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Terrell County Airport, known
by locals as Dryden International,
plays host to the Dryden Fly-In

and Barbecue on Columbus Day
weekend. It could also become

the base for a new spaceport
if the county's 1,292 citizens have
their way. The Austin American-

Statesman reports the Texas Aero-
space Commission is working to
find the best place in Texas to

launch communications satellites
into space. The area around the

airport known as Dryden Flat

consists of 52,000 acres of scrub
brush and cactus, plenty of miles

for takeoff and landing. With
isolation being the commission's
main criterion, the folks in nearby

Sanderson have high hopes of
transforming their town from the

"Cactus Capital of Texas" into a
center of space age and high tech.

The City of Fredericksburg took

in $100,400 in hotel/motel tax
receipts the first quarter of 1998,

breaking previous records for
the January through March peri-

od. Still, the Fredericksburg
C&VB and a group of private
businesses want to fine-tune what
visitors do and how much they

spend. Plans include formation
of a consortium to hire a national

marketing firm. Goals include
educating potential visitors about
the scope and diversity of

Fredericksburg; tapping more
out-of-state markets; reaching
more weekday visitors; and pub-
licizing off-season advantages,

packages and promotions. The
marketing firm would work with
travel journalists throughout the

U.S. to increase editorials on
Fredericksburg as a destination.
For more information, call

830/997-6523.

A new regional tourism market- Austin voters passed a $110- to indicate which side of the Inter-
ing concept was introduced in million bond election that will national Parkway the terminals
May by Indigo Resource double the capacity of the Con- are located. Few major airports
Group, a tourism marketing vention Center. An additional identify their terminals and gates
company based in Fredericks- $25 million will go for tunnel in such a complicated way. As
burg. Co-owners Penny Reeh improvements along Waller terminals are added, the potential
and LaRue Ersch said the Creek that connects the Conven- for gate confusion with the east-
Texas Hill Country Tourism tion Center and the downtown west numbering system greatly

Initiative is not a membership entertainment district. The ex- increases. If the plan is imple-
association with annual dues, but pansion includes an additional mented, D/FW terminals will be
rather is designed to save organi- 130,000 square feet of exhibit renamed with letters of the alpha-
zations money so they can space, a new 40,000-square-foot bet by the end of the year. Accord-
expand their individual efforts. ballroom and another 35,000 ing to The Dallas Morning News,
Indigo will work closely with square feet of meeting rooms. the simplification is part of a
travel industry professionals in When complete in 2001, the cen- larger plan to revamp signs
the public and private sectors to ter will take up six city blocks. throughout the airport to make it
develop pay-as-you-go program- Austin Convention Center execu- easier to communicate gate infor-
ming that will target niche mar- tive director Ric Luber said mation to airline passengers.
kets and encourage visitation to the additions and enhancements
the region during off-peak times will give Austin the competitive
of the week and year. Chambers edge it needs to serve the trade P L A C E S
of commerce, C&VBs and busi- show and convention industries.
nesses will be able to choose He estimates the city has lost Since 1996 the Austin Ice
from a menu of cooperative mar- 240,000 room nights over the last Bats hockey team has drawn
keting programs. Other options few years due to lack of available some 6,200 fans for each home
may include cooperative efforts space at the current center. game at the Travis County
in group tour marketing, con- Exposition Center in East
sumer shows in key Texas mar- Officials of the Dallas/Fort Austin. The Austin American-
kets, joint Hill Country collateral Worth International Airport Statesman reports the self-sup-
materials and networking oppor- have devised a plan to make it porting, publicly owned Expo
tunities for improved cross-sell- easier for travelers to move about. Center now faces losing the one
ing. For more information, call Now terminals are numbered and tenant whose pockets are deep
830/990-0180 or 990-0610. include an E for east or W for west enough to help pay for improve-

SPIN DOCTORS The long-time vision of a windmill mu-

seum was set in motion with the opening of The Ameri-

can Wind Power Center in Lubbock. Though still in its

early stages, the museum seems destined for international

recognition. Four windmills are displayed on the grounds

of the 28-acre site donated by the City of Lubbock. Another

30 or so vanes are displayed inside. But eventually

the 170-plus windmills that are owned by the nonprofit

organization will join the others, turning and pumping

water on the Texas South Plains. Give 'em a call at 806/788-1499.



Denison. Counselor Mack Hayes

couldn't help but question, "So
your daughter is Reba McEntire?"

"Why, that's right," they replied,
delighted that Mack had heard of
their "little girl."

JUDGE ROY BEAN TIC It
was high noon. A crowd gathered

outside the Jersey Lilly as a man

ments long put off because of
cost. Ice Bats officials say the
team will move when their con-

tract expires in three years. The

Bats want to sign a deal with the

City of Austin to create an arts,
sports and entertainment complex

downtown at Palmer Auditorium
and City Coliseum. The team,

which has poured $1.3 million

into the Expo Center in improve-

ments, concession sales and rent,
now provides 40 percent of the

facility's income. County offi-

cials have had preliminary con-
versations with an indoor football

league, which plays from April to
August. But without air-condi-

tioning, chances of negotiations
appear slim.

Lone Star Park, the world-

class horse racing facility in
Grand Prairie, has an econom-

ic impact of $278 million a year
in the Dallas/Fort Worth area, a

recent study says. According to
The Dallas Morning News, the
benefits of the year-old race-

track have spread beyond the

Metroplex into the state's breed-
ing farms and ranches, adding
$777 million and 28,000 jobs to
the Texas economy. The study,
which was prepared by Univer-

sity of North Texas economists,

indicates a windfall for govern-

ment as well, including $18 mil-
lion for the state and $2.4 million

for the City of Grand Prairie.
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FACES

The Greater Houston C&VB
will give former city council-

man John Kelley a $100,000-
a-year contract to help bring the
2012 Summer Olympics to
town. According to the Houston

Chronicle, Kelley has been the
city's prime motivator for trying

to attract the Olympics. So far
this year, he has brought in the

national table tennis games, the

Pan American world gymnas-
tics championships, the world

DENISON TIC A delightful
couple said for years they'd been

passing the center on their many

journeys to Texas from their home

in Atoka, Oklahoma, and finally
decided to stop. They spoke of
their daughter, as proud parents

do, and casually mentioned she

had funded the Reba McEntire
Rehabilitation Center there in

Estimated tourism impact is $4.3

million in direct spending and
$10.4 million overall.

The Dallas Business Journal

recently ranked the 25 most-pop-

ular attractions in the D/FW

Metroplex. With some 15.1 mil-

lion visitors in 1997, the Dallas
Galleria came out on top, beat-

ing out the State Fair of Texas

by 11.6 million! Proof positive,
y'all, that shopping has become

an important part of the Texas

tourism game. The Galleria, the
city's largest multiuse center,

sits on 42 acres at the intersec-

tion of LBJ Freeway and the

Dallas North Tollway, two of

the busiest freeways in Texas.

An ice-skating rink forms the

nucleus of 3.7 million square

feet of spectacular shopping,

delectable restaurants, a five-

screen movie theater, a four-

star Westin Hotel, three office

towers and a full-service athletic

club. The legendary Galleria

Vittorio Emanuele in Milan,

Italy, inspired the Dallas

Galleria's 1,200-foot-long barrel

glass vault skylight that culmi-

nates in a 100-foot high dome

over the rink. Signature sea-

sonal events include an indoor
fireworks display at the nation's

tallest indoor Christmas tree

and ice-skating performances
by noted talents. The Galleria
directly impacted the Dallas

economy in excess of $300 mil-

lion last year. For more infor-

mation, call 972/702-7100.

and woman stood nervously on
the porch, watching, waiting for
the words from the justice of the
peace. The woman in black final-
ly grinned and said, "I now pro-
nounce you man and wife." And
so it was that Stuart Tennyson and
Myrna Patricia Robles became the
21st couple to tie the knot on the
steps of Judge Bean's saloon.

team weight lifting trials and the

national Olympic coaches recog-

nition dinner. By bringing in

other events, Kelley believes he
can make important contacts

with Olympic coaches and offi-

cials. Competition cities include

Seattle, New York, Cincinnati

and San Francisco.

W I L D L I F E

The number of golden-cheeked
warblers and black-capped
vireos continue to increase at the

COURTLY PRESENCE

225 Texas historic court-

houses were placed on lo -111
the list of "America's N Ii .-

11 Most Endangered 1; -

Historic Places" by the

National Trust for Histor- 3,3

ical Preservation. Gov. . I

George W. Bush will ask

the 1999 Texas Legislature for $200 million

to preserve the community treasures. Texas

Historical Commission officials will design

a courthouse restoration program to pre-

sent to the Legislature next year. The list

of endangered places is compiled from nom-

inations received from throughout the U.S.

TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD
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6,494-acre Kerr Wildlife Man-
agement Area near Kerrville.
Since 1986 the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department has
researched ways to help the two
small songbirds, both listed as

endangered species. Managed
deer harvest, livestock rotational
grazing, controlled burns and

cowbird trappings have yielded
impressive results. Annual two-
day surveys of vireos showed 27
singing males in 1986, 228 in
1997 and a total of 338 in 1998.
Warbler counts jumped from 18
singing males in 1984 to 50 so
far this year.

T P & W D

Grand opening ceremonies at
Lake Mineral Wells State
Trailway marked the newest

addition in a national move-
ment, led by Rails-to-Trails

Conservancy, to convert aban-

doned railway corridors into pub-
lic trails. The 20-mile corridor
links trailheads at Weatherford
and Mineral Wells. Texas
Parks and Wildlife officials say
the trail was created with all users

in mind. The crushed limestone

surface accommodates walkers

and bikers, as well as equestrians

and the mobility impaired.
Outdoor enthusiasts can enjoy
scenic farm and ranchland along
the way. For the citizens of

Mineral Wells, the trailway pro-
vides a transportation alternative
since it passes through business,

school and residential areas with-
in the city limits. Out of the
more than 700 rails-to-trails con-

versions in the United States,
Texas claims only six. Many

people initially opposed rails-to-
trails projects, fearing the trails

would attract vagrants and van-

dals. Since the West Texas
amenity opened in March, there
have been no complaints, crime

or trespassing. Lake Mineral
Wells State Trailway was made
possible by a joint effort among
TP&WD and the cities of

Weatherford and Mineral Wells.

For more information, call

940/328-1171.

MUSEUM S

Texas state troopers of yesterday

and today were honored last month

with the opening of the Texas
Highway Patrol Museum in
San Antonio. The Hall of
Fame shows the faces and tells

the stories of the 73 officers, in-

cluding several Texas Rangers,
who have died in the line of duty.

6TEXAS

0 TRIVIA

Which Houston politi-

SOLE SURVIVOR Texas

Parks and Wildlife offi-
cials announced they
will close some areas

of Hueco Tanks State

Historical Park near El

Paso and limit access to other areas to pro-

tect the park's threatened resources. The

park has struggled with damage to rare

vegetation, looting of artifacts, litter and

vandalism, and destruction of prehistoric

Native American rock paintings. Beginning

September 1, most of the park will become

accessible only by escort. All access will

be by reservation. Call 915/566-6441.

cian is credited withI- - - - -® -® -
the concept of a cov-

ered sports stadium?
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Displays honor the Medal of

Valor recipients. And Texas
Highway Patrol artifacts offer a
glimpse of the past. But the main
objective of the museum, officials
say, is to educate young people
about highway safety. Curator
Todd Reavis said they hope to
reach schoolchildren before driving

age about the importance of tak-

ing precautions behind the wheel.
Visitors can also learn about the

day-to-day duties of a Texas state
trooper and how they must react
when faced with danger. Future
plans include simulators and
other hands-on exhibits designed
to hold the interest of kids. Open
Tuesday through Sunday, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Take the blue-coded
trolley from Alamo Plaza to 812
S. Alamo Street. For more infor-
mation or to arrange group tours,
call 210/231-6030.

A host of stars await children of
all ages at The Science Place
in Dallas through September 7.
The Vision of Jim Henson
brings together Kermit, Miss
Piggy, Big Bird, Ernie and other
big-screen "actors" for a delight-

ful summertime event. Visitors
can enjoy original prints of the

classic Muppet characters and
creatures from Jim Henson's fan-

tasy films. Photo panels feature a
behind-the-scenes look at offices,
workshops, studios and activities
on set locations. Kids can try

their hands at real Henson pup-
pets and make their own puppet
friends. Open daily in Fair Park.
Call 214/428-5555 for more info.

EVENT S

In its heyday, Austin Aqua
Festival drew crowds of 200,000
each year. Now, swamped in debt,
the event has called it quits. The
festival owes the City of Austin
$65,000 for the use of Auditori-
um Shores and other services,
and even more money to private
vendors. Because of the debt, the
festival was unable to get com-
mitments from sponsors for the
$500,000 it would take to pull off
the event again this year. Officials
plan to regroup, pay off debts and
resurrect the summertime tradition
at Lake Walter E. Long in two years.



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 15,570 -11.40 65,661 -21.76

Anthony 15;111 +13.68 80,955 -1.12

Denison 22,344 -7.42 112,875 -3.03

Gainesville 32,640 -4.05 174,786 +2.98

Langtry 7,776 -7.43 60,204 +13.49

Laredo 10,341 +2.19 77,091 +78.01

Orange 51,645 -10.89 275,610 +7.74

Texarkana 35,715 -39.25 197,136 -10.98

Valley 17,145 -44.11 203,688 -16.60

Waskom 54,492 -31.54 279,387 -22.19

Wichita Falls 21,699 -12.62 102,282 -3.18

Capitol Complex 8,343 -7.18 55,965 -6.82

CENTER TOTALS 292,821 -22.11 1,685,640 -8.55

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers

(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

http://www.texashighways.com

Data as of June 30, 1998
*Compared to last year
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

77,955 563,379

Subscribers to the TxDOT TIS System can elec-
tronically download leads from the database to
create a powerful marketing tool! Leads can
be sorted in many ways, including by zip code,
region or activity of interest. For more info,
call 512/406-5923. Or contact us by eMail at
tis@mailgw.dot.state.tx.us.


