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If only the could talk...
1HE FOOT WARMER

BY ANNE MCGAUGH

We often wish items in the museum collection could tell us their stories and share with us what they have seen over time. Justfor a moment,

let's pretend that it IS possible, and listen to this foot warmer bring history to life...

rrrr! It is so cold this morning! I have been outside all
night long, resting on the floor of Farmer Jones' wagon!

I wish he would hurry up and come get me! My tin sides

get really cold at night!

Oh! I think I hear the door opening! Alas, it is Mrs.Jones coming
to gather the eggs. She isn't even looking towards the wagon! She
is in a hurry to get back inside and cook breakfast for the family. I

guess I will have to wait a little longer.

Let me tell you why Farmer Jones made me. The family had

traveled to Texas all the way from Kentucky in a covered wagon.
It was June, and they were surprised how hot

it was here in Texas. Little Mary was just

a wCe onc and shC had a hard timc

breathing in the heat of the day. Her

face was always red and she was

easily tired. Farmer Jones wondered

if he had made a mistake bringing his
family to Texas.

"If we can just make it until winter,"

he told his wife. "Surely this heat

will subside!"

144

aw,

stifling hot. Farmer Jones thought, "I can't take another day of
this miserable heat." Then he looked up at the sky and saw a

dark, ominous row of clouds in the northern sky. They were

moving towards him very quickly. He ran to the house and

called for his wife!

"Martha! Come quick! The sky is turning black! What can it mean?

What should we do?"

Just then, the wind shifted directions and a blast of cold air hit his
face! He looked at his wife and saw a look of wonder in her eyes. In

a matter of minutes, the temperature dropped twenty degrees and

a wonderful cold breeze cooled their skin.
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Well, he got his wish. On the last day of
October, a blue norther rolled in! Farmer

Jones had never experienced anything like

it before. At first, the air was very still and

Winter had arrived in an instant!

By morning, there was ice in the trough.

"I am not prepared for this," thought

Farmer Jones. "It has been hot for so

long, I hadn't imagined it could turn

cold so quickly!"

And that was when my life began!
Farmer Jones gathered some pieces

of wood and tin. He punched holes
in the tin and shaped it into a box,

placing a piece with no holes on the

bottom. Then he carved a frame out

of wood, carefully fitting the pieces

together around the tin, and attached

- Continued on next page -
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a handle to the top so I could be carried.

When finished, Farmer Jones placed some

hot coals inside me, and the heat from the

coals escaped through the holes to provide

some comfort to the family. Mrs. Jones

was especially happy to carry me with her

whenever she went for a ride in the wagon.

She could place her feet on top of me and I

would keep her toes toasty and warm!
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But wait, who is that coming?'The door

to the house is opening! It is Farmer

Jones! He is walking straight towards the

wagon...and me! At last! He lifts me

up and the warmth from his hand feels

so good on my handle. We go inside the

house and he places me on the floor beside

the fireplace. A big fire is already flaming.

Farmer Jones opens the little door on my

side and shovels some

belly! Ahhhh! Now I
new day!

hot

am

coals into my

ready for the

Anne McGaugh is the Curator of Education

at the Star of the Republic. The names in this

story are entirelyfictitious.

WHAT AM I?
Can you guess what these items from t

Match the picture with its description!,

Established in 1883, Blinn College offers a variety of college
academic transfer, workforce training, and continuing education

classes for more than 19,000 students who attend
one of our four campuses or our comprehensive

distance education programs.

The premier two-year college in Texas, Blinn's transfer rate
consistently ranks among the top 10in the nation.
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A. button hole cutter

B. cobbler's tool for smoo

indention where sole atta

uppers

C. darning egg for repairir

D. wagon jack

E. wax keeper

F. tongue scraper

G. mitten stretcher

H. bed key for tightening
hold mattress
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The Historical Museum of the Texas Republic

Curator of Education to Retire after 18 Years
Anne McGaugh, the museum's Curator of
Education, has announced her retirement,
effective August 31. She began working
at the museum as an Assistant Curator of
Education in 1998. At that time, the museum
was undergoing a major renovation and she
managed the million dollar fundraising effort
as the Millennium Campaign Coordinator. In
2002 she became the Curator of Education,
and the museum's educational offerings have
expanded greatly under her guidance.

"My goal for the museum has been to always
have something for everyone," McGaugh
said. "One of the things I am most proud of is
the introduction of the Brazos Valley Regional
History Fair to our local school children."
This program allows local students to
compete on a national level through National
History Day. Over the years, several students
from the Brazos Valley have been ranked
nationally. Anne has served as the Regional
Coordinator for the contest for eleven years,

and has been responsible for fundraising;
recruiting and training participants, including
students, teachers, sponsors, judges and
volunteers; scheduling; and organizing the
awards ceremony.

Anne graduated from Trinity University with a
BA in Elementary Education. She earned an
MEd in Curriculum and instruction from Texas
A&M University. She also graduated from the
Winedale Museum Seminar sponsored by the
Texas Historical Commission. She has taught
in both public and private elementary schools,
as well as in the College of Education at Texas
A&M University. She is a professional member
of the American Alliance of Museums and
the Texas Association of Museums. She has
presented numerous sessions at the Texas
Association of Museum's annual conferences,
and has presented at conferences for the Texas
State Historical Association, Texas Council for
the Social Studies, and State Bar of Texas Law
Related Education.

Pioneer Playroom Opens
Star of the Republic Museum is pleased to announce the opening of the Pioneer
Playroom on March 12. Designed to provide the complete pioneer experience to
children of all ages, the playroom has already received outstanding reviews from
visitors. One family from Pasadena, Texas made the two-hour drive specifically to
see the room.

'The museum gratefully acknowledges the support for this project by the

Washington-on-the-Brazos State Park Association, the Texas Commission on the

Arts, the Arts Council Brazos Valley, and AlphaGraphics.
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Republic Museum

Seeks Volunteer

Docents
Star of the Republic Museum at
Washington on the Brazos is seeking
volunteer docents to help with school
tours beginning this fall. Docents
will lead groups of approximately 20
students at a time through the exhibit
area, sharing interesting information
about early Texas. Requirements for
becoming a docent include:

- Must be 18 years of age or older

" Ability to communicate effectively with
children

- Enthusiasm and a positive attitude

- Interest in Texas history

" Love of learning

The museum is administered by Blinn
College and focuses on the Republic
period of Texas history, 1836-1846.
School tours are offered on weekdays,
from 10:00 to 2:00. Docents may choose
which day(s) of the week they wish to
volunteer. Docents will be required to
attend two orientation sessions, and
some independent reading and research
will be mandatory.

Application is available at starmuseum.
org. Deadline for applying is July 8,
2016. Interviews will be conducted and
qualified applicants will be accepted on
a first-come, first-served basis. For more
information, contact Anne McGaugh,
Curator of Education, at 936-878-2461,
ext. 237 or amcgaugh@blinn.edu.

:. 
,

; -

*:a

www starmuseumn.org

ham. y , , , < . a

Alt
k A 

'4A



Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 6

Washington, TX
77880

0

0

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

FreeAdmission to Active Military

ABlue Star Star of the Republic Museum
Museums is pleased to join the Blue Star

Museums program, a collaboration
among the National Endowment

for the Arts, Blue Star Families, the Department of Defense,
and more than 2,000 museums across America to offer free
admission to all active duty military personnel and their families
from Memorial Day through Labor Day 2016.

The free admission program is available to any bearer of a Geneva
Convention common access card (CAC), a DD Form 1173 ID
card, or a DD Form 1173-1 ID card, which includes active duty
U.S. military - Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, as
well as members of the National Guard and Reserve, U.S. Public
Health Service Commissioned Corps, NOAA Commissioned
Corps - and up to five family members.

School Daze, August, 2016
Teachers, this is your month! All sites in the Park offer free
admission with a school ID or business card. Find out what
learning opportunities are available throughout the year at
Wash ington-on-the-Brazos.

Hands-On History
Every Saturday from June 4 through August 20, the museum will
offer a hands-on craft activity for children, free of charge with
paid admission. The craft will be available throughout the day, as
long as supplies last. Visit www.starmuseum.org/calendar/
for daily craft activities.

H-E-B Presents
Fireworks on the Brazos

Celebrate national Independence Day at the place Where
Texas Became Texas. Sponsored by H-E-B, the annual 4th of

July celebration at Washington on the Brazos includes a fun-

filled day of family activities. Highlights of the celebration are

the free concert from 7 to 9 p.m. in the park's amphitheater,

featuring Cody Bryan. Following the concert will be a fireworks

extravaganza at approximately 9:30 p.m. H-E-B will give away

sodas. Food vendors will offer a variety of festival food choices;

arts and crafts vendors will offer items for sale. Visitors can bring

picnics, blankets, lawn chairs and flashlights. State park rules

apply; alcohol prohibited.

ANSWERS TO "What am I"
1: D. wagon jack
2: F. tongue scraper
3: H. bed key for tightening ropes that hold mattress
4: A. button hole cutter
5: B. cobbler's tool for smoothing indention where sole attaches to uppers
6: G. mitten stretcher
7: C. darning egg for repairing socks
8: E. wax keeper
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