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Unique hotels. Consistent features. That's Best Western.
There's so much to see and do in Texas, it would Le hard to take
it all in. With Best Western* BestRates," you might be tempted to
try. Best Western provides a collection of amenities and services from
fresh, hot coffee right in your room to high speed Internet access
that keeps you connected. Visit us at www.bestwesternTexas.com
and plan your trip today.
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Each Best Western hotel is independently owned aid ope-ated. BestRates subject to availability at participating hotels. Restrictions and black-out dates may apply. Not valid for
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20 THE DAYS OF LBJ The Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park, with branches
in Johnson City and near Stonewall, lets visitors trace history in the footsteps of our 36th president.
BY HOWARD PEACOCK

28 OF GIANTS AND KINGS: BOB AND HELEN KLEBERG OF KING RANCH
A new book by a member of the King Ranch dynasty offers more than 200 never-before-published
images of the sprawling Texas icon. INTRODUCTION BY MIKE Cox

36 PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE In praise of Padre: Among its other
distinctions, the state's national seashore forms part of the longest undeveloped stretch of barrier-
island beach in the world. BY SUSAN KIRR

44 ENTER THE DRAGONFLIES Move over, birds and butterflies. Each May, the
Rio Grande Valley city of Weslaco celebrates the heightened interest in another spectacular winged
creature-the dragonfly. BY SCOTT WILLIAMS, PHOTOGRAPHS BY GREG LASLEY

50 THE CALL OF NUECES CANYON Hill Country hideaways
in the Camp Wood area lure visitors with natural attractions and quintessential DENTON 62.
Texas fun. BY MAXINE MAYES, PHOTOGRAPHS BY LARRY DITTO CALVERT
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56 VICTORIAN DIVERSIONS IN CALVE "V Vintage CAMP WOOD 50: 20 16.
storefronts and a glorious collection of beautiful old homes give Calvert JOHNSON CITY HOUSTON

an aura of gentility reminiscent of the late 19th Century. BY LANA ROBINSON, KINGSVILLE 28(36 PADRE
WESLACO 440 ISLAND NATL.PHOTOGRAPHS BY JIM CROW SEASHORE
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

THIS MONTH, Howard Peacock takes read-

ers on a tour of Lyndon B. Johnson Na-
tional Historical Park, whose two units lie

in the Hill Country that helped shape the

36th president of the United States. Howard
recounts tales of the land and people that had

such an important bearing on LBJ. Unfortu-

nately, for space considerations, we had to cut

many of the tales Howard originally sent us.

One yarn Howard recalled involved the

barn behind the LBJ Boyhood Home in

Johnson City: It seems that Lyndon decided

one day to climb to the barn roof. He

promptly fell off, breaking his arm. The town

doctor showed up to fix the break. "He's got

some cuts and abrasions besides the broken

arm," the doc told Johnson's mother, Re-

bekah, as they stood beside the bed where

the injured youngster lay, hushed and gri-

macing. "Infectious germs infest barn-

yards," the physician said, "so I'd better give

him a lockjaw shot first thing." Jerking to a

sit-up position in bed, Lyndon cried, "No!

No! Don't shoot me! I don't hurt enough for

you to kill me! Please don't shoot me!" He'd

never seen or heard of a needle "shot."

Both Howard and staff photographer

Kevin Stillman wanted me to thank Sherry

Justus, public information specialist with the

National Park Service, for making this story

so easy to research and photograph. Sherry

has been an especially helpful friend to Texas

Highways and its staff for many years....

THE NUECES RIVER, one of Texas' liquid

gems, forms a scenic valley known as Nueces
Canyon, where Ranch Roads 2631 and 335.
and Texas 55 carry passengers and goods

through Real, Edwards, and Uvalde counties.

This month, writer Maxine Mayes and pho-
tographer Larry Ditto explore this canyon to
highlight one of Texas' true treasures. Sure,
there has long been talk of buried silver in the

area, but visitors these days go to experience

the natural beauty of Nueces Canyon.

The region offers some of Texas' finest

drives, as well as Garner State Park and Lost
Maples State Natural Area. A contender for
the most rewarding 38-mile jaunt in Texas

would have to include RR 337, which takes

you from Camp Wood to Vanderpool. The trip

The Frio River flows through Garner State Park. The Frio,
Sabinal, and Nueces rives arise in some of Texas' most sce-
nic country. See page 50 for our story on Nueces Canyon.

allows you to sample three river valleys-

Camp Wood sits in Nueces Canyon, Leakey
nuzzles the beautiful Frio River, and Vander-

pool lies at the headwaters of the crystalline

Sabinal River.
Maxine recommends the following excur-

sions: At Barksdale (5 miles north of Camp
Wood), turn right from Texas 55 onto RR

335, which follows the Nueces River and

winds past several exotic-game ranches. You

may see camels and kangaroos at one place
on the right. At Vance, turn right on RR
2631, a picturesque drive marked with nu-

merous crossings of Bullhead Creek. The

pavement ends in 9 miles. Backtrack and

return to Camp Wood, or, at RR 335, con-
tinue north to weave through more remote

canyons. Turn left at Texas 41, and take
another left at US 377, which leads you into
Rocksprings. Have lunch at the Rocksprings
Restaurant (corner o= US 377 and Texas 55;

830/683-3281), then head back to your get-

away via Texas 55. Maxine also suggests see-
ing the San Lorenzo Mission at Camp Wood
and historical buildings in Montell.

ENJOY YOUR TRAVELS this superb time of year.
The long days of summer will soon be upon us.

r IC IC -cnI
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Our Best to Ben
I RECEIVE TH thanks to a gift subscription
from a wonderful Texas friend. I have nothing
but love for Texas and the beautiful southern
states in general. I wish to express my gratitude
for the amazing story on Port Isabel [February
issue] by Marine Sgt. Ben Christensen. Ifs such
a lyrical and welcoming description. And please
also accept my appreciation and respect all
the way from Germany for the great work all the
American troops are doing. Thank you.

MARIA DAEHN

WONDERFUL story about Port Isabel. I wish
Ben Christensen a safe return.

TOM HENDRIX

Belton

Greetings from Guam
AS A misplaced Texan, I am so thankful to be
receiving your magazine here in Guam. For the

last 20 years, my * 8
husband has been.
active duty Navy,
and we have lived
in several places
around the world.
This summer, we
will be coming full
c rcle and will be .
moving back to
Houston, where we both graduated from the
University of Houston anc where both sets of
parents still live. We can hardly wait to get
back home. I am always excited to open the
mailbox and see TH waiting there for me. Here
in Guam, the magazines Ere usually a few
months late; in fact, somEtimes I get several
months at a time-a bonus day for me! The
scenery on every page is beautiful, and I love
the articles. The January article on "A Tasty
Tradition" by Jim Peyton brought back wonder-

® A ful memories, as my husband
and I rode in the Kerr Country
Trailride (in January '03) that
feeds into the San Antonio Stock
Show and Rodeo. Keep up the
good work, and keep us mis-
placed Texans happy as you
send us a little slice of
heaven/home each month.

KAREN BINFORD
Guam

A, Gung Ho for Waco
THANKS for the recent articles
on Waco and its famed Circle
[March issue]. Lana Robinson's

and Randy Mallory's articles brought back
memories of learning to drive around the
Circle, visiting the museums around town, rid-
ing the Brazos Queen, standing in the middle
of the suspension bridge and looking over the
river, and unwisely climbing up the cliffs in
Cameron Park. Thanks for finally sharing the
special things about Waco and letting me
remember growing up there.

CMSGT. GENE EVANS, USAF
Omaha, Nebraska

14 UI rrIfr~ I J1_IJ- 1ui

Ahead, the Wild West and Old South converge on wildflower-strewn roads and waterways

surrounding Dallas-Fort Worth. To the side are historic railroads, early settlements and the

ghosts of cowboys. Following intently are the stories of people who made Texas great. So get in

the car. Get on the trail. And take a look around - you can see your heritage from here.

For a free driving map of the Lakes Trail or other Texas Heritage Trails, call tol free 866/276-6219 or visit www.thc.state.tx.us/travel
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Shut off the computer. Turn off the cell phone.

Then climb into the saddle on your one-of-a-kind

American Paint Horse and let your cares fade as you

ride into the sunset on one of APHA Official Trail Rides.

What a relaxing way to get on with your life.

wri .

Discover how much fun life can be,
come ride with us.

PANT HORSE,
P.O. Box 961023 Fort Worth, Texas 76161
(817) 834-2742, extension 306
www.apha.com
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WACO is my hometown from 1936, and I
remember the so-called "Restaurant Row" as a
prime business section in a very friendly down-
town. I never met Jennifer Love Hewitt, but I
know Steve Martin, who came to play with the
younger brothers of a friend I visited often.
Lana Robinson's article was excellent; however,
I wish a mention had been made that Waco
has been the Capital of Masonry in Texas since
1902, when the Grand Lodge of Texas, the old-
est continuous institution chartered by the
state of Texas, moved from Houston to Waco.

Visitors are welcome at the Masonic Grand
Lodge Library and Museum of Texas [715
Columbus Ave.; 254/753-7395] to view the
only Holocaust display in Waco and to see
other distinct items, such as a lock of Sam
Houston's hair, a flag that flew over Pearl
Harbor, and many more historical articles.

DUNCAN HOWARD
Waco

Orchids, Ole
I'M A FAIRLY new subscriber, but have been

We received a well-rounded response to Randy Mallo
Waco's traffic circle in the March issue.

reading TH at the doctor's office for several
years. I loved Kathryn Jones' article on orchids
[March issue]. It and Joe liggio's pictures were
fantastic.

JEAN CROWDER
Sulphur Springs

Circle of Life
RANDY Mallory's article cn the Waco traffic
circle [March issue] brought back good memo-

ries, especially going to the
Health Camp and the Elite
Cafe. I lived out in Robinson
and made the Circle five or
six times a day. Oh, how I
miss the old times I had as
a teenager growing up in
Waco. You made my day.

JOAN OLDHAM SMALL
Gilmer

MY FIRST memories of
Waco's Circle go back to the
early 1950s. My father was

ry's story on once again stationed at Fort
Hood, and we often stopped
off at the Elite Cafe on trips

to Dallas to visit my grandparents. I have dis-
tinct memories of my dad navigating the Circle.
My sister and I used to cover our eyes so we
wouldn't see the cars coming at us from all
directions. And our furniture was stored in
Waco while my father was in Korea from 1951
to 1953; my mother, sister, and I lived in
Denton, so we had many occasions to return to
Waco when my father came home from Korea.
Our next visits to the Elite took place in the
early 1960s when we visited my sister and her
new Air Force husband at their apartment in
Waco. And my new husband and I stopped at
the Elite for a honeymoon breakfast on our way
from Dallas to our new home in San Antonio.

My husband and I stopped at the Elite sever-
al years ago (after 1-35 was completed). It was
not what we remembered and what we were
looking for. So, thank you for reawakening both
our good memories and our appetites for an-
other go at the Elite Cafe. We'll also check out
Health Camp Burgers & Shakes.

NANCY AND GORDON BRADEN
Richardson

From an Abilenean
I GREW up in Abilene and lived there much of
my adult life. I enjoyed the article by Kathryn
Jones in the March issue.

KATHRYN SAPP
Weatherford

It's a Small World
IN MARCH Talk to TH, Henry Lessner wrote
that "Allen is possibly the smallest town in
Texas with its own symphony" Not even close.
Just 45 miles up the road, the Sherman Sym-
phony Orchestra [www.shermansymphony.com]
continues to make music, as it has since
1966. The SSO, under the baton of Daniel

6 TEXAS HIGHWAYS May 2005



Dominick, offers a subscription series as well
as holiday and children's concerts; most con-
certs are held in Sherman's beautifully restored
Kidd-Key Auditorium.

RON BOERGER
McKinney

Searching for Food
I AM searching for a chili recipe from an old
issue of TH. It was great. Do you have your
recipes indexed?

THOMAS RITCHEY

Brighton, Colorado

ED. NOTE: Get to cookin', Thomas. You can
search our database of recipes at www. texas
highways.com, or check our December issues
for an index of that year's articles (including
recipes). And don't forget our new cookbook,
Cooking With Texas Highways, a compilation of
more than 250 of our best recipes (see the
excerpt in the April issue). To order the book
(Univ. of Texas Press, $24.95, plus shipping,
handling, and applicable tax), call 800/839-
4997 (product # 36137), or go to the online
gift shop at www.texashighways.com. Or if
you're in Austin, pick up a copy at the Texas
Highways Gift Shop (150 E Riverside Dr.;
512/486-5899).

Lauding Linden
SUSAN Kirr's lovely article, "Nacogdoches to
Texarkana...and All that Lies Between" [March
issue], presented an inspiring picture of a
beautiful section of our state. It was disap-
pointing that the story did not include the city
of Linden, which is on US 59 between Jefferson
and Texarkana. Linden is the seat of Cass
County and home of Texas' oldest continuously
operating courthouse, a lovely Greek Revival
structure that was completed before the Civil
War. The town is the birthplace and/or home
of music greats such as Scott Joplin, T-Bone
Walker, Don Henley, Richard Bowden, The Cass
County Boys, and others; professional artists
such as Brad Attaway, Albino Hinojosa, and
Travis Whitfield are natives of the community.
Linden hosts the Wildflower Trails of Texas Festi-
val each year in April; and it is the home of Music
City Texas Theatre, a restored performance venue
that has seen concerts in recent months by
Don Henley, Jackson Browne, Richard Bowden
with Moon and the Starz, Hickory Hill, and Lone
Star Bluegrass Band, to name only a few.

REBECCA NARRAMORE
Linden

- Houston Area's Favorite Attraction -
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MOODY GARDENS
G A L V E S T O N I S L A N D

For more information, call:
800-582-4673

www.moodygardens.org

AQUARIUM- RAINFOREST -IMAX' 3D THEATER -DISCOV ERY PYRAMID -RIDEFILM -PALM BEACH -COLONEL PADDLEWHEELER- HOTEL

lear, clean water to enjoy!
Experience the magic of
Kerrville, where the
Guadalupe River runs

right through the middle of downtown.

Kerrville has lots to do, like the
upcoming Texas State Arts & Crafts
Fair, May 27-30 and the Kerrville Folk
Festival May 26 - June 12.

Discover row easy it is to lose your
heart to the hills. Call today for a
Visitor's Guide, 800-221-7958.

KERRVILLE

Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau " www.kerrvilletexascvb.com
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Don't Try This at Home
GENE Fowler's item on Stout Jackson in
Speaking of Texas [March issue] blew my
socks off. Stout demonstrated breaking ropes
in the town where I was born (Lohn) years
before I was born.

Years later, after we moved from there, my
dad mentioned seeing Stout break ropes. He
said Stout had a procedure, a "trick,' he called
it, that enabled him to break the ropes. That's
all he said about it and never mentioned it
again. My dad passed away in 1981 at age 81.

In the mid-1990s, Daddy's brother, in his
90s, asked me if I knew of Stout Jackson. He
said after watching Stout break ropes, Daddy
said he believed he could do that, and broke
two ropes. My uncle then broke one rope.
Daddy ended up with two hernias, my uncle
with one-that's one hernia per rope. My uncle
passed away in 1999 at almost 97 years of
age. It's a shame this could not have been
published before their deaths-they would have
really enjoyed knowing "the rest of the story."

WARD D. VOGEL

El Paso

Mammoth Undertaking
IN THE March feature on Waco, you men-
tion "...newly discovered skeletal remains
of ancient Columbian mammoths found
near Waco...." Columbian mammoths? Not
very likely.

ED VELA

Granbury

ED. NOTE: Good to hear from you, Ed. It's
true! According to mammothsite.com, "The
Columbian Mammoth... was a descendant of
Mammuthus meridionalis, the ancestral mam-
moth that entered North America via the
Bering Land Bridge about one million years
ago. The Columbian mammoth ranged from
Alaska, and the Yukon, across the midwestern
United States south into Mexico and Central
America." (The name comes from Christopher
Columbus, not the country, Colombia.)

WRITE OR EMAIL: Talk to TH, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/486-5879; email:
letters 05@texashighways.com. Web site: www.
texashighways.com. Though we are unable to print
every letter, we just might select yours to appear in the
magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism. We
reserve the right to edit letters.
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Experience the natural world of the '

River Region this spring. Enjoy five

crystal rivers, hiking, and kayaking. p
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our guest last spring! Relax at a river concan - Garner State Park - Reagan Wells A

cabin, rustic retreat, guest home, or B&B. sahinal - utopia- "Uvalde e
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HISTORY, FOLKLORE, AND

SHINING LIGHT IN BANGS

ost Texans are unaware that a kitsch icon of the 1950s, the TV

lamp, has substantial roots in the Lone Star State. The year was

1952, and Howard Kron, a talented designer and ceramics engi-

neer (and an actor, fresh from Hollywood), answered the call: A new company

in Bangs, Texas, needed help.

Ceramics manufacturer Texans In-

corporated could have done worse than

hire the multitalented Kron, who took

the reins as both designer and engineer.

Born in Milwaukee in 1914, Kron had

made tracks for Hollywood imme-

diately upon graduating from

high school and studied acting

at the famed Pasadena Play-

house. While Kron's acting

and singing gained him

acclaim, personal setbacks

in California ultimately led

him to a complete ca-

reer turnaround,

and he aban-

doned the per-
forming arts for

pottery.

After design-

ing ceramics for

southern Cali-

fornia's Halde-

man Pottery,

Kron moved

to Texas, where

he met and

trained Tyler native

Richard Gunter. Before long, the
men went to work for Texans Inc. in

Bangs, designing TV lamps (which sat
atop the television set), table lamps, and
other household ceramic goods with a

creative zeal uncommon to mass-pro-

duced items. The most popular item
made at Texans Inc., a Siamese cat-
and-kitten TV lamp, sold 30,000 units

in a single year, a boon to the small

town's economy.

TV lamps depicting not only cats,
but also ducks, horses, bulls, poodles,
owls, and bears, quickly traveled from

BOTH PHOTOS MARK STEVENS

In the 1950s, Howard Kron (1914-
1991) and Richard Gunter (above)

designed these and other popular
TV lamps for Texans Inc., a ceram-
cs company in Bangs. Believed
to prevent eye strain, the lamps,
which usually had a single, low-
wattage bulb hidden in back,
waned in popularity partly be-
cause TV screens became larg-
er, meaning viewers could sit
farther away.

Bangs to department stores across the

nation. But times and tastes change,
and in less than 10 years, the TV-lamp

craze had ended. Undeterred, Texans
Inc. soldiered on with its other prod-

ucts, its table lamps proving especially

popular. In 1971, a fire, ignited by
lightning, destroyed the Bangs produc-

tion facility; the company continued in

Del Rio for another decade before
being sold.

Today, collectors increasingly cherish
TV lamps created by Kron and many

other forgotten designers. Some exam-

FASCINATING FACTS

ples routinely sell for more than $500,
while others are valued much higher.

For example, an unusual Rin Tin Tin

lamp owned by Calvin Shepherd,
author of the book 50s T.V. Lamps

(Schiffer Publishing, 1998), is valued
at $2,000.

-Mark Stevens, Fort Worth

ROSENWALD SCHOOLS
BOOSTED BLACK LITERACY

n 1900, 38.2 percent of Texas

blacks were illiterate. By 1920, the
rate had dropped to 17.8 percent,

thanks in part to a Chicago high-school

dropout named Julius Rosenwald.
Between 1917 and 1932, more than

525 school buildings were built in black

communities in dozens of Texas coun-

ties, financed in part by the Rosenwald
Fund. Rosenwald money also paid for

improved training of black teachers.
Rosenwald (1862-1932), the son

of German-Jewish immigrants, had
bought into Sears, Roebuck and Com-

pany in 1895 and worked his way up to

the presidency of the company by 1909,
becoming a millionaire in the process.
Concerned about the abysmal educa-
tion provided black children in the

South, he and famed black educator
Booker T. Washington developed a
matching-grant system to finance con-

struction of more than 5,350 solidly

built school buildings in black commu-
nities in 15 southern states, including
Texas. The communities, as well as the

counties and states, were required to
furnish part of the money.

Many of the Rosenwald Schools-
few of which, at Rosenwald's insis-
tence, carried his name-have been

torn down or allowed to deteriorate.
Like those in other states, some of

Texas' surviving buildings, such as the
Sweet Home School near Seguin and
the Hopewell School near Bastrop, are

used as community centers or for

church gatherings.

-Mary G. Ramos, Dallas
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THIS MONTH'S TOP PICKS AND PLACES

In the Parks
TEXAS' MANY THEME PARKS AND AMUSEMENT PARKS BEGIN
their regular summertime schedules 7his month, and be-
tween the new shows and new attractions, you'll find plenty

to hold your interest. For Wonderland Park in Amarillo, call
800/383-4712; www.wonderlandpark.com. For Sandy Lake
Park in Carrollton, call 972/242-7449; www.sandylake.com.

For Western Playland in El Paso, call 915/772-3953; www.
westernplayland.com. For Joyland Amusement Park in Lubbock,

COURTESY SCHLITTERBAHN
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call 806/763-2719; www.joylandpark.com. For
Sea World San Antonio, call 800/700-7786;
www.seaworld.com.

The three Six Flags parks in Texas, which have
attached water parks, share the same Web site:
www.sixflags.com. For Six Flags Over Texas
in Arlington, call 817/640-8900; for Six Flags
Astroworld in Houston, call 713/799-1234;
for Six Flags Fiesta Texas in San Antonio,
call 210/697-5050. (See our June '04 story

"Six Flags Fix x 3" for
more details.)

As for water parks,
dozens offer thrills.
The granddaddy of
Texas water parks,
Schlitterbahn (www.

Come on in. The water's fine at Schlitterbahn, in New Braunfels and South
Padre Island. Coming soon: Schlitterbahn #3, in Galveston.

schlitterbahn.com), has two properties, the
original Schlitterbahn in New Braunfels (830/
625-2351) and the newest addition, Schlitter-

GOLFING. BOATING. SHOPPING.
You're on the right course.

Lake Lewisville is a magnet for nature lovers and outdoor

water sports enthusiasts. Surrounded by 9,000 protected

acres of natural beauty, Lake Lewisville spans 23,280 acres

and has 233 miles of pristine shoreline. Boating, fishing,
hiking, camping and jus: plain-old fun in the sun is what

makes this a desirable destination. Come stay and play.

If it's just for the weekend or for a sunny vacation, you're

on the right course.

LEWIS VILLE
\-iTORS ABUR[ AU

551 N. Valley Parkway
Lewisville, Texas 75067

800.657.9571
972.436.9571

bahn Beach Waterpark on South Padre Island
(956/772-SURF).

For more water park information, see www.
texashighways.com, and search for "water park;'
then go to "Get Wet? You Bet!"

TEACH THE CHILDREN WELL
MAKE LEARNING FUN! MORE THAN A
dozen children's museums across the state
stimulate exploration and discovery-for kids
and adults alike. Admit it, grownups: You like
playing with electricity, gravity, and other
marvels of physics just as much as that gaggle
of giggling third-graders. At www.childrens
museums.org, the Association of Children's
Museums maintains a database of venues
across the nation, and organizes them by state.
To learn about museums in Amarillo, Austin,
Bryan, Commerce, Corpus Christi, Dallas, Fort
Worth, Houston, Laredo, McAllen, New Braun-
fels, San Antonio, and Waco, click on "Texas,"
and let the fun begin.

PLAY COWBOY!
YOU DON'T HAVE TO LOOK FAR TO FIND
a horseback-riding adventure in Texas, but
Bandera, which calls itself the "Cowboy Capital
of the World;' makes saddling up exceedingly
easy. In fact, dozens of dude ranches and work-
ing ranches in the area offer ranch tours, wildlife
excursions, roping lessons, rodeos, hayrides,
and horseback rides galore-whether you want
an hourlong trek or an overnight experience.
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Call 800/364-3833; www.banderacowboy
capital.com.

TASTE ADDISON
FOOD-LOVERS WILL DELIGHT IN VARIETY
May 13-15 when the 13th annual Taste Addi-
son food festival showcases food and bever-
ages from 170 local restaurants. Beginning on
Friday evening, visitors can browse colorful
tents displaying arts and crafts and feast on an
assortment of cuisines-from Brazilian to Indian
and Chinese-while tasting wines and listening
to continuous live music on the shady grounds
of Addison Circle Park.

On Saturday and Sunday, the celebrations
begin at noon with the Taste Showcase, which
features several wine seminars and cooking
demonstrations. Live entertainment through-
out the weekend includes belly dancing, Indian
dancing, and a piano-and-saxophone duo.
Between the two stages, a midway-complete
with games, rides, clowns, and face painting-
keeps the kids smiling. And everyone can look
forward to performances by Smash Mouth,
Vertical Horizon, Waking Norman, Little River
Band, and Mingo Fishtrap. Admission ranges
from $5 to $8; free age 4 and younger. Call

800-ADDISON; www.
addisontexas.net.

-AMANDA ABLACK

ART OF THE POT
IF YOU'VE EVER
been curious about
how potters transform
lumps of clay into
works of art-function-
al or otherwise-mark
your calendar for Moth-
er's Day weekend, May "
7-8, for Austin's sec-
ond annual, free Art of
the Pot tour. As you
explore the studios of w
five local artists, who
will display their work

') u n ivoiks of ib lia
along with the pieces annual Art of the Pot st
of 11 guest artists, you
can watch demonstrations, ask questions, and
learn about the history, processes, and artistry
of ceramic art. Other May events in Austin that
focus on ceramics include the Gathering of
Potters exhibition at ClayWays studio, which fea-
tures demonstrations on May 7-8; the Spring

uonal and local ceramics artists during the second
audio tour in Austin.

Ceramics Sale (May 7-8) at Cone 10 Studio;
the Mother's Day Celebration and Seconds Sale
(May 7-8) at Sunset Canyon Pottery; and the
Greater Austin Clay Artists show (May 7-June 4)
at the Design Center of Austin.

For details about the Art of the Pot tour or
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other ceramics-related events, see www.artof
thepot.com, or send an email to info@artofthe
pot.com.

IMAGINARY ALBUMS
DRUMROLL, PLEASE. BEGINNING APRIL 19
and continuing through July 9, The Greatest
Album Covers That Never Were, an imaginative

E n
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qu
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q -

May 21, 2005
Downtown Square -Graham, Texas

joy our one-day
stival featuring a A

ch blend of three
fine art shows,

ality artisanship,
entertainment &

whimsy...

r

- i

Grah

TeN,3rth 5tnr cd T XAS

And soak up the small town charm
of Graham, Texas where shopping,
antiques, cozy B&Bs, outdoor fun

and scenic beauty await you just
90 minutes west of Fort Worth.

am Convention & Visitors Bureau
Toll Free 1-866-549-0401

www.grahamtexas.net/cvb

traveling exhibition from Cleveland's Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame, takes the stage at the Buddy
Holly Center in Lubbock. Before the days of cas-
settes, compact discs, and digital downloading,
album covers served as important vehicles for
artists such as Andy Warhol, Richard Hamilton,
and Peter Blake, who, in turn, helped shape the
image of the music.

The Greatest Album Covers That Never Were,
conceived by music archivist Michael Ochs and
graphic designer Craig Butler, breathes new life
into a lost art by giving nearly 100 artists and
illustrators the chance to produce a fantasy
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album cover for a band or musician of their
choice. Call 806/767-2686; www.buddyholly
center.org.

CRUSTACEAN STATION
WITH A MOTTO LIKE "WE DON'T NEED NO
stinking chili," the organizers of Balmorhea's
annual shrimp festival, this year May 27-29,
practically guarantee a good time. The event's
unwieldy name-the annual Permian Sea
Shrimp Oasis of West Texas Shrimp Cook-off
and Festival-is a mouthful. But so are the
event's delicious shrimp, which are farmed
organically in nearby Imperial, in natural salt-
water from the underground Permian Sea.

Last year, some 3,000 people showed up to
enjoy softball games, live music, arts and crafts,
and shrimp cuisine ranging from bacon-
wrapped shrimp to shrimp cocktails.

For details, call the city of Balmorhea at
432/375-2307, or ring the Permian Sea
Shrimp Company & Store at 432/536-2280.

N.C. WYETH AND FAMILY
THROUGH MAY 25, THE NATIONAL CENTER
for Children's Illustrated Literature (NCCIL)
in Abilene presents N.C. Wyeth: The Great
American Illustrator. A dedicated drawer from
childhood, Wyeth (1882-1945) published his
first illustration in The Saturday Evening Post in
1903 and went on to create more than 3,000
works in his lifetime, including the captivating
illustrations for such classics as Robin Hood,
The Last of the Mohicans, The Yearling, The
Deerslayer, The Boy's King Arthur, and Treasure
island. The exhibition at the NCCIL includes some
40 original works-mostly large oil paintings on
canvas-as well as pieces by several of N.C's
talented kin, including his children Andrew and
Henriette. Call 325/673-4586; www.nccil.org.

SAN MARCOS SWINGS!
THERE MAY BE NO BETTER MONTH TO
head to San Marcos than May, when the lovely
river beckons and festivals almost every week-
end enliven the courthouse square and historic
neighborhoods.

On April 30 and May 1, the San Marcos
Heritage Association's 30th annual Heritage
Homes Tour gives visitors the chance to see
inside some of the town's most luxurious prop-
erties. Beginning at the 1867 Charles S. Cock
house, the home of San Marcos' first mayor, the
tour includes both historic and contemporary
houses, and features costumed docents and
strolling musicians to further set the mood.

On May 22, the free Texas Natural and
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COURTESY NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME AND MUSEUM

MICKEY MANTLE

Check out Mickey Mantle's 1952 Rookie Card
at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, through
August 14.

1927, a letter from President Kennedy to

1

regarding civil rights, the eyeglasses of famed Chicago Cubs announcer Harry

Caray, and the original draft of the 1908 song "Take Me Out to the Ballgame."

Call 713/639-7300; www.mfah.org.

Western Swing Festival celebrates Texas history,
music, and traditions with a rollicking mix of live
music, cowboy poetry, chuck-wagon cooking,
mule-team rides, historical exhibits, traditional
artisans, and a bazaar featuring Texas-made
foodstuffs, clothing, crafts, and art. After a full
day's worth of fun surrounding the courthouse,
the Texas Western Swing Hall of Fame Show,
held from 7:30 to midnight, welcomes dozens of
Western Swing legends to the San Marcos Plaza
stage, near the river.

For details about the Heritage Homes Tour, the
Texas Natural and Western Swing Festival, and
other attractions in San Marcos, call
888/200-5620; www.sanmarcostexas.com.

WHO'S YOUR CRAWDADDY?
CRAWFISH MAY NOT BE THE FIRST THINGS
that come to mind when you think of Freder-
icksburg, but mudbugs hold their own against
shopping, history, and German fare during the
annual Fredericksburg Crawfish Festival, taking
place this year May 27-28 in Market Square.
Along with tasty crawfish prepared in most every
way imaginable, the festival features a children's
area, arts and crafts, a rock-climbing wall, and

Cajun-inspired performances by such acts as
Ponty Bone and the Squeezetones, Dr. Zog,
Zydeco Angels, and Zydeco Blanco. Call 830/
997-8515; www.tex-fest.com.

LIFE IN MINIATURE
AT DALLAS' MAGNIFICENT HALL OF STATE
in Fair Park, which was built in 1936 as the city
prepared for the World's Fair, the American Mu-
seum of Miniature Arts captures the country's
wide range of architectural styles and regional
customs. Thirty miniature homes and room dio-
ramas-some as large as six feet tall-are fur-
nished with authentically crafted furniture and
accessories specific to the time period each
home represents.

The museum's largest fund-raiser, the annual
Mayfest celebration, takes place May 10-15 at
the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Addison, where
nationally known miniaturists will teach some 40
workshops and classes covering topics like fur-
niture-making and sewing miniature clothing.

For details about the museum or Mayfest, call
214/969-5502; www.minimuseum.org.

Houston Hits
a Home Run
BEGINNING MAY 22 AND CONTINU-
ing through August 14, the Museum
of Fine Arts, Houston, examines
the marriage of baseball and Ameri-

can culture in the exhibition Base-

ball As America, organized by the
National Baseball Hall of Fame and

Museum in Cooperstown, New York.
Beginning with baseball's early

days in the 19th Century, Baseball
As America journeys through base-
ball history to modern times, focus-

ing on various aspects of the game

and its influence on everything from

music and fashion to civil rights.
Among the items on display are an

1888 Gunson padded catcher's
mitt, a bat used by Babe Ruth in

baseball bellwether Jackie Robinson
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A JURIED FINE ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW r

MEMORIAL DAY
WEEKEND

Shop for Original
Texas Fine Arts & Crafts

* Great Food & Drinks

k Fantastic Music
& Entertainment

* Kids Activities

Fun for thej) \ I Whole Family

FAIR HOURS
Friday: 4-8 pm
Saturday: 10-6 pm
Sunday: 10-6 pm
Monday: 10-4 pm

ADMISSION
Tickets are available at our website,

by phone, or at the gate.
/~ Mail: TACEF, Inc.

P. 0. Box 291527
Kerrville, TX 78029-1527
Phone: (888) 335-1455

Web: wwW.tacef.org for tickets,
review artists' work & scheduled events.

GETTING TO THE FAIR
River Star Arts & Event Park - Hwy. 27 East,

3 miles East of Schreiner University.
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mu er Fun

Are We There Yet?
SCHOOL'S OUT FOR SUMMER! WHETHER YOU HAVE KIDS
or not, the calendar practically insists teat you take a vacation.
So go ahead, get away from it all. Here are a few ideas to
get you started.

STAN A. WILLIAMS

r

GET SOME PERSPECTIVE!
IN SAN ANTONIO'S HEMISFAIR PARK,
built in 1968 for the San Antonio World's Fair,
the 750-foot-tall Tower of the Americas has
helped many lost sightseers orient themselves
in the city's often-confusing streetscape. A res-
taurant 550 feet up offers upscale food and
cocktails (but has a kids' menu), and an obser-
vation deck at 675 feet provides a stunning
panoramic view of the Alamo City's beauty. Call
210/207-8615; www.toweroftheamericas.com.

Some 800 miles west, in El Paso's Franklin
Mountains State Park, you can travel aboard a
Swiss-made cable car to the Wyler Observatory,

nestled atop Ranger Peak
in the gorgeous Franklin
Mountains. Here, at 5,632
feet, you can spy not only
Texas' stunning scenery,
but also that of New Mex- Steve Ebner and Vonc
ico and Mexico. The Wyler
Aerial Tramway is closed Tuesday and Wed-
nesday. Call 915/566-6622; www.tpwd.state.
tx.us.

HIT THE WATER!
WHETHER YOU'D LIKE
surely river float via inner

TO TAKE A LEI-
tube or ply Texas'

a Seliger of Round Rock explore Austin's Town Lake.

waterways in a kayak or canoe, you'll find
options galore. Here's a good place to start:
www.gopaddle.com, which provides information
about canoe, kayak, and tube outfitters across
the world. Follow the links to "Texas;' and you'll
find several dozen outfitters, from Kountze to
Terlingua. If you're already a paddlin' fool and
don't see your favorite river outfitter, send an
email to the gopaddle folks, and they'll make
the addition. The Web is a wonderful thing.

PLAY SWAMP THING!
IT'S CAJUN COUNTRY IN PORT ARTHUR
and Orange, where the only thing that sepa-
rates Texas from Louisiana is the picturesque
Sabine River, thick with alligators and lush veg-
etation. If you'd like to experience the Sabine
wetlands up close, book a boat tour, and pre-
pare to be awed.

Super Gator Airboat Tours, just west of the
Texas Travel Information Center in Orange,
offers daytime and evening tours, during which
you might see such bayou dwellers as rac-
coons, turtles, water snakes, and huge alliga-
tors living in the lush corridors of willow, tupe-
lo, and cypress. On night rides, the tour direc-
tor may pick up small gators or frogs so you
can view them up close. Later, the animals are
released back into the water unharmed. Call
800/241-6390.

Another Orange company, Adventures 2000 +,

might be your best choice if you're exploring the
swampland scenery with small kids in tow, as
Captain Eli Tate's small, covered boats have 30-
inch-high sides. On leisurely tours of the watery
recesses, you'll travel through an old ship grave-
yard and into a mysterious swamp tunnel, all
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the while learning about the area's rich
natural history. Call 409/883-0856; www.
swampandrivertours.com.

GO CAMPING!
AT THE MORE THAN 100 PARKS AND HIS-
toric sites managed by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, you can take your pick
of summertime activities. Try these on for
size: fishing, hiking, birdwatching, biking, swim-
ming, horseback riding, sand-sledding, Dutch-
oven cooking, stone-skipping, or succumbing
to a delightful snooze in a hammock, strung
between two trees. Ahhhh. Work? Stress?
What's that? And while sleeping under the stars
might prove the ultimate way to unwind, you
don't have to rough it: Many state parks have
comfortable (and even air-conditioned) cabins,
complete with hot showers and kitchenettes.
Call 800/792-1112 for information about
Texas' state park system, or see www.tpwd.
state.tx.us for in-depth details (including a
downloadable park-information guide and the
Web-based version of TPWD's revamped 112-
page Texas State Park Guide). For reservations
at a particular park, call 512/389-8900.

CAVE IN!
IT MAY BE HOT OUTSIDE, BUT IT'S COOLER
underground. Texas boasts seven caves that reg-
ularly open to the general public, known in
speleological parlance as "show caves.

Cascade Caverns, near Boerne, is famous for
its underground pathways and constant 68-de-
gree temperature (830/755-8080). Also in the
area, Cave Without a Name boasts amazing
"cave bacon" and "soda straw" formations (830/
537-4212; www.cavewithoutaname.com). Natu-
ral Bridge Caverns, between New Braunfels and
San Antonio (210/651-6101; www.naturalbridge
caverns.com), is the largest show cave in Texas.

Caverns of Sonora, in West Texas, off I-10,
stuns visitors with its delicate helictites (325/
387-3105; www.cavernsofsonora.com). Wonder
Cave, one of Texas' few tectonic caves, formed
during an earthquake along the section of the
Balcones Fault zone at San Marcos (512/392-
3760; www.wonderworldpark.com). Longhorn
Cavern, at Longhorn Cavern State Park, south-
west of Burnet, was formed by water dissolving
and cutting the limestone bedrock thousands
of years ago (830/598-CAVE; www.longhorn
caverns.com). And last but not least, visit Inner
Space Cavern, in Georgetown, discovered in
1963 (512/931-2283; www.innerspace.com).
For an international guide to show caves
throughout the world, see www.showcaves.com.

Saturday,
May 7, 2005
Rain or Shine

10am-5pm
$25 PASS

for all gardens

$6 PASS for each
individual garden

Children under 5 Free

Join us Mother's
Day Weekend for a

garden tour featuring
six private gardens, plus
the Lady Bird Johnson

Wildflower Center

For more information
about this and other

events, go to
www.wildflower.org

or call 512/292-4200

Sponsored by

TEx S
H I G H W A Y S

Ladi Rird /oauen

Our hills really are
alive with the sound of music.

<-

- But that's only natural considering we're located
in the heart of the Texas Hill Country, only 70
miles west of Austin, the live music capital of
the world. So come stay for a long weekend.
From German Biergartens to 'roots" music

festivals to Texas honky-tonks, we'll get your foot
tapping and leave you with a song in your heart.

FREDERICKSUnriii Ilie JeitasId 1il iz1n

1-866-997-3600
wwwA fredericksburg-texas.com

Visitor Information Center
302 E. Austin (Downtown Fredericksburq)
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HOUSTON'S ECLECTIC B&Bs

.. 0- The Inn C ity BY MIRIAM HALBERSTAM

THOSE of you who watch The Gil-

more Girls or who grew up on New-

hart, two television shows where inns

play a main role, might think they're J
all like that-stately manors in small j
towns or the countryside, complete

with a quirky handyman and an eas-

ily flustered cook.

So not true.
Houston, the nation's fourth-largest

city-hardly small, hardly countryside-

has at least a half-dozen bed and break

fasts and inns. While lending them

selves to idyllic getaways, the inns also

cater to people traveling to the Bayou ,

City to attend business meetings, cele- @
brate a college graduation, see a play, "he exuberani decor in the ommon area o Robins Nest B&B speaks to that of the rest of the house,
or indulge in a short respite before a restored 1898 Victorian farmhouse in Houston's Museum District.

boarding a cruise ship here or in Galveston.

As a hotel-adoring hedonist, however, I

0 A& wondered why someone would choose to

stay at a one-of-a-kind inn instead of a

tried-and-true luxury or chain hotel. And

therein lies the answer: Innkeepers pro-

vide a personal touch, warming milk for

GREAT FUN BOTH SIDES your coffee or keeping an eye out for you

OF THE BORDER at night. Moreover, many of the houses

Most Comparable To Mexico's Interior have fascinating histories. Finally, each

Fine Restaurants, Interesting Sites inn has a distinctive personality-and I

An Authentic Mexican Market Square don't mean the handyman.
Here, then, are three B&Bs noted for

Come for the weeke their individuality, location, and charm.

stay A( Week. Robin's Nest seems an apt name for an

_ _ --- inn kept by someone who has flown

It's All New! Bigger & Better! around the globe. Native Texan Robin

Smith joined the United States Informa-
KICKAPO tion Service (an agency since absorbed

LUCKY EAGLE CASINO into the U.S. State Department) in the

Experience the New Magic 1960s, a job that took her to Brazil,

_ Belgium, France, and Morocco. Back

Two International Bridges -Two Great Cities in Houston, she worked in the banking
industry. In 1978, as an investment,
she bought and restored an 1898 Vic-

torian farmhouse in the Museum Dis-

trict. Legend has it that the home was the
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Many of these B&Bs have fascinating histories. Each inn has

a distinctive personality-and I don't mean the handyman.

first one built in that part of Houston.

More than a decade later, when Hous-

ton's economy took a nosedive, Robin

mulled over a career change. "For no tan-

gible reason, the idea to turn the house into

a B&B lingered in my head," says Robin.

She had stayed in a B&B only once, 20

years earlier, but in 1990, she opened

Robin's Nest with one guest room. It now

has six-four rooms in the main house and

two in a nearby cottage.

The salmon-colored house echoes
Robin's vibrant personality. Wraparound

porch columns, braced by gingerbread,
are accented with a checkerboard pat-

tern between trim of purple, gold, and
red. A blissful-looking, wooden angel dan-

gles from the deep purple-red inn sign. In

the foyer, an antique Chinese sideboard

shares space with a hand-painted ceram-

ic zebra and a lavender magazine rack.

But it's the fabrics throughout the place
that have become Robin's signature.
Robin herself sews the exuberant drapes,
bedspreads, and even shower curtains
that adorn the B&B. The innkeeper cred-
its her late friend Cindy Hargrave, "a

CPA with an artist's eye," for helping her
pull everything together.

All the rooms here have queen-size

beds (some with an extra twin bed), a

private bath, a refrigerator, cable TV,
and Internet access. Each of the cottage

rooms has a whirlpool bath for two and

a relaxing, private porch.

For breakfast, Robin sets out a conti-
nental buffet for early risers and prepares

fuller fare later in the morning. The
menu can be a medley of things, she says,
ranging from French toast to herb frit-
tatas and huevos rancheros.

As you might surmise from its name,
Modern B&B, Houston's newest guest-
house, turns the inn stereotype com-
pletely on its ear. Built from metal, wood,
and glass, and an easy drive to Rice

University and the Texas Medical Center,
the four-story B&B sits among raintrees
that change from gold to pink during
the spring and summer.

Innkeepers for less than a year, Rod-
ney and Lisa Collins find themselves run-
ning the lodging happily but unexpected-
ly. Rodney, an award-winning architect,
built the townhome a few years ago for a
client. "When the deal fell through," says
Lisa, "we decided to move in ourselves."

They had always lived in small places,
however, and the house was more than
they needed. Frequent travelers, Lisa

Houston's sleek, new Modern B&B includes an 800-square-foot, fourth-story "treehouse" with shaded
verandas and panoramic views.
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If it's June, it's a grrreat time
to be man's best friend in
Denton. Denton Main Street's
Dog Days of Summer,June 4',
is a howling good time for
pooches and their people.
Canine contests, parade, and
specialty vendors allow for
puttin' on the dog in more
ways than one! While you're
here, visit the unique shops,
restaurants, galleries and
museums surrounding the
historic courthouse square.

Let us help you discover
Denton...and all that jazz!

Denton Convention &
Visitor Bureau

414 Parkway
Denton,TX 76201

888/381-1818
Event Hotline: I (866) DENTONTX

www.discoverdenton.com
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.. " The Inn City
make their dream

a reality and turn

the townhome into

a B&B, "know-

ing right away we

would offer the

'treehouse room.'

This glorious,
800-square-foot

space takes up the

entire fourth floor

and has 18-foot

Among the lovely rooms at Sara's Bed & Breakfast Inn
second floor of the 1898 Queen Anne mansion, featu
and balcony.

and Rodney prefer B&Bs, and "for years

we had talked about opening one of our

own," says Lisa. Last year, they decided to

ceilings and lots

of windows. Two

balconies offer

views above the
the Austin Suite, on the treeline. "There's

res a private sitting room a good feeling up
there," says Lisa.

"Everyone who stays there gets a great

night's sleep." The room has a king-size

bed, a private bath with a whirlpool tub

F
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and separate slate shower, and a private

entrance. Two other, light-flooded guest
rooms, on the third floor, share an ad-

joining bath.
Decorated in a warm contemporary

style, the Collinses' living area has a black

sofa and a modern piece of wall art that

used to be a tabletop. The health-con-

scious couple raise chickens (yes, it's legal in

the city limits), grow their own herbs, fruits,
and vegetables, and cook organically as

much as possible. Lisa's breakfast special-

ties are 10-grain waffles, bacon, eggs, and

With 12 rooms and suites,

Sara's Bed & Breakfast feels

like a small hotel, offering

amenities like voice mail and

plush robes. Each room in the

1898 Queen Anne mansion is

individually decorated.

grapefruit, but she's just as likely to whip up

a smoothie or make biscuits from scratch.

Amenities include cable TV, DVD play-

ers, and Internet access. A centrally locat-

ed refrigerator and microwave serve all

the rooms.

For Connie and Bob McCreight, 1986
proved to be an auspicious year. That's

when they got married, and when Con-

nie's parents, Donna and Tillman Arledge,
opened Sara's Bed & Breakfast Inn. The
McCreights purchased the inn seven years

ago, continuing the family tradition.

Houston's oldest B&B, Sara's (named for

Connie's younger sister) is four miles from

downtown in the Heights, a historic neigh-

borhood with more than 100 structures

listed in the National Register (see "Small

Town in the Big City," October 2001).

Facing a wide, green esplanade, the

lovely 1898 Queen Anne mansion, soft

pink with white gingerbread trim, has a

welcoming porch. A second floor was

added in 1980 along with two of the

B&B's most wonderful features: a turret

and a widow's walk. Inside, the first and

second stories are designed around a
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voice-mail service and plush robes num-
ber among the big-city perks, but with a
beautifully appointed Victorian parlor
right across from the check-in desk, the
intimate inn ambiance remains intact.

The McCreights offer continental and

full breakfasts, including homey indul-
gences like sweet-potato pancakes and
eggs-and-sausage casserole, served in the
sunny Garden Room.

All of the guest rooms/suites have pri-
vate baths, and accommodations include

A wooden angel welcomes guests to Robin's Nest
with open arms, and big, breezy porches add ex-
tra enticement to Modern B&B.

staircase set beneath the turret, creating a

remarkable, three-story open space.
Filled with antiques and collectibles,

the inn's 12 rooms and suites are all dec-
orated differently. One has a nautical
theme, one a Western motif, while anoth-
er, dressed in varying shades of cream,
proves incredibly soothing. "We have one
guest," says Bob, "who likes to try a new
room every time he stays here."

With so many rooms, Sara's actually
feels like a small hotel. Amenities like

THE INN-SIDE SCOOP For general
information about Houston, write to
the Houston Convention & Visitors *
Bureau, 901 Bagby, Ste. 100 (77002);
713/437-5200; www.visithoustontexas.com.

Note: Reservations are required at all three inns.

Robin's Nest is at 4104 Greeley St. (77006);

713/528-5821 or 800/622-8343; www.
therobin.com. Rates: $89-$175.

Modern B&B is at 4003 Hazard St. (77098);
832/279-6367 or 800/462-4014; www.bbon
line.com/tx/modern. Rates: $80-$125.

Sara's Bed & Breakfast Inn is at 941 Heights
Blvd. (77008); 713/868-1130 or 800/593-
1130; www.saras.com. Rates: $70-$200.
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Shop. San Marcos, Texas.

Looking for a unique shopping experience? San Marcos delivers the perfect

one-of-a-kind local shopping experience nestled in the center of our historic and

picturesque downtown. It's just one of the many charms of San Marcos.

San Marcos is conveniently located between Austin and San Antonio along IH-35.

411 MR
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full-, queen-, or king-size beds. An invit-
ing, two-bedroom, two-bath balcony

apartment in the carriage house is also
available. Additional amenities include
TVs, VCRs, and wireless DSL.

Whether you're staying a night, a week-
end, or a week, Houston's size needn't
daunt travelers who prefer lodgings that
shun the crowds. At these B&Bs, an inn
is the "inn" place to be.

MIRIAM HALBERSTAM is a Houston-based writer. This
is her first story for Texas Highways.
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LET ME TELL YOU a story or two about a family that lived in

the Texas Hill Country a while back. Their ghosts still do.

BY HOWARD PEACOCK

am Johnson went to Austin on business one day-his home was about
50 miles west of Austin-and came back with a radio that was the
talk of the town. He had paid $150 for the device. When his neighbors
heard about the purchase, one commented, "Sam must have slipped a
cog between his ears," or something like that, and others nodded. In those

times, when most folks in the hills were struggling to wrest a mere living
from the hard-scrabble soil, 150 bucks was Big Money. We're talking 1925.

Not only did Sam pay the big bucks; when he wanted to listen to the
radio, he had to remove the battery from his Model T Ford and hook it up
to the radio for power. Then, when the listening ended, he would unhook
the battery and tote it back to the car.

But Sam knew what he was doing. An educator and six-term Texas legis-
lator, Sam knew the value of communication, especially when it was fast and
factual. That high-falutin' radio offered a direct line to events and informa-
tion throughout the vast world beyond the caliche dust of Johnson City.

Sam and his wife, Rebekah, who was descended from the prominent
Baines family of Blanco, had a stringbean son, their first-born, who showed
a remarkable talent early in boyhood for grasping and even debating
"civics," as the subject was called. It embraced politics, social problems,
government actions, and citizens' responsibilities. The couple especially
wanted that son, named Lyn-

don Baines, as well as their -
other children, to have the
benefit of actually hearing
presidential speeches and de

bates involving political and
public leaders.

When an important speech

was scheduled for broadcast,
Sam and Rebekah invited

friends and their families to
their home to hear and discuss
it. After the speech was over
the young 'uns were divided by
age into two debating teams.

They were expected to discuss

and argue various points of

view on the broadcast topic.~
Lyndon was the star.

Other times, when no radio
L AN

At age four, LBJ began running off to the one-room Junction School (left). His teasing
sense of humor exhibited itself early on. To his teacher Kate Deadrich's dismay, he once
said, "Miss Kate, I don't like you one bit!" Then he laughed and added, "I just love you!"
Ranching and heritage demonstrations take place at the LBJ Ranch Roundup in April and
at Farm and Ranch Days in September (above).
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The Pedernales River (above) runs between the LBJ Ranch District (part of the national park)
and the LBJ Ranch State Park and Historical Site. LBJ's bedroom at the boyhood home in
Johnson City includes a replica of his bed (right) with a book, baseball, and glove.

broadcast was involved, Sam would agai

invite men friends in the town and the held

nearby hills to his home to palaver on und
some common problem or dispute. Wo- thro

men and children were not allowed at wer

these sessions; the language was "rough- suff

hewn." Lyndon and his younger brother, Y
Sam Houston Johnson, were told to do well

their chores. dro

The boys would make a pass at the for

chores, then circle back to the house ve

and hide outside the windows to over-

hear the man-talk. And, of course,,

one day they were caught red-hand-

n." So the next time the men

a meeting, the boys crawled

er the house and listened

ugh the floorboards. They

e discovered there, too, and

ered the consequences.

oung Sam learned the lesson

but Lyndon kept on eaves-

)ping. When the men gathered

another talk about a contro-

rsy in the community, Lyndon

rawled back under the house

to listen. He must have

sneezed or giggled at the cuss

ed, or probably red-eared.
"Boys," Sam said sternly,

"don't let me catch you here

LBJ needed to stand out. When
he presented his aunt this
china clown, he announced, 'It
cost me a dime, and it's worth
every penny."

; v

words or bumped the
floor. Summoned
forth by his father,
he expec-ed the

worst. But this

time, instead

of punishing
his son, Sam

A
/

-
7) ' -

~ 1/
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said, "Lyndon, if you're so all-fired curi-
ous about politics, come on in the room
and listen. Don't talk unless spoken to.
Just listen. You and I and your mother

will talk about this later."

You've heard the saying, "The child is
father of the man"? Wise old Words-
worth said it first in a poem. Think about
it. It certainly applies here, in these stories
and a thousand more like them. They
reveal the beginnings of ideas and "lean-

ings" that would someday capture the
mind, heart, ambitions, core, and con-
science of the man who became the 36th
president of the United States.

The Boyhood Home is the centerpiece of the national park's Johnson City
District. The Johnson family moved here from the ranch in 1913, when young
Lyndon was five. At left, a message in the walkway at the Texas White House
gives a Lone Star welcome to LBJ Ranch visitors.

Years later, in a sin-

gle fiery instant, the

middle-aged Texas man

who figured in these

small-town stories was
handed the reins of
leadership in America
and the free world. He

would need to lead the way through the
global grief, shock, confusion, and tur-
moil that followed the assassination of

John E Kennedy. Later, one title given
Lyndon Johnson by journalist Joseph
Alsop had a ring to it: "Last of the fron-
tier presidents."

Q oday, we're in the Lyndon B. Johnson
National Historical Park in Johnson
City, which is dedicated to telling the

story of LBJ and the effects of his long
political career on our lives to this very

day. Powerful effects, like rural electrifi-
cation, Medicare, civil rights, education,

and the quality of the environment. And,
yes, potent memories of Vietnam. LBJ
was a complicated man, and he took

complicated, controversial actions.
Another part of the Lyndon B. Johnson

National Historical Park, 14 miles west
of here, spreads out around the Ped-
ernales River. It's called the "Ranch
District" of the park. Here, Johnson was
born in 1908 and first went to school,
learning to read at age four; here, he lis-
tened to his grandpa spin tales of big cattle
drives up the Chisholm Trail to Abilene,
Kansas; and here, he set up the famous
"Texas White House" while he was pres-
ident. And it's here where he died.

This park shows and tells plenty about
our Texas history, and how families lived,
thrived a while, failed often, and kept
"gutting it out" in the Hill Country dur-
ing the final era of the frontier. You'll
learn new facts and hear more good yarns
every time you visit. It really doesn't mat-
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ter if you "damn sure" liked LBJ's politics
and the man himself, or "damn sure"
didn't. Nor does it matter whether you've
read one of the several excellent biogra-
phies of the man and those fascinating
times. The good ones can make your

opinions teeter on the brink of likes and
dislikes, hoorays and hellfires.

What really matters is whether you
enjoy a unique piece of Texas, especially
during the spring wildflower season, and
the endless stories of potent men and
women and their rambunctious offspring,
and how they lived at a true turning point
in our Texas adventure.

LBJ's little blue con-
vertible provides one
of the funnier anec-
dotes on the bus tour
(see page 27).

The topsoil and
grasses in the val-

leys and plateaus
of the Hill Coun-
try fooled the first

settlers. After only
a few generations

of farming, the
thin loam wore

down to crum-

bled limestone,
the caliche. That meant faltering crops
season after season. To survive, many
farming families took to cattle ranching,
trail driving, and livestock raising-or
just looked for other work. The native
grasses, high and lush at first, made fine
fodder for cattle. But the grass was soon
overgrazed, right down to the roots.

Trouble was, the Hill Country grasses
had only one annual growing season.

Back east, the settlers were blessed with
several yearly growing seasons of grass.
Not so here. It was a hard lesson to learn

and deal with.
During the heyday of the cattle boom,

Lyndon's grandfather Sam Ealy Johnson

Sr. and Sam's brother, Tom, rounded up

and drove huge herds of Longhorns to Abi-

lene. As a young boy, Lyndon hung spell-

bound on old Sam's tales of cowboy life
on the trail-just the two of them on a

long porch, rocking in rawhide-bottom

chairs. LBJ's love of Stetson hats, West-

ern duds, and even manners of speech

throughout his life stemmed from those

storytellings.

"When I came to Johnson City, I

thought I had come to the end of the

earth," wrote a woman named Stella Glid-

don, who arrived about the same time as
Lyndon's family. Lyndon was five when

he and his parents and two younger sis-

ters moved from the ranch to Johnson

City. (His brother, Sam Houston, and a

third sister were born after the move.)

Their new hometown had no indoor

plumbing or electricity. But Johnson City

did have a real school. That school was

extremely important to Sam and Eliza for

the education of their children.

"Johnson City looked like the set for a

Grade B Western," writes author Robert

Caro of those days. Main Street was a

wide dust-and-rock lane lined by several
wooden stores on planked sidewalks.
There was also a cotton gin, a "right

w _F''>-
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T-he highest point at the ranch offers visitors a view of LBJ's beloved Texas Hill Country.
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Forn this cabin Lyndon's grandfather Sam Ealy Johnson Sr. and Sam's brother, Tom, operated a cat-
tle-driving business in the 1860s and '70s. Years later, the young Lyndon thrilled to Sam's stories of
life as a trail driver. A bronze at the state park shows the adult LBJ in a favorite role, as a speaker.

shaky" water tower, a bank, courthouse,
and the school. The town doctor kept a

second-floor "sanitarium" with a few

beds in a room upstairs. All told, John-

son City and the surrounding area boast-

ed little more than 300 residents.

Such was a frontier town in the Texas
Hill Country in young Lyndon's time,

only four or five generations ago.

ou can begin your visit to the nation-

al park at either the Ranch District or

the Johnson City District, whichever

fits your travel route. Both places have
helpful visitor centers, courteous volun-

teers and staff, free maps, bookshops,
restrooms, and excellent 30-minute

movies introducing you to the park.

"These movies put you in just the
right mood to visit the various places
here," says retired U.S. Army Colonel

Melissa Opio, a visitor to the park. "It's

amazing how President Johnson's per-

sonal manner, and even the sound of his
voice, reflect the spirit of these sur-

roundings." Melissa's husband, Roger,
also a retired Army colonel, agrees.
"You feel right at home with the
President and Mrs. Johnson in these
films. You know, Lady Bird is a great
person in her own right."

Here are your checkpoints at the park
in Johnson City:

The Visitor Center Stop at the main

desk, say hidy to the people there, pocket
some materials, and definitely see the
movie. Then, spend some minutes at the

timeline exhibit, which traces LBJ's life

and career, with many great photos old-
timers will remember. This room also

contains exhibits of LBJ and Lady Bird's
personal effects. After checking out the
bookshop, you're well prepared for...

The Johnson Settlement An easy and
interesting 15- or 20-minute stroll

through meadows takes you to the
dogtrot cabin where old Sam Ealy

Johnson Sr. and his brother, Tom, ran
their trail-driving business and other
operations from the late 1860s to the
early 1870s. The exhibit center here
reveals some of the most realistic and
often downright funny photos and
mementos of cowboy life you'll ever see.
They take you from start to finish of the
cattle drive, from the roundup to

Abilene's streets and loading pens.
"There was never a horse that couldn't

be rode. There was never a cowboy that

couldn't be throwed," reads one vintage
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BOTH PHOTOS BY KEVIN STILLMAN
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Cullen Sauer and Shea Lvimgslun (dUove, left) greet a horse during the LW Rauch koundup, held in
April. Award-winning Western author Elmer Kelton (above, right) of San Angelo spoke at the Roundup
in April 2003.

sign. And another, lamenting a season of

drought and hard times, reads, "I guess

all our land is good for is to just hold the

world together."

Lighthearted days in the scores of pho-

tos here show a cowboy perched on the

back of a chair, getting a so-called haircut

by another cowboy, with a bottle of

whiskey propped on the chair seat, no

doub- shared between the two. Another

shows grubby cowpokes dancing with

each other-"There warn't no girls out

there in brush country, Mama"-to

music by a fiddler and guitar picker.

Your next stop, after a short stroll

toward town, is a jewel of this part of the

park-to many, the jewel of Johnson

family life.

The Boyhood Home The family moved
here from the ranch in 1913. This small

house-built in 1901 with four rooms

and two porches-is about as graceful

and inviting as a home in a Texas country

town can be. The front porch was a

traditional spot for womenfolk to sit and

chat with neighbors walking by. It was

also where Lyndon in 1937 announced

his candidacy for the U.S. Congress,
his first race for public office.

The back porch was where the boys

slept when overnight company came. The

Johnsons had such visitors often. The

girls slept indoors on pallets. In the

kitchen, a monster state-of-the-art wood

stove dominated the room. An icebox

held a 50-pound block of ice delivered

weekly from Austin. Beyond the back

porch, a large barnyard served as space

for a milk cow, chickens, a woodpile,
windmill, large vegetable garden with

flowers, a small peach orchard, a smoke-

house, and a barn.

I sense ghosts at The Boyhood Home,
the same way I sensed Thomas Jefferson's

presence at Monticello. It's good to sharp-

en up your sensitivities here, as in other

olden places in the park. Clearly, Lyndon

learned a lot of lessons about being loved

and disciplined here by his educated

mother and ambitious father, sharing

space and experiences with four siblings

and neighbors, starting his education, and

connecting with the natural environment.

You'll see a bed similar to the one

where he and his brother regularly slept.

r

r
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It's only a three-quarters-size bed, barely

wide enough for the two strapping boys.

Lyndon had grown to six feet or more by

age 13. The boys took turns getting up at

their father's call on winter nights to lay

more wood on the fire. On the bed now

you'll see a couple of books and a base-

ball glove-LBJ was an avid baseball

player.

et's head west now to the Ranch

District, which has completely differ-

ent moods and stories from the park

in Johnson City. It sits on the eastern out-

skirts of the town of Stonewall.

As before, your first checkpoint here is

the Visitor Center, part of the Lyndon B.
Johnson State Park and Historic Site,
which is operated by the Texas Parks and

Wildlife Department. So you've got a

state park at the entrance to the national

park, a nice combination.

Say hidy to the good folks behind the

desk, definitely see this movie-different

from the one in the Johnson City District-

and sign up for the bus tour of the ranch.

There's a fee for the bus tour, and it's a

bargain at the price, as the saying goes.

The driver is a well-informed interpreter

who can answer questions and tell tales

about the places you'll see. They include:

LBJ's Birthplace Lyndon was born
here on August 27, 1908. If you wonder

whether he was a welcome baby, listen to

Rebekah's description of the moment, as

quoted by author Robert Dallek: "It was

daybreak.... Now the light came in from

the east, bringing...a stillness so profound

and so pervasive that it seemed as if the

earth were listening." The parents were

so proud and delighted that for three

months Rebekah couldn't decide on a

name for the baby. He remained long in

their affections, though at times in his

teens he got "right wild and woolly." At

one point, when he rebelled at enrolling

in college, he so deeply disappointed

Rebekah that she 'wouldn't speak to him

or even look at him for weeks. Later on,

after sowing some wild oats, he went to

Southwest Texas State Teachers College,

now Texas State University, in San Mar-

cos. But we're not going there; the good



biographies do. We're dealing with the boy

becoming father to the man. In 1964, the

birthplace was reconstructed to LBJ's speci-

fications, then used as a guesthouse.

Junction School At age four, Lyndon
would take off from the house where he
was born and race through the prairie
grass to this one-room school. He liked to

sit in the teacher's lap while she taught
children of various ages; other times, he
played games with the children at recess.
Fifty-three years later, LBJ returned to
Junction School to sign his landmark Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act.

Grandparents' Home This farmhouse
provided the porches and ambiance for

the boy to thrill to his grandpa's tales of

the cattle trails. You can almost "see" the
two of them, child and old cowboy, rock-
ing in the chairs.

Up the road, you'll find the 1894 rock
building that became the 28-room "Texas
White House" during LBJ's years as pres-
ident. It served as "home" after LBJ left
the nation's capital for the last time.

Nearby, an enclosed carport shelters
several of LBJ's cars, including two big
sedans that were his favorites and a pecu-
liar-looking, small blue convertible. One
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Every AuguJ L 2 /, 1'Prsidetit Johnson's birthday,
Lady Bird Johnson and members of her family
come together to celebrate her husband's life
and achievements.
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day he was showing a new staff member,
special assistant Joseph Califano, around
the ranch, and they got into the little blue
car for a ride. The president's secretary,
Vicky McCammon, made it a threesome.
During the bus tour, visitors hear
Califano, who was sitting in the back
seat, narrate the experience on tape:

"...we drove around [LBJ's ranch
property in the Highland Lakes] in
the small blue car with the top
down. We reached a steep incline at

the edge of Lake LBJ, and the car
started rolling rapidly toward the
water. The president shouted, 'THE
BRAKES DON'T WORK! THE
BRAKES DON'T HOLD! WE'RE
GOING IN! WE'RE GOING
UNDER!'

"The car splashed into the water.
I started to get out. Just then the car
leveled, and I realized we were in an
Amphicar, which runs on both land
and water. The president roared
with laughter. As we putted along
the lake, and throughout that

evening, he teased me. 'Vicky, did

you see what Joe did? He didn't give
a damn about his president. He just
wanted to save his own skin and

get out of the car.' Then he'd roar
with laughter."

The last place you'll visit on the bus
tour is the Johnson Family Cemetery, a
haunting sanctuary of live oaks and head-
stones. One of them is carved "Lyndon
Baines Johnson." On January 22, 1973,
the 36th president of the United States
suffered a massive heart attack and died.

f all the titles, honors, lies, truths,
epithets, and judgments heaped on
Lyndon B. Johnson, the one he might

value most is "last of the frontier presi-
dents." Just the sound of it, that particu-
lar name for a niche in American and
Texas legend, calls up the famous pic-
ture of his wide, bold, Hill Country, eye-

twinkling grin.*

HOWARD PEACOCK wants to acknowledge
the A-plus help of Maureen "Moo" Turner and
a will-o'-the-wisp Haiku poet, D.F.W., in the
preparation of this story.
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THE NATIONAL PARK is made up of two dis-
tricts, one at the ranch near Stonewall and one
in Johnson City. The Johnson City District opens
daily 8:45-5; both districts close Thanksgiving,
Dec. 25, and Jan. 1. Wheelchair accessible.
Scripts of film and audio presentations are avail-
able for the hearing-impaired.

The Ranch District offers a bus tour of 6 widely-
spaced historical sites, ranging from the presi-
dent's birthplace to the Texas White House, where
LBJ died, and the family cemetery. Trained inter-
preters double as bus drivers. Tours leave daily,
10 a.m.-4 p.m., and take about 75 minutes.
Board buses at the Visitor Center at the state
park, 1 mile east of Stonewall. Tickets: $6, $3
ages 7-17 and 62 and older, free age 6 and
younger. Bus tours are free on Aug. 27 (LBJ's
birthday). Private auto tours, permitted from
5 p.m. to sunset, offer exterior views of the Junc-
tion School, the Birthplace, and the Cemetery.

The Boyhood Home in Johnson City has trained
interpreters to describe frontier family life there
and answer questions. They greet visitors and
start tours on the hour and the half-hour, except

To Llano To Marble Falls

16 281
RANCH DISTRICT

Fredericksburg RACNSOC

290 Stonewall CITY
Hye DISTRICT

Pedernales Lyndon B. Johnson 290
LB AINL River State Park and Ta

HISTORICAL Historic Site Austin
PARK 281

Ta
San Antonio :

on the 3 days of the year that the park closes.

Special events for students, teachers, and the
public are presented throughout the year. Call
830/868-7128; www.nps.gov/lyjo; for the state
park, call 830/644-2420; www.tpwd.state.tx.
us/park/lbj.

BOOKS
The Path to Power by Robert Caro (Knopf, 1982);
Lyndon Johnson and the American Dream by
Doris Kearns (Harper & Row, 1976); Lone Star
Rising by Robert Dallek (Oxford Univ. Press,
1991); The Politician-The Life and Times of
Lyndon Johnson: The Drive for Power, from the
Frontier to Master of the Senate by Ronnie
Dugger (Norton, 1982); and The Great Plains by
Walter Prescott Webb (Grosset & Dunlap, 1931).

---- ----------
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OF GIANTS AND KINGS: Bob and Helen Kleberq of King

hat if the handsome heir to a
vast Texas ranching dynasty mar-
ried the attractive, proper, and East-
ern-schooled daughter of a congress-
man after a tornado-like, 17-day court-

ship, and then moved her into a mansion on his almost-million-

acre spread? Writer Edna Ferber thought that scenario made for a

powerful story, which she transformed, with ample literary license,

into the epic novel Giant.

Ferber may as well have called her book The Klebergs, for all the simi-

larities between the characters and real-life King Ranch manager Robert

J. Kleberg Jr. and his wife, Helen Campbell Kleberg. In the early 1950s,

Ferber had arranged an interview with the couple, but she didn't hit it
off with Kleberg, and it wasn't long before he got fed up and escorted her out

of his house. Still, elements of the King Ranch-Kleberg saga ended up in

Ferber's 1952 novel, and in the classic film, starring Elizabeth Taylor and Rock

Hudson, that followed.

When Helen Kleberg Groves, the Klebergs' only child, decided to write a book

about her parents, she had no need to cover their story with the saddle blanket

of fiction. Working with Bill Benson, executive director of the Chisholm Trail

Heritage Center in Duncan, Oklahoma, she has put together Bob and Helen

Kleberg of King Ranch, a volume that amounts to a family scrapbook. Published

by Bright Sky Press of Albany, the coffee-table book features more than 200

never-before-published images of the sprawling ranch where the author grew up

and of the people who ran it and made it work. Accompanying the photographs,

[FACING PAGE] The courtship of Bob and Helen Kleberg, shown here in the 1940s, inspired the iconic

Texas novel and movie Giant. Their real-life partnership greatly expanded the King Ranch legacy.
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Helen Kleberg Groves, Bob and Helen's only child, provides
new insight into the large family whose ranch remains a
Texas icon known worldwide.

many of them taken by Helen and her friend the fashion photographer Toni

Frissell (1907-1988), is text that provides new insight into the large family whose

ranch is a Texas icon known worldwide.

The story of the ranch begins in 1853, when a Yankee steamboat captain

named Richard King bought some land around one of South Texas' rare water

holes, Santa Gertrudis Creek, near present-day Kingsville. On December 10, 1854,

he married Henrietta Chamberlain, a preacher's daughter he had first encoun-

tered when she dressed him down for loud swearing. As their family and extend-

ed family grew, so did their ranch.

In the summer of 1881, King traveled to Corpus Christi for a court case over

a trespassing incident. Thanks to the talented young lawyer representing the

defendant, King lost the lawsuit, but he soon gained an attorney on retainer-

Robert Justus Kleberg, the lawyer who had beat him in court.

Five years later, Kleberg lost his retainer but
To order Bob and Helen Kleberg of Kng
Ranch (Bright Sky Press, 2004, $59.95, won the hand of King's youngest daughter, Alice

plus shipping, handling, and applicable Gertrudis. He had already begun running the
tax), call 866/933-6133, or write to ranch, at Henrietta King's request, after Richard
Bright Sky Press, Box 416, Albany 76430; King's death in 1885.
www.brightskypress.com.

-_ ~---- -' - -- -- '- - -- Like the Kings, the Klebergs had five children,

including Robert Justus Kleberg Jr. In 1936, that son took over operation of the

ranch. A decade before, on Texas Independence Day in 1926, he had married

Helen Campbell, reared and well educated in Washington and Virginia.

Bob Kleberg went on to become the second-most-important figure in the long his-

tory of the ranch, developing the famed Santa Gertrudis breed of cattle, the King

Ranch Quarter Horse, and several hybrid grasses. Helen transformed her husband

into a world-traveling cosmopolitan, and in so doing had a hand in international-

izing their sprawling, 800,0C0-plus-acre ranch. Both of them, as the photographs

in this handsome new book demonstrate, shared a passion for partying, horses,

hunting, and fishing-and Each other.

Helen died in 1963; Bob lived on another 11 years.

The King Ranch that the couple helped to modernize has endured, still the

largest ranch in Texas and one of the biggest in the world.

At the end of her book, Helen Kleberg Groves writes, "Daddy often said, 'This

is God's world, and we are the stewards of it.' Both my parents built their lives

on this belief, a belief that is the legacy of King Ranch." -MIKE COX

Texas historian MIKE COX writes a monthly column for the Austin American-Statesman and a weekly column for

several other Texas newspapers. His article on J. Frank Dobie appeared in the May 2003 issue of Texas Highways.

Steamboat captain Richard

King (shown here ca. 1885)
founded the King Ranch
in 1853, when he bought
15,500 South Texas acres
known as El Desierto de los
Muertos (Desert of the Dead).
Knowing little about cattle,
he recruited vaqueros from
Mexico to help him build what
would become a prosperous
ranch. At his death, he owned
more than 600,000 acres.

Helen and Bob Kleberg having fun

in the early years of their marriage.
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King's youngest daughter, Alice Gertrudis King, married Robert J.
Kleberg, who had begun running the ranch after King's death in
1885. The couple had five children (from left, ca. 1903): Henrietta,
Sarah, Alice, Bob Jr. (in front), and Richard.

This 1930s photo

shows Bob and Helen
Kleberg (center);

Bob's mother, Alice
King Kleberg (left);

and Helen's parents,

Kansas congressman
Philip Campbell and
Helen G. Campbell,
who often visited

the ranch.

T

At left, Helen Kleberg in Saratoga, New York (in the
1940s). Above, author Helen Kleberg Groves ("Helenita"),
Bob and Helen's only child, with her cousin B.K. Johnson
and two companions (ca. 1937).

THE KING RANCH

THE 825,000-ACRE Texas holdings of the King
Ranch lie in six South Texas counties.
The King Ranch Visitor Center is
near Kingsville, 45 miles southwest of
Corpus Christi. From US 77 in Kingsville, go
west on Texas 141 for about 3.5 miles to the
entrance. Admission: Free. The center offers a video
introduction to the ranch's history and arranges
historical, agricultural, nature, and special-interest
tours. For center hours and tour details, call 361/
592-8055, or visit www.king-ranch.com.

The King Ranch Museum is at 405 N. 6th St.,
in Kingsville. Permanent collections include a pho-
tographic essay of life on the ranch in the 1940s
by award-winning photographer Toni Frissell, sad-
dles and guns from around the world, and antique
carriages and vintage cars. For hours and admis-
sion prices, call 361/595-1881, or visit www.king-
ranch.com.

The King Ranch Saddle Shop, at 201 E. Kleberg,
in downtown Kingsville, sells high-end clothing and
leather goods. Housed in the restored 1909 John
B. Ragland Mercantile Building, which is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places, the store employs
third- and fourth-generation Kinenos ("King's men"),
who work in the same manner as their ancestors
have for more than a century. Merchandise is also
sold through a direct-mail catalog and an online
gift store. Write to Box 1594, Kingsville 78364-
1594; 877/282-5777; www.krsaddleshop.com.
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Both Bob and Helen, as the photographs in this handsome
new book demonstrate, shred passion for partying, horses,
and hunting -and each other.

[CLOCKWISE FROM Topj A handsome Ieim of Santa Geitrudis

cattle. Bob with mares, ca. 1941. Helen, with camera ready,

ca. 1940. Bing Crosby, Bob Kleberg, and Bob's brother-in-

law the rancher Tom Armstrong (in poncho) hunting on ti

ranch. Helen cutting Bob's hair at the ranch's Los Amigos

Camp in the 1950s.
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The book features more than 200 never-before-published
images of the sprawling King Ranch and of the people
who ran it and made it work.

> yK
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"Helenita" ir. the

sand at the ranch's
Norias Division, 1942.

4 y

4r ?

Two members of South Texas ranching families:

Etta Larkin Armstrong (left) with Sarita Kenedy
East at the Norias Division, 1945.
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[CLOLKWhm IRUM RIG H] Popino with a lemuda

(herd of horses) at the Santa Gertrudis Division
1943. Noted fashion photographer Toni Frissel
shooting ranch scenes, 1940s. Richard Kleberg
Sr. (left) dines with family and friends at the
Laureles Division.
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Bob Klebeig, Mary Lewis Kleberg, and Helen K. Kleberg.
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THERE'S ONE IDEA THAT
capitalists and socialists, liberals and

conservatives alike can agree upon, it's
that public lands are a great concept:

vast stretches of land, untainted by
development, protected not only for

Americans, but for citizens of the world

who venture to our shores.
Most everyone loves the Miami-like

excitement and chaos of South Padre

Island, but how fortunate also to have

North Padre Island, home to Texas' only
national seashore, which exists in stark,
quiet contrast to its busy neighbor to the
south. Geologically, Padre Island is one
island-divided by the creation of the
Mansfield Channel in 1957-but the
two halves couldn't be more different.
On North Padre, you'll find blissful soli-
tude: The national seashore bears the
spectacular distinction of having the
longest undeveloped stretch of barrier-
island beach in the world (some 130,000

acres stretched along 70 miles). And it's
right here in Texas.

In its brief history, North Padre Island
has been home to wandering tribes of Ka-
rankawa and Malaquite Indians, Span-
ish explorers, a Catholic priest (Padre
Jos6 Nicolds Balli, for whom the island
was named), and various cattle-ranching
operations. It wasn't until 1962 that
Congress earmarked the island for conser-
vation and the shared enjoyment of pres-
ent and future citizens.

Lady Bird Johnson,
known widely for her

love of wildflowers and
other natural treasures,

dedicated the seashore

herself, on April 6,
1968. She said at the
time, "Padre Island pre-
sents one of the last re-
maining opportunities

for this nation to pre-

serve such a length of

beach in its natural state

... to preserve ... a place
where future generations

COURTESY DR. DONNA SHAVER

-4,

7

i~

C
KI -

+TT

of Americans can experience a wild
spaciousness that is their heritage."

The expansiveness of this seashore has
to be experienced firsthand to be fully
comprehended. You could walk the
entire length of the beach, but it would
take a couple of days. You could four-
wheel it, but it would take a few hours to
get all the way to the Mansfield Channel
(30 miles north of the island's southern-
most tip at Boca Chica). Or you can just
stand in one place and fish to your heart's
content, watching a lone heron relish-
ing, like you, its seclusion. Whichever way
you choose, the seashore instills a sense

_ w

Geologically, Padre Island is one island, but while South Padre Island promises high-rise hotels and nightlife, North Padre Island, home to the National
Seashore, offers blissful solitude. Goatfoot morning glories, also known as railroad vine, help stabilize the dunes. Thanks to the effort of dedicated biolo-
gists, endangered Kemp's ridley sea turtles are reestablishing nesting grounds on the island.
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Something about the size
and scope of this beach

AND THE INCOMPARABLE SPIRIT OF SUCH AN ISOLATED PLACE

sinks in as you venture slowly, mile by mile, to the Mansfield Channel.

of peace and wonder that such a large
swath of beach remains largely untouched

and preserved in its raw, natural state.
Pummeled by surf, waves, ocean cur-

rents, wind, swirling sand, rain, and occa-

sional storms and hurricanes, the island is
in a constant state of shape-shifting flux.

Though subtle, the effects are real. The

shoreline squiggles this way and that, the
dunes glide inexorably west, and the
entire island moves slowly closer to the
mainland at the rate of about one inch

per year.

Years of cattle ranching ravaged the
island's sea grasses and other plants, and
it has taken park naturalists years to
bring them back. Now, sea oats, bluestem
grass, goatfoot morning glory, sea
purslane, and beach tea sway in the
breezes, root in, and help to hold the
dunes in place. A short hike along the
Grasslands Nature Trail, a three-quarter-
mile nature loop near the park entrance,

gives you the chance to examine the
plants up close, not to mention butter-
flies, dragonflies, and, in warm months,
wildflowers such as indigo, silverleaf
sunflower, and gaillardia.

Driving is a good way to experience the
vastness of the beach. Entering the park

just east of Corpus Christi, you'll find the
first five miles of beach packed as hard as
pavement, and most cars have no trouble.
Bicyclists will also find the smooth, hard
surface a great-if windy-ride. After the
five-mile mark, however, a car's wheels
may begin to sink several inches into the
soft, wet sand. From this point on, i four-
wheel-drive vehicle is essential.

At first glance, this landscape might

appear monochromatic. But the brilliance
of blue sea and sky offsets the light glint-
ing off the taupe-colored sand, and the
browns and grays of the shore gradu-
ally give way to the greens, yellows, and
purples of grasses and flowers. The

longer you look, the more interesting
it all becomes.

Beach WALKING AND
beachcombing are popular here for

obvious reasons, and the sight of a flock
of pelicans rising into the air, the sun-
light catching their sturdy wings,
captivates the imagination again and
again. Beachcombers can discover all
kinds of shells and treasures along the

way, especially at Little Shell Beach,
about five miles from the Visitors Center,
and farther on, at Big Shell Beach. Three

Spanish galleons-the San Esteban, the
Espiritu Santo, and the Santa Maria de

Yciar-sank off the Padre Island coast in

1554, and lucky beachcombers may still
occasionally happen upon coins from
such wrecks, though it's illegal to re-
move them from the park.

Fishing is serious business along this
shoreline, and some hard-core anglers

A mile or so from the park entrance, a shop called Worldwinds Windsurfing rents windsurfing equipment and kayaks (361/949-7472)-perfect for explor-
ing the Laguna Madre. A sign outside the shop (facing page) speaks to the island's popularity. A brown pelican (above) searches for dinner. In warm months,
gaillardia and other wildflowers bloom on the island.
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Fishing is serious business
along this shoreline, and some hard-core anglers

SPORT 15 TO 20 RODS, MOUNTED ALONG

the front of their rugged pickups,
THE BEDS STACKED WITH BAIT, PROVISIONS, AND OTHER FISHING GEAR.
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sport 15 to 20 rods, mounted along the

front of their rugged pickups, the beds

stacked with bait, provisions, and other

fishing gear. Fishing seems to be the pre-

dominant activity along the far reaches of

the beach, with redfish, speckled sea

trout, black drum, and whiting the prize

for those who wait.

Sea turtles are another story. All the sea

turtles that swim in the Gulf of Mexico are

threatened or endangered species, and none

is more imperiled than the Kemp's ridley

sea turtle. Though their primary home turf

is considered to be a 16-mile stretch of

beach in Tamaulipas, Mexico, the govern-

ments of the United States, Mexico, and

Texas have joined forces to help the turtles re-

establish nesting grounds on Padre Island.

Like other sea turtles, Kemp's ridley tur-

tles are famous for returning to the beach of

their birth to lay eggs as adults, so for more

than a decade-from 1978 to 1988-

marine biologists collected eggs from

Mexico, hatched them in Padre Island

sand, and allowed the baby turtles to
imprint on the beaches of the national

seashore. After tagging them, biologists
released the year-old turtles into the Gulf.

Since then, 13 sea turtles released during

that period have been documented coming

back to lay eggs in the Padre Island sands.
But marine biologists feel confident many

more, undocumented, have returned.
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"We don't see the mother turtles half

the time, although in some cases, the pub-
lic does," says Dr. Donna Shaver, chief of

the National Seashore's division of sea

turtle science and recovery.

When biologists discover sea turtles or
their nests, they examine the turtles for

tags, remove the eggs for incubation,
attach satellite transmitters to some of the

adults, and then release them back at the
nest site. Dr. Shaver asks all visitors to
report any sea turtle sightings immediate-

ly, especially any nesting activity, to help

biologists in their studies of these endan-

gered reptiles. (For more details, see

Essentials.)
"Kemp's ridleys are increasing in num-

bers. They're still an endangered species,
though, and they're still vastly depleted
compared to their former numbers, but
we are finding more nests," says Donna.
"We're very pleased. Even 10 years ago,
we would have been lucky to find one
nest during a nesting season."

Birdwatchers also will find much to
delight them in this park, as it lies along
the Central Flyway, the bird migration
route that links the Arctic and South
America. Padre Island National Seashore,
part of the Mustang Island Loop of the
Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail, is a
year-round home to laughing gulls, terns,
brown pelicans, and great blue herons.
Peregrine falcons use the seashore as a
stopover point in the fall, and several
kinds of hawks call it home during the
winter. Turn off onto Bird Basin Road
(2.6 miles north of the Visitors Center)
for potential sightings of marsh dwel-

PHOTOS ON BOTH PAGES BY MICHAEL A MOPHY

es~eti~s PDRF SI ND ATIN~l FA H P-

PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL
SEASHORE is about a 30-
minute drive east of Corpus Corpus

Christi via the John F Kennedy Christi

Causeway. It is also accessible
by taking the short, free ferry
ride (cars allowed) from Aransas N.
Pass to Port Aransas, and then Gulf

making the 40-minute drive tacosay
south from Port Aransas. For
information about accommo-
dations, attractions, or dining
in the Corpus Christi area,
call 800/766-2322; www. Port Mansf

corpuschristi-tx-cvb.org. For m elil
the same in Port Aransas,
call 800/45-COAST; www.portaransas.org.

Padre Island National Seashore opens daily ex-
cept during severe Gulf storms. Entry fee: $10
per vehicle, good for 7 days. The Malaquite
Visitors Center (open 8:30-4:30 daily, until 6
during the summer; closed Dec. 25) is on the
main road (Park Rd. 22), a few miles from the
entrance. The center has educational exhibits,
tide charts, and a bookstore. Ranger-guided ac-
tivities depart from the Visitors Center daily, year
round. An adjoining pavilion has picnic tables,
restrooms, and showers for visiting campers.

You'll find a variety of camping options, ranging
from free primitive camping on the beach to
a campground (no hookups) for $8 per night.
A spot called Bird Island Basin has a boat
ramp and prime areas for birdwatching; it's
also a spectacular location for windsurfing. For
park information, call 361/949-8068; www.
nps.gov/pais. A recording with information about
tides, weather, and beach conditions is available
24 hours at 361/949-8175.
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lers such as roseate spoonbills, great
egrets, ibis, and sandhill cranes.

WELL WORTH THE TIME
to drive to the National Seashore's

southernmost end. Something about the
size and scope of this beach and the
incomparable spirit of such an isolated
place sinks in as you venture slowly,
mile by mile, to the Mansfield Channel,
also known as the Mansfield Cut. The
beachcombers thin out, the fishermen
become fewer and farther between, until

Iwo sandwich terns tussle over a fresh catch. you see just a few fellow humans and

ArriSaB GOING OFF ROAD
Vo a! * rat The park offers tips for those

hristi Bay; .
3ustang planning to go off road on

n the beach. The first 5 miles
Park can be navigated by two-
Headquarters wheel-drive vehicles, but be-

Malaquite BeachVisitor Center yond that, only four-wheel-

PADRE ISLAND drive vehicles can make the
NATIONALChc

SEASHORE trip. Check the tide charts in
the Visitors Center to avoid

GuP of Mexico
high tide. It's a good idea to

Manel drive in the tracks of the ve-
PADRE hicles that have preceded
t SLAND

NATIONAL you. Keep moving in deep
E SHORE

y a sand; if you stop, your tires
may begin to sink. Driving in the dunes and
grasslands is not only unstable, but illegal.
Avoid driving over trash, wood (which often
has protruding nails), or any other debris.
Rangers suggest carrying a jack, spare tire,
shovel, bucket, rags, cell phone, and plenty of
food and water. If you are driving to the Mans-
field Channel, allow 6 hours for the round trip.

SEA TURTLE SIGHTINGS
The National Park Service conducts hatchling
releases open to the public each summer from
late May to Aug. Last year, 2,300 people at-
tended 14 releases. For details on dates and
times, call the release hotline, 361/949-7163.
If you come upon sea turtles or a turtle nest,
do not touch them or approach them. Photo-
graph or videotape the turtle if possible. Look
for identifying marks or tags on the turtle, and
make note of them. Put a marker in the sand
about one foot to the side of the turtle nest,
and immediately report the sighting to a patrol-
ling biologist or a park ranger, or call the sea
turtle biologist (361/949-8173, ext. 226).

a few tents flapping in the breeze. A
walk along the narrow shoreline reveals
a sweeping view of the channel and the
rugged outline of South Padre Island, less
than 100 yards away. Purple sargassum
seaweed drying on the sand and hun-
dreds of beached jellyfish are your only
companions on this peaceful stretch.
It feels like you've arrived at the end of
the world, like you've reached the ulti-
mate escape from civilization as we

know it.*

SUSAN KIRR is a writer and filmmaker living
in Austin. She was startled by the vast beauty of
Padre Island National Seashore.
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The Rio Grande Valley city of Weslaco

launched the first festival in North America de-

voted to these captivating winged creatures
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OU'VE ADDED EVERY BIRD
species known to North Amer-
ica to your "life list" and iden-
tified every butterfly that flut-

ters through Texas. Now what? Time
to move on to the next winged wonder,
of course.

Dragonfly-watching has become in-
creasingly popular in recent years, with
books, Web sites, tours, and seminars de-
voted to these colorful and fascinating

creatures. A few years ago, the Rio Grande
Valley city of Weslaco, seizing on this new
interest, launched Dragonfly Days, a

three-day conference that attracts both pro-

fessional and amateur dragonfly-watchers.

"We're the first festival devoted to drag-

onflies in North America," says Martin
Hagne, executive director of the six-acre
Valley Nature Center, which hosts the event

each year (May 20-22 this year). Dragon-
fly Days combines talks by dragonfly ex-
perts with field trips to spot these ancient
odonates (Odonata is the scientific order
name for dragonflies and their smaller, less
colorful cousins, known as damselflies).

Dave Hanson, a retiree living in Mis-
sion, says dragonfly-watching is a natural
extension of the birdwatching and butter-

fly-watching he had previously enjoyed.
"Oftentimes, birders who already have

binocular skills suddenly discover butter-

flies, and they go gung-ho for butterflies,"
Dave says. "Along the way, they also dis-
cover dragonflies and damselflies, and
then it's just a matter of going out and

buying a field guide."
The first thing many people notice

about dragonflies is their flying skills.
Their two sets of wings flap alternately,
the front pair rising as the rear pair falls,
enabling the insects to move at speeds up
to 30 mph. Widely considered the animal
kingdom's most adept flyers, they can
hover like helicopters or dart in any direc-
tion without a moment's hesitation, mak-

ing even the most skillful pilot turn green
with envy.
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Pragonfly Details
Dragonflies breed near water and lay their
eggs either on the water itself or on aquat-
ic plants.

Dragonflies flying in tandem are, as you
might suspect, mating.

When at rest, dragonflies hold their wings
outstretched, while damselflies hold theirs at
a 45-degree angle (folded over their backs).

They have huge compound eyes, with
30,000 to 40,000 facets.

In the age of the dinosaurs, dragonflies
were as big as hawks, with wingspans as
wide as 30 inches.

Dragonfly larvae sport internal, rectal gills.
To breathe, they pull water through the
anus and over the rectal gills to extract
oxygen, and then force the water back out,
an action that propels them across the
surface of the water.

Dragonflies need

sunshine and
warmth, which

is why they're

never seen on
cold or cloudy
days. They warm

themselves by
basking in the
sunlight at right

angles to the sun

lne Halloween Pennant
often perches with all four
wings spread wide.

to get the most out of

the sun's rays. While perched, they also
shiver their flight muscles to create heat.

Their abdomens measure the length of a
wing or longer, are flexible, and are divided

into 10 segments.

* The average life span of an adult dragonfly

is several weeks to several months. (The
larval stage can last several weeks to
several years.)

Dragonflies come in_ shades of green,
turquoise, lavender, persimmon, and

gold, to name a few. Look long enough,
and you're sure to find your favorite

color. Other prominent features include

long, thin bodies, large heads, and com-

pound eyes that give them excellent

vision.

Despite this event's educational bent,
Dragonfly Days attracts everyday peo-

ple. You don't have to have prior know-

ledge of odonates to attend. In fact,
the introductory seminar is called

"Dragonflies 101."

Preregistration is required for the semi-

nars, banquet, and fielc trips (the latter

will take participants to sites through-

out the Rio Grande Valley). At this year's

banquet, the keynote speaker, Dennis

Paulson, a former direc-or of the Slater

Museum of Natural History at the

University of Puget Sound, will discuss
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"Dragonflies Around the World" and

show photos of a wide variety of the

5,500 species of odonates he has encoun-

tered during his research and travels.

John Abbott, an entomologist at the

University of Texas at Austin, who spoke

at last year's Dragonfly Days, says Texas

is an ideal place for dragonfly- and dam-

selfly-watching. The state has more

species of odonates-213-than any

other state, accounting for almost half of

the 440 species identified in the United

States and Canada.

John says the best places to view

odonates in Texas are the Sam Houston
National Forest in East Texas, the Devils
River area near Del Rio, the Coastal
Bend, and the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
In the Lower Rio Grande Valley, you can
spot varieties not found in other parts of

the country.

John has been seriously studying

odonates for more than a decade. Their
predatory nature, agility in the air, and

vivid coloring number among the reasons
he finds them so interesting. He says they
hatch from eggs into larvae called
nymphs, a stage that lasts a few months
before they emerge as adults.

Dragonflies feed on other insects, espe-
cially mosquitoes. When searching for

Some dragonflies, like this Wandering Glider,
hang from their perches, while others sit on top.

essentials DRAGONFLY DAYS

THE 6TH ANNUAL Dragonfly Days, spon-
sored by the Valley Nature Center, takes
place May 20-22, 2005, in the Rio Grande
Valley city of Weslaco. The Nature Center

Ms
is one block south of Business US 83 on
Border St.

This year's event features an introduction
to dragonflies and damselflies, field trips
to area wetlands to view them, and a ban- BF

quet on Sat. night with keynote speaker
Dennis Paulson.

Other presentations will include one by Forrest
Mitchell, a research entomologist at Texas A&M
Research and Extension Center in Stephenville.
Mitchell will give a general discussion of the
equipment and software needed to scan photos
of odonates and will discuss dragonflies from
mating through the larval stage. James Lasswell,
program director for field research in the En-
tomology Dept. of the Texas Agriculture Experi-
ment Station at Texas A&M Univ. in Stephen-
ville, will speak on U.S., European, and Asian
dragonfly folklore.

Workshop fees: $5-$25 ($60 to register for
every event). Preregistration is required for all
seminars, field trips, and the Sat. banquet. For
a schedule of events, call the Valley Nature Cen-
ter, 956/969-2475; www.valleynaturecenter.org.

A prelude to the event will be held at the Center
May 13-14, with a Kids Day 8:30-2 on Fri., May

food, they perch in trees and bushes and
on man-made objects, their keen eyes
scanning the horizon for prey. Spotting
their victims, they rush forward, snare
them in their jaws, and munch on them as
they return to their perch. Butterflies, tad-
poles, spiders, and even small fish also
contribute to their diets.

Those who study them, whether pro-
fessionally or just for fun, can tell the
difference between a Blue-faced Darner
and a Checkered Setwing. Other species
common in Texas include the Great

Pondhawk and the Thornbush Dasher.
For help in identifying them, many

people turn to what is considered the
best text on odonates, Dragonflies
through Binoculars: A Field Guide to

Dragonflies of North America, by Sid-
ney W. Dunkle, a professor of biology
at Collin County Community College
in Plano. Dr. Dunkle is scheduled

Port
To Kingsville Mansfield ,. '5%.

E. C 4 Raymondville \'

ionMcAllen Edinburg RIO GRANDE
eus "' '9iq VALLEY

/~Ph amo~~ er~, I Harlingen th83 Phrr 3

836 0-Tidg WSan Benito ( Id
83 ,Hidalgo WESLACO e Los Fres4011

nGV Santa Ana oGssds Bro sta Park NWR MEXIC )

13 (for local students). A Family Day on Sat.,
May 14, will include a 10 a.m. talk and Power-
Point presentation on odonates, followed by a
Dragonfly Days Walk and a kids' craft activity.

Any time of year, you can stroll the trails sur-
rounding the Center and take in the native plants
and animals. (The Lower Rio Grande Valley is one
of the nation's top birding and butterfly-watching
destinations.) The Center also has an exhibit
hall, a conference room, and a gift store.

For information on lodging and dining in Wes-
laco, call the Weslaco Area Chamber of Com-
merce, 956/968-2102 or 888/968-2102;
www.weslaco.com.

The Texas Butterfly Festival in Mission (held in
Oct.; 800/580-2700) and Kingsville's South
Texas Wildlife and Birding Festival (held in
Nov.; 800/333-5032) also include field trips
and talks on dragonflies.

to speak at this year's Dragonfly Days.
His book resulted from his fascination

with dragonflies, which began three
decades ago. "I thought, 'Boy, we really
need a field guide for this,' so I worked on
it for 30 years before getting it pub-
lished," says Dr. Dunkle.

Many Dragonfly Days attendees will
no doubt be armed with copies of
Dunkle's book. Although a field guide
isn't absolutely necessary, you'll want to
bring along close-focusing binoculars, an
adventurous nature, and the willingness
to learn about one of Mother Nature's
more interesting creatures.*

SCOTT WILLIAMS of Corpus Christi is cover-
ing his home city's Texas State Aquarium for
the August issue of TH.

Wildlife photographer GREG LASLEY of
Austin continues to branch out with his photog-
raphy. "Dragonflies and damselflies have been
favorite subjects in recent years," he says.
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by legends of gold and silver, whether the bounty of ban-

U dits who robbed a payroll wagon or bars of silver mined
by Spaniards, treasure-seeking adventurers since the

Spanish Colonial era have combed the grottoes and gorges of Nueces Canyon, on the

western fringe of the Hill Country. Tales of treasure for the taking still linger, draw-

ing an occasional modern-day soldier of fortune into the rugged terrain, but no one

has yet recovered gold or silver. But I discovered, during a six-month sojourn near

Camp Wood, a different kind of treasure: vast, unspoiled spaces of astonishing,
mountainous beauty, upstaged only by the river that flows through it.

Come to where the canyon wren's gleeful glissandos cheer the most world-weary

soul. Where countless springs that once quenched the thirst of Lipan Apaches still

flow, supplying water to canyon residents. Where limestone hillsides wear evergreen

foliage in sundry verdant shades, and the crystal current of the Nueces River mean-

ders through mile after mile of stunning vistas.

[ABoVE] South of Camp Wood, local boys (left to right) Colt New and brothers John and Richie Maner
negotiate Nueces River shallows at Big Oak River Camp.

[PAGES 50-511 The river that defines Nueces Canyon flows past Wes Cooksey Park and a lush bank of
sunflowers. A vermilion flycatcher (inset) appears ruffled after a bath.
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In the shadow of "Coloradoesque"

hills and within a stone's throw of

sparkling, spring-fed waters lie some of
the Canyon's brightest gems: idyllic get-

aways where the tense and the tired find
rest and relaxation. Come to the Canyon,
and let its serenity and scenery restore
what the daily grind has stolen.

Sprawled across 50 acres along the

Nueces River, Big Oak River Camp
boasts 16 brand-new log cabins,

with red metal roofs, grouped across a
mesquite-dotted meadow. Each cabin fea-

tures a porch complete with swing, fully-

equipped kitchen, barbecue grill, and pic-
nic table. Tent camping sites are scattered

throughout a thick oak motte that bor-

ders the river. Bird song and the gurgling
of shallow rapids tumbling over rocks

provide a soothing background for
snoozing or daydreaming in one of the
large wooden gliders at each end of the

camp. For the more energetic, there's fish-
ing, swimming, tubing, kayaking, canoe-

ing, volleyball, and basketball, not to

mention a children's playground. Last

summer, Big Oak garnered some unex-

pected publicity when word leaked to a

tabloid that Matthew McConaughey

(born in nearby Uvalde) and Penelope
Cruz had spent a weekend there.

Celebrities may not appear on Wes

Cooksey Park's guest list, but faithful fans
show up in abundance. The park, a few
miles south of Camp Wood, borders a

curve of Lake Nueces that culminates in

the wondrous sight of the mighty Nueces

River cascading over a 522-foot-wide
dam. A rock-rimmed koi pond with a
footbridge and beds of lavender Mexican

petunias, tangerine- and lemon-colored

canna lilies, and umbrella plants accent
the oak-shaded, manicured grounds.

Though the scenery's spectacular and the

fishing's good, most "Cookseyites" praise

the park's laid-back feel. Robert "Runt"

Pringle, from Lamesa, who's been coming

to Cooksey for 18 years, puts it this way:

"When I drive in the gate, I guarantee

you my blood pressure goes down 10

points." Camp camaraderie and the affa-
ble park managers, Charlie and Bobbie

Neuman, enhance the park's appeal.



FROM CANOEING to communing with nature, the Nueces

Canyon area offers idyllic getaways where the tense and the

tired find rest and relaxation.

Along with canoeing, kayaking, swimming, snorkeling, and fishing, Big Oak River Camp offers RV and
tent sites, 16 new log cabins, including this one, and plenty of "getting away from it all.,

"When you meet the Neumans," says
Dean Voan, from Shepherd, "you feel like
you've known them forever." Charlie
often fires up the barbecue pit, and a pot-
luck supper ensues. "My wife's contribu-
tion," brags Dean, "is usually a coconut
pie or bread pudding."

Nine miles east of Camp Wood, gour-
met dinners crowned with delectable

desserts delight Pamela Haines' guests at
her Moonfire Ranch. The luxurious cedar
lodge with a 112-foot-long deck rises
from a ridge overlooking Goat Mountain
(named for the animals that travel its
trails). Gazing at the mountain proves mes-
merizing, sometimes bringing on what
Pamela calls "Goat Mountain paralysis."
Below the deck, an oasis of bird sanctuar-
ies, butterfly gardens, picnic areas, and a
hot tub overlook a spring-fed swim-
ming hole. You can while away hours
savoring the view and the fresh air, or you
can climb a mountain, hike picturesque
trails, toss a line in the fishing hole, or
take a dip in the clear, rock-lined creek.

In the guest rooms, hand-crafted, Tex-
as-style cedar and mesquite furniture look
right at home on the pine floors. Fire-

places with marble hearths accented with
black onyx tiles add a cozy ambiance.
Original art and Western artifacts adorn
the walls. Talavera lavatories and acces-
sories from Acuna, Mexico, contribute

vibrant color. (Ask Pamela to show you
the bunk-room bath, where galvanized
buckets set in cypress countertops serve as
lavatories, and shower curtains hang
from hooks fashioned from barbed wire.)

Tom and Judy Taylor's Lost Canyon can
be found "...four miles down a country
road, 53 miles from the nearest stoplight,
108 miles from the nearest shopping
mall.... " The 210-acre retreat east of
Barksdale overlooks Dry Creek, one of
the headwater streams of the Nueces
River. Dry Creek seems a misnomer, since
its waters always flow, but legend says it
earned the name by being the only creek
without a still during Prohibition. When
the Taylors bought the former children's
camp 10 years ago, Judy remodeled the
six cabins, each of which has its own
decor and personality. For example, one
cabin, the trilevel Lago Vista, cantilevers
over the water. Another, built in the trees,
"feels like a treehouse," says Patsy Sasek,

an artist and longtime friend of the

Taylors who will be helping with a water-

color class here this month. Groups can

rent the entire place for retreats, but indi-

viduals are just as welcome. "It's a peace-
ful and inspiring place," Patsy adds.

The Taylors hold themed events, such
as "Birding by Kayak," that sell out fast

(see Essentials for upcoming events).
Wildlife is abundant at Lost Canyon.
"On one visit," recalls Diane Anest, a
hospice nurse from San Antonio, "I
watched wild turkeys settle into the trees
across the river every evening as the sun
went down."

En route to or from your chosen get-
away, spend some time in Camp Wood, a
frontier-flavored town nestled in a broad
valley encircled by mountains. Quaint

shops along Nueces Street (Texas 55)
showcase surprising wares, like vintage
linens at Suzie Q's and Mexican 9.25 sil-

ver jewelry at Silver Creations & Gifts.
Sometime this summer, Canyon Gallery
will open, featuring "River Dance," the
unusual underwater Nueces River pho-
tography of Kathryn Neff.

Mohair fashions-jackets, shawls,
coats, vests, dresses-in a kaleidoscope
of colors crowd the racks in Dolores'
Unique Designs. Dolores Vernor began

In the butterfly garden at Moonfire Ranch, guests
may spot Gulf Fritillaries, which, despite their
name, range far inland and over much of Texas'
southern half.
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;pend some time in the frontier-flavored, mountain-

ncircled town of Camp Wood.

and Marilyn Stoner's

Clear Creek Outfitters,
situated in an old build-

ing that was once the

office and pharmacy of

a local physician named

Heads. But the Stoners'

real passion is the river.

When you're ready for

a Nueces River kayak-

ing adventure, see them.

They'll rent you a ka-

yak, recommend routes

ranging from two to

five hours, and share

the river's secrets.

One Nueces Canyon-

made secret you won't

find in a shop is the

scrumptious confection-

eries of Bear Creek

Fudge and Chocolates,
which are stirred up by

ranch owners Fran and

Phil Williams in a time-
worn rock cabin on a

remote ranch south of

dies are available via the

guests who lodge at the

Ranch.

sing goodies abound at

afes along Nueces Street.

for bakeries," don't miss

-the-oven pastries at The

. Casa Falcon, the town's

ndmark

a week-

buffet

ecialties,
ng with

eakfast

ade cin-

d dough-

ar-pickin'
the reg-

held by
art organi-

nuts that "everybody loves," according

to Mary Falcon Buckner. Mary, number

11 of the Falcons' 12 children, has been

dispensing coffee and sunny smiles since

the restaurant opened 22 years ago. Tra-

ditional Tex-Mex fare also fills the bill at

Manuel's Tacos and Tony's Tacos (fans of

barbacoa can find it at Tony's on Sunday

mornings). At B.J.'s Cafe & Sweet Shop

across the street, home-style cooking

and decadent desserts are always on the

menu. Or, pick up picnic fixings at the

Get-N-Go, and lunch under the pecan

trees at Lindbergh Park, named for the

famous pilot. A young Charles Lind-

bergh, waiting to report at Brooks Field

in San Antonio, spent several days in

Camp Wood in 1924 after crashing his

JN4C Canuck into the paint section of

Walter Pruett's hardware store. (Lind-

bergh had better luck on his renowned

transatlantic solo flight three years later.)

A 100-year-old former railroad station

is now home to a museum and AHMA-

TA, the Canyon's Art, History, Music,
And Theater Association. AHMATA's

ventures include a writers' group, theater

productions, jam sessions, and an annual

Cowboy Symposium each October. On

June 4 this year, a rummage sale will kick

off AHMATA's annual fund-raiser, fol-

lowed by an auction, a jam session, and a

Ranch Rodeo, where genuine working

cowboys demonstrate their skills and

team up for some comical capers, like

Y 4

54 TEXAS HIGHWAYS May 2005



essentials NUECES CANYON/CAMP WOOD

A fairly patient pouch awaits an owner's return
at B.J.s Cafe and Sweet Shop, where home-style
cooking and decadent desserts lure locals and
visitors alike.

dressing a goat and milking a wild cow.
Past auction items have ranged from lodg-
ing packages to hand-tooled saddles and
water-well witching (also called dowsing).
The jam session showcases local talent like
Camp Wood music legend Harley Davis,
who plays lead guitar, performs a rous-
ing rendition of "Pretty Woman," and has
written hundreds of songs.Nueces Canyon is filled with

"good folk," both old-timers
like Harley and, increasingly,

newcomers who responded to the music
of the river and the call of the canyon.
Bert Hendricks from Connecticut intend-
ed to become a permanent RVer upon
retirement. In January 2003, he came to
the canyon and checked in at Cooksey
Park with plans to stay one week. He's
still there. "I thought I'd move around a
lot," reflects Bert, "but when I came here,
I didn't want to leave."

And so I leave you with an invitation
and a warning: Come to the Canyon, but
be aware that its treasures are beguiling. *

MAXINE MAYES and LARRY DITTO also
teamed up for February's story on Rio Grande
Valley birding B&Bs. Maxine will be singing at
Camp Wood's June 4 AHMATA Day jam session.

NUECES CANYON covers
portions of Real, Edwards,
and Uvalde counties along
Texas 55 and Ranch Road
335 on the western fringe of
the Hill Country. Camp Wood
(pop. 822), in Real County,
is on the Nueces River at the
junction of Texas 55 and RR
337, about 110 miles west-
northwest of San Antonio.
Write to the Nueces Canyon
Chamber of Commerce (all-
volunteer staff), Box 369,
Camp Wood 78833; 830/

To I-li

377

Rocksprings

33

5,2

Barksdale

West
j Nueces

River

To Bran toille

597-6241; www.mycampwood.com. Camp Wood's
zip code is 78833. The area code is 830.

LODGING
Big Oak River Camp, Box 940, Camp Wood;
597-5280; www.bigoakrivercamp.com. Cabin
rates for 4 people: $110 per night peak sea-
son (May 15-Sep. 14); $75 per night regular
season (Sep. 15-May 14). RV rates (2 people):
$30 per night peak season; $26 per night
regular season.

Wes Cooksey Park, Box 985, Camp Wood;
597-3223; email: wescooksey@swtexas.net.
On west side of Texas 55, 31/2 miles south of
Camp Wood. RV rates: $16 per day, $96 per
week, 2 people; $5 per-day per-person charge
for additional persons. Tent camping: $5 per
person (minimum of $10 per site). Day-use
rate (8 a.m.-9 p.m.): $3 per person.

Moonfire Ranch, Box 671, Camp Wood; 597-
4393. Nine miles east of Camp Wood off RR
337. Rate: $175 per night, all meals included.

Lost Canyon, Box 249, Barksdale 78828; 234-
3250 or 210/967-9891; www.lostcanyon.org.
Four miles east of Barksdale on County Rd.
381. Cabins have fully-equipped kitchens.
Rates: $85-$120 per night, full service; $75-
$100 per night, self-service (you provide linens
and clean cabin before leaving). Groups (maxi-
mum 25) can reserve the whole camp. Upcom-
ing events: May 6-8, "River Ecology by Kayak";
May 20-22, "Painting the River Region" (water-
color with Karen McCauley); June 3-5, "Birds and
Butterflies of the Texas Hill Country" with noted
author Ro Wauer. Call for details and prices.

More getaways: H.P. Williams Ranch Cabins
(597-4163; www.hpwilliamsranch.com). RV and
camping sites (with other facilities to follow soon)
at the new Shoepeg Ranch & River Resort at
Lake Nueces (597-6300; www.shoepegresort.

0& Junction

41® '
com). Toward Uvalde, Park

CANYON Chalk Bluff (278-5515; www.
AREA

chalkbluff.com).

River 83
336

Frio
River

337 ~337

Leakey
CAMP WOOD

To Utopia

Garner
ontell State Park

T! Uvld To
Sobinal

83 '127 ,~.

yTo Uvalde

erfront lodging.

Try these for a delightful in-
town stay:

Now & Then Cottages, 308
N. Frio St.; 597-6195; www.
nowandthencottage.com.
Rates: $70 per night double
occupancy, $10 each ad-
ditional guest.

Mill Wheel on the Nueces,
Box 279; 597-4411; www.
campwoodlodging.com. Riv-

Rates per night: The Cottage
(sleeps 6), $120; The River House (sleeps 9),
$175; The Lodge (sleeps 12), $169.

SHOPPING
Clear Creek Outfitters, 597-6400; www.kayak
thenueces.com. Dolores' Unique Designs, 597-
4152; www.campwood.com. Silver Creations
& Gifts, 597-5511. Suzie Q's, 597-2310. Bear
Creek Fudge and Chocolates (no storefront;
order via Web site), 597-4163; www.bearcreek
fudge.com. Canyon Gallery (opening this sum-
mer), 597-6387.

Local rancher S,, I lei) and Kenny Terry,
owner of Manuel's Tacos, jaw about the latest
news on a downtown bench.

DINING
The Coffee Station, 597-4212; Casa Falcon,
597-5111; Manuel's Tacos, 597-4300; Tony's
Tacos, 597-5190; BJ's Cafe & Sweet Shop,
597-6402. The Get-N-Go, for picnic supplies,
is at 103 E. Fourth St.; 597-3156.

OTHER SITES

Camp Wood's AHMATA (Art, History, Music,
and Theater Association) is at 212 N. Leon
Klink Ave. at 6th St. For AHMATA Day informa-
tion, call Peggy Taylor, 234-3322, or Sonja
Klein, 234-3156. The Camp Wood Library is
at 117 Nueces St. (Texas 55).

May 2005 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 55



VICTORIAN

- Bx L

PHO

DIVERSIONS IN

ANA ROBINSON

TOGRAPHS BY JIM CROW

A -

/fJj
'AL,' '1~

~$ w""'

:-r--r

TOREFRONTS AND VINTAGE BUILDINGS HUGGING TEXAS 6 IN CALVERT

are much like those in other rural communities across the state. But

wander east, across the railroad tracks, into Calvert's old neighbor-

hoods, and you find vestiges that tell a story of an earlier prosperity.

The first time I probed the town's inner recesses, I felt as if I had

entered a time warp. I suddenly found myself in surroundings reminiscent of the Deep

South, amidst Greek Revival mansions, magnolia trees, and azaleas (envision Ben

Quick and Clara Varner sipping mint juleps on one of the verandas, and it could be a

scene right out of The Long, Hot Summer). Other lanes lined with tree-canopied

Victorian homes sported fresh coats of paint or were in the middle of restoration.

Main Street (Texas 6) through downtown Calvert is a trip back in time. Across the railroad tracks, a
neighborhood full of Victorian and other historic architectural treasures awaits your discovery.

I encountered wraparound galleries,
turned columns, and gingerbread galore

-wonderful jigsaw-cut details and East-

lake ornament. Fascinated by these mar-

velous old homes, I eagerly delved into

Calvert's past. Here is what I learned....

Early Calvert (originally called "Ster-

ling," a part of Sterling C. Robertson's

colony of the 1820s) was abuzz with ox-

carts, cotton wagons, stores, saloons, and

gambling halls. In 1850, Robert Calvert,
for whom the community was named, es-

tablished a plantation west of the town site.

By the 1870s, as a rail center, home to the

world's largest cotton gin, and a brief run
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MIDWAY BETWEEN WACO and College Station,
Calvert has numerous inns that give visitors a

sense of the genteel life and serve as a base for

shopping adventures along Main Street.

covered the glorious collection of homes
when they ventured off Calvert's main drag
a decade ago. "We lived in Bryan at the time
and had been here many times, but never

beyond the Main Street shops," recalls
Sandy. "It's amazing, like Alice in Wonder-
land. You walk through the keyhole, and
here are all these Victorian homes."

On a subsequent excursion, Sandy and
Sugar spotted a neglected home on Pin
Oak Street, which they bought and paint-
ed "Florida pink" (now the Calvert Rose
B&B, a gingerbread-trimmed beauty with

as the Robertson County seat, this small

Texas town was prospering and growing.

Calvert's cultural elite frequented the
Palace Opera House (which doubled as a
synagogue for local Jewish congregants)
and organized men's clubs and ladies' aux-
iliaries. French immigrants and brothers
Bertrand and Jacques Adoue, the town's

first bankers, built the state's first power

and ice plant-Calvert Ice, Water, and
Electric Company-here, which served
as a warehouse for St. Louis beer baron
Adolph Busch's brew. Calvert's diverse
immigrant population included two doz-

en Chinese families brought in from Asia

Walter and Jenny Qualls, who own the stylish Pin Oak B&B, greet guests outside Calvert's renovated
historic foundry (now used for special events) during last May's Quilt Show. The Pin Oak overlooks the
Karen Renee Wiese Memorial Pavilion-originally constructed in 1895-the centerpiece of Calvert's
Virginia Field Park, which dates to 1868.
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in 1874 to help in the cotton fields. Near
the close of the 19th Century, Calvert had
more than 10,000 inhabitants and was the
state's fourth-largest city. During this
booming era, wealthy businessmen and
Brazos Valley plantation owners built gran-
diose homes, and the bustling town soon
acquired the appellation "Victorian Texas."

T ODAY, Calvert boasts 59 homes that
are more than 100 years old. The

regal residences seem fitting for the com-
munity, since Robert Calvert claimed de-
scent from Lord Baltimore (Sir George
Calvert, founder of Maryland). During the
Spring Pilgrimage, each first weekend in
May (May 7-8, 2005), the Calvert His-
torical Foundation shows off some of
the Victorian gems by offering tours and
related festivities. (Similarly, mansions
decked out in holiday finery open during
the local Chamber of Commerce's annual
Christmas tour in early December.)

Sandy and Frank "Sugar" Hudson dis-



The postcard-perfect Parish House B&B captures Calvert's grand past (and present).

a picket fence, owned and operated by

Debbie and Rick Hindman).
"When Sugar and I started talking

about opening a bed and breakfast our-

selves, he said we might as well buy the

biggest house in town," says Sandy, "so

we did. We turned it into the Calvert Inn

and opened it six years ago."
The Calvert Inn occupies a prominent

position on Texas Avenue and is one of

30 architectural treasures in Calvert's na-

tionally recognized historic district. Com-

pleted in 1906, the mansion once be-
longed to the Pete C. Gibson family, whose

Robertson County empire boasted the

world's largest cotton gin until fire de-

stroyed it in 1965. Built entirely of cypress,
this distinguished Texas landmark added

a thousand square feet of double-gallery

porches during a 1920s expansion. The

inn's opulent interior features Waterford

and Baccarat crystal chandeliers, eight

coal-burning fireplaces, ornate wallpaper,
and copious woodwork. A grand piano,
antique furnishings, and other fine ap-

pointments reflect the grand manner of

the Victorian Age. Oak-shaded grounds,
English-style gardens, a koi pond, and a

gazebo contribute to the ambiance.

The friendly innkeepers dish up fanciful,
five-course, candlelight dinners for parties

of six or more. I was impressed by their

signature breakfast entree of Baked Ba-

nana with Mango and Kiwi. This fruity

favorite, along with Sancy's German Ap-

ple Pancakes with Warm Caramel Syrup,
receives rave reviews.

Down the street, another restored relic,
the Pin Oak Bed & Breakfast (the histor-

ic Stricker-Sneed mansion) also welcomes

overnight guests. Stunning stained-glass

windows, five fireplaces, and two second-

floor balconies adorn this Victorian prize,
built in 1900. The Pin Oak hosts the

highlight of Calvert's social calendar, the

Victorian Gala, held annually in Novem-

ber. Participants wear Victorian apparel

and waltz under the stars, enjoy carriage
rides, and feast on authentic Victorian

food. The B&B's wraparound porch faces
Virginia Field Memorial Park, the site of

community gatherings and political ral-

lies for more than a century. In 1895, and

again in 1912, Hood's Texas Brigade vet-

erans, many of whom were Robertson

County recruits, held reunions here. Until

recently, a May Pole Festival at the park

kicked off the spring homes tour. That

tradition has been replaced with a 5-K
run on a serpentine route through

Calvert's historic district.

Fine wood scrollwork and lancet win-

dows complement the Victorian architec-

ture of Calvert's oldest church, the Epis-

copal Church of the Epiphany, at the cor-

ner of Gregg and Elm streets. Organized

June 6, 1870, the parish remains active.

Evidence of Calvert's "upper crust"

abounds, but the long-ago prairie town

was also a haven for drifters and seedy

characters, including outlaws John Wes-
ley Hardin and Sam Bass. After taking up

with Frank and Jesse James, Myra May-

belle Shirley-whose family operated a li-

very business in Calvert-became the no-
torious Belle Starr. But Calvert also had its

heroes. Cooperstown Hall of Famer An-

drew (Rube) Foster, a great pitcher and the

man responsible for organizing the first

black baseball league-the Negro Nation-

al League-was born in Calvert in 1879.

Not all went well in Calvert. In 1873,
yellow fever swept through town, killing

300 and causing thousands to flee. In

1891, a fire destroyed much of the town's

center, and in 1899, Calvert experienced

damaging floods. Afterwards, the city's

population began a steady decline to its

current 1,400.

Today, Calvert's numerous inns give

visitors a sense of the genteel life and serve

as a base for shopping adventures along

Main Street. One longstanding shop,
noted for its 18th- and 19th-Century fur-

niture, porcelains, and period jewelry, is
Boll Weevil Antiques, owned by Wesley

and Sallie Tucker Anderson for more

than 36 years. I (continued on page 60)
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essentials CALVERT

DISSECTED by Texas 6, Calvert is
90 miles northeast of Austin, in Rob-
ertson Co., midway between Waco
and College Station. More than 46
blocks make up a National Historic
District, making Calvert one of the
state's larger of such designations.
The Calvert Chamber of Commerce
conducts special group tours by
appt. A self-guided driving-tour
brochure, with illustrations and
descriptions of each stop, leads visi-
tors up and down tree-lined streets.
The tour notes 5 historic churches,
including Calvert's oldest church, the
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany,
a Victorian structure at 700 E. Gregg

St. The brochure is available from
many downtown merchants for a
donation of $3. Write to the Calvert
Chamber of Commerce, Box 132,
Calvert 77837; 979/364-2559; www.
calverttx.com. The area code is 979.

EVENTS
Calvert's Spring Pilgrimage (May 7-
8, 2005) showcases 4 historic homes
and numerous other historic build-
ings and points of interest within the
National Historic District. Ticket price
of $10 allows entry to all homes on
tour. The day begins with a 5-K run/
walk on a route meandering through
the historic district. Call 979/364-
2935; www.calverttx.com. Calvert's
Antique Sale-abration, another Main
Street event held yearly the second
weekend in Aug., is a special shop-
ping opportunity presented by down-
town merchants. The town's Victorian
Gala is held annually the first Sat. in
Nov. at the Pin Oak Bed & Breakfast,
503 Pin Oak St. Participants don Vic-
torian costume, lilt to chamber music,
waltz on the inn's lamplit lawn, and
enjoy carriage rides. Proceeds go
toward the preservation of Calvert's
National Historic District. The Christ-
mas Tour of Homes recurs yearly the
first weekend of Dec. (Dec. 3-4, 2005,
1-5 p.m.). For ticket information and
details on any event, contact the
chamber, or check its online events
calendar at www.calverttx.com.

ATTRACTIONS
The Katy Hamman Stricker Library,

190 To Wac9a

40F Micel isa10 Prii
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ther stt.6h4a4etWoa'

CLVERT
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e stion

404 E. Mitchell, is a 1909 Prairie

style design and the first American
Woman's League chapter house ing
Texas. It's the only one remaining in

the state. The Calvert Woman's.
League qualified for a free chapter

house and furniture by selling maga-

zine subscriptions. The library still

houses the original Arts and Crafts
furniture. Hours: Thu. and Sat., 1-3.

For a brief history and virtual tour of
several historic homes and buildings

in Calvert, visit www.calverttx.com.

S HOPPING

Boll Weevil Antiques, 508 S. Main,

specializes in 18th- and 19th-Century

furniture, porcelains, and period

jewelry (364-2835). Cotton Mer-

chants Mall Antiques, 309 S. Main,
offers fine furniture, antiques, and
collectibles (364-3858; www.cotton
merchantsmall.com). Grandma Os-
car's Attic, 507 S. Main, features
Terry Baker's hand-carved cookie
molds and other "interesting stuff'
(364-3690). The Farmer's Wife An-
tiques, 515 S. Main, sells antiques
and collectible books. (364-2489).
Antiques abound at Front Porch
Antiques, 505 S. Main (364-2933)
and Red Geranium, 611 S. Main
(364-2132). The Silk Purse, 518 S.
Main, offers antiques, art, and deco-
rative accessories (364-2628).

The Art of Texas Gallery, which
shares space with Mud Creek
Pottery in a 120-year-old building
at 407 S. Main, features an eclectic
collection of handcrafted art, in-
cluding Mud Creek Pottery by native
Texas artisan Sonny Moss. Other
offerings found here include ceramic
sculpture, jewelry; watercolor, acrylic,
and oil paintings; and textile art.
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6. Call 364-
3730 or 800-670-8183; www.

calverttx.com/mudcreek.html and
www.artoftexas.com.

Cardinal Craft Mall, 404 S. Main,
is a 10,000-sq.-ft. maze of hand-
made crafts, gifts, and a tearoom.
Find Texas-style furniture and home
accents in adjacent Cowboy Up.
Call 364-3744; www.cardinalcraft
mall.com. We Design Woods, 602
N. Main, specializes in antique
restorations and custom woodwork-
ing. Call 364-3757. Browsers in

Duran offers an entic-
ing plate of nachos at Cerritos Mexi-
can Restaurant, in a former Main
Street saloon, which dates to 1877.

Sir Billy Bob's, 515 S. Main, find
fresh and silk flowers, potted plants,
antiques, gifts, and Calvert souvenirs
(364-3651).

Follow the aroma to Common
Scents, a candle shop at 605 S.
Main. Hours: Thu-Mon 10-5. Call
364-2710; www.calverttx.com/
commonscents.html. Pick up herbal
soaps, pastries, and Seattle's Best
Coffee at Farm Fresh Soaps and
The Daley Grind, 512 S. Main. Call
364-8897 or 888/746-7519; www.
farmfreshsoaps.com.

LODGING
The Calvert Inn-A Gourmet Bed &
Breakfast, 406 E. Texas, offers Vic-
torian elegance and outside ameni-
ties-a gazebo, rose gardens, a brick
pool with water features, and mam-
moth shade trees-perfect for photos

or weddings. Rooms start at $105.
Call 364-2868 (reservations: 800/
290-1213); www.calvertinn.com.

The Pin Oak Bed & Breakfast, 503
Pin Oak, a grand 2-story inn built
by the daughter of a Confederate
general, offers rooms with private bal-

conies, century-old oak trees, and a
view of Virginia Field Park. Rates be-
gin at $80. Call 364-2935 or 888/
367-8096; www.pinoakbb.com.

Three spacious guest rooms are
available at The Calvert Rose, 808
Pin Oak. This lovely Victorian B&B
is graced by many of its original fix-
tures, including 5 coal-burning fire-
places, each with its own carved oak

double-mantel. Rooms start at $95.
Call 364-3696 or 800/290-1213;
www.thecalvertrose.com.

Calvert Hotel, 408 Railroad, is a
faithfully restored, 1872 Victorian
bed-and-breakfast hotel in the
center of Calvert's Historic District.
Fine-dining restaurant, salon, an-
tiques room, and conference facility.
Rooms start at $85. Call 364-2430
or 866/230-1266; www.calvert
hotel.com.

Parish House Bed & Breakfast is
a new offering, at 609 E. Gregg. Call
364-3748; www.parishbb.com.
Accommodations are also available
at Miss Dixie's Lodge B&B, 201 E.
Gregg. Call 364-3884.

DINING
The Calvert Hotel Restaurant, 408
Railroad, features the creations of
Chef Ron Baribeau. Hours: Wed-Sat
6-9 p.m. For reservations, call 364-
2430 or 866/230-1266; www.
calverthotel.com.

Casual diners have a number of
choices: Cerrito's, 521 N. Main
(364-2100) serves Mexican food.
For sandwiches, try Cardinal Craft
Mall Tearoom, 404 S. Main (364-
3744). Pizza, calzone, burgers, and
other American food are on the
menu at Someplace Else, 735 N.
Main (364-2007); Zamykal Ko-
laches is at 709 S. Main (364-
2386); and the local Dairy Queen
is at 203 N. Main (364-2121).
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Nancy Edwards stand in front of a bar from an old C~

was impressed with Sallie's collection of

Staffordshire "Texian Campaigne" pat-

terned pottery, produced in England from

1845 to 1852 in commemoration of the

U.S. war with Mexico. Further evidence

of the ceramic arts can be found at Mud

Creek Pottery studio, which shares space

with the Art of Texas Gallery. The gallery

features the glazed pottery of local artist

Sonny Moss, along with the handiwork

of 30 other artisans.

People bring their valuable antiques to

Don "Grumpy" Jaggers for expert res-

toration at We Design Woods, also on

Main. Candy Shores creates and peddles

Victorian hats and candles at the neigh-

boring Common Scents. Farther south on

Main, at The Daley Grind, Chrissy Daley

lures customers with her divine-smelling

herb- and citrus-based Farm Fresh Soaps,
and the aroma of Seattle's Best Coffee

and pastries. The newest addition to

Main Street is Zamykal Kolaches, where

Jody Powers bakes a wide selection of the

famous Czech treat. You are likely to see

Jody dancing and waving at passersby or

greeting visitors with a song.

Shoppers find a variety of antiques and

collectibles at Cotton Merchants Mall, the

tallest building on Main Street. The three-

story establishment, built in 1920 by Henry

Anderson, a wealthy African-American

resident, was once an insurance company.

Today, the landmark is owned by Marty

Porter, who in 2001 also restored down-

town's 1871 Calvert

Foundry & Manufac-

turing Company. Tools

made at the foundry

were forged from iron

ore from East Texas'

Cherokee County mines.

Across the street,
Calvert's Cardinal Craft

Mall offers a tearoom

and 10,000 square feet

of gifts, collectibles,
and handmade crafts

-pillows, dolls, can-

dies, florals, and more.

Artisans at Heirloom

Bells, inside the mall,
lvert saloon produce beautiful pen-

dant bells of silver,
pewter, and other metals. The space next

door, Cowboy Up, sells Texas-style fur-

niture and accessories.

Behind the Main Street shops, visitors

find the Calvert Hotel Bed and Breakfast.

Built by Gottlieb Dirr in 1872, the struc-

ture received a second story with an elab-

orate Doric-columned balcony in 1898

after Gottlieb died and his wife Johanna

decided to expand the business. Longtime

hospitality professional John Baribeau

purchased the property in 2002. Its 28-

seat gourmet restaurant delights diners

with selections such as seared rib-eye with

chipotle sauce, flanked by buttered broc-

coli and roasted potatoes with fresh rose-

mary, created by John's brother, chef Ron

Baribeau. The hotel's conference facility

frequently hosts corporate meetings and

intimate retreats. Some folks simply come

for pampering in Nelson Collier's beauty

salon, in the hotel lobby.

FROM the "Gilded Age" to its current

stage, Calvert has retained its South-

ern flavor and hospitality. Although time

seems to have passed it by, be sure you

don't. When traveling Texas 6, check out

this remarkable remnant of Texas' past.

Pause for a taste of Victorian Texas. *

Waco's LANA ROBINSON discovered Calvert's
Victorian treasures while researching her Robert-
son County roots.

Photographer JIM CROW shot our August 2003
feature on Cleburne State Park.
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IT'S EASY to request more

information from the advertisers

in this issue.

Simply locate the red reader

service number to the left of

the advertiser's name, and

circle the corresponding number

on the card at right-you can

request information from as

many advertisers as you wish.

REMEMBER to provide

your name and address,

and mail the postage-paid

card today. Or, log on to

www.texashighways.com

r and request more information

online. For even faster

service, fax your card to

1-888-847-6035
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Please circle the numbers below that match the red numbers on the Advertiser Guide to the left.
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PRODUCT ORDERS!

Order from our line of Texas-
themed products. We offer
unique, well-made products that
reflect the Lone Star State ...
and your good taste.

To order by phone, call

1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Mon-Fri 7am-10pm Central
Sat 8:30am-5pm Central

Visa - MasterCard - Discover
- American Express

Or visit
www.texashighways.com

TETRAA COFHS Produ
H IG H W AY S

COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER
Name

Street Address

City State Zip

Daytime Phone Number ( )

(In case we have any questions regarding your order.)

ct Order Form
Q Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways)

Charge my: Q Visa Q MasterCard
Q Discover Q American Express

Card Tumber

Expiration date

Signature

Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total

Product Total
Shipping & Handling (See ad for chart)

SUBTOTAL
Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).

TOTAL

Product order must
include payment.

Credit card orders
are also accepted
by phone.

By state law,
shipping and
handling charges
are taxable
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It's as easy as 1-2-3 to order products by mail:

1. Fill out the order form on the reverse side.

2. Remember to include your payment.

3. Enclose in an envelope and mail to:
Texas Highways

PO Box 51564

Boulder, CO 80322-1564
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Texas Highways' products are perfect for Mother's Day

Scramble Squares:
Native American
Flowers
9 piece puzzle
Size: 12" x 12"
Proceeds help support
the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center

#37119.......$8.9X

Burst of Blooms T-Shirt
100% preshrunk,
heavyweight cotton,
screen-printed
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

#38114.......$17.95

rst of Blooms A
e Bag
% cotton, screen-printed

14" x 141/2"

111.......$16.95

'if
Wildflowers of Texas Puzzle
1,000 pieces, 24" x 30" finished size

#37105.......$16.95

A Texas Highways
- exclusive item

A .

iexas Beauties Coffee Mug
Hand-painted stoneware
Made in Texas
Microwave and dishwasher safe
Holds 13 ounces

#37112.......$12.95

tb

front "

4,

back

SALE!
Cactus in Bloom Note Cards
12 cards, 12 envelopes
Size: 61/" x 41/2"

#35114.......$,9

To order, call 1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Or visit www.texashighways.com
You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop at 150 E. Riverside, Austin

To order by mai , please send payment to
Texas Highways, PO Box 51564 Boulder, CO 80322-1564

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover accepted

Your price:
$6.00

5E51

4

Bu
Tot
100
Size:

#37

U.S. SHIPPING & HANDLING
Up to $15.00 ............ $5.50 $110.01 to $135.00 ........ $14.25
$15.01 to $25.00 ........ $6.50 $135.01 to $160.00 ........ $16.75
$25.01 to $50.00 ........ $8.50 $160.01 to $200.00 ........ $18.00
$50.01 to $80.00 ....... $10.50 $200.01 and over .......... $20.00
$80.01 to $110.00 ...... $12.25
Shipping prices are per oath addrooo. Please allow up to 2 wooko for rogalar
U.S. dolioery. Add $10.00 for Exproon Handling (delioory within 3 hooinoss dapo
after receipt of your order). Express Handling is not available for P . Boxes or
outside the continental U.S.
For ordoro doird nutoide tho U.S., please add $12.00 to the U.S. S&H prices.
lotoroational shipping timnos oarp.

SALES TAX
Sales tax is required by state law for merchandise, shipping, and handling. Please add
8.25% sales tax to your final total for all orders shipped to Texas addresses.
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Garden Flowers Note Cards
10 cards, 10 envelopes
2 designs, 5 cards each
Size: 6" x 4%"

#35140.......$12.00
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FUN FINDS ALONG THE ROAD

PASN 
BY RANDY MALLORY

THE FULLY restored Denton County

Courthouse rises from Denton's

shady square like a polished jewel

from an arboreal setting, fittingly

framed by Locust, Elm, Hickory, and

Oak streets.

Noted Texas courthouse architect

W.C. Dodson employed various Vic-

torian styles-including Second Empire
and Richardsonian Romanesque-in the
1897 structure's whimsical design. List-

ed in the National Register of Historic
Places, the courthouse features cream-
colored limestone walls, fanciful domes,
and 82 granite columns. Its Gothic clock

tower rises to 140 feet above a bust-
ling downtown.

Denton has long been known for edu-

cation and jazz. It's the home of Texas

Woman's University and the University of

North Texas, famous for its jazz pro-
gram. The town hosts the Denton Arts

& Jazz Festival the last full weekend
in April (April 29-May 1, 2005) at Civic
Center Park. A recent weekend in this

lively college town unveiled a downtown

heritage district with a cornucopia of din-
ing, shopping, and free attractions.

First stop is the admission-free Denton
County Courthouse-on-the-Square Mu-

seum, which occupies much of the state-
ly courthouse's first floor. The museum

chronicles the history of Denton County,
named for pioneer preacher and lawyer

John Bunyan Denton, who's buried on

the building's east lawn.

Exhibits showcase the county's com-

munities and their Anglo, African-

American, and Hispanic founding fam-
ilies. Vintage photos and well-crafted

text bring history to life-such as a
photo, from Roanoke's 1946 Trades

Day, of a boy shinnying up a greased

pole, and a shot of the former postmis-
tress at Little Elm's tiny post office, once

America's smallest.
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One of the more unusual exhibits in the Denton County Court-

house-on-the-Square Museum is devoted to miniatures of celebrities,

including Miss Piggy, crafted entirely of pecans.

Al

Thuu L u U uu u sc uWy iuiusi as LBest Restoraon Project by the icu L)w

town Association. Built in 1896, the courthouse is the sun around which all square activities orbit.
Visitors go nuts for "Miss Piggy in Pecans," a courthouse exhibit by the late B.W. Crawford, Denton's
"Pecan Picasso"

Much of the museum is filled with col-

lections from the University of North Tex-

as, including weapons, rare Southwestern
American Indian pottery, toys and dolls,
and American pressed blue glass. The odd-
est exhibit here, hands down, is the small
Pecan Art Museum. A local retiree, the late
B.W. Crawford, gained fame as
Denton's "Pecan Picasso." His DENT
weird miniatures of notables- state 3
from Ronald Reagan to Dolly
Parton and Miss Piggy-are Meu

Museu
made entirely of pecans. House

Three blocks east of the Theatr
square, on West Mulberry Recycl
Street, lies another admission- 5688)
free museum, the Bayless-Selby (387-2
House. Period furnishings and (566-1

artifacts fill this two-story, 113 W

1890s house museum. They're Ice Cr

not originals from the two fam- and Th

ilies who lived here, but they (384-

clearly reflect a well-heeled Vic- For the

torian lifestyle at the turn of the 0931

20th Century, when Denton's town a

economy soared with the arriv- www.d

al of the railroad. That rising Discov

consumer culture takes shape 382-7

in the home's fine furnishings, which in-

clude an Eastlake hall tree, hand-painted

porcelain dishes, and a rosewood square
grand piano.

Culture continues year round a block
from the square on West Hickory Street

at the art deco Campus Theatre. Built in

ON is 37 miles north of Dallas on Inter-
5. The area code is 940.

n County Courthouse-on-the-Square
m, 110 W. Hickory (349-2850); Bayless-Selby
Museum, 317 W. Mulberry (349-2865); Campus

e, 214 W. Hickory (382-1915 or 800/733-7014);
ed Books, Records, & CDs, 200 N. Locust (566-

Downtown Mini Mall I and II, 108-118 N. Locust
218); Hannah's Off the Square, 111 W. Mulberry
110); Denton County Independent Hamburger Co.,
Hickory (383-1022); Beth Marie's Old Fashioned

eam & Soda Fountain, 117 W. Hickory (384-1818);
e Candy Store (382-1001) and Wine on the Square
463), both at 110 W. Oak.

Denton Arts & Jazz Festival schedule, call 565-
(www.dentonjazzfest.com). For details on other down-
ctivities, call Main Street Denton at 349-8529;
entonmainstreet.org. For citywide information, call
er Denton/Denton Convention & Visitor Bureau at
895 or 888/381-1818; www.discoverdenton.com.

r r 1

I .

www.greenvillechamber.com
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GEORGE RANCH HiSTORICAL PARK
Established in 1, 24, it has been
home to four, erati'ons of one
family. They fought foy j'rc 7
raised cotton andi cattle and
discovered oil. Today it is a
23,000-acr? working ranch an ii
every day te family's stories
come to life.

Open hily ) to 5. 10215 1M 762 Richmond, TX 77460

a Victorian building on the square. The

lavender-colored structure on Locust

Street, on the square's northeast corner,
now houses 300,000 books, 7,000 rec-

ords, and 20,000 CDs in Recycled Books,
Records, & CDs. In a maze of rooms

filled with delightful finds, shoppers pe-
ruse merchandise carefully arranged by

label and even subheading. A life-size cut-

out of Captain Jean-Luc Picard of TV's

Star Trek: The Next Generation watches

guard over the science fiction section.

A short stroll down Locust Street

brings more browsing, at Downtown

Mini Mall I and II, indoor flea markets

housed in Depression-era buildings. I

examined only a handful of the 200

booths. An antique RCA Victrola

grabbed my attention, as did several odd-

ities-made-in-China marionettes, a yel-

low "Tank Crossing" sign, and a scary

clutch of martial-arts weaponry.

Knives proved more practical at

Country Kitchen City Cooks, a kitchen

and gourmet shop on West Hickory

Street. The trendy emporium is in the

1885 Evers Hardware building, where
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I
1949 to cater to the college crowd, it

numbered among a handful of state-of-

the-art movie houses in the Southwest.

L ke so many small-town theaters, it

closed, in 1985, but a $2 million restora-

tion made possible its reopening in 1995.

The 300-seat theater's proscenium stage

now hosts a range o- local performing

arts groups. (The Campus stages a come-

dy, The Secret Affairs of Mildred Wild,
or. weekends, May 6-22.)

Opera performances once unfolded in

LL I+ ti I 

i

libf ll, 
I

1.c I

lrifi 
f

From live performances to book- and CD-browsing, entertain-

ment abounds on and off the square.

4 ,

In a 1901 opera house, Recycled Books, Records, & CDs houses thousands of titles. The Campus
Theatre has been recognized by the National Endowment for the Arts as one of the nation's top commu-
n ty theaters. In front of McBride's Music & Pawn, University of North Texas student Artimos Godbole
frDm India plays his balalaika for shoppers Heather Tonn of Denton and Melody Kerr and her daughter,
Evelyn, of Dallas.



LITTLE CHAPEL, BIG LEGACY One of the finest ecclesiastical structures in Texas, the Little Chapel-
in-the-Woods lies beneath tall oaks at Texas Woman's University in Denton. Native grey fieldstone
and brick comprise the exterior of the elegant 90-by-42-foot building. Inside, a series of brick arch-
es leads to an altar. Noted Texas architect O'Neil Ford and his partner, Arch Swank, designed the
chapel, which was constructed in 1939 by National Youth Administration trainees. TWU art students
produced the structure's light fixtures, intricate mosaics, hand-carved doors, and stained-glass win-
dows honoring women. During the 1980s, the Texas Society of Architects named the chapel one
of the state's 20 most architecturally significant buildings. Call 940/898-3644; www.twu.edu/tour/
little_chapel.asp.

attached rolling ladders still reach high
shelves. Seeing bottles of portobello bal-
samic vinaigrette and a chromed $86 pep-
per grinder by Peugeot (yes, the car-
maker family) made me hungry.

So I moseyed down West Mulberry
Street to Hannah's. My culinary wishes
were fulfilled by a goat cheese souffle
appetizer, an Asiago (cheese) Caesar sa-
lad, and a cedar-planked entree of sal-

mon. Alas, I had no room for the butter-
cream chocolate cake or Key lime pie.

Before the weekend was over, I also
consumed comestibles at Beth Marie's Old
Fashioned Ice Cream & Soda Fountain (a
homemade-style, strawberry-limeade ice
cream served in a freshly baked waffle
cone); Denton County Independent
Hamburger Co. (a succulent burger made
from beef ground daily); and The Candy
Store (a chocolate truffle custom-made by
a German family in Vermont).

Downtown Denton deserves a toast, I
decided. That's easy to arrange on the
north side of the square, at Wine on the
Square. The shop offers free tastings of an

incredible array of wines from 40 or so
Texas wineries. (It also sponsors the an-
nual Wine Festival on the Square, May 7
this year, featuring 20 Texas wineries and
others from around the world, as well as
live entertainment and food.)

During May and June, downtown

Denton not only tastes good, it sounds

good...and free! Music echoes across the
Denton County Courthouse lawn every
Wednesday at noon and every Thursday
evening with free shows by top local
bands-from reggae and rock to country
and (of course) jazz.

From May through October, you can
even do your own musical thing on the
square. Denton's annual Acoustic Lawn
Jam takes place every fair-weather Satur-
day morning, as musicians of all levels
bring instruments and perform on the
courthouse lawn.

What a jewel of an idea-downtown
hospitality, Texas-style!

RANDY MALLORY wrote our January cover story on
pictographs in the Lower Pecos River area.

Discover the Texas Hill Country's
super year-round attraction, the City
of Boerne. Close to San Antonio,
Boerne is home to great shopping,
dining, overnight accommodations
and much more. 

800.842.8080
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Fun A ROUNDUP OF NEXT MONTH'S EVENTS

FORECAST

We provide events and telephone numbers for next
month, so that you'll have additional time to plan

your outings.

SOMETIMES DATES CHANGE after the magazine is

printed. Before you drive miles to an event, confirm the
date by calling the number listed next to the festivity or by

contacting the local chamber of commerce.

FOR DETAILS ON ANY DESTINATION IN TEXAS, CALL 800/452-9292 toll-free
from anywhere in the U.S. and Canada, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. CST.

A travel counselor at one of the state's Travel Information Centers will provide

travel information and routing assistance, send brochures, and advise you of

any emergency road conditions. JUNE 2005

SEND EVENT INFORMATION to Fun Forecast, S M T W T F S

Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714- 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1009; fax 512/486-5879. Submit information at 12 .3 14 15 16 17 18
least three full months before the first of the month 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30in which the event will take place (for example, by

June 1 for September festivities). Space is limited, so we may not be able to

print every event. For a quarterly, more detailed schedule of events, write for a

free Texas Events Calendar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249.

See www.texashighways.com for an expanded Fun Forecast with descriptions of events.

1-4
MIDLAND

(began May 20)
Over the Tavern
432/682-4111

3
DEL RIO

First Friday Art Walk
830/775-0888

3-4
EL PASO

Nuestras Tradiciones
915/566-8016

MIDLAND
Mex-Tex

Family Fiesta
432/682-2960

3-5
ODESSA

Stepping Out
432/550-5456

3-4, 10-11,
17-18, 24-25

ODESSA
Beauty and
the Beast

432/337-9595

4
DEL RIO

Main Street
Market

830/ 703-5388

MIDLAND
Midland City Limits

432/683-2882

EL PASO
Music Under the Stars:

Balfa Toujours
with Cajun Music
915/541-4481

9-12
ODESSA

Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey Circus

432/366-3541

10-11
EL PASO

Sun City Youth Opera
915/845-4459

10-12
ODESSA

Love Letters
432/580-3177

11-12
SOCORRO

Native American
Arts & Crafts Festival

915/422-1700

12
EL PASO

Music Under the Stars:
Windy City-

A Tribute to Chicago
915/541-4481

12-13
MIDLAND

National Kidney Foundation
Cadillac Invitational

Golf Tournament
432/570-4880

17-19
VAN HORN

Jubilee
432/283-2682 or

866/424-6939

17-Sep 3
MIDLAND

Summer Mummers
432/682-4111

18
DEL RIO

Chamber of Commerce
Fishing Tournament

830/775-3551

Juneteenth Celebration
830/703-8373

EL PASO
A Juneteenth
Celebration

915/565-2066

FORT DAVIS
The Jungle Book
800/524-3015

MIDLAND
Shades of Blue
Music Festival
432/683-3381

PRESIDIO
Solitario Tour

432/229-3416

19
EL PASO

Music Under the Stars:
Azucar & Salsa Music

915/541-4481

ITL M*ownh -ome
A place where "Howdy" is more than a greeting...

it's a genuine spirit no one forgets!

The Museum at the George Bush Presidential Library . Fine Dining
Historic Downtown Bryan " Texas A&M University
Messina Hof Winery & Resort " Art Galleries - Coffee Shops
Golf and Recreation . Unique Shopping - Easy Access

BRYAN-COLLEGE STATION
CONVNI O EN A GN V I

For Information Take a Trip To: or Call:
www.visitaggieland.com 800.777.8292

19
ODESSA

YMCA Tumbleweed Triathlon
432/362-4301

23-25
EL PASO
Zarzuela

915/240-4274

24
MIDLAND

Shrimp Feat
432/682-4966

24-26
ODESSA

Junior Rodeo
432/367-7920

25
PECOS

Night in Old Pecos/
Cantaloupe Festival

432/445-2406

25-2 6
ODESSA

Permian Basin
Arts & Crafts Show

432/263-7690

26
EL PASO

Music Under the Stars:
Dirk Powell &

Appalachian Fiddling
915/541-4481

29
PECOS

Old Timers Reunion
432/445-5076

West of the Pecos
Rodeo Parade/
Reeves County

Sheriff's Posse Barbecue
432/445-2406

29-Jul 2
PECOS

123rd West of the Pecos
Rodeo

432/445-2406

2, 9, 16, 23, 30
KEMAH

Rock the Dock
Concert Series
281/334-9880

3
HOUSTON

City Dance Company
713/284-8350

3-4
CROSBY

Fair & Rodeo
Barbecue Cookoff
281/328-2113

3-5
ARANSAS PASS

57th Annual
Shrimporee

361/758-2750 or
800/633-3028

HOUSTON
Houston Ballet
713/227-2787

PORT ARANSAS
Robert August

Surfers Weekend
361/749-4177

3-Jul 2
ROSENBERG

A Streetcar Named Desire
281/437-1458

4
GALVESTON

AlA
Sandcastle Competition

713/520-0155

Artwalk
409/763-2403

HARLINGEN
Jackson Street

Market Day
956/423-4933

HOUSTON
Accordion Kings
713/284-8350

PORT ARANSAS
Take A Kid Fishing

Tournament
361/749-5252

SABINE PASS
Junior Angler
Jamboree

409/971-2559

VICTORIA
Kids Fishing
Tournament

361/575-6366

4-5
PASADENA

Rubber Stamp &
Scrapbook Show
480/288-5800

4, 11, 17-18, 25
LAKE JACKSON

Sea Center Texas
Story Time

979/292-0100

8-19
HOUSTON

U.S. Polo Association
Governor's Cup
713/622-7300

9-11
CROSBY

Fair & PRCA Rodeo
281/328-2113

9, 11-12, 17-19
HOUSTON

Houston Ballet
713/227-2787

10
VICTORIA

Montage with
Wayne Shannon
361/572-4300

10-11
PORT ARANSAS
Casting for Kids

Fishing Tournament
210/341-8861

SEADRIFT
25th Annual Shrimpfest

361/785-2218

10-11, 17-19, 24-25
BAYTOWN

Run For Your Wife
281/424-7617
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Stili thumping alter bU years! Luling celebrates its annual Watermelon Thump,
June 23-26, with melons, music, a midway, and more.

11
DACOSTA

VFD Barbecue
361/575-2959

EAST BERNARD
Czech Kolache Klobase

Festival
979/335-4827

or 335-7907

HOUSTON
International Storytelling

Festival
713/284-8350

KEMAH
Classic Car Show

281/334-9880 or
877/285-3624

PORT ARTHUR
Nighttime Alligator Count

& Marsh Tour
409/736-2551

WEST COLUMBIA
Brazoria County Bluegrass

979/265-4757

11-12
ALVIN

Tour de Braz
Bike Ride & Fitness Fair

281/585-3359 or
800/331-4063

HARLINGEN
South Texas

Junior Golf Classic
956/425-1818

13
SEADRIFT

Texas Water Safari
361/785-2218

13-19
VICTORIA

30th Victoria Bach Festival
361/570-5788

16-18, 23-25
ROCKPORT

Continental Divide
361/729-9885

17
VICTORIA

Country Opry
361/552-9347

17-18
INGLESIDE

Skinny Water Rodeo
Fishing Tournament
361/776-2906 or
888/899-2906

17-19
GALVESTON

The Jubilee Banjo Band
409/765-1894

PORT NECHES
Trade Days

409/722-4023

17-18, 24-25
HOUSTON

Houston Symphony's
Summer Symphony Nights

713/284-8350

18
HARLINGEN

Blues on the Hill
956/427-8871

PORT ARANSAS
Powderpuft

Fishing Tournament
361/749-5252

VICTORIA
Market Day

361/485-3200

WEST COLUMBIA
Juneteenth

979/345-4656

19
GALVESTON
Juneteenth

409/744-1491

HOUSTON
Juneteenth Celebration

713/284-8350

PORT ARTHUR
Juneteenth Celebration

409/985-7768

23-25
PORT ARANSAS

Masters
Fishing Tournament

361/749-5448

24
PASADENA

Home Town Opry
281/479-4232

25
PORT ARTHUR
Gulf Coast Jam
409/722-3699

25-26
CORPUS CHRISTI

Seashore
Marketplace

361/332-9978

1-12
KERRVILLE

(began May 26)
Kerrville Folk Festival

830/257-3600

1-26
KERRVILLE

Winning Quilts
830/895-2911

1-29
NEW BRAUNFELS
Edward Reichert

Invitational Art Show
830/629-8022

-,.. '

2-12
MARBLE FALLS
The Rainmaker

830/798-8944

2-18
INGRAM
Camelot

830/367-5121

3-4, 10-11
WIMBERLEY

(began May 27)
Star of the Hills
512/847-6969

3, 10, 17, 24
BANDERA

Open Rodeo
830/796-3628

LAM PASAS
A Little Night Music

512/556-2760

3-25
ROUND ROCK
Charley's Aunt

512/244-0440

4
BANDERA

Rod, Custom & Classic
Car & Motorcycle Show

830/589-7609

Triple H
Trail Ride &

Scavenger Hunt
830/510-9515

MASON
Great Castell
Kayak Race

325/347-5758

SONORA
West Texas Championship

Cookoff
325/387-2880

WIMBERLEY
Market Day

512/847-2201

4-5
BRADY

Drag Boat Races
325/597-3491

HONDO
Market Days

830/426-3037

ROUND ROCK
Hoop It Up

817/557-3301

UVALDE
Sacred Heart

Festival
830/278-3448

4, 11, 18, 25
BANDERA

Cowboys on Main
830/796-3864

5
AUSTIN

Acoustic Alchemy
512/329-6753

LAKEHILLS
St. Victor's Parish

Festival
830/796-8834

7-11
ROUND ROCK

UIL State Baseball
Tournament

512/471-5883
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OFFICIAL
Don't Mess with Texas

ME RC I ANDISE

T-shirt
(Shown in navy)

Mug Preshrunk, 100% cottonHolds 20 ou (Gray is 90% cotton, 10% polyester)
Adult sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

Cap #38123, Navy.......$12.00, $17.00 XXL

Embroidered emblem #38125, Gray.......$12.00, $17.00 XXL

100% cotton, navy #38121, White.......$11.00, $15.00 XXL

Adjustable strap closure Youth sizes: S (6-8), M (10-12), L (14-16)
#38120.......$16.00 #38122, White.......$12.00

To order, call 1-800-839-4997
Or visit www.texashighways.com

You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop at 150 E. Riverside, Austin
Shipping and tax are additional. 5E52

7,21
BOERNE

Abendkonzerte
Summer Evening
Concert Series
830/249-9511

7, 14, 21, 28
BANDERA

Open Rodeo
830/796-3628

8
AUSTIN

Manhattan Transfer
512/329-6753

NEW BRAUNFELS
Comal

Country Music Show
830/629-4547

9-25
KERR VILLE

Watership Down
830/896-9393

9-Jul 31
KERRVILLE

Images
830/895-2911

10
AUSTIN

David Sanborn
512/329-6753

10-12
FREDERICKSBURG

Hill Country
Antique Tractor & Engine Club

Show
830/990-4521

or 997-3012
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11
BRACKETTVILLE

Stuart Bat Cave Program
830/563-2342

BURNET
Bluegrass in the Park

512/ 793-2223

CASTROVILLE
Market Trail Day
830/741-3841

JOHNSON CITY
Farmers & Artisans

Market Day
830/868-5700

or 868-7684

KERRVILLE
Second Saturday Art Trail

830/895-5184

SAN MARCOS
Texas Water Safari
888/200-5620

UVALDE
Arts & Crafts Show

830/278-4115

11-12
LAMPASAS

Sulphur Creek Car Cruise
512/556-5172

ROUND ROCK
Sami Arts & Crafts Show

512/441-7133 or
888/441-7133

11, 25
BURNED

Simple Sounds
Concert in the Caverns

512/756-4680 or
877/441-2283

KERRVILLE
Kerr County
Market Day

830/895-7962

12

GRUENE
Gospel Brunch

with a Texas Twist
830/629-5077
or 606-1601

KERRVILLE
Second Sunday

Summer Serenade
830/257-0809

LUCKENBACH
Naylon's Birthday Bash

888/311-8990

12-26
INGRAM
Folk Art

830/367-5120

14
FREDERICKSBURG
Flag Day Program
830/997-4379

17-18
LAMPASAS

Lampasas Riata Roundup
512/556-5172

SAN SABA
67th Annual Rodeo

325/372-5141

STONEWALL
Sauer-Beckmann

Living History Farm
30th Anniversary
830/644-2252

44th Annual Stonewall
Peach JAMboree & Rodeo

830/644-2735

17-19
BOERNE

BergesFest
830/336-2997

FREDERICKSBURG
Trade Days

830/990-4900 or
210/846-4094

18
AUSTIN

Farmers Market
Tomato Festival
512/236-0074

BANDERA
True to Texas Brisket Cookoff

830/460-7250

BLANCO
Market Day

830/833-2211
or 833-0260

BURNED
Inks Lake State Park

Full Moon Hike
512/793-2223

LUCKENBACH
Brazos Valley Boys
888/311-8990

18-19
GRUENE

Old Gruene Market Days
830/832-1721

19
AUSTIN

Conspirare with the
Victoria Bach Festival

Orchestra
512/476-5775

21
TAYLOR

Stiles Farm Field Day
512/898-2214
or 352-6364

23
MASON

Country Opry
325/347-5758

24-25
BLANCO

Barbecue Cookoff
210/386-6604

MARBLE FALLS
Music Festival

830/693-2815

OZONA
World Championship

Goat Roping
325/650-5086

24-26
BUDA

Santa Cruz Catholic Church
Fiesta

512/312-5280

25
BURNED
Rodeo

512/756-4297

FREDERICKSBURG
Fredericksburg Saturday Night:

American Music in
the Texas Hill Country

830/997-2835

LUCKENBACH
Rod & Custom

Car & Motorcycle Show
888/311-8990

OZONA
Goat Ropers Ball
325/650-5086

25-26
BURNED

Hill Country Railfair
& Festival

512/477-8468

26

HONDO
St. John's Catholic Church

Festival
830/741-2236

30-Jul 4
BRADY

July Jubilee Carnival
325/597-3491

PANHANDLE PLAINS

1-4
ABILENE

(began May 26)
Original Team Roping

World Finals
325/677-4376

DUMAS
59th Annual
Dogie Days
Celebration

806/935-2123 or
888/840-8911

1-5
ABILENE

(began May 31)
Early Ford V-8

Club of America Tour
325/692-7967

2-4
BROWNWOOD

Texas State
Bluegrass Festival
325/643-8011
or 784-5223

JACKSBORO
Jack County

Sheriff's Posse Rodeo
940/798-2715

2-5
WICHITA FALLS

Legends of Western Swing
Music Festival

318/640-4029

2-Aug 20
CANYON

TEXAS Legacies
806/655-2181

3-5
ABILENE

Stars Over Abilene
Quilt Show

325/676-6211

AMARILLO
Cowboy Roundup USA

806/671-5555

MIAMI
Cow Calling Contest

806/868-3071

3-4, 9-11, 16-18
WICHITA FALLS
On Golden Pond
940/322-5000

3-25
SAN ANGELO
Oklahoma!

325/949-4400

4
ALBANY

Western Swing
Party

325/762-2269

4
JACKSBORO

Jack County Museum
Pioneer Day

940/567-5900

RANGER
Old Time

Country Festival
254/647-5353

SAN ANGELO
Fort Concho
Frontier Day

325/481-2646

SLATON
South Plains Air Show

806/828-6238

SWEETWATER
Texas Midwest

Soap Box Derby
325/235-4954

or 235-5488

WICHITA FALLS
Kids Fishing
Tournament

940/528-2211

4-5
VERNON

Rodeo
940/552-5474

4-11
WICHITA FALLS

Tennis Tournament
940/322-7700

7-11
SNYDER

West Texas
Western Swing
Music Festival

325/573-3558

8-11
WICHITA FALLS
Red River Rodeo
940/592-2156

9
ABILENE
Artwalk

325/677-8389

SWEETWATER
50th Anniversary

Elvis Presley's
1st Sweetwater

Concert
325/235-5488 or

800/658-6757

10-11
BAIRD

Antiques Market &
Trade Days

325/854-2003

CROSS PLAINS
Robert E. Howard Days

254/725-6562
or 725-6498

10-12
ABILENE

Friends of the Library
Book Sale

325/676-6025

11
LUBBOCK

Ranch Dance
806/742-0498

12-18
ABILENE

Texas High School Rodeo
Association State Finals

325/677-4376
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Prime growing conditions make Nacogdoches County one of the state's most
prolifiC blueberry producers. Enjoy the harvest's bounty at the Texas Blueberry
Festival, June 11, in NacogdoChes.

16-17 18-19
SWEETWATER AMARILLO

Volkswagen Rally Old Tascosa
325/235-5488 Cycling Classic

806/378-3036
16-18

COLEMAN COLORADO CITY
68th Annual PRCA Rodeo Railhead Trade Days

325/625-2163 325/728-3403

16-19 22-26
BOYS RANCH SAN ANGELO

Youth Ringling Bros. and
Cowboy Poetry Gathering Barnum & Bailey

806/372-2341 Circus

16-18, 23-25 325/653-9577

ABILENE 23
Not Now, Darling ALBANY
325/673-6271 Fort Griffin

ALBANY Fandangle Parade
67th Annual 325/762-3838 or

Fort Griffin Fandangle 877/762-2525
325/762-3838 or

877/762-2525 23-26
ABILENE

17-18 Big Country
SAN ANGELO Quarter Horse
Concho Valley Association

Quilt Show Summer Circuit
325/486-2419 Extravaganza

325/698-2526
17-19

JACKSBORO 24-25
Summerfest

940/567-2883 Bluegrass Festival
SAN ANGELO 940/798-4615

NCHA
Cutting Horse Series 24-26

325/653-7785 ABILENE
Smokey Joe's Cafe

18 325/676-9620
SWEETWATER

Country Legends MORTON
& Broadway Lights Last Frontier
325/235-5488 Heritage Celebration

WICHITA FALLS & Buffalo Soldier

Oil Bowl Enc/mpm4n4
Football Classic 806/266-5484
940/692-9390

29-Jul 2
18-19 STAMFORD

ABILENE Texas Cowboy
Arts & Crafts Festival Reunion
325/676-6211 or 325/773-2411
432/263-7690 or 773-3455

PINEY WOODS

2-4
MOUNT PLEASANT

Rodeo
903/572-5946

3-4
LIVINGSTON

Alabama-Coushatta
Powwow

936/563-1100

3-5
LONG VIEW
AlleyFest

903/237-4040

3-4, 10-12, 17-18
CON ROE
Godspell

936/441-SHOW

4
JASPER

Kids Fish Flop
Tournament

409/384-5231

LIVINGSTON
Kids Fishing Derby
936/365-2201

NEW BOSTON
Trade Day

903/628-2581

TYLER
Kid Fishing Day
903/597-5338

8-11
GLADEWATER

68th Round Up Rodeo
903/845-5126

9, 11
LONG VIEW

Opera Longview
The Pirates of Penzance

903/234-1300

10-11
CROCKETT

Fiddlers Festival
936/544-2359

JACKSONVILLE
Tomato Fest

903/586-2217 or
800/376-2217
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10-11
OVERTON

Bluegrass Festival
903/834-3171

or 834-3946

11
NACOGDOCHES

Texas Blueberry Festival
936/560-5533

12
JAMESTOWN
Farrs Chapel
Homecoming

409/755-4687

17-18
JEFFERSON

Ark-La-Tex
Jazz Festival

903/665-2421 or
888/467-3529

17-19
LIVINGSTON
Trade Days

936/327-3656

TYLER
Market Center

903/595-2223

18
GRAPELAND

Archeology Tour
936/687-2394

HUNTSVILLE
Juneteenth
Celebration

936/291-1626

JASPER
Floating the Forks
409/384-5231

LINDEN
Eddy Raven

903/756-9934

MOUNT PLEASANT
Barbecue Cookoff
903/575-4000

19
JASPER

Juneteenth Celebration
409/383-5461

23-Jul 24
KILGORE

Texas
Shakespeare Festival

903/983-8601

24-25
RUSK

Field Day
903/683-2561 or

800/442-8951

WOOD VILLE
Whispers in the Wind

409/283-2272

25
CONROE

Texas Music Series
936/441-7469

Women's
Professional Rodeo

512/601-4018

HUNTSVILLE
Texas Genealogy &
Family History Fair

936/594-2908

28
CONROE
Conroe

Symphony Orchestra
936/760-2144

" Barnard Mill Art Museum
" Brazos & Paluxy Rivers
* Creation Evidence Museum
* Dinosaur Valley State Park
* Fossil Rim Wildlife Center
* The Promise
* Somervell County Museum

And Much More!!
Named America s
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Escape To The Wilds Of

Glen Rose
"Dinosaur Capital of Texas"
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Fun FORECAST

1-4
GRAND SALINE
(began May 31)

Salt Festival
903/962-5631

LEWISVILLE
Bassmaster Fishing

Tournament
972/436-5949 or

800/657-9571

1-5
DALLAS

(began May 24)
Peter Pan

214/421-5678

FORT WORTH
(began May 20)

Van Cliburn
International Piano

Competition
817/335-9000

1-30
ATHENS

Corn Field Maze
903/675-5630

2-5
YOAKUM

77th Annual
Tom Tom Festival
361/293-2309

2-11
NAVASOTA

Grimes County Fair
936/825-2508

ARLINGTON
Scottish Family History

Symposium
800/363-7268

3-4
GATESVILLE

Shivaree
254/865-2617

SEGUIN
Fiestas Juan Seguin

830/401-2448
or 379-6382

3-5
ARLINGTON

Texas
Scottish Festival

& Highland Games
800/363-7268

WEATHERFORD
First Monday
Trade Days

817/598-4351

3-11
GREENVILLE

Hunt County Fair
903/454-1503

3-5, 10-12
BRYAN

The Music Man
979/696-2787

3, 10, 17, 24
WACO

Brazos Nights Concerts
254/750-5627

3-4, 10-11, 17-18, 24-25
GRANBURY

Granbury Live
800/989-8240

3-Oct 29
GLEN ROSE
The Promise

254/897-3926 or
800/687-2661

4
ATHENS

Junior Angler Adventure
903/676-2277

BONHAM
Home, Ranch & Garden Tour

903/664-3062

BRENHAM
Ice Cream Festival
888/273-6426

CORSICANA
Opry

903/872-8226

DENISON
Kids Fishing Derby
903/465-1956

DESOTO
Toad Holler Creekfest

972/230-9648

ELGIN
Market Day

512/285-4299

EUSTACE
Kids Fish & Play Day

903/425-2332

4
FORT WORTH

Inside the
Observation Beehive

817/237-1111

GORDONVILLE
Hay Day Parade

& Festival
903/523-5982

GRAND PRAIRIE
Festival de Garibaldi

972/647-2331

Kids Fishing Derby
817/640-4200

PILOT POINT
Kids Fishing Derby

940/686-2148

ROCKDALE
First Saturday
Market Day

512/446-2030

SULPHUR SPRINGS
Kids Fishing Day
903/395-3100

or 945-5256

WHITNEY
Kids Fishing Tournament

254/694-3793

Texas Stars & Guitars Fest
254/694-3793

4-5
OAKLAND

Fireman's Festival
979/263-5575

or 725-9511

4-5
WAXAHACHIE

Gingerbread Trail
Historic Home Tour
972/937-0681

4, 11, 18, 25
COLUMBUS

Opry
979/732-9210

MANSFIELD
Farmers Market
817/483-4278

STEPHENVILLE
Cross Timbers
Country Opry

254/965-4132

4, 11, 25
COLLEGE STATION

Starlight Music Series
979/764-3486

5
FLATONIA

Sacred Heart
Spring Festival
361/865-3920

5, 12, 19, 26
SEGUIN

Central Park
Concerts

830/401-2448
or 379-6382

6
GIDDINGS

Country Music
Monday

979/366-9341

7-19
DALLAS

The Producers
214/421-5678

7, 14, 21, 28
LEWISVILLE

Sounds of Lewisville
Concert Series
972/219-3400

or 219-3836

9-11
FORT WORTH

Texas Motor Speedway
Race Week

817/215-8500

9-12
LOCKHART

Chisholm Trail
Roundup Festival

& Rodeo
512/398-2818 or
877/519-7057

10-11
CLARKSVILLE

VFD Rodeo
903/427-2426

COLUMBUS
Barbecue Cookoff
979/732-8385

10-12
DALLAS
CityArts

Celebration
214/571-1069

or 571-1301

GRAND PRAIRIE
Antique Auto
Swap Meet

972/647-2331
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10-18
SULPHUR SPRINGS

Hopkins County
Dairy Festival

903/945-3516
or 885-4788

10-26
DENTON

A Chorus Line
800/733-7014

11
ATHENS

Uncle Fletch's
Hamburger & Barbecue

Cookoff
903/520-3595

or 675-5165

BOWIE
Concert Under the Stars

940/872-6246

CLARKSVILLE
Bodacious Days
903/427-2645

COLUMBUS
Crawfish Boil

& Zydeco Band
979/732-8385

COOPER
Wildflower Walk
903/395-3100

IRVING
Heritage Festival
972/721-3636

Music Fest
972/252-ARTS

McKINNEY
Collin

Cycling Classic
972/578-5719

ROUND TOP
Chamber Music &
Orchestra Concerts

979/249-3129

11-12
BELTON

Bell County
Antique Market
512/441-2828

BOWIE
Second Monday

Trade Days
940/872-1680

or 872-4180

BRENHAM
Antiques Show
979/865-5618

CARROLLTON
Santa Fe

Days on the Square
972/242-6453

11-12, 25-26
STEPHENVILLE
Chicken House

Flea Market
254/968-0888

12, 26
RICHARDSON

Community Band
Summer Series
972/673-8256

15-18
CLEBURNE

Johnson County
Sheriff's Posse
PRCA Rodeo

817/556-9910

'5i ;a 1



15-18
WEATHERFORD

Parker County
Sheriff's Posse

Frontier Days Celebration,
Livestock Show & Rodeo

888/594-3801

16
COLLEGE STATION

Lincoln Center
Juneteenth

Freedom Walk
979/764-3486

or 764-3779

ROUND TOP
Young Artist

Chamber Music Concert
979/249-3129

16-18
PLANO

Juneteenth Celebration
972/941-7250

17
COLLEGE STATION

Juneteenth
Celebration & Carnival

979/764-3486
or 764-3779

GRAND PRAIRIE
Gold Nugget Stakes

972/263-7223

TEMPLE
Grupo Lumbre

800/479-0338

17-18
DENTON

Juneteenth
Celebration

940/349-7275

GREENVILLE
Audie Murphy Days

903/450-4502

HOLLAND
Corn Festival

254/657-2587

RICHARDSON
Don Giovanni

972/744-4650

ROUND TOP
Chamber Music

Concert
979/249-3129

17-19

ELGIN
Juneteenth Festival

512/281-2477

McKINNEY
Third Monday

Trade Days
972/562-5466

or 542-7174

17-20
FARMERSVILLE
Audie Murphy
Celebration

972/784-6846
or 784-8107

17-26
RICHARDSON

Chicago
972/690-5029

17-19, 24-26
GARLAND

Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat

972/205-2790

18
BRENHAM

Juneteenth Celebration
936/873-2215

CHRIESMAN
Music Jam

979/567-0573

CLEBURNE
Juneteenth

Parade & Festival
817/641-6201

CLIFTON
Barbecue Cookoff
800/344-3720

COLLEGE STATION
Brazos County

Juneteenth Parade
979/764-3486

or 764-3779

DECATUR
Chisholm Trail Days

940/627-2741

ENNIS
Monster Truck

Madness
972/878-2641

or 878-4748

GRAND PRAIRIE
Dallas Turf Cup

972/263-7223

GREENVILLE
Mini Grand Prix
903/455-5045

LA GRANGE
Flag Day Ceremony

979/968-8701

Juneteenth
Celebration & Parade

979/247-4811

ROUND TOP
Orchestra Concert
979/249-3129

SCROGGINS
Catalpa Worm Festival

903/860-3361

STEPHENVILLE
Dairyfest

254/965-2406

19
AMMANNSVILLE

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Feast

979/743-4514
or 725-9511

ANDERSON
Juneteenth Celebration

936/873-2215

FORT WORTH
Juneteenth Celebration

817/335-1866

20
LA GRANGE

Fayette County
Country Music Opry

979/968-5117

20-Jul 3
FORT WORTH

American Paint Horse
Association

World Championship Show
817/871-8150

21-25
ELGIN

Western Days
512/285-4515

21-26
GRAND PRAIRIE

Riverdance
214/373-8000 or
972/647-5700

23-25
BOGATA
Rodeo

903/632-4280

23-26
BOWIE

Jim Bowie Days
Festival & Rodeo
940/872-0150

GRAND PRAIRIE
Bye, Bye Birdie
972/642-2787

LULING
Watermelon Thump

830/875-3214

24
ROUND TOP

Chamber Music
Concert

979/249-3129

WACO
Zoobilee

254/750-8415

24-26
CLEBURNE

South Pacific
817/558-7197

RICHARDSON
Guys & Dolls

972/233-7106

25
ALLEN

Allen USA Celebration
214/509-4811

ATHENS
Women's Triathlon
903/677-2000

BOGATA
Frontier Day

903/632-5617

BREMOND
Polski Dzien
(Polish Day)

254/746-7146

CLIFTON
Freedomfest

Fireworks
800/344-3720

DE LEON
Old Chevy Day

254/893-2083

GONZALES
Courthouse Trade Day

830/672-6532

GRANBURY
Classic Car Show
817/797-1197

ROUND TOP
Young Artist

Chamber Music Program/
Orchestra Concert
979/249-3129

WAXAHACHIE
Cow Creek Country Classic

Bike Rally
972/937-2390

25-26
DE LEON

Quilt Show
254/893-2083

ROWLETT
Festival of Freedom

972/412-6192

WACO
Drag Boat Races

254/756-6687 or
512/990-1132

26
ATHENS

Barrel Racing
903/675-6354

McKINNEY
An Old-Fashioned Fourth

972/562-8790

Living History Day
972/562-8790

27
LOCKHART

Opry
512/281-3854

30-Jul 2
TEAGUE

Rodeo
254/739-2343

GOLIAD
Kids Fishing Tournament

361/575-6366

4.5
FLORESVILLE

Back Through Time
History Trail

361/375-2558

TULETA
Back Through Time

History Trail
361/358-3267

7
THREE RIVERS
Brush Country

Music Jamboree
361/786-3334

9-12
SAN ANTONIO

Texas Folkilfe Festival
210/458-2390

11
GOLIAD

Market Day
361/645-3563

17
SAN ANTONIO
Gartenkonzert

210/222-1521

24-25
CARRIZO SPRINGS
Golf Tournament
830/570-7582

24-26
LAREDO

Miss Texas USA Pageant
956/791-9192 or
800/361-3360
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TIMELY TRAVEL TIDBITS &
TIPS FROM OUR READERS

eera

Parrots, piranhas, and poison dart ogs (above) ar
among the rainforest dwellers on view in the Texas
Aquarium's new AMAZON exhibit.

AMAZING AMAZON
IF YOU YEARN TO LEARN ABOUT THE MAG-
nificent mammals, bountiful birdlife, and exotic
fishes of the Amazon River without traveling
thousands of miles to South America, take
heart. You can view a number of the region's
creatures, such as the anaconda, the hawk-
headed parrot, the piranha, and the poison dart
frog, at the new AMAZON exhibit, which opened
March 11 at the Texas State Aquarium in
Corpus Christi.

Displayed in an area that replicates the camp
of animal smugglers, the exhibit chronicles the
diversity of the Amazon's wildlife and illustrates
the sad consequences of this billion-dollar-a-
year illegal industry that plagues the area.

The Texas State Aquarium is at 2710 N.
Shoreline Blvd.; 800/477-GULF; www.texas
stateaquarium.org.

WASP BUZZ
ON MAY 27-28, SWEETWATER'S HISTORIC
Avenger Field (317 College Dr.) hosts the First
Annual WASP Memorial Fly-In, a tribute to the
heroic World War II feats of the WASP the
Women Airforce Service Pilots (see "The Sky
Was No Limit;' Nov. 2002).

Formed in 1942, WASP piloted military air-
craft more than 60 million miles, thus freeing
their male counterparts for combat duty. The
WASP made their headquarters at Avenger

Field in 1943, and eventually ferried
some 12,650 planes of 77 types,
including B-17s. The WASP also towed
targets and flew other important mis-
sions, such as the dangerous assign-
ment of testing repaired aircraft.

Though the women operated under
the supervision of the U.S. Army Air
Force, they were considered civilians
and did not achieve military status and
benefits until 1977, some 33 years
after their deactivation in December
1944. Of the 25,000 women who
applied to enter the experimental
flight-training program, the organiza-
tion accepted 1,830, of whom 1,074
graduated. Thirty-eight of them lost
their lives in service to the nation.

State Events on May 27 include a special
reception for the WASP charter mem-
bers of the National WASP WWII

Museum, and pilots. On Saturday, May 28, the
public is invited to join festivities such as a
photo-op on the flight line with WASP and
other pilots, a patriots' parade, and an official
ceremony marking the grand opening of the
temporary headquarters of the National WASP
WWII Museum, inside a 1929 hangar. The cer-
emony concludes with a "missing WASP fly-
over." During the day, visitors can view vintage
aircraft while enjoying live music, food booths,
and a children's activity area. Call Nancy
Parrish at 254/710-7202; www.waspwwii.org.

CLASSIC CLIBURN
FANS OF CLASSICAL MUSIC FLOCK TO
Fort Worth May 20-June 5, for the 12th Van
Cliburn International Piano Competition. The
prestigious event, which occurs every four
years, spotlights the talents of today's most
promising pianists.

Named for Fort Worth native and renowned
piano virtuoso Van Cliburn, the competition
takes place in the acoustically acclaimed
Nancy Lee and Perry R. Bass Performance
Hall (4th and Calhoun). Preliminaries begin
May 20-24, semifinals take place May 26-29,
and finals occur June 1-5. During the finals,

Readers Recommend...
Note: Several of these places open for only
part of the week, or part of the day, so be
sure to call ahead before you hit the road.

DO YOU like breakfast tacos and a good
cup of coffee? Then come to Irma's in San
Juan. The service is fantastic, and they have
other things on the menu, too, of course.

NORMA McKINNEY, San Juan

Irma's is at 909 W. FM 495; 956/782-6499.

SADDLE Up Cafe near Ravenna, 10 miles
north of Bonham, serves the best onion rings
in North Texas. The very nice owners, Mavis
and Linda Sanford, also offer good catfish
and barbecue within the building's pleasant
surroundings of cedar logs and Western decor.

GLADYS STONE, Savoy

Saddle Up Cafe is at 10205 N. Texas 78;
903/583-8413.

DON'T miss lunch at Aunt Di's Kountry
Kitchen in Yorktown. It's like eating at
Grandma's. You never know what will be
cooking-it could be scrumptious gumbo or
chicken-and-dumplings-but it will be good,
and you'll leave feeling stuffed.

MARTHA WARD, Yorktown

Aunt Di's Kountry Kitchen is at 606 E. Main
St.; 361/564-2897.

WHEN visiting Houston, we love to eat at
Brian O'Neill's in Rice Village. They make the
best Monte Cristo sandwiches we have ever
eaten. The house salad is also the very best.

FRANCES AND LEN CROPLEY,
Winnipeg, Canada

Brian O'Neill's is at 5555 Morningside Dr.;
713/522-2603; www.brianoneills.com.

the six remaining pianists will perform along
with the Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra, con-
ducted by Maestro James Conlon. Medalists
will be announced at a special awards
ceremony on June 5. Call 800/462-7979;
www.cliburn.org.

Next month...Ahoy's the word as
we board some of the state's fun boat
rides, quench that summertime thirst with
fruity aguas frescas, and explore the cow-
boy culture in Stephenville. We'll stroll
through the colorful flora at San Antonio's
Botanical Garden, too. Join us!
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IF YOU KNOW OF A NOTEWORTHY LONE STAR ATTRACTION, RESTAURANT, EVENT, OR PRODUCT, WRITE OR

EMAIL: Readers Recommend, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letterso5@texashighways.
com. Space constraints prevent us from publishing every suggestion we receive. we reserve the right to edit items.
Because we're unable to check out every item in "Readers Recommend," and details can change, please call ahead for
more information. For more TexCetera items, see "Travel News" on our Web site: www.texashighways.com.



CHAEL A. MURPHY

- photographed along the Texas City Dike, seems
to be yawning and at the same time airing out his enormous throat pouch,
normally used to store the bird's catch. White pelicans scoop up fish as they
swim, and can have wingspans of up to nine feet.
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