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T E X A S

TEXAS' BEST

Dedication ceremonies on
September 13 mark the official
grand opening of the state's
newest Texas Travel Infor-
mation Center, on U.S. 75
north of Denison. "The new
center is Texas' most unique

hospitality portal to date," said
Travel Services director Milton
Meharg. "It's a great new front
door for our state." The old cen-
ter was closed in 1990, due to
impending highway contruction.

Denison TIC manager Anne
Newsome, along with coun-
selors Betty Reynolds and
Devon Armstrong, are excited
about the beautiful new facility,

and look forward to once again
serving visitors coming in through
that northern part of the state.

GIG 'EM, BOB

Congratulations to Bobby
Johnson, newly appointed
assistant director of Travel

Services. Bobby joined TxDOT's
Travel and Information Division
in 1988 as manager of the Capitol

Information Center. He has
implemented several major proj-
ects for the division and the
department, including the 1-800
phone system. He is currently

the statewide coordinator for
TxDOT's Highway Conditions
Reporting System. Most recent-
ly, he was manager of the 1-800
Phone Center in Austin. Before

joining TxDOT, Bobby was vice
president in a consulting firm that
specialized in recreational/tour-
ism development studies. He
also has owned his own custom
cabinet business. He received a
Masters of Science degree in
Travel and Tourism from Texas

A&M University. Give him a

call at.512/467-3716. Way to
go, Bob!

S U M M I T ' 9 4 ! !

Don't miss the Texas Travel
Summit, slated for September
25-28 at the Menger Hotel in
San Antonio. Sponsored by
the Texas Travel Industry
Association, Summit brings
together key leaders in the hospi-
tality industry. Representatives

from the State of Texas, conven-
tion and visitor bureaus, hotels,
airlines, attractions, restaurants,
and retail outlets will attend.

Educational seminars, a trade
show, business meetings for
TTIA, and networking opportu-
nities highlight the agenda. For
registration information or to
exhibit at the trade show, contact

TTIA at 400 West 15th Street,
Suite 1610, Austin 78701. Or
call 512/476-4472.

T I C M A I L B A G

Attention all convention
and visitor bureaus, cham-
bers of commerce, attractions,

and accommodations. When
sending literature to the Travel
Information Centers for distribu-
tion to Texas travelers, new
addresses should now be used.
More precise shipping instruc-

tions are available by writing
Milton Meharg, Travel Services
Director, Texas Department of
Transportation, P. O. Box 5000,
Austin 78763. Or give him a call
at 512/467-3716.

C O M I N G U P

The Old Jail Art Center in
Albany kicked off a $2-million
fund-raising campaign to finance

an educational center and addi-
tional office and storage space.

The 6,100-square-foot addition
will feature The Local History

and Learning Center for art and
history education programs, with

emphasis on the importance of
Albany and Shackelford County
history. All aspects of local histo-
ry will come together through
video, exhibitions, interactive

computer programs, writing
workshops, and lectures. The
project includes plans to expand
the capacity of all support spaces
that sustain the growing perma-

nent collection. More than half
of the needed funds have been
raised through private sources.

Construction will begin when
all funds are pledged. Call
915/762-2269 for details.

PLACE S

Whoopi Goldberg's eyes now
twinkle under the lights at the
Plaza Theatre of Wax in
San Antonio. Dressed casually
in a soft flannel shirt, Goldberg

rests her hand sassily on her hip
as she appeared in "Comic
Relief," a Home Box Office spe-
cial to aid the homeless. Peter
Carsillo, wax sculptor of most
of the nearly 225 figures, said, "I
wanted to sculpt her in a way
she'd like to be represented, and
it actually might help somebody."
He added that the phone number
and address for the Comic Relief
program to help the homeless

appear on the reader board mark-
ing Goldberg's likeness. The
Plaza Theatre of Wax and adjoin-
ing Ripley's Believe It or Not!
open at 9:00 a.m. daily; at 301
Alamo Plaza. Call 210/224-9299
for ticket prices and additional
information.

HOLD ON TO YOUR HATS Texas Highways magazine

staffers have been working double-time to bring you

a special issue, chock-full of Western heritage and

Texas-style fun. The September issue will spur your

interest in tools of the trade, and rope you in with

articles on cowboy/cowgirl garb, country music, chuck-

wagon cooking, and characters named Tex. Look for it on

newsstands later this month. Or better yet, call 1-800-TEX-

HWYS and subscribe today. Just $12.50 a year. What a deal.

@RecycledPaper



TI T R A V ES
The San Antonio C&VB, local
hotels and attractions are inviting

summer visitors to return to the

Alamo City for the holidays. The
innovative marketing promotion,

titled "Rekindle Your Holiday
Spirit" is an extension of the

already successful SAVE (San

Antonio Vacation Experience)

marketing campaign (see July
1994 Texas Travel Log). Bro-

chures at the front desks of 27

hotels invite visitors to take ad-
vantage of special coupons and

holiday rates. Sharon Eason,
the C&VB's director of visitor
marketing, said, "The SAVE cam-
paign has been so successful for

our summer visitors that we want-
ed to offer the same savings
opportunity to people wanting to

return during our spectacular holi-

day season." Christmas in San
Antonio officially begins with
the River Walk Holiday Parade
on November 25, followed by
more than 50 events through the

New Year.

P U B L I C A T I O N S

TxDOT's Travel and Information
Division has just released the lat-
est Texas Events Calendar,
spanning the months of September,
October, and November.
Calendar editor Marty Lange
said the compilation of fairs,

festivals, and fiestas includes an
extensive range of events that

offer big Texas fun and reflect

TEXAS TRAVEL LOG
is published monthly by the Texas
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Travel and Information Division.
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TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD

he had while attending UT/El
Paso many years before. Manager

Skip Birkner said not only were
they able to locate the professor,

but found he was still teaching
physics. When Skip asked the
man if physics had become a part
of his profession, the man

answered that he had retired as

senior physicist at Hughes Aircraft
Space Division. Well, I guess!

1-800 PHONE TIC Counselor
Brenda Moum got a call from a
woman wanting directions to
Galveston. When asked where

inns with official historic desig-

nations. Many are furnished with

period decor, and all provide the

modern comforts and conve-
niences of home. For your copy,

write 231 West Main Street,
Fredericksburg 78624. Or call
210/997-3980.

HISTORY

A lack of state and private fund-
ing has halted restoration of the

Battleship Texas, putting at

risk the nation's only ship that
served in both world wars, and

that was a flagship in the 1944
D-Day invasion commanded by

she was calling from, the woman
said she was at Denny's! "Not

only do people expect us to know

everything there is to know about

Texas," laughed Brenda, "we're

supposed to be psychic, as well."

WASKOM TIC Retired Texas

Travel Log editor Pete Haight

popped in for a quick "howdy
do," during one of many cross-

country treks with his wife Noni.
Finding the regular crew gone, he

left a note: "I finally got to stop

by to see y'all, and you were all
out to lunch."

General Eisenhower. The Dallas

Morning News reports that the
vessel has lost more than half its
restoration crew in recent months
and two-thirds of its state fund-
ing. The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, that man-
ages the ship, said physical
restoration has been put on hold
indefinitely in favor of more
pressing projects. The ship is

structurally sound now, but it
could face major structural prob-
lems if more than a few years
pass without improvements.
More than 200,000 people visit
the ship each year. The Battle-
ship Texas is moored in the
Houston Ship Channel at San

A HEAD ABOVE THE REST The Fort

Worth Zoo was ranked as one of the

top five trend-setting zoos in America

in the July/August issue of Family

Life magazine. For the past two

years, several million dollars in

improvements and additions I
have caused attendance to soar,

attracting more than a million

visitors each year. For more zoo

news, call 817/871-7050.

AMARILLO TIC A Bulgarian
television crew will ascend on the
center August 8. Manager

Rosemary Eaves said the crew is
working on a documentary on

tourism and has selected five U.S.
cities as part of the study, includ-

ing Amarillo. The United States

Information Agency suggested a
visit to the center to help show

firsthand how we promote

tourism in the states.

ANTHONY TIC A man in his
late 50s stopped in for assistance
in looking up a physics professor

the state's cultural and urban/
rural diversity. The more than
1,750 listings include Oktober-

fests, Diez y Seis celebrations,
major air shows, fall harvest fes-
tivals, chili cookoffs, Halloween
events, and countless arts and

crafts shows. The Texas Events

Calendar is free for the asking by

calling 1-800-452-9292.

An exciting new teaching
guide designed to help teach
students along the Mexico border

about their heritage will be released

in September, reports the San

Antonio Express-News. Mario
Sanchez, Texas Historical

Commission project director of
Los Caminos del Rio, made
the announcement at the fourth

annual Binational Tourism
Conference in June. The guide

is one of many projects of Los

Caminos del Rio, an 180-mile
binational heritage corridor,

stretching from Los Dos Laredos

to Brownsville-Matamoros.

The Historic Hotel Associa-
tion of Texas, headquartered in

Fredericksburg, has produced

a new four-color brochure high-
lighting everything from major
metropolitan hotels to cozy one-

room log homes. The listing

includes hotels, bed and breakfast

accommodations, and country



Jacinto Battleground State

Historic Park.

W I L D L I F E

State, federal, and university biol-

ogists have agreed to establish a

formal aquatic mortality
response network to aid in
investigating kills and die-offs
of sea turtles, marine mammals,
fish, and birds along the Texas
Gulf Coast. More than 250,000
dead fish washed up on Texas
beaches from late April to mid-
May. And on June 20, about
10,000 dead Atlantic croaker
were found on a one-mile stretch
of beach west of Sea Rim State
Park near Beaumont. Federal,
state and local governments, uni-
versities, conservation organiza-

tions, and private industry are
encouraged to participate in the
new network. For information,
contact the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Kills and Spills Team
in Austin at 1-800-792-1112.

Over a year ago, a starving and
injured Risso's dolphin, nick-
named Turbo, washed up on a
beach near Corpus Christi.
Today, Turbo, at 6 feet long
and 180.pounds, thrives at Sea
World of Texas in San
Antonio, thanks to the Texas
Marine Mammal Stranding
Network. Comprised of dedi-
cated volunteers, the network
seeks to assist sick or injured
marine mammals along the Texas
Gulf Coast. Individuals who
locate a beached or stranded ani-
mal can contact the network at
1-800-9-MAMMAL.

~H 0 T E L S

After 24 years as a San Antonio
landmark, the Travelodge on
the River joined the Plaza
Hotels Division of Howard
Johnson as the new River-
walk Plaza-Hotel. Plans call
for an all-encompassing million

dollar face-lift, commensurate

with its upgrade to four-star
status. The Plaza is just a short
stroll from Market Square, La
Villita, the Alamo, King William
District, and convention facilities.
To make reservations, call 1-800-

554-HOST. At 100 Villita Street.

MUSEUMS

When the blockbuster exhibit
The Dinosaurs of Jurassic
Park stomped out of Fort Worth,
it left behind a roaring economic
impact. The exhibit, which made
its only Southwestern U.S.
appearance at the Fort Worth
Museum of Science and
History February 11 through
May 30, attracted 285,634 visi-
tors, 24 percent above anticipated
attendance. According to a study
by National Service Research, the
prehistoric creatures created an

T EXAS

0 TRIVIA

Which Texas library

houses the world's

largest collection

of works and

memoirs by Robert

and Elizabeth

Barrett Browning?

somindinos azuoaq pu

ssuiuied aouiesseua> snoaiwnu ssno

osptieq "Igq 'wod uiumooiq i

2ui1idop ip~ 'sAXopuim ss ,1 pauiieis tj
sapnpu uipinq ais-auss e uaN ge

Jniuaj-ugl gqj- stood gsiu3 (niuj

-'4161 poumouai ql1 Aq pue inoqe lepeieww
3o uopaaolo a saJPI oql 3o uepan si

ooiM u sndeo Isaa J JOi sgi uo

ne.igr1 uiusoiq-uonasuu ag 1

SVX3.

REMEMBER THE GUACAMOLE
Dallas restaurateur Gene

Street will open a Mexican
restaurant this fall in

London. The Texas Embassy
Cantina honors the Republic of Texas

Embassy, headquartered nearby from 1842

to 1845. The Texas legation took offices

at No. 3 St. James Street in Pickering
Place, London's smallest public square.

economic impact of $81.6 million
for Fort Worth. Officials said
that the exhibit drew more than

55,000 people to Fort Worth for
the first time. For information on
upcoming exhibits and events,
call 817/732-1631. At 1501
Montgomery Street.

A landmark exhibition of 150
contemporary photographs that
document the national experi-
ences of African-Americans and
their contributions to American
culture will be presented by
the Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston, beginning August 28.

Songs of My People is a self-
portrait presented through the
eyes of 53 prominent African-
American photographers. The
exhibition will tell the story of
struggle, determination, and tri-
umph in everyday life that
bridges the gaps of ethnicity, cul-
ture, race, and class. On view
through November 20 at 1001
Bissonnet. Call 713/639-7300
for more info.

The Carson County Square
House Museum in Pan-
handle announced plans to
install two new permanent
exhibits, a Santa Fe Railroad
depot office and a combination
print shop/newspaper office.
Both exhibits will depict the
beginning of the regional oil
boom, with its increase in rail-

road activities, in 1925. Design
and production of the exhibits
will begin when the remaining

budget is pledged. Open daily at
Fifth and Elsie Streets. For infor-
mation on traveling exhibits,
events, and special programs, call
806/537-3524.

The Admiral Nimitz
Museum and Historical
Center in Fredericksburg
presents Risque Business -
Nose Art in the Pacific War.
The exhibit features the some-
what controversial art of painting
the noses of aircraft from 1941 to
1945 in the far reaches of the
Pacific. Risque Business is pre-
sented in photo essay form with a
series of panels for review, as
well as historical and political

analysis. The museum is the
starting point for a national tour.

Open 8 a.m - 5 p.m. daily. Call
210/997-4379 for details.

EVENTS

This year marks Castroville's.
Sesquicentennial. Slated for
August 21 through September 25,
the festivities will include a

parade, historic homes tour,
pioneer crafts, antique show,
music and dancing, and much
more. For info call the chamber
of commerce at 210/538-3142, or
the city office at 210/538-2224.



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 19,647 -6.88 100,872 +5.09

Anthony 15,429 +.90 132,219 +9.03

Denison Under Construction

Gainesville 39,342 -25.20 280,749 -2.59

Langtry 7,056 -9.36 65,250 +8.88

Laredo 17,190 +2.43 91,008 -.56

Orange 61,308 +.90 356,148 +6.10

Texarkana 59,598, +5.24 330,753 +22.07

Valley 20,616 +54.67 222,792 +19.73

Waskom 63,324 +7.86 326,523 +12.96

Wichita Falls 25,395 +12.25 128,682 +12.25

Capitol Complex 18,054 ** 94,998 **

1.800 Phone Center 14,445 -36.17 96,918 -14.62

CENTER TOTALS 361,404 +3.36 2,226,912 +5.85

Data as of July 31, 1994

MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

59,266 918,623

SERVICES TO THE
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

TxDOT TRAX System This Mo. Y-T-D

Subscriber inquiries 64

Addresses offered 87,172

Addresses transmitted 53,528

Addresses transmitted 585,384

OFFICIAL STATE
TRAVEL MAGAZINE

Texas Highways print run
This month 400,378

This month last year 446,352

This year-to-date 2,910,375

Last year-to-date 3,130,906

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers

(8 a.m.-9 p.m. daily)

*Compared to last year

** The Capitol TIC was temporarily closed in April 1993 due to renovation of the State Capitol building
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