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OLD HORSESHOE NECKLACE
ar this charm for good luck! This 14k
d fill pendant is formed and hammered

hand to create a dainty horseshoe charm.

h charm is 5/8 inches wide by 1/2 inch

and hangs elegantly on an 18-inch

EXQUISITE SIMPLICITY 14k gold fill chain.

Austin-based jewelry designer 37918 48.00

BRITTA AMBAUEN balances sim plicity, intricacy a o i he el

and youthfulness in her eclectic jewelry line. . G
After graduating with a BFA in Fine Art, she y;r

began her career in jewelry making as an apprentice w

in Colorado. This allowed Britta to take her time

designing meaningful pieces of jewelry. When she N

launched her own line in 2009, her goal was to use a
%Nvariety of techniques and create jewelry meaningful ,

tc the wearer. NN

TOPAZ DROP
Topaz is the official gemstone of

Texas. This single faceted :cpaz drop

measures 1/4 inches tall and hangs from
" d I' t 1-ir h br wn silk cord '~a e ica e, ic ro , .i

The silk is both soft ard strong.'

37917 $28.00K
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Super Buy!

A one-year (12 months)

subscription to Texas Highways

Magazine is just $24.95...

that's only $2.08 an issue.

Super Gift!

Friends, family members,

and business associates

all enjoy gifts of Texas

Highways Magazine.

GET TEXAS HIGHWAYS FOR YOURSELF

*rYES!
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months!
Please print

MY NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP_

JUST $24.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription!
(International subscriptions are $39.95.)

jH o t vlIese^ oeFninte n

E X

58%off
NEWSSTAND!

.Mw.

Simply return this order form

in the mail-we'll bill you later.

66SUBS1

GIVE the gift of

TEXAS
HIGHWAYS

TO ORDER BY PHONE, CALL

800-839-4997
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.)

and ask f:>r source code 66SUB1

To expedite service, call 800-839-4997
and ask for source code 66SUBSF

GIVE TEXAS HIGHWA YS TO A FRIEND
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central

Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central

Sun 9 am.-5 p.m. Central

\Visa "MasterCard

American Express

TO EXPEDITE SERVICE,
ORDER ONLINE:

www.texashighways.com

Digital editions
are also available!

YES! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months!
Please print

MY NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO:

RECIPIENT'S NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

58%off
NEWSSTAND!

Simply return this order form
in the mail-we'll bill you later.

We'll send a card announcing your
gift directly to your recipient.

For faster service, please call

gnn-839-4997

To include more gifts, enclose a list. Just $24.95 for the first U.S. subscription,

and $20.00 for each additional U.S. order! (International subscriptions are $39.95.) 66SUBSF
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WHERE
WE'LL
BE NEXT

Thanksfor the Memories 0"A s any true Texas travel-lover knows, state
parks preserve some of our most scenic spots:
Palo Duro's geological spectacle, Dainger-
field's dazzling fall foliage, the primordial
mystique of Caddo Lake. And for many of us,

our parks also preserve travel traditions and family memories
that span generations, frcm Garner's jukebox dances to sum-
mer stays at Balmorhea.

But travelers may not know ,hat the Civihan Conservation
Corps made many of these memorable sights and moments
possible. As Julia Robinson relates in her story beginning on
page 54, this New Deal program of the 1930s and early'40s cre-
ated more than 50 parks in Texas, 29 of which are still man-
aged by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. "The CCC
boys" built roads, trails, dams, cabins, and other infrastruc-
ture, so send mental thanks to them the next time you wind
along Skyline Drive to the scenic overlook at Davis Mountains
State Park, unpack sandwiches at the 70-foot-long picnic table
at Blanco State Park, or marvel at the subterranean wonders
of Longhorn Cavern State Park.

While reading Cynthia Brandimarte and Angela Reed's
excellent book Texas State Parks and the CCC, I came across
a quote from historian extraordinaire James Wright Steely
(author of Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the New
Deal) that nicely speaks to the CCC's legacy and its importance
to generations of road-trippers: "That's the wonderful thing

WHERE TO FIND US
Drop us a line anytime at letters@texashighways.com.
Find us on Facebook and Twitter.

D o nt
, mess with Dnve Clean Texas

D rive *wrr.

Heat, schmeat.
We'll keep cool
with stories on
swimming holes
and Houston
ice houses, and
find fun after
sundown at
drive-in theaters
and on a moon-

light paddle
at Aquarena
Center. We'll
also check out
El Paso's parks
and gardens,
along with Frisco's
new National
Videogame
Museum. And
Janis Joplin did
leave "a little
piece of her heart
in Port Arthur--
read more in the
August issue.

ANY TIPS ON THESE
SPOTS? LET US KNOW ON
FACEBOOK, TWITTER,
OR INSTAGRAM

about a park; it can be many things to
you, it can be anything ycu want it to
be and you don't need to think about
the depth of who built this, made this
road, built that chimney behind us, but
the more you learn about it the more it

means to you ... the more you want to

go to the next one to see what they did
there, too."

Check out www.texascc: parks.org
for a list and details on our CCC-built

state parks. And let's make some new

park memories this summer!

Jill Lawless, Editor

P.S. We're adding somefun new features
to Texas Highways in the coming months,
including interviews with true Texans,
expanded events spotlights, more recipes,
and a refreshed website. As this is my last
issue after 27 years with the magazine,
I want to thank our staff and contributors
present and past for their boundless
creativity, the learning, and the laughs.
And asfounding editor Frank Lively has
always said, we have tke best readers in
the land. Thank youfor your enthusiasm,
wonderful feedback, and unwavering love
of the Lone Star State. TH wouldn't be
TH without all of you.

PHOTO Bastrop State Park, Randall Maxwell
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DEPARTMENTS

7) Merge
July 4th and John Madden's Mexican food

8) Scenic Route
Longhorn Cavern State Park

DRIVE
11) Texas Wild
Wakeboarding at Waco's Barefoot Ski Ranch

15) Made in Texas
The 1877 Fulton Mansion in Rockport

18 ) Souvenir
Desert Critter Wear from Marathon

21) Detour
Amarillo's t-ibute to Quarter Horses

PLATES
25) Travel
Eat fresh, buy vintage at Patina Green

29 ) Drink
Mosey the Fort Worth Ale Trail

32 ) Eat
The Trailblazer Grille in Burnet

35) Next Weekend
A coastal getaway to Bclivar Peninsula

69) True Texas
A tour of North Texas rodeo museums

75) Events
Seize the summer with fun July events

79) Daytripper
Burgers, history, and fishhooks in Athens

80) Travel Matters
The simple joys of a small-tcwn escape

81) Rear View
Stellar views in the Davis Mountains
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Destinations Burnet 6, 32
in this issue Waco 11

Rockport
15, 54

Marathcn 18

Amarillo 21

McKinney 25, 46 Gakeston 40

Fort Worth 29, 69 South Padre Island

Bolivar Peninsula/
Crystal Beach 35

New Braunfels
40, 80

40
Corxs Christi 40

For Davis 54, 81

Me::ia 54

Tyler 54 Grapeland 54 Dublin 69

Concan 54 Blanco 5/ Athens 79

Brownwood 54 Moody 54 Glen Rose 80

Goliad 54 Meridian 54 Gruene 80

Toyahvale 54 Abilene 54 Castrovi le 80

Gonzales 54
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ON OUR COVER

In the 1930s, the CCC
built Davis Mointains
Stte Park's five-mile
Sayline Drive end
th;s >verlook shelter
with a picture window.
Pho:o Larry Ditto

PHOTO: Will van Overbeek

I

I
t I

_J, 
LOA

1

RAW 

110,9=01 t.

f.

777

a

r

s r

L t



texasWigkways.com

GE WET!
JULY 2016

GET WET.
OUR CURE FOR SUMMER HEAT

Heed your body's summer cry-

take a refreshing plunge in a cool Texas lake. Find one near you.

GLIMPSE OF THE ALE TRAIL
Read our story about Fort Worth's Ale Trail in this issue,

then have a closer look at the scene with these additional photos.

CUISINE CONFIDENTIAL
Bartending is an art, and Jen Keyser knows how to make

a few masterpieces. Get to know Keyser, of Geraldine's at Austin's

Hotel Van Zandt, and learn where she likes to have fun
when she's not behind the stick.

* 4 July 4th festivities light up the Lone Star skies. . *
Plan your holiday here!

TEXAS
H I G H W A Y S
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MERGE

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?

The new issue of Texas Highways
is making me homesick for

Galveston and Corpus Christi.
I need that coastal life again!

@TheMermaidAg, Twitter
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OUR
FAVORITE
SOCIAL
MEDIA
OF THE
MONTH...

@TexasHighways:
Way to recognize
the Tejano Conjun-
to Festival [May],
a great South
Texas event! Long
live conjunto &
Tejano music, a
Texas-born genre!
Steven Rodriguez,

@ TejanoJamz

Ii
I loved reading
the June issue. It
made me want to
pack up and head
for Galveston. By
the way, I always
stop by Nautical
Antiques when
I'm there-love
that store!
Betty Cole,

Jacksonville

IIo
Follow us on
Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram

Fired up
for the Fourth
July 4th Tips from Texas
Highways Facebook friends:

We love going to Hell's Gate at

Possum Kingdom Lake. They
give you a hayride to where
the show is. All the boats are
lit up. People are friendly ...

just amazing.

ROSWITHA AUSTIN, Kermit

Spectators can watch the Hell's

Gate fireworks show either from
boats in the water or at YMCA

Camp Grady Spruce, 3000 Park
Rd. 36 in Graford.

St. Jo has a wonderful celebra-

tion with a fireworks display
that would put the big cities to

shame. We made a special trip

out to spend the day and evening

there last year. So much better

than battling big-city traffic!

BRYM N KENT WOOD,

Fort Worth

We had a great time last year at

Jasper's 4th of July celebration.

We drove in while staying at

Martin Dies Jr. State Park.

RHONDA TAYLOR BEARD

Fan Horn
Every time my husband and

I drove through Van Horn

[May] I'd say, "This is where
I would love to live here in

Texas." Then I'd listen to all
the reasons why we couldn't,

etc. Finally one time I said,
"I guess I'm wrong, I just

should have married a West

Texas rancher!" One thing

for sure: I always stop just

outside of Van Horn, pull

over, turn off the lights, and

enjoy billions of stars. Most

beautiful sight in Texas, and

y'all get to enjoy it all the time.

You are blessed, and I still
love your town!

JAN SWEENEY. Houston

Remembering
Guy Clark
A few Christmases ago, I

contacted Guy's publicist and

asked if Guy could sign a

photograph as a Christmas

gift for my wife. Her mother

taught Guy piano when he

was living in Rockport.

Being the great person he

was, I had the photo in time
for Christmas signed, "For
Claudia, with fondest thoughts

of Tillie," and it sits on my
wife's piano as I write this.

RIP Guy!
SCOTT CONRAD, Facebook

READERS RECOMMEND

/

/

Chuy's in Van Horn
I drove I-10 from Central Texas to El Paso two or three times a
year, and I enjoyed many lunches at Chuy's in Van Horn. It's a
localfamily restaurant where coach John Madden dined while
he was still broadcasting football. Coach Madden didn't like to
fly and crisscrossed the country in his RV bus going from game
to game.

KEN COUGAR. Hunt

Opened in 1959, Chuy's Restaurant serves classic Mexican

dishes. Madden first visited the restaurant in 1987 and returned

for numerous meals over the years, prompting the restaurant

to name Madden's favorite dish in his honor. The John Madden

Special is a chicken picado plate (grilled chicken) served with

sauteed vegetables in a light cheese sauce with beans, rice, and

a tortilla. Call 432/283-2066; www.chuys1959.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! Send feedback and recommendations to:
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters@texashighways.com.
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300 41' 03.98" N
980 21' 03.49" W

Hill Country
From Burnet, take
Texas 29 as it winds

west for about 10

minutes, then turn

south onto Park

Road 4, which

snakes along Inks
Lake, past Inks Lake
State Park, and to
Longhorn Cavern

State Park. Explore

the park's trails,
see the Civilian
Conservation Corps-

built structures

that incorporate

materials workers

found inside the
cave, and tour the

cavern, which has

served as a dance

hall, underground
church, and con-

cert venue.

For more information.

visit www.tpwd.texas.
gov/state-parks/
longhorn-cavern.
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the artful escape

roundtop.org
I (9UI(

( [

Round Top has celeb ated the Fourth of July every
year since 1851. Spo ored by the Round Top Rifle
Association, our para e is the longest running Fourth
of July celebration w st of the Mississippi River.

~I I

10:00am
10:30am'
.1:30am
1am-4pm

34-7:30pm

"' "- I

Festivities begin
Parade starts
BBQ at Round T p Rifle Hall
Fun at Round To Rifle Hall: Antique tractors,
blacksmith dispel y, contests
Dance

I ,.

low

Round Top Area Chamber of Commerce

110 Schumann Lane, Round Top, TX 78954 - 979-249-4042 ~ 888-368-4783

info@roundtop.org ~ roundtop.org
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TEXAS WILD

Ski Waco
DRENALINE-FUELED FUN AT

BAREFOOT SKI RANCH

text by SOFIA SOKOLOVE

PHOTO: Michael Amador JULY 2016 1 exashighways. com
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TEXAS WILD

N THE TWO-HOUR DRIVE FROM
Austin to the Barefoot Ski Ranch in
Waco, I've been chattering away about
my teenage summer-camp waterski-
ing skills. I'm looking forward to see-
ing if I've still got the chops all these

years later. "How different can water-

skiing behind a boat be from wake-

boarding underneath a cable that's 30 feet in the air?" I ask
my traveling companion. I'll find out soon, we agree.

Like traditional waterparks do, the 450-acre Barefoot Ski

Ranch offers plenty of attractions to keep visitors busy: There's

a winding and crystal-clear lazy river for floating, a 100-foot

water slide called "The Royal Flush," a small sand beach for

lounging, and a bar and grill with sandwiches, fried catfish

platters, salads, and other fare suitable for bathing-suit dining.
Yet it's clear from the moment we pull into the rocky parking
lot and park next to a few muddy trucks that BSR is designed
for adrenaline-fueled fun. Owners Royal Wiseman and Stuart

Parson, two former competitive barefoot skiers, are firm be-

lievers that the best kind of fun happens on the water.

While Wiseman and Parson are serious about both

-~ .7

/

There's a
winding lazy

river for
floating, a
100-foot

water slide
called "The

Royal Flush,"
and a small

sand beach for
lounging.

/

/

wakeboarding and "barefooting" (I feel
silly when it registers halfway through
my chat with Wiseman that barefoot

skiing is exactly what it sounds like),
BSR feels welcoming for everyone, es-

pecially beginners. Wiseman and Par-

son opened the park in 2012, and it has
grown organically since then. "We just

started teaching people how to wake-
board," says Wiseman. Almost four

years later, teaching wakeboarding and

barefooting is still a major part of how

they run the park, and we enjoy a first-
hand taste. For $45 each, we're set up

with equipment and a two-hour pass,
and Wiseman soon sends us off with an

instructor to one of the four "Little Bro"
teaching lakes.

I ease into the warm water, strap my

feet into my wakeboard, and tightly grip
the handles of the cable running above

me, eager to "graduate" and make my

-l *, K..

".~ '~ '-#.,
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way into the main cable park behind
us. Here's the setup: At each of the lakes,
there's a motorized cable that runs about

30 feet above the water, almost like a

ski lift. The "Little Bro" lakes have one
cable that runs back and forth for teach-

ing purposes, with the speed being con-

trolled by the instructor. At the main
cable park, the cable runs in a circle

around the lake, and riders (up to eight
at a time) grab the cable from a pickup
spot on a cedar dock.

One of the differences between wake-

boarding with a cable, as opposed to

being pulled by a boat, is that the start

is much more sudden. It can be hard

to get the hang of, I've heard, so I feel

good when I do pretty well on the first

go-around-until my instructor speaks

up. "That's about half the speed it will

be out there," he deadpans, gesturing to-

ward the oval-shaped main cable park.

T~ ~

-~ -

Y I

A Whole New Level.

Looking for an ADVENTURE?

1 4
r I

www.WildlifeRanchTexas.com 830.438.7400
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TEXAS WILD

There, half a dozen teenagers in brightly
colored surf gear are flying across the
water, using "kickers" and "rails" (white
obstacles similar to skateboard ramps in

the water) to propel them high in the air

for flips and twists.

That's another difference between

wakeboarding from a cable instead of

a boat: The long length of the vertical

cable allows stunt lovers to jump much

higher, take turns faster, and perform

more impressive feats than they could

execute from behind a boat. And so I'm

a bit intimidated as I step up to the main

cable park's starting dock. Despite the
patient directions and encouragement

from the instructor at the dock, I can't
even get started. Each time my turn

comes up to grab the cable, I'm pulled

off the dock with a jerk and dropped
into the water-sometimes face first.

The talented and sporty teenagers en-

courage me as I hop out and circle back

to stand in line again, dragging my

We watch the
expert wakeboarders as

they swing, flip, and
glide around the water

in synchronicity,
dipping in and out
of their own wakes.

wakeboard under my arm. "You'll get
it," they say. "The start is the hardest."
And eventually, I do. But I don't get very

far-as I try to negotiate the first turn,
my board takes me sideways and back

into the moss-green water.

Two hours later, I've made my way

successfully around the loop only once,

but I'm feeling accomplished. Sitting on
the upper patio of the Bar & Grill with
wet hair and aching legs, my compan-

ion and I clink our ice-cold longnecks

and congratulate ourselves, vowing to

come back. Down below, other wake-

boarders have joined the teenagers, and

we enjoy a show as they round that first

turn with tricks and jumps. We muse
that it's worth a visit just to sit up here
on dry land, watching the expert wake-

boarders as they swing, flip, and glide
around the water in synchronicity, dip-

ping in and out of their own wakes.
As for me, I definitely don't have

the watersports skills I enjoyed in my

youth. I spent more time crashing into
the water than anything else, and I'm

feeling sore and a little beat-up after our

two hours in the park. But I'm also feel-

ing energized, and hooked. I'm already
ready to hit the water and give it an-

other try.*

/7 
/ 

7<

BAREFOOT SKI RANCH
. CABLE PARK

is at 5347 Old Mexia Road in
Waco. For hours, admission

prices, and other details, see

www.bsrcablepark.com.

k Ni
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Pioneers of Posh
THE FULTON MANSION
STATE HISTORIC SITE IN ROCKPORT

text by Anthony Head

T'S SAFE TO SAY THAT AN ELEGANT, 19TH-
Century mansion was not what I was expecting
to see as I drove down a breezy bay-front road in
Rockport. But there it was, on the same street as
low-slung souvenir shops, seafood restaurants,
and coastal cottage homes: a four-story, Victorian
structure with sand-colored walls, dark mocha
trim, and a steep mansard roof. The grand edifice

looked a bit out of place among the swaying palm trees and
coastal live oaks along Fulton Beach Road.

And yet, the regal abode of George Fulton, a 19th-Century
cattleman, sits no more than a few dozen yards from Aran-
sas Bay's breaking surf, just as it has since 1877. Now open

For nearly
140 years, the

Fulton Mansion
endured hur-
ricane winds,
storm surges,
high humidity,
and in 2006,

a fast-moving
army of hungry

Formosan
termites.

to visitors as the Fulton Mansion State

Historic Site, the structure has always
stood out. "It was the grandest house
around, all by design," Site Manager
Marsha Hendrix says. "It's a tall, nar-
row house that you would see on a nar-

row city lot, and the Victorian style,
which is specifically the French Sec-
ond Empire style, was probably some-

thing the family had seen in Cincinnati
or Baltimore or another big city."

The 6,200-square-foot mansion is
a well-preserved example of how the
well-heeled lived in te late 1800s, but
such preservation comes with a price.
The Texas Historical Commission re-
cently completed a three-year, $3.1 mil-
lion restc.ration project, during which
the house was closed to the public. It re-

opened last October for guided and in-
dividual tours with expanded exhibits
about the people who made this home

JULY 2016 texashighways.com 15
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MADE IN TEXAS

more than just an architectural gem.

On arrival, it's tempting to head

straight for the house, but visitors are

encouraged to begin in the Educa-

tion and History Center, located next

door on the site's three-and-a-half-acre

grounds. The center's exhibits provide

historical context about George Fulton,

a Philadelphia-born engineer and busi-

nessman who came to join the rebels in

the Texas Revolution but arrived after

the war was won. He enlisted in the

Republic of Texas Army, earned a land

grant in San Patricio County, worked

for the General Land Office, and mar-

ried Harriet Smith, the daughter of

Henry Smith, an early 1830s Texas poli-
tician and independence advocate with

land holdings in Brazoria and Aransas

counties. The newlyweds soon followed

job opportunities out of state as George

worked for a Baltimore newspaper and
for railroad companies in the Midwest
and on the East Coast. When the couple

inherited Henry Smith's land on Live

Oak Peninsula and returned to Texas
in 1867, they had no intention of giving

up the luxuries they had grown accus-

tomed to.
The Fultons chose Rockport to set-

tle and launch a cattle company, even-

tually operating the country's first re-

frigerated slaughterhouse. Inside the

mansion, which the family named

Oakhurst, visitors can see what kind

of lifestyle cattle money could buy in

those days.
The mansion features indoor plumb-

ing with flush toilets and hot and cold
running water, and central heat-all

firsts for the area-as well as tasteful

applications of Harriet's fondness for

urbane, East Coast-influenced decor.
Examples include the New York-made

crystal chandelier hanging in the vesti-

bule, the wall-to-wall carpet throughout
the house, and the rose-band patterned

china in the dining room. Beautiful

woodwork, like red cypress pocket

doors with black walnut trim and long-
leaf pine flooring, along with nine or-

nate faux fireplaces, provide a warm,

cozy feeling. The furnishings on display
in the house today are a mix of original

pieces and period antiques.
I especially enjoy George's library.

Since his main job was lining up fi-

nancing for the Coleman-Fulton Pas-

ture Company, he regularly wined and

dined investors before bringing them
to the library to close the deal. It's easy

to imagine him and a fellow business-

man leaned over the chessboard, enjoy-

ing glasses of beer and making highly

motivated calculations about the game

and otherwise.

"The chess table and pieces actually

belonged to George," Hendrix says, add-
ing that other family belongings, like

Harriet's music box in the sitting room,

have found their way back to the his-
toric site by donations from relatives.

For nearly 140 years, the Fulton

Mansion endured hurricane winds,

storm surges, and high humidity, not

to mention a fast-moving army of hun-

gry Formosan termites in 2006. When

it closed in February 2013 for the reno-

vation, there were serious issues to ad-

dress, from the leaky basement founda-

tion to the leaky bay windows and slate

roof. A project scheduled to last one year

grew into two years and eight months.

During the closure, Hendrix and her

coworkers organized new exhibits with

never-before-heard stories that focus

on, of all places, the basement. They
mined census records, the payroll, let-

ters, and shopping lists to find out more

about the people working behind the

scenes-the cooks, housekeepers, gar-

deners, maids, and footmen.

The Fultons' servants spent much

of their time working in the basement,

the location of the kitchen, laundry,

PHOTO: Mike Sloat



THE FULTON MANSION
STATE HISTORIC SITE,
at 317 Fulton Beach Rd. in

Rockport, opens Tue-Sat 9:30-

4:30 and Sun 12:30-4:30. Tickets
cost $6 for adults and $4 for

ages 6-18. Call 361/729-0386:
www.visitfultonmansion.com.

heating, and water systems. These

workers often endured an inch or two

of standing water in the basement. "It

was a really bad idea to have a basement

in this house," says Hendrix, indicat-

ing the nearby waters of Aransas Bay.

"The water continues to seep in to this

day, and several sump pumps have

been installed. George should have

known better, but he was from Phila-

delphia and he was determined to have

a basement."

The basement had walls and floors

made of shellcrete, a mix of local sand

and crushed oyster shells, and a lar-

der kept cool by a wrap-around, ice-wa-

ter-filled trough. Exhibits in the base-
ment explain how workers stoked the

furnace continuously with wood and

coal to produce heat, and laundry took

two days to complete. But the base-

ment was not as dark and dreary as it

could have been. Most of the basement

stands above ground, and windows let

in sunshine.

D.J. Chilcoat, a volunteer docent, said

that as much as visitors love seeing the

mansion's beautiful upstairs floors, the

new basement exhibits truly bring the

time period to life. "This has been a new

way for the Fultons to become very real

to them," she says. "Hearing how Har-

riet's chef, Bony [Bonaparte Chandler],
created not-to-be-missed dinner par-

ties from the basement-oh, my-some-

times it's hard to coax people out of the

basement for the rest of the tour."

As far as basements go, it's unexpect-

edly cozy, which shouldn't be all that

surprising. From the first time I laid

eyes on the Fulton Mansion, it has sur-

passed my expectations. *
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Sleep Tight!
DESERT CRITTER WEAR

text by Melissa Gaskill

FEW YEARS AGO, I TOOK A
canoe trip on the Rio Grande
through Big Bend National Park's
Santa Elena Canyon. Our group

camped overnight at the mouth

of the canyon, and in the morn-

ing, one of the guides called ev-

eryone over to see a tarantula as

big as my hand.
To me, this hairy spider epitomized the wildness of the Big

Bend landscape. So later, when I wandered into the French

Company Grocer in Marathon and saw a pillowcase bear-

ing a life-size image of a tarantula, it resonated with me.

I bought it, along with a second pillowcase printed with a

horned toad, another iconic Texas creature. These pillow-

cases, which sell for $25, are part of Marathon resident Marci

Roberts' Desert Critter Wear collection, which also includes

T-shirts, camisoles, and dresses. Roberts creates them using

DESERT
CRITTER WEAR
To learn more about

Desert Critter Wear

or to place an order

for critter-embla-

zoned pillowcases,

T-shirts, camisoles,

or dresses, see

www.desertcritter

wear.com.

screenprinted images taken by photog-

rapher James H. Evans, who recently

became her husband.

Roberts thought pillowcases would

be fun. "I didn't know if people would

go for having a critter on something you

put your head on every night," she says.

"I certainly didn't know if they would

buy one with a tarantula on it, but people

loved it. I added the horned toad for those

not quite ready for a tarantula, though."

In 2003, Roberts was working for an

; architectural firm in Austin, and she

became acquainted with Evans when

he came to town to promote his book

Big Bend Pictures. Evans had operated

his art gallery in Marathon, the James

2 H. Evans Gallery, since 1989. The two

18 texashighways.com I JULY 2016 PH OTO: Brandon Jakobeit



hit it off, and a few years later, Roberts
moved to the tiny West Texas town
to help him open a new gallery space

on US 9o, a few doors down from the

Gage Hotel.
Her decision to move to Marathon was

huge, Roberts says, but she doesn't really
remember agonizing over it. "I just kind

of did it. Usually, you put down the pros
and cons and really think about it, but
I don't remember doing any of that.

Next thing I knew, I was sitting on the

front porch looking out at this little
town of 420 people and thinking, what
just happened?"

So far, Roberts and Evans have
photographed a conenose bug,

a rattlesnake, and ajavelina
in addition to the tarantula

and horned toad.

She says she did question her decision

to move, but only briefly. "Everything is

different here than what I was used to.

But it was exactly what I needed."

Six months later, she learned that

Marathon's French Co. Grocer was for

sale, and she bought it. "I'd never writ-

ten a business plan. But I went to the

bank and they said yes. I stuck my toe

in the water and it swept me away."

Employees run the store and share

in profits. Roberts added natural foods,

camping gear, hardware, toys, pro-

duce-and, of course, Desert Critter

Wear. "We have a deli and great coffee

in the morning. You can drink a beer or

wine on the porch. It's more like a gen-

eral store, a throwback to the one Wil-

liam French first opened here in 1900.

We are all over the place with our mar-

ket; I'm proud to say we have lard right

next to organic butter."

Roberts and Evans bring critters

into the studio or photograph them

outside against a white background,

taking great pains to release each one

back to where they found it. So far,

they've photographed a conenose bug,

a rattlesnake, and a javelina in addition
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SOUVENIR

to the tarantula and horned toad.

Evans' gallery also sells cards and

books, as well as prints of his land-

scapes, portraits, and wildflower im-

ages, including those taken in 2015,

when Big Bend enjoyed what Roberts

calls the "bloom of the century." "The

whole year we had our jaws on the floor,

not believing the beauty we were seeing

in the park," she says.

No word on whether wildflowers will

soon grace T-shirts and pillowcases. But

Roberts says that the two collaborate

on almost everything. "He does the im-

ages, he makes art out of something I

can't see, but I'm a good editor for him.

We really do go back and forth."

Roberts made her first pillowcases

with a polyester-cotton blend to keep

the price low, but then people asked
for a nicer grade. Now she uses pure,

400-thread-count cotton. "I wasn't sure

people would pay to have that, but I

knew that I would," she says. "If I would

buy it, usually someone else would, too."

In addition to the gallery and grocery,

you can also find Desert Critter Wear at

Texas Parks and Wildlife's Barton War-

nock Visitor Center near Lajitas, Big

Bend National Park's Chisos Lodge gift

shop, and online.

The gallery's hours are officially 10

a.m to 6 p.m. "most days," but Roberts

and Evans sometimes slip away dur-

ing those hours to take photographs or

work on projects. Evans often heads to

his studio and darkroom across the rail-

road tracks, but visitors can walk over

and ring the doorbell or summon them

by calling the phone number posted

on the gallery window. Marathon is a

small town, after all.

Originally from East Texas, Roberts

studied design at North Texas State Uni-

versity (now University of North Texas)

and worked in New York City for about

five years before moving to Austin to

be close to her nephews. "When I met

James, though, I was kind of burned

out," she recalls. "Life wasn't making

any sense. Somehow it makes sense

in Marathon."

Somehow, a tarantula on a pillow-

case makes sense, too. These spiders

are not aggressive, and their bites pack

about as much punch as a bee sting,

but when threatened, they'll rise up

and stretch out their front legs like a

boxer facing an opponent. I think of

the tarantula on my pillowcase as a lit-

tle bodyguard, watching over me while

I dream of Marathon and Big Bend. *

U
/t

MORE IN MARATHON
The French Co. Grocer is at 206

N. Ave. D. Call 432/386-4522.

The James H. Evans Gallery is on

US 90, three doors down from the

Gage Hotel. Call 432/386-4366;
www.jameshevans.com.
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TRACKING
BLOODLINES
Th e museum s

Grand Hall

features a floor
diagram of
quarter-horse
heritage and a

13-foot bas-relief
medallion of a
quarter horse.

iN

Equine Shrine
THE AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE
HALL OF FAME & MUSEUM IN AMARILLO

text by John Lumpkin

ORSE RACING WAS "THE NFL
of colonial times," we're told at the
start of our visit to the American
Quarter Horse Hall of Fame & Mu-
seum in Amarillo, therein com-
mencing the story 3f a horse breed
that's intertwined with Texas his-
tory and culture. The sleek two-

story museum celebrates the quarter horse and chronicles its
history with exhibits that straddle the worlds of equine enthu-
siasts and the rest of us.

Ranchers, rac-
ers, breeders,

and recre-
ational riders
value quarter

horses for their
versatility.

In the colonial era, Americans used
their horses for work during the week

and play on the weekends, racing them
in impromptu short-distance races-
the competitive sport of the times. The
sturdiest and fastest horses were the
most desirable, leading to the develop-
ment of the American Quarter Horse-
a breed named for its speed on the quar-
ter-mile track. Westward expansion in
the 1800s and the establishment of gi-
ant Texas ranches like the Four Sixes
and the King Ranch furthered the
breed's development.

The American Quarter Horse Hall
of Fame & Museum explores the past
and present of the breed with sophisti-
cated exhibits, video kiosks, a children's
section, and a new phone app that re-

placed audo handsets for self-guided

PHOTO: Kevin Stillman
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DETOUR

tours. Ranchers, racers, breeders, and
recreational riders value quarter horses

for their versatility as short-distance

sprinters, rodeo and show competi-

tors, trail riders, and working horses.
The American Quarter Horse Associa-

tion, whose foundation operates the mu-

seum, is the largest single-breed regis-

try for quarter horses, with 250,000
members and more than 5 million reg-
istered horses.

The museum's 10-minute introduc-

tory video gives a thumbnail sketch of

the breed and features such scenes as a
ranch girl riding, exercising, feeding,

and grooming her own quarter horse.

When my wife Eileen was a girlin Wich-
ita Falls, she had blonde pigtails and a
palomino named "Blondie," likely from

quarter horse stock. She hasn't been in a

saddle in decades, but she related to the
museum's displays. "There is a connec-

tion at an early age with a horse," says
our guide, Melissa Loftin, the museum's

community outreach liaison.

A XMS 0 Ai, -
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On the plaza in front of the museum,
outdoor panels depict a herd of horses

on the run, complemented by bronze

sculptures of racing horses and a

cowboy working cattle. Inside the
museum's entry, the Dogwood statue
interprets a 1968 painting by the late

Orren Mixer, who was commissioned

by the American Quarter Horse

Association to depict an "ideal" quarter

horse-muscular yet accessible.
Moving beyond the ticket counter,

we encounter a jaw-dropping 13-foot

bronze bas-relief medallion on the far

wall of the Grand Hall. Fashioned from

a 1,400-pound clay mold and framed by

massive stone columns, it too is inspired

by Mixer's ideal horse. The Grand
Hall's floor contains another surprise,

an engraved "family tree" of quarter-

horse bloodlines, starting with the
origin of the breed in North America

in the early 1700s. Along the walls are

plaques commemorating the 110 horses

and 164 people inducted into the Hall of

Fame since its founding in 1982. Orren

Mixer is one of them.

So is the late Joe Kirk Fulton, Texas
Tech's first official Masked Rider, who

led the Red Raider football team onto the
field on horseback for the first time at the

1954 Gator Bowl. Though the pedigree
of Fulton's first mount is uncertain,
its successors included quarter horses

like Midnight Matador, the longest

serving horse. Fulton became more

widely known as an owner, competitor,

and breeder of quarter horses, and the

cowboys on his ranch also rode them.

Other inductees include Baby Doll

Combs, the diminutive champion mare
who may have known more about calf-

roping than her riders. Cowboys wept at

Baby Doll's funeral in 1960. And there's
Helen Michaelis, who ran a stable in

college and oversaw American Quarter

Horse Association operations from her

Eagle Pass ranch in the 1940s. She died

in 1965 and became the first woman

inducted into the Hall in 1985.

( THE AMERICAN
SH RSE QUARTER HORSE

HALLOF FAME
& MUSEUM,
located at 2601 E.1-40

- - - in Amarillo, opens
Mon-Sat 9-5. Entry

costs $7 for adults, $6

for seniors, and $3 for

children ages 6-18. Call
806/376-5181; www.

t. aqha.com/museum.
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The stories of the Hall of Fame mem-

bers-whether two-legged or four-

come alive on the museum's second

floor. The exhibits describe horses

like First Down Dash, whose progeny

won the most money of his peers in his

lifetime. His 2010 passing at age 26 was
preceded by the death of his owner,
Frank "Scoop" Vessels III, in a plane

crash. "He lay down and went to sleep

peacefully. He was missing Scoop and

his sunflower seeds," said Vessels'

widow, Bonnie.

Then, there is the equestrian cham-

pion Rugged Lark, a stallion that proved

quarter horses could triumph as show

horses in aristocratic competitions,

which have strict protocols for jumping

and various obedience and control

exercises known as "dressage." Rugged

Lark even wore tuxedo garb in some of

his photos.
Also on the upper floor are artifacts

like a full-size chuck wagon, saddles,

stirrups, and boots. The displays

represent a fraction of the 60,000 items

held in the museum's archives. Exhibits

of colorful racing silks worn by jockeys

and an actual starting gate for quarter

horse races are reminders of the All

American Futurity, the annual race run

on Labor Day in Ruidoso, New Mexico,

with purses approaching $3 million. The

quarter-mile race is over in 21 seconds.

The American Quarter Horse Hall

of Fame & Museum caters to children

with a coloring table, a manikin veteri-

narian, Two Bits the talking horse, and

an interactive X-ray of a quarter horse's

physique. The museum also provides

free tokens for children to ride Lucky

Star, a mechanical pony; on July 23, Na-

tional Day of the Cowboy, free rides on

real horses will be available as part of a

daylong celebration.

So why take Exit 72a off Interstate

40 and turn north to Quarter Horse

Drive during a trip through the Texas

Panhandle? "No doubt you will see cat-

tle and horses as you drive down the

road," Loftin says. "Why not stop in and

learn more about the horse that settled

the West?" *

IN THE

GRLLERY
IRVING ARTS

CENTER

16th Annual
Art Connection
Members Show

-

-

Mixed media works by artists of all ages.
July 16-September 27, Main Gallery
Artists Reception: July 17 2-4 p.m.

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. Irving, TX, 75062
Open 7 day; a week " Free parking e IrvingArtsCenter.com

URING
C TSE
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Come for A Visit or Stay A While
Longview, Texas is home to exciting summertime events.

VisitLongviewTexas.ccm I 9)3.753.3281

300 W. Cotton St., Longview, TX 75601

Real East Texas

LONGVIEW
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HEF ROBERT LYFORD EX- ;
changes text messages daily with

farmers all over Texas.

"I work with everything from a

200-acre organic farm in Austin to

a guy who literally has a backyard

garden," says the executive chef

of Patina Green Home & Market,

a restaurant and boutique that oc-

cupies a narrow, circa 1900 brick

building on McKinney's historic downtown square.

Named for the shimmery green surface layer that appears

over time on bronze and copper items, Patina Green offers

not only Robert's seasonally inspired menu but also archi-

tectural finds, antiques, and home goods curated by his wife,

Kaci. In fact, the business is a family affair; Kaci's mom Luann

helps run the retail side and often accompanies her daugh-

ter on back-road treasure hunts. Everything, including the re-

claimed tables, rustic benches, and mismatched chairs used

for restaurant seating, is for sale.

In the past six weeks, I've made the 50-minute drive north-

east from my home in Fort Worth three times to dine at Patina

With each
visit there is

something new
to admire-
weathered

curios, rickety
sliding farm
doors, dried
hydrangeas,
cleverly dis-

played vintage
glass bottles-

as well as
something
delicious
to taste.

Green. With each visit there is some-

thing new to admire-weathered cu-

rios, rickety sliding farm doors, dried

hydrangeas, cleverly displayed vintage

glass bottles-as well as something

delicious to taste. Lunch service is ca-

sual; diners order from a selection of

hot pressed sandwiches at the counter,

then pick up salads and sides from a re-

frigerated case. I like Robert's beer-can

chicken-salad sandwich, chickpea-and-

corn salsa, and tender shredded brisket

tucked into a fluffy smoked-cheddar

biscuit slathered with sweet and spicy

jalapefio-blackberry jam. Regulars sim-

ply call the latter concoction the "Bob,"

and it's served only on Fridays at lunch,

often selling out by noon.

Robert tells me that sourcing ingredi-

ents from local farmers introduces un-

predictability in menu planning, but he

says that's part of the fun.

PHOTO: @ Matthew Johnson26 texashighways.com I JULY 2016



"It's inconsistent. I've embraced that.
Honestly, that's kind of my style," says

Robert, a Dallas native and culinary-

school graduate who honed his skills

at such spots as the Rosewood Mansion

on Turtle Creek and the former Oak

Lawn favorite Ciudad. "I like to say I
have commitment issues. I'm always

looking for the better option. I might
change a dish for Saturday night on Sat-

urday morning depending on my visit

to the farmers' market."

Robert is proud to work with many

farms in his own Collin County, such as

Cartermere Farms in Celina, where he

gets his eggs and a great deal of produce,

and Pure Land Organic in McKinney,

which provides blackberries in sum-

mertime. "These are not just farmers

to me," he says. "These are my friends,

and I count on them to keep my restau-

rant what it is."

Patina Green opens for lunch seven

days a week, but serves dinner just

once or twice a month, with two seat-

ing times that typically sell out.

"Our market dinners are an experi-

ence," Kaci says. "It's more than just

going to get something to eat. We want

to tell you about the farm and tell you

about the ingredients."

During a recent spring market din-

ner, my husband and I, along with 30

or so others, enjoyed six courses, each

beautifully presented. The charcute-

rie plate, which included house-cured

lonzino, creamy pickled-eggplant hum-

mus, fig-and-black-pepper jam, and fer-

mented collard stems, arrived atop

a thick-sliced tree trunk that served

as a platter. Beets in the salad course

came three ways: charred, pickled, and

smoked, and the dish was garnished

with goat's milk yogurt, radishes, and a

sprinkling of toasted, dehydrated kale

mixed with cracker crumbs-a savory

powder Robert calls "kale dirt."

"I start calling farmers the week

before to ask what they've got in the

ground and what's coming up," Robert

tells me. "It is about getting the best, lo-

cally grown product and figuring out a

way to put it on a plate."

P JU LY
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATIONS IN HOUSTON COUNTY 4

Parade in Downtown Crockett
Boat Parade and Fireworks Display at Houston County Lake

Fireworks over Crockett at Crockett Civic Center

Spencer & Rains at Camp Street Cafe -July 16

AUGUST
Bernie Pearl at Camp Street Cafe - August 12

Moe Bandy & his Americana Band at Lovelady Old Gym -August 13
Doug MacLeod at Camp Street Cafe -August 19

Browse & shop at Crockett Trade Days every first & third weekend

HOUSTON COUNTY C
wwwo sieoTetnou n exasfom Co n'

www.visithoustoncountytexas.com j]VISITHOUSTONCOUNTYTEXAS

~
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TRAVEL

The market dinner concept offers
flexibility for the couple, who opened
Patina Green six years ago, in part as

a therapeutic project after Kaci's step-

father died. That same year, Kaci, a

fourth-generation Texan who grew up

in Plano, had shut down her house-

painting business when the housing

market crashed. At the time, Robert

was helping her run the paint crews, so

he found himself out of work, too.

"My mom and I thought, 'Let's open

a store in downtown McKinney,"' says

Kaci. "It was an up-and-coming, charm-

ing little town, and Robert could cook

for our guests. We all needed healing."

Kaci tells me she was inspired to

eat real food-food she defines as lack-

ing artificial colors, preservatives, pro-

cessed sugar, pesticides, antibiotics,

and artificial ingredients-after her

stepfather's death. Weekend visits to

farmers' markets soon became routine,

as was buying local, reading labels,

Patina Green opens
for lunch seven days a week,
but serves dinner just once

or twice a month, with
two seating times

that typically sell out.

and learning about ingredient origins.

Robert's menu reflected the family's
new mindset.

"Robert's sandwich shop in the back

of the store was kind of selfishly for us
in the beginning," Kaci says. "Then we

realized we weren't the only ones who

were looking for healthier options."

A tiny fridge stocked with farm eggs,
milk, and produce for sale grew into the

large refrigerated case that sits in the

store today, packed with local and sus-

tainable grocery items. Lines form daily

for Robert's vegetable-focused sand-

wiches, like spaghetti squash smashed
with goat cheese, sweet onions, kale,

and walnut pesto; or roasted cauliflower

topped with cheddar cheese, arugula
leaves, and green tomato slices. I've

had both, and thanks to Robert's strate-

gic layering of assertive, savory flavors,
I didn't miss meat one bit.

As I gather my items for checkout-

a bottle of locally made ginger beer, a

jar of dark cane syrup, a handmade soy

candle, and fragrant room spray-I no-

tice Robert checking his phone, and I

wonder which locally harvested item

will appear on his menu next ... and

when I can make another trip to taste

what he does with it.*

PATINA GREEN
HOME & MARKET
is at6N nnessee St. in

McKinney. Call 972/548-9141:
www.patinagreenhome
andmarket.com.
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Hail1 the Ale Trail
FORT WORTH BREWERY TOURS

thxt by June Naylor

T'S ATYPICAL SATURDAY IN FORT WORTH,
a weekly day of celebration among craft beer

fans. The popular small breweries in town

are open for tastings and tours, complete with

music, games, food, and frivolity.

In recent years, craft breweries have been

popping up in and around Fort Worth at a rapid

rate, just as they have in many other towns and

cities across the state. Keeping track of all the

new places boggles my mind. How handy, then,

that Fort Worth offers an easy-to-follow, self-guided Ale Trail?

Armed wi-h this helpful brewery passport, my beer-loving

friends and I have made beer-touring a regular part of our

weekend entertainment, and before setting out we always ref-

erence the Ale Trail map to navigate the stops and learn a little

about each brewery's seasonal offerings.

Grabbing the
souvenir pint
glasses that
come with
admission,

we take a place
in one of the
tap queues,
which move

pretty quickly.

If it's a pretty afternoon and we're

popping in to just one or two places,

we'll ride our bikes. (We notice lots

of folks using the city's bike-sharing
program.) But often, especially if we're

hitting a trio of Saturday stops, we

summon Uber to take us brew-to-brew.

Downloading the brewery passport

onto my smartphone. I note ;hat today

is the monthly beer-and-yoga day at

The Collective Brewing Praject. Ar-

riving at the brick building with our

yoga mats a little before noon we claim

spots among 40 or so others in the

Collective's main taproom. Sunlight

spills through the large front windows

as yoga instructor and "beertendcr"

Carly Taylor leads an hourlong class.

I realize how perfect the space is for

stretching and deep breathing as we

gaze up above the wooden rafters at tie

soaring ceilings.
As you might expect from a yoga

class in a brewery, the mood is light, yet
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appropriately quiet. We giggle, how-
ever, when Carly points at a passing fire

truck and says, "That's our brewmaster,

checking up on us!" And it's true: Ryan

Deyo, who opened the Collective in 2014

with partner Mike Goldfuss, is a full-

time firefighter for the Fort Worth Fire
Department. Deyo works 24-hour shifts
at the nearest firehouse when he's not

overseeing beer production.

After class concludes, our afternoon

beer adventure begins when Carly and

her fellow bartenders point out several

interesting choices on the blackboard

behind the taproom's bar. Included in

the beer-and-yoga price ($20) are three

samples of our choosing in a private

hour of tasting and learning.

I'm partial to the seasonal Citra Cit-

rus, a wheat beer with hints of elder-

flower and orange peel, but I note that

lots of veteran visitors are hot for Deyo's

Funkytown Series. Today's Funky-

town offering is a creation called Petite

Golden Sour, a tart beer that's especially

refreshing in warmer weather.

"Their sour beer program is without

equal in this area-it opened our eyes

to an entirely new spectrum of taste,"

says my friend Mike Deavers, who's

here with his beer-loving wife, Kristy.

"That's one reason why the Collective

is a brewery to watch."

The Collective keeps its longest hours

on Saturday, opening from 2 p.m. until

9 p.m. Throughout the afternoon and

into the evening, crowds remain steady

with a flow of enthusiasts checking out

new releases and enjoying tried-and-

true standards from the taps. Every two

to three weeks, the brewery releases a

new creation just for brewery guests,

but occasionally it's a sneak preview of

something destined for sale in stores.
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We want to keep going on our Ale
Trail adventure, however, so we con-

tinue on to Rahr & Sons, which opened
in 2004 and stoked the craft-brew fire in

Fort Worth. Founder Fritz Rahr's fam-

ily has been making malt for breweries

for more than 150 years, so the beer busi-
ness is in his blood. These days, Rahr &

Sons produces more than 20,000 bar-

rels of beer annually; it's now widely

available throughout Texas. When the

weather is nice, the Saturday-afternoon

gathering here often includes more than

1,000 guests. Some might even spend

the whole Saturday at Rahr, running

in the frequent brewery-sponsored 5K

and 10K races that raise money for vari-

ous charities. There's always at least one

brewery tour, giving newbies a chance

to see the Rahr production line, as well

as a gift shop for picking up souvenir T-

shirts and hats.

Grabbing the souvenir pint glasses

that come with admission, we take a

place in one of the tap queues, which

move pretty quickly. Each week, bar-
tenders pour at least six of Rahr's

award-winning brews, along with the

seasonal releases. Equipped with pours

of Rahr Blonde Lager and Bucking

Bock, we luck into seats at a picnic table

outside and listen to the band playing

on the old loading dock that now func-

tions as a stage. I hold down our table

while friends procure snacks from Lee's

Grilled Cheese food truck.

Moving on, we travel 10 minutes by

car to the next Ale Trail stop, Martin

House Brewing Company, which sits

on the banks of the Trinity River's West

Fork in the shadows of downtown. A

pretty day like today brings bicycling

guests in droves, as pedaling here is a

breeze on the Trinity Trails, a system

of hike-and-bike trails along the river.
Many guests bring their leashed

pooches, as Martin House is one of the

most dog-friendly breweries in town.

Named for founders Cody and Anna

Martin, the brewery name also pays

homage to the sociable purple martin,
which appears in the brewery's logo.

My favorite Martin House pours are

PHOTO: Will van Overbeek



FORT WORTH
ALE TRAIL

\, Visit www.fortworth.com/aletrail

to download the Fort Worth Ale Trail

Passport, which currently covers nine

craft breweries in Fort Worth, Justin,

Keller, and Granbury. You can also

N: pick up a printed version of the Ale

\ Trail Passport at any of the Fort Worth

visitor information centers (www.

fortworth.com/fort-worth-visitors-

information-centers).

The Collective Brewing Project is at

112 St. Louis Ave. Call 817/708-2914;

www.collectivebrew.com.

Martin House Brewing Company

is at 220 S. Sylvania St., Suite 209.

Call 817/222-0177; www.martin

housebrewing.com.

Rahr & Sons Brewing Company
is at 701 Galveston Ave. Call 817/

810-9266; www.rahrbrewing.com.

Day Break (an ale with honey and

grain notes) and Salty Lady (a cloudy,

unfiltered German-style beer called a

Gose), which we sip while listening to

the guitarist and soaking up the sun.

The sense of fellowship and fun spreads

over the crowd, and former strangers

become friends, playing washers and

telling stories. Smart folks-especially

those with kids-remember to bring

folding chairs and umbrellas, too.

When Martin House's visiting hours

end at 5 p.m., a good many of the crowd

head back to The Collective, which

stays open until 9 p.m. We follow suit,
eager to hear the guitarist playing this

evening; we're also looking forward to

made-to-order ramen and banh mi (Viet-

namese sandwiches) from Yatai Food

Kart, tonight's food vendor at the Col-

lective. When it's time to stop drinking

beer, there's always kombucha on draft

and other non-alcoholic choices.

At day's end, we've ticked three

spots off our Ale Trail list. Before too

many weekends pass, we'll have blazed

the whole trail-and be ready to start

over again. *

Reward Yourself In Texas
Join Best Western Rewards', our FREE rewards program, and

now through December 31, 2016, you can earn 1,000 bonus points for every
qualified night you stay at a Best Western hotel in Texas for up to 4 nights!

Every dollar spent at Best Western"' branded hotels will earn you points.
Points can be redeemed for free roorr nights, partner rewards, merchandise,
dining, retail and gift cards. Stay more - earn more! Join the program today.*

To learn more and register, visit bestwesternTexas.com/highwaysl6.

bestwesternTexas.com/highways16
1.800.237.8483 I Promo code: HIGHWAYS16

'Raesictions apply : (a boste~sterTeas ccimi- hIqh'saysi6 ior program terms atd oniosans
For a list of most current properties, local attractions, and events visit bestwesternTexascom. Amenities vary Ly location

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. For a list of most current properties, local
attractions and events, visit bestwesternArizonacom. Best Western and the Best Western mark, are service narks so
registered service marks of Best Western International, Inc ac 2016 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reseraod
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The Crust is a Must!
CHICKEN POT PIE-AND MORE-AT BURNET'S TRAILBLAZER GRILLE

text by Melissa Gaskill

GREW UP ON HOMEMADE CHICKEN POT
pie and made it regularly for my three kids, so

when I heard how folks rave about the dish at

Trailblazer Grille restaurant in Burnet, I had

to go taste one for myself.

My pot pie came in a big white bowl with

perfectly browned, flaky crust spilling over its

sides. I picked up a spoon and broke through the

crust, releasing a satisfying puff of steam and

the aroma of chicken and subtle spices. After

a few bites, I can say with confidence that the dish lives up

to its reputation with plenty of succulent pieces of chicken;

the requisite peas, carrots, and green beans; and gravy with

just the right thickness and flavor. If I hadn't been in pub-

s

TRAILBLAZER
GRILLE
is at 216 S. Main St.

in Burnet. Call
512/756-7636;
www.trailblazer
grille.com.

lic, I might have licked the bowl clean.

Owners Trace and Liz Catlin never

expected to become famous for chicken

pot pie, but they never Expected to own

a restaurant in Burnet, either. The cou-

ple started a gourmet food consulting

business in 2000 after years of various

jobs in the food industry. Every now and

then, they took a weekend getaway from

their home base in Houston.

"In 2012, we had traveled by

airplane so much that we wanted to do

something different," Trace says. "We

were staying at a friend's peach farm in

32 texashighways.com i JULY 2016
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Fredericksburg, and we looked up train

rides in Texas. We were excited to find
a train that went from Cedar Park to a

little town named Burnet, which we'd

never heard of." Disembarking from

the train in that little town, they walked

over to the square, where the only place

to eat was a sandwich shop called Tea-

Licious. Wary at first of the idea of

ordering lunch at a teahouse, Trace was

willing to give it a try. "I thought I'd just

grab a sandwich and get out as fast as I

could," Trace admits.

Then-owner Sam McLeod stopped

by their table and struck up a conversa-

tion. Trace had noticed that Tea-Licious
sold its own pickles, and he started

talking to McLeod about his and Liz's
food business.

"Sam said he thought that sounded

fun," Liz recalls, "and Trace told him,

'Well, not as much fun as living in the

Hill Country. We want to retire here

someday.' Then Sam said, 'Have I got a

deal for you."' As it turned out, McLeod
wanted to sell his restaurant.

The Catlins did their research, and in

a span of a few months, sold their busi-

ness and home in Houston and moved

to Burnet. They bought the restaurant
in May 2013.

I picked up a spoon and
broke through the crust,

releasing a satisfying puff
of steam and the aroma

of chicken and subtle spices.

Tea-Licious had been around for 16

years, so rather than change the name

right away, they just added "Texas"

at first. "We changed the decorations

and revamped the menu, and we

always knew we would rename it, but

we had to wait for the right time," Liz

explains. That time came in November

of 2015, when she announced a

community-wide renaming contest and
received some 150 entries.

A convergence of events pointed
clearly to the correct choice. First, a local

patron suggested the name Trailblazer,

pointing out that the Catlins were
trailblazers in expanding the menu

and offering live entertainment. Then
a customer from out of town said that

his friends were saying the place

was blazing a trail for great food and

music in Burnet. Finally, a history buff

remarked that there was an actual

livestock trail nearby. The contest was
over: Trailblazer Grille was born.

Trailblazer's menu skews heavily

to home-style cooking, with chicken-

and-dumplings, meatloaf, and chicken-

fried steak available in addition to pot
pie. Trailblazer also features classic

dishes such as rib-eye steaks and

burgers, along with such lighter fare

as grilled chicken and a selection of

salads. The restaurant also offers
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Santa today!

November 26 - December 18
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sandwiches and wraps, plus an

extensive breakfast menu of omelets,
pancakes, waffles, and breakfast tacos.

"We're constantly trying to make the

menu better, adding things and still

keeping things that are popular, even

if they're not our best sellers," Liz says.

She likes to try new dishes, so the res-

taurant runs a lot of specials, some of

which end up on the regular menu.

The owners use local suppliers as

much as possible. Friday nights fea-

ture a popular beer-battered cod using

Save the World beer, which is brewed

just down the road in Marble Falls (they

serve the beer here as well).

People come here for more than food,
though. Tuesday and Saturday nights

feature live music. Country singer John

Arthur Martinez, a local favorite, usu-

ally plays on Tuesdays, while a revolv-
ing cast of local talent covers Satur-

days. Texas Hold 'Em poker games on

Owners Trace and Liz Catlin
never expected to become famous

for chicken pot pie, but they
never expected to own a

restaurant in Burnet, either.

Wednesday nights draw a pretty good

crowd, even though people play for fun

rather than money. "I'm always amazed

at how many people we have back there
playing but not winning any money,"
Liz says.

The couple added karaoke on Mon-

day nights because people requested

it. On Thursday nights, one child eats
free with each paying adult, and the

restaurant plays family shows on the

big-screen TV.
"It's all a lot of work, but we love

live entertainment and having parties,"

Liz says.

The Trailblazer staff seems to have as

much fun as the customers. Three of the
four cooks currently on staff are trained

chefs, a level of expertise that the Catlins
recognize is unusual for a small-town

establishment. "We also kind of adopted

our young servers, since our kids and

grandkids are not close by," Liz says.

Since moving from Houston to

Burnet, the Catlins say they've felt wel-

comed into their new community, and

that people in Central Texas go out of

their way to be kind. People also go out

of their way to enjoy the chicken pot

pie, and Trailblazer bakes about 40 of

them daily. Liz says it is one of several

dishes on the menu based on recipes
from her grandmother. "She was an

incredible cook," says Liz.

If you want a pot pie, though, don't

dawdle, as the kitchen runs out of
them most nights. If that happens, I

recommend the meatloaf.*
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JULY 4TH & 9TH - GUIDED WETLAND KAYAK TRIP, MATAGORDA
JULY 4TH - FIREWORK SHOW AND CELEBRATION, BAY CITY " FIREWORK SHOW PALACIOS
JULY 7TH - 9TH - MATAGORDA MERMAID WOMEN'S OFFSHORE FISHING TOURNAMENT
JULY 14TH - ROCK THE BLOCK BAY CITY
JULY 16TH - MARKET DAY ON THE SQUARE, BAY CITY
AUGUST 20TH - BAY CITY ROTARY PRESENTS ROBERT EARL KEEN

7__ _-FUN _____di__y_ _ \tA Shore Thinr
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NextWeekend BOLIVAR PENINSULA

BOLIVAR BEACON
T hefedefl
government built

Point Bolivar

Lighthouse in

1872 for boats

navigating

Galveston Ba g.

4t~

;1 d Ay

Houston
65 miles;
1.75 hours

Fort Worth
355 miles;
5.25 hours

El Paso
840 miles;
11.5 hours

/
/ ///7

McAllen Lubbock
405 miles; 615 miles;

7 hours 9.5 hours

SOUR FERRYBOAT APPROACH-
es the landing, three dolphins sud-

denly surface just beyond the jetty.

I declare it a positive omen, and

my wife smiles. Meanwhile, cor-

morants and seagulls gawk from

their perches atop nearby pilings.

Passengers return to parked vehi-

cles from sightseeing on deck, and the crew prepares for moor-

ing. Behind us, where we boarded approximately three miles

and 30 minutes ago, lies our home away from home, Galves-

ton Island; ahead, a place we haven't visited in over a decade,

Bolivar Peninsula.

Soon enough, the gate rises, and we drive onto terra firma.

Grateful for the lift across the channel (the free TxDOT ferry

runs 24 hours a day), we continue on Texas 87, the primary

artery of this 27-mile-long jut of land, bounded to the south by

the Gulf of Mexico and to the north by East Galveston Bay and

the Intracoastal Waterway.

. 1

THE GALVESTON-
PORT BOLIVAR FERRY
runs continuously
every day of the year.

No charge. For infor-

mation, call 409/
795-2230. For sched-
ules and wait times,
see www.txdot.gov/
driver/travel/ferry-

schedules.html.

For travelers coming

from Winnie, the

peninsula is accessible

via Texas 124.

Because this stretch is also called the

Jane Long Memorial Highway, I think
of the settler known as "the Mother of

Texas," who endured heroically in a

small fort here in 1821 and 1822. Ac-

companied only by two children, the

pregnant Long steadfastly awaited the

return of her husband James Long,

who ultimately died during a failed

attempt to liberate Texas from Spain.

Jane Long held off hostile Karankawa

natives and starvation, giving birth to

a daughter in the process. It's a semi-

nal Lone Star State legend-and a re-

minder that Bolivar Peninsula, while

renowned for its miles of open beaches

and rustic party atmosphere, is also

rich with history.

We quickly encounter another
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historical landmark at Point Bolivar
Lighthouse, a 117-foot-tall brick struc-
ture sheathed in cast-iron. Built by the
U.S. government in 1872, the lighthouse

provided a navigational beacon for

Galveston Bay maritime traffic through

1933. During the hurricanes of 1900 and
1915, its interior stairwell also became
a lifesaving refuge for hundreds of peo-
ple. Now privately owned and flanked
by two personal residences, the tower

nonetheless reigns as the peninsula's

iconic landmark, particularly popular

with photographers.

A short distance away, we turn into

Fort Travis Seashore Park, its entrance

marked by a trio of flagpoles and an

obelisk. This 70-acre park, bordered by
the Galveston Channel seawall, offers

prime views of the ship traffic nearby,
playgrounds, picnic tables, restrooms

with showers (cold water only), and

paved trails. But we focus on the archi-

tectural ruins that embellish the land-

scape of this former U.S. military in-

stallation (1898-1949). The largest, an

artillery battery and bunker with 14

arched entrances, is built into a massive

vegetation-topped mound near the sea-

wall. Although closed to visitors today,
the bunker provided safe haven for hu-

mans and livestock when Hurricane

Carla struck in 1961.

Every place on Bolivar Peninsula

seems to have a storm story, especially

since Hurricane Ike devastated the area

in 2008. But as we drive eastward, it's ap-

parent that the aftermath also triggered

a major construction boom. The rebuild-

ing is evident in the new and upgraded

residential developments and gated com-

munities, as well as the RV parks and

various businesses in the retail hub of

Crystal Beach, the largest of the penin-

sula's five villages (including Port Boli-

var, Caplen, Gilchrist, and High Island).

All told, Bolivar Peninsula's population

numbers roughly 2,400 residents.

Upon arriving, we turn toward the

Intracoastal Waterway and find one

thing that hasn't changed: Stingaree

Restaurant & Marina still serves clas-

sic Gulf Coast seafood. Seated by a

Our Square is
34

Bigger than Yours.
www.VisitGrahamTexas.com

Home of America's Largest Downtown 'qua-e
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NextWeekend BOLIVAR PENINSULA

window in the casual eatery's main

room upstairs, we watch pelicans glide
by and tugboats chug past as we feast.
My spouse samples the Shrimp Lover's

Platter, featuring the namesake crus-

tacean cooked six different ways. I opt

for a customized Combo Platter of fried

oysters, fried shrimp, and "BBQ" crab
along with dirty rice. For an encore we

share bread pudding before strolling,
satisfied, back to our car.

Ready to relax, we check in at Out by

the Sea Bed and Breakfast, our lodg-

ing for the evening. Situated on one-

third of an acre with tall palms and an

unobstructed view of the Gulf of Mex-

ico, Out by the Sea offers five rooms for

rent, each with its own bathroom. Two

of the rooms are in the main house,

and three others are located in a sepa-

rate guest cottage across the back deck.

Our cozy space in the latter includes a

queen bed with a canopy frame and a

full bathtub with a shower. The room is

i1

r'

. /

also equipped with a small refrigerator,
microwave oven, and coffee maker, but

our favorite feature is the outdoor deck.

Set up with cushioned chaise lounges,

a double rocking chair, and a chime-
nea, the deck functions as the primary

"living room," with direct access to the

sights, sounds, and breezes from the

beach, just a three-minute walk away.
The next morning, we venture far-

ther east to High Island, a settlement es-

tablished in the early 1800s atop a nat-

ural salt dome that rises 45 feet above

sea level. The community earned its

name by being the only land visible
when major floods swept the penin-
sula. Thick with oak and hackberry

trees, the area also provides crucial hab-

itat for hundreds of migratory bird spe-

cies that pass through each spring and

fall. As bird expert Gary Clark later ex-

plains to me, "In a zone of coastal flats,

the wooded areas atop High Island
stand out to neotropical migrants that

need food and rest to replenish energy

before crossing the Gulf in the fall and
after crossing it in the spring." Conse-

quently, the Houston Audubon Soci-

ety maintains several bird sanctuaries
here. Despite visiting out of season, we

enjoy a tranquil hike along the arboreal
trail at the Boy Scout Woods Sanctuary,
home to viewing stands, boardwalks, a

picnic shelter, and restrooms.

On the return drive, we look for road-

side ponds and marshes, observing two

roseate spoonbills, a great blue heron,
and several egrets along the way. Such

inland species live here year-round, as

do numerous oceanfront birds. And

in July and August, the beach is also

crowded with a different class of migra-
tory fowl. As Clark points out, "There
are about 52 species of shorebirds that

breed in North America, and 37 of them

pass through the upper Texas coast,"

making birds such as the piping plover

a late-summer attraction, particularly

At Out by the
Sea Bed and
Breakfast, our
favorite feature
is the outdoor
deck, which
functions as the
primary "living
room," with
direct access
to the sights,
sounds, and
breezes from

the beach, just
a three-minute
walk away.

PHOTO: Nathan Lindstrom
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BOLIVAR PENINSULA
For Bolivar Peninsula tour-

ism information, call the

Bolivar Peninsula Chamber of

Commerce at 409/684-5940;

www.bolivarchamber.org.

at the Bolivar Flats Shorebird Sanctu-
ary near Fort Travis.

Driving back, we visit a new Crystal

Beach restaurant that becomes the cu-
linary highlight of our trip. Located on
the Intracoastal Waterway overlooking

East Galveston Bay, Steve's Landing is

housed in a stylish building with high
ceilings, beautifully finished cypress
floors and walls, and hand-carved teak-

wood palm tree motifs decorating the
interior pillars. Steve's Landing serves

delectable dishes befitting the cross-cul-

tural heritage of its co-owners, Rahib

Rahman and Davin Patel. My wife

praises the artful presentation and ex-

quisite flavors of her Shrimp Tikka, fea-

turing Gulf shrimp sauteed in a spicy

Indian marinade and served with jala-

peno cheese grits. Meanwhile, I am de-
lighted to taste the best crab cakes I've

eaten-ever, anywhere. Practically de-

void of breading, these luscious mounds
of jumbo lump crabmeat come with a

zesty remoulade sauce, potato salad,
and a flavorful cup of gumbo. For des-
sert, we linger over coffee and a rich

slice of Key lime pie.
Before we depart, Rahman shows us

around the restaurant's outdoor deck

areas for dining or lounging, including

the whimsical rope swing seats, and

the patio area and bar on the ground

level. "We started out in 2013 like a lit-
tle gem in the middle of nowhere," Rah-

man says, "but the word of mouth has

been great for us." Then in a pronounce-

ment that sums up the general post-Ike

renaissance on Bolivar Peninsula, he

adds, "There are so many people build-

ing really nice houses here now; it's a

whole new day. Bolivar is changing." It's

true, and having witnessed the transfor-

mation firsthand, we vow to return. *
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FAMILY FROLIC FLOATS FULL
CIRCLE AT SCHLITTERBAHN

TEXT BY HEATHER BRAND

HEN I FIRST VISITED SCHLITTERBAHN

in New Braunfels as a teenager in the

W mid-1980s, the waterpark was just a

few years old. I vividly recall spend-
ing a blistering summer day racing be-

tween the various slides, nearly losing

my bikini top on a tube chute, and in-
tentionally bumping my inner tube into cute boys while navi-
gating the rapids and eddies of an artificial river. I came away
with a wicked sunburn and memories to last a lifetime.

That was about 30 years ago, and in the intervening years
I ve grown up and now have a teenage daughter of my own.
For me, Schlitterbahn had been a memorable rite of passage,
and I wanted her to have the same experience. So I bought
her an airtight one-piece swimsuit, slathered her with a thick
crating of sunscreen, and headed out to New Braunfels, just
north of San Antonio on the eastern edge of the Hill Country.

Upon pulling into the ample (still free!) parking lot, I no-
ticed right away that Schlitterbahn has grown significantly
in the aast few decades. Although its iconic German tower
is still visible over the tree line, the tangle of slides and
chutes is much denser than I remembered, and the park now

PHOTOS: Courtesy Schlitterbahn
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sprawls over 70 acres, encompassing about 40 attractions.

Schlitterbahn's growth is the result of the ever-expand-

ing vision of the Henry family, the founders of the still-fam-
ily-owned waterpark that traces its roots on the spring-fed

Comal River back 50 years. In 1966, Bob and Billye Henry

purchased Camp Landa, a 40-acre

property on the Comal with about

30 cabins shaded by live oaks and
cypress trees. It was a family effort,

and the Henrys' three children-
Gary, Jeff, and Jana-soon became

involved in the daily operations and

contributed ideas of their own.

"That's how we grew up as the
Henry family, doing stuff together,"

Gary recalls. "It just seemed natural

to continue that." Today, Gary serves

as the company's CEO; Jeff, dubbed

wood-and-fiberglass tube chutes that splashed into the Comal

River. A decade later, the family began planning a waterpark

for the resort, with a German theme in honor of the region's

cultural heritage. In August of 1979, Schlitterbahn (loosely

translated as "slippery road") opened to the public with four

A)>

"the wizard of water,"

oversees the development of new attractions and parks; and

Jana (now Faber) is in charge of merchandising. However,

Gary insists, "We really don't dwell on titles here. Everyone

just does what's necessary."

At first, in 1968, Bob Henry added some simple

waterslides attached to the 60-foot-

tall tower patterned after the guard

tower of Solms Castle in Braunfels,

Germany.

With each passing year, Schlit-

terbahn grew bigger, better, wetter,

and wilder. In the 1980s, the park ex-

panded to include a 50,000-square-

foot swimming pool and the first

inner-tube rides-the Hillside, Cliff-

hanger, Tunnel, and Raging River

Tube Chutes. The park also added

new slides, offering visitors the chance to slip down the loopy

Soda Straw Body Slide, ride tubes through the four-story-

tall Banzai Pipeline, race each other down the Der Bahn

Speed Slides, or float along in the current of the Congo River

Tube Float.

Families seeking a slower pace could unwind at the Polywog

42 texashighways.com I JULY 2016
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refuge in the Lava Lagoon Heated Pool (formr.erly called the

Sandbar Hot Tub) while sipping an icy beer or frozen straw-

berry daiquiri. "From the beginning

we wanted to duplicate what we expe-Tl 111
rienced on the Comal River,' Gary says.

"You float along with your friends and 'hc ond

spend time together, talking and hav_- olttra

ing fun." aCmlR

The next decade brought even more years ag -
expansion and innovations, thanks in groundwork
large part to the creative mind of Jeff become Sch
Henry. In 1991, Jeff partnered with in- e, hit
ventor Tom Lochtenfeld to create the Braunfels air.
first-ever inland surf experience, the 20th birthda
Boogie Balm, in which riders use boogie Blaster wat <
boards to skim across a shallow rush of p ia
water that shoots uphill at 50,000 gal- ..

lons per minute. This technological ana"i
breakthrough led to the development

of the first uphill water coaster, the Dragon Blaster (later re-

named Dragon's Revenge), which opened in 191'4 and employs

powerful jets of water to propel riders on inner tubes uphill as

} of , fr r+J1J!

be 10

well as down. Jeff improved upon this model two years later
with the even larger Master Blaster water coaster, which
starts from a height of 65 feet and descends in two heart-lurch-

ing three-story drops in a matter of sec-
onds. Tha! same year, he launched yet
another novel attraction, the Torrent

-Ad still owns River, with waves generated at regular
purchased intervals tz propel tubers along a circu-
retreatlar course.

Ating the In the new millennium, the Schlit-
terbahn kingdom has expanded well

rbahn. This beyond the Hill Country. The company

- ,n opened a beachside waterpark at South

Nebrates the Padre Island in 2001, featuring a Trans-

portainment River, a system designed to

carry visitors on their tubes to the var-
ehante wiious attrac-ions on a moving waterway,

thereby converting hot, standing lines
into cool, floating queues. Schlitterbahn

Galveston followed in 2006-it was the
first to boast a convertible roof over part of the park to encour-
age year-round visitation. A Kar-sas City location opened in
2010, and the newest park, in Corpus Christi, opened last

PHOTOS: Courtesy Schlitterbahn
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summer-with a golf course to boot.
Along the way, the Henry family has

continued to push the boundaries of the

possible with rides that defy expecta-

tions and challenge the rules of physics.
In 2014, Schlitterbahn earned an entry
in the Guinness Book of World Records

for a new waterslide in Kansas City

called Verrnckt, the world's tallest at
168 feet and 7 inches (the equivalent of
a 17-story building). The Galveston site,
in honor of its 10th anniversary this

June, will unveil MASSIV, the world's
highest water coaster-starting at a

towering 81 feet-and also the longest

of all Schlitterbahn attractions in Gal-

veston, spanning about three football

fields in length.
Though these daredevil rides may

attract thrill-seekers, Gary Henry em-

phasizes that Schlitterbahn's parks are

primarily designed for families. Nine-

ty-eight percent of the parks' water fea-

tures don't exceed three feet in depth,
and all offer multiple play areas de-

signed specifically for children, plus the

gratis use of lifejackets and inner tubes.

There are plenty of other family-

friendly amenities as well. Thatched-

roof cabanas are available for rent, and

the parks also have free picnic tables.

Outside food is welcome, despite the

presence of onsite eateries and conces-

sion stands plying barbecue, burgers,

pizza, fries, funnel cake, and other

tempting fare. In addition, the overnight

accommodations at the New Braunfels,

South Padre Island, and Corpus Christi

sites encourage families to spend vaca-

tions together just like in the old days,

without the distractions of technology.

"Heaven help us when they make a

good waterproof cellphone," Gary says

with a laugh. "If you go back 50 years,

when my parents bought Camp Landa,
the people who were coming there

brought their kids and grandkids-and

now those kids have grown up and are

bringing their kids and grandkids."
Of all the attractions, the river sys-

tems are Gary's personal favorites,

precisely because of the cross-genera-
tional bonding opportunity that they

Schlitterbahn operates four

waterparks in Texas. The

outdoor parks open from mid-

spring through most of Septem-
ber, and the South Padre and
Galveston indoor sections stay
open for the rest of the year on

weekends. Ticket prices vary
at the different parks, ranging
from $51 (adults) and $39
(children/seniors) for New
Braunfels day passes to $40

and $28, respectively, at Corpus

Christi. Check the parks' web-
sites for specifics on tickets, dis-
count promotions, and hours.

NEW BRAUNFELS: Schlitterbahn
Waterpark and Resort is at 400 N.

Liberty Ave. Call 830/625-2351; www.

schlitterbahn.com/new-braunfels.

GALVESTON: Schlitterbahn Water-
park, Galveston Island, is at 2109

Lockheed St. Call 409/770-9283;

www.schlitterbahn.com/galveston.

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND:
Schlitterbahn Waterpark and Resort
is at 33261 State Park Rd. 100.

Call 956/761-1160. www.schlitterbahn.

com/south-padre-island.

CORPUS CHRISTI: Schlitterbahn
Riverpark & Resort is at 14353

Commodores Dr. Call 361/589-

4200; www.schlitterbahn.com/
corpus-christi.

provide: "I can spend hours floating
along in a tube, laughing and playing
with my grandkids."

The river systems turned out to be
my daughter's favorites as well. She
thoroughly enjoyed trying to tip me out
of my inner tube repeatedly, and even

flirted with a few boys along the way. As
for me, I relived more than a few mem-

ories and braved some brand-new ex-

periences-such as face-planting dra-

matically on the Boogie Bahn in front

of a crowd of curious onlookers, much

to my daughter's amusement. Together,

we sped down through the dark, en-

closed tunnel of the Black Knight slide
in an inner tube built for two, rode a

circular inflatable raft down the wind-
ing curves of the Wolfpack Raft Slide,
and then followed that with a ride on
the Master Blaster, squealing all the

way. With our cellphones carefully

stowed in one of the myriad lockers,

we spent a full day in each other's com-

pany without the constant interruption

of the outside world. We hauled tubes

up flights of stairs to line up for rides to-

gether; we raced to see who was faster

on the speed slides; and we indulged in

ice cream while lounging poolside at

Blastenhoff Beach.
By the end of the day, we were both

spent. Before heading home, my daugh-
ter insisted on floating along the Tor-

rent River one last time. As we bobbed

along in the waves, drifting under a

flawless blue sky, it occurred to me that

one day she might bring her own daugh-

ter here to experience Schlitterbahn-

though by then, no doubt, the water-

park will have even more numerous

and more exciting attractions to offer.

Finally, as it neared closing time, we

dragged ourselves-tanned, tired, and

happy-out of the river circuit. We had

come full circle. *

Houston writer Heather Brand grew
up enjoying all things aquatic in Texas-
riding the slides, tubing the rivers,

surfing the waves. and sailing the coast-
line. She regrets not wearing more
sunscreen as a teenager.

JULY 2016 1 texashighways.com 45PHOTOS: Courtesy Schlitterbahn
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Hot-pink roses bloom brilliantly

in cement planters on all four corners

of the historic downtown square
in McKinney, where I'm waiting with

friends on a sunny sidewalk for
a crosswalk light to change.

We've made the 50-minute drive from Fort Worth for

a day's worth of fun exploring the shops, restaurants,

and patio scene on the newly revitalized square. I've

recently discovered the many charms and tasty of-

ferings of this vibrant Collin County town, and each

time I visit I find new reasons to return.

We've arrived just before lunchtime, and I'm

eager to take my friends to Patina Green Home &

Market, a popular restaurant and home-goods store

that opened in 2012. "The majority of the storefronts

were empty when we opened," co-owner Kaci Ly-

ford tells me. "We got an amazing location right on

the square. It was at the very beginning of McKin-

ney's revival."

Named for Collin McKinney, a pioneer and land

surveyor who signed the Texas Declaration of Inde-

pendence in 1836, McKinney has undergone signifi-

cant revitalization over the past decade, particularly

in and around the downtown square. Now there are

more than 100 shops, boutiques, furniture stores,

and galleries within walking distance of each other,
along with about a dozen restaurants. With a popula-

tion of nearly 162,000, the rapidly growing city boasts

a rich history with both old and modern architecture

and varied neighborhoods historic and new.

Kaci owns Patina Green with her husband Rob-

ert, a chef who works with local farmers, many in

Collin County, to source ingredients for his vegeta-

ble-focused (though hardly vegetarian) cuisine. We

tuck into a sampling of his flavorful, hot-pressed

sandwiches, including one made with spaghetti

squash and goat cheese and another with roasted

cauliflower and peppery arugula, along with velvety

tomato bisque and fluffy smoked-cheddar biscuits.

We admire Kaci's collection of antiques, too, such

as a vintage birdcage at the front of the store and the

weathered shutters propped atop a worn, wooden

work bench.

Fueled and ready to shop the square, my friends

and I stroll around the corner to Homepieces, a nar-

row antiques store cluttered with antique conversa-

tion pieces like ornate French mirrors, iron window

guards, weathered harvest tables, and chandeliers

made from deer antlers.

A short stroll away, Gray Living, a two-story lux-

ury furnishings store located in the heart of the

square, beckons us inside for more shopping. Owner

Randal Weeks' design line, Aidan Gray, offers home

decor, lighting, chandeliers, and furnishings made

to look like European antiques, such as wooden

side tables hand-carved with decorative details

and button-tufted upholstered chairs. There are at

least a dozen sophisticated "living areas" presented

throughout the store, each bedecked with plush seat-

ing, distressed side tables, whimsical lamps, and

decorative pillows and throws. Upstairs, past a dis-

play of shimmery mercury glass planters, we find

a wall illuminated with sconces of many sizes and

styles-some modern with stainless-steel hardware

and white fabric shades, and others with antiqued

finishes. On a heavy wooden table nearby, rows of

scented soy candles sit atop thin cross-sections of

tree trunks, each candle covered with a clear glass

dome. I lift one by the knob to smell a scent called to-

mato vine; it's clean and herbal with a hint of spice.

Before moving on, I purchase a memento for my

own home, a saucer-size circle of enamel printed

to resemble a giant typewriter key with the capital

U
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OPENING SPREAD, LANDON WINERY DRAWS CROWDS TO THE SQUARE. PIES GALORE AT EMPORIUM PIES.
THE MCKINNEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER NOW OCCUPIES THE TOWN'S 1875 COURTHOUSE.

CHEF ROBERT LYFORD MAKES PICKLES IN-HOUSE FOR HIS VEGETABLE-FOCUSED FARE AT PATINA GREEN.
THE GROOVY COOP STOCKS OLD AND NEW VINYL-"IT'S MY THING," SAYS OWNER KATIE SCOTT.



letter "B" for Blok, framed in distressed metal. Perhaps
I'll hang it in my hallway, or place it on the fireplace
mantle.

Just off the square at The Groovy Coop, we find
quirky, retro gifts like vintage miniskirt-clad paper
dolls from the 1960s, vintage-inspired ice-cream
scoops with mint-colored handles, wallets printed
with the Wonder Woman logo, and vintage ceramic
monkey figurines. There's also an extensive collection
of vinyl records. My friend flips through a section and

makes a meaningful find.
"I've been looking for this forever," she says, holding

up a Bob Wills and His Texas Playboys LP in its orig-
inal black-and-white jacket. "My grandmother used
to play this for us and we'd dance in the living room."

By now my friends and I are ready for refreshments,
so we stop at Landon Winery, a

tasting room located in an early

20th-Century building with prime As we expl
patio seating on the corner of the fills wit
square. All 28 wines served here girlfriend
are produced at Landon Winery's families witi
newer location in Greenville, about and couples
30 miles away. Grapes are sourced We watl
from vineyards in the Texas High and out of
Plains south of Lubbock, as well including
as California. We share a bottle of popcorn sh
straw-colored pinot grigio, which is and a cloti
crisp and tart with hints of melon,

and we learn from our server that

vintner and founder Bob Landon first started mak-

ing wine in his basement more than 30 years ago be-

fore opening Landon Winery on the square in 2005.

The winery is next to the Grand Hotel and Ballroom,

which occupies a four-story, circa 1886 building that

originally housed the Heard Opera House and Heard

Mercantile Store. My husband and I had stayed here

a few weeks prior when we visited McKinney for one

of Patina Green's multi-course market dinners, which

take place just once or twice a month and often sell out.

Popular for wedding receptions, the majestic hotel

has 44 guest rooms, elaborate chandeliers, pressed-

tin ceilings, and French doors. On the ground floor is

Rick's Chophouse, a romantically lit steakhouse with

leather booths, long banquet tables, wrought-iron

chandeliers, and an extensive menu of steaks, includ-

ing grass-fed filets, salt-crusted prime rib, and New

York strips. On the trip with my husband, we walked

through the busy restaurant to access the restaurant's

ore,
th p
group
hsm

you
h fol
nea
a c
hop,
ting

swanky lounge. There, we found more leather seat-
ing, a live jazz trio, a well-stocked bar, and a cele-
bratory crowd. After a nightcap, we returned to our

room and fell into a restful slumber beneath the heavy
down comforters of our four-poster bed.

But this trip is a girlfriend getaway. As we explore,
the square fills with people-girlfriend groups like
us, families with small children, and couples young
and old. We watch folks pop in and out of nearby
stores, including a candy-and-popcorn shop, a toy
store, and a clothing boutique, and we join others
walking up the steps to the McKinney Performing
Arts Center, our next destination.

Located in the former Collin County Courthouse,
the facility is the centerpiece of the square with its
colonial columns and towering clock. When it was

built in 1875, it stood 75 feet high,
but a 1927 remodel replaced the

the square mansard roof with a more modern
eople- design and reduced the building's
ups like us, height to 56 feet. Inside, we take in
aall children, a local art exhibit in the spacious
ung and old. lobby area and peek inside the 427-

ks pop in seat theater-formerly the court-

rhy stores, room-where concerts, comedy

andy-and- acts, and off-Broadway shows reg-

a toy store, ularly take place.

boutique. Hunger strikes, so we turn the

rest of our visit into a quick culi-

nary tour and hit some of McK-

inney's tastiest locales. At Rye Craft Food & Drink,
which opened in November inside the former law

office of Texas Governor James W. Throckmorton,

we sip brandy-spiked mimosas and share a trio of

delicious sliders. Each miniature sandwich-ham

slathered with sweet preserves, crispy chicken driz-

zled with local honey butter, and applewood-smoked

bacon stacked with sliced tomatoes and a layer of goat

cheese-is served on a buttermilk-cheddar biscuit.

It's time for dessert, so we walk a half-block off the

square to Emporium Pies, where I detect the aroma

of honey and peanut butter. "That's the Nutty Honey,"

the young man behind the counter tells me; it's

made with layers of honey-peanut glaze, peanut but-

ter-cream, and crushed honey-roasted peanuts, all in

a crumbly Graham-cracker crust. Pies here are made

in-house and change with the seasons, we're told, and

feature different crusts like shortbread, crushed pret-

zel, Graham cracker, and classic. While one friend

50 texashighways.com I JULY 2016

RICK'S CHOPHOUSE OCCUPIES THE GROUND FLOOR OF THE SWANKY GRAND HOTEL, WHOSE BUILDING DATES TO 1886.
FIND AN EVER-CHANGING INVENTORY OF FRENCH AND BELGIAN ANTIQUES AT HOMEPIECES.

EVERY TOWN SQUARE NEEDS A SPOT FOR PIE AND COFFEE, AND IN MCKINNEY, EMPORIUM PIES OBLIGES.
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opts for a glass of cold milk, I order something called "Lance's secret recipe

iced tea," a spicy house-made tea that's aromatic and refreshing. Both pair

well with the Nutty Honey pie, and my friends and I enjoy every sweet-

and-salty bite.

Our last stop is Local Yocal, a farm-to-market butcher shop and grocer

just off the square that supplies meats to many of McKinney's restaurants.

Opened in 2010, Local Yocal offers a smorgasbord of high-quality, locally
produced products from farmers and purveyors who take painstaking

pride in their craft. Along with grass-fed and Wagyu beef, pas-ured-raised

pork, grass-fed lamb, and other locally raised meats, the store offers house-

made sausages, farm eggs, milk, cheeses, butter, yogurt, salsa, honey, olive

oil, and coffee.
On our way back to US 75, we drive past Craftsman-style houses in

shades of royal blue, yellow, and turquoise and plot our next visit to McK-

inney. We'll schedule facials at Pavitra Organic Day Spa, which uses or-

ganic and eco-friendly products. Perhaps we'll visit the Heard Na-ural

Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary, where 289 acres of exhibits and

gardens include a native Texan butterfly house. A canoe tour around the

Heard wetlands might be on the agenda, as well as a visit to Chestnut

Square Historic Village, a collection of six historic homes, a replica one-

room schoolhouse, chapel, and store just south of downtown. As Chestnut

Square is home to a weekly farmer's market, there would be more culi-

nary delights in our future, as well as another historic McKirmey square

to explore. *

Fort Worth writer Celestina Blok says she was drawn to Mc V
square not only for the food scene, but also for the design inspiration in
the shops. While shooting this story, Austin-based photographer Matthew
Johnson took Local Yocal's "Steak 10i" class. He recommends it highly.

LOCAL YOCAL OFFERS A REGULAR "STEAK 101" CLASS THAT DRAWS CROWDS.
LANDON WINERY HOSTS TASTINGS OF ITS LINEUP SEVEN DAYS A WEEK.

AN EASYGOING VIBE PERMEATES THE SQUARE, ESPECIALLY IN NICE WEATHER.

ESSENTIALS

MCKINNEY
McKinney is located on US 75 about

30 miles north of Dallas. For more

details on McKinney, including infor-

mation on lodging, dining, events,

and attractions, call 888/649-8499;

www.visitmckinney.com.

Patina Green Home & Market

is at 116 N. Tennessee St.

Call 972/548-9141; www.patinagreen

homeandmarket.com.

Homepieces is at 203 E. Virginia St.

Call 972/542-6191.

Gray Living is at 113 Kentucky St. Call

972/542-0033; www.grayliving.com.

The Groovy Coop is at 109 S.
Tennessee St. Call 469/617-3820;

www.thegroovycoop.com.

Landon Winery is at 101 N.

Kentucky St. Call 972/542-3030;

www.landonwinery.com.

Grand Hotel and Ballroom/
Rick's Chophouse are at 114 W.

Louisiana St. (The main entrance

to Rick's is at 107 N.Kentucky.)

Call 214/726-9250; www.

grandhotelmckinney.com.

McKinney Performing Arts

Center is at 111 N. Tennessee St.

Call 972/547-2650; www.mckinney

performingartscenter.org.

Rye Craft Food & Drink is at 111

W. Virginia Pkwy. Call 214/491-1715;

www.ryemckinney.com.

Emporium Pies is at 107 S.
Tennessee St. (with another location

in Dallas). Call 214/491-1577;

www.emporiumpies.com.

Local Yocal is at 213 N.

Tennessee St. Call 469/952-3838;

www.localyocalfarmtomarket.com.

W-
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hen I was a child, Texas' state parks were beloved vacation

destinations. I became intimately familiar with the

ubiquitous brown-and-yellow signs, the stoic stone buildings,

rustic cabins, and cement picnic tables that dotted the state.

They were all similar, yet unique to each site. The large limestone

foundations of Central Texas gave way to adobe flair in the west, Spanish

mission influence in the south, and piney log cabins in the east. I passed

the plaques at the interpretive centers and didn't give a second thought to

the grainy black-and-white photos of men in rolled-up shirtsleeves posing

on rock piles, or smiling from the roof of a dining hall, hammer in hand.

I became interested in these photos again as an adult. As a

photojournalist and student of history, I like to comb through old images

looking for moments and stories. The men who built the state parks of

Texas were part of a program at a watershed in American politics and

culture. Progressive politics, early environmentalism, and the biggest

financial crisis the world had ever seen opened a window of opportunity

for big ideas to take root.

"Fishermen's barrack,"
Lake Brownwood
State Park, 1935

* "Dam footing,"
Fort Parker State
Park, c. 1935

2 The CCC boys at
Tyler State Park,
c. 1937

3 4 "HQ Activities"

Garner State Park
site, 1932
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During the Great Depres-

sion, as unemployment rose

to a staggering 25 percent

and a nine-year drought

ushered in the Dust Bowl in

the Midwest and Southern

Plains, President Frank-

lin D. Roosevelt proposed

the Civilian Conservation

Corps as a massive plan

to put millions of young

men to work in the conser-

vation of America's natu-

ral resources. From 1933
to 1942, the Civilian Con-

servation Corps left an en-

during legacy on the Texas

landscape and in the lives of

more than 50,000 Texans.
Dubbed "Roosevelt's Tree

Army," the program gained

wide bipartisan support,
laid the foundation of our

current parks system, and

provided financial relief to

millions of Americans.

At the start of the Great

Depression, Texas seemed
insulated from the wider

financial stress of the stock

market crash. Oil money

and a diversified network of

cotton, food crops, and wool
kept the economy afloat

until the early 1930s, when
the prices of cotton and oil

dropped and the drought

worsened.
At the time, Texas had an

anemic state parks system

with 14 parks that together

covered just over 800 acres.
(By comparison, Texas

state parks comprise more
than 600,000 acres today.)

The new state parks board

struggled for land dona-
tions and legislative fund-

ing to develop and main-

tain the parks. Just weeks

after Roosevelt announced
the CCC, proposals flooded

into Austin from commu-

nities all across Texas, each

Comprised of
World War I veterans,
CCC Company 3822
reconstructed the
18th-Century mission
structures at Goliad
State Park and Historic
Site, including the
church, granary, clois-
ter, and workshop.

The corps hand-
finished some 30,000
square feet of stone to
build Balmorhea's pool,
once billed as "The
World's Largest Open
Air Swimming Pool."

t __
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offering sites for new parks

and asking for help with

erosion, flood control, and

farming practices.

Over the next nine years,
CCC workers created 56 na-

tional, state, and local parks

in Texas, growing the total

acreage from 800 acres to

60,000 acres. Texas Parks

and Wildlife still manages
29 of these state parks today.

All were crafted accord-

ing to an architectural es-

thetic influenced by Fred-

erick Law Olmsted, the

designer of New York's

Central Park, and the Arts

& Crafts movement that

favored traditional crafts-

manship and simple de-

sign over industrial produc-

tion. Architects at the state

and national level sought

to minimize the silhouettes

of buildings and use na-
tive materials to blend into

the natural surroundings.

The style came to be known

as "National Park Service

Rustic." They built struc-

tures using pioneer meth-

ods of manual labor and

rough-hewn materials. The
resulting buildings, roads,
and landscape improve-

ments have stood the test

of time.

Visitors to Texas state

parks will immediately

recognize the rustic style.

The scenic lookout of Sky-
line Drive in Davis Moun-

tains State Park rises from

the cliff as a natural exten-

sion of local stone. Archi-

tects crafted the refectory
of Goose Island State Park

with a concrete mix of lo-

cally available sand and

oyster shells. The recon-

struction of 18th-Century

Spanish Mission Nuestra

Senora del Espiritu Santo

de Zfiiga in Goliad State
Park and Historic Site used

quarried local stone and a

kiln from the original set-
tlement to fire thousands of

floor tiles.

The CCC was tasked
with hiring young, often

unemployed or otherwise

idle young men. To hire as

many as possible, the CCC

remained an unskilled

labor force, utilizing hand
tools and the strength of

numbers rather than com-

plex machinery. Among
its many construction

achievements, the CCC

removed 2.5 tons of silt

and guano from Longhorn
Cavern, mapped the cave

system, and installed two

miles of electric lights.

Company 1856 built the

world's largest spring-fed

pool at San Solomon Springs
in Balmorhea, creating

a travel destination for

More on the CCC

For further reading on the CCC in Texas, look for Texas State Parks and
the CCC: The Legacy of the Civilian Conservation Corps, by Cynthia Brand-
imarte with Angela Reed (Texas A&M University Press, 2013). The visually
rich book covers the corps' formation and building of the parks, along with

stories of the CCC camps and ongoing management of the sites.

Another excellent resource is Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the
New Deal, by James Wright Steely (University of Texas Press, 1999), a

comprehensive history of the creation of Texas' state park system.

JULY 2016 1 texashighways.com 61PH OT O. Julia Robinson



early automobile tourists in

West Texas.

Some CCC workers

learned refined skills from ,
"Local Experienced Men,"

or LEMs, who supervised *

more technical aspects

of the construction. Electri-

cians, engineers, architects,

surveyors, plumbers, fore-

men, and artisans all con-

tributed to the park sites.
Specialized units for furni-

ture and ironworks cropped

up out of dedicated CCC

camps in White Rock

Lake, Bastrop, and Palo

Duro Canyon.

Although the CCC's work
in state parks is best known

to the public, many of the

CCC camps in Texas pro-

vided help with soil conser-

vation, erosion, and flood

control, and worked with

5,000 farmers to update
their agricultural practices. -----

Private landowners would

pay for materials and the

CCC provided the labor.
Bill McDonald, who worked
at soil conservation camp

3805 in Bartlett, recalled

in a 2004 interview for a
Texas Parks and Wildlife

Department oral history

project to commemorate the

work of the CCC: "Right off,
in very short order, I got my

Ph.D.-Post Hole Digger!"
CCC workers laid out miles

of fencing, terraced farm

fields, sodded grass, and

built small earthen dams

over the eastern and central

parts of the state.

By the 1930s the tim-
ber industry had denuded

many of East Texas' natu-

ral pine forests. Retus Wil-

liams worked in Company

880 in an area that became .A picture window frames a r v
Sabine National Forest. -o r --,
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Get your FREE packet with the Texas State Travel Guide, Texas Official Travel Map
and the current issue of the Texas Highways Events Calendar! Fill out the form below
and mail this card, or visit www.texashighways.com/freepubs, or call 877/252-8150.

NAME (Please Print)

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP
PACKAGE 2
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"We planted pine trees by

the thousands," he said in a

2003 interview with Texas

Parks and Wildlife. "We did
that for a long, long time."

All told, the CCC planted
3 million trees on private

and public lands in East

Texas and developed four

national forests with a total

of more than 600,000 acres.

The CCC conserved the

landscapes of Texas, but

also conserved the human

spirit of Texans. A high

percentage of Texas CCC

men came from families on

relief-more than 80 per-

cent- even after the relief
requirement for enrollment

was lifted in 1937.
Men ages 18 to 25 (later

expanded to 17 to 28) en-
rolled in the program for

six-month stints and up to
two years of work. The av-
erage CCC enrollee had an

eighth-grade education and
had been unemployed for

seven months before join-
ing the Corps. The "CCC
boys" earned $1 a day and

were required to send $22-
$25 home to -heir families

or dependents each month.

In this way, the CCC helped

redistribute roughly $2 bil-

lion in wages nationwide.

Roosevelt forbade dis-

crimination based on

religious or racial grounds,

but in practice many of
the local agencies in charge
of enlisting men in the pro-

gram did just that. African

Americans were never

enrolled in the numbers

that FDR envisioned,

even though many were
in more dire straits than

their white counterparts.

* The CCC's sand-
stone structures at
Palmetto State Park
blend with the lush
landscape.

2 The log replica
of Mission San
Francisco de los
Tejas, Mission Tejas
State Park.

Blanco State Park's
stone buildings, dams,
and other structures
were among the
CCC's earliest park
projects in Texas.

PHOTOS. Julia Robinson; Laurence Parent (this page) J ULY 2016 1 texashighways. com 65
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* Mother Neff
State Park

2 Longhorn Cavern
State Park

Meridian State Park

4 Indian Lodge,
in Davis Mountains
State Park

5 Old Fort Parker

6 Longhorn Cavern
State Park

' Balmorhea State Park

Q Indian Lodge,
in Davis Mountains
State Park

9 Goose Island
State Park

m Abilene State Park

Despite that, some CCC

camps were integrated in

the early years of the pro-

gram, though the men had

segregated mess halls, liv-
ing quarters, and latrines.

Starting in 1935 the camps
became fully segregated

with all-white, all-African

American, and some all-

Native American camps

distributed around the

nation. Other camps were

made up of older World

War I veterans.

In Texas, one of the

first all-African Ameri-

can camps re-created Fort

Parker, a historic replica

of the place where Coman-

ches captured Cynthia Ann

Parker in 1836. The fort was

part of the Texas Centennial

a1

celebration in 1936, and the
men from Company 3807

rebuilt the stockades and

a 423-foot dam across the

Navasota River, creating

Fort Parker Lake. The lake

is now part of Fort Parker

State Park, while the replica

fort is a privately owned

tourist attraction.

For M.F. Rutherford of

Mexia, working at Fort

Parker was a blessing. In

a 2003 Texas Parks and

Wildlife interview, Ruther-
ford explained that after the

Great Depression hit there

was no farm work or paid

employment to be found. By

1933, "we didn't have any-

thing, and finally wound up

in a soup line."

After joining the CCC

44

in 1938, Rutherford was

stationed eight miles
from home at Fort Parker,

where he worked in the

rock quarry and as a truck

driver. The workers built

the fort on the ruins of

Springfield, an African
American freedmen's col-

ony from the mid-19th Cen-

tury. After the park was

completed, African Ameri-

cans were, ironically, barred

from entry, a relic of Jim

Crow laws, until the 1960s.

"Now, mind you, now

we're talking about a time

of segregation," said Ruth-

erford. "But yet, I didn't

have no problem with it

because of what the Pres-

ident had did for me and
my family. And not only for

PHOTOS: Julia Robinson; @ Laurence Parent (1, 3, 10)
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my family, but millions and

millions of other families."
Over his two years in the

CCC, Rutherford sent his

wages home to his parents,

six siblings, and two cous-

ins in Mexia. "You car- just

visualize how many people

that paycheck reached and

helped out," he said.

Another success story,
Dolores "Lolo" Baeza grew

up on a family ranch just

outside of Presidio on the

Rio Grande and dreamed

of traveling to far-off places

when he joined the CCC in

1935. He was instead sta-
tioned in Big Bend work-
ing on park roads and later

helped build Indian Lcdge
in the Davis Mountains.

His work on those sites

began a two-decade ca-

reer in carpentry. Later, he

opened a chain of grocery

stores in Fort Davis, Alpine,

and Presidio. Lolo's great

granddaughter Berta Du-

arte works at Indian Lodge

today and takes pride in her

family's legacy in the area.

Many Texans employed

by the CCC went on to en-

list in the armed forces

during World War II. They
credit their time in the CCC

as preparation for their

time in the military. "When

I got that letter that says,

Uncle Sam pointing at you,

'We want you in the Army,'

I didn't hesitate, because I

was ready to go," said Ruth-

erford. Many of America's

Greatest Generation got

their start in the CCC.

Collectively, the Texans
of the CCC contributed
more than 100 million

hours of labor to conserv-

ing the landscape of Texas.

Whether you smile cruis-

ing down a curving park

road, or admire the arches

of a visitor's center or the

towering quiet of a mature

pine forest, you have to

thank the Texans of the Ci-

vilian Conservation Corps

Essentials
CCC in Texas

for their herculean effort al-

most a century ago. *

Austin-based photojoiirnal-
ist Julia Robinson was
intrigued by the sheer man-

power of the CCC camps
and the "unique political and

economic circumstances that
made their work possible,"
she says. "I'll never run my
hands along a roch wall or
a state parh cabin in quite
the same way."

*

For an online interactive database and map of the 29 Civilian Con-
servation Corps state parks in Texas, go to www.texascccparks.org.
For a complete list of Texas' state parks, go to www.tpwd.texas.gov.
For an interactive database and maps of CCC projects nationwide,
go to https://Iivingnewdeal.org.
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THE TEXAS HIGHWAYS GIFT SHOP is your one stop shop for
the perfect Lone Star-:hemed gift. Look for our True Texas line, which

highlights the exceptional creativity of Texas-based artisans with

products designed and manufactured in Texas. Shop with us for clothing,
books, home decor, and more ... all sure to please your favorite Texan!

shop.texashi ghways.com
800-839-4997
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.
or use the ORDER FORM in this issue.

BIRD BOTTLE
37759 ... $42.00
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TEXAS
UILTMUSEUM

History in the Making

Antique & contemporary quilts

Changing exhibits every 4 months

Heritage garden adjacent

Giant outdoor quilt mural

140 West Colorado
La Grange, TX 78945
Phone 979-968-3104

Open 10-4 Thursday-Saturday
Noon-4 Sunday

www.TexasQuiLtMuseum.org
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UCKED OFFA BRONCAND KNOCKED
unconscicus, Florence Hughes Randolph
lay on a stretcher a- the 1929 San An-
tonio Rodeo. Suddenly coming to, she

jumped tack on -he horse. "Its all in
the game." said the four-foot-six athlete

after co-nmleting hey ride on the "hur-
ricane deck' rodeo Lhngo for the back of

a bucking bronc.

I learned about Florence and othe: tougher-than-leather

cowgirls at Fort Wo--h's National Cowgirl Museum and Hall

of Fame, one stop on my recent tour of North Texas rodeo

museums. The circuit also took me to the city's National

Multicultural Western -eritage Museum and to the Dublin

Rodeo Heritage Museum. The rnseums explore the history,

legends, and tradition of rodeo in Texas and beyond setting

the stage for the hundreds of rodeos taking place across the

state every year.

I started my rodeo museum circuit at the Dublin Rodeo

Heritage Museum, located in downtown Dublin in the

ranchlands of Erath County. The museum's vintage rodeo

programs, artifacts, photographs, and fMlms chronicle the

World's Championship Rodeo, which was hsld in Dublin from

The museums
explore the

history,
legends, and
tradition of

rodeo in Texas
and beyond,
setting the

stage for the
hundreds
of rodeos

taking place
across the state

every year.
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WESTERN WOMEN
Moment of Glory, by

Wes Smith, and the new

Grand Rotunda mobile
at the National Cowgirl

Museum and Hall of
Fame in Fort Worth.

X940 to 19r-9. Rodeo promoter Everett

Colborn founded the rodeo when he

established his Lightning C Ranch

to raise rodeo stock like bulls, broncs,

steers and calves. The ranch stretched

across 14,030 acres in Erath, Hamilton,

and Comanche counties. "The legend

says lightning struck a prize bull, so he

named the ranch the Lightning C," said

museum President Carolyn Harbin.

The Lightning C brand-a lightning

bolt across a letter C-is depicted in

various pieces of gear on display at

the niuseum, including chaps, a metal

medallion from ranch gates, kiddie

cow boy boots, a necklace, and shirts

worn by participants in the rodeo show's

quadrille, a square dance performed

-in hcrsebark.

Colborn partnered with Dub-

lin Rodeo Enterprises, which built a

.,0oo-seat outdoor arena in Dublin

-:c host the World's [continued on page 73))
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TELL US Your TOPS!
Tell us your favorite main drag in the state, whether it's along a quaint courthouse square or within a
buzzing cityscape. ("Main" does not have to be in the name.) Let us know at www.texashighways.com/
mainstreet; letters@texashighways.com; or by mailing in this form to Texas Highways,
PO Box 141009, Austin, TX 78714-1009. (Also find us on Facebook.)
We'll reveal a countdown of your top Main Street destinations in 2017.

NAME:

YOUR HOME CITY OR TOWN:

ABSOLUTE FAVORITE STREET:

WHY:

BEST BEACHY STREET :

WHY:

BEST QUIRKY/ECLECTIC STREET:

WHY:

BEST STREET FOR MUSIC:

WHY:

BEST STREET FOR SHOPPING: 

WHY

BEST CULTURAL STREET:

WHY:

BEST RURAL STREET:

WHY.

BEST STREET FOR FOOD:

WHY:

MOST PICTURESQUE STREET:

WHY:

TEXAS
H I G H W A Y S

Th. TRAVEL MAGAZINE of TEXAS

Reader Service Guide to Advertisers
For information from our advertisers, use the forms

in this issue, or go to www.texashighways.com.
(Reader service numbers are in bold.)

1. Amarillo Convention & Visitors Council
pg.14

2. Andrews Chamber of Commerce and
Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 78

3. Bastrop County Tourism pg. 17

4. Best Western Texas pg. 31

5. Brenham/Washington County pgs. 76 and 77

6. Cedar Park Tourism pg. 33

7. DeSoto Chamber of Commerce pg. 74

8. Glen Rose Convention & Visitors Bureau
pg. 70

9. Graham Chamber of Commerce &
Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 37

10. City of Grand Prairie pg. 37

11. Houston County Texas pg. 27

12. Irving Arts Center pg. 23

13. Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau
pg. 27

14. Laredo Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 71

15. City of Longview-Tourism pg. 23

16. Mansfield Convention & Visitors Bureau
pg. 20

17. Marble Falls-Lake LBJ Chamber
of Commerce and Convention &
Visitors Bureau pg. 31

18. Matagorda County Convention &
Visitors Bureau pg. 34

19. McNay Art Museum pg. 19

20. Miller Outdoor Theatre pg. 39

21. Mount Pleasant/Titus County
Chamber of Commerce pg. 71

22. Natural Bridge Caverns pg. 13

23. Natural Bridge Wildlife Ranch pg. 13

24. The Nitsche Group pg. 24

25. Palestine Visitor Center pg. 39

26. Round Top Area Chamber of Commerce
pg.10

27. City of Shenandoah pg. 78

28. Texas Quilt Museum pg. 70

29. Texas Mosquito Festival pg. 74

30. Visit Lubbock pg. 4

31. The Woodlands Convention & Visitors
Bureau pg. 28
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FREE
Information

FROM OUR ADVERTISERS

ONLINE:
Go to www.texashighways.com
and select Advertising Information
at the bottom of the page.

BY MAIL:
Locate the numbers printed to the

left of each advertiser on the
Reader Service Guide to Advertisers.
Circle the corresponding numbers on

the postage-paid card at right
and mail today.

BY FAX:
Submit your card to our toll-free

fax number: 1-888-847-6035.

TEXAS
H I G H W A Y S

www.texashighways.com
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StateCity

Card expires 1/1/17

Zip

We offer a
fabulous array of
Lone Star-themed
and Texas-made

products!

shop.texashighways.com

800-839-4997
(903-636-1123

from outside the U.S.A.)

or use the ORDER FORM
on the other side.

TEXAS HIGHWAYS
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38809
TEXAS STATES TIE

38810
COME AND TAKE IT TIE

Designed by Paris Texas Apparel Co. Each tie
comes in a special gift tin. Both ties are made from
100% printed silk with a double wool-blend liner.
58 inches long and 3-1/2 inches wide. $75.00 each

THE TEXAS HIGHWAYS GIFT SHOP is your one stop shop
for the perfect Lone Star-themed gift. Look for our True Texas line,
which highlights the exceptional creativity of Texas-based artisans.
Visit shop.texashighways.com for clothing, books, home decor,

and more... all sure to please your favorite Texan!

FREE
Advertising
Information
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TEXAS HIGHWAYS

ONLINE: slop.texasliglways.com
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.

BY PHONE: 800-839-4997(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.)
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central " Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central * Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central

BY MAIL: Fill out the ORDER FORM below. Include your payment. Enclose in an envelope

and mail to: Texas Highways, PO Box 8558, Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558

PRODUCT ORDER FORM

We offer a
fabulous array of
Lone Star-themed
and Texas-made

products!

COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER
Name

Street Address

city State Zip

Daytime Phone Number ( )

(In case we have questions regarding your order)

D Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways)

Charge my: Q Visa Q MasterCard
Z Discover Q American Express

Card number

Expiration date

Signature

Item # Size Description Oty. Price $ Total

Product Total
Shipping & Handling (See chart on right)

SUBTOTAL

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).
TOTAL

Product order must
include payment.

By State law,
shipping and
handling charges
are taxable.

JUL16TH

Mail with payment to:
Texas Highways

PO Box 8558
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558

U.S. SHIPPING
& HANDLING

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.)

$14.99 and under .......... $4.95
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95
$50.00 to $74.99 ....... $11.95
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95
$150.00 to $199.99.......$18.95
$200.00 + ................ $21.95

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. " For orders delivered
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H
prices. International shipping times vary.
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside
the continental U.S.
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan-
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to
your subtotal.

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY

IF MAILED
IN THE

UNITED STATES

FREE
Information

FROM OUR
ADVERTISERS



( continued from page 71] Championship
Rodeo. Dubbed the Colborn Bowl, it
was said to have been the Southwest's

largest of its kind at the time. Major
rodeo stars like Jim Shoulders, Casey

Tibbs, Toots Mansfield, and Tad Lucas
competed in Dublin's rodeo, which

also became known as the pre-Madi-

son Square Garden rodeo. Every year

after the Dublin competitions, the bulls,
broncs, cowboys, and cowgirls boarded

a train for New York. Singing cow-

boy movie star Gene Autry became a

rodeo business partner with Colborn in

1942, and a photo in the Dublin muse-

um shows Colborn and Autry riding

horses together in the Manhattan ro-

deo parade.

Guests big and small can sit on a

saddle and have their picture taken in

front of a large photo of rodeo cham-

pion Harry Tompkins aboard an ornery

Brahma bull, one arm flying in the air

and a big smile on his face. Tompkins,
originally from New York, is a five-time

world champion bull rider who mar-

ried the Colborns' daughter, Rosemary.

Bull riding "was like dancing," Tomp-

kins told the Abilene Reporter-News in

2011. "I'd be thinking about something

else while I was riding." Asked what he
thought about, Tompkins said, "Girls.
What else would anybody think about?"

The women of rodeo take center stage

at the National Cowgirl Museum and

Hall of Fame in Fort Worth's Cultural

District. Dedicated to celebrating

women and their contributions to the

American West, the museum unveiled

a renovated first floor last summer and

plans to renovate its second floor in the

coming months. The museum's Grand

Rotunda welcomes visitors with a new

mobile, a glorious, high-tech assemblage

of 1oo hanging still and moving pictures
of ladies of the sage and cactus patch.

Also on the first floor, the Hitting the

Mark: Cowgirls and Wild West Shows
exhibit elegantly honors the women

who participated in these shows of

the late 19th and early 20th centuries,

considered forerunners of rodeos. A

headline on a front-page reproduction

PHOTOS: Will van Overbeek

of the Fort Worth Gazette from 1887
indicates that the shows, which toured
internationally, had fans among female

leaders abroad: "Queen Victoria is

as Tickled as a School Girl Over the
Performance of the Wild West Show."

Though Buffalo Bill Cody was the
best-known buckskin impresario, the
exhibit also explores other Wild West

shows, including Pawnee Bill's Wild
West, later known as Pawnee Bill's
Far East, and the 101 Ranch Real Wild

West. Florence Hughes Randolph, the

resilient bronc rider and trick rider

mentioned earlier, even produced

-f

'4n 4

her own show at the young age of 16,
calling it Princess Mohawk's Wild
West Hippodrome.

The Wild West Shows exhibit show-
cases artifacts from the era, including

a beaded leather tunic and gauntlets

worn by Lillian Smith, aka Princess
Wenona. The exhibit also presents an

unprecedented portrait of sharpshoot-

ing superstar Annie Oakley, including
personal effects like her wedding ring,
handwritten letters, cabinet cards, and a

traveling trunk, as well as promotional

items. In a life-size hologram and four
small dioramas, a vividly rendered

LET'S RODEO!
At left. the National Multicultural
Heritage Museum's display of
charra attire for the Mexican rodeo

escaramuza event. Below, a photo
of Harry Tompkins in Dublin.
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Oakley talks about life in a Wild West
show. An Oakley sculpture by Fort

Worth artist Janice Hart holds Annie's

actual shotgun.
Second-floor exhibits feature the

224 members of the Cowgirl Hall of
Fame Gallery, a roster that includes
rodeo cowgirls, ranchers, artists, en-

tertainers, humanitarians, educators,

businesswomen, and writers. All are
represented in a massive photomon-

tage, and a few are highlighted on a
revolving basis in separate displays. This

spring, the displays included Velma B.

Johnston, also known as "Wild Horse
Annie" for her work to protect wild mus-
tangs and burros. Stricken with polio as
a child, Johnston was inspired by a photo
on her hospital wall showing wild horses
running free. Also featured was Western

music star Louise Massey Mabie, whose

display included stage attire, vintage
songbooks, and a 78 rpm recording of

her 1941 hit, "My Adobe Hacienda."
In a second-floor exhibit about

women in rodeo, a plaster cast worn

by cowgirl Ruth Roach in 1933 serves

as a reminder of the sport's dangers.

I also learned that women were
excluded from rodeo competition in the

mid-1940s, which led to the creation

of the Women's Professional Rodeo
Association. With some 2,500 members

today, the WPRA sanctions women's
events-primarily barrel racing-at
rodeos across the country.

The women of the National Cowgirl

Museum and Hall of Fame remind us

that a rainbow of ethnicities contributed

to the story of the West and the evolution

of its representative sport. Also in Fort

Worth, the National Multicultural

Western Heritage Museum emphasizes

that fact as well.

"We're a teaching museum," ex-

plained co-founder Gloria Austin. "We

want to help educate about individu-

als who contributed to the West but are

often not included in the textbooks."

Open on Saturdays and by appointment

for groups on Wednesdays to Fridays,

the Multicultural Western Heritage

Museum offers children's storytelling

and arts-and-crafts activities on Sat-
urday afternoons.

A gallery devoted to the Buffalo

Soldiers, African American frontier
cavalrymen, features 19th-Century

pistols and a vintage McClellan saddle.

Copies of Cathy Williams' discharge
papers-she posed as a male to enlist
and serve-are also on display. The
museum, set in a former senior center,
also operates a Buffalo Soldier camp

and other youth programs at a 10-acre
site about four miles from the museum.

(The museum's future plans include
building a new museum and relocating

to the site.)
The museum's Hall of Fame in-

cludes Bill Pickett, the Texas-born Af-
rican American cowboy who invented
the rodeo competition of bulldogging,
which inspired today's steer-wrestling

event; Bose Ikard, a cowboy born a

slave who went up the Goodnight-Lov-
ing Trail; Comanche Chief Quanah

Parker; Herb Jeffries, singing cowboy

film star known as "the Bronze Bucka-

roo"; Jackson Sundown, the great Nez

Perce rodeo star; and Native American

trick rider Vicki Herrera Adams.

Visit any of these sites-and more

like them across the state-and I'll bet
my boots you'll toss your Stetson and

holler: "Let's rodeo! At the museum!" *

NORTH TEXAS RODEO MUSEUMS I
The Dublin Rodeo Heritage * FORT

Museum is at 118 W. Blackjack St. WORT

Open Wed-Sat 1-5. Free admission.

Call 254/434-3675; www.rodeoheritagemuseum.
org. On July16, the museum's annual Dublin Rodeo

Reunion features a parade, chuck wagon meals,

a branding-iron ceremony, a kiddie corral, and

Memorial Walk honorees.

The National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame
is at 1720 Gendy St. in Fort Worth. Summer hours

are Mon-Sat 10-5 and Sun 12-5. Call 817/336-4475;
www.cowgirl.net.

The National Multicultural Western Heritage

Museum is at 3400 Mount Vernon Ave. in Fort Worth.

Call 817/922-9999; www.cowboysofcolor.org.
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EVENTS
WANT MORE? GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT www.texashighwayscom.

July's travel spotlights:

HILL COUNTRY > Kerrt'ille

July 4th Fun
Looking for a quintessentially Texan July 4th celebration? Kerrville
offers up a worthy contender with Robert Earl Keen's Fourth on
the River. Held annually at Louise Hays Park on the Guadalupe
River, the free event opens at 2 p.m. with the music starting at 4
p.m. Four acts take the stage, including Bruce Robison at 6:30 p.m.
and Keen-a Kerrville resident himself-at 8 p.m., followed by a fire-
works show at 9:30 p.m. Along with music, the event offers food and
drink vendors, as well as children's attractions like face-painting and
bounce houses. And if you get too hot, you can jump in the river.
www.robertearlkeens4th.com.

PRAIRIES AND LAKES > Dallas

The Collector's Eye
Many of us tinker with collecting at some point in our lives, whether it's an
obsession with baseball cards, ceramic penguins, or some other personal fasci-
nation. In Dallas, the Perot Museun of Nature and Science explores collecting
in Eye of the Collector, an exhibition of wildly diverse personal troves-from
Dallas Cowboys memorabilia to PEZ dispensers, and vintage bicycles to
African American dolls. "It's important to understand that collections are why museums exist in the first place. We
wouldn't be here without them," says Colleen Walker, museum CEO. Through September 5. www.perotmuseum.org.

S;u
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GULF COAST > Houston

Taking Flight
The Holocaust Museum Houston memorializes the 1.5 million children who died
in the Holocaust with Taking Flight: The Butterfly Project, an exhibition of hand-
made butterflies crafted by children across the globe. Over the past 20 years, the
museum has collected butterflies for each child lost, culminating in the exhibition
and its diverse selection of creations made from materials like paper, feathers,
fabric, metal, concrete, wood, and stained glass. Taking Flight runs through July
31, and the museum will exhibit cases of the butterflies at locations throughout
Houston until March 2017. www.hmh.org/butterflies.

GULF COAST > Brownsvi'le

Summer Safari
A treasure in the Rio Grande VallEy, Brownsville's Gladys Porter Zoo is a lush, 31-acre
enclave built around a meandering resaca. The zoo, which is known for its success in breeding
endangered animals, is home to 377 different species. In the summer, the zoo's Summer
Safari (June 6-August 12) offers classes and camps for children as young as pre-kindergarten
with topics such as "Sharks and Ray3" and "Junior Zookeepers." And on Animal Play Day
(July 3), zookeepers will engage the animals with entertaining enrichment activities and
games, such as giving the sea lions fish encased in blocks of ice. www.gpz.org.

BIG BEND
COUNTRY

ALPINE: July 4 Celebration
July 4. www.visitalpinetx.com
432/837-5539

ALPINE: Viva Big Bend
July 28-31. www.viva
bigbend.com

CRANE: Goodnight Loving
150 Anniversary July 2-4.
goodnightlovingcelebration.
wordpress.com 432/558-2311

FORT STOCKTON: Fourth
of July Celebration July 3-4.
www.fortstockton.org

FORT STOCKTON:
Water Carnival July 14-16.
432/336-2264

MARFA: Marfa Film Festival
July 13-17. www.marfafilm
festival.com

MIDLAND: Star-Spangled
Salute July 4. www.Fourthln
Midland.com 432/683-3381

MIDLAND: Tall City Blues
Fest July 8-9. www.tallcity
bluesfest.com 432/262-0034

MONAHANS: Freedom
Fest July 4. www.monahans.
org 432/943-2187

MONAHANS: Butterfield
Festival July 30. www.
monahans.org 432/943-2187

ODESSA: Firecracker
Fandango July 2. www.
odessa-tx.gov 432/335-4683

PECOS: Night in Old Pecos
and Cantaloupe Festival
July 24. www.pecostx.com
432/445-2406

GULF COAST
ANGLETON: Freedom
Festival July 2.979849-4364

BAY CITY: Sparks in the
Park July 4. www.cityofbay
city.org 979/323-1660

BRAZORIA: Santa Ana Ball
July 16. www.brazoriahf.org
979/236-0241

BROWNSVILLE: Salute to
Freedom July 4.956/542-2064

CLUTE: Great Texas
Mosquito Festival July 28-30.
www.mosquitofestival.com
979/265-8392

EDNA: Independence Day
Celebration and Fireworks
July 2. www.brackenridge
park.com 361/782-5456

FREEPORT: Fishin' Fiesta
June 29-July 3. www.fishin
fiesta.com 979/233-1047

HOUSTON: Freedom Over
Texas July 4. www.freedom
overtexas.org 713/224-9115

LA PORTE: July 4 Fireworks
By The Bay July 4. www.visit
laportetx.com 281/470-5017

LAKE JACKSON: Fireworks
Display July 4. www.lake
jackson-tx.gov 979/297-4533

LOS FRESNOS: 8th Annual
Mango Fiestival July 16.
www.riversendnursery.com

NEDERLAND: Fourth of
July Celebration July 4.
409/724-0773

PALACIOS: Palacios
Lions Club Fourth of July
Celebration July 3-4.
972/922-4478

PORT ARANSAS: Deep
Sea Roundup July 7-10.
www.deepsearoundup.com
361/749-6339

PORT ARTHUR:
Independence Day Celebra-
tion July 4.409/984-6101

PHOTOS: (from top) Darren Carroll: Bob Bragalone collection/courtesy Ron St. Angelo; courtesy Holocaust Museum
Houston; Will van Overbeek
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The Barnhill House
An Old-Fashioned Toy Store

979-836-1817

July 4 Fireworks-on-the-Brazos
Washington on the Brazos

WhereTexasBecameTexas.org

Back Lot Gallery
New Artists; New Art

308 S. Park Street

Step into the Past
Historic Movies & Tours

979-836-3696

Ant Street Inn
Vintage Accommodations

AntStreetlnn.com

visit

Washington County
VisitBrenhamTexas.com -800-509-1752

I

Hermann Furniture
The Oldest Family Owned & Operated Furniture Store in Texas

HermannFurniture.com
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Windy Winery
Where Time Stands Still

WindyWinery.com

Chappell Hill Bakery & Deli & Barbecue
Sausage Kolaches, Pies, Pastries, Pralines

979-836-0910 - ChappellHillBakeryandDeli.com

FREE Outdoor Concerts
Courthouse Square in Downtown Brenham

July 19, 16, 23, 30



PORT O'CONNOR: Annual
Fourth Fireworks Display
July 2. www.portoconnor
chamber.com 361/983-2898

PORT O'CONNOR: Poco
Fest July 14-16. www.poco
fest.net 361/333-8032

ROCKPORT: Fourth of July
July 4. www.rockport-fulton.org

ROCKPORT: Rockport
Art Festival July 2-3.
www.rockportartcenter.com
361/729-5519

HILL COUNTRY

AUSTIN: Austin Symphony's
July 4th Concert and Fire-
works July 4. www.roadway
events.com 512/441-9016

BANDERA: Annual Pet
Parade July 4.830/796-3045

BANDERA: National Day of
the American Cowboy July 23-
24. www.ndac.weebly.com
830/796-3864

BRADY: July Jubilee
July 2-4. www.bradytx.com
325/597-3491

CASTROVILLE: July 4th
Celebration July 3-4.
castrovilletx.gov
830/538-9838

COMFORT: July 4
Celebration July 2.
www.comfort-texas.com
830/995-3131
FREDERICKSBURG:
Fourth of July Celebrations
July 4. www.Visit
FredericksburgTX.com/july4
830/997-6523

FREDERICKSBURG:
Night in Old Fredericksburg
July 16. www.gillespiefair.net
830/997-2359

JOHNSON CITY: Spangle
Dangle July 4. www.spangle
dangle.com 830/868-7684

LAMPASAS: Spring Ho
Festival July 4-10.
www.springho.com
512/556-5301

LAMPASAS: Lampasas
Barbecue Cook-Off July 8-9.
www.lampasaschamber.org
512/556-5172

LEAKEY: July Jubilee
July 1-2. www.FrioCanyon
Chamber.com 830/232-5222

LEAKEY: Frio Canyon
Redneck Games July 30.
www.FrioCanyonChamber.
com 830/591-4736

OZONA: Fourth of July
Celebrations July 4.
325/392-2827

ROUND ROCK: Frontier
Days Celebration July 4. www.
austinsymphonicband.org

SAN MARCOS:
SummerFest July 4. www.
summerfestSMTX.com
512/393-5936

SAN MARCOS: Float Fest
July 16-17. www.floatfest.net

STONEWALL: July Fourth
at the Sauer-Beckmann
Living History Farm July 4.
www.tpwd.texas.gov
830/644-2252

TAYLOR: Independence
Festival Day July 4. www.
ci.taylor.tx.us 512/352-3675

WIMBERLEY: VFW Rodeo
July 1-3. www.texasvfw.net
512/847-6441

WIMBERLEY: Big Scoop
Ice Cream Festival July 2.
www.ststeve.org 512/847-9956

PANHANDLE
PLAINS

AMARILLO: National Day
of the Cowboy July 23.
www.agha.com 806/378-4718

BIG SPRING: Pops in the
Park July 3.432/263-7641

CANYON: TEXAS Outdoor
Musical June 3-August 20.
www.texas-show.com
806/655-2181

CHRISTOVAL: Running
of the BULL July 23-24.
325/650-2827

DALHART : Independence
Day Celebration and Fireworks
July 4. www.dalhart.org
806/268-2475

EASTLAND: Old-Fashioned
Fourth of July July 4. www.
eastlandchamber.com
254/629-2332

GRAHAM: Red and White
and You July 4. 866/549-0401

LEVELLAND: Early Settlers
Day Festival July 9. www.
levelland.com 806/894-3157

LUBBOCK: Fourth on
Broadway July 2-4.
www.broadwayfestivals.com
806/749-2929

MOBEETIE: Old Mobeetie
Texas Music Festival July 29-
31. www.mobeetie.com
806/845-2025

PERRYTON: Lions Club
Fourth of July Fireworks
July 4. www.perryton.org
806/435-6575

POST: Smokin in the Park
Barbecue Cook-Off July 22-
23. 806/495-3461

SAN ANGELO: Holiday
Artillery Salutes July 4.
www.fortconcho.com
325/234-0316

SAN ANGELO: Wake the
Desert Wakeboard and
Wakesurfing Contest July 15-
17. www.visitsanangelo.org

SAN ANGELO: Buffalo
Soldier 150th Anniversary
Celebration July 28.
www.fortconcho.com
325/234-0316

SLATON: July 4 Festival
July 4. slatonchamberof
commerce.org 806/828-6238

SLATON: Caprock Classic
Car Club Show and Cruise

July 15-16. www.slaton
chamberofcommerce.org
806/828-6238

SWEETWATER: WTRA
Rodeo Finals July 20-24.
www.nolancc.com
325/235-3484

WOLFFORTH: Fourth on
the Fifth Celebration July 5.
www.mywolfforthnews.com
806/855-4159

WYLIE: Bluegrass on Ballard
July 2. www.WylieTexas.gov/
Bluegrass 972/516-6016

PINEY WOODS

GLADEWATER: Fireworks
and Boat Parade July 2.
gladewaterchamber.org
903/845-5501

GLENDALE: Brother-N-
Laws Team Roping July 30-
31. 254/897-4509

JACKSONVILLE: July 4
Fireworks Display on Lake
Jacksonville July 4. www.
lakejacksonville.org
903/586-0327

JEFFERSON: Fourth of July
Celebration and Fireworks
July 1-4. www.jefferson
railway.com 866/398-2038

JEFFERSON: Jefferson
Salutes America July 4.
www.visitjeffersontexas.com
903/665-3733

LONGVIEW: Great Texas
Balloon Race July 22-24.
www.greattexasballoonrace.
com 903/753-3281

MAGNOLIA: Fourth in
Unity Park July 4. www.
cityofmagnolia.com
281/356-2266
NACOGDOCHES:
Freedom Fest July 4.
www.visitnacogdoches.org
888/653-3788
THE WOODLANDS:
Houston Symphony: Star-
Spangled Salute July 3.
www.woodlandscenter.org

PRAIRIES
AND LAKES

ADDISON: Kaboom Town!
July 3. addisonkaboomtown.
com 800/ADDISON

BASTROP: Bastrop
Patriotic Festival July 2.
www.bastropchamber.com
512/303-0558

BOWIE: July Jam July 30.
www.cityofbowietx.com
940/872-6246

CHAPPELL HILL: Fourth
of July Parade July 4.
www.chappellhilltx.com
979/337-9910

CHAPPELL HILL: Summer
Cowboy Event July 4. www.
chappellhillhistoricalsociety.
com 979/836-6033

CLEBURNE: Fourth of
July Celebration July 4.

www.cleburnechamber.com
817/645-2455

CLEBURNE: Goatneck Bike
Ride July 30. www.thegoat
neck.us 817/645-2455

CLIFTON: Clifton Open
Rodeo and Parade July 15-
16. 254/326-8905

CUERO: Market on Main
July 23. www.cueromain
street.com 361/485-8008

DECATUR: Wise County
Old Settlers Reunion July 25-
30.940/627-7090

DENTON: Denton Kiwanis
Fireworks Show July 4.
www.dentonkiwanisclub.org
940/387-6323

DENTON: Fourth of July
Jubilee July 4. www.denton
parks.com 940/349-8272

ELGIN: Beach Party
July 16. www.elgintx.com
512/281-5724

ENNIS: Ennis Freedom Fest
July 2. www.VisitEnnis.org
972/878-4748

FORT WORTH: Mimir
Chamber Music Festival
June 27-July 8. www.mimir
festival.org 817/984-9299

FORT WORTH: National
Day of the American Cow-
boy July 23. www.stockyards
station.com 817/625-9715

GARLAND: Star-Spangled
Spectacular July 4. www.
firewheeltowncenter.com
972/675-1041

GIDDINGS: July Fourth
Fireman's Celebration July 4.
www.giddingstx.com
979/542-3455

GLEN ROSE: Fourth of
July Fireworks July 4.
254/898-2805

GRANBURY: Old-
Fashioned Fourth of July
Celebration July 2-4.
www.granburychamber.com
817/573-1622

GRAND PRAIRIE: Fire-
works Celebration July 3-4.
www.lonestarpark.com
972/263-RACE

GRAND PRAIRIE:
Festival de Mariachi July 9.
www.tradersvillage.com
972/647-2331

GRAPEVINE: July Fourth
Fireworks Extravaganza
July 4. www.grapevinetexas
usa.com 817/410-3185

KAUFMAN: Fourth of July
Celebration July 4. www.
kaufmanchamber.com
972/932-3118

LEONARD: Leonard Picnic
July 11-16. 214/945-5509

MANSFIELD: Rockin
Fourth of July July 3. www.
mansfieldsgotgame.com
817/804-5795

Saddlehorn Winery
Tasting Room & EventVenue
SaddlehornWinery.com

TV

Chappell Hill
Lavender & Wine Fest-Aug. I 3

979-251-8114

George Bush Presidential
Library and Museum

College Station, Bush4 I .org

.4- '
N

Antique Carousel Rides
Sat. I I am-4pm & Sun. I pm-4pm

CityofBrenham.org/parks

I
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Order your FREE packet with the Texas State Travel Guide, Texas Official
Travel Map and the current issue of the Texas Highways Events Calendar!

Visit www.texashighways.com/freepubs, or call 877/252-8150 and ask for Package 2.

MCDADE: Watermelon
Festival July 9. www.mcdade
texas.com 512/273-2566

MCKINNEY: Red, White
and BOOM! July 4. www.
downtownmckinney.com
972/547-2660

MESQUITE: Fireworks
Extravaganza and Devil's
Bowl Sprint Car Nationals
July 3. www.devilsbowl.com
972/222-2421

PARIS: Paris Balloon and
Music Festival July 15-16.
www.parisballoonandmusic
festival.com 903/819-1001

PARIS: Tour de Paris
Bicycle Rally Julyr16.
www.tourdeparis.com
903/784-2501

PLANO: All-American
Fourth Firework Show July 4.
www.plano.gov 972/941-5840

ROUND TOP: Round Top
Music Festival June 5-July16.
www.festivalhill.org
979/249-3129

ROUND TOP: Fourth of
July Parade and Celebration
July 4. www.roundtoprifle.
com 979/249-3117

ROUND TOP: Shakespeare
at Winedale July 14-31. www.
shakespeare-winedale.org
512/471-4726

SACHSE: Red, White, and
Blue Blast July 2. www.
cityofsachse.com/redwhite
andblue 469/429-0275

SALADO: Salado Legends
July 23, 30. saladocom
254/947-5040

SEALY: SealyBration July 9-
10.979/885-3222

SEGUIN: Biggest Small
Town Fourth of July Parade
July 4. www.visitseguin.com
830/401-2475

SEGUIN: Fireworks Fiesta
July 4. www.visitseguin.com
830/401-2475

SEGUIN: Texas Lineman's
Rodeo July 14-16. www.tlra.
org 936/525-7257

SHINER: Half-Moon
Holidays July 1-3.
www.shinertx.com
361/594-4180

WALLIS: Wallis Fun Fest
July 29-30. 281/239-5203

WASHINGTON: Fireworks-
on-the-Brazos July 4. www.
wheretexasbecametexas.org
936/878-2214

WAXAHACHIE: Crape
Myrtle Festival July 3-4.
972/937-2390

WEATHERFORD: Parker
County Peach Festival July 9.
www.peachfestivaltx.com
817/596-3801

SOUTH TEXAS
PLAINS
BALCONES HEIGHTS:
Balcones Heights Jazz
Festival July 8,15,22,29.
www.sanantoniocentral.org
210/732-0055

EAGLE PASS: Fourth of
July Celebration July 4.
830/773-4343

EAGLE PASS: Summer
Sizzler July 9-11.
830/773-4343

EDINBURG:Texas
Cook'Em: High Steaks
in Edinburg July 2.
www.edinburg.com
956/383-4974

EDINBURG: Frida Fest
July 9. www.edinburgarts.
com 956/383-6246

SAN ANTONIO: Freedom
Fest at Market Square July 2-
3. www.marketsquaresa.com
210/207-8600

WESLACO:Weslaco Fourth
of July Celebration July 4.
www.facebook.com/Alfresco
Weslaco 956/969-0838

WANT MORE?
GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT
www.texashighways.com.
FORA FREE PRINTED COPY of an even more de-
tailed, quarterly schedule of events, write to Texas Highways
Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714-
9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S.
or Canada, between 8-6 Central.

FOR TEXAS TRAVEL QUESTIONS, call 800/
452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information Center,
where a professional travel counselor will provide routing
assistance, advise you of road conditions, and send bro-
chures (including the official Texas State Travel Guide,
Texas Official Travel Map, and quarterly Texas Highways
Events Calendar).

TO SUBMIT EVENT INFORMATION: www.texas
highways corn and go to Events, Event Submission form;
email: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Highways
Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Listing
deadlines: Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1; Summer (Jun.,
Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1; Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1; Winter
(Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1.

78 texashighways.com I JULY 2016

T VAS



Daytripper
WITH CHET GARNER

cheese-bacon burger and left nary a

crumb on my plate, yet somehow I found

room for a chocolate brownie drizzled
with espresso-caramel sauce.
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An Athenian Adventure
Many travelers will spend thousands of dollars for a ticket to the
Mediterranean to discover historic architecture, splash in blue waters,
dine on amazing food, and gaze upon heart-stopping views. Little do they
know that East Texas holds its own Athenian adventure, where travelers
can do all of these things and more without the expensive plane ticket.

With a growling stomach,
I made a beeline to The Cherry Laurel

Bakery and found the intoxicating aroma

of the fresh-baked pastries that this small

cafe has served for more than 25 years.

I grabbed some Mexican egg casserole

and a slice of the famous butter-rum cake

(no ID required), and startec my day in

the sunshine on the outdoor patio.

For more tine outside,

I drove to Lake Athens and discovered the

Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center, where

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

raises both awareness for fish conservation

and largemouth bass to repopulate Texas

lakes and rivers. The tanks were full of

creatures from giant catfish to alligator gar,
but the highlight was the underwater scuba

show. I tried my luck with a few casts into

the fishing pond, but all I caught was the

everlasting smell of stink bait on my fingers.

In town, the stately

Henderson County Courthouse may not

be the Parthenon, but it's monumental

nonetheless. Eager to learn more about the

area, I headed to the Henderson County

Historical Museum, housed in an 1896

grocery store and law office. I found rooms

full of knickknacks and exhibits documenting

local history, including Athens' place as the

"Black-Eyed Pea Capital of the World." I
also learned that Athens is the "Home of the

Hamburger," thanks to turn-of-the-century

cafe owner Fletcher Davis, who started serv-

ing ground meat patties on sliced bread.

I walked a few blocks

over to the Railway Cafe, which is carrying

on this town's burger tradition and bring-

ing locally sourced, scratch-made food to

this historic square. Folks were lined up at

the door, signaling that I had found the

right place. I ordered a delectable pimento-
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rented some scuba gear on site and dove

into an underwater world full of sunken

planes, school buses, and boats. There were

obstacles to navigate and even a scavenger

hunt to complete. I could have easily spent

the rest of the day here, but I moved on to

another adventure that's way above sea level.

I drove all the way to New

York (which is just 15 miles outside of town).
But rather than views of skyscrapers and

an urban city jungle, I found breathtaking

panoramas of East Texas hills at New York,
Texas Zipline Adventures. After hooking

into the proper gear, I flew from tree to tree

with nothing below me but the green forest

floor, and nothing above me but the big,
blue Texas sky. Yahoo!

I decided to round out my

day at local favorite Rounder's Pizza. I sat
down with what seemed like the entire town

and ordered a "Hornet" pie, named for the

local high school mascot and topped with

pepperoni, ground beef, bacon, and a fiery

"bud-burner" wing sauce. I may never taste

again, but the pizza was well worth it.

While I didn't find any Greek ruins, mytho-

logical gods, or baklava, I did discover an

Athens day trip of mythic proportions, once

again proving that to trip Texas is to trip

the best place in the world. So whether you

follow my footsteps or forge your own path,
I hope to see you on the road. *

Contact the City of Athens
Tourism Office at 903/675-5131;

www.athenstx.org.

PHOTO: @ Hogaboom Road, Inc.

As I drove

through the tall pines, my eyes

caught flashes of water as blue

as the Mediterranean Sea.
Upon investigation, I discovered
Athens Scuba Park, which
inhabits an old brick quarry full

of crystal-clear groundwater. I



Travel Matters

THE LIGHTER SIDE OF TRAVELING
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Get Away. Just Do It.
INDULGE IN SMALL-TOWN TEXAS

text by Barbara Rodriguez illustration by Michael Witte

'VE SPENT MUCH OF MY ADULT LIFE IN
search of the best places in Texas to do little or
nothing-weekend respites from city demands.

I've found splendid, funky, ridiculous, and sub-
lime reasons to go away, stay away, stretch a week-

end beyond all reasonable bounds. Here are a few
of my favorites.

Glen Rose is ideal for doing little more than

sitting pretty. I do just that by checking into the Inn on the
River and immediately staking out an Adirondack on an oak-

shaded lawn as regal as Gatsby's. This Central Texas retreat

is my go-to when I need to settle back or roll up my pants' legs

and wade in the Paluxy. Nearby, just off the square, I've found

the Texas answer to Hollywood and Vine: Hereford and Vine.

It's a corner of no particular distinction, but it makes me smile.

Sure, there's shopping. And pie. But just ambling around, I

find my city cares forgotten.

The German Hill Country village of New Braunfels is

where I go to hide, write, recover, ignore my mail. It's a town

to tromp around in, a picture-book burg that bears up under

close inspection. Here, familiarity breeds devotion.

Wherever I hunker down, I like to stock a picnic basket at

Naegelin's Bakery, raft the Guadalupe, or shuffle out to Gruene

and the iconic dance hall. Always, I want to head over to the

post office and pick up a change of address form.

West of San Antonio, Castroville is an enclave where the

architecture, customs, and food of the original French, Ger-

man, and Swiss settlers are remarkably well-preserved. On

the edge of town is the plain-faced Landmark Inn, which,

when first built in 1849 (as a general store), resembled noth-
ing so much as a breadbox.

Spiffed up in following decades, the four-square construc-

tion was eventually graced with a second floor, a courtyard,

and upstairs and downstairs galleries. Now a state historic

site, the building and grounds recently reopened after a

major restoration.

There are antiques shops and historic homes within walk-
ing distance of the inn, but often I am content to catch up on

my reading. I root myself beneath an ancient pecan tree on

the Medina River's bank, listen to the water trickling by, and

know the contentment of a villager when the crops are in and

there's time for the ultimate getaway
It's a corner of indulgence: contemplation. *
no particular dis-
tinction, but it
makes me smile.

FindBabsRodriguez'sfull adventure at
texashighways.com/matters.
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A LOOKOUT TOWER at Davis Mountains State Park provides a panoramic vantage point. PHnOT : Chase Founmain, T PW D
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Celt rating rVyears
of happvy travels!

Since 1936, the travel counselors at Texas Travel Information Centers have welcomed millions

of visitors to the state. They provide expert tourism recommendations, current road conditions,

and important traveler safety information. Stop in on your next trip!
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Orange o Texarkana o Rio Grande Valley o Waskom o Wichita Falls
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