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Announcing an Upcoming HACCP Distance Learning Opportunity
Implementation of hazard analysis and preventative
food safety controls by feed manufacturers is re-
quired in the 2011 Food Safety Modernization Act
(FSMA). Many feed firms have already begun to im-
plement preventative controls using Hazard Analysis
and Critical Control Point (HACCP) principles to
address their customers' needs, retain competitive-
ness in a global market, and prepare for the FDA reg-
ulations, published in Fall 2015. The online course,
offered January 25-April 1, 2016 will equip feed

manufacturers with tools and practices to develop a
HACCP plan in a team environment. The course is con-
stantly updated to reflect new science involving feed haz-
ards and changing regulations. Students who successfully
complete all course assignments earn a Texas A&M Uni-
versity Certificate of Completion with an International
HACCP Alliance seal, and members of the American
Registry of Professional Animal Scientists are eligible to
earn 8 continuing education units.

Fall OTSC Advisory Committee Meeting
The OTSC advisory committee met Oct. 2, 2015 in
College Station. Action items from the meeting in-
clude aligning fertilizer grade policy, rule and prac-
tices. The topic will be revisited during the Spring
2016 meeting; a subcommittee will provide input in
advance of the meeting.

Donnie Dipple discussed the impact of Responsible

Ag on fertilizer industry compliance with federal

OTSC Building Expansion Update
The building expansion for the Office of the Texas
State Chemist, part of Texas A&M AgriLife Re-
search, is underway and on schedule for completion
in mid-February or early March 2016. There are four
phases in this construction project, and Phase 1
(foundation) is complete. The remaining phases cur-
rently in progress include:

Phase 2 (structure) - 70 percent complete, walls are
up, concrete on the roof is finished, the roof is being
dried in and windows are being installed;

Phase 3 (interiors) - In the beginning stages with
metal studs being installed and plumbing and HVAC
being roughed in; and

Work Phase 4 (site work) - Work has not yet begun.

safety regulations and the level of participation in Texas.
The annual budget and industry compliance history were
discussed.
New members of the advisory committee include: David
Volleman, Suzy Davis, Josh Birdwell and Jake Pieniazek.
Outgoing members include A.J. Kresta, A.J. Rath, and
Mark Hebert. The new chair is Scott Piercy and vice-chair
is Ben Weinheimer.
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