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UDFROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

THIS MONTH, Ann Gallaway takes us cruiS-
ing-on Texas rivers, lakes, and the Gulf

Coast. Although born in landlocked Kerr-

ville (hey, Admiral Nimitz was from Fred-

ericksburg), Ann has sea legs-and freshwater

legs, too. In July 1996, Ann wrote a memo-

rable article about sailing on Texas' Tall Ship

Elissa from New Orleans to the ship's home-

port in Galveston. We think you'll enjoy Ann's

story on Texas cruises as well (page 26)....

GOOD NEWS! Some of you have asked about

Marine Sergeant Ben Christensen, who wrote

the Port Isabel story in this year's February

issue. We're happy to report that Ben is back

-from Iraq, that is. In April, Ben and his

lovely wife, Lynette, joined the TH staff for

lunch a week after he returned from his tour

of duty. He looked grateful, happy, hale, and

hearty, and ready to begin contributing once

again to the magazine....

LONGTIME Texas Highways writer Howard

Peacock writes this month about the San

Antonio Botanical Garden, which, although it

opened in 1980, has already achieved na-

tional stature (see story, page 20). About

80,000 folks visit the garden in an average

year. "It's a remarkable record of achievement

and growth in so short a time," says Claire

Alexander, president of the San Antonio Bo-

tanical Society.

Candace Andrews, the Society's managing

director, asked me to let readers know about

upcoming events at the botanical garden:

Shakespeare in the Park will produce A Mid-

summer Night's Dream at the garden June 29-

July 2. The Art in the Garden exhibit, opening

in July, will showcase trabajo rastico, the con-

crete artworks of Carlos Cortes, his uncle

Dionicio Rodriguez, and his father, Miximo

Cortes. (The works are made of concrete that

has been textured and painted to resemble

wood.) "This family has crafted numerous

treasures in San Antonio, including the foot-

bridge in Brackenridge Park," says Candace.

"We'll produce a map listing these gems

throughout San Antonio, as well."

Dinosaurus Tex, which will feature some

50 dinosaur replicas, will be at the garden

September 2-December 4. In addition to the

dinosaurs, Candace says, "We'll have giant

insects, including foot-long cockroaches and a

six-foot centipede."

Howard recalls that among the contribu-

tors to the garden (and to many other Texas

gardens, including Rice University's Lowrey

While researching her story on Texas boat rides, senior
editor Ann Gallaway captured the ghost of the Graceful
Ghost on Caddo Lake.

Arboretum) is the eminent horticulturist Lynn

Lowrey. "Each fall, the great plantsman would

invite a friend or two to crowd into his pickup

truck and rattle off to gather seeds of unusual

or interesting plants," Howard says. "Some-

times Lynn and the boys would hie down to

South Texas or maybe Mexico to see what

might be making seed. Back at his nursery,

which he located at various places in Texas,

Lynn and a pal or two would plant the seed

in drills filled with a growing medium. He

gave many of the young plants, once estab-

lished, to friends, schools, botanical gardens,

and laboratories."

Shortly after Lynn's death, in June 1997,

Dr. Dave Creech, professor of horticulture and

director of the Stephen E Austin Arboretum,

wrote: "Back before it was politically correct,

Lynn spoke and wrote quietly on biodiversity,

taking advantage of microhabitats, under-

standing the importance of site preparation,

plant community development, natural form

in design, using superior and adapted natives

and exotics, and the list goes on."

Fortunately, Lynn's legacy lives on in places

like the San Antonio Botanical Garden-as

Howard's story says, a "Must See" in the

Alamo City.

COME to think of it, this is a great time to see

any number of Texas' gardens and to cruise

Texas' waters. The outdoors beckons.
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Want to put more fun in your summer? Roger Clemens takes the mound again with the Houston Astros, while
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston hits a home run with its new "BaseballAs America' exhibition. Ounce for
ounce, Gold is pure fun at the Houston Museum of Natural Science. More museums. More shopping. And
more fun. Houston has it all. Enjoy big city theater. Stroll down the Kemah Boardwalk or kick up some sand
on the coast. To find more fun, log on to wwwvisithoustontexas.com or call 1-800-4HOUSTON.

SpaceCity. A space of infinite possibilities.

Greater Houston Convention and Visitors Buread
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73 WINDOW ON TEXAS

ABOUT OUR COVERS FRONT: A replicated 19th-

Century topsail schooner, the Captain Kidd sails out of

Kemah. More about boats beginning on page 26. Photo

@ Robert Mihovil BACK: Thirsty? Jarrones of fruity
aguas frescas beckon from Esperanza's Cafe & Bakery

in Fort Worth. Our story on the ambrosial beverages

begins on page 52. Photo by J. Griffis Smith
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FEATURES

20 SAN ANTONIO BOTANICAL GARDEN A nature-lover highlights the Alamo
City's botanical bonanza, a 33-acre site with some 40 attractions. BY HOWARD PEACOCK,
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN DAVENPORT

26 BOAT BLITZ From steamboat to barge, from paddlewheeler to gondola, get on board
as our senior editor cruises on boat rides aroLnd the state. BY ANN GALLAWAY, PHOTOGRAPHS BY
ROBERT MIHOVIL

34 6666: PORTRAIT OF A TEXAS RANCH Tracing its history to the 1890s,
the Four Sixes remains a proud West Texas landmark. Photographs from a new book (with text by
Henry Chappell) capture its grandeur. PHOTOGRAPHS BY WYMAN MEINZER

42 REBORN IN THE LAP OF LUXURY Four historic downtown-Houston hotels
have reinvented themselves as luxurious 21st-Century destinations. BY DAVID BUSH, PHOTO-
GRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

46 STEPHENVILLE: REAL COWBOY CULTURE The boots-and-jeans scene
is alive and well in Stephenville, and here, the duds aren't just a fashion statement. BY KATHRYN
JONES, PHOTOGRAPHS BY KEVIN STILLMAN

AMARILLO52 AGUAS FRESCAS: iDELICIOSAS! The author 529B34BoRGER
crisscrosses the state in search of her favorite new-old beverage and GUTHRIE 34. FORT WORTH

GRNUY26 5226iVNcomes up with some refreshing suggestions. EY JUNE NAYLOR, THURABERU 56* 26 RVI*26 UNCERTAIN
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ALC 2GALVESTONhistory museum, restaurants, and more. Nearby Strawn and Mingus offer ALICE 62
extra enticements. STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RANDY MALLORY "26 PORT ISABEL

PHOTOS FROM TOP LEFT, CLOCKWISE: JOHN DAVENPORT; J. GRIFFIS SMITH; RANDY MALLORY
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Something
for Everyone
CONGRATULATIONS, as always, on a great
April edition. Actually, I cannot remember an
issue in which I couldn't find something of
great interest.

P.D. STERLING
Dallas

WE LOVE our subscription. My parents gave
my husband the subscription for his birthday
a number of years ago and have renewed it
each year. We think it's the best gift he could
get. We're born-and-bred Texans, but every
issue informs.

THE PERRYS
Vidor

El Paso's Eye-Popping Poppies
YOUR APRIL issue certainly has some beauti-
ful pictures of our native wildflowers. Spring is
surely the time to travel Texas highways and

enjoy the scenery.
El Paso has its
own display at this
time of year. The
foothills and lower
slopes on the east
side of the Franklin
Mountains are cov-
ered with a fantas-
tic panorama of
Mexican gold pop-
pies. The orange
and yellow flowers
were especially showy this year because of the
abov3-average rainfall during the winter and
early spring.

RALPH W. GOODE JR.
El Paso

Best of West
I READ Kathleen Kaska's article on West [Just
Pass ngThrough, April issue] with fascination

TALK

No matter where you look there's history. Ahead are century-old cotton farms and restored T"I TEXAS

depots marking town beginnings. To the side are pioneer villages, elegant house museums and HISTORICAL
COMMISSION

some of the best barbecue in Texas. Following intently are the stories of people who made Texas S Igf,, itesen t

great. So get in the car, take a look around - you can see your heritage from here.

For free driving maps of the Brazos Trail 3r other Texas Heritage Trails, call 866/276-6219 or visit www.thc.state.tx.us/travel.
Photo courtesy Texas State Library & Archives Comrission
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and with memories greatly
cherished. I think "Kolache
Capital of Texas" is a name
properly given. I have tried
kolaches from all of the bak-
eries in town, and they are
all good. And Ms. Kaska
reminds us that "kolaches
aren't the only lip-smacking-
good eats in West." I partic-
ularly like the bread from the
Village Bakery. This bread
has a special texture and
taste, and when toasted
lightly, it makes the best
bacon, lettuce, and tomato
sandwich that I have ever
eaten. A crispy bread delight!

Since the 1970s, I have stopped at the
Village Bakery and bought kolaches and bread
to take on my travels. I worked in Oklahoma for
many years, and I would load my car with
loaves for friends. Even today, from Pflugerville,
we make a special trip and buy a dozen loaves
to take home. Georgia Montgomery continues
to operate the bakery after the passing of her
husband, Wendel (the town pharmacist for

TEA I T R L COmSI



The World Championship Paint Horse Show has something for everyone-
exciting classes, great shopping, high-quality horse sale and

a free educational seminar.

More than 2,000 Paint Horses are expected to compete in more than
170 action-packed classes-everything from jumping

to cutting, freestyle reining to Western Pleasure.

Mark Your Calendar-June 26-July 9
Will Rogers Memorial Center, Fort Worth, Texas

For more information call, (817) 831-27'42, ext. 306 or
visit aphaworldshow.com
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PO. Box 961023 - Fort Worth. Texas 76161
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spot in the
Angelo. W
from, I alw

many years). The bakery recipes are inherited since I kn
from her family. Miles. This
BILL PRICE years ago
Pflugerville woman as

ED. NOTE: Yum. Thanks for the recommenda- I'mlfro,
tion, Bill. The Village Bakery is at 108 E. Oak

was a tow
St.; 254/826-5151. westo

West on e

I GOT a real kick out of the article on West. I WILBUR
grew up in Miles, not much more than a wide Houston

A

a

A+

road between Ballinger and San
hen asked by anyone where I was
ways replied "West Texas" (the area),
ew no one would have a clue about
worked just fine, until some 45

in Ann Arbor, Michigan, when a
ked me where I was from. When I
test Texas;' she said, "That's where
.oo!" That's when I learned that there
n in Texas named West. Today, we see
very trip from Houston to Dallas.

J. LINDSAY

IF

Gal Pals
THANKS very much for the For the Road item
about the Cowgirl Weekend at the Watterson
Ranch [April]. It generated a lot of interest, and
we've received phone calls from people as far
away as Maine. Scott and I can't take credit for
owning the ranch, however. That honor proudly
goes to Scott's grandparents Mr. and Mrs.
Claude Watterson of Smithville, who have suc-
cessfully run this Heritage Ranch for more than
50 years and have graciously allowed us the
opportunity to offer these trail-riding events.

TRINA AND SCOTT MILLER
WATTERSON RANCH

Smithville

Aggie Muster
IN MARCH'S Spotlight, you did a great job of

commemorating Texas Independence Day, but
I want to add the greatest celebration of this
day in the world. The Muster celebration of for-

mer and current students of Texas A&M Uni-
versity takes place all over the world on April
21 [San Jacinto Day], wherever there are at
least two Aggies present. The Muster not only
honors Texas Independence, but also those
Aggies who have passed on to greater rewards
during the past year. Their names are called at
the Muster, and a candle is lit for remembrance
and honor. Perhaps you have heard of the
Spirit of Aggieland. My wife and I look forward
to TH each month to keep us in touch with the
best of Texas!

JOHN D. DAVIS

Santa Fe, New Mexico

ED. NOTE: Gig 'em, John! We covered the Aggie
Muster, said to be the largest gathering of any

single alumni group at about the same time all
over the world, in Speaking of Texas in April
2000. The tradition originated in June 1883.

Marin from Maryland
I HAVE been a subscriber for only a short
time, but I have fallen in love with this maga-
zine. I have not lived in Texas for many years,
but still have close family there and miss it a
lot. I read your magazine from cover to cover-it
is a wonderful publication. Thank you for giving

me a way to visit home more often.

MARIN MOLL
Upper Marlboro, Maryland

Talking in Circles
I READ Randy Mallory's "I Survived the Circle"

[about Waco's traffic circle] in the March issue
and noticed that you left out the surviving

6 TEXAS HIGHWAYS June 2005
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circle in the Panhandle town of Borger (Hutch-
inson County). At the north end of town, sur-
rounded by a skating rink, hotel, and other
businesses, the circle merges traffic on Texas
136/152, Texas 207, and other city streets.

DAVID WATKINS

Watauga

Cooking with
Texas Highways
I ENJOYED Nola McKey's
article, "A State Fare
Collection;' in the April r
issue. I was happy to see
that you have published a"
new cookbook. I received
the first cookbook from
my son for Christmas in
1995. I will have to ask
him for the new one for
my April birthday.

I have saved all of your issues since 1979
and have copied each recipe and compiled my
own file of 459 recipes. I have them listed in my

computer for easy reference. Keep on cookin'.

VICKY PICKERING
Houston

I WANTED to let you know how happy I am to
see the cover photo [by Griff Smith] on the new
cookbook. I wrote the catfish story [July 1997]
that included the recipe for the grilled black-

ened catfish from Catfish Corner
in Abilene. Since I researched
the topic nearly 10 years ago, I
continue to try new catfish recipes
and locations. Catfish Corner's
fried catfish and fixings are still
at the top (along with several of

' the others in that story).

JONATHAN BURNETT

Austin

ED. NOTE: Thanks, Jonathan.
Readers, to order the cookbook

A 1 ($24.95, plus shipping, handling,
and applicable tax), call 800/839-

4997 (product #36137), or go to www.texas
highways.com. Or, pick up a copy at the Texas
Highways Gift Shop in Austin (150 E. Riverside
Dr.; 512/486-5899).

Carving Out History
IN GENE Fowler's "La Salle Odyssey" [February],
Red Barker, president of the South Texas Wood-
carver Guild, is shown viewing a Native Ameri-
can exhibit at the Corpus Christi Museum of
Science and History. Interestingly, Red is stand-
ing near the La Salle Odyssey exhibit hall, which
has a restored 1530s Spanish palace's domed
ceiling, as noted in the story. Our organization,
which conducts monthly 3rd Saturday Fellow-
ship Workshops at CCMSH, volunteered to repli-
cate a large number of missing floral pieces
and intricate frieze work to complete the lengthy
restoration project. Likewise, Beau Hydrick, also
an STWG member, replicated one of the La
Salle cannon carriages on exhibit. Thanks for
your comprehensive journalism documenting
this Gulf of Mexico-South Texas history.

HERB JANECEK
SECRETARY, SOUTH TEXAS WOODCARVER GUILD

Portland

WRITE OR EMAIL: Talk to TH, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/486-5879; email:
lettersO5@texashighways.com. web site: www.
texashighways.com. Though we are unable to print
every letter, we just might select yours to appear in the
magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism. We
reserve the right to edit letters.

Photo corts Tea Par &' Widie et y ErlNttnga
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Spiaeaking of
HISTORY, FOLKLORE, AND

eBAY CITY PUZZLERTexas native Forrest Bess was a contemporary of Jackson Pollock

and, like Pollock, a rising star in the New York art scene of the

1950s. Though Bess never achieved Pollock's fame or fortune, his

paintings have sold for five figures in recent years. Yet last summer, eBay hosted

an auction of Bess paint-

ings with a starting bid of
$100. If a bargain-base-
ment Internet auction of

works by an important

American artist sounds
unusual, it's only the lat-
est chapter in Bess' bi-
zarre story.

Born in 1911 in Bay
City, Forrest Bess studied
architecture at Texas A&M,
but dropped out to paint
in Mexico. After serving
in World War II, he re-

turned to his hometown, L i y ui

living in a shack at his of his first exhi
1950s and '6(

family's bait camp on a

remote bayou. He also began to capture
on canvas the "visions" that he had ex-
perienced since childhood.

In the 1950s and '60s, Bess' abstract
expressionist works were exhibited in
Houston and New York City museums
and galleries. All the while, the artist was
descending into madness. Bess became
obsessed with the idea that immortality
could be achieved through androgyny,
and he performed surgery on himself
that proved nearly fatal. Even the avant-

garde art world found Bess too ex-
treme; he faded into obscurity and died
in 1977 in a Bay City nursing home.

In 1995, the estate of San Antonio art
collector Leonard Quinlin donated 90
previously unknown Bess paintings to
Bay City's Matagorda County Muse-
um. Trouble was, Quinlin had a reputa-

tion for dealing in forgeries. Unable to
authenticate the paintings, the museum
stored the collection until May 2004,
when it decided to sell the works on eBay.

By summer's end, all the works had

COURTESY MATAGORDA COUNTY MUSEUM

* - /

urk t btb pamteu La Bahia mi 19,36, ie yeat

bition. Acclaim in the New York art world 1f the
)s would prove fleeting for the eccentric artist.

sold-some for more than $2,000-to
collectors around the country.

The authenticity of the eBay works
aside, the museum stands by its place in
the Bess legend. "We were s2lling a
piece of the Bess story," says Sarah Hig-
gins, the museum's director. Whether
that story will someday include a chap-
ter on the authentication of ary of the
eBay works, only time will tell. As Bess
himself once said, "My pain-ings are
tomorrow's paintings-wait and see."

-Angela Fox, Nashvi~le, Tennessee

FROM CHAPS TO SPURSSan Antonio Spurs fans might want

to consider sending the City of Dal-
las a thank-you card. It's the least

they could do. If not for a sr rt-Lved
basketball team called the Dallas Chap-
arrals, where would the Spurs be today?

The misty origins of the Alamo City's
pride and joy date to October 16, 1967,
when the Chaparrals played their first
home game as part of the -ledgling

FASCINATING FACTS

American Basketball Association (ABA)
at Dallas' Memorial Auditorium. A

modest crowd of around 3,400 wit-
nessed a 129-125 win over the Anaheim

Amigos.
Terry Stembridge, legendary radio

announcer for the Chaps, and, later, for
the Spurs, remembered how the Dallas
franchise got its name: "One of the
early investors' meetings was held at
the Chaparral Room in the Dallas
Sheraton.... One of the investors... sug-
gested that Chaparrals would make a

good name for the team."
Despite reaching the ABA playoffs

five times in six seasons, the Chaparrals
never caught on with North Texas fans.
Their final home game, on March 26,
1973, drew fewer than 600 die-hards,
with only 130 of those paid admissions.

The Chaparrals' owners attempted to
move the team to New Jersey, an
arrangement the ABA vetoed because of
alleged mob ties. Finally, Stembridge
called Red McCombs, a San Antonio
car dealer. It was a fortuitous move:
McCombs wanted to boost his city's
image by bringing major-league sports
to town. A group of businessmen leased
the Chaparrals, with an option to buy.
Stembridge recalled a lease price of one
dollar, while McCombs claimed, "May-
be $100. Still, it was a very good deal."

San Antonio warmed to its new bas-
ketball team, rechristened the Spurs. By
the end of the 1973 season, the owners
had made the move down Interstate 35
permanent by buying the club, for
$750,000. When the ABA folded in 1976,
four franchises, including San Anto-
nio's, joined the National Basketball
Association (NBA) at a fee of $3.2 mil-
lion apiece.

Twenty-three seasons later, the San
Antonio Spurs became the first former
ABA team to win an NBA title. In 2003,
they beat the Dallas Mavericks in the
Western Conference finals and went on
to capture their second championship.

-Lori Grossman, Dallas
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THIS MONTH'S TOP PICKS AND PLACES

Inside the City Limits
IN 2003, THE NEW BRAUNFELS MUSEUM OF ART AND MUSIC

opened its doors in Gruene and put itself on the map with the

show Dance Halls and Last Calls, which focused on Texas'
rich honky-tonk heritage. Now, through August 8, Austin City

Limits: Making Music-Making History continues to explore

the culture of music in the Lone Star State. The exhibition,

which helps celebrate the 30th anniversary of the popular tele-

vision show, features nearly 100 images taken by long-

time ACL photographer Scott Newton. But you'll
also go behind the scenes of the show, which is
filmed before a live studio audience on the Uni-
versity of Texas campus (and not, as you might
think, on an idyllic Austin overlook).

A multimedia station re-creates the legendary
Studio 6A, including the trademark Austin-sky-
line backdrop, original bleachers, and a direc-
tor's booth. Two documentary films delve into
the intricacies of producing the show. You can

II .:;4T rc r r mn taU e i E

even listen to music
and interviews with -
artists such as Lyle
Lovett and Dolly Par-
ton, just two of the
huncreds of musi-
cians who have per- stage three times. H
formed on the ACL
stage since the show's de~ut in 1974.
830/625-5636; www.nbmuseum.org.

*mjW

Enjoy .fabu s w 06....................

MOODY GARDENS
GALVESTON ISLAND

For more information, call:

800-582-4673
www.moodygardens.org I

AQUARIUM' RAINFOREST-IMAX® THEATER' DISCOVERY PYRAMID

ere, he makes history in 1983.

Call I'M A PEPPER, YOU'RE A PEPPER
MARDI GRAS IN JUNE? YOU BETTER
believe it. The 114th Dublin Dr Pepper Birthday
Celebration takes place N'awlins-style on
June 11. This year's bash, dubbed Mardi Gras
in June, emulates Crescent City festivities with
rhythm-and-blues music, three Mardi Gras pa-
rades, and an old-fashioned carnival.

The 10-2-4K gets the heart pumpin' at 8 a.m.
The Backyard Circus features kids from the
crowd, who will walk the tightrope, tame wild
animals, and get fired out of a "cannon." You'll
tap your feet to the rhythms of The Briefcase
Blues, as the performers, backed by an eight-
piece show band, pay tribute to the legendary
Blues Brothers.

Get ready to vote with your taste buds (and
Mardi Gras beads) to determine a winner in the
Beans-and-Rice Cook-Off, where sated recipe-
testers, armed with a cup and spoon, throw a
beaded necklace toward their favorite beans-and-
rice entree. Also, the winners of the Art/Photo
Contest will display their Dr Pepper-inspired cre-
ations. Be sure to catch a glimpse of Pretty
Peggy Pepper, Dublin Dr Pepper's beauty queen,
on a hand-carried float at the Mardi Gras street
parade, while listening to zydeco melodies from
the Texas-Louisiana band Tirer Une Vache.

Patrons can also enjoy free tours of the bot-
tling plant and museum, slurp plenty of free

EL Dublin Dr Pepper, and sample Cajun foods
made with Dr Pepper as the main flavoring.

10 TEXAS HIGHWAYS June 2005
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Top off the day with a slice of the gigantic birth-
day cake in the shape of-you guessed it-a
case of Dr Pepper bottles. Call 254/445-3466;
www.dublindrpepper.com. -AMANDA ABLACK

RANCHING HISTORY 101
THE NATIONAL RANCHING HERITAGE
Center in Lubbock draws people from all over
the world who have an interest in the American
West. Its 38 authentic ranch structures, most of
them gathered in Texas, lie along winding paths
that allow visitors to trace the West's ranching
history, from the early Spanish influence in the
late 1700s to the coming of the railroad to this
area in the early 1900s.

Now, thanks to a new book published by the
NRHC, armchair travelers can do the same.
Beautifully illustrated, with double-page fold-
outs that show closeups of tools, furnishings,
and other features, Across Time & Territory:
A Walk Through the National Ranching
Heritage Center by Marsha Pfluger offers fasci-
nating anecdotes usually unavailable to on-
site visitors.

Readers learn, for example, that the small
El Capote Cabin (ca. 1838), once located east
of Seguin, has been linked with royalty, politi-
cians, war heroes, and a future U.S. president

(Theodore Roosevelt). The 1874 stone-and-
cedar Jowell House, originally near Palo Pinto,
was built to withstand Indian attacks; rifle slits
above the main door were cut on an angle so
that arrows couldn't penetrate. Ironically, by the

time the home was completed, most of the
Indians in the area had been sent to reserva-
tions. The West Texas Historical Association
recently named the book the Best Book on
West Texas History. To order ($39, plus tax and

Don't just bring back memories.
Bring back some rewards.

JA
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Stay and earn with
the Choice Privileges*
and EA$Y CHOICE
reward programs.
There's a lot to see and do in the Lone
Star State. That's why with 8 brands and
more than 200 Choice hotels across the
great state, you'll have everything you
need to experience our unique culture.
Plus, you'll earn nights or flights with
our Choice Privileges and EA$Y CHOICE
reward programs. Call today and ask for

the Texas Highways Rate to save 10%
or for information, visit us online.

Call 866.228.5160 and ask
for the Texas Highways Rate

to save 10%.

choicetexas.com

We'll see you there.
CHOICE HOTELS INTERN ATIONAL®

Advance reservations required. Subject to availability. Offer cannot be combined with any other discount or offer. Rate not available online. Offer only valid at participating hotels throughout the state of Texas. Offer valid
through 12/30/05. Choice Privileges: Earn points or miles/credits when paying qualifying rates at any Comfort Inn' Comfort Suites* Quality' Sleep Inn' Clarion' or MainStay Suites' hotel in the U.S. All program rules
and conditions apply. For complete details and participating airlines visit choiceprivileges.com or see the Choice Privileges Membership Guide. EASY CHOICE: Earn stamps or miles/credits when paying qualifying rates
at Econo Lodge' and Rodeway Inn' hotels in the U.S. All program rules and program conditions apply. For complete details and participating airlines, visit easychoiceonline.com or see the EASY CHOICE stamp card.02004 Choice Hotels International, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Be Cool
IN BALMY HOUSTON, KNOWN IN SOME
circles as the "air conditioning capital of the
world," summertime goes hand-in-hand with
air conditioning. But of course, this wasn't al-
ways so. At the Heritage Society Museum,
home of nine historic structures at the city's
downtown Sam Houston Park, a new exhibition

called Beating the Heat: Staying Cool Through-
out the Years (June 7-August 28) highlights the role

of the fan in America's quest to beat the heat and

humidity. Almost 50 fans from the 1870s through the
1930s will be on display, including an 1876 spring-
driven fan used to shoo flies away from the table. Call

713/655-1912; www.heritagesociety.org.

This Lake Breeze fan (ca. 1917) ran on the hot air created by the
flame of a kerosene lamp.

COURTESY HERITAGE SOCIETY MUSEUM



shipping), call 806/742-2497, or go to www.
cogdellsgeneralstore.com. For more information
about the National Ranching Heritage Center,
call 806/742-0498.

TEXAS GROWS UP
THROUGH JUNE 26, THE AMON CARTER
Museum in Fort Worth presents Becoming
Texas Today, a collection of some 40 photo-
graphs that reflect a century of change in the
Lone Star State. Arranged chronologically, the
exhibition begins with the romantic era of the
open plains, as seen through the lenses of cow-
boy photographers Frank Reeves (1885-1975)
and Erwin E. Smith (1886-1947). Their images
of such ranch activities as cutting, branding,
and bronc-busting helped keep the cowboy
legend alive in an era that quickly saw in-
creasing urbanization.

Following World War II, New Deal photograph-
ic editor Roy Stryker (1893-1975), who once
said that he sought photographers with an

AMONG CARTER MUSEUM, FORT WORTH

"insa-iable curio-
sity, the kind that
can get to the
core of an assign-
ment, the kind that
can comprehend
what a truck driver,
or a farmer, or a
driller. or a house-
wife thinks and
feels and trans-
late those thoughts
and feelings into
pictures that can
be similarly com-
prehended by any-
one," hired on-
despi-e initial mis-
givings-with Stan-
dard Oil to help put

'I
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Esther Bubley (1921-199) photographed oiotel m iousion foir Standara Odi
in 1945.

a human face on the o I industry. The photog-
raphers he brought to the project-Esther
Bubley, Harold Corsini, Russell Lee, and others-
traveled to such Texas -owns as Andrews and
Tomball, where they captured facets of the busi-
ness ranging from the oil field to the mobile-
home park.

The exhibit concludes with a portfolio of
images focusing on modern-day Texas' glittering
cityscapes, replete with glass and concrete.
What makes Texas today? Let these images
show you what a profoundly complicated ques-
tion that is. Call 817/738-1933; www.carter
museum.org.

- ;
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IIIgll1p I
610 Main Orange, TX

P.O. Drawer 909
Orange, TX 77631-0909

409.883.0871
www.whstarkhouse.org

Tuesday-Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Reservations Requested

Admission $2.00
Closed Major Holidays

Admission limited to adults and
children age 12 and over.

Stairs are an essential part of the tour.

12 TEXAS HIGHWAYS June 2005



SPRING
INTO

ACTION!

VYES! Start My Subscription-12 Full Months!

Please print

YOUR NAME

Address

City State Zip

Just $19.95 for the first
U.S. subscription, and $17.95

for each additional U.S. order!
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

Illxasd the
rra~e, Dto as

ICuflt Card
Simply drop this card in the mail-we'll bill you later

Magazines will begin arriving within 6-8 weeks of order.
The Texas Highways Travel Discount Card will arrive
6-8 weeks after receipt of payment.

4F5S

THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS

H H G H W AY S

V YES! Start a Subscription-12 Full Months!
Q As a gift Q For myself Q As a gift and for myself

Please print
MY NAME

Address

Great buy! It's lust $1.66 ar isue
when ycu buy a year's subscription to
Texas Ifighways. That's 12 full mon-ths c
the sIte's official travel magazine, plus the
Texas Ifpghays Travel Discount Card, good
for sings across Texas-all for ony $19.95.

Great gift! F.r even greaer savings,
add a stbscript on for afriend, family rre-iber,
or business associate. Addition-l stbscrip-
dions, including the Travel Discount Card, a-e
only $17.95 each.

To order by phone, call

1-800-839-4997
(85C-683-1394 frori outside the -S.)

Mon-Fri 7am-10pm Cerital
Sat 8:30am-5pm Central

Visa - iMasterCard - Discover
- Americar Express

Or visit
www.texashighways.com

City State Zip

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO:
NAME

Address

City State Zip

Simply return this order form in the mail-we'll bill you later
Upon receipt of payment, we'll send a card announcing your gift directly to your recipient.
The Texas Highways Travel Discount Card will arrive 6-8 weeks after receipt of payment.
For fastest service, please call 1-800-839-4997.

THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS

EXAS
H IHG H W AY S

BYES! Start a Subscription-12 Full Months!
Q As a gift Q For myself Q As a gift and for myself

Please print

MY NAME

Address

City State _____Zip

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO:
NAME

Address

City State Zip

Simply return this order form in the mail-we'll bill you later
Upon receipt of payment, we'll send a card announcing your gift directly to your recipient.
The Texs Highways Travel Discount Card will arrive 6-8 weeks after receipt of payment.
For fastest service, please call 1-800-839-4997.

Just $19.95 for the first
U.S. subscription, and $17.95

for each additional U.S. order:!
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

TeC Ie the

ac

ravei Os fl sar

4F5S

THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS

X S
H I G H W A Y S

Just $19.95 for the first
U.S. subscription, and $17.95

for each additional U.S. order!
(Interational subscriptions are $29.95.)

lraeilides the
lSCn10 Card

4F5S

s
Obk

faO

s

ss a O

a.

J'

a.



I I

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 623 AUSTIN, TX

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

TE XAS
H I G H W A Y S

PO BOX 51564
BOULDER CO 80323-1564

I I..I.II....l.I~..II..IIiI.It.Il...I..II..I~

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY

IF MAILED
IN THE

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 623 AUSTIN, TX

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

TE XAS
H I G H W A Y S

PO BOX 51564
BOULDER CO 80323-1564

I I..II.....II...I.I..II....II.I.I..II...I..II..I.

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY

IF MAILED
IN THE

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 623 AUSTIN, TX

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

TE XAS
H I G H W A Y S

PO BOX 51564
BOULDER CO 80323-1564

II NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY

IF MAILED
IN THE

UNITED STATES

4

M

4

I

4

I

1

11..1.11.....11...|.1..11....11.1.1..ll...l..II..l.I



CONCERTS AL FRESCO
WHEN THE GREAT OUTDOORS AND MUSIC
marry, it's generally a match well made. Take, for
example, the 15th annual Concerts in The Gar-
den Summer Music Festival in Fort Worth (June
3-July 4), which offers 17 nights of outdoor con-
certs at the lovely Fort Worth Botanic Garden.
With music by the Fort Worth Symphony, the
concerts feature everything from Beethoven, Big
Bands, and the Beatles, and conclude with a
fireworks show. Tables, light fare, and beverages
are available on site, or you can bring a picnic
and a blanket for an evening under the stars.
Call 817/665-6000; www.fwsymphony.org.

ALL ABOARD!
TRAIN FANS, MAKE TRACKS TO BURNET
June 25-26 for the sixth annual Texas Hill
Country Railfair & Festival, where railroad fever
is contagious. You can even arrive at the festival
grounds by train via the Austin Steam Train
Association's Hill Country Flyer, which runs
between Cedar Park and Burnet, or via the
twice-daily Bertram Local, which makes the
shorter round trip between Burnet and Bertram.

The event features displays of railroad cars,
model-railroad layouts in various scales, and rail
memorabilia, as well as arts and crafts and kids'
activities. If you're hoping to add to your own
collection of railroad ephemera, a vendor show
of art, memorabilia, and model-railroad equip-
ment can help set you on the right track.You can
even take a ride on a railroad motorcar (also
known as a railcar, speeder, jigger, or putt-putt)
when the trains are not in the Burnet station.
Call 512/477-8468; www.austinsteamtrain.org
(for train information) or 512/756-4297; www.
burnetchamber.org (for festival details).

ART AND THE CITY
IN THE SHADOWS OF DALLAS' SKYSCRAP-
ers and office complexes, the Dallas Arts Dis-
trict-home to the Dallas Museum of Art, the
Crow Collection of Asian Art, the Nasher Sculp-
ture Center, and other attractions-has made a
name for itself in the Metroplex art scene. On
June 10-12, the 2nd Annual CityArts Celebra-
tion takes to the streets with even more entice-
ments for the artistically inclined. More than 75
artists will display their works, local chefs will
share secrets in a free demonstration-and-sam-
pling area, and numerous cultural groups will
present dances, songs, music, literary readings,
and theater performances. The Arts District's
major museums will showcase special programs
and activities related to modern art, Asian art,
and sculpture. And the festival doesn't neglect

the kiddos: Crafts activities for children, as well
as games and storytelling, help make this an
event for the whole family. Call 214/571-1069;
www.dallascityarts.com.

DOWN ON THE FARM
THE HILL COUNTRY'S WILDFLOWERS PUT
on a spectacular show this spring, and if you had
the good fortune to observe their beauty first-
hand, you might have pondered what life was
like for the pioneers who settled in Texas before
the days of roadside barbecue joints and black-
top highways. At Sauer-Beckmann Living History

Farm, you can find out. The farm, which is lo-
cated at Lyndon B. Johnson State Park and
Historic Site in Stonewall, sheds light year round
on the experiences of German immigrants to
Texas during the early 19th Century. The farm
observes its 30th anniversary June 17-18 with a
celebration that includes blacksmithing, quilt-
ing, and ropemaking demonstrations, as well as
music, games, and other entertainment typical
of the era. Call 888/997-3600; www.tpwd.
state.tx.us/park/ lbj.

ii 'L

June 2005 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 13

c Fr 4

PADRE ANDM NGISLANDS
Old~fd2S

L

Y

40



Sreh Fruit

Juicy News
NOW THAT SUMMER'S RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER, THE

shelves of grocery stores, farmer's markets, and roadside
stands fairly groan with the weight of June's juicy produce.

Think luscious tomatoes, fragrant melons, sweet berries,

ambrosial peaches... and that's just for starters. Read on
for information about statewide pick-your-own farms, fes-
tivals galore, and even a recipe to get your mouth watering.

[1x00[1 [11(010

THE FRUIT 411
IF YOU'D LIKE TO KNOW WHERE TO PICK
your own fruit, how to choose and store produce,
how to find the closest farmer's market, or what's
ripe in any particular month, log on to the Texas
Department of Agriculture's Pick Texas Web site,
www.agr.state.tx.us/picktexas. Here, you'll find
a veritable bounty of produce information.

Particularly useful is the county map showing
pick-your-own farms, roadside stands, and on-
the-farm stand locations throughout the state;

simp y click on your ,, ~ 1;

county, and voila-the V v i d such [ll

site delivers the names of the farms, addresses,
hours they're open, and phone numbers. All you
need to get pickin' is a hat, gloves, and basket.

The recipe section, which includes instruc-
:ions for making such delicacies as cantaloupe
sorbet, peach salsa, and peach-berry smooth-
es, nvites readers to get acquainted with the

more than 45 commercial fruit and vegetable
crops raised in Texas. So dig in while the gettin's

: iKtted States grove,

good, and look forward to more delicious Texas
fruits and veggies in the months to come.

Peach Ice Cream
This fruity summertime concoction hails from
the peach pros at the Hill Country Fruit Council.
For a lighter dessert, you can substitute whole
or 2% milk for the whipping cream.

1 qt. milk, plus 1 cup

1 can sweetened condensed milk

1 can evaporated milk

1 pint whipping cream

1 c. sugar

3 T. vanilla

3 c. mashed peaches, mixed with
3/4 c. sugar and juice of 1 lemon

Combine first 6 ingredients, and freeze to a soft
consistency in an electric or hand-turned freez-
er. Add peach mixture and freeze a bit longer.
Enjoy!

IT'S A PEACH OF A JAMBOREE
IN STONEWALL, RESIDENTS AND VISITORS
alike know how to pay proper respect to the
peach. After all, dozens of Gillespie County farm-
ers make their living growing the fuzzy fruits,
and the peaches here are widely regarded as
some of the juiciest and sweetest in the Unit-
ed States. On June 17-18, the 44th Annual
Stonewall Peach JAMboree and Rodeo heralds
the beginnings of peach season in this part
of the Hill Country. (Generally, peaches begin
to ripen here mid-May, and continue through
early August.)

The event kicks off early Friday morning with a
breakfast at the Stonewall Fire Station, followed
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by a rodeo and dance that evening. Don your
best Western duds, and save your energy for
some full-throated hollerin' at the rodeo (Friday
and Saturday night at 8 p.m.), which features
bareback riding, calf roping, team roping, bull
riding, and barrel racing, along with a kids' calf
scramble and a clown act.

Saturday's festivities include a peach parade,
a baking and preserve contest, a peach show, a
washer-pitching tournament, the Peach Queen
Pageant, and continuous live music and other
entertainment.

Be sure to stop by one of the region's many
peach orchards on your way home. To find one,
log on to www.texaspeaches.com, the Web site
of the Hill Country Fruit Council. The site lists
information on almost 30 farms in the area, all
of which offer fresh peaches and other produce;
some even feature ice cream, candy, cut flowers,
and baked goods. Happy peach-hunting!

For details about the Peach JAMboree and
Rodeo, call 830/644-2735; www.stonewall
texas.com.

BERRY, BERRY DELICIOUS
IF YOU'RE A FAN OF BLUEBERRY PANCAKES,
blueberry smoothies, blueberry anything really,

head to the East Texas town of Nacogdoches
June 10-11 to help celebrate the annual Texas
Blueberry Festival. And, befitting a town that
offers much to do year round, Nacogdoches'
blueberry fete celebrates much more than the
tasty antioxidant champion.

Music, for example: On Friday evening, the
event gets swinging with a live performance
by country crooner Ty England, who performed
alongside Garth Brooks for several years be-
fore launching his solo career. On Saturday
night, the spotlight focuses on rhythm-and-
blues, with a concert by throaty-voiced blues
devotee Alan Haynes, who has made music
with such legends as Stevie Ray Vaughan,
Bonnie Raitt, John Lee Hooker, Albert Collins,
and Johnny Winter.

Saturday kicks off with a blueberry pancake
breakfast, after which festival-goers can embark
on tours of area farms, visit nearby butterfly
habitats, and enjoy a classic-car show. Top off
those adventures with continuous music on two
stages, a pet parade, costume contest, pie-
eating contest, derby-car race, and plenty of
fresh blueberries for sale, and you have a tried-
and-true recipe for a good time. Call 888/OLD-
EST-TOWN; www.texasblueberryfestival.com.

YOU SAY TOMATO, I SAY TOMAHTO
NO MATTER HOW YOU SAY IT, TOMATOES
are perhaps the quintessential summer fruit.
That's right; the sine qua non of salsa and BLTs
is botanically classified as a fruit, rather than as
a vegetable. Whatever. Most of us just care about
the taste-sweet, jaunty, and slightly acidic-the
perfect foil for peppery twin slabs of bacon, a
slather of mayonnaise, and a crunchy lettuce
leaf, all lovingly arranged between two slices of
yeasty bread....

The good folks in Jacksonville, which in the first
decades of the 20th Century enjoyed renown as
the "Tomato Capital of the World," share this
devotion to the glorious tomato. And every June
since 1984, they prove it with the Annual Tomato
Festival (June 11 this year). The event pits citizen
against citizen in tests of skills ranging from
tomato pool, tomato golf, tomato tossing, and-
in what is often the moment of truth-the grand
Tomato Eating Contest.

Festival-goers can also enjoy a show of
antique cars and tractors, arts and crafts, a fish-
ing tournament, a street dance, and plenty of
live music. Kids' activities include a moonwalk, a
petting zoo, and pony rides. Call 800/376-2217;
www.jacksonvilletexas.com.
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"THE MOST FUN YOU CAN HAVE IN A DALLAS THEATER"
0""" Q nIwiih Tho~*vn

U ~ ~

SEEKING to live forever and conquer the world, the

sinister Fu Manchu kidnaps a British linguist in Shang-

hai who specializes in ancient Egyptian to translate

the recipe for immortality. Just as Fu finishes drawing

the necessary virgin blood from his own daughter,

Fah-Lo, to complete the now-translated recipe, a

loud "Boo! Hiss!" resonates from the audience, and

Fu Manchu is pummeled with a spray of popcorn.

On a Friday afternoon, however, the stage at Dallas'

Pocket Sandwich Theatre is empty and the atmosphere

eerily quiet compared to the tumultuous weekend per-

formances. Owner Joe Dickinson, whose nameplate at

the box office says "Joe Dickinson: Owne-, Dishwasher,
Janitor"-is a wiry, intelligent, and humorous 73-year-old

who has made a local legend out of his theater.

The Pocket Sandwich Theatre in Dallas presents Zomtie Dearest by Joe
Dickinson and Rodney Dobbs. The cast, from left, includes Daniel Morrow,
Kenneth Sparks, and Lindsay Hand. ALL P110 OS COURTESY RODNEY D

e x P 1
k <

BY JASON GORDON

Twenty-five years ago,
Joe and his partner, Rod-

ney Dobbs, who at the

time were set-builders

for the Dallas Repertory

Theater, had an idea to

open a theater of their

own. Joe had often re-

galed Rodney with tales

of his time as an actor

in Huntsville, Alabama,
* where he starred in

plays like The Drunk-

ard, the classic Ameri-

can melodrama, while

audience members pelt-

ed him with torn, wad-

ded-up napkins.
After what Joe laugh-

ingly terms "careful plan-

OBBS ning and deliberation,

he and Rodney opened the Dallas the-

7F, after in the Greenville Avenue Pocket
S Sandwich Shop in 1980 with Joe's adap-

tation of The Drunkard. Working from

the melodrama form, with its easily iden-

tifiable villains and heroes, the Pocket

Sandwich Theatre has encouraged audi-

' . ence participation since the beginning.

Spectators shout "hooray," "awwww,"

and "boo-hiss" at "appropriate mo-

ments" during each performance, and

throw popcorn at the performers. If a lit-

tle shy at the beginning, most audiences

warm up quickly to the idea of slinging

the popcorn at the actors-and at each
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THE POCKET SANDWICH THEATRE
is at 5400 E. Mockingbird Ln.,
#119, in Dallas (75206). Show-
times: Thu-Sat at 8 (optional dinner
service at 6:30); Sun at 7 (optional dinner
service at 5:30); late-night comedy Fri-Sat at
11:15; musical or comedy acts Mon-Wed at
7:30 or 8, with seating beginning at 6:30
(check ahead for date and time).

Call 214/821-1860 (2-6 daily); www.
pocketsandwich.com. Parking free; wheelchair
accessible.I
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Working from the melodrama form, Pocket Sand-

wich Theatre encourages audience participation.

Spectators shout "hooray," "awwww," and "boo-hiss"

at "appropriate moments," and throw popcorn at

Un a popcorn-strewn stage, from left, Keu OunoCl, Peh

Chris Hauge, and Daniel Morrow star in Joe Dickinson
Holmes-The Melodrama.

other. Unfazed by the abuse, the per-

formers get sweet revenge by making fun

of the audience's more aggressive mem-

bers. By the end of the night, a white

layer of popped kernels covers the floor

-and most everything else.

The Pocket Sandwich Theatre initially

performed early American melodramas,
like Ten Nights in a Bar Room and Side-

the performers.

walks of New York, both

from the 1850s. Hard to

adapt, boring, and long,
these first productions

were simply "an excusein Richards, for people to drink beer
's Sherlock and throw popcorn," says

Joe. He eventually decid-

ed to start adapting works from old

Jack the Ripper legends and English nov-

els such as Dracula and Dr. Jekyll and

Mr. Hyde, and found that audiences ac-

tually started listening.

Joe went on to write his own melo-

dramas, and several cast members de-

cided to try their hand as well, producing

such titles as Fu Manchu, Trailer Trash

Trailer Trash vs. The Monster of Booger Creek, by
Erik Knapp, -eatures, from left, Lori Gilbert, Kevin
Thrasher, Dennis Millegan, and Marci Fermier.

vs. the Monster of Booger Creek, a

Hitchcock sendup titled Notorious

Psycho Birds from the North by North-

west Rear Window, and their latest play,
Babes in Outer Space.

After a decade on Greenville Avenue,
Rodney and Joe decided they needed
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The Village Idiots, the comedy improv trio composed of David Lugo, Andy
Long, and Eric Levy, provide late-night laughs "for mature audiences" at
the theater.

more space, and tl-ey moved the theater

to Mockingbird Lane. Now in its 15th

year there, the 150-seat theater con-

tinues to offer new and entertaining

productions mon:h after month, but

also comes back to

old favorites like
Ebenezer Scrooge,
an adaptation of

Dickens' A Christ-
mas Carol, per-

formed every holi-

day season.

The Pocket Sand-

wich Theatre does

not limit itself to me-

lodramas, however.

Every other show is

a comedy, musical,
or even an occasion-

al drama "thrown

in just to keep us le-

gitimate," says Joe. On nights when a

play isn't scheduled, there is usually a

hilarious local comedy act like Fran-

cine's Mitzvahs, a Jewish-Texan rapper's

comedic romp down memory lane, or

EscO Dallas' PocketSandwich Theatre

WHERE'S LUCY? Lucy (the
"Peanuts" character) joined
the Pocket Sandwich Theatre
in 1986, when a whimsical,
stage manager purchased a
statuette of her for two bits
at a nearby Goodwill Store
(where we buy many of
our props). We spray-
painted her gold and in-
cluded her in the "treasure
trove" for our production of Phantom of the Opera.

Since then, she has been included-somewhere
-on the set of each of our productions. She
has become a tradition-to the extent that our
owners, producers, directors, and actors become
very antsy if she's not on the stage for luck.
Once, when she was inadvertently dropped in a
trash can, all other activity came to a halt while
an intensive search took place.

In 1996, one of our longtime performers, John
Bode, died of AIDS. One of his last requests
was that a portion of his ashes be deposited
in various locations in and about Dallas-places
that he remembered fondly. The Pocket Sand-
wich Theatre was one of them. When trying to
determine a good location for the ashes-one
where John wouldn't be swept out with the pop-
corn-we decided that Lucy was the perfect
answer. That way, he would not only be present,
but could participate in each of our produc-
tions. So, we bored a hole in the base of the
Lucy statuette, and in went John.

So, next time you're here, you can play our little
"Where's Waldo?" (actually, "Where's Lucy?)
game, and see if you can figure out where we've
put Lucy. (Think about John, too, when you spot

her. He'd like that.) -JOE DICKINSON
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Now in its 15th year on
Mockingbird Lane, the 150-seat

theater also offers comedy,

musicals, or even an occasion-

al drama, "thrown in just to

keep us legitimate," says

owner Joe Dickinson.

Dysfunctional Divas, a high-spirited one-

man show about the voices in local come-

dian Steven Jay Crabtree's head.

Though it has been a dinner theater

from the beginning, the theater has

4



',tuW, uiy i meal, beverages, and a lively perform cmc ic casual at-
mosphere of the theater's bar, tables, and booths. Seats are assigned on an
as-you-arrive basis.

improved its menu since Joe's daughter
Shanon took over the kitchen. Patrons
now enjoy a variety of tasty, inexpen-

sive fair, including the original Pock-

et Sandwich, soups, nachos, and a

When in Dallas...
DALLAS OFFERS an eclectic mix of

lodging and dining alternatives.

For an upscale getaway, consider

these options.

Hotel ZaZa sits in Uptown Dallas,
among many of the city's top restaurants,
shops, and museums. Every guest floor
has a butler pantry, and each of the hotel's
146 oversize rooms features large TVs,
CD players, cordless phones, and
high-speed Internet connections. BIG
For cocktails and dining, celebri- Dalla
ty Chef Stephan Pyles developed Ste.
the trendy restaurant Dragonfly, DART
which offers Mediterranean and North
Asian flavors in a tented dining other
area that overlooks the relaxing for m
Urban Oasis poolside retreat. area,

Also in Uptown Dallas is the Hotel
landmark Stoneleigh Hotel, built 8399
in 1923. The hotel offers 153 The
stylish guest rooms and suites. 214/
The Stoneleigh's restaurant, Nine- The
teen Twenty-three, features Con- 1981
tinental cuisine in an Art Deco p.m.-
setting. The Lion's Den is the begin
hotel's cigar bar and lounge,

heave those kernels

Mandarin Chicken

Salad. Desserts and

drinks (just remem-

ber to cover your

glass with a napkin

to avoid having

soggy popcorn in

your beer) are also

available.

The Pocket Sand-

wich Theatre deliv-

ers laughs, fun, and
irreverence in abun-

dance. The food is

pretty darn good,
too. Just watch out
for flying pop-
corn. Or better yet,
yourself.

Writer and aspiring photographer JASON GORDON is
a native of Dallas, where he awaits his next opportu-
nity to travel and learn more about the world. To con-
tact him, visit www.writeretc.com.

where locals and visitors enjoy some of
the best drinks and cigars in Dallas. The
hotel has a fitness center, high-speed wire-
less Internet access, and dual line phones
with data ports.

The Grape, a Lower Greenville restau-
rant, provides a changing array of entries
where diners come to eat in an intimate
environment. Some folks show up just for
the creme brlee. The extensive wine list
offers several selections under $40.

DELIGHTS For general information, contact the
s Convention & Visitors Bureau, 325 North St. Paul,
700 (75201); 214/571-1000; www.dallascvb.com.

's Mockingbird Station (at Mockingbird Lane and
Central Expwy.) serves the Pocket Sandwich Theatre,

area businesses, and SMU. Facilities include ramps
obility-impaired passengers, a drop-off and pick-up
bicycle racks, lockers, and free parking spaces.

ZaZa is at 2332 Leonard St. (75201); 800/597-
www.hotelzaza.com.

toneleigh Hotel is at 2927 Maple Ave. (75201);
871-7111; www.stoneleighhotel.com.

Grape is at 2808 Greenville Ave. (75206); 214/828-
. Hours: Mon-Fri 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Fri-Sat 5:30
11:30 p.m., Sun-Thu 5:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m. Entrees
at about $15-$20.

Noi

SPECIAL ONLINE
TICKET OFFER:

texasfolklifefestival.org

Go to SPECIAL OFFER,
enter promotional code TFF531
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BY HOWARD PEACOCK * PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN DAVENPORT

U few 
min-J ute s agoTI saw the

darndest thing-a seed that makes chil-
dren laugh as soon as they see it. The kids
aptly call it "monkey butt" (use your imag-
ination). This seed-mind you, a single
seed-weighs about 25 pounds. It's a
monster in the plant world.

On view at the San Antonio Botanical
Garden, this one isn't even the world
champion of its kind. The champ weighs
more than 40 pounds, according to
botanist Paul Cox, interim director of
the garden.

The common name for this wondrous
object is coco de mer, which translates as
"coconut of the sea." This baby resembles
a coconut, which is a fruit, but legend says
the tree once lived on the ocean floor. Sci-
entists know the species as Lodoicea mal-
divica, but the whimsical name the chil-
dren give the seed is easier to remember.

.~r I\ I44

4_
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More about this weird plant later. For

now, let me say it's just one of a thousand

wonderful things to see, think about, and

enjoy at the San Antonio Botanical

Garden. If you've never visited this place,
please put it at the top of your Must See
list. And if you've been here before,
another visit will reveal new, fascinating,
freshly beautiful things every time.

You'll come upon nine gardens with

special themes, such as the Old Fashioned

Garden, the Sacred Garden, and Garden
for the Blind. In addition, you'll come
across numerous display gardens, entire
pavilions devoted to exotic plants grow-
ing in climes across the globe, and if you
appreciate architecture, you'll find hand-
hewn log homes from pioneer times to
dazzling futuristic glass pyramids.

Throughout the 33 acres here, you'll

see plazas, fountains, an acequia (or prim-
itive aqueduct), a fragrant wisteria arbor

perfect for wedding pictures, even an over-

-/

look on one of the city's highest points,
from which you can scan the circling hills

and prairies, and peek into the egret
rookeries of the nearby San Antonio Zoo.

The map you receive at the entrance

shows about 40 attractions at the botan-

ical garden. As much as I'd like to write
something about all 40 places, I suggest
that you just come ahead and meander

along the paths, discovering whatever

takes your fancy. But I want to urge you
to see three super places first: Watersaver
Lane, the Texas Native Trail, and the

Conservatory.

WHAT'S IN your
FRONT YARD?

call Watersaver Lane a village because
it's got six attractive mini-cottages
with different looks. Five of them

show you how to save money and have a

very attractive yard as well. One shows
you how a neighbor loses money by
pampering his water-needy grass.

Watersaver Lane and a seven-bed

Watersaver Garden, over by the Conserv-
atory, are the brainchildren of folks at the
botanical garden and the San Antonio
Water System. Their creative partnership
is winning national recognition and will
likely be adapted by other environmental-
ly conscious communities.

Coming from the elegant Sullivan Car-
riage House, where you begin
your tour, the first mini-

Lush tropical plantings create an oasis in the Lucile Halsell Conservatory courtyard (left) at the San
Antonio Botanical Garden. A coral tree (above) brightens the entrance to the elegant Sullivan Car-
riage House. The garden is well known for its plant breeding program, which includes the yellow Africa
hibiscus at right.

NTY
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[CLOCKWISE FROM TOP] The Kumamoto En, an authentic Japanese garden, was a gift from San Antonio's sister city, Kumamoto, Japan. A date palm accents
the Sacred Garden fountain. The acequia walkway leads folks to the East Texas Lake, a feature of the garden's Texas Native Trail.
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cottage you see on Watersaver Lane has a

sign: "Manicured Xeriscape." Don't let

that word put you off, even if you can't

pronounce it. Xeriscape (ZEER-i-scape)

simply means that with a sensible selec-
tion of plants, you can enjoy a yard that
not only looks great but also cuts chunks
out of your water bill. The plants in this

Cottage No. 4 sits in one of almost

everybody's favorites, the English Cottage

gardenscape. There's little grass here to
water and little open space within the

garden, just a skinny path. The plants

tend to crowd each other, but they like it
that way. Perennial and annual flowers

give beauty to the yard and cuttings for

bly young possums, and other small crit-
ters. Berry-producing plants, such as native
haws and yaupon and nursery stock like

nandina rank high in desirability for this

yard. Their red and yellow berries also

brighten wintry days. Don't step on the
caterpillars; they'll soon be butterflies.

Ah-ha! we come now to the Party Place.

I N Y 1 U R S T R E L L of the Texas Native Trail, you've spanned
three of the 10 major vegetation regions in Texas. On a highway map, they're
as far apart as 700 miles or more.

demonstration garden include wax myr-
tle, shrimp plant (the look of the blooms
makes you want to head for the fish mar-

ket), giant liriope, society garlic, and for

your turf, coarse-textured zoysia. The at-
tractive ground cover in the bed is water-

thrifty Asiatic jasmine.

Next door to the "Manicured Xeriscape"

you have a "Traditional" front yard carpet-
ed with St. Augustine grass. Sounds good,
but it may not be so good. St. Augustine
needs deep watering fairly often. Even the
shrubs in many traditional yards need
more water than you may want to buy,
and some big shade trees also gulp water.

Next, step into a front yard of the
Texas Hill Country, which rises north-

west of San Antonio, and take a gander at

a yard and garden where the plants prefer

"sweet" soil loaded with limestone bits,
pieces, and outcroppings. Plants that do
well in the Hill Country appreciate a
good rain every now and then, so they

don't break your water budget.

This yard features mountain laurel, with

spring flowers so fragrant you may want

to stand still for a long minute and exper-

iment with short sniffs and deep breaths;
fountain-like Muhly grass; dwarf yaupon
holly; and patches of seasonal wildflow-
ers. You'll also spot red yucca, plus agari-
ta, with berries that make a delicious jelly.

Our mini-cottage here, No. 3, displays

a metal roof and front porch typical of

old-timey Hill Country homes. The two

go together. You sit and rock on your

porch during straight-down showers and
nap off to the drumming of raindrops on

your metal roof.

the home, vegetables for the table, herbs
for flavoring, and other herbs for folk

medicine to treat common complaints.
This ever-popular garden harks back to
the Middle Ages, when small plots of soil
were precious for all citizens but the land-
lusting lords and barons. When all or
most of the flowers are abloom, the
Cottage Garden is a sight to behold and a
perfume to inhale. It's also easy on your
water budget. You can do a lot of eco-
nomical watering by hand here.

Nature-lovers, here's your own special

treat-cottage and yard No. 5, the
Wildscape. The name alone beckons you.
It's all about making a place-a good-
looking place-for wildlife. The main pur-

pose here is to provide food, shelter, and
water for birds, butterflies, lizards, possi-

It invites outdoor entertaining. The Med-

iterranean feel here showcases colorful
arid-country plants beside a fountain of
recirculating water. Cacti and other succu-
lents in colorful pots on the patio comple-
ment carefully-placed plants in the ground.
This homescape makes many an io0d! day.

TEXAS NATIVE TRAILThe Texas Native Trail winds

around three examples of the
state's 10 ecological regions, and

also leads to three charming dwellings
from olden times. When you leave
Watersaver Lane, take the path to the

Auld House, a cabin built with pinon logs
in the 1880s near Leakey and the Frio
River. Now it's been fixed up to serve as
a conference room.

MOoy INTERESANTE
N E R E A S O N for the San Antonio Botanical Garden's high national
stature is the work of Dr. (he prefers "Mister") Ying Doon Moy, a distinguished
research geneticist who was persecuted in his native China by the Cultural

Revolution in the 1960s. After being stripped of his university position and forced
into hard labor, he found a way to flee to America with his family. Following a stay in
Chicago, he came to San Antonio and in 1980 began working at the botanical gar-

den. He has developed more than 150 new kinds of fruits, vegetables, and flowers, according
to botanist Paul Cox. The list includes roses, gingers, hibiscus, watermelons, pineapples, litchi
nuts, citrus fruits, and papayas.

Developed here, his hybrid papayas became the botanical garden's "signature plant." Some
fruits weigh 25 pounds, and his papaya trees have produced up to 235 pounds of papayas in
one season. That's a heap of digestive enzymes in umpteen delicious morsels.

Dr. Jerry Parsons of the Texas Agricultural Extension Service, a well-known radio personality
for his gardening expertise, particularly admired a hibiscus cross that Mr. Moy developed.
Dr. Parsons opined that it was "the largest open-faced flower in the world;' and gave it a
name: "Moy Grande." -HOWARD PEACOCK
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A kapok tree (above, left) leads to the entrance of the conservatory's Fern Grotto. Watersaver Lane, a collaborative effort
and the San Antonio Waler System, features six creative gardenscapes, including the English Cottage (above, right).

between the botanical garden

A path from the Auld House winds

northwest to the Schumacher House, built

in 1849 in Fredericksburg and recently

undergoing restoration.

Typical Hill Country plants thrive in a

large field adjoining the Schumacher

House. Trees you'll see include Uvalde

maples, live oaks, junipers, Spanish oaks,
mountain laurels, and sycamores. Spring

brings a fabulous wildflower display.

Nearby, your path takes you to the

East Texas Lake, a one-acre pond that

reflects tall bald cypresses, tupelos, vari-

ous species of pines, cherry laurels, and

other denizens of the deep woods and

wetlands of East Texas. Some of the trees

and shrubs you see here, as elsewhere on

the trail, were grown and contributed by

the late, legendary Lynn Lowery, an

expert on the botany of Texas and most

of northern Mexico.

On a rise overlooking the lake, an East

Texas Log Cabin has become a favorite of

visitors strolling th-- Texas Native Trail.

Built in the 1860s in the La Grange area,
it was taken down and reassembled in

this spot, setting up the prettiest possible

view of the lake. Paul Cox says there are

times when close to 170 ducks are pad-

dlin' and flappin' on the water.

How would you spend time here? I'd

spend most of the fair days and lightning-

bug nights on the front porch, just a'set-

tin' and a'rockin'. Like many of you, I'm

a porch lover from way back, and this is

one of the most appealing porches I've

seen in a long time.

Birdwatchers especially appreciate the

lake and, for that matter, the whole Texas

Native Trail. Water and native plant species

attract resident and migrating birds.

"I've recorded over 135 species here," says

Dr. Greg Lisciandro, a San Antonio vet-

erinarian who leads birdwatching groups

for the San Antonio Audubon Society

on most Saturday mornings. Among the

prize species Greg has tallied are 18 kinds

of warblers, seven types of vireos, and

three sorts of orioles. Rare y-seen species on

local lists include the long-eared owl, Ameri-

can woodcock, and red-naped woodpecker.

"If you're lucky," Greg says, "you might

see a red-shouldered hawk splash into

the shallows of the lake and snatch a

bullfrog for breakfast." Yep, everybody's

lucky, except the frog.

From the luxuriant growth of the

East Texas section and the distinctive

plants of the Hill Country, you take the

path to the seemingly sparse and subtle

environment of South Texas. This is the

home of mesquite, huisache, sotol, and

Spanish dagger... of Texas ebony, dwarf

screw bean, anacahuite, Texas silverleaf,
and one kind of cactus after another.

At the Adobe Dwelling you see on your

map, you can stop to get a sampling of

different ways folks made use of the mea-

ger materials at hand.

In your stroll of the Texas Native Trail,
you've spanned three of the 10 major vege-

tation regions in Texas. On a highway map,
they're as far apart as 700 miles or more.

THE CONSERVATORYT he finale of my personal Big Three

is the Lucile Halsell Conservatory,
those futuristic buildings that dom-

inate the southeast corner of the botanical

garden. Five structures in all, they house

examples from the earth's major plant

communities.

An Argertine-born American architect,
Emilio Ambasz, designed this spec-acular
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environment, which surrounds a lushly

groomed courtyard. The design won

awards even before the groundbreaking.

The Exhibit Room features flashy

bromeliads and exquisite orchids. The

room includes other epiphytes-plants that

like to stake out their homes on other
plants. Epiphytes aren't parasites-they get

their nutrients and moisture from the air.

In the Robert Kleberg Desert Room,
exhibits compare rugged plants from the
arid lands of Mexico and South Africa,
thousands of ocean miles apart, and
explain how various parts of desert plants

perform complex functions to survive
in harsh conditions.

The Gretchen Northrup Tropical Conserv-
atory features plants of the tropical rainfor-

est, home to about half the world's species

of plants and animals. Many of these cru-
cial environments, which supply much of
the world's oxygen, are now being de-
stroyed for their timber.

In the Palm and Cycad Pavilion, various
species of palms, including the queen
sago and the old man palm, with a beard-
covered trunk, display their impressive
forms and fronds. Scientists have identi-
fied about 2,800 species of palms found
in the warmer parts of the earth. Look

for the Moses-in-the-cradle and the car-
nauba palm, which produces the wax
that shines up our cars.

Lastly, the fabulous Fern Grotto. Ferns
lived on Earth as far back as 390 million
years. We expect to see them living in hot,
humid spots. Indeed they do, but some
species-and there are now 10,000
species known to science-"make do" in
the freezing Arctic. In this grotto, you're
apt to discover dozens of ferns you've
never seen before.

THE WATER SAVER
GARDEN

As you leave the Conservatory steps,
you'll be facing the Watersaver
Garden, the companion piece to

Watersaver Lane, where we saw the mini-
cottages and learned about yards. Seven
beds demonstrate the seven cardinal fac-
tors of attractive, practical, penny-pinch-

ing gardens: Planting and Design, Main-
tenance, Plant Selection, Turf, Soil Im-

provement, Mulch, and Irrigation. It's all

"Show and Tell"-the signs tell and

the gardens show.

On your stroll back to the Carriage

House and exit, I suggest a route through
Fountain Plaza, down to the Garden for

the Blind. In a few minutes there, you'll
have a dozen pleasant surprises. You'll
use your powers of smell, taste, touch,
and hearing, and the instructional signs
open up a new appreciation of all manner
of plants. The signs, of course, use Braille
as well as English.

From the Formal Garden and its pic-
ture-postcard flower beds, take the path
to the Carriage House. For your gift and
souvenir list, check the super-stocked gift
shop there, then enjoy a tasty lunch at the
restaurant.

Besides being a living museum of plant
life around the earth, the botanical gar-
den is also a living laboratory, classroom,
and refuge for threatened species of
native plants. Its efforts even include can-
cer research in cooperation with San
Antonio oncological scientists that cen-
ters on a plant called the bat flower.
Scores of special and year-round activities
enliven the annual calendar of garden
events-from a congregation of 50 dino-
saurs that once roamed Texas to Tai Chi
classes, from "Concerts Under the Stars"
to summer camps for homeless children,
from all kinds of gardening workshops to
old-fashioned Family Days.

I promised more facts about our mon-
key butt palm. Dr. Kelly Lyon, botanist
on the faculty at Trinity University, says

this plant might take a full century to pro-

duce a flower, but with luck, maybe only
25 years. The flower will probably be
pollinated by flies and other small winged
critters that collect the pollen on male
trees and carry it to female trees for ferti-
lization. Thus, a new generation begins.
Unlike trees that have both male and
female parts in their flowers, monkey
butt trees have only one gender. Cross
your fingers that neighboring male and
female trees of this interesting species
flower at the same time. If they bloom
100 years apart, even 25, that's too long.

The big seed in the Palm Pavilion is
about eight years old, Paul Cox says. It's
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THE GARDEN is at 555 Funston St. in San
Antonio, approximately 3 miles north of
downtown. City bus #7 (the Sightseer Special)
travels downtown and to the garden, and
also to several other top attractions in the
city. Call 210/207-3255; www.sabot.org.

Hours: Daily 9-5; closed Christmas and
New Year's days. Admission: $6, $3 ages
3-13, $4 age 65 and older, military, and
students with ID. Group rates available. For
guided tours, call 210/207-3276. Wheel-
chair accessible.

In the Carriage House, where visitors enter
and exit, Garden Gate Gift Shop offers a
selection of cards, gifts, and souvenirs. The
Carriage House Kitchen, open Tue-Sun 11-2,
features Chef Ed Vervais' quiches, salads,
sandwiches, and outrageously rich desserts.

A broad array of special events and pro-
grams fill the Garden's monthly calendar.
Many activities are free with admission. A
few, such as iViva Botanica! in May and
Gardens by Moonlight in Sep., require tickets.
Admission fees apply.

already sprouting a tree several feet tall.

With that kind of vigor, it might flower in
16 or 17 more years. Don't wait that long
for another visit to the San Antonio
Botanical Garden. Come, and keep com-
ing. No telling what might show up or
happen next around here. *

HOWARD PEACOCK has written stories for
Texas Highways for about 25 years. For this
story, he credits research assistance and inspira-
tion from Maureen "Moo" Turner, Paul Cox,
Candace Andrews, and Claire Alexander-the
latter three being SABG leaders.

San Antonio Express-News staff photographer
JOHN DAVENPORT is a frequent contributor
to Texas Highways.
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ON VESSELS ACROSS TEXAS,

YOU CAN LEAVE THE "DRIVING" TO SOMEONE ELSE

BY ANN GALLAWAY - PHOTOGRAPHS BY ROBERT MIHOVIL

I had to chuckle at myself and at the
Houston Chronicle headline the cloudy day I left
Austin for the coast: "Chance of Rain." Barring life on, say, the Sahara,
isn't there always a chance of rain? But my purpose was to take boat rides,

and it reminded me that veteran boaters instinctively keep an eye on the

weather, at all times. I had been so busy making arrangements, I forgot the

basic nautical caveat: "weather permitting." Oops. As it turned out, the

weather proved gorgeous for all of my cruisings. Still, it's best to call

ahead-and to keep checking the weather reports.

n

DAVID LAWRENCE

With lots of lakes, a raft of rivers,

and our great Gulf coastline, Texas

offers hundreds of ways to get on the

water. I had decided to shoot for a

variety of vessels (but none self-

propelled). All the boats had to be

open to the public, operating on

fairly protected waterways, and,

preferably, in business year round

(weather permitting...). I discovered

an astonishing barge, several pad-

dlewheelers, a 50-year-old free tour

of the Houston Ship Channel, and

even gondolas. From romantic to

informative to historical, here are

10 vessels I enjoyed (with others list-

ed at the end).

June 2005 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 27

L

r

" 'Y Iq:yA

x 
r

}

I

z4

-. ewzrm+c^

I

i
E

1

h

P

n r

e'

Y

.
l 1

1

t 

Ab"
,Al



!i1Iji

Vin , ~ - ae:b
r, V .- ,- 7

3~

4-

t 1r-f ~3lI

..- t r<- rrM 4 c T .r y .,, " '. b r r s I

4.d'4

ovh .a slppi shipyard to Lake
Conroe, where she was reassembled and launched. She now sails from Del Lago Resort.
After dinner aboard, Les le and Gary Moynihan, Ramoni and Walter Lindsey, and Keith
and Kay Williams go romilng with a aino arne (using play money).

CADDO MYSTIQUE

- 5]or much of my trip to East Texas,

light fog blareted the countryside,
and dogwood blooms peeped from

forest depths like delicate wood sprites.

Massive stands of twilight-lilac wisteria

vined high and low in roadside trees. Even

when the sun appeared, edges remained

softened and blurred. It all seemed appro-

priate for a visit to Caddo Lake, so often

called mysterious, even mystical, near a

town called Uncertain, and for a ride on a

boat named the Graceful Ghost.

The omnipresent cypress trees that line

the lakeshore and grow everywhere in

the lake waters hasn't yet leafed out. As

we backed from the dock, their looming,
grayish presences, and the gray Spanish

moss that drips from their every branch,
explained Stephenville resident Mary

Batchelor's spontaneous remark: "I feel like

the monster from Big Boggy may appear."

Since 1994, captains (and husband and

wife) Lexie Palmore and Jim McMillen

have conducted tours of Texas'

largest natural lake or their

authentically replicated 19th-

Century steamboat. During the narrated,
hour-and-a-half jaunt, the Graceful Ghost's

two steam pipes chuff and huff alternate-

ly every second or two, an oddly soothing

sound, like the exertions of some friendly

beast. Astern, the work-ng paddlewheel

shushes quietly in the water. Whole cata-

logs of historical sounds are lost as tech-

nology changes, but aboard this vessel,
and in this setting, it is easy to imagine

you have traveled far back in time.

Lexie started off at the wheel, relating

lake and steamboat history and describ-

ing plants and wildlife as we spotted

them: a beaver lodge here, a great blue

heron soaring there, early-spring lily pads

doubling in number by the day. A small

alligator got everyone momentarily ex-

cited-especially four-year-old William

Plunkett of Longview, wearing an alliga-

tor T-shirt. Later, Jim came atop as pilot,

and Lexie :ook his place below to feed the

wood intc the boiler.

Jim, a shipwright and former U.S. Navy

officer, has built and piloted boats of var-

ious sizes. Lexie's first river job was as a

maid aboard the famous Delta Queen.

After a two-year course, she piloted the

Delta Queen and other notable riverboats.

(She is the only woman in the country

with an Unlimited Inland Master's Li-

cense and First Class Pilot's License on the

Mississippi.) But she had always wanted

her own boat and eventually found an

interested builder near Conroe. The

Graceful Ghost's passengers come from

so many different countries that "I need a

globe to find them," says Lexie.

Toward the end of our tour of some of

Caddo's 40 miles of channels and 30,000

acres, Jim announced he would blow the

steam whistle. Suddenly, a rich, deep-
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throated, reverberating moan roared from

the black pipe above us, filling the air and

sky, then echoing back as trees and water

returned it to us. The sound was surely

audible for half a mile or more. It lasted

only seconds, but in those few instants, I

became a river-town dweller of the 1800s,

lifting my head at the sound, yelling

"Steamboat's coming!" and hurrying

down to the dock. The sound is that

evocative, and utterly thrilling. Lexie and

Jim did indeed take me back in time.

VICTORIAN'S SECRET
oyalty she may be, but the

Southern Empress doffs her tiara

and lets down her regal mane at

the drop of an anchor. During dinner, she

minds her manners, but when it's over,
watch out. Beneath that refined Victorian

veneer beats the engine of a party boat.

Plying Lake Conroe's waters since 1983,
the three-decker replica of an 1800s

sternwheeler keeps busy with champagne

brunches, lunch and dinner cruises, casino

and Polynesian nights, and corporate

and holiday events. Every cruise offers a

full meal and live entertainment.

On my Saturday-night cruise in

October, a delicious buffet in the elegant-

ly appointed first-deck dining room

offered chicken fricassee, prime rib, garlic

mashed potatoes, various veggies, and a

dazzling array of desserts (among them,
Key lime, pumpkin, and strawberry pies).

Afterward, beneath a spinning crystal

ball on the second deck, the bars stayed

busy, and cruise director John Seago, dou-

bling as vocalist, belted out Fifites and

Sixties hits that kept the crowd jumping.

"Twist and Shout" prompted some solo

"shakin' it up" by one uninhibited young

man, urged on by an appreciative crowd.

When someone announced a football vic-

tory for A&M-pandemonium!-alums

burst forth with a rousing "Aggie War

Hymn." In a quieter moment, a soulful

rendition of "Rainy Night in Georgia"

gave keyboardist and assistant cruise

director Wayne "General Boogie" Brooks

Janice Wherry of I ongimonL Colorado, eind tiabeth Uisen of Hiouston enjoy an outing on the Texas

Seaport Museum's Seagull li, which acquaints museum visitors with the harbor and Galveston Bay.
In the background is Texas' 1877 Tall Ship, Elissa, moored at the museum.

Suddenly, a rich, deep-throated, rever-
berating moan roared from the black pipe above us, filling

the air and sky, then echoing back as trees and water returned it to us.
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a chance to shine. Wayne, a Palestine

(Texas) native, played on cruise ships for

25 years, then settled in Montgomery

County 10 years ago. "I finally found a

place I liked, so I lit here," he says.

On the top deck, stargazers lit at patio

tables, enjoying an uninterrupted view of

the night sky. As we headed back to the

dock at Del Lago Resort, the sovereign

seemed ready to tuck up her tresses and

play the lady again.

FLIGHT OF THE SEAGULL
alveston's fascinating Texas

Seaport Museum grew up in the

wake, so to speak, of the 1877

Tall Ship Elissa, the museum's largest and

best-known artifact. Rescued from obliv-

ion in Greece and brought to Texas in

1979 for a three-year, $4.5 million

restoration, Elissa stands proud at Pier 21.

Problem is, Elissa sails infrequently,
and only with her volunteer crew and

invited guests. But shouldn't a seaport

museum be able to get people on the sea?

That dream came true in 2002 with the

purchase of the Seagull II, a 50-foot, two-

level, catamaran-style tour boat. Now,
visitors cruise Galveston Bay to watch

dolphins and birds, to see net-draped

shrimp boats in action, and to get

acquainted with the workings of the Gulf

of Mexico's second-largest port (after

Tampa). "Without the port, Galveston is

just a sandbar," says museum director

Kurt Voss, who got his sea legs years ago

helping with Elissa's restoration.

Each year, the museum's longtime com-

mitment to education also brings dozens

of school groups aboard the Seagull II for

floating-classroom, marine-biology tours.
Assisted by trained scientists, the students

bring up specimens from the deep and

examine them using microscopes and a

TV screen.

On my hourlong tour, Captain Blaine

Fortin and deckhand Paris Price pointed

out harbor highlights-among them,
an oil platform filmed for the Bruce

Willis movie Armageddon, oil-rig divers

engaged in underwater maintenance,

the Texas A&M training vessel Texas

Clipper II, just returned from Ireland,
and, farther out, the Bolivar Light-
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the Sprague Theater, named for the largest sternwheeler towboat ever built. Since 1958, the M/V
Sam Houston (below, foreground) has offered free tours of the Houston Ship Channel, the waterway
that made possible the metropolis rising in the background.

house and the sunken

concrete ship Selma. At

the Del Monte dock, a

Costa Rican ship off-

loaded bananas. Tank-

ers from around the

globe kept small-boat

pilots on their toes.

Under a bright sky, we

watched the graceful un-

dulations of Atlantic bot-
tie-nosed dolphins-one

of whom Blaine recog-

nized as Notch, nick-

named for the shark-bitten gouge in its

dorsal fin-and learned that dolphins sleep

underwater, their brains signaling them

when to surface to breathe.

Local lore tells of a container accident

that spilled 20,000 bottles of Chivas Regal

scotch into the channel. Told they couldn't

drink it, workers vowed to clean it up-

one bottle at a time. Good as that might

sound, on this fine day, water and sky, ships

and dolphins, seemed stimulants enough.

BARGING IN
ou've probably heard-perhaps

dreamed-of traveling Europe by

river barge. But did you know you

can travel the Texas coast the same way?

Since 1996, Eddie Conrad's RiverBarge

Excursions have spent part of their annu-

al schedule traversing the 423-mile length

of our Gulf Coast via the inland Intra-

coastal Waterway. In honor of Texas'

favorite pirate, who lived on Galveston

Island from 1816 to 1821, Eddie styles the
trip "The Route of Jean Lafitte."

Early each January, the R/B River Ex-

plorer leaves its home base in New Or-

leans for Galveston and Port Isabel. You

can choose one or more of the weeklong

segments. Stops along the way include

Port Arthur, Corpus Christi, and Aransas

National Wildlife Refuge; bus tours in-

clude visits to the King Ranch and Mata-

moros, Mexico. Prices include everything

except drinks at the bars

and gifts in the gift shop.
"It's possible to travel on

the barge without any

cash, because our prices

cover everything-meals,
tips, tours, and in some cases

even transportation back to

where you boarded," says

Ed Clark, who retired seven

years ago as a policeman in

Monroe, Louisiana. Barge-

master Ed ("I'm like the

hotel general manager")

clearly loves his job-and

why not? What's not to like

about spending January on

the Texas coast, and the rest

of the year on the Missis-

sippi, Illinois, Cumberland, and Ohio rivers?

The barge-actually two barges hooked

together, and as long as two football

fields-is beautifully outfitted, with cozy,
200-square-foot rooms, each overlooking

the water and each with private bath,
turndown service, and even a pair of

binoculars for Texas' excellent birdwatch-

ing opportunities. Guests also enjoy a

library, a large theater (nightly entertain-

ment when in port), several bars, a dining

room with no assigned seating, and good

food. Indulging in the raid-it-anytime

refrigerator and the 24-hour cookie jar

may lead you up top, to the whirlpools,
exercise room, and open-air running track.

And one more bonus: no seasickness!

A passenger capacity of 1 96 feeds the

feeling of real camaraderie, with plenty of

chances to get to know your barge-mates

and the friendly, accommodating staff.

The only "complaint" I heard came from

Rose La Chapelle of Milwaukee, who

exclaimed, "If only I'd known I could

have stayed aboard for another week!"

DESSERT FIRST,
THEN MURDER

t was not a dark and stormy

night-and thank goodness. A

murder-mystery might benefit

from such atmospherics, but please, not

during a boat ride. Luckily, a cool snap

that kept us from dining on the

Granbury Riverboat's open-sided top
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you're having
trouble deciding

between your land legs and
sea legs, make like a duck! An amphibious
Duck Tour makes for great family fun. In
Galveston and Austin, hourlong rides in con-
verted military vehicles-open-air, but cov-
ered-offer short city tours mixing history
and humor, followed by a short plunge into
the water. And you don't even get wet.

Galveston Duck Tours owner/driver Stephan
Sollenberger loads up his World War II DUKW
landing vehicle, the Miss Leslea Ann, across
from the Visitor Center, at 25th and Seawall.
It's a step-on ride (six minimum to run); buy
tickets on board (cash only). On a leisurely
mosey around town, you learn that the
Seawall is one of the world's longest beach-
front promenades, and hear about immi-
grants arriving at Texas' "Little Ellis Island;'
and German subs spotted off the coast in
WWII. Stephan points out historical land-
marks like The Strand (once the "Wall Street
of the South") and the striking Moody Man-
sion, cites local fishing records, and recom-
mends restaurants. Stopped at an intersec-
tion, he quips, "We have a special deal with
the city-we hit all the traffic lights red so
the tour is longer." (To punctuate the jokes,
Stephan quacks like a duck.) During a 15-
minute dip in Offats Bayou, you may spot
the Colonel paddlewheeler, out for a run
from Moody Gardens. Call 409/621-4771.

deck proved the only weather surprise.
Before the whodunit began, we enjoyed

dinner on immaculate white tablecloths in

the lower-deck's enclosed dining room.

Courteous young people from area high

schools and colleges served our tasty beef
tenderloin (or chicken) dinners, topped
off with a scrumptious bread pudding.

This spiffy riverboat, which began
operating on Lake Granbury a year ago,
has room for about 250 folks-small

enough to feel cozy, large enough to
move around on with ease. Our captain,
Kent Walker, "retired" to Granbury

after 26 years of piloting his own live-
aboard fishing boat in Florida. In the

('11E T

pilot house, first mate Stephen Norgaard
kept us on course during the two-and-a-

half-hour jaunt on this Brazos River
impoundment.

After dinner, our versatile servers

donned other hats (literally) to play the
murder-mystery roles, including McElvis,
played by Jon Dees in gold lame. Jon,
fresh from a Best Actor award in Gran-
bury High School's UIL one-act play, was
joined by Prisilly (Malynda Vermilion of
Florida), flouncing about in leopard-skin

jersey, and Michael "Jockson," a.k.a.
Harry Sullivan, moonwalking in black
fedora, leather pants, white glove, and
many chains.

)UAC KIN'
Austin Duck Adventures leave from the Visitor

Center, at 209 E. Sixth Street (reservations

recommended; tickets inside). Our flock in-

cluded folks from Wisconsin, Illinois, New York,
and California. Our driver, Konrad Bouffard,
a history teacher in nearby Round Rock,
passed out yellow quackers to everyone, then
off we went. Konrad pointed out the 90-year-
old Paramount Theatre, the Capitol, the Gov-
ernor's Mansion, the home of Mike Judge
(creator of King of the Hill), and even giant
oaks planted in 1865 to honor Emancipation.
Along the way, jokes (keep those quackers
ready!) and recorded yodels from Austin's
Western Swing legend Don Walser kept things
lively. On Konrad's cue, we quacked at pe-
destrians, golfers, and fellow "Duckers" on Lake
Austin, who, like us, rode in a 1960s British
military transport vehicle. After a 20-minute
"splash;' the return jaunt found us oohing
and ahhing at bluebonnets in full bloom
beside Town Lake's Hike and Bike Trail. Call
512/4-SPLASH; www.austinducks.com.

Tours-owned separately and using differing military
vehicles-get visitors quacking up on land and water.
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Guests receive printed sheets that pair
various clues with particular playing

cards (McElvis=King of Spades, Momma

Gladys=Queen of Hearts). The more you

participate, the more playing cards you
earn, and the more suspects you can elim-

inate. Winners receive a "Super Sleuth"

certificate. The actors might be amateurs,
but they proved themselves true troopers

by braving, not high winds, but the windy
antics of one very noisy table. The young

people took it in stride, and before long,
they had everyone in the aisle, dancing or

doing the limbo.
After the fun, there was still time to

enjoy the stars, which proved bright and
beautiful on a clear April night.

CHANNELING SAM HOUSTON
ince 1958, the 95-foot MN Sam
Houston has offered free tours of

the Houston Ship Channel. The
millionth passenger boarded in 1979, so
the math is easy: Millions have learned

up-close the reason for Houston's exist-
ence and its prominence in world trade.
Without the port-52 miles inland-

Houston wouldn't be, well, Houston.
The mile-and-a-half drive west from

I-45 through a dreary industrial area ends

at pretty Ball Park, where attractive land-
scaping, brick walkways, red-roofed pavil-
ions, benches, and restrooms welcome pas-
sengers waiting to board. As we lined up
to embark, a train whistled in the distance,
and a mockingbird pertly piped us aboard.
(Since 9/11, security rules have tightened;
no standbys allowed; see Essentials.)

Inside, padded sofas, swivel chairs, a

coffee bar, and free soft drinks on the
return leg make for a comfortable ride.

(And yes, the Sam Houston has AC for
the hot months.) To see better, you can
stand outside along the railings. The best
view is from the prow, just below the
Lone Star flag.

The 90-minute tour travels eastward

from the turning basin at Buffalo Bayou's
Constitution Bend; the return trip begins

within sight of a four-foot granite marker
on a grassy slope near where Mexican Gen-
eral Santa Anna was captured after Gen-

eral Sam Houston's history-changing vic-
tory at San Jacinto. Along the way, Captain



Doug Mims, a 17-year Sam Houston

veteran and a former pilot of Galveston's

Colonel paddlewheeler (see Essentials), de-

scribed that day's channel activities. Tank-

ers from Russia, Croatia, and Liberia sat

near oil storage tanks, mazes of pipes

and smokestacks, and billowing clouds

of what I hoped was steam. As we passed

a huge grain elevator, Doug told us it can

handle 6 million bushels of grain yearly,
and can load 20,000 bushels per hour.

On the return leg, a recording gave

other impressive port and city statistics.

For example, Houston has more than

three dozen international chambers of

commerce and trade associations; the

port (the world's sixth-largest) services

7,000 ships and 200,000 barges yearly;
and sophisticated technology enables

workers to locate one container among

thousands in seconds.

Some of the 100 passengers on board

with me were as international as the port.

Meghan Lane, an international-student

counselor at the University of Houston,
led a group from Turkey, Mexico, China,
and elsewhere. For Olfa Ben Said, being

on the water made her miss the blue

Mediterranean of her native Tunisia.

True, the channel's not blue, but no one

can deny its staggering importance to

Texas and the world beyond.

THE WOODLANDS BY WATER
hoppers at The Woodlands Mall,
are your dogs dragging? Hop

aboard a water taxi, and give 'em

a rest between sprees at Foley's, Pottery

Barn, and those 200 other enticing shops.

Hungry? At the mall's turning basin,
you're within steps of eight restaurants,
including Brio Tuscan Grille and The

Cheescake Factory. Headed to a concert

at the nearby Cynthia Woods Mitchell

Pavilion, summer home of the Houston

Symphony? Park at the mall, hail a water

taxi, and "park and ride" takes on a

whole new meaning. Just along for the

ride? No problem. The water taxi

"ambassadors" oblige with a narrated

tour that you can pick up at any of the

eight stops. Our obliging ambassador,

Derwood McCorquodale Jr., delighted

four-year-old Brayden Cuthbert of

Mitchell Pavilion. A round-trip, narrated tour takes about an hour. The taxis run 10 a.m.-11 p.m. daily.

Longview by letting him honk the horn at

the stops. The taxis run 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.

daily (later for special events); an all-day

adult ticket costs six dollars.

The air-conditioned, 35-foot boats

have quiet electric motors and can hold

50 passengers. Or birthday celebrants. Or

wedding guests-yes, even rehearsal din-

ners have been held aboard. Kids and

adults alike enjoy the pretty landscaping

and bridges, petite Lake Robbins, ducks

in the water, and taxi windows that

wrap up top-for great views of The

Woodlands' gleaming modernity, in-

cluding the tallest building (Anadarko

Petroleum) between Houston and Dallas.

It all makes for an unusual and conven-

ient way to get around.

VENICE AND VENUS
AT LAS COLINAS
here romance is concerned,
Italy-and Venice in particu-

lar-holds enduring appeal for

those in love or wishing to be. No wonder

then that Irving's two Venetian-inspired

gondolas prove popular with couples. So

popular, in fact, that company president

Greg Mohr claims a 100-percent accept-

ance rate for marriage proposals offered

aboard the cruises of Lake Carolyn and

the Mandalay Canal (also a perfect way to

escape the doghouse, he adds). How to go

wrong with champagne, Godiva choco-

lates, and a singing gondolier?

Gondolier Jason Rasor, a full-time stu-

dent in music therapy at Denton's Texas

Woman's University, told me that singing

talent is a requirement for the job. From

Puccini to Porter (Cole, that is), jazz to

show tunes, Jason will honor your re-

quests in his smooth baritone. Jason has

served as co-conspirator with boyfriends

opting for the message-in-a-bottle offer-

ing-a novel way to propose. (He urged

one soon-to-be-fiancee to fish the bottle

from the water on the pretext of helping

the environment.)

Silent electric motors propel the

Isabella Celeste (canopied, for more pri-

vacy) and the Bellissima (uncanopied, for

a better view of the sky). The Omni

Mandalay Hotel or the nearby Marriott

Las Colinas, both with gondola docks,
will provide anything your hearts desire

in the way of refreshments. If your budg-

et contains more dreams than dollars,
you can bring your own picnic basket

and wine, and a gondolier will help you

set it up. Two leather-covered bench seats

facing each other can accommodate dou-

ble dates or a family of four (six, in a

squeeze), and a sliding table between the

seats holds the food and drink.

The amount of construction around

Lake Carolyn made me think an evening

or weekend cruise might be preferable.

Then again, maybe not. The starry-eyed

couple that debarked in midafternoon

just before I climbed aboard obviously

didn't mind it at all. *

Senior editor ANN GALLAWAY is working on
getting her land legs back.

To see more of Galveston photographer ROBERT
MIHOVIL's images, go to www.mihovil.com.
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essentials CRUISIN' IS AMUSIN'

THERE ARE hundreds of ways to get
on the water in Texas-the following
are only a sampling. All sail-
ings are "weather permitting" h
(though some, like The
Woodlands' water taxis, are GRAN

on very protected
water), and some A

require a minimum num-
ber of passengers to operate. Except
for the water taxis, be sure to call
in advance, especially if you are driv-
ing any distance; it is also advisable
to call on sailing day to verify opera-
tion and weather. Most of the boats
offer private charters. Call or go
online for prices and wheelchair
accessibility. Starred boats (*) are
covered in the story.

AUSTIN Just west of the Hyatt
Regency hotel on Town Lake's south
bank, Capital Cruises has vessels of
various sizes for sightseeing cruises,
lunch and dinner cruises, and bat-
watching tours to view the seasonal
flights of the nation's largest urban
bat colony (the bats depart at twilight
Mar-Oct from beneath the Congress
Ave. Bridge).The company also rents
canoes, kayaks, and two adorable
swan pedal-boats. Call 512/480-
9264; www.capitalcruises.com.

Also west of the Hyatt, the paddle-
wheeler Lone Star Riverboat has
cruised Town Lake since 1978. The
family-owned company offers char-
tered dinner cruises and sightseeing
tours, with sunset bat-watching
jaunts on the smaller, electric Little
Star. Call 512/327-1388; www.
lonestarriverboat.com.

BURNET The Vanishing Texas River
Cruise, departing from Canyon of
the Eagles Resort west of Burnet,
operates year round, offering wild-
flower, autumn-foliage, and sunset
dinner cruises along the Colorado
River canyon. Established in the early
1980s, it has long been known for
its Nov-Mar eagle-watching tours.
Call 800/4-RIVER-4; www.vtrc.com.

GALVESTON Departing from the
Texas Seaport Museum, the Sea-
gull Il (*) offers narrated tours of

Galveston harbor, dolphin tours,
marine biology education tours,
and private charters. Call 409/
765-1700; www.tsm-elissa.com.

IRVING The Colonel paddle-
BURYR N * wheeler docked at
MONTGOMERY THE Moody Gar-
AUSTIN. WOODLANDS

OUST ON ' . A dens, offers
GALVESTON one-hour daytime

PORT jaunts on Offats Bayou,
eISABEL and dinner cruises

(minimum 25) by reservation. Call
409/740-7797 or 888/740-7797;
www.galveston.com/colonel.

GRANBURY The Granbury River-
boat (*) offers breakfast, brunch,
dinner, murder-mystery, moonlight,
and scenic cruises on Lake Gran-
bury. Call 817/279-8687; www.
granburyriverboat.com.

GULF INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY
Barge tours (*) along the Texas Gulf
coast's "Route of Jean Lafitte" (New
Orleans, Galveston, Port Isabel, and
back), offered by RiverBarge Excur-
sions, take place each Jan. (and on
some of the nation's rivers in other
months). The 3-level River Explorer
is wheelchair accessible. If you book
6 months early, you receive $100
worth of "Barge Bucks," good for al-
cohol and gift-shop purchases aboard.
Call 504/365-0022 or 888/462-
2743; www.riverbarge.com.

HOUSTON Operating since 1958,
the M/V Sam Houston (*) offers
free tours of the Houston Ship
Channel Tue-Wed and Fri-Sat at
10:30 and 2:30, Thu and Sun at
2:30 (closed Mon, holidays, and
all of Sep. for maintenance). Note:
The following Port of Houston secu-
rity regulations are in effect: You
must reserve in advance. All pas-
sengers age 18 and older must
show a photo ID to the guard at
Gate 8 on Clinton Dr., and to the
pilot before boarding. If you are not
on the pilot's master list, you will
not be allowed to board. Check the
Web site beforehand for the status
of your tour. Reserve online at www.
portofhouston.com, or call 713/
670-2416 Mon-Thu 8-5.

IRVING/LAS COLINAS Two Venetian-
inspired gondolas (*) sail on Lake
Carolyn and the Mandalay Canal. They
leave from behind the Omni Manda-
lay Hotel, at 357 Westfork St., with
boarding also at the nearby Marriott
Las Colinas. Call 972/506-8037 or
866/4GONDOLA; www.gondola.com.

KEMAH The 28-passenger Captain
Kidd, a replicated 19th-Century top-
sail schooner, offers 2-hour day-sails
and sunset cruises. Call 281/334-
KIDD; http://tropicalexpress.com.

The Boardwalk Beast, a 70-foot
speedboat that zooms around Gal-
veston Bay at 40-45 mph on a
25-minute, high-energy, passenger-
soaking ride, leaves from the K
Boardwalk. Captain Margaret C
dier christened the boat in Apr
2003. Call 281/535-8100; ww,.
boardwalkbeast.com.

MONTGOMERY The 3-decker
Southern Empress (*) paddlewheel-
er, operating from Lake Conroe's Del
Lago Resort, offers breakfast, lunch,
and dinner cruises, casino nights,
dinner theater, and more. Among June
events is a Father's Day Jazz Brunch.
Call 936/588-3000 or 800/324-
2229; www.southernempress.com.

ROCKWALL The Texas Queen, a
double-deck paddlewheeler on Lake
Ray Hubbard, offers public dinner
cruises Fri-Sun, casino and murder-
mystery nights, and jazz and blues
nights. Call 972/771-0039;
www.texasqueenriverboat.com.

SAN ANTONIO Yanaguana Cruises
along the San Antonio River Walk
have long provided an enchanting
way to get your bearings and learn a
bit of Alamo City history in the heart
of downtown. Catered dinner cruises
with live music are popular. Call 210/
244-5700 or 800/417-4139;
www.sarivercruise.com.

SAN MARCOS Though the mer-
maids and swimming pigs are long
gone, you can still ride the glass-
bottomed boats daily on the beauti-
ful, spring-fed lake at Aquarena
Center, now owned and operated as

a nonprofit nature center by Texas
State University. Call 512/245-
7570; www.aquarena.txstate.edu.

SEABROOK In operation since
2002, the Spirit of Texas paddle-
wheeler, moored at Marker 1 Marina
on Clear Lake's north shore, can be
chartered for special events. Three-
hour Caribbean Nites each Wed.
began in Apr. Call 832/864-4000;
www.marker-1.com.

Galvestons splendid Goiu/lui pouduI
wheeler will take part in the October
2006 Tall Stacks festival in Cincinnati.

THE WOODLANDS Water taxis (*)
operate daily 10 a.m.-11 p.m. year
round. A round-trip, narrated tour
takes 45-60 minutes; you can board
or debark at any of 8 stops, includ-
ing one near the Cynthia Woods
Mitchell Pavilion. The taxis can be
chartered for special occasions,
with catering provided or self-ar-
ranged. Call 281/367-1151; www.
watertaxi.com.

UNCERTAIN The Graceful Ghost
(*), an authentic re-creation of a
19th-Century paddlewheel steam-
boat, offers a trip back in time on
primordial Caddo Lake. Call 903/
789-3978, 665-1665, or 888/
325-5459; www.caddolake.com/
steamboat.html.

WACO Spirit of the Rivers paddle-
boat departs daily from the Lake
Brazos Steakhouse for hourlong,
narrated cruises of the Brazos River
(see "Down By the Riverside,' March
2005). Dinner (6:30 p.m.) and cock-
tail cruises (8:30 p.m.) take place
Fri-Sat evenings. Call 254/755-
7797; www.wacoriverboat.com.
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PORTRAIT OF A TEXAS RANCH

PHOTOGRAPHS BY WYMAN MEINZER
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PORTRAIT OF A TEXAS RANCH The Four Sixes is not a relic, showpiece, or preserve.

It's a working cattle ranch, some 290,000 acres of West Texas prairie at D xon .

Creek (northeast of Amarillo, near Borger) and in Guthrie, halfway between

Lubbock and Wichita Falls. Here, folks still earn their livelihoods on horseback,

not out of blind adherence to tradition, but out of necessity. * Since legerdary Texas

- -_ rancher, banker, and oilman Samuel "Burk" Burnett

6 6 6 6 began buying rangeland in King County in the 1890s,

Four Sixes cowhands have relied on methods devel-

oped by early vaqueros and refined on the great trail

drives. Spurs, broad-brimmed hats, and scuffed and patched boots are not -ashion state-

ments, but essentials-as are loyalty, toughness, and resourcefulness, traits still common

to those who work this remote country. * Perhaps, though, the Four Sixes greatest leg-

acy is the land itself. Across four generations here, the commitment to nurture, restore,

and leave a healthy range remains steadfast. That stewardship has produced some of

the richest, most eco ogically diverse grassland found on the Southern Plains today. *

Photographer Wymar Meinzer and writer Henry Chappell's defining study of the Four

Sixes' heart, soul, and heritage illuminates a continuum of classic Texas.

-FROM 6666, PORTRAIT OFA TEXAS RANCH.

200L TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY PRESS, LUBBOCK; 800/832-4042; www.ttup.ttu.edu
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F YOU LOOK VERY CLOSELY at the faded sign painted on the side of the historic Sam

Houston Hotel, you can make out the words, "Room Bath, $2.00-$2.50." How

times, and prices, have changed. In the north end of downtown Houston,

architectural landmarks that have stood vacant for decades have been reborn as

luxury lodgings. In buildings where printing presses rumbled and bank cus-

tomers cashed checks, guests are enjoying fine dining and well-appointed rooms

in the heart of the city's thriving arts and entertainment district. If you haven't vis-

ited for a while, you'll be surprised. While all of these luxury hotels pamper guests

with attentive service, plush linens, and exclusive toiletries, it is history that sets the

properties apart. Space City is rediscovering its roots. Whether spending the night

in a turn-of-the-20th-Century bank building or in a skyscraper from the Roaring '20s,

you'll appreciate the distinctive personalities of Houston's historic downtown hotels.

TH[ LANCASTER
his local institution has maintained

its show business connections since

its 1926 premiere. As the Audito-

rium Hotel, it was a popular stop

for entertainers appearing across the

street at the old City Auditorium and in

vaudeville at the nearby Majestic Theater.

During World War II, Houston Little

Theater operated the Stage Canteen in

the hotel's basement, with volunteers pro-

viding free refreshments and entertain-

ment for servicemen.

A complete renovation in 1984 reduced

the number of rooms and suites from

200 to 93, and mightily upgraded the

amenities found here. Dubbed The Lan-

caster, the building reopened as down-

town Houston's first small luxury hotel.

"The Lancaster isn't just important for

its architecture; it's important because it

proved that small, historic hotels could

succeed downtown," says Ramona Da-

vis, executive director of Greater Hous-

ton Preservation Alliance. "The Lancas-

ter was a pioneering project."

The hotel is still a favorite with per-

Ahhhh. Twenty-three floors above downtown
Houston's Texas Avenue, the Magnolia Hotel's
rooftop pool creates a welcoming oasis. Fresh
flowers perfume the lobby, hallways, and rooms
of the European-style Lancaster Hotel (above).
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W 11, E PRINTING PRESSES ONCE FUMBLED AND BANK CUSTOMERS

CASHED CHECKS, GUESTS NOW ENJOY FINE DINING AND WEL-APPOINTED ROOMS

IN THE HEART OF THE CITY'S THRIVING ADTS AND ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT.

formers and audience members, who ap-
preciate its convenient Theater District
location and understated elegance. Fresh
flowers, European artwork, rich colors,
and dark woods suggest an English coun-

try house. The most traditional of
Houston's small downtown hotels, The
Lancaster set the stage for things to come.

HOTEL ICON
ven if you don't recognize the face
of Hermes/Mercury, the mytho-
logical god of commerce, staring
down from the facade of Hotel

ICON, any doubts about this building's

history will be erased when you see the

35,000-pound vault door behind the reg-
istration desk.

Originally constructed as Union Na-
tional Bank, this 12-story building was
among Houston's tallest when it opened
in 1911. The banking lobby's ornate plas-
ter ornamentation and double rows of
22-foot columns were meant to impress

customers and instill confidence in one of
the city's largest financial institutions,
which boasted more than $1 million in

deposits at the time. In its heyday, the
building attracted prominent tenants,
including Jesse "Mr. Houston" Jones and

Constructed as a bank in 1911, the building that now houses Hotel ICON (top) still boasts an imposing, 35,000-pound vault door behind the registra
tion desk. The modern, serene lobby of the Sam Houston Hotel (above) features a mural of the Battle of San Jacinto.
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MA edla magnate and future Texas guvemlt u ss M 3Ug 0ulL the Pus LupaLci building in i9uz to
house his newspaper and radio station; the building reopened as the Magnolia Hotel in 2003.

a young construction company called

Brown & Root, now part of Halliburton.

Reinvented as the ultra-chic Hotel

ICON in 2004, the building features a
21st-Century interpretation of Victorian

design. That means vibrant red and gold

brocade, massive chandeliers, and elabo-

rate metalwork on a scale suitable for the

former bank. IE the decor is over the top,
so are the indulgences, which include

gourmet dining at chef Jean-George Von-

gerichten's sig-ature restaurant, BANK,

private dining in the wine vault, and

imbibing in The Whiskey, one of Hous-

ton's hottest nightspots.

You can work off those guilty pleas-

ures in the comprehensive fitness center

and full-service spa, or just stay in your

room and soak in the oversize garden tub

while watching the 27-inch flat-screen

TV (there's a sliding panel between the

bedroom and bath). With round-the-

clock room service, there's really no rea-

son to go out.

THE MAGNOLIA-HOUSTON
espite outward appearances, this

23-story skyscraper had humble

beginnings: Humble Oil, that is. In

1926, Humble Oil founder and fu-
ture Texas governor Ross Sterling con-

structed the Post-Dispatch Building to

house his newspaper and radio station.

When the Magnolia opened here in 2003,
the hotel's rooftop pool and fitness center

occupied the space where the antenna for

KPRC radio once stood. "I like to de-

scribe these buildings as Faberg6 eggs,"

says hotel developer Steve Hotze, who

also transformed the 1921 Magnolia Oil

Building, famous for its giant Pegasus

sign, into The Magnolia-Dallas. "They

are beautiful on the outside, but there is a

surprise on the inside."

The surprise inside the Magnolia be-

comes evident as soon as you walk in

the front door. The respectable limestone

LOSE THE CAR KEYS
HE DOWNTOWN HOTELS offer the

unique opportunity of having a car-
free weekend in one of America's most

auto-dependent cities. You can leave your car

in the hotel garage and stroll to restaurants,
nightclubs, Theater District venues, and the
Houston Astros' Minute Maid Park. For guests
who aren't up for the walk, most of the hotels

provide complimentary town-car service
within the central business district. All of the
hotels in this article are on or within walking

distance of METRORail, which provides di-

rect, light-rail access to the Museum District,
Hermann Park, Houston Zoo, Rice University,
Texas Medical Center, and Reliant Stadium.

One-way fare costs $1. Visit www.ridemetro.
org for schedules and route information.

Several of the hotels offer packages with

downtown entertainment or sports venues.

Contact the individual properties for details.

On June 26 at 2 p.m., Greater Houston

Preservation Alliance will offer a guided ar-

chitectural walking tour of the Courthouse

District, which includes some of the hotels in

this article. The 90-minute, exterior-architec-

ture tour begins at 1893 Christ Church Ca-

thedral, 1117 Texas Ave. Cost: $10, $7 stu-
dents. Call 713/216-5000. www.ghpa.org.
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NOT SO-UMBL[E ABODES
I an't picture the kids in a luxu-

ry hotel, but still want to

J enjoy Houston's urban attrac-

tions? The Residence Inn and

Courtyard by Marriott (pictured), in

the historic Humble Building, of-
fer more-affordable alternatives
to the luxury hotels in the north
end of downtown.

Located six blocks south and a world away from Main Street's

nightspots, the Courtyard is in the original 1921 Humble Oil head-

quarters, while the Residence Inn occupies the 1940 addition.

Etched-brass elevator doors and polished rose marble hint at the

building's history, but these thoroughly modern hotels opened in

2003. Although these Marriott properties cater to corporate travelers,

families will appreciate many of the hotels' features, particularly the

Residence Inn's one-bedroom suites, each with a kitchen and a

sleeper sofa in the living room. The third-floor pool lets guests swim

surrounded by skyscrapers. The Humble Building lies on the light-rail

line and across the street from Foley's, Houston's only downtown

department store and an architectural landmark in its own right.

The Residence Inn Houston Downtown is at 904 Dallas (832/366-
1000); the Courtyard Houston Downtown is at 916 Dallas (832/

366-1600). Weekday rates: $149-$189. Weekend rates: $64-

$109. For reservations, call 888/236-2427; http://marriott.com.

exterior gives way to a

distinctive round lobby

with leather-paneled walls

and a massive, ham-

mered-steel fireplace. A

worn wooden table where

guests may pick up the

day's newspapers is the

only artifact remaining

from the Post-Dispatch

press room.

Design for the 314 guest

rooms is sophisticated but

comfortable. For extend- -.

ed stays, the Signature

Suites offer full kitchens ture luxurious to
with separate living rooms towels, soaps, a

and bedrooms. To en-

hance the feeling of a home away from

home, the hotel offers guests complimen-

tary cocktails (or milk and cookies) every

night in the Magnolia Club, which also

hosts the nightly, live-jazz happy hour.

Guests seeking quieter surroundings can

visit the hotel's well-stocked library or

'I'

aiious bathrron
uches like spa-qi
nd shampoos.

The Sam

rooms and

~ ,

quality

no

nin

take a break in the bil-

liard room.

THE SAM
HOUSION OIEL

icknamed "the

Sam," this ho-

tel opened in

1924 and quick-
ly became a favorite

among traveling sales-

men arriving at near-

by Union Station, now

part of the Minute

Maid Park baseball
stadium. Today, the

Sam's acclaimed res-

taurant, 17, reflects the

hotel's railroad heri-

tage: Its unusual name

comes from an old pro-

motional slogan, "Hous-

ton, where 17 rail-

roads meet the sea."

Sam Houston is a

very visible presence

in his namesake hotel.

A sepia-toned mural

of the Battle of San

Jacinto dominates one

side of the lobby. The

ghostlike apparition on

the opposite wall is

actually a projected

image of the Gener-

al's portrait. The origi-

nal painting has hung

in the Harris County

Commissioners Court

since the 1970s, when

the hotel and its con-

tents were seized for

back taxes. The build-

ing stood vacant for

25 years before re-

opening in 2003.
w offers 97 deluxe guest

e luxury suites. Features

such as in-room movie libraries and DVD

players would have seemed like science

fiction to guests in the 1920s, when the

hotel's advertising trumpeted running ice

water and ceiling fans in every room.

Although $2 room rates are a thing of
the past, high-tech amenities and

creature comforts are helping ensure

the future of these architectural treasures.

By reinventing local landmarks, these

hotels are bringing new life to historic

buildings and new excitement to down-

town Houston.*

DAVID BUSH is the programs and information
director for Greater Houston Preservation
Alliance.

J. GRIFFIS SMITH photographed the Old
Settler's Music Festival in the April issue.

CHECK IN TO LUXURY
The Lancaster, 701 Texas Ave. Weekday rates:
$295 and up. Weekend rates: $160 and up.
Call 713/228-9500 or 800/231-0336;
www.lancaster.com.

Hotel ICON, 220 Main. Weekday rates: $295
and up. Weekend rates: $169 and up. Call
713/224-ICON or 800/970-ICON;
www.hotelicon.com.

The Magnolia, 1100 Texas Ave. Weekday
rates: $139 and up. Weekend rates: $99 and
up. Call 713/221-0011 or 888/915-1110;
www.magnoliahotels.com.

The Sam Houston Hotel, 1117 Prairie.
Weekday rates: $305 and up. Weekend rates:
$155 and up. Call 832/200-8800 or
877/348-8800; www.samhoustonhotel.com.

DINING TIPS Although the nightlife is hop-
ping, downtown Houston is still primarily a
business district. On weekends, breakfast
options are very limited outside of the hotels.
Some restaurants open to serve the Theater
District's afternoon-matinee audiences, pro-
viding a broader selection at lunch. Dinner
and late-night dining opportunities abound,
especially on Friday and Saturday evenings.

The Larcaster HUtul s restaurant, Bistro Lan-
caster, specializes in American bistro fare.
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C OWBOYCU LT U'RE

the reins when it comes to its nick-

S T EPH ENVIL LE doesn't pull back B Y K A T H

name: "Cowboy Capital of the PHOTO G

World." That might sound like so KEVIN

much bluster in a state where bragging is something of a blood

sort, and another Texas town, Bandera, the home of numer-

cus dude and guest ranches, adopted the same moniker (and

so did Dodge City, Kansas, and Oakdale, California, for that

matter). So which is the true Cowboy Capital?

RY

RA

STI

N J O N E S It depends on whom you ask and what you

mean by "cowboy." Stephenville backs up its claim
P H S B Y by declaring that Erath County is the home of more
LLMAN

professional cowboys and cowgirls, per square mile,
than anyplace else. Who did the math on this is anybody's guess,
but there's no question that there are lots of cowboys here-

and cowgirls, too. Raising cattle, milking cows, and riding hors-

es are still ways of life in this part of Texas on the edge of the

West. The cowboy culture is the real deal, and it's everywhere.
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STEPHENVILLE, IN ERATH COUNTY, CLAIMS ORE PROFESSIONAL COWBOYS

AND COWGIRLS. PER SQUARE MILE, THAN ANYPLACE ELSE.

44

his cowboy capital has plenty or cowgirls, Lou. At Stephenvilies expansive
Lone Star Arena complex, Claire Eggers waits to show her horse, Buck.

Indeed, visitors might catch a glimpse of local resident and
seven-time World Champion All-Around Cowboy Ty Murray

at the feed store. It's not unusual to see folks shopping or din-

) O M-La ing out with their spurs on and their horse trailers in tow. And
3. o Vicki and Phillip Nivens, owners of the Hard Eight BBQ, don't

mind mixing bull and barbecue. The popular eatery displays
color photos of the Nivenses' bucking bulls, with names like
Locomotive Breath and Satan's Own, in the Hard Eight's main
dining room-some steamin', stampin', beef-on-the-hoof images
to go with the smoky beef brisket.

The best place to size up Stephenville's bragging rights as a

Shake it up. Moo-La the Cow proudly proclaims Lrath County as Texas topnotch boots-and-jeans scene is at the Cowboy Capital Walk

leading dairy producer. of Fame, a block off the courthouse square downtown. That's
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where I had arranged to meet Nita

Brooks-Lewallen and her husband, G.K.

Lewallen, two of the original inductees

when the Walk of Fame was started in

1998. It honors those who have made a

significant contribution to Stephenville's

Western heritage and reminded me a bit

of the Hollywood Walk of Fame-only

instead of stars, these notables of the

rodeo and ranching worlds have their

names and short biographies inscribed on

bronze plaques laid into the sidewalk

around the tree-lined downtown plaza.

To stroll past them is to walk through his-

tory and get a feel for what makes

Stephenville's heart beat.

Nita, who was one of the Fort Worth

stock show's so-called Texas "Ranch

Girls" in the 1940s-riders and rodeo

champions who represented Texas ranch-

es and were also Western glamour

girls-went on to perform with

the rodeo in New York's

Madison Square Garden.

She also has been a ranch-

er, horse breeder, and

part-owner of cham-

pion Thoroughbreds,

and has been induct-

ed into the National

Cowgirl Hall of Fame

in Fort Worth. G.K.,

who epitomizes the

tall, lanky cowboy,
cofounded the Erath

County Livestock Asso-

ciation and is in the

Cowboy Hall of Fame.

The couple lives on a ranch

outside of town.

As we walked around the

plaza, I recognized quite a few of the

names on the plaques: Ty Murray, of

course, who was inducted at the same

time as Nita and G.K.; boot-maker John

Justin; former Dallas Cowboy and ranch-

er Walt Garrison; and world champion

all-around cowboys like Harry Tomp-

kins, who lives in nearby Dublin. Nita

and G.K. seemed to know almost every-

one in the Walk of Fame.

"Look, here's Everett Colborn," Nita

said as we came to his marker. Now in

her eighties, Nita looked ever the glam-

77j

07

Nj

Life-size heroes. G.K. Lewallen, Nita Brooks-Lewallen, and Ty Murray are
among the honorees at Stephenville's Cowboy Capital Walk of Fame. At

left, Nita Brooks as a young ranch girl in the 1940s.

our girl in a black

~ 0 - suede jacket, leather
hat, and necklace of sil-

ver horses. "He was proba-

bly the greatest rodeo producer

ever. Everett was the one who got me

started riding in New York. We were in

Roy Rogers' act."

"There's Tuff Hedeman, a famous bull-

rider," G.K. said, pointing to another

plaque. "He lives over at Morgan Mill."

"And here's J.J. Hampton," Nita added.

"She was a world-champion cowgirl. Rop-

ing was her specialty."

Some of the honorees were old-tim-

ers and retired, while others, such as

Jim Sharp, Cody Ohl, and Charmayne

James, were more-recent rodeo champions.

We continued around the plaza until

we came to the most recent inductee, the

rodeo clown, who was collectively hon-

ored last year. This year's induction cere-

mony into the Walk of Fame took place

on May 7.

A FTER the star-studded tour, we

strolled around the square and past

the Erath County Courthouse, which

dates to 1892 and is listed in the National

Register of Historic Places. I've seen plen-

ty of picturesque Texas courthouses, but

this surely is one of the most stunning, a

Romanesque Revival structure built of

locally quarried limestone accented with
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Pecos sandstone and crowned with a tall

clock tower. A peek inside the court-
house, which was restored in 2002,
revealed a series of arched doorways,
carved wooden handrails on the staircase,
and polished marble floors. I learned
from the courthouse's historical marker

that Stephenville was founded in 1854

and named for an early settler and land

donor, John M. Stephen.
Also on the courthouse grounds is one

of Stephenville's most famous landmarks,
"Moo-La." She's the black-and-white,
life-size, fiberglass dairy cow that was
built in California in 1972 for a mere
$529. The appropriately named bovine

The Stephenville Historical House Museum fea-
tures the oldest house in town, Berry Cottage,
built in 1869. Dedicated to preserving the com-
munity's history, the museum grounds also
include a chape , John Tarleton's ranch house,
the Center Grove Schoolhouse, several cabins,
a carriage house, a blacksmith shop, and a corn
crib. At left, the Chicken House Flea Market
attracts bargain- and treasure-hunters.

pays tribute to the dairy industry that
pumps a whole lot of, you guessed it,
moola into Stephenville's economy-
annual sales of milk from Erath County
cows total about $223 million, according
to the bright yellow sign by the icon.
"No. 1 Dairy County in Texas" it pro-
claims. More than 100 dairies operate in
the county.

After lunch at Rebecca's, a quaint, yel-
low brick house a couple blocks off the

square that offers daily specials and sand-
wiches, soups, and salads, I said goodbye
to Nita and G.K. and continued on a self-

guided tour of downtown. The area
around the square boasts more than 20
historic buildings.

A few blocks from the square, I stum-
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Carroll Parham, a dobro player and co-owner of the Cross Timbers Country Opry, welcomes music fans to his live Saturday-night showcase, along with his

buddies Pedro Westmoreland (in Model A Ford) and Alford Deen.

bled upon more history at the Ste-

phenville Historical House Museum, a

charming collection of fourteen 19th-

Century buildings complete with period

furniture and artifacts. The museum's

shady grounds include Berry Cottage, the

oldest house in town, built in 1869; a

replica of a carriage house; a well house

(acquired by a woman as a settlement

from the owner after his goats ate her

shrubs); several log cabins, including one

built in 1870 by the John Carmack fami-

ly and moved :o the museum grounds as

a donation by the Lewallens; the form-

er ranch house of early settler John

Tarleton, for whom Tarleton State Uni-

versity here is named; and a lovely white,
tall-steepled Presbyterian chapel dating to

1899. It's a popular spot for weddings.

S TEPHENVILLE 
offered far more to

see than I had time for in one day,

so I returned a few days later with my

husband, Dan. In need of a barbecue fix,

he had warned, "Don't you dare go to the

Hard Eight without taking me." We

arrived at 11:30 a.m. in time to beat the

line that queues up quickly outside,
where diners choose -heir meat from one

of the big, black, smoking pits.

The Nivenses opened the Hard Eight

in February 2002 (it's named after their

ranch in Brady, where there's another

barbecue restaurant of the same name).

Vicki reports that the clientele includes

cowboys from local ranches as well as

professional cowboys, which could ac-

count for why the parking lot is always

full of pickup trucks and horse trailers.

Other patrons arrive by more exotic

transportation. A group of pilots likes

to fly in to the nea-by airport and drop

by for some 'cue. "We leave two golf

carts at the airport for them, or they

can call us and we'll pick them up,"

Vicki says with a laugh. "We get a lot of

fly-in people."

"What'll it be?" a server asked us, open-

ing the heavy metal lid to reveal slabs of

ribs and brisket, chickens, thick pork

chops, sirloin steak, turkey, ham, and ears

of corn and baked potatoes (ribeye steaks

can be cooked to order inside, and the

restaurant also offers prime rib and cabri-

to on weekends and fried catfish in the

spring and summer). We pointed, and he

placed our chicken and ribs on white

butcher paper. We took the meat inside to

be weighed, and helped ourselves to cole

slaw, potato salad, and a big ladle of

smoky beans from a communal pot.

Since it was a chilly day, we bypassed

the big patio and took a seat at one of the

long, picnic-style tables with benches in

the main dining room, an appealing space

with warm wood paneling and Western

artifacts. As for the barbecue, I felt like a

true carnivore, gnawing the flavorful,
juicy meat off the rib bones and dipping

the tender, moist chicken in the Hard

Eight's tangy, slightly sweet sauce.

Stephenville used to be known for
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chickens-raising them, that is. These

days, a couple of miles south of town

along US 377, long, metal chicken houses

stand abandoned. But one has found new

life on the second and fourth weekends of

each month when the Chicken House

Flea Market opens. It brims with dealers

selling collectible glassware, toys, rustic
Western items, art-you name it, it's

probably in here somewhere. Outside,
vendors offer plants, more collectibles,
and, appropriately enough, cages full of

pecking, clucking live chickens. Dan and I

browsed the booths to see what treasures

we might find.

The town's culture isn't all centered

around cowboys and livestock, though.

Tarleton State hosts art, music, and the-

ater programs at its Clyde H. Wells Fine

Arts Center and Gallery. Artists from all

over the world bring sculptures for

bronze casting to the Hoka Hey Fine Arts

Foundry and Gallery, located south of

town near Dublin. It cast the nine-foot-

tall statue of John Wayne that is displayed

at the John Wayne Airport in Orange

County, California; the wax version from

which the cast was made is on view at the

foundry.

On weekends, locals and visitors head

to the City Limits, which claims to be the

* (

Tarl : State University, founded in 1899, now
has an enrollment of more than 8,000 students.

essentials STEPHENVILLE

THE STEPHENVILLE Chamber
16Mingus

of Commerce (187 W. Washing- strawniijGord

ton 76401; 965-5313 or 800/
658-6490; www.stephenville T Thurber

texas.org), on the square in Abilene

an 1890s building that once
housed a bank on the first floor

* Desdemona
and an opera house on the sec-

ond, has a free brochure for a STEPH

self-guided tour of downtown. ® D Leon

The area code is 254. 1D eTo

Brownwood

EVENTS

Several notable events are held in Stephenville
each year. Larry Joe Taylor's Texas Music
Festival and Chili Cook-Off is in Apr. at Melody
Mountain Ranch & RV Park, on FM 3025 north
of town; call 254/968-8505 for ticket infor-
mation, or visit www.larryjoetaylor.com. Rodeo
champions convene in town for the Cowboy
Capital of the World Pro Rodeo (www.
stephenvilleprca.com; 965-8850) in May at the
Erath County Livestock Arena north of town on
FM 205. DairyFest, an annual celebration of the
local dairy industry with ice cream, yogurt, milk,
cheeseburgers, grilled cheese sandwiches,
games, and entertainment, will be held June 18
at City Park, 378 W. Long. And, this summer's
Firecracker 100 Bicycle Ride and Race starts
and finishes on the Tarleton State campus
July 2. Call the chamber for more information.

ATTRACTIONS
Erath County Courthouse, corner of Graham
and W. Washington streets, 965-1482. Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-12 and 1-5.

The Stephenville Historical House Museum,
525 E. Washington, 965-5880; www.stephenville.
com/museum. Grounds and office open Mon-
Thu 12:30-4:30; tours Fri-Sun 2-5.

Tarleton State University's Clyde H. Wells Fine
Arts Center & GallIery, at the corner of Lillian
and Vanderbilt, is the home of TSU's art, music,
speech, and theater programs. Open Mon-Fri
9-5; 968-9634; www.tarleton.edu.

largest private club in Texas, for a night

of two-steppin' to live music; well-known

acts such as Pat Green have performed

here. Another popular draw is the Cross

Timbers Country Opry Theater and its

family country-music show each Satur-

day night, which includes a chuck-wagon

dinner.

Fodder for my next visit. After sev-

eral day-trips to Stephenville, I still

F

E

D4

To Cross Timbers Country Opry
ort Worth

n STEPHENVILLe Theater is one mile east of
town on US 377; 965-4132;

281 www.countryopry.com. Family
To country-music show each Sat.

Morgan Groobory
Mill at 7:30 p.m., chuck-wagon

3 dinner at 6 p.m. Cost: $8,
$7 age 65 and older, $4

NVILLE
67 age 17 and younger.

67 281 Fittingly, this cowboy capital
. ToWaco is home to the Lone Star

ublin
Arena, a huge, indoor rodeo

complex featuring a regular schedule of barrel
racing, horse shows, bull riding, team roping,
and more, at 4696 N. US 377; 965-7981;
www.lonestararena.com.

SHOPPING
Chicken House Flea Market, 21/2 miles south
of town on US 377; 968-0888.

Hoka Hey Fine Arts Foundry and Gallery, on
US 377 south of town; 445-2017.

DINING
Rebecca's, 544 W. Washington, 965-8889.
Daily lunch with specials 11-2, dinner Fri-Sat 6-
9 p.m., Sun brunch 11-3. Garden for parties
and wedding receptions.

Hard Eight BBQ, 1091 Glen Rose Hwy. (US 67/
US 281), 968-5552. Open Mon-Thu 10:30-9,
Fri-Sat until 10, Sun until 8.

City Limits/Agave Bar and Grill, 1907 E. Wash-
ington, 968-5222 or 800/546-4879; www.city
limitstexas.com.

The Coffee Studio & Espresso Bar, 1348 W.
Washington, Ste. 9, 965-8000.

LODGING
Stephenville has a considerable choice of chain
motels, including Comfort Inn, Texas Inn, Holiday
Inn, Days Inn, and Best Western. September
Song B&B is at 615 N. Clinton Ave.; 965-6104;
and The Oxford House is at 563 N. Graham;
965-6885 or 800/711-7283.

hadn't knocked off everything on my

list. I had come looking for cowboys

and had found them, and much more,

in a town where the streets are paved

with history.*

KATHRYN JONES lives in Glen Rose. She wrote
about Abilene and orchids in the March issue.

Staff photographer KEVIN STILLMAN shot
Schleicher County's X Bar Ranch Nature Re-
treat for the February issue.
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,Will
aguas frescas some-

day surpass iced tea as r

the preferred beverage in
Texas, just as salsa came

to replace ketchup as

the nation's favorite
condiment?
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ad anyone told me a year or so ago

that I'd abandon my daily pitcher of

iced tea for something else, I would have declared

war on the spot. My passion for the stuff is my birth-

right as a child of Texas with deep southern roots.

But lately I've found myself seduced by an elixir every bit as refreshing and sat-

isfying, particularly during summer's blistering heat. Upon investigation, I've

realized that just as iced tea is vital to southerners, aguas frescas are becoming

vital to a broad spectrum of Texans-and more quickly than you'd think.

These fresh-fruit-infused waters have long been the natural beverage of choice

for generations of people living in Mexico, as well as in towns along the Rio

Grande and across South Texas. In traveling the state to find cafes and food

stores offering delicious aguas frescas, I hear one shopkeeper after another tell

stories of running to the town plaza as a child on a hot morning or warm

evening to find the pushcart bearing glass containers of these invigorating bev-

erages, cooled by blocks of ice. " I easily find places where giant, glass barrels

or fountain dispensers filled with colorful fruit drinks serve as the counter-

top's focal point. Any town with a substantial Hispanic population-and that's

almost everywhere, of course-boasts taquerias and Latino groceries with a

plentiful supply of aguas frescas, available year round. After slurping a boun-

ty of cooling, luscious liquids flavored with limes, melons, or hibiscus, I begin to

ponder this question: Will aguas frescas someday surpass iced tea as the pre-

ferred beverage in Texas, just as salsa came to replace ketchup as the nation's

favorite condiment? To understand what prompts such an outrageous asser-

tion, follow my thirst-quenching path around the state in search of the best

aguas frescas.

y quest in North Texas begins in the heart of Fort Worth's

Hispanic neighborhood, where North Main Street is lined with

dozens of popular taquerias and Mexican cafes. At the center of

this row is Esperanza's, a cafe and bakery where hundreds of hungry Cow-

towners fill the tables daily for breakfast and lunch, and where aguas frescas eas-

ily keep pace with iced-tea sales.

Behind the front counter, vivid hues of fruity water shine through the clear,

glass walls of the huge, eight-gallon jarrones. Big ladles hang on the rims of

the jars, but not for long: Workers move quickly and steadily to and from the

aguas frescas like drones to the queen bee, dipping into the colored liquids,
filling glasses for thirsty customers.

"You know you want an horchata, admit it," taunts Phillip Lancarte, who

helps run Esperanza's, which is named for and owned by his mom, Hope Lancarte,
the daughter of the late, renowned restaurateur Joe T. Garcia. (Esperanza's is

a

NAW
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Chunks of watermelon identify the glistening
glass jar of agua fresca de sandia that beckons
from a counter at Esperanza's Cafe & Bakery in
Fort Worth (facing page). Patrons of Fruteria y
Taqueria Los Valles in San Antonio (top) can
sit outside and enjoy aguas frescas and other
treats. Amarillo's El Tr6pico (above) serves eight
flavors of aguas frescas from refrigerated stain-
less-steel vats.
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next to his church more than seven years ago into this bustling business.

one block from the family's much larger

eatery on North Commerce Street, Joe T.

Garcia's Mexican Restaurant.)

Phillip refers to one of the few aguas

frescas that aren't made with fruit. And

he's right in sizing me up; horchata, made

with rice water, sweetened milk, vanilla,
and cinnamon, proves irresistible with

0 ggfuad wedcad en- S m Ca~c

few months ago, I took cooking lessons from an expatriate living in the colo-

nial city of Merida, in the Yucatan peninsula. David Sterling, owner of Los Dos

Cooking School and Guest House, took me shopping throLgh the mercado

for all the ingredients we used that day in the kitchen. The day was warm, the kitchen was

hot, but David's bottomless pitcher of jamaica kept me going through the afternoon of cook-

ing an exquisite meal. Made simply by steeping dried hibiscus flowers (sometimes called

sorrel blossoms) in boiling water and adding a bit of sugar, this natural drink is stained a

purplish-red by the petals, packs a lot of vitamin C, and tastes sort of like a rich raspberry-

cranberry juice. I can't get enough, and neither will you, once you've made a pitcher. The

other recipe is even simpler; after all, most aguas frescas are just a mixture of fruit juice and

water sweetened with a little sugar. Talk about your foolproof formula!

Los Dos Jamaica
You can find dried hibiscus flowers at Central

Market, Whole Foods, most H-E-Bs, Mexican
grocery stores, and health food stores, or you
can order it from MexGrocer. com or the Fred-
ericksburg Herb Farm (800/259-4372; www

fredericksburgherbfarm. com).

about 7 qt. water, divided

3/4 c. dried hibiscus blossoms

1/2 c. to 1 c. sugar

ice

lime slices

Bring 6 qt. water to a boil. Add hibiscus blos-

soms, remove mixture from heat, cover, and

steep about 30 minutes.

Strain mixture, discarcing blossoms; add

about 1 qt. water, or enough to make the liq-

uid a deep rose color. Add sugar to taste. Chill

well. Serve over ice, adding a slice of lime to

each glass. Yield: 20 servings.

Limonada

juice of 10 Mexican limes

3/8 c. to 3/4 c. sugar

1 qt. sparkling water

Combine lime juice ani 3/8 c. sugar in a large
pitcher; stir until sugar dissolves. Add spark-

ling water, and stir in more sugar as desired.

Serve over ice. Yield: 6 servings.

its dessert-like quality. At Esperanza's,
the sales of horchata are second only to

that of limonada (limeade), and are fol-
lowed by those of agua de meldn (can-

taloupe water).

Most weekdays, Esperanza's offers

those three aguas frescas. On weekends,
additional flavors often include pina, or

pineapple; jamaica, stained a deep, red-

dish-pink, from dried hibiscus flowers

and pronounced hah-MY-kah; tamarin-

do, or tamarind; and sandia, or water-

melon. (The latter flavor also stars in a

specialty margarita.)

The aguas frescas are made fresh each

morning at this bustling Fort Worth site.

The practice is absolutely authentic, says

Phillip, because his mother insisted that

Esperanza's-which also brings long

lines of customers every day for pan dulce

-be exactly like the combination cafe-

and-bakery places enjoyed by her family

for generations.

"We don't have written recipes for

the aguas frescas," says Phillip. "Just a

few of us make them, and we know how

by experience."

Phillip and his fellow mix-masters

prepare the limes for the limonada with

an automatic juicer, and they crush and

strain pineapple, melon, and other

fruits. Jamai-

ca, tamarindo,

and horchata

require more

work, because

the original

liquid has to

be heated,

steeped, and

strained before

more water

and just the

right amount

of sugar are

added.
Esperanza's

will drain at

least one ja-
rron of each

M

Maria de la Luz Franco, an
employee of Centre Court in
El Paso, slices limes for the
restaurant's popular limonada.

flavor on a weekday and two to three

each day on the weekends. Phillip says,
"Aguas frescas are all-day, year-round

drinks, just like iced tea."
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Philip Lancarte of Esperanza s stirs
one of the cafe's popular aguas
frescas, displayed appropriately
with mounds of fresh fruit. are a

n the Panhandle, round
9 I stumble upon El La

Tropico in Amarillo. The

bright, cheery shop serves as

an all-purpose respite from the
heat, functioning as part ice-cream

parlor and part aguas frescas stand.
Agustin Andrade, a native of Chihua-

hua, opened his little oasis in the autumn
of 2003 to carry on a tradition; everyone
in his family in Mexico operates a place
like El Tropico. He missed having a good
place to sip a fruit water, and friends
urged him to quit his Wal-Mart job and
go into the aguas frescas business.

"We're busy year round," says Agus-
tin. "We have some people who come in

three times a day. Some customers come
from as far as Clovis, New Mexico."

While sipping a cold cantaloupe
drink-which smells and tastes as fresh as
a summer morning-I watch a worker

hauling massive watermelons through the

back door to the kitchen. Soon they will
be turned into an agua fresca de sandia,
which will cool in an oversize container

deep inside the front counter at El
Tropico. In all, there are eight flavors, in-
cluding horchata, mixed fruit, pifa cola-
da, strawberry, limeade, and pineapple.

t the far western tip of Tex-
as, a cafe in downtown El Paso

brings me unparalleled refreshment after

a long day of desert driving. The glass of

in

ti

t

limonada at (

Court tastes li]
best thing ev

pass my lips, a
wonder. Each]

ing, the fresh

drink is made

scratch, and ev<

releases anothe

of the floral

and tart esser

the citrus fruit

"Limonada

popular, it sell

anytime of th

uas frescas even in wii
says Irene

Available year montez,

taquerias and ager of
Court, v

no grocery also offer

throughout termelon,
loupe, and

he state. chata. "Some
a customer will

in and order a soda,
and then see the glass barrels
of colorful fruit drinks on the
counter behind the cash regis-
ter. Those beverages look so
tempting that they change

their minds and order an agua

fresca instead."

y favorite aguas
frescas in South

Texas are at Fruteria y Ta-
queria Los Valles in San An-
tonio. The owner, Salvador

Garcia, started selling aguas

frescas at a small fruit stand
adjacent to his church more
than seven years ago and now

has a thriving business on

Nogalitos Street.
The Technicolor exterior of

the broad building boasts the
fruit-market theme, and count-

ers set into large windows

across the front hold mounds
of fresh fruit and glass bar-
rels of brightly colored fruit
drinks. A bright blue awning
shelters customers as they line

up at one of the windows to place their
orders and then enjoy the treats at metal

picnic tables set up in the same area.

Studying my options-there are lime,
mango, and cantaloupe aguas frescas, plus
horchata, and several other flavors-I
choose pineapple and am mightily reward-
ed. After taking my dollar, a smiling serv-
er hands me a mammoth cup filled with
cool pineapple water, in which big chunks

of pineapple mingle with crushed ice. It's
1000 at noon, and I don't mind a bit.

oon I'm on the road again. I've
all but forgotten my ever-present

glass of iced tea, because I'm too busy
searching for that next limonada. *

Prolific Fort Worth freelancer JUNE NAYLOR
covered Un-dude Ranches in our March 2005
issue. Look for her story on Texas ice cream
shops next month.

Staff photographer GRIFF SMITH had a great
time covering the aguas frescas sites in this story
and found some of the owners' stories inspiring.

Essentials AGUAS FRESH CAS
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ered in the story follows.

Esperanza's Cafe & Bakery, 2122 N. * FORT WORTH
EL PASO

Main St., Fort Worth; 817/626-5770; SAN .

www.joets.com/esperanzas.htm. (A second ANTONIO

Fort Worth location, at 1109 Hemphill St., doesn't
offer aguas frescas.)

El Tr6pico, 1111 E. Amarillo Blvd., Amarillo; 806/371-0226.

Centre Court, 420 E. San Antonio Ave., El Paso; 915/
533-4200.

Fruteria y Taqueria Los Valles, 3915 Nogalitos St.,
San Antonio; 210/927-9595.

Check out the delicious aguas frescas at these spots also:

Changes Taquerfa has 2 locations, both in Austin: 3023
Guadalupe St. (512/480-8226) and 3005 S. Lamar Blvd.
(416-1500); www.changos.com.

Juanito's Taqueria, 4150 Hemphill St., Fort Worth; 817/
924-3636.

Taco Diner has 4 locations: 4011 Villanova St., Dallas
(214/696-4944); 3699 McKinney Ave., Ste. 307,
Dallas (521-3669); 5904 N. MacArthur Blvd. #150,
Irving (972/401-2691); and 6201 Bishop Rd. #E4,
Plano (469/241-9945).

Taqueria Garibaldi, 200 N. Staples St., Corpus Christi;
361/884-5456.

CONTA
*AMARILLO



STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RANDY MALLORY

9{A LF WAY between FortWorth and Abilene, trav-

elers and truckers ride hell-

bent for leather along Inter-

state 20 where it slices through Thurber.

Surely some of the nonstop passersby spot

the century-old, 148-foot brick smokestack

that rises from rolling ranchland along the

road. But few slow down to explore one

of Texas' most heralded "ghost" towns.

"Ghost" town...that's what reference

books call Thurber. I recently sidetracked

off I-20 at Exit 367 looking for life. I
found Thurber and surrounds alive and

well...with fascinating history, fine food,
and a weekend's worth of laid-back doings.

Thurber's pulse pounds proudly at the

$3.2 million W.K. Gordon Center for

Industrial History of Texas. Opened in

2002 by Stephenville-based Tarleton State

University, it's the state's only museum

and research center focused on Texas and

the Southwest's general industrial past.

The 10,000-square-foot facility uses lively

interactive exhibits to trace Thurber's

boom-to-bust saga.

Coal breathed life into Thurber.

Railroads pushed across these prairies in

OOKING for life,

I found Thurber and

surrounds alive and well,

with fascinating history,

fine food, and a weekend's

worth of laid-back doings.
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A bronze plaque on the edge of New York Hill
(facing page) highlights key sites in old Thurber,
once billed as the largest city between Fort Worth
and El Paso. The Trio Club in Mingus (top) has
been offering hot Western Swing dance music
and cold beer since the early 1950s. Above, dur-
ing the annual Thurber Reunion (and on Satur-
days and by appointment), members of the Thurber
Historical Association lead tours of several origi-
nal restored structures from the town's boom days.

the 1880s, and Thurber was Texas' only
source of bituminous coal, the kind pre-
ferred for steam locomotives. The Texas
and Pacific Coal Company (so named to
flatter a top client, Texas & Pacific
Railroad) operated a mine here and
named the company town for investor
Horace K. Thurber. For 30 years, the
town was Texas' major coal producer,
mining 3,000 tons a day.

In 1897, the company added what
became one of the most prominent brick

plants west of the Mississippi. The plant
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used otherwise unmarketable small

pieces of coal to fire local shale into
bricks. These rock-hard red bricks built

Thurber's self-sufficient company town,
comprised of roughly 1,000 houses,
two dozen stores, utilities, churches,
schools, offices, a saloon, and an opera
house. Thurber bricks also built roads

' and projects across Texas-such as
Galveston's Seawall Boulevard,
Austin's Congress Avenue, and the
streets of Fort Worth's Stockyards

and downtown.

With a 1918 population of about
10,000, Thurber claimed to be the
largest city between Fort Worth and
El Paso. It was also one of the
state's few totally electrified towns
and one of the nation's only all-
unionized towns.

The company's entrepreneurial

genius, W.K. Gordon Sr., for whom the
new center is named, forged successful
coal and brick operations and, in 1917 at
nearby Ranger, struck oil for his compa-
ny, setting the stage for the West Texas oil
boom. (His daughter-in-law, Mrs. W.K.
Gordon Jr., of Fort Worth, helped fund
Thurber's museum.)

Ironically, the oil boom substantially
increased company profits, but drowned
the town. In the early 20th Century, trains
converted from coal to cheaper oil, and
oil-based asphalt replaced bricks in road-
way construction. By the late 1930s,
Thurber had become a ghost town. Over
the years, virtually all of its buildings were
dismantled or moved to surrounding ar-
eas, where many remain in use as homes.

The Gordon Center chronicles Thur-
ber's ups and downs. An 18-minute film,

shown in an opera house mock-up, pro-
vides the framework. Well-crafted displays
flesh out the story in a replicated compa-
ny-town setting within the center's walls.

Turn-of-the-century music emanates
from a bandstand overlooking a railway
platform, a 1920s Model T work truck,
and a model of Thurber's iconic smoke-
stack. A replicated Concord passenger



N ICEBOX keeps opening by itself,

and pans fall off kitchen shelves on their

own. I guess I do live in a ghost town.

(built in 1892), named

gap,

4A
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Just north of Strawn, the Robinson One-Room School, active only from
1937 to 1943, was once considered the smallest school in Texas.

coach recalls one of America's last stage-

coach routes-from Thurber to the main

rail line at nearby Mingus. A model coal-

mining shaft-complete with the sounds

of pinging pick axes-shows a miner lying

on his side, digging coal from a narrow

vein. Period artifacts and tiptop historical

photos illuminate the work and home

lives of the miners-many of them newly

arrived European immigrants-who rep-

resented 18 nationalities. Push a button

on the scale model of the McClesky No. 1
well (where W.K. Gordon hit pay dirt), and

launch a column of "black gold" through

a 20-foot-tall wooden oil derrick.

As soon as Thurber closed, former resi-

dents began holding annual reunions near

the few remaining structures. Newer gen-

erations continue the tradition during the

annual Thurber Reunion (June 11, 2005),
held at the Thurber Historical Asso-

ciation Park, next to the Gordon Center.

The park contains relocated and restored

Thurber originals: a miner's residence,
bandstand, and St. Barbara's Church

for the patroness saint
of miners. During the

reunions, period-dressed

docents guide visitors

through the buildings
(also every Saturday,
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., or

by appointment). To

honor Thurber's Italian

heritage-a large per-

centage of the miners

came from Italy-the

association has set up

two lighted bocce ball

courts, used during

the reunion and an-

nual tourneys in April

and October.

Any time of year,
you can take a self-

guided tour of Thur-

ber's cemetery, where 1,000 graves, many

with ornate markers, lie in Catholic,
Protestant, and African-American sec-

tions. Just stop by the popular Smoke-

stack Restaurant, where the proprietors,
mother-and-son-team Andrea and Rusty

Bennett, are happy to provide you with a

key. (Another historic graveyard, the

Davidson Cemetery, three miles north-

west of Thurber, features a handsome

wall and an arched entry built in 1922 of

Thurber bricks.)

The Bennetts also own what's left of

old Thurber-including the towering

smokestack, an icehouse, a filter plant,
fire station, doctor's home (where Andrea

lives), and W.K. Gordon's former home

(now Rusty's). Their Smokestack Restau-

rant, housed in Thurber's old mercantile

store, has been an I-20 favorite since

1971. The eatery, which displays Thurber

memorabilia, dishes up home-style break-

fast, lunch, and dinner daily.

I ducked into the Smokestack for a

scrumptious chicken-fried steak and got a

ghost story for dessert. "I feel a presence in

my home," Andrea told me. "An icebox

from old Thurber keeps opening by itself,
and pans fall off kitchen shelves on their

own. I guess I do live in a ghost town."

ROM old Thurber, a two-mile

jaunt north on Texas 108 quickly

crosses the county line and eases

into Mingus. A century ago, Erath County

voted dry, so Thurber moved its company

tavern, the Snake Saloon, just across the

line into Palo Pinto County and built a

bar as long as two train cars. Today,
half a dozen or so bars still make Mingus

"saloon central." Foremost is the Trio

Club, a popular Western Swing dance hall

since 1952. During my visit, the Kelly

Spinks Band of Brownwood pounded out

steady shuffle beats as regulars and out-

of-towners two-stepped around a spa-

cious, smooth dance floor.

Texas 108 leads west from Mingus five

more miles to "shopping central" at

Strawn. A historic rail line (one-time

route of the Texas & Pacific) bisects the

tiny burg. So does the unmarked historic

Bankhead Highway, America's first desig-

nated southern coast-to-coast route. The

vacant but intact Bankhead Hotel sits

beside the railroad tracks downtown.

A downtown stroll takes you past sev-

eral specialty shops. I moseyed into An

Ancient Art Handcrafted Soap Company,
where Becky Lenoir and Shanah Coe

(both descendants of Thurber miners)

make delightful olive oil-based herbal

and aromatherapy soaps. Aromas of lav-

ender, almond, sage, and mint mingled in

the retail-wholesale outfit, housed in a

building made of Thurber bricks. A near-

by structure houses Spirit of the West

Candles, where Kate Nowak (also a

descendant of old Thurber residents) and

Amy Atkins make Western-themed can-

dles from clean-burning, soy-based wax.

More browsing uncovered more hand-
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A1 Lup, fusLy bunnelL and ins noLher, Andrea Bennett, own the Smokestack Restaurant, one of the most popular eateries on 1-20 in West Texas. (The
restaurant is housed in Thurber's old mercantile store.) At the W.K. Gordon Center (above, left), informative exhibits set in a replica boomtown retell
Thurber's story. Above right, the former firehouse sits near the town's landmark 1908 smokestack, once part of the ice and electric plant.
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crafted goodies-at Machining Crafters

(metal silhouette cutouts), The Yellow

Rose (custom embroidery), Treasures &
Traditions (quilts and lamps), the Eccen-

tric Elephant (tile mosaic stepping stones

and picture frames), and a vacant lot with

offbeat metal sculptures (including a

five-foot dung beetle) by Marc Rankin.

Fort Worth day-trippers know Strawn

as home of a 1940s tavern named Mary's.

I followed two leather-clad couples (out

on a motorcycling lark) into the front

room, where locals lined a long table.

Newspaper testimonials covered the back

wall with praises for owner Mary Jane

Tretter's chicken-fried steaks, ribs, and T-

bone steaks. Mexican food selections

caught my eye, and the potent salsa and

fresh tortilla chips sent my taste buds

south of the border.

After lunch, I headed a few miles
north on Texas 16 to admire the Prairie-

style Thomas House Bed and Break-

fast (the 1917 home of prominent cat-

tleman Randal B. Thomas) and the

red-brick Robinson One-Room

School (in use from 1937
to 1943), once dubbed the

smallest school in Texas. TH
Back in Thurber, I lo- The area co

cated brick steps that lead the map or
from the historical park up THURBER i
New York Hill, so named www.thurbe
because after the 1917 Ran- History of T
ger oil strike, the coal com- Thurber His
pany moved its headquar- Restaurant,
ters from New York City Restauran-,
to Thurber. To house the annual Thur

relocating staff, it built 2005. Davi

31 homes atop a ridge Texas 108 n

overlooking town. A street Cemetery R
and red-brick walkway 8277), on I

covered the mile from the MINGUS 's

neighborhood to the busi- 672-5664.

ness district. STRAWN is

The now-abandoned An Ancient

walkway parallels a paved 604-7180;

drive to Thurber's other ofthewestca

popular eatery, New York machinedar

Hill Restaurant. Owners Restaurant,
Janis and Les Mills serve 214/373-7
hearty meals all day. Orig- and Hinksto
final town artifacts and old north on Tex
photos lend a historical

touch to the eatery, which boasts a grand

view of Thurber.

A short walk from the restaurant, I

admired a bronze map pinpointing key

sites of the former town, which is listed

in the National Register of Historic

Places. Surveying the scenery, I remem-

bered what the Gordon Center's director,
author and Texas historian T. Lindsay

Baker, had told me: "People came here

from all over the world to gamble on a

new life. It's fascinating how they lived

and how they responded to economic

changes that turned a boomtown into a

ghost town. With the opening of our new

museum, we hope Thurber will have a

new lease on life."

I watched traffic rumble through this

resurrected ghost town and wished

more folks would pull off and take a

look around.*

RANDY MALLORY was impressed by the
important role that Thurber played in Texas'
industrial history. "I'm grateful that local heritage
groups are preserving that history," he says.
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JRBER AND SURROUNDS

de for Thurber, Mingus, and Strawn is 254. See
page 51.

on 1-20 (Exit 367), 70 miles west of Fort Worth;
rtexas.com. W.K. Gordon Center for Industrial
exas, 968-1886 (www.tarleton.edu/-gordoncenter);
torical Association Park, 672-5337; Smokestack
672-5560 (www.smokestack.net); New York Hill
672-5848 (www.ThurberNewYorkHill.com). The

'ber Reunion (672-5337) takes place June 11,
dson Cemetery is three miles from Thurber (take
orth one-half mile, then go left on Davidson
d.). Lodging is available at the Longhorn Inn (693-
-20 (Exit 370), three miles east of Thurber.

on Texas 108, two miles north of Thurber. Trio Club,

at Texas 108 and Texas 16, five miles west of Mingus.
Art Handcrafted Soap Co., 672-5421 or 866/
Spirit of the West Candles, 672-9211 (www.spirit
ndles.com); Machining Crafters, 672-5056 (www.
t.com); The Yellow Rose, 672-5100; Treasures &
672-5444; Eccentric Elephant, 672-5733; Mary's
672-5741; and Thomas House Bed & Breakfast,
975. The Bankhead Hotel (vacant) is at N. Front St.
n Ave. The Robinson One-Room School is five miles
as 16 (call 672-5622 for tours).
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PRODUCT ORDERS!

Order from our line of Texas-
themed products. We offer
unique, well-made products that
reflect the Lone Star State ...
and your good taste.

To order by phone, call

1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Mon-Fri 7am-10pm Central
Sat 8:30am-5pm Central

Visa - MasterCard * Discover
- American Express

Or visit
www.texashighways.corm

T ppx~AZS Produ
COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER
Name

Street Address

City State Zip

Daytime Phone Number ( )

(In case we have any questions regarding your order.)

ct Order Form
Q Check or money order enclosed *pay*b" e Texas Highways)

Charge my: Qi Visa Qi MasterCard
Q Discover Q American Express

Card number

Expiration date

signature

Item # Size Description Qty Price $ Total

Product Total

Shipping & Handling (See ad for chart)

SUBTOTAL
Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).

TOTAL

Product order must
include payment.

Credit card orders
are also accepted
by phone.

By state law,
shipping and
handling charges
are taxable
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It's as easy as 1-2-3 to order products by mail:

1. Fill out the order form on the reverse side.

2. Remember to include your payment.

3. Enclose in an envelope and mail to:
Texas Highways
PO Box 51564

Boulder, CO 80322-1564
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I
Artful T-Shirt & Cards
Images by Texas artist Larry Lemons

The Stars at Night
T-Shirt

100% preshrunk,
heavyweight cotton

v ~Screen-printed
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

#38118.......$17.95

Davy Crockett Collecton
Davy Crockett Cap
Color: Navy with white embroidery
Adjustable buckle strap

#38117.......$15.95

Davy Crockett T-Shirt
100% preshrunk, heavyweight cotton
Screen-printed front & back, navy
Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL

#38116.......$17.95

Vol. II

/IM

Don't Mess with Texas Music CDs
Volume I features Willie Nelson, Delbert McClinton,
Clint Black, Boz Scaggs, and more. 21 songs.

#37120.......$14.95

Volume II features Bonnie Raitt, The Vaughn broth-
ers, George Strait, Joe Ely, and others. 19 songs.

#37121.......$14.95

A-v SAl NiGni

Texas Wild Animals Note Cards
8 blank cards, 8 envelopes
2 cards each of 4 designs
Size: 6" x 41/4"

#35141.......$15.00

To order, call
1-800-839-4997

(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Or visit
www.texashighways.com

You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop
at 150 E. Riverside, Austin

To order by mail, please send payment to
Texas Highways, PO Box 51564 Boulder, CO 80322-1564

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover accepted

Up to $15.00 ............ $5.50 $110.01 to $135.00 ........ $14.25

0$15
.
01 

to $25.00 ........ $6.50 $135.01 to $160.00 ........ $16.75
$25.01 to $50.00 ........ $8.50 $160.01 to $200.00 ........ $18.00
$50.01 to $80.00 ....... $10.50 $200.01 and over .......... $20.00
$80.01 to $110.00 ...... $12.25

Shipping prices are per each address. Please allow up to 2 weeks for regular
U.S. delivery. Add $10.00 for Express Handling (delivery within 3 business days
after receipt of your order). Express Handling is not available for P U. Boxes or

,outside the continental U.S.
For orders delivered outside the U.S., please add $12.00 to the U.S. S&H prices.
International shipping times vary.

SALES TAX
Sales tax is required by state law for merchandise, shipping, and handling. Please add
8.25% sales tax to your final total for all orders shipped to Texas addresses.

Available next month...

the 2006
Texas Highways

Calendar
Look for the ad in the next
issue of Texas Highways.

ry,
Treat a friend-or treat yourself-

to Texas Highways, the Lone Star
SState's most entertaining magazine.

SAVE MORE THAN $2.30 AN ISSUE!

\Call to subscribe:
1-800-839-4997

Offer good in the U.S. only. Advertised savings are based on the newsstand 5 F51cover price of $3.95. International subscriptions are $28.91.
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MISSING

FN FINDS ALONG THE ROAD

DUE WEST of Corpus Christi, at US 281 and Texas 44,

the town of Alice proves an intriguing stop in the heart

of South Texas. Symbols of the town's past crowd into

a three-block area-the oil derrick park, the statue of

Spanish colonizer Jose de Escand6n, the South Texas

Museum, and the old Texas State Bank building, the

latter the storage place for the notorious Ballot Box 13,

whose controversial contents shifted the 1948 U.S.

Senate election to Lyndon B. Johnson. While the hey-

days of railroads and cattle drives are gone. Alice, home

to 19,010 residents and the seat of Jim Weils County, is

parlaying its ranching heritage into ecotourism and its

oil-field years into oil-patch servicing.

0471

Named for cattle baron Richard King's rnunity called Collins in 1878. When the

only daughter, Alice originated in 1831 as San Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad

a Mexican land-grant settlement known laid out a town site nearby in 1888,
as Los Presenos and evolved into a com- Collins residents moved their homes and

F4,,

T~4 I

N

stores there, leaving behind only the

Collins Cemetery. The new town, known

temporarily as Bandana after-take your

pick-the railroad workers' neckerchiefs

or the symbol of Grover Cleveland's

presidential campaign, became Kleberg

briefly, before settling on the name Alice.

Now the first stop on the Llanos

Meste5os (Wild Horse Plains) South Tex-

as Heritage Trail (see "Down the Llanos

Mestenos Heritage Trail," page 65), Alice

has two often-stolen Chisholm Trail mark-

Housed in the former McGill Ranch headquarters,
the South Texas Museum-a.k.a. "the attic of Alice"
-displays artifacts such as a 1923 Atwater Kent
radio (on the table next to the dolls). The photo-
graphs on the wall are of longtime political boss
Jim Wells (for whom the county is named) and his
wife, Pauline.
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Named for cattle baron Richard King's only daughter, Alice is

the only Texas town with a bronze statue of Spanish leader Jose

de Escand6n, who led settlers to the region 250 years ago.

E I

ers and a cultural memory of bawling
cattle lined up for 15 miles waiting for the
next train north. "For 10 years, Alice was
the largest inland cattle-shipping point
in the world," says Joyce Dunn, director
of the South Texas Museum, which is
housed in the former McGill Ranch head-
quarters. Joyce oversees "the attic of
Alice": a curling iron that was heated
over a kerosene lamp, millstones, guns,
carding combs for sheep's wool, a side-
saddle, and portraits of South Texas
pioneers like Shanghai Pierce,
who brought Brahma cattle to ALICE,
the region. Here you'll find Texas

tales of the Alice-Brownsville inform

stagecoach, which ran until to the

1904, and of the auctions held Box 16

in 1916 to sell off the burros www.a

that roamed the city's streets. in the

Thanks to pharmacist Lupe ATTRA

Martinez, Alice is the only Tex- Wright;

as town with a bronze statue 8000
N. Wrig

of Spanish leader Jose de Es- Museu

cand6n, who led settlers to the is 7 mi

region 250 years ago. "The or group
town erected the statue to let

RESTA
people know how we got here E. Mar
and to bring back some of the (664-
history and heritage of South

A 1940s nursing uniform (above, at left) and pho-
tograph donated by local resident Ruth Bedgood
number among the artifacts at the South Texas Mu-
seum. This statue of Spanish leader Jos6 de Escan-
d6n graces a park just south of the museum.

Texas that's not in school books," says
Lupe. He led the drive to memorialize
the man he considers the greatest colo-
nizer of the Western Hemisphere, for not
displacing Indians.

Alice's Third Coast Squadron of the Com-
memorative Air Force boasts a tribute to
the WASP (Women Airforce Service Pi-
lots), thanks to Alice resident and former
WASP Maxine Flournoy. At the museum,
in a hangar on South Airport Road, avia-
tion memorabilia honors the handsome
young men and women and their flying
machines, most from WWII. Take time to
see the maps, weaponry, aircraft recogni-
tion cards (used to identify enemy planes),

seat of Jim Wells County, is at US 281 and
44, 45 miles west of Corpus Christi. For
nation on lodging, dining, and events, write
Alice Chamber of Commerce (612 E. Main),
09, Alice 78333; 361/664-3454 or 877/992-5423;
licetx.org. Following is information on sites mentioned
story. The area code is 361.

CTIONS South Texas Museum (668-8891), 66 S.
Tejano R.O.O.T.S. Hall of Fame Museum (664-

or 701-6028; www.tejanorootshalloffame.org), 213
ht; Maxine Flournoy/CAF Third Coast Squadron
m (664-7268), 1309 S. Airport Rd. La Copita Ranch
les south of Alice off US 281. Call about individual
p tours; 361/664-1093; www.lacopita.com.

URANTS Tutti Frutti Delight (664-6191), 1721
n; Dena's (664-9043), 711 E. Main; Dairy Burger
117), 314 N. Johnson; (664-7207), 1900 E. Main.
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ASI NG

and a replicated three-seater Japanese fight-

er used in the movie Tora! Tora! Tora!

Alice pays homage to its oil-boom days

-and the oil-field service industry, which

now employs second- and third-gener-

ation oil-field workers--with a 1927 oil

derrick that dwarfs the pocket-size In-

dustrial Park along the railroad tracks.

When the Alice High School Coyotes win

a football game, the derrick is lit up.

Down the street, at the Tejano

R.O.O.T.S. Hall of Fame Museum, Juan

Sifuentes (on the museum's board of di-

rectors) tells how Armando Marroquin

set up a recording studio in his Alice

kitchen in 1942 and recorded the earliest

Tejano singers there. "Anybody who

was anybody in Tejano music within 400

miles would come to record here," says

Juan, pointing out Marroquin's old-fash-

ioned recording equipment. The museum

I~

ABENDKONZErv -BOERNE, TX

''<

f/

Abendkonzerte, summer evening German
band concerts by the famous Boerne Village
Band, est. 1860, are a time-honored
tradition in Boerne. Bring the family and
enjoy free concerts this summer on
Boerne's Main Plaza...Hill Country sunsets included.

ii

4

Vanessa Rios serves up a fruit cup atTutti Frutti Delight, where the food is fresh and the service friendly.
The restaurant's chicken sa ad is especially popular.

displays album covers, La Mafia's Gram-

my, and the instruments of such Tejano

stars as Beto Villa ("the Father of Tejano

Music"), Ruben Naranjo (who grew up

in Alice), Tony de la Rosa, Conjunto Ber-

nal, Lydia Mendoza, and singer Antonio

Sifuentes, Juan's father. When he asks a

musician's family, "What good is that

guitar going to do irside a closet?" Juan

understands firsthand the emotions tan-

gled up in a decision to lend a family heir-

loom. The Tejano R.O.O.T.S. Hall of
Fame Museum fields requests from the

Grammy's staff for photos and music, re-

sists inducements to move to a metro-

politan area, and is preparing for the next

induction, on November 12 (inductees to

be announced June 10).

Alice, for so long part of the scandal-

rich political machine of South Texas

boss George Parr, thrives on conspiracy

theories. Okay, many of the conspira-

cies were real; reporter Caro Crawford

Brown, writing for the Alice Echo-

News, won the 1955 Pulitzer Prize for

local reporting of stories that brought

decades of local corruption and terrorism

to light. Even though the old bank-at

the corner of Main and Wright streets,
where the overstuffed Ballot Box 13 was

miraculously, belatedly, discovered-is

soon to become an apartment building,
any gathering of longtime residents seems

to resurrect rumors, myths, and sworn

statements of plots and intrigue, includ-

ing a tale of Lee Harvey Oswald applying

for a job in Alice.

I had long wondered if you can get

anything you want at Alice's restaurants.

Well, you can get meals worth the trip. At

Tutti Frutti Delight, Esther Martinez he-

roically downs a 16-ounce, Mexican-style

shrimp cocktail spiked with avocado,

The infamous Ballot Box 13, whose contents shift-
ed the 1948 U.S. Senate election to Lyndon B.
Johnson, was found in the Texas State Bank build-
ing, at the corner of Main and Wright streets.
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June 7, 21 Main Plaza
July 5, 19 Boerne, Texas
Aug 2 7:30 to 9 PM

888 842 8080 fee
www.ci.boerne.tx us

I had long wondered if you can get anything you want at

Alice's restaurants. At Tutti Frutti Delight, you can get a variety of

tasty meals-chicken salad, shrimp cocktail, fruit cups, and more.
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onion, tomato, and serrano peppers. "It's

a little spicy, but delicious," she tells me,
never offering to share. I sample owners

Alex and Olinda Gonzalez's special corn

cup, a mix of lime juice, light mayo, Par-

mesan cheese, and tender corn kernels,
and can barely restrain myself from lick-
ing the bowl. (Customers come from miles

around for the restaurant's chicken salad.)

Locals recommend eating at Dena's (a var-

ied menu) and at the two busy Dairy

Burgers, which between them sell 1,200

quart-size, date-stamped cups of ice tea

daily (with all-day refills for 40 cents).

Alice's ranching heritage, still central to

the town's identity, is being boosted by its

inclusion on the Llanos Mestenos Heritage

Trail. La Copita Ranch, a Texas A&M

University ecotourism research site seven

miles south of town, offers ranch tours,
nature photography, and birding oppor-

tunities, besides helping 21st-Century

ranchers learn about diversifications that

can help preserve their land.

But that's what's appealing about Alice

-diversity of interests, cultures, and plots.

EILEEN MATTE of Harlingen wrote the feature on
McAllen in our December 2004 issue.

Down the Llanos Mestenos Heritage Trail
af T WAS FROM the clawing scrub brush of the Llanos Mestenos, 'the Wild Horse

Plains,' of South Texas that cattle ranching arose to lay its brand on North

America and the world. Here-only from here-was the American cowboy able

to mature to legendary prominence.... Like a lasso spun at the heel of the Lone Star

State, the Llanos Mestenos South Texas Heritage Trail loops together all the ele-

ments of this overlooked region-giving history buffs matchless travel experiences."

So begins the 32-page guide to the

Llanos Mestenos South Texas Heritage

Trail, a 300-mile route that highlights
the region's ranching history and natu-

ral treasures. Developed by the Rio

Bravo Resource Conservation and

Development Council (an arm of the

USDA Natural Resources Conserva-

tion Service), the trail winds through

12 counties and includes more than

120 historical landmarks.

From Alice, the first stop in the trail

guide, a portion of the route winds east

and south through Kingsville and King

Ranch country (see "Of Giants and
Kings," May 2005) to the Riviera area,
where two ranches, the B-Bar-B Ranch

and Baffin on the Rocks, offer "first-

class overnight facilities and programs
for wildlife viewing and outdoor enjoy-

ment." (For scrumptious seafood, check

out nearby King's Inn, overlooking Baf-

fin Bay.) Birders call the drive along Tex-

as 285 between Riviera and Falfurrias

"Hawk Alley," as some 25 raptor spe-

cies have been spotted along this stretch.

Just west of Alice, on Texas 44, the

town of San Diego holds a Pan de Cam-

po Festival every June (June 3-5, 2005),

this year's featuring a parade, pan de

campo (camp bread) contest, carnival, ac-

cordion contest, and Tejano music. And
in nearby Freer (farther west on Texas
44), the guide calls the Liberty Cafe's
Liberty Burger "a dinner to drive for."

You bet-yer-boots you can buy cus-

tom-made boots in Raymondville (on

the trail's southern tip), at one of the

town's several boot-making shops.

And for a dose of the area's interesting

past, mosey over to the Farm and

Ranch Museum at the Raymondville

Historical Center.

The Llanos Mestefos South Texas
Heritage Trail (and the guide, which in-

cludes a colorful map) also spotlights

some 20 other towns-their history,
festivals, museums, and other at-

tractions-along with area farms and
ranches that welcome the public with

tours, nature trails, B&Bs, and special

events. For more information (or to

order a copy of the guide; $3, plus
$1.25 shipping), write to the Rio Bravo

Resource Conservation and Devel-

opment Council, Box 1006, Zapata
78076; 956/765-6911; www.south
texasheritagetrail.com.

June 2005 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 65

POTIT

6 '0 hether your interest ;.
is history, or a deep love for
nature, Port Arthur, Texas A
the natural place to be!

CONVENTION T~'SITORS BUREAU
3401 Cultural Center Drive " Port Arthur, Texas 77642

(409) 985-7822 - 1-800-235-7822
http://wv.poriarrhtrtexas.romi



Fun1 A ROUNDUP OF NEXT MONTH'S EVENTS

FORECAST

ii
We provide events and telephone numbers for next

month, so that you'll have additional time to plan

your outings.

SOMETIMES DATES CHANGE after the magazine is

printed. Before you drive miles to an event, confirm the

date by calling the number listed next to the festivity or by

contacting the local chamber of commerce.

FOR DETAILS ON ANY DESTINATION IN TEXAS, CALL 800/452-9292 toll-free
from anywhere in the U.S. and Canada, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. CST. A

travel counselor at one of the state's Travel Information Centers will provide trav-

el information and routing assistance, send brochures, and advise you of any

emergency road conditions. JULY 2005
S M T W T F S

SEND EVENT INFORMATION to Fun Forecast, 1 2

Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714- 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 161009; fax 512/486-5879. Submit information at 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

least three full months before the first of the month 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
in which the event will take place (for example, by 31

July 1 for October festivities). Space is limited, so we may not be able to print

every event. For a quarterly, more detailed schedule of events, write for a free

Texas Events Calendar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249.

See www.texashighways.com for an expanded Fun Forecast with descriptions of events.

1
DEL RIO

First Friday Art Walk
830/775-0888

1-2
PECOS

(began Jun 29)
123rd West of the Pecos

Rodeo
432/445-2406

1-3
FORT DAVIS

The Coolest Fourth
in Texas

800/524-3015

MARFA
50th Anniversary of Giant

432/729-4942 or
800/650-9696

1-4
ODESSA

Happy Birthday USA!
432/580-3177

SANDERSON
Fourth of July/

Terrell County Centennial
Celebration

432/345-2863
or 345-2324

1-Sep 3
MIDLAND

(began Jun 17)
Summer Mummers

432/682-4111

2
DEL RIO

Main Street
Market

830/703-5388

2
PRESIDIO

Solitario Tour
432/229-3416

3-4
FORT STOCKTON

Fourth of July Celebration
432/336-2265

4
DEL RIO

July 4 Celebration & Rodeo
830/775-3551

8-9
EL PASO

Noche Flamenca
915/845-7015

8-9, 15-16, 22-23
ODESSA

Little Shop of Horrors
432/337-9595

10
EL PASO

Music Under the Stars:
Yiddishe Cup Klezmer Band

915/541-4481

14-16
EL PASO

The Gondoliers
915/532-7703

FORT STOCKTON
Water Carnival

432/336-2265
or 336-2820

17
EL PASO

Music Under the Stars:
Chuchumbe & Son Jarocho

915/541-4481

22-23
EL PASO

Folklirico Quatli
915/877-7427

24
EL PASO

Music Under the Stars:
Kactus Jazz

915/541-4481

31
EL PASO

Music Under the Stars:
Dervish with Celtic Music

915/541-4481

1-2
HOUSTON

(began Jun 5)
Texas Music Festival

713/743-3313

ROSENBERG
(began Jun 3)

A Streetcar Named Desire
281/437-1458

1-3
WHARTON

Wharton County Freedom Fest
979/532-1862

2
GALVESTON

Fourth of July Parade
409/744-4545

GEORGE RANCH HISTORICAL PARK.
Established in 1824, it has been
home to four gcnertationls of one

family. They fought for freedom,
raised cotton and cattle and
discovered oil. Today it is a
23,000-acre working rcnch an I
every day the family's stories
come to life.

Onen Jaily 9 to 5. 10215 FM 702 lcn)Od, I X 774tm)

2
HARLINGEN

Jackson Street Market Days
956/423-4933

HOUSTON
Women of Jazz-Featuring

the Music of Ella Fitzgerald
713/284-8350

MANVEL
Fourth of July Celebration

281/630-0594

REFUGIO
4th of July Celebration

361/526-5361

SARGENT
Bam Bam Jamboree

979/245-9876
or 244-0416

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Children's Surf Challenge

956/607-8949

2-3
ROCKPORT

Rockport Art Festival
361/729-5519

4
ALVIN

Fourth of July Celebration
281/331-4299

BAYTOWN
July 4th Celebration

281/420-6597

EDNA
Fireworks on the Fourth

361/782-7146

FRIENDSWOOD
July 4 Celebration
281/482-3329

GALVESTON
Fireworks

888/425-4753

HARLINGEN
Fourth of July Celebration

956/412-7223

Fourth of July Parade
956/427-8703

Party in the Park
956/427-8703

HOUSTON
Chevy's

Freedom Over Texas Festival
713/555-9753
or 247-3500

Fourth of July
at Miller Outdoor Theatre

713/224-7575

Houston Symphony's
Summer Symphony Nights

713/284-8350

KEMAH
Fireworks

281/334-9880 or
877/285-3624

ORANGE
Freedom Fest

409/883-3571

PORT ARTHUR
Independence Day

Celebration
409/984-6101

4
RICHMOND

Celebrating Independence
281/343-0218

ROCKPORT
July 4 Fireworks Display

361/729-6445

Patriotic Boat Parade
361/729-6445

ROSENBERG
Family Fourth Celebration

832/595-3520

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Fourth of July Fireworks

Over the Bay
800/767-2373

VICTORIA
July 4 Blastoff

361/485-3200

4-5
BROWNSVILLE

Fourth of July Celebration
956/548-6000

7-10
PORT ARANSAS

Deep Sea Roundup
361/749-6339

7, 14, 21, 28
KEMAH

Rock the Dock
Concert Series

281/334-9880

8-10
HARLINGEN

Melodrama in the Park
956/412-7529

8-10, 15-17
HARLINGEN

The Wizard of Oz
956/412-7529

8, 15, 22, 29, Aug 5
ROSENBERG

Downtown Park on Avenue G
Hot Summer Concerts

832/595-3520

9
WEST COLUMBIA

Brazoria County Bluegrass
979/265-4757

Miss ma's Birthday
979/345-4656

9-10
ROSENBERG

Fort Bend County
Antique Market
512/441-2828

15
VICTORIA

Country Opry
361/552-9347

15-17
PORT ARANSAS
Outboard Fishing

Tournament
361/749-6211

PORT NECHES
Trade Days

409/722-4023
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16
GALVESTON

Artwalk
409/763-2403

VICTORIA
Market Day

361/485-3200

16-17
BROWNSVILLE

Redfish/Surf Fishing
Tournament

956/548-7000
or 266-5050

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Beachcombers Art Show

956/425-4994

18-23
HOUSTON

The Music Man
713/558-2600

23
PORT ARTHUR

Alligator Count & Marsh Tour
409/736-2551

28-30
CLUTE

Great Texas Mosquito Festival
800/371-2971

29-30
HOUSTON

Houston Shakespeare Festival
713/743-3003

PORT ARANSAS
Youth Fishing Tournament

210/695-3016

29-31
BEAUMONT

The Peddler Show
800/775-2774

30
CORPUS CHRISTI

Passion for Plumeria
361/852-2100

30-31
CORPUS CHRISTI

Seashore Marketplace
S361/332-9978

1-3
WIMBERLEY

VFW Rodeo & Dance
512/847-2765

1-4
BRADY

(began Jun 30)
July Jubilee Carnival

325/597-3491

1, 8, 15, 22, 29
BANDERA

Open Rodeo
830/796-3628

2
BUDA

Red, White & Buda
512/295-9999

KYLE
First Saturday Market Day

512/268-4220

Independence Day
Celebration & Fireworks

512/268-5341

2
LEAKEY

July Jubilee
830/232-5222

WIMBERLEY
Market Day

512/847-2201

2-3
HONDO

Market Days
830/426-3037

2-4
KINGSLAN D

Aqua Boom Festival
325/388-6211

LUCKENBACH
4th of July Weekend

Celebration
830/997-3224 or

888/311-8990

2, 9, 16, 23, 30
BANDERA

Cowboys on Main
830/796-3864

3
BRADY

July Jubilee Fireworks
325/597-3491

4
AUSTIN

Fourth of July
Fireworks & Symphony

512/476-6064

CASTROVILLE
Fourth of July Parade

830/931-4070

DRIPPING SPRINGS
Fourth of July Celebration

512/858-4740

FREDERICKSBURG
Children's July 4 Parade

830/997-2503

Fourth of July
Parade & Program
830/997-6891

or 997-4379

HONDO
July 4 Celebration & Fireworks

830/426-3037

JOHNSON CITY
Fourth of July

Spangle-Dangle
830/868-5700

or 868-7684

KERRVILLE
Community Patriotic

Sing-Along
830/257-0809

Fourth of July on the River
Concert

830/792-8387

Hill Country Auto Club
Open Car Show
830/257-3727

LAKEHILLS
Fourth of July

Parade & Barbecue
800/364-3833

MARBLE FALLS
Fireworks in the Park

830/693-2815

OZONA
Knights of Columbus
Independence Day

Celebration
325/392-1321

4
ROUND ROCK

July 4 Frontier Days
Celebration

512/218-5540

SAN MARCOS
Summerfest

888/200-5620

STONEWALL
Cannon Shoot

830/644-2681

WIMBERLEY
Community Chorus & Band

Patriotic Concert
512/847-2201

July 4 Parade
512/847-2201

4-10
LAM PASAS

Spring Ho Festival
512/556-5301

5, 12, 19, 26
BANDERA

Open Rodeo
830/796-3628

5, 19
BOERNE

Abendkonzerte
Summer Evening Concert

830/537-4367

6-23
AUSTIN

Austin Chamber Music
Festival

512/454-7562

7
ROUND ROCK

Main Street Artisan Stroll
512/341-8788

7-23
INGRAM

The Lion, The Witch
& The Wardrobe
830/367-5121

7-9, 14-17, 21-24
BULVERDE

Sarah, Plain and Tall
830/438-2339

7, 14, 21, 28
AUSTIN

Nature Nights
512/292-4200

7-Aug 6
NEW BRAUNFELS

Oliver!
830/625-4824

8-9
LAM PASAS

Spring Ho Barbecue Cookoff
512/556-5172

MASON
Roundup Weekend
325/347-5758

9
AUSTIN

Farmers Market
Watermelon Festival

512/236-0074

Hill Country Doll Show
830/606-5868

BURNED
Bluegrass in the Park

512/793-2223

9
CASTROVILLE

Market Trail Day
830/741-3841

JOHNSON CITY
Farmers & Artisans

Market Day
830/868-5700

or 868-7684

KERRVILLE
Second Saturday Art Trail

830/895-5184

LAM PASAS
Toughest 10-K in Texas

512/556-5172

9-10
AUSTIN

Spirit Echoes Fine Art Festival
512/345-0706

SAN SABA
Youth Rodeo

325/372-5416

9-16
ROUND ROCK

102nd Williamson County
Old Settlers Celebration

512/388-1733
or 680-8093

9, 23
BURNET

Simple Sounds
Concert in the Caverns

512/756-4680 or
877/441-2283

KERRVILLE
Kerr County Market Day

830/895-7962

9-Aug 11
INGRAM

Hill Country Arts Foundation
Regional Juried Exhibit

830/367-5120

10
GRUENE

Gospel Brunch
with a Texas Twist
830/629-5077

or 606-1601

KERRVILLE
Second Sunday

Summer Serenade
830/257-0809

13
NEW BRAUNFELS

Comal Country Music Show
830/629-4547

14
KERRVILLE

Youth Art Exhibit
830/895-2911

15-16
FREDERICKSBURG

Night in Old Fredericksburg
830/997-8515 or

866/839-3378

MARBLE FALLS
Rodeo

830/693-3548

TAYLOR
Rodeo

512/352-8720

15-17
BANDERA

Blue Moon Benefit Trail Ride
830/393-7037

or 796-4413

Escape To The Wilds Of

Glen Rose
"Dinosaur; Capital af Texas"

" Barnaro Mill Art Museum
* Brazos & Paluxy Rivers
* Creation Evidence Museum
e Dinosaur Valley State Park
" Fossil Rim Wildlife Center
" The Promise
* Somervell County Museum

And Much More!!
Named America's

Dream Town fur 2004
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Summer~
Island Styl!

Start your summer off right
with a trip to Port Aransas!
You'l have buckets of
family fun on the beach,
swimming and fishing,:
or in town dining and
shopping. With so!
many things to do,
plan on staying a
while and make
reservations early! ,
Summer~ /4;ijI:$,
Island Style,
only in Port Al

MUSTANG ISLAND

Texas-Island Style

15-17
FREDERICKSBURG

Trade Days
830/990-4900 or

210/846-4094

16
BLANCO

Market Day
830/833-2211

or 833-0260

CASTROVILIE
Catfish Kid Fish
830/931-2133

16-17
AUSTIN

Greater Austin Pond Tour
512/627-3483

GRUENE
0 d Gruene Market Days

830/832-1721

UVALDE
Animal Shelter

Arts & Crafts Show
830/278-2846

or 278-1407

20, 27
AUSTIN

Clifford Antone's
History of Blues
& Rock-n-Roll
512/329-6753

21-Aug 6
KERRVILLE

My Fair Lady
830/896-9393

23-30
MEDINA

Texas International
Apple Festival

830/589-7224

24
SONORA

Outlaw Pro Rodeo &
County Team Roping

325/387-2880

25-30
UVALDE

Sahawe Indian Dancers
Summer Ceremonials

830/278-2016
or 278-3361

28
MASON

Country Opry
325/347-5758

29
AUSTIN

Tuck & Patti
512/329-6753

29-31
FREDERICKSBURG

Texas Hill Country Swap Meet
325/388-2223

30-31
ELDORADO

Running of the Bull Festival
325/853-2434

1-2
STAMFORD

(began Jun 29)
Texas Cowboy Reunion

325/773-2411
or 773-3455

1-3
AMARILLO
Will Rogers

Range Riders Rodeo
806/355-2212

POST
Old Mill Trade Days
806/495-3529 or
866/433-OMTD

1-2, 8-10, 15-17, 21-23
CISCO

Big Country Dinner Theatre
at the Hilton

254/442-5000

1-2, 8-9, 15-16,
22-23, 29-30

AMARILLO
Western Melodrama

800/657-7177

1-Aug 20
CANYON

(began Jun 2)
TEXAS Legacies
806/655-2181

2
AMARILLO

Ice Cream Social
806/352-6007

COLORADO CITY
July 4 Celebration
325/728-3403

GOODLETT
Gospel Jubilee

940/674-2477

POSSUM KINGDOM
Fireworks at Hell's Gate

940/779-2424

SAN ANGELO
Petroglyph Tour
325/949-4757

2-3
ABILENE

NBHA Barrel Racing
325/677-4376

SWEETWATER
Cutting Horse Show

325/235-5488

3
BIG SPRING

Pops in the Park
432/263-4033

or 263-8235

MINERAL WELLS
Cowboy Campfire
Music & Poetry
940/328-1171

SAN ANGELO
Pops Concert & Fireworks

325/653-9577

Sounds of America
325/658-5877

3-4
ANDREWS

Fourth of July Celebration
432/523-2375

SNYDER
July 4 Celebration
325/573-3558

4
AMARILLO

Amarillo Globe-News
Fireworks

806/376-4488

BIG SPRING
Funtastic Fourth Festival

432/263-8235
or 394-4908

4

CHILDRESS
July 4 Festivities in the Park

940/937-3210

CISCO
Fourth of July Celebration

254/442-2537

COLORADO CITY
43rd Annual

Fly-In Breakfast
325/728-3403

or 728-2542

DALHART
July 4 Celebration
806/244-5646

DUMAS
America's Celebration

806/935-2123 or
888/840-8911

GRAHAM
Red, White & You
800/256-4844

LUBBOCK
Fourth on Broadway

806/749-2929

National Trails Day
806/742-1116

SAN ANGELO
Fourth of July at Fort Concho

325/481-2646

SLATON
July 4 Festival

806/828-6238

STRATFORD
Fourth of July Celebration

806/366-2260

SWEETWATER
Fourth of July

Parade & Fireworks
325/235-5488

VERNON
VFD Fireworks

940/553-1782

8-9
CLAUDE

Caprock Roundup
806/335-3324

9
ABILENE

Southwest Invitational
Team Roping

325/677-4376

LUBBOCK
Archaeology Family Day

806/742-1116

Ranch Dance
806/742-0498

9-10
SWEETWATER

West Texas Rodeo Association
325/235-3484

14
ABILENE
Arfwalk

325/677-8389

15-16
CHILDRESS
Old Settlers

Rodeo & Reunion
940/585-6092

16
SAN ANGELO

Campfire Concert
325/481-2646

16
SLATON

Caprock Classic Car Club
Show & Cruise
806/828-6238

16-17
ABILENE

Team Roping
325/677-4376

16-Aug 13
QUANAH

Summer Art Show
940/839-4331

22-23
COLEMAN

Junior Rodeo
325/625-4161

23
BUFFALO GAP

Tour de Gap
325/695-6311

SEAGRAVES
Celebrate Seagraves

806/387-2593

SWEETWATER
Charlotte Kendrick in Concert

325/235-5488

24-30
ABILENE

Texas State 4-H Horse Show
State Finals

325/677-4376

24-31
SWEETWATER

AJRA National Finals Rodeo
325/235-3484

28-30
BROWNWOOD

Brown County Rodeo
& Parade

325/646-9535

29-30
AMARILLO

Kwahadi Indian Dancers
806/335-3175

KNOX CITY
Seedless Watermelon Festival

& Classic Car Show
940/658-3442

STRATFORD
Ranch Rodeo & Jamboree

806/366-2260

29-31
SAN ANGELO

NCHA Cutting Horse Series
325/653-7785

PINEY WOODS

1-2
HUGHES SPRINGS
Hometown Fourth

& Barbecue Cookoff
903/639-2351

1-24
KILGORE

(began Jun 23)
Texas Shakespeare Festival

903/983-8601

2
GILMER

East Texas Yamboree
Fourth of July

Celebration & Fireworks
903/843-2413
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Celebrate the nation's 229th birthday on July 4.

2
NEW BOSTON

Trade Day
903/628-2581

RUSK
Fourth of July
Celebration

903/683-4242

2-3
CONROE

Big 12 Little Britches Rodeo
936/441-4222

2-4
CONROE

Spirit of America Weekend
877/426-6763

3
LONGVIEW

Fourth of July Fireworks
903/237-1230

4
GLAD EWATER

July 4 Fireworks
800/627-0315

HUNTSVILLE
Old-Fashioned
Fourth of July
Celebration

936/295-8113 or
800/289-0389

JACKSONVILLE
July 4 Fireworks Display

903/586-2217 or
800/376-2217

JASPER
Fourth of July Concert

409/384-5231

Independence Day
Celebration

409/384-2626

JEFFERSON
Jefferson Salutes America
Fourth of July Celebration

903/665-2672 or
888/467-3529

LIVINGSTON
Red, White & Blue Parade,

Kid Fest & Fireworks
936/327-3656

4
NACOGDOCHES

Freedom Fest
888/653-3788

NEW BOSTON
Freedom Fest Celebration

903/628-2581

7
CONROE

Concert in the Park
936/539-4431

8-10
LONGVIEW

Great Texas Balloon Race
903/237-4040

8-9, 15-16, 22-23
CONROE

The Foreigner
936/441-SHOW

11-16
JACKSONVILLE
Western Week

903/586-2217 or
800/376-2217

11-22
CONROE

Pioneer Days
936/539-6873

13-16
JACKSONVILLE

Tops in Texas Rodeo
903/586-2217 or
800/376-2217

15-17
LIVINGSTON
Trade Days

936/327-3656

TYLER
Market Center

903/595-2223

16
CLEVELAND

Arts & Crafts Show
281/592-1174

JASPER
Floating the Forks
409/384-5231

17
JEFFERSON

Heritage Triathlon
903/665-2672

29-30
NAPLES

67th Watermelon Festival
903/897-2037

29-3 1
HENDERSON

You're a Good Man,
Charlie Brown

903/657-2968

1
FORT WORTH

Fort Worth Symphony
817/665-6000

GRAND PRAIRIE
Lone Star Park
Fresa Stakes

972/263-7223

1-2
RICHARDSON
Guys & Dolls

972/233-7106

ROUND TOP
Chamber Music Concert

979/249-3129

SEGUIN
Freedom Fiesta
830/401-2448

or 379-6382

WACO
Belt Buckle Bonanza

254/776-1660

1-3
ATHENS

Heritage Classic
Morgan Horse Show

903/677-6354

CLEBURNE
South Pacific

817/558-7197

DESOTO
BMX ABA Super Nationals

972/224-6664

FORT WORTH
(began Jun 20)

American Paint Horse
Association

World Championship Show
817/871-8150

WEATHERFORD
First Monday Trade Days

817/598-4351

1-4
BELTON

4th of July Celebration
& PRCA Rodeo
254/939-3551

DALLAS
Master Chef Tournament

302/372-3245 or
972/335-1267

GARLAND
Star Spangled Fourth

972/205-2749

GLEN ROSE
Team Roping

903/677-3757

1-4, 8-9, 15-16,
22-23, 29-30

GRANBURY
Granbury Live

800/989-8240

2
BASTROP

Patriotic Festival
512/321-2419

CARROLLTON
Red, White, Rock & Roll

972/242-4490

CORSICANA
Opry

903/872-8226

DALLAS
Dallas Symphony

Summer Casual Classics
214/692-0203

ELGIN
Market Day

512/285-4299

GRAND PRAIRIE
Alysheba

Breeders' Cup Stakes
& Lone Star Oaks
972/263-7223

MOUNT VERNON
Lakeside Fireworks

Celebration
903/537-4365

ROUND TOP
Festival Hill Orchestra Concert

979/249-3129

SHINER
Half Moon Holidays

866/594-3882

STEPHENVILLE
Cross Timbers Country Opry

254/965-4132

SULPHUR SPRINGS
Sandcastle Contest

903/395-3100
or 945-5256

2-4
GRANBURY

Old-Fashioned 4th of July
Celebration

817/573-1622 or
800/950-2212

2, 9, 16, 23, 30
COLUMBUS

Opry
979/732-9210

MANSFIELD
Farmers Market
817/483-4278

3
ADDISON

Kaboom Town
800/233-4766

DALLAS
Dallas Symphony Orchestra

& Fireworks Finale
214/939-2701

FARMERS BRANCH
Independence Day

Celebration
972/919-2620

GRAND PRAIRIE
Lone Stars & Stripes

972/263-7223
or 237-8100

ROUND TOP
Annual Patriotic Concert

979/249-3129

SNOOK
SPJST Fun Day

Celebration
979/272-3732

or 272-3132

Lake Conroe Area
N ^ N

Call 1.877.4.CONROE or visit us
on the web at

www.lakeconroetx.org
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3

SOUTHLAKE
Stars & Stripes
817/748-8104

WEIMAR
Sts. Cyril and Methodius

Church Picnic
979/263-5718

or 725-9511

3-4
WAXAHACHIE

Crape Myrtle Festival
& Driving Trail

972/937-2390

4
ARLINGTON

Fourth of July
Parade & Fireworks

817/303-5700

4
ATHENS

Old-Fashioned Fourth
Fireworks at the Fishery

888/294-2847

BELTON
86th Annual Fourth of July
Patriotic Program & Parade

254/939-3551

BONHAM
Fireworks at Lake Bonham

903/583-4811

BRYAN
July 4 Picnic & Free Concert

979/778-9463

CHAPPELL HILL
Fourth of July Parade

979/836-5967
or 836-5962

CLEBURNE
July 4 Parade,

Celebration & Fireworks
817/645-2455

COLLEGE STATION
"I Love America" Fourth of July

Celebration
979/779-6100

COLUMBUS
Texas' Oldest

Independence Day
Celebration

979/732-8385 or
877/444-7339

COMANCHE
Fourth of July Fireworks

Celebration
325/356-3233

4
COMMERCE

July 4 Celebration
in the Park

903/886-3950

CUERO
Fourth of July Fireworks

Celebration
361/275-3476

Grace Episcopal
Young Patriots Parade
& July 4 Family Fun

Carnival
361/275-0655

DEANVILLE
Sons of Hermann
July 4 Celebration
979/596-1309

- ,

OFFICIAL
Don't Mess with Texas

MERCIHANDISE

T-shirt
(Shown in navy)

Mug Preshrunk, 100% cotton
Holds 20 ounces (Gray is 90% cotton, 10% polyester)

#37123 $8sods .50c
Adult sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

Cap Navy #38123.......$12.00 ($17.00 XXL)

Embroidered emblem Gray #38125.......$12.00 ($17.00 XXL)

100% cotton, navy White #38121......$11.00 ($15.00 XXL)

Adjustable strap closure Youth sizes: S (6-81, M (10-12), L (14-16)

#38120.......$16.00 White #38122.......$12.00

To order, call 1-800-839-4997
Or visit www.texashighways.com

You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop at 150 E. Riverside, Austin
Shipping and tax are additional. 5F52

4
DENTON

Fourth of July Jubilee
Liberty Fun Run
940/349-8289

DESOTO
Old-Fashioned Fourth

972/230-9648

ELGIN
Fourth of July Celebration

512/281-2477

FORT WORTH
LaGrave Field

Freedom Fireworks
817/226-CATS

Willie Nelson's
Fourth of July Picnic

817/624-7117

FRISCO
Freedom Fest
972/335-5555

GIDDINGS
Country Music Monday

979/366-9341

VFD Fourth of July Celebration
979/540-2717

GRAND PRAIRIE
Fourth of July Fireworks

817/467-2104 or
972/263-7223

GRAPEVINE
Fireworks Extravaganza

Over Lake Grapevine
817/410-3185

GREENVILLE
Fourth of July Extravaganza

903/455-1400

IRVING
Independence Day Parade

972/721-2501

Tribute to America
972/252-2787

KAUFMAN
July 4 Parade

972/932-2216

LEWISVILLE
Red, White & Lewisville

972/219-3836

LEXINGTON
Fireworks in the Park

979/773-4337

LOCKHART
Fourth of July

Family Picnic & Fireworks
512/398-2818 or
877/519-7057

PLANO
All-American Fourth
Parade & Fireworks
972/424-7547

or 941-7250

RICHARDSON
Family Fourth Celebration

972/744-4580

ROUND TOP
Independence Day

Celebration
979/249-3151

or 249-4042

S EG U IN
Fourth of July Celebration

830/401-2448
or 379-6382

WACO
Fourth on the Brazos
254/750-5627

4
WASHINGTON

Fireworks on the Brazos
936/878-2214

4-9
GONZALES

Texas High School Rodeo
Finals

361/368-2989

4-15
FORT WORTH

Mimir
Chamber Music Festival

817/257-5443

5, 12
LEWISVILLE

Sounds of Lewisville
Concert Series
972/219-3400

or 219-3836

5-24
FORT WORTH

Natl Cutting Horse Assn
Summer Cutting Spectacular

817/244-6188

6-10
ATHENS

Summer Jubilee
903/677-6354

7
ROUND TOP
Young Artist

Chamber Music Program
979/249-3129

7-9
ROCKDALE

Jubilee Days
512/446-2030

8-9
ROUND TOP

Chamber Music Concert
979/249-3129

8-10
DALLAS

Taste of Dallas
in the West End
214/741-7185

or 741-7180

8-24
DENTON

Always, Patsy Cline
800/733-7014

8, 15, 22, 29
TEMPLE

Hot Summer Sounds
800/479-0338

9
ANDERSON

Stagecoach Day
936/873-2633

BASTROP
Pine Street
Market Day

512/303-6233

BOWIE
Concert Under the Stars

940/872-6246

DALLAS
Bastille Day Celebration

972/447-2055

FORT WORTH
Easter Seals

Walk With Me 5-K
817/536-8693
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9
GRAND PRAIRIE

Antique Tractor Show
972/647-2331

Texas Stallion Stakes
972/263-7223

McDADE
57th Annual

McDade Watermelon Festival
512/273-0018

ROUND TOP
Orchestra Concert
979/249-3129

WEATHERFORD
Parker County Peach Festival

817/596-3801 or
888/594-3801

9-10
BELTON

Sami Arts & Crafts Show
512/441-7133

BOWIE
Second Monday Trade Days

940/872-1680
or 872-4180

WALLIS
Arts & Crafts Show

979/885-2164

WAXAHACHIE
Depression Glass Show

972/286-2699

9-10, 23-24
STEPHENVILLE

Chicken House Flea Market
254/968-0888

9, 16, 23, 30
ADDISON
July Jazz

800/233-4766

10
SWEET HOME

Polka & Chicken Fest
361/293-2213

or 293-9034

14-17
GREENVILLE
Hunt County

Rodeo & Festival
214/543-6470

14-17, 21-23
ATHENS

Cats
903/675-3908

15
ATHENS

Pea Pickers
Square & Round Dance

903/675-1665

DALLAS
Late Night at the

Dallas Museum of Art
214/922-1200

ROUND TOP
Chamber Music Concert

979/249-3129

15-16
ATHENS

Lone Star
Cutting Horse Show

903/677-6354

GLEN ROSE
Mays' Bluegrass

Picking' Under the Stars
254/897-2321

15-17
FORT WORTH

Gran Fiesta de Fort Worth
214/855-1881

McKINNEY
Third Monday Trade Days

972/562-5466

15-17, 22-24
DALLAS

Summer Boat Show
469/549-0673

16
ROUND TOP
Festival Hill

Orchestra Concert
979/249-3129

16-17
KILLEEN

Coloring Outside the Lines
254/634-7107

17
CH RI ESMAN

Watermelon Festival
& 5-K Fun Run & Walk

979/567-3987

17-22
LEWISVILLE

Firefighter Olympics
972/436-5949 or
800/657-9571

17, 29
RICHARDSON

Community Band
Summer Series
972/673-8256

18
LA GRANGE

Fayette County
Country Music Opry

979/968-5117

20-23
CLIFTON

Central Texas
Fair & Rodeo

800/344-3720

20-Aug 14
ROUND TOP

Shakespeare at Winedale
979/278-3530

21-Aug 14
ADDISON
Cabaret

972/450-6232

22-23
COMANCHE

64th Annual Open Rodeo
325/356-3233

22-24
ARLINGTON

Sports Collectibles &
Memorabilia Show
713/666-9595

BRENHAM
Antique Farm & Equipment

Show
979/836-5014 or

888/273-6426

DENISON
The Vietnam Wall Experience

903/465-2323

PLANO
International

Martial Arts Championships
972/680-7888

22-31
RICHARDSON

The Wizard of Oz
972/690-5029

22-24, 29-31
BRYAN

West Side Story
979/696-2787

GARLAND
Crazy For You

972/205-2790

22-Aug 13
IRVING

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
972/252-ARTS

23
GRANBURY

Classic Car Show
817/797-1197

GRAND PRAIRIE
Festival de la Familia

972/647-2331

Snow White &
the Seven Dwarfs
972/642-2787

GRAPEVINE
Kayak Adventure

on Lake Grapevine
214/629-4794

NAVASOTA
Western Swing

979/779-2286

SOUTHLAKE
Zack King

817/283-3406

23, 30
SALADO

Salado Legends
254/947-9205

23-24, 30-31
BRENHAM

Crush for Fun
979/830-8463

BRYAN
Messina Hof

Harvest Weekends
979/778-9463

24
McKINNEY

Living History Day
972/562-8790

Take Me Out to the Ba/lgame
972/562-8790

25
LOCKHART

Lockhart Opry
512/281-3854

27
KELLER

Town Hall Patio Concert
817/283-3406

27-30
BONHAM

Kueckelhan Ranch Rodeo
903/583-5337

HICO
Old Settlers Reunion

800/361-HIlCD

29-30
RICHARDSON

Lelisir d'amore
972/744-4650

29-31
MOULTON

Town & Country Jamboree
361/596-7205

30
CLEBURNE

Goatneck 100-K Bike Ride
817/556-4000

FRISCO
Car Show

214/394-9081
or 704-1552

GONZALES
Courthouse Trade Day

830/672-6532

SOMERVILLE
Somerfest at the Lake

979/272-1835

1-2
LAREDO

250th Anniversary
Celebration:

7 Flags-7 Cultures Festival
800/361-3360

1-4
SAN ANTONIO

Arts & Crafts Fair
210/227-4262

2
GOLIAD

Stars & Stripes Jubilee
361/645-3454

2-3
SAN ANTONIO
Freedom Fest

210/207-8600

4
EAGLE PASS

Fourth of July Celebration
888/355-3224

Maverick County
Regional Fajita Cookoff

888/355-3224

THREE RIVERS
Brush Country

Music Jamboree
361/786-3334

8, 15, 22, 29
SAN ANTONIO

Balcones Heights Jazz Festival
210/735-9137

-- 9
BEEVILLE

Hotter Than Ever
Bicycle Classic

361/358-3267

GOLIAD
Market Day

361/645-3563

15
SAN ANTONIO
Gartenkonzert

210/222-1521

23
EAGLE PASS

La Fiesta Del Toro
Pro Bull Riding

888/355-3224

23-24
SAN ANTONIO

Conjunto Shootout
210/207-8600

TEXAS

A Little Bit Of
Everything Good.

Every rummer, Seguin sparkles

and sings! Join us June 3-4 for

Fiestas Juan Seguin and every Sunday

in June fur Central Park Concerts.

Freedom Fiesta offers fun &

m-sic galore, July I-2.

And on July 4 th take in the

"Biggest Small Town Parade in Texas,"

then eat, shop, play, and wrap up
the day with our firework display.
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TIMELY TRAVEL TIDBITS &
TIPS FROM OUR READERS

eera

A-

tiose ie O;uunL I u ui u i ij kmnd. Just off the inter
(in North Central Texas), the new Starship Pegasus
entertainment.

SO THAT'S WHAT THAT IS!
IF YOU'VE TRAVELED 1-35E NEAR THE
town of Italy recently, you've probably wondered
about the domed structure with the alien look.
Wonder no more. The distinctive "Monolithic
Dome" houses Starship Pegasus, a restau-
rant that forms the first phase of a complex
that focuses on science, outer space, and
astronomy.

Starship Pegasus offers foods such as subs,
wraps, salads, and pizzas in a family-friendly
atmosphere. You can also enjoy a game of
"Lunar Miniature Golf" on the site, as well as an
arcade that features video games. On Satur-
days, puppeteer Patt Strain of Corsicana stages
two shows, at 11 a.m. and 4 p.m., and conducts
a class beginning at 1 p.m. on creating puppets
and puppet shows.

Starship Pegasus is on the northeast corner
of 1-35E and Exit 386 (100 Kinfolk Lane). Call
972/483-7755; www.starshippegasus.com.

VERVE IN IRVING
IRVING KICKS OFF SUMMER WITH THE
15th Annual Irving Heritage Festival, June 10-
11, in the town's Heritage District (near the cor-
ner of 2nd and Main). You can watch craftspeo-
ple demonstrate time-honored 19th- and early-
20th-Century skills, such as blacksmithing,
ropemaking, quilting, and butter-churning. At

the historic Caster Cabin in Heritage Park, you'll
learn about life in the late 1800s from folks
dressed in costumes reflecting that era.

Other entertainment includes arts and crafts
booths, live music,
street performers,
mule and pig races,
and Old West gun-
fights. In addition, tra-
ditional country-fair
booths offer dunking
tanks, hot dog-eat-
ing contests, pie toss-
es, and sack races,
while international
stage acts feature
African dance and
drumming, Chinese
lion dances, and fla-

rstate, near the town of Italy menco dancers.
offers food and otherworldly tefs.i

This year, the festi-

val coincides with the
grand opening of the new Irving Fire and Police
Museum (137 E. 2nd). Here, you can view the
city's first jail, vintage fire trucks and equip-
ment, and lots of memorabilia and tributes
honoring Irving's police and fire departments.

Although general admission to the festival is
free, there is a charge of $5 to $15 for shows
on Friday evening. Call 972/721-2655; www.
irvingheritagefestival.com.

WIESS RE-ENERGIZED
THE WORLD-RENOWNED WIESS ENERGY
Hall at the Houston Museum of Natural
Science reopened on May 6 after extensive ren-
ovations.

The newly upgraded exhibit's high-resolution,
giant screens, with touch-screen interactive
capabilities, utilize the latest in computer ani-
mation to explore energy and its sources.
Hands-on displays include a five-foot-tall scale
model of a wind turbine and a "wireline well
log" that probes an oil well with retractable sen-
sors to look for oil.

Eleven sections in the hall categorize the evo-
lution of energy, from formation and geology to
exploration and production. The "Energy Ex-
cursions Theater" provides a 160-degree, wrap-
around movie experience that whisks viewers
from the roof of the museum across the coun-
try and beneath oceans while exploring the

Note: Some of these places open for only
part of the week, or part of the day, so be
sure to call ahead before you hit the road.

AT THE TopWater Grill in San Leon, near
Texas City, my friend chowed down on fried
oysters, and I tried the oysters-on-the-half-
shell and fried shrimp...all delicious. We also
enjoyed the unusual appetizers: "torpedoes"
(lightly fried, crabmeat-stuffed jalapenos)
and "sinkers" (shrimp and oysters wrapped
with bacon, also lightly fried).

GEORGE WESTFALL, Dallas

TopWater Grill is at 815 Ave. 0 and 9th St.;
281/339-1232.

ANGIE'S Country Kitchen in Houston
serves a Texas-size breakfast. It's so delec-
table that you'll want to wait around for lunch.

RAQUEL CORTEZ, Commerce, California

Angie's Country Kitchen is at 11708 Hemp-
stead Hwy. (US 290); 713/957-1320.

ENJOYED the great food at Peete Mesquite
BBQ and the wonderful pies at the Blue
Bonnet Cafe in Marble Falls. Both places
are fantastic.

MARGUERITE F. REED, Frankfort, Indiana

Peete Mesquite BBQ is at 2407 US 281;
830/693-6531. Blue Bonnet Cafe is at 211
US 281; 830/693-2344.

FOR awesome steaks, big burgers, and
great chicken-fried steak, I heartily recom-
mend the Maverick Grill in Floresville. The
prices don't make you dig deep in your
pocket, and there's not a thing on the menu
that's not excellent, including the fajitas.

DIANA ALVAREZ, Floresville

Maverick Grill is at 6671 US 181N;
830/216-2712.

major sources of energy in the United States.
Don't miss the other fascinating areas of the

Houston Museum of Natural Science (One Her-
mann Circle Dr.); 713/639-4629; www.hmns.org.

Next month...Keeping cool is the
rule, as we explore Longhorn Cavern State
Park, float the sea-green river at Guada-
lupe River State Park, take a dip into
Krause Springs, and devour a dip (or two)
of some of the state's best ice cream. We'll
find coastal pleasures in Palacios, too.
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IF YOU KNOW OF A NOTEWORTHY LONE STAR ATTRACTION, RESTAURANT, EVENT, OR PRODUCT, WRITE OR

EMAIL: Readers Recommend, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters05@texashighways.
com. Space constraints prevent us from publishing every suggestion we receive. We reserve the right to edit items.
Because we're unable to check out every item in "Readers Recommend," and details can change, please call ahead for
more information. For more TexCetera items, see "Travel News" on our Web site: www.texashighways.com.
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MULTIPLE EXPOSURES combined into a single image track the path of kite-boarder
Robbie Naish as he glides off the deck of the U.S.S. Lexington in Corpus Christi.
The photo shoot/stunt pushed the envelope of the sport, because the aircraft
carrier-turned-museum's flight deck stands 52 feet above the waterline.
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