
10 STAT ARK V"ES HE'S A AN N MISSION
Where to go to enjoy the
most scenic vistas in Texas

Visiting every Texas state
park - all 95! - in one year

Cast ycur eyes heavenward
for out-o-this-wo-ld views

A formidable mesa defines
this slice of northwest Texas
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Miles of trails await mountain bikers at
N AFranklin Mountains State Park in El Paso.

Photo by Cesar Mendez TPWD
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+ "WHEN I WAS YOUNG I COULD WALK ALONG THE CREEK
AND FEEL THE INFLUENCE OF SOMETHING THAT I COULDN'T
EXPLAIN. THERE WAS A PRESENCE OF THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE
BEEN HERE BEFORE US. THAT PRESENCE IS STILL HERE."

-MARISUE POTTS
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YES! I'd like a one-year (10 issues) subscription to Texas Parks & Wildlife
magazine, and I'll give a one-year gift subscription to the person listed below.

I'll get both subscriptions for only $20!

e H ler mny siibscw {11q : send a gift subscription to:
Name Name

The OUTDOOR MAGAZINEof TEXAS

City/State/ZIP_

Address

City/State/ZIP.

Address

E-mail

Please e-mail me new features and offers from Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.

O Check here if you are ordering one subscription only.* o Payment Enclosed o Bill Me

Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. This offer good for new U.S. orders only. *Cost if only one subscription R602SH
ordered is $12. Please list additional gifts on separate sheet of paper ($10 each).
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HAPPY 2016! It's a brand new year and a brand new look for
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine. In many ways, we are still the
same great publication that started up 74 years ago during World
War II. Throughout the decades, we've grown and matured with
the times. The wonderful design you've loved for so long? That
was so last century! Literally. Sixteen years later, it's time to break
in some new shoes, tailor up some new threads and top it all off

with a new hat.

Our new look starts at the cover with a redesigned logo that
shows our Texas pride down to the last detail. The name of the
font (lettering) for the logo is Quercus, which just happens to be
the name of the genus of our state's beloved oak trees. How cool is
that? Of course, a redesign involves a whole passel of changes, and
we've spent months trying to perfect the reading experience just
for you, our beloved readers.

While the hive has been buzzing with the look of the magazine,
we've also been busy with the editorial content. The second half
of this surprise is also aimed to please our readers. We have
declared 2016 to be the Year of State Parks at Texas Parks & Wildlife
magazine. Our first installment is Franklin Mountains State Park,
which graces our cover and is featured as our lead story. Can you
guess which iconic park will be our March selection? (A hint:
March is Texas' birthday.)

It's hard to fit so many parks into one year. Or is it? Ask Dale
Blasingame, our January/February contributor who did just that.
Read all about his journey on Page 32. Dale, who teaches social
media at Texas State University, will also help us discover these
treasures across the state with accompanying State Park Lists. This
month, we look at parks with dazzling views, as lovely as those
found at Franklin Mountains.

Don't forget to read to the very end. We've hidden a surprise there
as well: a brand-new department called Get Out! We mean that in
the nicest way - after all, life's better outside!

Louie Bond, Editor

NA Balance for
Audited Media
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AT ISSUE

CELEBRATING STATE PARKS
AS A BUNCH, THEY HELP TELL the life, history
and stories of our great state. Within their

boundaries are some of our most sacred

soils and our most scenic places. They are

tucked away in all corners of the state and
plenty of points in between. For generations,

they have served to bring families together

in settings near and far, high and low, on
the land and around the water, to make

memories and experiences aplenty.

A point worth noting is that they are yours, all of them.
I am talking, of course, about your state park system,

a collection of 95 state parks, historic sites and natural
areas that we have the privilege of stewarding on your
behalf. Suffice to say, there is much to do, discover, love
and learn amidst them. And, this year, our eminently
creative and engaging team of storytellers is going to tell
our readers all about them as we celebrate the Year of
State Parks in the pages of this magazine.

Why a whole year, you may ask? Well, as Dale Blasingame
writes so personally and so compellingly in his article
about visiting them all, "One Is Not Enough," you simply
can't do justice to the diversity and majesty of your state

parks through one, or even several, visits. From the grand
Battleship Texas that fought valiantly in two world wars
to the grandest of Texas canyons at Palo Duro to the great
Big Tree at Goose Island to the granite dome at Enchanted
Rock, all of the sites offer a unique and enriching visitor
experience that simply can't be replicated elsewhere.

Another reason is that we have much to celebrate in the
realm of your parks. During the 84th legislative session,
landmark legislation in the form of HB 158, sponsored
by Rep. Lyle Larson and Sen. Craig Estes and signed into
law by Gov. Greg Abbott, fully dedicated 94 percent of

the proceeds from the sales tax collected from the sale of
sporting goods to state and local parks. That outcome was
the result of the Herculean efforts of many dedicated park

enthusiasts over many years. The legislation offers a
measure of predictability and certainty in funding to
a park system that needs it badly.

While you are reading about the parks, I
trust you will enjoy the redesign of another
iconic feature of the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department - the magazine you are holding in
your hands! Our creative team at the magazine has
been working diligently over the last year to come
up with a new and improved look for a publication
that has served Texas' outdoor enthusiasts proudly
for more than 70 years. I hope you enjoy the latest
look as much as I do.

J. Frank Dobie famously reminded us that "Great
literature transcends its native land, but none that I
know of ignores its soil." All of us at TPWD take that
admonition to heart. We are proud to play a part in
helping to steward and share some of the best of our
home ground, for generations now and to come.

Thanks for caring about our wild things and
wild places. They need you now more than ever.

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R
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TEXAS STATE
PARKS OFFICIAL
GUIDE

Coming soon! Find your perfect state
park escape with easy access to 95
Texas State Parks. Search by activities,
overnight accommodations or other
park amenities such as RV hookups or
kayak rentals.

MY TEXAS

4 HUNT

HARVEST

This app lets you report (and share) your
harvested game animals in real-time,
and view your harvest history. Your
information will help biologists maintain
healthy game populations.

This app does not fulfill tagging requirements or replace the
harvest log on the back of the license.

OUTDOOR ANNUAL-
OuTD99R TEXAS HUNTING
ANNUAL & FISHING

REGULATIONS

Access everything you need to know-
including season dates, bag and length
limits, info on permits, stamps and
more. Plus, bonus info on places to
hunt and fish, news updates, license
sales locations, and tips.

SNAPPER

Anglers can help ensure a healthy
red snapper population by reporting
their catch to scientists with this new
app. TPWD is a proud partner with
Texas A&M University Corpus Christi
and Harte Research Institute for Gulf of
Mexico Studies.
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App StreDOWNLOAD NOW:

S""a". TPWD.TEXAS.GOV/APPS
Life's better outside:
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MAlL CALL

Send your letters to
Texas Parks CWildlife magazine,
4200 Smith School Road,
Austin, TX 78744.
We reserve the right to edit letters for
length and clarity.

0 magazine@tpwd.texas.gov

* facebook.com/tpwmagazine

® twitter.com/tpwmagazine

® instagram.com/tpwmagazine

www.tpwmagazine.com
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What a pleasure it was to get the November issue with a

ducking Lab pictured on the cover and then find an article by

the terrific Texas Ccastal Bend outdoor writer David Sikes,

followed by the piece on The BigWoods on the Trinity!
For a number of years I've made an annual visit with my Lab and a close friend to

The BigWoods to duck hunt. We've always enjoyed the "Doc McFarlane Experience"
(apologies to Jimi Hendrix) and shared a blind on occasion with Doc, his Lab and other
colorful East Texas duck hunting enthusiasts. What Dr. McFarlane has accomplished on
his property and on behalf of the Trinity River is truly amazing. The BigWoods is an
oasis for native and migratory species of all varieties. The Leopold Conservation Award
could not have found a more worthy recipient.

JOHN S. WARREN
Rock port

Re: November 2015's "A Beautiful
Insanity":

Due to Texas having a thought process of
more private land and less pubic land, my

wish is that Texas could have at least

5 million more Robert McFarlanes. It was a

beautiful article.

GUY FLETCHER

Austin

I was surprised by TPWD's decision to
publish in the November issue "Her First
Hunt."

I understand it's part of TPWD's
mission to promote the wise conservation

of natural resources. But the focus of the

article - on a young woman worrying

whether she has it in her to kill a deer,
as well as the elaborate, almost fetishistic
focus on pulling the trigger - was more
disturbing to me than it was educational.

I wonder if a more policy-oriented

article without violent imagery would do
a better job of helping TPWD achieve its
goals and serve the magazine's diverse
readership.

ELIZABETH TESSIER

Houston

I have no clue about how I began receiving
copies of your Texas Parks & Wildlife
magazine - I have subscribed to Texas
Monthly and Texas Highways for many

years - but I want to thank you for the
absolutely delightful copy of the "Good Dog"
issue (November 2015).

I was born in Austin in 1930, am a
third-generation Texan, have bought
rugs and saddle blankets from the Paint
Rock wool weavers and have lived in

many small towns in South Texas. Since
1995 I have lived "abroad" (Colorado and

Virginia), but have kept up with all things
Texan. Your splendid choice of subjects

and superb writing quicken my heart, and
make the warm spot inside me glow.

JACK D. HEACOCK

Bristol, Va.

I am 86 years old. I was really surprised
when I saw this piece ("Ready to Rock")

in Texas Parks & Wildlife's November
2015 issue. I grew up in Ballinger, a short

distance from Paint Rock. I saw the painted
rocks when I was about 8 years old.

My aunt and uncle lived in Paint Rock

for many years, a couple of city blocks
from the courthouse. I could not believe

that pictures of the old courthouse were
not included with the article. It is a
historic part of the city. My aunt and two

cousins worked at the original Lowake
Steak House for many years.

Thanks for an interesting story.

LAWANDA CRANE

Abilene

10 * TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE
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Handmade in Te xas with high
quality natural topaz and

precious met als.

www. K rkRoot Des g na .com
face bookcor/CKRDesigns
Call us! (512) 346-1780
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Find a hike near you at
texasstateparks.org/FirstDayHikes.
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Start Your Year With a Hike
LAST NEW YEAR'S DAY found me, my husband and three teenage girls bundled
up against bone-chilling cold and drizzle on a hike at Lockhart State Park. Despite
the inclement weather (or maybe because of it) we made some memories.

Take a First Day Hike and make some family memories of your own. Texas'
state parks will host First Day Hikes for the fifth time on Jan. 1, 2016. Kick off the
new year right by spending time outdoors in one of Texas' many beautiful places.

America's State Parks hosts First Day Hikes across the nation. Last year
41,000 people hiked 79,442 miles in state parks. Here in Texas, 78 parks
planned 131 events for last year's event, and plans are to match those
numbers this year.

Get a jump on everyone by starting your hike at midnight at Honey
Creek State Natural Area. Stroll along the beach at Galveston Island State
Park, tackle a mile-high trail at Davis Mountains State Park or walk in the
"Footsteps of Texians" at San Jacinto Battleground.

Hikes vary from easy to challenging, from short to hours-long. Along the
way, you will learn what makes each park special.

DEC. 27-JAN. 2:
Inspired artist; Rio Grande
rafting; Guadalupe River
trout; barn swallows.

JAN. 3-9:
Natural wasteland;
remembering D-Day;
copter crash training;
monarch roost.

JAN. 10-16:
Alligator hunt; Neches
Refuge; environmental
entertainer; state of quail.

JAN. 17-23:
El Paso trailbuilder; Yturria
Ranch wildlife; bison
rescue; Monahans sands.

JAN. 24-30
Friendly birders; back
in time at Caddo Lake;
Colorado River rising.

JAN. 31-FEB. 6:
El Paso owls; Richland
Creek water; kingfishers
on video; swim with
the fishes.

- Cynthia Pickens

FEB. 7-13:
Dinosaur tracks; outdoor
educator; fighting zebra
mussels; Gorman Falls.

FEB. 14-20:
Purple martins; oil spill
recovery team; black
bears of Black Cap.

FEB. 21-27:
Pecos pupfish; social
media outdoors; Chester's
Island bird sanctuary.

12 * TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE
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Galveston's Beaches Expand
THE POPULAR public beach along the seawall on Galveston Island has more
room for sun seekers than ever, thanks to a project using reclaimed sand from
a local waterway.

The $23 million project utilized 600,000 cubic yards of sand dredged from
the Galveston Ship Channel to create 15 blocks of additional beach last fall
along the island's seawall between 61st and 76th streets. It's a collaborative
effort between the Galveston Park Board, the City of Galveston and the Texas
General Land Office. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Galveston District,
which routinely dredges the ship channel every 18-24 months to keep it
navigable, placed the material on the beach rather than offshore this time.

"This is the single largest volume of sand ever placed on Galveston's beaches,"
says Kelly de Schaun, park board executive director. "This project is part of
a long-term strategy to build public beaches, protect community assets from
storm surges and increase property values on the island."

The work began in mid-August and was completed in November.
"This project is a great example of what can happen when city, state and

federal governments work together to accomplish a common objective," said
Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush. "Dredge material is not only a cost-
effective way to nourish a beach, it will help boost Galveston's tourism and
protect the seawall." *

Teaching With Treasure Chests
WANT TO TEACH young people
about the natural world around them?
There's nothing better than atreasure
chest (aka loaner trunks) filled with
fascinating items to help you capture
their attention.

Imagine how much your students
would love to see a real taxidermied
bat at Halloween, along with bat books,
DVDs and posters. There's a loaner
trunk for that (it's popular, so request it
early). Perhaps your urban Scout troop

Passport to Texas is your guide to the great
Texas outdoors. Any time you tune in, you'll
remember why you love Texas.
Go to www.passporttotexas.org
to find a station near you that airs
the series. soA1

would enjoy touching real pelts and
skulls and viewing replicas of animal
tracks and scat they might find in their
neighborhood. There are loaner trunks
for that, too.

Formal and informal educators
and youth leaders may borrow TPWD
loaner trunks (at Austin headquarters
and some field locations) free of
charge. Each trunk contains activities
and materials appropriate for multiple
age groups; information about them
can be found on the TPWD website
(http://bit.ly/1GTzb9B).

New this year is a companion Web
page (http://bit.y/1NZXDpe) listing
loanertrunks available across the state
from our partners like the Amarillo Zoo
and the Chihuahuan Desert Nature
Center. Some even come with a real-life
presenter. Sign up for yours today! *

v -4
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WILD THING
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i- COMMON NAME
North Americon porcupine

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Erethizon dorsotum

HABITAT
Rocky nooks and boulders;
found mostly in the
western holf of Texas

DIET
Leaves, roots, stems, berries,

conifer needles, tree bark
and other vegetation

DID YOU KNOW?
A typical porcupine has

about 30,000 quills

PRICKLE PIG
Like their fearsome quills,
porcupines' range is spreading.

BY ERINKEDZIE

IF WE TOOK the etymological

route and traced back to

the 1400s, we'd call him a

"prickle pig." Centuries later,
we combined the Latin word

porcus, meaning pig, with spina,
meaning spine, to name our

modern-day porcupine, the keen

and briery resident of mostly

northern and western Texas.

In recent years, however, a number of

Central Texas residents have reported

porcupine sightings around San Antonio

and Austin. Considering their increased
spread across the state, outdoors writer

Mike Leggett proposes that porcupines
become our "state rodent."

Should you find one on your
neighborhood boulevard or padding
its way through the backyard, here are

some things to know.
Porcupines won't always be found

waddling through the brush. They

14 * TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE

0

a

m
0F
0
a



prefer rocky nooks and boulders, but
they also do well at navigating pine
and other trees. You may have to look
up to spot the skilled climbers, though
they weigh up to 30 pounds and are the
second-largest rodent species in North
America (after beavers).

As members of the order Rodentia,
porcupines are endowed with
prominent incisors, used to pierce
through to the inner bark of trees
(when they aren't foraging through
ground-level shrubbery).

Porcupines are not an aggressive

species, but they are drawn to us.
Led by their strong sense of smell,
porcupines can be attracted to your
musty, hand-rubbed canoe paddles or
to backpack straps that absorbed sweat
from your shoulders. Anything with
the salty tang of perspiration acts as a
porcupine magnet.

If you find a porcupine parading
around, there's no need to panic.
Despite the popular notion that
Erethizon dorsotum will propel its dorsal
spears into your nose from a yard away,
a porcupine isn't much of an assailant.
Something (or somebody) has to first
make contact with the rodent before
its barbed hairs can loosen from their
follicles and spear the opposing party.

If a porcupine feels threatened, he
will bristle to make his quills stand
erect and swat with his tail in defense.
Respect this gesture

Appreciate the porcupine from a
safe distance and listen for its old-man
grumble as it walks by. *
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ard from and or lake. A number of local aides will get
-c d pesOaal to these very social winter visitors

From all o spring, the waters of 22,000 acre Lake Conroe

.nehome to tespe, at Vc as Bald Eagle and Osprey with Red-

breasted Nuthatch and friends taking up residence on shores.

.. CONROE
CONVENTION& VISITORS BUREAU

. 1-877-426-6763

PlayinConrOe. COm
Ord r y ur ird ng& Visitors G uides today. VisitCofroe
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Fraternal Life Insurance
Insuring a better future
for Texans at all stages

of life since 1861.
- WHOLE LIFE

- TERM LIFE

- ANNUITIES

Adventure Challenge and Climbing are just two
of the exciting activities offered at

Hermann Sons Youth Camp in Comfort!
Call today for information on our camp, a benefit for

policyholder/members ages 9-13.

800-234-4124
www.hermannsons.org." Facebook
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UNDER THE SPREADING OAK
Majestic live oaks shift shapes to fit the
local landscape BY DYANNE FRY CORTEZ

IF YOU'VE SPENT any time at all in Texas, you have no doubt rested

in the shade of a live oak tree.
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www. KirkRootDesigns. com
facebook, com/CKRDesigns
Call us! (512) 346-1780

Live oaks like it here. They are found
in a wide range of natural ard built
environments. They can take different
forms depending on circumstances and

the age of the tree.
We see them on the coastal plains, bent

and twisted by relentless sea breezes; in
southern forests draped in Spanish moss;

or as dignified street trees lir ing Houston
sidewalks. On upland plateaus, live oaks
may appear in shrubty clumps called
mottes. We often see a big oak standing
alone in a pasture, or perhaps a grove of
three or four, offering shade for livestock

on hot, sunny days.
Many an old farmhouse has a huge,

spreading live oak nearby wi-h a swing
hung from a sturdy lirb. Sometimes the
swing isn't needed.

Massive branches may swoop down

to touch the ground, providirg a friendly
place to sit and contemplate the beauty of

a magnificent tree.

Live oaks fill the pages of the book
Famous Trees of Texas. The authors note
that readers "might get the impression

that most Famous Trees in Texas are live
oaks" and go on to ask: "Could it really be
that the most noteworthy events in the
history of Texas just happened to occur
within sight of just live oaks?" Well, yes.

Regardless of shape and size, live oaks
have furrowed bark, dark brown acorns
and an unusual habit of retaining green
leaves all winter. If you see an oak with
green leaves in January, chances are it's a

live oak.
Until recently, all live oaks in Texas

were considered variants of one species,
Quercus virginiana. Today, the escarpment
or plateau live oak (Q. fusiformis) is
recognized as a distinct species native to

Texas, Oklahoma, and the Mexican states

of Coahuila and Chihuahua. Q. virginiana,

16 * TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE



COMMON NAME
Live oak

SCIENTIFIC NAMES
Quercus virginiana

- Quercus fusiformis

SIZE
Up to 50 feet toll

REGION
Coastal plains,
Central Texas

a oaks, the Big Tree at Goose
Mand State Park has a main
runk that measures 35 feet in
rcumference and a crown spread

n ensuring 89 feet across.

sometimes referred to as the southern or
coastal live oak, is found in coastal regions
from Texas to Virginia.

Live oak leaves are small and roughly
elliptical in shape, lacking the lobed or
toothed edges found on leaves of many
other oaks. Live oak leaves are one to
three inches long, shiny green on top,
with afirm texture. The leaf edge may
have a few small points, especially on
young branches, or it may be smooth all
the way around.

Although leaves aren't shed in autumn,
they do eventually turn brown and fall
off. This happens in spring, usually around
mid-March. New leaves emerge at the
same time. In a typical cycle, the tree
never goes bare. Live oaks are considered

"evergreen" in the nursery trade.
Flowers also appear in spring, with

male flowers in catkins that shed yellow
pollen. Acorns mature in fall, providing an
important food source for deer and other
wildlife. Both species produce nuts an inch
long or less, with caps covering one-fourth
to one-half of the nut. Acorns of
Q. fusiformis have a slightly different
shape, tapered at both ends.

Live oaks of both species can live a long
time and grow extremely large. The Big
Tree at Goose Island State Park, our state
champion coastal live oak, has a main
trunk more than 35 feet around and a
crown spread of 89 feet. It's believed to be
more than 1,000 years old. *

Livestock
Show axu Rodeo

Join us in 2016 for the

Ranching & Wildlife activities.

March 1-5, 2016

NRG Center, East End, Second Floor

Friday, March 4, 2016 2 p.m.

NRG Center, Main Club

For more information, visit rodeohouston.com.

2016 Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo: March 1 - 20
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PICTURE THIS

PRIME TIME
lenses are better than ever,
old standby: the prime lens.

ONCE UPON A TIME, almost every

new 35mm SLR camera came with an

interchangeable 50mm prime lens. The

50mm lens (often called the "Nifty Fifty")
was common because its focal length

approximated the angle and perspective
viewed by the human eye; it was neither

wide angle nor telephoto and was

commonly referred to as a "normal" lens.

Three of the sharp zoom
lenses (below) Canon offers
to cover everything from
extremely wide to telephoto.
Many of the newer prime
lenses include image
stabilizotion..p

This lens followed the legacy of most other camera lenses
designed throughoutthe years in that it was limited to a single
focal length, hence its designation as a "prime" lens. Other prime
lenses of varying focal lengths - wide angle or telephoto - were
designed to meet individual shooting needs such as landscape
or portrait photography. The relative simplicity of their single-
focal-length design meant that they could be produced relatively
inexpensively and be small in size, yet retain excellent optical
quality. Unfortunately, it also meant that the photographer had to
carry several lenses to cover all of the focal lengths needed for a
particular shoot.

Enter the zoom lens. As the art of optical design left the slide-
rule era and entered the computer age, lensmakers were able

to apply complex formulas to multiple lens elements that could

be shifted within the lens barrel, allowing a photographer to
enjoy several focal lengths from one lens. Although rudimentary
incarnations of zoom lenses had been developed in the early
1900s and gained popularity in the movie industry of the 1930s,
the commercial viability of zooms that could produce a "quality"
image began only in the 1970s. In those pre-computer days,
the optical formulas required of the many elements in typical

zoom were less than stellar, leading to an assortment of color
aberrations and lens distortions. Even well into the '80s, many
professional photographers would shy away from a zoom,
considering it inferior.

Boy, times have changed! Thanks to modern computer lens
design, it's safe to say that most of the zoom lenses on the market

today can match or exceed the sharpness and color quality of
most prime lenses, especially the older models. With camera
makers providing many options of zoom ranges - everything
from super-wide to telephoto - the photographer is not
limited to afixed focal length and can shoot more creatively
and spontaneously, and also carry less weight in a camera
bag. In addition, many of the longer zooms incorporate image
stabilization for even sharper images.
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An early Nikon manual-focusing
50mm f/1.4 lens (right) and its
modern counterpart, which offers
auto-focus and the newest lens
coatings for better light and color
transmission. 1

But what about our old friend - the
venerable prime lens? Well, it turns out
that the same science that has given us
superb zooms has also created a whole
new stable of extremely sharp primes.
In fact, due to their inherent speed
and sharpness, there's a resurgence in
the popularity of prime lenses in the
photographic community. There's also
an educational byproduct to using a
prime lens, especially with a simple
(preferably with manual settings) SLR.
With this setup, new photographers
can concentrate on basics like
composition and exposure, without being
overwhelmed by the whistles and bells of
many newer cameras.

Personally, I enjoy using the basic
50mm f/1.4 lens for shooting in situations
that require a very shallow depth of field
or for shooting in very low light where
the faster lens speed is needed. The same
can be said for my good old 100mm f/2.8
macro lens, my go-to lens for portraits
where a shallow depth of field is desired.

This might be the perfect time to go
through the closet and dust off those old
single focal-length lenses and put them to
use. In fact, it's prime time! *

T Other lensmakers such as

Tamron, Sigma, Tokina and Zeiss
also make full lines of high-quality
primes and zooms with mounts to

fit almost any camera.

Cal0' EOS 7D Mark II

- 10 FPS
- Full HD Video
- Hi ISO for low

light shots

300mm 400mm 600mm
2.3 Lens 2.8 Lens 4.OL Lens

-TfwerShot SX60

- 65x Optical Zoom
- 16.1MP Sensor
- Fill HD 60p Video
- Wifi & NFC

t PRECISION
.. CAMERA &VIDEO
www.precision-camera.com
2438 W. Anderson Lane - Austin, Tx 78757

(512) 467-7676
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AS YOU SAVOR the satisfaction of the close of another hunting season, don't get roo relaxed. It's already
time to start planning ahead - next year's success hinges on this year's post-season scouting.

During the post-season, you can freely move about. As you scout your area, patterns will emerge that you

may have missed during the hunt. All of last season's signs are still readily evident: rubs and scrapes, feeding

and bedding areas, major runways and escape routes. Early spring brings shed andle-s to indicate which

bucks made it through the winter, valuable information that allows you to target specific ones next time.

Here are important factors to keep in mind during your post-season scouting.

_44
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' AN WA F' ,, Search
out food sources, but not
just the most obvious

agricultural sources and feeders. Many
deer, including the most skittish bucks,
rely heavily on natural sources, too.
Grapes, pokeweed berries, persimmons
and acorns (especially white oak) are
great high-energy foods that sustain
deer during the rut and help add body
fat in preparation for winter. Locate
these sources and know when they
drop or ripen, and you'll have a leg up
on other hunters. If there are water

sources where you hunt, look for easy

access points and locate trails leading
to and from them.

* BES. Bedding areas are
also a critical piece of the
whitetail puzzle. Deer in

-igh-pressure areas spend a great deal
Dftime in and near bedding areas.

-ocate beds in thick, inaccessible spots
relatively near food sources. You know
you've found a doe bedding area when
you find multiple oval depressions of
varying sizes, indicating a family group.
Buck beds are solitary, away from other

deer, and in thick, nasty cover. Wily
bucks may bed in tiny oak mottes that
you would least suspect. Bedding areas
can be great places to find shed antlers,
too. Deer often stretch and shake upon
standing many times, that movement
will deta:h a loose antler.
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FUNNELS. While scouting,
look for funnels - areas

where either terrain or
vegetation restrict deer movement
into a narrow area. These can prove to
be hot spots for hunting, especially if
they connect bedding areas and prime

feeding areas. These travel routes will
often also contain rubs and scrapes.

RUBS. Bucks will leave
marks when they rub their
antlers on small trees. These

rubs are a clear sign of a travel lane.
Many times, rubs will be found in a line
adjacent to trails. Take note of which
side of the tree the rubs are found and
you'll be able to piece together the
direction of travel. These travel routes
may be used by deer year after year.

* MM : Scrapes are oval
depressions bucks create by
pawing up the soil and then

urinating in the depression. They are
signposts left to advertise dominance.
Bucks leave additional scent markings
on overhanging branches using glands
around their eyes and forehead.

9 ACCESS. Take the time to
0 choose routes into and out

0 of your new prime hunting
areas. In choosing your access routes,
consider wind direction and cover and
how you'll utilize those factors to get to
and from your stand area in the dark.

;00141 RELf SULELY ON
YOUR MEMORY - RECORD
YOUR OBSERVATIONS. This

can be done in a variety of ways: the
old-fashioned way using a journal with
sketches and hand-drawn maps, or
electronically on your smartphone with
digital maps, coordinates and notes.

Knowledge of all these signs considered
as a whole will allow you to greatly

enhance your understanding of deer
behavior and improve your chance
of success. Often, the best predictor
of hunting success is hard work and
preparation. Make your own luck by
starting in the post-season. *

January 15-17, 2016 9 Houston Safari Club
Convention & Worldwide Hunting xpo
Do Woodlands Waterway Marriatt Hotel & Con-iention Cente
houstonsafaricluborg " 713.623.8344
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Folks commonly call a place "nothing more than a wide spot in the road"
with the intent to disparage it, the words implying that little happens
there, no need to stop. Marathon, just east of Alpine and north of Big
Bend National Park, physically resembles little more than a wide spot on

U.S. Highway 90, but plenty goes on here to make it worth lingering.

Back in 1879, a settlement formed around a federal
Army post near Pena Colorado Springs, a few miles
southwest of here. The railroad came through the
current location in 1882, and railroad surveyor Albion
E. Shepard bought land, established Iron Mountain
Ranch and applied for a post office. When that post
office opened in 1883, Shepard named the town
Marathon because its terrain reminded tie former

sea captain of Marathon, Greece.
With the railroad, Marathon became a shipping

and supply point for area ranchers. Brewster County,
previously part of Presidio County, was created in
1887, and it became the largest county in Texas.

In 1911, the Mexican Revolution and raids from
across the Rio Grande brought U.S. Army troops
to Marathon, first under Capt. Douglas MacArthur
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and then Lt. George S. Patton (you
may have heard of them). By 1914,
in addition to Shepard's post office,
the town boasted a rubber company,
a hotel, four cattle breeders, three
general stores, a bank, a telephone
company and a pool hall.

Today, a post office and bank

remain, along with a handful of
restaurants, several shops, a grocery

FEATURED AT'
(LEFT - RIGHT"
* Gage Hotel

* Evans Gallery

* Fort Davis National Historic Site

My sister Laura and I checked into
a rustic-themed room in Los Portales
- cowhides on the floor, weathered
wooden doors from Mexico, leather
art on the walls. These rooms, across
a courtyard and the pool area from the
main building, face a lushly landscaped
courtyard with a splashing fountain.

We strolled next door for lunch
at Johnny B's Old Fashioned Soda
Fountain, which is just what its
name says. We had a fried catfish
burger and a regular burger, and
looked somewhat lustfully at the
thick milkshakes the couple at the
next table ordered. One-dollar bills
line the wall of the small dining
room, several thousand in all, most of
them festooned with notes as to their

x ,v

store, bed-and-breakfasts and a couple
of hotels. Alfred Gage, founder of
the largest cattle ranching operation
in the Trans-Pecos, opened one of
the hotels in 1927, a Mission-style
structure designed by El Paso architect
Henry Trost. (Trost also designed the
Hotel Paisano in Marfa, Holland Hotel
in Alpine and El Capitan in Van Horn.)
Houston oilman J.P. Bryan purchased
the building in the late 1970s; as
a former appointee to the Texas
Historical Commission, he recognized
the hotel's historic and architectural
significance and began restoring it.
Today, the Gage forms its own little
town-within-the-town, with its
rooms spreading across a complex
including the original historic
building; Los Portales, a pueblo-style
wing built with adobe bricks made
right here in Marathon; Shepard's
circa-1890 home and carriage house;
and three restored casitas.

origins - all over Texas and as far
away as France and Russia. It made
for interesting lunchtime reading.

We then visited The French Co.
Grocer, the latest incarnation of
what has been a grocery store here (a
block off the main road) since 1980.
Current owner and former Austin
interior designer Marci Roberts stocks
an eclectic selection of merchandise:
groceries, fresh produce, kitchen
supplies and essential camping
gear, appropriate given the town's
proximity to Big Bend National Park.
Roberts also sells Desert Critter Wear
- T-shirts, camisoles and pillowcases
she creates bearing images of local
residents such as horned toads,
rattlesnakes, javelinas and tarantulas.

The images are photographs by
James Evans, who has an art gallery
on Highway 90, two doors down
from Johnny B's. Evans displays
the art of George Zupp, Joe Vancho
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The Morothor: Motel features an adobe-walled, landscaped
courtyrd anc a star-viewing Skjpark. The motel hosts
s:crgozing on most clear nights, taking advantage of
Mcrothon's irrpressive darkness.

and Paul Wiggins, along with his
own photographs and books. A
handwritten note on the door bearing
a phone number advises would-be
shoppers to call if the shop is closed,
as Evans lives just across the road.

We ended the day stargazing at
the Marathon Motel, built in 1940,
renovated by John and Mary Hoover
in the 1990s and purchased by former
Austinite Daniel Self in 2000. Self
added an adobe-walled, landscaped
courtyard to the property. He also
added the Skypark, a pad with a
24-inch Dobsonian telescope donated
by the McDonald Observatory, situated
behind barriers that keep cabin or car
lights from intruding on the darkness.
An impressive darkness it is, thanks
to Marathon's location in an ancient
seabed encircled by mountains, its
elevation of more than 4,000 feet and
only 430 or so full-time residents to
turn on outside lights.

"To get any darker, you'd have to
go to space," Self says. I can't verify
that, but in images of the Earth at
night taken from the International

Space Station, the Marathon and Big
Bend area lie within an obvious dark
patch among brightly lit cities and
towns. Self hosts stargazing here on
most clear nights, and those in the
mood for more can make the 71-mile
drive to the McDonald Observatory
just outside Fort Davis. The
University of Texas facility offers
daytime tours and solar viewing as
well as nighttime star parties every
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday.

The next morning, we had a
leisurely breakfast at Marathon Coffee
Shop, just across the street from Los
Portales. This former gas station offers
a full breakfast and lunch menu along
with specialty coffees and goods from
guest bakers, as well as live music on a
regular basis. It also sells area-themed

postcards and photo cards, jewelry
from local artists, a few books and local

honey. We ate at the outdoor tables,
which were shaded by the old gas
pump awning, sheltered behind native
landscaping and filled with both locals
and tourists (easy to tell apart).

Post Road intersects Highway 90
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at the corner just east of the Gage
and runs five miles to the former
cavalry post, now Post Park. This
nearly deserted scenic road is ideal
for running, walking and biking, and
luckily for us, the Gage rents mountain
bikes. At the park, we sat beneath tall
cottonwood trees lining a pool formed

by spring water that collects behind a
dam built in the 1930s by the Works
Progress Administration. One of the
few springs in this region, the water
attracts not only humans, but an
impressive variety of birds.

On the way back, we explored
Gage Gardens, a few blocks down
and across the tracks from the hotel.
A crushed-glass trail winds beneath
shade trees and past a cow sculpture,
an herb garden, a gazebo, a variety
of native plants, a vineyard and
greenhouse, a dog-friendly open area
(the Gage has pet-friendly rooms)
with a one-mile trail and a pond,
a putting green, a fire pit and an
orchard, where a sign urges visitors
not to take more fruit than can be
eaten on the spot.

The hotel also features a game lot,
behind Los Portales, that includes
sand volleyball, bocce ball, croquet,
horseshoes and a shaded pavilion for
spectators. We opted instead to relax
at the pool for a while before dinner
at the hotel restaurant, the 12 Gage.
Its menu changes seasonally and
features locally sourced wild game,
beef and fowl as well as vegetables
and herbs from the Gage Garden. I
had a tasty Iron Mountain chicken-
fried steak with roasted jalapeno
gravy, while Laura ordered rich
escargot in red-wine garlic butter.

The adjacent White Buffalo Bar
claims to have the best margaritas in
Texas, so we stopped in to test the
claim (it may be true). The bartender
said the secret is fresh-squeezed lime
juice. The bar's outdoor patio buzzed
with activity, including a couple from
Belgium and a large party celebrating
a wedding. Nothing dull about this
wide spot in the road.

The next day, we took advantage
of nearby hiking in Davis Mountains
State Park and the Chihuahuan

morothontexos.net

(432) 386-4205, gogehotel com

5DA FOUNTiM
(432) 386-4233

(432) 386-4352

(432) 386-4522, frenchcogrocer.com

wwwjcmeshevons.com

(432) 386-4241, morothonmoteL com

Desert Nature Center. My longtime
favorite route in the state park runs
from its scenic overlook to Fort
Davis National Historic Site, a bit
less than four miles round-trip. This
hike offers plenty of photo-worthy
views and has two options - one
route that descends into Hospital
Canyon and another that switches
back through striking hoodoos, rock
chimneys created by erosion.

At the Chihuahuan Desert Nature
Center, the 1.75-mile Modesta Canyon
Trail descends into a 200-foot-deep
canyon formed at the contact point
between two different volcanic
formations, the Sleeping Lion and
the Weston. Pinyon pine, Mexican
buckeye, madrone and mountain
laurel trees grow in the spring-fed
canyon, a striking contrast to the
surrounding desert. The trail also
traverses high hillsides with miles-
long views.

Much more hiking can be had
at Big Bend, only 40 miles from
Marathon - indeed, for many people,
the town serves as a stopover on
the way to the park. But Big Bend's
massive size really demands its own
three (or more) days, and besides, we
found plenty to occupy us right here
on this nice, wide spot in the road. *

Austin writer Melissa Gaskill never passes up
a chance to head out to West Texas.

GET TOGETHER
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THE YEAR OF STATE PARKS:

Candy-striped roadcuts and
lava-bubble caves offer
geological whimsy and
breathtaking vistas
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of geologic history.
The trip starts at the bottom with

Red Bluff granite, molten magma that
crystallized a billion years ago. Above
that granite lies Bliss sandstone,
made of sand and creatures from a
sea covering the area 550 million
years ago, and above the sandstone,
alternating layers of limestone, some
900 feet thick. At the top we see
dolomite, or magnesium limestone,
also left behind by a tropical sea.

Higher parts of the Franklin
range contain a 5,000-foot-thick
layer of Precambrian rock perhaps
1.26 billion years old, according
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FRANKLIN MOUNTAINS
STATE PARK

1331 McKelligon Canyon Road

El Paso 79930

$5 per adult.

Open Fri-Sun only.

$8 per person

ages 13 and older.

$4 per person

under age 12.

915-566-6441

tpwd.texas.gov/

franklinmountains

THE BRIGHT ORANGE
CAR swayed slightly on
a thick cable as it rose

up the slope of 5,632-foot
Ranger Peak carrying a

park employee, two tourists

and me. Cars on the Wyler

Aerial Tramway in the

Franklin Mountains near El

Paso make a four-minute

trip past 600 million years
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to University of Texas at El Paso
geologist David LeMone. The
Precambrian era spans about 88
percent of all geologic time, from the
formation of Earth some 4.5 billion
years ago up to the Cambrian Period,
which began about 541 million years
ago. When the El Paso area faulted
20 million years or so ago, it lifted
and tilted these layers of ancient
rock to form the mountain range.

Today, Franklin Mountains State
Park encompasses 26,627 acres (40
square miles) and the Tramway
another 195 acres, almost the
entirety of the mountain range, all

of which falls within El Paso's city
limits. Welcome to the largest urban
wilderness park in the continental
United States and home to some of
our oldest rocks.

The tram makes it easy to survey
this fascinating geology, but the
park offers other ways, including
driving Transmountain Road. The
highway slices 7.5 miles through the
mountain range from U.S. Highway
54 to Interstate 10, creating the best
and most diverse roadside exposures
of Precambrian rock in Texas. As I
drove from east to west, its layers
were visible like candy stripes on

the roadcuts.
I found hiking the best way to

get up close and personal with
all that cool rock, as well as to
encounter desert plants and animals
and experience stunning views
seemingly around every corner.
More than 100 miles of trails cover
the park, many of them remote and
rugged. Access points can be found
on all sides: McKelligon Canyon and
Chuck Henrich Park on the east; New
Mexico Highway 404 on the north;
Transmountain Road; Arroyo Park,
Palisades Canyon and the Tramway
to the south; and the Tom Mays Unit
and Redd Road area on the west.

"One unique thing about this
park is that you have access from
anywhere in El Paso within about 30
minutes," says park ranger Adrianna
Weickhardt. "Many people have the
park in their backyard."

Weickhardt considers the North
Franklin Peak and Ron Coleman
trails to be the park's most epic
paths. Ron Coleman runs only 3.8
miles from McKelligon Canyon
(the recommended start point) to
the Smuggler's Pass parking lot on
Transmountain Road, but it's rugged
and steep, with 1,750 feet in elevation
change. Midway through, you have to
surmount a steep section using four
sections of chains.

Hikes to North Franklin Peak, the
range's highest at 7,192 feet above
sea level, start at Agave Loop in Tom
Mays and follow Mundy's Gap to the
North Franklin Peak Trail and 2,180
feet up to the windswept peak. A hike
and bike trail map from GeoBetty
and a Ron Coleman Trail map from
TPWD are available at the McKelligon
Canyon headquarters facility.

This page: The Cottonwood Springs Trail takes
hikers into a lush canyon, where elevation
changes and gravelly terrain add difficulty to
the hike. Opposite page (from top): Hiking
and camping are popular activities in the park.
A collared lizard makes its way across the
desert terrain. Sotol, yucca and other desert
plants cover the hillsides at Mundy's Gap.
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After my Transmountain Road
traverse, I pulled into the Tom Mays
Unit for an easy, family-friendly
walk along the Nature Trail. I passed
a variety of yucca and ocotillo
and several of the largest barrel
cactus I'd ever seen, and spotted a
colorful greater earless lizard. A bird
blind offers frequent sightings of
black-chinned, rufous and calliope
hummingbirds, along with black-
throated sparrows and house finches.

Cottonwood Springs Trail. Tin Mine,
the remains of the only tin mining
operation in the continental U.S.
(active from 1910-15), is about a six-
mile round-trip hike, and you'll need a
light to explore the two old mine shaft
entrances. Park rangers offer regular
guided hikes, including those for dog
owners, women and fitness buffs, and
the park's plan to add backcountry
camping will make these mountains
even more of a hiker's paradise.

S 4

3 e:i P

I rouna hiking the best way to geL u

nerprnal with all that moel roe as well as to

encounter desert plants and animals and experience
stunning views seemingly around every corner.

I also flushed a number of Gambel's
quail and spotted several hawks
circling above on my hikes.

Upping the ante, I headed for the
Aztec Caves, a hike of about half a
mile each way and a 500-foot climb.
Early El Pasoans found bones and
artifacts inside these caves - which
are believed to have begun as giant
air pockets in ancient lava flows -
and bestowed the inaccurate name
(Aztecs lived in central Mexico).
I soaked up a wide vista from the
mouth of the larger cave, which has
two high chambers (those were some
big bubbles) and rested in the shade at
the mouth of the smaller one. Along
the way, I saw hummingbirds, lizards,
butterflies and a ground squirrel.

For my last trek, I chose
Cottonwood Springs. Chokecherry and
cottonwood trees surround this desert
spring and attract a wealth of birds.
While only about two miles round-
trip, this hike has elevation changes
and loose scree (gravelly terrain) that
make it a bit challenging.

Other unique hiking opportunities
abound at the park, including periodic
guided mine tours on the West

Mountain bikers can access six
loop trails from the Tom Mays Unit,
ranging from 6.2 to 15.5 miles in
length, most of them demanding a
fair amount of experience. In total,
more than 80 miles of park trails are
open to biking as well as hiking.

In addition to its fascinating
ancient geological history, this area
boasts a rich human one. The city of
El Paso sits in a narrow gap between
the Sierra de Juarez to the south and
the Franklin Mountains on the north
where the El Camino Real de Tierra
Adentro wagon trail crossed the Rio
Grande. Native Americans occupied
this area for more than 12,000 years,
and Spanish conquistadors first
passed through in the 1580s. In the
four centuries since then, soldiers,
priests, traders, adventurers, gold-
seekers, entrepreneurs and ordinary
citizens have navigated the gap.

On my hikes, I became just one
more in a long line of humans
leaving their footprints on these
ancient rocks. *

Melissa Gaskill of Austin is writing all 70 cover
stories for the Year of State Parks series.
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O WYLER AERIAL TRAMWAY
If you're impressed by the Franklin
Mountains, why not go to the top?
Gondolas and a really sturdy cable
will take you on a 2,600-foot ride
up the east side cf the mountains to
Ranger Peak, where you will have a
360-degree view of three states and
two countries.

o DAVIS MOUNTAINS
The hike or drive along Skyline Drive
leads you to the best views of the
town of Fort Davis and the park itself,
including the beautiful Indian Lodge.
The state park is also only 12 miles
away from the McDonald Observatory,
where star parties provide views of a
more celestial nature.
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o BIG BEND RANCH 4%
Whether you choose to stick to the
paved roads of FM 170 or venture onto
the unpaved roads in the interior of the
park, you can't go wrong with these
views. Make sure to check out the
views from FM 170's Big Hill and the
rock formations along the Rio Grande.

G PALO DURO CANYON 4
This is my personal favorite park, and
no view in Texas beats the scene from
the Lighthouse at the end of a 3-mile
hike. No worries, though, if you're not
into strenuous activity. You can check
out Palo Duro's beauty from an overlook
at the visitors center parking lot.

O LOST MAPLES
For a look at leaves changing color,
hiking in Lost Maples during the
fall is a must-do for any Texan. The
best view in the park is at the scenic
overlook along the East Trail, where
you get a bird's-eye view of the
spectacular maple trees.

o ATLANTA
I took a lunch and parked my car
along the shore of Wright Patman
Lake, enjoying how the waves gently
rolled in against the trees. The drive
into the park was just as pretty, with
miles of towering trees shading parts
of the road.



+ CAPROCK CANYONS
If you're lucky, you'll get tc witness the

beautiful scenery of the Caprock with a

special guest, a bison. Caprock Canyons
is the home of the state bison herd,
which adds to the majesty of this park.
My favorite spot to stop and breathe in

the view is just before you reach the

Wild Horse Camping Area.

+ Q GARNER
The view from the Old Baldy summit is

a special cne, especially after the leaves

change color in the fall. There's no

better spot to catch the cypress-lined
Frio River and the miles of land around

it. Likewise, the view of Old Baldy from

the Painted Rock area is also worth
your time.

0
- 0

0 MONUMENT HILL 4
Monument Hill is home to perhaps the
most underrated view in all of Texas.

The trail from the visitors center
features two fantastic overlooks: one
looking down on the ruins of the old

Kreische Brewery and the other over
the Colorado River, with views of the
rail bridge headed into La Grange.

o ENCHANTED ROCK ->
Perhaps the most popular view in all of Texas is

from the top of Enchanted Rock, in the granite

Llano Uplift near Fredericksburg. The climb to the
top, three-quarters of a mile, is challenging, but

the view is worth it. Make sure to get there early
during peak season to beat the crowds.
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STATE PARK ENTHUSIAST
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It's a simple, two-word question.

And it's all that was going

through my head one Saturday

morning about a year and a half

ago. Those two words prompted

this university instructor's

journey to see all 95 Texas state

parks in 365 days.
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TOP ROW. Abilene; Tyler; Balmorhea

2ND ROW: Bonham; Guadalupe River;

Eisenhower; Caddo Lake

3RD ROW: Devils River; Buescher;
Pedernales Falls

4TH ROW: Atlanta; Big Bend; Huntsville

LAST ROW: Copper Breaks; San Angelo;
Seminole Canyon; Lake Brownwood
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I had just returned from a spur-of-the-moment, solo
road trip to Montana, Yellowstone, Grand Teton and the
Rockies, and the vacation blues hit as soon as I got home.
I was sitting there in my apartment, hundreds of miles
from the mountains. I thought I'd never get to see a
waterfall again in my life. I didn't know where to turn.

That's when a friend had a good idea.
"Why don't you go see some of the stuff around

Austin? You always said you wanted to go to Hamilton
Pool, didn't you?"

She was right. About an hour later, I pulled up to a line
that I would soon learn was about three hours long. It
seems that a bunch of other people had the same good idea
that day. The woman at the gate had an apologetic tone
that made me believe she had been dealing with angry
people all day. But I wasn't angry; I just wanted to spend
some time outside.

"If you're just looking to be outside and see stuff,
Pedernales Falls State Park is right down the road,"
she suggested.

The trip was all of 20 miles. I did manage to get lost,
but my directional skills have improved greatly since
then. The park rangers at Pedernales Falls sold me on the
Texas State Parks Pass as soon as I walked in the door. My
addictive personality took over from there.

"I could do them all!" I thought. "How many of them are
there? 95? That's doable. A year should be enough time."

PICTURED (CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT)

Lake Tawakoni; Dinosaur Valley; Fort Boggy; Gorman Falls/
Colorado Bend; Monahans Sandhills; Honey Creek; Galveston Island

a,

#2

As a former TV news producer, I'm fueled by deadlines.
They keep me focused. So setting a goal of seeing a new
park every 3.8 days, while ridiculous, wasn't as unrealistic
to me as it may seem to some. It's just kind of how my
brain works.

So Pedernales Falls State Park was park No. 1 for me. I
had 364 days to knock out the other 94. It was as simple
as that. Or so I thought! But then, things rarely turn out as
we plan, right?

Now that I've finished the journey, I routinely get asked
these three questions: How did I do it? Which park was
my favorite? What did I learn along the way?

HOW DID 100 IT?
There was planning that went into this - but not a ton.

Really, the planning process mostly consisted of reading. I
relied heavily on the Texas State Park Guide. Whenever I
had a free minute, I looked to see which parks were close
to others.

On a Saturday or Sunday (and sometimes both), I would
hit the road. Some days I would see only one park. Other
days I traveled from New Braunfels to Dallas to Houston
and back to see six parks along the way. It just depended
on where the wind took me. I took different routes down
to the Rio Grande Valley to see my parents (New Braunfels
to Goliad to Rockport to Harlingen). I took different ways
home from the Rio Grande Valley after seeing my parents
(Harlingen to Zapata to Laredo to San Antonio).

I persuaded a co-worker with a Jeep to join me at Devils
River. (My Prius is no match for the bumpy, 22-mile dirt
road to get there.) I went on a five-day, 15-park trip to the
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Panhandle and back on spring break. I wrapped up my
journey with a five-day, 18-park trip in East Texas.

For the days I visited multiple parks, I had to plan
wisely. Where would I want to take a long hike? I'd hit
that park first. (It is Texas, after all. It gets kind of warm
here.) Was I going to hang out at several lake parks that
day? I don't fish, so those didn't require a ton of my time.

Let me be clear - it wasn't just about the numbers. I

wanted to spend enough time in each park to understand
its essence. I don't feel as though I missed anything, but
there are some parks I definitely need to visit again.
There's a list in my brain - places like Tyler, Martin Dies
Jr. and Big Bend Ranch. (I just need to persuade my friend
with the Jeep to head back to Big Bend Ranch with me. It's
also not Prius-friendly.)

I ended up putting about 40,000 miles on my car last
year. It killed my trade-in value. But it was so worth it.

WHICH PARK WAS MY FAVORITE?
Palo Duro Canyon is the simple answer. The Lighthouse

Trail is my favorite hike in a state park, and Palo Duro is
simply gorgeous. I'm ashamed to admit I've never been to
the Grand Canyon, but Palo Duro is quite literally the next
best thing. It's the second-biggest canyon in the country.
I've been there four times now, and I find some new
marvel each time.

About an hour and a half away from Palo Duro, you'll
find Caprock Canyons State Park. Put those together, and
it's my favorite "one-two punch" in the state. When I
think of Caprock, I think of red. The canyons, the rock,
the dirt. The park is known as the home of the state bison

AWL

herd, but it also has breathtaking views, great hiking and
some friendly (albeit nervous) prairie dogs.

My favorite feature of any state park is Gorman Falls at
Colorado Bend. You hike a couple of (fairly arid) miles before
you reach a metal pole with a cable. Grab on and walk
slowly down the slope. Your eyes will appear to be playing a
trick on you. It feels as if you've entered the rainforest, but
you're right in the heart of Texas. Take a book or a picnic or
a nap and enjoy the small deck beside the waterfall.

I'm also a history buff, so I have a soft spot in my heart
for parks like Mission Tejas. I got goosebumps hiking the
original El Camino Real trail, following in the footsteps
of historic heroes like Davy Crockett. I always make
sure to talk to park rangers and ask for anything unique
- particularly when it comes to history - about that
particular park. That simple conversation is what led me
to El Camino Real at Mission Tejas.

WHAT DID I LEARN ALONG THE WAY?
A lot, actually. Let's start with the big stuff.
Most importantly, I found myself on this journey.

I know it sounds cheesy to say that, but it's true. I've
never before felt more complete as a person. This whole
adventure was prompted by a sense that something was
missing in my life. Whatever that was, I found it over the
course of the past year. I found it in our state parks.

Part of that was discovering I'm a hiker. Who knew? My

PICTURED (CLOCKWISE FROM TO LEFT):

Blanco; Mission Tejas; Doingerfield; Hueco Tanks;
Lake Livingston; Garner; Davis Mountains; Franklin Mountains (center)
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weekends now feel incomplete without hitting the trails. From a 13-
mile trek in Seminole Canyon to a jaunt along the boardwalk in Sea
Rim to a walk from bird blind to bird blind at Bentsen-Rio Grande
Valley State Park, I've hiked all over this great state.

I LOVE LUCY
It was on one of those hikes that my life completely changed. I

was about halfway through an 11-mile hike in Buescher State Park
in October 2014 when I met a man and his dog at the intersection of
the trails. We finished the final six or so miles together. All I could
think about was how great it would be to have a dog for a hiking
buddy. As he headed out, I asked the man's opinion. He told me I'd
never regret it.

When I left Buescher that day, it was all my brain could process.
I was going to do research on rescue dogs as soon as I got home.
But I didn't need the research. Actually, I didn't even need to go
home. The pet store across the street was hosting four pet rescue
agencies that afternoon. A few minutes after pulling into the
parking lot, I met Lucy.

The rest, as they say, is history.
Lucy has joined me for about 50 of my state park visits (and

counting). She's a natural hiking buddy. In fact, she knows the word
"hiking." So I have to spell it out when talking with other people
- H-I-K-I-N-G - or she goes crazy. She knows that Saturday and
Sunday mornings are park times, so she gets anxious, and a little
perturbed, if I sleep in. She loves to climb rocks. She hates the water
(I'm still working on that).

As cliche as it sounds, she's become my best friend. And I found
her because of our state parks.

A FEW MORE TAKEAWAYS
GPS is a great thing, but I've learned it's OK to get lost every once in

a while. I can't tell you how many dirt roads I drove down in the past
year or so. I was a little nervous when my phone sent me due south
on FM 666 to reach Lipantitlan State Historic Site, a tiny state park
property near Corpus Christi. (You have to stop and take a picture of

the South 666 sign.) You might think that's strange enough. Then my
phone told me I needed to drive through a trailer park to reach the site.
But there it was. Never in doubt, right?

I also found that park rangers are some of the nicest, most helpful

people on the planet. Take advantage of the friendly folks at the
entrance stations. They give great advice. For example, the rangers
at Lake Tawakoni and Eisenhower state parks showed me the exact
places to catch the best views of sunset.

I'm hoping this passion will become part of my professional life
as well. As a social media teacher at Texas State University, I'm
partnering with TPWD to search for grants to help park rangers and

parks with social media strategies. My end goal is to have my students
help teach workshops as part of a complete course on state park social
media. And I'm writing a book about this crazy adventure.

I do have one confession to make. It took me 367 days to see all 95
parks. It feels good to get that off my chest.

And that leaves one question I'm again asking myself.
What now? *

Dale Blasingame is a social media instructor at Texas State University.
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in the blcknes k s e f .e saa v the rhythmic flashing

of dozens of red lights atop a large wind farm catches my eye as I
drive through the badlands near Matador.

To the east, millions of acres of
Rolling Plains scrublands spread out
across a sparsely populated landscape.
To the west, the lights blinking in
the distance span across a broad plain
that rises well above my location.
For those who have not witnessed it,
the abrupt change in elevation over
such a narrow linear path is foreign

- especially for Texas. Mountains
and plateaus rise predictably from the
surrounding plain, while much of the
rest of Texas retains a topographic
similarity as far as the pitch and roll
of the landscape go. For a thin slice
of northwestern Texas, however, the
landscape breaks all the rules.

Primarily running along a
longitudinal line, the Caprock
Escarpment (or Caprock, as it is
colloquially known) is a relatively
narrow slice of land that separates
the flat plains to the west and the
broken and rough rolling plains to
the east. Shaded relief maps will
give you an idea of how the country
transitions from west to east, but it's
best understood in person.

For the earliest of travelers,
the escarpment was a formidable
physical barrier. Deep canyons and
steep gorges made transitioning from
the plains to the areas below (and
vice versa) tough. From a distance, its
eastern-facing wall looks like a big
mesa that extends from horizon to
horizon. It's such a defining feature
in the landscape that locals describe
where they live or where they are
going by referring to their location as
on top of" or "below" the cap.

As the sun rises, I'm just west of

Matador and turning into a gate that
will lead me through the hills and
arroyos below the Caprock and onto
the Mott Creek Ranch. In the soft
dawn light, a thunderstorm up on the
plains intermittently spits lightning
that flashes with enough intensity to
cause static on my truck radio. The
rain that falls on the titled plain above
is what caused the canyons before me.

For millions of years the soil and
rock succumbed to the erosional
forces of wind and water to create
the western Texas canyon complexes.
It's a ruggedly beautiful area of
which, arguably, most Texans have
no intimate understanding.

AGEOLOGC HISTORY
The Caprock Escarpment is a

geographic demarcation line that
divides one ecosystem from the
other. Technically, the escarpment
lies both in Texas and New Mexico as
it flanks each side of the grand mesa
known as the Southern High Plains.
The most dramatic example of the
escarpment, however, is a 250-mile-
long stretch of canyonlands, mesas
and rough country that extends from
around Post in the south to near
Canadian in the north.

In many places, the escarpment
is subtle and is represented by a
collection of low-lying hills. In
others, it rises dramatically from the
surrounding landscape. In places, the
distance from the canyon floors to
the High Plains above is a thousand
feet or more. If you drive Texas
Highway 86 from Estelline to Turkey,
the giant palisade of earth looms

strangely to the west; its formidable
size and scale are apparent.

The eroded soil at the edge of
the High Plains is a study in the
geologic history of the region. On top
is a tough, hard, calcitic rock that
protects the underlying soil from
continual erosion. This "caprock"
layer is what gives rise to the name
of the formation. Below the Caprock
(depending on the location along the
escarpment), the soil color varies from
tan to red and is a geologic record of
epochs that have long since passed.
Occasionally a mammoth or some
other notable fossil is found. Subtle
clues to the changes that the region
has undergone are found in the gray
patches of soil that are interspersed
in the overwhelmingly red soil beds.
These gray patches are remnant
wetlands that date back millions
of years ago when the region had a
wetter climate. Dig even further into
the soil or walk the eroded creeks of
the escarpment and you'll start to see
crystalline ribbons of gypsum laced
prominently in 1- or 2-inch layers.
This gypsum - or "gyp rock" - is
the remnant of an ancient seabed.

While many of the mountains
or hills in Texas are the result of
volcanic activity or some sort of
uplift event, the elevation change
along the Caprock came about
through an erosional process. For
millions of years, water and sediment
flowed from the Rocky Mountains.
These alluvial deposits fanned over
a broad, mid-continent region and
formed the Great Plains. The plains

in Texas aren't as flat as you'd think.
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The great tableland tilts from west to
east and drops in elevation at the rate
of about 10 feet per mile.

Even though the region is arid,
rains do fall. As rain fell on the
Texas plains, the water, over time,
created draws. As the draws cleaved
through the weaker areas of the
Caprock, canyons were formed,
creating Texas' most prominent river
systems. The Colorado, Brazos and
Red rivers all have their beginnings
along the Caprock Escarpment.
These rivers flowed to the Gulf of
Mexico and gave rise to the modern
civilization that we know today.

Some of these rivers begin in

From left: A new day dawns along the Caprock
near Matador. The late-evening sun casts a glow
over a bison and the prairie grasses at Caprock
Canyons State Park. The moon begins to set
behind red-rock badlands along the escarpment.

immense canyons, with names
familiar to Texans like Caprock or
Palo Duro. Other canyons - like
Blanco, Tule, Cita or Lingos - are
more obscure.

With each snow or thunderstorm,
the waters that flow from these
meteorological events continue to
erode and shape the escarpment. The
weather is a constant force that also
shapes the lives of people who live
along the canyonlands.

"The most consistent thing about
the weather out here," a longtime
resident once told me, "is its
inconsistency." The summers are hot,
the winters are cold, and the rainfall
is far too fickle for most.

A PLACE INTIME
Marisue Potts, matriarch of the

Mott Creek Ranch, understands the
region and its nuances as well as
anyone. She's lived most of her life

on a sprawling ranch that was once
part of the vast Matador Land and
Cattle Company empire. In the 1950s,
her dad pieced this place together
and moved her family to an old
frame house that was once used as
a line camp for one of the state's
great and historic ranches. She was
barely a teenager when they moved
there from their irrigated farm a few
miles away, up on the plains in Floyd
County. As such, she understands the
syncopated rhythms of living in the
shadow of the Llano Estacado.

"There is a unique character down
here below the plains," says Potts as
we sit in her Western-inspired living
room while her rescue dog, Gypsy,
paces around the room, pining to be
let outside. "Not only culturally but
geographically, as you'll find a lot of
Appalachian influence in many of
the original families who settled
this area."
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Her assessment is spot on. Down
the road at the Matador and other
area cemeteries, you'll find graves
of Confederate soldiers and other
Southerners who made their way
west after the Civil War to work on
some of the big cattle operations or
farm the dryland soil.

"When my grandmother talked,
she used words like people from
North Carolina use," says Potts as she
describes her ancestors coming to
Texas in the early 20th century in a
covered wagon.

"Life was tough then," Potts says.
"She came to Texas pregnant and
with two small children and her
husband. When they stopped here
in Motley County, this is where they
made their home."

She explains that unlike the plains
above, the land that's nestled along
the escarpment has always been
more hospitable. The cragged breaks
provide a respite from the punishing
winds and blizzards that still wreak
havoc on the plains that are just a
few miles to the west and as much as
a thousand feet higher in elevation.
Below the Caprock, water was
plentiful as the springs of the Ogallala
Aquifer seeped from the edge of the
canyons. With the water came trees
for building shelter and game that
provided meat. The same provisions
that fed the pioneers also fed the
Comanche, who, for generations, made
this area their home.

For two centuries the Comanche

made the plains and canyonlands
their dominion as they led a nomadic
existence, epitomizing the Plains
Indians equine culture. While as
many as 13 bands made up the 18th
and 19th century Comanche people,
the Quahadis dominated the Southern
Plains. In the final days of their time
on the plains, the Quahadis were
most notably led by Quanah Parker -
the half-Comanche, half-Anglo war
chief whose mother, Cynthia Ann
Parker, was famously captured in a
raid on the Parker family fort near
present-day Mexia and recaptured
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floda I v m k A crack of lightning streaks across the sky as a storm brews over the Caprock. Marisue Potts looks out on the Mott Creek

Ranch from the porch of the ranch house where she was raised. An old railroad bridge spans Los Lingos Creek near Quitaque. Rows of cotton make
geometric patterns in the dryland farms below the Caprock Escarpment. The moon frames a windmill as it sets over the plains.
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by Texas Rangers a quarter-century later along the Pease
River near Crowell.

Every now and then, Comanche artifacts are still
discovered as rain uncovers flint or steel arrow points or
the location of a bison kill.

L AMENT THE CHANGES
As we walk amongst the big cottonwoods near the line

camp where Marisue Potts was raised, she reflects on her
time here as a girl.

"When I was young I could walk along the creek and
feel the influence of something that I couldn't explain,"
she says. "There was a presence of the people who have
been here before us. That presence is still here."

In the old house she unveils artifacts that she's found
on the ranch. Curated by subject matter, the bones, bullet
fragments, spear points and pottery chards tell a story of
human habitation here without any lengthy explanation.
My mind is my guide, and I wonder (as I always do) about
the people who used these artifacts.

Silently, I agree with Potts: The presence of the people
who've been here before is palpable.

She quietly walks around the house where she
first made her home more than six decades ago. She's
comfortable living where the pace of cultural change
barely outpaces the seasonal influences. However, she's
concerned about what our hunger for energy is doing to
the landscape.

"We are making an industrial park of the area," she
says, motioning in the direction of the big wind farm on
top of the Caprock that I saw flashing in the dark earlier
this morning. She's had chances to accept the monetary
windfall that playing host to the behemoth energy
producers would provide. But she can't see the beauty of
her ranch and her beloved escarpment being scarred by
something she describes as being a fad that will soon pass.

'Being free of that kind of encumbrance is something
we've always had," she says. "We had natural scenery
and a wild beauty. I'm afraid with transmission lines and
these vast wind farms, those days might be over."

Forever stalwart, she believes in the toughness of the
people of the region despite five decades of depopulation.
The great migration from small-town West Texas to
bigger cities is a natural progression, one that's played out
in small towns across Texas. The people who see beauty
in the region, however, remain. For better or for worse,
they hang on.

"The soul of this region is the people. They are friendly
and open," Potts says, smiling. "Our isolation is also our
blessing. We depend on each other. We may fight like
crazy, but when times get tough, we take care of each
other. That's just the way we are." *

Russell Graves is a professional photographer and writer who
loves traveling the state's backroads and telling authentic stories
of rural Texas.
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The Big Spring
The oasis has been a life force of history
in West Texas. by Eric L. Moreno

The wide-open lands of West Texas are filled with mystery
and legend. Endless, wind-swept plains and craggy peaks

mark a land that is, for all intents and purposes, the last

frontier of Texas. For the earliest visitors, traversing this
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4

Army Capt. Randolph Marcy explored
and mapped the area around the Big
Spring in 1849, identifying the spring
as an important landmark in arid
West Texas. The spring (opposite
page) has served as a water source
for wildlife, Native Americans,
explorers and settlers.

land was dangerous because of

lack of available water.

At the edge
of the Llano
Estacado, midway *
between present-
day Midland and
Abilene, you can
find a true oasis. Tucked away in the
city of Big Spring in Howard County
is the legendary "Big Spring." For
centuries, the native people of this
region utilized this sacred feature.

The body of water that would
be dubbed the Big Spring by Capt.
Randolph B. Marcy in 1849 was
destined to be a crossroads for
generations of Texas history.
Legendary figures such as Alvar
Nfnez Cabeza de Vaca, Robert E.
Lee and the Buffalo Soldiers, among
others, all found themselves drinking
from the spring at some point in time.

THE WATER OF
THE BIG SPRING

Early written accounts of the Big
Spring reported the site to be a place
of abundant wildlife and vegetation,
and the water was described as "cold,

the harsh elements and the

clear and dependable." At its apex,
the collection pool of the spring was
15 feet deep.

The source of the water is an
aquifer located at the northern end of
the Edwards Plateau. A survey done at
the time of the arrival of the railroad
in 1880 determined that the discharge
volume of the Big Spring was more
than 100,000 gallons per day.

The spring was heavily used by
residents for personal purposes and
by the railroad that made its way
there in the late 19th century. Water
use exceeded the aquifer's relatively
modest recharge rate until the water
table dropped below the spring outlet
and was finally depleted.

THE BIG SPRING
AND THE COMANCHE

No one can say for certain who first
discovered the Big Spring. Evidence
indicates that prehistoric creatures
visited it, and early native hunters
followed roving herds of bison there.
The spring, with its lush flowing
waters, was a source of sustenance
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for coyotes, wolves, antelope and
mustangs, as well as other animals.

It has been theorized that the first
European :o view the Big Spring
was probably a member of a Spanish
expedition, possibly that of Cabeza
de Vaca, during his travels across
the Southwest, although the record
of his travels cannot wholly confirm
his visit. No matter who visited first,
the spring ultimately held the most
importance to the indigenous people
of the land.

"As all springs were important to
early Americans, the Big Spring in
particular was notable for its size
in the region," explains longtime
resident and Hcward Ccunty
historian Doyle Phillips. "The waters
fed down to the Coloraco River, and
nomadic Indian encampments were

found all along the water way."
For the Comanche, the spring

would ultimately be a source of
sustenance and reverence, as it Iry
along the spur of several raiding
trails. The Comanche of =he northern
plains and the Llano Estacada beyond
Texas converged on the spring before
continuing their raids to the so-rh.

"Originally, the region seemed :o
be well known to the Lipan Apaches,"
Phillips says. "When the Spanish
came and horses became comon
to Plains Indians, then came
the Comanche."

From the Big Spring, the Comanche
trails continued south via three
branches: one to the southeast
through the western part of the
Concho country; one going due south,
heading to the Pecos River; and one

heading west to Midland before
turning south ultimately to Mexico.

"The horse-riding Comanche really
needed the water," Phillips explains.
"Another reason that the spring might
have been important was the wood
from the bois d'arc trees that grow in
the area. The Comanche felt that this
was the best wood for bow making."

Without this access to water, the
Comanche raids likely would not have
been as successful. To them, the spring
was worth fighting for, as exemplified
by the conflict that took place between
Comanche and Pawnee tribes over use
of the spring during the 1840s.

THE BIG SPRING
AND THE U.S. MILITARY

Prior to the Civil War, the U.S.
Army began exploring the West in
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greater detail in order to determine the
best location for a series of defensive
outposts. After prolonged periods of
conflict, the Comanche were virtually
driven out of the region by the Army
in the late 19th century.

"By the time the 1860s came
around, the Comanche in West
Texas were pretty much handled, so
to speak," Phillips says. "The Texas
Rangers were organized during the
1840s mainly to fight the Comanche.
Almost a decade later, the U.S. Army
came in and assumed that duty."

In 1849, Capt. Marcy, a veteran
of the Mexican-American War and
an adjutant of Gen. Zachary Taylor,
began exploring the region that
would come to be known as Big
Spring. It was he, in fact, who gave
the spring its official name.

The spring became a valuable
asset to the Army and its western
line of defense. The military
established posts near the spring at
Fort Chadbourne, Fort Concho and
Fort Phantom Hill; troops from the

forts depended on the spring during
patrols, including one particularly
famous soldier.

"There was an Indian fighter who
was in charge of a garrison by the
name of Robert E. Lee, who of course
became very famous later in life,"
Phillips says. "There is documentation
of Lee stopping at the Big Spring
during his time in West Texas."

From 1875 until 1882, Fort Concho
was the garrison for the 10th U.S.
Cavalry Regiment, aka the Buffalo
Soldiers. They would engage in
torturous three-month patrols to
combat the Comanche and deal with
bandits who plagued the area at the
time. The troopers relied on the
waters of the Big Spring.

THE BIG SPRING
IN MODERN TIMES

The area near the spring
continually collected inhabitants, and
by the 1870s, a settlement to support
buffalo hunters who frequented
the area had begun. The city of Big

Spring grew around the spring and
became a stop on the Butterfield
Overland Trail. Later, the city became
a popular railroad stop on the way
to California.

The spring continued to be an
asset to the military until the early
20th century, when it dried up from
overuse by the railroad and residents.
This once-vaunted and sacred place
was nearly forgotten at that point.
The spring is now part of Comanche
Trail Park, which, along with Big
Spring State Park, received funding
and renovation as part of the efforts
of the Civilian Conservation Corps
during the 1930s and 1940s.

The city now fills the spring to
give residents and visitors some idea
of how it appeared in times past.
Water from nearby Comanche Trail
Lake is pumped into the spring so it
continues to be a source of local pride
to its residents. *

Eric Moreno is a writer, photographer, traveler
and devoted lover of Texas and its history.

Celebrate
of a Texas birding
tradition!

SO1

APRIL 15 - MAY 15

Join the world's wildest birdwatching tournament

and celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the Classic!

Register by April 1 at www.birdingclassic.org
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Back Again for the First Time
Our modern take on a 1929 classic, yours for the unbelievably nostalgic price of ONLY $29!

You have a secret hidden up your sleeve. Strapped to your wrist
is a miniature masterpiece, composed of hundreds of tiny moving

parts that measure the steady heartbeat of the universe. You love
this watch. And you stilr smile every time you check it, because you
remember that you almost didn't buy it. You almost turned the
page without a second thought, figuring that the Stauer
Metropolitan Watch for only $29 was just too good to be true.
But now you know how right it feels to be wrong.

Our lowest price EVER for a classic men's dress watch. How can
we offer the Metropolitan for less than $30? The answer is simple.
Stauer has sold over one million watches in the last decade and
many of our clients buy more than one. Our goal isn't to sell you a
single watch, our goal is :o help you fall in love with Stauer's entire
line of vintage-inspired luxury timepieces and jewelry. And every great
relationship has to start somewhere...

Tells today's time with yesterday's style. The Metropolitan is
exactly the kind of elegant, must-have accessory that belongs in
every gentleman's collection next to his British cufflinks and Italian
neckties. Inspired by a rare 1929 Swiss classic found at auction, the
Metropolitan Watch revives a distinctive and debonair retro design
for 21st-century men cif exceptional taste.

The Stauer Metropoltan retains all the hallmarks of a well-bred
wristwatch including a gold-finished case, antique ivory guilloche

face, blued Breguet-style hands, an easy-to-read date window at the
3 o'clock position, and a crown of sapphire blue. It secures with a
crocodile-patterned, genuine black leather strap and is water resistant
to 3 ATM.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. We are so sure that you
will be stunned by the magnificent Stauer Metropolitan Watch
that we offer a 60-day money back guarantee. If you're not
impressed after wearing it for a few weeks, return it for a full refund
of the purchase price. But once the first compliments roll in, we're
sure that you'll see the value of time well spent!

Stauer Metropolitan Timepiece- -$199-

Offer Code Price $29+ S& P Save $170

Ycu must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

1-800-333-2045

- 14101 Southcross Drive W,
\f i @ Dept. MTW386-02
l Burnsville, Mirnesota 55337

www.stauer.com Rating of A+

Smart Luxuries-Surprising Prices"

Luxurious gold-finished case with sapphire-colored crown - Crocodile-embossed leather strap - Band fits wrists 6 %"-8 3" - Water-resistant to 3 ATM
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- Full Day / Half Day flounder.
- Baffin trips
- Kayak Rentals
- Kayaks Shuttle Drop off / pick up
- Nature Boat Trips for Photography
and Private Whooping Crane Tours
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12" X 15" Laminated poster
details physical characteristics
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OUTDOOR RUSTED

Unique outdoor and irdoor coolers available
Hand made out of real "barn wood"

Hand-crafted in Texas
Includes Official Igloo Brand Ice Chest

Customize your cooler with adornments

OUTDOORS TCOOLERS.COM
800-833-5998

r i.Z: " U 4i.y i"au~l

Handcrafted plaque
displays dental
wear patterns to
determine age

great gift!

(830)257-4538
Wildlife Enterprises

Kerrville, TX

www.wildlifeenterprises.com
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Texas B<B
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TEXAS ACCOMMODATIONS

RIO FRIo LODGING
a NATURE CENTER

w Retreat to
th~e Hils for

a Week or
t Weekend of

Relaxation &
Adventure

Bird, Hike, Mountain Bike Trails,
Storytelling & Nature Tours

www.hillcountryadventures.com
830-966-2320 * www.friolodging.com

* PALO ALTO CREEK FARM. Landmark historic
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient
oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquility.
Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farmhouse,
all with private spa therapy rooms.
www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089

* SETTLER'S CROSSING BED AND BREAKFAST.
Private historic log cabins and cottages spread
over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from town.
www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020

* HISTORIC KUEBLER WALDRIP HAUS BED
AND BREAKFAST. Country elegance on 43
acres 2-6 minutes to New Braunfels, Gruene,
music, shopping, fishing, golf, tennis. Perfect for
vacations, weddings, reunions. 10 rooms, Jacuzzis,
delicious hot breakfast.
www.kueblerwaldrip.com (830) 625-8300

* MEYER B QB. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country,
mid-1800s stage stop, Texas landmark. Pool, hot
tub, fireplaces, golf.
www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com (888) 995-6100

HOOPES' HOUSE
ROCKPORT, TEXAS

(800) 924-1008
www.hoopeshouse.com

NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.

EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.

FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCHURE.

KARAN KAWA VILLAGE
"for the good life on the gulf"

THE LODGE & CATTAILS

The ambience is casual at The Lodge,

but the amenities are luxurious. Each

of the eight rooms arc un iuely styled.
featuring the finest organic bedding,

large bathrooms and original artwork.

Gourmet coffees and flat screen televi-

sions are found in each room and two
outdoor living rooms with fireplaces

are yours during your visit. Our

popular mercantile shop, Cattails, is

part of the Karankawa Village just
across the boardwalk. I Icre you will

find more of the finest coffees, wines,

cigars, gourmet foods, artwork,
clothing arnd homewares.

Matagorda, TX - (979) 863-7737
karankawavillage.com

L

B1ugs Bouncer
Portable Personal Protection

An ime...Anywhere
Smells Good to You...Tastes Bad to Bugs!

7,
.7 -~

Bug - Bouncer Bug - Bouncer. Bug - Bouncer

_ GARDEN BLEND FOREST

I
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Yes! Send me Texas Parks & Wildlife
magazine at 80%* off the cover price!
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Famous Volcano Has
Strange Effect On Women

Man and nature collaborate to create a glamorous green ring guaranteed to

rock her world! Own it today for ONLY $99 plus FREE studs with ring purchase!

O n May 18, 1980, Munt St. Helens erupted, sending acolumn of ash ard smoke 80,000 feet into the atmosphere.

From that chaos, somethir g beautiful emerged-our spectacular

Spirit Lake Helenite Ring.

Created from the superheated volcanic rock dust of the historic

Mount St. Helens eruptici helenite has become the green stone

of choice for jewelry aid -asiion designers worldwide. Helenite's
vivid color and immacala:e clarity rivals mined emeralds that can
sell for as much as $3,000 per carat. Today you can wear this

4-carat stunner for only S99!

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Helenite Studs

-a $129 value-
with purchase of
Spirit Lake Ring

Our exclusive design highlights

the visually stunning stone with a

concave cut set in .925 sterling silver

loaded with brilliant white, lab-
created DiamondAura®. The classic

pairing of colors in a vintage-

inspired setting makes for a state-

ment ring that's simply impossible

to ignore!

Beauty from the beast. Also
known as "America's Emerald,"

helenite is not an emerald at all, but

a brighter and clearer green stone

that gem cutters can facet into

spectacular large carat weight jewelry. "It's just recently that

luxury jewelers have fallen in love with helenite," says James Fent,
GIA certified gemologist. "Clear green color in a stone this size

is rarely four d in emeralds but helenite has come to the rescue."

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Bring home the Spirit
Lake Helenite Ring and see for yourself. If you are not

completely blown away by the exceptional beauty of this rare

American stone, simply return the ring within 60 days for

a full refund of your purchase price. It's that simple. But we're

betting that once you slide this gorgeous green beauty on your

finger, it will take a force of nature to get you two apart!

Spirit Lake Helenite Ring
Total value with FREE studs -$4-7.*

Now, Offer Code Price Only $99 + S&P Save $379!

1-800-333-2045
Your Offer Code: SLR341-o2
You must use this insider offer code to get our special price.

Stauer@ 14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. SLR341-02,
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

4g a. * Special price only for customers using the offer code
B Bs versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.

Rating of A+

4 carat Helen te center stone " Lab-created white DiamondAura accents * .925 sterling silver setting " Whole ring sizes 5-10

Smart Luxuries-Surp rising Prices"



A MEDLEY OF CULTURE, science and outdoorsmanship,

stargazing is the horn of plenty of outside activities. Though

you may have to venture outside cities and their light

pollution, any patch of dark, uninhabited sky can contain

a wealth of nocturnal discoveries. State parks are a great

destination because they are distanced from city lights and

residential areas.

By immersing yourself in the inkiness of the heavens, you enter into the
classroom of the universe and thousands of years of human history -
traditions, beliefs and mindsets from the Greeks to the Native Americans.
Equip yourself with a repertoire of traditional stories and myths to share
as you view their starry equivalent through your telescope lens. A classical
education never goes out of style.

And neither do scientific phenomena. As you gaze and observe, you can't help
but ask questions. It can be mind-expanding to think that the light from some
stars took 25 million years to reach you and that they might have actually
exploded since then. Or that the universe is expanding and is currently
92 billion light-years wide.

Beyond the science and history, stargazing is a wonderful outdoor activity.
You're navigating different landscapes by night and getting involved in what
we often forget is our largest natural resource - the firmament. So pull a
Sagittarius and train your weathered eye skyward. Have an upturned face and
bathe in a different kind of light.

-Erin Kedzie

INGREDIENTS FOR A NIGHT SKY ADVENTURE

Where do I
go from here?
DARK IN THE PARK For a listing
of community stargazing events at
state parks, visit tpwd.texas.gov/
calendar/stargazing

ON A BUDGET? Some outlets rent
telescopes and make shipments cross-
country, if you're not ready to buy.

DARK SKIES For a heightened
experience, traverse the state for Dark
Sky Places, a sought-after recognition
given by the International Dark-Sky
Association. There are only 30 sites
in the U.S. and five in Texas, including
three parks:
Copper Breaks State Park
Enchanted Rock State Natural Area
Big Bend National Park

STAR PARTY The McDonald
Observatory in West Texas hosts
one of the state's most popular
stargazing events every Tuesday,
Friday and Saturday evening.

fi
TELESCOPE

While many stars are visible to
the naked eye, a telescope will

give you a better view of
the heavens.

BINOCULARS
Want something a little more
portable than a telescope? Try

a good pair of binoculars.

RED FLASHLIGHT
Once your vision adjusts to the
dark, the last thing you need is
a bright light in your eyes. Red
lights won't harm night vision.

STAR CHARTS
Constellations are seasonal.
To navigate their sidereal

rotations, star charts (paper or
app-based) can help guide you.

MYTHS Et TALES
Knowing the names and stories
behind the constellations adds

enjoyment to an evening under
the stars.
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PARTING SHOT
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At Big Bend Ranch State Park, photographer Darren Huski composed this spectacular photo of a night view of

one of the rest-stop tepees on FM 170. Darren says that to properly capture the Milky Way you need a tripod,

a wide, fast lens and a camera that can operate well at higher ISO settings. "The fisheye lens really captures the

vastness of the Milky Way in the night sky," he says. To avoid star trails, he knew he could leave the shutter open

for no more than 30 seconds. To light the tepee, he set a small light on the picnic table and also bounced light

off the exterior. TOOLS: Sony NEX-6 camera, Rokinon 8mm f/2.8 fisheye lens, f/2.8 @ 30 seconds, ISO 6400
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