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Congratulations to Joe Paz, who
was named manager of TxDOT's

Texas Travel Information
Center in Denison. Joe began

his career with TxDOT in 1994,
when he was hired as a travel

counselor at the Laredo TIC. He

earned his national certification in
professional travel counseling in
1996, and has served as chairman
of the Travel Counselor Advisory

Committee for the past two years.
When he's not telling visitors

"where to go," he's hosting the

"Crying, Loving or Leaving"
show on country radio station Y-

95 KOYE. At last month's Texas
Travel Counselors Conference

(TTCC) in Austin, Joe was hand-
ed one of the Travel Division's

highest awards. Read on.. ..

Joe Paz was chosen by his
peers to receive this year's presti-

gious Roadrunner Award.
The award recognizes Joe's supe-
rior service to the Travel Division,

the traveling public and the state.

Give it up for Joe!

Brenda Harper joined TxDOT
in May 1994 as special projects
coordinator in the division's

Travel Services Section. It didn't
take long before we knew we
had a winner. Fellow employees
honored Brenda at this year's

TTCC, by voting her recipient
of the 1998 Lone Star Award.
The award was created last year

to honor employees, other than

travel counselors, for their out-
standing contributions to the
Texas travel and tourism indus-
try, and for their exceptional sup-

port of the TICs and other sec-
tions within the division. Few
people are more deserving or

more dedicated to selling Texas

than Brenda. When the TICs

celebrate a groundbreaking, she
plans the events. On any given

day, she might be arranging a

study tour, drafting administra-

tive rules, reviewing construction

plans and consulting with five

different TICs about five differ-

ent issues. In just four short

years, we have come to rely on

Brenda's good nature and exper-

tise. Thanks, Brenda, for join-

ing our team.

Vic Mathias, a well-known
figure in Texas tourism, has long

been a supporter of the state's

12 Travel Information Centers.

So it came as no surprise when

employees of the Travel Division

honored Vic with the 1998 Gene
Phillips Hospitality Award,
presented in ceremonies at

TTCC. The award recognizes
Vic's contributions to the $27.5-

billion travel industry in Texas

and his support of the state's
tourism program. For 27 years,

he chaired the Austin Chamber of

Commerce, helping the city grow
into a vibrant urban center. He

served as founding chairman of
the Discover Texas Association

(DTA), organized in 1969 to give

the tourism industry a unified

voice. DTA evolved into the

Texas Travel Industry Associ-

ation (TTIA), and Vic served as

its president and CEO from 1992

until 1996. Under his leadership,
TTIA became a dynamic force in

Texas tourism. He now directs

the marketing efforts for the

Central Texas Museum of Auto-

motive History in Rosanky. The

award is named in honor of Gene

Phillips, who was a driving force

in the emerging tourism industry

in the 1970s.

C O M I N G U P

American short story writer

Katherine Anne Porter
moved at age 2 with her father

and siblings to her grandmother's

home in Kyle after her mother's

death. Fund-raising efforts by

professors from Southwest Texas

State University in nearby San

Marcos and the residents of Kyle

enabled the group to buy the
house in March for $75,000.

Renovation will begin by sum-

mer. The Porter house will

open as a museum and writing

center in about one year. Kath-

erine Anne Porter, born in 1890
in a log cabin in Indian Creek,

Texas, was known for her ability

to universalize human experi-

ence. She won the Pulitzer prize

in 1966, authored 17 books and is

best known for her only novel,

"Ship of Fools." Though as an

adult she lived in dozens of cities

outside Texas and the U.S.,

images of a childhood in Central

Texas appear again and again in

her work. After her death in

Maryland in 1980, her ashes

were returned to Texas and

interred next to her mother's
grave in Indian Creek.

For more than 100 years a promi-

nent red sandstone building has

stood proudly in the heart of

Dallas. The impressive Rich-

ardsonian Romanesques-style

structure was built as the Dallas

County Courthouse in 1892, a

time when the City of Dallas had

become Texas' most progressive

and most populous town. Affec-

tionately called "Old Red," the
magnificent building has wit-

nessed the evolution of a major

HITTING A HIGH NOTE The Tex Ritter Museum in Carthage

is expanding to make way for the new Texas Country

Music Hall of Fame. The museums will open in grand

style on Saturday, August 22. A formal dinner and

awards ceremony featuring celebrity presenters will

become the highlight of the day. Inductees into this

year's Hall of Fame include Jim Reeves and Tex

Ritter, and Texas songwriters Joe Allison, Cindy

Walker and Willie Nelson. At 300 W. Panola. Call the

Panola County Chamber of Commerce at 903/693-6634.
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metropolitan city, while, for
decades, has sat void of its origi-

nal intent as a bustling govern-
ment center. With the comple-

tion in late summer of a major
restoration project, Old Red will

serve as the main visitor cen-
ter for the Dallas C&VB. The

edifice stands in the city's West
End, close to Dealey Plaza and

the DART light rail station at

Union Station. Its unusual archi-

tecture will make it easy for visi-

tors to find. Within the next few
years, the center will share the

first floor with a new Cotton
Bowl Museum. The second

floor will be occupied by a new
Dallas County Museum.
Once again, Old Red will stand

center stage, this time as one of
the most beautiful and most inno-

vative visitor centers in the U.S.

PLACES

In 1992, Performing Arts Fort
Worth was formed to manage and
fund the design, construction and

operation of the "last great hall
built in the 20th Century." On
May 1, the curtain was raised on

the $65-million Nancy Lee and
Perry R. Bass Performance
Hall, at Fourth and Calhoun
streets. The 183,000-square-foot,
multipurpose facility has become

the first permanent home to the
Fort Worth Symphony, the Fort
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TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD

LAREDO TIC Carloads of
families with children of all
ages passed through the center

last month on their way to Texas
attractions in Austin, Houston

and San Antonio. Counselor

Grace Villanueva said the
onslaught was the result of a
two-week holiday in Mexico

in celebration of Holy Week.

WICHITA FALLS TIC
Counselor Becki Boyd said the
entire city is gearing up to wel-

come the Dallas Cowboys to
their first-ever summer training
camp in Wichita Falls. The cen-
ter has already received several

calls from folks who are plan-
ning to vacation in the North

Texas city while the Cowboys

are in training. "Besides ques-
tions about the Cowboys, people

are asking about area attractions.
They're wanting information

on all the things to see and do,"
Becki said.
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Worth Dallas Ballet, the Fort

Worth Opera, the Van Cliburn

International Piano Competition

and the Cliburn Concert Series.
The horseshoe-shaped audience
chamber seats more than 2,000

people on six levels. Acoustics,
sight lines and ambience were
designed in accordance with

the great halls of Europe and
America. Ninety feet above the
orchestra level, a brilliant Texas
sky surrounded by a wreath of
feathered wings spans an 80-foot

dome. The grand facade is graced

by two 48-foot-tall angels, sculpt-
ed from Texas limestone. Grand
opening festivities run through

June 14. For information on
upcoming performances, call

817/348-2400. Or key in
http://www.basshall.com.

In last month's issue, we report-

ed the Star Drug Store and a
neighboring building (the E.S.
Levy Building) in Galveston's
historic district had been "rav-

aged" by fire. David Bush at
the Galveston Historical
Foundation (GHF) said the

article gives the impression the

buildings were destroyed, and we

have to agree. Although both

buildings suffered heavy dam-

age, they still stand. Within a

day of the fire, the GHF had
received an emergency grant

from the National Trust for

Historic Preservation to bring
in a preservation architect and

structural engineer to evaluate

the damage. Both professionals
deemed the buildings repairable.

Now the GHF is working with

the owners to stabilize and re-
store these historic structures.
The Levy Building is a Record-
ed Texas Landmark. Both build-
ings are listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. For

details, call the GHF at 409/
765-7834.

Just when we thought we knew
everything there was to know
about Houston, we found out

about another outdoor attraction
that's been welcoming visitors

for more than 18 years. Within

Texas' largest city lies The
Reef, a water-based family park

with a 20-acre, spring-fed lake
for scuba diving, swimming, fish-

ing, kayaking and canoeing.
Beginning this month a complete

kayak and canoe center will offer
boat rentals and the sale of equip-
ment and supplies. Or for an

additional $3, sun-lovers can
bring their own non-gasoline
powered vessels. A $16 fee gives

scuba divers a chance at exploring
the abundance of water life in a

lake with a visibility of 15 to 25
feet in summer. Families can
relax with a picnic lunch under

the shade of towering trees, shar-
ing nature with resident ducks

and geese and many species of

migratory birds. The facility
includes picnic tables, rest rooms,

changing rooms and a food con-

cession in summer. Admission

SEAL OF APPROVAL SeaWorld .

of Texas in San Antonio marks .

its 10th season with the open.

ing in early June of Lil' Gators

Lagoon, a new activity area for

small children at the popular

Lost Lagoon water park.

Water cascades from a giant

mushroom in the center of an oval-shaped,

3,000-square-foot pool with water no deep-

er than 12 inches. As many as 300 children

can play and paddle with a starfish, crab,

turtle, shark and other marine-life friends.

Call 210/523-3611.



prices range from $3 to $7 with
group rates available. Open daily,

May 15 through September 15;
open Saturdays and Sundays only
the remainder of the year. At

4800 Schurmier Road. For more
information, call 713/991-3483.

The nation's largest aluminum

smelting plant opened its doors
to free guided tours on April 1.
ALCOA, the Aluminum Com-

pany of America, began opera-
tions in Rockdale in 1952.
Now visitors to the Central
Texas area can get an up-close
look at the facility's smeltery,

power plant and mining opera-
tions. Tours depart from the

Chamber of Commerce office,
at 1203 W. Cameron Avenue,

every Wednesday and Saturday
at 9:00 a.m. Reservations are

required through the chamber.
For more information or to

book your space, call 512/
446-2030.

Six Flags Over Texas in
Arlington has once again
combined extreme thrills with
a blockbuster theme with the

opening of Mr. Freeze-
The Coolest Coaster on
the Planet, the tallest and

fastest roller coaster in the state.
The high-tech coaster, named

after Batman's cold-hearted

arch rival, takes thrill-seekers to
speeds of 70 mph within 3.78
seconds and to a height of 236
breathtaking feet. After a light-

ning-fast launch through a 190-
foot tunnel, riders are sent into
a totally vertical 15-story climb.

Mr. Freeze concludes with a
bone-chilling ride along the
coaster's 1,480 feet of track in
reverse. For operating hours

or ticket information, call

817/530-6000.

Mike Talley, editor of the
TEXAS State Travel Guide,
recently received a call from the
owners of All Creatures
Small Farm in Stephenville.
The couple said they enjoy the

tourist industry so much, they've

decided to shut down their own

operation, and do some traveling

of their own. If they decide to
reopen, we'll let you know.

Georgetown was named by
Time magazine as one of 10 small-

town success stories, in an article
on the rebirth of the American

small town. Time says George-
town is a model for coping with
the challenges of maintaining an

identity in the face of growth.

The Austin American-Statesman

reports the weekly quilting bees,
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Where was the

worst school disas-

ter in U.S. history?
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CRIME STOPPERS Visitors
to the Witte Museum in San

Antonio can become
amateur detectives at

Whodunit? The Science

of Solving Crime, an

interactive, traveling ex-

hibit. Young and old can

hone their crime-solving skills through

fingerprinting, DNA profiling, firearms

identification, evidence collection and
forensic pathology. Hands-on stations give

guests a behind-the-scenes guide to the

methods used by investigators to solve

crimes. Opening Saturday, May 23 at 3801

Broadway. For details, call 210/357-1900.

blue-cornmeal-crusted catfish and

the restored facades on the down-

town square were all cited as the
bait that has lured so many peo-

ple to the serenity of the Central

Texas town.

NATURE TOURISM

The final list of sites for the

northern section of the Great
Texas Coastal Bird ing Trail
marks 131 locations along 15
loops, making way for increased

birding opportunities in the

nation's richest bird-watching
region. The $1.5-million project
is part of broader plans to boost
economic development and wild-
life conservation. Birding desti-

nations have historically been

unorganized, with most sites
functioning independently. The
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department is working with
Texas coastal communities to

combine the independent sites
into cohesive, marketable units.
Production of an upper-coast
map, placement of signs and all

enhancements are scheduled for

completion by the end of this year.

For details, call 1-888-TX-BIRDS.

MUSEUM S

An exciting lineup of events
celebrates Hispanic Heritage
Month at Austin's Mexic-
Arte Museum. Art of Oaxaca:

Rodolfo Morales - Juegos y

Evocaciones, Morales' first ex-

hibition in North America, con-
sists of 59 works representing a
retrospective of the artist's 40-
year career. Coinciding with Art

of Oaxaca is a display of original

ceramic works by Lisa Barber,
presented as part of the muse-

um' s Diversity and Emergence

Series. On May 15, visitors can

get a feel for the spirit of Mexico
at Noche de Oaxaco, a festive
evening of art, music, dance and
food. A series of ethnographic
videos depicting life in the deep
reaches of Oaxaca will be shown

on the evenings of May 29 and
30. Open Monday through Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at 419
Congress Avenue. Call 512/
480-9373 for details.



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 11,289 -29.12 35,490 --31.26

Anthony 11,085 -10.25 54,795 -1.48

Denison 18,357 -4.20 68,325 -.57

Gainesville 27,231 +2.54 110,934 +5.25

Langtry 10,521 -5.16 42,972 +14.95

Laredo 12,408 +142.87 57,705 +140.11

Orange 45,585 +20.97 172,281 +13.39

Texarkana 32,511 -3.07 124,458 -.08

Valley 21,432 -6.65 166,785 -13.77

Waskom 48,327 -18.10 168,558 -17.07

Wichita Falls 18,456 +13.44 59,157 -4.69

Capitol Complex 11,709 -8.87 38,058 -.49

1-800 Phone Center 666 -93.09 2,589 -92.84

CENTER TOTALS 269,577 -4.45 1,102,107 -4.36

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance

from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers

(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

http://www.texashighways.com

Data as of April 30, 1998
*Compared to last yea

GHHLLNVIYVflD 'OdVISOd NIf1lH GNV d9NIGNVAuIOd

V909-E9L8L SvXH'NIISflV t'90 XOf'O'd
NOISIAIG TE1AVJIL

uoiqeuodsuej, {o juewuwedea sexe|

MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

140,979 387,196

Subscribers to the TxDOT TIS System can elec-
tronically download leads from the database to
create a powerful marketing tool! Leads can

be sorted in many ways, including by zip code,

region or activity of interest. For more info,

call 512/406-5923. Or contact us by eMail at

tis@mailgw.dot.state.tx.us.


