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A Legacy of Leadership:

THE SIGNERS OF THE TEXAS DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

ne hundred eighty years ago, 59 elected delegates

gathered at Washington-on-the-Brazos and

declared Texas independent from Mexico. Only two

were long-time residents of Coahuila y Tejas, the
others came from 11 states and five

countries. 'There were 12 lawyers,

five physicians, four surveyors and STAR OF THE REPUB

three each of planters, empresarios
and merchants. What did these
men have in common? Why did-

they risk their lives to defy Mexico 4
by declaring independence? They

believed the best way to govern was

through a democratic government,

which Santa Anna had destroyed.

Bound by their common vision to

see Texas as a separate union, and

skilled in the art of diplomacy, these

men were first and foremost, leaders.

Many of the delegates served in

the previous conventions leading
up to 1836. Four served at the

Convention of 1832, six at the

Convention of 1833, and 18 at
the Consultation of 1835. After
annexation to the United States,

six of the former delegates served at

the Convention of 1845, two at the

Convention of 1861, and two at the

Convention of 1866.
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Other positions of authority held by this group of men were

sheriffs, postmasters, and Texas Rangers. Many fought at the

Battle of San Jacinto. Dr. Junius William Mottley, who served as
aide-de-camp to'Thomas J. Rusk, Secretary of War, lost his life on

April 21, 1836, on the San Jacinto

battlefield.

M1USEUM PRESENTS Some delegates to the Convention of
1836 brought considerable expertise

to the meeting. Sam Houston served

in the House of Representatives

for the United States Congress

from 1823-1827 and at the end of
his term was elected governor of

Tennessee. After coming to Texas

he was elected President of the

Republic-twice-once in 1836
and again in 1841. In between

terms he served as a congressman.

After annexation in 1846, Houston
ERSH"f also served as a U.S. Senator and as

Governor of the State of Texas.
F THE TEXAS
INDEPENDENCE Robert Potter was elected to

the North Carolina House of
Commons in 1826 and three years

later advanced to the U.S. House of

Representatives. He resigned from

his position after a sordid personal
incident that resulted in a prison

term. In 1834 he was released from

- Continued on next page -
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prison and immediately elected to the
North Carolina House of Commons,
only to be expelled the following year
for cheating at cards. In Texas, Potter
was appointed secretary of the Texas
Navy and later served as a senator in the
Congress of the Republic of Texas until
his death.

Samuel Price Carson served as a North

Carolina State Senator and a United
States Congressman. Described as
being "young, handsome, eloquent" and
well liked by all, Carson was elected to

Congress, even after killing his running
opponent in a duel. After moving to Texas
in 1835, he was appointed Secretary of
State by David G. Burnet, the Provisional
President of the Republic of Texas. Later,
Burnet sent him to Washington City to
supervise "all the interests and concerns

of Texas in that country."

By 1895, William Carrol Crawford was
the last living delegate, after serving as
postmaster at Shelbyville from 1843-
1859, treasurer of Shelby Co. in 1844,
and postmaster at Pittsburg from 1874-

1881. He exemplified the character of the
59 delegates, all of whom left a legacy of

leadership and accomplishment.

The Star of the Republic Museum salutes
these men with an exhibit opening on

March 5, "A Legacy of Leadership:

The Signers of the Texas Declaration

of Independence."'The exhibit includes
personal artifacts such as Sam Maverick's

buckskins, a cameo of Michel Menard,
oil portraits of Stephen Blount and his
wife, and much more.'The exhibit will be
open through February 15,2017.

Established in 1883, Blinn College offers a variety of college
academic transfer, workforce training, and continuingeducation

classes for more than 1 9,000 students who attend
one of our four campuses or our comprehensive

distance education programs.

The premier two-year college in Texas, Blinn's transfer rate
consistently ranks among the top 10in the nation.

Albert Einstein described play as "the highest form of
research." When we play, we learn to solve problems,
make decisions, express ourselves and communicate with
others. We owe it to our children to provide an engaging
alternative to their mobile devices-an experience that will
allow them to actively explore the past, while developing a

of y sense of empathy and identity with their ancestors. In doing
so, they can learn that each generation builds upon the
accomplishments of the past generation, thus opening their

eyes and minds to the possibilities that may be within reach for their generation and those beyond.

On March 12, the museum will open its new Pioneer Playroom - to provide children with an
opportunity to discover the past, by allowing them to immerse themselves in the role of a
pioneer. Through role-playing, they will develop a deeper appreciation for today's lifestyles and
understand that things haven't always been the same.

The Pioneer Playroom will engage learners of all age groups and of varying learning styles. The
opportunities will stimulate and provoke analytical development through interactive experiences.
Children will make a connection with the past because they will have become part of the story.
No longer will history just be something that they hear about-it will become something that they
have experienced.

Imagining they are new settlers to Texas in the 1830s, children will be able to load and sit on a
buckboard wagon; dress in period clothing; build a log cabin; practice chores such as washing
and hanging laundry, hauling water, milking a cow; or prepare food-the old-fashioned way. The
room will simulate a frontier homestead in Texas, with inside and outside features. Questions
and "idea prompts" incorporated into the labels will enrich the interdisciplinary experience by
comparing and contrasting the ways the pioneers met their daily needs versus how we meet those
same needs today.
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The Historical Museum of the Texas Republic

Texa r deenen noa Ceerain

WASHINGTON-ON-THE-BRAZOS - MARCH 5 - MARCH 6, 2016

Schedule of Events

Ongoing activities, throughout the weekend, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
- Craft vendors, demonstrators, and musicians located along trail between Visitors Center

and Museum, and inside the Star of the Republic Museum

- Star of Texas Dulcimers at Museum throughout the weekend

- New Museum exhibit "Legacy of Leadership:'Ihe Signers of the Texas Declaration of
Independence"

- Descendants of Signers Reunion throughout the weekend in Conference Center

- Independence Hall tours at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 2 p.m., 3 p.m., 4 p.m.
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10:30 a.m. Fightin' Texas Aggie Band Amphitheater
10:45 a.m. Musket and Cannon Firing Behind Amphitheater

11 a.m. "Birth of a Republic" play Amphitheater
12:15 p.m. Professor Farquar's Medicine Show Amphitheater
1:15 p.m. Fightin' Texas Aggie Band Amphitheater
1:30 p.m. Dean Barber String Music Museum Theater

2 p.m. Musket and Cannon Firing Behind Amphitheater
2:15 p.m. "Birth of a Republic" play Amphitheater
3:30 p.m. Fightin' Texas Aggie Band Amphitheater

4 p.m. Professor Farquar's Medicine Show Amphitheater
4:30 p.m. Musket and Cannon Firing Behind Amphitheater

Sunday, March 5

10 a.m. Mason Flag Raising Ceremony Visitors Center
10:30 a.m. Musket and Cannon Firino Behind Amphitheater

11 a.m. North Harris County Dulcimer music Amphitheater
11:30 a.m. Professor Farquar's Medicine Show Museum Theater

12 p.m. Musket and Cannon Firing Behind Amphitheater
12:30 p.m. "Birth of a Republic" play Amphitheater
1:30 p.m. Texas A & M Singing Cadets Amphitheater

Washington-on-the-Brazos State Park Assocation Program
2:30 p.m. Speaker: Senator Brandon Creighton Amphitheater

Descendants' Roll Call
3:45 p.m. Cake Cutting Amphitheater

4 p.m. Professor Farquar's Medicine Show Amphitheater

Black

MONTH
The Star of the Republic Museum celebrated
Black History Month on February 6, 2016
with a presentation by Anne Zenor, "Who
Am I? Tracing my Ancestry from the First
300 that Came with Stephen F. Austin."

Stephen F. Austin's father, Moses Austin,
secured a permit in 1821 from the Mexican
government to settle 300 families in
Texas. Moses Austin died before he could
complete the venture and his son, Stephen,
brought the colonists to Texas.

Many of the Old Three Hundred were from
the Trans-Appalachian South and originally
of British ancestry. They were educated and
financially secure as witnessed by the large
number of slaveholders in the group.

By 1825, Austin's Colony numbered
1,790-including 443 enslaved persons.
Ms. Zenor spoke about her family coming
to Texas with colonist Nicholas Dillard in
August 1824. He started out in Brazoria
County and eventually landed in Grimes
County where today there are cemeteries
and roads with the name Dillard.

* Schedule subject to change; Check upon arrival for updates
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Brazos Valley Regional History Fair
The eleventh Brazos Valley Regional History Fair was held on February 12 at
Washington-on-the-Brazos. Over 200 students with 123 entries competed to
advance to Texas History Day in Austin, and eventually National History Day.
Students also competed for $1600 in cash prizes provided by our generous
sponsors. The Museum gratefully acknowledges the following sponsors:

FOUNDERS
" Wash ington-on-the-Brazos State Park Association
" Brazos County HistoricalCommission
" Jared Patout, CPA
" Blinn College-Star of the Republic Museum
" Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site

DELEGATES
D Washington County Genealogical Society

TEXIANS
- Anderson Baptist Church
- Daughters of the Republic of Texas, Dr. Richard Fox Brenham Chapter
- Fultz & Fultz, PLLC
" Celia & Steve Haley
- Washington County Historical Commission
" Deanna & Ron Alfred
- John Brieden State Farm Insurance
" Daughters of the American Revolution, La Villita Chapter
" Lacina & Kenjura, PC
- Henry P Mayo

Laurie & Duane Schlitter
" Sons of the Republic of Texas, William Mayfield Chapter #34
" Sons of the Republic of Texas, William Joel Bryan Chapter #14
- United Daughters of the Confederacy, Minnie B. Williams Chapter #531
" Houston McGaugh
" Blue Bell Creameries
" Monograms & More

Hands-On History
Hands-On History is back at Star of the Republic Museum!

Join us on the third Saturday of the month to make crafts

and toys that pioneer kids made during the Republic time.

While you are here, discover what life was like for kids in

the newly renovated Pioneer Playroom, opening in March!

March 19: Basket Weaving

April 16: Tissue Paper Flowers

May 21: Knot Tying

June 18: Corn Husk Dolls

NEW ACQUISITION
Michael Moore, from Richmond, Texas, recently donated a

broadside of Anson Jones' presidential address on December

16, 1844 at Washington-on-the-Brazos. Presumably the

same document described by Thomas W. Streeter in his

Bibliography of Texas as "#609, Message on the State of

the Republic, Washington, December 16, 1844." Streeter

noted that it was to be printed at the National Vindicator

Office, with 500 copies ordered printed by the Senate and

1,500 copies by the House. It was contracted for printing by

Thomas Johnson of the National Vindicator press. Streeter

shows "no copy located" of this imprint in his Bibliography.
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