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Kudos to Joe Slocum, who
came away from last month's
Texas Travel Counselors Confer-

ence with the 1996 TxDOT
Roadrunner Award. Each
year Travel and Information
Division employees honor a trav-

el counselor who is recognized
among all others as providing the
most outstanding service to the
traveling public. Since Joe began
work as a travel counselor in the
1-800 phone center in Austin in
1992, he has made it his mission
to learn everything there is to

know about Texas. Coworkers

say he can even give directions to
almost anywhere in the state
without looking at a map. And
he has an uncanny knack for
remembering the names of peo-
ple, towns and attractions. One
TIC manager said when she
retires and calls the 1-800 number

for information, she sure hopes
she gets Joe Slocum on the line.

Congratulations to another deserv-
ing winner at last month's TTCC,
Tag Taggart, who was honored
with the Travel and Information
Division's Gene Phillips Hos-
pitality Award for his long-
standing contributions to the Texas

travel industry. Tag got bit by
the tourism bug in 1972 when he
opened Traders Village in Grand

Prairie. Since then, his devotion
to tourism has been unwavering.
In the 1970s, he served on the
board of the Discover Texas Associ-
ation and helped lay the founda-
tion for the industry. He lobbied
the legislature with amazing per-

sistence, and would sit down with
anyone who would listen to tell
them about the important role
tourism plays in Texas. Through-
out the years. he continued to be

active, serving on the TTIA board Dallas will join an elite list of enue for the Dallas-Fort Worth
of directors. Thanks, Tag, for Texas cities on June 15 with the Metroplex. The inaugural race
being on our team and for being opening of the TI Founders could be as early as this fall.
our friend. IMAX Theater at The Science

Place in Fair Park. According
to the Dallas C&VB, the new P L A C E S

C 0 M I N G U P built-to-purpose theater will be

made of the newest generation of Some Texas newspapers have
For the past two years, visitors to equipment, unmatched anywhere. reported the demise of Ralph the
Dallas have watched the laying The IMAX is part of a $13-million Swimming Pig at Aquarena
of tracks and the erection of plat- expansion project at the Science Springs in San Marcos.
forms for the Downtown Place that includes an atrium Hall "Stop the presses. It just isn't
Transit Mall. Beginning in of Science, a new entrance and true," shouted Jan Hardin at the
June, they can step from the plat- additional classroom space. For San Marcos C&VB. "Ralph is
forms onto operational trains. more info, call 214/428-5555. alive and well, and will continue
The first segment of the light rail to thrive as one of the park's most
transportation system will run Texas Motor Speedway, popular attractions." Southwest
from the eastern edge of down- under construction on Fort Texas State University, since pur-
town Dallas to the Dallas Zoo, Worth's north side, continues to chasing Aquarena Springs in
with stops at the Convention make headlines as the world's 1994, is starting to realize how
Center, the West End Historic premier racing facility. The Fort they can give the general public
District and other downtown des- Worth C&VB reports the speed- access to the resources available
tinations. By December, trains way initially will seat 150,000 from SWT by involving their
will carry passengers from down- spectators, second only to India- music, drama and biology depart-
town northward through an napolis, with an additional 13,000 ments in special performance
underground tunnel to the inter- seats planned for 205 luxury sky- activities. Since the $14.95
section of Mockingbird Lane and boxes surrounding the track. As entrance fee was eliminated, visi-
North Central Expressway. And the only racing facility in the tors can now enjoy the endan-
by March 1997, passengers on world with dueled-banked turns, gered species exhibit, the hanging
that line can continue northward the park will have the ability to gardens and historical displays for
to the Central/Park Lane area. host the two most popular forms free. And guests can still pur-
Within the coming years, officials of motorsports - Indy-style rac- chase rides on the popular glass-
say a 53-mile system should be in ing and stock cars. Researchers bottom boats. The park will
place. For schedule information, predict the speedway will gener- remain open year round. For
call 214/979-1111. All aboard. ate $160 million in annual rev- details, call 512/245-7575.
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THE COMFORTS OF HOME A four-year, multimillion-
dollar renovation project, which began in January,
will transform the 108-year-old Dallas Zoo into a

quality attraction. Renovation includes plans to

replace existing cages with more natural settings
that allow for better viewing, happier animals

and more animals to showcase. A new entrance
plaza, better chimpanzee and tiger exhibits, a bigger children's

zoo and a new animal health-care facility are also in the works.
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Those interested in water recre-

ational activities in the New
Braunfels area can now get up-

to-the-minute information on the

Guadalupe and Comal Rivers.

Jim Scheele, director of the
C&VB, said water enthusiasts
can call the bureau's toll-free
number at 1-800-572-2626 for
the most accurate updates on the
rivers' flow. Happy tubing.

Schlitterbahn Waterpark in
New Braunfels opens the sea-

son with Blastenhoff, a great

new adventure area guaranteed to

thrill young and old. The action-
packed addition will include The
Torrent, the world's first hyperac-
tion river, the Master Blaster, a

six-story uphill water coaster,

Black Knight black tunnel slides,
the Wolfpack family tubing area
and a huge beach. The 1996
schedule begins April 27. For

details, call 210/625-2351.

SplashTown Waterpark in
Spring, just north of Houston,

will debut a $1-million attraction
the first part of May. Tree
House Island will open as a
five-story, 5,000-square-foot
interactive water playground.

Fun-lovers will delight in the more
than 50 multilevel water effects,

including water guns, hoses,

pumps, geysers, sprayers, water

curtains and water slides. A
1,000-gallon tipping bucket at the
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ANTHONY TIC The dream

continues for counselor Caroline

Sanders and her husband Gregg.

Their prize horse, Winalota Cash,
was named 1995 World Champion

Quarter Horse, with winnings so

far close to $1.5 million. Gregg

was named one of the top two

trainers in the nation. Trophies, a

bronze, the jockey's uniform and

other memorabilia are on view at

the American Quarter Horse
Heritage Center and Museum in

Amarillo through this year.

top of the Tree House will ran-
domly soak visitors throughout

the day. The 46-acre park opens

its '96 season on April 20. For

operating hours or ticket informa-
tion, call 713/355-3377.

Anheuser-Busch recently

dumped 8,000 empty beer cans at
an unusual bungalow in Houston's
inner city. The Beer Can
House, a residence already
adorned with 50,000 beer cans,

was created by retired railroad

upholsterer John Milkovisch, who
spent 25 years creating the famous

folk art landmark. Now his sons

and grandsons are restoring the

monument and adding a work

shed with the help of Anheuser-
Busch. Though Milkovisch's
widow still lives in the house, visi-
tors can view the bizarre master-

piece from the street or sidewalk

at 222 Malone. For the rest of the

story, call 713/926-6368.

Visitors to Galveston can now
witness butterflies spreading their

wings for the first time at Moody
Gardens' new Butterfly
Hatching Hut in the Rainforest

Pyramid. Already a feast of
tropical rain forest vegetation,
birds and butterflies, the 10-story
Pyramid will now display hun-
dreds of pupae dangling from

cork bark, dressed in everything

from bright yellow and gold
metallic to looks that mimic

GAINESVILLE TIC Counsel-
ors Jan Autry and Rhonda Hillis

recently participated in a media
tour, sponsored by the Dallas/Fort

Worth Area Tourism Association.

They got a look at the many new
attractions soon to open in the

Metroplex, like the new Bronco
Bowl Entertainment Complex and
the IMAX in Dallas. But the
highlight of the day was watching
Judy Ramos from the Arlington
C&VB strap herself to the bungee
fall at Six Flags Over Texas' new

sticks and dried leaves. For
more information, call 1-800-
582-4673, extension 209.'

Corpus Christi took to the
road to promote Texas with a
Tropical Twist. Last month,

representatives from the C&VB,
the USS Lexington, the Texas

State Aquarium, the Columbus
Fleet, the Museum of Science

and History and Greyhound Race
Track began their tour of six
Texas cities, where they set up

Bombers Alley. Jan and Rhonda
said they would have taken their
turn if they hadn't had on their pri-

mary uniform skirts. Yeah, right.

WICHITA FALLS TIC It had
been 10 years since her last stop in

Wichita Falls. But the woman

from "up north" just couldn't pass
through without thanking that nice

man who was so helpful during

her last visit. That "nice man," of
course, was former manager Jack
Conley, who retired in 1991.

shop in malls and at special events
to tempt vacationers to the Texas

Gulf Coast. In addition to color-
ful displays and fun activities,
delegates and mascots, such as
Sandy the Starfish from the State
Aquarium, are giving away vaca-

tion packages and Corpus Christi
memorabilia. For Tropical Twist
info, call 512/881-1801.

Attention Arlington visitors.
Get ready for the ride of a lifetime
as you head toward the heart of

HOLD THE FORT The

Living Legends, mem-

bers of the American
Mountain Man Associ-

ation, entertain and
educate folks about
life in the 1800s at Fort Wakan Tanka, a

living history museum in Wichita Falls.
Visitors can explore the trappers cabin,

carpenter shop and blacksmith shop, and

general store and trading post. In the

Indian Village, campers can reserve a tepee

for an overnight stay. Indian powwows,
Wild West Shows and other special events

are planned throughout the year. Call

817/691-0682 or 691-0650.



one of Texas' most vibrant enter-

tainment districts. The Dallas
Morning News reports that major

construction on a nine-mile stretch
of 1-30 is expected to tangle traffic
for the next 20 months. The proj-
ect will affect commuters between

Dallas and Fort Worth and mil-
lions of visitors to key tourist
attractions, including Six Flags

Over Texas, Wet 'n Wild and The
Ballpark in Arlington. Local and
state officials are making changes
to speed visitors into the area and

are urging people not to let the
construction keep them away.

FACES

Karen Jordan, executive direc-
tor of the Austin C&VB, has
accepted a position as executive

officer of the International Associ-
ation of Convention and Visitors
Bureaus, based in Washington,
D.C. Jordan is expected to begin

her new job around September 1.

TP&WD

Franklin Mountains State
Park, the nation's largest urban

wilderness park, closed March 25

to undergo an extensive $1.7-
million face-lift. Improvements

to the El Paso facility will
include resurfacing 2.5 miles of

park roads, clearing 87 miles of
new hiking, mountain biking and
horseback riding trails, construc-

tion of seven new picnic sites
and repairs to existing picnic site
shelters. Park manager Ron
Hillin said his staff will be work-
ing with volunteers from the
Franklin Mountains Wilderness

Coalition to help clear paths and
mark trails that will basically fol-

low old mining roads and paths.
Trailheads to popular destina-
tions such as Cottonwood
Springs and Aztec Cave will be

marked, as well. The park
should reopen by the end of July.

Call 915/566-6441.

HISTORY

A state district judge ruled that
notorious gunslinger John
Wesley Hardin will remain at
El Paso's Concordia Ceme-
tery, where he was buried after

being gunned down in 1895. A
group of Hardin descendants

wanted to relocate the Old West

badman to Nixon, Texas, where
he had once lived and where his
first wife is buried. Hardin's

great-grandson and the Concordia
Heritage Association filed suit to

block relocation attempts since,
they said, defendants were acting

against the wishes of their own

*TRIVIA
Which Texas city

lays claim as the
only place in history

where a peace

treaty negotiated

between Native
Americans and the

United States was
never broken?
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ON TRACK Get'choo to

Rusk and Palestine on
April 13 for a grand

salute to the Texas

State Railroad and
the 100-year-old East

Texas rail line. "Riding the Rails Back to
1896" will feature entertainment, 25-mile

evening train excursions, and the dedication
of a restored 80-ton, freight-hauling behe-

moth, one of only two General Pershing-
type steam engines built during World

War I for service overseas. For reserva-
tions or information, call 1-800-442-8951.

descendants, who had long ago
decided to leave Hardin in El
Paso. Hardin, who is said to have

killed at least 30 men, spent a
large part of his life as either a
fugitive in Texas, Florida and
Alabama, or in prison. He had
opened a law practice in El Paso

shortly before he was killed in the
Acme Saloon.

MUSEUMS,

The Dr Pepper Museum and
Free Enterprise Institute
in Waco will open a major new

exhibition Soda Pop: From
Fountain Soda to Pop Bottle
on April 24. The Invention of Dr

Pepper will feature a re-creation

of the original Old Corner Drug
Store where the soda was invent-
ed. Inside the pharmacy, an
animatron with the face of Dr.

Charles C. Alderton, who first
concocted the beverage in 1885,
will tell the story of Dr Pepper's
invention. Visitors can then enter
the Soft Drink Manufacturing
exhibit, fashioned after the
Artesian Manufacturing and
Bottling Company, created in
1891 to bottle Dr Pepper. Here

visitors can see manufacturing

equipment from the turn of the
century through the 1940s. Open
daily at 300 S. Fifth Street. Call
817/757-1024.

EVENTS

The folks in Fredericksburg
are rolling out the welcome mat

for a birthday party you won't
soon forget. A 10-day celebra-
tion, slated for May 3-12, will
honor the city's founding 150
years ago when John O. Meuse-
bach led 126 German settlers to
the beautiful setting in the rolling
hills. More than 100 events will
showcase the city's German cul-
ture and history. The entertain-
ment schedule alone is as big as
Texas itself, with more than 50
bands and 139 hours of music on
four stages. Contingents of
Germans from Montabauer,
Fredericksburg's sister city, and
Saarland, the sister county, will
visit the community throughout
the festivities. Descendants of
the Comanche tribe that inhabited
the area at its founding will join
in as well. For a free brochure
and calendar of events, call



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 12,774 +4.90 34,029 +9.20

Anthony 18,687 -11.77 50,760 -3.73

Denison 19,266 -23.25 46,470 -23.36

Gainesville 35,877 -12.78 83,658 -15.28

Langtry 15,504 +.98 35,364 +6.57

Laredo 16,908 +28.15 42,984 +38.13

Orange 73,926 +40.50 182,925 +38.43

Texarkana 51,387 -13.45 132,066 -12.47

Valley 34,662 -26.58 162,597 +11.77

Waskom 59,862 -.55 139,794 +3.42

Wichita Falls 18,666 -7.11 47,613 +1.17

Capitol Complex 10,857 -26.95 26,391 -22.01

1-800 Phone Center 11,724 -53.74 40,305 -34.94

CENTER TOTALS 380,100 -6.80 1,024,956 +1.07

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT' s Texas Travel Information Centers
(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

Data as of March 31, 1996
*Compie to last year
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

284,422 415,795

SERVICES TO THE
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

TxDOT TRAX System This Mo. Y-T-D

Subscriber inquiries 53

Addresses offered 340,395

Addresses transmitted 91,594

Addresses transmitted 142,191
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