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SUMMIT '97

South Padre Island will be-

come the focus September 21-24,
when travel professionals from
throughout the state gather for
one of the most important tourism

events of the year. Summit '97
will lead us into the next century

with the theme "Tourism in the
Future Tense." International dig-

nitaries, nationally acclaimed
speakers and tourism experts will

share information on the diversity
of Texas resources and how we

can make them work. First Lady

Laura Bush will address dele-

gates, and state agencies will pre-
sent a program on recent legisla-

tion changes and their effects on
the industry. All this and more in

a luxurious tropical setting. For
registration information, contact
the Texas Travel Industry
Association in Austin at

512/476-4472.
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The Travel and Information Divi-
sion had the honor of welcoming
one of its own, when Becky
Wilson relinquished her post as
interim manager of the Orange
Travel Information Center
to become officially in charge.
Becky joined the division in 1990

as a travel counselor. Since then,
her responsibilities have increas-

ingly grown. As interim manag-
er, her experience as a travel

counselor and knowledge of the
center's operation and building
project ensured the uninterrupted

flow of visitor services. The

Orange facility is one of TxDOT s
busiest Texas Travel Information
Centers, serving more than 692,000
visitors in 1996 alone. Give
Becky a call at 409/883-9416.

U . S . T R A V E L city already has purchased 5.5 luxury facility, owners are work-

acres between the Morton H. ing with consultants to determine
The Travel Industry Associa- Meyerson Symphony Center and whether Austin could support a
tion of America recently un- the Booker T. Washington High high-dollar hotel along the lines
veiled a web site that promises to School for the Performing and of a Ritz-Carlton. If costs are too
become one of the most compre- Visual Arts. This past May, The- high, the building might be devel-
hensive sources for research, atre Projects Consultants (TPC) oped for another use.

marketing and travel. The site of Connecticut began looking
includes industry news, trade show into whether the city actually Alamo Quarry Market in the
listings, membership information needs such a facility. If the answer heart of San Antonio is rapidly

and TIA's focus on government is yes, the firm will conduct a fol- taking shape amid towering old
affairs. TIA members can access low-up study from September to smokestacks and the ruins of a

a wealth of important statistics, February to determine the most limestone quarry operated by
while net surfers can plan their practical way to carry out plans. Alamo Cement Company from

vacations by linking up with sites The firm has recommended re- 1908 to 1986. The Dallas Morn-

sponsored by other countries and housing the Dallas Opera and ing News reports developers
states. Industry professionals can Theater Center and offering will preserve the history of the
even register on-line for the Dis- affordable performance space for site by incorporating the shell
cover U.S.A. marketing program, the arts community at large. of the plant into the design of
slated this year for October 13-16 the new market, maintaining the
in Houston. For the latest in trav- Highgate Holdings, the latest factory's old rock crusher and
el, key in http://www.tia.org. in a long line of owners of the clinker buildings, using old
Or call the TIA office in Washing- Stephen F. Austin Hotel in pieces of equipment ornamen-
ton, D.C., at 202/408-8422. Austin, is stripping the structure tally and designing the complex

of its ever-changing history in an to have a rubble look. Trendy
effort to return it to its original shops, anchor stores, an assort-

C 0 M I N G U P 1924 splendor. The Austin ment of restaurants and a movie

American-Statesman reports the theater will occupy the 530,000-
With a growing number of artists long-vacant hotel should reopen square-foot market, which is

seeking space for performance and next spring with a new marble 85 percent leased. Most busi-
rehearsal, Dallas could get a per- staircase, granite floors and many nesses will open by September.
forming arts center in the heart other features that made it one of On U.S. 281 between San
of the Arts District. According to the city's most prestigious hotels. Antonio International Airport
The Dallas Morning News, the Though plans call for a 187-room and downtown.

dp ACROBOTICS The world's first robot zoo began its five-

year, 60-city tour at Space Center Houston. The

Robot Zoo offers a firsthand look at the marvels

of the earth's creatures with larger-than-life

animal robots, interactive adventure stations

and hands-on activities. Guests can learn how

chameleons change color, what propels squid

through water, how grasshoppers jump, how flies walk on ceil-

ings, and how bats hang from trees. Through September 1. Open

daily at 1601 NASA Road One. Call 1-800-972-0369 for more info.
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LCSTRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD

For years, Mary and Bud Mills
would make the trek from their
home in Arlington to their prop-
erty near Caldwell, where they

camped out with a fire and a
dream. Now they have turned
their weekend getaway into The
Purple Gate Farm where they
share their love of the land
through lectures and nature trail

studies of native plants, wildflow-

ers and herbs. The sustainable
small-acreage farm includes
Japanese and herb gardens, picnic

areas, a fish pond, greenhouses,
woodworking and pottery sheds

and a gift shop with handcrafted
ceramics, dried flowers, herb

products and wildflower seeds.
The farm is off the beaten path,

so please call ahead at 409/567-
9824; tours by appointment only.
Near Chriesman in Burleson

County six miles northwest of
Caldwell off Texas 36.

A proposed recreational
trail through rural North Texas

was killed when a $1.7-million

grant was withdrawn because of

public opposition. The Dallas
Morning News reports the project

called for converting an aban-
doned railway from Farmersville

to near Paris into a 56-mile paved
hiking and biking trail. But when
the trail became an issue of priva-
cy and property rights versus eco-
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AMARILLO TIC When a visi-
tor signed the center's guest book

manager Rosemary Eaves noticed

the woman had an Italian last name,
prompting her to ask the visitor
where she was from. The woman
replied in a lovely Australian

accent that she was from Germany.
She then laughed, explaining

she'd lived in Australia for a
number of years. Sounds like a
citizen of the world.

nomic development and recreation,
most cities and counties pulled
out. Two years ago public opin-
ion pulled the plug on similar
plans near Tyler. Though land-
owner fears of trespassing, vandal-
ism and littering are understand-

able, nationwide success stories
far outnumber failures. Now rail

trails are slowly making their way
into Texas. The 64-mile Caprock

Canyons Trailway opened in the
Panhandle. Plans for trails in other

areas of Texas are in the works.

By the year's end, most of a 20-
mile stretch will open between

Mineral Wells and Weatherford,

which, Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department officials say, will
become their model trail.

Just three months after the start-
up of the first jetliner service
from Meacham Internation-
al Airport in Fort Worth,
officials from Mesa Airlines
voiced confidence but acknowl-

edged concern over the slow
buildup of traffic on its Fort

Worth-to-Houston route. The
Dallas Morning News reports

travel agents and passengers
praise the new-generation

Canadair regional jets, Meacham

and bargain fares. But some ana-
lysts are skeptical that the airline
can break even in time to survive
at Meacham. Mesa officials said

though loads are light, traffic is
growing and continuing to devel-

op. The airline had hoped to

TEXARKANA TIC Excitement
among the staff built as the glitzy

tour bus of the world-famous
Harlem Globe Trotters pulled in.
Expecting a busload of athletes to
come bouncing out the door, they
were all set back the instant a
passel of seniors deboarded for a
leisurely rest stop on the center's
grounds. The group said they had
leased the bus from the illustrious
giants for a trip to Dallas.

begin service to San Antonio by
June and to Austin by the year's
end. For now any expansion is on
hold. In the meantime, Mesa
continues to work toward chang-
ing the patterns of area travelers
used to flying out of D/FW
International Airport and Dallas
Love Field.

Thirty million years ago an earth-
quake rocked the land, leaving a
fracture stretching 1,800 miles.

Who would have guessed that the
belly of that ancient quake would
some day become one of Texas'

WICHITA FALLS TIC
Counselor Penny King shouted,

"Move over Dallas! Wichita

Falls has got it all." The recent
opening of Grand Central Station
has made it easy for counselors

to direct travelers of all ages to
the latest hot spot for music,
dancing and fun. For just $5,
party-lovers can dance to sounds
of disco, Top 40 and country at
five different clubs.

top-notch attractions. A visit to
Wonder World Park in San
Marcos not only offers a view
of massive boulders frozen in
time, but at a constant 72 degrees,
it's a sure way to escape the sum-
mer heat. As the only earth-
quake-formed cave in the nation
open to the public, it offers a
nature tourism experience you
won't soon forget. Unlike water-
formed caves, Wonder Cave is

not harmed by touch or light. So
visitors are encouraged to experi-

ence the cave close-up and take
lots of photos of the prehistoric

TIES THAT BIND Declaring neckties

detrimental to the welfare of South
Padre Island, the town's Board
of Aldermen approved a

resolution making it illegal

to wear ties. The procla-

mation states that police -

officers will issue written warnings

to first offenders. Second offenders

will be fined the amount of a fine silk tie,

and the offensive apparel will be confiscated

and destroyed. Mayor Ed Cyganiewicz,

whose own tie was cut off, said it's all in fun.

Truth is, officers will give away promotional

T-shirts to anyone they see wearing a tie.

P L AC ES
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fossils and minerals in various

colors that glow in the dark. A
190-foot elevator ride to the top
of the Tejas Observation Tower
gives an aerial view of an ocean

bed that vanished millions of
years ago and of the Edwards
Plateau and the Coastal Plains

formed by the whim of a quake.

Other attractions include a wild-
life petting park, antigravity
house, Mexican marketplace, gift
shop and game room. Catch the
latest information on the Internet

by keying in http://www.wonder

worldpark.com, where you can
even download discount coupons

and a map. Open year-round,
rain or shine! For details, call

512/392-6760.

FACES

Arlington C&VB president
Burke Pease headed for
California June 20 to direct the

Monterey County Travel and
Tourism Alliance. Since joining
the bureau in 1992, Burke has

helped the Convention Center
become a profitable operation,

spearheaded trolley service for
the Entertainment District, coor-

dinated efforts to build a new
bureau headquarters near The

Ballpark in Arlington and helped
create a cooperative atmosphere
among other C&VBs in the
D/FW area that led to the Texas

Metroplex program. Joyce
Odom, director of the Arlington
Convention Center, will serve as
interim president until a replace-
ment is named, probably some-
time this fall. For more info,

call 1-800-433-5374.

W I L DL I F E

Central Texans, BEEware!
Africanized honeybees have
made their way to Gillespie

County, joining 89 other Texas
counties under state quarantine.
The quarantine allows beekeepers
to move hives within but not out

of the zone in an effort to prevent
further spread of the killer bees.
The Africanized bee was first
detected entering the U.S.
through Brownsville in October
1990. Since then, the feral insect
has spread through the southern
half of the state, along a line
roughly from south of Houston to
Temple to Lamesa and El Paso.
Africanized bees look like domes-
tic honeybees but are more defen-

0 TRIVIA

FLIG HTCHECK Hotel gen-

eral managers in Arlington

have created a new

! Miles for Meetings
program to encourage

planners to book meet-

ings with the growing number of limited

service hotels. Meeting planners can earn

up to 20,000 American Airlines Advantage

miles or Delta Air Lines SkyMiles for each
meeting booked for 1997 at participating

Arlington hotels. Call 1-888-4-FREE-MILES.

Where in Texas is

the only monument

to the Union, outside

of national cemeter-

ies, in Confederate
territory?

.zany saaanN oga supoo1Jao OILuS e sL01

issnny uo s aisuues uusivud sexoia q patjpsmi

OJO A Anti -uuy uo iu p ul1sTIu o

oiussud e pun onjaz poos o oixoj ioj mno

mas uow neuUoD 08 mnoqis'Z981'1 snnV

uo Ap1uTJ sXoq pu uoiu 0 unsgm atom

poguiq pue souoq pus sdol3 pau.nq 'suozW3

juauiuuojd pomsaus onq 'ainuao s jjnQ uunu

-sJonmJn s powarn aq Jo 3uIOff2iJO S4Jgo sILO

0191 IOxA so11U H? ejjJpO 0o fuas S ;IA J f

souzsr umidsj -MeleIsem zpazsepop ssexal

uayP -uosIa?1 sI? pooidaoIui Sum uUy 1Imi1

-pojuoD o usof 01 snja.zi -J Sflag on 1

aauuisajzag gpo pajd Rogm 'sexalpaxonue

XpuTooa n 2urp10s gS0J81 31 Pf uunp

pUuzo~oq ar og0M 's1U5J2TU uI uom

-'go Aq pjmmas Ausunuopaod sIs IJoJ~UoD

fuipunouns sars u a1J JIs-J1Iq I? s1 S-Sn

oar Ainadiad u 1 01 SossoaIuoJ Jo 1V Aq

pounuuad s1ouud usu3 UVJ Jo saI5 plung

ssIA XIs Xuo Jo aro ose mnq 'AXa.1poJuoj

aL4 uUijAX uoIUfl agII 1ofuOUnuoUJ iO og11 1

SI Xjuo ION a 3IssIN.1j aIr1 saOaaN 981 041
ui poip oq saoouoid 9t JO 0AI uounuoo a a

JOAO 'SIx01 '1J0JUJO0 UI 9981 UI sp01001 SIM

IuOLnuoTuomulf .ap fanazl,, sOOOa N 011

IAIX 0

sive in protecting their hives. Just
what we need-one more thing in

Texas that bites or stings!

TP&WD

The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department recently released an
up-to-date version of Birding
Texas, a free 16-page booklet

designed to introduce new birders
and those from out of state to the
number one bird-watching location
in the nation. The latest edition
includes sections on the Great
Texas Coastal Birding Trail,
Texas birding festivals, private
guide services and Texas rare
bird alert hot lines. For your free
copy, call 512/389-4505.

MUSEUM S

The first major museum exhibi-
tion in the U.S. devoted to the
transatlantic slave trade will be
presented at the Fort Worth
Museum of Science and
History, October 4 through Jan-
uary 4. A Slave Ship Speaks:
The Wreck of the Henrietta
Marie examines the societal con-
text of slave trade and its linger-
ing aftereffects through a show of
artifacts from the shipwrecked
slave ship Henrietta Marie. In

1700, the ship broke apart and
sank in the waters off the Florida

Keys, shortly after off-loading
190 enslaved Africans in Jamaica.

The wreck was discovered acci-

dentally in 1972. A full-size, walk-
through replica of the ship will
present artifacts that testify to the

dangers aboard. Visitors can fol-
low the infamous triangular trade
route from the bustling port of

London to an African ruler's house

to a sugar plantation in the West
Indies. The museum is open

daily at 1501 Montgomery Street.

Call 817/732-1631 for details.

EVENTS

A happy celebration of Czech
heritage takes center stage Sep-
tember 13 at the 14th Annual
Kolache FestivaI in Cald-
well, the "Kolache Capital of
Texas." Hundreds of Czech
dancers, musicians and singers,
old-time craft demonstrations and
authentic Czech foods transport
visitors to the heart of Old World
traditions. The state's best cooks
vie for titles in three categories
at the Kolache Bakeoff. And
arts and crafts, antiques, quilts
and classic cars spill over from
the courthouse square into 16
city blocks. Call 409/567-3218
to "Czech it out."



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 17,790 +3.73 101,712 +6.69

Anthony 13,551 -4.18 95,427 -10.65

Denison 24,501 +22.02 140,904 +19.47

Gainesville 33,930 -7.54 203,661 -4.92

Langtry 7,677 -1.54 60,726 -15.55

Laredo 12,957 +3.42 56,265 -39.42

Orange 58,491 -27.03 314,304 -31.33

Texarkana 53,193 -3.32 274,632 -21.60

Valley 34,170 +48.21 278,409 +11.41

Waskom 69,531 +30.94 428,595 +23.07

Wichita Falls 24,366 +6.11 130,011 +3.85

Capitol Complex 10,614 +3.09 70,674 +8.23

1-800 Phone Center 6,321 -50.67 57,978 -35.04

CENTER TOTALS 367,092 +.35 2,213,298 -7.20

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers
(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

Data as of July 31, 1997
*Compared to last year
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

73,500 777,222

SERVICES TO THE
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

TxDOT TRAX System This Mo. Y-T-D

Subscriber inquiries 44

Addresses offered 78,549

Addresses transmitted 22,168

Addresses transmitted 336,906


