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The man who, in just four short
years, lead the Travel Industry
Association out of financial
despair into the forefront of Texas

tourism, announced his retire-
ment as president/CEO, effective
the end of this year. Vic Mathias
has been a powerhouse in the
Texas travel industry for more

than 40 years. He served as CEO
of the Austin Chamber of Com-
merce from 1956-1983, directing
such activities as the Austin
C&VB, the Austin Aqua Festival

and the Highland Lakes Tourist
Association. Vic has been a part-
ner in the operation of Longhorn

Caverns, and owner of Austin
Tours and Town Lake Tours. He
was founding chairman of the
Discover Texas Association, and
served as president of Texas

Chamber of Commerce Execu-
tives and vice president of the
Beautify Texas Council. Vic said
that besides the continued support
of his wife Helen, the past four
years have been among the best
in his life. "Not many people
have the opportunity, as I did, to
return to a profession, and to old
friends as well as new ones, and
work with them in an industry
one loves," Vic said. He added,
"I'm eager to see the organization
continue building its position of
leadership in the tourism industry
in Texas." We can't wait to see
where Vic Mathias turns up next!

Texas tourism lost another mover

and shaker in the industry with
the retirement of Anice Read.
Anice guided the Texas Historical
Commission's Main Street
Program since its inception,

becoming the best friend small-
town Texas ever had. Under her

enthusiastic leadership, several

dozen downtown districts were memorabilia for members of
restored, boosting business and P L A C E S VFW Post 9182 has turned into
tourism and renewing pride for a full-blown historical museum.
many Texans in their hometown. The skyline of ancient China rose Veterans Memorial Museum
On the day of her retirement, above the flatlands of the Texas in Katy opened last month fol-
more than 200 community lead- coastal plains with the grand lowing more than a year's worth
ers, two of Texas' first ladies and opening last month of Forbid- of volunteer effort backed by the
a crowd of friends packed into the den Gardens in Katy. The hearty support of the local parks
Capitol's Senate Chamber to 40-acre outdoor museum offers a board and city council. Phase
thank Anice Read for a job well wondrous tribute to the history one of the new attraction high-
done. But if you've ever heard and culture of China. Visitors are lights America's combat history
Anice speak, you know that the led to a 1:20-scale replica of the since the Revolutionary War,
last 16 years has meant more to Forbidden City, home and office and recalls the careers of the
her than just a job. For she for 24 emperors from the 14th 130-member VFW group, which
speaks from the heart about her through the early 20th Centuries. includes men and women who
dream for all small towns to be- Buildings, landmarks and monu- served in World War II, Korea,
come the best that they can be. ments of the walled-in capital re- Vietnam and the Persian Gulf.

create the mysterious past of the Open Saturdays and Sundays,
Middle Kingdom. The Lodge for noon to 5 p.m., or anytime by

C 0 M I N G U P the Calming of the Heart draws appointment for group tours. At

guests into a miniature garden the Katy Community Center in
La Grange in Fayette County estate, a peaceful getaway for VFW Park. For more informa-
was tapped as the site for a new Chinese scholars. The Tomb tion, call the museum's hot line
statewide Czech heritage and of the First Emperor uncovers at 281/391-VETS.
cultural center by Texans of the grandeur of Qin Shihuang,
Czech Ancestry, an umbrella builder of the 4,000-mile Great A million-dollar arts
group for Czech organizations Wall of China. Open Wednesday campaign aimed at bringing a
throughout the state. Though through Sunday, 10 a.m. until record number of leisure travelers
still in the early planning stages, dusk; narrated and self-guided to Houston began last month.
the new attraction will include tours available. At 23500 Franz In partnership with museums,
museum-quality exhibits and will Road. Call 281/347-8000 for hotels, the George R. Brown
host an annual event showcasing details. Convention Center and Conti-
the life-styles of early Czech nental Airlines, the Greater Hous-
Texans. For further updates, What started out as a project to ton C&VB will capitalize on the
watch this space. organize old news clips and war city's world-class cultural arts

CATCH THIS SEASON OPENER A new $1.8-million

Visitor Information Center next to The Ballpark

in Arlington will provide a gateway to Arlington's

myriad attractions when it opens next spring.
Officials predict that because of the site's easy access

and high visibility, C&VB employees and volunteers will serve twice

the number of visitors as in recent years. Besides the information

center and retail area, the 13,600-square-foot facility will include a

lobby, storage area and administrative offices for the bureau's staff.
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scene through an aggressive mul-

timedia effort. The six-month

campaign will target markets
with 60-second radio and televi-
sion ads, 27 insertions in Texas

and Louisiana newspapers, maga-

zine ads in national travel and

life-style publications, a fall visi-

tors guide devoted to Houston's
arts and cultural community and a

direct mail brochure highlighting
package deals and special rates.

For more information, contact the

C&VB at 1-800-365-7575.

The New Braunfels C&VB
reports their summer season
ended on a positive note despite

the Texas drought. To combat
negative publicity, the bureau

aired 9,000 radio spots on the
Texas State Network, placed
specialized ads in Houston and

Dallas newspapers and sent a

weekly water fact sheet to more

than 60 news organizations. As

a result, the second quarter room
tax report showed a 4.22 percent

increase over the same period in

1995. An 11.2 percent sales tax

increase was recorded for July.

The Heritage Association of
San Marcos is offering shop-
ping tourists at Tanger Outlet
Center a glimpse of the city's
past. On the first Saturday of

each month, visitors can hop
aboard a trolley at the mall's new

tourist center for an hour-and-a-
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AMARILLO TIC Soon the
Japanese viewing audience will
get a close-up view of the com-

ings and goings of 1-40. A film
crew from Japan recently shot

some footage from the foot bridge

leading from the north side of the

interstate to the center. Amarillo

and the Texas Panhandle will

become part of a documentary

on the U.S.

LAREDO TIC The center was

restocked with travel literature

and reopened for visitors after a

13-day shutdown in September

half tour through the downtown

and historic districts. Costumed

characters from Texas' early days

share interesting tidbits about his-

toric homes and buildings. Refresh-
ments are served at the Texas

Marketplace, where shoppers find

a delightful selection of Texas-

made art, pottery, crafts, wines

and foods. The trolley then whisks

visitors back to the present and the

great bargains at the mall. The

trolley departs every first Saturday

at 2 p.m. Just $3. What a deal!

For the third year in a row, the

National Amusement Park His-

torical Association has named

the Texas Giant at Six Flags
Over Texas in Arlington the
number one wooden roller coast-

er in the world. The massive

coaster carries thrill-seekers 143

feet toward the sky before top-

ping out at 62 mph. The Texas

Giant was built in 1990.

A funny-looking guy with red

hair, paint on his face and big

shoes has teamed up with the

folks at the Permian Basin
Petroleum Museum in
Midland for a promotional cam-

paign. Ronald McDonald and the

world-famous eatery have joined

hands with the museum to invite

motorists to stop in Midland. The

two will share billboards along

during ADA renovations. Coun-

selor Grace Villanueva took ad-

vantage of her time off to reorga-
nize her home and spend time

with her family. Counselor Joe

Paz said his wife arranged his
schedule by suggesting a list of

"fun" honey-do's. And manager

Leo Garza asked, "What time off?"

since he spent his own "free time"

dealing with contractors, consul-

tants and Austin headquarters.

1-800 PHONE TIC Counselor
Valeta Clark had to ask, "Why
me?" when she got a call from a

1-20 and will hand out money-off
coupons for each other's facility.

T H & M A

The Texas Guest Ranch
Association is rounding up the
cowpokes at Texas dude ranches

in a first-ever effort to compete

with other Western states. Clay
Conoly of the Dixie Dude Ranch

in Bandera said travel writers

researching dude ranches normal-

ly start with statewide guest ranch

associations. Until now, Texas

had no such thing, and so most

woman who said she had lost the

piece of paper where she had

written down the name of her

Dallas hotel. As Valeta waited

on the line to hear "the rest of

the story," she realized that was

it. The caller was asking her to

come up with the name and

whereabouts of her hotel. Valeta
tried to jog the woman's memory

by mentioning various Dallas
properties and chains, but to no
avail. Then came that rare and

dreaded moment, when a coun-

selor must say, "I'm sorry,

ma'am. I just can't help."

of the free publicity has gone to

more organized states such as

Arizona, Colorado and Wyoming.

The newly formed group operates

under the leadership of the Texas
Hotel & Motel Association
(TH&MA), where members get

prime benefits for a minimal fee.
The greatest benefit, as Clay sees

it, is a listing in a new special

section in the TH&MA Accom-

modations Guide. The list

includes ranches that accept over-

night visitors as well as those

that offer daytime activities and

events. In addition, every proper-

ty and attraction listed in the

THE ART OF SHOPPING A fl
West End MarketPlace in

Dallas has added Level IV y

Art Works, a 6,000-square- 1 7

foot arts area on the newly -ta

renovated fourth floor. Eleven galleries and

studios offer everything from American

Indian art and Southwestern-themed water-

colors to specialty candles and hand-bead-

ed denim wear. Patrons can watch the cre-

ative process while artisans turn out their

wares. Call 214/748-4801 for more info.

TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD



guide will be linked to the
Internet at no additional charge.

Out of some 100 dude ranches in
Texas, 25 are now members. For

details call TH&MA membership
director Valery Hansen at
512/474-2996.

Valery Hansen, who coordi-
nates production of the TH&MA
Accommodations Guide, said

the guest ranch listing isn't the
only new addition to the publica-
tion. Beginning with the 1997
edition, Texas travelers can find

the what and where of Texas
wineries as well. What do
wineries have to do with Texas

dude ranches, B&Bs and hotels?
"Everything!" said Valery. "When

we all work together, it benefits
every aspect of the tourism in-

dustry throughout the state."

HIGH - T E C H

Things haven't changed much

since 1959 when the late Louie

Mueller moved his barbecue

business in Taylor across the

street from the Louie Mueller
Complete Food Store. Accord-
ing to John Kelso, who writes

for the Austin American-States-

man, the only things "high-tech"
are the electric power and tele-
phone. But Louie Mueller
Barbecue now has its own

Web Page. Bobby Mueller
and his son John don't want folks

to get the wrong idea. "I was
born 40 years too soon to handle

that stuff," Bobby said. The idea
to sell barbecue on the Internet

came from Andy Littlejohn, pres-
ident of Taylor's City National
Bank and a Louie Mueller reg-

ular. Now folks can key in

http://www.texasbbq.com to
order brisket, ribs and sausage,

which, many say, is the best
of the best.

When the Texas Almanac was
first published in 1857, the focus
was on the history and workings
of state government. Since then

T E X A S T R A V E L L 0 G

The Dallas Morning News has

expanded the "encyclopedia of
Texas" to include information on
Texas business, transportation,

the environment, education, cul-
ture, weather, religion, science,

agriculture and health. Now, for
those who insist on high-tech, the
1996-97 Almanac is available on

a Macintosh- and PC-compatible
CD-ROM. Besides all the arti-
cles and features of the Almanac,

the CD-ROM includes the first

electronic version of the booklet
Governors of Texas, which pro-
files each of the state's governors

and challenges readers to a guber-
natorial trivia quiz. Available for

$39.95 from major bookstores, or
by calling 1-800-642-6480.

%TEXAS

0 TRIVIA

What sort of festive

fare was served at
the nation's first
Thanksgiving?
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MUMMY'S THE WORD The
Museum of Fine Arts,

Houston, presents

Splendors of Ancient

Egypt, an exhibition of ancient Egyptian art

from the Pelizaeus Museum in Hildesheim,

Germany. The more than 200 antiquities

dating from 4000 B.C. include statues and

reliefs in limestone and alabaster, gilded and
painted mummy coffins, an 18-foot-long

papyrus scroll of the Book of the Dead, and

jewels of gold, lapis lazuli, turquoise and

carnelian. For more info, call 713/639-7300.

W I L D L I F E

The shooting death of a protect-
ed black bear in Maverick

County, near the U.S. and Mexico
border, may trigger the first bear-
killing case prosecuted in Texas

since 1978. The incident involved

a rancher who admitted he killed
the 15-year-old female on Septem-
ber 30. Federal.charges for viola-

tion of the Endangered Species
Act are being considered by the

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, which could impose fines
of up to $100,000 and/or up to
one year in prison. The Texas
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment listed the black bear as an
endangered species in 1987. The
bears received federal protection
in Texas in 1992.

MUSEUM S

A national traveling exhibit
designed to educate the public
about the history and impact of
the HIV virus and AIDS is on
view at the Witte Museum in
San Antonio through January 5.
What About AIDS? explores
the worldwide epidemic through

personal stories, photo essays,
computer programs, videos and
text. Profiles of children and
adults with HIV and AIDS
appear throughout the exhibit,

together with a frieze of faces
who are HIV positive. Open

daily, except Thanksgiving and
Christmas, at 3801 Broadway.

Call 210/820-2111 for details.

EVENT S

The newly formed Working
Ranch Cowboys Association
(WRCA), headquartered in
Amarillo, will stage the first-
ever WRCA World Champion-
ship Ranch Rodeo, November
14-16. Top rodeo teams from
ranches throughout the nation will
saddle up for the big showdown
in the Amarillo Civic Center,
where the World Champion Ranch
Team and World Champion All-
Around Working Cowboy will be
crowned. Events will showcase
everyday ranch skills, including
wild cow milking, team doctor-
ing, branding, team penning and
wild horse racing. For ticket
information, call the Civic Center
at 806/378-3096. For information
on WRCA, call 806/358-7382.



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 12,810 -2.20 136,347 +13.15

Anthony 12,918 -9.19 144,417 -2.88

Denison 20,028 -3.46 166,851 -23.39

Gainesville 27,969 -9.24 298,125 -8.69

Langtry 8,700 +4.35 93,399 -1.61

Laredo 6,645 -27.50 112,587 +7.12

Orange 51,657 +12.89 613,218 +17.55

Texarkana 39,012 -30.59 465,273 -14.24

Valley 17,175 -22.35 299,079 +8.74

Waskom 47,727 +1.65 487,938 +1.12

Wichita Falls 16,140 +17.03 176,163 -.95

Capitol Complex 7,563 -17.64 88,497 -18.49

1-800 Phone Center 10,725 +.14 120,126 -35.03

CENTER TOTALS 279,069 -7.32 3,202,020 -3.16

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers
(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

Data as of October 31, 1996
*Compared to last year
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

39,447 1,102,801

SERVICES TO THE
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

TxDOT TRAX System This Mo. Y-T-D

Subscriber inquiries 63

Addresses offered 68,550

Addresses transmitted 21,159

Addresses transmitted 367,665


