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From the Editor's desk

I t's hard to believe that summer is almost upon

us. What a great time to head for the Gulf. See

if Houston writer William Dylan Powell's story on

crabbing and the Texas Crab Festival doesn't make
you want to head straight to the coast for fun, fes-

tivities, and plenty of good food. Or you could

go to Grapevine, where Dan McGraw found the vi-
brant heart of a small town thriving in the midst of

the Metroplex. Or visit Lubbock's Silent Wings
Museum, where Damond Benningfield spoke with
some of the pilots who recalled their harrowing,

heroic experiences flying glider planes during

World War II.
Speaking of Lubbock, Kristin Johannsen (with

Rosemary Williams) helps us retrace the Texarkana
to Lubbock tour from Texas: A Guide to the

Lone Star State, first published by the Works

Progress Administration in 1940. As Kristin and

her husband, Kevin Millham, discovered, much

along the route has changed, but there are some

500 miles of sights and memories to link travelers

across the decades.

Elsewhere in the issue, Jennifer Nalewicki ob-
serves the Capital City through the eyes of artist

Mary Doerr, who has been recording Austin scenes

in watercolor for some two decades. We also see

the natural beauty of Texas through the lens of
photographer Rusty Yates, who shot this issue's
magnificent cover image....

Next month is National Accordion Awareness

Month, which was established in 1989 to promote

the instrument, help spread the word about the

accordion's resurgence in popularity, and, no

doubt, to sell some accordions as well.

Have you hugged your squeezebox lately? Well,

Gene Fowler came across a lot of people who do so

on a regular basis. His story on page 40 talks

about a number of Texas accordion virtuosos. And,
as his story indicates, the instrument is closely as-

sociated with a wealth of musical traditions that

have flourished on Texas soil. These days, Texas

musicians use the accordion to bring us several tra-

ditional styles-polka, conjunto, Cajun, and zyde-

co-that throb deep in the soul of the Lone Star

State. But accordionists also play classical music,

jazz, blues, rock, cumbia, tango, and so much more.

Before we started working on this issue, I knew

little about the accordion. I had heard selections

from some of the Texas masters of the instru-

ment-Clifton Chenier, Flaco Jim6nez, and Este-

ban "Steve" Jordan-but I really associated the

accordion with Parisian restaurants, Italian wed-

dings, and klezmer bands.

Gene's story gave me a new appreciation for the

instrument, which whetted my appetite for trivia,

such as that the accordion is a member of the reed

family, not the keyboard family.

When I used to think of an accordion, I envi-

sioned that monstrosity with piano keys on one

side and a thousand little buttons on the other

side. But the accordion family is vast and varied,

and includes chromatic and diatonic button accor-

dions, the piano accordion, concertinas, bayans,

bandoneones, melodeons, musettes, South African

squashboxes-and more.

Although Germany and Italy traditionally dom-

inated the accordion world, China is now the

largest manufacturer and exporter of accordions.

In fact, the instrument may have originated in

China. As the legend goes, some 5,000 years ago,

Emperor Huang-ti sent the scholar Ling Lun to

the western mountains of his realm to find a way

to reproduce the song of the phoenix. Ling cap-

tured music for mankind when he returned to the

emperor with a cheng or sheng. The cheng uses the

principle of the free vibrating reed, which forms

the basis of an accordion's sound production.

Shaped to resemble the phoenix, the cheng was

built with bamboo pipes, a mouthpiece, and a

small gourd that acted as a resonator box and

wind chamber.

How, or whether, the cheng made its way to

Europe from China is lost in the mists of time.

Some historians say that Marco Polo brought a

cheng to Venice when he returned from China in

1295. Other instruments using a free vibrating

reed are known to have existed in ancient Egypt

and Greece, and the modern accordion may have

evolved from those cultures.

But, as Gene's story tells us, the modern instru-

ments were developed in Vienna and Berlin in the

1820s. They spread quickly, and the Germanic

and Slavic groups who began settling in Texas in

the decades following independence in 1836

brought with them their instruments and rich

musical traditions.

The rest, as Gene explains, is an evolution and a

fusion of musical styles that continue to branch and

flower to this day. No matter where you go in

Texas, from the Sabine to El Paso, from the Pan-

handle to the Valley, and whether your musical pref-

erences gravitate to Cajun, classical, or country,

you'll find great accordion music to cheer the soul.

So, how's this for a slogan? Crabs and conjun-

to, Grapevine and gliders-no place but Texas!
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14 Grapevine: Small Town,'8 G Poin's
It may lie in the shadow of the Metroplex, but Grapevine has managed to retain its character

and keep things cozy in the midst of sprawl. With many local attractions, it's a destination on
Its own. BY DAN McGRAW, PHOTOGRAPHS BY RODGER MALLISON
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Crustacean lovers make regular trips to Bolivar Peninsula to

go crabbing at the North Jetty. Thousands more head there

each May for the Texas Crab Festival, which features lots
of great food, crab races, and other crab-flavored fun.

BY WILLIAM DYLAN POWELL, PHOTOGRAPHS BY ROBERT MIHOVI[

26 Watercolor Memorie
Mary Doerr's Austin
As the state capital, Austin belongs to all Texans, and I

Mary Doerr's watercolors depict the essence of the city, old and

new. BY JENNIFER NALEWICKI, ILLUSTRATIONS BY MARY DOERR WPA Road Trip, page 54

32 Rusty Yates: Texas' Natural World
A self-taught photographer, Rusty Yates captures landscapes in ways that heighten our

awareness of the state's beauty and the importance of preserving it. INTRODUCTION BY
MICHAEL A. MURPHY, PHOTOGRAPHS BY RUSTY YATES

40 The Main Squeeze: Accordion Culture
The fifth installment of our Texas music series focuses on the accordion, a key ingredient in

polka, conjunto, zydeco, and more. BY GENE FOWLER, PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

48 Gliding into History
The Silent Wings Museum in Lubbock relates 4--- s-

the adventures of World War II glider pilots, many

of whom trained at an Army Air Field here more
than six decades ago. Exhibits include a restored combat

glider. BY DAMOND BENNINGFIELD, PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOSIAH DAVIDSON

54 Time-Traveling Texas: The WPA Guide
Using a travel guide published by the Works Progress Administration in 1940, a writer and
her husband travel across Texas, comparing then-and-now sights along US 82 from Texarkana
to Lubbock. BY KRISTIN JOHANNSEN WITH ROSEMARY WILLIAMS, PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH
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The Big Bend landscape appears
otherworldly in this sunset scene;
only the agaves in the foreground
remind you that it's West Texas.
Rusty Yates shot the image from
the South Rim of the Chisos Moun-
tains, just after a winter storm had
cleared. To see more of Rusty's
images of Texas, turn to page 32.
Photo Rusty Yates
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Ella Mae Ward (right), with her husband, Charlie,
was among the early settlers in Ropesville (see
"The Ropesville Resettlement Project;' February is-
sue). Ella Mae still lives in the original home (above),
which has seen several improvements over the years.

ROPESVILLE RESETTLEMENT

W hat a joy it was to open up my February
issue and see Jerry Beth Shannon and

Nola McKey's story on the Ropesville Resettle-
ment Project, mainly because I grew up in
Ropesville and also because among the origi-
nal settlers were my grandparents Charlie and
Ella Mae Ward. Ella Mae still lives in the house
that she and Charlie homesteaded. Improve-
ments have been made to the house, along
with some room additions. The outhouse, chick-
en house, and another barn still stand and get
a fresh coat of white paint on occasion.

I also knew Emmett Christopher, pictured
with his wife on page 46. He farmed the land
about three miles from where I grew up. After
talking to my dad about the article, we decided
that the farmer behind the mules on page
49 was my other grandfather, Tonnie Sims
(although we have no way to prove it). Reading
the article was a lot of fun, and recalling the
early project days with my parents was enjoy-
able, as well.

STEVEN SIMS
Keller

M y young husband and I and our two little
ones lived in Ropesville from 1948 to

1951, and I still have family in the area. I was

-mp,

;r ,pouf

most pleased to see the picture of Emmett and
Jane Christopher, with Jane obviously pregnant
with their first child. We knew them and their
children well, as they attended the church
where my husband preached. Many of our peo-
ple lived in those houses; some had been able
to add a bathroom, but many still relied on an
outhouse. During the time we were there, there
was an upturn in the economy because oil was
found on some of the farms. As a result, farm-
ers were able to put in irrigation pumps, result-
ing in better crops.

HELEN (MOORE) BOLLIER
Apple Springs

THE FLOW OF SAN ANTONIO
I grew up in San Antonio, attended school

there during my elementary years, and grad-
uated from Thomas Jefferson High School in
the late '50s. I moved away to attend college

4
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and do not live in the area now, but
visit as often as I can.

Howard Peacock's article on the
San Antonio River [February issue]
really made me nostalgic for San
Antonio. It's a wonderful, magical
place, especially the river area. The
story made me want to be there. The
article is a wonderful mixture of sights
and sounds, historical notes, flora and
fauna, good humor and laughter...well,
just like the River Walk itself!

Thanks to Howard and his "Dear
Folks" style of writing, and to you all
for publishing such a lovely article.

LYNDA ROLLINS
Edgewood

WHERE THERE'S WILLIE,
THERE'S A WAY

R egarding Talk to TH in the March issue:

James A. Murphy must be an imported
Texan. Willie Nelson is one of the most beauti-
ful things about Texas. He IS Texas.

ROSEMARY HOWELL
Cedar Hill

T exas is not measured by cactus, flowers,
trees, or even food. It is measured by the

friendly, creative people who live here. No one
could fit this description better than Willie Nel-
son. Mr. Nelson is a true Texan who has spent
a lifetime giving concerts for varied charities.
Texas Monthly once reported that fans asked
not for autographs, but for money for things
such as wheelchairs and funerals. Willie's stan-
dard reply was reportedly, "Will a personal
check do?" My own hometown would not have
a library if not for Willie Nelson.

MARGARET YANCEY
Houston

Ed. Note: We heard from Willie lovers every-
where in response to our January cover. Thanks
to all of you for taking the time to write!

BEST OF THE REST STOPS
I enjoyed Damond Benningfield's story of his

sojourn along 1-10 [March issue]. I frequent-
ly travel 1-10 in Texas and have driven it as far
west as Phoenix; this summer I will drive east
on it to Jacksonville, Florida. A great "value-
added" feature of traveling most interstate
highways is the convenience of the rest stops.
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TxDOT and organizations in other states should
be commended for such great facilities. The
best rest areas on 1-10 in Texas: 1. Sonora (for
its landscaping); 2. Kerrville (view); 3. Bakers-
field (location); 4. Columbus (newly renovat-
ed); 5. Van Horn (location); 6. Fabens (desert
environment); and 7. Luling (view).

BILL McCALISTER

GETTING INTO SHAPE

T he article on shape-note singing [March
issue] rekindled my attachment to my

native state (I was born in San Antonio).
Benjamin Franklin White, author of The
Sacred Harp, was born in Spartanburg, South
Carolina, in 1800. He later moved to Georgia,
where he published his book (in 1844). The
shape-note singing tradition is very much
alive and well here in the Southeast, and I
am delighted to see it is thriving in the Lone
Star State, as well.

DR. WILLIAM W. BURNS
Spartanburg, South Carolina

EXPLORE COLUMBUS

T hank you for including the beautiful city of
Columbus in the March story on 1-10. The

article did not mention our most precious jew-
els: the award-winning Columbus Opry; the
exhibits at the Live Oak Art Center, which cele-
brates its 50th anniversary this year; and the
wonderful dinner-theater productions held at
the 1886 Stafford Opera House, which re-
ceived a beautiful new copper roof last fall.

TONYA BRITTON
Columbus

LARK OF THE BORDERWe thoroughly enjoyed the article on singer
Lydia Mendoza in the February issue.

Memories of the late '50s and early '60s came
tumbling out. We still play her 45 rpm's and
reminisce about the live performances that
we flocked to.

My mother used to tell a story about a visit
that Lydia made to the Rio Grande Valley in the
early '40s. It seems that the Mendoza troupe
was going to stay overnight in McAllen, quite
a distance to travel at night-a formidable 25
miles from the theater. One of the town's lesser
pillars of society, who spent his days and
nights inebriated, graciously invited them to
stay in his home, giving them the address of
one of the community's wealthier residents.

When the band arrived, they were greeted by a
very surprised resident, who had not extended
an invitation and who refused them entrance
into his home. Mom said everybody talked and
laughed about that for years.

In 1963, Lydia performed at a fund-raiser in
McAllen along with several other South Texas
artists. We went wild when her turn came,
whistling, clapping, and almost drowning her
out, until she started strumming the first bars
of "Mal Hombre." The song tells the story of a
young girl who is "taken advantage of" and
then discarded. Several years later, she again
sees the man who caused her so much pain
and suffering when he's out with his current
girlfriend. The girlfriend asks him if he knows
"that woman," and he replies, una cualquiera
(a cheap nobody). As soon as Lydia started
the lyrics, the hall became as silent as a
church! Every male who had been rowdy
minutes before slunk down in his chair and
stared into space, taking in every word of
this heart-wrenching song.

Thank you for this tribute to a great artist
who brought such joy to our lives.

ANGIE MARTINEZ

Houston

TE

TRAIL.

Up ahead, historic monuments and battlefields are a reminder of Texas' struggle for independence ' TEXAS

and its nine formative years as a sovereign republic. Off to the side, ghosts of Texas heroes like l, HISTORICAL

Davy Crockett and Sam Houston linger. So get in the car. Get on the trail. And take a look around COMMISSION

-you can see your history from here.

For free driving maps of the Independence Trail or any other Texas Heritage Trails, call 512-463-6254 or visit www.thc.statetx.us/travel.
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1 lcu in ma-is i surrounds you in this tropical paradiseB known as Moody Gardens. Discover e wonder of the ocean's depths

in one of the world's largest iau mum, Escape to glorious white sand
beaches and cool lagoons at Palm iiach or cruise aboard the Colhnd i

Paddlli\ wheeler. Experience adventures unknown in the I\ \\31)TUh u. 7
Journey through Amazing Music in the l)ismr o Pi l ramid. Take a ride on the wild

side in the Itidelihn Theater. Or, vcu can relax at the beautiful Moods
Garden i otel. Plan something social and add a little magic to your life.

For More Information Call:

A A 1-800-582-4673
GADN G le Hotel Reservations Call:MOODY (AIES llk\ 0 A 1-888-388-84_84

www.moodygarden.or
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FREE PARKING

You Will Just Love Kerrville!
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Clear, clean water to touch and
enjoy. Experience the magic of
Kerrville, where the Guadalupe
River runs right through the
middle of downtown.

Kerrville has lots to do, like the
upcoming Texas State Arts &
Crafts Fair, May 28-31 and the
Kerrville Folk Festival May 27 -
June 13.

Discover how easy it is to love
Kerrville. Call today for a Visitor's
Guide, 800-221-7958.

KERRVILLE
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COUNTING THE DAYSW hen I prepared for deployment with my
Army Reserve unit last fall, I shipped a

copy of the 2004 Texas Highways Calendar.
I unpacked my gear a few days ago and saw
the calendar. What a welcome sight to see
those breathtaking views and, of course, the
wildflowers! In a land where everything is an
ocean of brown colors, it is indeed awesome to
be reminded of the great state I will return to
when my tour is completed.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL C.J. DETTMANN
Camp Anaconda, Iraq

SWING THINGS

W thoroughly enjoyed Randy Mallory's
March story on Western Swing, except

for two small corrections. You listed Herb Rem-
ington as a pianist, when he is one of the most
prolific and legendary steel guitarists who ever
lived, and he is still going strong at age 78. He
currently plays steel in our band, The River
Road Boys (www.RiverRoadBoys.com) in Hous-
ton. Also, the bottom photo on page 41 is not
of Derwood Brown, but his brother Roy Lee
Brown. We thank you for promoting this won-
derful music and its great history.

CLYDE BREWER AND TOMMY HOWSER
Houston

You must include Castroville's Billy Mata
and the Texas Tradition when describing

those Texas musicians who keep Western
Swing alive and well. Billy sounds more like
Leon Rausch than Leon Rausch, and theTexas
Tradition can give you a flashback to the Texas
Playboys after about three notes of their open-
ing number. Heck, Billy was even named "West-
ern Swing Male Vocalist of the Year" in 2000 at
the Will Rogers Cowboy Awards in Fort Worth,
and he regularly plays at Western Swing festi-
vals in West Texas and eastern New Mexico.
The bartenders at the clubs where they play
even complain that people dance too much
and drink too little-just like they used to when
Bob Wills played!

WAYNE PATE
Houston

If you would like to write to Texas Highways, the editors
would enjoy hearing from you. Though we are unable
to print every letter, we just might select yours to appear
in the magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism.
We reserve the right to edit letters. Write to Talk to TH,
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009, or
fax 512/486-5879. Email: letters@texashighways.com.
Web site: www.texashighways.com.
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History, folklore, and fascinating facts about Texas and Texans

HandiworkDr. Adrian E. Flatt of Dallas has spent 41 years so far chasing down

celebrities in order to make molds of their hands. The famed hand sur-

geon's unusual hobby began in 1963, when he caught uo with Presi-

dent Dwight D. Eisenhower on a railroad car. Besides "Ike" and six other U.S.

presidents, hand "do-

nors" have included as-

tronauts, Olympic gold

medalists, artists, avia-

tors, entertainers, scien-

tists, and international

leaders. The collection of

116 pairs of bronze hands

is on permanent display

in the lobby of Truett

Hospital, at Baylor Uni-

versity Medical Cen-

ter (BUMC) in Dallas,

where Dr. Flatt served

as chief of orthopedics

from 1982 until 1992.
A video introducing

the display explains

Dr. Flatt's process and

shows him casting the

hands of former Dallas

@ NANCY FRAAN l
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Renowned hand surgeon Dr. Adrian Flatt (shown here with former Philippines president
Corazon Aquino) has been making models of celebrities' hands for decades. Visitors can
view his still-growing collection-more than 100 pairs of bronze hands, including Louis
Armstrong's (right)-at Dallas' Truett Hospital, part of Baylor University Medical Center.

Cowboys quarterback Troy Aikman. Dr.

Flatt uses a flexible alginate-a mixture of

a seaweed derivative and water-to make

the molds, which take about five minutes

to set. The casts are bronzed, with the

final result showing fine details of each

hand-even fingerprints, hair, and pores.

Actors Paul Newman and Katharine

Hepburn put their hands in Dr. Flatt's

"molding box," as did trumpeter Louis

Armstrong, Harlem Globetrotter Mead-

owlark Lemon, illusionist David Copper-

field, ice skater Peggy Fleming, wrestler

Andre the Giant (whose wrist measured a

foot in circumference), jockey Willie Shoe-
maker, Peanuts creator Charles Schulz,
artist Norman Rockwell, and former

Philippines president Coraz6n Aquino.
The exhibit is free and open 24 hours

a day (parking on Gaston Avenue, across

from Truett Hospital; 800/4-BAYLOR).

-Linda Owen, San Antonio

Weird Tales

Robert E. Howard was raisedin West Texas. but his creative

mind dwelt in the medieval land

of the Celts, the Picts, and the fictional

homeland of his most famous literary

creation, Conan the Barbarian.
Howard was born in 1906 in Peaster,

but he lived most of his short life in

Cross Plains, 40 miles southeast of Abi-

lene. He began writing at an early age

and sold his first short story, "Spear and

Fang," in 1924 to Weird Tales, the

magazine in which Conan the Barbarian

would debut eight years later. While best

known for the brawny Conan's swash-

buckling adventures in a world of sav-

age grandeur, Howard was a poet and

prolific author who created a number

of other fantasy characters, including

Red Sonja, Kull the Conqueror, and

Solomon Kane.

e M Texa s

Howard's future seemed assured, but

just as sales of his fiction reached an all-

time high, he committed suicide at the

age of 30, depressed by news that his

mother would not recover from a coma.

A handful of volumes-most notably

One Who Walked Alone, by Novalyne

Price Ellis, a Brown-

wood teacher who had

dated Howard in his

last years-shed some

light on the writer's

complex personality
and his relationship to
his mother.

In the years since

his death, Robert

Howard's reputation

as a writer and Conan

the Barbarian's fame

have continued to grow.

A Web site (www.

rehupa.com) caters to

Howard scholars. A

1982 film, Conan the
Barbarian, and a se-

quel starred a young

Arnold Schwarzeneg-

ger. In 1991, a Texas
Historical Marker was placed at

Howard's grave site in Cross Plains.

(His mother died the day after his sui-

cide; they were buried on the same day

next to each other.) In 1996, The Whole

Wide World, a well-received film based

on the Ellis memoir, starred Vincent

D'Onofrio and Texan Renee Zellweger

as Robert and Novalyne.

The Howard home, at 625 West 4th

open by appointment; call 254/725-
7251, 725-6562, or 725-6498), is now
a museum honoring Robert's life and

work. A local, nonprofit civic organiza-

tion called Project Pride oversees it. List-

ed in the National Register of Historic
Places since 1994, the home will be

open to the public during the annual
Robert E. Howard Days, which takes
place in Cross Plains the second week-

end in June (June 11-12, 2004).

-Christopher Fulbright, Grand Prairie
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For the Road This month's top picks and places, plus art, books, and more

MICHAEL A. MURPHY
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BLUEBONNET CHINA
n the heyday of train travel, the so-called Katy
rail line-short for Missouri-Kansas-Texas Rail-
road-figured large in Texans' lives and brought

prosperity to many Texas towns. The Bastrop Coun-
ty town of Smithville enjoyed a special boost in
1894, when the Katy line set up its central shops
there.Town population soon doubled. Even as rail

At Smithville's Katy
House B&B, you can
purchase authentic
re-creations of Blue-
bonnet China, which
was used on dining
cars on the M-K-T
rail line.

travel declined after
World War II, Katy still
employed several
hundred people in
Smithville.

Passengers board-
ed trains with such
names as The Blue-

bonnet, the Katy Flyer, and the Texas Special.
Mealtaking aboard a dining car proved a luxuri-
ous experience. Now, thanks to Sallie and Bruce
Blalock, who own Smithville's Katy House B&B,
railroad and wildflower enthusiasts alike can ap-
proximate those days both at home and at the
Blalocks' inn.

It took some persistence, but Bruce, a long-

time "train nut;' convinced the New York company
Buffalo China, which made dinnerware for the
Bluebonnet and other trains, to re-create its
long-abandoned line of beautiful plates, bowls,
saucers, and cups.

Today, guests at Katy House B&B eat break-
fast on Bluebonnet China. (In Dallas' Fair Park,
the Age of Steam Railroad Museum displays the
china in its restored 1937 Katy dining car. The
museum's annual "Dinner in the Diner" takes
place May 1; call 214/428-0101.) A five-piece
place setting of Bluebonnet China costs $119.95,
plus shipping and tax. Write to Katy House B&B,
Box 150, Smithville 78957; 512/237-2228;
www.katyhouse.com.

SET IN STONE
t the recently renovated Texas Memorial
Museum in Austin, visitors can experience
a roaring adventure among prehistoric

beasts whose fossils were found in the Lone Star
State-creatures like the Onion Creek Mosasaur,
a 30-foot-long predatory sea dweller, or the 65-
million-year-old Texas Pterosaur, a flying reptile

Don't just bring back memories.
Bring back some rewards.

.W-

Lodge

Stay and earn with
the Choice Privileges*
and EA$Y CHOICE
reward programs.
There's a lot to see and do in the Lone
Star State. That's why with 8 brands and
more than 200 Choice hotels across the

great state, you'll have everything you
need to experience our unique culture.

Plus, you'll earn nights or flights with

our Choice Privileges and EA$Y CHOICE
reward programs. Call today and ask for
the Texas Highways Rate to save 10%
or for information, visit us online.

Call 866.228.5160 and ask
for the Texas Highways Rate

to save 10%.

choicetexas.com

We'll see you there.
CHOICE HOTELS INTERNATIONAL"

Advance reservations required. Subject to availability. Offer cannot be combined with any other discount or offer. Rate not available online. Offer only valid at participating hotels throughout the state of Texas. Offer valid
through 12/30/04. Choice Privileges: Earn points or miles/credits when paying qualifying rates at any Comfort Inn' Comfort Suites Quality' Sleep Inn' Clarion" or MainStay Suites' hotel in the U.S. All program rules
and conditions apply. For complete details and participating airlines visit choiceprivileges.com or see the Choice Privileges Membership Guide. EASY CHOICE: Earn stamps or miles/credits when paying qualifying rates
at Econo Lodge and Rodeway Inn" hotels in the U.S. All program rules and program conditions apply. For complete details and participating airlines, visit easychoiceonline.com or see the EA$Y CHOICE stamp card.

2004 Choice Hotels International, Inc. All rights reserved.
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with a 40-foot wingspan. The museum, tucked
within the University of Texas campus, offers two
floors of all-new exhibits, including a vertebrate pa-
leontology lab where visitors can watch paleontol-
ogists meticulously extracting the skeleton of a mam-
moth from rock and sediment. These dinosaur ex-
perts will even help you identify your own fossil finds.

Next up, grab a pair of 3-D glasses, and take
a seat in the museum's new virtual-reality gallery,
where you can view the insides of plants and an-
imals. Outside the virtual world, specimens on
display include remains of starfish from the Cre-
taceous Period, fossils of an adult scimitar-toothed
cat found in Bexar County, and a 1,778-carat blue
topaz, the state's official gemstone.

The museum doesn't neglect Texas' live crea-
tures, either: Check out the exhibits of scorpions-
which appear fluorescent under black light-and
of tarantulas, snakes, and fish. For a look at how
fish fit into our environment, spend some time
with the new Fishes of Texas exhibit, which high-
lights the diversity of freshwater species through
multimedia displays and underwater photographs.

The museum, at 2400 Trinity, hosts special pro-
grams and events throughout the year. Admission
is free. Call 512/471-1604; www.texasmemorial
museum.org. -MAUREEN L. KING

LAVENDER FIELDS FOREVER
eginning in May, the violet flowers and fra-
grant, fuzzy foliage of lavender send gar-

Ad deners into a state of bliss. After all, this
Mediterranean plant, which flourishes in Central
Texas, has been used for thousands of years for
its calming effects and to alleviate headaches-
not to mention as an antiseptic and culinary herb.

If you'd like to learn more about lavender, mark
your calendar for May 22-23, and follow your nose
to the Hill Country for the Lavender Trail and Fes-
tival. Hosted by Becker Vineyards near Freder-
icksburg, which offers cooking demonstrations,
live music, wine tastings, tours of the lavender
fields, and art exhibitions, the festival fans out to
at least five other lavender farms in the area. All
will offer tours and sell lavender plants and prod-
ucts, and most will allow visitors to pick lavender
fresh from the fields.

Participants include Lavender Hill in Blanco
(830/833-9097), which grows three acres of or-
ganic lavender amid mature fruit and nut trees;
Hill Country Lavender in Blanco (830/833-5008,
www.hillcountrylavender.com), which offers a
Mother's Day lunch on May 9; festival headquar-
ters at Becker Vineyards (830/644-2681; www.
beckervineyards.com), which also offers elegant
luncheons of lavender-infused foods; Triple L
Farms and Trading Post in Fredericksburg

Discover excitement. er you are anning a major meeting
or a weekend getaway, Nassau Bay offers the perfect combination of relaxation
and truly unique activities.

We are your gateway to: Space Center Houston/NASA, World-renowned fishing,
Ballunar Liftoff Festival, Clear Lake water sports, Wings Over Houston Airshow,
Armand Bayou Nature Center, The Arts Alliance Center at Clear Lake ancjust
a short distance from: Galveston Beaches, Gulf Greyhound Park,
Baybrook Mall, Kemah Restaurants & Boardwalk.

Ft; lutsh 10
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ART
N THE QUAKE

May 15, 2004
Join us for a day of fine art & quality

artisanship, whimsg & entertainment on

America's Largest Downtown Square
in Graham, Texasjust 90 minutes west
of Fort Worth in the beautiful North

Texas Hill Country. Enjoy shopping,
b&bs, antiques & small town charm.

The N _'-)tar f TF.XA5
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There's always something to celebrate in

Denton. From unique family festivals to fairs,

championship rodeos and world-class music

and dance performances - there's entertain-

ment around every corner. Join us for Dog

Days of Summer, an event for canines and
their owners. Then celebrate cultural freedom

at Denton's 24th Annual Juneteenth.

And don't miss the Victorian

elegance of the Bayless-Selby

House Museum. Enjoy

Denton's historic

Courthouse Square,
unique shops,

antiques stores,

1 galleries and
a H 'museums. Accom-

modations are

plentiful. Just
ju minutes north of

Dallas and Fort Worth.

Let us help you

discover Denton!

Dog Days of Summer
June 5, 2004

Juneteenth
June 18-19, 2004

Bayless-Selby
House Museum
(940) 349.2865

( )noH~nt nocom

866) DENTON Il

(888) 381-1818
coerder~nton.com

(830/990-4195), where lavender products share
the shelves with antiques and collectibles; Bear
Creek Lavender (210/844-8620; www.bearcreek
lavender.com), halfway between Pipe Creek and
Bandera; and Tank Town in Dripping Springs
(512/894-0861), where growing lavender and
conserving water go hand-in-hand.

HIGHLAND GAMES
or centuries, bagpipes have played a sig-
nificant role in Celtic culture. From May 14-
16, the Scottish Highland Games and

Celtic Festival in Houston will celebrate this in-
strument's colorful history and various Scottish
traditions, including drumming and Highland danc-
ing. The event also includes the National Fiddling
Championship, hosted by Houston for the first time.

If hearing bagpipes and fiddles doesn't make
you feel like you're in Scotland, then watching the
men's athletic games will surely do the trick. Orig-
inally held between neighboring clans, these
sports, such as the hammer throw and the stone
toss, are true tests of skill and strength.

Children can enjoy mini versions of the athlet-
ic games, too. With an egg-and-spoon race, a
three-legged dash, a tug o' war, and a diaper der-
by, children of all ages can show off their High-
land spirit.

Historic Dowtto on

Uique Shopping

Fun Events

Fine Dining

Romanti c

-

1-800-436-8696

www.visitgeorgetown.com

In between games, you can get fitted for a kilt,
enjoy live Celtic music and dancing, and even
learn how to research your family heritage at a
genealogy workshop. As you stroll through the fes-
tival grounds, the smells of Scottish foods, such
as shepherd's meat pies, scones, and bannocks
(oat cakes), will put a jig in your step and trans-
port you to the land of kilts and bagpipes. Call
713/871-0061 or 281/498-5746; www.
houstonhighlandgames.com.

- MAUREEN L. KING

POLKA FUN
very Memorial Day weekend (May 28-30
this year), the town of Ennis welcomes
some 40,000 visitors from around the

country to enjoy traditional polka, waltz, and folk
music in what has become one of the largest cel-
ebrations of Czech culture in the United States-
the National Polka Festival. Now in its 38th year,
the festival includes a parade with more than 200
entries, Czech food and activities, and three ven-
ues presenting continuous music, including a per-
formance by Denton's Brave Combo.

On Sunday, a special polka Mass presents Eng-
lish and Czech hymns sung to polka tunes. Call
972/878-4748; www.visitennis.org and www.
nationalpolkafestival.com.

SPELLBOUND
orn in Guadalajara and profoundly influ-
enced by his travels in France, Spain, and
Morocco, architect Luis Barragan (1902-

1988) once expressed alarm that publications
dedicated to architecture had banished the words
"Beauty, Inspiration, Magic, Spellbound, and En-
chantment, as well as the concepts of Serenity,
Silence, Intimacy, and Amazement." No wonder
that Barragan, who liked to use geometric planes
of adobe, timber, and even water as composi-
tional elements, found a kindred spirit in Hous-
ton's visionary Dominique de Menil, who per-
ceived "art as incantation"

In 1984, de Menil commissioned Barragan to
design a guest home in Houston between the
Rothko Chapel and the planned Menil Collection.
While the home was never built, through May 23
you can view the finished model, working blue-
prints, presentation boards, correspondence, and
other materials at The Menil Collection's exhibi-
tion Luis Barragan: An Unbuilt House. You'll be
inspired and amazed, and maybe even spell-
bound. Call 713/525-9400; www.menil.org.

RAPT WITH ATTENTION
t the Heard Natural Science Museum
and Wildlife Sanctuary in McKinney, bird-
ers have a chance to view one of the
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Simply drop this card in the mail-we'll bill you later.

Magazines will begin arriving within 6-8 weeks of order.
The Texas Highways Travel Discount Card will arrive 6-8 weeks
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L.F. VAN LANDINGHAM

.wo known albino black vultures in the world.
Named Atlanta for the East Texas town where

she was hatched, the albino vulture would have
died in the wild, as the lack of pigmentation weak-
ens eyesight and feather-strength. Now part of the
Heard's permanent Raptors of Texas exhibit, At-
lanta, along with a red-tailed hawk, golden ea-
gle, barn owl, normally pigmented black vulture,
Swainson's hawk, and great horned owl, helps

educate the public about raptor diet, habitat,
and importance in the ecosystem. Call 972/562-
5566; www.heardmuseum.org.

POETRY IN MOTION
o kick off National Wildflower Week, on
May 1 and 2, the Lady Bird Johnson Wild-
flower Center in Austin welcomes The

Living Garden in the Florida-based troupe's first

610 Main Orange, TX
P.O. Drawer 909

Orange, TX 77631-0909

409.883.0871

Tuesday-Saturday

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Reservations Requested

Admission $2.00
Closed Major Holidays

Admission limited to adults and
children age 12 and over.

Stairs are an essential part of the tour.
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Atlanta, an albino black vulture at the Heard Nat-
ural Science Museum in McKinney, is one of two
such vultures in the world. The other resides at the
World Bird Sanctuary near St. Louis, Missouri.

appearance in Texas. Likened to "Cirque du Soleil
without the high wires,"The Living Garden brings
together dance, theater, and music as The Rock,
Orchid, DiVine, and The Fountain interact with vis-
itors. Call 512/292-4200; www.wildflower.org.

SPRING POWWOW
n a celebration of the unbroken treaty be-
tween the Comanche Nation and the German
immigrants who settled the Hill Country more

than 150 years ago, the town of Fredericksburg
hosts the 6th Annual Inter-Tribal Powwow May
7-8. Held at Fort Martin Scott, an active U.S. Army
fort from 1848 to 1853, the event features
prayerful gourd-dancing, festive dance competi-
tions, and intertribal dances where spectators
can join in. You'll also find storytelling, arts and
crafts, demonstrations of such Native American
skills as flintknapping and basket-weaving, and
lots of food, drink, and music. Last year, more
than 150 dancers representing more than 10
tribal nations contributed to this celebration of
Native American culture, with thousands of spec-
tators in attendance. Call 830/997-8925.
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One of the Many Charms of San Marcos.
Even the most serious nature enthusiast can't h
have hiii iin San Macos. Splash arniiid in iiii sceit

led river for hours on end. Don't wear yourself out
you may just find yourself shopping in historic dow
continuing the fun with a night out on the town sq

San Marcos is conveniently located between Austi
San Antonio along 111-35.
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care.
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888-200-5620 -"www.sanmarcoscharms.com

Experience the natural world of the
Texas Hill Countiry R vei Region.
Enjoy five crystal rivers. Find out
why we're one of the top birding eIS Hill CourY RIver Region
destinations in Texas. The Green
Violet-ear hummingbird was one of A \acatian, ,Rason nr uer r ,eas'n 4
our guests last spring! Relax at a river Concan - Garner State Park - Reagan Wells
cabin, rustic retreat, guest home, or B&B. sabinal -"utopia -Uvalde 6,,w y

Visit our website today at www.thcrr.com or call (800) 210-0380

BIRDING AT HIGH ISLAND
f you're intrigued by the idea of goin' crabbin'
on the Texas coast (see page 20 for the full
story), think about this: The same crabs and

marshland wildlife that attract thousands of
visitors to Bolivar Peninsula also lure many
migratory bird species. The Houston Audubon
Society recently opened the peninsula's newest
birdwatching hotspot, Horseshoe Marsh Bird
Sanctuary.

A 650-acre wetland habitat near the Bolivar
Ferry landing, Horseshoe Marsh offers visitors the
opportunity to observe large numbers of shore-
birds, waders, and ducks, including roseate
spoonbills, oystercatchers, long-billed curlews,
and clapper rails, among others. For information
about Horseshoe Marsh and about the area's
other sanctuaries (Smith Oaks, Boy Scout Woods,
High Island Nature Sanctuary, and Bolivar Flats),
call 713/932-7924; www.houstonaudubon.org.

GRAHAM BASHThe town of Graham (see Texas Highways,
February 2002) attracts visitors with near-
by lakes, historic homes, rich frontier his-

tory, and the largest downtown square in Ameri-
ca. Lined with restored buildings and specialty
shops, the square is where it's hip-especially so
on May 15, when Graham hosts its annual salute
to the arts, Art Splash on the Square. Along with
art exhibits and demonstrations galore, visitors
can listen to live music, enjoy abundant food and
drink, and choose from custom-made jewelry,
hand-thrown pottery, stained-glass objects, wood-
carvings, paintings, and other fanciful creations.
Call 866/549-0401; www.art-splash.com.

CALL 866-TURTLE-5
f you're planning to spend some time relax-
ing on the Texas coast this summer, keep your
eyes open for the experience of a lifetime-

the nesting of Kemp's ridley turtles, a sea turtle
species that once teetered on the brink of
extinction.

Thanks to programs that began in the 1960s,
biologists have begun to understand the com-
plexity of these sea turtles' life cycles and how
best to protect them. Today, when a nest is re-
ported in Texas, the eggs are removed and tak-
en to either an incubation facility at Padre Island
National Seashore or to protected corrals at
South Padre Island and Boca Chica beach. (The
nesting, or egg-laying, process takes a scant hour.)
Some 48 to 62 days later, the eggs hatch, and the
little turtles are counted before being released
into the Gulf. These hatchling releases draw hun-
dreds of enthralled visitors to Padre Island Na-
tional Seashore each summer.

12 TEXAS HIGHWAYS May 2004



To do your part in protecting these still-imper-
iled turtles, call 866/TURTLE-5 if you see nests
or hatchlings. To find out when you can attend a
Kemp's ridley hatchling release, which normally
begin in late May, call 361/949-7163; www.
nps.gov/pais. To learn more about turtle con-
servation, visit www.seaturtles.org and www.
ridleyturtles.org. The headquarters of Sea Turtle
Incorporated, begun by turtle conservationist
Ila Loetscher (1905-2000) on South Padre Is-
land in the 1970s, offers tours of its facilities at
10 a.m. daily. Call 956/761-4511; www.sea
turtleinc.com.

CALVERT'S MAYFEST
lessed with access to both the Brazos
River and rich alluvial soil, the town of
Calvert emerged as the fourth-largest city

in Texas during the cotton-crazed days of the late
19th Century. Today, Calvert's 47-block historic
district, filled with antique shops and elegant
examples of Victorian architecture (many of
which serve as B&Bs), attract visitors to unwind
year round.

On May 1-2, Calvert (pop. about 1,500) hosts
its annual Mayfest celebration, which includes
the popular Spring Parade of Homes and His-
toric Places, the 4K Fun Run/Walk, and the in-
augural "Celebrate Our Heritage" Quilt Show. On
the homes tour this year are six striking exam-
ples of turn-of-the-20th-Century architecture, in-
cluding the 1909 Katy Hamman Stricker Library,
which was the first of four American Woman's
League chapter houses in the country.

The quilt show will award prizes in three cate-
gories, present examples of local quilters' handi-
work, and showcase two historical Texas quilts
from the nearby Star of the Republic Muse-
um. Call 979/364-3884 or 764-4551; www.
discovercalvert.com.

ON THE ROAD AGAIN
hen Austin American-Statesman humor
columnist John Kelso published his
book Texas Curiosities: Quirky Char-

acters, Roadside Oddities & Other Offbeat Stuff
in 2000, he delivered a wealth of oddball at-
tractions that ranged from Kipperman's Pawn
Shop & Wedding Chapel in Houston to the world's
largest jackrabbit, in Odessa. With the new sec-
ond edition (The Globe Pequot Press), he con-
tinues the fun and unveils a whole new batch of
unusual sites to discover, food joints to frequent,
and stories to tell. Find Kelso's wonderfully wacky
take on Texas travel at bookstores ($13.95), or, to
order from the publisher, call 800/243-0495;
www.globepequot.com.
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Y DAUGHTER AND I ARE HAVING A PICNIC AT ROCKLEJGE FARK ON THE NORTHERN SHORE OF LAKE GRAPEVINE.

It's a rather peaceful spot, red clay cliffs jutting from te water. a little pebele beach for swimming, sailboats just

offshore with their multicolored sails puffed out full in . steady spring breeze. And even though Dallas-Fort

Worth International Airport (DFW) is just a few miles away, the jets cruising in for landings add to the color, silver and

blue and red aluminum tubes descending from the sky every few minutes.

Across Lake Grapevine, con-

struction cranes sway back and

forth. The newest attraction in

Grapevine is being built on the

reservoir, the 1,500-room Gay-

lord Texan Resort & Convention

Center on Lake Grapevine, a be-

hemoth of a building modeled

after the Opryland Hotel in Nash-

ville and run by the same com-

pany. The Gaylord Texan is ex-

pected to be a big draw for

Grapevine, bringing in large con-

ventions and tourists to this sub-

urb of about 47,000 residents

halfway between Dallas and

Fort Worth.

Grapevine prides itself on its

small-town charm, so the

thought of this big hotel and

convention center could prove

daunting for a place that works

hard at keeping alive its historical

heritage as an early-1900s farm-

ing and ranching community. But

Grapevine has absorbed and

flourished in the shadow of big

projects before. In 1974, Dallas-
Fort Worth International Airport

a/i

Just northwest of town, 10-mile-long Lakt Grapevine offers
all the pleasures of water recreation, along with camping,
biking, and hiking.

(DFW) was built in the city,
and it is now the third-busiest airport in the country. In the

-nd named for the wild

-he natural springs in the

mid-1990s, the massive Grape-

vine Mills mall opened, one of the

largest in the country. Despite

such big undertakings, Grapevine

is one of the few suburbs in the

Metroplex that has retained its

character, from its vibrant and
historic Main Street and vintage

homes to wineries that have
located to the city during the past

decade.
Even though it lies smack in the

middle of the state's largest urban

area, Grapevine rates a visit,
whether a day trip, a quiet respite
while doing business in the Met-
roplex, or a weekend retreat.

Many people may have already

visited Grapevine without realiz-
ing it. If you've ever changed
planes at DFW-and about 54

million people a year come

through the airport-you've been
in Grapevine; all of the airport's

terminals lie within the city limits.
But there are plenty of reasons to

extend your stay in Grapevine,
which was first settled in 1845

mustang grapes that once grew near

area.

p evine

BY DAN McGRAW PHOTOGRAPHS BY RODGER MALLISON

[FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP] Grapes really grow in Grapevine, and so do p:Iums, these in tr-e park across from City Hall. Past and present:
A plane landing at nearby DFW International passes above the old Cotton Belt Railroad Depot, where visitors can board the Grapevine Vintage
Railroad for a ride to and from Fort Worth's Stockyards National Historic District. An 1896 steam locomotive nicknamed "Puffy" pulls the train.
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At Su Vino ("Your Wine") Winery and Tasting Room, on Main Street, co-owner Tin We n-eimer pou-s
samples for David and Cally Bybee of Dallas. Su Vino is a custom winemaker; customers can choose
the kind of wine they want and return to bottle it themselves. Su Vino also sells its own wines.

"Grapevine is a place where the pace

slows down. We have the old covered side-

walks and the businesses on Main Street.

Traffic still stops when you cross the

street. We are a retreat, if you will," says

Paul W. McCallum, a feisty Australian

native who has headed the Grapevine Con-

vention & Visitors Bureau for 17 years.

"The Gaylord Texan will definitely

ircrease the number of visitors, but we

won't change much."

TARTING in the 1970s, city officials
and business leaders decided they

were not going to be overrun like

4 other suburbs. A commitment to

historic preservation became a top priority,

and the city now has three separate historic

districts in its downtown area. The Main

Street commercial area is a restored busi-

ness district with theaters, antique shops,

and restaurants housed in buildings dating

to the 1880s. A historic residential area,

just east of Main Street, features vintage

homes, some built as early as the 1860s.

The industrial historic district is home to

th2 restored Cotton Belt Railroad Depot, a

grain elevator, a blacksmith shop, a

bronze-artist's studio. and Vetro Glass-

blowing Studio & Gallery.
"When I came here in the 1970s," says

Burl Gilliam, a retired pharmacist who

once owned the old-fashiora City Drug

store on Main Street, "all the buildings had

that 1950s feel to them, and there were 15

coats of paint on the walls. When we start-

ed peeling off the paint and the old

facades, we found we had a business dis-

trict that dated to the early 19 Os. It was a

community decision that restoring these

areas would be the only thing that set us

apart from the rest of the suburbs."

The feel in the historic district is gen-

uine. A stroll down Main Street takes one

back into a quieter anc simpler time. But

this is not some sleepy and a.rrficially cre-

ated historic area. The Main Street historic

district bustles, with furniture stores, an

automobile tire store, ard a barbershcp

residing companionably alongside the

antique shops and restaurants. The Main

Street Bread Baking Company is a great

place to grab a cup of coffee and a deli-

cious chocolate croissant with the morning

paper. Sitting in the homey bistro is com-

forting, with the smells of fresh coffee and

baking bread, from the wonderful loaves
of cranberry pecan to Pugliese, an Italian
bread with a bubbly interior and delicate
crust. The bistro also offers lunches of light
sandwiches and salads, served in a bright

dining room with original artwork adorn-
ing the peach and yellow walls.

Down the street is Antique Revival, an

eclectic store specializing in distinctive fur-
nishings that owner Gary Farina finds in
his travels through Europe and at estate

sales in this country. On a recent visit, a
seven-piece Italian bedroom set in the
Rococo Revival style bore a price tag of

$11,500. The store also has antique china
sets, armoires, candelabras, and books. The

setting provides part of the charm: The busi-

ness is housed in a former hardware store
from the 1880s, a rustic space with rough
wood floors and exposed-brick walls.

If you like more-modern shopping, you

can head northeast of downtown to

Grapevine Mills mall, which boasts 15
major anchor businesses-outlet stores for

such major retailers as JCPenney, Brooks

Brothers, Nine West, and Saks Fifth

Avenue-and more than 200 specialty

stores. Kids can enjoy the ESPN X Games

Skatepark and the Rainforest Cafe, which,

as its name implies, has a jungle theme.
At the old rail station downtown, you

can board the Grapevine Vintage Railroad

(formerly named the Tarantula) and ride

the excursion train to the Fort Worth

Stockyards. The round trip to and from
Fort Worth covers 42 miles (about 90 min-

utes each way). Kids and adults alike get a

kick out of riding in the beautifully

restored Victorian coaches and open-air

patio cars, pulled by an 1896 steam loco-

motive nicknamed "Puffy."

If outdoor activities are your game-or

at least shopping for the equipment-the

200,000-square-foot Bass Pro Shops Out-

door World, with its amazing selection of

fishing, camping, hunting, and golf gear

(plus an adjoining steakhouse and hotel),

sits a couple of miles north of DFW.

Speaking of golf, the newly opened

Cowboys Golf Club, a resort-quality pub-

lic course just west of Grapevine Mills

mall, is themed around the Dallas
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CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP] A sailboat navigates ake Grapevine beside the colossal new Gaylord
Texan Resort & Convent on Center. At the Grapevine Heritage Center, blacksmith Jim White
orges trinkets, I-owe-decor items, and barbecue tools. Twelve-year-old Nichola Kouzes of

Colleyville belts out her rendition of the old Elvis hit "Burning Love" at the Grapevine Opry.
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At Vetro Glassblowing Studio & Gallery, David Gappa, with assistant Randy Strait looking on, shapes a
molten blob of glass into a flared bowl.

football team and has won

awards as one of the best new

the country.

ND THEN there are the wineries.

In the early 1990s, Paul W. Mc-

Callum thought a city named

Grapevine might be a good

place for wineries to locate. Six wineries

now call the city home, including La Buena

Vida Vineyards, in the residential historic

district with a lovely shaded patio, and

Delaney Winery & Vineyards, which

grows its own grapes on 10 acres just out-

side of downtown. Touring the winemak-

ing facilities, some within walking distance

of Main Street, is a great way to spend an

afternoon. You can take a taste or two,

then buy a few fine bottles of genuine

Texas vino.

Grapevine hosts the very popular

GrapeFest (September 9-12, 2004), a com-

petition for vintners from around the state

that drew 228,000 people last year. In

addition to the wine competition, the festi-

val offers many activities for nondrinkers,

including music acts, children's rides and

games, and tasty food from Grapevine's

many quality restaurants. The city cele-

brates the annual new vintages in early

April each year, with shuttles taking visi-

tors to all the wineries. and a spec-al

evening of tasting and dinner aboard the

Grapevine Vintage Ra road.

"We love being in Grapevrie," says Pat-

rick Nelson, co-owner of Su Vino Winery,

on Main Street. "Many cities have historic

commercial centers, but Grapevine -as

really grown new businesses based on the
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At last year's Main Street Days Festval ,May 14-16 this year), 77-year-old Dorothy Parker of South
Bend, Indiana, wiggled it wildly during a belly-do icing lesson from Tammy Raglin of Fort Worth.
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wine industry." Su Vino produces 5,000

bottles a month from 20 grape varieties.

Old and new blend together well here
partly because of city zoning codes: New

additions to the historic districts must be

built in a vintage style that complements

the genuinely old buildings. New shopping
areas on Main Street harmonize with the

old. Likewise Garden Manor Bed &
Breakfast Inn, in the residential historic

district. Though the B&B fits right in with
the area's historical homes, it was built in

1990, using materials salvaged from two

old houses that were scheduled for demoli-

tion. Original wood from those houses

became Garden Manor's porches, oak

floors, transoms, and moldings. Modern

amenities include satellite TV and Internet

connections.

Breakfast at Garden Manor B&B is not

just the usual muffins and juice. Owner

Judy Barnett whips up omelets and French

toast, bakes freshly made buttermilk bis-

cuits, and serves an assortment of fresh

fruits. Guests can eat in the formal dining

room or on a peaceful wraparound porch

off the first floor. The four bedrooms up-

stairs are designed in classic cottage and

Country French styles, with four-poster

beds and European towel warmers. Two of

the rooms have Jacuzzis, and one has its

own private upstairs porch.

Judy, a former healthcare executive
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, in northeast Tarrant
County at the junction of Texas 114,
121, and 26, lies about 20 miles
from the downtowns of both Fort
Worth and Dallas, and just north of
Dallas-Fort Worth Intl. Airport (DFW).
Write to the Grapevine Convention &
Visitors Bureau, One Liberty Park
Plaza, 76051; 817/410-3185 or
800/457-6338; www.grapevinetexas
usa.com (also see www.grapevine
history.org). The area code is 817.

Main Street Days Festival
takes place May 14-16, 2004. A
Fireworks Extravaganza lights up
Lake Grapevine July 4. GrapeFest
will be held Sep. 9-12, 2004.

Butterfly Flutterby, celebrating the
migrating monarchs on their way to
Mexico, takes place Oct. 16, 2004,
in Liberty Park. December brings the
annual Parade of Lights (Dec. 2,
2004) and Christmas on Main
Street (Dec. 3-4, 10-11, 17-18,
2004). The New Vintage Wine Trail
takes place annually in early Apr. For
details, contact the Grapevine CVB
(see above).

The Grapevine
Vintage Railroad (formerly the
Tarantula) runs excursion trains to
the Fort Worth Stockyards. Round-
trip fares: $20, $18 age 55 and
older, $10 ages 3-12, free age 2
and younger. One-way fares avail-
able. Board at the 1901 Cotton
Belt Depot, home to the Grapevine
Historical Museum, at 705 S. Main.
Call 410-3123 for schedules; www.
gvrr.com.

The Grapevine Opry performs
music shows weekly at the restored
1940, Art Deco-style Palace Theatre
(300 S. Main; 481-8733 for reserva-
tions and information; www.palace-
theatre.com). Various other perform-
ances also take place in the adja-
cent, smaller, Mediterranean-style

Grapevine
Lae Recreational
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Lancaster Theatre. Part of the 1983
movie Tender Mercies, with Robert
Duvall, was filmed at the Palace.

Grapevine is home to 6 wineries:
La Buena Vida Vineyards (416 E.
College St., 481-9463), Delaney
Vineyards (2000 Champagne Blvd.,
481-5668), La Bodega Winery and
Tasting Room (Terminal A, DFW,
972/574-1440), Homestead
Winery and Tasting Room (211 E.
Worth St., 251-9463), Cross Tim-
bers Winery and Tasting Room (805
N. Main, 488-6789), and Su Vino
Winery and Tasting Room (120 S.
Main, Ste. 4, 416-9333).

Lake Grapevine
stretches northwest of downtown.
With 146 miles of shoreline, it is a
great spot for windsurfing, sailing,
camping, mountain biking, and fish-
ing. Call the US Army Corps of
Engineers at 481-4541 for more
information, or go to www.grapevine
texasusa.com.

Cowboys Golf Club is at 1600
Fairway Dr., 5 mi. north of DFW and
a quarter-mile west of Grapevine
Mills mall; 481-7277; www.cowboys
golf.com.

The Trails of Grapevine comprise
16 mi. of hard-surface trails and
3 mi. of soft-surface trails within
the city limits, with more to come

(34 mi. total planned, linking 9 parks
and other sites).

Five acres of serenity in the midst
of the Metroplex make up Grape-
vine's Botanical Gardens at Heri-
tage Park. Heritage Park is at 411
Ball St.; 410-3122.

1 Downtown businesses
include gift, home decor, and furni-
ture stores, a cigar store, and Elli-
ott's Hardware ("100,000 things you
can't live without"), established in
1947 (108 W. Northwest Hwy. at
Main, 424-1424). Antique shops
include Antique Revival (418 S.
Main, 329-7882), and Main Street
Antiques (423 S. Main, 488-3647).

Vetro Glassblowing Studio & Gal-
lery, which sells art glass and offers
demonstrations and classes, recently
moved to new studio space (701
S. Main, 251-1668; www.vetroart
glass.com).

Grapevine Mills mall is off Texas
121, at 3000 Grapevine Mills Pkwy.
(Farm Rd. 2499); www.grapevine
mills.com.

Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World,
with one of the Southwest's largest
hunting and fishing departments, is
2 mi. north of DFW, off Texas 121,

U

at 2501 Bass Pro Dr.; 972/724-
2018; www.basspro.com.

Grapevine has more
than 3,700 hotel rooms. The new
Gaylord Texan Resort & Convention
Center on Lake Grapevine is at
1501 Gaylord Trail; 778-2000 or
866/782-7897. Embassy Suites
Outdoor World is at 2401 Bass Pro
Dr.; 972/724-2600. Garden Manor
Bed & Breakfast Inn is a half-block
off Main, at 205 E. College St.; 424-
9177 or 877/424-9177; www.
gardenmanorbandb.com. (See www.
grapevinetexasusa.com for a com-
plete list of the city's hotels.)

Among the city's hundreds
of dining choices are: Main Street
Bread Baking Company (316 S.
Main, 424-4333; also at 7200
Bishop Rd., Ste. D-11, in Plano;
www.themainbakery.com), Big Fish
Seafood Grill and Bar (formerly Half
Shells Oyster Bar; 414 S. Main, 481-
2010), Ravioli Ristorante (120 E.
Worth St., 488-1181), Waffle Way
(1206 W. Northwest Hwy., 481-3908),
Weinberger's Delicatessen (601 S.
Main, #100, 416-5577), and Will-
hoite's Restaurant (432 S. Main,
481-7511).

After a satisfying evening meal at Willhoite's Restaurant on Main Street, Harley
riders Trish "Grits" Valestro and Mark "Diesel" van der Berg, both of Bedford,
prepare to ride into the sunset.

who bought the B&B last year, believes able to retain that quality," says Judy. DAN McGRAW, formerly a senior editor of U.S.

the city's historic character is important. It is rare in this age of sprawl for small- News c5- World Report, wrote about the town
of Shamrock in the March 2003 issue of Texas

But she finds equally important the er cities to retain their identity. Grapevine Highways.
modernity that Grapevine also fosters. stands as a testament to the belief that Freelance photographer RODGER MALLISON's

"You get the feeling you are in a small older suburbs need not give up their char- images of Billy Bob's Texas appeared in the Jan-
town. Not very many suburbs have been acter and charm.* uary 2003 issue.

May 2004 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 19



EAl

ON THE .

By William Dylan Powell -Photographs by Robert

OST PEOPLE MISS IT. Driving east on Texas

87 from the Bolivar Ferry landing just across J
the bay from Galveston, you'll see cow pas-

tures on your left that could be in Brenham or Ennis.

On your right-if you look just above the scrubby,

sandy brush-you'll see the hulking profiles of ships

coming in from Europe, Asia, and the Middle East.

So it's easy to miss a windblown wooden sign that reads: "Best Fishing and Crabbing on the Gulf Coast."

Welcome to one of the Texas Gulf Coast's best-kept secrets, the North Jetty in Port Bolivar,

which brings in families from miles around -o enjoy a traditional coastal pastime-crabbing.

20 TEXAS HIGHWAYS May 2004



q

.1. F c'

Every Mother's Day weekend (May 7-9 this year), thousands of crab-crazy folks come to C-ystal Beach, on the Bolivar Peninsula, to celebrate their
favorite crustacean. Above, "balloonatic" Jeff Rogganbuck of League City shows off his creation. On the facing page, Trent and Rene Guidry herald Trent's
triumphant win in the Crab Legs Contest.
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At the southwestern end of the Bolivar

Peninsula, the North Jetty extends near-

ly five miles into the Gulf like an oversize

sidewalk. It's one of two wide, granite

restraining walls built to give big ships

access to the inland ports of Galveston and

Houston. The Army Corps of Engineers

began work on the jetties in 1874, and

shortly after their completion in 1898,

the quiet coastal villages on the peninsula

developed into major shipping and retire-

ment communities. But more than a cen-

tury later, they haven't lost their small-

town feel-or their taste for crabs.

At the base of the North Jetty sits the

North Jetty Bait Camp, a two-story,

wooden structure with an outdoor show-

er, a covered deck, and an upstairs bar.

Along the jetty's first 200 yards of smooth

concrete, kids squint and point to the ends

of wet strings and to nets as they discov-

er the ocean's marvels. Past the pavement

begins a series of large, flat granite

boulders; here, you'll find more-serious

sportfishing. You can walk nearly two miles

out to sea before reaching the boat cut; at

that point, as boats cruise on either side of

you, it's like you're standing on the water.

Juana Ramirez (inset), who lives ii Houston, comes to the rocks of the North Jetty to catch craos wui her daua. or iony Wang and Diana Zhou, crabbing
the North Jetty lends itself to relaxation, romance, and oftentimes, dinner.
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Residents or tourists looking for a
good time-and dinner-comprise most
of the jetty's usual crabbing crowd. Not
only can you enjoy the sun and sand of ~.f ~
the Texas coast, but if you're quick
enough, you might also land a delicious

Almost 100 types of crabs live off the
Texas coast, but the most common culi-
nary crab is the blue :rab. Its scientif-
ic name, Callinectes sapidus, means--
"beautiful swimmer :hat is savory."
The spiny shell glows a rich, grayish green,
and the crabs have a soft, white under-
belly and claws the colors of a LubbockI
sunset. The body of a full-grown blue
crab is nearly six inches across (not in-

MV

excluding the legs). And tbere are plenty of

blue crabs to go around. n
Houston resident J. Gray Padfield, who

discovered the jetty several years ago, now =i
akes regular[ trips to the Bolivar Peninsula

At the annual Texas Crab Festival, crab-race announcer Jean Altemus revels in her reputation as a BlIivar Peninsula spitfire. "You oughtta see those crabs
go!" she says. long with plerty of food and drink, the festival features a carnival, live music, a petting zoo, and a talent show.
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with his family. "We gather up the kids

and whoever else wants to go, load up the

Suburban, and head to Bolivar. We make it

a full-day event. On a trip last year, we

caught enough crabs to feed our family

and our out-of-town guests."

You can pick up all the North Jetty crab-

bing supplies you need on the drive there for

less than $10 (though you will need a fish-

ing license with a saltwater stamp). Crab-

bing requires a weighted cotton string, some

'~%f

L+ y 7 I.

bait, and a net. Crabs love chicken necks,
which are sold by the dozen at area bait

shops. Just tie the chicken neck to the end of

a 10-foot string, and throw it into the water.

When you feel the crab nibbling or see it hit

the chicken, scoop the crab up while it's still

in the water, and put it on ice. Then kick

back and think about what kind of wine

goes with blue crab. (Michael Gaido of

Gaido's Restaurant in Galveston recom-

mends anything from Llano Estacado Sig-

7,

/r

bra

nature White to Louis Jadot Nuit St.

George, depending on how it's prepared.)

Catching blue crabs is easy-but not too

easy. Not everybody who tries it goes home

with a crab dinner. When the crab sees your

net coming, those five pairs of legs often dart

away before you can say "Chinese takeout."

T HE LURE OF THE BEACH and the im-
pressive crab population here have

created a huge following, and once

4a

~kt1~J
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ieamis iiuli ai over the uuii uuas vie or piizes in tie Tesuvai 6 crau uixiu. -ruii cli, Sherry Hatch, Chris Makin, and Sonny Makin satisfy the crowds with
their thick, spicy gumbo. "It took me years to perfect the roux,' says Chris.
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Crab-race contestant Kayla Francis encourages her crab
with squirts of water.

a year, these devoted crab lovers have a tig

party. A few miles from the jetty, crab Ne
fiends and the crab-curious unite every in

Mother's Day at Crystal Beach's Gregory co

Park. where the Texas Crab Fes:ival gets sel

into fall swing (May 7-9, 2004). Around ha
12,000 crab-crazy people attend, with the an
numbers swelling every year. Kids go crazy big
for the crab races, carnival, petting zoo,
clcwns, and talent show. Adults love the Fes
live rnus-c (zydeco legend Wayne Toups as
headLned last year), crab cookoff, craft to
booths, and crab prepared in ways Paul sul

Prudhomme would surely approve-from pre
cra' nachos to soft-shell crab sandwiches. Pe
And true to festival form, you'll find just Co

abou- any food-on-a-stick you could want. sev
Fest-goers really hit the jackpot at the we

crab cookoff, as the food is for sale. tiv
Anor yrnous judges sample the entries wh

throughout the day, while dozens of teams cr

ccmpete for money and prizes. Last year, co
Chris Makin of the Crystal Beach Mardi ou

Gras Lighthouse Krewe hoped to topple co

the competition with her killer crab

gumbo; she has been perfecting her

recipe for years. Huge bowls of the

fragrant, spicy concoction flew out

of her booth as fast as she could

serve them. "My secrets are patience

and perseverance," she says. "It's a
lot of work, but it's also a lot of

fun!" Behind her, volunteers shuf-
fled plates of crawfish fettuccini,
stuffed crabs, and crawfish po' boy

sandwiches, while Cajun music

blared in the background.
At the booth next door, Steve's

Landing Restaurant and Marina
hoped to pinch the grand prize
away from the Lighthouse Krewe
with its own offerings, including
crab cakes so tasty you couldn't

eat just one.
Past the food court, 76-years-

young Jean Altemus, master of cer-
emonies for the festival's crab races,
announced an

Sponsors of the

winning crabs

(some 90 races

take place daily)

receive both a
prize and pres-

ious bragging rights.

arby, contestants

the Miss Crab Legs
test busied them-

ves preparing their

irdos, bathing suits,
d strategy for their
moment.

"The Texas Crab
tival started in 1985

a way to promote

urism on the penin-

a," says Anne Willis,
sident of the Bolivar

ninsula Chamber of

mmerce. "At the time,
'eral nearby towns
re having shrimp fes-

als. But, we thought,
at of the succulent

ab, which has be-
me such a big part of
r culture here on the

ast?" Funds raised at

upcoming race.

FsesesU

the festival go toward projects such as

beach cleanups and college scholarships.
After Mother's Day, the crab T-shirts,

crab earrings, and crab hats revert from

mandatory uniform to occasional wear.

And the crab cult migrates back to the

North Jetty.

If you want to join them, bring your
valid Texas fishing license with saltwater

stamp (read the crabbing rules that come

with your license). Crabs spoil quickly, so
cover them with ice immediately-and

keep them covered. And don't forget to
wear sunscreen and drink plenty of fluids.

When the trip is over, you'll have a good

tan, great memories, and the most memo-
rable seafood takeout in Texas. *

WILLIAM DYLAN POWELL is a full-time free-
lance writer in Houston whose family has been
visiting the Bolivar Peninsula for generations.

Galveston photographer ROBERT MIHOVIL's
island images appeared in the February issue. At last
year's Texas Crab Festival, Robert enjoyed some
of the most delicious gumbo he had ever eaten.

p For Crabs
THE NORTH JETTY is 1.5 miles
east of the Bolivar Ferry Landing at
Port Bolivar. You can access the
jetty itself 24/7, and the North
Jetty Bait Camp, which offers food,
libations, bait, and other necessi-
ties (but does not sell fishing
licenses), opens daily 6 a.m.-
9 p.m. Call 409/684-7200.

A fishing license with a saltwater
stamp is required to go crabbing;
you can call 800/895-4248 or
buy them at most neighborhood
bait shops and convenience stores.

To Beaumont
To Houston

to * Winnle
Anahuac Stowell

562 Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway

HI

Smith 56
Point Gilchris~rsa

Crysto Bal PGalveston eact BOLIVAR
Bay PENINSULA

Port / Gulf of
Boia - Mexico

% j Free 24-hour
5 ®' terry crossing

Toyloustor

. Galveston BOLIVAR
PENINSULA

NOTE TEXAS 87 CLOSED FROM HIGH
ISLAND NORTH APPROXIMATELY 25 MILES

An annual license costs $23, but you can buy a 3-day license for $12;
a saltwater stamp costs $10. What are the rules? In a nutshell, regula-
tions prohibit possessing crabs smaller than 5 inches in width, "sponge"
crabs (female crabs carrying a mass of eggs on their abdomens), or
crabs with their abdominal aprons torn off. (The claws of female blue
crabs have red tips.) For more on crabbing regulations, see www.tpwd.
state.tx.us/fish/guide/crab99.htm.

THE TEXAS CRAB FESTIVAL takes place Mother's Day weekend
(May 7-9, 2004) at Gregory Park in Crystal Beach. Admission: $6, free
age 12 and younger. Food items generally cost $1-$6. For more infor-
mation about the festival, and about lodging, dining, birding opportunities,
and other things to do in the area, call the Bolivar Peninsula Chamber
of Commerce, 409/684-5940; www.bolivarchamber.org and www.
crystalbeach.com.
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EATED inside the bedroom-turned-artist's

studio of her central Austin home, Mary
Doerr squirts a tube of paint into an ice

cube tray and mixes it with water. Dip-
ping her paintbrush into the bright green mix,
she carefully dabs her brush on paper, forming a
green pool of what will soon become a tree. "The

beautiful thing about watercolors is that the paper
shines through the more

water you use," she

says, blotting the paint

with a paper towel as

it saturates the paper.

Mary is working on

just one of a series of

limited-edition collec-

tor's plates that she

has been commis-

sioned to paint for

the University Co-Op

bookstore. The col-

lection will include

paintings of buildings
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versity of Texas at Austin (UT), including the one

she is currently working on, the Red McCombs

School of Business.

This commission, along with keeping her

"Images of Austin" art gallery stocked with her art-

work, keeps the locally respected watercolorist and
Texas native busy creating a realistic visual record

of the city she knows and loves best. Just one step
inside her Burnet Road art gallery reaffirms this.

On display, in the painted wood building with
red and yellow trim, are not only paintings of

Austin landmarks like the Texas State Capitol, the

University of Texas Tower, and Treaty Oak, but
also places like the Cedar Door, Sixth Street, the
Tavern, the late, lamented Armadillo World
Headquarters and the long-gone Chief Drive-In.
In other words, a host of Austin treasures as well

as some of its departed pleasures. Mary's work
invariably captures the funky, the distinctive, and

the beautiful nature of the Capital City.

B0 R N in 1934 in the Panhandle town of Memphis,
Mary moved with her family to Austin when she
was six years old. She grew up with the city, and
her affinity for its environs is readily conveyed in
her artwork. "An advantage I have is that I know
what the town was once like and what it is be-

coming," she says. "I can capture it."

One painting in particular, titled Images of
Austin, is a collage of "everything Austin" both

LAKE AUSTIN
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DOORS OF AUSTIN

then and now, such as the Town Lake Hike-

and-Bike Trail, Nau's Enfield Drug store, the Para-

mount Theatre, the statue of Stevie Ray Vaughan,
the Poodle Dog Lounge, and longtime events like

Spamarama and Eeyore's Birthday Party. And

that's just the short list.

As a child, Mary spent much of her free time

playing outside with her friends, rolling around

on the grassy hills, and climbing the towering
oaks in her neighborhood, rather than hunched

8* h

DRISKILL HOTEL

over canvas, paintbrush in hand. Which isn't to

say that the artistic bug hadn't bitten her. It's just
that there were hills to explore and somersault

races to be won.

As she grew up, her artistic talents shone
through more and more. In the 1950s, as a UT un-

dergraduate majoring in physical education, she

designed her sorority's float for the UT Roundup
parade: a gigantic beer stein that won "best-all-
around." After graduation, Mary worked as district

advisor for the Girl Scouts, again using her cre-
ativity in projects for that organization.

It wasn't until midlife that Mary fulfilled her
childhood dream of becoming an artist, when she

returned to UT to earn her bachelor's and master's

degrees in fine arts. In 1985, she began selling her
work at art shows and from her home. Her water-

colors proved so popular that she opened her own
gallery. "I was thrilled for her," says longtime
friend Keith Brown, who has known Mary for 36
years. "Mary is a rare kind of person. She decides
on a goal after a lot of thought and investigation
and then executes it."

Ever since her first print sold some 20 years ago

at Austin's Pecan Street Festival (it was a painting of
Sixth Street, which began as Pecan Street), Mary's
artwork has had quite a following in both Austin
and elsewhere in Texas. Her subject matter is al-

most exclusively from Austin and the Southwest.
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SHADY 3RGVE

"Anything I paint of Austin is very popular,"

she says.
Mary starts out each painting the same way: by

photographing the building or scene she is going
to paint. She rarely paints on-site, since the move-
ment of the sun can dramatically change a view,
she notes. She prefers to paint in the comfort of a
studio, where she can listen to music or the play-
by-play of a Lady Longhorns' basketball game.

Her work includes commissions for a wide vari-
ety of corporate clients, including Austin-Berg-
strorm International Airport, Motorola, Seton
Healthcare Netwvork, and most recently, the Uni-
versity Co-Op and SBC.

Though her vision has recently been in decline,
Mary continues to be prolific, producing an aver-
age of 40 works a year. Her lively perspective on
Austin is indeed a special gift for everyone who
loves this singular Texas city. *

Recent UT Austin graduate and former Texas Highways
inter JENNIFER NALEWICKI also enjoys painting,
even if it's just by numbers.
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View Mary Doerr's work at Images of Austin and the South-
west Art and Frame Gallery, 4612 Burnet Rd., Austin 78756;
512/451-1229; www.imagesofaustin.com.
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,__ ustinite Rusty Yates may be a businessman dur-

ing the week, but come weekends and other days off, he

indulges his passion for observing and documenting the natu-

ral world of Texas with camera and film. He began his pho-

tographic journey by taking pictures of cattle in the 1980s

while working on a ranch in East Texas, but he quickly real-

ized that his tiue visual love lay in captuiig Texas landscapes.

To pursue this love, Rusty traveled to many of the state's parks

and natural areas, learning the skill of photography one expo-

sure at a time. "I have no formal photographic training," says

R usty. "I'm self taught and have made cvcry conccivablc mis-

take. But, if my work brings awareness of the beauty of our

world, and the need to be wise stewards of it, then I have been

successful." Cw We think Rusty has been successful-he has

shared his scenic images with the magazine over the past

decade for a variety of stories, always enriching the final lay-

out for editor and reader alike. For this photo feature, we

asked Rusty to give us what he considered to be his best Texas

images. Editing the hundred-plus images down to the handful

you see here proved difficult, but rewarding, because these

photographs reveal as much about Rusty's passion and Bale-

ful art as they do about our varied Texas landscape. We hope

you will savor the next few pages, reflecting Rusty's ongoing

quest to offer a distinctive view of our place in nature.

-MICHAEL A. MURPHY

RUSTY YATES, lils wife Ellen, and Lleii five uLhildrei live, unid play, iii Lle hills
west of Austin.

C
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FACING PAGE: SUNSET, SOUTH RIM OF THE CHISOS MOUNTAINS, BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK: CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: DEW-LADEN SPIDERWEBS IN A HAYS COUNTY

MEADOW; LOUISIANA IRIS, PALMETTO STATE PARK; LIVE OAK ACORNS NEAR FREDERICKSBURG.
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ANGLLkS HALADING U U UR LAIE -ALINON FLATS FSH NG VVIIH CORPUS C di OL S i UNu.

r 1 T" ,1it

FACING PAGE: ELLEN YATES FLYFISHING AT GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK; ABCVE, LEFT TO RIGHT, RIVER ROCKS, PEDERNALES RIVER:

DRIED FLOWERS, W LD AND DOMESTIC, FROM THE YATES GARDEN.
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BY GENE FOWLER

PHOTOGRAPHS
BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

"OF THE GENUINECOMMU -
NITY-BASED FOLK MUSIC
TRADITIONS THAT STILL EXIST
IN TEXAS," EXPLAINS IN-

TERNATIONAL ACCORDION
FESTIVAL COPRODUCER PAT
JASPER, "MANY ARE BASED

ON T HE A CCOR DION. n

ACC ORDION'- derived from the German word akkord, which means "agreement"or "harmony." One recent October morn, as I stepped toward

Maverick Plaza in San Antonio's La Villita district-site of the annual International

Accordion Festival-I felt suddenly... har-

monious. As the bouncy sounds of New

Braunfels' Jubilee Polka Band reached my

ears and set my stride in tempo, I noticed

my mood turn curiously..,.agreeable.

All that weekend during the festival, an

eclectic mix of performers kept the good
times rolling with a variety of distinctive

genres, all of which featured the accordion,

affectionately known as the squeezebox.

The music included Cajun, conjunto, zyde-

co, Western Swing, Texas Czech, and more.

The Gypsies, a group from Houston, added Sanagdu iiJeinez ii., tIu ,.

an Eastern European flavor, and the Alamo to accordion pioneer Santiago Jim6nez Sr., modeled

City's Aniceto Molina played vallenato, an his playing after his father's.

indigenous music from his Colombian homeland. Brave Combo, from Denton, irradiated

the dance floor with its own concoction, dubbed "nuclear polka."

The International Accordion Festival offers a concentrated primer on squeezebox

diversity every fall (October 16-17, 2004), but you can savor the instrument's expressive

tones year round in Texas at roadhouses, churches, fairs, and fiestas. As Austin film-

maker Hector Galan, producer/director of the 2001 documentary Accordion Dreams

points out, America has lately "rediscovered" the accordion through a "renewed inter-

est in grassroots, regional musical styles." That theme resounds in the 1,000-member

Texas Accordion Association, which features performances by a 50-accordion orchestra

at its annual convention in Richardson. The instrument has also caught the ear of many

of the state's finest rock and country artists. The ensemble backing Jimmie Dale Gilmore

in a Tonight Show with Jay Leno performance, for instance, included Texas squeezebox

legend Ponty Bone.

"Of the genuine, community-based folk music traditions that still exist in Texas,"

explains International Accordion Festival coproducer Pat Jasper, "many are based on the

accordion." Those traditions began in the mid-1800s, a mere generation after the instru-

ment's 1820s genesis in Vienna and Berlin. Immigrants from Germany, Poland, and

Czechoslovakia brought accordions to Texas and soon were waltzing and polka-danc-

ing under New World skies.

THE MA IN SQUEEZE
40 TEXAS HIGHWAYS May 2004



The early imported squeezeboxes were diatonic accordions with one row of buttons,
which meant that a button would play one note when the bellows contracted and anoth-

er when they expanded. (The sound is produced when the air movement generated by the

bellows strikes metal reeds inside.) In time, a second and third row of buttons was added,
thus adding more notes. European immigrant musicians generally switched to the piano ac-

cordion, which, as the name suggests, has a right-hand, piano-style keyboard with a two- to

three-and-a-half-octave range, while the left hand presses anywhere from 12 to 120 buttons.

These days, the amount of band and dance activity covered in the monthly Texas

Polka News, published in Houston, indicates that the tradition remains vibrant. Mark

Halata of Houston, for one, carries on in the tradition of old-time favorite Tex-Czech

artists like Vrazels' Polka Band and Wence Shimek and the Red Ravens. "But being

Texas State Accordion Champion at age 13 didn't exactly make me a big man on cam-

pus in junior high during the MTV 1980s," he jokes. Mark describes the music of his

band, Texavia, as "a Tex-Moravian accordion heaven."

Vrazels' Polka Band, based near Cameron and led by brothers Alfred and Anton
Vrazel, celebrated its 50th anniversary last year and still plays about once a week, often

[CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP RIGHT] Diane Weatherall, a.k.a. Lady D the Zydeco Diva, leads Houston's sizzlin' Zydeco Tor-
nadoes. Detail of a Hohner piano accordion. Alfred and Anton Vrazel of Cameron lead Vrazels' Polka Band. Anton
plays the piano accordion. and his brother plays the button accordion, as well as saxophone and ; guitar.

A C CO RDION CULTURE[
May 2004 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 41



VR AZEL S' POLKA BAND,

LED BY BROTHERS ALFRED
AND ANTON VRAZEL,
IS ONE OF THE FEW
BANDS TO USE BOTH
PIANO ACCORDION AND

BUTTON ACCORDION.

in communities like Bleiblerville, Fe- r

dor, Frenstat, Hilije, Kurten, Snook,
and Wied. In 1991, the band played

the Texas Festival at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C.

"When I was 10," says Alfred, "I 4
talked my mother into buying mea

two-row Hohner button accordion

from Sears for $32. Our band's

repertoire is mainly music from the

Old Country that we grew up on,

polkas like 'If I Were a Bird' and

waltzes like 'The Czech Farmer.

Like most polka bands today, the

brothers also play classic country.

Anton plays piano accordion, and

Alfred plays the button accordion

(plus guitar and sax).

"The Vrazels are one of the few

bands to use both button and

piano," says the International Ac- Jolivriy Degollado, who repairs, tunts, and plays auu
cordion Festival's Pat Jasper. in his backyard workshop in South Austin, learned his art from

"'Playing for the People' is the the legendary Camilo Cantu.

Vrazel motto," says Alfred. "All the band members feel very close to the audience

when we play."

That community dynamic also applies to conjunto accordionists, who adopted the

squeezebox in the 19th Century from German and Czech immigrants. At first, the Texas-

Mexicans replicated the Old World styles. But around 1900, as musicologist Manuel Pena

explains, conjunto (meaning "ensemble" or "musical group") evolved into a new and

unique art form with the addition of the bajo sexto, or Mexican 12-string guitar. The

indigenous sound evoked its birthplace, the Tex-Mex borderlands of the Rio Grande.

From the beginning, South Texans put their distinctive stamp on conjunto. The half-

blind accordionist Bruno Villarreal (1901-1976), who made the first commercial con-

junto recording in 1928, is said to have walked three miles daily to Santa Rosa in the

Rio Grande Valley to play for tips on the street. Narciso Martinez (1911-1992), regard-

ed as the "father" of modern conjunto and known as "El Huracin del Valle" ("The

Hurricane of the Valley") for his blazing-fingers virtuosity, introduced the now-common

practice of playing only the treble/melody buttons of the accordion, which are on the

right side, and leaving the bass part (the accordion's bass notes are on the left side) to the

bajo sexto. Santiago Jimenez Sr. (1913-1934) added the tololoche, or Tejano contrabass,

to the mix of instruments, and Valerio Longoria (1924-2000) established drums and

vocals as ingredients of conjunto, singing canciones rancheras and romantic boleros in

42 TEXAS HIGHWAYS May 2004
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his smooth, sweet style. In the 1950s, Tony de la Rosa developed the South Texas polka

dance style called el tacuachito ("the possum"), which Manuel Pena describes as "a

deliberate, swaying glide like a pregnant possum." By 1960, the modern conjunto band

included the three-row button accordion, bajo sexto, electric bass, and drums. More

recently, acordeonistas like Eva Ybarra pierced the conjunto gender barrier. Not only is

Eva a recording artist and performer, she also gives button-accordion lessons at San

Antonio's Palo Alto College.

Songs in the conjunto repertoire often tell stories from real life. For example, "La

Camera," written by Austin accordionist Johnny Degollado, tells of the musician's lost

love, a cashier he met in Littlefield in 1954. Reunited nearly 30 years later, Johnny and

Antonia, the cashier, recently celebrated 10 years of marriage.

Johnny's music also pays homage to his mentor, Camilo Cantu (1908-1998), whom

Johnny first heard in 1942 at Del Valle's outdoor dance hall, La Polkita.

But while honoring the past, conjunto continues to evolve. Accordion superstar Flaco

Jimenez, who draws huge crowds in Europe and Japan and has recorded with the Roll-

ing Stones, says that much of today's music is "still conjunto but [it] sounds a little more

rockish, jazzier, and it can be bilingual." Indeed, the high-voltage performer Esteban

"Steve"Jordan of San Antonio has been called "the Jimi Hendrix of the accordion."

Buda box-squeezer Joel Guzmin also delivers exciting stage presence. Influenced by

his musical father, Joel (pronounced joe-EL) began playing at an early age in Washington

state, where his family had moved from the Rio Grande Valley, in search of economic

opportunity. "Santiago Almeida, who was Narciso Martinez's bajo sexto player, lived

next door to us," says Joel, "so I also got an incredible education from him." Joel was

further schooled by artists touring from Texas on the migrant circuit, who named the

little squeezer El Pequeho Gigante ("The Little Giant").

Joel moved to Texas in 1978 to play piano with the band Little Joe y la Familia. But

the accordion kept calling. "The accordion is kinda like the tortilla," says Joel. "It's

always there." Today, Joel squeezes, and his wife, Sarah Fox, sings traditional songs in

their Mexican Roots Trio, and they push the genre envelope in another project, the band

Aztex. Enthusiastic about many forms of music, Joel has also played with the

Flatlanders, the Joe Ely Band, and many others. "I may play a box," quips Joel, "but I

don't want to be put in one."

San Antonio accordionist Juan Tejeda, described as "ever-animated" by one critic,
played in nightclubs as a preteen. "But like many of my peers," explains Juan, "I felt a

stigma. At school, they punished us for speaking Spanish. We were made to feel cultur-

ally inferior, and I was ashamed of playing the button accordion." After coming to terms

with his heritage at the University of Texas, where he majored in Chicano studies in the

1970s, Juan vowed, "No mds. Never again." Back in San Antonio, he founded the

Tejano Conjunto Festival in 1982 and organized the event for its first 17 years.

"We featured plenty of traditional conjunto at the festival," says Juan, "but we also

offered programs like 'Conjunto Meets Cajun and Zydeco' and 'Women's Accordion

Night."' One year's fest included a performance by Los Gatos, a conjunto group from

*i--iiii
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[-ROM TOP] Auzt n's Poity Bone, leader of the
Squeezetones, fuses Cajun, zydeco, conjunto,
country, folk, rock, blues and more. His music
feels like a full-scale party. Joel Guzman of
Buda teache_ the art of squeeze to his son,
Joel Gabriel Guzmsn.
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MOST CONJUN O bOX-

SQUEEZERS PLAY THE
THREE-ROW DIATONI
ACCORDION, BUT TR -
DITIONAL CAJUN AC -
CORDIONISTS, LIKE GARY
BERTRAND OF BEAUMONT
PREFER THE SINGLE-
ROW DIATONIC.

Japan. Juan's own band, Conjunto Aztlan, is similarly inclusive. "We've mixed in elements

of zydeco, reggae, blues, rock, spoken word, and indigenous Indian sounds," he explains.

"Right now, we're working on a CD of original love songs, From Aztlan With Love."

Juan teaches conjunto at San

Antonio's Palo Alto College, helping

to impart accordion traditions to a

new generation that includes players,

many of whom are too young for col

lege, like Robert Casillas, Jesse Turner,

and Cecilia Saenz. In Hector Galin's

2001 documentary, Accordion Dreams,

Victoria Galvin takes the stage in a

formal gown to play accordion at her

own quinceanera, a traditional cele-

bration for a girl's fifteenth birthday.

In 2002, Victoria received the Tejano

Music Awards Female Rising Star of

the Year Award.

Most conjunto box-squeezers play

the three-row diatonic accordion

today, but in all other musical styles- Leonardo Flaco Jimenez, Santiago Jimenez Jrs older brother,
except Cajun-the "Belly Baldwin" of grew up playing conjunto music. As a teen, he listened to

choice is generally the piano accor- country and rock-'n'-roll stations, and decided to make his

dion. TraditionalC music "a little more rock-ish, jazzier, and more bilingual"
dio. TadtioalCajun accordionists

like Gary Bertrand, of the Beaumont band A Touch of Cajun, prefer the single-row dia-

tonic. As a teen, Gary played guitar in rock, country, and jazz bands, but around age 20,

inspired by his father's playing, he took up the squeezebox. "I was also influenced by

great accordion players like Andrew Cormier, who played with his Rambling Aces at

Cajun-French dance halls like the Rodair in Port Acres," Gary explains.

Band members include Gary's wife, Helen, on drums and his brother T-Bob on guitar.

("He brought a drum set home one day in 1986," says Helen, "put it up in the living

room, and said, 'You're gonna be our drummer."') "We practically raised our kids at the

Rodair," adds Gary. The Bertrands' son Kevin, currently stationed in Iraq with the 101st

Airborne, is also an accordion player. When the soldier comes home, Dad will have plen-

ty of squeezeboxes around for him to practice on. "I've got eight accordions right now,"

says Gary. "Helen says if I get one more, it'll come with divorce papers."

While the waltz and two-step style of Cajun music was established in Louisiana and

imported to southeast Texas, the up-tempo, slightly bluesy, accordion-driven music

called zydeco was arguably developed west of the Sabine. "It was in the industrial boom-

town of mid-20th-Century Houston," posits musicologist Roger Wood, "that black

Creole immigrants and their descendants first fused the old French Louisiana folk music

known as la-la with urban blues to create the new sound of zydeco."
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Roger traces the music's beginnings to the late 1940s in a neighborhood in Houston's

Fifth Ward called Frenchtown, where accordionists like Willie Green and Lonnic

Mitchell, backed by the "chank-a-chank" rhythm of the washboard, played venues like

Irene's Cafe, the Continental Zydeco Ballroom, and Alfred's Place (still in business as the

Silver Slipper Club). The "King of Zydeco," Clifton Chenier (1925-1987), arrived in
Frenchtown in 1947 and introduced such innovations to the genre as the large, piano

accordion (la-la/zydeco players had previously used the button diatonic instrument) and

the washboard vest, which allows the percussionist to wear part of his beat-keeping gear.

In 1964, Chenier recorded his signature piece, "Zydeco Sont Pas Sale" ("snap beans

aren't salty"), at Houston's Gold Star Studios. Two years later, he played the Berkeley

Blues Festival, which some say began zydeco's national popularity.

In Houston today, Wilfred Chevis plays one of Chenier's accordions with his Texas
Zydeco Band. Also in H-town, Step Rideau and the Zydeco Outlaws are "dedicated to

keeping [our] Creole heritage." Their five CDs include original tunes like "Step's Boo-

galoo" and "Bayou Swamp Thang." Lil Brian and the Zydeco Travelers, based in Barrett

Station (near Baytown), play a style they call "Z-Funk." The band's leader, Brian Terry,
began playing accordion at age 13, after seeing Stanley "Buckwheat Zydeco" Dural Jr.

play in Houston's Catholic churches. (Brian even has a tattoo of Stanley's accordion.)

The hardest-working woman in Texas showbiz may be Houston's Diane Weatherall,
a.k.a. Lady D the Zydeco Diva. Lady D took up the squeezebox about seven years ago

at age 42. "I was dating an accordion player," says Lady D, "and I asked him to teach

me. He said it wasn't for women, it was just for men. So I got rid of that man and got

me an accordion." A full-time employee of the Houston Police Department with a sec-

ond job as a home-care provider, Lady D practiced on her lunch hour. "I played for the

ducks in the park," she says. "I just kept telling myself I was gonna be one of the best."

With the infectious zest for life that may just be the essence of zydeco, the Zydeco Diva

is cookin': So far, she has two CDs out, and performs live shows with her band, the

Zydeco Tornadoes.

Cedryl Ballou of Waco started playing at age 14, after his grandfather Rockin' Sydney

Simien ("Don't Mess With My Toot-Toot") passed away. "No one else in my family

played accordion," says Cedryl, "so I thought I'd carry on the tradition." At the

International Accordion Festival in 2002, he decided to make it his life's work.

"I started playing, and people rushed to the stage," he recalls. "Right then I thought,
Oh yeah, this is what I wanna do." Not yet 21, Cedryl has released two CDs of self-

penned material, in addition to Let It Be-Zydeco, a collection of Beatles tunes done in

zydeco style. Cedryl says that, when he first started, some of his teen friends thought the

accordion was, well, a little nerdy. "But now," he adds, "they think it's cool."

In Fort Worth, Ginny Mac had a similar experience from age seven, when she saw a

classical accordionist play at Eagle Mountain Elementary and she decided to take up the

instrument herself. As a young teen, though, she discovered a new world of musical

expression, right under her feet, in the Texas Heritage Music program at Cowtown Opry

in the Fort Worth Stockyards. "My teacher, Devon Dawson, introduced me to 1930s and

[FROM TOP] Gary Bertrand (in front, on accor-
di)n) leads Beaumont's A Touch of Cajun,
which& also includes his wife, Helen, on drums,
and his brother T-Bob on guitar, plus Kenneth
Devers (drums, triangle, and scrubboard)
and Elzie Mathews Jr. on fiddle. When Eva
Ytarra was young, her mother worried that
playing the button accordion might hurt her,
but her father sensed that the instrument
would bring her success.
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ACCORDIONISTS CROSS-

POLLINATE THEIR PLAY-
ING WITH A BEGUILING
BREW OF THE REGION'S
MYRIAD ROOTSY SOUNDS.

Ginny Mac (above) of Fort Worth got hooked
on the accordion at age seven after she
heard a man play at her school. "Since then,"
she says, '"Joey'-my accordion-has been
my main squeeze."

Music runs deep through Ced-yl Bal ou's veins. He now leads Cedryl Ballou & the Zydeco Trendsetters, which

features his grandfather, blues guita-ist Classie Ballou, his father, Cedric, on bass, and his aunt Cacean on

drums. His other grandfather the Ise Rockin' Sydney Simien, was also a renowned zydeco musician.

'40s Western Swing bands that used a lot of accordion," explains Ginny. (Anybody

remember "Swingin' wzth -he Accordion Man" by Bob Skyles and the Skyrockets?)

Today, Ginny is a busy TCU student and an in-demand singing accordion-player of cow-

boy songs and Western Swing with her band, Ginny Mac & Tonic. Performing on Clint

Black's recent CMT Christmas special, Ginny looked like she was born for it.

This being Texas, many accordionists cross-pollinate their playing with a beguiling brew

of the region's myriad rootsy sounds. Austin box-squeezer Ponty Bone has been described

as "the creator of a new style that has not yet been invented." Called by Flaco Jimenez "the

Real McCoy of soulful accordion playing," Ponty started squeezing at age five in San

Antonio. His encyclope--c resum6 includes performances from concert stage to "backyard

pig roast." Before starting his own band, Ponty Bone and the Squeezetones, in 1982, Ponty

toured the world for years with the Joe Ely Band. In a review of Joe's 1978 album, Honky

Tonk Masquerade, Newswrek observed, "An added attraction is Ponty Bone, whose

accordion playing is a revela-ion of how hip this instrument can sound."

That revelation inspired, =mong others, a New England piano player. "I was playing

in a Western Swing band in Boston called Western Union," recalls Austin accordionist

Mike Maddux. "I'd wanted something more portable, so when I saw performances by

Flaco Jimenez and by Ponty 3one with Joe Ely, suddenly the accordion was the thing for

me." The music box that seems to travel from one culture to another so effortlessly led

Mike even farther south. His band, Cerronato, plays vallenato, the musical style that has

migrated north from C3lombia. "It's a storytelling music that features the accordion,

with intensely rhythmic, wildly syncopated bass playing. I wanted to let the Anglo world

know about it."
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Other instances of people seized by the desire to play the accordion seem to come

more out of the blue. It hit Dallasite Norman Seaton, founder of the Texas Accordion

Association and author of the 1994 book Who's Who in the World of Accordions, in a

German restaurant one night in 1981. "There was a man playing the accordion in the

restaurant, and my wife said, 'I think I'll learn how to play the accordion. I've always

wanted to.' So I said, 'Well, I guess I will, too."'

But it's easy to see how folks fall in love with the musical squeezebox that expands

and contracts like a beating heart, each reedy, throbbing note like sonic DNA of the

player's soul. "Everybody has a different way of playing accordion," says Gary

Bertrand. "Even when it's the same music, the same style, you still express yourself as an

individual, because you play accordion from inside the heart. People can sense that."*

GENE FOWLER wrote about old-time medicine shows in the February issue.

J. GRIFFIS SMITH has had a blast traveling Texas and photographing our music legends.

Mike Maddux plays C .. .
with the band Cerronato, shown here at Austin's
Ruta Maya International Headquarters.

ESSENTIALS Squeezed
THE ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL
ACCORDION FESTIVAL will take
place Oct. 16-17, 2004, in La Villita
in downtown San Antonio. Write to
the Office of Cultural Affairs, City of
San Antonio, Box 839966, San An-
tonio 78283-9966; 210/222-2787;
www.internationalaccordionfestival.org.

Accordion Kings offers performances
and workshops by a diverse roster
of squeezebox masters, including
Santiago Jimenez Jr. To inquire about
sponsoring a program, write to Texas
Folklife Resources, 1317 S. Congress,
Austin 78704; 512/441-9255; www.
texasfolklife.org.

The Texas Accordion Assn. holds an
annual convention, with performanc-
es and workshops in Richardson, the
2nd weekend in Mar. (Mar. 12-13,
2005). Write to Norman Seaton,
11240 Drummond Dr., Dallas 75228;
972/270-3791. The TAA Web site
also lists accordion clubs that meet
monthly in Austin, Dallas, Houston,
Longview, Plano, San Antonio, and
West; www.accordions.com/taa.

GERMAN/CZECH POLKA
See For the Road, page 10, for

details on Ennis' annual National
Polka Festival (May 28-30, 2004).

Westfest takes place Labor Day
weekend (Sep. 4-5, 2004). Write to
Box 65, West 76691; 254/826-5058;
www.westfest.com.

Wurstfest takes place Oct. 27-
Nov. 7, 2004. Write to Wurstfest,
Box 310309, New Braunfels 78131-
0309; 800/221-4369; www.wurst
fest.com. For information on New
Braunfels polka bands, visit www.
nbtx.com/pblofnb.

To subscribe to the monthly Texas
Polka News ($20 per year), write to
Box 800183, Houston 77280; 713/
468-2494.

For a wealth of information on polka
and Cajun dance and music, visit
John and Marlys Rivard's home page:
www.angelfire.com/folk/polka.

CO NJUNTO
The annual Tejano Conjunto Fest
(May 6-8, 2004) is held in San
Antonio's Rosedale Park, at 340
Dartmouth. Write to the Guadalupe
Cultural Arts Center, 1300 Guadalupe
St., San Antonio 78207; 210/271-

3151; www.guadalupeculturalarts.org.

San Benito's annual Narciso
Martinez Cultural Arts Center Con-
junto Festival usually takes place
on the weekend closest to Sep. 16
(2004 date not finalized at press
time). The center offers accordion
classes on Thursdays at 7 p.m., and
broadcasts a weekly radio program,
North of the Border, in the Rio
Grande Valley. Write to NMCAC, 225
E. Stenger, San Benito 78586; 956/
571-3325.

Look in your bookstore or library for
Puro Conjunto, ed. by Juan Tejeda
and Avelardo Valdez (Univ. of Texas
Press, 2001), and The Texas-Mexican
Conjunto-History of a Working-Class
Music by Manuel H. Peha (Univ. of
Texas Press, 1985).

To order a videotape of Hector Galsn's
Accordion Dreams, send a check for
$34.95 (includes postage) to Galan
Inc., 5524 Bee Caves Rd., Ste. B-5,
Austin 78746; 512/327-1333;
www.galaninc.com. Visa, MasterCard,
and American Express also accepted.

CAJUN
Pe-Te's Cajun Bar-B-Q House

(11902 Old Galveston Rd., Houston
77034-4841; 281/481-8736) hosts
live music and sells Cajun and zydeco
recordings, books, videos, and more.

Cajun French Music Assn., www.
cajunfrenchmusic.org.

ZYD EC0
Look in your bookstore or library for
The Roots of Texas Music, ed. by
Lawrence S. Clayton and Joe W. Specht
(Texas A&M Univ. Press, 2002), which
includes Roger Wood's essay on zydeco.

SALES/TUNINGS/REPAIRS
Accordions Unlimited Natasha
Geddie sells used accordions and
also directs the Al Trick Accordion
Band. Al, a former vaudeville accor-
dionist with 120 accordion studios
around the country, spent his final
years in Dallas. Write to Vikon Village
Flea Market, 2918 S. Jupiter Rd.,
#A1016, Garland 75041; 972/
783-9512; www.accordions.com/
areunlimited.

Accordion Rose Al Trick's daughter,
Rose Trick Oliver, tunes and repairs
accordions in Port Aransas; 361/
749-7329; www.accordions.com/rose.
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World War Il glider pilots Allen Todd, of Lubbock, and Doug Flynn, of Snyder-both of whom trained at Lubbock's South Pla ns Army Mo,

cockpit of the museum's restored WACO CG-4A (WACO stands for Weaver Aircraft Company). The glider's bare-bones instrument panel includes an altime-
ter, a compass, and an airspeed indicator.

" 'M DOING 100 OR 110 MILES
an hour, but he was leading -
me. The shot went through the

bottom of the airplane in just the right
spot. He shot me in the right arm, just
behind the wrist. I yelled to my copilot to
take over, but he was new, and he froze. I
landed with just my left hand. We hit a
deep ditch, and it took off my landing
gear.... We finally got out, got under the
wing in a deep furrow, with machine guns
going all around us. We stayed there for
the better part of an hour before a patrol
came by [and rescued us]."

Mel, who lives in Safford, Arizona, and
looks and sounds a good deal younger
than his 81 years, is sitting in the lobby of
a Lubbock hotel. He frequently breaks
away from the conversation to yell at other
men of a similar age-glider pilots all.
They pat each other on the back, trade
insults, reminisce about buddies long gone.

Their shared memories go back six

decades. They converge only a few miles
away, at an airfield on the edge of the town
where they learned to fly the big, boxy
gliders they would pilot into Normandy,
Sicily, Germany, and other World War II
combat sites.

The next morning, Mel and his com-
rades gather at that same field-now part
of Lubbock International Airport-to ded-
icate the Silent Wings Museum, a $2.3 mil-
lion treasure chest of combat-glider histo-
ry. Housed within the former airport ter-
minal, the museum features timelines, pho-
tographs, mementos, a touchscreen kiosk,
a wide-screen audiovisual production, and

a restored WACO CG-4A, its green canvas

wings stretching almost as wide as
~- those of a Boeing 737 passenger jet.

"The museum depicts a particu-
lar time during World War II where a

particular tool was usec that was appro-
priate for the job," says Michael Samek of
New York City, another veteran glider

pilot and chaf-man of the National World
War II Glider Pilots Association, which

gathered in Lubbock for the museum's
October 2002 dedication. "The glider was
not without its dangers, but as all of us say,
'That's what you signed up for.' It was a

weapon that was used quite successfully,
by and large. It's obsolete today, but while
it was being used, it was good."

Like helicopters in la:er wars, the big
gliders carried troops and equipment into

spots that were inaccessible to powered air-

planes and other modes of transportation.

Cargo planes towed the gliders to their tar-

get area, then released them for a quick
final descent and landing. Most trips were
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[ABOVE] With a wingspan of almost
84 feet, the CG-4A was constructed
of steel and plywood and covered
with canvas. "It was well built;' says
veteran glider pilot Michael Samek
of New York City.

[LEFT] This modified LK-10 "Yankee
Doodle" sport glider was designated
as a TG-4A by the military and was
used to train pilots.
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Sunday dinner, you'd meet young girls,

and you were accepted."

Between Sunday engagements, Allen

and his buddies learned the quirks of an
aircraft designed strictly for function, not
form. Even a cursory glance at the muse-
um's meticulously restored CG-4A-one

of a handful of survivors from the 13,909

built-shows that it's little more than a
long box with longer wings. The gliders

were built of steel and plywood and cov-

ered with canvas. The simple instrument

panel included an altimeter, a compass, an

airspeed indicator, and a couple of other

instruments.

Despite the planes' spartan looks, the

pilots feel genuine respect, perhaps even
affection, for the gliders. "Some people
refer to them as flimsy, but they're not,"

says Michael Samek. "Flimsy doesn't
fly very well; these were well built."

Non-glider pilots aren't convinced,

[ABDVEJ A museum display replicates the no-frills
wooden barracks typical of South Plains Army
Air Field and other training sites.

[RI3HT] At the entrance to the museum, park-like
Patrio: Plaza honors veterans and their loved
ones with monuments and a pathway made of
engraved bricks.

one-way; with no engine to loft them sky-

ward again, even the gliders that survived

the tricky landings had to be abandoned.

The two-ton CG-4A could carry more

than a dozen soldiers with full combat

gear, or such heavy-du:y equipment as

Jeeps, tractors, and pack mules.

ILOTS RECEIVED preliminary train-

ing at bases across the country,

including several in Texas. At
Plainview, for example, they learned how

to rake "dead-stick" landings by shutting

off the engines of small, powered aircraft.
"You learned how to do precision flying,"

says Hal E. Robinson, a former glider pilot

who has lived in Lubbock since 1952.
Final training took place at Lubbock's

Soath Plains Army Air Field, which
operated from 1942 to 1945 and offered
decidedly spartan quarters. "The build-
ings in Lubbock were tarpaper held

though.
I can't imagine

-74

- K;>

down by rope," say- Allen Todd, a class-

mate of Hal's.

South Plains trained a majority of U.S.

glider pilots during the war-about

4,800 out of 6,000. The intensive train-

ing left the young studens little time to

experience normal life on the Texas

plains. Even so, a few fourd ways to
improve on Army life.

"One of the things I learned was to go to

church and join the choir, sc I was in the

choir at the First Methodis: Church,"

recalls Allen, who retired in Lubock after

37 years with the local Avalanche- ournal

newspaper. "That way, yca'd always get

going into combat with

plywood and painted

canvas as your only

protection," says Phil

Price, a Vietnam vet-

eran and a member of

the board of directors

of the Texas Aviation

Historical Founda-

tion, Inc. (TAHFI),
which helped organ-
ize the new museum.

"They were very brave

guys."
Conveying the brav-

ery and accomplish-
ments of the glider pilots-and preserv-
ing their stories of heroism, sacrifice, and

even the routine of wartime life-is the
whole point of the Silent Wings Museum,

adds Quentin Thomas, a charter member

of the TAHFI board. "The glider pilots
saw their legacy was slipping away," he
says. "They were afraid the stories of their

struggles and sacrifices might be lost."
The legacy was maintained for several

years at the original Silent Wings Museum,
in Terrell. But cramped quarters, a minus-

cule budget, and a slow trickle of visitors
left the museum with an unsure future. At

the urgings of the TAHFI, whose member-
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Museum director Joe
Hays stands beside the
Map Wall, which shows
the sites of U.S. glider-
pilot training fields.
Nine of the 40 sites in
the United States were
in Texas.

ship includes several

glider pilots, the City
of Lubbock offered

to take over and ex-

pand the museum.

"At first, I didn't
know much about

the glider project

myself, and certainly

NORT-7
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not the extent of it, the importance of it,"

says Mark Earle, former aviation director

for Lubbock International Airport, which

owns and operates the museum. "But after

a while, it really started to register that this

was a big part of Lubbock's history. A lot

of people had worked here. I met a 100-

year-old lady who was a parachute packer

and a glider mechanic."

The city decided to house the museum in

the old terminal building, which stopped

serving airline passengers in 1975. It refur-

bished the building and extended it onto

the airport apron by adding a display area

with a curved, floor-to-ceiling glass wall to
house the CG-4A and other large exhibits.

The glider shares this space with a refur-

bished CG-4A cockpit, a sky-blue training
glider suspended from the ceiling, a 1940s
Willys Jeep, and several displays on the

history of South Plains Army Air Field and

the glider training program. Other display

areas house a mockup of a glider slicing
into "Rommel's Asparagus"-tall poles

designed to inhibit or damage the gliders as
they tried to land-plus dozens of small

items from training and combat missions.
A double-screen video presents the history
of the glider program with an emphasis on

the first-person stories of surviving pilots,
while a touchscreen monitor provides de-
tails on many facets of glider operations.

One long wall offers details on all the
major glider operations in the European

and Pacific theaters.

The use of gliders began with support
for Operation Husky, the code name

adopted for the Allied invasion )f Sicily, in
1943. The campaign resulted in heavy
losses and a reassessment of glider tactics.

"We learned a lot," says Michael

Samek, who piloted one of the 12C gliders

on the mission. "We took off fr-rr_ south-

ern Tunisia, flew four-and-a-half hours

over water, and were suppose.: to make

landfall at the tip of Sicily. It was night, the

wind was going like crazy, the ginire was

going like crazy. I wound up in the drink

[Mediterranean Sea] around midniht. We

got most of the guys out and survived by

sitting on the floating wings o- t-e glider.

We were picked up about six -ours later

by a Dutch Navy destroyer. Only about 45

gliders made it to lanc, but tne mission

was accomplished."

Gliders played a significant role in the

D-Day invasion of Normandy, called Op-

eration Overlord, in early Jur of 1944.

Allen Todd piloted one :f several hundred

gliders that carried men and equipment

into France on June 7, the day after the

invasion began.

Allen recalls that most famous of World

War II campaigns while leafing through

a thick scrapbook cf photos, newspaper

clippings, and letters. "We got up at three
in the morning, had a big breakfast, and

took off around 7 o'clock," he says.
"I was carrying a Jeep, a lieutenan-, three

other men, and a set of maps. Everything

was wired to burn if we were captured.

We were flying at about 40--_ feet, at

around 140 miles an aour, wi:h fighter

escorts.

"Finally, the tow pilot gave us the signal

and cut us loose. I landed in a farmyard on

top of a horse and killed it. The farmer

came out to get me with a pitchfork. After

we calmed him down, we unloaded all day.

About 10 or 11 that night, we formed a

platoon and went back to the beach. I was
taken to a British ship, and I went to sleep
and didn't get up till the next afternoon."

Allen and his fellow pilots would fly
many more missions. They carried supplies

and medical personnel to Allied troops at
Bastogne during the Battle of the Bulge;

combat troops to the Philippine island of
Luzon to box in retreating Japanese; and

engineers to Burma to establish a base for
guerrilla fighters. They successfully landed
tens of thousands of combat troops and
thousands of tons of equipment. And they
lived through harrowing adventures.

Before long, the pilots will be gone. But

through the Silent Wings Museum, their
compelling stories will remain, gliding into
history under the broad Lubbock sky. *

Austin writer DAMOND BENNINGFIELD is an
aviation-history buff who has spent many enjoy-
able hours visiting with World War II pilots and
ground crew.

JOSIAH DAVIDSON (www.josiahdavidson.com),
a nationwide landscape photographer for decades,
recently moved to Lubbock.

Silent Wings Museum
THE SILENT WINGS MUSEUM occupies
the old airport terminal, on the west side of
Lubbock Intl. Airport, at 6202 N. 1-27 (Exit 9).
Hours: Tue-Sat 10-6, Sun 1-5. Admission: $4,
$3 age 60 and older, $2 age 11 and younger,
$1 per student for school groups, free for World
War II glider pilots and museum members. Call
806/775-2047; www.silentwingsmuseum.com.
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TIME-TRAVELING TEXAS

Retracig I e Routeo

cPM GU

in the depths of the

Depression, the Roo-
sevelt administration

came up with a startling idea: Why not put

unemployed writers to work producing
travel guidebooks? More than 6,000 anony-
mous writers contributed to the Works
Progress Administration's American Guide
series, one volume for each of the 48 states
and for the territories of Alaska and Puerto
Rico. Texas: A Guide to the Lone Star
State appeared in 1940.

WPA workers drove some 15,000 miles
of Texas highways, and they strove to write
something about every town they passed
through, no matter how small. Where

there were no "sights" for tourists, they
filled their allotted pages with everything
from lyrics of cowboy ballads to the smells
at a general store ("spices, harness oil,
and gasoline"). The 718-page volume they
produced paints a vivid, mile-by-mile
portrait of a place and a time.

Texans traveled slower-and cheaper-
then. The highway speed limit topped out
at 45 mph, and a typical family car cost
about $500. But Texas was no slouch

I
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when it came to progress. Thirty-seven

steamship lines, seven airlines, and 761

newspapers served the state. Houston's esti-

BY KRISTIN JOHANNSEN WITH ROSE
PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

mated population numbered 385,000, San
Antonio had 13 "motion picture houses," and

a streetcar ride across Dallas cost seven cents.

What vestiges of 1940s Texas remain?

My husband, Kevin Millham, and I decid-
ed to find out. We would travel the length

of the WPA Guide's Tour #3, which stretched
487 miles from Texarkana to Lubbock

along US 82, looking for what has changed

-and what hasn't.

Texarkana taught us that one constant is
human nature. The idea of two states shar-

ing a city fascinated the WPA writer just as
much as it delights present-day tourists. "A

Siamese twin among cities," the guidebook
marvels; we had to wait our turn for pho-

tos in front of the colorful state-line mark-

er, where we stood with one foot in Texas
and the other in Arkansas.

Modern-day Texarkana offers a number

of sites that, though not mentioned in the

WPA Guide, commemorate the city's past.

Such must-sees include the curiously

designed Ace of ClLbs House, built in
1885, and a mural
depicting the life cf
native Scott Joplir,

the Pulitzer Prize-winning "King of Rag-

time" musician. Be sure also to visit the

gorgeous Perot Theatre, an ItaLhan Renais-

sance-style gem restored to regal splendor,
where drama, dance. ard Broadway pro-
ductions regularly take the stage.

As we traveled west from Texarkana on

US 82, we started having doubts about

spotting reminders of the Guide's 1940s.

"On cold winter evenings," we read, "great
pine logs burn in the stick-and-nud chim-

neys of log cabins...." Such earthy sighs

escaped us. Furthermore, the box suppers,
singing schools, and traveling medicine shows

were nowhere to be found, either. We'd

come approximately 60 years too late.

Or maybe not. Paris in the late 193')s,

according to the Guide, had a "fresh, modern
architectural beauty," rebuilt after a fire dev-
astated the city in 1916. Since 1927, the
attractive Culbertson Fountain has formed

the downtown plaza's centerpiece. Else-

where, a huge eagle perches atop an optical

store, once a bank, and the Sears building

appears as grand as any big-town museum.
The WPA writer's "modern" may have

become cur "quaint," but it still works
beautifully-and the future looks even
brighter. Sa-ly Cecil, a volunteer at Paris'
Plaza Art Gallery, lists a spate of restoration
projects, then chuckles about the occasion-

al excess o civic pride. "I've been here
40 years, but I'm still a 'Parisite,' not a
'Parisian!"' she says.

In addition to the relatively new 65-

foot-tall replica of the Eiffel Tower
(topped by a cowboy hat), today's travel-

ers will find distinctive reminiscences of
Paris' past. You can tour the Sam Bell
Maxey House State Historic Site, which

[LEFT TO RIGHT] An early-1900s cash register brightens a countertop at the 6666 Supply House in Guthrie.
In the 1940s-'50s, Evelyn Walker, shown here at the Santa Fe DepAt Museum, performed as a trapeze
artist in the all-volunteer Gainesville Communi-y Circis. Evening lights illuminate Culbertson Fountain
in downtown Paris.
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encompasses a restored 1868 home and

smai1 Victorian gardens. And you can

exp-ore Evergreen Cemetery, established

in 1866, where stately tombstones and
monuments mark the graves of hundreds

of early-day Texans.
A stop at Sherman reveals an artistic

rern-nder of the WPA era. The Red River

Historical Museum, housed in the lovely old
Carnegie Library, boasts three oil-on-wood

pair:ings by Texas artist ames Swann.
Placed in the library in 1934, they are
the only examples of WPA art in Grayson

County. The museum offers several interest-
ing exhibits as well, such as a "Farm and

Ranch Room" and "A General Store."

The WPA writers often sought out the

unique and unusual. Here's a great exam-

ple: Gainesville's Community Circus. The
circus fascinated the writer for Tour #7,
which, like Tour #3, visits Gainesville. The
Guide describes how, beginning in 1930,

Gainesville "judges. lawyers, bankers,
school teachers, druggists, doctors, mer-

chants, clerks, oil field workers, and school

children," age six to 60, spent :heir week-

ends performing as "trapezists, tumblers,
acrobats, clowns and in every other circus
capacity." They trained in backyards, sewed

their own costumes, and made hundreds

of appearances around the region.
In Gainesville's San:a Fe Depot

Museum, we watched a bickering 1937

newsreel that spotlighted the circus. The
film underscored the dedication of partici-

pants such as the bank-manager ring-

master and first-grader trapeze artists. In

1954, disaster struck. "The Big Top burned,
and the circus was never the same again,"

says volunteer Margie Simmons sadly.

But you can still see bears and bobcats

and even kangaroos in Gainesville. The
Frank Buck Zoo, founded in 1950 and
scheduled to reopen this fal after an

extensive renovation, isn't the world's big-
gest, but it may be the most charming, with

a thatch-rcofed cottage for its tortoise, and

a farm-animal pen decorated with old
license plates.

We continued our journey westward,
toward Muenster. The guidebook gives a
detailed account of the town's origin as a

colony of German Catholics. At the Muen-

ster Museum, we found ourselves bustled
into the town's attic by its collective aunties.

Eleanor and Trudy Felderhoff, volun-

teering at the desk, made us welcome and

shared a bit of their own histories. Their
late husbands, Frank and Vincent, respec-

tively, were brothers whose grandparents

Franz and Elizabeth Hesse arrived with

early settlers. "When they got off the train,
there was NOTHING here," says Eleanor.

Trudy picks up the narrative: "And

Grandma said, 'Here we are, and we don't

even have anything over our head.' So
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Grandpa opened his umbrella over her and

said, 'Now you do."'

Eras rub elbows cozily in the museum.

Displays include a cherished 1876 Mason

Hamlin Pump Organ, spice tins, a 1930

hospital bed, army uniforms, and a nun's

habit worn by a parish schoolteacher. In

fact, locals sometimes find the artifacts

overly authentic, says Trudy. "People just

say, 'Oh, I have one of those at home."'

How German is Muenster? The Wiener

schnitzel at Rohmer's Restaurant tastes

like some I ate on the Rhine, and even the

table mustard bears a German label. I

do wonder, though, if any supermarket

in Germany boasts its own glockenspiel;

the dancing sausage-makers and other

carved characters that emerge each hour

on the clock tower at Fischer's Meat

Market are pure Muenster magic.

WE DETOURED ONLY ONCE OFF T

ROUTE, AND RODE STRAIGHT INT

Nocona had already gained fame for its

boots in 1940, and the WPA Guide explains

why: A saddle shop stood here in pioneer

days, precursor to several leather-goods

makers. For much of the 20th Century, the

Justin family shod the world in their Justin

4lls
t

In Lubbock, the Na ional Ranching nentiagoe x i fiuuSes JU cIukLik ici buildings, trom cabins
made of sotol and cedar posts (above) to elegant homes of wealthy ranchers.

and Nocona boots. While souvenir shop-

ping in Cavender's Nocona Outlet,
Kevin was delighted to find precisely his

favorite fancy boots, in precisely his odd size.

In the 1940s, as the result of an early-

20th-Century boom,
HE GUIDEBOOK Wichita Falls spurt-

O THE 1930S. ed to glory as a
center for the oil

industry in this part of the state. Today,
while you can still glimpse evidence of oil's

decades-old prominence-as in the city's

Oil and Gas Building downtown-an array

of attractions capture other aspects of the

city's history. Visitors can walk along a
pleasant pathway and admire the 54-foot-
high manmade waterfalls that commemo-

rate the original Wichita River falls, washed
away long ago by floods. In addition, the
historic Kell House Museum offers a look

at lovely 19th-Century furnishings, such

as a player baby-grand piano, while the

Wichita Falls Railroad Museum delights

young and old alike with its vintage steam

locomotive, baggage cars, troop sleepers,
and cabooses.

We detoured only once off the guidebook

route, and rode straight into the 1930s. From

Benjamin, we headed south on Texas 6 seven

miles to a Depression-era wayside shaded

by old mesquite trees. Unemployed Texans

built these massive stone tables and bench-

es in 1935 as a relief project. In the stillness

of that afternoon, I half-expected to see a

Ford Model A sputtering down the road.

Of the towns on Tour #3, Guthrie prob-

ably evinces the most change. To the guide-

book writer, it appeared to be "a collec-
tion of cafes featuring bottled goods, a big

stone jail, a courthouse, a dance hall, and

a few small frame residences"-a place

where cowboys went on a tear on Friday

nights, "40 miles from a preacher." Now-

adays, when you roll into town, a tidy sign

announces a Baptist church.
But the 6666 Supply House, named for

the famous local ranch, still stands here,
selling belt buckles and birthday cards,
thumbtacks and canned soup. The guide-

book claims that Guthrie cowboys took to

wearing white straw hats when some no-

good, two-legged varmint robbed the 6666

of all its ten-gallon hats. As Kevin and I sat
on the shady porch sipping cold drinks and
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watching customers come and go, tales like

that started sounding downright plausible.

Tour #3 ends in Lubbock, a place that

must have come as just as much of a shock

to 1930s travelers as it did to us, with miles

of houses after miles of empty plains. It's

no longer an unusual "dry" cowtown,

though, but a city that loves a good time,

as we discovered at the County Line

Smokehouse and Grill on Friday night.

Here, too, you can revisit icons of

the Old West at the National Ranching

Heritage Center on the campus of Texas

Tech University. The center's 36 authentic

and beautifully restored ranch buildings

THE WPA GUIDE TO TEXAS, originally released
in 1940, was reprinted in 1986 by Texas Monthly
Press. Look for the Guide at libraries and bookstores.

Here is basic information for sites mentioned in
the story:

Texarkana Chamber of Commerce, 903/792-
7191; www.texarkana.org. The Texas Travel Infor-
mation Center is on US 59 between Summerhill
and State Line Ave.; 903/794-2114. The TX-AR
state-line marker photo site is in front of the
U.S. Post Office at 500 State Line Ave. Look for
the Scott Joplin mural atThird & Main sts., down-
town. The Ace of Clubs House is at 420 Pine St.;
903/793-4831. The Perot Theatre is at Third &
Main sts.; 903/792-4992; www.trahc.org.

Paris Visitors and Convention Council, 800/
PARIS-TX; www.paristexas.com. The Eiffel Tower
replica is at the corner of Jefferson Rd. and S.
Collegiate Dr. Plaza Art Gallery is at Eight West
Plaza; 903/737-9699; www.theplazagallery.com.
Sam Bell Maxey House State Historic Site is at
812 S. Church St.; 903/785-5716; www.tpwd.
state.tx.us. Evergreen Cemetery is at S. Church St.
at Jefferson Rd.

Sherman Chamber of Commerce, 888/893-1188;
www.shermantexas.com. The Red River Historical
Museum is at 301 S. Walnut; 903/893-7623;
http://hosting.texoma.net/rrhms.

Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce, 888/
585-4468; www.gainesvilletexas.org. On 1-35 near

were brought here from their original loca-

tions at ranches across Texas. Look for

the reconstructed old red barn that proud-

ly bears the 6666 brand.

Texas cherishes its history, preserving it

in countless museums and monuments.

But with the right guidebook, and the right

pair of eyes, you'll find it still living and

breathing, right at the side of the highway. *

KRISTIN JOHANNSEN cowrote the book Eco-
tourism in Appalachia (Univ. Press of Kentucky),
which came out in January.

Staff photographer J. GRIFFIS SMITH also shot
the story on Accordion Culture, which begins on
page 40.

the state line is the Texas Travel Information
Center; 940/665-2301. The Santa Fe Depot
Museum is at 605 E. California; 940/668-8900.
The Frank Buck Zoo (temporarily closed) is on
California St. at 1-35; 940/668-4533; www.
frankbuckzoo.com.

Muenster Chamber of Commerce, 800/942-
8037; http://muenster.texoma.net. The Muenster
Museum is at 420 N. Main St.; 940/759-2227.
Rohmer's Restaurant is at 217 W. Division St.
(US 82); 940/759-2973. Fischer's Meat Market
is at 304 N. Main St.; 940/759-4211.

Nocona Chamber of Commerce, 940/825-3526.
Cavender's Nocona Outlet is at 915 E. US 82;
940/825-3321.

Wichita Falls Visitor Center is at 1000 Fifth St.;
940/716-5500; www.wichitafalls.org. A Texas Trav-
el Information Center is just north of downtown on
1-44; 940/723-7931. The Kell House Museum is
at 900 Bluff St.; 940/723-2712. The Wichita Falls
Railroad Museum is at 500 9th St.; 940/723-2661.

In Guthrie, the 6666 Supply House is on US 82;
806/596-4459; www.6666ranch.com.

Lubbock Convention & Visitors Bureau, 800/
692-4035; www.lubbocklegends.org. County Line
Smokehouse and Grill is on FM 2641, west of
1-27; 806/763-6001; www.countylinelubbock.com.
The National Ranching Heritage Center is east
of Indiana Ave. on 4th St.; 806/742-0498; www.
ttu.edu/ranchingheritagecenter.
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JU A N N~: 1 Fun finds along the road

Old San Antonio CITY CEMETERIES HISTORIC DISTRICT By StephenHolloway

F YOU'RE the superstitious type, prone to holding your breath while passing

a cemetery lest you suck down a wayward spirit, then steer clear of San

Antonio's East Side. You'll turn eight shades of purple traversing the Old San

Antonio City Cemeteries Historic District. This stretch of 31 contiguous ceme-

teries covers 103 acres, and this site, along with only a handful of other Texas

cemeteries, is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

City Cemetery Number One was estab-

lished atop Powder House Hill in 1853.
(Part of a land grant from the King of Spain,

the hill had originally been used as a pro-

duction and storage ground for gunpowder.)

Less than a year later, the Alamo Masonic

Lodge and Independent Order of Odd

Fellows had planted members beneath the

soil of Powder House Hill. For the next half-

century, the city sold parcels of land for use

as cemeteries to a number of local lodges,

churches, and temples. The necropolis now

boasts an estimated 100,000 grave sites.

"To have this size and number of indi-

vidual cemeteries and range of burials in

one place is amazing," says local historian

Maria Watson Pfeiffer. Following initial

work by Sally Victor and Larry Hodge (a

longtime Texas Highways contributor) in

the early 1990s, Maria finalized the nomi-

nation for the San Antonio Parks and Rec-
reation Department, and the cemeteries

were admitted to the National Register on

October 11, 2000.
Maria says the layout of the cemeteries

is an invaluable reflection of the evolution Palmetto), beautiful live-oak trees shade the grave-
stones of both the famous and the little-known.

BANBERAI XAS
COWBOY CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

Saddle up and ride to the beautiful Texas Hill Country
Where The Fun Never Sets.

of San Antonio's cultural geography. "The

earliest stones are almost exclusively from

the white and African-American commu-
nities," says Maria. "The early Hispanic
residents were primarily Catholic and at-

tended San Fernando Church, and were

therefore buried in old San Fernando Cem-

etery, on the West Side. These cemeteries

represent the geographical distribution of

the city's population in the 1800s." (There

were no burials here earlier than 1853; the

stones that date before that were moved

from other sites.)

You could easily fine yourself over-

whelmed searching for one specific mark-

er among the thousands. Don't. Surren-

der to your senses, let shapes, shadows,

and textures motivate you. You can't help

but find history and folklore. Simple

stone markers, ornate monuments, and

mausoleums tell the tales of men and

women who forged state, national, and

world history.

The stones of San Antonio National

Cemetery, for example, resound with fa-

miliar names. General John Bullis, name-

sake of Camp Bullis, and Harry M.
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Simple stone markers, ornate monuments, and mausoleums tell

the tales of people who forged state, national, and world history.

Wurzbach, the first na-
tive-Texan Republican

elected to Congress, are
buried here. George E.M.
Kelly, for whom Kelly Air
Force Base is named, was

buried here in 1910 after
he was killed in a plane
crash at Fort Sam Hous-
ton. Kelly was the first
U.S. military pilot to die
in a military aircraft.

History has also been
updated in this cemetery.
A plaque at the tomb of
the unknown dead lists

35 soldiers from Fort
Concho in San Angelo,

The mausoleum of the Joske family
(of retailing fame) lies in Temple Beth-
El Cemetery.

killed during the Indian wars, who were

not identified until 1992. Many of the

men were African Americans from the

famed 10th Cavalry, also known as the

Buffalo Soldiers.

Alamo Masonic Lodge Cemetery holds

the graves of some who lived and died in

the creation and preservation of beauty. For

example, the mausoleum of Clara Driscoll

can be found dominating the southwest

corner. The daughter of a wealthy Texas

rancher, Clara helped save the Alamo from

destruction by providing the funds to pur-

chase the property before a

hotel could be built on the site. THE OLD S

Just a few steps from this grand DISTRICT lii

tomb lies the simple stone shadow of t

marker of John Lang Sinclair' are locked

who penned the words to "The is at 1301 

Eyes of Texas" while a student directions fc
at the University of Texas. Also are San Ant
in this cemetery is the marker Masonic Lo

of famed bluebonnet landscape N. Pine and
artist Julian Onderdonk. (Commerce

The cemeteries are filled (Palmetto a

with interesting people and in- Cemetery 0

triguing stories. A statue of index.asp.

cattleman James Chittim tow- Genealogy
Soledad; 2

ers above Anchor Masonic ote 2e

Lodge Cemetery. In Temple of the cem

Beth-El Cemetery, the im-

posing Feinberg plot fea-

tures a gravestone etched

with a scene of Sigmund

Feinberg being slain in a

duel in 1857. In Alamo
Masonic Lodge Cemetery

lies Sandra West, who

stunned her heirs, and

car enthusiasts across the
globe, when she was in-

terred in 1977 sitting

behind the wheel of her

1964 powder-blue Fer-

rari. A small stone marker

at the back of the family

plot belies the horsepow-

er beneath the grass.

Countless others are buried here whose

names are etched not only on gravestones,
but also on buildings, monuments, and

street signs, and in textbooks and memo-

ries-such well-known Texas surnames as

Landa, Menger, Gunter, Maverick, Joske,
Terrell, and Bee, among many others. The

details of their lives merit articles and dis-

sertations. The details of their deaths merit

a visit to San Antonio's historic cemeteries.

STEPHEN HOLLOWAY lives in San Antonio with his wife,
Carrie. Despite some superstitious leanings, he breathes
normally when passing a cemetery.

AN ANTONIO CITY CEMETERIES HISTORIC
es east of downtown, practically in the
he Alamodome. Many of the cemeteries '
at night. From 1-37/US 281, take the Commerce
head east for half a mile; City Cemetery Number One

E. Commerce. The other 30 cemeteries spread out in all
ir many blocks. Others mentioned in the story (in order)
onio Natl. Cemetery (517 Paso Hondo); Alamo
dge Cemetery (north side of E. Commerce between
N. Monumental); Anchor Masonic Lodge Cemetery
and Palmetto); and Temple Beth-El Cemetery

t Crockett). Call San Antonio Parks and Recreation-
perations, 210/923-0272; www.sanantonio.gov/sapar/
lso check out the San Antonio Public Library's Texana/
Dept., on the sixth floor of the Central Library (600
10/207-2500). You'll find information there on many
teries on the East Side and throughout Bexar County.

www ngviewtxx orn
Longview Convention And Visitors Bureau

410 N enter Street - 903-753-3281

-WinWineries
3 Award Winning Wineries

- indmnills
Mwww.windpowertrail.comn

die mOver 100 Historic Windmills

-inaWings
Silent Wings Museum

Story of WWII Glider Pilots

0
C
k

800.692.4035

fryour fee information
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Fun Forecast A roundup of next month's events

IN FUN FORECAST, we
provide events and tele-
phone numbers for next
month, so that
you'll have additional
time to plan your
outings.

SOMETIMES DATES CHANGE after
the magazine is printed. Before you drive miles to
an event, confirm the date by calling the number
listed next to the festivity or by contacting the lo-
cal chamber of commerce.

FOR FREE ROUTING ASSISTANCE or details on
any destination in Texas, call 800/452-9292 toll-
free from anywhere in the United States and
Canada, any day between 8 a.m and 6 p.m. Cen-
tral Time. A travel counselor at one of the state's
Travel Information Centers will be on the line to

provide travel information, send brochures, and

SPONSORED BY:
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JUNE 2004
advise you of any emer- s M T w T F s
gency road conditions. 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

IF YOU WISH TO SUB- 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

MIT AN EVENT for Fun 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Forecast, please send 27 28 29 30

the information to Fun Forecast, Texas Highways,
Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/486-
5879. Submit information at least three full
months before the first of the month in which the
event will take place (for example, by June 1 for
September festivities).

Space is limited, so we may not be able to print
every event. For a quarterly, more detailed sched-
ule of events, write for a free Texas Events Calen-
dar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249.

Our Web site, www.texashighways.com, includes
an expanded Fun Forecast that gives descriptions
of the events.

THE LIVING GARDEN
May 1, 2004, 9 am to 5 pm
May 2, 2004, 11 am to 5 pm

Watch nature come to life when The Living
Garden makes its first appearance at a
Texas Garden during this can't-miss event.

See stunning performances throughout the
weekend by The Orchid, DiVine, The Rock
and The Fountain. Also enjoy walks and
talks each day and a special weekend-long
children's interactive mural painting activity.

For performance schedule and more
information about this and other spring
events, go to www.wiLdflower.org.

I (ladyBird Jhn-f,

- '. 'center

4801 La Crosse Avenue, Austin, Texas 78739
512/292-4200 www.wildflower.org

*Bring in this ad for $1 off one adult admissi

1-JUL 15
MARFA

Texas Glider Rally
800/667-WING

4-5
MIDLAND

Mex-Tex Family Fiesta
432/682-2960

4, 11, 18, 25
ODESSA

Back Porch Swing
Summer concert Series

432/363-7723

5
EL PASO

Ballet Folklorico
Tierra del Sol

915/849-0432

MIDLAND
Art Show

432/685-7368

Midland City Limits
432/683-2882

A view from the Smithsonian
432/563-1000

ODESSA
Permian Basin Bird Fair

432/368-4027

6
EL PASO

Music Under the Stars:
Roberto Borrell y

Orquesta La Moderna Tradicion
with Cuban Danzdn

915/541-4481

7
ODESSA

Mudbug 6
432/333-6451

10-12
EL PASO

Nuestras Tradiciones
915/566-8016

10, 24
FORT STOCKTON

Summer off the Patio
432/336-2167

11-13
WINK

Roy Orbison Festival
432/527-3743

12-13
DEL RIO

Open Fishing Tournament
830/775-3551

18-19
VAN HORN

Frontier Days & Rodeo
celebration

432/283-7494

18-19, 25-26
DEL RIO

Steel Magnolias
830/775-7708
or 774-7511

18-20, 25-27
ODESSA

The Grass Harp
432/580-3177

18-SEP 4
MIDLAND

Summer Mummers
432/682-4111

19
ALPINE

Fiesta delESol
432/837-3360

FORT DAVIS
Missoula Children's Theatre

432/426-3015

MIDLAND
Shades of Blues Festival

432/683-3381

20
EL PASO

Music Under the Stars:
Noche Ranchera
915/541-4481

21
MIDLAND

Texas League
All-Star Game

432/520-2255

24-26
ODESSA

AJRA Rodeo
432/367-7920

26
PECOS

Night in Old Pecos/
cantaloupe Festival

432/445-2406

27
EL PASO

Music Under the Stars:
Independence Jazz Reunion

915/541-4481

30
PEcOS

Old Timers Reunion
432/445-5076

Rodeo Parade &
Sheriff's Posse Barbecue

432/445-2406

30-JUL 3
PEcOS

122nd world's First Rodeo
432/445-2406

1-5
VICTORIA

Victoria Bach Festival
361/570-5788

1-20
HOUSTON

Oliver!
713/558-8887 or
888/558-3882

3
REFUGIO

Country Opry
361/543-4297

3-6
HUMBLE

Arts & Crafts Show
281/252-3792

4-6
ARANSAS PASS

Shrimporee
361/758-2750 or

800/633-3028

5
PORT ARANSAS

CCA Take-a-Kid Fishing
Tournament

361/749-5252
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5
TEXAS CITY

Jaycees Crawfish Boil
409/938-1700

5-6
HOUSTON

Seaspace Exposition
713/467-6675

PORT ARTHUR
Mercado Days Festival

409/727-1639

10-12
CROSBY

Crosby Fair & Rodeo
281/328-2113

10-13
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

Cine Sol Latino
Film Festival

888/774-8587

10, 12-13, 18-20
HOUSTON

Houston Ballet
713/227-ARTS or
800/828-ARTS

11-12
BRAZORIA

No Name Festival
979/798-6100

12
DACOSTA

VFD Barbecue & Auction
361/575-4959

EAST BERNARD
Czech Kolache Klobase

Festival
979/335-4827

or 335-7907

KEMAH
Classic Car Show
281/334-9880

PORT ARTHUR
Gulf Coast Jam
409/722-3699

13
ALVIN

Tour de Braz
Bike Ride

281/756-3747

14
FULTON

Music at the Mansion
361/729-0386

17-19
FREEPORT

Watermelon Open
Fishing Tournament

979/233-2101

17-20
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

Great Texas Catamaran Race
512/844-0160

18-19
TEXAS CITY

Funfest
409/935-1408

18-20
GALVESTON

Jubilee Banjo Band
409/763-7173

19
EDNA

Springtime in the Park
Festival

361/782-5718

HARLINGEN
Blues on the Hill
956/427-8870

or 873-2818

PORT ARTHUR
Alligator Count &

Big Hill Bayou Tour
409/736-2551

Juneteenth Celebration
409/985-7768

or 982-8040

19-20
CLEAR LAKE AREA

Gypsy
281/480-1617

KEMAH
Shrimp Festival
281/334-9880

21
VICTORIA

Beethoven's Missa Solemnis
with Houston

Masterworks Chorus
361/575-1375

25-26
PORT ARANSAS

Masters Fishing Tournament
361/749-5448

26
CORPUS CHRISTI

Czech Heritage Society Festival
361/993-4827

or 850-7258

28-JUL 4
TEXAS CITY

Fishing Tournament
409/938-1700

30-JUL 4
FREEPORT

Fishing Fiesta
713/444-2264

1, 15, 29-
BOERNE

Abendkonzerte
830/249-3543

2-6
AUSTIN

Soul to Sole Festival
512/773-7827

3-13
MARBLE FALLS
Grace & Glorie

830/798-8944

3, 10, 17, 24
SAN MARCOS

Summer in the Park Concerts
888/200-5620

4-6
AUSTIN

Republic of Texas
Biker Rally

972/866-8363

4, 11, 18, 25
LAMPASAS

A Little Night Music
512/556-2760

5
KYLE

Arts & Crafts Day
512/396-2054

SONORA
West Texas

Championship Cookoff
325/387-0623

or 387-2880

WIMBERLEY
Star of the Hills

5-K Fun Run
512/847-6969

5-6
BORNE

National Dodge Charger Meet
830/981-5383

UVALDE
Sacred Heart Festival

830/278-3448

5, 12, 19, 26
AUSTIN

Austin Farmers Market
512/236-0074

BANDERA
Cowboys on Main
830/796-3864

6
LAKEHILLS

St. Victor's Country Fair
830/612-3169

9-12
AUSTIN

NCAA Division I
Men's & Women's Outdoor

Track & Field Championships
512/471-3333

10
WIMBERLEY
Mark Cruz,

Classical Guitar
512/847-7954

11-12

AUSTIN
Zilker Park

Pops Concerts
512/990-8ACD

12
ELDORADO

Land Rush Day
325/853-3109

KYLE
Gazebo Music Fest

512/268-5341

[AGO VISTA
Wine & Music Festival

512/267-7760
or 267-6310

SAN MARCOS
Texas Water Safari

888/200-5620

12-13
LAMPASAS

Sulfur Creek Car Cruise
512/556-5172

15
TAYLOR

Stiles Farm
Field Day

512/898-2214

17-19
SAN SABA

Rodeo
325/372-5141

18-19
LAMPASAS

Riata Roundup
512/556-5172

STONEWALL
Peach Jamboree
830/644-2735

18-20
BOERNE

Berges Fest
830/336-2997

19
AUSTIN

Juneteenth
512/928-1989
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24-25
AUSTIN

Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey Circus

512/477-6060

24-JUL 3
KERRVILLE

Treasure Island
830/896-9393

25-26
BURNET
Rodeo

512/756-5463

MARBLE FALLS
Music Festival
830/693-2815

OZONA
World Championship

Goat Roping
325/650-5086

25-27
FREDERICKSBURG

Antique Tractor & Gas Engine
Show

830/634-7516

26
BUDA

Red, White & Buda
512/295-9999

ELDORADO
X Bar Ranch Dinner Show

888/853-2688

OZONA
Goat Ropers Ball
325/650-5086

26-27
BURNET

Hill Country
Railfair & Festival
512/477-8468

26-27
HARPER

FFA Youth Rodeo
830/864-5901

or 864-5857

NEW BRAUNFELS
Arts & Crafts Show

210/698-0811

27
AUSTIN

Sandra Bernhard
512/329-6753

BOERNE
Y100 Boerne Triathlon

210/366-3701

BURNED
Kayak Tour

of Inks Lake
512/793-2223

FREDERICKSBURG
Fredericksburg

Saturday Night:
American Music in

the Texas Hill Country
830/997-2835

ROUND ROCK
Texas Swedish

Pioneer Celebration
512/282-1083

27-28
AUSTIN

Conspirare
512/476-5775

3-5
BROWNWOOD

Bluegrass Festival
325/646-9535

or 643-8011

3-5
JACKSBORO

Sheriff's Posse
Rodeo

940/567-2422

WICHITA FALLS
Legends of Western Swing

Music Festival
940/716-5500

3-6
AMARILLO

Cowboy Roundup USA
806/372-4777

3-AUG 21
CANYON

TEXAS Legacies
877/588-3927

4
MIAMI

Cow Calling Follies
806/868-3071

4-6
ABILENE

Friends of the Library
Book Sale

325/676-6328

Quilt Show
325/235-9722

POST
Old Mill Trade Days
806/495-3529 or
866/433-OMTD

5
ALBANY

Western Swing Party
325/762-2269

BORGER
World's Largest Fish Fry

806/274-2211

5
JACKSBORO
Pioneer Day

940/567-5900

MIAMI
Cow Calling & Pioneer Reunion

806/868-3071

QUANAH
National Trails Day
940/839-4331

RANGER
Old Time Country Festival

254/647-5353

SAN ANGELO
Frontier Day

325/481-2646

WICHITA FALLS
Kids Fishing Tournament

940/528-2211

5-6
SAN ANGELO

Bass Tournament
325/655-7161

Silver Spur Circuit
Horse Show

325/653-7785

SWEETWATER
WTRA Rodeo

325/235-3484

VERNON
Youth Rodeo

940/552-5474

5-12
WICHITA FALLS

Tennis Tournament
940/767-6321

5-AUG 15
BORGER

Lone Star Rising
806/677-1706

6-12
ABILENE

Texas High School Rodeo
State Finals

325/677-4376

8-12
SNYDER

West Texas
Western Swing Music Festival

325/573-3558

9-12
WICHITA FALLS

Red River Rodeo
940/592-2156

10-12, 17-20, 25-26
ABILENE

Life with Father
325/673-6271

11-12
BIG SPRING

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Festival

432/263-7884

CROSS PLAINS
Robert E. Howard Days

254/725-6562
or 725-6498

11-13
SAN ANGELO
Team Roping

325/653-7785

12
ABILENE
Abilene

Summer Music Festival
325/671-2171

or 676-6211

CANYON
T-Anchor Ranch Dance

806/651-2244

12
CHILDRESS

Greenbelt Bowl Football
940/397-3999

MINERAL WELLS
Cowboy Campfire
Music & Poetry
940/328-1171

QUANAH
Off-Road Triathlon &

Howl at the Moon
Night Adventure Race

940/256-0769
or 839-4331

12-13
AMARILLO

Pride of the Panhandle
Motorcycle Rally
806/373-0648

LUBBOCK
Critterfest

806/745-2525

STANTON
Old Sorehead Trade Days

432/756-2006

16-19
BIG SPRING

Cowboy Reunion
& Rodeo

432/263-8485 or
866/430-7100

17-19
COLEMAN

PRCA Rodeo
325/625-2163

17-20
BOYS RANCH

Youth Cowboy Poetry
Gathering

806/372-2341 or
800/687-3722

Some getaways seem
like a wholelot of ride
and very little return

So how 'bout you ride toward Canyon?

You can experience the old west all in one day. Start

with the PANHANDLE-PLAINS HISTORICAL
MUSEUM, the largest history museum in Texas, then

spend the evening under the stars at TEXAS LEGACIES,
. vthe nation's newest and most innovative adventure in

outdoor epic drama. Enjoy a drive down into the Palo Duro Canyon and then have some

of the best barbeque Texas has to offer. And you can do all this in one place in one day.

Canyon, Texas, just minutes away from Amarillo - makes for a more fulfilling ride.

A
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17-19, 24-26
ABILENE

Afraid of the Dark
325/672-9991

ALBANY
Fort Griffin Fandangle

325/762-3838 or
877/762-2525

18
WICHITA FALLS

Oil Bowl
Basketball Classic
940/692-9390

18-19
JACKSBORO
Summerfest

940/567-6787

19
ANDREWS

Art al Fresco
432/523-2695

BIG SPRING
Howard County

Old Settlers Reunion
432/267-8255

Juneteenth Celebration
432/263-8235 or
866/430-7100

LIPSCOMB
Ranch Dance Fiddle Band

806/862-2900

POSSUM KINGDOM
Possum Walk

940/779-3205

SAN ANGELO
Cowboy Concert
325/481-2646

STRAWN
Third Saturday Jamboree

254/672-5622

19
WICHITA FALLS

Oil Bowl
Football Classic
940/692-9390

19-20
ABILENE

Arts & Crafts Festival
325/676-6211 or

432/263-7690

21-25
WICHITA FALLS

Texas/Oklahoma
Golf Tournament
940/691-5351

21-26
PLAINVIEW

World Congress of Poets
806/291-3586

24
BORG ER

Antique Car Show
806/273-0130

25-27
ABILENE
Ragtime

325/676-9620

MORTON
Last Frontier Rodeo &

Buffalo Soldier
Encampment

806/266-5484

26
BALLINGER
Fireworks

325/365-2333

BORGER
Adobe Walls Trek
806/273-0130

26
LUBBOCK

Ranch Dance
806/742-0498

VERNON
JRCA Rodeo

940/552-5474

26-27
WICHITA FALLS

North Texas
Arts & Crafts Show

432/263-7690

3
NACOGDOCHES

Taste of Nacogdoches
888/653-3788

3-6
MOUNT PLEASANT

Rodeo
903/572-5946

4-6
LONGVIEW
AlleyFest

903/237-4040

4, 11-13, 18-19
CONROE

Fiddler on the Roof
936/441-7469

5
GLADEWATER

Parade &
Chuck Wagon Cookoff

903/845-5501

JASPER
Kids Fish Flop
Tournament

409/384-5231

5
LIVINGSTON

All-American Kid
Fish Derby

936/365-2201

LUFKIN
Neches River Rendezvous

936/634-6305

TYLER
Take a Kid Fishing
903/597-5338

6
GLADEWATER
Cowboy Prayer

Breakfast
903/845-5501

7
GLADEWATER

Booneville Barn Dance
903/845-5501

9-12
GLADEWATER

Roundup Rodeo
903/845-5501

11
LUFKIN

Gene Watson Concert
936/569-8650 or
888/218-6464

11-12
NACOGDOCHES

Blueberry
Festival of Quilts
936/568-9286

Texas Blueberry Festival
936/560-5533

OVERTON
Bluegrass & Gospel Music

Festival
903/834-3171

12
JACKSONVILLE

Tomato Fest
903/586-2217 or

800/376-2217

18-20
NEON
East Texas

Motorcycle Poker Run
936/269-3394

19
HUNTSVILLE
Juneteenth
Celebration

936/294-0676

JASPER
Juneteenth
Celebration

409/383-5461

MOUNT PLEASANT
Smoky-Eyed

Barbecue Cookoff
903/575-4000

TEXARKANA
Shrine Circus

870/773-2941

19-20
JEFFERSON

Ark-La-Tea
Jazz Festival

903/665-2672 or
888/467-3529

HUNTSVILLE
Texas Genealogy &
Family History Fair
936/594-2908

or 295-3170

27
GRAPELAND

Archeology Tour
936/687-2394

2-5
ADDISON

Shakespeare Festival of Dallas
800/233-4766

CLEBURNE
Sheriff's Posse PRCA Rodeo

817/556-9910

3
SHERMAN
Derailers

888/893-1188

3-5
LOCKHART

Rodeo
512/398-2818

SALADO
Judy & A.C. Greene

Literary Festival
254/947-3104

3, 10, 17, 24
LANCASTER

Music Fest Concerts
972/227-1112

WACO
River Sounds Concerts

254/299-8283

4
DALLAS

African-American Concert
& Festival

214/692-0203

4-5
GATESVILLE

Shivaree
254/865-2617

GLEN ROSE
Buz Post Barrel Racing

817/563-7225

T E X A S
Simple E /cK ~ivw. -
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4-5
MADISONVILLE

PRCA Rodeo
936/348-3591

SEGUIN
Fiestas Juan Seguin

800/580-7322

YOAKUM
Tom Tom Festival
361/293-2309

4-6
ARLINGTON

Texas Scottish Festival
& Highland Games

800/363-7268

CANTON
First Monday

Trade Days
903/567-2991

DALLAS
Crossroads Guitar Festival

214/373-8000 or
972/647-5700

PALESTINE
Heritage Balloon Flight

903/723-1914

WACO
Waco Open

Tennis Tournament
254/753-7675

WEATHERFORD
First Monday
Trade Days

817/598-4351

4-12
GREENVILLE

Hunt County Fair
903/454-1503

NAVASOTA
Grimes County Fair

936/825-2508

4, 11, 18, 25
TEMPLE

Hot Summer Sounds
254/298-5418

WACO
Brazos Nights

254/750-5627

4-27
SHERMAN

The King & I
903/892-8818

4-JUL 4
GRANBURY
Oklahoma!

817/573-9191 or
866/572-0881

4-OCT 30
GLEN ROSE
The Promise

800/687-2661

5
COLUMBUS

The Goodbye Girl
979/732-5135 or

877/444-7339

CORSICANA
Corsicana Opry
903/872-8226

DALLAS
Arts District Stroll
214/979-6430

DECATUR
Courthouse Square

Cruise Night
940/627-2741

GLEN ROSE
Summer

Ride the Rim
254/897-2960

5
GONZALES

Pioneer Village
Country Music Show

830/672-6532
or 672-2157

GRAND PRAIRIE
George Lopez

972/854-5111

HICO
Classic Car Show
800/361-HICO

LA GRANGE
Regional Air Center

Fly-In
979/242-4056

McKINNEY
Home & Garden Tour

972/547-6088
or 562-1184

WAXAHACHIE
Pancake Breakfast

Fly-In
972/923-0080

5-6
ROCKWALL

Cruise 'n' Blues
Collector Car Fest
972/771-1196

WAXAHACHIE
Gingerbread Trail

Historic Homes Tour
972/937-0681

5, 12, 20
COLLEGE STATION

Starlight Music Series
979/764-3486

5, 12, 19, 26
COLUMBUS

Columbus Opry
979/732-9210

5-JUL 10
ROUND TOP

International Festival-Institute
Summer Concert Series

979/249-3129

6
DALLAS

Dallas Symphony Orchestra
214/692-0203

FLATONIA
Sacred Heart

Spring Festival
361/865-3920

6, 13, 20, 27
SEGUIN

Sunday Concerts
in the Park

800/580-7322

7, 14, 21
ALLEN

Summer Sounds
Concert

972/727-7553

7, 14, 21, 28
MESQUITE

Music in the Park
972/216-8125

8-13
DALLAS

Lord of the Dance
214/691-7200

8, 15, 22, 29
LEWISVI LLE

Summer Concert Series
972/219-3400

10
SHERMAN

Bugs Henderson
888/893-1188

10-12
ELGIN

Juneteenth Festival
512/281-2477

FORT WORTH
Texas Motor Speedway

Race Week
817/215-8500

10-13
LOCKHART

Chisholm Trail
Roundup

512/398-2818

MESQUITE
Texas State Federation
Square & Round Dance

Festival
877/893-2623

11
GRAPEVINE

Ray Wylie Hubbard
& Friends

817/410-3100

WAXAHACHIE
Family Fun Festival
972/938-3224

11-12
CLIFTON

Barbecue Cookoff
254/675-8782

IRVING
Heritage Festival
972/721-3636

Music Fest
972/252-ARTS

11-13
GRAND PRAIRIE

Antique Auto
Swap Meet

972/647-2331

11-19
SULPHUR SPRINGS

Hopkins County
Dairy Festival

903/885-3682

11-20
GARLAND

Guys and Dolls
972/205-2790

11-26
MESQUITE

The Odd Couple
972/216-8126

11-13, 17-20, 24-27
DENTON

George M
940/382-1915

or 382-7014

12
ALVARADO

Classic Car Show
817/797-1197

DUBLIN
Dr Pepper

113th Birthday
254/445-3939

GAINESVILLE
Zoobilee

940/668-4530

GATESVILLE
Fire Ant

100-K Bicycle Tour
254/865-6265

GLEN ROSE
Sunset Safari

254/897-2960

SMETANA
Picnic

979/822-0626
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12-13
BELTON

Antique & Collectible Fair
512/441-2828

BRENHAM
Antiques Show

979/251-9455 or
888/273-6426

MESQUITE
Antique Tractor & Engine

Show
214/341-4539 or
972/287-9804

12-19
COOPER

Delta County Jamboree
& Roping Club Rodeo

903/395-4314

13
DALLAS

Festival Grupero
214/800-5220

SAN FELIPE
VFD Barbecue

979/885-2586

13, 27
RICHARDSON

Community Band Concert
972/851-9784

14
BRYAN

Juneteenth
Freedom Walk

979/764-3779

DALLAS
Light Crust Doughboys

214/821-1860

LA GRANGE
Flag Day Ceremony

979/968-8701

15-20
DALLAS

Juneteenth
Film Festival

214/353-4445

15-27
DALLAS

Yankee Doodle Dandy
214/691-7200

16-19
WEATHERFORD

Parker County Sheriff Posse
Frontier Days Celebration

817/596-3801

17
GRANBURY

Gospel Concert
817/573-9191 or

866/572-0881

17-JUL 18
ARLINGTON

Clue
817/275-7661

17-JUL 24
RICHARDSON
Wait Until Dark

972/699-1130

18
COLLEGE STATION

Juneteenth Celebration
979/764-3779

TOOL
Square Dance Special

903/675-2120

18-19
DENTON

Juneteenth Celebration
940/349-7275

GREENVILLE
Audie Murphy Days

903/450-4502

18-25
IRVING

Hansel & Gretel
972/252-ARTS

18-20, 25-27
CLEBURNE

Carnegie Players
Summer Musical
817/558-7197

DALLAS
Dallas Children's Theater's

Treasure Island
214/740-0051

18-JUL 24
DALLAS

Shakespeare Festival
214/559-2778

19
ANDERSON

Juneteenth Celebration
936/873-2215

ATHENS
Woman's Triathlon
903/677-2001

BRENHAM
Juneteenth Celebration

888/273-6426

BRYAN
Brazos County

Juneteenth Parade
979/209-5527

CLEBURNE
Juneteenth

Parade & Festival
817/641-6201

DECATUR
Chisholm Trail Days

940/627-2741

ENNIS
Monster Truck Madness

972/878-4748

FORT WORTH
Juneteenth Celebration

817/335-1866

GLEN ROSE
Cowboy Music

& Folklore
254/897-4588

GREENVILLE
Mini Grand Prix
903/457-2841

or 217-2989

LA GRANGE
Bear Creek Concert

979/249-2519

Juneteenth Parade
979/247-4811

STEPHENVILLE
Dairyfest

254/965-4656

WACO
Brazos Variety Show

254/662-9000

19-20
DALLAS

Hoop-It-Up
Tournament

972/392-5750

20
AMMANNSVILLE

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church Feast

979/743-4514

DALLAS
Real Men Cook
214/698-8290

FARMERSVILLE
Audie Murphy Day
972/784-6846

SEALY
Father's Day Barbecue

979/865-2583

20-JUL 3
FORT WORTH

American Paint Horse Assn
World Championship Show

817/871-8150

22-26
ELGIN

Western Days Festival
512/285-4515

23-26
CANTON

Bluegrass Festival
800/243-6502

24
GRANBURY

Municipal Airport
Fly-In Breakfast
817/579-8533

24-27
LULING

Watermelon Thump
830/875-3214

25
GRAPEVINE

Fourth Friday
Gallery Night

817/251-5193

WACO
Zoobilee

254/750-8415

25-26
BOWIE

Jim Bowie Days
Festival & Rodeo
940/872-5661

25-26
MESQUITE
Quilt Show

972/216-7790

THORNTON
Homecoming

254/385-6713

25-27
RICHARDSON

West Side Story
972/690-5029

26
ALLEN

Allen USA
Celebration

972/727-7553

BELLVILLE
Austin County Fair

Summer Music Fest
979/865-5995

BREMOND
Polski Dzien
(Polish Day)

254/746-4196
or 746-7033

CLIFTON
Freedomfest

Fireworks Show
800/344-3720

WASHINGTON
Country Fair

936/878-2214

WAXAHACHIE
Cow Creek Country Classic

Bicycle Rally
972/937-2390

26-27
GARLAND

Chili Cookoff
972/495-3304

27
MESQUITE
Zarzuela

972/216-6444

29-JUL 11
DALLAS

The King & l
214/691-7200

30-JUL 4
BELTON

Fourth of July Celebration
& Rodeo

254/939-3551

1-6
SAN ANTONIO
42nd Street

210/226-3333

5-6
KARNES CITY

US 181 Back Through Time
Weekend

361/375-2558

10-13
SAN ANTONIO
Texas Folklife

Festival
210/458-2390

or 458-2224

11-12
SAN ANTONIO
Team Roping

210/698-3300

12
GOLIAD

Market Day
361/645-3563

12-13
SAN ANTONIO
Summer Fest

210/207-8600

17
SAN ANTONIO

Concert Under the Stars
210/829-5100

Pioneer Opry
210/341-8372

18
SAN ANTONIO
Gartenkonzert

210/222-1521

18-20
SAN ANTONIO

Carmen
210/225-5972

19
EAGLE PASS
Market Day

830/773-3659

24-27
SAN ANTONIO

Give Belly Dance a Chance
210/785-9889

FORBLDDEN GARDENS
CIJINISE III TlRY CIIlTURI MUSI U

I if 1MDsovet theM.stfl

(1TOLMiS A~ A.. I M ANI) 11 Ni)
vat 0I 1=IN Itf) 'fI' ~r~ 1 1ItI

fIDAY 1 thIAYR AAY)Sl) ' ONlY
MONAY -tIR-IU R1VY P It NGEiI 'OURS 01 20 R MR)

GRA PEV
Great shopping and dining, numerous Texas winery tasting
rooms, the Circa 1896 Grapevine Vintage Railroad, a central
location in the Dallas/Fort Worth area, over 4,500 hotel
rooms and much more await you in Grapevine.

For additional information
call 800-457-6338

or visit us on the web at

www.grapevinetexasusa.com WOAP VI'\ E
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Tex Tips from our readers, plus timely travel tidbits

FRISCO'S FAB
FIELD OF DREAMSB aseball. The great A

pastime once agair
to the open air, the crac
and action around thec
And when the Rough-
Riders of Frisco do
battle with other
minor-league teams
at their Dr Pepper/
Seven Up Ballpark,
they come out swing-
ing... and winning.
Last year, the Rough-
Riders won the Texas
League's AA Eastern
Division champion-
ship. To make mat-
ters sweeter, their
home park was named
"Best New Ballpark" in
by www.baseballparks.c
Web master, Joe Mock,i
author of Joe Mock's Ball

The ballpark boasts
"park-within-a-(ball)par
that incorporates winding
beautiful landscaping in
around its buildings, sa
park's architects caused
baseball world by emb
bullpens in the stands,
and "intimate" concept
design. Fans can also a
"Wild West" theme of th
and the presence of ar
cular concourse that al
to walk all the way arou
while observing the act

You can take the fam
"meet-the-players" nigh
special happenings, su

DOWN THE R

W e're talkin' variety
month. Join us fo

at Six Flags theme par

surely tours of organic

the watermelon-thump
Luling. We'll cruise fro[

to Dublin (Texas style)

Tex-Mex treats, and br

state's blues music gi

merican
n lures fans
;k of the bat,
diamond.

American Night (May 8), Father/
Daughter Day (May 23), and occa-
sional weekend fireworks displays
(Apr. 23-24, July 3-4, and Sep. 3-
4). Call 972/731-9200 or 334-
1923: www.ridershasehall com).

7 AK

The recently honored Dr Pepper/Seven Up Ballpark in
Frisco is home to the RoughRiders, the Texas League's
AA Eastern Division champions.

the 2003 The nearby Westin Stonebriar Re-
America sort (888/627-8441; www.westin
om, whose stonebriar.com) offers RoughRiders
is also the packages that include lodging and
park Guide. transportation to and from the games.
an attractive
k" design AUSTIN GROOVES

g paths and IN THE GROVE

to the space n mid-February, the Austin Con-

ys Joe. The vention and Visitors Bureau

a stir in the moved their offices to new digs in

adding the Austin's historic Morley Brothers/
a unique Grove Drug Building, at 209 East

in ballpark Sixth Street.

dmire the Built in 1871, the drugstore dis-

he buildings pensed medicines, malts, and sun-

pleasant, cir- dries to generations of Austinites,

lows patrons first as Morley Brothers Drug Com-

und the park pany, then, from 1933 until 1985,

ion. as Grove Drug Store. William Syd-

nily to ney Porter (better known by his

ts and other pen name, 0. Henry) worked here

ch as Latin in 1884. Now, the beautifully refur-
bished building serves as the Cap-

0 A D ital City's center for dispensing
next tourist information, Austin-related

r big fun merchandise, and assistance to
ks, and lei- visitors and convention planners.
farms and

in' town of
m London
, offer up

ring you the
reats.

I really enjoy Lantana Lodge
and Marina in Jordan Park at

Ray Roberts Lake, near Pilot
Point. The beautiful lodge and its
restaurant, the Bronze Buffalo
Grill, sit on 465 wooded acres
and offer nice rooms, good food,
and great sunset views.
DAVE HEROLD, Pilot Point

Lantana Lodge and Marina, in the
Jordan Unit of Ray Roberts Lake
State Park near Pilot Point, has
30 rooms, a conference center,
and diverse activities, including
horseback riding, hiking, fishing,
and murder-mystery events. Call
940/686-0261; www.lantana
lodge.net.

I always stop by Hart of Texas, a

really fun place to shop in La
Grange. I bought big, bold Texas

Those who remember downtown
Austin's yesteryears will be happy to
know that the building's distinctive
"Grove" sign, which now includes
the words "Austin Visitor Informa-
tion;' once again lights up its niche
near the corner of East Sixth and
Brazos streets. Call 800/926-2282;
www.austintexas.org.

HOMESTEAD-WHERE
THE HEART(H) IS
H omestead Heritage at Brazos

de Dios showcases the work of
fine craftspeople. Artisans at the
510-acre community near Elm Mott
(north of Waco) excel at handcraft-
ing hundreds of traditional home-
stead items, such as furniture, pot-
tery, wrought iron, quilts, beeswax
candles, watercolors, needlework,
and specialty foods. A new addi-
tion, the Homestead Heritage Grist-

stars that hang from my porch, and
my sister purchased a snazzy jack-
et. They have an eclectic selection
of gifts, home furnishings, and cloth-
ing. La Grange has lots of other
neat stores and places to eat.
JOYCELENE ODUM, Brookshire

Hart of Texas is at 307 W. Travis St.
(on the courthouse square); 979/
968-3892 or 888/448-4278;
www.hartoftexas.com.

T he Mesquite Pit is a great res-

taurant in Weatherford. In addi-
tion to barbecue, the place offers
steaks, grilled shrimp and catfish,
and, on Thursdays, delicious sour-
cream chicken enchiladas.
LONNA LEACH, Weatherford

The Mesquite Pit is at 1201 Fort
Worth Hwy.; 817/596-7046.

mill, built circa 1750 in New Jersey,
joins other handsomely restored
buildings on the site. Dismantled
and transported to Texas, then
painstakingly reconstructed, the
building functions once more as
a working gristmill, grinding whole-
wheat flour and cornmeal for sale.

The village also contains the
Heritage Forge blacksmith shop,
the Potter's House pottery shop,
an herb garden, and The Barn,
which showcases and sells the top-
quality handcrafts made here.

A visitors center at Homestead
Heritage provides information about
seasonal activities. Here, too, you
can have lunch at the Homestead
Farms Deli and Bakery (don't forget
to buy a loaf of the freshly baked
whole-grain bread as a delicious
souvenir). Call 254/829-0417;
www.homesteadheritage.com.

Because we're unable to check out every item in "Readers Recommend," and because details can change, please call ahead for more
information. When we mention new places, products, or publications, we try to include only those with promise; keep in mind, however,
that problems can occur with start-up businesses. For more TexCetera items, see "Travel News" on our Web site: www.texashighways.com.

If you run across a noteworthy Lone Star attraction, restaurant, event, or product, we'd love to hear about it. Write to Readers
Recommend, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters@texashighways.com. Remember that space constraints
prevent us from publishing every suggestion we receive. We reserve the right to edit items.
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Jerry Cotten set his camera on a tripod and opened the shutter, then
used a flashlight to light-paint this old wincmill outside Wellman (southwest of Lubbock),
yielding this image with star trails.
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