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FROM THE EDITORS DESK

W E HOPE our cover story this

month encourages you to

get out and enjoy the cooler

weather that's on its way. Writer

Chuck Cypert, an avid cycler and

author of the book Mountain Bike!

Texas & Oklahoma, shares his six fa-

vorite bike rides in Texas. Perhaps he'll

inspire you to strap on your helmeted

and hit the road....

THIS IS ALSO football season, which
prompted us to pay tribute to Texas From le
high school marching bands. We think Daniel

perform
you'll agree that Jennifer Lee, our sum- on Tex
mer intern, and our photographers

did a nice job with the topic. The story made

me get in the spirit of October in Texas.

By the way, we must confess that a num-

ber of folks on our staff have had or still

have ties to high school marching bands.

Jennifer Lee herself and assistant editor

Marty Lange played in out-of-state march-

ing bands. Managing editor Jill Lawless
played in the Beeville H.S. band and senior

editor Ann Gallaway was in the Kingsville

H.S. band. Art director Jane Wu's daughter,
Lucy Weberlein, plays in the Austin H.S. band,
photography editor Michael Murphy's daugh-

ter, Michaela, is with the Lake Travis H.S.

band, as was his son, Nicholas. I shouldn't

forget that my daughter Sarah Calhoon

played in the Austin H.S. band, and I won't

be surprised if my middle-schooler, Marshall,
plays in the band when he starts high

school next year....

THIS MONTH, we also feature the easternmost

portion of the King's Highway, or El Camino

Real, in a story by Angela and Virgil Fox.
When we were fact-checking the story,
Martha Hartzog, the state historian for the

Texas Society of the Daughters of the

American Revolution (DAR), and Florence

Patton of the DAR gave us some information

I'll pass along. The DAR decided in 1911 to
erect markers along the Old San Antonio

Road from Louisiana to the Rio Grande. In

1915, Governor James "Pa" Ferguson ap-

pointed V.N. Zively to survey the road and

indicate where the markers should be

ft, Austin High School snare drum players Nichole Jones,
Bernal, Katie Hathaway, Peyton Lewis, and Andrew Smart

"City of Angels" at a fall 2005 football game. Our story
s high school marching bands begins on page 44.

placed. Mrs. Lipscomb Norvell of the Texas

DAR was to oversee his work.

Zively pored over historic documents to

establish the routes the Spaniards took.

One, a diary by Spanish missionary Juan

Augustin Morfi, described his route from

Mexico to the San Antonio missions. Zively

was impressed. "I am a Protestant of the

most ultra blue-stocking type, [and] I want

to doff my hat [to Morfi] as the most accu-

rate artist I have ever met in books," said

Zively. "Every place he mentions, every

object of interest, I found just as described

by him in that brief diary." On March 2,
1920, in San Pedro Park in San Antonio,
Mrs. Norvell and the DAR presented a map

showing the location of 123 granite mark-

ers on the trail. The DAR also entrusted the

maintenance of the markers to the Texas

Historical Commission and the Texas

Highway Department, now TxDOT.

In anticipation of the road's 300th an-

niversary in 1991, TxDOT researchers

mapped the entire route of El Camino Real

using information unavailable to Zively.

More recently, the DAR located, restored,
and rededicated all but a handful of the

markers. In future issues, we'll explore

other portions of this historic road....

UNTIL THEN, there's traveling to be done now.

Enjoy the road, the weather, and the music.
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Davis Mountains Scenic Loop, a 74-mile loop that begins
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lenges and exhilaration. Photo by Laurence Parent.
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50 COWBOY COOKING: COME AND GET IT! cANYON

If you thought chuck-wagon cuisine disappeared along with cattle drives, ALBANY FORT WORTH
you're in for a treat. Thanks to today's cowboy cooks, the coals are 50 .50 EL CAMINO

still hot. BY JUNE NAYLOR TEXAS HILL REAL-E. TX
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Hoisting the Lone Star
REGARDING Jack Lowry's story on the High-
land Lakes [August]: This photo [far right] is of
our son Mark's 39-foot sailboat on Lake Travis.
When we raise this special sail, the motorboats
gather around and the cameras start clicking.
The sail can only be used under certain wind
conditions, so we don't use it regularly. I enjoy
every issue of the magazine.

JIM COLLINS

Longview

Hats Off to Cowboy Crooners
WOW, what a tribute to our Texas heritage.

Cowboy poetry, storytellers, Western music, and
writers of the West are becoming an important
part of our Texas heritage. Sharry Buckner's ar-
ticle on Lipscomb in June featured a few of those
who are contributing to this genre. Then you
followed up in the August issue with Gene Fow-
ler's wonderful article about our Texas crooners

COURTESY MARK COLUNS

E '

G A

er Jim Collins wrote to tell us about his son Mark's boat, the Victoria II
(right, on Lake Travis), and its Lone Star sail.

-and what a group they are, to say the least.
Through these two issues you are helping to

keep alive the foundation on which our state
was built! Hopefully, these issues will spur par-
ents to encourage their children to listen to
these folks and the others like them who are
sharing their talents to salute this fine state in
which we live.

So here's hoping that everyone will read Texas
Highways, go to a cowboy gathering, stop and
listen to a storyteller at a festival, or pick up a

book of Texas history or
stories. Keep up the good
work!
LINDA KIRKPATRICK,
COWBOY POET
Leakey

ED. NOTE: Thanks, Linda.
We keep on cowboyin' this
month with our story on
cowboy cooking, which
begins on page 50. After
this issue went to press,
we learned about Singing
Cowboys, a new book from
Gibbs Smith, Publisher,
scheduled for release in

September 2006. Written by Douglas B. Green
(a.k.a. Ranger Doug of Riders in the Sky), the
book "tells the fabled story of the men and
Avomen who shone brightly during the magical
era of the singing cowboy movie star through
vintage imagery and tales from the trail, and
comes with a CD of songs from this golden era
of Hollywood." Look for the book ($39.95 plus
tax; includes the CD) at your local bookstore or
online bookseller, or, to order from the publish-
er, call 800/748-5439; www.gibbs-smith.com.

sopadre.com
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ONE CARD.
DOUBLE

REWARDS.

As a member of Gold Crown Club* International, you'll earn Double Points or
Double Miles, October 10th through December 15, 2006, with every qualified
stay at any of the 220 hotels throughout Texas. Points can be used toward free
room nights, dining, shopping and more. And at every Best Western® you'll
enjoy free high speed internet access, free local calls, a hot or continental
breakfast*, and much more. So visit a Best Western soo
because this double rewards offer only lasts
for a limited time.

n

,PGST,,

LUul
bestwesternTexas.com/double
1.800.433.7234
Promo Code: FALL06

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF OWNERS WHO CARE

Corpus Christi, TX Amarillo, TX D 'ls Airport Area Houston Area (Katy rx Houston, TX Dallas Area
'i'ing), TX (Mesquite) TX

tOnly Sunday - Thursday night Qualified Stays are eligible. Offer valid for Gold Crown Club International ('GCCI') members who reside in the US, Canada, and the
Caribbean. Pre-registration and GCCI membership required prior to 1st Qualified Stay. Promotion valid October 10 - December 15, 2006. "Qualified Stay" means one or
more consecutive nights at the same hotel regardless of the number of check-ins/check-outs, at a GCCI qualifying rate (rate eligible for GCCI points or airline miles). Other
restrictions may apply. Offer not valid with any other promotion or discount. Promotion subject to cancellation or change without notice. GCCI is owned and operated by
BW GCCI, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Best Western International, Inc. Each Best Western hotel is independently owned and operated. All GCCI program rules
apply. See www.goldcrownclub.com rules with links to airline program rules. Airline program rules subject to change without notice.
*Either continental OR hot breakfast available (many complimentary). Amenities vary at hotels. Call ahead for more information on specific amenities. High Speed Internet
Access may not necessarily be available in all guest rooms or public areas. 2006 Best Western International, Inc. Best Western and the Best Western marks are registered
marks or registered trademarks of Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

Houston, TX



TALK
LOVED Gene Fowler's article on singing cow-
boys, "Don't Fence Me In." I'm a big fan and
have written many articles for U.S. and over-
seas publications about many of the folks pic-
tured and mentioned. I've also collected the
music for many years. Gene's list of events is
very much appreciated. It's truly wonderful,
wholesome, family music. Way to go, Texas!

MICHELLE SUNDIN
Naples

"DON'T Fence Me In" brought back happy
childhood memories. Peg Moreland, who was
mentioned all too briefly, was my father's first
cousin and spent some time in our home in
Dallas in the 1930s. My father was the world's
worst singer, but Peg indulged him many an
evening with a musical jam in our living room.
Although Dad sang off-key, they went on for a
long time. Their favorite tunes were "She Had
But Fifty Cents" and "Turn the Radio On." Truly
those were the days!

THELMA DICKEY GULLEDGE
Brookshire

Marble Falls Foodie
JUNE NAYLOR'S article on "A Highland Lakes
Quartet" [Top Tables, August] is well written, and
the four restaurants are worthy of the recogni-
tion. There are a couple of other restaurants in
Marble Falls that are just as deserving: Russo's
Texitally Cafe (602 Steve Hawkins Parkway;
830/693-7091; www.texitally.com) overlook-
ing Lake Marble Falls, and Jamin House Cafe
(617 Broadway; 830/693-3979; www.jamin
house.com), which serves Jamaican and Carib-
bean entrees. Places to dine are increasing sig-
nificantly in the entire area, as chefs are leav-
ing the metropolitan areas for the beauty and
serenity of the Hill Country.

MIKE HANCOCK

Deerha ven

A Star is Born
I'M THE GIRL (49-year-old girl!) on page 16
of the August issue, dancing at the Broken
Spoke in Austin. I've never been in a magazine
before, and all of a sudden, I am famous
among my family and friends. Thank you for
putting me in that issue.

SANDRA WILSON
San Antonio

ED. NOTE: Sandra-good luck with that new-
found fame! And while we're talking about
Michael Barnes' story on Austin's live-music
scene, we regret to report that the Back Room,
a landmark hard-rock/hip-hop haunt for more
than 30 years, closed at the end of July.

College Dropouts
REGARDING "Back to School" in the August
issue: What about the University Among the
Pines-Stephen F. Austin State University? I
know you had to leave somebody's school out,
but I truly believe the campus in Nacogdoches
can hold its own against any other school in
Texas, public or private. Keep putting out your
great publication.

CRAIG BASS

Dallas

I AM very disappointed to note the absence
of the University of Houston in the article on
Texas colleges. Why ignore it? I graduated from
there in 1947 and have been so proud of its
growth and development. I felt it deserved
more respect, as do all graduates!

MARYANNE "JACKIE" JACKSON DUFFIE

Wimberley

STARK MUSEUM OF ART

10:00am to 5:00pm

starkm useu1.org
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p ahead, scenic landscapes provide a backdrop for oil boomtowns,

frontier forts, steam trains and historic courthouses. Off to the

side, cultural and heritage festivals make the perfect weekend getaway.

And close behind are stories of the people who made Texas great.

So get in the car. Get on the trail. Take a look around - you can see

your history from here.

Order free heritage trail brochures at www.thc.state.tx.us/travel, or call 866/276-6219.
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When Collin McKinney founded McKinney in 1848, holiday
celebrations were limited to family and a few friends. Today,

the whole city celebrates with the Holiday Tour of Homes,

Victorian Christmas, Candlelight Shopping and downtown's

annual Dickens of a Christmas. Eat, drink and be merry!

Just one of the reasons McKinney is unique by nature.

MCKINNEY

1-888-649-8499
w.Visitmckinne . ai.

MR. McKINNEY WOULD LovE WIAT

WE'VE DONE WI Is TOWN.,
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Front-Row Seats
THE JULY ISSUE just arrived [
so I suppose I'm not the first o
on the splendid picture of the
their Texas-tipped oars, that gra
cover with such stately magnify
ture came alive when we playe
"Amarillo Highway" [from the al
(on everything), Sugar Hill Rec
could hear the splash of the oa
majestically swept the lake to a
was faultlessly maintained thro
tion of the course, outstripping
their competitors. We cheered w
as the crew resplendently cross
marker, triumphant. Thank you f
ture, TH-a Texas treasure.

DAVID MEEKCOMS
London, England

E D. NOT E: Cheer on David! R

WRITE OR E-MAIL: Talk to TH, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/486-5879: e-mail:
letterso5@texashighways.com. web site: www.
texashighways.com. Though we are unable to print
every letter, we just might select yours to appear in the
magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism. We
reserve the right to edit letters.

6 TEXAS HIGHWAYS October 2006

here in London],
ne to comment
rowing team, with
iced the back
cence. The pic-
d Terry Allen's
bum Lubbock

words, 1979]. We
rs as the crew
stroke-rate that

ughout the dura-
and outrowing
with wild delight
ed the finishing
or a great pic-

A

ED. OTE:Cher on Daid! adrlr for more, ,
on the University of Texas at Austin's women's
rowing team, including stats, a schedule, and
a roster, check out www.texassports.com. For
more on Terry Allen's music, go to www.sugar
hillrecords. com.

A+ for Art Direction
JUNE ISSUE: 1. "On the Beach." Your presen-
tation shows again that a picture(s) can be
worth more than a thousand words. How bet-
ter to tell the story of Texas' lovely shores?
2. "Lipscomb." The spacing of the small number
of words on large white pages conveys the feel-
ing of the vast, open spaces of the Panhandle.
This is not an accident. Congratulations on a
wonderful issue!

ERIC CORNELL
Houston

CORRECTION: Phil (not Paul) Ort took the
lovely opening-spread photo of Lake Austin in
August's story on "Liquid Soul."

4
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TORY ABOUNDS

Explore vintage architecture,

brick-paved streets and well-

preserved memoriesfrom a

proud Texas past.

HEN TEXANS POUR ON THE

CHARM, IT'S AN IRRESISTIBLE

ATTRACTION. GET OUT OF THE BIG CITY

AND YOU'LL FIND THEM POURING SOME-

THING ELSE-WONDERFUL TEXAS WINE.

MORE THAN 100 WINERIES CALL TEXAS HOME,

MOST OF THEM IN THE ENCHANTING TOWNS

AND RURAL MECCAS THAT PEPPER THE

COUNTRYSIDE. BE THE TOAST OF TEXAS-COME

GET YOUR OWN TASTE OF VINTAGE CHARM.

TexasWhne xYes'
7 r ai Csl/ a L Texas Department of Agriculture

w w.gotexanwine. org www. texasyes org

SHOPS GALORE

Wine accessories, antiques and

other Texana treasures are big

attractions in small towns.

Ail

0-

4

OUTDOOR FUN

Majestic hills, flowing rivers

and blue, placid lakes lure visitors

down the road less traveled.

/

I2

FOR A FREE TEXAS WINE COUNTRY MAP, CALL (866) 4TX-WINE.

FOR A FREE GETAWAY GUIDE TO RURAL TEXAS DESTINATIONS,

CALL (866) 4TEX-YES. AVAILABLE WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.
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ROAD
THIS MONTH'S TOP PICKS AND PLACES

Best in Show
IF YOU'RE A DOG LOVER, YOU PROBABLY THINK YOUR POOCH IS

special. Cozied up to your feet or with its nose buried beneath your pil-

low, your dog is the most pampered canine on the planet. Or so you think.

At the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, an exhibition called Best in Show:

The Dog in Art from the Renaissance to Today, opens October 1 and con-

tinues through January 1, 2007.

AA CI I H EI AMF[ARI'AN KNNH 4 IIF NAW YORK

The exhibition features approximately 75
paintings, sculptures, and photographs of dogs,
some dating to the 17th Century. From noble
Baroque-era hunting dogs and indulged
Impressionist lapdogs to ironic Pop-Art canine
companions, "dogs have always provided
Rorschach tests for their owners and admirers,"
says art historian Robert Rosenblum.The princi-
pal author of the exhibition's catalog,
Rosenblum notes that "the depiction of dogs in
art mirrors closely the sequence of styles and

emotions in Western art and history."
Call 713/639-7300; www.mfah.org.

A NEW WING
SINCE ITS ESTABLISHMENT 15
years ago in one of Texas' remaining
Carnegie Library buildings, Belton's Who's the

Bell County Museum has captivated (1848-18

visitors with its restored Beaux-Arts architecture
and well-crafted exhibits about Central Texas
history. This spring, the museum debuted its new

K]
A 

J

-14
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96) created Pug and Dachshund in 1875.

wing, a 10,000-square-foot addition that
includes three new exhibition galleries and a
new museum store. If you recognize a touch of
Art Deco in the design, you're right: The new
wing encompasses the adjacent gas station/car
dealership, which dates to the 1930s.

In October, the museum hosts a series of free
Saturday events in celebration of Texas Arche-
ology Month. The museum's archeology pits-
where you can experience what it's like to exca-
vate an Archaic-period hearth site and the site
of an 1880s farmhouse-will open for digging.
You can also explore the museum's canvas rep-
resentation of a Plains Indian teepee. For you
scholars out there, on October 19, archeologist
Dan Potter from the Texas Historical Commission
will present a program about recent discoveries
in Central Texas. Call 254/933-5243; www.bell
countytx.com/Museum.

KNIGHTS IN WHITE SATIN
RENAISSANCE-FAIR FANS HAVE IT GOOD
in the Lone Star State. Smaller statewide events
notwithstanding, two swashbuckling celebra-
tions-springtime's Scarborough Renaissance
Festival (Apr. 7-May 28, 2007, in Waxahachie)
and the upcoming Texas Renaissance Festival
(Sep. 30-Nov. 19 in Plantersville) offer plenty of
opportunity to hone your medieval moxie.

The Texas Renaissance Festival, which cele-
brates its 32nd anniversary this year in the
forested glens northwest of Houston, is the

8 TEXAS HIGHWAYS October 2006
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nation's largest such fest, and you have to see
it to believe it. Really. You'll find meticulously
landscaped grounds dotted with replicas of
16th-Century buildings, daily full-contact joust-
ing matches in an arena reminiscent of the
Coliseum in Rome, and 21 stages featuring jug-
glers, archers, musicians, and pranksters of
every ilk. There's even a mud pit for wrestling,
elephant rides, an axe-throwing contest, more
than 300 arts and crafts "shoppes," and a fire-
works show.

It's so mind-boggling that people even camp
on the grounds. Not that you have to, of course:
Plenty of hotels in the area are willing to put you
up (see the "Accommodations" link on the
event's Web site). Call 281/356-2178; www.
TexRenFest.com.

DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS
ON THE FIRST DAY OF 1986, FOOTBALL
fans watching the Cotton Bowl on TV witnessed
a public-service ad that resonated like a music
video. With a 60-foot Texas flag as a backdrop,
hotshot Texas guitarist Stevie Ray Vaughan per-
formed a bluesy version of The Eyes of Texas,
then drawled the words "Don't Mess With Texas."
Thus began the Texas Department of Trans-
portation's tough-talking antilitter campaign,
along with one of the most unlikely pop-culture
trends since the Pet Rock.

The brainchild of Austin advertising company
GSD&M, the Don't Mess With Texas slogan cel-
ebrates its 20th anniversary this year. In honor

DonY
mess WTiexas

of the slogan's over-
whelming success in
reducing roadside lit-
ter, founding GSD&M
executives Tim Mc-
Clure and Roy Spence
summed up the slo-
gan's entertaining his-
tory in a handsome
coffee-table book,

Don't Mess With Texas: The Story Behind the
Legend (Idea City Press). Most readers will en-
joy the book for its insight into musicians like
Willie Nelson, Jerry Jeff Walker, and the Texas
Tornados; or for stories about sports figures like
Houston Astros pitcher Mike Scott, whose on-
camera fastball set off a "controlled explosion"
that literally knocked him off his feet.

At press time, "Don't Mess With Texas" is
vying for "Favorite Slogan" status in a contest
spearheaded by the American Association of
Advertising Agencies and Yahoo; voting contin-
ues through September 28.To learn more about
today's antilitter campaign or to follow a link to

Teas Hill CouItr Riuer Reg-lo
Vit~tion eaDsn Dr gve sear D
Concan - Garner State Park - Reagan Wells

Sabinal - Utopia - Uvalde

Grapevie e~eXasXperleIt
Whatever you are looking for you will find it here.

Grapevine Mills Mall, Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World and the Grapevine Historic District
offer everything from art and antiques to trendy clothing and sporting goods.

Enjoy award-winning festivals throughout the year including fall
and Christmas holiday events. Experience the Grapevine Vintage Railroad, nine
winery tasting rooms, 81 holes of golf, lake activities and more. Additionally,
Grapevine is centrally located to all Dallas/Fort Worth area attractions.

I O ver 200 restaurants offering

1 I

everything from family-owned to national
favorites to tea rooms. Whether you're
hungry for barbeque or Italian, fast food or
a five-course meal, you'll find a menu to
match your appetite.
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vote for your favorite slogan, go to www.dont
messwithtexas.org.

Don't Mess With Texas: The Story Behind the
Legend is available at your favorite bookstore or
online retailer ($24.95), or at the Texas High-
ways store in Austin (512/486-5899; www.texas
highways.com).

INVASION OF THE
STUFFED SHIRTS!
NOW THAT THOSE DEVILISH DAYS OF
summer have said sayonara, who doesn't want to
be outside, reveling in the promise of cool
weather? The little town of Comfort, which nes-
tles up to the north bank of the Guadalupe River
north of San Antonio, knows how to fete fall with
flair. In an annual event dubbed the Scarecrow
Invasion, residents and business folk elevate the
time-honored bird-deterring icon to high art.
Throughout the month, hundreds of scarecrows-
from traditional to zany-stand guard on lawns
throughout town, creating a festive backdrop for

Cycle of Life
ON NOVEMBER 1-2, MANY FAMILIES ACROSS
Texas will observe the Mexican holiday known

as El Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead),
a popular two-day celebration of life and death.
For an exhibition called Celebracion, Lubbock's
Buddy Holly Center challenged more than 70

local, national, and international artists to
create works honoring their departed friends
and family. The resulting works-ranging from

traditional altars decorated with photographs

and favorite foods to intricate sculptures and
paintings-will be on display October 24

through December 2 at the Buddy Holly Center.

On October 28, the center will pitch in with

other city arts organizations to present
Procesibn, a citywide party that will feature

+,.

In Lubbock, more than 70 artists
will honor departed friends and
family as part of the Buddy Holly
Center's Celebracion.

dancing, live music, and who knows-perhaps a tete-a-tete with a long-lost
loved one. Call 806/775-3560; www.buddyhollycenter.org.

the Comfort Village Antiques Show (Oct. 21-22)
and the Fall Market Day and Gospel Fest (Oct.
28). The former, a show known for "putting the
country back in country shows," celebrates its

UA J U
CFATIS
FEST VAL

Come out & see our

Go Texan Venue
featuring:

s Wines & Wineries - Wine Tasting
Original Texas Art from Notable Artists

Texas Food Products
Cooking Demonstrations

Texas Made Products
Texas Music - Fiddler's Contest

www.conroecajuncatfishfestival.com
Festival Hotlines: 936.539-6009 " 800-314-2604

20th anniversary this year. The latter, which takes
place on the grassy expanses of Comfort Park,
features dozens of arts and crafts vendors, along
with daylong live music. Everyone's invited but
the crows. Call 830/995-3131; www.comfort
chamberofcommerce.com.

WILD IN WILLACY
FALL IS A GREAT TIME TO GO BIRDING or
butterfly-watching in the Rio Grande Valley. Of
course, that's not the only enticement this part of
Texas offers once the temperatures drop. That's
why the seventh annual Wild in Willacy festival,
which takes place October 27-28 throughout
Willacy County, expands its purview this year to
include a celebration of Rio Grande Valley food,
history, and crafts. Along with popular tours of
area ranches and backyard habitats, the festival
will include barbecue cookoffs, boot-making
demonstrations, live music, and kids' programs
relating to nature and heritage. Call 956/689-
3171; www.wildinwillacy.com.

BEAUMONT'S BACK
A YEAR AGO, HURRICANES KATRINA AND
Rita pummeled the Louisiana and Texas coasts
in a violent one-two punch. In Texas, Hurricane
Rita made a beeline for Beaumont and knocked
the city down, but definitely not out. See for
yourself this fall: Southeast Texas beckons. To
make your trip-planning a cinch, the Beaumont
Convention and Visitors Bureau has released its
third annual Official Regional Visitors Guide, a

10 TEXAS HIGHWAYS October 2006



free 88-page magazine dedicated to recreation
in Beaumont, Port Arthur, Port Neches, Groves,
and Nederland.

Goings-on in Beaumont this October include
a blues festival; a canine klatch called Dog-
tober-fest; Dinosaur Day at the Texas Energy
Museum (one of a dozen museums that keep
the area interesting); and the 5th annual
Nightmare on Crockett Street, a costume party
and Halloween celebration in the city's enter-
tainment district.

Here's what to do in the Beaumont-Port
Arthur-Orange triangle when you're not in festi-
val mode: Enjoy fine Cajun cuisine, burgers, or
barbecue. Take a swamp tour, or visit the new
alligator theme park. Explore one of the area's
historic homes, like Port Arthur's Italian-style
Pompeiian Villa or Beaumont's Jay French
House. View ocean-going vessels from the
Sabine-Neches Waterway boardwalk. Shop for
antiques and vintage treasures at Beaumont's
Market on Orleans. And above all, don't forget to
let the good times roll.

Call 800/392-4401; www.beaumontcvb.com.

A ROLLING STONE
GATHERS NO MOSS
LONG BEFORE THEIR 1967 APPEARANCE
on the Ed Sullivan Show, when Rolling Stones
singer Mick Jagger rolled his eyes salaciously
during the sanitized version of their hit "Let's
Spend the Night Together," the band reveled in
their reputation as rock's bad boys. Now that
the bad boys are grown up (and then some), the
Stones can do what they want to do. And in
October, they want to come to Texas.

On October 20, the band will perform at the
El Paso Sun Bowl, then jet to Austin to play an
outdoor show at Zilker Park on October 22. It's
the first time the Stones have brought their tour
to Austin. For ticket information, log onto www.
rollingstones.com or www.ticketmaster.com.

ALL THAT GLITTERS
THROUGH JANUARY 29, 2007, THE
Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum in Canyon
showcases a dazzling assemblage of gemstones
rarely seen by the public. The Duval Collection,
which was housed at the top of Houston's
Pennzoil Building for more than two decades,
includes spectacular specimens of copper, azu-
rite, amethyst, and other treasures, including a
colossal cluster of transparent quartz crystals
that weighs nearly 2,000 pounds. Call 806/
651-2244; www.panhandleplains.org.

V 1I pU E IEA w~txsihascm

60 Miles North of Houston

www.huntsvilletexas.Cao __

.7

Join us at the 46th annual "Salute to Sausage". You don't have to know how to
spell gemuetlichkeit to have a good time at Wurstfest! Come enjoy great mu-
sic, good fun and many special events. It's the Munich Oktoberfest, Texas style!

For information about Wurstfest tours that can include San Antonio, Austin, and
the Texas Hill Country, contact our tour department.

October 2006 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 11
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Spod i ght
on WEEKEND GETAWAYS

Get Out of Town
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU TOOK A TWO-WEEK VACATION?

Can't remember? Join the club. While there's nothing like an extended

getaway, a quick change of pace can revive the soul and spirit, too-

and you don't have to work quite so hard for a chance to relax. After all,

a generous neighbor can look after the pets, the plants can take care

of themselves, and you can throw together a duffel bag in the time it

takes to brew a pot of coffee. Whether you crave a big-city adventure or

a small-town sojourn, keep reading. Then grab your map and hit the road.

HUZZAH FOR HOUSTON
THE NATION'S FOURTH-LARGEST CITY IS
within a half-day's drive of many places in Texas,
and there's enough going on in this metropolis
to keep you busy for months, much less a week-

end. Lodging? You have oodles of options: Stay

downtown (where boutique-hotel rooms often

go for half-price on weekends), in the eclec-

tic Museum District, or in an
inexpensive chain hotel any-
where in town. (You didn't come
here to sleep, did you?)

If you like art and architecture,
plan your trip for October 14-15.
That's when the 10th Annual
Bayou City Art Festival Downtown

Stephen Dickerson s painting the Continental will appear on
posters, T-shirts, and other promotional material for the Bayou City
Art Festival.

enlivens the streets of downtown Houston with

art galore (some 300 artists participate!), along
with nonstop musical and dance performances
and plenty of food and wine. (Call 713/521-
0133; www.bayoucityartfestival.com.) The festi-
val runs from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both days, so

you'll have plenty of time to check out the new

23-acre Sabine-to-Bagby Promenade, a newly

developed stretch along the banks of Buffalo

Bayou that offers jogging and walking trails, lush

landscaping, and the first of several pedestrian
bridges across the waterway.

But with Halloween around the corner, per-
haps you're feeling macabre. Oh, sure, you could
visit the fascinating National Museum of
Funeral History (www.nmfh.org), but for an eye-

opening experience like none other, make plans
to attend a bizarre brunch at the Houston Zoo.
On October 14, the zoo welcomes insect chef

and biologist David George Gordon, whose

i' motto is "If you can't beat 'em, eat 'em." David's
presentation, From Soup to Gnats: The Essen-
tials of Bug Cookery, will include a slide show,
videotape segments, cooking demonstrations,
and a sampling of insect delicacies. (But don't

worry; the main meal will be bug-free.) Cal'
713/533-6500; www.houstonzoo.org.

For more on Houston attractions, lodging,
restaurants, and getaway ideas, call the Hous-

12 TEXAS HIGHWAYS October 2006
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ton Convention and Visitors Bureau (800/
4HOUSTON; www.visithoustontexas.com).

TAKE ME TO THE RIVER
SOMETIMES, YOU'RE A CITY MOUSE.
Sometimes, you're a country mouse. Some-
times, you're both: a mouse who wants to sleep
in a luxurious bed after a rough-and-tumble
day on the river. That's when the Central Texas
Hills & Rivers Region beckons. Comprised of
Concho, McCulloch, Menard, San Saba, Mason,
and Kimble counties, the
offer: wineries, shopping
for antiques and locally-
made crafts and foods,
restaurants, museums,
historical sites, parks,
pictograph sites, and
lodging that ranges from
secluded B&Bs to no-
frills motels and camp-
grounds.

The San Saba and
Llano rivers nourish this
land, as they have for
centuries. And there's no
better way to commune
with the region's natural
side than by taking a
canoe or kayak trip down
these shimmering stretch-
es of water. Longtime
river rat Brent Frazier, who
runs a company called
San Saba River Adven-
tures from his home
base in Menard, would
agree. An avid angler,
Brent has lived on the
river his whole life, the
two years he spent lead-
ing adventure tours in
Japan notwithstanding.

region has much to I

There's n
way to Comm

region's nature

taking a canoe

down these

stretches

Kayakers prepare to e
the Llano River.

For you and me,
that means Brent can coach us through a
gnarly riffle just as easily as he can show us
where the bass are hiding out. Call 325/456-
6447; www.sansabariveradventures.com.

A stone's throw south, in Junction, Jay Murr
can't wait to show you the beauty of the Llano
River. Jay, who left his job as an engineer sever-
al years ago to return to his Hill Country home,
owns Peacemaker River Expeditions, a river-run-
ning outfit that caters to first-timers and sea-
soned pros alike. When approaching a rapid,
"Aim for the middle, and lean the direction you
want to go" Jay advises. "The water's moving
faster than you are." Jay and his twin brother,

Ray, who often accompanies groups, are ex-
ceedingly pleasant kayak companions, pointing
out birds, turtles, and plant life along the way.
And that easygoing grin on Jay's face? That smile
can be yours, after a day on the Llano River. Call
325/446-2363 or 512/963-1223.

For more information about attractions, activ-
ities, restaurants, and lodging in the Central
Texas Hills & Rivers Region, see www.texashills
andrivers.org.

Brent and Jay, along with other outfitters in the
area, can ferret out the fish and show you the

prettiest spots on the riv-
o better ers here. But if you've

une with the joined the fly-fishing craze,
you're also in luck: On

l side than by October 20-22, an event
. on the Llano River called

Oktoberfisch brings fly-

shimmering fishing enthusiasts to the
Mason area for a week-

of water. end of kayaking, cama-
0TERRY BRANDT raderie, and education.

Along with casting clin-
ics, fly-tying demonstra-
tions, and classes like
"How to Think Like a Fish,"
Oktoberfisch also prom-
ises plenty of surprises.

- Though plenty of folks
stay at motels and B&Bs
in nearby Mason or Fred-
ericksburg, most atten-
dees (there were about
100 last year) camp at

' festival headquarters, on
the grounds of Keller's
Riverside Store, a general
store and restaurant that
dates to 1862. It's a tradi-

nbark on a trip down tional country store, right?
Well, sort of: Along with

fishing tackle, ice, suntan lotion, cowboy hats,
and sundry other supplies, store owner and epi-
cure Crockett Keller stocks such river anomalies
as imported olive oil and escargots. At Keller's,
you'll enjoy breakfast tacos and cowboy coffee in
the morning, campfire singalongs at night, and
plenty of fish tales. If that's not enough to lure
you in, Crockett and his wife, Dianna, will serve a
gourmet Saturday-night steak dinner. They'll save
the fish for catching in the river.

For more information about Oktoberfisch, call
830/997-8881 or 997-8388; www.fredericksburg
flyfishers.org. For details about Keller's River-
side Store, call 325/347-0055; www.kellers
store.com. -LORI MOFFATT

October 2006 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 13



HOUSTON'S CAESAR
NOTEWORTHY CULINARY JOURNEYS Hail Caesa

REMEMBER when Caesar salad was one of the stars of a

fancy restaurant's dining room? I clearly recall the first time

I ordered a Caesar salad in the 1970s, back in New York,

and the hoopla that ensued when the waiter arrived pushing

a cart upon which was assembled all of the salad's ingredients.

There was the crushing of the garlic clove in the bottom of a

wooden bowl, followed by mashing of the

anchovy (oooh!), then a raw egg (ohmy-

gosh) to be nimbly whisked into the dress-

ing. The tossing of romaine, the grating

of Parmesan, the final addition of house-

made croutons (sigh) that were exquisitely

garlicky and oily and crunchy all at once

made a dish that was the perfect sophisticat-

ed start to a grand evening of dining out.

Well, Caesar salad has come a long way

since those days, both to its benefit and

detriment. Today, you can find Caesar

salad-said to have been invented by an

Italian immigrant in

Tijuana named Caesar

Cardini-on practi-

cally any restaurant

menu, even at fast-

food chains. Topped

with grilled chicken or

shrimp, a crab cake, or

a scattering of fried

oysters, a Caesar salad

SAL

r!M

AD COMPETITION

BY TERESA BYRNE-DODGE

4k

Chefs from Ashton Gardens, in far north Houston present t theirTexas Tornado
Caesar Salad, an entry in the Creative Caesar category in last year's contest.

can be a satisfying

meal. On the other hand, alas, the dismal

heap of lettuce and dressing huddled in

the bottom of many a plastic bowl often

bears little resemblance to the classic con-

coction that gave birth to the trend.

For anyone who loves a great Caesar

salad, Houston's annual Caesar Salad

Competition is a must-see-or, make that

a must-taste. This October marks the

22nd annual staging of this popular toss-

up, which, so far as I can ascertain, is the

oldest Caesar salad competition in the

THE PUBLIC is invited to the 22nd
annual Caesar Salad Competition,
which takes place Fri., Oct. 13, 2006,
at the Doubletree Hotel-Allen Center, at
400 Dallas St. in downtown Houston. Admission:
$35 (includes food and wine). Tickets will be
sold at door; cash, checks, and major credit cards
accepted. The party is sponsored by the Houston
Food & Beverage Managers Assn. and My Table
magazine, with proceeds benefiting the Food &
Beverage Managers' Educational Endowment.

United States. It brings together some 20

chefs from Houston's best restaurants,
who compete in four categories. Every-

one is welcome, and you're invited to

sample every salad, washing each down

with wine or bottled water, then vote for

the Consumers' Choice Award. (A panel

of judges decide the other winners.)
Love the old-fashioned, strictly inter-

preted Caesar salad? There's a category

for Classic Caesar Salad, and it was won

14 TEXAS HIGHWAYS October 2006



This popular tossup brings together some 20 chefs from

Houston's best restaurants, who compete in four categories.

last year by Bubba Butera and Frankie B.

Mandola (of Damian's Cucina Italiana),
who have won the prize five times over

the past 22 years. As usual, they produced
a salad that was sublimely balanced, with
exactly the right marriage of lemon and
garlic, mustard and anchovy, Worcester-
shire and Parmesan.

More a gourmand daredevil? Then
you'll want to focus on sampling from

the Creative Caesar Salad category, where
a Caesar salad can take many forms-not
all of them a salad as you think you know
it. Last year, the prize for Best Creative

Caesar went to Spencer's for Steaks &
Chops, the fine-dining restaurant in the Hil-
ton Americas. Chef Joel St. John's entry was
a prosciutto-wrapped Caesar salad bun-
dle with a fried buttermilk-marinated an-

CLASSIC CAESAR SALAD

Winner, 21st Caesar Salad Competition, recipe
by Bubba Butera and Frankie B. Mandola, own-
ers, Damian's Cucina Italiana

1 head romaine lettuce

7 T. olive oil, divided

4 medium garlic cloves

5 large anchor v]

3 T. capers

1 tsp. dry mustard

6 T. red wine vinegar

1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce

juice of 1/2 lemon

1 egg

4-5 heaping T. Parmesan cheese, divided

fresh black pepper

Separate the lettuce leaves, wash well, and pat
dry. Keep lettuce in a napkin (or towel) to make
sure it is dry when ready to toss.

In a large wooden bowl, add about 1 tsp. olive
oil. Holding a garlic clove with a fork, swirl it in
the olive oil, then try to coat the wall of the wood-
en bowl with the olive oil and juice of the garlic
clove. Next, smash the garlic clove until it is com-
bined with the olive oil to form a smooth paste.

Add anchovies, capers, and remaining garlic cloves,
mash all with a fork, and combine with the garlic-

chovy. It was so popular-it also took the

Consumers' Choice Award-that Joel sub-
sequently added it to the restaurant menu.

But his rendition is fairly tame com-
pared to some, uh, experiments. There
have been Caesar salad tacos, Caesar
salad wraps, even Caesar salad sushi. In
2004, chef Jeff Armstrong of 17 restau-
rant turned Caesar salad inside out,
deconstructing it by tempura-frying the
hearts of romaine lettuce, which he then
topped with Caesar dressing that he had

made into jelly-like croutons. Crazy!
Consider some of these other recent

Creative Caesar Salad entries: baby ro-
maine tossed in vanilla Caesar dressing
with shrimp, crab, and chipotle creme
fraiche, served in a tortilla cup; Creole Cae-

sar Napoleon, with crab and mandarin

olive oil mixture until it has a smooth consistency.

Add dry mustard, wine vinegar, Worcestershire
sauce, and freshly squeezed lemon juice. Combine
ingredients thoroughly with garlic-anchovy mixture.

Add remaining olive oil and 1 egg yolk with a little
bit of egg white (discard remaining egg white). Mix
thoroughly until texture is creamy and smooth.
Add 1 T. Parmesan cheese. Mix well.

Add dry romaine lettuce leaves, and toss until
coated (there should not be any dressing left in
the bowl). Sprinkle a little more Parmesan cheese
over lettuce. Grind fresh black pepper over lettuce.
Toss again lightly. Add croutons (recipe below).
Toss only a few times, so croutons won't get soggy.

Serve on large chilled dinner plates. Sprinkle with
a little more Parmesan and ground pepper before
serving. Yield: 4 dinner salads.

CROUTONS

1 garlic clove

1/3 c. olive oil

2 c. crusty French bread cut into 1-inch cubes

coarse (kosher) salt

fresh black pepper

In a small bowl, mash the garlic clove with the
olive oil. Lightly brush bread cubes with this mix-

ture (add more oil if necessary), then sprinkle
with salt and pepper. Bake at 350 F until golden

(about 15 minutes), turning occasionally. Set aside.
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orange segments, served lay-

ered in a martini glass; a Cae-

sar sprouting from an avo-

cado "flower," with a shot of

chilled sake as a chaser; and

Southwest Caesar salad with

grilled shrimp, cotija cheese,
pumpkin seeds, corn, black

beans, and crisp tortilla strips.

A Best Presentation cate-

gory was added two years

ago, and this has inspired

chefs to dress in costume,
decorate their tables, and,
basically, let their imagina-

tions run wild. The 2005
winner for Best Presentation

shaw's bite-size Caesar, which

on a skewer in a martini glass

san broth, the stemmed glass

with an origami crane. It was t

of sous-chef Plinio Sandalio.

The Caesar Salad Compe

v 
T

l { 4

tition was
TERESA BYRNE-DODGE is the editor and publisher of

My Table: Houston's Dining Magazine.

V22ND ANNUAL WINGS OVER Pe'p #\IRSHOW

C-,

October 21st-22nd, ElIing eld, the USAF "Thunderbirds"
including vintage aircratt and military jet demos.

Information & tickets wingsoverhouston.com or call 713-266-4492

,5, " I , 6, t Bay Area Houston Is WIndsurling -Unquo Shopping esh
minutes from the Airshow and within 30 minutes Seafood at beautiful waterfront restaurants.
of Galveston beaches and downtown Houston. Great Fall Rates for Every Budget.

Attractions and fun for kids of all ages!
Kemah Boardwalk - Space Center Houston - _ CALL 1-800-844-LAKE or CLICK ON
Birding - Water Sports - Parasailing - B AY A R E A H O U S T O N www.visitbayareahouston.com
Fishing/Sailing Charters - NIE ION vso ms 1un I to book ONLINE reservations.

WO F IS A NON PROFIT S01C A3 COMMUNITY EVENT PODUC FM 1F
G. iF COAST WING A WEST I 1)L11 (N SO JAERON OF THE COMMLFO RAI 0- AIR I-OHS L
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tossed together 22 years ago by Guy

Stout, a local wine distributor. "I thought

it would be fun to see who made the best

Caesar in town," says Guy. "I grew up in

Dallas and used to make
Caesar salads as a waiter

at Dominique's. Everyone

who makes Caesar salad
thinks theirs is the best. I

am no exception. I think

mine is the best, too."

So what's been the weird-

est entry ever? "I was just
laughing about that re-

cently with the creator,
Chris Shepherd from Bren-

Caroni miarun anyone 5150a1 nan's restaurant," says Guy.
salads, invented by one Caesar "It was cold Caesar salad
Cardini, can pop up in various d d "
guises and receptacles. soup. And it tasted great."

In some parts of the

was Rick- country, this is the month for apple cider,
was served winemaking, and harvest festivals. In

of Parme- Houston, however, if it's October, then it's

decorated time to break out the garlic, tear up the

he creation lettuce, and let it fly. Hail, Caesar!



HISTORY, FOLKLORE, AND F

SATURDAY SAVIORThe late Everette Lee DeGolyer of Dallas is usually identified as an oil-

man, petroleum geologist, and geophysicist. He was also an inventor;

a founder of several companies, including Geophysical Service, Inc.,

which became Texas Instruments; head

of a long list of other major companies;

and director of the American Petroleum

Institute for two decades. Less well

known is his role as savior of the Satur-

day Review of Literature, a respected lit-

erary magazine for some six decades.

DeGolyer, a highly literate man, col-

lected a magnificent library of first and

rare editions. He also read the Saturday

Review from the time of its inaugura-

tion in 1924. Although critically ac-

claimed, the SRL had limited circula-

tion and ran an annual deficit. Norman

Cousins, who became the SRL's editor

in 1940, determined to increase circula-

tion by broadening coverage. During

planning in 1941 for a series of region-

ally focused issues, the first of which

would feature the Southwest, Cousins

and DeGolyer met for the first time.

Over the next several years, DeGolyer

propped up the magazine with gener-

ous loans, bought blocks of SRL stock at

critical times, and served as a sounding

board for ideas. He was named chair-

man of the board in 1948. By early

1949, circulation had increased five-

fold, and the magazine was turning a

consistent profit.

Not long before his death in 1956,
DeGolyer told Cousins, "I believe I have

got more fun out of the Saturday Review

association than from any other busi-

ness enterprise, and take more satisfac-

tion in its success than in any oil strike."

-Mary G. Ramos, Dallas

BONNIE AND COLLIDEW hen Steve Pritchard and his

family rescued the occu-

pants of a Ford coupe that
had plunged from a bluff near Welling-

ton into the Red River below, they had

no idea what lay in store. The year was

4)lophysiost, ploo

leum geologist, and philanthropist Everette Lee
DeGolyer (1886-1956) saved a popular maga-,
zine from going under.

1933, and the car's passengers were
none other than the infamous Texan

outlaws Bonnie Parker and Clyde Bar-
row. It wasn't until Clyde and his broth-
er Buck (some sources say gang member

W.D. Jones) pulled themselves out of the
car-by then engulfed in flames-and
pointed guns at the Pritchards that the
family knew whom they faced. The Bar-
rows took the Pritchards hostage and
demanded they remove the injured Bon-
nie to their home to administer first aid.

While Mrs. Pritchard tended to seri-
ous burns on Bonnie's face, arms, and legs,
a family friend sneaked out the back
door to call the police. As the sheriff and
marshal approached in the darkness,
the Barrows overtook the officers, then
used their handcuffs to bind them.
Grabbing the two men and Bonnie, the
gangsters fled to Oklahoma in the offi-
cers' car, stopping along the way only

long enough to tie the prisoners to a
tree, according to an Austin American
article that ran on June 12, 1933, two

days after the incident. This would be

COURTESY DEGOLYER LIBRARY, SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY, DALLAS, TEXAS, MSS 60

ASCINATING FACTS

one of the last times Bonnie and Clyde

escaped the law. (A year later, Bonnie,

23, and Clyde, 25, met their fate in
Louisiana in a hail of bullets fired by

Texas Rangers and other law officers.)
Known today as the "Red River

Plunge," the Panhandle incident is com-

memorated by a Texas Historical Mark-

er on US 83, beside the Salt Fork of the
Red River, where the car took its dive.

-Jennifer Nalewicki, Austin

WHERE IS THE U.S.S. TEXAS?
he answer is, "Which U.S.S. Tex-

as do you mean?" The famed
. Battleship Texas, veteran of

World Wars I and II, welcomes visitors
at her berth, adjacent to the San Jacint-
o Battleground State Historic Site in La
Porte. Launched on May 18, 1912, she

had a long and distinguished career,
culminating in designation as flagship

of the Atlantic fleet in 1940 and the
earning of five battle stars. Decommis-

sioned in 1948 and presented to the

State of Texas by the federal govern-

ment, she is now a National Historic
Landmark and a National Mechanical

Engineering Landmark.

But that U.S.S. Texas was not the
first, nor the last, ship to bear the name.
The original U.S.S. Texas was a 309-

foot, steel-hulled battleship built in 1892.
After the sinking of the Maine at Hava-

na, Cuba, in 1898, the Texas jumped into

the thick of the Spanish-American War.

By 1908, the ship was semiretired in

Charleston, South Carolina. So that the
name could be used on a new battle-

ship, the original U.S.S. Texas was re-
named the San Marcos in 1911. Later,
following some years as a gunnery tar-

get, she was sunk in Chesapeake Bay.
A nuclear guided missile cruiser bear-

ing the famous name was launched in
1975, served in combat in the Middle
East, and was decommissioned in 1993.
The current U.S.S. Texas, christened in
2004 by First Lady Laura Bush, is an

attack submarine.

-Mary G. Ramos, Dallas
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BY MICHAEL KARL WITZEL

CARHOPS, CURB SERVICE, AND THE PIG SANDWICH
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PEOPLE IN THEIR CARS ARE SO LAZY THAT THEY DON'T WANT TO GET OUT OF THEM TO EAT!
proclaimed candy and tobacco mogul Jesse Granville Kirby in 1921. At the time, he was trying to

get Dallas physician Reuben Wright Jackson interested in investing in a new type of roadside restau-

rant. Kirby's revolutionary new format would one day form the basis for all "fast food" stands.

His idea was simple: Patrons would drive up in their automobiles and make food requests

from behind the wheel. Acting as an order-taker, a young lad would field requests for food direct-

ly through the window of the customer's car. Before engines had a chance to cool down, hot food

and cold drinks would be delivered right back out to the curb, lickety-split. The best part of it all

was that diners could consume their meals while still sitting in the front seat of their cars!

Sivils "drive-inn" opened in Houston in 1938. In 1940, J.D. and Louise Sivil added this location in Dallas, a city
landmark for years to come. POSTCARD COURTESY AUTHOR'S COLLECTION
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Pig Stands started the nation's drive-in craze in Dallas in 1921.
Several remain, this one (left) at 1508 Broadway in San Antonio.
Ruth Forke (below) worked at San Antonio's Flores Street Pig Stand.
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INTHE FALL OF 1921, Texas "Pig Stand" NumberOne opened for business at the busy intersec-
tion of Highway 80 and Cockrell, in the

Chalk Hill area of Dallas. Dine-in-your-car conven-
ience had arrived, starring a newfangled creation
dubbed the "Pig Sandwich." Prepared with slices of
tender roast pork loin, pickle relish, and barbecue
sauce, the hand-held motoring meal gained a loyal
following among Cowtown commuters and Dallas
drivers. Most Texas counties were dry in those days,
and an ice-cold bottle of Dr Pepper (invented at a
Waco drugstore 36 years earlier) provided the re-
freshing pick-me-up.

But the portable BBQ cuisine wasn't the only
draw at America's first curb-service cafe. The ener-

getic waiters who worked the curb-or carhopss,"
as someone dubbed them-were a sight to behold.
"They were all young boys, probably 12 to 15 years
old," recalls Richard Hailey, present-day heir to the
Pig Stand throne and acting president of Pig Stands,
Inc. "Hustle was the name of the game. As soon as
they saw a Model T start to slow down and turn its
tires toward the curb, they'd race out to see who
could jump up on the running board first while the
car was still moving."

With a serving technique more akin to rodeo
trick-riding than waiting on cars, the legend of the
Texas carhop grew. And so did the notoriety of the
Pig Stand's signature sandwich. "Give a little pig a
chance and it will make a hog of itself," Kirby was
known to say, and he was right: Driven beyond the
Texas borders by one of the first franchising deals in
the industry, the number of stands multiplied. By
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1934, more than 100 outlets were ser

ing up "America's Motor Lunch" in

Alabama, Arkansas, California, Flo-

rida, Louisiana, Mississippi, New

York, Oklahoma, and Texas.

Inspired by Kirby and Jack-

son's triumph, restaurateurs in Fort

Worth, Dallas, and Houston copied

the alfresco format and cashed in o

"HOUSTON DRIVE-I
TRADE GETS GIRL SH

WITH ITS HAMBURGERS"
A 1940 LIFE MAGAZINE

STORY DESCRIBED SIV
AND THEY WEREN'T

n AGGERATING.

the ranks of hungry car-lovers for them-
selves. There was business aplenty. By the end

of the 1920s, vehicle ownership had increased from

6 million to 27 million motorcars nationwide. From

the Texas Panhandle to the coastal plain, potential

customers cruised the highways and byways, eye-

NV

OW

orful place to eat.

IN 1938, Houston motorists dis-

IS H OW covered good food served fast

C OVER after restaurant owner J.D. Sivil

and his wife, Louise, opened
I LS- their first curbside canteen. Be-

EX- fore the first burger hit the grid-

dle, Louise demonstrated a real

knack for running a roadside stand.

First, she hired female "car-hostesses"

instead of male carhops. For 25 cents an hour (plus

tips), they served the car crowd a revved-up power

menu that included fried chicken, sirloin steak,
and trout sandwiches. Next, she called her place

[CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE LEFr] After Life magazine ran an article about Houston's Sivils drive-in, uniforms began carrying sleeve

patches with the embroidered message "Enjoy LIFE at Sivils." Buna "Johnnie" Van Hekken (pictured) met Sivils' carhop hiring

criteria: female, between 18 and 25 years old, with a high school diploma, health card, and "come-hither" look. Health Camp,
on Waco's famous traffic circle, has been a roadside fixture for more than 50 years for drivers cravin' burgers, fries, and malts.

Drive-in service became so popular in the 1950s that Coca-Cola ran ads in major magazines idealizing the serving style.
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With two locations in Dallas, Keller's manages to pull in the burger-and-beer business in spite of com-
petition from a nearby McDonald's. Like many drive-ins, Sivils' South Main location in Houston gave
out matchbooks to the smoking public.

a "drive-inn," because she

thought "hamburger stand"
* sounded too low-class.

Louise was equally discerning when hiring her
hostesses. Well aware that it was pretty girls who
attracted the drive-in trade, she selected girls from

an exuberant crowd of applicants, eliminating all

those who weren't between the ages of 18 and 25.

But there was more to it than just age: To join the

team, a prospective Sivils girl had to have a good
figure and a "come hither" personality! Applicants

had to have brains, too-along with a high-school
diploma and a health card.

Only a lucky few were invited to join the Sivils
drive-in spectacle. "Houston Drive-in Trade Gets
Girl Show with its Hamburgers" is how a 1940
issue of Life magazine (with a Sivils carhop on the
cover) described it-and they weren't exaggerating.

Every night, it was the same revue: At shift change,
loud music spilled from the loudspeakers as the en-
tire crew of carhops filed in to end their day. Im-
mediately thereafter, a new crew paraded out and

assembled in a grand chorus line to wait for inspec-
tion. Louise personally checked them over to make

sure their form -fitting satin uniform s w c do_

were clean and their cowboy boots
polished. Only then were they released -
to take orders and serve the food.

But this one-of-a-kind drive-in set-
up was only a preview of coming at-
tractions. Two years later, the Sivils
proved that "everything is bigger and
better in Texas," especially drive-ins.

As the years went by carbon uniforms went
from elaborate to more relaxed, as in this pho-
to of an unknown beauty in 1960s Dallas.

COURTESY DALLAS PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Serving you in your car is what drive-ins are all about. At Austin's Top
Notch, George Forrester (top) enjoys friendly service in his 1971 Pontiac
GTO Judge. Other classic cars sometimes gather at the Top Notch (top
right). Above, a San Antonio Pig Stand has gussied up for Christmas.

In 1940, they opened a second curb stand, in the Oak Cliff

suburb of Dallas, at the intersection of Westmoreland

Avenue, West Davis Street, and Fort Worth Avenue.

In the vernacular of the times, the Dallas drive-in would

be categorized as the "cat's meow." It featured north and

south curb service, three acres of parking, and a small mov-

ie screen. A serving staff of 105 carhops and three motor-

scooter-riding cigarette girls tended up to 500 cars at one

time. It was so big that a "general" manned the building tow-

er to direct the carhops to new arrivals. "When customers

pulled into their spots, a caller relayed their locations over a

P.A. system," explains Buna "Johnnie" Van Hekken, a former

Sivils cashier. Sivils was the talk of the town; the drive-in was

in full swing.

OVER THE NEXT HALF-CENTURY,the drive-in restaurant charmed

the public. In Texas towns both small and large, it provided

a venue for young people to meet, eat, socialize... and show

off their wheels. As the art of curb service seduced

California, Michigan, and other states, drive-in operators

duplicated the successful Sivils and Pig Stands formula,
spinning off multiple variations on the theme. Imitators

tried all sorts of shenanigans to grab the motorist's atten-

tion-hiring all blonde carhops or tall girls, installing air-

conditioning tubes to cool your car... and even putting the

gals on roller skates.

Flash forward more than 50 years, and you can still see

the influence that the Sivils and Jesse Kirby had on the busi-

ness of roadside food. To the good fortune of Texas

motorists, a handful of Texas Pig Stands continue their

porcine-BBQ rituals-in Beaumont, Houston, and San An-

tonio, and at newer ones in Lytle and Seguin. "These days,
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diners can still get an oversized piece of Texas Toast, giant
onion rings, a milkshake, and a tasty Pig Sandwich," ex-
plains Richard Hailey. "The best part is that we still sell the
very same Pig Sandwich, made the same way that it was
made so many years ago."

Sadly, the great Sivils locations are gone now, but Sonic-
America's only national drive-in chain-carries forth the
tradition with gusto. Today, it boasts more than 850 loca-
tions in the Lone Star State alone. Carhops still deliver food
to cars the same way they did during the drive-in's heyday.
Although running boards are history and the uniforms are

- I

Before Woild vWar ii, must carhops were male. This busy young man
was photographed at Dallas' Edgewood Pharmacy in the 1920s.

more casual, you can still see them glidi-g between the cars,
sometimes on roller skates, delivering window trays stacked
high with burgers, fries, and Cokes. The personal service
that only a carhop can give-smiling and treating the cus-
tomer right-never goes out of style.

The proliferation of cookie-cutter, drive-thru burger joints
hasn't affected the mom-and-pop drive-ins either (according
to Richard Hailey, California Pig Stand No. 21 pioneered
the "drive-thru" window in 1931). With names like Bar L,
Bun 'n' Barrel, Chip's, Fran's, Frosty, Health Camp, Jo Jo's,
Keller's, Malt Shop, Snapka's, Storm's, Theo's, Top Notch,
Wagon Wheel, and yes, even Pig Stand, the Texas drive-ins we
remember from the cruising' days of our youth continue to

attract us with the buzz of glowing neon, the sizzle of grilled
beef, and the savory aroma of beer-battered onion rings.

The fact is, Texans still love to eat in their cars. For drive-

in aficionados, nothing can compare with having breakfast,
lunch, or dinner while seated in that favorite dining room:

the front seat of your car. Cool cars, great food, and good
times define the Texas roadside-birthplace of carhops,
curb service, and the Pig Sandwich.*

TEXAS DRIVE-IN RESTAURANTS

O AUSTIN
Fran's, 1822

'0
4I~s

S. Congress (512/444-5738)
and 6214 Cameron Rd. (512/
458-6007); Top Notch, 7525
Burnet Rd., 512/452-2181

O BEAUMONT Texas Pig Stand
#41, 1595 Calder Ave., 409/
813-1444

o BIG SPRING Wagon Wheel
Drive-In, 2010 Scurry St., 432/
267-2851

O CORPUS CHRISTI Snapka's
Drive-In, 4434 Weber Rd., 361/
855-8355

o DALLAS Keller's Drive-In,
6537 E. Northwest Hwy. (214/
368-1209) and 10554 Harry
Hines Blvd. (214/357-3572)

O DENTON Frosty, 1002 Fort
Worth Dr., 940/387-5449

O GRAND PRAIRIE Theo's
Drive-In, 2626 E. Main St., 972/
262-3309

O HOUSTON Texas Pig Stand
#7, 2412 Washington Ave., 713/
864-4041

O LAMPASAS Storm's, 201 N.
Key Ave., 512/556-6269 (also in
Burnet, Hamilton, Kingsland, and
Marble Falls)

m LYTLE Texas Pig Stand #35,
19525 McDonald St., 830/
709-0466

D ODESSA Jo Jo's, 3506 E.
University Blvd., 432/366-2941

® PALESTINE Chip's Burger
Ranch, 908 W. Palestine Ave.
(US 79), 903/723-1016

® SAN ANTONIO Bun 'n'
Barrel, 1150 Austin Hwy., 210/
828-2829; Texas Pig Stand
#24, 801 S. Presa St. (210/
225-1321) and Texas Pig Stand
#29, 1508 Broadway St. (210/
222-2794)

0 SEGUIN Texas Pig Stand
#10, 1832 W. 1-10, 830/
303-1331

4 WACO Health Camp, 2601
Circle Rd., 254/752-2081

4 WEATHERFORD Malt Shop,
2028 Fort Worth Hwy., 817/
594-2524

@ WICHITA FALLS Bar L,
908 13th St., 940/322-3400

Sonic-America's Drive-In, the only national drive-in chain, has 861
Texas locations (see www.sonicdrivein.com).

MICHAEL KARL WITZEL of Wimberley has written more than
a dozen books on American road-trip nostalgia, including The
American Drive-In, Soda Pop, and Route 66 Remembered.
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Pioneers on a
New Frontier

ike traditional Lone Star cow-

boys, these Hill Country mavericks

share an affinity for hard wok,

independence, and strong opinions. They

understand the land, and they've planted

Mediterranean grape varietals that toler-

ate Texas heat. They've discovered that

the Italian sunbathing beauty, the San-

giovese grape-the backbone of Tuscan

Chianti-and other sturdy, warm-weath-

er grapes grow beautifully here and pro-

duce some mighty fine wines.

These Texas winemakers share the

same rebellious spirit that inspired some

Tuscan vintners in the 1970s to create so-

called "Super Tuscan" wines. Rather than

conform to age-old Italian regulations

governing the composition of Chianti,
the Italian vintners traded the "Chianti"

appellation for the freedom to blend

Sangiovese grapes with such international

varieties as Cabernet, Merlot, and Syrah,
thus adding complexity. These "Super

Tuscan" wines gained immediate success

and continue to earn worldwide acclaim.

Here in Texas, vintners are creating their

own "Super Texans" from their own pro-

prietary blends, as well as producing other

award-winning wines from warm-weath-

er grapes. Let's meet them!

FLAT CREEK ESTATE
estled in a valley on the north

shore of Lake Travis, Flat Creek

Estate is a lovely sight to behold.

Expansive vistas abound on this 80-acre

property, especially those viewed from

the pecan-shaded patio, which overlooks

terraced gardens, lily ponds, and rows of

meticulously tended grapevines.

Some call veteran winemaker Craig

Parker "the flying vintner," because he

has worked at wineries around the world.

I call him that because I zoomed around

the vineyards with him in his golf cart

while he regaled me with information

about wine. I juggled notes, camera, and

a precious glass of vino on the bumpy

trail. I swear I could taste the same flavor

4
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cozy tasting room of Flat Creek Estate (top), which
opens daily. During Flat Creek's harvest celebrc
tion last August, Lisa Mays (above) of Dripping
Springs stomped grapes in style.
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in the glass of his Sangiovese wine that I

did in a grape plucked straight from the

vine-a pleasant tang redolent of summer

cherries, blackberries, and plums.

When Flat Creek's owners, Rick and

Madelyn Naber, asked Craig to join them

in 2001, he was thrilled to help design a

winery from the ground up, furnished

with state-of-the-art equipment. Flat

Creek's newest addition stands high on a

hill overlooking the vineyards-a special-

events center built in the Tuscan tradition
of stucco and stone. With a demonstra-

tion kitchen, a huge stone fireplace, tables

and stools made from wine barrels, and a

tasting bar, the building is perfect for wed-
dings and other festive occasions.

Down the hill, a quaint, cut-stone tast-
ing room resembles a Tuscan cellar. In its
warm and inviting interior, with rich

"Great wine results from the complex
balance of climate, environment, soil,
great water, and careful attention to the
vineyard. And we have it right here at Flat

Creek," Craig says proudly.

TEXAS HILLS VINEYARDGary and Kathy Gilstrap, both

pharmacists by trade, easily

applied skills of that profession

to the science of making wine. In 1995,
with their son, Dale Rassett, they founded
Texas Hills Vineyard just outside of
Johnson City, where the sandy loam re-
minded them of Tuscany's. A long, gravel
driveway bordered by vineyards leads
you to their charming Tuscan-style tasting
room, which was dug out of a hillside,
creating perfect conditions for making
and storing wine. Its rammed-earth exte-

I SWEAR I COULD the same flavor in the glass
of Flat Creek Estate's Sangiovese wine that I did in a grape
plucked straight from the vine-a pleasant tang redolent of
summer cherries, blackberries, and plums.

Texas mesquite cabinetry and a cozy tast-

ing bar, well-trained staff lead guests
through a tasting of Flat Creek's wines.

You can also order wines by the glass or

by the bottle to enjoy on the patio.

For a fall tasting, Madelyn recommends

their Super Texan 2004, a wine that pairs

wonderfully with Mediterranean food like

simple pasta and meat grilled with rose-
mary. The peach-apricot aroma of Flat

Creek's award-winning Muscato Blanco

smells as good as it tastes; it's good as an
aperitif or as a dessert wine.

For Craig, blending begins in the vine-

yard, where he selects grapes to blend
in the barrel and in the bottle. Sangio-

vese is one of his favorites. "Sangiovese

grapes show site variation," he says,
"which means that the Sangiovese pro-
duced at another winery, even if it is just

down the road, will be different from

mine." Craig does not want to compro-

mise the color and flavor of the "unmis-

takably noble" Sangiovese, so he adds

only "splashes" of other grapes, like an

artist would to a painting.

from Italian-style Texas cheeses to Fritos

with locally produced salsas-to enjoy

on the patio with a glass of wine.
You can sample Texas Hills' award-

winning, Italian-style wines: the signa-
ture light, fruity Pinot Grigio, and the
Moscato Canelli and Orange Moscato.

Scrumptious and not too sweet, the
moscatos burst with flavors of ripe pear

and orange zest. Serve them with first

courses-even spicy Thai food or sushi-
and dessert... or as dessert!

A few years ago in Barcelona, I became

enamored with dry Spanish Rosado

wines served chilled with seafood, so I

was eager to taste the Gilstraps' Rosato di
Sangiovese, made in the tradition of a true

dry ros6. "We crush Sangiovese grapes,
allowing the juice, skin, and seeds to soak
in chilled tanks for a few days to give the
soft, red color," says Gary. "Then we press
the mixture and ferment it like a white
wine to enhance the fruitiness." (Red
wines, in comparison, are fermented with-
out being pressed.)

Gary calls Texas Hills' Estate San-

giovese a "Super Texcan," augmented, in
the Italian tradition, with other grapes.

rior looks like fos-

silized stone, andd

you can smell the
heady aroma of

fermenting wine

as you enter the \
room. A large,
horseshoe-shaped
tasting bar-Gary
calls it his "theater
in the round"- i
adds a Texas twist.
Outside, picnic ta-

bles stand beneath

the covered patio.
Potted geraniums
and a rosemary
hedge underscore bouttling and labeling line. Gary and his wile, Kathy, along with their son,
the Mediterranean Dale Rassett, founded the winery in 1995.
ambiance.

Within the tasting room, Kathy runs a "Sangiovese and Rosato wines pair per-
gift shop stocked with treasures like fectly with Texans' favorite foods, be-
Riedel glasses from Austria, unusual bot- cause of their high acidity," he continues.
tle openers, and rustic serving pieces. "They taste great with sausage and mus-

Bring your own picnic, or select from a tard, spicy barbecue, hamburgers... even
tasty assortment of Texas comestibles- Mexican food."
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AL AM OSA WINE CELLARS

After leaving the University ofCalifornia-Davis' enology pro-

gram and working at several

prestigious California wineries, Jim

Johnson headed back to his native Texas

in 1993. He soon found the perfect locale

for a winery-a cottonwood-shaded spot

near his favorite fishing hole, not far from

the tiny town of Bend.

The drive to the winery is beautiful.

This is real Texas ranch country-goats

and Santa Gertrudis cattle, nopal and

scrub oak, exotic wild-game ranches and

quail farms, and white-tailed deer every-

where you look. A huge metal horned

toad greets you at the entrance, perched

atop the winery's metal roof. The same

image appears on Jim's signature wine,
"El Guapo," a silky (and yes, "hand-
some") Spanish-style Tempranillo.

Jim hadn't been thrilled with most

Texas Cabernets and Chardonnays, made

from slow-ripening grapes. Instead, he

says in his Texas drawl, "I planted some

of the state's first Mediterranean varietals

-grapes that can take the heat." Jim

chose not to copy California-style wines,
but to create true Texas wines out of Old

World grapes. He prides himself on

blending grapes in the vineyard as well

as in the bottle, so that the wine will

express where it is grown... right here in

Texas. Jim bolsters Sangiovese with

Cabernet Sauvignon and Ruby Cabernet,

but doesn't overwhelm the

bright flavors of cherry, soft

tannins, and spice with oak.

Jim encouraged me to give

his Rosato a try. "Rosatos

have gotten a bad rap in this

country," he says. "Ours is

clear-red, fruity, and light,
and it's brimming with cher-

ry-berry essences and a hint

of cinnamon-dry and acid-

ic with subtle oak and a nice

finish," he says. I concur.

It's a picnic in a bottle, good

for pairing with antipasti,
cheeses, and seafood. As Jim

says, "It'll go with everything

on the table, and everyone at

the table will love it!"

Jim's wife, Karen, runs the

gift shop and tasting room,
which are open on weekends.

Lavender walls, an antique

bar from Karen's parents'

mercantile store, and a fire-

place with a mantle of San

Saba stone (quarried from

nearby San Saba) provide a

cozy ambiance.

Here, you can nibble on locally pre-

pared seasoned pecans and preserves, buy

cheese and crackers to enjoy on the

veranda, or try a taste of Alamosa's Texas

Port, made with Sangiovese grapes.

Says Karen, "The port is delicious with

IA

Mandola Estate Winery, the lat nu f u o oUul¬g p p : rac ( uh

opened in August near Driftwood.

fe
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Jnn Johnson, co owner no W~ ela pntea sonmc
of the state's first Mediterranean varietals. Here, Jim tends the
vines in late spring.

Stilton or Brie and walnuts, but we sug-

gest giving it a Texas flair by serving it

with toasted pecans before a meal or with

pecan pie for dessert."

M AN DLA ESTATE WINERYDamian Mandola expresses his

passion for food, friends, and his

Italian heritage in his syndicated

PBS cooking show, Cucina Amore, in his

three cookbooks, and in his restaurants.

Now he has a winery, designed so that

guests can observe the winemaking

process up close. In the spirit of Damian's

celebrity style, this winery offers atmos-

phere and fun.
To reach it, I drove through the tiny

town of Driftwood, past the cemetery

and the old country store, past ram-

shackle farmhouses and cattle grazing

in oak- and cedar-speckled pastures.

Constructed of stone and stucco with red
brick arches and a red tile roof, the
Azienda Vinicola Mandola resembles a co-

lossal Italian villa (24,000 square feet!),
surrounded by acres of vineyards.
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The grand hall stretches 101 feet long,
from which huge glass windows allow

closeup views of the stainless-steel fer-

mentation tanks, pyramids of oak barrels,
and the bottling line. In the lovely, castle-

like tasting room, visitors can sample

Italian-inspired wines, or choose to take a

glass outside to enjoy under the oaks.

Soon, visitors will also find a full-service

restaurant and an event center.

Recently, winemaker Mark Penna let

me sample his first Sangiovese. "Try this,"

he said, as he dipped a "wine thief"-

a long glass tube with a handle-into

the barrel and drew up an exquisite cher-

ry-colored wine. Then he walked me

through the winemaking process, enthusi-

astically showing me crushers and presses

and sparkling new equipment from Sicily.

As we continued the tour of the expansive

winery, he promised, "I'm honing my

roller-skating skills to zoom down the

great hall." And he just might have a glass

of wine in hand.

DRIFTWOOD VINEYARDS
n sharp contrast to the $6 mil-

lion Mandola venture, Gary and
Kathy Elliott's Driftwood Vine-

yards, just a few miles away, is a rustic

mom-and-pop production vineyard with

6

Fr ftwood Vineyards shows off his French har-
vester. He and his wife, Kathy, produoce a dozen
or so winos at thoir small vineyard.

essentials TEXAS WINERIES. ITALIAN-STYLE

few bells and whistles. You must navigate

a steep and narrow gravel road to reach

it, but the panoramic view from the sun-

dappled deck, which juts over a 500-foot

cliff, offers one of the prettiest pastoral

vistas around.

A small, prefabricated building tempo-

rarily houses the tasting room, where you

can sample a dozen or so wines. Texas

icons-from bluebonnets to armadillos-

adorn Driftwood's labels. My favorite

wine here was the limited-production

2005 Viognier, bursting with flavors and

aromas of peach and pear. "This is our

most exciting Viognier to date," says Gary.

"It has already received two awards,
and it is the only Texas wine served at the

famous McPhee's Grill near Paso Robles,
California." And his Super Texan-a light-

bodied blend of Cabernet Sauvignon,
Sangiovese, and Syrah-made me dream

of the Tuscan countryside. Bring a picnic to

WITH MORE than 100 winer- 3
ies, Texas ranks fifth in the Saba l

nation's wine-producing WINE CE ARS

states. To learn more about n

wineries statewide, see Llano ar

www.gotexan wine.com. ® ®

In Central Texas, 20 wineries Johnson VI EYA
City / Ohave gathered together to 290 29

form the Texas Hill Country DRI WOO
VIN ARDSWine Trail. Wine Trail events, V mNeWim

which feature special incen-
281

tives and lots of fun, take place New

throughout the year, including
August (harvest time), October (Texas Wine
Month), and December (for the holidays).

October's event, dubbed the Texas Wine Month
Passport Trail, encourages participants to visit
as many wineries as possible from Oct. 1-31.
Call 866/621-9463 to request a brochure or
more information, or visit www.texaswinetrail.
corn to purchase tickets, read descriptions of
the wineries, print a map of their locations,
and learn about events.

Here's contact information for the 5 wineries in
this story.

Flat Creek Estate is about 20 miles east of
Marble Falls and 6 miles west of Lago Vista.
From Lago Vista, take FM 1431 6 miles west,
and turn south on Singleton Bend Rd. Travel
21/2 miles to Singleton Bend Rd. East, and
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asas turn left. Go 3/4 mile to the
~f TUSCAN

190 WINERIES bottom of the hill; the vineyard
is on your left. Tastings ($5

t 183 per person) take place Tue-Fri

AETK 12-5, Sat 10-5, and Sun 12-5.
ATE L U Call 512/267-6310; www.

29 V flatcreekestate.com.
290

pin n Texas Hills Vineyard is one
35 mile east of Johnson City, on

ES ATEA RR 2766 (the road to Pedernales
2 a WI RY Falls State Park). Free tastings

Marcos 183
els 1 are available Mon-Sat 10-5,

Sun 12-5. Call 830/868-2321;
www.texashillsvineyard.com.

Alamosa Wine Cellars is about 3 miles west of
Bend, at the intersection of CR 430 and Texas
580. Free tastings take place Fri-Sat 10-5,
Sun 12-5. Call 325/628-3313; www.alamosa
winecellars.com.

Mandola Estate Winery is near Driftwood, 2.3
miles south of the intersection of FM 1826 and
Texas 150. Free tastings take place Mon-Sat
10-5, Sun 12-5. Call 512/858-1470; www.
mandolawines.com.

Driftwood Vineyards is 6 miles south of US
290 on RR 12, between Dripping Springs and
Wimberley. Tastings ($5 per person) are offered
daily 10-6. Vineyard tours take place at 2 on
Fri and Sun, and at 1 and 3 on Sat. Call 512/
692-6229; www.driftwoodvineyards.com.

enjoy on that rustic deck or in a glade of

oak trees, and save the airfare to Italy!

T hanks to these imaginative wine-

makers, Italian-style wines have a

new home in the Hill Country.

Mediterranean warm-weather grapes

naturally acclimate to Texas terrain and

appeal to Texas palates. They're great

with brisket and barbecue, grilled quail

and wild game, and spicy Mexican and

Southeast Asian fare. So raise a glass, take

a sip, and say "Salute!" to these visionary

vintners who have captured the spirit of

Texas in a bottle. *

Austin writer LUCINDA HUTSON enjoyed
stomping grapes at Texas Hills Vineyard during
last year's harvest festival.

While living near Spain's famous Rioja wine-
making region in 2000, photographer JOEL
SALCIDO of Austin developed an appreciation
for wine.



By Chuck Cypert

has some

of the best backroads in the nation, and manyre

nearly perfect for bicycling. Some Fa tooasket

and Ranch roads stretch across several counties,

most have broad shoulders, and nearly alodef them
offer pastoral views of the Texas countryside

you can't enjoy from a speeding car. Trust me-I

know. I'm one of those people you see in the middle

of nowhere, pedaling against the seasonal Texas

breezes or doing my best to survive in the blistering

summer heat. I can't speak for all cyclists, but most

of us have the same thing in common:

freedom of the open road, and we love the sense of

well-being that comes from physical exertion.

If you'd rather not hit the road alone, you can

participate in organized rides in nearly any part of

Texas, if you know where to look.-Askfirst
hec th Inernt.Many smHal

local bicycle shop, or check the atteanet. ads

cities and towns organize events that draw hundreds

to thousands of cyclists every year, raising money for

various civic groups and giving the host commun-

ties a boost. A range of distances-from a few miles

to a hundred or more-offer cyclists of a sk ebik-
els a chanceto have fun a tdesacaiz th ot bik

ers, as well as test their mettle against the open road.

I'm going to take you on six of my favorite b

rides. Together, they offer a wide range of ter

rain and a variety of interesting challenges. Several

Scooping the Loop. A cyclist on Texas 118 near the McDonald

Observatory pumps away on West Texas' beautiful Davis Moun

tains Scenic Loop.
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of the rides are rallies where you will have

lots of company and full support, while

others involve just you and the open road.

I picked a couple for their sheer visual

appeal. Stimulating scenery can make the

difference between just another weekend

ride and an epic adventure. You'll soon
see what I mean.

Let's lube the chain, air up those tires,
and hit the pavement.

going that way. Instead, we head west

toward Terlingua, and down to the river

by way of another of the park's signature

scenic routes. This is the heart of Brewster

County, and we plan to take in and
embrace the 360-degree panorama of its

splendid terrain.
We've prepared for the long test of the

Chihuahuan Desert and the ride that
plays out ahead of us. From Panther

we reach the turnout at Sotol Vista for a

brief rest (elevation around 4,300 feet).
Riding up to the overlook, we delight in

the spectacular view of the wide-open
expanse of desert ahead: Cerro Castel-

lan, then the park office at Castolon,
the campground at Cottonwood, and
that little notch to the west where the

Rio Grande has carved its way through
the Sierra Ponce. All of that awaits us

Panther Junction to
Santa Elena Canyon
Big Bend National Park

his is the most glorious ride you can

do in Texas. If we have an exotic
bike trail, this is it.

I am standing by my truck at Panther

Junction in Big Bend National Park with

a small group of cyclists. The road to the

east offers an easy day of downhill glid-
ing and exaggerated stories of youthful
adventures. Afterwards, we might relax in

one of the hot springs by the Rio Grande.
The Sierra del Carmen, the beautiful Dead
Horse Mountains, the Tornillo Creek
crossing, and the park's famous tunnel

near Rio Grande Village-they're all in-
cluded in a most pleasant

day of cycling.

Sorry. I'm teas-

Sing. We're not

Rules of the Road
1. Ride smart and within your abilities.

2. Obey traffic laws, and carry a map.

3. Be alert for traffic and other road
hazards.

4. Don't overheat or get dehydrated.
Carry plenty of water and sunscreen.

5. Take along some high-energy snacks.

6. Stop and chat with the locals when
you can.

7. Take lots of photos.

8. Let the slower members of your
team rest when they need to.

9. Have fun.

10. Wear a helmet. Period. No arguments.

Vwnhill exhilaration.

Junction (elevation around 3,400 feet),
it's about 45 miles to the river and
Santa Elena Canyon. We enjoy smooth
roads with light traffic as we ride around
the Chisos Mountains and through the
high desert toward the park's western

boundary. Our map, which we picked up
at park headquarters, shows us land-
marks along the route, like the view of
The Window from outside the Chisos
Basin, Emory Peak, Homer Wilson's
Ranch, and Mule Ears. Our ride takes us

across some 13 miles of desert, until we
turn left on Ross Maxwell Scenic Drive

and head for the Sotol Vista overlook.

From here, it's all uphill for several miles.
Finally, after a long, strenuous climb,

at the end of several miles of heady down-
hill zooming and leaning low over the
handlebars. We enjoy it as long as possi-
ble, because as we get closer to the river,
and near our finish, the road has more
ups and downs. Finally, we reach the end

of the road and Santa Elena Canyon (ele-

vation about 2,100 feet). We're exhaust-

ed, yet exhilarated. The river runs several

hundred feet away, and we head for it and
get our wheels wet. We've arranged for a
vehicle to pick us up for the ride home,
because it's all uphill from here back to
where we started. Another day, another

lap? Sounds fun!

For more information, call Big Bend National
Park at 432/477-2251; www.nps.gov/bibe.
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Davis Mountains
Scenic Loop Fort Davis

For a fantastic ride offering gorgeous
scenery and a generous sprinkling of

Texas history, start near the historic

fort in the West Texas town of Fort Davis

(elevation around 5,050 feet). From there,

take Texas 118 past the McDonald Ob-

servatory complex and continue into the

Davis Mountains, gradually looping

through some beautiful ranch land on

Texas 166 and returning to the start via

Texas 17, some 70 or so miles later. Plan

for a long, hard ride, because there's

nowhere to replenish your supplies.

The Loop road has a nice shoulder, but

it disappears just after the observatory.

Staying on 118, you'll eventually top out

around 6,200 feet. Though the highway is

very steep and narrow, and rough in many

places, traffic is normally light, barring the

occasional RV or local ranch vehicle. A

couple of picnic areas offer the opportunity

to take a break and admire the scenery.

After about 29 miles, turn left onto

Texas 166. Here the terrain flattens out

considerably. Sightlines become much

- 5 lx"

longer, and the climbs aren't so steep. Pass

between Sawtooth Mountain and Lonely

Lee Peak, and soon you're out of the

mountains and into open ranch land.

The worst of the climbing is over, and

now there are, thankfully, some long

grades of a more gentle nature. As you

return to the small town of Fort Davis,
day is done. A worthy ride through some

of the prettiest country in Texas.

For more information, call Davis Mountains State
Park at 432/426-3337; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

LAURENCE PARENT

Easter Hill Country
Tour Fredericksburg
and Kerrville

The Sawtooth Mountains are a signature landmark along Texas 166, part of the Davis Mountains
Scenic Loop.

ne of the premier road rallies in
the state welcomes all cyclists

with three days of various routes,
with open start times, full support, and

lots of comrades. The courses and sched-

ules vary year-to-year, but one thing is

certain: You'll ride the beautiful heart of
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Texas. This area, commonly known as the

Hill Country, is mile for mile the best rid-
ing anywhere in Texas.

The morning of Good Friday found me
in Fredericksburg getting ready to ride

the Willow City Loop off of Texas 16. I
looked forward to beautiful backcountry
roads with light traffic and some memo-

rable views of the local terrain. The Hill
Country route took me over a ridge, and

at the summit, there it was: that gorgeous

chunk of pink granite known as En-

chanted Rock, famous for its mystique
and sheer visual impact. From there, I

eased toward Willow City. A few heart-

pounding climbs later, I was back in
Fredericksburg, some 65 miles of saddle
time complete.

On Saturday, rides began in Kerrville, and
I decided to tackle the meanest one. The
107-mile route to Vanderpool and Bandera

via Texas 16 and FM 337 took us on
some of the most wicked climbs in the en-

tire state. Several summits proved quite

demanding, but the exhilarating downhill
descents are good for at least 45 mph in the

places where the road straightens out.
Shorter Kerrville routes are more pop-

ular on Sunday, when participants usual-

ly take it a little easier. These rides may

Hill Country byways are a favorite among cyclists statewide (inset, upper left). Above, a sunny patch
of FM 965 in Gillespie County heads toward a stormy horizon.
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not pack the punch of the earlier Saturday

ride, but they still provide some of the

best touring in the state.

For more information, check the tour's Web site

at www.ehct.com,or call the Kerrville Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau (800/221-7958) or the

Fredericksburg Chamber of Commerce (888/
997-3600).

Park Road 1,
Buescher State Park
to Bastrop State Park
Smithville/Bastrop

T his is a really neat little 12-mile

route (24-mile round trip) through

the pines of Central Texas on a road

36 TEXAS HIGHWAYS October 2006
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your own pace The event includes a competitive race.

for an excellent day of cycling Texas-style.

For more information, call Buescher State Park

at 512/237-2241, or Bastrop State Park at

5 12/321-2101; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

5
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that c onnects tWo state park s. The

shady, forested Park Road I is actually

part of the state park system, but it o

bordered by private property. Severa

county roads cross it, but traffic is ligh

enough to allow a couple hours of two

wheel fun. Have no expectation ofan eas

ride, however, as there are several stot

little climbing sections along the wa

Spend the night camping at end

the other, then mount up after reakf

Germanfest Bicycle

Rally Muenster

ne of the finer road rallies in North p

0) Texas, the Germanfest Bicycle Ral- t
ly (the last full weekend of April)h

always draws a crowd. Expect a couple t

thousand cyclists to join you at the start

for a mighty day of riding. The long route

covers approximately 60 miles and har-
bors some of the quietest backroads andt

longest views in this part of the state.C

Coasting down the long hill just north oft

Saint Jo approaches a freefall-like sensa-

tion. I have personally gone over 50 mph

here, and it felt much faster. My eyes were

blurry, and I had my hands right by the

brakes the whole way. As in all good

physics experiments, what goes down must

come back up, and the climb out of the

s Red River Valley around Bulcher is of epic

i proportions. You may grunt and search for

a lower gear, but it won't be there. Not to

y worry. You can make it. After theride,kick

atback at Germanfest with a funnel cake

y. some beers. Ach du Lieber!

or For more information, call 800/942-8037;

1s www.ntin.net/gfest/bike.htm.

Beauty and the Beast

" Tour/Race Tyler

n May, Tyler hosts a sweet East Texas

road rally, the Beauty and the Beast

Tour. Enjoyable scenery and good roads

ake for pleasurable rides. And, if you're

ne of the first 800 riders to register, you'll

ceive a T-shirt and water bottle. There's

izza, too. And showers. Hey, almost all

he comforts of home, no? Available routes

ere vary from 12 to 64 miles. If you

ackle the longest route, you'll be able to

)reak at rest stops provided alongthe

way. The "beauty" part of Tyler and its

Smith County environs provide an attrac-

ive setting, but the "beast" part of this

event offers quite a test. A monster hill at

the halfway point of the long course will

demand spunk and determination. Once

at the top, you can take pride in your lat-

est cycling conquest. After that, you've no

worries, mate. If you're lucky enough to

catch favorable winds, there's nothing but

smooth pedaling ahead!

For more information about Tyler, call the Tyler

Convention & Visitors Bureau at 800/235-

5712; www.tylertexas.com/cvb, or check out

www.tylerbicycleclub.com.*

CHUCK CYPERT of Garland owns nine bicy-

cles and is the author of Mountain Bike! Texas

& Oklahoma: A Guide to the Classic Trails

(Menasha Ridge Press, 2002).
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WHEN MY HUSBAND, VIRGIL, AND I

finally set out on our own Royal
Road trip, it is already afternoon.

We drive into Texas from Louisiana,
where the road is called Louisiana High-

way 6, but as we pass over the bridge
spanning Toledo Bend Reservoir, the road
becomes Texas 21.

The South's largest man-made lake "at
181,000 acres), Toledo Bend was created
in 1966 by impounding the Sabine River.
The bridge we are crossing lies at the
same spot where 19th-Century travelers
crossed the Sabine (then a lot narrower,
of course) via a ferry. From here, we head
westward, planning to cover some 175

miles and end our journey where the old
trail meets the 21st Century at 1-45.

Soon after entering Texas, we pull into

El Camino Park in Milam, where Texas 21
meets Texas 87. Originally called Red
Mound, the town of Milam, founded in

1828, served as the first seat of Sabine
County. When the seat moved south to

Hemphill, Milam became the sleepy little

crossroads community it is today. We
explore the park, next to the post office,

with a restored, one-story log cabin built

about 1830, and spot the first of many

El Camino Real stone markers that the
Texas Society of the Daughters of the

American Revolution and the state

placed along the route beginning in
1918. The town also has a small store, a

barbecue joint, and Nethery's, the oldest

continually run business (since 1880) in

Sabine County. Once a general-merchan-

dise emporium, Nethery's now sells

antiques on weekends (Friday to Sun-

day). Our luck, it's too early in the week,
so we can only peer in the dusty windows

and examine the vintage signs and old
plows displayed outside.

After a leisurely drive through rolling

farmland and trees just beginning to

show fall color, we arrive in San Augus-
tine, a picturesque town that calls itself

the "Cradle of Texas"-for good reason.

Sam Houston, Stephen F. Austin, Davy

Crockett, and just about every other key

figure in the fight for Texas independence
walked San Augustine's streets in the

1830s. But the town nurtured other

important movements, as well. It was the

site of the first university in Texas (the

Once a stopover for pioneer travelers on El Camino Real, the Rice Family Log Home (top) was built between 1828 and 1838 by early Houston County
settler Joseph Redmond Rice Sr. It was moved to the tall pines of Mission Tejas State Park in 1974. Above, the pies have it at Crockett's Moosehead Cafe
(coconut cream shown here).
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1897 Warfield House,
or hot tub, or unwind in the elegant parlor (above).

short-lived San Augustine University,
chartered in 1837) and the first recorded

African-American church, the Jerusalem

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church,
organized in 1845 and still active.

Our first stop is the San Augustine

Civic and Tourism Center, where we pick

up information on area lodging, dining,
and attractions and admire the unusual

and beautiful gold-leaf paintings depicting

local history that adorn the center's inter-

ior walls. Then we head off on a driving

tour of the town with John and Betty Ogles-

bee, a couple who literally wrote the book

on local history (titled San Augustine: A

Texas Treasure). "We have 60 Texas Medal-

lion homes, churches, and sites in the coun-

ty and five houses listed in the National

Register of Historic Places," says Betty.

We can't begin to see them all, but with

the Oglesbees' help, we hit some high-

lights. The Columns, built in 1902, is now

a bed and breakfast offering six antique-

filled bedrooms, each with private bath.

Just down the road from The Columns is

the 1840 Greek Revival home of the

state's first governor, James Pinckney

Henderson. Oran M. Roberts also lived in

San Augustine for a time before becoming

governor in 1879.

We travel back in time even farther at

our next stop-the site of the 1717 Mis-

sion Nuestra Senora de los Dolores (Our

Lady of Sorrows Mission), one of the ear-

liest Spanish missions in Texas. Though the

mission itself is long gone, this site, too, is

listed in the National Register of Historic

Places and is a designated State Archeo-

logical Landmark. Today, the Mission

Dolores Visitor Center, in a park-like set-

ting, traces the mission's history by means

of interactive and interpretive displays.

21,*

I

Crockett, and just about every other key figure in the

fight for Texas independence walked San Augustine's

streets in the 1830s.

The next day, we jump back to the

present as we head west for a night's rest

in Nacogdoches, the biggest town along

the eastern stretch of El Camino Real. We

arrive just in time for an unexpected treat:

an outdoor performance by the Nacog-

doches Rhythm Rockers on the town

square. Part of a free Music to Lunch By

series, the local dancers are kicking up

their collective heels to the sounds of

country music as an appreciative audi-

ence in lawn chairs clap their hands and

tap their feet to the beat. The town is

already in Halloween mode, with decora-

tions (like a giant inflated ghost) mount-

sounds of the Nac Pac Jazz Trio, a local

smooth-jazz ensemble, while enjoying

bread pudding and chocolate cake with

raspberries and coffee under the stars.

The next day, we make an early start,
as we want to visit the two state parks along

our route. On the way out of town, we get

sidetracked at Christ Episcopal School's
Pumpkin Patch, at the corner of Mound

Street and Starr Avenue. It's too early in

the morning for pumpkin shopping, and
we can't take one with us on the road

anyway, but the hundreds of pumpkins
of all shapes and sizes glistening in the

early-morning dew is a sight to behold.
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ed on the Nacogdoches Visitors' Center

roof. Swaying in the wind, the ghost

seems to dance right along with the

Rhythm Rockers.

After the show, we stroll around the

square, eyeing the antique shops and

browsing through Christmas ornaments,

gourmet edibles, clothing, jewelry, and

other Texas-made or Texas-themed items

at a shop called Heart of Texas Gift

Gallery. We also make a stop at the Visi-

tors' Center, where we.pick up area infor-

mation and take in fun exhibits (of old

photographs, clothing, documents, maps,
and other artifacts) and a mural depicting

the town's colorful history.

A bit weary from our road trip, we

check into the Fredonia Hotel, just off

the square. Built by a coalition of Nacog-

doches citizens in the mid-1950s for

$500,000, and still owned by a group of
community stockholders, the hotel was ren-

ovated and expanded in the early 1990s.

Besides comfortable, modern rooms, the

Fredonia boasts an excellent full-service

restaurant and lounge, with outdoor din-

ing on the patio next to the pool. Lucky

us, it's Friday night, and the Fredonia is

hosting its popular Jazz on the Patio

series. We meet up with local visual artist

Marty Prince, and relax with her to the

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN, DAVY

At the
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abed and breakfast in downtown Crockett, guests can relax in the pool
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Orange crush. Purchase a plump pumpkin (or two,
or three) at The Pumpkin Patch, an annual Octo-
ber fund-raiser at Christ Episcopal School in Nac-
ogdoches. Right, a mural adorns the almost-100-
year-old building at 216 E. Pilar that houses Nac-
ogdoches' Old Time String Shop & General Mer-
cantile (936/564-8692; www.mysteryridge.com).

We are a little surprised at the number

of cars at the first state park we come

to-until we realize we've stumbled into

the annual Archeology Fair at Caddogn

Mounds State Historic Site (see "Dig This!"
page 56). "We've been doing this since

1990, and it gets bigger every year," says

park clerk/interpreter Kaye Seth. The all-

day event features Native American and

European craft demonstrations, like

cooking on flat stones (makes you appre-

EVEN BEEN TO TEXAS,

but when we saw this inn

for sale on the Internet,

we knew it was the one."

-DOUG BUCHMANN, CO-OWNER, WARFIELD HOUSE

Caddo village and ceremonial center that

dates to around A.D. 800. The prehistoric

Caddo tribe dominated the East Texas for-

ests for almost 1,000 years until the ar-

rival of European explorers and settlers.

Under a perfect blue sky, we wander

the self-guided trail that winds past sever-

al earth mounds, thought to have been

temples and used in burials and other reli-

gious ceremonies. The visitors' center

offers more insight into the Caddoan civ-

ilization through pottery, chipped-flint

tools, shell necklaces, engraved bone

ornaments, and other artifacts found in

the burial mounds, as well as interpretive

displays and an audiovisual program.
Just six miles west of Caddoan Mounds,

we pull into Mission Tejas State Park,
named for the first Spanish mission estab-

lished in the province of Texas. Like Mis-

sion Dolores, this early mission is no

more, but in its place stands a charming

log chapel built by the Civilian Conserva-

tion Corps in the 1930s. The thickly

wooded park is a fine spot for picnics and
hiking, fishing for perch and bream in

a small pond, and

camping overnight.

By early afternoon

we reach Crockett,
the last major town

along our route. We

check out our large,
elegant bedroom at

the Warfield House,
a bed and breakfast

- right on The Royal
" "Road (called Hous-

ton Avenue in down-

ciate nonstick frying pans!) and black- town Crockett) and chat with our hosts,
smithing, as well as a simulated archeolo- Ken Moore and Doug Buchmann. "We

gy dig staged by students from Stephen E wanted to get out of the rat race of Las

Austin State University in Nacogdoches. Vegas and buy a bed and breakfast

The park is on the site of an ancient somewhere," says Doug. "We had never

42 TEXAS HIGHWAYS October 2006



essentials EAST TEXAS' EL CAMINO RFAL

EAST TEXAS' CADDOA MOUNDS
EL CAMINO TATE HISTORIC SITE Alto ® NAC DOCHES 1REAL " 84 Elkha

Angelina SAN AUG STINE
MISSI TEJAS " 69 ver Gen A 1

79 STAT ARK WechIes We R evine . 0

Bufl Trinity"8
Bufl River 19 Ratcliff\ 183 *epfI

Or peland 21 .Lukn"14"epilToI 287 R Lufk n B roaddus To/rph Z
79 4 0 Davy Crockett 96 = Bend)CROCK Natl. Forest Huntin n \ abin r14 ti Nat ForestCenterville Zavalla

Lovelady Angelina Brookeland r

Groveton NeC hS 6Fores Sar R burn

Mi ay 287

State Historic Site were built by the prehistoric
Caddo tribe around A.D. 800.

even been to Texas, but when we saw this
inn for sale on the Internet, we knew it

was the one."

Doug and Ken are just as taken with
Crockett itself and point us in the direc-
tion of its key attractions. On their advice,
we stroll a few blocks to the town square,
abuzz with shops, eateries, and an inde-
pendent movie theater. We can't resist a
cup of coffee and a slice of homemade
coconut-cream pie at the Moosehead

Cafe. Energized by the sugar and caffeine,
we explore a few antique shops and check
out the Camp Street Cafe, a popular live-
music venue just off the square. On the

bill that evening are the Gillette Brothers,

devotees of traditional cowboy music
who also happen to be the caf6's owners.

When we run into Guy Gillette out front,
he invites us in for a look around and also

points out the statue across the street. It
honors Texas bluesman Sam "Lightnin"'

Hopkins, who used to play for tips in
the 1940s when the cafe was the Starlight
Barbershop and Pool Hall. We won't be
able to catch Camp Street's music this
evening, but we promise ourselves to re-
turn someday soon.

After a delicious hot breakfast at the
Warfield House the next morning, it is
time to bid Crockett farewell and hit the
Royal Road one last time. Early on a
Sunday, the town square is deserted as we

EL CAMINO Trail Partners include Sabine
County, San Augustine, Nacogdoches, and
Crockett; www.elcaminorealtx.com. For infor-
mation on each area:

Sabine Co. Chamber of Commerce, Box 717,
Hemphill 75948; 409/787-2732; www.sabine
countytexas.com.

San Augustine Co. Chamber of Commerce,
611 W. Columbia St., San Augustine 75972;
936/275-3610; www.sanaugustinetx.com.

Nacogdoches Convention & Visitors Bureau
200 E. Main St., Nacogdoches 75961; 936/
564-7351 or 888/OLDEST-TOWN; www.visit
nacogdoches.org.

Crockett Area Chamber of Commerce, 1100
Edmiston Dr. (Box 307), Crockett 75835; 936/
544-2359; www.crockettareachamber.org.

Following is contact information for sites in the
story, along with a few other suggested stops.
Unless otherwise noted, the area code is 936.

MILAM El Camino Park is at Texas 21 and
Texas 87. Nethery's Antiques, on Texas 21 E.
(one-tenth of a mile west of Texas 87; open Fri-
Sun; call for hours); 409/625-4063.

SAN AUGUSTINE The Columns Bed & Break-
fast, 703 S. Liberty St.; 275-3031; www.the
columns.sanaugustinetx.com. Mission Dolores
Visitor Center & RV Park, 701 S. Broadway St.;
275-3815; www.missionrv.sanaugustinetx.com.
(The site also includes the new El Camino Real
de los Tejas Travel Information Center; call
275-1108.) Mary Kay's Country Diner, 806
US 96 N.; 275-0121. Sassafras Festival,
last weekend in Oct. (Oct. 27-28, 2006);
275-3610.

( For information on ordering San Augustine:

pull away from our 1897 Victorian inn,
circle the 1939 Moderne-style Houston
County Courthouse, and pass a sign
marking the spot where, legend has it,
the town's namesake, Davy Crockett,
camped on his way to the Alamo in
1836. Later, as we reenter the 21st Cen-

A Texas Treasure by John and Betty Oglesbee
(East Texas Historical Assn., 2001), call 468-
2407; www.easttexashistorical.org.

NACOGDOCHES Heart of Texas Gift Gallery,
110 S. Pecan St.; 564-6178; www.heartoftexas
online.com. The Fredonia Hotel & Convention
Center (and Caf6 Fredonia), 200 N. Fredonia St.;
564-1234 or 800/594-5323; www.fredonia
hotel.com. Lite Fare on Main, 406 E. Main St.;
559-0380.

CROCKETT Warfield House Bed & Breakfast,
712 E. Houston Ave. (Texas 21); 544-4037;
www.warfieldhouse.net. Moosehead Cafe, 412
E. Houston Ave.; 544-5278. Camp Street Cafe,
215 S. 3rd; 544-8656 or 877/544-8656;
www.campstreetcafe.com. Tchoupitoulas
Steakhouse, 208 E. Goliad Ave.; 545-2467;
www.campstreetcafe.com/tchoupitoulas.
Crockett Heritage Festival, late Oct. (Oct. 27-
28, 2006); 544-2359. Ritz Theater, 620 E.
Houston Ave.; 544-7099.

STATE PARKS AND NATIONAL FORESTS

Caddoan Mounds State Historic Site, 27 miles
northeast of Crockett on Texas 21; 858-3218;
www.tpwd.state.tx.us. Open Fri-Sun 9-4. Arche-
ology Fair mid-Oct. each year (see page 56).

Mission Tejas State Park, 21 miles northeast
of Crockett on Texas 21; 687-2394; www.tpwd.
state.tx. us.

Davy Crockett Natl. Forest, encompassing over
160,000 acres in Houston and Trinity counties;
655-2299; www.fs.fed.us.

Sabine Natl. Forest, encompassing 160,656
acres in Sabine, San Augustine, Shelby, Jasper,
and Newton counties; 409/787-2791, 409/
787-3870, or 866/235-1750; www.fs.fed.us.

tury, merging with a jolt into interstate
traffic, we decide that El Camino Real
may not really be a time machine-but
parts of it sure come close.*

Look for ANGELA and VIRGIL FOX's story
on the coastal pleasures of Seadrift in next
month's Just Passing Through.

October 2006 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 43



On the field.

11

In the stands.

T14 'I

Clap your hands for

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: BAND MEMBERS FROM HIDALGO'S BOOKER T. WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL AT BORDERFEST'S 2006 GRAND PARADE. A TWIRLER FROM AUBREY HIGH

SCHOOL AT A MARCHING COMPETITION. FRENCH HORN PLAYERS FROM A&M CONSOLIDATED HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE STATION, AT A REGIONAL UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTId

LEAGUE (UIL) COMPETITION. AUSTIN'S McCALLUM HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR LUCINDA HOLZER JOINS IN PLAYING "THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER" AT A JAMBOREE.
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MARCHING BANDS

Fall means football in Texas, and what

better way to enjoy it-especially if you can't afford tick-

ets to a grand stadium-than at your local high school?

The aromas of salted, buttery popcorn, Frito pie,

nachos laden with artificial cheese, and steamy hot-

dogs, splurted with ketchup and mustard and topped

with a smidgen of relish, waft through the air. High-

spirited friends and family gather for the exciting

occasion, charging the atmosphere with frenetic CLARI NETIST RAFAEL QUIN-
TANAR OF DUNCANVILLE

energy. Some arrive dressed in school colors, while HIGH SCHOOL.

others show their hard-core loyalty with painted faces and large banners to

wave during the game. Cheers from short-skirted cheerleaders echo through

the stands as you settle on the metal bleachers to watch the week's match.

And then you hear it off in the distance-a series of shrill whistle blows fol-

lowed immediately by the thump of bass drums and the rattle of snares. Soon,

marching-band hats appear, bobbing above bushes and hedges, the unified

marching of stomping feet grows louder, and the crowd's cheers fall in sync with

the beat. Before you know it, a barrage of perfectly aligned, uniformed clar-

inetists, flutists, trumpeters, trombonists, saxophonists, and tuba players swarm

the field, holding their instruments in front of them, stern concentration etched

on their faces as their feet keep time to the drum major's whistle.

Once in a marching band, who can forget the experience? Who can forget

standing on a field in all sorts of weather-from cold rain to abominable heat-

while practicing tunes and half-time shows, moving in unity and in style, adhering

to the drum major's orders-and sometimes frantically trying to cover a misstep

or flubbed note? Who can forget band camp and all its eccentricities? Through

the sweat, tears, pain, fun

and flashes of pride, the ex-

perience brings everyone clos-

$ A,

rOId
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er together, strengthening the group's solid~nity

and their hope to perform with near-perfection

With Texas' great reputation for football, it's no

surprise that some of its marching hands han

gained a nationwide reputation. The bands from

San Antonio's Ronald Reagan High School, Hurst's

L.D. Bell High School, and North Richland Hills'

Richland High School ranked second, third, ai

seventh, respectively, in the 2005 Band of Americ

Grand Nationals, a marching-band competition n

that showcases hundreds of American bands every

year. Moreover, the Allen Eagle Escadrille band

(Allen), along with bands from James Bowie High

School (Arlington), Bell High School, Ronald

Reagan High School, Duncanville High School,

Coronado High School (El Paso), Nueces Canyon

High School (Barksdale), and Westfield High

School (Spring), have all received one of the high-

est honors in the music world: the John Philip

Sousa Foundation's Sudler Shield Award, an inter- -

national award given to outstanding high school

marching bands.

On these pages, we bring you the marching-

band journey as its members strut, dance, and put

the "zing" into their performance in practices,

competitions, and games. See for yourself the

energy arnd enthusiasm embedded in each move-

rent as the bands march on to face another sea-

son with pride. -JENNIFER LEE

WHERE ARE THOSE SUNGLASSES WHEN YOU NEED THEM?
AN AUBREY HIGH SCHOOL SAXOPHONIST SHINES UNDER THE
LIGHTS DURING A REGIONAL COMPETITION IN DENTON.

NICHOL/ M. MURPHY
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he cattle-drive era may have ended

more than a century ago, but the

current popularity of chuck-wag-
on cooking shows no signs of fad-
ing into the sunset. Even as we be-

come more tethered to the electronic trappings of
our modern world, the pull of this last vestige of
old-time cowboy life grows stronger all the time.

And it's no wonder: In our worrisome world, it
Makes sense that we adore the cowboy's strength
and bravery so much that we've romanticized him
to mythical standing. The steadfast life and work
of this legendary figure wouldn't have been bear-
able, of course, if not for the camp cook who kept

S m b thim sustained on the trail and range. The inter-
twined relationship of cowboy and coosie (as the

" " 0 "cook was largely known) was best described by J.
Frank Dobie, who wrote in Cow People, "A good

t s h t pot cook left a good taste to linger long. It belongs with
memories of riders who stayed with the herd."

T d 6 " There's no better time than autumn to roam
Texas in search of cowboy cooking at its most
authentic. Here's what I found on such a journey.

Listen up; I promise you won't go home hungry.

A CHUCK-WAGON COMPETITION
IN FORT WORTHO ver the last weekend in October (October

27-29, 2006), singer-songwriter (and the of-
ficial cowboy poet of Texas) Red Steagall hosts his
Cowboy Gathering and Western Swing Festival in
the Stockyards National Historic District. A
favorite attraction during the festivities is the

chuck-wagon cooking competition, which general-
ly draws 20 wagons from around the state.

Last fall, to encourage young people to learn

the art of camp cooking, Red introduced a youth
competition, which drew a couple dozen competi-
tors from around North Texas. And when I
roamed the wagon grounds, I found plenty of
young folks hanging around a special dem-

UOTE FROM "SUNDOWN IN THE COW CAMP" BY JOEL NELSON, =ROM COWBOY POETRY COOKBOOK: MENUS AND VERSE FOR WESTERN
CELEBRATIONS BY CYD McMULLEN AND ANNE WALLACE McMULLEN (GIBBS SMITH PUBLISHER, PEREGRINE SMITH BOOKS, 1992) @ WATT CASEY
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onstration wagon manned by Tom Perini,
one of Texas' favorite cowboy cooks.

A rancher-chef-restaurateur from Buf-

falo Gap, Tom has studied the chuck-

wagon style of cooking, which relies on

hot coals and heavy, cast-iron Dutch

ovens, for decades. He loves to tell kids-

and grownups, too-how the Dutch oven
came from Europe to America in colonial

times. He explains that its durable cast-

iron construction is great for holding

heat, and that it's good for both frying

and baking. Its three stubby legs allow it

to sit on top of coals, and the lip on its lid

lets the cook pile coals on top for baking.

The lid can even be flipped over and used

as a griddle for frying bacon.

As I watched from the sidelines, Tom

gave his young visitors a tour of his

restored 1800s chuck wagon, which he

hauls to some 20 events a year. Showing

them the chuck box-the compartmen-

talized container used to store non-per-

ishables such as flour, rice, cornmeal, pin-

to beans, and cooking utensils-he ex-

plained that a ranch carpenter would build

the chuck box to fit the cook's height. He

pointed out the old lard cans that were

used for carrying water, and the grinders

for coffee and meat that were screwed

onto the sides of the preparation area.

While Tom explained that the legend-

ary rancher Charles Goodnight devel-

oped the wagon's chuck box, he stirred

up a batch of sourdough biscuits and

handed out samples with what the cooks

and cowboys called "lick," which was

molasses or honey. The luckiest cowboys

had cooks who carried canned tomatoes

and peaches, but generally even their meals

were mundane at best.

"They would fry or boil everything,"

said Tom. "The original chicken-fried

steak might have had some flour on it,
but it probably didn't have the pretty

crust we have now," he said with a grin.

"And maybe they had gravy. But remem-

ber-these were not culinary guys."

A popular attraction at the annual Red Steagall
Cowboy Gathering and Western Swing Festival in
Fort Worth, the chuck-wagon competition draws
cooks from around the state, including Arturo
Garcia (top left) of Lubbock. At left, another Pan-
handle resident, Guitar Ranch manager Jimbo
Humphries, cooks for visitors at a Fort Griffin event.



A bona fide cowboy cook would make these recipes in a Dutch oven or

heavy skillet using coals from a nearby campfire; however, you can make them

at home on a conventional stovetop, too. If you plan to try both recipes, you might

want to make the breakfast dish first and modify the first step so that you cook

the bacon and sausage separately and then set aside the bacon drippings

instead of pouring them off. It just so happens that 2 lb. of bacon yields a little

over 1/4 c. of bacon drippings, the amount called for in the stew recipe.

SKILLET SCRAMBLE

This simple, one-pan breakfast from Bill Cauble
and Cliff Teinert's cookbook, Barbecue, Biscuits
& Beans (Bright Sky Press, 2002), is one the
guys like to serve to big groups of hunters, fam-
ily, or cowboys, alongside flour tortillas or sour-
dough biscuits. They favor the lean, thick-sliced
bacon from Wright Brand Foods in Vernon.

2 lb. thick-sliced bacon, diced

1 lb. pork sausage, crumbled

1 1/2 c. diced yellow onion

1 jalapeno, diced but not seeded

2 large tomatoes, chopped, divided

18 eggs

salt and pepper

1 T. chopped parsley

1 c. grated sharp Cheddar cheese

Combine bacon and sausage in a hot, 14-inch
or 16-inch Dutch oven or large skillet, and cook

Tom said that when wagons crossed
through places like Fort Worth, the cook
might be able to trade for eggs, potatoes,
or onions. But on the trail, the scenario
was as rough as you would imagine.

"Talk about cranky cooks-they had
to clean pots with sand," he said. "From a
glamour standpoint, I think it was tough
as hell to live on the trail."

The chuck-wagon cooks at today's com-
petitions make up food that's a bit fanci-
er than that served during the trail era.

One of the guys who competes regularly
at the Fort Worth event is Arturo Garcia,
a tile contractor from Lubbock, whom I
found last fall tending pots at his Two
Circle G Chuck Wagon. He fussed over a
clay pot of beans, a Dutch oven filled with
his brand of jalapeno-laden care guisa-
da, and a pan of pecan bread pudding
while he talked about his weekend gigs.

Arturo, who was wearing a period cos-

over medium heat until done. Pour off at least half
the drippings. Add onion, jalapeno, and half the
chopped tomatoes to the pork mixture, and saut6
until onion is soft.

Break eggs into a bowl, but do not beat. Pour eggs
into cooked mixture, and season with salt and pep-
per to taste. Break eggs with a wooden spoon, stir-

ring constantly until eggs are nearly done. Sprin-
kle top of eggs with remaining chopped tomato,
parsley, and cheese. Cover for 2 to 3 minutes, and
then serve immediately. Garnish with avocados
and/or salsa, if desired. Yield: 12 to 14 servings.

TOM PERINI'S CHUCK-WAGON STEW

Tom likes to serve this dish from his restored 1800s
chuck wagon. He says the fat from the brisket and
the bacon drippings add flavor, and he notes, "I
like to leave the pot on the fire for some time to
let the flavors marry." This recipe comes from
Tom's 2000 cookbook, Texas Cowboy Cooking,
which also includes his recipe for skil-
let cornbread, a fine accompaniment.

Tom Perini demonstrates chuck-wagon
cooking at Fort Worth's Cowboy Gath-
ering and Western Swing Festival.

tume, said, "Red's is the most fun
of these competitions. You get
to meet tourists from all over
the United States, and probably
another five countries." He added,
"Everyone wants chicken-fried
steak, but I've been doing pretty
well with my mashed potatoes, because
there's saut6ed onion and bacon in them."

BREAKFAST IN
PALO DURO CANYONE ntertainment factors into the cowboy-

grub scene at the Elkins Ranch, once
part of Charles Goodnight's historic JA
Ranch, and now home of the beloved Cow-
boy Morning Breakfast. The Elkins folks
offer a chance to experience the magnifi-
cence of Palo Duro Canyon while getting

8 lb. of brisket with excess fat trimmed

salt and pepper

1/4 c. bacon drippings

3 cloves garlic, finely chopped

3 medium white onions, chopped

4 to 6 medium-sized potatoes, scrubbed, sliced
in half lengthwise, and cut into 1/2-inch pieces

1 c. fresh corn, cut from the cob
(1 ear = about 2/3 c.)

1 (28-oz.) can diced tomatoes

1 (6-oz.) can chopped green chilies

Cut brisket into bite-sized cubes, and season
with salt and pepper; set aside.

Heat bacon drippings in a 14-inch or 16-inch
Dutch oven or heavy pot, and brown meat in
batches, being careful not to crowd meat in the
pot. After all the meat has browned, return it to
the pot, add garlic and onion, and cook over low
heat about 4 minutes, or until garlic and onion
are tender. Add water to cover, and bring to a slow
boil; cook about 1 hour, or until meat is tender.

Add remaining ingredients and additional water
to cover, and bring back to a slow boil for about
1 hour, or until stew is fully cooked. Add more
seasoning, if desired. Yield: About 20 servings.

a bellyful of hearty food and good laughs.
One cool, clear morning, I drove the

short distance southeast of Amarillo to
the ranch, where I joined up with about
65 other adventurers heading for the
ranch's end-of-season breakfast. After pil-
ing into old Land Cruisers that have been
retrofitted to become open-air, safari-style
vehicles, we bumped down a craggy road
into the canyon. The camp where we
wound up sits in a sort of bowl, sur-

rounded by cedar, mesquite, and broom-
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COWBOY UP!-AT FORT GRIFFIN
TWO of the best-loved

ALBANY cowboy cooks in the Lone
Star State came by their

passion and fame honestly.
Albany native and longtime ranch

cook Bill Cauble joined forces with
fellow ranchman and chuck-wagon

enthusiast Cliff Teinert many years
ago, and the pair has built a thriving

business based on their enthusiasm

for delicious renditions of solid cow-

boy fare. It's the kind of stuff that can

make a grown man weep with joy-

whether he has had a backbreaking

week working stock or a stressful
week working the stock market.

Bill and Cliff's vittles became a
certified hit in 2002, when they pub-

lished a cookbook called Barbecue,
Biscuits & Beans: Chuck-Wagon
Cooking (Bright Sky Press). Last Oc-

tober, some of their fans discovered

the duo cooking such goodies as
green-chile enchiladas, pork tender-
loin, baby-back ribs, German potato

salad, and peach cobbler during a
four-day fund-raiser at the old Fort

Griffin site, on the Clear Fork of the
Brazos River, near Albany.

They had teamed up with friend

and cowboy poet laureate Red Stea-

gall and other pals in a grassroots
effort to restore the fort's officers'

quarters. Bill and Cliff and a number

of campfire cooks rustled up the

edibles day and night, Red led a
few dozen guests on a three-day

trail ride, and the fun culminated
with about 300 supporters whoop-
ing it up in jeans and boots at the

Friends of Fort Griffin Gala, a din-

ner-dance at the fort. Everyone had

such a good time that they decided

Chuck-wagon cooks Bill Cauble (left) and Cliff Teinert cook up a storm during
a four-day fund-raiser for Fort Griffin. They use a wagon that was once fea-
tured ir the TV show Rawhide.

to make the Fort Griffin Trail Ride
with Red Steagall a yearly shindig

and ho d it in conjunction with the

annual gala.
On the trail ride's final day last

year, daybreak found some bleary-
eyed folks making their way to the

coffee pot at the riverside camp on

Cliff's Collins Creek Ranch, which is

adjacent to Fort Griffin State Park

and His:oric Site. There had been a
fish-fry for some 100 participants
the night before, and the party had

gone on until midnight. Nevertheless,
a handful of cowboys were on the

job before sunup, scrambling eggs
with cheese and pico de gallo, cook-
ing bacon and sausage, and warm-

ing tortillas in Dutch ovens.
"It takes five or six cooks to keep

this grouo fed morning, noon, and
night;" Bi I told me. "About the time
we finish with breakfast, it's time to

start working on dinner."
Dinner in ranch-speak, of course,

is lunch to the rest of us, and that

day, the midday meal at the river
camp included Dutch oven sour-
dough biscuits and two giant pans

of carved prime rib saut6ed with red

and yellow bell peppers, Anaheim

chiles, onions, chopped tomatoes,
and barbecue sauce. In a nod to
proper nutrition, the cowboys also

put out bowls of green salad and
fresh-cut fruit.

Cliff showed interested parties

his restored chuck wagon, which
was once featured in the TV show

Rawhide. Stocked with Dutch ovens,

coffee pots, a giant water barrel,
ropes, and utensils, the wagon has

traveled with him to cooking dem-

onstrations as far away as Atlanta.
That evening, the gala supper

included cabrito, cooked in the

ground for about six hours, and

pans of biscuits and squash-and-
corn casserole. The culinary energy
was nothing short of awe-inspiring,
as Bill and Cliff-always wearing

their sweat-stained cowboy hats-

and fellow cooks toiled over myriad
details in the ranch's cook shack.

"It's a good place for gatherings
like this;" Cliff explained. "We do
big feasts for hunters and get-to-
gethers for prison wardens and
retired Texas Rangers."

This year's Fort Griffin Trail Ride
with Red Steagall and the Friends

of Fort Griffin Gala take place Octo-

ber 11-14. The three-day trail ride
is for couples only, with riders based
at Cliff's riverside camp, which has

a permanent commissary, dining
area, hot showers, and bathrooms.
Besides great food, participants
will enjoy clinics with horse trainer

Buster McLaury. The gala includes
dancing at the original Fort Griffin
town site's restored Masonic Lodge
to the tunes of Red Steagall and

the Boys in the Bunkhouse, and the

Sons of San Joaquin. Bill and Cliff

and their fellow cowboy cooks will
make supper, of course, and there
will be silent and live auctions, as

well as a raffle for a pair of custom-
made Justin boots.

These events may be a bit pricey

for some folks, but most would

say it's worth it, if only for the amaz-

ing food.

Couples must provide their own
horses, tack, tipis, and bedrolls for
the trail ride; for reservations and
price, call 817/444-5502, or e-mail
red@redsteagall.com. The gala (din-
ner and dance) costs $75 per per-
son; for reservations, call 325/
762-2699, or e-mail susanftgriffin
@aol.com. To talk to Bill and Cliff
about catering an event, call 325/
762-3221. -JUNE NAYLOR

weed, with stunning views of this extraor-

dinary, colorful canyon.

Among the cooks moving coals under-

neath 11 Dutch ovens was Hody Porter-

field, a "mountain man" dressed in buck-

skin pants and boots, with a long feather

dangling from one ear. As he checked the

pots, using a lid-lifter to peer inside them,
Hody-who, it turns out, doubles as an

entertainer at this event-said this cook-

ware beats all.

"Anything you can cook at home

you can cook in a Dutch oven," said

Hody, who claims to have a Ph.D. from

the Prairie Dog Fork of the Red River

Institute. "Cobblers are probably the

most popular creation we make, though."

Stealing a look at the food, I felt my

mouth begin to water over the biscuits,
hash-brown-potato casserole, cream gravy,
sausage, and cinnamon rolls. While Hody

saw to his pots, other cooks stirred giant

skillets of eggs scrambled with ham and

cheese. Soon, we lined up to fill our plates.

As folks seated themselves at big picnic

tables, singer-guitarist Ed Montana wel-

comed the group and learned that the
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BILL CLOUGH

Ranch Hand Breakfast volunteer Nick Harold (above) throws another log onto the fire at the annual
King Ranch event. Below, a cook prepares breakfast for guests at the Elkins Ranch Cowboy Morning
Breakfast in Palo Duro Canyon.
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morning's biggest contin-

gent came from Tennessee.

There were visitors from

Ohio and California, too,
as well as new friends from

Great Britain. Ed invited

everyone to join in the "sin-

gin', hollerin', and waltz-

in'," and soon a daddy and

his tiny daughter were

dancing along to the "Ten-

nessee Waltz."

Between rounds of tunes

like "Miles and Miles of Texas" and "This

Land is Your Land," Hody stepped up to

recite a silly poem called "Red Beans and

Cornbread," followed by a story about a

dead rattlesnake that concluded with a

punch line about "reptile dysfunction."

As the group polished off the last of the

sausages and sweet rolls, Ed persuaded

three Scots to join in the yodeling portion

of the program as he played Eddy

Arnold's "Cattle Call"-in spite of the

Aberdeen natives' confession to never hav-

ing looked after a night herd.

BREAKFAST AT THE
KING RANCH

A t the world's most famous ranch,
residents from nearby towns rally

around one of the largest annual events

in South Texas. The King Ranch

Ranch Hand Breakfast near Kingsville

may be just 16 years old,
but it gives the public a

taste of one of the most

legendary elements in our

state's heritage: the sprawl-

ing King Ranch.
Bob Kinnan, general man-

ager of the ranch's hospi-

tality division, says that

although the event-al-

ways held the Saturday

before Thanksgiving-feeds
roughly 4,000 people, he

always has to turn away some 50 to 75

volunteers each year who want to help

serve coffee or pile food onto plates for

hungry visitors.
"Everyone wants to be a part of the

day. It's usually a beautiful day, but we

go on, rain or shine," Bob says. "It's right

in the middle of fall birding season, so

we get plenty of Winter Texans com-

ing from Minnesota, Wisconsin, Oregon,
and Canada, and we get lots of German

visitors, too."

Created to raise money for La Posada

de Kingsville, the city's Yuletide celebra-

tion, the breakfast drew 800 people in

its first year, which meant that cooking

strictly from Dutch ovens over campfires
was impossible from the start. Never-

theless, the cowboys and ranch helpers

cook over mesquite and oak fires, but

the utensils generally include giant grid-

l9
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dies forged in the ranch's welding shop.

Traditional cowboy breakfast fare fills

the menu, including scrambled eggs, sau-

sage, refried beans, flour tortillas, biscuits,
and what Bob calls "gallons and gallons

of cream gravy."

To offer guests a glimpse of old-fash-

ioned cowboy cooking, the ranch brings

in reenactors, who stage chuck-wagon

cooking demonstrations. You can see cow-

boys making pan de campo (camp bread)

and biscuits in Dutch ovens, and several

of the old King Ranch chuck wagons are

on display, too.

After breakfast, you'll want to stay a

spell to watch the team-roping demon-

strations and to listen to the Rough Rid-

ers, a group from Boerne that plays vin-

tage cowboy music. The event ends at 11,
but afterward, you might just wish you

could spread out your bedroll and cozy

up next to a fire all afternoon. *

Fort Worth writer JUNE NAYLOR collaborated
with Grady Spears, another great cowboy cook,
on his 2003 cookbook, Grady Spears: The Tex-
as Cowboy Kitchen (Ten Speed Press). June says
she likes nothing better than sitting around a
campfire and talking with cowboys.

S entialS CH UCK IT!
The Red Steagall Cowboy Gathering and
Western Swing Festival takes

*CANYON
place Oct. 27-29 in the Fort
Worth Stockyards Natl. FORT WORTH

Historic District. Visiting the KINGSVILLE

chuck wagons and watching the
cooking competitions (one for adults and one
for children) is free. A daily ticket to the over-
all event costs $17.50-$25. Call 817/444-
5502 or 888/269-8696; www.theredsteagall
cowboygathering.com.

The Elkins Ranch Cowboy Morning Breakfast
takes place daily Apr. through Oct., weather
permitting, at the Elkins Ranch, which in-
cludes part of Palo Duro Canyon, near Canyon.
Cost: $22.50, $18 ages 4-11. Call 806/
488-2100 or 800/658-2613; www.theelkins
ranch.com. Reservations required.

The King Ranch Ranch Hand Breakfast
takes place Sat., Nov. 18, 7-11 a.m., at the
King Ranch, off Texas 141, near Kingsville.
Admission: $5, free age 3 and younger. Call
361/221-0320 or 800/333-5032; www.
king-ranch.com.
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OOMING ACROSS THE LANDSCAPE IN OUR SLEEK,

motorized metal boxes, it can be difficult to proper-

ly savor the alluring underworld of artifacts that swirls

beneath our wheels. Slumbering for centuries, or for mere decades, a

multitude of relics from earlier cultures await our attention like mes-

sengers from Texas' past. As Lain Ellis, director of archeological studies ,

for the Texas Department of Transportation, puts it, "You practically

can't even spit in Texas without hitting an archeological site."

BY GENE F0WI ER

Archeologist Dan Potter of the Texas
Historical Commission (THC) recently
reported that some 65,000 archeological

sites have been recorded in the state, rep-
resenting "a small percentage of what is
actually out there." Texas is losing sites at
an alarming rate, due to farming, ranch-

ing, and development activities. At sites
containing potentially valuable or col-
lectible artifacts, looting poses a serious
problem, as well.

Fortunately, the big state is home to an
energetic corps of professional and avoca-
tional archeologists devoted to the protec-
tion and study of its archeological legacy.
Throughout October, during the THC-

sponsored Texas Archeology Month,
these dedicated folks host public pro-
grams across the state. Archeology fairs,
exhibits, lectures, digs-both mock and
genuine-and a wide range of other

events inspire young and old.

The Texas Archeological Society (TAS)
convenes its annual meeting during Texas

Archeology Month. Held in a different
city each year, the group this fall meets in
San Angelo October 20-22. "Each con-
vention includes a Friday-night program
that's open to nonmembers," explains

TAS executive director Pam Wheat-
Stranahan. This year's public forum offers
a talk titled "Tales of the Dead Will
Haunt You: The Archeology of Forgotten
Cemeteries" by Doug Boyd, an archeo-
logical consultant in Austin.

Membership in the TAS is open to any-
one interested in archeology. "Our Texas

Archeological Academy conducts three
weekend workshops every spring," Pam

says. "And our summer field school has

given members recent hands-on opportu-
nities at digs in Utopia, Eden, and Paris.
Next June, we'll return to Presidio San

Saba, near Menard, for the 250th an-
niversary of the site's founding."

Discovering the past by digging in the
dirt can be hard and, well, dirty work, but
it can also be fun and rewarding. "It's

thrilling to unearth something that hasn't

[FROM TOP] Archeologists excavate and interpret a burned rock midden at a summer dig in Utopia. Artifacts from a dig in the Lower Pecos River canyons
yielded stone tools, weapons, cordage, and a sandal.
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Archeologist Jerri

K

Henderson sorts artifacts found at a dig near San Antonio in preparation for a Texas Department of Transportation road project.

been seen for hundreds or thousands of

years," says former TAS president Ron

Ralph of Austin. "And even on a short proj-

ect, you really get close with fellow dig-

gers," adds Carole Leezer, an archeologist

with the Center for Archeological Studies

at Texas State University in San Marcos.

"There's a shared sense of purpose, and

you're pretty much together 24-7."

Archeologists select sites for excava-

tions based on historical records, magne-

tometer searches, and data collected from

previous archeological surveys. And each

dig is different. "For instance," says Ron,
"at the TAS field school in Paris, we were

looking for 3,000-year-old postholes, so

we began digging with shovels. At the

Spanish presidio next year, we'll be look-

ing for finer, smaller artifacts, so we'll be

using smaller tools, including trowels,
brushes, perhaps even dental picks and

bamboo twigs." At bigger-budget digs,
lasers and other high-tech gear help ar-

cheologists plot the area to be excavated.

"We lay out a grid and then excavate

in one-square-meter sections of earth

called one-by-ones," explains Carole.

"Then we sift the soil through screens to

find artifacts." Eureka moments come

after long hours of intense effort. "It was

very exciting when we found pressed lacy

glass under the main house of the Levi

Jordan Plantation near Brazoria," says

Carole, "because that established a time-

depth back to the 1840s."
A metal detector helped Claude Hud-

speth confirm that the Chihuahua Trail

passed across five-and-a-half miles of his

ranch in southern Crockett County and

northern Val Verde County. "Just a few

inches below the surface, I found metal

chains and square nails from the old wag-

ons," says Claude. "And I found bullets and

Spencer [rifle] shells that dated from the

period between 1849 and 1883, when the

trail was heavily traveled, but 10 or 15 feet

off the road, I didn't find a thing. In some

places, particularly in aerial views, you

can still see the ruts made by wagons on

the trail."

At the 2005 Annual Meeting in Austin,
Claude and other TAS members donned

wacky getups for a costume contest. Pub-

lic forum speaker John Erickson, creator

of the popular "Hank the Cowdog" book

series, presented a talk entitled "Two Guys

from Austin Are Digging Up My West Pas-

ture: A Rancher's View of Archeology."

Like John's Panhandle spread, the

majority of Texas lands are privately

owned, and responsible landowners

understand the importance of accommo-

dating archeological research. Bosque

County residents Adeline and Herman

Horn allowed archeologists Albert Red-

der and the late Frank Watt to trek across

their land to reach a bend of the Brazos

River, where the pair worked from 1967

into the 1990s at a site that became

known as the Horn Shelter. Redder and

Watt discovered a rock overhang that

had served as a habitat for humans from

approximately 8,000 B.C. to A.D. 1410.
"The Horn Shelter site is one of only

12 Paleoamerican sites that have been

discovered containing skeletal remains,"

explains George W. Larson, director of

the Bosque Memorial Museum in Clifton.

(The Paleoamerican period lasted from

about 10,000 B.C. to 6,000 B.C.) Redder
and Watt unearthed two skeletons in

1970, of an adult male and a nine- or 10-

year-old child. Carbon dating indicated

that the remains were about 9,700 years
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HROUGHOUT OCTOBER, DURING TEXAS

Archeology Month, dedicated folks host archeology fairs,

exhibits, lectures, and digs-both mock and genuine.

old. Burial artifacts-including five turtle senior staff archeologist Dan Prikryl.
shells, three perforated coyote canine The Nightengale site is unusual because
teeth pendants, five badger claws, five it contains artifacts spanning some
Swainson's hawk claws, and seashell 10,000 years. Archeologists have found
beads-found with the skeletons made more than 100,000 artifacts at the site.
Watt and Redder's work even more These include spear points, bone frag-
important to the study of early man. ments, and stone tools that indicate

On October 5, anthropologist Douglas human presence from the end of the Ice
Owsley of the Smithsonian will present a Age to pioneer times.
lecture on the Horn Shelter at the May- Prehistoric life and art merge in the
born Museum on the Baylor University archeological record of the culture that
campus in Waco. Two days later, a perma- inhabited the canyons and rock shelters of
nent exhibit, replicating a portion of the Val Verde County, where the Devils River
shelter, opens at the Bosque Memorial and Pecos River join the Rio Grande. The
Museum. Val Verde County Archeology Fair, held

@ OHN DAVENPORT on the grounds of the Whitehead Memo-
rial Museum in Del Rio, provides a

hands-on experience of that 4,000-year-
old, hunter-gatherer culture (as well as

, 
Jpioneer-era culture) on October 28. Activ-

ities include making adobe bricks, paint-
ing pictographs, and crafting reed flutes.

Experts on hand from the Shumla School
j in Comstock and Amistad National Rec-

reation Area will give talks on the rock art
f and other ritual artifacts used by Lower

:. , ' Pecos shamans.

The Shumla School, a 1,600-acre, year-
round facility dedicated to "education
through studying human use of materi-

' als, land, and art," will present the pro-

. z gram "Pecos Experience: The Art and

Archeology of the Lower Pecos" October

Joseph Beavin, a volunteer at the Alamo dig, fills a -20. "Our lead instructor for the 2006

bucket with soil that will be screened for artifacts. Pecos Experience will be renowned
French rock-art scholar Dr. Jean Clottes,"

You can learn more about the lifeways explains Kathleen Burgess, Shumla's pro-
of ancient Texans at the October 14 arche- gram director. Among the speakers are
ological fair (and throughout the year) at Dr. Carolyn Boyd, author of Rock Art of
the Nightengale Archaeological Center in the Lower Pecos, archeologist Elton R.
Burnet County, on the banks of Lake LBJ. Prewitt, and archeobotanist Dr. Phil Der-
The Lower Colorado River Authority ing. Activities include making paints from
created the interpretive visitors center af- bone marrow, mineral pigments, and
ter vandals unearthed the site in 1988. juices from the yucca plant; weaving
"The fair will offer tours of the museum and cordage production using native
and a replica camp, along with demonstra- plant sources; and learning about the
tions of flint-knapping, pottery firing, and medicinal and food plants of the region.
throwing the atlatl, or spear," says LCRA Still more experience of prehistoric and

ALL ABOUT ARCHEOLOGY
EVENTS For a complete list of Texas Archeology
Month (TAM) activities, visit www.thc.state.
tx.us, or contact the Archeology Division of the
Texas Historical Commission (Box 12276, Austin
78711-2276; 512/463-6096) for a free TAM
Calendar of Events booklet.
State parks information is available at www.

tpwd.state.tx.us.

BOOKS Look in your bookstore or library for
Rock Art of the Lower Pecos by Carolyn E. Boyd,
Sea of Mud by Gregg J. Dimmick, From a Watery
Grave by James Bruseth and Toni S. Turner, and
Traces of Texas History by Daniel Fox (out of print).

TEXAS ARCHEOLOGY ON THE WEB Archeologist
Steve Black of the University of Texas Archeologi-
cal Research Laboratory describes the authorita-
tive and well-illustrated site www.texasbeyond
history.net as "the virtual museum of Texas'
cultural heritage," with "an unequaled wealth of
accessible information on what archeologists,
historians, and others have learned about the
human history of Texas."

The Levi Jordan Plantation site at Brazoria gets
coverage at www.webarchaeology.com/html/
Default.htm. The plantation is currently accessi-
ble only during special open houses and other
events. The archeological record of the site has
much to teach about the lives of slaves and slave
owners. Dr. Kenneth L. Brown of the University of
Houston has excavated many of the slave quar-
ters in the last two decades, including the "curer's
cabin," also called the "conjurer's cabin." There
he found medicine bottles, chalk, kettle bases, a
thermometer, beads, shells, and other artifacts
that indicated the work of a folk healer who com-
bined Western medicine with traditional West
African techniques.

Center for Archeological Research, University of
Texas at San Antonio, car.utsa.edu/index.html.
Center for Big Bend Studies, Sul Ross State
University, www.sulross.edu/-cbbs.

Center for Archaeological Studies, Texas State
University-San Marcos, www.txstate.edu/
anthropology/cas.

Texas Archeological Research Laboratory, University
of Texas at Austin, www.utexas.edu/research/tarl.

For more on Texas archeology and Texas travel,
visit www.texashighways.com.

TEXAS ARCHEOLOGICAL STEWARDSHIP NET-
WORK Landowners with questions about arche-
ological sites on their land can contact their
regional representative of THC's Stewardship
Network for advice and assistance. For informa-

tion, contact the Archeology Division, THC, Box
12276, Austin 78711-2276; 512/463-6096.
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historic lifeways awaits archeology fair-

goers from El Paso to Texarkana. "Our

October 14 fair at Berry Springs Park and

Preserve will include atlatl demonstra-

tions, as well as learning about rock art,
rope- and basket-making, and friction fire-

starting," says Georgetown archeologist

Chris Dyer. "Robert Stiba, who will demon-

strate flint knapping, helped excavate the

remains of 'LeAnn, the Leanderthal Lady,'

found in Leander in 1982 and believed to

be 10,000 to 13,000 years old." Occupied
about the same time, the Gault Site,
between Georgetown and Ft. Hood, has

yielded new information about the Clovis

culture. "The Gault Site project director,
Dr. D. Clark Wernecke, will speak at our

fair and explain how project findings are

helping to mold a dramatically new view of

the peopling of the Americas," Chris adds.

A more recent culture, that of the

Caddo Indians, will intrigue visitors to

the archeology fair at Caddoan Mounds

State Historic Site, west of Nacogdoches,
on October 21. Archeologist Timothy K.

Pertulla explains that the Caddo lived on

the western edge of the woodlands of

eastern North America from about 1000

B.C. to A.D. 1550, supplementing bounti-

ful corn crops with wild plants and game.

The temple and burial mounds at the site

were one of the Indians' most important

ceremonial centers in East Texas.

One of several routes that comprised

the network of trails known as El Camino

Real ran past the present Caddoan

Mounds State Historic Site, and the trail

also passed by nearby Mission Tejas State

Park. There, on October 15, the El Cami-

no Real Archeological Tour will include a

talk on the first Spanish mission in East Tex-

as, a half-mile hike to the site of the Nebe-

dache Indian Village, and a ramble along

the traces of El Camino Real de los Tejas.

"We display pottery shards to visitors

and explore the meanings of the Indians'

decorations, but we also point out to vis-

itors why it's not good to pick up relics

found on the ground," explains park

ranger John Tatum. "It's best to flag an

artifact and let the archeologists study the

entire context of its location."

Officials of New Spain established the
East Texas mission in response to the
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UR FAIR AT BERRY SPRINGS PARK AND

Preserve will include atlatl demonstrations, as well

as learning about rock art and friction fire-starting."

MICHAEL A MURPHY

M M

Archeology students from Texas Tech University
dig at the Presidio San Saba, which will be the
site of the Texas Archeological Society's 2007
summer field school. Matt Carter, left, takes
notes while Joel Butler measures progress.

French settlement founded in present
Victoria County by Ren6 Robert Cavalier,
Sieur de La Salle in the 1680s. Recent
excavations of La Salle's ship La Belle and
Fort St. Louis have made the La Salle saga
a popular subject during Texas Archeolo-
gy Month. The La Salle Odyssey, a her-
itage tourism trail of museums in Corpus

Christi, Rockport, Palacios, Port Lavaca,
Victoria, Edna, and Bay City, exhibits
artifacts from both the Belle and Fort
St. Louis.

Another recent archeological project on
the coastal plain filled in gaps in the histo-
ry of the Texas Revolution. Dr. Gregg J.
Dimmick, a Wharton pediatrician, got
"hooked" on archeology one Saturday
afternoon in 1996, after tagging along
with a Civil War buff as the man plucked
"a few Mini6 balls, an old pocketknife,
and a brass button" from the soil. In time,

after reading about legends that the
retreating Mexican army had passed

through Wharton County, Gregg "got the
crazy idea" that artifacts left by those
long-ago soldados awaited his discovery.

After combining his initial searches
with word-of-mouth queries and research

in historical texts, Gregg and his digging
buddy investigated a site between the San
Bernard River and West Bernard Creek.
When they discovered the brass plate for

an 1830s India Pattern Brown Bess Mus-
ket, assorted ammunition, and other gun
parts of the period, Gregg immediately
called for assistance from the disciplined

diggers of the Houston Archeological
Society.

Thousands of hours spent excavating a
five-mile-long site turned up hundreds of
artifacts, from cannon and musket balls
to buttons, buckles, and brass accessories

from military uniforms, including a gilded

depiction of a Mexican eagle standing on
a prickly pear cactus and an exploding
bomb insignia with flames. The site

proved so rich in artifacts because the

2,500-strong main force of the Mexican

army had become bogged down in mud
after a major storm. General Vicente Fil-
isola, who hoped to achieve a defensive

position from which to avenge San Jacin-

to, dubbed the quagmire El mar de lodo,
the Sea of Mud. Although he is still a rel-
ative newcomer to the field, Gregg offers

a pearl of wisdom for the archeological
dreamer in all of us:

"I am convinced to this day," he says,
"that the only reason we were able to

locate the path of the Mexican army is
that we were actually crazy enough to
believe that we could."

With crazy dreams and a little luck, any
of us can participate in unearthing pieces
of our past. In October, all Texans are
invited to share in this experience.*

Austin writer GENE FOWLER hopes to visit
more archeological sites in Texas, the South-
west, and Mexico.
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$17.95 for each additional subscription
(International subscriptions are $29.95)

irtat friends, family members, and business associates to
Texas Highways, the Lone Star State's best travel magazine, and
save 58% off the newsstand price!

Call to subscribe: 1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S).

Or visit www.texashighways.com
For bulk orders (25 or more), call 512-486-5887.



Texas Lone Star Pride Collection

Texas Lone Star Pride
T-shirt
100% heavyweight, preshrunk cotton

Machine-wash inside-out

Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL

#38234.......$17.95

Texas Lone Star Pride
Mug
Same image on front and back

Tan ceramic, holds 8 ounces

#37328.......$8.95

NEW PRODUCTS
FROM TEXAS HIGHWAYS!

View our entire collection at
www.texashighways.com

Texas Lone Star Pride Cap
Adjustable Velcro strap, suede bill

#38713.......$16.95

Lone Star
Chili Apron
24" x 33" with

adjustable neck strap

50% cotton/50% polyester

#38602.......$17.95

/
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Don't Mess with
Texas Music CD
Volume III, 20 songs
Featuring Willie Nelson, Lee Roy

Parnell, Jimmy LaFave, Jerry Jeff

Walker, Junior Brown, Robert Earl

Keen, and others. Proceeds benefit

music education in Texas schools.

#37601.......$14.95

r BY ROD CHASE

1000 PIECE JIGSAW PUZZLE
16" X 34"

ITEM NO.39061

TEXAS
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Native Texas Gardens
Maximum Beauty, Minimum
Upkeep
185 pages, 81/2" x 11",

color photographs

#36522.......$24.95

Picturing The Past Puzzle
Depicts the Capitol and surrounding

downtown Austin

#37521.......$17.95

Hiking and Backpacking
Trails of Texas
Walking, Hiking, and Biking Trails
For All Ages and Abilities!
2006, 207 pages, 81/4" x 103/",
8 pages of color photographs

#36336.......$19.95



SFOR THE HOLIDAYS!
Texas Bluebonnets and
Butterfly Ornament
Glass ornament handpainted
by Texas artist Pattilu Bowlsby
and embellished with a
three-dimensional butterfly.'
Made in Texas
Diameter: 2 5/e"

#39106.......$14.00
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Keep Texas Beautiful
Ornament

Third Edition-2006
Features our state bird, the mockingbird.

3-dimensional metal ornament
Made in the U.S.A. Proceeds help fund

Keep Texas Beautiful projects.

Width: 3"

#39403. $18.00
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Merry Christmas from Santa
& His Texas Reindeer Cards

side message: "Celebrate the Season-Texas Style!"
12 cards, 12 white envelopes

Approximate size: 43/4" x 6%"

#35513.......$12.50

Cooking with
Texas Highways
More than 250 recipes a
80 color photos gathere
Texas Highways magazin
2005, 256 pages,
8 " x 10%"'
full-color, hardcover

#36137.......$24.95

$25.01 to $35.00 .......... $6.50 $175.01 to $200.00...........$19.00
$35.01 to $60.00 .......... $9.50 $200.01 to $225.00 ........... $20.00
$60.01 to $75.00 ......... $11.50 $225.01 to $250.00...........$21.00
$75.01 to $100.00 ....... $13.00 $250.01 to $275.00 ........... $22.00
$100.01 to $125.00 ...... $16.50 $275.01 to $300.00...........$23.00
$125.01 to $150.00 ...... $17.50 $300.01+ .... FREE (Regular Handling)
Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks for REGULAR U.S. delivery.
For orders delivered outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H prices.
International shipping times vary.
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add $10 for orders totaling up to
$175; for orders totaling more than $175, call 512/486-5887. Express handling
is not available for PO. boxes or outside the continental U.S.
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchandise, shipping, and handling.
For orders shipped to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to your subtotal.
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(- Exclusive

Texas Highways
nd 2007 Calendar

d from 13 breathtaking scenic
e images from around

the Lone Star State
Size: 13/2" x 10/4"
Opens to: 13/" x 21/2"

#33145.......$11.95

Quantity Price
Single calendar $11.95
2 - 4 calendars $10.95 each
Scalendars $9.95 each
1or more calendars $8.95 each

Greetings from Texas
Cards
Inside message: "Wishing you a
jolly holiday and a stellar New Year!"
12 cards, 12 white envelopes
Approximate size: 43/4" x 6%"

#35512.......$12.50
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Call 512-486-5890 for discount pricing on orders
of 100 or more calendars. (Discount applicable only
when shipping to a single address.)

To order by mail, please send payment to
Texas Highways - #748, PO Box 576, Mt. Morris, IL 61054.

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover

r2r

To order, call 1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Or visit www.texashighways.com
You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop at 150 E. Riverside, Austin.
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ASKINGG BY ROB McCORKLE

FUN FINDS ALONG THE ROAD Camp Verde General Store
AN ARMADILLO? Forget it. A horny toad? No chance.

How about the mythical jackalope? You've gotta be kid-

ding. The single-humped camel reigns as Camp Verde Gen-

eral Store's mascot and ubiquitous logo. It embellishes

everything from French soaps to wall clocks here. This

combination mercantile/post office/restaurant/historic

landmark owes its longevity-just shy of

150 years-to the dromedaries brought

to nearby Camp Verde by the military in

1856. Secretary of War Jefferson Davis

initiated the camel experiment to see how

the military pack animals would fare in

the American West.

Today, the two-story structure, be-

tween Kerrville and Bandera, welcomes

local ranchers, motorcycle clubs, classic-

car enthusiasts, and others cruising the

Hill Country's backroads. And if you

believe in ghosts-and who doesn't

around Halloween-the venerable store

provides the perfect setting for a pesky

trio of spirits said to haunt the place.

Overlooking cypress-lined Verde Creek,
Camp Verde General Store sits just north

of the intersection of Texas 173 South

and Ranch Road 480, the latter a scenic

stretch of road that hugs the creek as it

rolls past verdant ranch land on its way to

the German-settled burg of Center Point,
six miles downstream.

Opened in 1857 as the Williams Com-

munity Store, the establishment operated

only on payroll
days, serving sol-

diers from Camp

Verde, which stood

a mile to the west,
looking to quench

their thirst for al-

cohol. The military

Gilbert Tatolla Fernandez (above) joined lexas Lel Corps owner Doug Baum in a
reenactment of the 1856 trek from Indianola to Camp Verde earlier this year.

establishment provided the men with liq-

uid refreshment, but military regulations

prohibited intoxicants. Charles Schreiner,
a young rancher who would later help put

Kerrville on the map, purchased the store

in 1858 and operated it and a post office

at the site until he joined the Confederacy

in 1861. Walter S. Nowlin reopened the

store and post office in 1899, but a turn-

of-the-century flood washed it away.

Six months later, the store was rebuilt

in a Southern Colonial design using lo-

cally quarried limestone. Nowadays, the

tin roof and a second-story balcony with

a pine railing and posts lend the build-

ing a rustic look. Life-size woodcarvings

of 19th-Century soldiers stand sentry at

opposite ends of the front porch. Wood-

en benches beckon travelers to sit a spell.

Inside the building, with its well-worn

wood floors, pressed tin ceilings, beaded

board walls, and handsome antique dis-

play cabinets, you sense bygone days.

Mounted deer heads, weather-beaten

cowboy hats and boots, and a wooden

Indian just inside the front door add to

the Hill Country decor. One corner of the

store's ground floor still serves the Camp

Verde community's postal patrons.

Although antique items, such as manu-

al typewriters, women's lace-up shoes,

and an upright piano still decorate the

interior, Camp Verde General Store has

undergone a transformation in recent

years. It was once a typical country store,

offering little more than soft drinks,
snacks, and a few anachronistic curiosities,
but today the store operates as a post of-

fice, eatery, and fully stocked emporium.

The Old Camp Verde Cafe serves a

light breakfast, lunch, and snacks that

appeal to the living-and perhaps the

dead, too, judging from the ghost stories

related by locals and revealed in the

Camp Verde History scrapbook. The caf6

menu even honors Ruthie, a well-known

local spook said to haunt the store: A

"Snacks for Ruthie" section lists nachos,

pork tamales, and other Mexican fare.

Ruthie, said to be a woman in her late

20s or early 30s, also has a sweet tooth,
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according to a local ranch hand. As the

story goes, one night the cowboy heard

the store's burglar alarm go off and alert-

ed a sheriff's deputy. As the two searched

downstairs, the ranch hand set a cookie
out on the table for Ruth-
ie, as he sometimes did.

The two men went up-
stairs to search for in-

truders, but saw no one.

When they came back

downstairs, a bite had

been taken out of the

cookie. The two men ran

from the store, vowing

never to return after dark.

That wasn't the first

time, however, that em-
ployees had reported
ghostly mischief.

Former store employee

Angie Baker of Kerrville
recalls encountering the
specter of a little girl in
one corner of the room

while she was turning

out the lights for the
evening. "I barely got a
glimpse of her, but she

was short and had long

occasions, she has put an item down, and
then found that it has been moved, but
there could be a number of explanations

for that, she says.
When she's not waiting on customers,

Once a typical
country store, Camp

Verde General Store

now operates as a

post office, eatery,

and fully stocked

emporium.

hair. I've heard other stories about people
arriving at the store first thing in the

morning to find a children's book left
open or toys scattered on the floor as if

someone had been playing with them,"
Angie says.

Melissa Trevino, the store's operations
manager and buyer, says that she herself
hasn't seen any real evidence of the rest-

less spirits' handiwork. On a couple of

large wooden

Melissa scouts for un-

usual gift items to stock.

I The philosophy behind
Camp Verde General

Store's merchandising, she

explains, is to offer items

made by Hill Country
artists and craftspeople.

Patrons can find fine

jewelry, trendy dishware,
scented candles, gour-
met foods, clothing, and

rooms brimming with
enough other merchan-

dise to keep most shopa-

holics busy for hours. In

keeping with the store's

historic ambiance, many
items are housed in the
glass display cases.

Upstairs rooms built

on both sides of the
building bulge with more
merchandise. The west-

ernmost room contains

bins filled with every candy
imaginable: jellybeans, chocolate candy
cigarettes, bubblegum, and more. Parched
patrons need only reach into a cooler for a
soft drink, beer, or bottled water to wash
down their choice of gourmet chips, pea-
nut brittle, ice cream bars, or any number

of other tempting confections and snacks.

Hungry travelers can choose from sever-

al salads under the menu's "Camel Food"
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SENATOR BARACK OBAMA
The Audacity of Hope:
Thoughts On Reclaiming
the American Dream

KEVIN CLASH AND ELMO
My Life as a Furry, Red
Monster: What Being Elmo
Has Taught Me About Life,
Love and Laughing Out Loud

MAUREEN DOWD
Are Men Necessary?
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Just northwest of Austin,
approaching Texas' glorious
Hill Country, you'll find a spot
where the quality of life is
just a cut above. Cedar Park
is perfectly situated between
the world-class attractions
of Austin and its historic
surrounding cities, as well
as the natural splendor of
the hills, lakes and rivers
of Central Texas. Plus, you
just might be surprised to
discover the vast variety
of shopping, dining and
entertainment opportunities
Cedar Park has to offer you
and your family. If Central
Texas is your vacation
destination, come on over
and let Cedar Park be your
home away from home!

tourism@ci.cedar-park.tx.us
www.cityofcedarpark.org

512.401.5000
600 N. Bell Blv
Ced a r Pa rk, TX
78613
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section, build their own deli sub, or select

from a handful of grilled or toasted sand-

wiches. A hot plate-lunch might feature

anything from spaghetti and meatballs to

fried catfish. Diners can sit at one of the

indoor tables or dine alfresco at a shaded

patio table in the Camel Corral. (This pic-

turesque courtyard and the surrounding

grounds have made the store popular for

weddings and other gatherings.)

The San Antonio-based Camelot Hills

Group, LLC, purchased Camp Verde

General Store in 2004 from Joyce and

Roland Walter. Nearby sits the Bowman

family ranch, which includes the remains

of old Camp Verde. Robert E. Lee, an

Army captain (and an architect), stayed

at the ranch while he helped lay out the

post in the 1850s. After the Civil War

started in 1861, Confederates took over

the camp. In 1865, Union forces reoccu-

pied Camp Verde, but abandoned it four

years later, which effectively ended the

camel experiment.
And what of the camels?

Yellowed newspaper clips in Camp

Verde General Store scrapbooks relate the

varied fates of these hearty, but cantan-

kerous "ships of the desert." During the

Civil War, 80 camels and two Egyptian

drivers ended up in Confederate hands.

Before long, though, the camels were

widely scattered.

Some were used in salt pack-trains that

ran to San Antonio and other military

posts from salt lakes such as La Sal del

Rey and La Sal Vieja in the lower Rio

Grande Valley. Some were set free on

the open range near Camp Verde; others

were used to pack cotton bales to Browns-

ville; and, according to The Handbook of
Texas, one found its way to the infantry

command of Captain Sterling Price, who

used it throughout the war to carry his

company's baggage. Records show that

in 1866, the U.S. Army sold 66 camels to

Bethel Coopwood, who was a soldier,
lawyer, judge, and businessman in Texas,
California, and Mexico. Coopwood used

Medina-based writer ROB McCORKLE has covered
Bandera, Lockhart, Uvalde, and the Old Settler's
Music Festival for Texas Highways.
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the camels to haul freight for a while be-

tween San Antonio and Mexico. Still oth-

ers were sold to the circus or auctioned

off in California, and a few escaped to

roam the desert.

Yet another Camp Verde camel story

reported by the press addresses a different

kind of ghost that haunted the area's

cedar breaks in the waning days of the

19th Century. The unattributed quote

goes as follows:

CAMP VERDE (zip code 78010) sits
on the north bank of Verde Creek,
6 miles southwest of Center Point, '
near the junction of Texas 173 South and
Ranch Road 480, in the southeastern corner of
Kerr County, just 3 miles north of famed Ban-
dera Pass. The community sprang up around
the Williams Community Store, the forerunner of
today's Camp Verde General Store; 830/634-
7722. Camp Verde's first post office was estab-

lished in 1858. Hours: Daily 9-5.

The Old Camp Verde Cafe (830/634-7722 for
phone orders; 634-3275 for fax orders) serves
breakfast and lunch. Lunch served until 2 p.m.

The Texas Camel Corps, owned and operated
by Doug Baum of Valley Mills (254/675-HUMP
[48671; www.texascamelcorps.com), offers
monthly camel treks at Monahan Sandhills
State Park and occasional ones at Big Bend
Ranch State Park and in the Middle East.

The 150th anniversary of the original Williams
Community Store, complete with camels, will
be celebrated June 23, 2007. Call the Camp
Verde General Store for information.

"A circuit preacher once delivered a

sermon under a brush arbor near Camp

Verde. He read the scripture from

Matthew 23:24: 'Ye blind guides that
strain out a gnat and swallow a camel.'

He suddenly became speechless, stared

beyond the congregation as if transfixed

by some holy apparition. Churchgoers

turned to witness two camels emerge

from the nearby woods."

So, if you're in this ghost-hunting

neighborhood, don't be too surprised if

you see a cavalryman leading an eight-

foot-tall camel down to the banks of Ver-

de Creek. They may be on their way to

the store to enjoy one of Ruthie's snacks.

J



1-31
EL PASO

KLAQ Haunted Warehouse
915/544-9550

6-8
WICKETT

Bluegrass Festival
432/943-6765

6-9
ALPINE

Oktoberfest
432/837-9454

6, 13, 20, 27
ODESSA

Musical Menus
432/335-4682

7
ODESSA
Art Tour

432/337-1492

Brand New Opree
432/580-3177

Evening of Magic & Comedy
432/550-5456

7-8
EL PASO

Amigo Airsho
915/562-6446

Elephant Festival
915/521t-1850

FORT DAVIS
Old Fort Davis Festival

432/426-3015

MARFA
Chinati Foundation

Open House
432/729-4362

MIDLAND
CAF Airsho

432/563-1000

11-14
FORT STOCKTON

Road Runner Open Road Race
432/336-8525

12, 14
EL PASO

La Traviata
915/581-5534

13-14
ALPINE/MARATHON

Marathon 2 Marathon
432/386-4500

13-15
BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK

Ride for Trails Motorcycle Rally
432/477-2395

14

EL PASO
Carlos Mencia

915/544-8444

Chopin Music Festival Concert
915/584-1595

20
DEL RIO

Abrazo on Amistad Dam
830/775-3551

EL PASO
Magoffin Home
Candlelight Tour
915/533-5147

The Rolling Stones
915/544-8444

21
DEL RIO

Fiesta de Amistad
International Parade
830/703-5324

EL PASO
Concordia

Walk Through History
915/581-7920

FORT STOCKTON
Old Timers Day

432/336-2167

21-22
DEL RIO

Fiesta de Amistad
Arts & Crafts Fair
830/775-9715

EL PASO
Hueco Tanks

State Historic Site
Interpretive Fair Weekend

915/849-6684
or 857-1135

Kermezaar 2006
915/821-2132

or 593-8337

Mountain Festival
915/562-9899

28
DEL RIO

Archeological Fair
830/774-7568

EL PASO
Dia de los Muertos

Festival
915/351-1191

McCAMEY
Chili Cookoff

432/652-8202

29
PRESIDIO

The Haunting of
Contrabando

at Big Bend Ranch State Park
432/424-3327

or 229-3416

TERLINGUA
CASI Chili Cookoff
432/371-2595

1
CORPUS CHRISTI
(began Sep 29)

Bayfest
361/887-0868

or 854-8492

GALVESTON
Gulf Coast

Volleyball Association
Beach Volleyball

Tourna ment
832/928-4120

HOUSTON
(began Sep 29)

Dracula
713/227-2787

KEMAH
(began Sep 29)

Jazz Fest
281/334-9880

1-7
ROSENBERG

(began Sep 29)
Fort Bend County Fair

281/342-6171

1-31
KEMAH

Boo on the Boardwalk
281/334-9880

WEST COLUMBIA
Quilt Show

979/345-6125

4-7
ORANGE

Lions Carnival
409/883-3536

WINNIE
Texas Rice Festival
409/296-4404

5
HARLINGEN

Ramsey Nature Park
Native Plant Tour
956/364-1410

5-7
HOUSTON

Festival Chicano
713/284-8350

5-8
PORT ARANSAS

Harvest Moon Regatta
281/474-2511

6
HOUSTON

Brazilian Guitar Quartet
713/227-4SPA

6-7
BROWNSVILLE

Zoofari
956/546-7187

6-8
BRAZORIA
River's End

VFD Fishing Tournament
979/964-4332

ROCKPORT
Seafair

361/729-6445 or
800/242-0071

7
GALVESTON
Tony Bennett

800/821-1894

PORT ARANSAS
South Texas Music Fest and

Chili & Barbecue Cookoff
361/749-4254

WELCOME TO THIS MONTH's sampling of events
from throughout the Lone Star State.

SEND FUTURE EVENT INFORMATION TO: Texas

Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009;
fax: 512/486-5879; e-mail: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us

LISTING DEADLINES: Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1;
Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1; Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1;
Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1

BECAUSE OF SPACE LIMITATIONS, we can't list every event we receive. Please
note that dates sometimes change after we go to press. You may want to con-
firm a particular event by calling the number listed with the festivity or by con-
tacting the local chamber of commerce or convention and visitors bureau.

FOR INFORMATION ON ANY DESTINATION IN TEXAS: Call 800/452-9292
toll-free from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Central Time. A professional travel counselor at one of the Texas Department
of Transportation's Travel Information Centers will answer your Texas travel

questions, provide routing assistance, send brochures
(including the official Texas State Travel Guide and map),
and advise you of any emergency road conditions.

FOR A QUARTERLY, MORE DETAILED SCHEDULE OF
events, write for a free copy of the Texas Events Calen-

dar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. For an online listing
of events, go to www.texashighways.com.

7-8
GALVESTON

Downtown Lofts Tour
409/763-7080

KATY
Katy Rice Harvest

Festival
281/828-1100

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Marathon Relay & Triathlon

210/695-6430

7-14
EDNA

Jackson County Youth Fair
361/782-7146

8
CORPUS CHRISTI

Hispanic Heritage Festival
361/883-0639

8
GALVESTON

Galveston Symphony
Orchestra

409/763-0667

HOUSTON
Art Car Show

281/890-5500

SANTA FE
The Happy Wanderers

409/925-1401

9
PEARLAND

Meet the City Fall Festival
281/652-1673

11-15
BROWNSVILLE

Brownsville Latin Jazz Festival
956/831-9590

12-22
BEAUMONT
South Texas
State Fair

409/832-9991
or 951-5400

13-15
GALVESTON

Greek Festival
409/762-7591

13-21
ANGLETON

Brazoria County Fair
979/849-6416

14

HOUSTON
Hubbard Street Dance

Chicago
713/227-4SPA

Home to the
Caverns of Sonora

Eaton Hill Wildlife I 18 8 8 -3 8 7 2 80
Sanctuary 1 www.sonoratx-chamber.com

ding * Exotic Game Ranches * 6 Mote 1Herita
_ wildlifeRArt * Ranch Retreat * Uniqae Mohair Gifts
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Goblins in the Garden

-. .. 7 1
Gobons inthe

Sunday, Oct. 29,
4to 7p.m.
BIG BUGS are haunting
the gardens! Sponsored by
107.1 KGS and KXAN

Visit www.wildflower.org
or call 512-292-4200.
4801 La Crosse Ave, Austin, TX

i-cd &it

TEXAS Events Ictobe
14

LA MARQUE
Gulf Coast Seafood Grill-Off

& Fair on the Square
409/935-1408

PORT ARTHUR
CavOlLcade Parade

& Fishing Tournament
409/983-1009

or 983-4034

ROSENBERG
Ride to Rosenberg
281/342-6804 or

713/816-2624

WEST COLUMBIA
First Capital

Historical Bike Tour
832/878-4858

WHARTON
River Bend Squad Airshow

979/532-1862

14-15
CLEAR LAKE AREA

Dragon Boat Regatta
281/338-0333

HOUSTON
Bayou City Art Festival

713/521-0133

Houston Festa Italiana
713/524-4222

15
NASSAU BAY

The Legends of Jazz
281/335-7777

19-21
GALVESTON

Downtown Jazz Festival
409/939-6563

or 771-7720

19-22
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

Sand Castle Days
800/767-2373

20
HOUSTON

Golden Dragon Acrobats
713/284-8350

20-22
CORPUS CHRISTI
Texas Jazz Festival
361/883-0639

or 883-4500

21
HOUSTON

All-British Motor Vehicle
Espo

281/346-2417

Buffalo Bayou Regatta
& Outdoor Expo
713/752-0314

NEEDVILLE
Harvest Festival
979/793-4030

ORANGE
Art in the Park

409/883-1010 or
800/528-4906

PORT ARANSAS
Sand & Surf Beach Run

361/749-6222

WHARTON
Fall Spooktacular
979/282-8500

21-22
HOUSTON

Wings Over Houston
Airshow

713/266-4492

21-22
KINGWOOD

Fine Art Festival
281/358-1710

21, 24, 27, 29, Nov 4
HOUSTON

Verdi's Simon Boccanegra
713/228-6737 or
800/626-7372

22
SANTA FE

Italian Festival
409/925-1401

23
CORPUS CHRISTI

Golden Dragon Acrobats
361/980-1949

24
VICTORIA

KVRT Food & Wine Classic
361/572-ARTS

24-29
HOUSTON

STOMP
713/227-4SPA

24-Nov 5
HOUSTON

West Side Story
713/558-8887 or

888/558-3882

25-26
VICTORIA

South Texas
Farm & Ranch Show

361/550-1826

26
FRIENDSWOOD

Halloween in the Park
281/482-3329

27-28
HOUSTON

Houston Book,
Postcard & Paper Fair

281/565-0771

27-29
GALVESTON
Hairspray

800/821-1894

28
BAYTOWN

Heritage Scaritage Festival
281/427-8768

BEAUMONT
Halloween Frolic
409/832-2134

GALVESTON
Island Oktoberfest
409/762-8477

LEAGUE CITY
South Shore Dockside
Food & Wine Festival

281/334-4900

PORT ARANSAS
Fallback Festival
361/749-6405

28-29
ANGLETON

Austin Town Festival
979/864-1208

BEAUMONT
Rockin' Blues Festival

409/896-5555

RICHMOND
Texian Market Days

281/343-0218

28-29
VICTORIA

Gardens Tour
361/575-8807

28, 31, Nov 3, 5, 9, 11
HOUSTON

Mozart's Don Giovanni
713/228-6737 or
800/626-7372

30-31
BROWNSVILLE
Boo at the Zoo
956/546-7187

HARLINGEN
Halloween

Haunted House
956/425-3600

UVALDE
Nueces River Canyon Tour

830/278-2017

5
KERRVILLE

Symphony of the Hills
830/792-7469

SABINAL
Sabinal River Canyon

Tour
830/278-2017

5-7
UVALDE

SWTJC Rodeo
830/278-2017

6
CONCAN

Frio River Canyon Tour
830/278-2017

6-8
FREDERICKSBURG

Oktoberfest
830/997-4810

GRUENE
Gruene Music &

Wine Fest
830/629-5077

7
AUSTIN

Christopher Parkening
512/300-ACGS

B LAN CO
Ladies State Chili

Championship
512/558-1321

BOERNE
Cibolo Celebration

830/249-4616

LAM PASAS
Herb & Art Festival

512/556-5172

MASON
Old Yeller Days Festival

325/347-5758

UVALDE
Uvalde County Fair

830/278-2017

7-8
BUDA

Fine Arts Festival
512/295-2022

7-10, 12-17, 19-24, 26-31
MEDINA

Great Hill Country
Pumpkin Patch
800/449-0882

10
AUSTIN

Pepe Aguilar
512/477-6060

UVALDE
Historic Sites Tour
830/278-2017

14
BURNET

Fort Croghan Day Festival
512/756-8281

19-26
AUSTIN

Austin Film Festival
512/478-4795

20-2 1
B UDA

FireFest
512/295-6795

KYLE
Fair on the Square

& Barbecue Cookoff
512/262-3939

LLANO
Llano County

Heritage Day Festival
& Llano River

Chuck Wagon Cookoff
325/247-5354

or 247-4158

20, 22
AUSTIN

Conspirare
512/476-5775

20-22
AUSTIN

Ride for the Roses
512/236-8820

CONCAN
Texas Hill Country

River Region
Bicycle Classic

800/210-0380

MOUNTAIN HOME
Y0. Ranch

Texas Longhorn Trail Drives
800/967-2624

21
GOLDTHWAITE

Mills County Quilt Show
325/648-2660

HUTTO
Olde Tyme Days
512/759-4400

21-22
BOERNE 4

Festival of Arts & Music
210/507-5053

CANYON LAKE 4
Moving Waters Powwow

830/964-3613

22
AUSTIN

The Rolling Stones
512/494-1800 4

24
KERRVILLE

Irvin Mayfield &
the New Orleans

Jazz Orchestra
830/896-5727 4

or 896-9393

26-29
BRACKETTVILLE
Alamo Village &

Shahan HV Ranch
Trail Ride & Cattle Drve

830/563-2580
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The Roiling Stones bring their Bigger Bang tour to El Paso's

October 20 and to Austin's Zilker Park on October 22.

27-29
AUSTIN

Texas Book Festival
512/477-4055

KERRVILLE
Kerr County Fair
830/257-6833

28
CASTROVILLE

Pumpkin Festival
830/931-3533

FREDERICKSBURG
Food & Wine Fest
830/997-8515

28-29
BANDERA

Ranch Heritage Weekend
830/393-7037 or

800/364-3833

GRUENE
Texas Clay Festival
830/629-7975

30
UVALDE

Halloween Carnival & Parade
830/278-2017

1
ST LAWRENCE

Fall Festival
432/397-2268

6-8
POST

Old Mill Trade Days
866/433-6683

6-8, 13-14, 20-21
POST
Oliver!

806/495-4005

7
ABILENE

Classic Truck Show
325/695-8253

CHILDRESS
Tour d' Cotton Bike Ride

940/585-8208

COLEMAN
Coleman Art League Show

325/357-4775

Fiesta de la Paloma
325/625-2163

EASTLAND
Old Rip Fest

254/629-2332

7
ROBERT LEE
Street Affair

325/453-2831

SAN ANGELO
San Angelo Symphony

325/658-5877

SNYDER
White Buffalo Festival

325/573-3558

WICHITA FALLS
Steal kfest

940/767-0843

7-28
WICHITA FALLS
Pumpkin Patch
940/767-0843

8
CROSBYTON

Cowboy Gathering
806/675-2261

14
AMARILLO

Verdi's Falstaff
806/372-SING

or 378-3096

FLOYDADA
Punkin' Days

806/983-3434

MINERAL WELLS
Crazy Water Festival

940/325-2557

19-21
LUBBOCK
Texas Tech

National Intercollegiate Rodeo
806/742-2805

21
LUBBOCK
Ranch Day

806/742-0498

21-22
AMARILLO

Celtic Festival & Craft Faire
806/374-4243

CANADIAN
Fall Foliage Festival

806/323-6234

LUBBOCK
Antique

Tractor & Engine Show
806/239-5796

27-28
LUBBOCK

Lubbock Symphony Orchestra
806/762-1688

27-28
POST

Halloween Spook House
806/495-4005

SAN ANGELO
Halloween at Fort Concho

325/481-2646

27-29
SAN ANGELO

Wrangler
San Angelo Roping Fiesta

325/653-7785

28
ABILENE

Philharmonic Concert
325/677-6710 or

800/460-0610

29
SAN ANGELO

Chaparral Challenge
Bike Race

325/949-1475

29-Nov 4
AMARILLO

U.S. Team Penning Association
National Finals

817/378-8082

1
THE WOODLANDS

KILT's Fall Fandango
281/363-3300

5-7
CENTER

East Texas Poultry Festival
936/598-3682

6-31
HUGHES SPRINGS

Scarecrow Row
903/639-2351

7
DIBOLL

Diboll Day
936/829-1222

HUNTSVILLE
Fair on the Square
936/295-8113 or

800/289-0389

JASPER
Fall Festival

409/384-2762

LUFKIN
Pineywoods Purgatory

936/634-5438

8
JEFFERSON

Taste of Jefferson
903/665-2672

11-15
NACOGDOCHES
Pineywoods Fair
936/564-0849

12-14
HENDERSON
PRCA Rodeo

903/658-1858

13-15
CONROE

Cajun Catfish Festival
800/324-2604

14
CARTHAGE

East Texas Oil & Gas Blast
903/297-4017

LIVINGSTON
Indian Springs VFD

Chili Cookoff
936/327-3544

RUSK
Pioneer & Heritage Festival

903/683-4242

TEXARKANA
Archaeology &
Heritage Fair

903/793-4831

14-15
MARSHALL

Fireant Festival
903/935-7868

18
OMAHA

Fall Festival
903/884-2556

18-2 1
GILMER

East Texas Yamboree
903/843-2413

19-22
TYLER

Texas Rose Festival
903/597-3130

20
THE WOODLANDS

Houston Ballet
281/363-3300

20-22
WOODVILLE

Harvest Festival
409/283-2272

21
ALTO

Archeology Fair
936/858-3218

TEXARKANA
Downtown

Blues & Barbecue Festival
870/774-2120

27-28
GOLDEN

Golden Sweet Potato
Festival

903/765-2444

SAN AUGUSTINE
Sassafras Festival
936/275-3610

27-31
WINNSBORO

Lighted Carved Pumpkins
903/497-6667

28
HUNTSVILLE

Rocky Raccoon 50-K/25-K
Trail Runs

903/894-3788

t

kayak
surf

bird
dine

El play
relax
stay

MU S T A N G IS L A N D

www.greenvillechamber.com
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Fabulous shopping,
incredible dining and an
extraordinary variety of
family fun adventures.
Plan to visit Plano.

800-81 -PLANO planocvb.com

Historical Re-enact

O" 1 -2Q 105 /CO
mC

t O I , -. c tk
At the iniersecIa n of Hlvv s 28
in Aingleton, TX

979-864-1208 wwwa-.chm.org
Arwok by Marietta Adam.

ut

b~er 29, 10-,3
8 & 28811

ALETON
4 14e

TEXAS Events _ :b

close to everything.I far from ordinary.
P L A

28

JASPER
Haunted Halloween Hike

409/384-5231

LONGVIEW
Longview Symphony

903/236-9739

MONTGOMERY
Haunted House
936/597-4155

NACOGDOCHES
Scare on the Square

936/559-2573

31
HUNTSVILLE

Scare on the Square
936/295-2150

LUFKIN
Halloween Main Street

936/633-0205

MINEOLA
Moonlight Halloween Party

903/569-2087

MONTGOMERY
Halloween in the Park

936/597-4400

1
FLATONIA

Sacred Heart Fall Festival
361/865-3920

1-22
DALLAS

(began Sep 29)
State Fair of Texas
214/565-9931

3-7
ROUND TOP

Marburger Farm Antique Show
800/947-5799

6-8
BONHAM

Autumn in Bonham Festival
903/583-4811

GONZALES
Come & Take It Festival

830/672-6532

PARKER
Gene Autry Festival

940/437-1110

SOUTHLAKE
Oktoberfest

817/481-8200

TEMPLE
Texas Early Day

Tractor & Engine Show
254/780-2360

6-14
WACO

Heart O'Texas Fair & Rodeo
254/776-1660

7
DENISON

Main Street Fall Festival
903/464-4452

or 465-1551

FARMERSVILLE
Old-Time Saturday Celebration

972/782-6533

RICHARDSON
Richardson Symphony

Orchestra
972/744-4650

SEGUIN
Conjunto Festival
800/580-7322

7
SHINER

Pumpkin Patch
361/594-3999

TEAGUE
Pa rkfest

254/739-2061

WALLIS
Fine Rides Autofest

Car Show
979/478-6712

7-8
RICHARDSON

Cottonwood Art Festival
972/744-4580

7, 14, 21
SALAD

Tablerock Shakespeare
Macbeth

254/247-0220

7, 14, 21, 28
BRENHAM

Farmers Market
979/836-9466 or

888/273-6426

8
B EN BROOK

Women's Sprint Triathlon
817/707-0500

SWEET HOME
Czech Fest

361/594-3644

WESTPHALIA
100th Homecoming & Picnic

254/584-4701

11-14
BONHAM

Fannin County Fair
903/583-4811

11-15
BELLVILLE

Austin County
Fair & Rodeo

979/865-5995

12-15
FORT WORTH

Manhattan Transfer
817/665-6000

SEGUIN
Guadalupe County Fair

830/379-6477

13
CEDAR HILL

Old Settlers Reunion
972/293-4740

GRAND PRAIRIE
Jamie Cullum

214/373-8000 or
972/647-5700

13-14
DALLAS

Dance Africa:
A Community Festival

214/631-2787

Lyon Opera Ballet
214/528-5576

13-15
CUERO

Turkeyfest
361/275-2112

McKINNEY
Third Monday Trade Days

972/562-5466
or 542-7174

RICHARDSON
Rent

972/744-4650

14
ANDERSON

Stagecoach & Texian Day
936/873-2633

BASTROP
Pine Street Market Day

512/303-6233

CANTON
Autumn Stroll &

Fun Run
903/896-4475

CEDAR HILL
Country Day on the Hill

972/293-4740

ELGIN
5-K Sausage Stampede

512/285-4515

FARMERS BRANCH
Archaeology Fair
972/406-0184

FLATONIA
Market Day

361/865-3920

GAINESVILLE
Depot Day

940/668-4530

GLEN ROSE
Moonshine Festival

254/897-3081

Paluxy Pedal Bike Ride
254/897-3081

GONZALES
Pilgrim Country Opry
830/672-6532

GRAND PRAIRIE
Pumpkin Fun Run
972/262-5151

LEXINGTON
Market Day

979/773-4337

LULING
Night in Old Luling
830/875-9239

MOUNT VERNON
Countryfest

903/537-4365

ROUND TOP
Shakespeare at Winedale

979/278-3530

SHINER
Bocktoberfest

713/867-3248 or
361/594-4180

14-15
CHAPPELL HILL

Scarecrow Festival
979/836-6033 or

888/273-6426

FORT WORTH
Railroad Show

817/249-4965

GRAND PRAIRIE
Champion Barbecue Cookoff

972/647-2331

14-29
MONTALBA

Hidden Oaks Pumpkin Farm
903/549-3161

15
DALLAS

Ballet Folklirico de Mdxico
214/692-0203

18-22
ADDISON

Shakespeare Festival
800/233-4766
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19-21
DALLAS

Dallas Symphony
Orchestra & Chorus

214/692-0203

ROCKDALE
Fair & Livestock Show

512/446-2030

20-21
CANTON

Heritage Quilt Show
903/567-2991
903/567-4511

FRISCO
Storytelling Festival

972/335-5510

MADISONVILLE
Texas Mushroom Festival

936/349-0742
or 348-3591

20-22
COPPERAS COVE

Ogletree Gap
Heritage Festival
254/547-7571

DALLAS
Texas Ballet Theater

877/828-9200

YORKTOWN
Western Days Festival

361/564-2661

21
BENBROOK

Community Center/YMCA
Harvest Festival
817/249-0500

CLIFTON
Oktoberfest

254/675-3720 or
800/344-3720

COOPER
Chiggerfest

903/395-4314

ENNIS
Autumn Days in Ennis

Fall Festival
972/878-4748

GRAND PRAIRIE
Carlos Mencia

214/373-8000

KERENS
Kerens Cotton Harvest

Festival
903/396-2665

LA GRANGE
Best Little Art Show in Texas

979/965-5756

LEXINGTON
Chocolate Festival

979/773-9100
or 773-4337

MIDLOTHIAN
Scarecrow Fall Festival

972/723-8600

ROUND TOP
Jose Meliton &
Elena Martin

Piano Duo Concert
979/249-3129

Market Fest
979/249-3308

or 249-6561

WAXAHACH I E
Cotton Fest

972/938-9617

WHEELOCK
Pioneer Days

979/828-4627

4



WWW.JAMIECULLUM.COM

UK jazz/pop Singer and pianist Jamie Cullum leaps
into Texas on October 13 at Grand Prairie's Nokia
Theatre, and October 14 at Stubb's in Austin.

21
WHITESBORO

Peanut Festival
903/564-3331

21-22
EDOM

Festival of the Arts
903/852-3897

GRANBURY
Harvest Moon Festival

817/573-5299

22
CUERO

St. Michael's School
Fall Festival

361/277-3854

HALLETTSVILLE
Falling Leaves Polka Fest

361/798-4333

24
DALLAS

Meadows Chorale
214/768-2787

26-28
BELLVILLE

Spring Creek
Bluegrass Festival
979/865-5250

27
RICHARDSON

Irvin Mayfield &
the New Orleans
Jazz Orchestra

972/744-4650

27-28
PARIS

Festival of Pumpkins
903/784-9293

ROUND TOP
Winedale

Oktober Gartenfest
979/278-3530

SAN FELIPE
SpookFest

Barbecue Cookoff
281/808-4803

27-29
DENISON

Custom Car Show
903/465-1551

or 893-3149

FLATONIA
Czhilispiel

361/865-3920

FORT WORTH
Red Steagall

Cowboy Gathering
& Western Swing

Festival
888/269-8696

GAINESVILLE
Herb'n Antique Fair

940/665-6938

GLEN ROSE
Fossilmania

210/492-9163

28
BRENHAM

Heritage Festival
979/830-8445 or

888/273-6426

CEDAR HILL
Days of Old

972/291-3900

ELGIN
Hogeye Festival
512/281-5724

PALESTINE
Dogwood Jamboree
903/723-3014 or
800/659-3484

Fall Fest
903/729-6066

SEGUIN
Hats Off to Juan Seguin

800/580-7322

Main Street Trade Day
800/580-7322

WAXAHACHIE
Texas Country Reporter

Festival
972/937-2390

28-29
BELLVILLE

Antique & Art Festival
979/865-0185

or 865-2706

DALLAS
Age of Scream

Halloween Celebration
214/428-0101

Boo at the Zoo
214/670-5656

GLEN ROSE
Comanche Peak Powwow

817/578-4705

KAUFMAN
Fall Cabooodle Fest

972/932-2216

SALADO
Fright Trail

254/947-9205

28-Nov 5
NIXON

Centennial Celebration
830/424-3410

29
DALLAS

Dallas Symphony Orchestra's
Haunted Symphony

214/692-0203

GIDDINGS
St. Margaret's Catholic Church

Fall Festival
979/542-0217

or 542-3380

S EGU IN
200th Celebration

of Juan Seguin's Birthday
800/580-7322

TEMPLE
Lincoln Trio

254/773-9926

WACO
Miracle Match Marathon

888/724-2811

30
GLEN ROSE

Woodcarving Show
254/897-2321

31
BONHAM

Halloween on the Square
903/583-4811

CLIFTON
Trick or Treat on Main Street

254/675-3720 or
800/344-3720

WACO
Zoo Boo

254/750-8415

WEST
Halloween Alley
254/826-3188

1-Dec 2
MERCEDES

(began Sep 30)
Rio Grande Valley

Cornfield Maze
956/975-1702

5
SAN ANTONIO

Gala in the Garden
210/224-1848

6-8
POTEET

Atascosa County
Sesquicentennial Celebration

830/569-3622

SAN ANTONIO
Fall Arts & Crafts Show

210/227-4262

6-7, 13-14
SAN ANTONIO

Oktoberfest
210/222-1521

7
LAREDO

TAMIU AutMus Fest
956/326-2171

7-8
SAN ANTONIO/

BEEVILLE/
CORPUS CHRISTI

Valero MS 150
Bike to the Beach

Bike Tour
713/867-3201

SAN ANTONIO
River Art Show & Festival

210/380-8801

12-14
FLORESVILLE

Peanut Festival
830/393-0074

13-14

SAN ANTONIO
A Festival of Films

210/736-FILM

13-15
FALFURRIAS

Fiesta Del Campo
361/325-3333

SAN ANTONIO
International Accordion

Festival
512/459-3495

14
SAN ANTONIO

De Fa Tras
Cajun Show Band
210/573-3403

Northwood
Presbyterian Church
Craft Fair & Music
210/262-0567

15
SAN ANTONIO

Charreada
210/532-0693

15-31
EAGLE PASS

Maverick County 4-H
Pumpkin Patch

830/513-9345

19
SAN ANTONIO

Bexar Land Trust
Sunset Celebration

210/222-8430

19-22
SAN ANTONIO
Junior League

Ole Marketplace
210/979-5710

21
GOLIAD

Missions Tour de Goliad
361/645-3579 or

800/848-8674

SAN ANTONIO
Gebirgs Saengerfest

210/222-1521

25-28
ALICE

Jim Wells County Fair
361/664-7595

31-Nov 4
SAN ANTONIO

La Ofrenda:
Dia de los Muertos

210/224-1848

POET lITHER
J-

Vhether your interest
is history, or a deep Iove four
nature, Port Arthur, Tex\is is b
the natural place to be!

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
3401 Cultural Center Drive - Port Arthur, Texas 77642

(409) 985-7822 * 1-800-235-7822
http://www.portarthurtexas.com

Texas Fishermen's
Seafood Festival
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Readsfers
RECOMMEND...
TIPS FROM OUR READERS

MY WIFE and I recommend the Galaxy Drive-
In Theatre in Garrett (just north of Ennis). We
first went there on New Year's Eve in 2004 and
saw Christmas with the Kranks and Spanglish.
We've gone back several times since then,
most recently to see Cars. In the year and a
half since its grand opening, the Galaxy has
expanded from three screens to six screens.

JOHN T. PATTERSON, Mansfield

The Galaxy Drive-In Theatre is at 5301 N. I-45
(Exit 255); 972/875-5505; www.galaxydrivein
theatre. com.

IF YOU'RE driving on Interstate 20, 1 highly
recommend a stop at a new cafe in Strawn,
the Brandin' Iron. The catfish and chicken-fried
steak are hard to beat.

MIKE HODEL, Lipan

The Brandin' Iron is at 610 Grant Ave.; 254/
672-5908.

TRAVELERS coming to Luling to experience
the Luling Zedler Mill Paddling Trail can enjoy
a great Mexican restaurant called Salsas,
which makes the very best puffy tacos and
homemade corn tortillas.

PETER AND DEBRA MAJOR, Prairie Lea

For information on the Luling Zedler Mill Pad-
dling Trail, call 830/875-3214, ext. 4; www.
tpwd.state.tx.us/paddlingtrails/inland/luling.
Salsas is at 942 E. Pierce St.; 830/875-6157.

HAVE WE got a place you must visit! It's
Mustang Creek B-B-Q in Louise, owned and

WE VERY much enjoyed our

visit to Lake Texana State Park
and its neighbor across the road,
Brackenridge Plantation Park
and Campground, near Edna.

ELIN K. OELKE, Seguin

Lake Texana State Park is at 46
Park Rd. 1 (east of Edna, in Jack-

son County); 361/782-5718;
www.tpwd.state.tx.us. Bracken-

ridge Plantation Park and Camp-

ground is at 891 Brackenridge
Pkwy. (Texas 111 S. at Lake Texana);

operated by Cecil Sanchez. The pork ribs are
among our favorites-melt-in-your-mouth tender
and delicious. The flavor is indescribable. The
chicken, beef, sausage, beans, coleslaw, and
banana pudding are good, too, as is everything
else on the menu (even the tea is good). Our
son Keith told Cecil, "I never liked barbecue
before I ate yours."

LOUIS A. ORSAK JR. AND GEORGIA A. ORSAK

Mustang Creek B-B-Q (open lunch and dinner
Wed-Sun) is on US 59 S., 1 mile north of
Louise; 979/648-2600.

MY WIFE and I went to Tamaleo, a teeny
Oaxacan restaurant in Austin. The owner/cook,
Leonor Bahos-Stoute, told us she had already
sold all of Friday's special, pescado en mojo de
ajo (whole tilapia encrusted with garlic), so we
shared a tasty tamale plate (chicken in red
mole/pork in green sauce, steamed in banana
leaves), and a savory bowl of seafood soup

IF YOU KNOW OF A NOTEWORTHY LONE STAR ATTRACTION, RESTAURANT, EVENT, OR PRODUCT, WRITE OR E-MAIL:

Readers Recommend, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. E-mail: lettersO5@texashighways.com. Space

constraints prevent us from publishing every suggestion we receive. We reserve the right to edit items. Because we're

unable to check out every item, and because hours vary and details can change, please call ahead for more information.
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13 breathtaking scenic images from
around the Lone Star State
Size: 131/2" x 10/4" Opens to: 13/2" x 21/2"

#33145.......$11.95

To order call
1-800-839-4997

(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Or visit
www.texashighways.com

5K62

Whether you're boating or birding, camping or fishing,
the sun never sets on the fun at Lake Texana State Park.

361/782-5249; www.brackenridgepark.com.

that wasn't on the menu. No wine, no beer, just
jamaica (hibiscus tea) and tamarindo tea.

RANDY ANTHONY, Austin

Oaxacan Tamaleo is at 1300 W. Anderson Lane
(inside the Tienda Chica convenience store);
512/289-9262; www.tamaleo.com.

THE BACKDOOR Pottery & Botanical Gar-
dens in Center Point is very interesting and
always changing. Food is even served there.
Plus there are many varieties of birds: pea-
cocks, ducks, pigeons, chickens (some with
feathers on their feet), exotics, etc. I'm looking
forward to going again soon.

CORA BELLE NUNN, Kerrville

The Backdoor Pottery & Botanical Gardens is
at 255 River Road Dr.; 830/634-3166.

ALONG Texas 21 near Lincoln is a wonderful
Texas find with great home cooking: The Elm
Creek Cafe. The service is excellent, and the
restaurant is decorated with many great an-
tiques for sale. They serve appetizers, salads,
steaks, and seafood. Make sure to stop-you'll
be glad you did.

FLAMEN AND MARGIE BALL, Nacogdoches

The Elm Creek Cafe is on Texas 21, 4 miles
west of Lincoln; 512/253-6775.

Next month... Texas movie towns
take the spotlight, along with the wild winners
of the Images for Conservation Fund Pro-Tour
of Nature Photography Contest, a new book

on courthouses, and the coastal sights and
sites of Seadrift. And we'll yum it up with
stories on pecans and a heckuva turkey
sandwich. Just say November!
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( LANCE ALLRED

WINDS CONTINUALLY RESHAPE the dunes of Monahans Sandhills State Park,
creating fresh palettes for the tracks of critters, plants, and people.

U To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.magazineprints.com.
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