
"CONSERVrN WATER FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS"

Conservation Area Postponed for
Donley County

Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District Board of Directors held their monthly meeting on
Wednesday, September, 23, 2015 at the District's office in the Windmill Room. One major topic of
discussion was Conservation Areas C-15-1 and C-15-2 in Donley County.

Many representatives from Donley County were
present to address the Board with concerns about
turning the Study Areas into a Conservat-on Areas,
areas in which the Board could implement more
intense monitoring and additional conversat-on which
could include restrictions on water pumpage.

C.E. Williams, General Manager of the District
began with a presentation showing the decline rate and
use of water in the areas over the past several years.
The two areas of concern have steadily beer declining
over the acceptable rate since 2007. Representatives
were given the opportunity to address the Board
regarding the issue.

One representative said he knows hcw hard they
have been pumping their wells over the last several
years, but he urged the Board to hold off until after the
results of the 2016 winter water level measurements.
The District takes measurements in the Wintertime,
usually in a period when producers are not pumping, to
receive more accurate mesurements of the static water
level, which is a representation of what the well
produces.

Another issue concerning the representatives was
the meters used on the wells. A few of the
representatives believe the meters do not always
provide accurate readings. Williams said if there is
ever a problem with a meter the District needs to be
notified immediately where corrective action can be
taken.
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*.., "These are the type of things we need to know,
and we won't know about these issues unless you tell
our technicians or call the office to inform us. We also
want you to know, you are welcome to accompany our
technicians while they check the meters on your pump
or well level measurements. All you need to do is let
us know in advance."
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Williams also stressed the importance of meters on all wells
in a Study Area, not just the areas in Donley County, but all
counties currently in a Study Areas. The Districts' meters are
the most cost effective method we have identified for those
required to use them, but those producers are allowed to
purchase their own meters if they feel the Districts' is not
sufficiently accurate.

Ultimately, the Board decided against sending these areas
to public formal hearing, the next step in the Conservation Area
process, and the meeting was adjourned.

2015-2016 PGCD

Scholarship Question
The Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District

established its scholarship program in 2002 and has since given

away $117,000 to graduating District students. First place is

awarded a $4,000 scholarship, second place receives $3,000 and

third place $2,000. Each scholarship amount is broken up and

paid out over four years.

Graduating seniors from the District (Armstrong, Carson,
Donley, Gray, Potter, Roberts and Wheeler counties) are eligible
to apply for the scholarship. Applicants must write a 500-1,000
word essay on the topic chosen by the District. Recipients are
required to enroll as a full-time student, attend college the fall
semester immediately following selection and maintain at least a
2.5 GPA at the college of their selection.

The 2015/2016 essay topic is:

During a year with record rainfall numbers, water
conservation may not be at the forefront of our minds. Why
is it important to remember the keys to successful water
conservation during years of drought and also years with
substantial rainfall?

Applications and additional information can be found

online on the District's website at www.pgcd.us.

Please note, the District will not be using Amarillo Area

Foundation this year to filter applications. Please pass this

information along to High School Counselors and

graduating Seniors.

Ag Loans Available

Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District's Ag Loan
program provides low interest loans to producers within the
District for center pivot sprinklers, drip irrigation systems, soil
moisture probes and other water saving equipment.
Approximate funds remaining are $1,040,000.00 at an interest
rate of 1.12 percent.

For more information about this program please contact
Julie Bennett at the District's office at (806) 883-2501.

Forecast for Fall and
Winter Cooler and Wetter

Spring and summer rainfall brought much needed relief to
the drought stricken Texas Panhandle, and rainfall totals across
the counties within PGCD are above yearly totals. Chart one
below shows the average year-to-date rainfall for the counties
through September, compared to the total normal yearly rainfall.
Most of the counties have received over 30 inches and are 10 or
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Chart 1: County average year to date rainfall compared to total normal
yearly rainfall.

more inches over the normal total for yearly rainfall. The Texas
Panhandle became drought free mid-summer according the U.S.
Drought Monitor Report from August 4, 2015. While other parts
of the state, specifically east Texas, have seen the drought creep
back, the Texas Panhandle still remains clear as of the
September 29, 2015 report, shown in figure one below.

September was dryer and below average rainfall for all the
counties within PGCD, but this is not a trend expected to
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Talid am. E 1,

L

LL

-~ -

h: ouht mituedus
_0 $ " /~ ehel,,m do.es impxils

6 imte(.g .griamu,gnseaod.)

L =Long-Tm, ypiclly greaer han
6 mnh ( g hydrology, ecology)

f Intenidt itmig

pertmnent of Agncufure M D2t Seerm Drught

*4 5Exeonal Drught

L ~~USDA 7 AI

http://ddroug htmonitorun edut

Figure 1: U.S. Drought Monitor September 29, 2015.

continue as the fall and winter forecast is pointing towards a
cooler and wetter winter. The current Climate Prediction
Center's three month outlook, November, December and
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January, are shown in figure two and three. El Nino, an
anomalous and periodic warming of the central and eastern
equatorial Pacific Ocean, has continued to grow through the
summer and is expected to peak late fall into early winter.
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Figure 2: NOAA 3 month US temperature outlook.
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Figure 3: NOAA 3 month U.S. precipitaiton outlook.

According to the Climate Prediction Center, there is

approximately a 95 percent chance that El Nino will continue

through the Northern Hemisphere winter 2015-16, and

gradually weaken through spring 2016. During typical El Nino

seasons, the subtropical jet remains situated over the southern
U.S. allowing for a much cooler and wetter pattern while the
northern U.S. is warmer and drier. It is important to note trends
for El Nino are based on previous patterns and are typical, but
not always the rule.

Rainwater Harvesting
Rebate Program

Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District offers a
financial incentive to encourage rainwater harvesting for
non-potable uses. Rebates of $0.50 per gallon of storage
capacity are available for all rainwater harvesting systems not to
exceed 50% of total system cost. Steps for participation vary
based on storage capacity installed. New systems rebates will
take priority over system additions.

Eligibility
0 Applicant must be a resident or landowner in the District.
0 Rebates are issued to the property owner or tenant only.
0 Participation is limited to once every 12 months.
0 Rebates are available for new systems or for existing

systems wanting to expand storage capacity.
0 Purchases must have been made on or after June 1,

2015 to qualify for the rebate.

For information on system requirements and how to apply
please contact Anita Haiduk at 806-883-2501 or by email at
ahaiduk@pgcd.us.

Britten Joins

PGCD Staff
Britney Britten joined

the District on September 21,
2015 for the Public Relations/
Education position. Britten
graduated from Texas Tech
University in 2013 with a
Public Relations degree. Since
that time, she worked at the
Amarillo Club as the Mem-
bership/Marketing Director.
Britten currently resides in
Groom, with her husband
Brett. She is excited to be
back in White Deer, her Alma
Mater, and get started
educating youth about water
conservation.

For those who wish to schedule
presentation, please contact Britney at (806)
email at britney@pgcd.us

an educational
883-2501 or by

2015-2016 Tax Rate
During the August 19 board meeting, Panhandle

Groundwater Conservation District's Board of Directors
approved the 2015-2016 tax rate. The tax rate will be 0.00790/
$100 valuation, down from 0.00802/$100 in 2014-2015.
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