind in

., the Southwest, with concerts,

ctivities and workshops

-or children and

-grownups alike.

Denton...historic

Courthouse Square,

nique -C hos
antique stores,

restaurants, galleries,

museums.. and all that

jaz7. Accommodations are

plentiful, just 30 minutes

north of Dallas and Fort
Worth. Let us help you

discover Denton!

sTexas

Storytelling
Festival

March 25-28, 2004
tejasstorytelling.com

(940) 387-8336

.coNCrde1nton.coi
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ascent. Through concessions sales, the festival
raises money for local kids in crisis (admission
is free). Rain date: March 14. Call 512/647-
7488; www.zilkerkitefestival.com.

YIN/YANG
- hrough May 22, the Austin Children's Mu-

seum uses music to introduce visitors to
the culture and history of Korea. The inter-

active exhibition Song of Korea, which debuted
at the museum in January and will tour the na-
tion through 2007, includes opportunities for kids
to learn about Korean traditions and modern life;

view (and touch) items found in typical Korean
homes; discover the meaning of the South Ko-
rean flag; and even learn to play a simple rhythm
on a changgu drum. Call 512/472-2499;
www.austinkids.org.

CELTIC PRIDE
f you're interested in Celtic culture and can't
make it across the briny for a visit, Texas in
March is the next best thing. From March 5-

7 at Fair Park in Dallas, the 22nd Annual North
Texas Irish Festival celebrates the connection be-
tween Irish and Scottish music, ancestry, and cul-

ex s Hill Coantri River Region

Cancan*"Garner S te Park" Reagan Wells

Out Here, the Great Outdoors is Greater.

r 1

Folks who love the outdoors have a special
heart for Fredericksburg. It's easy to see w
country roads painted with wildflowers to s
spots for fly-fishing, biking, birding or hiking
beauty. For a great time, come see for you

1-866-9
[RPDFRICI-edRI IRC1

al place in their
ihy. From quaint
cenic Hill Country
g, we're a natural
rself.

97-3600
sburg-texas.com

ture. Check out appearances by modern Celtic
bands from Europe, Canada, and the United
States, as well as exhibitors, workshops, and a
tribute to Celtic women. Call 972/943-4624;
www.ntif.org.

In Midland from March 26-28, the 2nd Annu-
al Celtic Heritage Festival and Gathering of the
Clans includes such attractions as Celtic dog pa-
rades and obedience trials, sheepdog demon-
strations, performances by Scottish and Irish
dancers and musicians, genealogy workshops,
and an introduction to Highland Games, the lat-
ter hosted by world-recordholder Russ Murphy.
You can also take a lesson in playing the fiddle,
tin whistle, or bagpipes, enjoy plenty of Irish/
Scottish/Welsh food and drink, and buy all
sorts of Celtic wares ranging from Irish linens
and clan crests to Celtic figurines. Call 432/697-
1697; www.chspb.org.

MUSEUMS ON THE LINE
n observance of Women's History Month
(March), the Museum of Regional History in
Texarkana hosts the exhibit Women of the

Red Cross March 2- May 29. Consisting of re-
gional photographs and early medical supplies,
the show traces the Red Cross' history since its
beginnings in 1863. Also at the museum through
May 29, a show called Pop Goes the Culture ex-
amines the influence of radio and television in
the 1950s, '60s, and '70s. On display will be
games, movies, clothing, and decorative items
reflecting trends of the period. The Museum of
Regional History, together with the Ace of Clubs
House and Discovery Place Children's Museum,
make up the Texarkana Museums System. Call
903/793-4831; www.texarkanamuseums.org.

HILL COUNTRY MEANDERS
n March 6, you can celebrate Texas Inde-
pendence Day (which falls on March 2)
at the world-famous Luckenbach Dance

Hall in Luckenbach. Along with live music, the
Independence Celebration features a flag
ceremony, food and drink, games, and other en-
tertainment. Down the road apiece in Freder-
icksburg, springtime fun continues at the Pioneer
Museum. From March 15-20 here, reenactors
interpret pioneer history during Spring Break at
the Pioneer Museum, and on March 20, live
gospel music takes the stage during the first
springtime installment of the popular American
Music Series, which throughout the year presents
bluegrass, folk, jazz, zydeco, and more. Call
888/997-3600; www.fredericksburg-texas.com.
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History, folklore, and fascinating facts about Texas and Texans

Depression ExpressionMore than 60 years ago, Nocona, Texas, was the starting point for

what was advertised as the world's longest horse race. The event,

promoted as an escape from the doldrums of the Great Depression,

was the brainchild of Enid Justin, founder of the Nocona Boot Company. When

w

CD
3

w

0

In March 1939, Shannon Davidson (photo at right) of Matador County
won a 2,000-mile Texas-to-California horse race, dreamed up by Enid
Justin, founder of the Nocona Boot Company (start of the race in Nocona
shown above). Davidson won cash and a screen test, which led to bit
roles in several western movies, including Gene Autry's Colorado Sunset.

Amon Carter, publisher of the Fort

Worth Star-Telegram, fired the starting

gun on March 1, 1939, 16 riders gal-
loped off on a staggering 2,000-mile
westward trek.

The grueling event was modeled loose-
ly on the legendary Pony Express mail
operation, which ran from St. Joseph,
Missouri, to Sacramento, California, for
a brief spell in the early 1860s. That
route also covered about 2,000 miles, but
in those days, fresh riders took over every
100 miles or so. In Enid Justin's race, the
riders were expected to go the whole dis-
tance, alternating between two horses
every 25 miles. At "Pony Express" sta-
tions along the route, crews waited with

the rested horses.
As an entry fee, each contestant had

to buy $25 worth of Pony Express com-
memorative stamps, which the horse-

men carried in bags like those used by

the original Pony Express riders. The
bags also held programs, postcards, and

other souvenir

items to sell

along the way
to help defray

expenses. -

The race route went through El Paso,
across lower New Mexico, Arizona,
and California, then north through Los
Angeles. It ended in Oakland, near the
site of the Golden Gate International Ex-

position, on manmade Treasure Island

in San Francisco Bay.
Texan Shannon Davidson of Motley

County took a comfortable lead when
his nearest competitor, Chris Uselton, a
hometown favorite from Nocona, had
to withdraw after his horse was struck
by a car in Ventura, California. Twenty-
three days after Carter fired the starting
pistol, Davidson and his horse ambled
across the finish line, earning the rider
two prizes: 750 shiny silver dollars, fresh
from the San Francisco mint, and a

screen test. Davidson passed the test and

- -
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won a few bit roles, one of them in a

Gene Autry movie.
-Matt Peeler, Dallas

Angel of Goliad
escribed as a "high-bred beau-

ty" and known as Panchita, the
Angel of Goliad was a compas-

sionate Mexican woman who appeared
in Texas in 1836. Her birthplace, sur-
name, and the location of her grave
remain unknown, yet she is heralded
as a heroine of the Texas Revolution
whose humanitarian efforts saved more
than one Texian from execution.

Panchita (also referred to as Francita
and Francisca) was perhaps the com-
mon-law wife of Captain Telesforo
Alavez, a Mexican-army officer in

charge of occupation forces in the Vic-
toria area. Accompanied by Panchita,
Alavez reported to Copano Bay, near
today's Rockport, to take charge of Tex-
ian prisoners of war headed for incarcer-
ation in Goliad. Panchita shamed the
men's captors into loosening the soldiers'
tightly bound wrist straps and giving
them food and water before the march
to Goliad began. Because of her further
efforts at Goliad, a number of men were

spared the fate of those executed in what
became known as the Goliad Massacre.
Among others who wrote about her, two
doctors who survived, Joseph Barnard

and Jack Shackelford, singled out Pan-
chita in their reminiscences as a woman

of great kindness.
After the Texians' victory at San Jacinto,

Panchita and Alavez returned to Mexico.
When Alavez abandoned her in Mexico
City, Panchita came north to Matamoros.

Panchita apparently bore at least one
child by Alavez, a son named Matias. In
the 1880s, Captain Richard King, said
to have known Panchita's story, hired
Matias to work on the King Ranch
and gave his family lodging and food.
According to a King Ranch school-
teacher, Panchita lived into her nineties
on the ranch and is buried there in an

unmarked grave.

-Dee Jacques Moynihan, San Antonio
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lights are off inside Simon

Bros. Mercantile in Roose-

velt, a tiny burg on the North

. [ a Llano River at the western
edge of the Hill Country. While electricians

repair power lines outside of town, the

store's refrigerated cases are quiet for a few

minutes, and its gas pumps shut down. Yet

a steady flow of customers trickles through

the wide-open screen door on this sunny

afternoon. Locals chuckle over snapshots

of a recently dispatched rattlesnake, while

travelers from nearby Interstate 10 look for

soft drinks and restrooms-the only ones

available from the 57-mile drive between

Junction and Sonora.

BY DAMOND BENNINGFIELD PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

Wanda Simon, whose family owns the

century-old store, jokes that it's "the mini-

mall of Roosevelt," as it offers everything

from mohair socks to animal feed to

minor car repairs. Travelers can even

have lunch here-the Back Door Cafe

serves up juicy hamburgers, ribeyes, and

chicken dinners, all made fresh on the

premises. "The Mercantile is a gathering

spot for the community," says Wanda.

"And there's a lot to look at. We have peo-

ple come in to get something to drink and

wind up staying three hours."

Most I-10 travelers don't tarry that long,

though, as they want to go, go, go, not

stop. The whole point of the longest

stretch of interstate highway in any

U.S. state-880 bone-wearying, bottom-

numbing miles from Orange to Anthony-

is moving people east and west in a hurry.

Like an airliner or a Greyhound bus, it's

simply a vehicle for getting from point A to

point B. Few travelers think of any place

along 1-10 as a destination on its own.

Even so, the highway offers plenty of

worthwhile stopping points, from Mex-

ican restaurants to pecan-covered town

squares and more. With a little plan-

12 TEXAS HIGHWAYS March 2004
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ning, patience, and observation, these
diversions can ease the tedium and refresh
those weary bones.Enters East Texas at Orange

after crossing the Sabine RiverI" from Louisiana. The Texas ter-
rain here looks identical to that

of its neighbor state: lush, green, and wet.
The Texas Travel Information Center just

inside the state line offers a good look at the
verdant landscape from a 650-foot-long
boardwalk built over Blue Elbow Swamp.

The swamp is being restored to its original
condition after more than a century of
intense logging. Moss-draped cypress trees,
reeds, and flowers spring from the shallow
water, and displays along the boardwalk
describe birds, snakes, and other inhabitants.

About a mile up the road from the infor-
mation center, adventurous travelers can
get close to those inhabitants on airboat
rides offered by Super Gator Airboat Tours,
which offers excursions into the bayous
and swamplands of the Sabine. Others lose
the adventure but get closer still by digging

into a buffet of crawfish, frog legs, crab,
and shrimp at a funky, family-owned
restaurant called Cajun Cookery, on the
northern edge of town.

Dense forests along both sides of the
highway hide most of Orange, including
its port and its chemical plants, from view.
But the industrial nature of Southeast Texas
is impossible to miss as I-10 enters
Beaumont. You can see the city's busy port
to the south, with cargo ships and tankers
loading for destinations around the world.

Beaumont led an industrial revolution in

On Texas' 880-mile stretch of 1-10, why put the pedal to the metal? If you know where to look, big cities and small towns alike provide plenty of reasons to
stop the car, stretch your legs, and stay awhile. A photo of Fort Stockton's roadrunner mascot, Paisano Pete, makes a great souvenir.
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Near Balmorhea State Park, the loyahvale Desert Oasis offers everything
you might need to swim or go SCUBA diving in the park's sparkling,
spring-fed pool (right), including dive-certification classes and immedi-
ate-gratification "resort" courses.

Texas-and witnessed the birth of the

modern petroleum industry-when the

nearby Spindletop oil well gushed to life in
1901, transforming the city into a boom-

town. (While you'll have to get off the inter-

state to seek them out, the Spindletop/

Gladys City Boomtown Museum and the

Texas Energy Museum provide information

on the region's connection to black gold.

In fact, Beaumont offers an assortment

of noteworthy museums, but only one is

easily accessible from I-10: the Babe

Didrikson Zaharias Museum, which dou-

bles as the Beaumont Visitor Center.

Babe Didrikson, a local girl, was one

of history's greatest athletes-male or fe-

male. She won three Olympic gold med-

als, All-America honors in basketball,
and a bagful of golf trophies, includ-

ing a streak of 17 straight victories. Glass

cases around the perimeter of the round

museum recount her triumphs and show-

case her many

medals (includ-

ing golds from

the 1932 Olym-
pic Games), tro-

phies, caps, and

other awards. And

when you're fin-

ished reading
about Babe, vol-

unteers will di-

rect you to other Beaumont a-tractions.

West of the city, forests begin to give

way to farmland. I-10 crosses several

major rivers, including the Trinity. It pass-

es side roads leading to Anamuac, site of

one of the first skirmishes of the Texas

Revolution, and, as I-10 enTers Houstcn,
to San Jacinto Battleground State His-

torical Park, where the revolution ended

in 1836.
I-10 shoots through central Houston

and heads west for the highway's next

metropolis, San Antonio. Scores of restau-

rants line the outbound portion of the

road, but as this may be the ultimate Texas

road trip, go fcr solid "road food," like

that at 59 Diner, a '50s-themed neon-and-

vinyl joint on the interstate just outside

Loop 611. The ciner offers such classics as

meatloaf, pot pie, burgers, malts, and thin,
delicious-y crispy onion rings. (The origi-

nal location is indeed on US 59.)

14 TEXAS HIGHWAYS March 2004



Outside Houston, crossing the Coastal
Plains, the terrain is relatively flat and open,
and I-10 skirts Katy and Sealy (birthplace
of the Sealy mattress). Though the highway
bypasses San Felipe all together, the tiny
town is worth a quick detour, because as
capital of Stephen E Austin's first colony of
settlers, it was one of the birthplaces of the
Texas Revolution. Much of the town's his-
tory survives at Stephen F Austin State
Park, on the west bank of the Brazos River.

up is Columbus, a pictur-

esque town on the Colo-
rado River. Giant pecan
and oak trees snuggle

close to the riverbanks, while cattle graze
near the highway. Antique stores line
the town's main street, and beautiful Vic-
torian houses-many adorned with
state historical markers-seem to sit on
every corner. Columbus offers several bed-
and-breakfast inns (which fill up quickly)

and small chain motels, plus country cook-
ing at Schobels' restaurant.

As the Schobels' name implies, this part
of Texas is rich in European heritage.
Germans, Czechs, and other 19th-Century
immigrants settled towns like Weimar,
Flatonia, and Schulenburg, which lie west
of Columbus. Tidy houses, old-country
cooking, and the much-photographed
painted churches of Fayette County still
reflect residents' European roots.
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Known as the "mini-mall of Roosevelt," the century-old Simon Bros. Mercantile offers 1-10 voyagers everything from minor car repairs to juicy burgers at its
Back Door Cafe. A picnic table at the front of the store serves as a community meeting spot.

At Schulenburg's Oakridge Smokehouse

Restaurant and General Store, the aroma
of smoked brisket and ribs wafts across
the parking lot. Since 1969, the large
restaurant has offered German sausage
and sauerkraut, beef and turkey jerky,
and fresh-baked kolaches and strudel.
Oakridge also sells its own line of home-
made condiments and pickles: bread-
and-butter pickles, pickled onion rings,
pickled squash, green tomatoes, habanero
peppers, and enough other veggies to fill
a farmer's market.

Picture-postcard views dominate the

landscape here, with cattle and stock tanks
dappling the hilly countryside. A hilltop
rest area affords an expansive vista, espe-
cially back to the east.

The highway nicks the edge of Seguin
before plunging into downtown San
Antonio. Like Houston, it offers a bounty
of restaurants and attractions. Two long-

time downtown favorites of both locals

and visitors are El Mercado, a Mexican-
style market with dozens of interesting
shops, and nearby, Mi Tierra Cafe &
Bakery, a spacious, 24/7 restaurant with
year-round Christmas decorations and
bakery cases packed with fresh Mexican
pastries and candies.

making a 90-degree
turn to the north-

west. 1-10 heads into
t L ._the heart of the Hill

Country, where dense stands of cedar and
oak cover the undulating landscape.
Hikers go nose-to-bark with these and
other native plants at the Friedrich Wil-
derness Park, on the northwest edge of
San Antonio.

.f you prefer more-commercial pursuits,
head farther up the road to Boerne, where
dozens of galleries, antique stores, ar d other
spending opportunities line busy Main
Street. The Bear Moon Bakery and The

Daily Grind offer two of the last chances for

good espresso or latte until El Paso.
Good home-style cooking is a little easi-

er to find, beginning northwest of Boerne
at Po-Po Family Restaurant, on FM 289
about a half-mile off 1-10. (Legend says the

proprietor named it for Mexico's Popo-
catepetl volcano.) Built in 1929 as a dance

hall, the restaurant serves steaks, seafood,
fried chicken, and other basic fare, and
also maintains its ties to the past: More
than 2,100 collectible plates from around
the world line the walls. A previous owner

began the collection decades ago, and the
current owners continue to hang new
plates, many of them donated by customers.

Comfort, the next stop along the high-
way, looks like a scaled-down version of
Boerne: just as charming, but not as busy.
The sparkling, cypress-lined Guadalupe
River flows through town, not far from
several bed-and-breakfast inns, including
Comfort Common, a restored 1880 hotel.
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One of 12 TxDOT Travel Information Centers throughout the state, the Orange center boasts a 650-foot boardwalk built over Blue Elbow Swamp. Also on 1-10,
some 880 miles west, you'll find another center in Anthony. All centers open daily 8-5 and provide invaluable help in enjoying your stay in Texas.

The Hill Country stretch of I-10 pre-

sents some of the most beautiful scenery

along the entire highway, with gray mesas
looming in the distance, and few signs of
human habitation. If you focus on the

mesmerizing vistas, though, you might
miss the Marfa Rock Shop, which sudden-
ly pops into view from behind a clump of

trees near the Mountain Home exit.
Owners John and Audrey Landry

moved the shop from Marfa (which lies

300 miles west) to stay close to their chil-
dren, and opened the new location in
September 2001. Like a homely geode's
surprising interior, the nondescript metal
building holds table after table of
seashells, fossilized mammoth teeth from
the Red River, calcite from Poland, and
raw rocks that don't look like much to the
untrained eye, but draw collectors from

around the world, John says. He holds up
a chunk of slate-blue fossilized coral that
formed in the hills behind the shop some

30 million years ago, when an ocean

covered the land. He says he calls it
"Mountain Home Blue."

the road again, it's only a few
miles to Junction. If you exit
the interstate and head into
town, you parallel the South

Llano River for a ways, then cross the river

at the city park. It's a good place to stretch

and enjoy the view before returning to

the highway.
Good stopping places thin out a bit

after that, as do the towns. The Roosevelt
exit, at mile 438, marks roughly the half-

way point of this marathon Texas cross-
ing. Sonora's up next (with the splendid
Caverns of Sonora outside town, requir-

ing a several-hour detour), followed by
Ozona, the seat of Crockett County, where

a statue of county namesake Davy Crock-

ett sits on the pecan-shaded courthouse

square. Across the street, the Crockett

County Museum recalls the history of the
region's Indian tribes and pioneer settlers.

Cowboys-and-Indians clashes domi-
nate the history of this region. As settlers
moved westward, they fought tough skir-
mishes against the Apache, Comanche,
and other native tribes. The U.S. Army

built a series of forts, including Fort
Lancaster, to protect settlers and travelers
on the road from San Antonio to El Paso.
Fort Lancaster's remains are preserved as
Fort Lancaster State Historic Site on Texas
290, a 25-mile loop south of I-10 with an

extraordinary, unexpected view.
If you stay on the interstate, expect few

creature comforts along the 109-mile

stretch from Ozona to Fort Stockton-

only a couple of gas stations and a high-

way rest area. This stretch of highway is
remote, dry, and fairly flat. Hardy mes-

quite trees and cactus are the main vegeta-

tion, a few pumpjacks and windmills the

main signs of human influence.
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Across from historic Concordia Cemetery in El Paso, the cozy L&J Cafe serves up topnotch Mexican food.

Until, that is, you approach US 190. For

the next half-hour, your eyes are drawn

again and again to the hundreds of giant

windmills spinning above the mesas, trans-

forming the West Texas wind into electric-

ity. Shortly after sunset, with the sky glow-

ing red and a few cirrus clouds streaming

overhead, the spinning blades take on an

otherworldly cast, like the propellers of

alien ships ready to set sail.

Several utilities operate wind-power

farms in this part of the state. One of the

largest farms, near Bakersfield, consists of

more than 100 wind turbines, which can

generate enough electricity for about

40,000 houses.
The climate out here is good not just for

windmills, though; it's also good for grow-

ing grapes. The Ste. Genevieve Winery, a

cooperative project between the University

of Texas and Domain Cordier of France, is

the largest wine producer in Texas.

the long drive from
Ozona, Fort Stockton
looms like an oasis,
as it has for travelers

for hundreds of years. Native tribes

camped at Comanche Springs (now dry)

long before Anglo settlers arrived.
With a good water supply at hand, the

U.S. Army built a garrison here in 1867,
which remained in use until 1886. Fort

Stockton's guardhouse and three officers'

quarters still stand, while several other

buildings have been rebuilt to form

a museum. Displays and a short, inform-

ative video recount the history of the

post and the region.
A few blocks away, the

Annie Riggs Memorial Mu-

seum picks up the story at the

beginning of the 20th Cen-

tury. The building opened as

the Koehler Hotel in 1901,
and a recently divorced en-

trepreneur named Annie

Riggs bought it a few years

later and operated the place

as a hotel and boarding-

house until her death in

1931. Several rooms appear

pretty much as they did then,
with period furnishings and

decorations.

Fort Stockton offers plenty

of restaurants and places to

call home for the night. Bien

Venidos, just a few blocks -

from Paisano Pete, the 20-

foot-tall roadrunner statue Houston's or
that's the city's icon, is a

good choice for Mexican food. Here,
spicy chile verde (chunks of beef in a green

chile sauce) clears the sinuses, while paint-
ings of West Texas scenes entertain the

eyes. And the Best Western Swiss Clock
Inn, on the west end of town, provides
comfortable and immaculate rooms, plus

a hot breakfast buffet at the Alpine Lodge
restaurant next door.

Fort Stockton's Comanche Springs may
be gone now, but springs to the west con-

tinue to pour forth cool, clear water at
Balmorhea State Park, on the northern

edge of the Davis Mountains in Toyahvale.
In the 1800s, Mescalero Apache irrigated

their corn and peaches with water from

these springs, which were named San

Solomon Springs by Mexican farmers.

About one million gallons an hour flow

through the rock-walled swimming pool

that is the park's centerpiece. Scuba divers

"from all over the world" plunge into the

deeper parts of the pool, says Neta Rhyne,
whose family owns the Toyahvale Desert

Oasis, a full-service swimming and SCUBA

shop just outside the park.

West of Balmorhea, traffic picks up in a

hurry where 1-10 and I-20 merge. A steady

flow of 18-wheelers heads through the

Davis and Apache mountains near Kent,

C4

iginal 59 Diner-on US 59-proved so popular that
its owners added two additional restaurants across town.
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ESSENT1A13 Adventure Along Interstate 10
ORANGE Super Gator Airboat Tours, El Paso Anthony Travel Info Ctr

106 E. Lutcher, 800/241-6390,
www.pnx.com/gator. Cajun Cookery, aor Fort Stockton

2308 1-10 W. (take 16th St. exit), M E X I CO Bo Roosevelt Travel Info Ctr D
\Toyahvale

409/886-0990. Orange Convention Sonora Ju"ct'o" Bm

and Visitors Bureau, 800/528- Rio Grande Mountain Home * Boerne Columbus Felipe

4906; www.org-tx.com/chamber. . Comfort 10 Host
xD M E X I C O San Anto SchulenburgTxDOT Travel Information Center,35 3

Exit 879 on I-10, 409/883-9416.

BEAUMONT Spindletop/Gladys
City Boomtown Museum, Univetsity
Dr. at US 69 S., 409/835-0823.
Texas Energy Museum, 600 Main
St., 409/833/5100; texasenergy
museum.org. Babe Didrikson
Zaharias Museum and Visitors
Center, 1750 1-10 E. (Exit 854), 800/
392-4401; www.beaumontcvb.com.

HOUSTON 59 Diner, 8125 Katy
Frwy., 713/681-5559. Greater
Houston Convention & Visitors
Bureau, 800/4-HOUSTON; www.
houston-spacecityusa.com.

SAN FELIPE Stephen F. Austin
State Park, 979/885-3613; www.
tpwd.state.tx.us.

COLUMBUS Schobels' Restaurant,
2020 Milam, 979/732-2385. Columbus
Convention & Visitors Bureau, 877/
444-7339; www.columbustexas.org.

SCHULENBURG Oakridge Smoke-
house Restaurant and General

Store, Exit 674, 800/320-5766.
Schulenburg Chamber of Commerce,
866/504-5294; www.schulenburg
chamber.org.

SAN ANTONIO El Mercado (Market
Square), 514 W. Commerce St.,
210/207-8600. Mi Tierra Cafe &
Bakery, 218 Produce Row in El
Mercado, 210/225-1262. Friedrich
Wilderness Park, 210/698-1057.
San Antonio Convention and Visitors
Bureau, 800/447-3372; www.
sanantoniovisit.com.

BOERNE Po-Po Family Restaurant,
829 FM 289, 830/537-4194. Bear
Moon Bakery, 401 S. Main, 830/
816-2327. The Daily Grind, 143
S. Main, 830/249-4677. Boerne
Chamber of Commerce, 830/
249-8000; www.boerne.org.

COMFORT Comfort Common, 717
High St., 830/995-3030; www.
comfortcommon.com. Comfort

Chamber of Commerce. 830/
995-3131; www.comfort-texas.com.

MOUNTAIN HOME Marfa Rock Shop,
1-10 Exit 484, 830/866-3461.

JUNCTION Kimble Co. Chamber of
Commerce, 325/446-3190; www.
junctiontexas.net.

ROOSEVELT Simon Bros. Mercantile
and Back Door Cafe, 325/446-2604.

SONORA Caverns of Sonora,
1-10 Exit 392, 325/387-3105;
www.cavernsofsonora.com. Sonora
Chamber of Commerce, 325/387-
2880; www.sonoratx-chamber.com.

OZONA Crockett County Museum,
404 11th, 325/392-2837. Ozona
Chamber of Commerce, 325/
392-3737; www.ozona.com.

FORT STOCKTON Historic Fort
Stockton, 301 E. Third, 432/336-
2400. Annie Riggs Museum, 301
S. Main, 432/336-2167. Bien

Venidos, 405 W. Dickinson, 432/
336-3615. Best Western Swiss
Clock Inn, 3201 W. Dickinson, 800/
528-1234. Fort Stockton Chamber
of Commerce, 800/336-2166,
www.fortstockton.org/visitor.

TOYAHVALE Balmorhea State Park,
432/375-2370; www.tpwd.state.
tx.us. Toyahvale Desert Oasis, 432/
375-2572; www.toyahvale.com.

VAN HORN Chuy's Restaurant,
1200 W. Broadway, 432/283-2066.
Van Horn Visitors Center, 866/
424-6939.

EL PASO L&J Cafe, 3622 E. Missouri,
915/566-8418. Little Diner and
Tortilla Factory, 7209 7th, Canutillo,
915/877-2176; www.littlediner.com.
El Paso Convention & Visitors Bureau,
800/351-6024; www.visitelpaso.com.
TxDOT Travel Information Center, at
the Texas-New Mexico state line at
Anthony on 1-10, 915/886-3468.

then picks up speed as the highway spools
toward Van Horn. If you look at just the
right spot, the Guadalupe Mountains are
visible far to the north, including
Guadalupe Peak, the tallest mountain in
Texas at 8,751 feet. Closer by, whirling
"dust devils"-rotating columns of air
driven by heat rising off the desert floor-
twist across the landscape.

Van Horn is a popular stopping point
for travelers headed to Big Bend, the
Guadalupe Mountains, Carlsbad Caverns,
and other major attractions in this area.
It's also a popular stopping point for
Monday Night Football analyst John
Madden, who has made Chuy's Res-
taurant one of the most famous eateries

on I-10. Several television-network sports
banners decorate its walls, and a black-

board in the lobby promotes Madden's
favorite dish: chicken picado. Other menu

selections are pretty good, too, including
the chorizo con huevos-eggs scrambled
with spicy pork sausage.

From Chuy's to a major collection of
Mexican restaurants in El Paso, it's about a
120-mile sprint along the interstate. I-10

climbs past Sierra Blanca, the seat of vast

Hudspeth County, then parallels the Rio
Grande for the final 60 miles or so.

Like Houston and San Antonio, El Paso
offers all the amenities of a major city. But a
couple of Mexican restaurants along I-10
stand out. One is L&J Cafe, which sits
across the street from Concordia Cemetery,
burial site of outlaw John Wesley Hardin.
This small, family-run restaurant serves killer

nachos, tacos, and other Mexican favorites
in dining rooms that are kept briskly cool
even on the hottest summer days.

The other standout is the Little Diner
and Tortilla Factory in the suburb of

Canutillo, northwest of town. It may give

Chuy's a run for its money as the best-
known restaurant along the highway
because of flattering articles in many
national and state travel and food maga-
zines. Though hard to find, it's worth the
effort for its melt-in-the-mouth gorditas

and fiery salsa.

Properly fortified, with bones and bot-
tom rested and refreshed, it's time to head

back to the highway for the final jaunt to
the New Mexico state line at Anthony-

the ultimate milestone for the ultimate

Texas road trip.*

Writer DAMOND BENNINGFIELD particularly
enjoyed visiting with rock hounds John and Audrey
Landry at the Marfa Rock Shop.

On his 880-mile Texas trek along Interstate 10,
staff photographer GRIFF SMITH met dozens of
wonderful people.
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

" s a bridge into another world," says Kathleen

O'Connor, education director of Houston's Bayou Bend

Collection and Gardens. Kathleen is describing a wooden

suspension bridge that stretches 210 feet across Buffalo Bayou to

the gardens. Indeed, with each creaky, windswept step, it is easi-

er to forget the hustle and bustle of metropolitan Houston and

anticipate the treasures ahead.

And treasures abound. Here, a 14-acre garden resplendent with lus-

ciously hued azaleas and exquisite statues surrounds a Latin Colonial

mansion (circa 1927) filled with Early American furnishings and art.

This former residence of the late philanthropist Miss Ima Hogg

(1882-1975), daughter of Texas Governor James Stephen Hogg,
Bayou Bend is known as the "American Decorative Arts Wing" of the

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston.

But Bayou Bend is only one of the highlights on the 69th annual

River Oaks Garden Club Azalea Trail (March 6-7 and 13-14, 2004).
At Rienzi, a neighboring mansion that serves as the museum's center

of European arts, visitors peruse 18th- and 19th-Century art and ver-

dant gardens. About a mile south, flower-lovers inspect the tranquil

garden "rooms" surrounding the historic Forum of Civics building.

The self-guided Azalea Trail showcases four private homes and gar-

dens, as well.

River Oaks residents formed the River Oaks Garden Club in 1927,
shortly after Ima Hogg's brothers, Will and Mike, developed the

"garden community suburb" on farmland then west of Houston.

Since 1961, club members have maintained Bayou Bend's gardens, the

focal point of the Azalea Trail since 1935.

Following the Azalea Trail is a rite of

spring for many Houstonians, including

Betty and Joe Ward. "We've been trail-

goers for 25 years," says Betty. "We al-

ways come to 'Miss Ima's."'

For veteran and first-time sightseers

alike, the best way to visit "Miss Ima's"

and the trail's other stops is to pick up a

map, available at several locations on the

trail. In all, seven sites reveal a rich flo-

ral diversity.

"Breathtakingly beautiful" describes

Bayou Bend's Diana Garden, a panorama

of grassy terraces cascading north from the

house and presided over by a white Carrara

marble replica of the Diana of Versailles.

(Statues of Clio, the Greek muse of history,
and Euterpe, muse of music, occupy ad-

joining gardens.) Early springtime brings

the lavender and pink blossoms of For-

mosa and George Lindsey Tabor azaleas.

South of the house, holly fern and

aspidistra soften craggy ravines that visi-

tors can observe from overlooks. Nearby,
the White Garden nurtures white Indica

azaleas, two-winged silverbell (Halesia

deptera, the "snowdrop tree" of southern

[FACING PAGE] In early spring, Bayou Bend's Diana Garden blushes with hydrangeas (foreground) and George Lindsey Tabor azaleas.

A Carrara marble statue of Diana of Versailles, goddess of the hunt, watches over this beautiful spot.

RIVER OAKS GARDEN CLUB AZALEA TRAIL
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climes), and five magnolia species. OnL cf

the five is the spectacular b:gleaf magnolia

(Magnolia macrophylla), which has three-

foot-long leaves.

In the East Garden, an English-style

garden room that adjoins the house, tiers

(LEFT. FROM ToP Southern Charm azaleas doninate
this view of the pale-pink stucmc mansion at

Bayou Bend. A River Oaks Garde- Club member
gives flower-arranging demonstrations at the
Forum of Civics building during last year's Azalea
Trail. The blooms of Kate Arenda:l azaleas veil
Bayou Bend's Clio Garden (not. the statue o Clic,
the Greek muse of history, in the backgroun:
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Evergreen yaupon hedges define the Diana Garden, seen here from Bayou Bend mansion's north terrace.
Japanese yews.

of azaleas, clipped boxwood in a scroll

design, and hedges of the rare, pink-

blooming 'Duchesse de Caze' camellia
delight visitors.

he focus shifts to beauty of a dif-
ferent kind inside the two-story,

pale-pink stucco mansion. On 10-

minute guided tours (which begin on the

Diana Garden terrace), trailgoers inspect a

grand reception hall, called Philadelphia

Hall, and three rooms. (The rest of the

year, tours by reservation explore 28

rooms that showcase some 5,000 exam-

ples of furniture, paintings, silver, and tex-

tiles from three centuries.)

"Philadelphia Hall is so named because

Philadelphia craftsmen built its 18th-Cen-

tury Rococo-style furniture," says Kathleen

O'Connor. A high chest of "mahogany-on-

mahogany veneer" numbers among the

impressive pieces.

The trees towering behind the statue are

The Belter Parlor, with its 10-piece par-

lor set crafted by the New York firm of

John Henry Belter, exemplifies the mid-

19th-Century "Rococo Revival."

"I call the period 'the Rococo on

steroids,' says Kathleen, alluding to the

big, bold floral and foliage shapes that

adorn the parlor's furniture, floor, walls,

and mantel.

Images from nature also embellish the

dining room's gilded canvas wall covering,
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Opened as a house-museum in 1999, Rienzi (top) holds an amazing collection of European decora-
tive arts, including Joseph Wright's Portrait of a Man (circa 1760). While on the Trail, take some time
to luxuriate among the azaleas, like this group of friends relaxing at Bayou Bend.

u tre tulips line a trail in Bayou Bends
White Garden, the most secluded garden on the
estate. Garden curator Bart Brechter says this
spot was a favorite haven of Alvin Wheeler, Ima
Hogg'c gardener for 30 years,

by New York muralist William McKay.
"If you look closely among the dogwood

boughs, you can spot butterflies, hum-
mingbirds, crickets, and even mice," says
docent Rosanne Dickson.

English furniture and European art--

along with more azalea-laden gardens-

await trailgoers at Rienzi, which lies a

short stroll from Bayou Bend's Lazy Lane

entrance. Designed by architect John F

Staub in 1952 for arts patrons Harris
Masterson III and his wife, Carroll, the con-

temporary Palladian residence is named

for Rienzi Johnston, Harris Masterson 's
grandfather. The mansion, which sits on

four acres nestled between two wooded

ravines on Buffalo Bayou, opened to the

public as a house-museum in 1999.

In the gallery, where guided tours of

the residence begin, trailgoers glimpse a

sampling of the Mastersons' exceptional

800-piece collection of 18th- and 19th-

Century Worcester porcelain. The ball-
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room boasts more porcelain and, among

other treasures, a French Aubusson carpet

and an 18th-Century gilded stool made

for Spencer House, the London home of

the family of Diana, Princess of Wales.

From the living room's plate-glass win-

dows, and from the descending terraces and

staircases outside, sightseers behold the gar-

den's centerpiece-a huge Southern mag-

nolia thought to be at least 250 years old. A

reflection pool, three fountains, sculpture,

and drifts of azaleas arranged by hue also

enhance the dramatic natural setting.

For some trailgoers, the small garden

rooms that surround the circa-1880 Forum

of Civics building prove at least as serene

as Rienzi's spacious woodlands-despite

their location near a busy intersection.

Originally, the site was home to John

Smith County School, established around

1880. In 1927, Will Hogg remodeled the
building as headquarters for the Forum of

Civics, a group charged with overseeing

and beautifying Houston's public spaces.
Today, the one-story, brick building, which

bears a Texas Historical Marker and a

National Register of Historic Places medal-

lion, serves as headquarters for the River

Oaks Garden Club.
Azalea Trail strollers begin in the Green

Garden, a bride-luring site (available for pho-

tos) replete with white azaleas and Japanese

boxwood on the building's south side.
Photographers, and some horticul-

turists, favor the mesmerizing light gray

trunks and large green canopies (in sum-

mer, blanketed with pink blooms) of the

13 crape myrtles that decorate the adjoin-

ing garden room. "The gnarled old trunks

resemble pieces of sculpture," notes gar-

den club member Susan Keeton.

A sundial garden, an arbor, and a

native-plant oasis are other floral high-

lights of the Forum.

Stops at four private homes in River

Oaks reveal still more beautiful gardens-

not to mention varied architectural styles

and elegant interiors. But it's the lavish flo-
ral arrangements-created by River Oaks

Garden Club members-that intrigue

many trailgoers.

An unusual combination of calla lilies

and date palm branches displayed in a
bronze vase catches the eye of Melissa

R ver Qks Garden Club Azalea Trail
H 0 U STO N'S 69th Annual River Oaks Garden Club Azalea Trail (Mar. 6-7 and 13-14, 2004) features:
the River Oaks Garden Club Forum of Civics building
and gardens, at 2503 Westheimer Rd.; Bayou Bend
Gardens (Philadelphia Hall & Jones Visitor Center), at
One Westcott St. (parking lot with suspension-bridge ac-
cess to the gardens), or enter at 2940 Lazy Lane; Rienzi,
at 1406 Kirby Dr.; and four private homes and gardens.
Trail maps are available at all three public sites.

To begin the Trail at the ROGC Forum of Civics, take the
Westheimer Rd. exit from Loop 610 West, and drive east
2.5 miles. The Forum is on the right, just past Kirby Dr.

Trail hours for all sites: Sat-Sun 11-6 (gates at Bayou

North Loop

1 a HOUSTON

Memorial 45
10 Park

Katy Frwy

- 10
Memorial Dr. 10

Woodway

BAO BN Allen Pkwy.

SBAYOU BEND NZI

Westhefier -B Main

59 FORUM OF CIVICS

Bend and Rienzi close at 5:30 p.m.). Admission (can be paid at each entrance on Trail days): $20 for 7
sites (advance sales before Mar. 1, $15); single site, $5. Free age 11 and younger. Ticket purchase
includes a brochure with a map. Free parking is available at the Bayou Bend parking lot and street-side
along the Trail. Wheelchair accessible (but not in the private homes and gardens).

Write to the River Oaks Garden Club, 2503 Westheimer Rd., 77098; 713/523-2483; www.riveroaks
gardenclub.org. (The Web site includes a Trail preview and advance ticket sales locations.)

YEAR- R O U N D 0 P P OR T t N . I E The River Oaks Garden Club Forum of Civics building and gar-

dens open to the public Mon and Wed-Thu 9:30-3; closed
holidays. The facility can be rented for weddings and recep-

tions. (See contact info above.)

Bayou Bend Collection and Gardens opens for self- S
guided garden tours Tue-Sat 10-5, Sun 1-5. Admission: $3,
free age 10 and younger.

Guided 90-minute tours of the house are offered every

15 minutes Tue-Fri 10-11:30 a.m. and 1-2:45 p.m., and

Sat 10-11:15 a.m. One-hour "Best of Bayou Bend" tours 4
take place Tue and Thu at noon; audio. tours of the house 0
(all ages) Sat-Sun 1-5. Home tour fee (includes access to

gardens): $10, $8.50 age 65 and older and students with

ID, $5 ages 10-18. Age 9 and younger allowed on audio
tour only ($1.50). Reservations required. For group tours,
reservations, and other information, write to Box 6826,

77265; 713/639-7750; www.mfah.org. Beaucoup de bouquets. Flowers await the

Rienzi offers 60-minute guided tours of the house every artistic touch of River Oaks Garden Club

30 minutes. Hours: Mon and Thu-Sat 10-4, Sun 1-5. Ad- floral arrangers.

mission (includes self-guided garden tour): $6, $4 age 65 and older and students with ID. By reservation

only, paid for in advance. Children 12 and older are welcome when escorted by an adult.

Self-guided tours of the house and gardens (maintained by the Garden Club of Houston) are available
Sun 1-5. Admission: $5; group of 2-4, $10; group of 5-6, $15. Reservations encouraged. For reserva-

tions, group tours, and other information, write to Box 6826, 77265; 713/639-7800 (Mon-Fri 9-5);
www.mfah.org.

Tweedel of Beaumont. "Talk about cre-

ativity!" she exclaims.

For first-time trailgoer Karen Cardwell

of Houston, seeing all of the Trail's beauti-

ful flowers "makes me want to go home

and dig in the dirt!"
Miss Ima Hogg would surely be pleased.

She applauded beauty in all forms, in-

cluding nature's wondrous gifts. In 1975,

she wrote: "A love affair with nature is a

rewarding experience. It gladdens the eye

and replenishes the spirit."*

Longtime contributor DIANE MOREY SITTON
grows azaleas in her own garden. She says the
floral arrangements in the private homes on the

Azalea Trail are "a sight to behold!"

J. GRIFFIS SMITH provided photographs for
the stories on I-10 and Bandera in this issue.
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WI ce tO

COWBOY CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

JJ)

VISA

Well, it's 5 o'clock on a Saturday,
The regular crowd shuffles in.
There's a man at the bar standing next to me
Saying, "Hey, look what just came in."

kay, so I've taken some liberties with

the last line of Billy Joel's hit song
"Piano Man," but the tune sprang to

mind after witnessing a bizarre scene one

afternoon on a visit to a Bandera watering

hole. Thirsty after traipsing around on a

warm spring day in what is one of the most

scenic regions of the Texas Hill Country, I

stopped at the Longhorn Saloon on the

town's western edge.

Shortly after my arrival, I heard some

commotion and turned to see a cowboy

saunter through the front door atop his

black-and-white Longhorn steer, Oreo. The

dusty rider, Cowboy Craig, dismounted

from his saddle and ordered a frosty mug of
beer, while Oreo stood near the bar accept-

ing the adoration of patrons. After quench-

ing his thirst, the cowboy swung into the

saddle, carefully guided the animal's huge
horns through the doorway, and headed

east on Texas 16, toward downtown.

Welcome to another zany, fun-filled day
in the "Cowboy Capital of the World."

pend some time in this historic town

that churns out world-champion rop-

ers the way the Soviets once produced

gold-medal gymnasts, and such "pinch-
yourself" moments occur more often than

you'd think. Bandera quickly endears itself
to visitors with its heartfelt friendliness,
Old West feel, and its quirky melange of
artisans, cowboys, conservationists, dudes,
ranchers, river runners, and dozens of col-

orful characters who populate this Hill
Country town of 957 souls.

Bandera's top tourism official, Patricia
Moore, sums up the Bandera attitude:

"Rule number one is, if you see somebody
doing something fun, don't wait to be

asked to join 'em. What people used to

come to Bandera to do more than 50 years

ago, they still come here to do today-ride

horses, splash in the Medina River, relax,
and have fun."

Adventurous folks have long been find-
ing their way to this little slice of Hill
Country heaven. The Indians who once
roamed the verdant valleys, steep canyons,
and limestone hills clashed first with
Spanish explorers and later with dissident
Mormons, Polish immigrants, and Anglo

settlers who came to settle and harvest the

p P

[FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP] Bandera's 11th Street Cowboy Bar has an indoor area for refreshment
and conversation, and an outdoor courtyard with live music and dancing. Boot-scootin' is also popular
at Arkey Blue's Silver Dollar Saloon. Cowboy Craig Davies and his Longhorn steer, Oreo, turn heads
and win hearts wherever they go.
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Medina River valley's native cypress to

make shingles and furniture.

J. Marvin Hunter Sr., the late Banderan

journalist and world-class collector, provid-

ed excellent insight into Bandera's roots-

mostly in agriculture and ranching-in

his History of Bandera: 1853-1953-

A Century of Intrepid History. Hunter's

eloquent tribute to what he dubbed

"Banderaland" sits on a table in the

Frontier Times Museum, his brainchild

and one of Texas' funkiest must-see

collection, a 700-year-old carved English

walnut rocking chair, and a stuffed two-

headed goat. Funky, indeed.

Also intriguing are artifacts that inter-

pret the Bandera area's late-19th-Century

and early-20th-Century origins. Don't miss

Hunter's printing press, used to produce

the renowned Frontier Times magazine;

an ox-drawn corn planter; a concert

roller organ; an 1880s-era dentist's chair

and dental equipment; and the Tarpley,

Texas, 1950s-era telephone switchboard.

enemy, the Comanche, and transmitted

from the Comanche to the paleface, to the

effect that he who once having drunk from

the waters of the Medina and goes away,

will ever be athirst until he comes back to

the valley."

unter would be proud of this charm-

ing and picturesque cowboy-centric

E community on the spring-fed Medina.

The laid-back resort town 45 miles north-

west of San Antonio offers not only leg-

N ewcomers and repeat customers alike can spend a weekend or a week at one

of the area's dozens of accommodations, indulging in the three R's that define

the town: ridin', runnin', and ramblin'.

museums. History-lovers and the curi-

ous will enjoy wandering through the low-

slung, rock building, erected in 1933, and

marveling at the 47,000-plus items. Be-

sides the museum's renowned shrunken

head, exhibits include a 500-piece bell

A consummate town booster, Hunter

expounded on what he called "the

Damascus of Southwest Texas" and

warned of Bandera's inescapable charms.

"There's an old legend," he wrote, "hand-

ed down by the Apache to his mortal

endary guest ranches, such as the Flying A

(Buck Ranch), Dixie Dude, and Running-

R, but also exceptional scenery, favorable

climate, the pristine river, and bountiful

flora and fauna, all of which nurture a

burgeoning nature-tourism movement.
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[LEFT TO RIGHT, FROM FACING PAGE] Customers at the 11th Street Cowboy Bar relax with cold longnecks and country tunes. Kayakers and tubers float on the
Medina River at Twin Elm Guest Ranch. The Bandera General Store boasts an old-fashioned soda fountain and a decorative-sign collection.

While it's true that Bandera enjoys an

international reputation for its dozen-plus

guest ranches-offering everything from

chuck-wagon cookouts and trail rides

to tennis, swimming, and golf-this Hill

Country burg "where the fun never sets"

also delights with a surprising choice of

other recreational pursuits.

Newcomers and repeat customers alike

can spend a weekend or a week at one of

the area's dozens of bed and breakfasts,
motels, lodges, and campgrounds, in-

dulging in the three R's that define the

town: ridin', runnin', and ramblin'.

Specifically, riding horses, running the
Medina River in canoes, kayaks, and

inner tubes, and rambling about the color-

ful town and countryside on roller coast-

er-like canyon roads. Horses can be rented

by the hour or enjoyed as part of over-
night package deals offered by most
dude ranches. Several Bandera outfitters

will rent or sell you a kayak, canoe, or

tube for floating the cool, clear Medina.

Ramblin' is free for any and all takers.

Many visitors become so enamored of

Banderaland's mix of Western soul, small-

town values, surprising cultural offerings,

recreation, and unspoiled environment

that they decide to call it home.

Pat Harrison and her daughter Susan

were itching to move out of bustling

Arlington, Texas, when they stumbled

upon Bandera on a tour of the state's back-

roads. "When we got here," Pat says, "this

is where we both decided we wanted to

live. We started meeting people immediate-

ly and found them to be so friendly."

The Harrisons opened a bookstore,
Backroads Books, in 1997, infusing the

town with a touch of Texas literary

chic. Along with bestsellers and chil-

dren's books, bibliophiles can pick up

the latest titles from Texas authors like

Elmer Kelton, Mike Blakely, and Kinky

Friedman, who lives near the town of

Medina. Recently, the owners opened

a sandwich/soup shop in the back for

lunch.

The steady stream of visitors convinced

Pat to also start a bed-and-breakfast/lodg-

ing reservation service. She now handles

bookings for more than 20 accommoda-

tions, ranging from creekside cabins and

cozy guesthouses, like Casa de Amigos, to

the Old Silver Spur Cottage, named for a

defunct hilltop dance hall.

Visitors seeking more traditional B&B

lodging might opt for the Mansion in

Bandera, run by New Mexico transplants

Cooper Barnett and his El Paso-born wife,
Nancy. Built in 1888, the two-story structure

in the heart of town features eight suites.

An eclectically furnished Carriage House and

three more-modestly-priced quarters in a

separate building also accommodate

guests. Those willing to splurge can par-

take of the five-course dinners served on

weekends by Cooper, an award-winning
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Friday nights in the summer.

chef. Chances are the menu will include Hill

Country fare such as quail raised on the

nearby Diamond H Ranch.

Cooper recalls the day he and Nancy

first saw the stately, tree-shaded mansion.

"We pulled into Bandera in April at dusk,
sat there in front, and didn't speak for 15

minutes. We knew this was it."

It's not hard to see why Men's Journal in
2002 ranked Bandera among the nation's

top 50 places to live. The town's macho

personality shines through in the numer-

ous saloons, dude ranches, river outfitters,

furniture and wrought-iron businesses,

and ranches catering to hunters seeking to

bag the trophy deer, wild turkey, and

exotics that thrive here.

Perhaps no place personifies the mascu-

line side of Bandera more than the 11th

Street Cowboy Bar, owned by transplanted

Cajuns Susanne and Eldon Reed. Old cow-

boy boots dangle from the awning, and

brassieres hang from the ceiling above the

bar inside. Live music in the courtyard-

sometimes country, sometimes Cajun-

keeps locals and out-of-towners two-

stepping and sipping from icy longnecks
from early afternoon until sundown, when

the party may adjourn to the Purple Cow

or other fabled Bandera honky-tonks.
That's not to say that Bandera doesn't

have a softer side. Shop-a-holics can spend
hours scouting for antiques, Western wear,
handmade cedar furniture, jewelry, stone-

ware, leather goods, Mexican imports, and
a host of Texana foods, knickknacks, and
specialty items.

Most shops line Main Street or are found
within a one-block radius. Try HIX Ban-

dera for a good mix of Texana items; Wind
River Trading Company for Western Ameri-

cana furniture, arts, and home accessories;
the American Indian Jewelry Store for
straight-off-the-res Southwest Indian jewel-

ry; and The Cowbo

cowboy duds.
In the mood for a mosey down memory

lane? Take a nostalgic trek to Bandera
General Store. Belly up to the soda foun-

tain for a malt, or stroll the plank floors

to peruse shelves stocked with Grapette

sodas, bubblegum cigarettes, and other

Baby Boomer memorabilia. Or skim the

decorative-sign collection to appreciate the

local sense of humor, personified in one

that proclaims: "Bandera-a drinking town

with a hunting problem."

Bandera's cowboy persona manifests

itself in myriad ways. Check out the

Western mural in the lobby of Bandera

Bank (207 Main), then stroll the down-

town streets taking note of the welding wiz-

ardry of Artie Erfurt of Quality Ironworks.

Metal silhouettes of cowboys roping

dogies, cowboys around a campfire, buck-

ing broncs, cacti, Longhorns, and other
Western icons adorn town light poles.

Historic walking and driving tours direct

visitors to rustic, cut-block limestone build-

ings, some dating to the early days of this

151-year old frontier town where trail

drives were once staged. Don't miss the pic-

turesque Old Bandera Courthouse, built by

Georgia stonemason Henry White in 1868,
and the Old Jail (1881), designed by noted
English architect Alfred Giles. Across the

street and down the alleyway you'll find

Love's Antique Mall, a former riverside gen-

eral store, topped by a giant, rearing stal-

lion, that contains thousands of collectibles.

'SJ

The 0ST (Old Spanish Trail) Restaurant serves up
plenty of hearty cowboy fare, including burgers,
chicken-fried steak, enchiladas, and tacos.
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The clatter of horse hooves often mixes

with traffic noise along Texas 16 (Main

Street), which doglegs through the heart of

Bandera. Weekends find working cowboys

and ranchers in jeans, cowboy hats, and

boots jockeying 4X4 diesel pickups for a

coveted parking spot.

On any given weekend, live-music fans

might hear name acts like Geronimo

Trevino III, Gary P. Nunn, Ray Price, or
native sons Bruce and Charlie Robison

keeping boots scootin' at such landmark

dance halls as the Cabaret and Arkey

Blue's Silver Dollar Saloon, an institution

for 35 years. Even on most weeknights,
visitors might catch up-and-coming local

talent holding forth in a local bar or club

in this town, where the number of church-

es (11) barely exceeds that of saloons (7).

f you've come to see real cowboys,

Bandera serves up plenty of amateur and

professional rodeo action. Rodeo season

kicks into high gear on Memorial Day

weekend and runs through Labor Day

weekend with three rodeos a week.

Tuesday and Friday nights find spurs jan-
gling and dust flying at the Twin Elm Guest

Ranch west of town. Lightning Ranch, east

of town, hosts rodeos on Saturday nights.

And between the ridin', runnin', and

ramblin', you've gotta make time to eat. In

that department, Bandera's got you covered.

For home-cooked, reasonably priced fare,
OST Restaurant-a Bandera mainstay-is

tough to beat. Customers can mount sad-

dle-topped barstools at the counter or sit at

cedar tables in the John Wayne room to

chow down on Mexican food, burgers, or

The Duke, a chicken-fried steak about the

size of a small tire. But lest you think dining

options are limited to chuck wagon-style

grub, think again, pardner.

Restaurants here offer everything from

Chinese food (China Bowl) to bistro din-
ing, complete with cappuccino and espres-

so (Fool Moon Cafe and Coffee House).

Or cruise some of the Hill Country's pret-
tiest roads to dine on grilled steak, fish,
and fowl in a bucolic setting. Mac &
Ernie's Roadside Eatery in Tarpley and
Love Creek Cider Mill Patio Cafe in
Medina offer fine al fresco dining with a

touch of country class.

ESSENTAls Bandera
BAN D ERA, the seat of Bandera ToKerrvi

County, is 45 miles northwest of
San Antonio at the junction of Texas *
16 and Texas 173. It is one of the Medina Rrver

oldest Polish communities in Texas
and home to St. Stanislaus, the
nation's second-oldest Polish

Catholic Church. Bandera means V 482 T

"flag" in Spanish.The Bandera
County Convention & Visitors Bureau, 1206
Hackberry St., can answer most of your questions
about the area. Write to Box 171, 78003; 830/
796-3045 or 800/364-3833; www.bandera
cowboycapital.com. Bandera's area code is 830;
the zip code is 78003.

ACCOMMODATIONS

B&Bs Backroads Reservations, 1107 Cedar; 866/
796-0660; www.BackroadsTexas.net (listings include
Casa de Amigos, Old Silver Spur Cottage, and more).

Diamond H Ranch Bed & Breakfast, 5322 Texas
16 North; 796-4820; www.diamondhbandera.com.

Mansion in Bandera, 1005 Hackberry; 796-4590
or 866/233-4590; www.mansioninbandera.com.

DINING

China Bowl, 1206 Pecan; 796-8494.

Fool Moon Cafe and Coffee House, 204 Main;
460-8434.

Love Creek Cider Mill Patio Cafe, Texas 16,
Medina; 589-2202 (Fri. evenings, lunch daily).

Mac & Ernie's Roadside Eatery, FM 470, Tarpley;

562-3250.

OST Restaurant, 305 Main; 796-3836.

DUDE/GUEST RANCHES

Dixie Dude Ranch, Box 548; 796-4481 or 800/
375-9255; www.dixieduderanch.com.

Flying A Ranch, 1919 Texas 173 South; 796-
4750 or 866/796-4750; www.flyingaranch.net.

Lightning Ranch, 818 FM 1283, Pipe Creek
78063; 535-4096 or 800/994-7373; www.
lightningranch.com.

Running-R Ranch, 9059 Bandera Creek Rd.; 796-
3984; www.rrranch.com.

Twin Elm Guest Ranch, Box 117; 796-3628 or
888/567-3049; www.twinelmranch.com/home.asp.

But no matter your culinary inclina-

tions, passions, or recreational pursuits,
cooling your spurs for a while in Bandera

is sure to leave you with a burning thirst

that only a return visit to the town "where

the fun never sets" can slake. *
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HONKY-TONKS & SALOONS

Arkey Blue's Silver Dollar Saloon, 308 Main;
796-8826.

Cabaret Cafe and Dance Hall, 801 Main; 796-
8166; www.cabaretdancehall.com.

11th Street Cowboy Bar, 303 11th; 796-4849.

Longhorn Saloon, 1407 Main; 796-8849.

Purple Cow, 701 Main; 796-3344.

SHOPPING

American Indian Jewelry Store, 311-B Main;
796-4000 or 877/801-4284; www.american
indianjewelry.com.

Backroads Books and Cafe, 1107 Cedar;
796-7748.

Bandera General Store, 306 Main; 796-4925.

The Cowboy Store, 302 Main; 796-8176.

HIX Bandera, 335 Main; 796-7111.

Love's Antique Mall, 310 Main; 796-3838.

Wind River Trading Company, 1105 Cypress;
460-7104.

MISCELLANEOUS

Frontier Times Museum, 506 13th; 796-3864;
www.frontiertimesmuseum.com.

Quality Ironworks, Texas 173 North; 796-3106;
www.qualityironworks.com/pages/ 1.

EVENTS

The area's major annual events are Spring Fling
(Apr.); RiverFest (May); Funtier Day Parade and
Bandera Co. Artists Assn. Arts & Crafts Fair
(Memorial Day weekend); Texas International
Apple Festival in Medina (July); Cajun Festival &
Great Gumbo Cookoff in Lakehills (Sep.); and
Annual Hunters Bar-B-Que & Outdoor Expo
(Oct.). For details, contact the CVB (see above).

ROB McCORKLE has lived much of the past 25
years in the Austin area, but plans to take up res-
idence before too long in the Bandera County
hamlet of Medina.

J. GRIFFIS SMITH has met a lot of colorful
folks in Bandera since his first Texas Highways
assignment there in 1985.
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BY GARY CLARK

PHOTOGRAPHS BY KATHY ADAMS (iLARK

Beside the Colorado River in Matagorda

County lies an extraordinary new nature

park, the 35-acre Matagorda County Birding

Nature Center. Opened in the fall of 2002, it

stands as a testament not only to this beau-

tiful riverside area, but to the love that local

residents have for their natural heritage.
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EMBERS OF: THE BAY
City Nature Club con-

ceived the idea of a

nature park here in 1996

and acquired the land in 1997. Then, with

the help of local residents, businesses, cor-

porations, foundations, and government

agencies, they began to make their dream

a reality.

The park exemplifies the diverse ecology

of Matagorda County with a canopy of

huge live oak trees, six gardens showcasing

area plants, a tree-lined creek and slough, a

view of the mighty Colorado River, and an
impressive wildflower field.

"The nature center has all of the ecologi-

cal zones found in Matagorda County, ex-

cept for coastal beach and salt marsh," notes

Glenn Hayes, a local nature photographer.

Wide trails crisscross the park, wooden

benches line the gardens, bridges span the

creek and slough, and an observation plat-

form sits on the riverbank. Additionally, a

spacious, octagonal, outdoor-education pa-

vilion sits on a bluff near the Colorado River.

Beneath the canopy of live oaks just

past the entrance gate, the calls of a variety

of birds, from Red-bellied Woodpeckers

- 1

/

In addition to this Mourning Dove, other doves sighted
White-winged, Inca, Eurasian Collared, and the Comn

K t

Colorful lantana blossoms attract an equally bright Gulf Fritiliary for a brief visit.

to Eastern Bluebirds, ring out every sea-

son of the year. In the spring, the trees

provide a stopover spot for migrating

songbirds, such as

warblers, vireos,

and tanagers, as

they stream across

the Gulf of Mexi-
co on thcir north

bound journey.

Past the oak-tree
canopy, the park

opens up to six

theme gardens:

four devoted to
herbs, roses, cacti,
and palms, and the
other two planted

to attract butter-
flies and humming-

birds. Labels iden-
tify the plants. Sur-

rounding the gnr-

dens are pecan,

sycamore, and live

oak trees. The wild-

, flower field spreads

d here include Rock, out on the park's
ion Ground Dove. northeastern end,

and a freshwater marsh with stands of

hackberry and willow trees extends around
a languid slough to the south.

In spring, wild turkeys may amble in the
shnde of the pecan trees, and female Wood
Ducks paddle in the slough with their
ducklings trailing behind.

During the warm months, or even on

warm winter days, you should head first to

the butterfly garden. Exquisitely hued but-
terflies like Cloudless Sulphurs, Gulf
Fritillaries, Pipevine Swallowtails, and
Viceroys flit among the flowering plants.
The garden's rich tapestry of plants

includes buddleia, purple coneflower, mist-
flower, Texas star hibiscus, and salvia with

bright red, blue, and purple blooms.
In the spring and fall, you will find the

nearby hummingbird garden hosting mul-

titudes of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds
that migrate through Texas coastal regions.

Even during winter, the garden attracts

Rufous Hummingbirds, which come to
southeast Texas from the Western states.

The nectar-producing flowers of this gar-

den-golden dewdrop, blue morning glo-
ry, white night-blooming jasmine, and red
firecracker bush-are every bit as gorgeous

as the little hummers that feed on them.
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[CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP] Birdwatchers stop along the path through the gardens to glass for birds. A Pipevine Swallowtail pauses for a brief nip of nectar from
one of the numerous flowering plants. A tree frog appears to be enjoying an afternoon nap on a slender limb.
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excellent habitat not only for birds, but also for dragon-
flies, butterflies, and a smorgasbord of other critters up
and down the food chain. Blooming Indian blanket might
be visited by a honeybee, a butterfly, or even a child's
nose. A Blue Dasher clings to a twig, surveying his sur-
roundings, perhaps hoping for a gnat to pounce upon.

A

Always keep an eye on the sky for the

hawks that commonly fly over the park.

A Crested Caracara-a large, handsome

falcon known in Mexico and among Texas

old-timers as the Mexican eagle-is a good

bet to see any day of the year. From

November through February, a pair of

Bald Eagles-true eagles of incomparable

elegance-nest near the park. You're not

certain to see them, but it's a sure thrill if

you do.
A stroll through the herb garden will

delight your senses. Rub the oregano and

rosemary leaves in your hands to conjure

up the smell of spaghetti sauce. Switch to

scents of perfume by stepping over to the

adjacent rose garden.

A saunter onto the nearby bridge that

36 TEXAS HIGHWAYS March 2004

.% 'n-s ., -5\ .' dd !

d* ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f4 r , ' . v_ t} 1l y 1'9 P ,yz Ed

r c a a t sa
_rN y 7t a ,

~z4 ;~*- i -
A tf ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .~-i - 1KY. + f+,yf}i

s~m ', -. " a , SS t , t , q t/

i .ii..,.,!.. ' L. ' fS]. :_ _2-9 '' . . PP _ _ _ .

{^ ~~ ~ ~ ~ I I 3^S ' ' ry 'Y' I t

144 -A

5F:i ; r

}I r

lT k

F

tY

s



This way, that way, looks like anyway will take
you to some sort of special-purpose garden
here. With six to choose from, garden enthusiasts
can find inspiration and amazement.

crosses the slough takes you to a serene

view of the willow trees lining the banks.
Gossamer-winged dragonflies like Eastern
Amberwings and Blue Dashers hover low
over the still stream like miniature attack

helicopters waiting to strike gnats and flies.

In the spring and summer, Eastern Wood-

pewees sally over the stream from willow

branches to snatch all kinds of insects.
As you continue your walk along the

banks of the Colorado, over bridges that

cross a creek into prickly-ash woodlands,
and on paths through the cactus and palm

gardens, birds will be everywhere you look.

"I especially like the area near the palm
gardens and the Colorado River bank,"

says Diane Criswell Furr, a Nature Center

member. "I took a man with no birding ex-

perience on a tour, and as we approached

the palm gardens, he was surprised at the

number of species he hadn't seen before."

At the northeastern end of the park, the

wildflower field forms a giant palette of

color when the flowers bloom, from

March through September. Look for gold-

en coreopsis and pink evening primrose in

the spring, red-and-yellow gaillardia in late

spring and early summer, and bright yel-

low sunflowers in the fall. In spring and

summer, Scissor-tailed Flycatchers perform

aerial acrobatics over the field as they

assail grasshoppers, wasps, and bees, their

extra-long tails cutting the air.

More than likely, you'll find yourself

spending the better part of a morning or

afternoon meandering back and forth

through the park, and occasionally resting

on one of the many tree-shaded benches to

absorb the sights, smells, and sounds of

this lovely place. Take your time, and lux-

uriate in nature. *

GARY CLARK writes the weekly "Wonders
of Nature" column in the Houston Chronicle.
He is a board member of the Gulf Coast Bird
Observatory and a former president of the
Houston Audubon Society.

Nature photographer KATHY ADAMS CLARK
(www.kathyadamsclark.com) conducts numerous
photography workshops and teaches photogra-
phy at Leisure Learning, Inc., in Houston.
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Matagorda County Birding Nature Center
THE MATAGORDA County Birding Nature
Center is on Texas 35, 1.7 miles west of Bay
City. Hours: Daily from sunrise to sunset. Vol-
unteers staff a kiosk at the park entrance typi-
cally from 9-6, and they will provide you with
maps and brochures about the park and sur-
rounding areas. Admission: $3 per person,
$5 per carload, free for center members. Call
979/245-3336; www.mcbnc.org. (The Web
site has an extensive bird list.)

AREA ATTRACTIONS A brochure available
at the park's kiosk lists two dozen other nature
sites in Matagorda County. Among the natural
treasures within an hour's drive are the Clive
Runnels Mad Island Marsh Preserve, owned by
The Nature Conservancy of Texas. Visits to the
preserve are by appt. by phoning 361/972-
2559. Also nearby, Matagorda Beach is always
open to the public, and the San Bernard Natl.
Wildlife Refuge (979/964-3639) opens daily
from sunrise to sunset.

Adjacent to the Matagorda County Birding
Nature Center is Le Tulle Park, which has picnic
areas and 3 covered pavilions equipped with
barbecue pits and picnic tables.

Bay City, the seat of Matagorda County, was
named for the land dubbed "Bay Prairie" by
Stephen F. Austin's 1822 Anglo colonists. The
Matagorda County Museum, at 2100 Ave. F
provides an excellent historical exhibit on the
Matagorda region. The museum is in the former
Bay City post office, itself a Texas historical land-
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mark dating to 1918. Hours: Wed-Sat 1-5;
group tours available in the mornings by appt.
Admission: $4, $3 age 56 and older, $2 ages
3-18, free age 2 and younger. Call 979/245-
7502; www.matagordacountymuseum.org.

In the winter, the fallow rice fields surrounding
Bay City host thousands of snow geese and
sandhill cranes. Drive the county roads off Texas
35 and Texas 60 on early-winter mornings or
late-winter afternoons to see the spectacular

flights of geese and cranes.

The 100-acre, privately owned Riverside Park
a few miles south of Bay City has 74 campsites
(fee charged) with water and electricity, jogging
and nature trails, and boat ramps on the Colo-
rado River. Call 979/245-0340 for reservations.
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY

RANDY MALLORY
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TEXAS MUSICAL STYLE,
WESTERN SWING REMAI~
ONE OF THE FEW MUSICAL
TRADITIONS BORN IN THE

STATE AND THE SOUTH WEST.

1111""NK

i:

0N ITS F N D0(11000 , Austin's celebrated honky-tonk, the Broken Spoke, bold-

ly proclaims: "Through this door pass the best country-music dancers in the world."

Sure enough, as I mosey inside the low-ceilinged, neon sign-draped dance hall, couples

smoothly circle counterclockwise around a large wooden dance floor. Two-steppers form

a colorful flow of Western wear-men outfitted in cowboy boots and hats, and women

poured into tight-fitting jeans and sequined skirts. Barmaids deftly ferry drinks to

dancers sitting this one out, at tables topped with red-checkered cloths.

On a tiny, low stage at one end of the floor, fiddler Alvin Crow and his Pleasant Valley

Boys-regulars at the club-belt out irresistible, rhythmic Western Swing music. The

driving two-four beats of drums, bass, and closed-chord rhythm guitar set my feet tap-

ping in time. The mournful wail of a steel guitar and the lilt of Alvin's jazzy fiddle pull

at my heartstrings.

In a side room called the "Tourist Trap," club owners James and Annetta White show

off playbills, autographed photos, and other memorabilia of country-western legends

who have performed here-Willie Nelson, Roy Acuff, Ray Price, Ernest Tubb, and Floyd

Tillman among them. The faux-museum even boasts a cowboy hat, boots, and half-

smoked cigar of James' musical hero, Bob Wills, the King of Western Swing.

Perusing the Tourist Trap, I bump into a couple of tourists from Missouri eager to

experience "real Texas music." I assure them they've come to the right place for one of

W XO-S TP PIlN,' TOE - A
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[CLoCKwisE, FROM FACING PAGE] Alvin Crow and Gary P Nunn swing it in a Western way
at Austin's famous Broken Spoke. Former Texas Playboy Bobby Boatright (left) and
Dick Gimble (right) back up Buck Reams during the annual Texas Western Swing
Fiddling Showcase in Belton. Joyce and Gerald Payne of Gilmer dance to the music
at the Texas Natural & Western Swing Festival in San Marcos. Longtime Western
Swing bandleader Dave Alexander blows his horn at the Belton festival.

PPIN' WESTERN SWING
March 2004 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 39
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"WESTERN SWING IS BIG

BAND JAZZ PLAYED ON
STRINGS, RATHER THAN

HORNS," SAYS JOHNNY

GIMBLE, AN EX-TEXAS
PLAYBOY. "WE DO IT LIK
MILTON BROWN AND BOB

WILLS DID-PLAYERS GET

TO SOLO AND IMPROVISE .

the most "Texas" of Texas musical styles. Western Swing remains, indeed, one of the few

musical traditions born in Texas and the Southwest.

The roots of Western Swing grew out of the West Texas plains around the turn of the

20th Century. Rural families socialized at ranch dances, held on outdoor platforms or in

barns and homes. Simple string bands-fiddle, guitar, banjo, and sometimes mandolin-

played Old World hoedowns, waltzes, and schottisches, as well as American folk and

cowboy songs.

You still can two-step to ranch-dance music in the northeast corner of the Texas

Panhandle in tiny Lipscomb (pop. 38 people and 160 wild turkeys). Debby Opdyke and

Jan Luna operate the Naturally Yours Dance Platform next to their art gallery. On the

third Saturday night of each month, June through September, several hundred folks

show up for pit barbecue and open-air dancing to the music of string bands featuring

fiddlers Lanny Fiel (who teaches ranch-dance music to young players) and Frankie

McWhorter (who once played with Bob Wills).

A hundred miles south of Lipscomb, near Turkey, a young Bob Wills learned his musi-

I BOB WILLS AND THE TEXAS PLAYBOYS PHOTO COURTESY SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS COLLECTION, TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
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cal licks in a similar environment during the 1910s and 1920s. Wills played fiddle with

his father at ranch dances. He also labored in cotton fields, picking up blues and jazz

styles from black coworkers.

In 1929, Wills moved to Fort Worth and linked with others eager to blend white and

black styles. Wills partnered with singer Milton Brown and guitarist Herman Arnspiger

to form the Light Crust Doughboys. The Burrus Mill and Elevator Company soon hired

them to promote its flour on live radio shows aired by Fort Worth's powerful WBAP.

The string band garnered fans statewide. (The Light Crust Doughboys' radio show last-

ed until the 1950s, and the band, with different members, still performs today.)

In the 1930s, Brown formed his own band, the Musical Brownies, while Wills formed

the Texas Playboys. Their early innovations created what would later be dubbed

Western Swing (a term credited to West Coast swing musician Spade Cooley). At the

time, big swing bands-like Tommy Dorsey's and Harry James'-dominated the air-

waves and dance halls. To compete, Brown and Wills added musicians and adopted

sophisticated jazz styles with complex chord progressions and fluid improvisational

[CLOCKwISE, FROM FACING PAGE] The legendary
Bob Wills (fiddler at right) and his Texas
Playboys helped popularize Western Swing
in the Thirties. Glynn Duncan, brother of
Bob Wills' original vocalist, Tommy Duncan,
takes the stage during the 2003 Texas
Natural & Western Swing Festival's Hall of
Fame induction in San Marcos. On guitar,
Derwood Brown, brother of Western Swing
pioneer Milton Brown and an original mem-
ber of the Light Crust Doughboys, performs
at the San Marcos festival. Derwood was
inducted last year into the Texas Western
Swing Hall of Fame.
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RAY BENSON'S ASLEEP AT
THE WHEEL BECAME THE
NATIONAL TORCHBEARER
OF THE WESTERN SWING
COM EBA CK. "LIKE BLUE-
GRASS, WESTERN SWING
IS ONE OF THE GREAT
TRADITIONS OF AMERI-
CAN MUSIC, AND IT AIN'T
GOING AWAY," SAYS RAY.

Keeping the Western Swing flame alive for the last 30 years, Ray Benson, leader of Asleep at the
Wheel, performs at last year's Austin City Limits Music Festival.

solos. With Brown on vocals, the Brownies comprised the prototype Western Swing

group-two fiddles, guitar, banjo, bass, steel guitar, and piano. To boost his sound,

Brown added electric-amplified guitars, a first in country music. His influence was cut

short when he died in a car wreck in 1936.

Wills moved the Texas Playboys to Tulsa, Oklahoma, and he muscled up the band by

adding drums and horns to a rhythm section comprised of upright bass, banjo, and

rhythm guitar. The Texas Playboys' energetic sound could keep dancers hoppin' wherev-

er the band played. In 1940, Wills scored the first of many national hits, "New San

Antonio Rose." The charismatic bandleader even launched a Hollywood film career.

The music that Bob Wills popularized lost much of its national prominence after

World War II. But in the Lone Star State, the music lived on in honky-tonks and festi-

vals because it could swing, says America's best-known Western Swing fiddler, Johnny

Gimble of Dripping Springs.

"Western Swing is Big Band jazz played on strings, rather than horns," says Johnny,

an ex-Playboy who still performs around the state and hosts a swing fiddle camp each

summer in New Mexico. "We do it like Milton Brown and Bob Wills did-players get

to solo and improvise. When Bob pointed his fiddle bow at you, he expected your best

shot-play something different so songs never sounded the same twice. Then at the end,

everybody jammed together like a Dixieland band."

Improvisation sets Western Swing apart from commercial country music. Young

musicians "get it" at South Plains College in Levelland, where Joe Carr teaches a

Western Swing class as part of the commercial-music program. "Most of our kids go
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into Top 40 country music. But unlike Top 40, players solo in Western Swing, so stu-

dents love it." The kids take their show on the road in the school's Western Swing band,

the South Plains Playboys, which performs at festivals such as the annual Bob Wills Day

in Turkey (April 22-24, 2004).

For more than 30 years, Western Swing devotees have gathered each spring at Turkey's

old high school (also site of a Bob Wills Museum) for three days of swing music from for-

mer Texas Playboys. Many avid festival-goers are lifelong swing musicians themselves.

They circle their RVs in Turkey for all-day impromptu jam sessions. Like the veterans on

the festival schedule, they play familiar standards like "Maiden's Prayer," "Roly Poly,"

"Ida Red," "Corine, Corina," "Take Me Back to Tulsa," and the beloved "Faded Love."

Such standards fill the bills at other major Western Swing festivals in Texas.

At Belton's Texas Western Swing Fiddling Showcase (Mar. 20, 2004), a new genera-

tion of swing musicians gives the standards their own twist. Last year's show included

hotshot fiddlers Randy Elmore of Fort Worth and Jason Roberts of Austin, plus trum-

peter and bandleader Dave Alexander of Dallas.

Dave's father, trombonist Ashley Alexander Jr., played in bands with both Bob Wills and

his brother, Johnnie Lee Wills. Carrying on Bob Wills' music as well as his showmanship,

Dave and his Big Texas Swing Band perform each year at the Houston Livestock Show &

Rodeo, where Dave rides into the arena on a golden palomino horse while singing a swing-

ing tune. (Dave also produces a radio series, The World of Western Swing, which airs on

Dallas station KHYI, 95.3 FM, and Tyler station KKUS, 104.1 FM.)

In San Marcos, the Texas Natural & Western Swing Festival (May 22, 2004) show-

cases former Texas Playboys. Last year's festival included a number of Playboy exes-

vocalist Glynn Duncan, fiddler Bob Boatright, pianist Herb Remington, and bassist

Louise Rowe, the only female instrumentalist Wills ever hired. (He hired many women

singers.) The festival also presents a new roster of inductees to the Texas Western Swing

Hall of Fame at a stage show held on the banks of the San Marcos River.

i1 you wanna play n Texas, you gotta have
a fiddle player in the band. Fiddler Randy
Elmore of Fort Worth is proof at Belton's
Texas Western Swing Fiddling Showcase.

Ai gYvbi iici~o": ten Swngwing aa~aI tL It LIWii 1J. o r ap;layom a1 J;uinl':'.: QL i la auneti iwf ii ht).i lt Tomo
Holmes (right photo) sings with some help from the ladies, including Louise Rowe, Janet Lynn, and Dayna Wills (Bob Wills' niece), backed by a band
comprised in part of former Texas Playboys.
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EVEN IN CONCERT, WEST-
ERN SWING'S INFECTIOUS

BEAT KEEPS LISTENERS
DANCING IN THEIR SEATS.

Young Western Swing fiddler Damian Green
carries on the tradition in San Marcos.

Of the hundreds of musicians who played with Bob Wills, only 50 or so are still liv-

ing, says one of the most popular former Playboys, singer Leon Rausch of Fort Worth.

Rausch and ex-Playboy guitarist Tommy Allsup form the nucleus of the Bob Wills' Texas

Playboys band, which maintains an active concert schedule. Like most Playboy exes

these days, Rausch mostly plays concerts instead of dances. "Old-timers like us can't

play a dance for four hours straight like we used to," he says with a laugh.

Even in concert, Western Swing's infectious beat keeps listeners dancing in their seats.

Fiddler Johnny Gimble calls it "itchy feet": "When the music's swinging, it's hard to keep

your feet still." That beat, says Leon Rausch, is why Western Swing has survived six

decades virtually intact. "This is happy music. Even when the lyrics are sad, the dance

beat lifts your spirits," Leon explains. "Back in the early days, Bob Wills had a big hand

in getting people past their worries-the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl days, and

World War II. We're still doing that today."

During the 1950s and 1960s, Western Swing took a backseat to rock-'n'-roll and

rears in your beer" honky-tonk music. Many Western Swing musicians kept their day

jobs but kept playing just for the love of it. Others, most notably Hank Thompson and

rhe Brazos Valley Boys, found commercial success with both Western Swing and honky-

r()nk styles. (Thompson plans to end his 58-year career with a 2004 tour. Check for

Texas dates at www.hankthompson.net.)

Bob Wills died of pneumonia in 1975 and was buried in Tulsa's Memorial Park. His

epitaph quotes a line from his song "San Antonio Rose": "Deep within my heart lies a

melody." But before his death, the King witnessed a Western Swing revival. Country star

Merle Haggard paid him homage with the 1970 album A Tribute to the Best Damn

Fiddle Player in the World. Wills released his own final album with the Texas Playboys,
For the Last Time, in 1974, and two years later, Texas historian Charles Townsend

authored a biography, San Antonio Rose: The Life and Music of Bob Wills.

Austin's burgeoning music scene of the 1970s also helped restart the Western Swing

metronome. To promote roots music, a then-fledgling public television show called

Austin City Limits featured Texas Playboys reunion tapings several times. And local

band leaders, such as Ray Benson of Asleep at the Wheel and Alvin Crow, introduced

the swinging style to young listeners at venues like the Armadillo World Headquarters

and the Broken Spoke, which opened in 1964.

Benson's Asleep at the Wheel became the national torchbearer of the Western Swing

comeback. "From the start, the band tried to reconnect with America's musical roots.

We were fascinated with the cross-fertilization of cultural traditions found in Western

Swing," explains Ray, who was designated by the Legislature as the 2004 Texas State

Musician. "When I found Bob Wills' music, I knew that was the style I wanted to per-

form in a modern Big Band setting. This guy was amazing. He was the Elvis of his time!"

Two of Ray and the Wheel's many albums are tributes to the King of Western Swing:

Tribute To The Music Of Bob Wills (1993) and Ride with Bob (1999). The band's con-

sistently swinging sound has won it nine Grammys-most recently for a rendition of a

Wills hit, "Cherokee Maiden," in 2000, the same year the group toured Europe with
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Western Swing and country music mementos make the "Tourist Trap"
room at Austin's Broken Spoke an informative stop.

Bob Dylan. "We're not

trying to make this main-

stream music. We're just

trying to keep it alive and

well. Like bluegrass, West-

ern Swing is one of the

great traditions of Ameri-

can music, and it ain't go-

ing away," says Ray.

Back at Austin's Broken

>poke, I watch the two

Missouri tourists glide

around the dance floor as

Alvin Crow launches into a wild fiddle solo. The couple seem to have found what they

were looking for-a "real Texas music" experience. Indeed, by blending old fiddle tunes

with jazz, blues, and ethnic sounds-Mexican, German, and Cajun-Western Swing still

reflects the cultural heritage of Texas and the Southwest.

Besides, as fiddle virtuoso Johnny Gimble likes to say, quoting the old Duke Ellington/

Irving Mills hit, "It don't mean a thing if it don't have that swing."*

Tyler's RANDY MALLORY enjoyed learning more about Western Swing, a musical style that hs dad
has played all his life, and he got a kick out of interviewing some of the genre's notable legends.

!I ii t tLe U bUKeC poKe SpeaKS tO ie

music's appeal: It makes people wanna dance.

I- s' 1 Kick Up Your Heels Here!
WESTERN SWING music isfor
dancing...or, at least, serious toe-tap-

pin'. Here are festivals and venues for

experiencing Western Swing. You also

can track who's doing what when via
Western Swing Monthly (205 Sun-

shine Dr., Georgetown 78628; http://
wswing.home.texas. net).

FESTIVALS (all dates are 2004)

MAR. 20 7th annual Texas Western
Swing Fiddling Showcase, Bell Co.

Expo Center, Belton (254/939-
8390; www.texaswesternswing.com).

APR. 22-24 Bob Wills Day, Bob
Wills Center, 6th & Lyles, Turkey
(806/423-1253).

MAY 22 Texas Natural & Western
Swing Festival, downtown San
Marcos (512/393-8430).

JUNE 3-5 17th annual Legends
of Western Swing Music Festival,
Multi-Purpose Events Center,
1000 5th St., Wichita Falls (940/
716-5500; www.legendsofwestern

swing.com).

JUNE 8-12 Annual West Texas West-
ern Swing Music Festival, Scurry Co.
Coliseum, E. US 180/Coliseum Dr.,
Snyder (325/573-3558).

JULY 24 24th annual Legends of
Western Swing Show and Dance,
Grimes Co. Fairgrounds, FM 3455,
Navasota (877/946-4733).

OCT. 22-24 Annual Red Steagall
Cowboy Gathering and Western
Swing Festival, Historic Stockyards,
Fort Worth (817/444-5502; www.

theredsteagallcowboygathering.com).

DEC. 3 5th annual Cowboy Christ-
mas Ball, Old Settlers Park, 3300
Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock (512/

244-7445).

DEC. 18 4th annual Cowboy Christ-
mas Ball, Crowell Activity Center, 112

S. Main, Crowell (940/684-1670).

VENUES

Broken Spoke, 3201 S. Lamar Blvd.,
Austin (512/442-6189; www.broken
spokeaustintx.com).

Naturally Yours Dance Platform
and Gallery, downtown Lipscomb on

TX 305 (806/862-2900).

Other clubs sometimes featuring
Western Swing include: Cabaret
Dance Hall, 801 Main St., Bandera
(830/796-8166, www.cabaretdance
hall.com); Stampede Club, 1610

TX 350, Big Spring (915/267-2060,
www.jodynix.com); The Old Coupland
Inn & Dancehall, 101 Hoxie St.,
Coupland (512/856-2226, www.
couplanddancehall.com); Sons
of Hermann Hall, 3414 Elm St.,
Dallas (214/747-4422, www.sons

ofhermann.com); Pearl's Dance
Hall & Saloon, 302 W. Exchange
Ave., Fort Worth (817-624-2800,
www.pearlsdancehallandsaloon.

com); Stagecoach Ballroom, 2516
E. Belknap, Fort Worth (817/831-
2261, www.stagecoachballroom.
com); Cotton Club, 212 E. Davilla,
Granger (512/859-0700, www.
cottonclubandsteakhouse.com);
and Leon Springs Dancehall,
24135 -10 W., San Antonio (210/
698-7072, www.leonspringsdance
hall.com).
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LONE MAN COMMANDS THE STAGE

in one of the big-top tents on the

grounds of Denton's Civic Center

Park. His name is Kala Jojo; he is

a teller of African tales. Clothed in

a colorful tunic, "The Tall Story-

teller" from Philadelphia plucks an mbira

(thumb-piano) and other African musical instru-

ments and tells soul-stirring stories of his Afri-

can-American heritage.

In a neighboring tent, master storyteller Gayle

Ross, wearing a beaded vest that hints of her
Cherokee ancestry, moves her listeners to tears

with one of her many Native American legends.

In still another area, Elida Bonet captures the

essence of the Hispanic Southwest with her story

of La Llorona, the weeping woman who search-

es for her lost children.
Thus speakers at the Texas Storytelling Fes-

tival in Denton carry on the ancient art of story-

telling, which dates to the birth of language. The
tradition flourishes today as part of many Texas

events and gatherings. The appreciation for a

well-told tale seems almost genetic in Texans,
like a yen for barbecue or Mexican food.

Each March since 1985, storytellers from

throughout Texas and beyond have gathered in

Denton to participate in the festival, the oldest such event in the state. The performers-and

their audiences, which number about 8,000 annually and include

_ adults and children alike-come to celebrate the triumph of the

spoken word and, more importantly, to learn how to build gen-

erational and cultural bridges using stories. Nature adds a bonus

for festival-goers: the early-spring flowering of redbuds, bluebon-

nets, and other wildflowers found throughout the area.

During the four-day celebration, devotees of the art of sto-

rytelling tell tales, swap stories, and participate in workshops

in which they consider story plots, review the use of dialogue,
and learn gestures. After all, you can't just tell a story. You have to

know how to tell it.

The past 30 years have witnessed a rebirth in the United States of the ancient prac-

tice of storytelling as a performance art. Frequent presentations in schools, universi-

ties, churches, retirement homes, and bookstores, and at reunions and even mort-

gage-burning parties, have helped restore storytelling to prominence. These spoken-

word concerts hold audiences in rapt attention, as if the medium had alerted a sixth

sense in its listeners.

With the power of their words, storytellers of all ages and styles transport listeners to other times,
other places, and other cultures. At the 2003 Texas Storytelling Festival in Denton, Kala Jojo (facing
page) tells tales of his African-American ancestry while playing traditional African instruments such

as the kora, a lute-harp; fifth-grader Paul Porter (above) of Nacogdoches graphically and comically
describes "The Texas Tick"; and retired professor of English Donna Ingham (left) reaches out to
audiences with stories of her Panhandle childhood.
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sometimes appear in distinctive garb, such
as the western duds worn by "The Old Texan;'
Doc Moore, many use only their words to
bring their stories to life. Young Chantel
Brown of Coppell, on the other hand, relishes
wearing a grown-up gown while relating "The
Gingerbread Boy;" and some festival visitors,
such as Debbie Davis, a.k.a. "Honey Bunny;"
and her furry sidekick, prefer to dress in char-
acter for the occasion. On stage, the team of
Gene and Peggy Helmick-Richardson, the
"Twice Upon a Time Storytellers, spin stories
that appeal to all audiences.

Some 19 years ago, five Texans-
Jeannine Pasini Beckman, Ted Colson,
Elizabeth Ellis, Rosanna Herndon, and

the late Finley Stewart-began the

Texas Storytelling Festival in Denton.

The group had observed the popularity
of the first National Storytelling
Festival, which took place in Jonesboro,
Tennessee, in 1973, and they felt that

4 got,
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Texans could outshine anybody when it

came to telling tales. That may be

arguable, but there's no contesting this art

form's popularity in the state.

The same five Texans joined with others

to found the Denton-based Tejas Story-

telling Association. Besides individual mem-

bers, the association boasts the affiliated
membership of more than 25 storytelling

clubs, called guilds, all of which meet

monthly. Their members travel frequently,
" telling stories in diverse settings. Interest

has proven so great that while many story-

,/ tellers indulge their art for the fun of it, nu-
merous others can now earn a comfortable

living by following the storytelling circuit.
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W hile Denton hosts its festival in earlyspring, the South Texas town of George
West, known as the "Storytelling Capital

of Texas;" spins its own narrative spree the first
weekend of each November. Part county fair,
part storytelling festival, the George West Story-
fest (November 5-7, 2004) offers a totally
Texan ambiance.

This fall, the Fest will celebrate its 16th year,
kicking off at 6:30 a.m. on Friday with a free
community breakfast of coffee and tasty tacos
at the historic Buck West House. Each year, the
event resumes on Friday evening, when festival-
goers spend time "on the trail" at the Live Oak
County Fairgrounds learning how cooks in the
1800s prepared a meal on a cattle drive. Fol-
lowing the culinary lesson, participants enjoy a
dinner served from an authentic 19th-Century
chuck wagon. Entertainment follows: music,
storytelling, cowboy poetry, and a silent auction.

Saturday's festivities usually start at 10 a.m.
on the Live Oak County courthouse square with
a parade of little red wagons, decorated and
pulled by adults and children alike.

After the parade, the storytelling begins with
the presentation of rich regional tales, as told
by such popular performers as Elizabeth Ellis
of Dallas, Native American Gayle Ross of Freder-
icksburg, Bil Lepp of West Virginia, and others
from across the nation. The local J. Frank Dobie
Folklore Society offers a special presentation

Performances vary in style. Storytellers

may be puppeteers, balladeers, pitchmen,
raconteurs, or folklorists, as they weave

their fascinating tales. All rely on the

power of their words to stir their listeners'

imaginations. Some accompany their pre-

sentations with music.

The storytelling procedure is straight-
forward: Tell good stories with intriguing

plots and interesting dialogue. Tell them

with intelligence, insight, and strategy. Tell

stories that teach universal truths, that

frighten, inspire, or pique the listeners'
curiosity, or stories that produce nostalgia.

Above all, tell stories that paint strong,
colorful mental images.

Native American folklore, for example,
offers a treasure-trove of story subjects.

Gayle Ross brings to vibrant life the figure

E JACQ

a r

Each fall, the "Storytelling Capital of Texas" holds George
Storyfest, an event that celebrates the spoken word in typ
Texas style. Here, Patricia Hightower of Georgetown demo
the skill of pioneer cooking and the fun of pioneer wit.

from the works of the late folklorist, who was
born in Live Oak County near George West. The
festival also features historical reenactments,

of "Buzzard," who, at the dawn of cre-

ation, used his powerful wings to carve

out the Earth's valleys and mountains. She

tells another tale about Buzzard that

explains his baldness: The rascally bird
burned off his head-feathers when he tried

to steal fire. Gayle, a descendant of John
Ross, principal chief of the Cherokee

nation during the Trail of Tears, also offers
a workshop session about Native Amer-

ican pourquoi (French for "why") tales,
which explain how and why things came
to be and, in ancient times, helped people

to make sense of their world.
Each day of the festival pulsates with

diversity, excitement, camaraderie, and an

occasional dash of the downright weird.

Take, for instance, the presentations of

Dan Gibson, storyteller, poet, banjo pick-

March 2004 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 49

UES MOYMHAN

quilt displays, and sales and demon-
strations of diverse homemade crafts.
Children especially enjoy a petting
zoo and a large games area, which
features a dunking booth, a cakewalk,
and other activities.

Last year, an interesting exhibit
featured Patricia Hightower of
Georgetown. Dressed in pioneer
garb, Patricia demonstrated how to

cook over an open fire using a Dutch

oven. Her recipe for Hoppin' John,
a Southern dish made with rice and
black-eyed peas, proved delicious.

Around the square, bales of hay
serve as chairs, and live oak trees
and tents provide shade. As at most
such events, the George West Story-
fest calls for comfortable, casual
dress-jeans are the uniform of
the day. In the evening, after a round
of ghost stories, a street dance
enables couples to show off their
best Texas two-steppin' styles.

West On Sunday, visitors can attend an
)ical
nstrates hour-and-a-half or so of sacred story-

telling at a local host church. The
morning provides a fitting finale to a

weekend of good old Texas tale-telling in the
Storytelling Capital of Texas.

-DEE JACQUES MOYNIHAN

er, and "certified liar," a title he earned as

first-place winner of the Houston Liars

Contest in 2000 and 2003. Dan delights in
plucking tall tales from his wide repertoire,
such as one about the self-skinning skunk

and another about laser-guided biting flies.

Choogie Kingfisher, who sports a modi-
fied Mohawk haircut and long feathery

earrings, tells powerful tales of his Cher-

okee ancestry, highlighting the wealth of

emotion and bonding brought about when

children respect their elders. He ends his

presentation by playing the mournful tune

"Going Home" on the flute in tribute to

his grandmother.

Many of the storytellers have decades of

experience as teachers, principals, and librar-

ians. Some, such as Donna Ingham, were

once university professors. A retired English



Accompanied by her parrot, lala, Susan Uurvich attends the Denton festival each year and provides a
colorful "bird-sighting" for children and grownups alike. Susan's husband, Paul Porter (no relation to
the young Nacogdoches performer pictured on page 47), is the event's stage manager.

professor, Donna was a Denton headliner

in both 2002 and 2003. In between travel-
ing to storytelling festivals, she teaches story-

telling at the University of Texas at Austin.
A number of her popular

stories weave narratives

about her childhood in
the Texas Panhandle.

Another crowd fa-

vorite, silver-haired Joe
"Doc" Moore, was a

teacher for more than
30 years. He strides on-
to the stage dressed as a

circuit rider, a medi-
cine-show pitchman, or

as "The Old Texan," a
spinner of Texas folk
tales. In a slow, grandfa-
therly drawl, Doc tells
about his family, his

grandchildren, and his
youth in Turkey, Texas.
Because of his measured
style, he has earned a rep-

utation as the speaker

with the extra "grand-

pa gene."
Petite, 81-year-old Festival-goers exch

Kathryn Windham of DVDs, books, and

Selma, Alabama, fills the stage with her
honeyed Southern drawl, which quickly
warms and delights her audience. Her sto-

ries focus on Southern scenes such as

hometown watering holes and life during
the Depression. Her favorite story de-
scribes an experience at her high school
graduation. Determined not to swelter

under hot caps and gowns, she and a
friend decided to wear only undergarments

beneath their graduation robes. To their

chagrin, they learned during the ceremony

that, after receiving their diplomas, they

were expected to take off their gowns and

turn them in at the end of the line.

Choosing discretion over obedience, they
opted to turn in their gowns late.

The Denton festival follows a similar
schedule each year. Thursday morning's

performances, for example, center on sto-

ries for youngsters and for families. This
year, a noon storytelling concert will honor

mothers and mother-figures and will
include a discussion, titled "From Our

Mothers' Hands," that focuses on quilting,
embroidery, and other handwork.

Each day, after registering and paying a
minimal fee, visitors choose from a variety

of programs, such as how-to workshops,
presentations by a storytelling group that

specializes in Texana, and individual per-
formances by narrators who focus on tra-

4

4

ange pleasantries in the registration tent, where a shopping area sells storytelling items such as CDs,
posters. Each year, the popular Denton event averages some 8,000 attendees and participants.

50 TEXAS HIGHWAYS March 2004



ditional Native American stories, war sto-

ries, or tales of hard times.

On Friday morning, schoolchildren

from throughout Texas attend a series of

concerts, while an audience of all ages en-

joys afternoon and evening concerts that

bring tales from the festival's headliners.

Saturday includes events such as two hours

of traditional Native American storytelling

and, this year, a lively presentation by Liz

Carpenter, who was press secretary for

former first lady Lady Bird Johnson.

Other festival highlights include ghost

stories on Thursday night and dynamic
presentations by the festival's headliners at

popular Friday- and Saturday-evening

concerts. For night owls, Friday's Late Nite

Liars Concert (which starts at 10:30) fea-

tures four to six storytellers who regale lis-

teners with shaggy dog tales, Texas leg-

ends, and urban untruths. The Texas Story-

telling Festival offers stories for just about

everyone.

Karen Morgan, executive director of the

Tejas Storytelling Association, spearheads

the huge annual festival. This year, says

Karen, the event (March 25-28) will host

another outstanding lineup of professional

storytellers from Texas and from around

the nation, including many of the 2003

artists. The festival proves more popular

with each passing year.

"In the past, the Texas Storytelling Fes-

tival was one of Denton's best-kept se-

crets," says Karen. "Now, it's a community

event that's a real crowd-pleaser. Both the

city and its citizens get behind the festival

with monetary support and wonderful vol-

unteer efforts, turning this event into fun for

the whole family and one that enriches eve-

ryone culturally and historically," she says.

"We've had storytellers as young as five

and others well into their eighties sharing

stories that make you laugh until your

sides hurt, and other stories that make

you think about sacrifices given for our

country," says Karen. "You may hear

about someone's stingy uncle who gets

into trouble for hunting out of season or

about a self-sacrificing grandma who

reminds you of women in your own fam-

ily. You'll never forget some of these tales,
and we hope they'll inspire you to tell

some of your own."

-s Storytelling Festivals
DENTON lies about 35 miles northwest
of Dallas. This year, the 19th annual
Texas Storytelling Festival takes place
Mar. 25-28, at Denton's Civic
Center Park, a few blocks north-
east of downtown. Look for the cir-
cus-style tents amid tall trees. SAN

General admission prices vary: Day-
time tickets, $5 per session; evening tickets, $10
per session; ages 3-18 half-price; age 2 and
younger free. Some general sessions free. A Tiny
Tots session (includes snack) costs $3 per per-
son. Fees for classes in the art of storytelling
range from $15-$50. Buy tickets at the red-top
tent. On the festival grounds, booths sell food
such as corndogs, popcorn, and drinks. Books,
tapes, and other items are sold in the registra-
tion tent. Call 940/387-8336; www.tejasstory
telling.com.

For lodging and dining information, call
the Denton Convention and Visitor Bureau,
382-7895 or 888/381-1818; www.discover
denton.com.

GEORGE WEST is about 90 miles south of
San Antonio on US 281. The George West Story-
fest takes place Nov. 5-7, 2004. The community
breakfast (at the historic Buck West House) and
the chuck-wagon dinner (at the Live Oak County

Fairgrounds, between George West and Three
Rivers) occur Fri.; the street dance is on Sat.

Storytelling takes place Sat. and Sun. No charge
for admission to the fest or to the breakfast;

nominal fees for the dinner and dance.
For information about the fest, call Becky Allen

at 888/600-3121; www.georgeweststoryfest.org.

The 2004 festival features more than

50 storytellers, several of whom are in-

ternationally known.

Charlotte Blake Alston, from Phila-

delphia, presents lively stories from the

African and African-American oral and

cultural traditions. Like Kala Jojo, she

often enhances her performances with

sounds from African musical instruments

such as the mbira and the 21-stringed kora.

Acclaimed storyteller and award-winning

teacher and author Syd Lieberman of

Chicago brings to the festival his signature

versions of World War I stories and Jewish

and literary tales, while Mary Gay Ducey

tells powerful stories of unforgettable

characters drawn from her ancestry of

Southern women who treasured spunk,

independence, and a sassy mouth. She also

To learn about lodging and dining in the area,
call the George West Chamber

, of Commerce, 361/449-
DENTON 2033 or 888/909-3514;

COLLEGE STATION www.georgewest.org.
COLLGE SAT10 HOUSTON

ANTONO STON STORYTELLING
GLETN ELSEWHERE Many

GEORGE WEST
other festivals and celebrations

throughout Texas now feature or
include storytelling performances.

Some examples: The annual Houston Liars
Contest, sponsored by the Houston Storytellers
Guild, Apr. 17; 713/827-2620; www.houston
storytellers.org. Texas Folklife Festival in San
Antonio, June 10-13; 210/458-2390; www.
texasfolklifefestival.org. Houston Storytelling
Festival, Sep. 10-11; 713/827-2620. Skyline
Screamers (ghost stories concert), Houston,
Oct. 23; 713/827-2620. Straight from the
Heart: A Weekend of Storytelling, Denton,
Nov. 12-13, produced by the Tejas Story-
telling Assn.; 940/387-8336; www.tejas
storytelling.com.

In addition, at Texas A&M, the Univ. Libraries
and the College of Education and Human
Development conduct a storyteller-in-residence
program on the College Station campus that
promotes the benefits of multicultural story-

telling in the classroom. For more information,
call 979/862-3070; email: janeasmith
@tamu.edu.

Want to become a storyteller? To learn about
Texas storytelling guilds and events in your area,
contact the Tejas Storytelling Assn. at the num-

ber listed above.

evokes strong emotional response with her

story of the tragic Triangle Shirtwaist

Factory Fire, which killed 146 women in

New York City in 1911. Mary Gay, who

now lives in California, is a leader in the

American storytelling renaissance.

Each year, the Denton festival enables

people who love a well-told tale to enjoy

spirited and spellbinding performances.

Stories of Texas, then and now, as well as

tales of other places and characters, bind

the present to the past in poetic harmony

both magnificent and intimate. *

DEE JACQUES MOYNIHAN of San Antonio
wrote about South Texas rancher Dona Maria
del Carmen Calvillo in the August 2002 issue.

Dallas freelance photographer REID HORN's
photographs first appeared in Texas Highways
in September 1993.
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THE SACRED HARP SINGING TRADITION THRIVES IN TEXAS

HE TINY FARMING COMMUNITY OF MCMAHAN, WHICH SITS AT THE

crossroads of Farm Roads 713 and 86, about 25 miles east of San

Marcos, is barely a speck on the Texas map. But McMahan's centerpiece,

the Bethel Primitive Baptist Church, looms large in the community and in

the history of Sacred Harp singing, an early American a cappella gospel form that

spread to Texas from Alabama

and Georgia in the mid-1800s.

Sacred Harp singing, named for

a popular compilation of hymns,

anthems, and spirituals titled The

Sacred Harp and published in

Georgia in 1844, is also known as

shape note singing because of its

unusual musical notation. Each a

note in the scale is scripted as a ' ,

shape, and each shape has a

name-right triangle (fa), circle

(sol), block (la), and diamond

(mi). Taught to rural congregations by itinerant singing teachers in the 1800s and early

1900s, shape note singing was traditionally seated in the American South. But in the

past 25 years, it has migrated to student centers, meeting halls, living rooms, and

church sanctuaries from Minnesota to Maine, and from California to New York.

And now, shape note singing has seen its Hollywood debut. Last year, director

Anthony Minghella (The English Patient) and music producer T-Bone Burnett (O

Brother, Where Art Thou?) recorded a traditional shape note singing at the Liberty

Baptist Church in Henegar, Alabama, for the soundtrack of Minghella's recent Civil

War film, Cold Mountain, starring Nicole Kidman, Jude Law, and Ren6e Zellweger.

The form of singing known as Sacred Harp and shape note singing takes its name from a 19th-Century
hymnbook titled The Sacred Harp, published by Benjamin Franklin White in Hamilton, Georgia, in 1844.
According to the recently published Handbook of Texas Music, the "sacred harp" is "the human voice
singing hymns to God:'

BY KATHRYN EASTBURN

PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHUCK WFST
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Phnawindy, late afternoon last March, Tom Owen of Lockhart and his 83-year-oldfather, Curtis, prepared for the 103rd annual Southwest Texas Singing Con-

vention, to be held on Saturday and Sunday at their family's church. Set high

on a hill overlooking a hog farm in the valley below, Bethel celebrated its sesquicen-

tennial in 2002. A neat, blond-brick sanctuary built in the early 1950s has replaced

a 1901 clapboard church, now refitted as a kitchen and dining room. To the left on

the closely mown lawn stands an outdoor tabernacle, a covered concrete slab housing

rows of picnic tables, where dinner on the ground is served when the weather permits.

Father and son wipe down tables and unload crates of white sandwich bread. Overhead,
the gnarled branches of a venerable mesquite shelter the church grounds from the

intense spring sunlight.
"My great-grandfather moved from Dozier, Alabama, in 1893," says Tom. "He was

the first chairman of the singing convention in 1900."

"All my kids and grandkids sing Sacred Harp," adds Curtis proudly. "It's been in our

family for over 100 years."

SACRED HARP SINGING,

also known as shape note

and "fasola" singing,

originated in the American

South. In the past 25 years,

it has migrated to student

centers, meeting halls,

living rooms, and church

sanctuaries across the nation.

[.

Katie Moseley (top photo) of Lockhart leads a hymn at last year's Southwest Texas Singing Convention in McMahan. Above (left photo, foreground) are
Melissa Rowell of Houston, her daughter Kathryn, and longtime singer Edith Owen of McMahan. Like many other Sacred Harp devotees, Myra Palmer (right
photo, above) of Garden Valley has been singing Sacred Harp since she was a child.
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McMahan's Bethel Primitive
Baptist Church was founded
in 1852. A century later,
this brick structure replaced
the turn-of-the-20th-Century
clapboard church.

The singing

The next morning, Saturday, cars fill
the yard of the Bethel Primitive
Baptist Church, and inside, the rau-

cous sounds of homecoming fill the air.

Throw pillows and afghans from home are
spread across the hard wooden pews. At

9:30 a.m., promptly, the singing begins

after a brief opening prayer.

Four groups of singers sit in folding

chairs and on pews, facing inward to form

a "hollow square." The secretary of the

convention calls out the leader's name,
and a volunteer moves to the center of

the square, where he announces the

number of the song to be sung-#218,

"Mount Pleasant."
The tenors, forming one side of the

square, sing the melody

line, second staff from

r-T the bottom in their

- songbooks. Altos, seat-

' ed directly across from
the tenors, sing the line

directly above. Basses,
seated to the left, read from the bottom
staff, and treble singers, to the right, sing

the top line. A mixture of men and women

of all ages fills each section, with the

exception of the basses. The song is sung
through once using only the names of the

shapes-fa, sol, la, mi-then is sung with

the words.

The sound that arises is passionate and

soulful, growing stronger with each verse.
Sacred Harp tunes, often written in minor

keys, are notable for their mournful har-

monies. They are usually sung at full vol-

ume at a relatively quick pace.
About three songs in, a young man with

closely cropped hair and a ruddy complex-
ion steps to the middle of the square.

Shyly, he introduces his song selection, in

--- NbFi lfiL __-

Texas State University music professor Morris Nelms (left photo, above) marks time with the up-and-down hand motion typical of Sacred Harp singing. A
brief church scene in the recent Civil War movie Cold Mountain shows Nicole Kidman using this time-keeping motion as she sings. Singings may go on all
day, for several days. Each day at noon, a traditional "dinner on the ground;' or potluck lunch, is provided by the host group.
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honor of the Texas soldiers recently

deployed to Iraq-#484, "My Country

'Tis of Thee."
Eyes meet across the square as the

singers' voices rise in unfamiliar harmonies

to the familiar tune. Some voices break as

others gather strength. Women and men

alike dab their eyes as they sing the climac-
tic verse in loud voices:

Let music swell the breeze,

And ring from all the trees

Sweet freedom's song.

Let mortal tongues awake;

Let all that breathe partake;
Let rocks their silence break,

The sound prolong.

Sacred Harp singing is proudly and defi-
antly nondenominational. A song's spiritu-

al dimension and interpretation are differ-

ent for each individual singer, but the expe-

rience of singing in this inward-facing
group is powerful. Sacred Harp is partici-
patory music, experienced singers will tell

you, not performance music, and the fel-

lowship experienced while singing is just as

important as the musical execution.

The young man exits the square smiling,
and the secretary calls on an officer to say

a blessing for lunch-a massive potluck

dinner spread out in the church kitchen.



T-

a

-i vit;' e, " .'. _ ̂ . , re
w vip Autsand Edith Owen (left foreground) and kinfolk gather before the 1901 church building, which

now serves as a lunchroom. Members of the Owen family have been singing Sacred Harp for more
than a century.

PROUDLY and defiantly

nondenominational, Sacred

Harp is participatory music,

and the fellowship experi-

enced while singing is just

as important as the musical

execution. A song's spiritual

dimension and interpreta-

tion are different for each

individual singer.

Dinner on the ground

1 raditional singing conventions gofrom 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. for two
days, with an hourlong lunch at noon

both days. Members of the host congrega-

tion provide the food, each cook trying to
outdo the other with the best coconut

cake, the freshest vegetable casserole, the

finest homemade sweet pickles. At the cen-

ter of the Southwest Texas Convention

table is a huge platter of Kreuz (pro-

nounced 'krites') smoked sausages, a

regional specialty from nearby Lockhart.

Singers and spectators crowd around

the long tables, their plates filled to spilling
over with home-cooked food. Barbara

Moore, a singer from Pearland, greets old

friends and singers from out-of-state. She

wears a button that says: "Time spent

singing is not deducted from your life."

Across the table, singing enthusiast

Gaylon Powell nibbles on a chicken leg.

Asked how long he's been singing, Gaylon
laughs. "Two weeks before my fourth

birthday, according to the Lampasas Prim-
itive Baptist Church minutes of 1966, I led
my first song," he says. Minutes are kept
at all Sacred Harp singings, a running
record of leaders and songs. Gaylon's

mother and father, he adds, were fourth-

and third-generation singers, respectively.

Sisters Myra Smith Palmer of Garden

Valley and Myrl Smith Jones of Tyler
share stories of going to singing school
when they were little girls in a small

church in East Texas. Their teacher, Tom

"Pappy" Denson of Alabama, was a
Sacred Harp pioneer, and his descendants
continue to carry on the tradition today,
both as members of the Sacred Harp pub-
lishing company's board of directors and

as avid singers. "He called the girls 'babe'
and the boys 'son,"' says Myra, smiling
into her potato salad.

-;T T 
-X 6 s ;

State historical marker tells the story of
M ah'sBethel Primitive Baptist Church, where

the 104th annual Southwest Texas Singing Con-
vention takes place May 29 and 30. The public is
welcome to join the heartfelt singing or just listen.
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Some 50 and more years ago, members of the
large Smith family of Garden Valley all sang Sa-
cred Harp. Now, sisters MyrI Smith Jones (left)
of Tyler and Myra Smith Palmer (right) of Garden
Valley keep the family tradition alive.

When dinner is over, the singing recom-

mences at a rapid pace. The next day, the

ritual continues, with a memorial service

before the noon meal to remember singers

who have died in the past year. Morris

Nelms, a professor of music composition

at Texas State University and an officer of

the singing convention, offers words hon-

oring those who have passed, and reflects

on the significance of Sacred Harp singing

in the contemporary world.

"Sacred Harp is living music," says

Morris. "It reconnects us to our past the

way a lot of music doesn't. It has remained
relatively unchanged since the Colonial

period. It could be argued that George

Washington heard it. It's a chance to step
into American history."

By the end of the second day, new

friendships have been sealed, and voices

are hoarse from singing. Families pose for

photographs in front of the church ceme-

tery. Singers hug and exchange addresses

and telephone numbers, then hesitantly

climb into their cars.

The rural highway leading away from

McMahan is lined with patches of wildflow-

ers. Down the hill, a goat scratches its head

on the lower limbs of a live oak tree, a lazy

herd of black cattle basks in the sun. Along

creek bottoms, tree trunks grow thick with

new green leaves. In the breeze, the sound of

hundreds of voices raised, the haunting, joy-

ful noise of the Sacred Harp, still lingers.*

KATHRYN EASTBURN is founding editor of
the alternative newsweekly Colorado Springs
Independent. This is her first article for Texas
Highways.

CHUCK WEST is a freelance photographer liv-
ing in San Marcos. This is his first assignment
for Texas Highways.

ESSENTIALS Sacred Harp/Shape Note Singing
SACRED HARP singings, which
in Texas take place every month,
welcome new participants and lis-
teners. Books to buy or share are
usually available. A list of all Sacred
Harp singings in the United States
is at www.fasola.org. Singings in
Texas are listed at www.flash.net/-
gaylon/. The following is a partial list.

MONTHLY SINGINGS
IN TEXAS

AUSTIN 4th Sat., 10 a.m.-noon.
Trinity United Methodist Church, 600 E. 50th St.
For more information, call Morris Nelms at
512/395-8397; email: jazzmonk@hotmail.com.

DALLAS-FORT WORTH 3rd Sat., 1-3 p.m. First
Primitive Baptist Church, 1920 Gross Rd., Dallas.
Call Bruce or Beverly Coates, 972/476-9937,
email: bcoates2@flash.net; or Cheryl Foreman,
214/497-9911, email: cf91@yahoo.com.

HOUSTON 3rd Sun., 3-5 p.m. Moore School
of Music at Univ. of Houston, entrance 16 off
Cullen Blvd. Call Crystal Visco, 713/910-7855;

email: cdvisco@yahoo.com; http:
//home.houston.rr.com/visco/
SacredHarp.htm.

ANNUAL TEXAS
SINGING CONVENTIONS

FEBRUARY 4th Sun. and Sat.
before; 12th annual Texas State
Convention, College Station

Conference Center, 1300 George
Bush Dr., College Station. Call
Gaylon Powell, 512/258-7080,
for details.

MARCH, APRIL, or MAY Month varies; event takes
place the first 5th Sun. of spring and the Sat. be-

fore (May 29-30, 2004); 104th annual Southwest
Texas Singing Convention, Bethel Primitive Baptist
Church, FM 713, McMahan, between Bastrop and
Luling. Call Tom Owen, 512/398-6075.

AUGUST 2nd Sun. and Sat. before; 136th annual
East Texas Convention, Henderson Community
Center, S. High St., Henderson. Call John or Emmie
Morris, 903/898-2510. This is Texas' oldest
Sacred Harp convention.
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Shipping & Handling (See ad for chart)

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).

TOTAL

Product order
must include
payment.

Credit card
orders are
also accepted
by phone.
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It's as easy as 1-2-3 to order products by mail:
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2. Remember to include your payment.

3. Enclose in an envelope and mail to:
Texas Highways
PO Box 149233
Austin, Texas 78714-9233
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-one Star Music and -Wildflowers ... Always in Seasc

The Handbook of Texas Music
393 pages, 130 black-and-white photogra
index by subject and author, paperback

#36129......$21.95

Texas Hi

Slip Cas
Color: Hunt

#34105....

Texas Music T-Shirt
100% Heavyweight preshrunk cotton
Color: White Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

#38113.......$17.95

Bluebonnets to Boot
Scoopneck Shirt

100% preshrunk cotton, embroidered
with "TEXAS WILDFLOWERS"

Color: Blue Sizes: S, M, L, XL

#38106.......$21.95

Wildflowers of Texas Puzzle
1,000 pieces, 24" x 30" finished size

#37105.......$16.95

ON Tex

. r~- 9

ful

' q,136
y #3

}la ~4 * UlN' b -" in

phs, i

highways

se
er Green

..$10.95 each : :..

Bluebonnet Note Cards
2 images, 5 cards each image,

10 cards, 10 envelopes
Size: 6" x 4/4"

1 #35131.......$12.00

as Cooking-
It's A Whole

other Cuisine!
ages, 9" x 11%"
1 color throughout,
recipes, hardcover

6128......29
Our Price $24.95

j' %h7i;
s kM^

-4

Wildflowers of Texas-
Portfolio of Note Cards
12 cards, 12 envelopes,
3 each of 4 images
Approximate size: 4 2" x 5 /2"

#35136.......$11.95U.S. S H PIPPIN G & H AND LIN G
Up to $15.00 .......... $5.50 $110.01 to $135.00 ...... $14.25
$15.01 to $25.00 ...... $6.50 $135.01 to $160.00 ...... $16.75
$25.01 to $50.00 ...... $8.50 $160.01 to $200.00 ...... $18.00
$50.01 to $80.00 ..... $10.50 $200.01 and over ........ $20.00
$80.01 to $110.00 . . . .$12.25

Shipping prices are per each address. Please allow up to 2 weeks for regular U.S.
delivery. Add $10.00 for Express Handling (delivery within 3 business days after
receipt of your order). Express Handling is not available for post office addresses
u outside the U.S.

For orders delivered outside the U.S., please add $12.00 to the U.S. S&H prices.
International shipping times vary.

SALES'
For all delveriPs in Texas pleasP add 8 25 e

THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS

H I G H W A Y S 5C41

alpC ta to t rtal order (products + S&H).
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UTH J Fun finds along the road

Urban Delights IN THE DALLAS ARTS DISTRICT By Ann Gallaway

- n
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M Y DAUGHTER put the matter
succinctly: "Excitement like

this is contagious." She had

caught the spirit of exhilaration exud-

ed by the knowledgeable and hard-

working folks who are making the

Dallas Arts District the place to be and

see these days.

Longtime stalwarts like the Dallas Mu-
seum of Art (DMA)-refurbished and still
glowing from its 2003 centennial celebra-

tion-and the Meyerson Symphony Center

anchor the 62-acre area, the nation's largest

downtown expanse dedicated to the arts.

Add to that the newer Crow Collection of

Asian Art and the recently unveiled-and

stunning-Nasher Sculpture Center, all
within walking distance of each other. A

visit in October proved, well, superb. In all,

Genesis, a mosaic by Miguel Covarrubias outside
the Dallas Museum of Art entrance, honors Indian
cultures of both the U.S. and Mexico.

13 arts organizations, including the Dallas
Theater Center's Arts District Theater and

Dallas Black Dance Theatre, call the

District home. Watching over it all, the Arts

District Friends help direct the emergence

of this already-wondrous zone into some-

thing even more spectacular.

Plans for a new Performing Arts Center,
designed in part by the celebrated Dutch

architect Rem Koolhaas, go forward, its

opening scheduled for 2009. With the
Renzo Piano-designed Nasher and I.M.
Pei's Meyerson-not to mention Mexican

architect Ricardo Legorreta's new Latino

Cultural Center a few blocks east, and

plans in place for Spanish architect San-
tiago Calatrava's Trinity River Bridge just

to the south-it's watch out, Fort Worth;

*Bring in this ad for $1 Of one adult admission

An Artisans Festival
March 20 & 21, 9 a.mi. to 3p.m1.
Come eelehrate the heat of nature in art. Artists and artisans
show and sell their crafts.

For more information
about other spring events,
go to www.wildflower.org
lifer expires May 3, 2002

Center
4801 La Crosse Avenue " Austin, Texas 78739

512/292-4200 * fax: 512/292-4627

Heart Cathedral (above)-renamed Cathedral San-
tuario de Guadalupe in 1977-sits one block from
the 1989 Morton A Meyerson Symphony Center
(top), home of the Dallas Symphony Orchestra.

Dallas holds its own with serious modern

architecture, too.

For Arts District strollers who prefer

their edifices Texan-designed and steeped
in history, there's Nicholas Clayton's 1902

Cathedral Santuario de Guadalupe, said to
be the second-most-attended Catholic
church in the nation (after New York

City's St. Patrick's Cathedral). The also-
venerable Booker T. Washington High

School for the Visual and Performing Arts
claims alumni like singer Norah Jones and
trumpeter Roy Hargrove.

At the nearby Annette Strauss Artist

Square, ethnic festivals-many of them
free-occur almost every weekend. In
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The walkable Dallas Arts District is the nation's largest

downtown expanse dedicated to the arts.

A large bronze Confucius greets visitors to the Crow Collection of Asian Art. American sculptor Mark di Suvero's
sprawling Eviva Amore adds its dynamic energy to the grounds of the new Nasher Sculpture Center.

addition, churches in the area offer free cultural environment." Go! There's some-

jazz and other music on a regular basis, thing for everyone.

and the DMA's free Jazz in the Atrium on Senior editor ANN GALLAW
Thursday nights has been going strong enjoyed a splendid visit to
since 1995. And if you hurry, you can still fall. They extend thanks to
see the DMA's inspiring exhibit Passion showed them around.

for Art: 100 Treasures 100
Years, which stays up through THE DALLAS ARTS DISTRICT covers
March 14 (don't miss Bill corner of downtown and is bounded,
Viola's knock-your-socks-off, Woodall Rodgers Freeway (Spur 366)
two-sided video The Crossing). Ross, and Routh streets. Free, hourlo

The Arts District's walk- District Strolls take place at 10:30 a

ability is alluring. Still, if feet of each month (register at www.artsdi

protest or tummy growls, catch 953-1977). Parking is available in th

one of the M-Line's vintage (DMA) garage, street-side, and in oth

electric-trolley cars beside the The DMA (1717 Harwood; 214/922-

DMA for a free 15-minute slide Sculpture Center (2001 Flora; 214/
entrance fees. The DMA is free Thu. a

west to Uptown, where any Tue. Admission to the Crow Collectio
number of restaurants with everything from tiny jade bottles to a
sidewalk patios provide chances facade from India-is free (2010 Flor
to regroup (we enjoyed Spanish LODGING AND DINING If you forgo "
tapas at Americas). Recharged, decide to stay the night in Dallas, the
you can shop collectible and (800/441-1414), at Akard and Ross
antique galleries galore-my offers elegant accommodations (a ye
daughter and I got a kick out at $134; a winter 3rd-night-free prom
of prowling the attic-like rooms Feb. 29). For dining, catch the free tro
of Uncommon Market, at the DMA to visit Uptown restaurants

2701 Fairmount-then head available in the DMA's Atrium Cafe, in

back on the trolley to find more Seventeen Restaurant, in the Nasher

art treasures. Mansion, and at the Fairmont. A few

No wonder they call the Arts beards, at 700 N. Pearl on the Plaza

District "the heART of Dallas' good, budget-priced Southern lunche

WAY and her daughter, Allison,
the Dallas Arts District last
all the enthusiastic folks who

62 acres in the northeast
more or less, by
and St. Paul, *

ng, guided Arts
.m. on the first Sat.
strict.org, or call 214/
e Dallas Museum of Art
er nearby garages and lots.
1200) and the Nasher
242-5100) charge
after 5 p.m. and every first
n of Asian Art-showcasing
carved-sandstone house
a; 214/979-6430).

just passing through" and
fine old Fairmont Hotel
two blocks from the DMA,

ar-round B&B option starts
otion continues through
lley on St. Paul St. beside

and shops. Food is also
its excellent Seventeen

Sculpture Center's Caf6
blocks southeast, Tree-
of the Americas, serves
s Mon-Fri 11-2.

Lake Conroe Area
N A T U R A L L Y F U N

W -rw !- I

I you
are looking

for a unique
getaway, look

no further than
the Lake Conroe

Area - Texas!

* 40 minutes north
of Houston

* 22,000-acre Lake Conroe

* 8 golf courses

* Historic Montgomery -
Birthplace of the
Texas flag

* Conroe Outlet Center

* Southern Empress
paddlewheel boat

* Conroe Arts &
Culture District

* National forest

1-877-4-CON OE
www.lakeconroecvb.org

March 2004 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 59

Ex. '

E-74_ _

m



FunFre cast A roundup of next month's events

IN FUN FORECAST, we
provide events and tele-
phone numbers for next
month, so that
you'll have additional
time to plan your

outings.

SOMETIMES DATES CHANGE after

the magazine is printed. Before you drive miles to
an event, confirm the date by calling the number

listed next to the festivity or by contacting the lo-

cal chamber of commerce.

FOR FREE ROUTING ASSISTANCE or details on
any destination in Texas, call 800/452-9292
toll-free from anywhere in the United States and
Canada, any day between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Cen-
tral Time. A travel counselor at one of the state's
Travel Information Centers will be on the line to

provide travel information, send brochures, and

PlRT ETUDE

whetherr 'our interest

is history, or a deep love for
nature, Port Arthur, Texas , _ -
the natural place to be!

CONVENTION & 
V

ISITORS BUREAU
3401 Cultural Center Drive - Port Arthur, Texas 77642

(409) 985-7822 * 1-800-235-7822
http://vnww.portarthurtexas.com

APRIL 2004
advise you of any emer- S M T W T F S

gency road conditions. 1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

IF YOU WISH TO SUB- 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

MIT AN EVENT for Fun 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Forecast, please send 25 26 27 28 29 30

the information to Fun Forecast, Texas Highways,
Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/
486-5879. Submit information at least three full

months before the first of the month in which the

event will take place (for example, by April 1 for

July festivities).

Space is limited, so we may not be able to print

every event. For a quarterly, more detailed sched-
ule of events, write for a free Texas Events Calen-
dar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249.

Our Web site, www.texashighways.com, includes

an expanded Fun Forecast that gives descriptions
of the events.

MEMD COU
1-3

MIDLAND
(began Mar 12)

Midville Community Theatre
432/682-4111

2-4
PRESIDIO

Longhorn Cattle Drive
432/229-3416

TERLINGUA
Bird Habitat Seminar

432/424-3327

2-4, 16-18
LAJ ITAS

Big Bend Gourmet Raft Trip
210/821-5600

3
MIDLAND

Midland-Odessa
Symphony & Chorale

432/563-0921

3-4
MIDLAND

Midland Festival Ballet
432/682-2653

EL PASO
Coyote Classic

Mountain Bike Race
915/544-2453

or 566-6441

9-10, 15-17, 22-24
ODESSA

Crimes of the Heart
432/550-5456

10
MIDLAND

Commemorative Air Force
Open Cockpit Day
432/563-1000

ODESSA
Easter Egg Hunt
432/368-3548

10
ODESSA

Jackrabbit Jamboree/
Running of the Hares

432/335-4678

14
ODESSA

Special Olympics
432/570-6058

14-16
VAN HORN

Building Bridges Art Show
432/283-2682 or
866/424-6939

16-18
ALPINE

Big Bend
Gem & Mineral Show

432/420-2924 or
800/561-3735

ODESSA
CeltFest

432/262-5863

17
MIDLAND

Strings of the West
432/563-0921

ODESSA
Barrel Racing

432/381-3812

17-18
ODESSA

Hot Rods & Harleys
432/366-3541

18
ODESSA

Strings of the West
432/563-0921

21-24
FORT STOCKTON

Big Bend
Open Road Race
432/336-8525

22-24
MIDLAND
Ragtime

432/682-4111
or 563-0921

23-25
ODESSA

The Merry Wives of Windsor
432/580-3177

30-MAY 2
ALPINE

Cinco de Mayo celebration
432/837-3301

ODESSA
Fiesta West Texas & Expo

432/567-9999

1
BROWNSVILLE

Mariachi Escorpidn
956/983-7025

HOUSTON
Julio Bocca &

Ballet Argentino
713/227-4772

1-4
GALVESTON
Feather Fest

409/762-3930

1-12
HOUSTON

(began Mar 12)
FotoFest

713/223-5522

2-3
GALVESTON

Alice in Wonderland
409/765-1894 or
800/821-1894

VICTORIA
Family Fun Fest
361/575-2500

2-4
HOUSTON

Japan Festival
713/863-9994

PORT ARANSAS
Texas SandFest

361/749-2500 or
800/749-5919

3
ALVIN

Crawfest & Shrimp Boil
281/585-6211
BROWNSVILLE

Martha Guzman, Violin,
& Mina Kim Kramer, Piano

956/983-7025

GALVESTON
The Grand Kids Festival

409/765-1894 or
800/821-1894

GROVES
Easter Egg Hunt
800/876-3631

HIGH ISLAND
Birding Tour

281/445-1187

ROSENBERG
Easter Egg Hunt
832/595-3520

SEABROOK
Clear Lake

Crawfish Festival
281/488-7676

3-4
HOUSTON

Bayou City Cajun Fest
281/890-5500

ORANGE
Cats

800/828-5535

4
HOUSTON

Czech SpringFest
713/349-0500 or
866/293-2443

ORANGE
Homes Tour

409/883-9153
or 883-2883

6-11
GALVESTON

The Foreigner
409/765-1894 or
800/821-1894

8-10, 15-17
HOUSTON
Carnival

713/861-7408

10
ALVIN

Easter Egg Hunt
281/388-4290

EDNA
Easter Egg Hunt
361/782-5718

10-11
CORPUS CHRISTI
Spring Wildflowers
361/852-2100

11
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Easter Egg Scramble

956/761-6433

15-17
VICTORIA

Jazz It Up! Festival
361/574-5657

15-18
PORTLAND
Windfest

361/643-2475

16-17,
DEER PARK

Totally Texas Festival
281/478-2050

16-18
ANGLETON

Migration Celebration
979/849-6062

HARLINGEN
Riofest

800/746-3378

HOUSTON
House Beautiful Show

281/693-2226

MAURICEVILLE
Crawfish Festival
409/745-1202

17
ALVIN

Garden Tour
281/393-1538

BROWNSVILLE
Rio Grande Valley
Latin Jazz Festival
956/427-3687
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CORPUS CHRISTI
Spring Garden Festival

361/852-2100

FREEPORT
Maritime Festival
979/233-2667

17-18
BROWNSVILLE

Bravo Opera Company Gala
956/983-7025

HOUSTON
BP's MS 150 Bike Tour

713/526-8967

Houston Heights
Antique Show

713/861-7750

KEMAH
Crawfish Festival
281/334-9880

ROCKPORT
Homes & Boats Tour

361/729-5519

VICTORIA
Historic Homes Tour

361/573-1878

17-18, 24-25
HOUSTON

Houston International Festival
713/654-8808

18
FREEPORT

Blessing of the Fleet
979/233-3526

20
BROWNSVILLE

UTB/TSC Jazz Bands
956/983-7025

21
BROWNSVILLE

University
Community Orchestra

956/983-7025

22
VICTORIA

Taste of Victoria
361/574-1249

22, 24
VICTORIA

Victoria Symphony
361/576-4500

22-MAY 9
HOUSTON

Jekyll & Hyde
713/558-8887 or
888/558-3882

23, 25
HOUSTON

The Barber of Seville
713/228-6737 or
800/626-7372

24
ALVIN

Garden Club Flower Show
281/331-5679

KINGSVILLE
King Ranch Bike Ride

361/592-8516

LA PORTE
San Jacinto Day
Remembrance

281/479-2421

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Texas Gulf Coast Roundup

361/939-7784

FREEPORT
Riverfest & Flapjack Run

979/233-0651

GALVESTON
Birding Tour

281/445-1187

HOUSTON
Chili Cookoff

281/955-2603
or 890-5500

ORANGE
St. Mary's Spring Festival

409/883-2883

STAFFORD
Texas Hot & Spicy Festival

281/754-4132

25
ALVIN

St. John's Spring Festival
281/331-3751

GALVESTON
Galveston Symphony Orchestra

800/821-1894

LAKE JACKSON
Taste of the Town
888/477-2505

26
BROWNSVILLE

UTB/TSC Chamber Ensembles
956/983-7025

28-MAY 2
HOUSTON

Fort Bend Wine & Food Affair
281/491-0216

29-MAY 8
VICTORIA

Cinco de Mayo Fest & Carnival
361/574-8822

30
ORANGE

Classic Car Parade
800/528-4906

30-MAY 2
KEMAH

Redfish Cup
Fishing Tournament

281/334-9880

SPRING
Texas Crawfish & Music Festival

713/863-9994

1
WIMBERLEY

Arco Voce String
512/847-7954

1-4
AUSTIN

SaveurTexas Hill Country
Wine & Food Festival

512/329-0770

2
AUSTIN

Slaid Cleaves
with Strings Attached

512/477-9837

2-4
LAKEWAY

Bluebonnet Bash
& Fine Arts Tour
512/261-9935

WIMBERLEY
Community Chorus

512/847-7084

AUSTIN
Mayfield Park

Gardening Symposium
512/453-7074

Spamarama
512/834-1827

BURNED
Arts & Crafts Show

512/756-0834

KYLE
Easter Egg Hunt
512/268-5341

MEDINA
Easter Egg Hunt
830/589-7224

OZONA
Spring Fest

325/392-5026

3-4
AUSTIN

Fine Arts Festival
512/458-6073

BUCHANAN DAM
Highland Lakes Wildflower Show

325/379-1515

KINGSLAND
Arts & Crafts Show
325/388-6159

NEW BRAUNFELS
Folkfest

830/629-6504

3-4, 10-11
BUCHANAN DAM

Arts & Crafts Show
512/ 793-2858

5-11
JOHNSON CITY
The Moving Wall

Vietnam Veterans Memorial
830/868-7128

5-18
FREDERICKSBURG

Wildseed Farms
Wildflower Celebration

830/990-1393

9-10
KERRVILLE

Easter Fest on the River
& Chili & Barbecue Classic

830/864-4614
or 459-4797

9-11
BURNET

Bluebonnet Festival
512/756-4297

KERRVILLE
Easter Hill Country Bike Tour

830/792-3535

10
BURNET

Bluebonnet Air Show
512/756-2226

FREDERICKSBURG
Easter Fires Pageant

830/997-2359

JOHNSON CITY
Hill Country Wildflower

Spring Festival
830/868-7684

JUNCTION
Easter Pageant
325/446-3190

KERRVILLE
Easter Run Classic

830/792-8387

17 24-25 11
AUSTIN

Iris Show
512/327-0401

12-16
OZONA

Friends of the Library
Book Show

325/392-3565

13-18_
CONCAN

Nature Quest
800/210-0380

15
KERRVILLE

Great American Composers
Concert

830/257-3579
OZONA

Garden Club
Flower Show

325/392-2501

15-18
AUSTIN

International
Poetry Festival

512/349-9883

Old Settlers Music Festival
512/370-4630

SAN MARCOS
Great Race Texas
888/200-5620

15-25
MARBLE FALLS

Love, Sex & the IRS
830/798-8944

16
KERR VILLE

Quartetto Gelato
830/257-8452

16-17
UVALDE

Western Writers
Palaver, Dinner & Workshop

830/278-2017

16-18
DRIPPING SPRINGS

Founders Day Festival
512/858-4725

FREDERICKSBURG
Spring Herb Fest
830/997-8615

17
AUSTIN

Texas Roundup
512/536-6963

BOERNE
Antique Tractor
& Steam Engine

Show
830/249-6007

Cibolo Nature Center's
Mostly Native Plant Show

830/249-4616

CASTROVILLE
Pioneer Picnic

830/931-2133

NEW BRAUNFELS
Model Train Show
830/629-2071

WIMBERLEY
EmilyAnn Theatre
Butterfly Release
512/847-6969

Old-Fashioned Pie Social
512/847-2201

Mize Azalea
Garden
features
more
than

17-18
AUSTIN

Spring Plant Show
& Gardening Festival

512/292-4200

FREDERICKSBURG
Wine & Wildflowers

Trail
830/868-2321 or

888/997-3600

17-19
GOLDTHWAITE

Texas
Friendship Wagon Train

325/648-3356

22-24
KERRVI LLE

The Senior Games
830/896-4263

23
AUSTIN

Kelly Willis
with Strings Attached

512/472-1196

23-24
OZONA

Square Dance Festival
325/392-2912

or 392-2726

23-25
SAN MARCOS
Central Texas

Golf Fest
888/200-5620

-~ ~ A'

6,500
azaleas
from 500

named varieties
spread over 8 forested acres on
the campus of Stephen F. Austin
State University.

Azalea Trails
March 20 to April 3, 2004
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23-25, 30-MAY 2
UVALDE

Run for Your Wife
830/278-4184

24
AUSTIN
Eeyore's

Birthday Party
512/448-5160

CANYON LAKE
Barbecue Cookoff
830/964-2223

GOLDTHWAITE
Barbecue Cookoff
325/648-3619

KERR VILLE
Earth Day Celebration

830/257-4837

STONEWALL
LBJ Ranch Roundup

830/868-7128

TAYLOR
Bloomin' Festival
512/352-5448

WIMBERLEY
Cypress Creek
Crawfish Boil

512/847-2515

Garden Club Tour
512/847-2201

24-25
BOERNE

Spring Art Tour
830/249-5588

Texas' Largest
Azalea Garden

The Ruby M.



24-25
BUCHANAN DAM

Arts & Crafts Show
512/793-3102

FREDERICKSBURG
VW Classic

817/292-4623

GEORGETOWN
Red Poppy Festival
800/436-8696

25
FREDERICKSBURG
Blaskapellen Fest/
Brass Band Festival

830/990-4314

25-MAY 1
FREDERICKSBURG
Woodcarving Guild

Roundup
432/563-2517

29
KERRVILLE

Symphony Orchestra
830/792-7469

29-MAY 1
SAN MARCOS

Viva! Cinco de Mayo
888/200-5620

30-MAY 1
KERRVILLE
Roundup

Art Stampede Show
830/896-2553

30-MAY 3
LAGO VISTA

Texas Songbird Festival
512/267-7952

1
BIG SPRING

(began Mar 27)
The Moving Wall

Vietnam Veterans Memorial
432/267-7828

1-3, 8-10
SAN ANGELO

Barefoot in the Park
325/949-4400

2-4
POST

Old Mill Trade Days
806/495-3529 or

866/433-OMTD

3
CHILDRESS

Arts & Crafts Show
940/937-2567

SAN ANGELO
Petroglyph Tour
325/949-4757

WICHITA FALLS
Peter Pan

940/692-5005

3-4
CANYON

Archeology Seminar
806/374-1497

STANTON
Old Sorehead Trade Days

432/756-2006

3-4, 10
TULIA

Melodrama
806/995-2296

6-7
AMARILLO

Cats
806/378-3096

10
ELECTRA

Easter Egg Hunt
940/495-3577

TULIA
Easter Egg Hunt
806/995-2296

10-11
ABILENE

Gem & Mineral Show
325/676-6211

14
SAN ANGELO

Silver Bluebonnet Program
325/949-4757

15-17
SAN ANGELO

Mesquite Art Festival
830/997-8515 or

866/839-3378

15-17, 23-24, 30-MAY 1
ABILENE
Godspell

325/674-2787

16-17
SAN ANGELO

Texas Wine & Food Festival
325/653-6793

17
ABILENE

Philharmonic with Paul Williams
325/677-6710 or
800/460-0610

BIG SPRING
Flavors of West Texas
432/267-8255

Master the Mountain
Fun Run/Walk

432/263-4931

LUBBOCK
Iris Show

806/797-6913

SAN ANGELO
Duathlon

817/355-1279

WICHITA FALLS
Team Roping

940/716-5500

17-18
ANDREWS
Art Show

432/523-7773
or 524-7710

WICHITA FALLS
Arts & Crafts Show

940/691-2738

18
SAN ANGELO

Chamber Music Series
325/653-3333

24
AMARILLO

Amarillo Symphony
806/376-8782

TURKEY
Bob Wills Day
806/423-1033

24-25
CISCO
Folklife

Parade & Festival
254/442-2537

GRAHAM
Antique Tractor
Show & Pull

800/256-4844

29-MAY 1
ABILENE
Secrets

325/672-9991

30-MAY 1
CROWELL

Cynthia Ann Parker Days
940/684-1670

30-MAY 2
ABILENE

Cinco de Mayo Celebration
325/676-8975

PINEY WOODS

1-3
TYLER

Book Fair
903/561-4625

1-4
CONROE
Carousel

936/273-7021

2-3
CONROE

Quilt Show
936/582-2883

MINEOLA
Fine Art Show
903/569-8877

3
CONROE

Poetry Slam
936/447-4223

KIRBYVILLE
Tombstone Trot

5-K Fun Run
409/423-2648

WOODVILLE
(began Mar 20)

Tyler County
Dogwood Festival
409/283-2632

3-4
CONROE

The Rainmaker
936/441-7469

JASPER
Air Show

409/384-2626

JEFFERSON
Diamond Don's

Vintage Motocross Race
903/665-2672 or
888/467-3529

4
TEXARKANA

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
903/792-4992

7
TEXARKANA

Romeo and Juliet
903/792-4992

10
CONROE

Sounds of Spring
936/760-2144

GILMER
Easter Egg Hunt
903/843-2413

HENDERSON
Willie Nelson

903/898-2933

HUNTSVILLE
Main Street

Eggstravaga nza
936/295-2150

11
LIBERTY

Ames Easter Rodeo
936/336-6702

16-17
KIRBYVILLE

Magnolia Festival
409/423-5827

16-17
LONGVIEW

PRCA Rodeo
903/759-1726

or 399-8482

16-18
DAYTON

Ole Tyme Days
936/258-2642

THE WOODLANDS
Friendship Center Antique Show

936/539-5828

17
NACOGDOCHES
SFA Garden Gala
936/468-3705

or 468-4404

TYLER
Azalea 10-K,

Fun Run & Kids Dash
972/235-2513

East Texas Symphony
903/526-3876

17-18
KILGORE

Celtic Heritage Festival
903/759-9017

or 297-8383

22-24
LINDEN

Wildflower Trails
903/756-7774

22-25
HUGHES SPRINGS

Wildflower Trails
903/756-7774

23-24
ATLANTA

Whistle Stop Barbecue Daze
903/756-7774

GLADEWATER
East Texas Gusher Days

903/845-5501

23-25
TEXARKANA

Jump, Jive & Jam Fest
903/792-4992

24
HUNTSVILLE

Herb Festival &
Children's Art Festival

936/436-1017

TYLER
Texas Blues Festival

903/593-6905

WINNSBORO
Sesquicentennial

Birthday Celebration
903/342-3654

28-MAY 2
JEFFERSON

Diamond Bessie Murder Trial
903/665-2672 or

888/467-3529

30-MAY 2
HUNTSVILLE

General Sam Houston
Folk Festival

936/294-1832

JEFFERSON
Historic Pilgrimage
& Spring Festival

903/665-2672 or
888/467-3529

1-3
FAYETTEVILLE

Antiques Show
512/267-4836

1-4
FORT WORTH

Texas Motor Speedway
Race Week

817/215-8500

ROUND TOP
Arts & Crafts Square Fair

979/249-3803

1-2, 8-10, 15-17
BRYAN

Taming of the Shrew
979/823-4297

1-3, 16-18, 22-25, 29-30
DALLAS

Dallas Symphony Orchestra
214/692-0203

1-30
CUERO

DeWitt County
Wildflower Month
361/275-2112

ENNIS
Bluebonnet Trails
972/878-4748

FORT WORTH
TCU Latin American Arts

Festival
817/257-7143

2
DALLAS

Simon Winchester
214/922-1219

2-3
GRAPEVINE

New Vintage Wine Trail
817/410-3185

2-4
ADDISON

North Texas Jazz Festival
972/450-6221

BRYAN
Special Olympics
979/680-0124

DALLAS
Deep Ellum Arts Festival

214/855-1881

FORT WORTH
Fort Worth

Symphony Orchestra
817/665-6000

GREENVILLE
Antique Car Swap
903/455-4435

PALESTINE
Dogwood Trails Festival

903/723-3014 or
800/659-3484

ROUND TOP
Antiques Fair

281/493-5501 or
888/273-6426

WACO
RV, Boat & Sports Show

254/235-2507

2-4, 30-MAY 2
CANTON

First Monday Trade Days
903/567-2991

WEATHERFORD
First Monday Trade Days

817/598-4351

3
BRENHAM

A Day in the Country
979/836-0901 or

888/273-6426

BRYAN
Carl T. Sprague

Cowboy Music Tribute
979/779-2286 or

877/946-4733

3
CANTON

Buffalo Girls Chili Cookoff
903/567-7829

COLLEGE STATION
Easter Egg Celebration

979/691-4012

COPPERAS COVE
Easter Egg Roundup
254/542-2719

HICO
Billy the Kid Day
800/361-HICO

IRVING
Las Colinas

Symphony Orchestra
972/580-1566

LANCASTER
Easter Eggstravaganza

972/227-1112

LULING
Roughneck

Chili & BarbecueCookoff/
Antique & Classic Car Show

830/875-3214

RICHARDSON
Indian Classical Music

Concert
972/883-2787

WACO
Susan B. Komen
Race for the Cure
254/776-1204

WASHINGTON
Origins of Texas Music Festival

936/878-2461

3-4
ANDERSON
Texas Trek

936/873-2257

BRENHAM
Pleasant Hill Winery

Anniversary Celebration
979/830-8463 or
888/273-6426

CEDAR HILL
The Great North Texas

Kite Festival
972/291-5130

PALESTINE
Home & Garden Tour

903/729-6066
or 723-3014

RICHARDSON
Comic Book & Toy Show

972/420-8639

3-18
FORT WORTH

Natl Cutting Horse Assn
Super Stakes

817/871-8150

4
BRYAN

Brazos Valley Triathlon
979/690-6033

CYCLONE
Spring Gala

254/985-2393

RICHARDSON
Clavier Trio

972/883-2787

6-11
FORT WORTH

Fame
817/212-4280

9-10
MOUNT VERNON

Old Depot Museum
Pottery Show

903/537-4760

Quilt Show
903/537-4760
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9-11, 16-18
BRYAN

The King & l
979/696-2787

9-10, 15-18, 22-24
SHERMAN

One Flew Over
the Cuckoo's Nest
903/892-8818

10
SULPHUR SPRINGS

Easter Egg Hunt
903/395-3100

10-MAY 31
WAXAHACHIE

Scarborough Faire
Renaissance Festival

888/533-7848

11
CUERO

Easter Egg Hunt
361/275-3476

DALLAS
Easter at White Rock Lake

214/321-1411

13
COLLEGE STATION

Rockapella
979/696-2787

DENTON
UNT Lab Band Madness

Spring Concert
940/565-3743

13-18
DENTON

As You Like It
940/898-2020

or 898-2500

15-18
FORT WORTH

Main St. Fort Worth
Arts Festival

817/336-2787

16
DALLAS

Ann Patchett
214/922-1219

16-17
DE LEON

Turkey Hunt
Barbecue Cookoff
254/893-2083

GRAPEVINE
Steve Kaufman, Flatpick Guitar

Seminar & Concert
972/238-0283

SEGUIN
Ladies State Chili Cookoff

800/580-7322

WACO
Baylor/Michael Johnson/

Southwestern Bell
Invitational Track & Field Meet

254/710-1000

16-18
CLEBURNE

Antique Alley
817/641-0183

ENNIS
Bluebonnet Trail Festival

972/878-4748

GRANDVIEW
Antique Alley

817/866-3987

17
BRYAN

Run Thru the Vines
5-K & 10-K

979/778-9463

Wine & Roses Festival
979/778-9463

17
CEDAR HILL

Expo
972/291-5940
or 291-3900

CUERO
Wildflower Wellness

5-K Run
361/275-2112

DALLAS
Bach's Mass in B Minor

214/320-8700

GAINESVILLE
Spring Fling in the Park

940/668-4551

GLEN ROSE
Cowboy Music & Folklore

254/897-4588

LA GRANGE
MS 150

800/524-7264

MESQUITE
Mesquite Symphonic Band

972/216-8125

ROCKWALL
Founders Day Festival

972/771-7761

TERRELL
5-K Eagle Run

214/887-6354

WACO
Iris Show

254/752-5483

WEATHERFORD
Shaw-Kemp Log Cabin

Open House
817/596-3801 or
888/594-3801

WHEELOCK
Trade Days

979/828-4627

17-18
CHAPPELL HILL

Bluebonnet Festival
888/273-6426

DALLAS
Guitar Show & MusicFest

972/260-4201

FORT WORTH
Prairie Trail/ Wildflower Tour

817/237-1111

WACO
Gardening on 5th Street

254/753-2032

Viking Fest
254/296-1857 or

800/321-9226

17-18, 24-25
COLUMBUS

Celebration of Spring:
Art, Architecture & Wildflowers

979/732-8385 or
877/444-7339

19
LA GRANGE

Fayette County
Country Music Opry

979/968-5117

20
FORT WORTH

Maxim Philippov, Piano
817/335-9000

22
DALLAS

Architecture Forum
214/740-0644

22-24
ATHENS

Art Show
903/677-2001

PRCA Stampede Rodeo
903/675-5181

22-24
CAMERON

Dewberry Festival
254/697-4979

WACO
Macbeth

254/299-8200

22-25
HALLETTSVILLE

State Championship
Fiddlers Frolics

361/798-2662

22-29
DALLAS

USA Film Festival
214/821-FILM

23
WACO

Cotton Palace Pageant
254/755-9299

23-24
S EG UIN

TLU Jazz Festival
830/372-8020

23-25
COLLEGE STATION

Big 12 Women's Golf
Championships

979/845-2311 or
888/992-4443

Bob Welch
Tennis Tournament

979/694-7698

DENTON
Arts & Jazz Festival

940/565-0931

EULESS
Arbor Daze Festival

817/685-1660

FORT WORTH
Fort Worth

Symphony Orchestra
817/665-6000

Texas Frontier Forts Muster
817/336-8791

or 625-9715

MUENSTER
Germanfest

940/759-2227

23-MAY 30
GRANBURY

Smoke on the Mountain
817/573-9191 or
866/572-0881

24
ATHENS

East Texas Arboretum
Spring Fair

903/675-5630

BRENHAM
Blue Bell Fun Run
888/273-6426

BRYAN
Planet Earth Celebration

979/209-5675

CLEBURNE
Springfest

817/556-9453

CUERO
Scenic Cycling Tour

361/275-2112

GONZALES
Pioneer Village

Dutch Oven Cookoff
830/672-6532

NAVASOTA
Festival of Flags
936/825-8585

ROCKDALE
Dewberry Fun Run
512/446-6728

24
WAXAHACHIE

Wild Basin Winds
972/938-8965

24-25
GONZALES

Historic Homes Tour
830/672-6532

MALAKOFF
Cornbread Festival

903/489-2292
or 489-1518

NEW ULM
Arts Festival

979/732-8385

25
SEGUIN

Conspirare
830/372-8020

WAXAHACHIE
A Taste of Waxahachie

972/937-2390

27
DALLAS

A.S. Byatt
214/922-1219

28
WACO
Suds

254/752-9797 or
800/701-ARTS

28-MAY 2
FORT WORTH

A Salute to Satchmo
817/665-6000

29-MAY 2
FORT WORTH

Mayfest
817/332-1055

LEXINGTON
Homecoming

979/773-4337

30
LEWISVILLE

Lewisville Lake
Symphony

972/874-9087

30-MAY 1
BELTON

Chisholm Trail
Ranch Rodeo

Roundup
512/627-1129

COPPERAS COVE
Earth Day Gathering &

American Indian
Intertribal Powwow
254/547-1309

LOCKHART
Cinco de Mayo

Celebration
512/507-9562

30-MAY 2
BURTON

Cotton Gin Festival
979/289-3378 or

888/273-6426

CHAPPELL HILL
Birdfest

888/273-6426

30-MAY 16
LEWISVILLE

84 Charing Cross Road
972/221-7469

)TH TEXA ' PLAI

2-4
POTEET

Strawberry Festival
830/742-8144

3
THREE RIVERS

Salsa Fest Bicycle Ride
361/786-4330

3-4
SAN ANTONIO

La Villita Art Show
210/226-3593

Viva Botanica
210/829-5100

3-5
SAN ANTONIO

NCAA Men's Basketball
Final Four

210/820-2100
or 207-3663

6
THREE RIVERS

Brush Country Music Jamboree
361/786-3334

16-17
SAN ANTONIO

Fiesta Oyster Bake
210/436-3547

16-25
SAN ANTONIO

Fiesta San Antonio
877/723-4378

17
EAGLE PASS

Ellison Saxophone Quartet
888/355-3224

PEARSALL
Frio Pioneer Day
830/334-9414

17-18
SAN ANTONIO
Fiesta Arts Fair

210/224-1848

20-23
SAN ANTONIO

A Night in Old San Antonio
210/226-5188

Fiesta Mariachi Festival
210/227-4262

22
McALLEN

Spanish Feria
Celebration

956/682-2871

24
SAN ANTONIO

Festival de Animales
210/734-7184

29-MAY 2
POTEET

River City Bike Fest
210/336-0619

30-MAY 1
GOLIAD

Cinco de Mayo
Celebration

361/575-6408
or 645-2149

SAN ANTONIO
Dayton

Contemporary
Dance Company
210/207-2234

30-MAY 2
FALFURRIAS

Fiesta Ranchera
361/325-3333

SAN ANTONIO
Cinco de Mayo

Celebration
210/207-8600
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Tex Tips from our readers, plus timely travel tidbits

CELEBRATE TEXAS MUSIC

O n April 3, the Star of the
Republic Museum and Wash-

ington-on-the-Brazos State Historic
Site invite you to attend the first
Origins of Texas Music Festival.

Set on the lovely, wildflower-
studded grounds of the state park
(on land where Texians signed their
declaration of independence from
Mexico on March 2, 1836), the free
festival promises treats for eyes and
ears, body and spirit.

Performers, from Tejano Conjunto
musicians to a band playing Czech/
German tunes, will trace the origins
of music in Texas from the days of
the Republic to the early 20th Cen-
tury. You will also enjoy the music
of the Sweet Song String Band, as
it serves up lively renditions of early
Texas string music; Ruthie Foster,
an alumna of PBS-TV's Austin City
Limits, who offers her vibrant takes
on gospel, soul, and other African-
American music; and Grammy
award-winning The Light Crust Dough-
boys, who sway your senses with
their distinctive Western Swing.

In addition, Dr. Bill Malone, who
has written extensively about coun-
try music, will talk about "Texas
Myth/Texas Music;" and Dr. Kevin
Mooney, an expert on early Texas
music history, will speak on "Mary
Austin Holley, the Brazos River, and
the Origin of a Texas Song Tradition."
Festival activities begin about 11
a.m. and continue until dusk.

Washington-on-the-Brazos State
Historic Site is just off Texas 195,

DOWN THE ROAD,

Wild about flowers? The

state's best photographers

will capture spring's bonanza

of blossoms, and, in addition,

the irises of Texas will be upon

you at Argyle Acres near Fort

Worth. We'll also have a grainy-

good time at sandcastle-building

competitions, and tune in to

Texas jazz greats...all in April.
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between Brenham and Navasota.
Call the park at 936/878-2214;
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/washingt.
Call the museum at 936/878-
2461; www.starmuseum.org. (Ask
about the park's annual Texas In-
dependence Day festivities, to be
held this year on February 28-29.)

K~t

sa

Ruthie Foster will be among the per-
formers at the first annual Origins
of Texas Music Festival, on April 3
at Washington-on-the-Brazos State
Historic Site.

ABILENE'S NEW FRONTIER

E xperience the Old West in all its

grit and glory when Abilene's
innovative Frontier TEXAS! multi-
media facility opens late this month.

Holographic "spirit guides" will
introduce you to early West Texas
characters such as soldiers, buffalo
hunters, Indians, and frontier
women and children from the
1780s through the 1880s, who
roamed, ranched, and settled the
rugged region around Abilene. Dur-
ing your tour, you will meet hardy
Western legends such as Doc Holli-
day and Cynthia Ann Parker, as well

R ecently, we visited the smallcotton-farming community of
Danevang [see Texas Highways,
March 2003] on our way to Pala-
cios. We toured the Danevang
Cultural Center, which chronicles
the area's history and Danish
heritage, and we attended servic-
es at the old Danevang Lutheran
Church. We also took a look at
the town's huge modern cotton
gin. We then drove to Palacios,
which retains a wonderful air of
the typical small Texas town that
I recall from the Fifties. There, we
spent three nights at Moonlight
Bay, a superb bed and breakfast
overlooking Matagorda Bay. We
also dined at Los Cucos Mexican
Restaurant and the Outrigger,
a seafood spot; both served de-
licious food. We especially liked
Los Cucos' shrimp cocktails and
the Outrigger's all-you-can-eat
shrimp boil on the first Saturday
of the month. Palacios provided
us with a great, relaxing vacation!
CHARLES E. WILSON, Houston

Danevang Cultural Center is at
Texas 71 and Co. Rd. 426; 979/
578-0808, 543-3332, or 543-

as George Reynolds, a man who
lived for 15 years with an arrow in
his stomach.

In the Frontier Experience The-
ater, you can journey into the past
on a visual thrill ride packed with
sounds and sights from 18th- and
19th-Century Texas, including a buf-
falo stampede, a shootout, and a
powerful prairie thunderstorm.

Frontier TEXAS! also offers the
Texas Forts Trail Visitor Center, with

2106; open Tue-Thu and Sat-
Sun 1-4, or by appt. for groups;
www.dkhouston.org. Ask about
the annual Queen's Birthday
Celebration, to be held Apr. 17,
2004. Moonlight Bay Bed &
Breakfast is at 506 South
Bay Blvd., Palacios; 361/972-
2232 or 877/461-7070; www.
moonlightbaybb.com. Los Cucos
Mexican Restaurant is at 1601
1st St.; 361/972-6024. Out-
rigger Restaurant is at Commerce
& 6th sts.; 361/972-1479;
www.outriggerrestaurant.com.

Last June, we traveled west
from Bandera to several

spots. I was especially impressed
with the drive on Ranch Road
337 between Leakey and Camp
Wood. Mountain laurels covered
the hillsides, and I could just
imagine the beauty of their pur-
ple blossoms around March.
PAT MILFORD, Salado

RR 337 extends a total of 58
miles, from Medina to Camp
Wood, through the fabled Texas
Hill Country; it is 21 miles from
Leakey to Camp Wood.

high-tech travel information on a
65-county area, as well as impres-
sive outdoor sculptures by Western
artist T.D. Kelsey, an open-air pavil-
ion, and parade grounds that can
be rented for any size gathering.
Frontier TEXAS! is at 625 N. First
St. (grand opening scheduled for
April 3). Call the Abilene Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau, 800/727-
7704; www.frontier-texas.com or
www.abilene.com/visitors.

Because we're unable to check out every item in "Readers Recommend," and because details can change, please call ahead for more
information. When we mention new places, products, or publications, we try to include only those with promise; keep in mind, however,
that problems can occur with start-up businesses. For more TexCetera items, see "Travel News" on our Web site: www.texashighways.com.

If you run across a noteworthy Lone Star attraction, restaurant, event, or product, we'd love to hear about it. Write to Readers
Recommend, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters@texashighways.com. Remember that space constraints
prevent us from publishing every suggestion we receive. We reserve the right to edit items.
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Window on Texas~

BIG BEND BLUEBONNETS in the Chihuahuan Desert can bloom as early as January,
but usually blossom in February or March, depending on rainfall and temperature.
These three-foot beauties were photographed in Big Bend National Park.
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