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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

HIS MON H y tuut ew iiW COOKbook

Cooking With Texas Highways, editec

by associate editor Nola McKey. It has

been beautifully printed and produced by

the University of Texas Press, and contains

vibrant images by longtime food photogra-

pher and staff member J. Griffis Smith, with
food styling by Fran DeCoux Gerling and
Quincy Adams Erickson. The book features

recipes that have been published in th

magazine, as well as a few that have n(1

appeared in print. See page 54 for a sampY

of the book's contents. And remember,

cookbooks make great gifts....

READERS, we need your help. This is your

last chance to send us your memories of the

Texas home front during World War II. Ex-

amples of experiences you might relate are:

* You served as a nurse/doctor in

Texas military hospitals.

* You worked in a Texas aircraft,
munitions, or ship-building plant.

* You (or relatives) worked in any of

Texas' POW camps.

* You volunteered in the state's contin-

gent of the USO, Red Cross, or other

organization that fed, provided med-

ical aid to, or entertained the troops.

* You grew a Victory Garden, partici-

pated in scrap drives, or remember

the restrictions of rationing.

* You vividly recall bidding goodbye

to relatives as they headed off to war.

* You helped patrol the coastline for

enemy vessels, or you served with the

Civil Air Patrol.

Send your memories (and any photos that

help illustrate them; the images will be

returned to you) to Texas Highways, Attn:

WWII-TX, Box 141009, Austin 78714-
1009. Please include a telephone number

and/or an e-mail address where we can

reach you. The deadline for submissions is

April 30. Thanks for sharing....

n F> FRIIN(,

J. Griffis Smith ard Fran Gerling prepare for a food
Shoot on the banks of the ConCho RiVer for a story on
a ranch-style Thanksgiving published in the November
1987 issue of Texas Highways. Griff and Fran's work
appears in our naw book, Cooking With Texas Highways,
edited by associate editor Nola McKey.

ROB McCORKLE's story on the Old Settler's

Music Festival (page 48) reminds me of how

lucky we are in Texas to have such great

music and such talented musicians. It also

reminds me of how quickly things change in

the music business. For instance, Rob men-

tions prodigy Sarah Jarosz of Wimberley,
who played with Blue Eyed Grass at last

year's festival. Sarah is now 13 and is per-

forming with her mother, Mary, as a duo.

Sarah plays mandolin, guitar, and stand-up

bass, and Mary plays rhythm guitar....

AND, FINALLY, readers, thank you all for being

so forthcoming in sending us e-mails and

letters abort your favorite places for break-

fast and barbecue. The staff is getting fat and

happy doing the research. Our stories on

breakfast and barbecue places will be pub-

lished, but we don't know when just yet-

there's a lo: of eating we still need to do!

IN THE MEANTIME, enjoy wildflower season. It's

a great time to get out and see Texas.
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Looking for family fun? Houston has it all. With more than 5000 restaurants, teams in every

major professional sport, world-class shopping, the 4th largest museum district, out of this

world attractions and the beach just a shor: drive, Houston has something to offer everyone.

For more information on what to do while you are in Houston, call 1-800-4HOUSTON today!

SpaceCity. A space of infinite possibilities.

Greater Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau

Don't miss Everyone's Art Car Parade as it rolls into downtown Houston on May 14th.

Log onto wwwvisithoustontexas.com for your chance to win an EVLNET Art Car Weekend!
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FEATURES

BIG BEND OPEN ROAD RACE A ra ly-style competition based in Fort Stockton
idely regarded as the most cha lenging open-road race in the United States. But the race itself
Ust half the story. BY LORI VOFFATT, PHOTOGRAPH S SY JOEL SALCIDO

YOU BELONG AMONG THE WILDFLOWERS Texans of all ages count
flower memories among their fcndest recollections. A twenty-scmething former Texas Highways
rn reminisces about her wildflower experiences. NTRODUCTION BY COURTNEY RUSSELL

OLD SETTLER'S MUSIC FESTIVAL: IN TUNE WITH SPRING
festival at Driftwood offers acoJstic roots music of many stripes, from blues to reggae tc

grass. Its special setting allows mus c-lovers to Elso binge on bluebonnets and barbecue.
ROB McCORKLE, PHOTCGRAFHS BY J. 3RIFFIS SMITH

A STATE FARE COLLECTION: COOKING WITH
XAS HIGHWAYS We present an excerpt frcm our new ocok- WEST 68
k, which includes mcre than 250 of the magazine's best recipes, FOFT STOCKTON "

.26 HOUSTON
a few never-before-jublisl-ed gems. INTRODUCTION BY NOLA McKEY, . 20.

TOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH DRIFTWOOD 48 60
GALVESTON

0 OLEANDER FESTIVAL Galveston celebrates the springtime show of its
rite shrub with floral displays, plant sales, and gardening lectures, plus kids' nature crafts and
ing- and butterfly-watching treks. BY DIANE MOREY SITTON, P-OTOGRAPHS BY ROBERT MIHOVIL

OR TIPS ON STATEWIDE FLOWER-VIEWING, CALL 800/452-9292
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Drop By on Your Way to PI
I ENJOYED Ben Christensen's story on Port
Isabel [February] and had to let you know
about a restaurant called Julia's [956/233-
5653] in nearby Los Fresnos. My wife and I
stopped there and had the best huevos ran-
cheros imaginable. The service was excellent
and prices reasonable. It was so good we had
to go back a second time to make sure the first
time wasn't a fluke-and believe me, it wasn't.

KENT BURGAN
Mesquite

Sunrise, Sunrise
SINCE my parents and brother live in Dripping
Springs, I was thrilled to read Ford Gunter's
story about Sunrise Exotic Ranch [February].
And as we were already planning a trip that
way, my husband arranged for us to spend a
relaxing night in the treehouse at Karon Glass'
wonderful retreat. The place was everything

we'd hoped for and more r
(there's something magi- .
cal about being able to
visit with the animals at
all hours), and now I've
become a bona fide
ambassador, spreading
the word of this unbeliev-
able little corner of the
world. (I've actually been
carrying the brochure
and snapshots around in
my purse!) The only thing
you left out is its wonderful proximity to the
Salt Lick in Driftwood, home of the world's
best barbecue! We'll definitely be back with
the kids, and probably even the grandparents,
in tow!

JAMIE ZUEGE
Bedford

ED. NOTE: Thanks, Jamie. And speaking of the

V~~ " I

- SeeingRed Men
I READ Lana Robin-

son's article on Waco [March] with great inter-
est. Recently, my husband and I visited all the
major museums mentioned in your article.
Coming into Waco from San Antonio, we saw
a sign advertising the Red Men Museum and
Library. Intrigued, we turned off 1-35 and found
a delightful small museum full of interesting
and historical artifacts. We spent several
hours sitting in the quiet library/exhibit room,

Step into a Masterpiece WITTE
theMcNay San Antonio Museum of Art MUSEUM

The Marion Koogler McNay Art Museum
6000 N. New Braunfels - San Antonio, Texas

210.824.5368 - www.mcnoyort.org

A Collection that Spans the Centuries & the Globe
200 W. Jones Ave. - San Antonio, Texas
210.978.8100 - www.samuseum.org

The Premier History & Science Museum
3801 Broadway - Son Antonio, Texas

210.357.1900 - www.wittemuseum.org
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We should have credited
Laurence Parent for this
Peaceful scene of Port
Isabel that graced our
February cover.

Salt Lick, turn to page
48 for Rob McCorkle's
story on the Old Set-
tler's Music Festival, to
be held this year April
21-24 at the Salt Lick
BBQ Pavilion and
Camp Ben McCulloch.
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books in this noncircu-

ED. NOTE: It sounds like you had a great
trip to Waco. In our March article, we pictured
one of the Red Men's artifacts: a World War II-

era viola bearing signatures of famous enter-
tainers. For more information, call 254/
756-1221.

Lost in Translation
I ENJOYED the Speaking of Texas item on
Bill Pickett [February] very much, but there is
one correction. You depict Bill and Will Rogers
chasing a bull into the grandstands, but when
they brought the animal out, you refer to a

steer. The terms "bull" and "steer" are not
interchangeable. I suppose he could have
lost something along the way?

BOB ROGERS
PRAIRIE STAR BUFFALO RANCH

Moulton

thumbing through
lating library.

CAROLYN TOLAR

San Antonio

TALK

E XAS

No matter where you look there's history. Ahead are century-old cotton farms and restored TEXAS

depots marking town beginnings. To the side are pioneer villages, elegant house museums and HISTORICAL
COMMISSION

some of the best barbecue in Texas. Following intently are the stories of people who made Texas m H ,,, on

great. So get in the car, take a look around - you can see your heritage from here.

For free driving maps of the Brazos Trail or other Texas Heritage Trails, call 866/276-6219 or visit www.thc.state.tx.us/travel.
Photo courtesy Texas State Library & Archives Commission
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ED. NOTE: Thanks to you, Bob, and to Reed
Smith of Dripping Springs, who also wrote in
to steer us straight (and gently rib us). Upon
learning about the error, writer Elizabeth Lewis
said, "Guess you can tell I'm city born and
bred! I'm glad these real Texas men have a
sense of humor!"

This One's for Dottie
I'M WRITING to remember my close friend
of 12 years who loved Texas. Dorothy "Dottie"
Kutalek was born and raised in Texas. My mov-
ing to Austin from Florida sparked a new dis-
covery in my appreciation of the Lone Star State.

Dottie and I started out hitting the blue-
bonnet festivals in the Hill Country. Dottie
researched her Texas Highways to locate
fun places-each year we went to Burnet,
Kingsland, Marble Falls, and Johnson City.
During our excursions, Dottie told me little
things that the average nonresident doesn't
know about Texas and its history. We started
expanding our travels and went to Salado, San
Antonio, Elgin, and the Texas coast, among

other places.
Dottie passed away in March of last year,

and I deeply miss her friendship. She taught

me to love the natural beauty of Texas-wild-
flowers, hummingbirds, pelicans, roadrunners,
and more. She gave me a subscription to TH,
and every issue continues to teach me about
the great state that Dottie loved so much.

DIANNE "D" EZELL

Austin

Buffal-uh-oh and Le-oh no
HOWDY Doody's human sidekick was Buffalo
Bob Smith, not Buffalo Bill [February, For the
Road]. I love TH!

B. LINDLEY
Pagosa Springs, Colorado

IN SPOTLIGHT on Romance [February],
Shrek's princess is the lovely Fiona, not Leona.

ALICE VENABLES

San Antonio

What's Cookin'?
MY HUSBAND and I especially enjoyed June
Naylor's story on "Top Texas Chefs;' with photos
by Griff Smith [January]. We decided to try out
Lanny's Alta Cocina at Joe T. Garcia's when we
visited friends in Fort Worth recently. The four
of us were all pleased and impressed with the



food, service, and ambi-
ance. One caveat: Like its
parent restaurant, Lanny's
doesn't accept credit cards,
only cash or checks. Never-
theless, we enjoyed every
savory mouthful of each
artfully presented course
served with its complemen-
tary wine. It was a memo-
rable dining experience in
an elegant but very comfort-
able environment.

JANET HARRIS
Austin

Running HotRunnd C Hd These photos ofand Cold (February '05).'
MY JAW dropped at the
first glance at February's Window on Texas. I
knew I'd seen that picture somewhere before,
only in a summertime setting. A little research
in my TH collection took me to the front cover
of the August 1996 issue. See for yourself
[above, right].

JERRY MEEKS
Mansfield

Gorman Falls, in Colorado Beud 6wwe Park, show
What a difference a season makes!

Keen on Keen
I LOVED Randy Anthony's essential Texas
discography in the November issue, but how
could you leave out Robert Earl Keen? Please
amend the list to include No. 2 Live Dinner.
Better yet, give Keen his own article.

ALAN PETTIT
Albuquerque, New Mextco

1 4 e ) w

Ulu uJI)J U~L in ,L.I1III[I (August '96 issue) and winter

You Ought to Be in Pictures
SOMETHING about the boat in the front-cover
photo of your January issue looked familiar.
The passenger on my right was H.C. Hendricks,
a ranch neighbor from New Mexico on his first
trip to Panther Cave. I enjoy your magazine.

R.C. BENNETT
Midland

TEXAS BRAZOS TRAIL REGION
Rodeos, Festivals & Fairs - Experience Spring and Summer in Central Texas.

BELTON
81st Annual 4th of July

,Celebration & PRCA Rodeo
July 1-4, 2005

www.rodeobelton.com

GEORGETOWN
Red Poppy Festival
April 23 & 24, 2005

,www.redpqppyfest.pon

MARLIN
3rd Annual Wood Street Blues

Festival, May 21, 2005
www.woodstreetbluesfestival.coni

GIDDINGS
Lee County Fair and Rodeo

May 19- 21, 2005
www.firemenspark.com

SALADO
Wildflower Art Show

April 2 & 3, 2005
www.salado.com

KILLEEN
58th Annual Killeen PRCA
Rodeo with Bad Company

June 2-4, 2005
www.killeen-cvb.com

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
TEXAS HERT TR AI S R GAMI
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THIS TIME of year, we usually hear from
several readers wanting to know of good
spots for viewing wildflowers. We'd like to
take this opportunity to again share with you
the 2000 Readers' Choice results for Best
Places to View Wildflowers. And as you're
putting the petal to the metal (so to speak)
this year, make note of your favorite flowery
scenes-we'll want to hear about them in
our next Readers' Choice survey, to be pub-
lished this July. Happy wildflower hunting!

Best Places to View Wildflowers:

1. Hill Country

2. Brenham and Chappell Hill area
(Washington County)

3. Willow City Loop (Gillespie County)

4. Fredericksburg area (Gillespie County)

5. Burnet and Marble Falls area
(Burnet County)

6. Llano area (Llano County)

7. TIE: Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center,
Austin

Lyndon B. Johnson State and National
Historical Parks, Stonewall

Texas 71 (especially from Austin
east through Bastrop, Smithville,
La Grange, and Columbus, and
west from Austin to Llano)

US 281 (especially north of San Antonio
through Johnson City, Marble Falls,
Burnet, and Lampasas)

Wildseed Farms, near Fredericksburg

8. TIE: Austin

Ennis area (Ellis County)

Johnson City area
(Blanco County)

9. Cuero area (DeWitt County)

10. TIE: Kerrville area (Kerr County)

Mason area (Mason County)

KW

Don't just bring back memories.
Bring back some rewards.
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Advance reservations required Subject to availability Offer cannot be combined with any other discount or offer. Rate not available online Offer only valid at participating hotels throughout the state of Texas Offer valid
through 12/30/05. Choice Privileges: Earn points or miles/credits when paying qualifying rates at any Comfort Inn; Comfort Suites, Quality, Sleep Inn Clarion' or MainStay Suites" hotel in the U.S. All program rules
and conditions apply. For complete details and participating airlines visit choiceprivileges.com or see the Choice Privileges Membership Guide. EA$Y CHOICE: Earn stamps or miles/credits when paying qualifying rates
at Econo Lodge" and Rodeway Inn" hotels in the U.S. All program rules and program conditions apply. For complete details and participating airlines, visit easychoiceonline.com or see the EA$Y CHOICE stamp card.
12004 Choice Hotels International, Inc. All rights reserved.

Stay and earn with
the Choice Privileges
and EA$Y CHOICE*
reward programs.
There's a lot to see and do in the Lone

Star State. That's why with 8 brands and

more than 200 Choice hotels across the

great state, you'll have everything you

need to experience our unique culture.

Plus, you'll earn nights or flights with

our Choice Privileges and EASY CHOICE

reward programs. Call today and ask for

the Texas Highways Rate to save 10%

or for information, visit us online.

Call 866.228.5160 and ask
for the Texas Highways Rate

to save 10%.

choicetexas.com

We'll see you there.
CHOICE HOTELS INTERNATIONAL*
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Circle of Friends
REGARDING Randy Mallory's story on the Waco
Traffic Circle [March]: In 1942, I was a student
at Waco's Baylor University. The war caused many
things to be rationed, including prepared foods.
My friends and I got "Ration Books;" but didn't use
them much, because we ate in restaurants and
boardinghouses. Catsup was rationed. When a
person at the Elite Cafe asked for catsup, he or
she would get about an ounce in a little paper
cup. Since we had the ration coupons, we would
buy whatever we wanted at grocery stores. One
evening, we bought a bottle of catsup, and the
four of us went to the Elite to have a steak. We
sat our bottle on the table. One of the owners
came out screaming at us, "Get that catsup off
that table!" After that, we would call ahead, and
they would put us in a private dining room so
no one could see us eating the scarce catsup.

JACK JONES
Wichita Falls

WRITE OR EMAIL: Talk to TH, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/486-5879; email:

letters o5@texashighways.com. web site: www.
texashighways.com. Though we are unable to print
every letter, we just might select yours to appear in the
magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism. we
reserve the right to edit letters.



HISTORY, FOLKLORE, AND

WHICH LEG WAS THAT AGAIN?During the Battle of San Jacinto, the final battle of the Texas

Revolution in April 1836, Sam Houston's horse, Saracen, was shot out

from under him, and Houston's ankle was wounded by a musket

ball. All currently-in-print biographies of Sam Houston mention the incident.

Those that men-

tion a specific ankle

say it was his right

ankle that received

the injury.

The biographers

may have taken

their cue from Wil-

liam Henry Hud-

dle's famous paint-

ing Surrender of

Santa Anna, creat-

ed to commemo-

rate the 50th anni-

versary of the bat-

tle. The painting,
which has hung in

the Texas Capitol

since 1891, depicts

A. l 31 I s e v i6Cj uL 11 m o, ihIdAh1 1(" f II

now-iconic Surrender of Santa Anna, which depicts Sam Houston with the
The painting hangs in the south entrance foyer of the State Capitol.

just-captured Mexican General Anto-
nio L6pez de Santa Anna being present-

ed to Sam Houston the day after the

battle. "Old Sam Jacinto," as he would

affectionately become known, sits on a

pallet under a tree with his right ankle
bandaged.

But the ankle is the wrong ankle. In

a letter to his wife, Margaret Lea Hous-

ton, dated January 11, 1853, Sam wrote

to his "Dear Love": "I suffer slightly

in my left leg, from the same cause,
that I complained of at home, the San

Jacinto wound."

-Mary G. Ramos, Dallas

URIAH LOTT
longtime fascination with geog-
raphy, and particularly with the
new state of Texas, prompted

young Uriah Lott to leave his home
state of New York and seek his fortune
in Texas. Equipped with enthusiasm

but little money, he arrived in 1866 at

Brownsville, where he boarded a stage-

coach for Corpus Christi. The perilous,
three-and-a-half-day trip through the
wild Gulf Coast hinterland convinced
Lott of the need for rail transportation

across the vast, unpopulated South
Texas area called "the desert of death."
Promotion of railroads would consume
much of the rest of his life.

The idea of a rail line was not new to

the residents of Corpus, but such an

undertaking required money, and lots

of it. Unfazed, Lott established himself

as a businessman in his adopted town
and became a director of the Corpus
Navigation Company. At the same

time, he solicited funds for a narrow-

gauge railroad that would extend to the

border with Mexico.

Years went by before Lott had raised
the necessary money, and the skeptical

dubbed the project "Lott's Folly." But
with the backing of the prominent
South Texas ranchers Richard King and

COURTESY STATE PRESERVATION BOARD. AUSTIN, TEXAS CHA 198946. PHOTOGRAPHER UNKNOWN. PRE 1991, PRE CONSERVATION

FASCINATING FACTS

Mifflin Kenedy, the project went for-

ward. Then Lott had a brilliant idea,
which began with a journey to Phila-
delphia, where he paid $6,500 for

a locomotive. In September 1875,
when the "iron horse" arrived by ship,

the people of Cor-

pus gaped at the lit-

tle engine with its
gleaming brass trim

and the name Cor-

pus Christi embla-

zoned in white let-

ters on the tender.

The tide of opinion
slowly turned, and

on Thanksgiving
Day 1876, Lott drove

the first spike. Soon,
enough rail had been
laid to give short ex-

cursion rides.

But the struggle

uduie p ea mis to raise money for
wrong leg wounded. more track continued.

Plagued by numer-

ous problems, Lott's narrow-gauge
line, the Corpus Christi, San Diego and

Rio Grande, reached 95 miles west of
Corpus by September 1880, still short

of the international boundary. In 1881,
time and money ran out. Lott sold the

rail line to new owners, who completed

the track to Laredo but gave Lott the
credit for bringing rail transportation

to the Mexican border.

Later, Lott was instrumental in the

building of the San Antonio and
Aransas Pass Railway, and he served as
president of the St. Louis, Brownsville

and Mexico Railway, which reached
Brownsville in 1904. Yet despite his

apparent business acumen, Uriah Lott
died in poverty, in Kingsville, in 1915.
His name lives on in both Kingsville
and Corpus Christi, where streets bear
his name. The town of Lott, in Falls
County, also honors this man who did
so much for Texas commerce.

-Elizabeth W. Lewis, Houston
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THIS MONTH'S TOP PICKS AND PLACES

Taish6 Chic
FROM MARCH 15 THROUGH JUNE 5, SAN ANTONIO'S McNAY ART MUSEUM

presents Taish6 Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and Art Deco, an exhibi-

tion of more than 70 paintings, prints, textiles, and decorative arts from the

Greater Taish6 era. During this period, which roughly corresponds to the 1912-1926

reign of Yoshihito, the Taisho Emperor, Japanese artists began to respond to West-

ern art movements like Art Deco and Abstraction, fusing them with traditional

Japanese techniques and materials like woodblock prints, metalwork, and textiles.

As Japanese culture began to grapple with

social change, the prevailing question in the art

world became "How is it possible to be both

Japanese and modern, if modernity is defined

as Western?"
Several special programs accompany the

exhibit, including a Japanese tea ceremony

demonstration (April 10), screenings of the

Japanese films Metropolis (April 16) and The

Water Magician (April 28), and a "Matsuri

Means Festivals" Family Day on May 22. Call

210/824-5368; www.mcnayart.org.

THRICE AS NICE
ART. WINE. FOOD. A MID-SIZE CITY IN WEST

Texas may not be the first destination that

comes to mind when you think of this combina-

tion, but the organizers of the "Look What's Cook-

ing in San Angelo" weekend are out to change

that. Head to San Angelo April 14-19, and you'll

find a slate of prestigious ceramics events, the
Texas Mesquite Art Festival, and the Texas Wine
and Food Festival. (All events are free except for

the latter; tickets to it cost $25-$125.)
Ceramics connoisseurs have long been famil-
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ty's National Ceramics
ited by a former editor
monthly as "the premier
rica." Now held bienni-

ally, the competition rotates with an invi-
tational ceramics exhibit. This year's invita-

tional exhibit, Different Directions: Coming
Together in Clay 4, runs April 15-June 19 at the

San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts. Other ceram-

tour@lstarnet.com
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ics events-including three additional exhibits,
workshops, a gallery talk, and a symposium-
take place at various locations April 15-18.

More than 50 juried Texas artists will gather
April 15-17 at nearby Fort Concho for the 2nd
annual Texas Mesquite Art Festival. They'll dis-
play mesquite wares ranging from beds and
dressers to beautifully crafted lamps and hand-
some pen-and-pencil sets.

The 21st annual Texas Wine & Food Festival
(April 14-16) begins with a wine-and-food-pair-
ing class on Thursday evening. Friday and Satur-
day events include a gourmet dinner prepared
by a French chef and a wine-, beer-, and food-
tasting finale.

For a full listing of events, call 800/375-
1206; www.sanangelo.org.

THE OLD TYMES
IN WHAT MIGHT BE THE ARCHETYPAL
small-town springtime festival, the Trinity River
town of Dayton hosts its 13th annual Ole Tyme
Days Festival April 15-17. Some 10,000 peo-

lection, which ap-

pears through

June 5. In 1989,
Swiss entrepre-

neur and photog-

In artist Cheik Ledy's Non comprendre (I Do Not Understand), museum-
goers puzzle over the meaning of modern art.

rapher Pigozzi teamed up with Paris-based curator Andre Magnin to create

Pigozzi's Contemporary African Art Collection (CAAC), which now includes

more than 6,000 objects representing 93 artists from 20 sub-Saharan coun-

tries. African Art Now showcases more than 200 of those paintings, pho-

tographs, sculptures, and installations. Bold and nonderivative, the works

speak of the vitality of the continent. Call 713/639-7300; www.mfah.org.
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610 Main Orange, TX
P.O. Drawer 909

Orange, TX 77631-0909

409.883.0871
www.whstarkhouse.org

Tuesday-Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Reservations Requested

Admission $2.00

Closed Major Holidays

Admission limited to adults and
children age 12 and over.

Stairs are an essential part of the tour.
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ple showed up last year to enjoy the three-day
event, which this year includes a carnival, pony
rides, a petting zoo, a barbecue cookoff, and a
street dance. Also on the schedule this year: a
car show, an antique tractor show and parade,
and more than 50 vendors selling arts, crafts,
food, and beverages. All proceeds benefit schol-
arship programs for area kids. Call 936/402-
3322; www.oletymedays.com.

LUBBOCK ARTS
MORE THAN ONE AUTHOR HAS CONTEM-
plated the roots of the Hub City's diverse contri-
butions to the arts. Why has an area known
mainly for endless horizons and stunning sun-
sets produced so many talented musicians,
writers, painters, sculptors, and other artists?

While the answer to this question remains elu-
sive, Lubbock's love of the arts takes center stage
each April, when the city celebrates its unusual
cultural heritage with the Lubbock Arts Festival.

The theme of this year's festival, which takes
place April 15-17 at the Lubbock Memorial
Civic Center, is "Under the BigTop;' an appropri-
ate title for an event that's a combination gallery
opening, musical celebration, and culinary
extravaganza. The fine-arts lineup features eight
galleries of artists from West Texas, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, and Colorado. A Children's Village
offers a variety of hands-on art activities for the
younger set, plus musical entertainment, sto-
ries, and plays. The culinary program includes
international foods, an ice-carving competition,
and events showcasing the talents of experi-
enced chefs, along with wines from the area's
three award-winning wineries.

Four stages present continual performances
by singers, musicians, and dancers, with addi-
tional performances in the Civic Center theater
by Ballet Lubbock, Ballet Folkl6rico Nuestra
Herencia, and the Campanas de America mari-
achi band. Lubbock native and recording star
Mac Davis presents a concert Saturday evening.

Festival admission is $1, free age 11 and
younger; many activities are free. For de-
tails, call Jill Kerns at 806/792-4363; www.
lubbockartsfestival.com.

THUNDER ROAD
WE'RE ALL REVVED UP ABOUT CARS THIS
month. If you're with us, Central Texas boasts two
car museums you won't want to miss. Hit the road,
keep an eye out for wildflowers, and check out
these repositories of impeccable street machines.

In Warrenton, which lies near Round Top,
about halfway between Houston and Austin, the
Sterling McCall Old Car Museum houses the

private collection of automobile enthusiast
Sterling McCall, wlo owns more than 130 vin-
tage vehicles spanning the years 1908 to 1967.
Amazingly, all of them are in driving condition. (A
word of warning-or incentive, depending on your
interests-mark your calendar for the weekend of
March 31-April 2, when the 37th Annual Spring
Round Top Antiques Fair [www.roundtop
antiquesfair.com] will bring droves to the area.)
For more details about the museum, call 979/
249-5089; www.oldcarcountry.com.

Some 40 miles west, in Rosanky, the Central
Texas Museum of Automotive History continues

telling the fascinating story of the automobile.
More than 130 cars are on display here, ranging
from a 1901 Holsman to a 1988 Porsche 911
Turbo. You'll also find a restored gasoline station,
a miniature racetrack, and a gift shop, where you
can buy collectible die-cast cars and other auto-
motive memorabilia. Call 512/237-2635; www.
ctmah.org.

RACING LEGENDS
IN 1962, ENGINEER JIM HALL AND HIS
business partner, Hap Sharp, started a small
racing team in Midland, and they soon revolu-
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tionized how the racing world viewed the sci-
ence of aerodynamics. They chose the Spanish
name for the roadrunner-Chaparral-as the
name for their racing team, and began to
design, build, and test the innovative speedsters
that would earn them renown.

If you'd like to learn more about Texas' home-
grown racing legends, visit the Petroleum Muse-
um in Midland, which displays all seven Chapar-
ral cars, including the "Yellow Submarine" that
carried racer Johnny Rutherford to an Indy 500
victory in 1980. Interactive exhibits explore the
science of aerodynamics and the history of rac-
ing, and kids can climb inside a replica of the
famous "2E" car. Call 432/683-4403; www.
chaparralgallery.org.

SQUEALS ON WHEELS
JUST OUTSIDE HOUSTON IN ROSENBERG,
the annual Spring Fling Car Show (April 2-3 this
year) brings out the crowds for a vehicular cele-
bration like no other. More than 400 cars and
their drivers, who arrive from all across the
state, compete for some 60 awards-ranging
from "best muscle car" and "best interior" to
"best unfinished restoration" and "best engine"
The free event also features food and music.
Call 713/774-2945.

GRAHAM TO PAIGE
IF YOU PLAN TO EXPLORE THE CENTRAL
Texas backroads in mid-April, keep a lookout for
vintage Graham-Paige automobiles, which were
built in Detroit from 1928-1941. The southwest
region of the worldwide club of Graham-Paige
enthusiasts, Graham Owners Club International,
will host the Great Graham to Paige Texas Road
Rally April 16-18, beginning in Graham. Some
20 cars will motor to such sites as the W.K.
Gordon Center for Industrial History of Texas in
Thurber, the Dr Pepper Museum in Dublin, the
Billy the Kid Museum in Hico, the Old Rock

Church near Clifton, and the Stagecoach Inn in
Salado, before cruising into Paige on April 18.
Car shows in Graham (on the 16th), Clifton (on
the 17th), and in Paige (on the 18th) will give
admirers the chance to ask questions and talk
with owners. Five days later, another car show,
held in Fredericksburg on April 23 as part of the
Graham Owners Club International Meet, will
highlight about 30 Graham-Paige vehicles from

14 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2005

Irll

IVI or KOAD



COURTESY JOHN FORTUNE

Sheri Wise hits the trail during ti. Mwterson
Ranch Cowgirl Weekend, held this year April 8-10
at the Watterson Ranch near Smithville.

throughout the world. Call 817/246-2988;
www.graharr-paige.com.

COWGIRLS, UNITE!
IF YOU'VE EVER DREAMED OF PLAYING
cowgirl for the weekend, here's your chance:
Sign up for the second annual Watterson Ranch
Cowgirl Weekend, held April 8-10 at the scenic
Watterson Ranch near Smithville. Ranch owner
Trina Miller and her husband, Scott, offer horse-
back adventures and trail rides on the century-
old ranch year round. They conceived of the cow-
girl weekend, which features an amateur rodeo
on Saturday night, to further stoke the fires of
what Trina calls "an enduring frontier spirit."

To participate in the cowgirl weekend, you
must bring your own horse. The camp at Wat-
terson Ranch opens to weekend cowgirls at
noon on Fricay, followed by Dutch-oven cooking,
a cowgirl social and talent revue around the
campfire, and a restful night under the stars.
Saturday brngs a hearty cowgirl breakfast, a
trail ride though the ranch's unspoiled land-
scape, anc an early dinner served on the rodeo
grounds, at Riverbend Park in Smithville. At 6
p.m., the amateur rodeo begins: Free to the
public, it features such competitions as clover-
leaf barrel racing, goat-tying, wild-goat dressing,
and a cowgirl inner-tube race.

ParticipEnts will camp on the rodeo grounds
Saturday night, then return to the Watterson
Ranch on Sunday morning for a ride along the
banks of the Colorado River. For more informa-
tion about tie rodeo, or for details about other
horseback/camping adventures on the ranch,
call 512/LG6-1792; www.wattersonranch.com.
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SPOTLIGHT

- Witf lower.

SPRING HAS SPRUNG, YOU WILDFLOWER-LOVERS OUT 1 IERE!
Now's the time to hit the road; you can't go wrong with all that
beauty bloomin'. Wanna know where to go? What to do? How to re-

create Mother Nature's handiwork in your own yard? Keep reading.
And for updates on which flowers are blooming in your area, call

FRED HIRSCHMANN

the Texas Department of Transportatio

800/452-9292.

STARTING FF.
FOR MOST WILDFLOWERS, IN MOST PARTS
of the state, fall, not spring, is the best time
to sow wildflowers from seed. Here's how it
works: The seedlings will appear above ground
before the first freeze, develop sturdy root
structures during the winter, grow mightily dur-
ing spring rains, then burst into bloom once it
turns warm.

To order seeds for fall planting, try Native
American Seed, a small company that operates

n's wildflower hotline:

out of Junction and special
izes in wildflowers and grass-
es native to Texas. Founder
Bill Neiman, who started the
company in 1989, likes to
say, "No one is smarter than
nature herself." Native Ameri-
can Seed's informative and

r 
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engaging catalog, which offers hundreds of 4ari-

eties of seeds and mixes, offers these tips for
successful wildflower planting: Metch the seeds
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xperience the magic of spring in Kerrville.

Hill Country drives meander through KERRVJLLE
amazing fields of vibrant color. Kerrville - Places to

relax, places to play, and space to do as little or as

much as you choose.

Discover how easy it is to lose your heart to the hills.

Call today for a Visitor's Guide, 800-221-7958.

Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau " www.kerrvilletexascvb.corn

to the site, and consider the competition. Mow
closely if needed, expose the soil, and rake up
thatch no more than one inch deep (don't stir
up dormant weed seeds). When you sow seeds,
let them tojch the earth, then roll or pack them
into the soil. Let it rain. Enjoy the experience!
For a free catalog, call 800/728-4043; www.
seedsource.com.

We also like Wildseed Farms near Freder-
icksburg, the largest working wildflower farm in
the Unitec States. In its catalog, Wildseed
Farms offers hundreds of wildflower seeds, exot-
ic garden plants, and herbs, plus planting
advice. Best of all, though, Wildseed's Market
Center, seven miles east of Fredericksburg on
US 290, opens to the public year round. Here,
you can stop for garden items, have lunch in
the cafe, tour a butterfly habitat, and, during
springtime, marvel at the fields of blue, red, and
yellow wildflowers spreading to the Hill Country
horizon. Call 800/848-0078; www.wildseed
farms.com.

LADY BIRD JOHNSON
WILDFLOWER CENTER
WE'VE SAID IT BEFORE, AND WE'LL SAY IT
again: Texais are a lucky bunch. Case in point:
Our very own Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center in Austin serves as a nationwide native-
plant ambassador. Visit the center this spring,
when the ground's 279 acres break out in riot-
ous color. During the center's popular Spring
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Plant Sale and Gardening Festival (April 9-10
this year), you can choose from more than 300
species of hard-to-find native plants and wild-
flowers, and visit with botanists and plant
experts about how best to acclimate them to
your yard. If you still want to learn more, see the
center's Web site, and click on the "Explore
Plants" section, which offers a question-and-
answer department dubbed "Ask Mr. Smarty-
plants," as well as propagation datasheets for
23 popular shrubs and flowers. Call 512/292-
4200; www.wildflower.org.

WASHINGTON COUNTY FLOWERS
WASHINGTON COUNTY ALWAYS RANKS
high for flower-trekkers in search of spring's pro-
fusion. If you'd like to know which routes afford
the best views, request a free copy of the
Washington County Chamber of Commerce's
free Bluebonnet Trails map. The trails wind past
numerous scenic and historic sites in Chappell
Hill, Brenham, Greenvine, Burton, Indepen-
dence, and Washington-on-the-Brazos, afford-
ing eye-popping views of the region's flowery,
fragrant fields. On April 9-10 in Chappell Hill,
the Official Bluebonnet Festival of Texas draws
some 40,000 visitors to celebrate spring with
more than 250 craft booths, a petting zoo, pony

rides, food, and music. Call 888/BRENHAM;
www.brenhamtexas.com.

HAVE YOU HEARD?
THE HEARD NATURAL SCIENCE MUSEUM
& Wildlife Sanctuary in McKinney hosts one of
the largest native-plant sales in Texas April 15-
17. At this special sale, you can learn how to
attract wildlife to your garden and discover which
plants will flourish throughout the heat of sum-
mer. Take good notes, find inspiration in the
Heard's colorful wildflower displays, then choose
from more than 300 varieties of native Texas
trees, shrubs, vines, grasses, cacti, lilies, peren-
nials, and wildflowers. Call 972/562-5566;
www.heardmuseum.org.

HILL COUNTRY WILDFLOWERS
DOZENS OF SPRINGTIME FESTIVALS TAKE
place in the Hill Country communities of Brady,
Burnet, Early, Fredericksburg, Goldthwaite,
Johnson City, Lampasas, Llano, Mason, and San
Saba, which have once again joined together to
host the annual Texas Hill Country Wildflower
Trail. From March through June, this area
explodes with bluebonnets, gaillardia, winecups,
Indian blankets, and black-eyed Susans. On April
8-10, Burnet-named the "Official Bluebonnet

Capital of Texas" by the 67th Texas Legislature-
hosts the 22nd annual Bluebonnet Festival,
which includes a pet parade, a bicycle tour, a car
show, carnival rides, live music, a dance, food
and beverage booths, and lots of arts and crafts
vendors. For a complete list of events throughout
the region and a map of driving routes, call
866/839-3378; www.tex-fest.com. For informa-
tion about the Bluebonnet Festival, call 512/
756-4297; www.burnetchamber.org.

WILDFLOWERS IN ENNIS
FOR MORE THAN HALF A CENTURY, THE
Ennis Garden Club has organized a 40-mile net-
work of wildflower trails that crisscross the Ellis
County countryside, south of Dallas. Don't miss
this explosion of blooms! On April 15-17, the
54th annual Bluebonnet Trails Festival cele-
brates the season with live music, arts and crafts
booths, a homes tour, and a children's play area.
For more information, or to request a free trail
map, call 888/ENNIS-4U; www.visitennis.org.

EAST TEXAS FLOWERS
RARE ARE THE BLUEBONNETS THAT BLOOM
in the forest, but don't let that keep you away
from East Texas during wildflower season, when
flowering dogwoods, azaleas, yellow jasmine,
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small town charm
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a cozy B&B.
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Graham Convention & Visitors Bureau
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ildf lowers
wisteria, and a host of other flowers please the
eye. Which routes should you drive for the best
flower-viewing? The Pineywoods Economic Part-
nership offers a free brochure that outlines
choice routes. Among them: Texas 21, or the
Camino Real, which winds through Sabine,
San Augustine, Nacogdoches, Cherokee, and
Houston counties. Call 936/570-1974; www.
discoverpineywoods.com.

For wildflower-viewing in northeast Texas,
check out the 35th annual Wildflower Trails of
Texas celebration in Hughes Springs, Linden,
and Avinger April 21-23. A full spate of events,
including parades, arts and crafts shows, plant
sales, a trail ride, and live music, help ring in the
beginning of blooming season, when you'll start
to see such flowers as coreopsis, bachelor's but-
ton, and showy evening primrose in the land-
scape. At any of the three participating towns,
you can pick up a free map for a 25-mile driving
tour. Call 903/639-7519.

Finally, from April 15 through May 31,
Henderson serves as the hub for the 6th annu-
al East Texas Wildflower Trails. Three driving
trails, which cover some 135 miles of gor-
geous East Texas scenery, make for splendid
spring sightseeing. Call 866/650-5529; www.
hendersontx.com.

CUERO WILDFLOWERS
ON THE ROLLING BLACKLAND PRAIRIES OF
Texas, spring announces itself with a profusion of
bluebonnets, Indian paintbrush, coreopsis, and
other beauties. Throughout April in DeWitt County,
Cuero hosts the annual DeWitt County Lanes
and Byways wildflower celebration, which in-
cludes a month-long wildflower specimen exhibit
at the DeWitt County Museum, self-guided tours
to view the area's flowers, and, on April 9, sever-
al three-hour, guided Wildflower Excursions.
Also on April 9, bicyclers can pedal wildflower-
flanked routes, ranging from 10 to 60 miles
long, during the popular Spring Scenic Cycling
event. Call 361/275-9942 (www.dewittwild
flowers.org), or 275-2112 (www.cuero.org).

WINE AND WILDFLOWER TRAIL
ON APRIL 15-17 AND APRIL 22-24, THE
Texas Hill Country Wine Trail, a collaboration of
16 Hill Country wineries, will host the Wine and
Wildflower Trail event with special vineyard
tours, food-and-wine pairings, music, art, and
hayrides through bluebonnet-studded land-
scapes. Other events include the Harvest Wine
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Trail (August 19-21 and 26-28), Passport Wine
Trail (October 1-31), and the Holiday Wine Trail
(December 2-4 and 9-11). Call 888/997-
3600; www.fredericksburg-texas.com or www.
texaswinetrail.com.

FLOWER MOUND
HALFWAY BETWEEN DALLAS AND DENTON,
Flower Mound's eponymous mound-one of the
few remaining remnants of the Great North
American Prairie-rises more than 50 feet above
the surrounding suburbs. Deeded to the resi-
dents of Flower Mound in 1983, the 12.76-acre
mound is open to the public year round.
Springtime offers particularly rewarding explo-
ration, for the mound is covered with native flow-
ers and grasses. If you'd like to learn more about
the plant life that thrives here, request a copy of
the new 120-page, full-color Field Guide to the
Flower Mound ($20), which benefits the
mound's preservation.

The Mound is at the northeast corner of the
intersection of FM 3040 and FM 2499. For infor-
mation about the mound or the guide, call the
Flower Mound Chamber of Commerce (972/
539-0500), or go to www.theflowermound.org.

FLOWERS ON HIGH
ABOUT AN HOUR NORTHEAST OF WACO IN
tiny Tehuacana, you can celebrate the annual
Tehuacana Bluebonnet Festival at "the highest
point from Dallas to Houston" on April 16. Held
on the original grounds of Trinity University (now
in San Antonio), the event features tours of his-
toric Texas Hall, a parade, classic car show, Civil
War reenactment, "42" domino tournament, and
wiener-dog race, along with food and drink ven-
dors, bingo, performances by square dancers
and gymnasts, live music, and an Elvis-look-
alike contest. Call 254/395-4237.

WALKS IN THE PARK
ON THE BANKS OF JOE POOL LAKE NEAR
Dallas, Cedar Hill State Park harbors numerous
native grasses and wildflowers. Every Saturday in
April and May, longtime park naturalist Linda
Dunn leads visitors on hourlong Wildflower
Walks through the native grassland prairies,
where you can see such abundant flowers as
Indian paintbrush, foxgloves, buttercups, blue-
bells, fleabanes, standing cypress, and many
others. On April 9, an event called the Cedar Hill
Expo showcases the area's many attractions
with tours of the park's 1850s Penn Farm,
kayaking and archery demonstrations, and intro-
ductions to Cedar Hill's wildlife. Call 972/291-
3900; www. tpwd.state.tx.us.

j This year fimarillo
is the place!

This summer, the Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum will be
hosting an exhibit of the works of (harles Russell and frederi
Remington. This is the only location west of the Mississippi to host
this exhibit.

See, the Texas Panhandle doesn't do anything small! From the
Big Texan's world-famous 72Z steak, to the internationally
acclaimed outdoor musical drama "TEXAS Legacies", performed in
Palo Duro (anyon, America's 2nd largest, Amarillo says, "Get
ready!". You can visit the (adillac Ranch, take the family to The
American Quarter Horse Heritage (enter & Museum and even shop
for collectibles on historic Route 66.

Want to know more? (all and get yourFRE Visitor Guide orvisit us online!

/,IL i ® 800-692-1338 www.visitamarillotx.us

GRAPEVINE, TEXAS
Experience it!

W Great shopping in the Main Street Historic District, Bass
Pro Shops Outdoor World and Grapevine Mills Mall

* Over 200 restaurants - Seven winery tasting rooms
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HOUSTON'S

10... Little Saigon BY WILLIAM DYLAN POWELL

TEXAS really is like a whole other

country. But on top of the Texas ex-

perience, visitors to Houston get an

international deal with the city's

multiple cultures. Just a few blocks

from downtown, Houston becomes

Little Saigon, a vibrant neighbor-

hood offering authentic Vietnamese

dining and shopping with no travel

visa required (though your Visa card

wouldn't hurt).

This part of Houston's midtown, near

Louisiana and Milam streets, was the

original settlement of Vietnamese refu-

gees in Houston after the collapse of

Saigon and South Vietnam in 1975. By
1981, Houston had the largest Viet-

namese population outside of California.

A Houston favorite, Mais Ieslwnant is Little Saigon landmark. Owner Mai Nguyen holds the popular
menu item No. 165: stir-fried squid with pineapple and tomato.

Although Vietnamese immigrants often

arr-ved with nothing but hope, genera-

tions of hard work have made these

Houstonians and their native culture a

cherished part of the city.

"Their experience is what it's all

about; it's the real American dream,"

notes Rene Cuenod, as he and Dr. Joseph

Reilly share a table at Little Saigon's

Mai's Restaurant. Mai's is easy to miss.

But those who find the Milam Street

gem almost always come back. Mai's

was the first Vietnamese restaurant in

Houston, started by Phim and Phac

Nguyen in 1978, and for some, it's the

ultimate Vietnamese restaurant in the

Lone Star State.

Zagat-rated Mai's is open until 4 a.m.

on weekends because of the constant de-

mand. Like in a casino, there's no lunch

HOUSTON's Little Saigon is in the Midtown
district, 5 minutes southwest of
downtown. Mai's Restaurant is at
3403 Milam St.; 713/520-7684;
www.maisrestauranttx.com. Le Bec Fin is
at 2801 Milam; 713/526-1110; www.lebecfin
bakery.com. Hoa Binh supermarket is at 2800
Travis St.; 713/520-9558. The Crossline Art
Gallery is at 2809 Milam, Ste. A; 713/817-
1126. Thien Nga bookstore is at 2929 Milam.
The city's newer Little Saigon/Chinatown area
is on Houston's Westside, around Bellaire Blvd.
and Beltway 8 (Sam Houston Tollway).
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Zagat-rated Mai's Restaurant is where lovers of true Viet-

namese cuisine go to get their fix. Farther down Milam Street,

the Crossline Art Gallery showcases exquisite images from

select Vietnamese photographers.

the Liosshine Art Vietname

or dinner crowd-just a steady flow of

faces and authentic Vietnamese cuisine:
Crab meat with asparagus soup. Beef

stew with French bread.

.-- ' Stir-fried squid with
pineapple and tomato.

This is where lovers of

true Vietnamese cui-

sine go to get their fix.

Mai's is also famous
for its authentic Viet-
namese drinks such as
iced coffee, salted lem-

onade with soda, and
caf6 au lait. And the
prices are reasonable.

"In New Orleans, this

se photo artL would be a $40 meal,
notes Mai's regular

Dr. Reilly. "Here, you're looking at

maybe 11 bucks."
The Crossline Art Gallery, just down

Is

8

~

PINK, THE COLOR OF CELEBRATION.

Pinatas popping.

Bugambilias bursting.

Children cheering.

It's a celebration for all.

As we delight in the color of cultures.

Laredo Convention and Visitors Bureau " 501 San Agustin, Laredo, TX 78040 . 1.800.361.3360 " www.viva-laredo.com
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Visit Denton, Texas, for the
Denton Arts & Jazz Festival April
29-May 1, 2005. Some of the
hottest names in international
jazz perform on the Main Stage
while great music and
entertainment of many other
genres are enjoyed throughout
the festival grounds. Fine art
booths, crafts, food, and giant
children's area round out a fun
weekend for everyone. While
you're here, visit our historic
Courthouse Square - with unique
shops, restaurants, galleries and
museums. Let us help you
discover Denton...and all that jazz!

414 Parkway
Denton,TX 76201

8881381-1818
Event Hotline: 1 (866) DENTONTX
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With 32 miles of Texas Gulf Coast

beaches, temperate weather g ear-

round, and a rich cultural history,
Galveston is Texas' most beautiful,
entertaining and historic island.

Call 1-888-GALIASLE
or visit

www.6clvestoncvb.com

shoppers to the many aisles of Pan-Pacific treasures.

Milam Street, offers an interesting mix of

high-end Vietnamese photography. The

gallery rotates its selection about every

two months and offers exquisite works

for just a few hundred dollars. Around

French influen

ture is still stron

baked goods in

gon reflects this

Baguette bakeries

There's no Vietnamese ingredient you can't

find at Hoa Binh supermarket, which also

sells authentic French coffees. Even if you're

not into cooking, just browsing offers fine

opportunities for souvenir snacking.

the corner is the Hoa Binh supermarket, banh nii, and ca

where cooks who want to try Vietnamese too pretty to eat.

dishes can get everything they need: street, sells dozens

sheets of tapioca, vermicelli noodles, and has French bread

more than a half-dozen Asian brands of ered daily to s

oyster sauce alone. There's no Vietnamese restaurants. And

ingredient you can't find at Hoa Binh. something to read

And even if you're not into cooking, just all this food, Thie

browsing promises something interesting. from the latest

From shrimp-flavored chips to jackfruit (subtitles available

and coconut cookies (even authentic papers and magaz

French coffees), this is the place to come If you have so

for souvenir snacking. out to the newer

ce on Vietnamese cut-

g, and the quality of

Houston's Little Sai-

Le Bec Fin and La

es, tucked inconspic-

uously into strip

malls on Milam, of-

fer arguably some

of the best baked

goods in town, as

well as true colo-

nial French flavor.

Le Bec Fin serves

an excellent Viet-

namese French-bread

sandwich known as

kes that look (almost)

La Baguette, across the

of pastry varieties and

so good that it's deliv-

everal ritzy Houston

if you're looking for

(or just look at) after

n Nga sells everything

Vietnamese film titles

e) to Vietnamese news-

ines.

me extra time, head

(continued on page 24)
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Pho Fun
VIETNAMESE FOOD GLOSSARY

Banh chung (square rice cake). Typically
served during the Tet celebration, this

sweet treat is sometimes served with pork.

Banh cuon (rice flour steamed rolls). A pop-

ular breakfast dish in Vietnam, banh

cuon look like rolled-up pancakes. Made

from rice flour with various meat and

veggie fillings, they're superb with spicy

dipping sauces.

Bun (rice vermicelli). This Vietnamese spe-

cialty is served dozens of ways, with dif-

ferent meats and vegetables such as pork,
garlic, and lemongrass.

Bun bo hue (Hue-style beef noodles). Hue is

a city in central Vietnam; Hue-style beef

noodles are rice noodles specially pre-

pared with a spicy mix of herbs and

super-fresh beef.

Cha gio (spring rolls). Crispy and delicate,
these fried rolls of rice paper come filled

with pork, crab, shrimp, eggs, and veggies.

Chao tom (grilled shrimp paste). Finely

ground shrimp in coconut water is fried

and sometimes served on sugar cane.

Corn dep (grilled baby rice). Green rice seed-
lings are ground (continued on page 25)

A CULTURAL SAMPLING

In Vietnamese, the word for "rice" is the same
as the word for "food:'

Crude oil is Vietnam's biggest export.

Vietnam is a little bit bigger than New Mexico
(a little more than half the size of Texas).

* The United States extended full diplomatic
recognition to Vietnam in 1995.

* The first Vietnamese dynasty was founded
2,093 years before Texas declared indepen-
dence from Mexico.

* Vietnam still has pirates.

* The country's formal name is the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam.

* Vietnam has a significant literary past and a
robust portfolio of liberal and modern writers.

The population of Vietnam goes through 1.5
million motorcycle tires per year.

* The typical restaurant meal in Vietnam costs
around $1.50.

WE'RE KNOWN
FOR OIL.

BUT WE ALSO HAVE
WATERCOLORS,
ACRYLICS, & PASTELS.

Beaumont may just be the museum capital
of Texas. Because you'll find works of the

great masters as well as the up-and-comers
in any of our many museums. Why, if we were
bragging, we'd have to say Beaumont is the

cultural center of the universe.
Fcr more information about Beaumont,

special hote= packages, and the exciting
things we have to offer, call 1-800-392-4401

or visit www.beaumontcvb.com.

Out Here, the Great Outdoors is Greater.

IC

Folks who love the outdoors have a speci
heart for Fredericksburg. It's easy to see w
country roads painted with wildflowers to s
spots for fly-fishing, biking, oirding or nikin
beauty. For a great time, come see for you

lrwnnwvciinc1-366-.9
In the 'asFH ll Ceun try!

A~4
U

al place in their
why. From quaint
cenic Hill Country
g, we're a natural
rself.

9 7-3600
www.fredericksburg-texas.com

Visitor Information Center
302 E. Ausin (Dowtri'o'wn Frederick,-burq)
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SEsca e

Vietnamese neigh-

borhood on Hous-

ton's Westside

(see facing page).

While the city's

historic Little Sai-

gon has been the

center of the ur-

ban-Texas Viet-

namese experience,

rising property

values have driv-

en many to Hous-

ton's Bellaire Boul-

evard. Here, the

street signs, menus,

and businesses are

all entirely in

Vietnamese. On a

HOUSTON'S

10... Little Saigon

-L

I -

At Le Bec Fin bakery, Raymond and Augustin Nguyen serve the excellent Viet-
namese French-bread sandwiches known as banh mi, as well as cakes that
look (almost) too pretty to eat.

stroll up and down Bellaire, you'll find buy a discounted airline ticket to Viet-

Vietnamese soup shops, fish markets, nam. And don't forget karaoke! Both

jewelry stores, and more-you can even 2000 Karaoke & Sportbar (in the Bellaire

West Shopping Center) and Vy Cafe Ka-
raoke (8282 Bellaire) are the real deal.

Whether visiting historic Little Saigon

or exotic Pan-Asian sites along Bellaire,
Houston's Vietnamese scene is an eclec-

tic blend of southeast Texas and South-

east Asia that you just won't find any-

where else.

Houston writer WILLIAM DYLAN POWELL wrote our May
2004 feature "Crab Crazy on the Texas Coast."

METRO STOP AND NEARBY ATTRACTIONS
Little Saigon sits on Metrorail's Fannin St.
Red Line stop, which takes you southbound
to Hermann Park, Rice University, the
Houston Zoo, the Museum District, and
the Texas Medical Center in less than 10
minutes. In fact, you can ride the whole
Red Line (Houston's only light-rail line thus
far) for just a few bucks, cruising down to
Reliant Hall, the NFL Texans' new Reliant
Stadium, and the historic Astrodome, and
up again to near Allen's Landing Park,
where steamboats used to unload cotton
bales in the 1800s.

For some serious fun, make plans
to attend The Grand Wine

Food Affair, a Houston-Sugar

Land celebration designed to provide

knowledge, enjoyment and exposure to

fine wines and foods. This annual series

of events highlights the great chefs of

the world and the culinary traditions

that have been enhanced by the regions

rich ethnic diversity. Enjoy a variety of

entertaining events from winemaker

dinners, an elegant grand tasting, casual

sip & stroll, cooking demonstrations,

wine seminars conducted by the

world's wine authorities to an around

the globe bistro brunch.

the gand
W E
F dD

affair
iii I

April 27 -May 1, 2005
UNCORK TH EST.
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Experience
Big Bend National Park
and the Texas Mountains Region.

visitbigbend.com



Pho Fun (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25)

in a pestle and wrapped in lotus leaves;

often served with bananas.

Che dau xanh (green bean tapioca). This
gooey cake-pudding is made of sweet green

mung beans with jelly and coconut milk.

Gio lua (meat pie). Lean slices of pork are

wrapped in banana leaves and boiled;

often served with rice cakes.

Nuoc mam (fish sauce). Nuoc mam is to

Vietnam what salsa is to Texas; the fra-

grant and salty sauce graces many Viet-

namese tables.

Pho (noodles and broth). Served hot and
spicy, this distinctive soup has noodles made

from the finest and most fragrant Viet-

namese rice in rich beef and chicken stocks.

Thit nuong cha (Vietnamese meatballs).
Made from beef, chicken, pork, or shrimp,
these meatballs get their distinctive

Asian taste from fish sauce, mint, and

other herbs.

Little Saigon's
West Side StoryTHE WESTSIDE'S LITTLE SAIGON goes

beyond having good Vietnamese

restaurants (though there are plen-

ty of excellent, all-purpose restaurants

there, such as Tay Do in the Hong Kong

City Mall). It also has good specialty

restaurants, such as pho (rice noodles and

broth) houses. In Vietnam, pho is eaten

anytime, for breakfast, lunch, or dinner-

and Houston's Westside Little Saigon

follows suit. You can find great pho

at places like Pho Thang Long (10800
Bellaire), Pho Saigon (11360 Bellaire),
and Pho Dung Noodle House Restaurant
(11201 Bellaire). And places like the

Nguyen Ngo French cafe (11210 Bellaire)

and Le Duc Bakery (11528 Bellaire) serve

big, cheap, and tasty Vietnamese poboys,
pate, and pastries.

The neighborhood also earns the love

of vegetarian visitors. Quan Yin Vegetarian

Restaurant (10804-E Bellaire) has vege-

tarian versions of such Vietnamese and

Asian favorites as shredded pork rolls,
shark fin soup, and grilled quail-all made

with ingredients such as tofu, wheat glu-

ten, and soy products (don't knock it un-

til you try it). The chefs have mastered

their art, and it's extremely difficult to tell

the Quan Yin version from the meaty ver-

sion of the recipes-yet no meat or eggs

are used in any of their dishes.

Shopping around the Westside Little Sai-

gon offers dozens of small specialty shops

from block to block. Jewelry and clothing

stores abound, but some of the more off-

beat shops make the experience. Specialty

teahouses like Ten Ren Ginseng (10804
Bellaire) and Suzhi Teahouse (11209 Bel-
laire) sell teas and herbs you'll find few

other places in the American South. Duno-
baby, in the Hong Kong City Mall, sells a
unique combination of comics and tea. Sev-

eral places in Westside Little Saigon offer

lessons in kung fu, tai chi, and tae kwon

do; and if all this tea and vegetarianism is

too healthy for you, Tobacco Plus (11528
Bellaire) sells authentic Asian cigarettes

like Chung Hwa. -WILLIAM DYLAN POWELL

i1~~

83m F,.11 289 Boer-ne, TX. 78006
(830) 537-3339

S An onion on I' W .W 'efare R d. exit 533
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had shown up to watch the parade of hot rods that I had the good fortune to be riding
shotgun in the parade's final car, a

preceded the Big Bend Open Road Race last April, Sublime-green 1970 Dodge Challenger

and who could blame them? It's not every day with a 440 Six Pack and a pistol-grip
shifter-a taut, tough muscle car with a

that a hundred or so shimmering Corvettes and El driver to match. Owner Dale Kuehn of

Caminos, Panteras and Porsches, Vipers, Mustangs, Caldwell, who restores '30s-'70s Dodges

and Plymouths in his spare time, basked in
Camaros, and other dazzling road machines glide the glo the pare tes ed

the glow of the parade route's wide-eyed

leisurely down the city's main drag. kids and teenagers, many of whom had

never seen so many iconic cars outside

of their Hot Wheels collections. Dale's

friend Jody Ausley had obligingly lim-
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SAt',abar can enter and the we e
At a.m. or at a tm Rapetitionegheb and navigator Nathan Money prepare to make their run

nve'snecarhan it Racer a ve e t itara t M e pr o k iu C' ,ac ntf rvette.

hoed into the backseat, under the roll bat

so I could enjoy the buzz of celebrity, too

And as we waved at the crowds, I was will-

iug to chuck my sensible Honda Civic foi
something that would tear up the racetrack

Every April since 1998, the City of Foi

Stockton has played host to the adrenr

line-charged event known as the Big Ben

Open Road Race, a rally-style competition

regarded as the most challenging opet

road race in the United Sta es. Her

why: Of the eight or sosopen-rcad course

in America, none has so many turns a

elevation changes as US 285 between Fc

Stockton and Sanderson. That mak~

for exciting driving, whether you're go-

ing the speed limit or not. Last year, 130

racers (many with friends and family along

to help navigate) showed up to test their

mettle-and put the pedal to the metal-

on this scenic stretch of highway. The race

has proven so popular that this year, rac-

ers can try out a second course, US 385

from Fort Stockton to Marathon, in

October. (The dates this year are April

20-23 and October 5-8.)

And listen up, you velocity junkies out

there: During the Big Bend Open Road

Race, speeding is legal! In fact, it's

encouraged. Best of all, you can partici-

pate in almost any vehicle-whether you

drive a flashy Lamborghini, a PT Cruiser,

or a 50-year-old Studebaker.
. Here's how it works: Racers compete

r in five speed classes, beginning with a tar-

get speed of 85 mph (the Street Rod divi-

rt sion) and topping out at 160 mph (the

a- Super Sport division). A select few dare-

d devils qualify for "Unlimited" status,

n where cars typically burn up the straight-

n- ways at 200 mph or more. The more

e's experience you have, and the more safety

es equipment you have in your ar the

nd er you're allowed to go. There's wheel-

rtto-wheel jockeying; the race i edrly

ces style, one car at a time. The frtleg o h

Engine or artwork? Take a look at the muscle of

this DeTomaso Pantera.

race goes to Sanderson; the second makes

the round trip back to Fort Stockton.
Except for the Unlimited cars, where

the fastest speed wins, the goal is to aver-

age your target speed exactly. Because

you'll want to slow down when maneu-
vering the curves and then tach it up

.,,,mow- - -, ,,., ,.

s., a r ! ' '' ,

,MME T

, '
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Still almost 20 miles away from the finish line at Fort Stockton, driver Dale Kuehn puts the pedal
to the metal in his Sublime-green, 1970 Dodge Challenger. This year, Dale plans to race his 1970
Plymouth Roadrunner Superbird.

again when the road straightens out,
you're allowed a "tech speed" that's typ-

ically at least 10 mph faster than your tar-

get. But exceed your tech speed at any

point in the race, and you'll be disquali-

fied, or as they say on the race course,

"DQ'ed."

Driving and Dining

The 30-minute drive on FM 1053 from

Fort Stockton to Imperial, where a tiny res-

taurant and store known as Permian Sea

Shrimp draws racers by the droves, reveals

a landscape dotted with oil wells and fields

as far as the eye can see. It's a great driv-

ing road. Besides that, the shrimp served

here-farmed organically in salt water

Bart Reid, who owns Permian Sea Shrimp with
his wife, Patsy, shows off his one-of-a-kind
shrimp harvester, known as "The Monster"

pumped from the underground Permian

Sea-is arguably some of the sweetest and

most delicious you've ever tasted. Shrimp

stars on the menu every day, but make the

trek on Fridays and Saturdays for the popu-

lar fried-shrimp platters, served with spicy

beans, cole slaw, and a slice of gooey

Hershey Bar pie, all made from owners

Bart and Patsy Reid's family recipes.

Permian Sea Shrimp Company & Store, at

the intersection of FM 1053 and FM 11 in

Imperial, opens Mon-Thu 9-5, Fri 9-8, and

Sat 10-6. Call 432/536-2280; www.permian

seashrimp.com.

the time the four-day event

approaches and cars start

arriving, Fort Stockton has embraced

road-race mania, head-on. Conversation

on the street turns to racing suspensions,
horsepower, exhaust systems, and who

might take home the most trophies and

bragging rights. The Camaro? The Saleen?

The Monte Carlo? It's easy enough to

spot the racers: They're the ones with

sport-shifter decals on their windshields,
high-performance-driving-school stickers

on their bumpers, and racing numbers

affixed to their side panels. Local busi-

nesses welcome them with enthusiasm

("Welcome, Big Bend Road Racers!"),
and as a rule, they're in wonderfully con-

tagious good moods.

At a little restaurant called Sarah's

Cafe, which has served Mexican food in

a cozy adobe building here since 1929, I

ran into racer Charlie Friend with his

wife, Vicki, who were digging into plates

of Sarah's spicy enchiladas and planning

their schedule for the next few days.

Charlie, a retired Air Force fighter pilot

who never lost his need for speed,

planned to race his deceptively homely

1,965 Corvair in the Super Sport division,
which meant he hoped to average 155

mph over the 118-mile course.

But the chance of winning isn't why he

and Vicki return to Fort Stockton from

their home in New Mexico every year.

"At first, it was about getting to blast

down the highway at what would nor-

mally be illegal speeds," Charlie told me.

"But then, the race became almost like a

family reunion. I think now, even if I did-

n't have a car to run, I'd go just to see

everyone." That wouldn't be the last time

I'd hear such sentiments.

For the racers, the four-day event fills

up fast with registration, technical inspec-

tions, driving schools, welcome parties,

and the car show and parade, where the

public can interact with the racers and

admire the slews of spellbinding autos.

But for most drivers, no schedule's too

tight to miss the practice runs on US 90,

west of Sanderson, where they often push

their cars to the limit for the first time.

So what does it feel like to hurtle down

the highway at speeds so fast that even

the buzzards have trouble getting out of

the way? Thanks to Tim Cottingham of

Round Rock, who invited me along for a

nine-mile practice spin in his 500-horse-

power, cherry-red Viper, I got to find out.

As the sweet smell of high-octane fuel

perfumed the air, we shot off the starting

line like a bullet from a gun. How fast did

we go? Well, I really can't say. Too ex-

hilarated to even whoop and holler, I nev-

er looked at the speedometer; in fact, I

30 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2005
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open-road courses in America, none has so many

turns and elevation changes as U5 RE5 between Fort Stockton and Sanderson.

That makes for exciting driving, whether you're going the speed limit or not.

cculd barely move my head to watch the
scenery cisso ye in a dizzying blur. But

la:er, Tim deadpanned, "There's nothing
better than cruising past a state trooper at

120 mph anc having him wave at you,
grinning ear-to-ear." And I thought we

had already slowed down by then.
In fact, the race is a carefully orchestrat-

ect cooperative effort between the cities

involved, the Texas Dep-rtment cf Trans-
portation, local law enforcement and

emergency teams, and the nearly 100 vol-

unteers who help ensure the racer, safety.

Hours before the first cur leaves the start-

ing line, the race route closes fo- traffic.

Soon thereafter, volunteers equipped with

two-way radios take their places at some

85 "com stations" along the course. Two

Danes keep an eye on things from above,
and fire true-s, helicopters, and ambu-

_ances stand ready in case of trouble. (To
pit your mind at ease, the only real tra-

gedy involved two unfortunate buzzards
whose DNA no longer enriches the gene
pnol.) And :hen, ready, set, go! At 8 a.m.,
the first ca- zooms off the starting line
and into the West Texas desert.
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Off the Track

FORT STOCKTON

Yes, there is a fort in Fort Stockton, and

you can learn about its importance in pro-

tecting 19th-Century settlers by taking a

self-guided walking tour. Several buildings,
including the original Guard House and

Officer's Quarters, plus a reconstructed

Men's Barracks, are open to the public.

Be sure to check out the Historic Fort

Museum, where you can view uniforms,
a trumpet, a cannonball, and other relics.

A gift shop offers books, postcards, and

period toys. The fort, at 301 E. 3rd, opens

Mon-Sat 10-5. Call 432/336-2400.

Don't miss a visit to Fort Stockton's Annie

Riggs Museum, which was built from adobe

in 1899 and was operated as a hotel for

many years by frontier trailblazer Annie

Riggs. One of Texas' few remaining unal-

tered examples of Territorial architecture,
the museum has 15 rooms that depict the

area's history. Be sure to seek out the

"secret" courtyard-an oasis full of native

plants and benches. The museum, at 301

S. Main St., opens Mon-Sat 10-5. Call

432/336-2167.

SA IVDERSOIV

For a glimpse into the history of Sanderson,
spend some time at the Terrell County

Memorial Museum, which displays railroad

memorabilia, period costumes, cowboy

and ranching relics, and pioneer furnish-

ings in a one-story home that dates to

the early 1900s. At 2nd and Mansfield.

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-12 and 2-4. Call

432/345-2936.

Nearby, adjacent to the Outback Oasis

motel, at 800 W. US 90, the Snake House

highlights more than 30 different reptiles

and arachnids found in the Trans-Pecos

area. Here, you'll find living examples of

critters like the gray-banded kingsnake,

the mottled rock rattler, the Mexican

milksnake, whiptail scorpions, and more.

Hours: Daily 9:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Call

432/345-2850.
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the Big Bend Open Road Race, year after year.

Me Als X,' wh n the race

was still a glim-

mer in someone's fabulously polished

fender, car enthusiast Mike Powers of

Alpine convinced Indy 500 champion

Rodger Ward, who was running a race in

Nevada, to take a look at the roads in

West Texas. Suitably impressed, Rodger

coordinated the first Big Berd Open

Road Race in 1998, and the City of Fort

Stockton took the wheel shortly there-

after. "I knew if we could get the racers

down here to see the beauty of the land-

scape and the hospitality cf the people,

they'd come back," says Mike. He's been

right. In 2004, racers came from Cali-

f:rnia, the Dakotas, Florida, Ohio,
Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and practically

all points in between.

But as you'd expect, lots of drivers

come from Texas. Take racer Cynthia

Turk of Flower Mound, one of the race's

few female competitors. All evidence

points to Cynthia's love for fast cars as

genetic. Consider this: Upon the occasion

of Cynthia's birth 39 years ago, her father

gave her mother a 1965 Mustang, in

which Cynthia learned to drive as a
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than cruising past a state trooper

at 1F mph and having him wave at you, grinning ear-to-ear."

-- f

4 J ma1,

At last year's car show, biuce West's 2003 Saieen S , a specialty supei ar conceived by former
racing driver Steve Saleen, drew admirers by the droves.

teenager. Now, though, she drives Cor-

vettes. "What do I like most? Definitely

the adrenaline rush," says Cynthia. "Some

people are about the precision, and other

people want to find their limits. But it's

not just about the race. It's the parade, the

car show, the after-race party at the park,
the whole deal."

I didn't want to miss that final party.

Around 2:30 on race day, I made my way

to Fort Stockton's spacious Rooney Park,
where drivers and fans alike had begun

gathering to celebrate and share stories.

Not one of the Unlimited machines had

made it to the finish line, it turned out,

having blown up their engines somewhere

between the practice runs and the check-

ered flag. But the Super Sport and Grand

Sport division results had begun to trickle

in, and the score looked promising for

Charlie Friend, who averaged just .447

mph under his target speed of 155.

Race organizers had set up a video-

feed tent at the corner of the park, where

a small crowd gathered to watch real-

time video of the cars approaching the

home stretch. There, I met a very ex-

cited 13-year-old Aaron Ivey of Lub-

bock, who had three family members

vying for trophies-his great-uncle

Mike Powers; his great-grandfather, 83-

year-old Bud Powers; and his grand-

mother Linda Murray, who rode shotgun

with Bud in his yellow

Bud, who made

the race's snazziest

sartorial statement

in a red fire suit

kissed with yellow

and orange flames,
ran the course -.t

a little more than

115 mph. Racing,
my theory goes,
helps keep Bud
younger than many

competitors half

his age. After all, I

didn't spy anyone

else with the confi-

dence to adorn his

gleaming muscle car

with this assured

one-two punch: in

honor of his wife,
a romantic "Bud-

N-Nita" on the side

panel, and then a

1970 El Camino.

essentials

bold decal proclaiming, "Let's Get it On."
By 5 p.m., the Street Rod division

machines had arrived at the park, and the

stories began to fly. Racer Dave Shelby,
the great-nephew of automotive pioneer

Carroll Shelby, had lost the rear wind-

shield of his Competition Grand Sport

Corvette to the desert winds. Earlier, a

pack of stubborn javelinas had held up

the race for an excruciatingly slow 20

minutes. And perhaps funniest of all, a

cordless drill came to the rescue for Viper

driver Tim Cottingham, who locked his

keys in the trunk only minutes before his

turn at the starting line.

Thank God we're all human. Pumped

up on adrenaline, surrounded with

friends, and exhausted in that most up-
lifting way, most everybody sported

smiles as wide as the open road.*

Associate editor LORI MOFFATT drives a
Honda Civic, but dreams of a green convertible
hot rod from the '70s.

Austin photographer JOEL SALCIDO's ode to
the tiny town of Valentine appeared in the
February issue.

BIG BEND OPEN ROAD RACE
IN 2005, the 8th annual Big Bend
Open Road Race takes place Apr.
20-23 (Fort Stockton/Sanderson)
and Oct. 5-8 (Fort Stockton/Marathon).
There are no public viewing areas for
the race itself; unless you're in the
race, the only way to see it is to volun-
teer as a course worker. Public events
(all in Fort Stockton) include the car
show (Apr. 22, 4-5:30 p.m. at Rooney

To ToPeco Q.F Imperial BIG BEND
ecs 28 50  1053 OPEN ROAD

" RACE
To~

Balmorh F

STO N
67

To Alpine

385 285

ATHON

To Rnd Pak 90 SA ERSON
National Park T e i

Park); the parade (Apr. 22, 5:30-6 p.m.), from Rooney Park to the Civic
Center; and, on Apr. 23, the Party in Rooney Park, which kicks off around
noon and continues until about 7. All public events are free.

Registration for each race is limited to 130 cars, and fees range from
several hundred dollars for the lower-speed divisions up to $900 for
Unlimited entries. Check the Web site, www.bborr.com, or call 432/336-
8525, ext. 16.

Sarah's Cafe, at 106 S. Nelson St. in Fort Stockton, opens Mon-Sat 11-2
and 5-9. Call 432/336-7700.
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wildflowers
white-lace bonnets and white-apron dresses, and sporting bowl-cuts on our

blonde heads, we piled on one another in a field of bluebonnets, occasionally

sitting on top of a fire ant hill. Imagine the squeals of four girls being bitten.

"Say 'cheese;" my mother would command. The photographs still hang on my

parents' living room wall.

WE'D TAKE wildflower expeditions along Old Spicewood Springs Road on the edge

of Austin, sometimes twice a day. Little waterfalls and flowers dotted the roadside

after a rain. Horses, donkeys, sheep, and goats stood in lime-green fields studded

with buttercups that with one whiff powdered our noses with yellow pollen. "Don't

pick the wildflowers," mother told us. "If everybody picked the flowers, there would

be none left to enjoy." But we were never good at resisting temptation.

SCAMPERING down into the neighborhood woods, I'd collect Queen Anne's lace

and daisies to make crude flower crowns that never quite held together. Instead,

I'd stick the flowers straight into my hair. Later, I'd press the blossoms between

pieces of wax paper weighed down with encyclopedias. The best flowers, I

thought, were the "wish flowers," or dandelions. I didn't know their name at the

time, but we'd pick them and blow off the wispy-white seed-heads and make a

wish. If you could blow all the seeds off in one breath, your wish would come true.

ONE SUMMER, as we were driving back to Austin from a visit to Colorado, my

sister Brittany introduced me to Tom Petty's song "Wildflowers": "You belong

among the wildflowers. You belong in a boat out at sea.... You belong some-

where you feel free." That year, wildflowers symbolized freedom, something, as

a 17-year-old, I desperately wanted. That Christmas, Brittany painted me a

wooden sign with one word on it: "Wildflower." The next year, the sign traveled

with me to college in Manhattan, where, strung with gold ribbon, it hung on

my dorm-room wall.

FOUR YEARS LATER, fields of wildflowers received me back to Texas when I

trucked down US 290, just outside of Fredericksburg, in a two-seater stuffed

with clothes, books, and a dining room rug. After the long drive to Austin, my

Dad, wearing boots, handed me a Texas T-shirt scattered with Indian blanket,

bluebonnets, daisies, and the words "Born Wild." I was home. -COURTNEY L. RUSSELL

Former Texas Highways intern COURTNEY RUSSELL, a graduate student in journalism at the University

of Texas, is looking forward to wandering among the wildflowers again this spring.

FACING PAGE: TEXAS BLUEBONNETS,TEXAS DANDELIONS, AND PINK EVENING PRIMROSES, ELLIS COUNTY PHOTO: FRED HIRSCHMANN
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you belng among the

wildflowers
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GUATFU01 MON NG GLORIES, 'LSO KNOWN AS RAILROAD VINE,

g /

WINECUP AND BLUEBONNEI, BRENHAM

FACING PAGE: R-LEUD AND ELM,

CHEROKEE COUNTY PHfu , ix i \Vi if[

MOUNIAIN LAUREL, NEAL COUNTY
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you belong among the

wildflowers

SUNFLOWL iS, SAN AUGUSINL CUUNIY

STRAWBERRY CACAOS, BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK

FACING PAGE PHLOX, INDIAN PAINTBRUSH GROUNDSEL

AND BLUEBONNETS, AUST IN COUNTY PH TO DON ALEN

LONGSPUR COLUMBINE, BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK
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DESERT MARIGOLDS, PARRALENA, AND OCOTILLO, BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK
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This once humble, mom-and-pop blue-

grass music festival, created by the City of

Round Rock in 1987 (and held for years

at the city's Old Settler's Park), has blos-

somed into one of the nation's top five

events of its kind, drawing more than

10,000 people over four days. This year's

18th annual celebration of Americana

and roots music returns for the fourth

year to the Salt Lick BBQ Pavilion and

Camp Ben McCulloch. The festival's new

home-a pastoral setting on the banks of

Onion Creek on Austin's rolling south-

western fringes-is a perfect fit.

The Old Settler's Music Festival (April

21-24, 2005) has become an alluring rite

BY ROB McCORKLE

PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

of spring for people of all ages and back-

grounds. The festival draws a colorful

mix of college students suffering from

spring fever; older fans of traditional

bluegrass music; aging hippies seeking

that increasingly elusive Woodstock vibe;

and young, tie-dyed followers of today's

hard-to-classify acoustic roots music,
which borrows from the pages of folk,
reggae, bluegrass, blues, and old-time

mountain music.

Festival impresario Randy Collier, an

Austin businessman and self-professed

"bluegrass nut," describes the festival's

eclectic talent-booking philosophy this

way: "We want a central focus, which is

the acoustic music of America, including

bluegrass. We also have a strong Texas

singer-songwriter component. Then, we

always throw in a left turn."

Last year's 17th edition of Old Settler's

provided several superlative moments, the

first coming on the opening evening at

Camp Ben McCulloch, less than six hours in-

to the four-day binge of music, food, and fun.

I enjoyed one of the festival's "it-just-

doesn't-get-any-better-than-this" sensations

while gnawing on a delicious barbecued

rib and listening to snappy Cajun and

It's about the music. For four days this month, the 18th annual Old Settler's Music Festival, which takes place near Austin, will bring out acoustic musi-
cians at jam sessions (above) and on stage. Wilford Lucious Foreman (facing page) relaxes by Onion Creek with his 12-string guitar.
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Old Settler's Music Festival
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® LUEBONNET SEASON, BARBECUED PORK RIBS, AND LIVE ACOUSTIC MUSIC

under the stars rank as three of this native Texan's favorite indulgences. Being

able to savor this hedonistic trio during one glorious April weekend-at the

Old Settler's Music Festival-makes me one happy camper.
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[CLOCKWISE FROM ToP] Hot Rize, named for the secret irgredient in Martha White Self-
Rising Flour, entertains festival-goers on the Hill Couitry Stage. From left, the group
includes Pete Wernick on banjo, Nick Forster on bass, Tim O'Brien on mandolin, and
Bryan Sutton on guitar. Natalie MacMaster delights the crowd with her fiddling pyro-
technics during an Irish jig. At his campsite, Pat Green shares the ups and downs of
life in song.
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"WE WANT A CENTRAL FOCUS, WHICH IS THE ACOUSTIC

MUSIC OF AMERICA, INCLUDING BLUEGRASS. WE ALSO HAVE

A STRONG TEXAS SINGER-SONGWRITER COMPONENT. THEN,

WE ALWAYS THROW IN A LEFT TURN."

P-

During the day, music-lovers pick a spot near the Bluebonnet Stage and enjoy the sounds of Peter
Rowan and Vassar Clements.

Bob Wills fiddle tunes played by Baton

Rouge's Red Stick Ramblers. (Earlier in

the evening, I had succumbed to the siren

song of the nearby Salt Lick Restaurant.

Seated beneath majestic live oaks at the

back of the campground stage pavilion, I

gorged myself on the barbecue empori-

um's inimitable pork ribs and cole slaw.)
One of Austin's ragged-but-righteous fa-

vorites, The Gourds, followed with their

trademark Southern hillbilly rock and

blues. But it was Colorado's Leftover

Salmon, Thursday night's closing act, that

tipped the scales into the magical realm.

The group's remarkable version of Crosby,

Stills and Nash's "Almost Cut My Hair"

sent me happily on my way just before

midnight to my pickup truck in the desig-

nated Quiet Zone to curl up for a night's

sleep. Meanwhile, hundreds of the more

energetic party animals headed for creek-

side campsites, sach as Camp Bayou
Love and Pinetop Mystics, to pick and

grin until the wee hours.

SETTLER'S MUSIC FESTIVAL
encompasses two festivals in

one, with two distinct venues, separated

by FM 1826, and two disparate crowds.
On Friday afternoon, I arrived at the

festival's main site-the Salt Lick Pa-

vilion-in time to catch some sets by the

South Austin Jug Band on the Hill
Country Stage, and then Austinite Libby
Kirkpatrick's performance on t-e Blue-

bonnet Stage, a second, more intimate

venue beside picturesque Onion Creek.

Most festival performances are sched-

uled on the hour throughout the day, -he

exception being the headliners, whc dose
out Friday and Saturday nights on the

Bluebonnet and Hill Country stages.

The Friday and Saturday schedules fea-

ture simultaneous performances over-

lapping on three or four stages. Tris can

result in maddening choices. Sui was
the case on Friday as I tried to decide
between the Del McCoury Banc and

Terri Hendrix.

Hendrix won out (I would catch Del

later), but the day was young, and I was

curious about what was happening just

up the hill in the Kids Area. Old Settler's
is kid-friendly, offering everything from

face-painting and inflated slides to bubble-

blowing and a rock-climbing wall. You'll

see children everywhere-jumping, climb-
ing, having their faces painted, and en-

gaging in other fun activities.

Inside a small building that houses the
Discovery Stage, I found vendors selling

dozens of acoustic guitars and other
instruments, as well as teach-yourself

music videos with titles such as "60 Hot
Licks in 60 Minutes." A billboard adver-
tised one of several showings of Bluegrass

Journey, a documentary featuring some

of the same musicians who were perform-

ing at the festival.

Most of the vendors operate alfresco
on the periphery of the concert arena.
Artisans, most of them from Austin and

the nearby Hill Country, sell their home-
made jewelry, clothing, and other wares.
You can treat yourself to a $1-per-minute

chair massage, check out laminated con-

cert posters and other music-related mem-

orabilia, and choose from a plethora of tie-
dyed T-shirts, dresses, and other clothing.

When hunger and thirst strike, visitors
can choose from local offerings like Sweet
Leaf Tea and homemade lemonade or from

a variety of beers from out-of-state brew-
ers like Colorado's New Belgium Brewing

Company. Munchies run the gamut, too,
from Cajun food, pizzas, Greek gyros and
kabobs, and Mexican favorites like ta-
quitos, gorditas, and flautas, to tradition-
al fest fare, like sausage wraps, turkey
legs, and funnel cakes. Not to mention
Salt Lick's renowned barbecue.

By 7:15, I was headed back to the main

stage, drawn by the honey-sweet voice of
mandolinist Tim O'Brien, crooning his
tender ballad "More Love."

It's never too late in the evening for per-

ennial festival favorite Del McCoury and
his award-winning band. During my visit,
McCoury and the boys sweetened the mu-

sical gumbo with the John Sebastian classic
"Nashville Cats" and Richard Thomp-

son's "1952 Vincent Black Lightning."
Backstage, the pompadoured bandleader
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"IT'S LIKE A FAMILY HERE. YOUNG KIDS AND FOLKS LIKE MY

MOTHER CAN COME. THEY ALWAYS HAVE GOOD ENTERTAINMENT,

AND IT'S JUST A GREAT PLACE, WITH THE BEAUTIFUL TREES AND ALL."

1a + 
Y

shared with me why he's so fond of playing

at Old Settler's. "It's like a family here," Del

said with a grin. "Young kids and folks like

my mother can come. They always have

good entertainment, and it's just a great

place, with the beautiful trees and all."

Though I found it tempting to have a

second helping of Leftover Salmon, I

strolled or back to the creekside Arma-

dillo Stage to sample a few tunes of local

blues guitar-slinger Stephen Bruton &
Friends. The band sizzled in full-tilt boog-

ie mode, the organ and piano pumping in

rhythm to Bruton's lead guitar. Suspended

above the stage, a giant, billowing, white

ball dangled in midair, pulsating with pro-

jected multicolored images, a nod to the

crowd's psychedelic sensibilities. As the

song ended, the pumpkin-like sphere

seemed to implode in a rainbow rush of

colors, eliciting a chorus of oohs and aahs

from the audience. It was time for this

space cowboy to head home.

WIFE, JUDY, JOINED ME ON
Saturday. We arrived in time to

hear the opening act, the Greencards, a

pcpular, young, bluegrass-folk trio whose

members hail from Australia and Lon-

don. The weather was cooperating again

as it had the entire festival.

A good crowd had already staked out

their turf with lawn chairs and blankets,
ard we plopped down chairs to establish

our own "home base." Down in front,

several barefooted young women in Lip-

pie attire and dudes in dreadlocks spun

Hula Hoops, and twirled and danced with

abandon. Draped behind them on a fence,
a Shiner Bock banner implored: "Soak up

the good vibes, and pass 'em on."

It was time to see what "unknowns"

were pickin' over at the Armadillo Stage,
set up on the back porch of a small frame

b ilding. A bluegrass band entertained

listeners with some solid licks. By offering

an informal, "open mic" venue, organizers
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At left, Terri Hendrix plays an energetic blend
of country, folk, roots rock, and scat-jazz. Terri's
band features Lloyd Maines on guitar (left),
Paul Pearcy on drums, and Glenn Fukunaga
(hidden at right) on bass. Above, Del McCoury,
the International Bluegrass Music Association's
Entertainer of the Year in 2004, was a favorite
at last year's Old Settler's Music Festival.

stay true to bluegrass-festival tradition.

Old Settler's also features a children's

talent competition geared to pint-size

pickin' prodigies like 12-year-old Sarah

Jarosz of Wimberley, who had garnered

the one o'clock Saturday slot on the main

stage. Sarah, a pony-tailed vocalist and

mandolin player wearing high-top black

Keds, led her band, Blue Eyed Grass (with

her mother, Mary, on guitar), through a

set of gospel and bluegrass fiddle tunes.

Later in the evening, Sarah was called on

stage by acoustic-music legend David

Grisman to play alongside bluegrass lumi-

naries Tim O'Brien and Vassar Clements.

No place but Old Settler's.

Terri Hendrix followed Blue Eyed

Grass with a spirited set of pop, folk,
roots rock, country, and scat-jazz tunes.

Terri's veteran band includes prodigious

producer and consummate sideman

Lloyd Maines, drummer Paul Pearcy,
and bassist Glenn Fukunaga.



Afterwards, I joined Judy to find her

chatting with Michael Humphries of Bat-

on Rouge, who was visiting his daughter

in Austin. A volunteer at the beer tent, the

Old Settler's Music Festival veteran sang

the festival's praises. "I enjoy the atmos-

phere," he said. "It's laid-back, the music
is outstanding, and the food is to die for."

That reminded me that I hadn't had

any ribs and BBQ sauce since Thursday,
and it was time to trek to the Salt Lick

stand. After feasting, I waddled off to

hear some of Peter Rowan's Bluegrass

Jam at the Bluebonnet Stage. The lyrics of

a Gram Parsons song greeted my ears as I

dropped down in the grass beneath the

cypress and pecan trees. "Bright lights,
sweet smoke, and loud, loud music,"
Rowan sang in the trademark high-lone-

some wail that he learned from Bill

Monroe as a former member of the
Father of Bluegrass' Bluegrass Boys.
More festival magic.

I was waiting for the 3 p.m. Song-

writing Workshop, so I stepped inside the
Discovery Stage area just as Tim O'Brien

was playing a bit of the Irving Berlin clas-

sic "Buddy, Can You Spare A Dime?"

A_

Thue 5 luie iJl mubIL. Rock-climbers take

time out from the tunes to get some exercise.

essentials OLD SETTLER'S MUSIC FESTIVAL

THE OLD SETTLER'S MUSIC FESTIVAL takes
place Apr. 21-24, 2005, at the Salt Lick BBQ
Pavilion and Camp Ben McCulloch, southwest
of Austin and 11 miles south of US 290 W. on
FM 1826. Call 512/346-0999, ext. 3; www.
oldsettlersmusicfest.org.

First-come, first-served RV and primitive camp-
ing at Camp Ben McCulloch is available to
persons purchasing either the 3-day or 4-day
wristband. Discounted advance tickets can be
purchased through the Old Settler's Web site,
or call 888/512-7469. Only advance purchase
of a 4-day wristband ($100) allows early ac-
cess to the campground on Thu., Apr. 21, and
permits the ticket-holder to attend the Thu.
evening concert at the Campground Stage. A
3-day wristband (Fri-Sun) with camping costs
$120 at the gate; a 3-day wristband (Fri-Sun)
without camping costs $60 at the gate. Un-
heated showers are available. The prices at the
gate for daily wristbands are $25 (Fri. and Sat.)
and $10 (Sun.).

A $275 platinum pass, sold only in advance,
entitles the pass-holder to admission to all con-
certs, camping privileges with one electrical per-
mit, complimentary backstage meals and back-
stage access, and festival souvenirs.

That's just the kind of juxtaposition of
musical styles that defines Old Settler's-
a 1970s country-rock tune on one stage,
followed moments later by a Depres-
sion-era show tune.

Less than an hour later, I was back at
the Hill Country Stage watching incred-
ulously as fiddling dervish Natalie Mac-
Master cranked out an Irish jig accompa-

nied by a bagpipe player. A young couple
from an Irish dance club in Austin danced
feverishly to the tune, arms and legs akim-
bo, much to the delight of the audience.

While bagpipe music filled the night
air, over at the Bluebonnet Stage, the sax-

ophone-driven, funky jazz sounds of
The Motet, a hip band from Boulder,
Colorado, echoed off the limestone cliff

above Onion Creek as a group of teens

tossed Frisbees.

But I'm intent on hearing O'Brien's re-
united Hot Rize on the Hill Country Stage

as darkness falls, and I recite my internal
mantra: "So much music, so little time."

The sets by Hot Rize and the David
Grisman Quintet fly by like sonic thun-

To Marble Falls

323836

SB1
Oak Hill Austin

Dripping
Springs 2

To
Houston

15o OLD SETTLER'S
MUSIC FESTIVAL

Driftwood 0 967 BBQ Pavilion San Antonio

- OLD
Camp Ban Buda SETTLERS

150 McCulloch 379 MUSIC FEST

Children 12 and younger get in free when
accompanied by a paying adult. A donation to
the Capital Area Food Bank is appreciated.

Limited free parking is available adjacent to the
Salt Lick Pavilion. A shuttle service will take
campers from Camp Ben McCulloch to the Salt
Lick Pavilion festival site and will also shuttle
from remote parking lots.

Groups that will entertain this year include the
Austin Lounge Lizards, Kasey Chambers, Rodney
Crowell, Reckless Kelly, Jimmy LaFave, the Bela
Fleck Acoustic Trio, Cooper's Uncle, and the
Texas Swing Kings. Of the musicians mentioned
in the story, Sarah Jarosz and the Red Stick
Ramblers are also on the bill.

der. Mandolins, guitars, fiddles, and three-
part harmonies soar into the Hill Country
heavens. I'm deliriously happy and at
peace amid the aural cacophony, but my

energy level wanes. Shower and a bed
call. As we head for the adjacent make-
shift parking lot in a field, Peter Rowan's
Crucial Reggae puts a final eclectic, blue-
grass-reggae stamp on the day.

Old Settler's Music Festival has come a

long way. It's rather like the precocious
"love child" born from a spiritual merger
of the Telluride Bluegrass and Kerrville
Folk festivals, but with an abiding Lone
Star soul. And its future looks brighter
every spring.*

ROB McCORKLE of Lockhart has attended
half a dozen Old Settler's Music fests-from its
early years in Round Rock, when it featured
local bluegrass bands and some future Grammy
winners, to its current incarnation, whose musi-
cal offerings extend well beyond bluegrass.

Longtime staff photographer J. GRIFFIS
SMITH, who plays dobro, thought the only
way he'd get to be on stage with the festival's
talented musicians would be by taking their
photographs.
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PHOTOS BY J. GRIFFIS SMIH, FOOD SAILING BY FRAN DECOUX GERLING
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COOKING WITH I AAb n iunvWAYS

Grilled Blackened Catfish, a dish featured
in our July 1997 story on catfish restau-

rants, sizzles on the cover of our new
cookbook. The owners of Catfish Corner in
Abilene warn that this recipe produces a
lot of smoke, so be sure your kitchen is
well ventilated before you start cooking.

1/2 tsp. salt

11/2 tsp. paprika

1 tsp. onion powder

11/2 tsp. garlic powder

11/2 tsp. cayenne

2 tsp. lemon pepper

1 tsp. Lawry's Seasoned Salt

1 c. unsalted butter, melted

6 (6- to 8-oz.) catfish fillets

Combine first 7 ingredients; set aside.

Heat a large cast-iron skillet or griddle
over high heat until a drop of water
placed on it sizzles. Dip each fillet in
melted butter; sprinkle seasoning mixture
on both sides (about 1/2 T. per fillet),
patting into fish by hand. Place fillets in
hot skillet, and drizzle each with about
1 T. melted butter. Cook quickly, about
2 minutes per side. Yield: 6 servings.

DAN JACOBY AND MARVIN MORRIS
JULY 1997

the almost two decades since the University of Texas Press pub-

lished the Texas Highways Cookbook, the magazine staff has field-

ed numerous questions about when the next cookbook would be coming out.

Now, we're pleased to present Cooking with Texas Highways, a compilation of

more than 250 of our best recipes, plus a few never-before-published gems like

Stuffed Jalapehos and Sassy Meat Loaf Ring (see recipes on pages 58 and 59).

The roundup includes Lone Star classics like chicken-fried steak and chili, as

well as exotic fare like tabouli and Thai pesto. With recipe sources ranging from

old-time ranch cooks to trend-setting restaurateurs, the mixture is as diverse as

Texas, and just as flavorful.

In addition to recipes, the cookbook includes sidebars on Texas food-related

topics, like kolache festivals, the origin of Ro-Tel Tomatoes, and the growing pop-

ularity of aguas frescas. We also offer a special section on Dutch-oven cooking,

complete with tips for novice Dutchers. And last, but certainly not least, the new

book features the magazine's signature photography-tantalizing food shots, as

well as magnificent scenes of fields and forests, roadsides and rivers, and

more, from the Panhandle to the Gulf Coast.

Here's a sampling of dishes from Cooking with Texas Highways that we hope will

whet your appetite for more. Enjoy! -NOLA McKEY

To order Cooking with Texas Highways (University of Texas Press, $24.95, plus shipping,
handling, and applicable tax), call 800/839-4997 (850/683-1394 from outside the
U.S.), or go to our online gift shop, at www.texashighways.com. If you're in Austin, you can
pick up a copy at the Texas Highways Gift Shop (150 E. Riverside Drive; 512/486-5899).
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THE NEW COOKBOOK FEATURES RECIPES FOR SOME DOZEN SALSAS,

INCLUDING THE COLORFUL CONCOCTIONS SHOWN HERE.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: SALSA VERDE (RECIPE ON FACING PAGE), MATTS SMOKED SALSA, LAURCS SALSA, AND AVOCADO SALSA.
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7 medium tomatillos,
husks and stems removed

1/2 white onion, quartered

4 serranos (use fewer for a milder taste)

1 clove garlic

1 large bunch cilantro, stems removed

1/2 tsp. salt

1 T. fresh lime juice

Place tomatillos in a saucepan, cover with

water, and bring to a boil. Simmer gently,
uncovered, about 15 minutes, or until toma-

tillos are soft. Turn off heat, and allow tomati-
llos to cool in the cooking water.

Combine remaining ingredients in a food
processor or blender, and puree. Drain

tomatillos, add to mixture, and pure. Store in

refrigerator (will keep about a week). Yield:

21/2 cups.
FRAN DECoUX GERLING

JANUARY 1998

The recipe for these delectable apricot and prune kolaches originated with Dorothy Kubena,
a longtime participanW in Caidwell's annual Kolache Festival.

1 c. sour cream

1/2 c. sugar

11/2 tsp. salt

1/2 c. butter or stick margarine,
softened

2 pkg. dry yeast

1/2 c. warm water

2 eggs, beaten

4 c. all-purpose flour (maybe more)

Prune or Apricot Filling

(recipes follow)

Streusel Topping (recipe follows)

1/3 c. additional butter or
stick margarine, melted

Heat sour cream until warm. Stir

in sugar, salt, and softened butter;

set aside to cool.

Sprinkle yeast over warm water;

let stand until yeast dissolves. Add

to sour cream mixture. Add eggs

and flour, and mix well (dough

does not need kneading). If nec-

essary, work in enough additional

flour to make dough spongy but

not sticky. Put dough in a large,
greased bowl; cover, and refriger-

ate overnight.

Remove dough from refrigerator.

Shape into balls about 11/2
inches in diameter, and place

on lightly greased baking sheets

about an inch apart. Flatten balls

to 1/2-inch thick, and let rise for

about 10 minutes.

Make indentations in the middle

of each kolache by pressing down

firmly with the first two fingers

of both hands. Spoon about 1 1.
Prune or Apricot Filling into each

indentation. Sprinkle about 1/2 tsp.

Streusel Topping over filling. Cover

kolaches with a sheet of waxed

paper, and let rise until doubled

in bulk. Remove waxed paper, and

bake at 3500 for 15-20 minutes,

or until golden. Remove from oven,
and brush top edges and sides of

kolaches with melted butter. Yield:

Azout 2 dozen.

PRUNE FILLING

2 (12-oz.) pkg. died,
pitted prunes

1/8 to 1/4 tsp. cinnamon
3/z c. sLgar

additional sugar to taste
(1/4 to 1/3 c.)

Ccver frLit with water, and cook

12 to 15 minutes. or until tender,
stir-ing often; draiq.

Puree frLit in food processor or

blender. Immediately stir in cinnamon

anc 3/4 c. sugar. Add more sugar

to taste, and mix well. Yield: Enough

fillirg for about 2 dozen kolaches.

NOTE: For Apricot Filling, use
3 (E-oz.) pkg. dried apricots,
and follow the same recipe,
except cut apricots into pieces
before cooking, omit cinnamon,
start with 1 c. sugar instead of
3/4 c., and add another 1/2 to
3/4 c. sugar.

STREUSEL TOPPING

2/3 c. all-purpose flour

1 c sugar

about 1/3 c. melted butter
or stick margarine

Blend flour and sugar in a bowl.
Add just enough melted butter
to moisten dry ingredients (mix-
ture will be crumbly); mix well.
Yield: Enough topping for about
2 dozen kolaches.

DOROTHY KUBENA

NOVEMBER 1996
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Texas Highways photo editor Mike Murphy is a member of the Hamilton
Pool Jalapeno Squeezers, a group of friends who enjoy competing in
barbecue cookoffs. The group agreed to share one of its award-winning
recipes; however, Mike cautions: "You might want to wear some dispos-
able food-service gloves when preparing these appetizers, and don't
rub your eyes or anything else!" He adds, "These are fun to serve at
parties-they tend to separate the real Texans from the wannabes!"

18 to 24 large, fresh jalapenos

1 cooked (preferably smoked)

chicken breast, finely chopped

1 onion, finely chopped

1 bunch cilantro, finely chopped

1 (8-oz.) pkg. cream cheese,
softened

2 tsp. Tony Chachere's
Original Creole Seasoning

1/2 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. pepper

juice of 1 lime

1/2 c. chopped pecans (optional)

1 lb. bacon
(either thin- or thick-sliced)

Slice each jalapeno lengthwise,
from tip of pepper to below stem,
almost in half so that you can
open it like a clam. Remove seeds
and veins, using a small melon
scooper or spoon. Rinse jalapenos,
making sure to wash away any
remaining seeds.

Combine chopped chicken breast,
onion, and cilantro in a medium-
size bowl. Add cream cheese, sea-

sonings, and lime juice (and pecans,

if desired), and mix well; set aside.

Remove 9 to 12 slices of bacon

from package, cut slices in half,
and set aside. (Reserve remaining

bacon for another use.)

Using a spoon, fill each jalapeno

with stuffing, and squeeze the pep-

per closed. Scrape off excess stuff-

ing, then wrap a length of bacon

around pepper, and secure it by

inserting a sturdy, round toothpick

all the way through. (Any remaining

stuffing makes an excellent dip.)

Refrigerate peppers (overnight, if

necessary) until ready to cook.

Prepare a charcoal fire. (Peppers

may also be deep-fried, if you pre-

fer.) Grill peppers over medium-hot

coals, turning often, about 10 min-

utes, or until bacon looks done, then

serve. Yield: 18 to 24 appetizers.

HAMILTON POOL JALAPENO SQUEEZERS

0U-

T U

3 large tomatoes, diced

1 large red or sweet onion, diced

4 large nopalitos (young, tender prickly-pear pads)

with thorns and "eyes" removed, diced

2 cloves garlic, chopped

1 to 2 serrano chiles, chopped

1/2 bunch cilantro, chopped

2 (15-oz.) cans ranch-style beans, drained

1 (16-oz.) bottle Catalina dressing

1 (14 1/2-oz.) bag nacho cheese-flavored tortilla chips

Combine all ingredients except chips, and chill at least 2 hours.

To serve, mound salad in the middle of a platter, and arrange chips

around salad. Use chips to scoop up salad. Yield: 10 cups.

JOSIE SLONAKER

MARCH 1998

arp n RFRAG FROM TALETE HOM COS

TO TREND-SETTING RESTAURATEURS.

This recipe was adapted from one provided by
Perini Ranch Steakhouse in Buffalo Gap.

4 large steaks (ribeyes are a good choice)

Perini Ranch Steak Rub (recipe follows)

melted butter or stick margarine (optional)

Rub steaks with Perini Ranch Steak Rub, and

refrigerate at least 15 minutes before cooking.

Grill over hot mesquite coals, and baste with

butter, if desired. Yield: 4 large steaks.

PERINI RANCH STEAK RUB

2 tsp. cornstarch or all-purpose flour

2 tsp. salt

2 T. coarse-grind pepper

1/2 tsp. lemon pepper

1/2 tsp. ground oregano

4 tsp. garlic powder

4 tsp. onion powder

1 tsp. paprika

1 tsp. beef-flavored bouillon granules

Combine all ingredients, mixing well. If not

using right away, store in a tightly sealed

glass or plastic container. Shake before each

use to remix ingredients. Yield: About 1/2 cup

seasoning (enough for 4 large steaks).

TOM PERINI

JUNE 1997
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2 T. prepared yellow mustard

2 T. vegetable oil

6 cloves garlic, dry-roasted until soft

1/2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce

1/2 tsp. crumbled dried whole sage

2 (18- to 20-oz. and 1-inch-thick)

boneless top sirloin strip steaks

8 green onions

salt

freshly ground black pepper

mesquite chips

4 serrano chiles, halvec lengthwise

CAST-IRON CUISINE

We decided to include a special section in the cookbook on Dutch-oven cooking for a
couple of reasons, the most important being that this kind of cooking goes hand-in-hand
with Texans' love of the outdoors.
Campers discovered long ago that
you just can't beat an old-fash-
ioned Dutch oven for versatility.

The recipes below are a case in
point: The first dish is so elegant
that it's hard to believe you can
make it in a cast-iron pot. The
second dish is a step in the other
direction, but still mighty tasty.

NOTE: In the recipes below, "1 ring"
refers to a circle of hot charcoal with all of the briquettes lying flat and sides touching
(leave three spaces in a bottom ring for the oven's legs); the outside edge of the char-
coal ring is lined up with the outside edge of the oven, whether the ring is under the
oven or on top of the lid. The phrase "11/2 rings" refers to two circles, one inside the
other, with the rings touching and every other briquette missing in the inside ring.

Combine first 5 ingredients in a food processor
or blender. Rub steaks and onions with mix-
ture, season with salt and pepper, and let sit
at room temperature for 45 minutes.

On an outdoor grill, fire up enough charcoal
to form a single layer of coals. Place a few
handfuls of mesquite ch ps or pods in water
to soak. When charcoal is covered with gray
ash, scatter mesquite over it, and place steaks
directly over fire. Place onions and serranos
on a small piece of alurrinum foil, a little off
to the side of the fire, where heat is lower. Grill
steaks on one side for about 4 to 5 minutes,
covering partially with the grill lid (vents open)
to trap some of the mesquite smoke. Turn
steaks, again cover grill partially, and cook to
desired doneness, about 4 more minutes for
medium-rare. When you turn the steaks, turn
onions and serranos, rerroving them when soft.
Top steaks with onions and serranos; serve
immediately. Yield: 4 servings.

CHERYL ALTERS JAMISON AND BILL JAMISON

SEPTEMBER 1996

/&u W,1,14 %u0dJ" peCCnz#,

1 c. coarsely chopped pecans

1/4 c. butter or stick margarine,
or less to taste

1 to 2 wedges Brie cheese,
at room temperature

assorted crackers

Lightly toast pecans in (any size) Dutch oven
placed over 1 ring of hot briquettes. Add but-
ter, and simmer with pecans for 2 to 3 min-
utes. Add Brie, and quickly baste cheese with
pecans and butter. Allow Brie to warm and
soften for 1 to 2 minutes. With a spatula, trans-
fer Brie to a serving platter, then pour pecans
and butter on top. Serve with assorted crack-
ers. Yield: About 12 appetizer servings.

BETH HAYNIE

NOVEMBER 2000

9" l Med I4 /Cw
2 large eggs, beaten

1/4 c. nonfat dry milk powder

1/2 c. unseasoned fine, dry breadcrumbs

1/4 c. finely chopped onion

2 T. dried parsley flakes

1 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. pepper

1/2 tsp. garlic salt

1/2 c. thick-and-chunky salsa

1 T. Worcestershire sauce

2 lb. lean ground beef

vegetable oil or no-stick cooking spray

1/4 c. ketchup

2 T. firmly packed brown sugar

11/4 tsp. ground mustard

1/2 tsp. concentrated lemon juice
mashed potatoes (optional)

Combine eggs and milk powder in a large
bowl. Stir in next 8 ingredients, mixing well.
Add ground beef, and mix thoroughly.
Set aside.

Spray a 51/2-cup ring mold with oil. Spoon
mixture into it, packing down firmly. Lightly
spray the inside of a 10-inch Dutch oven
with oil. Carefully unmold meat mixture into
the Dutch oven. Place oven on top of
1 ring of hot briquettes, and put 11/2 rings
on the lid. Bake for 50 minutes. Near the
end of baking, use a turkey baster or spoon
to remove any excess liquid from oven.

When meat is nearly done, combine ketchup
and next 3 ingredients to make a glaze.
Heat several minutes, and then spread over
meat. Replace lid, and continue cooking
for 10 to 15 minutes. Let meat loaf cool
about 5 minutes. Fill center with mashed
potatoes and add a garnish, if desired.
Yield: 6 to 8 servings.

BILL BRUMMEL
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GALVESTON celebrates a tough shrub with delicate blooms

10

ENTION "GALVESTON" TO MOST TEXANS,
and sun and surf come to mind. But flower-farciers

have long recognized Texas' island city as "The

Oleander City" for its springtime show.

From mid-March through May, more than 100 varieties of the

resilient "sea rose" cast their pink, cerise, red, white, salmon. and

yellow blooms in parks and private gardens, around hotels and his-

toric homes, and along beaches and boardwalks.

In celebration of the lush blossoms, the Galveston-based

International Oleander Society invites visitors to its Oleander

Festival (April 30-May 1, 2005) at the Moody Gardens Visitor's

Center. Besides shopping for hard-to-find oleander cultivars,
nature-lovers can attend garden lectures, browse conservation-

related booths, and take guided strolls to observe birds and butter-

flies. Hands-on crafts appeal to kids.

For festival-goers, the learning and fun begin in the Visitor's

Center rotunda, where the first exhibit they encounter consists of

oleander-filled vases arranged by flower hue. The array includes

pink-and-white pinwheel-shaped blossoms ('Kewpie'), double red

flowers streaked with white ('General Pershing'), and pink blooms

flanked by yellow-and-green variegated foliage ('Mrs. Runge'i.

The sampling showcases up to 50 varieties offered for sale here,
many cf them propagated by society members in Moody Gardens'

greenhouses. "We offer oleanders common to Galveston, bu: not

BY DIANE MOREY SITTON

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

ROBERT MIHOVIL

Oleanders bloom at "Open Gates" (facing
page), the former Sealy family residence in
Galveston that now serves as a conference
center for the University of Texas Medical
Branch. At top, Heather Cooper of Baltimore
and her nieces Riley and Conner Kaufman
of Houston enjoy the John Harris Garden,
at 23rd Street and Broadway.

April 2005 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 61



Oijiande's have be utilied Galveston since island merchant Joseph Osterman brought them from
arnaicE in 1841. These blossoms grace a restored home at 1622 Ball Street.

-eadily available elsewhere," says society

vice president Eizabeth Head.

Among other estival offerings, some 20

Booths attract buyers and browsers with

-ict only oleanders, but also nature books

and native slants. Youngsters savor the

Kids' Krafts" sessions, where they con-

struct birdhuses, plant terrariums, mix

tpourri, design bookmarks, and watch

uppe: skits. Lectures offer tips and tech-

riques on g-owlng oleanders. Showing off

entries frorr two contests, a photo exhibit

and a floral-design display interpret this

year's theme, "The Colors of the Island."

Outside, in the Backyard Wildlife Hab-
Itat, the focus shifts from blooms to but-

-erflies. Here, Dn short, guided walking

-curs, visitors might observe Gulf Fritillary

butterflies sipping nectar from yellow lan-

-ana or Monarch caterpillars feeding on

milkweed. S me two dozen butterfly species

abound, inc ud-ng the Gray Hairstreak.

"I like this little butterfly's diversion

tactics," says Moody Gardens biologist

Lynne Ray. "The black eye-spots and an-

tenna-like tails on its hind wings lure

predators away from its head."

On guided birdwatching treks, sight-

ings of brown pelicans, laughing gulls,
royal terns, and other aquatic birds begin

as soon as you step outside the Visitor's

Center to the Bayou Terrace, which over-

looks Offatts Bayou.

"The green heron is a loner," notes

Galveston Audubon Society member

Barbara Rapstein, pointing to one of the

short, orange-legged birds. "It fusses at

you if you disturb it."

When the International Oleander

Society revived Galveston's fes-

tival some 16 years ago, it re-

invigorated a legacy of floral celebration

that began with the city's first oleander

fete, which took place in 1921.

But Galvestonians were smitten by olean-

7 p1
T 44

P1

In the Moody Gardens Visitor's Center, Pam Cater
of Kemah snaps a photo of an Agnes Campbell'
oleander, a variety that, unlike many other olean-
ders, has no strong perfume.

ders even before then. "When settlers land-

ed here, it was a treeless sandbar with wild-

flowers, grasses, and a few native shrubs,"

says Elizabeth Head. Gradually, palms, ba-

nana plants, catalpa trees, and other covet-

ed shade-making species reached Galveston.

"Joseph Osterman, a Galveston mer-

chant, brought oleanders here from

62 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2005



essentials GALVESTON'S OLEANDER FESTIVAL

- t

mina lHe of Lhe Island Dragon Puppet Theatre
and a perhaps-magic dragon named Puff enter-
tain Mallory Drummond of Spring.

Jamaica in 1841," Elizabeth continues.

Soon, Osterman's green-thumbed sister-
in-law, Mrs. Isadore (Amelia) Dyer, began
propagating the easy-to-grow shrubs and
giving them to neighbors. Eventually,
horticulturists dubbed this pink, vanilla-
scented cultivar the 'Mrs. Isadore Dyer.'

Today, a rendering of it adorns a large
flag raised at the City Hall each May to
signify "Oleander Month" in Galveston. A
Texas Historic Landmark medallion at the
former Sealy mansion, at 25th Street and
Sealy Avenue, denotes a stately oleander
stemming from Mrs. Dyer's original plants.

This fabled cultivar holds another dis-
tinction: "When a plant that descended
from Galveston's first oleanders poked
through the 1900 hurricane rubble and
bloomed, oleanders became a symbol of
Galveston's rebirth," explains Elizabeth,
referring to the catastrophic September 8

storm that remains the nation's worst nat-

ural disaster.

Following the hurricane-which prompt-

ed a seven-foot-average grade-raising of the
city and construction of a concrete seawall

-a beautification association blanketed
the city with this lovely native of Eurasia.

"Oleanders are tough, tough plants,"
says Moody Gardens director of gardens
John Kriegel. "They tolerate sun, wind,
salt spray, occasional freezes, even short-
term drought. When they are happy, they
flower profusely."

By 1908, the Galveston Tribune touted
the breathtaking floral displays as "em-
blematic" of the city. The prominent Sealy
family's interest in the showy flower in

the 1920s further linked oleanders and

Galveston.

THE 16TH ANNUAL OLEANDER FESTIVAL,
sponsored by the International Oleander Society
(IOS), takes place in Galveston Apr. 30-May 1,
2005, at Moody Gardens Visitor's Center. Hours:
Sat-Sun 10-5. Admission: Free. Wheelchair
accessible. (Note that two festival events occur
before the weekend events; see below.) For
information on the festival, membership, or
other IOS events, write to Box 3431, Galveston
77552; 409/766-1461; www.oleander.org.
Galveston's area code is 409.

Galveston lies 50 miles southeast of Houston
via 1-45. To reach Moody Gardens, take Exit 1A
to 61st St., turn right on 61st, and drive 1.5
miles to Stewart Rd. Turn right on Stewart, and
continue driving until Stewart merges at a "Y"
intersection with Jones Dr. Keep right, and drive
1.5 miles on Jones. At Hope Blvd., turn right,
and follow the divided pkwy. a half-mile into
the Moody Gardens parking lots.

Moody Gardens, at One Hope Blvd., opens at
10 a.m. every day of the year (closing time
varies seasonally). It offers educational and
entertaining environmental attractions, including
the 10-story, glass Rainforest Pyramid and the
12-story, blue glass Aquarium Pyramid. Some
20,000 plants and trees-including oleanders-
decorate the extensive grounds, gardens, and
pathways (wheelchair accessible). Call 800/
582-4673; www.moodygardens.org.

The IOS is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
education about and propagation of oleanders.
Members receive a newsletter, the Nerium News.
An IOS booklet, Oleanders-Guide to Culture
and Selected Varieties on Galveston Island, con-
tains oleander history, growing tips, cultivar de-
scriptions, and 43 color photographs ($10 at
the IOS festival booth, or write to the IOS; an
order form for this and other books can be
found online on the IOS Web site; see above).

Kicking off the Oleander Festival is an IOS fund-

"George Sealy Jr. and his mother,
Magnolia Willis Sealy, collected and
hybridized oleanders," says Elizabeth.
"They named new varieties after family
members and city notables."

It's easy to see why oleanders appealed
to the Sealys and other Galvestonians. The
species Nerium oleander boasts five-pet-
aled flowers resembling stars, pinwheels,
and buttercups. "Double" blooms mimic

roses. When present, fragrance simulates the

essences of vanilla, almond, and jasmine.

\ \\ To
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raising Dinner and Silent Auction (Apr. 28, 6-9
p.m.) in the Moody Gardens Convention Center's
Floral Ballroom (cocktails and bidding, 6-7 p.m.;
dinner and professional comedy entertainment,
7-9 p.m.). Purchase tickets ($35; $30 IOS
members) by calling 744-7860.

The Oleander Month Proclamation Ceremony
takes place Apr. 29 at 4 p.m. at the East End
Historic District's Darragh Park, 15th and Church
streets. Following the reading of a proclamation
designating May as "Oleander Month" in Galves-
ton, folks can attend a reception at the adjacent
"Cottage" with entertainment by the Mainland
Preparatory Academy Choir. Admission: Free.

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Galveston Island Tours offers 2-hour, guided
Island Oleander Tours (Apr. 30-May 1) that ex-
plore the oleander's legacy on the island while
visiting oleander-filled neighborhoods by van. A
stop at historic Ashton Villa (ca. 1859) is a high-
light. Hours: Sat-Sun 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Ad-
mission: $28, $26 age 62 and older and AAA
members, $12 age 18 and younger and students.
Reservations required. Call 765-8687 or 888/
425-8687; www.galvestonislandtours.com.

Note: Poison-contro/ experts warn that oleander
leaves and stems are poisonous and that limbs
should not be used to skewer meat for roasting.
Children in particular should be cautioned.

"'Turner's Flirt' is a real gem," says fes-
tival-goer and islander Barbi Noel, lauding

a pink-blooming dwarf oleander. "It smells
like Dubble Bubble gum." Hybridizer Ted
Turner Sr. of Corpus Christi labels this
plant his "brightest spectacular bloomer."

Despite the poisonous components of
the oleander plant (if ingested, it acts as a
toxin), the oleander's allure-and legacy-
trace to antiquity. The Greeks garnished
altars with oleander blooms to honor their

sea god Nereus (for whom the plant's
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Don't Mess with Texas

ME RC HANDISE

"T-shirt

(Shown in navy)

Mug Preshrunk, 100% cotton

#37123 . .. e80 (Gray is 90% cotton, 10% polyester)
Adult sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

Cap #38123, Navy.......$12.00, $17.00 XXL

Embroidered emblem #38125, Gray.......$12.00, $17.00 XXL
100% cotton, navy #38121, White.......$11.00, $15.00 XXL

Adjustable strap closure Youth sizes: S (6-8), M (10-12), L (14-16)
#38120.......$16.00 #38122, White.......$12.00

To order, call 1-800-839-4997
Or visit www.texashighways.com

You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop at 150 E. Riverside, Austin
Shipping and tax are additional. 5D52
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genus may be named). The Moors revered

the "delicate, voice-like music" conjured by

wind blowing through oleander branches.

The sun-worshipping plant has graced

Pompeii's murals, Thomas Jefferson's gar-

dens, and Vincent Van Gogh's canvases.

Today, the flower's legacy lives on as

one of Galveston's enduring symbols. As

Elizabeth Head observes in her poem

"Blossoms with the Past," it is a

Tenacious plant, holding firm

Against the freezing and the storm.

Lining the gardens and the streets,
Making a bower where friends meet.

"I grew up here, surrounded by olean-

ders," says Elizabeth. "To me, they are a

beautiful part of Galveston."

Once visitors see these lusciously-hued

blooms, smell the intoxicating fragrances,
and learn the flower's rich history, they

couldn't agree more. *

DIANE MOREY SITTON wrote about Hous-
ton's River Oaks Garden Club Azalea Trail in
the March 2004 issue of Texas Highways.

Photographer ROBERT MIHOVIL, a longtime
contributor to the magazine, is a Galveston
B.O.I. (Born on the Island).



IT'S EASY to request more

information from the advertisers

in this issue.

Simply locate the red reader

service number to the left of

the advertiser's name, and

circle the corresponding number

on the card at right-you can

request information from as

many advertisers as you wish.

REMEMBER to provide

your name and address,

and mail the postage-paid

card today. Or, log on to

www.texashighways.com

and request more information

online. For even faster

service, fax your card to

1-888-847-6035

PRODUCT ORDERS!

Order from our line of Texas-
themed products. We offer
unique, well-made products that
reflect the Lone Star State ...
and your good taste.

To order by phone, call

1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Mon-Fri 7am-10pm Central
Sat 8:30am-5pm Central

Visa - MasterCard e Discover
- American Express

Or visit
www.texashighways.corm
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Q Discover Q American Express
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Expiration date
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Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total

Product Total

Shipping & Handling (See ad for chart)
SUBTOTAL

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).
TOTAL

Product order must
include payment.

Credit card orders
are also accepted
by phone.

By state law,
shipping and
handling charges
are taxable
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PRIL F LOW E RS
FROM TEXAS HIGHWAYS PRODUCTS

Garden Flowers Nnth

.;

Scramble Squares:
Native American
Flowers
9 piece puzzle
For ages 4-104
Size: 12" x 12"
Proceeds help support
the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center

#37119.......$8.95

10 cards, 10 envelopes; 5 cards each of 2 designs
+M Size: 6" x 4%"

~' #35140.......$12.00

r0

*= Burst of Blooms T-Shirt
100% preshrunk, heavyweight cotton,
screen-printed
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

#38114.......$17.95

'V

Cooking with
Texas Highways

2005, 272 pages,
more than 250 recipes,

80 color photos, hardcover

#36137.......$24.95

Texas Beauties
Coffee Mug
Hand-painted stoneware
Made in Texas
Microwave and dishwasher safe

. Holds 13 ounces

#37112.......$12.95

/ .

Burst of Blooms Tote Bag
100% cotton, screen-printed
Size: 14" x 14/2"

#37111.......$16.95

Texas
Wildflowers

Poster '
Features 145

Texas wildflowers,
heavy, glossy stock,

includes a key
to identify flowers

Size: 18" x 24"

#32178.......$20.00

A Texas Highways
- exclusive item

To order, call 1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Or visit www.texashighways.com
You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop at 150 E. Riverside Drive, Austin

To order by mail, please send payment to
Texas Highways, PO Box 51564 Boulder, CO 80322-1564

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover accepted

Cards

U.S. SHIPPING & HANDLING
Up to$15.00 ...... $5.50 $110.01to $135.00 ..... 14.25
$15.01to $25.00 .... $6.50 $13501to $160.00 .... $16.75
$25.01 to $50.00 ........ $8.50 $160.01 to $200.00 ........ $18.00
$50.01 to $80.00 ....... $10.50 $200.01 and over .......... $20.00
$80.01 to $110.00 ...... $12.25
Shipping prices are per eaci address. Please allow up to 2 weeks for regular
U.S. delivery. Add $10.00 fcr Express Haidling (delivery within 3 business days
after receipt of your order). Express Hancling is not available for PC . Boxes or
outside the continental U.S.
For orders delivered outside the U.S., please add $12.00 to the U.S. S&H prices.
International shipping times vary.

SALES TAX
Sales tax is required by state law for mercLandise, shipping, and handling. Please add
8.25% sales tax to your final -otal for all orders shipped to Texas addresses.
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Featuring 
Willie Nelson,

Delbert McClinton, Clint
Black, Boz Scaggs, and more

#37120.......$14.95

Volume 2, 19 songs
Featuring Clint Black, The

Vaughn brothers, George
Strait, Joe Ely, and others

#37121.......$14.95

Vinta
Ceramic
Holds 1

#37118
60 Hikes within 60 Miles
San Antonio & Austin,
including the Hill Country
2004, 192 pages, 6" x 9"
paperback

#36132.......$15.95

A Salute to the Heroes of
Texas Swing

Music CD, 15 songs
Featuring Floyd Tillman, Johnny Gimble, Herb

Remington, Ray Benson and others

#37116.......$15.00
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usic CDs
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ludes songs from

s or songwriters tha
verse music styles
y to blues. Proceeds
as music education

E* 9
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G I FT
Off the Beaten Path

A Guide to Unique Places
6th Edition, 2005,

281 pages, 51/2" x 8"
maps, black-and-white

t illustrations, paperback

#36123.......$13.95
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Off the
Be -
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D n

Looking
for Texas

Puzzle
1,000 pieces

200 distinctive Texas
signs- each from a dif-

ferent county
Size: 24" x 30"

#37117.......$16.95

ge Texas Coffee Mug
microwave and dishwasher safe

5 ounces

....... $9.95
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Food Lover's Guide to Texas
Local specialties, shops, recipes,

restaurants, and more
2003, 249 pages

Black and white, paperback

#36131.......$14.95

To order, call 1-800-839-4997 (850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)
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FROM TEXAS HIGHWAYS

THE STARS AT NIGHT ..

- '-ir

Texas Wild Animals Note Cards
Designed by Texas artist Larry Lemons
8 cards, 8 envelopes, 2 cards each of 4 designs
Size: 6" x 41/4"

#35141.......$15.00

Davy Crockett
T-Shirt
100% preshrunk,
heavyweight cotton,
Screen-printed, navy
Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL

#38116.......$17.95

Stars at Night T-Shirt
100% preshrunk, heavyweight cotton,

screen-printed
Designed by Texas artist

Larry Lemons
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

#38118.......$17.95

Davy Crockett Cap
Color: Navy with white embroidery
Adjustable buckle strap

#38117.......$15.95

M( Wildflowers of Texas Puzzle
1000 pieces 24" x 30 finished size
Each flower labeled with both common
and botanical names
#37105...$16.95

Or visit www.texashighways.com 5D51
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WHEN I was growing up, my hometown was no more

famous than any other tiny, black dot on the Texas

road map. Nothing much of interest to visitors, except

the Playdium Swimming Pool, once the largest family-

owned pool in Texas (probably still is), or the rodeo

held every August. Folks passed West on their way to

Dallas or Austin with hardly a sideways glance.

That's all changed. West is now as pop- So what's

ular as the "Beer Barrel Polka." Last sum- changed over

mer, at the Sea of Happiness pub in Chi- the years that

cago, I overheard a couple mention a has put West

Czech town south of Dallas (they couldn't on the map ?

remember the name) that made the best Two things: the

fruit pastries they'd ever eaten. "That's Texas Legisla-

West," I informed them. "The pastries are ture's proclama

kolaches, and that's where I'm from." They lache Capital o

bought me a glass of wine and shared their invitation to c

peanuts. I felt like a celebrity. Westfest. Held

from the interstate and enjoy

tion of West as the "Ko-
f Texas," and the town's

celebrate its heritage at
every Labor Day week-

GOL FING. BOATING. SHOPPING.
You're on the right course.

Lake Lewisville is a magnet for nature lovers and outdcor

water sports enthusiasts. Surrounded by 9,000 protected

acres of natural beauty, Lake Lewisville spans 23,280 a:res

and has 233 miles of pristine shoreline. Boating, fishing,
hiking, camping and just plain-old fun in the sun is what

makes this a desirable destination. Come stay and play

If it's just for the weekend or for a sunny vacation, yoL're

on the right course.

LEWISVILLE
IV';ITORS z BUREAU

551 N. Valley Par.way
I .ewisville, Texas 75067

800.657.9571
972.436.9571

-- l.

FUN FINDS ALONG THE ROAD

their kolaches.

end (Sep. 3-4, 2005; www.westfest.com),
Westfest attracts thousands for two days

of polka music, dancing, and kolache eat-

ing. But you can sample the best of West

Escape To The Wilds Of

Glen Rose
"Dinosaur Capital of Texas"

N

" Barnard Mill Art Museum
" Brazos & Paluxy Rivers
" Creation Evidence Museum
" Dinosaur Valley State Park
" Fossil Rim Wildlife Center
" The Promise
" Somervell County Museum

And Much More!!
Named America s

Dream Town for 2004
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Kolaches aren't the only lip-smacking-good eats in West.

For example, Nemecek Brothers Meat Market has operated in

its original location since Easter Sunday 1896.

Al-

Nemeok LW,
Kathryn Ballew stands by, ready to fill your order.

anytime-just bring your appetite, and all over the w
take Exit 353 east off Interstate 35. emissaries from

Sitting right off the exit is the newest blocks down
bakery in town, That Czech Bakery, Bakery sits o
owned by members of my family. Don't Jimmy Kolace
be fooled by the Citco sign. Father and his aunt's boar
son Ronnie and Ryan Kaska added a ba- several varieti
kery to their convenience store and turn cherry, peach,
out between 200 and 600 kolaches a day. but try the p
"Although we're the new kids on the vorite by far.
block, we use my mom, Katie's, and my Kolaches a
aunt Hattie Kaska's old family

recipe," says Ronnie. Aunt Hattie WEST lies 17 miles north
still comes in to bake a few morn- state 35. For more inform
ings a week, along with Marcella the West Chamber of Con
Kaska (my mother). ovated MKT depot) at 30

A quarter-mile down the road, 123) 76691; 826-3188;

William Polk's Little Czech Bak- area code is 254.

ery is all but little. Open 24 hours BAKERIES That Czech B
and averaging 400 dozen ko- Czech Bakery (826-531
laches a day, it guarantees you a road; driving into downto

sweet, yeasty pastry at any time. and Bakery (826-3309)

Be sure and peruse the bakery's St.; across the railroad tr

gift shop for a "Life's a polka. (826-5151), at 108 E. 0

Let's dance." T-shirt. (826-5031), at 306 N. M

From the service road, turn OTHER EATERIES Also o

east onto Oak Street, and two Brothers (826-5182), 30

blocks down on the right, you'll American Restaurant (8

find the Ole Czech Smokehouse Wild West Steakhouse (
and Leo's Mexican Resta

and Bakery. New owners David N. Main. Czech American

Gerik and Jeannie Anderson not and Exit 351. West Pizza

only bake kolaches, bread, and 505 W. Oak St. There's al
cinnamon rolls, but they also at 209 S. George Kacir D
smoke some tasty meats like the

pork sausage used in

their sausage rolls. Made

with kolache dough, the

blend of savory and sweet

flavors is unforgettable.

Save room, though,
because you're just get-

ting started. Visit Georgia

Montgomery's Village

Bakery in historic down-

town West, where locals
have gathered for true

coffee kolache-ing since

1952. "Our guest book

has names of people from

world " says Georgia, "even

mthe Czech Republic." Two

on Main Street, Kolacek's
n the site where owner

k's father lived as a boy in

dinghouse. Kolacek's bakes

es of fruit kolaches (apple,
apricot, and pineapple),

rune version, a local fa-

ren't the only lip-smack-

of Waco on Inter-
ation, contact ,
mmerce (in the ren-
8 N. Washington (Box
www.westchamber.com. The

akery (826-5908) and Little
6) are along the I-35 service
wn, Ole Czech Smokehouse
is on the right, at 508 W. Oak
sacks are the Village Bakery
ak, and Kolacek's Bakery
lain St.

n Main St. are Nemecek
0 N. Main; Picha's Czech-

26-3008), 220 N. Main;
826-4474), 128 N. Main;
urant (826-5039), 306
II (826-3460) is at 1-35

House (826-3805) is at
so a Subway (826-3883)
r.
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ing-good eats in West. For example,
Nemecek Brothers Meat Market (West's

oldest family-owned business) has oper-

ated in its original location since Easter

Sunday 1896. Their sausages, hams, and

ring bologna are made from founder

Ernest Nemecek's original recipes. Ernest's

p

L sc" Downhome
A place where "Howdy" is more than a greeting...

it's a genuine

The Museum at the George Bush Presidential Li
Historic Downtown Bryan " Texas A&M Unive
Messina Hof Winery & Resort " Art Galleries
Golf and Recreation - Unique Shopping - Fa

BRYANCOLLEGE STATION
CONVENT ON A NDYV S ITO R S UEE A U

For Information Take a Trip To: or Call:
www.visitaggieland.com 800.777.8292

granddaughter and current owner, Cindy

Hobbs, has incorporated new curing

processes without losing the integrity of

her grandfather's recipes. "People who

used to live in West come in and ask if our

products taste like they did when they

were kids. When we pass out samples

spirit no one forgets!

library - Fine Dining
rsity
. Coffee Shops
sy Access

44

4 r

Picha's Czech-American Restaurant (top). down- 4

town on Main, has served authentic Czech fare
since 1980, while the Little Czech Bakery on the
1-35 frontage road is a p-pular stop for travelers.

/ . a

' i' n RM, /
Alldt

and watch our customers smile, we know

we've done well." Be sure and sample one

of the newer, more requested items, called

the hot chubby (a frankfurter made with

hot red peppers).

In the mood for a sit-down meal? Try

Picha's Czech-American Restaurant, lo-

cated in the old Royal Confectionary

building, where the Picha family has

served Czech fare since 1980. Stuffed cab-

bage rolls, sausage and sweet kraut on

rye, and chicken arnd dumplings are the

house specialties. Patsy and Albin Picha

have recently turned over the operation to

daughter Jenene and her husband, Kevin

Smart. But Patsy still comes in every

morning to bake h-r famous coconut,
chocolate, and lemon meringue pies.

Gloria Allen, owner of Wild West

Steakhouse (Palace Drugs back in 1911),
serves up home-style meals that will make

you weep. "We take pride in our sausage

and kraut sandwiches, but we grill some

darn good steaks using Black Angus

70 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2005
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Want a sit-down meal? Try Picha's Czech-American Restaurant,

where chicken and dumplings are among the specialties.
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popular competitions at Westfest

WESTFEST WELCOME Some 25,000 folks will
converge to celebrate all things Czech at West's
30th annual Westfest on Labor Day weekend
(Sep. 3-4, 2005), one mile south of town, on
Main Street, at the West Fair & Rodeo grounds.

The festival offers a merry mix of Czech food,
fun, culture, and dance, with a Miss Westfest
coronation, parade, polka Mass, kolache bak-
ing contest, and 5K fun run, not to mention
horseshoe- and washer-pitching, arts and crafts,
a carnival midway, Czech cultural demonstra-
tions, and a children's area with a Lego station,
puppet show, clowns, Dunking Sam, ring toss,
sandbox, and more. For details, call the West
Chamber of Commerce at 254/826-3188;
www.westfest.com; e-mail: info@westfest.com.

beef," says Gloria. Also on the menu are

southern-fried specialties such as catfish,
fried pickles, and frog legs.

Now, when folks approach my home-

town, they often take the time to stop.

The aroma of kolaches and pork saus-

age wafting across Interstate 35 is just

too irresistible.

story

Wha

you

Coun

betw

visit Brenham &
Washington County

We're;

What You're
Looking For!

Festivals
Wildflowers
Shopping
Fine Dining
Lodging
Miniature Horses
Outdoor Activities
Tours

tever you're looking for,
'11 find it in Washington
ty! Conveniently located
een Houston and Austin
on Highway 290.

For a FREE Visitor's Guide & Map
call toll-free 1-888-BRENHAM or visit

www.BrenhamTexas.com

Brenham Burton Chappell Hill Independence Washington

West native KATHLEEN KASKA wrote about the
"Crash at Crush" in the August 2003 issue.

Still craving kolaches? Don't

miss the recipe featured in our

Cooking with Texas Highways

book excerpt on page 57.
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Readers
RECOMMEND...
TIPS FROM OUR READERS

WE RECOMMEND The Ranch House in Glen
Rose as the best barbecue place in Texas.
Owned and operated by Ren and Roxana
("Rocky") Blanks and their sons Addison and
Hunter since the day it opened eight or nine
years ago, the restaurant prepares everything
from scratch. In addition to delicious barbecue,
they serve an incredible mesquite-grilled rib-
eye steak and Rocky's homemade desserts. It's
worth the trip just for the desserts!

JOHN AND PAIGE MARSH, Carrollton

The Ranch House is at 1408 NE Big Bend Trail,
just off US 67; 254/897-3441.

BUILT on a ranch near Kyle, Texas Old Town
resembles an old Western town. On the second
Friday of each month, they serve a great barbe-
cue dinner and have a live country-western band,
the Texas Old Town Wranglers, which plays
traditional c-w music and features a mother-
daughter singing team that sounds really good.
The rest of the time, Texas Old Town opens for

weddings and company
parties and gatherings. The
site has a petting corral
for kids, an archery range,
horseshoes, and a volley-
ball area. Our children love
it there. Check out this
special Texas place!

ED BULLOCK, Kyle

Texas Old Town (1205
Roland Lane in Kyle) also
hosts a Texas Old Town
Jamboree (opry) on the

Benno Deltz lets the good food roll at his Galveston restaurant, Benno's
Cajun Seafood.

first and third Fri. of every month. Call 512/
396-1800; www.texasoldtown.com.

BLACKENED oysters served at Benno's Cajun
Seafood in Galveston are worth writing home
about! A casual spot, Benno's specializes in such
Cajun dishes as crawfish 6touffe, jambalaya,
garlic crab, and shrimp gumbo. Their shrimp
dishes are delicious, as are the coleslaw and

E ST.1848
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APRIL 23RD &. 24TH

hushpuppies. You can also watch the Gulf waves
while you eat your tasty, reasonably priced food.

SABRINA O'CONNOR, Austin

Benno's Cajun Seafood (dine in or take out) is
at 1200 Seawall Blvd.; 409/762-4621.

DOUBLE Bayou Landing, a seafood restaurant
in Oak Island (south of Anahuac), offers dining
inside or outside on a deck overlooking Double
Bayou. They serve fried catfish that melts in
your mouth, a large "Sheral Special" platter
heaped with catfish, shrimp, stuffed shrimp,
stuffed crab, stuffed peppers, fries, and more.
We really enjoyed watching the boats pass back
and forth on Double Bayou. Take a look, too, at
the huge fishing lures displayed at the door.

FLO CHASTEEN, Palestine

Double Bayou Landing is at 224 Jackson St.,
Oak Island; 409/252-4340.

WHILE vacationing in Fort Davis recently, our
family and two others descended on Murphy's
Pizzeria for dinner. Friendly proprietor Mike
Murphy quickly got several tables put together
to accommodate us on his patio, and then pro-
ceeded to serve up scrumptious pizza, quiche,
huge Murphy salads, and more. The vegetarian
in our midst loved the vegetarian pizza, which
was topped with lovely veggies.

CHAD RUSSELL, Houston

Murphy's Pizzeria & Cafe is at the corner of
Texas 118 and Texas 17; 432/426-2020.

DURING a trip through Central Texas to cele-
brate our 50th anniversary, we spent a night in
Brady at the Best Western Brady Inn. That eve-
ning we dined at the Heart of Texas Depot Res-
taurant, where the hospitable owner, Mitch Van
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Horn, met us at the door. At this nice restaurant,
housed in a restored depot, we enjoyed our
dinners of chicken-fried steak, liver and onions,
and homemade rolls. Mr. Van Horn visited with
us and made our evening even more pleasant.

WOODY AND SHIRLEY COVINGTON, Snyder

Best Western Brady Inn is at 2200 S. Bridge
St., 325/597-3997; Heart of Texas Depot
Restaurant is at 505 N. Bridge St., 597-2283.

WHENEVER we visit our relatives at Sweet-
water, we eat at Big Boy's Bar-B-Que. They
serve the best pork ribs we've ever tasted, and
they make a great Key lime pie. Try them!

LEDDIE AND LINDA TAYLOR, Carrollton

Big Boy's Bar-B-Que is at 2117 Lamar St.;
325/235-2700.

AT LA CUEVA De Oso (The Bear Den),
a sign advertising "the cutest restaurant in
Balmorhea" brought us in, but it's the food that
keeps us coming back. The quaint stucco build-
ing with turquoise trim and strands of red chiles
[hanging from the porch eaves] boasts South-
western decor and music that complement the
excellent Mexican cuisine.
KIM McMAH ILL, Carlsbad, New Mexico

La Cueva De Oso is at 205 N. El Paso St.;
432/3 75-22 73.

THE NEW YORK Hill Restaurant in tiny
Thurber has good food, as well as great wait-
resses and atmosphere. The owners, Lesly and
Janis Mills, are often on site talking about the
history of Thurber, once a thriving town of
10,000 residents. There is a lookout area,
where a map of old Thurber indicates where
buildings once stood. Folks can sit and talk on
the porch, and kids can play on the expansive
lawn. Inside, photos of Thurber that hang on
the walls illustrate the town during the height

of its coal-mining and brick-making heydays.
Diners lucky enough to sit by the windows can
watch hummingbirds flit about feeders during
the season. And the very best thing? The hot
rolls! They are to die for.

TERESA DUDLEY, Saginaw

New York Hill Restaurant is just off 1-20, Exit
367, at Thurber, about 70 miles west of Fort
Worth (between Fort Worth and Abilene);
254/672-5848; www.thurbernewyorkhill.com.

I KNOW that many restaurants in Texas serve
great chicken-fried steaks, but I highly recom-
mend Double J Eatery in Victoria. You won't
leave hungry!

JERRY FORTENBERRY

Double J Eatery is at 8607 N. Navarro St.,
Ste. E; 361/570-7744.

RECENTLY, at the Kolache Depot Bakery in
Frisco, I bought some of the best cinnamon
rolls I've ever eaten. The kolaches, too, were
delicious.

ROY W. GILLETTE, Fair Oaks Ranch

The Kolache Depot Bakery, which offers a range
of baked goods, has several locations in North
Texas, including 4275 Legacy Dr., Ste. 300, in
Frisco, 972/370-1175, and its original site, at
2930 Justin Rd., Ste. 400, in Highland Village,
972/966-1464; other sites are in Ennis, Cop-
pell, Arlington, and McKinney. Check out www.
kolachedepot.com.

IF YOU KNOW OF A NOTEWORTHY LONE STAR AT-
TRACTION, RESTAURANT, EVENT, OR PRODUCT,
WRITE OR EMAIL: Readers Recommend, Texas Highways,
Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters05@texas
highways.com. Space constraints prevent us from publish-
ing every suggestion we receive. we reserve the right to
edit items. Because we're unable to check out every item
in "Readers Recommend," and because details can
change, please call ahead for more information.

The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
presents the U.S. Premiere of

h L dOutdoor Photography Exhibit
y March 10-April 27, 2005

HR'0. CLES
dollt-an otl ir sptiiog events,

4 oto www.wiidflower.org

Offer expires May , 2005

1,adar Bird] Jrrnu i

center
4801 La Crosse Avenue " Austin, Texas 78739

512/292-4200 * fax: 512/292-4627

A JURIED FINE ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW

MEMORIAL DAY
WEEKEND

Shop for Original
Texas Fine Arts & Crafts

* Great Food & Drinks

* Fantastic Music
& Entertainment

't Kids Activities

Fun for the
I Whole Family

F/iR HOt-JRS
Friday: 4-8 pmn
Saturday: 10-6 pm
Sunday: 10-6 pm
Monday: 10-4 pm

ADMISSION
Tickets are available at our website,A by phone, or at the gate.
\Mail: TACEF, Inc.

P. 0. Box 291527
\I#\V Kerrville, TX 78029-1527

Phone: (888) 335-1455

Web: WW.tacef.org for tickets,
review artists' work & scheduled events.

GEFINGTO THE FAIR
River Star Arts & Event Park - Hwy. 27 East,

3 miles East of Schreiner University.

EDaCAr+ ( U
EoaUCA'r1oAL FOUNOAYION
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Fun
FORECAST

We provide events and telephone numbers for next1 5 month, so that you'll have additional time to plan
your outings.

SOMETIMES DATES CHANGE after the magazine is

printed. Before you drive miles to an event, confirm the

date by calling the number listed next to the festivity or by

contacting the local chamber of commerce.

FOR DETAILS ON ANY DESTINATION IN TEXAS, CALL 800/452-9292 toll-free
from anywhere in the U.S. and Canada, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Central

Time. A travel counselor at one of the state's Travel Information Centers will pro-

vide travel information and routing assistance, send brochures, and advise you

of any emergency road conditions. MAY 2005

SEND EVENT INFORMATION to Fun Forecast, S M T W T F S

Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714- 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

1009; fax 512/486-5879. Submit information at 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
least three full months before the first of the month 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

in which the event will take place (for example, by 29 30 31

May 1 for August festivities). Space is limited, so we may not be able to print

every event. For a quarterly, more detailed schedule of events, write for a free

Texas Events Calendar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249.

See www.texashighways.com for an expanded Fun Forecast with descriptions of events.

1
EL PASO

Magoffin Home
State Historic Site

Spring Victorian Tea Party
915/533-5147

ODESSA
Lone Star Brass
432/563-0921

3
MIDLAND

Chorale Spring Concert
432/563-0921

5
ODESSA

Chorale Spring Concert
432/563-0921

5-7
MIDLAND

Permian Basin
Barbecue &
Chili Cookoff

432/238-1795

PRESIDIO
Spring Trail Ride
432/229-3416

6
DEL RIO

First Friday
Art Walk

830/775-0888

6-7
ODESSA

Relatively Speaking
432/550-5456

7
DEL RIO

Main Street Market
830/703-5388

MIDLAND
Warhawks &
Flying Tigers

432/563-1000

ODESSA
International
MusicFest

432/337-1492

SANDERSON
Cinco de Mayo

432/345-2935

7-8
DEL RIO

George Paul Memorial
Bull Riding

830/775-9595

13-15, 20-22
ODESSA

Number the Stars
432/550-5456

14
EL PASO

Stories of Spirits
915/533-5147

14-15
ODESSA

Depression Era
Glass & Collectibles Show

432/580-5800

28
PRESIDIO

Big Bend Ranch State Park
Solitario Tour

432/229-3416

30
MIDLAND

To Honor Those Who Served
432/563-1000

1
ALVIN

(began Apr 30)
Cinco de Mayo

281/331-2253

BEAUMONT
Boys' Haven

Crawfish Festival
409/866-2400

GALVESTON
(began Apr 30)

Oleander Festival
409/789-4250

(began Apr 29)
STOMP

409/765-1894

800-WACO-FUN
www.wacocvb.com

visitus@wacocvb.com

Exit 1-35 in Waco, a full

service rest stop that will fill

you up with history at the Texas

Ranger Museum, with adventure at

our award-winning Cameron Park Zoo,

with homemade soda at

Dr Pepper Museum, and

the original

with hospitality

when you stay the night at one of our

quaint B&Bs or hotels.

And, oh yes, we can fill
up your tank, too!

-OO w1>ere vtury i lve lh
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Cedar Park Convention & Tourism Bureau

www.cedarparkChamber.org/tourism



1
HOUSTON

(began Apr 30)
Houston International Festival

713/654-8808

(began Apr 22)
Houston International

Film Festival
713/965-9955

PASADENA
Peter and the Wolf
713/941-3332

SEABROOK
(began Apr 30)
Wooden Keels

& Classic Wheels
281/474-2511

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
(began Apr 30)

SPI Windsurf Blowout
800/SO-PADRE

SUGAR LAND
(began Apr 27)

Wine & Food Affair
281/491-0216

1-5

CORPUS CHRISTI
(began Apr 13)
Buccaneer Days
361/882-3242

1, 4, 7, 13, 15
HOUSTON
Falstaff

713/228-6737 or
800/626-7372

4-14
HOUSTON

Manzi:
The Adventures of

Young Cesar Chavez
713/315-2525

4-22
HOUSTON
Peter Pan

713/558-8887 or
888/558-3882

5-8
PORT NECHES

RiverFest
409/722-1170

or 722-9154

6
ORANGE
Contact

409/745-5535 or
800/828-5535

6-7
GALVESTON

Tommy Tune & the
Manhattan Rhythm Kings

409/765-1894

6-8
CRYSTAL BEACH

Texas Crab Festival
409/684-5940 or

800/386-7863

6-22
PASADENA

The Odd Couple
713/941-4636

6,8
HOUSTON

Romeo and Juliet
713/228-6737 or
800/626-7372

7
HARLINGEN

Jackson Street Market Day
956/423-4933

PASADENA
Bayou Boil

281/474-5221

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Red Chili & Salsa Cookoff

956/772-9305

VICTORIA
Noche en Mdjico
361/573-5277

WEST COLUMBIA
Moonlight & Roses

Viewing of the Gardens
979/345-4656

7-8
HOUSTON

St. Jude's Trail Ride
& Barbecue Cookoff
281/890-5500

ROCKPORT
Nautical Flea Market

361/729-1244

9
FU LTO N

Music at Fulton Mansion
361/729-0386

13
HARLINGEN

Chamber Golf Tournament
956/423-5440

HOUSTON
Pat Graney Dance Company

713/227-4SPA

13-14
GALVESTON

Yaga's Wild Game Cookoff
713/818-5507 or
888/425-4753

13-15
LAKE JACKSON

Picture Brazosport
Photo Contest

888/477-2505

13-15, 19-21
VICTORIA
Rumors

361/576-6277

13-15, 20-22
HARLINGEN

The Cuban Swimmer
956/412-7529

14
HOUSTON

Art Car Parade
713/926-6368

PASADENA
Strawberry Festival Parade

281/991-9500

RICHMOND
A Day in the Country

281/343-0218

WEST COLUMBIA
Brazoria County Bluegrass

979/265-4757

14-15
KEMAH

Spring Kids' Festival
281/334-9880 or

877/285-3624

PORT ARANSAS
Anglers on Wheels
210/637-8316

14,21
PORT O'CONNOR

Beachcombing & Shelling Tour
361/983-2215

15
BEAUMONT

Willie Nelson
409/838-3435

BROWNSVILLE
Pedal to Padre!
956/541-9712

15
GALVESTON

Galveston Symphony
Orchestra

409/765-1894

HOUSTON
Gulf Coast

GTO Car Show
281/890-5500

Polo Espafol &
International Paella Festival

713/622-7300

LA PORTE
Monumental Bug Bash

281/421-2475
or 479-2431

16
HARLINGEN

Masterworks Concert
956/427-3692

PORT ARANSAS
Songwriters Showcase

361/749-7334

20
VICTORIA

Victoria Country Opry
361/552-9347

20-22
INGLESIDE

Round Up Days
888/899-2906

PASADENA
Strawberry Festival
281/991-9500

PORT NECHES
Trade Days

on the Avenue
409/722-4023

20-29
BROWNSVILLE

Steel Magnolias
956/542-8900

21
ALVIN

Classic Car & Bike Show
281/331-3944

GALVESTON
Kids' Al-American

Fishing Derby
409/737-1222

LAKE JACKSON
Gordon's Birthday at

Sea Center Texas
979/292-0100

PORT ARTHUR
Golden Triangle

Cajun Celebration
409/736-3782

VICTORIA
Victoria Market Days

361/572-2767

21-22
KEMAH

Sandy Seaside Weekend
281/334-9880 or

877/285-3624

26, 28-29, JUN 3-5
HOUSTON

Houston Ballet
713/227-2787

27
PASADENA

Home Town Opry
281/479-4232

Prairie Night Ride
281/474-5221

27-30
ALVIN

Frontier Day
Cookoff & Concert
281/585-4013

28-29
FREEPORT

Memorial Day Regatta
979/233-2101

GALVESTON
Galveston Ballet
409/765-1894

ROCKPORT
Festival of Wines
361/729-1271

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Memorial Day Weekend

Volleyball
956/761-1235

28-30
PORT ARTHUR

S.A.LT. Fishing Rodeo
409/735-4488

1
AUSTIN

(began Apr 19)
Red, White and Tuna

512/469-SHOW

(began Apr 30)
Old Pecan Street

Spring Arts Festival
512/441-9015

(began Apr 29)
AVP Pro Beach Volleyball

Austin Open
310/426-8000

YM CO StO C

Come to Hizstoric
for Trade (Da

r11 3 3'

3 - - 2 C jr r

830-622-6532~ or-'
www.gonzalestcxas.com

1
AUSTIN

(began Apr 30)
Kathy Dunn Hamrick

Dance Company
512/891-7703

BANDERA
St. Stanislaus Parish

Festival
830/460-4712

BURNED
Breakfast

with the Birds
512/793-2223

CONCAN
(began Apr 26)
Nature Quest

800/210-0380

FREDERICKSBURG
Maifest Spring Concert

830/997-1966

MEDINA
(began Apr 29)
Outdoor Expo
830/589-7224

NEW BRAUNFELS
Mid-Texas Symphony
830/629-0336

UVALDE
(began Apr 29)

Our Town
830/278-4184

1-2
LAGO VISTA

(began Apr 29)
Hill Country Dayz

512/267-7952 or
888/328-5246

ona les
Is

April 2005 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 75

COWBOY CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

9addle up and ride to the beautiful Texas Hill Country
Where The Fun Never Sets.



Fun FORECAST
1-7

BULVERDE
(began Apr 21)

Happily Ever Laughter
830/438-2339

1-31

MASON
Historic Country Lanes

Wildflower Drive
325/347-5758

3-4
AUSTIN

Tower of Power
512/329-6753

5-7

SAN MARCOS
Viva! Cinco de Mayo

888/200-5620

5-14
INGRAM

Beyond Broadway
830/367-5121

5, 12, 26
BURNET

Devil's Waterhole Canoe Tour
512/793-2223

6-8
MASON

Wildflower Ride
325/347-5598

6, 13, 20, 27
BANDERA

Cowboys on Main
800/364-3833

7
AUSTIN

Barsana Dham Mela
512/288-7180

7
AUSTIN

Garden Tour
512/292-4200

CASTROVILLE
Historic Homes Tour/

Quilt Show
830/931-2133
or 931-2262

HENLY
Founders Day

512/459-6398

KYLE
Arts & Crafts Show

512/268-4220

MARBLE FALLS
Howdy-Roo Chili Cookoff

830/693-5502
or 693-2106

SAN SABA
VFD Cow Camp Cookoff

325/372-5386

WIMBERLEY
Market Day

512/847-2201

7-8
AUSTIN

Art of the Pot
Ceramics Studio Tour

512/329-9113

SAN MARCOS
Heritage Home Tours

888/200-5620

8
CEDAR PARK
Kids Triathlon

512/260-7800

GRUENE
Gospel Brunch with a Texas Twist

830/629-5077

10-Jun 10
WIMBERLEY

Pick Your Own Berries
512/847-6514 or
877/239-8305

12-15
MARBLE FALLS

Springfest
830/693-2815

13

AUSTIN
Strings Attached
with A.J. Croce

512/775-2371

LUCKENBACH
Marcia Ball

888/311-8990

13-14
FREDERICKSBURG
Intertribal Powwow
830/997-8925

13-15
BLANCO

Blanco County
Barrel Racing & Bull Riding

830/833-4418

Mayfest
830/833-1442

HONDO
Experimental Aircraft

830/426-3037

14

BURNET
Bluegrass in the Park

512/793-2223

01' Burnet Square
Market Days

512/756-4297

CASTROVILLE
Market Trail Day
830/741-3841

DRIPPING SPRINGS
Legends of Texas Swing

Music Festival
512/ 694-0874

FREDERICKSBURG
Founders Day Festival

830/997-2835

GEORGETOWN
Market Day

512/868-8675

JOHNSON CITY
Farmers & Artisans

Market Day
830/868-5700

or 868-7684

KERRVILLE
Second Saturday Art Trail

830/895-5184

14
NEW BRAUNFELS

Wine & Saengerfest
830/608-2100

OZONA
Shrimpfest

325/392-2837

WIMBERLEY
Garden Club Tour
512/847-2201

14, 28
BURNET

Concert in the Caverns
512/756-4680 or

877/441-2283

15
GRUENE

Americana Music Jam
830/629-5077

or 606-1601

LLANO
Lions Club Fish Fry

325/247-4823

19-22
SAN MARCOS

Special Olympics
Texas Summer Games

800/876-5646

20-21
WIMBERLEY

Art League
Studio Tour

512/847-2201

20-22
CASTROVILLE

May Days
830/931-4070

FREDERICKSBURG
Trade Days

830/990-4900 or
210/846-4094

21
BANDERA
RiverFest

800/364-3833

BLANCO
Classic Car Show
830/833-5348

Market Day
830/833-2211

or 833-0260

Motorcycle Poker Run
830/833-0995

CANYON LAKE
Market Day

830/964-3003

CASTROVILLE
Pioneer Day

830/931-2133

21
FREDERICKSBURG

Fredericksburg Saturday Night:
American Music in the

Texas Hill Country
830/997-2835

Native Scapes
Garden Tour

830/997-3011
or 997-7954

KERRVILLE
Celebration of Animals

830/367-3335
or 367-7722

SAN MARCOS
Texas Natural & Western

Swing Festival
888/200-5620

21-22
FREDERICKSBURG

Antique Show
830/995-3670

GRUENE
Old Gruene Market Days

830/832-1721

STONEWALL
Lavender Festival
830/644-2681

26-28
KYLE

Summerfest
512/268-5341

26-Jun 12
KERRVILLE

Kerrville Folk Festival
830/257-3600

27-28
AUSTIN

Pink Martini
512/476-6064 or

888/462-3787

FREDERICKSBURG
Crawfish Festival

830/997-8515 or
866/839-3378

27-29
BANDERA

Cowboy Capital Pro Rodeo
830/796-7207

KERRVILLE
Hill Country Quilt Guild Show

830/995-2122

Texas Masters
of Fine Arts & Crafts

214/328-6382

27-30
BANDERA

Spring Trail Ride
830/393-7037

or 796-4413

For more information contact the Cleburne Chamber of Commerce af ci
E-mail: info@cleburnechamber.com or visit our website at www.cleburnec
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27-30
KERRVILLE
Texas State

Arts & Crafts Fair
830/896-5711

27-29, Jun 3-4, 10-11
WIMBERLEY

Star of the Hills
512/847-6969

28
BANDERA

Funtier Day Parade
800/364-3833

LEAKEY
Friends of the

Real County Library
Cowboy Breakfast
830/232-5199

28-29
BANDERA

Arts & Crafts Show
800/364-3833

LUCKENBACH
150th Birthday Celebration

888/311-8990

30
FREDERICKSBURG

Memorial Day Program
830/997-4379

OZONA
Memorial Day Ceremony

325/392-1321

5-22
AMARILLO

Jesus Christ Superstar
806/355-9991

6
ABILENE

Taste of Texas
325/677-8389

LUBBOCK
First Friday

Art Trail
806/762-8606

6-7
AMARILLO

Greater Southwest
Music Festival

806/373-5903

ELECTRA
22nd Annual

Goat Barbecue
940/495-3577

LUBBOCK
Lubbock Symphony Orchestra

806/762-1688



6-8
CROWELL

Cynthia Ann Parker Days
940/684-1355

7
ABILENE

Philharmonic Concert
325/677-6710 or
800/460-0610

COLORADO CITY
Lake Colorado City Bike Tour

325/728-3931

TUSCOLA
Spring Fling

325/572-3204

WICHITA FALLS
KFDX Kidsfest

940/691-0003

Wrangler Barrel Classic
940/855-8999

7-8
ABILENE

American Radio Relay League
Ham Fest

325/676-6211

SAN ANGELO
Crafts Guild Spring Fling

325/650-1816
or 468-0018

7-8, 21-22
SWEETWATER

West Texas
Rodeo Association
325/235-3484

9
BROWNWOOD

Chamber Golf Scramble
325/646-9535

12
ABILENE
Artwalk

325/677-8389

12-14
ABILENE

Western Heritage Classic
325/677-4376

13-14
THROCKMORTON

World Championship
Rocky Mountain
Oyster Festival

& Barbecue Cookoff
940/849-3170

13-15
FLOMOT

Flomot Bluegrass Festival
806/469-5278

or 269-1578

SAN ANGELO
U.S. Team Roping
Championships
325/653-7785

13-15, 20-22, 27-29
LUBBOCK

The Hot L Baltimore
806/ 749-2416

14
ALBANY

International Museum Day
Art Carnival

325/762-2269

AMARILLO
Wildcat Bluff Nature Center

Western Heritage Day
806/352-6007

COLEMAN
Bass Tournament
325/625-2163

JACKSBORO
Wildflower Tour

940/567-3506

14
LUBBOCK

International Museum Day
806/742-2432

WICHITA FALLS
Women's Pro Rodeo

940/716-5500

14-15
SWEETWATER

Big Country
Cutting Horse Show

325/235-5488

20-21
SANTA ANNA

Funtier Days & Bison Cookoff
325/348-3535

or 348-3826

21
BRONTE

Fort Chadbourne Days
325/743-2555

COLORADO CITY
Lake Colorado City

HydroBike Race & Relay
325/728-3931

GRAHAM
Art Splash on the Square

800/256-4844 or
866/549-0401

JACKSBORO
Car Show

940/845-2515

PLAINVIEW
Pioneer Roundup
806/293-8283

25-28
ABILENE

NCAA Division II
Track & Field Championships

325/674-2711

26-Jun 4
ABILENE

Original Team Roping
World Finals

325/677-4376

27-29
SAN ANGELO

NCHA Cutting Horse Series
325/653-7785

28
JACKSBORO

Fort Richardson Victorian Tea
940/567-3506

28-29
SWEETWATER
Curtis Barnett

Memorial Barrel Racing
325/235-3484

29
MINERAL WELLS

Cowboy
Campfire, Music & Poetry

940/328-1171

31-Jun 5
ABILENE

Early Ford V-8 Club
of America Tour
325/692-7967

PINEY WOODS

1
CONROE

Tradin' Days
936/597-6860

JEFFERSON
(began Apr 29)

Battle of Port Jefferson
903/665-2672

(began Apr 27)
Diamond Bessie Murder Trial

903/665-6075

1
JEFFERSON

(began Apr 29)
Historic Pilgrimage
& Spring Festival

800/490-7270 or
888/467-3529

1-31
HENDERSON

(began Apr 15)
East Texas Wildflower Tour

866/650-5529

5
HUNTSVILLE

Cinco de Mayo
936/295-0223

5-8
MONTGOMERY

Del Lago
Cinco de Mayo Weekend

713/937-3212

7
HUNTSVILLE

Airing of the Quilts
936/294-9496 or

800/289-0389

LIVINGSTON
May Day Art Walk
936/327-3656

TEXARKANA
Spring Wine Tasting

903/793-4831

TYLER
Susan G. Komen
Race for the Cure
903/561-6992

WECHES
Missions in East Texas

936/687-2394

7, 14, 21, 28
SHENANDOAH

Music on the Plaza
at Portofino

800/207-9463

11-14
JASPER

59th Annual
Lions Club Rodeo
409/384-3463

12
GOLDEN

Sweet Potato Festival
Kids Farm & Ranch Day

903/765-2444

12-14
CROCKElT

44th Annual
Crockett Lions Club

PRCA Rodeo
936/546-2265

MINEOLA
Choo Choo Chili & Beans

Festival
903/569-2087

13-14
MOUNT PLEASANT
Moonlight Jubilee

& Outhouse Races
903/572-8567

13-15
LIVINGSTON
Trade Days

936/327-3656

13-15, 20-22
NACOGDOCHES
West Side Waltz
936/564-8300

14
KIRBYVILLE

Texas Country Music Show
409/423-5744

14
MARSHALL

Stagecoach Day
903/935-7868

TYLER
Spring Home Garden Tour

903/586-3776

14-15
TYLER

Texas Guitar Festival
903/581-1954

20
CONROE

Conroe Symphony Orchestra
936/ 760-2144

20-21
HUGHES SPRINGS

Cass County Treasure Trails
903/639-2351

LONGVIEW
Bull Bash Tour

903/663-9800
or 297-6540

20-22
TYLER

Tyler Market Center
903/595-2223

21
GILMER

Cherokee Rose Festival
903/843-2413

26-28
TEXARKANA

RV Music Park
Bluegrass Festival
903/255-0247

or 277-3746

28
KIRBYVILLE

Veterans Memorial Day
Program

409/423-3667

MOUNT PLEASANT
Pilgrim Bank Charity Fun Run

903/575-2158

RUSK
Starlight Steam Train

Excursion
800/442-8951

TYLER
Wildflower Hike
903/597-5338

1
ADDISON

(began Apr 7)
Enchanted April
972/450-6232

ARLINGTON
(began Mar 31)

Always, Patsy Cline
817/275-7661

(began Apr 28)
UT-Arlington

Spring One-Act Play Festival
817/272-2669

BELTON
(began Apr 30)

Sami Arts & Crafts Show
512/441-7133

BRENHAM
(began Apr 28)

Barefoot in the Park
979/830-8358

CALDWELL
4-H Wrangler Rodeo

979/567-2308

CHAPPELL HILL
(began Apr 29)

Birdfest
979/836-5967

d

Discover the Texas Hill Country's
super year-round attraction, the City
of Boerne. Close to San Antonic,
Boerne is home to great shopping,
dining, overnight accommodations
and much more. a

800.842.8080

April 2005 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 77

J .a

-A

f;



Fun FORECAST < V

N 

GI N,:

®

1
DENTON

(began Apr 29)
25th Annual

Denton Arts & Jazz Festival
940/565-0931

FORT WORTH
(began Apr 28)

Mayfest
817/332-1055

GONZALES
(began Apr 30)
Springfest Tour

of Historic Homes
830/672-6532

IRVING
Polo on the Lawn
214/373-8855

LEXINGTON
(began Apr 28)

40th Annual Homecoming
979/773-4337

NAVASOTA
(began Apr 30)
Heritage Days

936/825-6600

RICHARDSON
(began Apr 22)

Clue, The Musical
972/690-5029

Musical Nova
& Voices of Change

972/883-2787

WACO
(began Apr 29)

Drag Boat Races
254/756-6687 or

512/990-1132

WEATHERFORD
(began Apr 29)

First Monday
Trade Days

817/598-4124

1-7
IRVING

(began Apr 22)
Ragtime

972/252-ARTS

1-11, 19-21
ATHENS

On Golden Pond
903/675-3908

1-30
WAXAHACHIE
(began Apr 9)

Scarborough Faire
Renaissance Festival

888/533-7848

2
GIDDINGS

Country Music Monday
979/366-9341

4
IRVING

Lone Star Youth Orchestra
Concert

972/252-ARTS

5
BRYAN
Saveur

French Classics:
A Cooking Party
979/778-9463

MIDLOTHIAN
Spring Fling

972/723-8600

WESTLAKE
Tin Roof Tango

817/283-3406

5-8
WEIMAR

Gedenke! Festival
979/725-9511

5, 12
WESTLAKE

Masterworks Music Series
817/490-5736

6
SEGUIN

Lions Carnival
830/401-2448

or 379-6382

6-7
BRENHAM

115th Annual Maifest
979/836-3695 or

888/273-6426

6-8
GLEN ROSE

Texas State Mountain &
Hammer Dulcimer Festival

254/897-2321

TEMPLE
Central Texas Air Show

512/869-1759

6-15
ARLINGTON
Footloose

817/265-8512

6-22
DENTON

The Secret Affairs
of Mildred Wild
800/ 733-7014

6, 13, 20, 27
TEMPLE

Temple Square Midday Melodies
800/479-0338

6-7, 13-14, 20-21, 27-28
GRANBURY

Granbury Live
Nostalgia Concerts
817/573-0303 or
800/989-8240

7
ATH ENS

Cinco de Mayo Festival
888/294-2847

BASTROP
Senior Citizens Center

Quilt Show
512/321-7907

BRYAN
Derby Day

979/779-6100

WalkAmerica
979/846-3470

CALDWELL
Burleson County

Cinco de Mayo Festival
979/567-4494

CLEBURNE
Cinco de Mayo

Parade & Celebration
817/645-2455

COLLEGE STATION
Brazos Valley Chorale

979/696-2787

COOPER
Wildflowers of

the Blackland Prairie
903/395-3100

CORSICANA
Corsicana Opry
903/872-8226

DECATUR
Courthouse Square

Cruise Night
940/627-2741

ELGIN
Market Day

512/281-2477

FARMERSVILLE
Farmers Market
972/784-6846

7
HOWE

Founder's Day/
Auto, Truck & Bike Show

903/532-5533

LA GRANGE
Fly-In

979/242-4056

MESQUITE
Mesquite Symphony

972/216-8127

RICHARDSON
Chamber Music Concert

972/385-7267

SEGUIN
MayDay! Celebration

830/379-4833

Wheels Around the Square
Car Show

830/401-2448
or 379-6382

7-8
BOWIE

Second Monday Trade Days
940/872-1173

RICHARDSON
Cottonwood Art Festival

972/744-4580

7, 21
CEDAR HILL

Blooms of Spring
Wildflower Walk
972/291-5940

or 291-3900

7, 14, 21, 28
COLUMBUS

Columbus Opry
979/732-9210

8
RICHARDSON

Richardson Community Band
Concert

972/744-4650

10
COLLEGE STATION

El Vaquero
979/691-4015

10-15
DALLAS

Miniature Mayfest
972/239-7013

11-15
IRVING

EDS Byron Nelson
Golf Championship

972/717-1200

12
ADDISON

Food, Wine & Chocolate
Showcase

800/233-4766

ARLINGTON
A Tranquil Texas Tribute

817/385-0484

GONZALES
Pioneer Village

Country Music Show
830/672-6532

12, 14
WACO

The Marriage of Figaro
254/752-9797

13-14
FORT WORTH

Texas Frontier Forts Muster/
Quanah Parker

Comanche Powwow
817/336-8791

GLEN ROSE
Bluegrass Picnic
254/897-2321
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13-15
ADDISON

Taste Addison
800/233-4766

FORT WORTH
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra

817/665-6000

GIDDINGS
Wildfire Motorcycle Rally

979/540-2721

RICHARDSON
Flight of the Fairy Tale:

Salute to
Hans Christian Andersen

972/744-4650

WEATHERFORD
The Man Who Came to Dinner

817/341-8687

14
ANDERSON

Stagecoach Days
936/873-2633

BASTROP
Pine Street Market Days

512/303-6233

BRIDGEPORT
Butterfield Stage Days

940/683-2076

CLIFTON
Syttende Mai

254/622-3395

COLUMBUS
Rolling Hills Bike Challenge

979/732-8385

DUBLIN
Classic Car Show
817/797-1197

FORT WORTH
Making Tracks for Celiacs
5-K Race/1-Mile Fun Run

817/596-8491

IRVING
A Tranquil Texas Tribute

972/252-ARTS

Las Colinas Symphony
Orchestra

972/252-ARTS

LA GRANGE
Spring May Fest

979/968-9399 or
888/785-4500

PALESTINE
Palestine Opry

800/659-3484

SHINER
Shiner B.A.S.H.

Bike
Austin-San Antonio-Houston

713/867-3256

SOUTHLAKE
Southlake Community Band

817/283-3406

14-15
DALLAS

Safari Days
214/670-6826

FRISCO
Red River Challenge

713/867-3176

GRANBURY
A Garden Palette
817/579-3280

GRAND PRAIRIE
Cajun Festival

972/647-2331

WACO
Gem & Mineral Show

254/666-4077

14-15, 28-29
STEPHENVILLE
Chicken House

Flea Market
254/968-0888



16
LA GRANGE

Fayette County
Country Music Opry

979/968-5117

16-22
FORT WORTH

Colonial Golf Tournament
817/927-4280

19-21
GIDDINGS
Lee County

Fair & Rodeo
979/540-2720

or 540-2721

19-21, 26-28
BRYAN
Proof

979/823-4297

20
FORT WORTH
Herb Festival

817/488-7262

WEIMAR
Garden Club

Home Tour
979/725-6631

20-21
MADISONVILLE

Barbecue Cookoff
936/348-3591

WAXAHACHIE
Lions Club Grand Prix

972/938-9617

20-22
COLUMBUS

Live Oak Festival
979/732-8385

GRAPEVINE
Main Street Days

Festival
817/410-3185

RICHARDSON
Grease

972/744-4650

Wildflower!
Arts & Music Festival

972/744-4580

20-Jun 5
FORT WORTH
Van Cliburn
International

Piano Competition
817/335-9000

21
CEDAR HILL

Old-Time Baseball,
1860s Style

972/291-3900

CHRIESMAN
Live Music Jam

979/567-0573

COLLEGE STATION
Kidfish Family Festival

979/764-3486

COLUMBUS
Social Security

979/732-5135 or
877/444-7339

COMANCHE
John Wesley Hardln Days

325/356-9558

DECATUR
J.W. Hart

Professional Bull Riding
940/627-8767

FORT WORTH
Bird Mart

817/478-8320

HICO
Texas Steak Cookoff

800/361-HICO

21
IRVING

Irving Chorale
972/252-ARTS

KINGSBURY
Vintage Air Fair & Fly-In

830/639-4162

LA GRANGE
Bear Creek Concert

979/249-2519

MARLIN
Wood Street

Blues Festival
254/803-6246

PARIS
Antique Tractor Show

903/784-7182

21-22
COLUMBUS

Antiques Show
979/865-5618

21-26
GRAND PRAIRIE

Riverdance
214/373-8000 or
972/647-5700

21-30
COLLEGE STATION

NCAA Division I
Men's Tennis Championships

979/845-2311 or
888/992-4443

22
COLUMBUS

Greg Lundgren
5-K Run

979/732-8385

23
LOCKHART

Lockhart Opry
512/281-3854

24
IRVING

New Philharmonic Orchestra
972/252-ARTS

24-Jun 5
DALLAS

Peter Pan
214/421-5678

25
KELLER

Emerald City Band
817/283-3406

25-29
IRVING

Southwest
Equestrian Classic
972/869-0600

26
BEDFORD

David Carr Jr. Jazz
817/283-3406

26-Jun 19
ADDISON
Living Out

972/450-6232

27
ATHENS

Texas Fiddlers Contest
& Reunion

888/294-2847

27-28
DALLAS

Hot Latin Nights with
Jeff Tyzik & the Mambo Kings

214/692-0203

27-29
ENNIS

National Polka Festival
972/878-4748

27-30
ADDISON
ArtFest

800/233-4766

27-Jun 11
IRVING

The Unvarnished Truth
972/252-ARTS

28
GONZALES

Courthouse Trade Days
830/672-6532

GRANBURY
Classic Car Show
817/797-1197

RICHARDS
Founders Day

936/851-2259

28-29
ELLINGER

May Festival
979/378-2311

McMAHAN
Sacred Harp Singing

512/398-6075

28, 31-Jun 4
GRAND SALINE

Salt Festival
903/962-5631

29
BRYAN

Memorial Day Picnic
& Free Concert
979/778-9463

FORT WORTH
Lone Star Rail Fair
817/732-2117

HALLETTSVILLE
Sacred Heart Parish Picnic

361/798-5888

30
DALLAS

Dallas Symphony
Memorial Day Concert

at Flagpole Hill
214/692-0203

DEN ISO N
Girls & Boys Club
Taste of Texoma
903/465-9008

Memorial Day Parade
903/465-1551

WESTLAKE
Decoration Day
817/490-5736

1

BIG WELLS
Cinco de Mayo

830/457-2218

CARRIZO SPRINGS
(began Apr 29)
Fiesta Nopalitos
830/876-5211

MISSION
(began Mar 31)

World Birding Center
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley

State Park
Hawk Migration
956/585-1107

SAN ANTONIO
(began Apr 30)

A Celebration of Dance
210/351-7787

Children's Chorus of
San Antonio Spring Concert

210/826-3447

(began Apr 30)
Cinco de Mayo

210/207-8600

3

THREE RIVERS
Brush Country Music Jamboree

361/786-3334

6
CARRIZO SPRINGS

Cinco de Mayo
830/876-5237

6-7
GOLIAD

Cinco de Mayo Celebration
361/645-2149

or 575-6408

6-8
FALFURRIAS

Fiesta Ranchera
361/325-3333

7
BEEVILLE

Market Day
361/358-3267

TU LETA
Three Rivers Trade Day

361/375-2558

7-8
SAN ANTONIO

Texas Bach Choir & Collegium
210/828-6425

12
LAREDO

250th Anniversary Celebration
Founders Day
Banquet Gala

956/795-2350 or
800/361-3360

PEARSALL
Potato Fest

830/334-9414

14
GOLIAD

Market Day
361/645-3563 or
800/848-8674

LAREDO
250th Anniversary Celebration

Founders Day
Downtown Parade
956/795-2350 or
800/361-3360

15
LAREDO

250th Anniversary Celebration
Founders Day

956/795-2350 or
800/361-3360

Webb County
Heritage Foundation

Historical Play
956/795-2350 or

800/361-3360

20
SAN ANTONIO

Maifest
210/222-1521

21-22
SAN ANTONIO

Fiesta de Verano
210/351-7787

22
SAN ANTONIO

Charreada
210/532-0693

27-30
SAN ANTONIO
Memorial Day

Arts & Crafts Fair
210/227-4262

28-30
SAN ANTONIO

Return of the Chili Queens
210/207-8600

1A 1 I /_\ ipW.U

Take Time to Stop

and Tour the Flowers!
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TIMELY TRAVEL TIDBITS

but must pay a nominal fee beginning April 1.
For more information about Tengointernet's
wireless service, call 512/750-4979. For
overnight camping reservations at a state park,
call TPWD, 512/389-8900. For general state

park information, call 800/792-
1112; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

5Anm Lmie m el SuiT Ir N tNt Several state parks, including Blanco
State Park (above), now offer wireless nternet service.

PARKS GO WiFi Since Tx
ON JANUA RY 1, THE TEXAS PARKS AND Texas" cam
Wildlife Department and the company Tengo- aligned it w
Internet began a pilot program :o offer wireless Texas Beaut
Internet ser ce in five state parks. WiFi (short lem has de
for wireless deity) allows users to access a cent since
high-speed Internet connection, send and pieces of li
receive email nessages and irr ages, and surf ways each
the Web. $35.5 milli

Tengointeret service in its test run is avail- A percent
able at Choie Canyon State Park, Blanco products go
State Park, Balmorhea State Park, Goose chase DMW
Island State Paik, and Ray Roberts Lake State going onlin
Park. Park vis tors who have personal comput- visiting the
ers eqJipped 'vi-h wireless capabilities can use Riverside D
the service free during the promotional period, can learn

IT'S OFFICIAL!
DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS!
A great slogan. You've seen it.
You've heard it. Now you can
wear it...officially.

The popular litter-prevention
message, adopted in 1986 by
the Texas Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT) as part of its
campaign to reduce littering
along the state's highways, now
emblazons official "Don't Mess
with Texas" T-shirts, caps, and
travel mugs. This is the first time
the program has offered its own
"Don't Mess with Texas" mer-
chandise.

DOT began the "Don't Mess with
paign almost 20 years ago and
ith the Adopt-a-Highway and Keep
iful programs, the state's litter prob-
creased measurably (some 52 per-
1995 alone). Even so, one billion
tter still accumulate on state high-

year, costing Texas taxpayers some
on in annual cleanup expenditures.
age of the price you pay for DMWT
es toward fighting litter. You can pur-
T items by calling 800/839-4997,
e at www.texashighways.com, or
Texas Highways gift store, 150 E.

r., Austin (call 512/486-5899). You
more, and order items, by calling

w
ENNIS...

We'lput a smile in your heart! I
Just 25 minutes south of Dallas on I-45 at Exit #251B

888/366-4748 - visitennis.org

MICHAEL A N

80 TEXAS HIGH NYS April 2005

512/392-6090; www.dontmesswitttexas.org
or www.dontmesswithtexasproducts.com.

GOODIES ABOUT OLDIES
TWO LONGTIME FAVORITES ON THE
North Texas restaurant scene have made
news recently. The Gentry family, owners of
Kincaid's, a Fort Worth hamburger institution
(4901 Camp Bowie Blvd; 817/732-2881) for
almost 60 years, announced they will open a
sister eatery in late March or early April in
Southlake (at 100 N. Kimball Ave.), northeast
of Fort Worth.

Kincaid's, which began as the Charles Kincaid
Grocery and Market in 1946, serves what many
burger connoisseurs and food critics deem the
best hamburger in Texas, if not in the nation. The
new Southiake site will replicate the original
restaurant's Spartan atmosphere and will serve
burgers built from Kincaid's celebrated, but
basic, recipe-eight ounces of the best fresh-
ground U.S. boneless chuck available, grilled to
perfection and served with the usual trimmings.

In Waxahachie, diners have returned in
droves to tuck into the tasty "catfish, Cajun, and
cown hcme cookin'" at popular Catfish Plan-
tation, which closed for almost a year after a
damaging fire. Billed as "Waxahachie's spirited
restaurar't' the eatery claims fame in the spec-
tral as well as the culinary realm. The moniker
refers to the (perceived) presence of three
ghosts: Caroline, Elizabeth, and Will. Each ghost
has a history connected with the site, and each
has reportedly been sighted here periocically
though the years. After the fire, the ghosts,
through a medium, advised owners Tom and
Melissa Baker that they supported the Bakers'
efforts to rebuild the house, which had stood on
the site since 1895. Today, the Bakers say the
folksy phantoms-never threatening, appearing
unpredictably-still haunt the premises. And as
before, diners continue to enjoy their savory
meals with gusto. Catfish Plantation is at 814
Water St.; call 972/937-9468; www.catfish
plantation.com.

An expanded READERS RECOMMEND begins on page 72.
For more TexCetera items, see "Travel News' on
our Web site: www.texashighways.com.

Next month...We escape to the

saltwater splendor of Padre Island National
Seashore, discover the towns and treasures
oa Nueces Canyon, and stroll through histo-
ry at the legendary King Ranch and the LBJ
State and National Historical parks.

1



M
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wind

SPRING'S WILDFLOWERS provide not just a visual cornucopia for us humans,
but a literal one for myriad species, inclucing bees, birds, butterflies, and

more. Of course, while we're savoring the sights and smells of wildflowers

for pleasure, honeybees are working-the bees frcrn an average hive will

collect some 66 pounds of pollen per year.
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