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SOMETIMES you feel like splurging;

sometimes you don't. Our theme this

month, Texas on a big budget and Texas

on a shoestring covers the state from east to

west and north to south. As with any issue of

the magazine, we can't cover every worthy

place. So we divided the state into its seven

tourism regions (our Texas Events Calendar

is organized by these regions every month),
and paired a writer with each region.

Then we let the writers decide what they

would include in their high-dollar and bar-

gain-basement choices. In addition to places

to eat, stay, and play, we left other elements

to each contributor's discretion. So you'll

find some writers including where to shop,
others focusing on swimming, hiking, bird-

ing, and other outdoor activities, and still

others including nightclubs and theaters as

their entertainment preferences.

With the variety in a state as vast as

Texas, there is no way we could possibly be

comprehensive, so we didn't try to be. For

instance, when associate editor and former

Lubbock resident Nola McKey read June

Naylor's excellent Panhandle Plains story,
Nola said that she was concerned about the

tons of references to Amarillo, and only one

to Lubbock. We decided that it was in-

evitable that there would appear to be a lack

of balance in such a large geographic area. I

wrote the Big Bend Region story, for exam-

ple, and didn't even mention Del Rio, which

is one of my favorite towns. So, rest assured

that we will get around to covering other

great places in Texas in the months and

years ahead.

For now, we just hope that the stories this

month whet your appetites to travel Texas

and sample some of the state's expensive
and inexpensive pleasures....

AS WE DO every September, this issue

includes our Where in Texas Are You? contest.

Turn to the inside back cover for informa-

tion on how to enter. This month's great prize
package was put together by our friends at

the El Paso Convention and Visitors Bureau

and at Southwest Airlines. We would like to

thank them for making this contest possible.

~~

The buildings at UTEP are designed in a style inspired by
the architecture of Bhutan. See more on El Paso and the
Big Bend Region starting on page 30.

YOU'LL NOTICE that the prize includes a stay

at the new Hilton Garden Inn El Paso. The

hotel, which is scheduled to open in mid-

September, has architecture that should fit

right in with the nearby University of Texas at

El Paso (UTEP) campus. UTEP's architec-

ture, for its part, came about when Kathleen

Worrell, the wife of Dean Stephen Worrell

of the Texas State School of Mines and

Metallurgy (now UTEP), saw a National

Geographic article in 1914 and noticed how

much the mountains in Bhutan reminded

her of El Paso's Franklins. When the school

hired El Paso architect Henry Trost to

design the new campus, he looked to the

Himalyan kingdom's dzongs, or fortress-

monasteries, for inspiration. Old Main,

built in 1917 in the distinctive Bhutanese

style, is now a Registered Texas Historic

Landmark. UTEP's buildings, like dzongs,
feature high inward-sloping walls, with few

windows in the lower section of the wall,
high inset windows, a red stripe near the top

of the walls, and circular mosaic mandalas
that represent the energy of the cosmos and

the potential of every individual....

WHEW! Sounds like time to explore the

world at home and around us. Whether you

spend or scrimp, get out and discover Texas.
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ABOUT OUR COVERS FRONT: From dining and danc-
ing in your fanciest duds to tent-camping and picnicking

at any state park (Enchanted Rock State Natural Area pic-

tured), Texas offers a bevy of choices for budgets high, low,
and in between. Photo by J. Griffis Smith. BACK: A vintage

hotel sign in downtown Pharr embodies tie nostalgia and

romance many associate with the South Texas Plains region.

Photo by Joel Salcido.
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16 AUSTIN AND ENVIRONS: UNFUSSILY FABULOUS Fora taste of the
high life in the Hill Country, most roads lead to the Capital City, but the Austin area provides more
than its share of laid-back pastimes, too. BY HELEN BRYANT, PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

24 AT PLAY IN THE PINEY WOODS: SIMPLE...AND SUMPTUOUS
Whether you're pinching pennies or want to spend a pretty penny, the Piney Woods region offers
plentiful pleasures, not the least of which is waking up on the shores of Caddo Lake. STORY AND
PHOTOGRAPHS BY RANDY MALLORY

30 BIG SPLURGE. BIG BARGAINS. BIG BEND. From the elegant lodgings
at Cibolo Creek Ranch to the culinary treats at El Paso Chile Company, the Big Bend region has
something for every budget. BY JACK LOWRY, PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOEL SALCIDO

36 PANHANDLE PLAIN-AND POSH Diversions in the Panhandle Plains region
range from low-end to high-end. What's more, many indulgences that would be pricey elsewhere
prove plain affordable here. BY JUNE NAYLOR, PHOTOGRAPHS BY COURTNEY PERRY

42 SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS: FROM STEEP TO CHEAP Between the San
Antonio River and the Rio Grande, leisure opportunities abound, from watching Broadway shows to
watching birds and butterfles. BY MAXINE MAYES, PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOEL SALCIDO

48 LUXE TO LAID-BACK IN THE PRAIRIES AND LAKES
In this land of contrasts, the booming Dallas-Fort Worth metro area anchors one
end, and the tiny, first capital of Texas-Washington-on-the Brazos-the other.
The result: a wealth of travel alternatives. BY KATHRYN JONES, PHOTO-
GRAPHS BY MICHAEL AMADOR

54 BIG TICKETS... AND BARGAINS IN THE BAYOU
CITY AND BEYOND With its urbane-cowboy style, swanky restaurants, and
sleek hotels, Houston dominates the Gulf Coast, but you'll find attractions throughout the
region that are both chic and cheap. BY WILLIAM DYLAN POWELL

0 PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINTS AVAILABLE The images on pages 20-21 and page 69 are available as prints
in two distinctive formats. To order, call toll-free 866/962-1191, or visit www.magazineprints.com.
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Mis-Steak?
THE JULY cover is great. One of
the best I've seen. Absolutely
hilarious! By the way, we have a
saying in the Panhandle: "You know
you're from the Panhandle when
you laugh at all of the tourists try-
ing to eat the 72-oz. steak!"

PAUL BRAUN

Amarillo

I REALLY enjoy your magazine
and look forward to its arrival
each month. However, I take issue
with July's cover. We really do
have lots to brag about in Texas. Bu
where a high percentage of the pop
overweight, couldn't you have featur
the other Texas-size brags on the co
of the 72-oz. steak-dinner challenge

VIRGINIA SAWIN
Fredericksburg

Terminal Leave
THANKS for the great July magazine. Damond
Benningfield's article on Houston's 1940 Air
Terminal Museum brought back fond memo-
ries. My family lived in Houston in the '30s and

t in a state fly into Hobby, I alwa
ulation is terminal is still there
ed one of cal Heritage Society
ver, instead restoring the terming
? visit someday.

WILLIAM J. WATSC
Ne'shit Missisnp,

early '40s. My father
worked nights at
"Burt's Fruit Palace"

t on Wayside and
Navigation. He had
one day off every two
weeks, and on that
day he always asked
me where I wanted
to go. My answer was

always the same-to
the airport to watch
the planes. We would
spend hours watching

' them take off and
land. Now, when I

ys look to see if the old
.The Houston Aeronauti-
has done a fine job of

al. I hope to be able to

N

Of Braggin', Boots, Bees,
and Record-Books
MATT Peeler's a keeper! Loved his writing
and roundup of your state's bragging rights
["Biggest in Texas..."; July issue]. The photo
accompanying the rattlesnake-roundup piece
is an absolute classic, and it looks like one of
your editors [Ann Gallaway] had too much fun
coming up with all the witty captions.

LAURA KEARNEY, MANAGING EDITOR

WISCONSIN TRAILS MAGAZINE
Black Earth, Wisconsin

THE REAL, official Guinness-record certified
biggest cowboy boots are in El Paso, and they
were made by Rocketbuster Boots (www.rocket
buster.com). They are authentic boots in every
sense of the word, but they're five feet tall and
absolutely beautiful. I have seen them in per-
son, and the Rocketbuster shop is a must-see
for all El Paso visitors.

BILL CONNER
San Antonio

AFRICANIZED honeybees were first discov-
ered in the United States in October 1990 in
the City of Hidalgo. City officials decided to me-
morialize this dubious distinction by creating

so adre.com
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TALK

To bee, or not to bee? There's no question in Hidalg

"The World's Largest Killer Bee" resides. The bee-h
measures 10 feet high and 20 feet long.

"The World's Largest Killer Bee" for a city parade
float. The statue was later placed permanently
on a small hillock beside the Hidalgo Public
Library, where it is photographed by thousands
of visitors each year. Hidalgo also has a pro-
fessional hockey team named the Killer Bees.

CHUCK SNYDER

Hidalgo

IL1

'i " errville is home of The

National Center for
American Western Art.

Kerrville's easy to get to
and so easy to be in. Lots to do, but
the space to do absolutely nothing.

And Kerrvile is an ideal base for
ex lo~rinntetesrso the Texas

V

hill country.

Call today for a Visitor's Guide and
see how easy it is to lose your heart
to the hills. 800-221-7958

KERRVILLE

j:k Pi 7, - .

Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau * www.kerrvilletexascvb.com
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to TH
TEXAS is also the home of the Guinness-rec-
ognized "World's Largest Mechanical Puzzle:"
(I am the recordholder.) If you visit the Guin-
ness World Records Web site (www.guinness

HAHI AMAMR worldrecords.com), you can navigate

through the following string to see
this piece: Science and Technology/
Gadgets/Largest Mechanical Puzzle.

JOE PIECZYNSKI
Austin

Aztec Connections
WHAT A refreshing, memory-stirring
article [by Candace Leslie] on San
Antonio's Aztec Theatre. Having spent
the first 20 years of my life in that
city, it certainly brought back some

o, where good memories. In my teens, which
emoth were in the '40s and '50s, I remem-

ber several trips to the Aztec either
with my family, by myself, or later on with my

girlfriend (who became my wife 53 years ago).
The wonderful Queen Candy Company and
soda fountain was in the same building with

the theater. You could access this wonderful

place either off Commerce Street or St. Mary's

Street, or through the entrance off the theater
lobby. Pecan clusters, chocolate-covered cher-

ries, and last but not least, the most magnifi-
cent hot-fudge sundaes in the world served on
marble-top tables. We love TH.

ART DANIEL
Johnson City

THE AZTEC rises again! I just viewed the
PowerPoint presentation at www.azteconthe
river.com-the perfect complement to Can-
dace Leslie's well-researched article.

During the Depression, my mom's brother,
Emil Kupca, began his "theatrical" career in

San Antonio by sweeping floors at the Prince
(where my mom was a candy girl). He eventu-

ally worked up to managerial positions at the
Texas and the Aztec. In the early 1950s, his
nephew was known to take advantage of the
family connection and sneak in through the
Aztec employees' entrance up the riverbank.
Before the lobby opened, I would roam the
place unbridled and even visited the ladies'

parlor! When the downtown scene began to
lose patrons, a "Mystery Man on the Street"
contest was held and prizes were awarded to

the lucky person who identified my uncle.

GEORGE DILL

Temple

El Paso's Plaza
I ENJOYED the July issue and read with inter-

est about the remodeled Aztec Theatre. El Paso

has also just remodeled its premier theater.

The people who worked on saving the Plaza

Theatre deserve to have their hard work noted

in TH, too. Keep up the great work.

DALE WILSON

El Paso

ED. NOTE: Big congratulations to El Paso on
the $38 million restoration and recent opening

of the Plaza Theatre Performing Arts Centre!
(See photo, page 34.) The Plaza, which opened
in 1930, was once billed as "the largest theater

of its kind between Dallas and Los Angeles."
Over the years, such stars as Lillian Gish,
Tallulah Bankhead, Mae West, Jimmy Stewart,
John Wayne, and Rita Moreno have made ap-

pearances here. For information on the theater
(at 125 Pioneer Plaza), call 915/534-0600;
www.theplazatheatre.org (Web site includes a
schedule of upcoming events).

Hum's the Word
I THOROUGHLY enjoyed Gary Clark's hum-

mingbird article [July]. Growing up near Marshall,
we saw many of them around my mother's and

grandmother's four-o'clocks and honeysuckle

A u
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each summer. But I have lived here in New York's
Hudson Valley for 30 years, and even with lots
of flowers in the yard, we didn't see a hummer
until about five years ago. We promptly put up
feeders, and now at least one pair nests here
each year. The male arrives exactly on May 1st,
and one of them is last seen around Septem-
ber 15th. They're overly skittish, so I can't get
close enough to see if they are banded.

BILL SHEPHERD

ENJOYED the article on hummingbirds. It might
be of interest to readers to know that many hum-
mingbirds nest in Coleman and other counties.
I have some that nest in my pecan trees.

DARRELL TAPLEY

Trunk Show
"PETITE Pachyderm" [Speaking of Texas, July]
is one of the dearest stories I have ever read
and enjoyed. A sincere thank-you to Ellen
Durrenberger Johnston of Kerrville. I sent this
wondrous true story to some friends back in
Germany who had wished us well in 1992 on
our way to the "New Country"-Texas-as immi-
grants. Been here ever since and love it!

MARGIE JAKOBSMEIER
Lubbock

Stamp of Approval
FOR ANYONE not fortunate enough to get to
see the Quilts of Gee's Bend on exhibition [see
June's For the Road], the U.S. Postal Service is
issuing stamps this year honoring these quilts.
The stamps should be available at any post
office in late August.

MARGEE CHRISTOPHER
Caddo Mills

Wildcatter Follow-up
LAST February's article on the Wildcatter
Ranch [by June Naylor] was completely accu-
rate. We chose to have a family celebration of
our 50th anniversary at the ranch, and it was a
super experience. The accommodations, the
activities, the food, and especially the staff
made it a memorable time for all. Young and
old will enjoy the natural beauty of the ranch.

BERT AND LOIS JABLINSKI
Plano

WRITE OR E-MAIL: Talk to TH, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/486-5879; e-mail:

letters 05@texashighways.com. Web site: www.
texashighways.com. Though we are unable to print
every letter, we just might select yours to appear in the
magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism. We
reserve the right to edit letters.

Food, Fun and Festivities of the Wester Way

All Traillead To Mclinney
For Tickets and More Information,
visit: www.roundupontherange.com

Contact us at info@roundupontherange.com

Whe: or call (972) 542-0679
Myers Park & Event Center (formerly Collin County Youth Park)
7117 County Road 166, at the SW Corner of
CR 168 and 166 _ 64

Saturday, October 21, 2006 - from Sam - 10pm N
Barn Dance featuring The Thrift Store Cowboys
7pm - 10pm

"e McKinney

Entrance fee: $10 per carload (parkftg included)
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THIS MONTH'S TOP PICKS AND PLACES

No Business Like Show Business
AFTER EARNING HIS CHOPS AS A SINGING WAITER IN NEW YORK'S

Bowery district, creative lyricist Irving Berlin (1888-1989) went on to

write some of American music's most popular songs, including the

theatrical anthems "There's No Business Like Show Business" and

"Anything You Can Do (I Can Do Better)," "Count Your Blessings

Instead of Sheep," and the patriotic paean "God Bless America." His

lyrical style remains influential, particularly on Broadway and else-

where in the theater world.

BILLY ROSE THEATRE CoI ECTIO THE NEWS [ORK P0B EL f IP P 0 (W THE PRRORTN~ NAI

Through October 1, the McNay Art Museum in
San Antonio presents Show Business! Irving
Berlin's Broadway, an exhibition organized by
the New York Public Library for the Performing
Arts. Along with theater playbills, magazine illus-
trations, and musical scores, the show includes
original theater designs, costumes, and publici-
ty photos. Or, in the words of Mr. Musical him-
self: The costumes! The scenery! The makeup!

The props! Call 210/824-5368;
www.mcnayart.org.

WHATEVER FLOATS
YOUR BOAT Irving Berlin, sh

IMAGINE DANGLING YOUR director Sammy

feet in an enticing 89,000-acre wrote the entire

lake filled with sailboats, windsurfers, and water-
skiers. In North Texas, Lake Texoma delivers the

wn here at the piano with Florenz Ziegfeld, canoe
Lee, and the chorus of 1927's Ziegfeld Follies,
score for the production.

goods for both luxury-seekers and budget-con-
scious tourists who want a jam-packed week-
end or a holiday filled with relaxing activities.

Islands with sandy beaches are scattered all
over the lake, and boat tours-popular during
the fall-give visitors a chance to see bald
eagles soaring through the area. Year round, you
can enjoy a soothing swim or a picnic near the
shore. If you like to fish, the lake is legendary for
its abundance of striped bass. Golfers seeking
to enjoy a round can pick from more than 10
area golf courses and country clubs. Near the
lake, two national wildlife preserves, two state
parks, and more than 50 parks managed by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers offer camping
and hiking.

Among the most luxurious of Lake Texoma's
26 resorts is the surprisingly affordable Cedar
Mills Marina & Resort. Boaters of all types can
be found here, from aviators who arrive by pri-
vate plane on the marina's 3,000-foot airstrip to
weekend water-skiers. Don't have a boat? No
problem here, as the marina offers sailing les-
sons.You can also take in the lake's beauty from
one of the resort's cottages ($59-$170 per
night), or from a spot at the RV Park ($15-
$130 per night). Dine while enjoying a pano-
ramic view of the harbor at Pelican's Landing
Waterfront Restaurant, which offers sandwich-
es, pizzas, burgers, steaks, and seafood.
Browse through the Ships Store, which carries
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loads of trinkets, clothing, artwork, jewelry, and
souvenirs and has great seasonal sales.

Cedar Mills is also the home of the manufac-
turing facility of ValiantYachts, a respected name
in the sailing industry for more than three decades.
If you'd like to learn how the boats are made, you
can take a tour of the Valiant factory and see every-
thing from fiberglass lay-up to canvas construction.

For more information on the marina or Valiant
Yachts, call 903/523-4222; www.cedarmills.
com. For more information on Lake Texoma, go
to www.laketexoma.com. -JENNIFER LEE

WEND YOUR WAY (THIS WAY)
OUTSIDE OF GERMANY, MORE WENDS-A
Sorbian-speaking Slavic people now concentrat-
ed in eastern Germany-live in Australia and
Texas than anywhere else in the world. Learn more
about these rugged individualists at the 18th
Annual Wendish Fest, held September 24 in
Serbin, a small Wendish community near Gid-
dings. Church services in English and in German
kick off the day, which then unfurls with activities
like noodle-making, egg-decorating, and black-
smithing demonstrations, washer-pitching games,
a crosscut-sawing contest, and children's train
rides. Live entertainment includes performances
by Kovanda's Czech Band and a sing-along led
by the venerable Houston Liederkranz, as well as
a performance by the Houston Shanty Chor, an
all-male choir that sings the working songs of
19th-Century merchant-marine sailing ships.
Call 979/366-2441.

SEE AND B SCENE
IT'S BARELY FIVE MONTHS OLD, BUT THE
new Blanton Museum of Art in Austin has al-
ready established itself as Art Central in the Capi-
tal City. "It's like a big-city art museum!" people
exclaim, simultaneously pleased and surprised.

The building's warm, natural light makes art-
viewing exceedingly pleasant, and the artworks
span nearly every style-collections of Greek
and Roman plaster casts and Latin American
modernism to art of the American West and in-
novative contemporary works. And the programs
and activities-which range from book clubs and
yoga to parties in the galleries-encourage com-
munity participation in a style befitting a city
whose unofficial mantra is "Keep Austin Weird.'
The monthly Friday-night "B Scene" parties bring
out the crowds with live bands, trendy DJs, and a
stylish spread of food and drink; check out this
month's event on September 1.

And on September 10, Austin celebrates its an-
nual Austin Museum Day with free admission to
dozens of museums, galleries, and other attrac-

IITT
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Unity Theatre
Live Entertainment

979-830-8358

Murski Homestead
Bed & Breakfast

877-690-0676

Antique Rose
Emporium

979-836-5548

Best West
of Bren

979-251

Must Be
A Brenham

979-830

Horseshoe
Family F

979-251

WA Sixx$NTON COUNTY

Oln f

Naturally Beautiful.
Historically Significant.

Relaxing and Fun!

ern Inn Ellison's Greenhouses
Wham Open daily year-round
-7791 979-836-6011

0l

Heaven Washington-on-the-Brazos
Tradition! State Historic Site
-8536 936-878-2214

Junction Carol's at Cat Spring
in Park Gourmet Restaurant
-8701 979-865-1100

FOR A FREE VISITOR'S GUIDE, CALL 1-800-509-1752
WWW.BRENHAMTEXAS.COM

BRENHAM - BURTON - CHAPPELL HILL - INDEPENDENCE -WASHINGTON
Halfway between Houston and Austin on Hwy. 290

September 2006 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 7

T J1_1 aste



Discover a remarkable and magical environment

where chilc'ren are urged to touch, question,

explore, experiment and imagine. Visit our new,

state of the art, children's museum.

No tube required.

801 West San Antonio Street
New Braunfels, Texas 78130

830-620-0939 www.mckennakids.org

Experience San Angelo
from a different point of view.

Wild times are waiting for you ir San Angelo

V

~1
San Angelo combines the best
of the great outdoors with the
finest in West Texas charm
and hospitality. With wide open
wilderness for hunting -- including
Deer, Turkey, Antelope, Javelina,
Quail, Dove, and exotic game - plus
fishing, horseback riding, biking, or
just pl ain relaxing, San Angelo is an
outdoorsman's dream come true.

SANiANGELO
Iownhone Uptown Go,"dtics

- s i CALL -800-375-1206 ORVISff SANANGI.ORG

tions, including the Blanton, the Austin Children's
Museum, the Bob Bullock Texas State History
Museum, Mexic-Arte Museum, the Austin Muse-
um of Art, Wild Basin Wilderness Preserve, and
the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.

For information about the Blanton, call 512/
471-7324; www.blantonmuseum.org. For informa-
tion about Austin Museum Day and the Austin Mu-
seum Partnership, see www.austinmuseums.org.

BOOK IT TO ABILENE
ABILENE'S SIXTH ANNUAL BOOK FESTIVAL
promises to be more harmonious than ever, with
the lineup now featuring tunes as well as tomes.
The newly christened West Texas Book & Music
Festival (Sep. 19-23) offers author presenta-
tions, book signings, musical performances rang-
ing from jazz to gospel, a cookbook gala, a cook-
ing demonstration, brown-bag-lunch programs,
workshops, and more. Most events are free.

The weeklong celebration culminates with a
Boots & Books Luncheon, where Dallas author
Jane Roberts Wood will receive the A.C. Greene
award. Previous winners include John Graves,
Walt McDonald, Elmer Kelton, Sandra Brown,
and Liz Carpenter.

Sponsored by Friends of the Abilene Public
Library and the Abilene Reporter-News, the fes-
tival raises money for library programs. Call
325/676-6025; www.abilenetx.com/apl/.

RETURN OF THE WILD WEST
IN BANDERA, THE DUDE-RANCH TOWN WEST
of San Antonio that calls itself the "Cowboy Capi-
tal of the World," the West lives on year round, but
never more so than during Labor Day Weekend.
That's when the annual Celebrate Bandera fes-
tival (Sep. 1-3) spins back the clock a hundred
years or so and returns to the town's roots. The
fun starts off Friday night with a melodrama and
cowboy mounted shooting demonstrations. Satur-
day and Sunday's activities include a parade and
cattle drive, an intertribal powwow, professional
bull-riding, historical reenactments by the San
Antonio Living History Association, live music by
the Brazos Bottom Cowographers, and the spec-
tacle of Dr. E.T. Bushrod's Medicine Show. You
can enjoy Western Swing bands, storytellers,
and a juried arts-and-crafts show, too. Call 800/
364-3833; www.celebratebandera.com.
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HISTORY, FOLKLORE, AND

OCTOGENARIAN SONGBIRD

here's nothing like being the husband of a prima donna," joked 84-

year-old Henry Clay Wright of Austin in February 1924. At the time,

the Civil War veteran was enjoying the favorable publicity heaped

upon his wife, Sarah, who had re-
cently made her singing debut in

New York, just months shy of her

own 80th birthday.

Sarah, according to news reports,
had long desired to perform on the
concert stage, but had confined her
vocal artistry to the church choir, the

Confederate veterans' retirement

home, and bedside lullabies for her
four children and seven grandchildren.

While visiting one of her daughters in
New York in December 1923, reported
The New York Times, Sarah ran into a
friend from Austin, Mrs. Ida Haggerty-

Snell, who had given voice lessons back
in Texas. When asked if she "still sang,"
the 79-year-old Sarah answered with

vibrant melody.
At Ida's urging, Sarah began re-

hearsals in a studio of the Metropolitan

Opera House and soon found herself
onstage in a Wurlitzer Building concert

hall, enchanting worldly New Yorkers
with a program that one reporter
described as "the old sweet songs of
the last generation." A 1924 Austin

American article noted that she also

"thrilled" New York audiences with

performances in Carnegie and Wana-

maker halls.
Though she tired of the publicity,

Sarah no doubt continued singing at

home and in church until her death at
92. And her melodious spirit doubtless

helped sustain husband Henry, who

passed on at the august age of 101.

-Gene Fowler, Austin

FAR BELOW
BUCHANAN'S WATERSD Ceep beneath the waters of Lake

Buchanan lies the Barringer

Hill mine, once one of the

highest yielding mines of rare-earth

OURTESY GENE FOWLER

If~~~., S IVR OwOO"
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made her New York City debut shortly before
her 80th birthday.

minerals in the world. Now only leg-
end in Llano County, the mine was

famous at the turn of the 20th Cen-

tury for producing economically im-

portant minerals, as well as enormous

quartz crystals weighing up to sever-

al hundred pounds each. John Bar-
ringer discovered the hill's wealth in

1886, when he unearthed a curious
greenish-black ore. Local geologist
N.J. Badu sent away samples, which
came back identified as gadolinite, a
mineral until then known to exist

only in Russia. Valued at $144 per

ounce-the equivalent of $3,000 an
ounce today-the gadolinite was
worth a fortune.

The timing could not have been
better for Barringer to capitalize on

his discovery. In the north, inventors

and businessmen were scrambling to

find a material suitable for making a

filament for the first commercially

FASCINATING FACT E
TEXASviable incandescent light bulb,

Thomas Edison's recent invention.

Hoping Barringer Hill might yield the
mineral needed, the Edison Company
sent a geologist to investigate. Over

time, more than 50 minerals were

catalogued at the site, including sev-
eral other rare varieties and five that

proved new to science.

Business giant George Westing-
house, too, needed gadolinite for a

street-lamp design, and mining opera-
tions near Llano commenced in 1902.

The gadolinite was so precious that
workers readied it for shipping by train

by wrapping it in tissue paper and

packing it in locked iron boxes. The
miners discovered an unexpected side

effect: Because some of Barringer Hill's
minerals were radioactive, the men suf-

fered minor burns and soreness of the
hands. As it turned out, Barringer Hill's

heyday ended quickly once production
of light-bulb filaments from inexpen-
sive wire began.

Full-scale operations lasted only a
few years, but for 30 years after the
mine shut down, it remained a haven
for rock collectors. With the comple-
tion of Buchanan Dam in 1937, how-

ever, the rising waters of Lake Bu-

chanan spelled the end of that activ-

ity, too. Today, museums contain the

only vestiges of the Barringer Hill mine.

The Llano County Historical Museum

(in Llano; 325/247-3026) has samples
of various Barringer Hill minerals and

an early-1900s Nernst street lamp

with a filament of Barringer Hill

gadolinite. Other Barringer Hill sam-

ples are at the Texas Memorial Muse-

um in Austin (gadolinite and quartz)

and the American Museum of Nat-
ural History in New York City. An
8.565-carat, faceted specimen of

gadolinite from Llano County is in

the National Gem Collection at the

National Museum of Natural His-
tory, part of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion in Washington, D.C.

-Theresa Diehl, Austin
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On CHEAP THRILLS

More with Less
DANG IT, YOU DIDN'T WIN THE RECENT MEGA MILLIONS JACKPOT.

Or inherit that palatial River Oaks spread from your benevolent rich

aunt, rest her soul. But trust us, you can still play on Easy Street,
even if you get there by econo-car. (Or maybe you're budgeting during

the day so you can splurge on a vintage bottle of Chateau St. Snazzy

at dinner. We won't pry; we just want you to be happy.) Here are

some ideas for frugal fun.

JGRIFFIS SMITH
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BUILDING BLOCKS
FOR MANY TRAVELERS, PASSIONS FOR
architecture and history go hand in hand. If you
fit that description, check out these tours next
time you're in Austin and Dallas.

Make a reservation at least one business day
in advance, and you can enjoy a free, guided,
20-minute tour of the Texas Governor's Man-
sion. Designed by architect Abner Cook and
completed in 1856 in the Greek Revival style,
the stately, two-story home has Ionic columns
across the front, a sweeping staircase in the
foyer, and floor-length windows meant to help
with ventilation during the summer. Guests
explore the bottom floor (the upstairs private
quarters are off-limits), which is decorated with
antiques, handmade carpets, dazzling chande-
liers, official state china, and a magnificent
painting of the Alamo battle by Texas artist
Robert Onderdonk. Be sure to look closely at
the staircase balustrade-you can see where
Governor James Hogg hammered nails in the
railing to stop his kids from taking the quick
route from second floor to first. The mansion is
at 1010 Colorado. Tours take place Mon-Thu
10-noon. Call 512/463-5516; www.txfgm.org.

After a tour of the guv's house, make your way
a block north to explore the magnificent
grounds of the 1888 State Capitol building.
Restored and renovated in 1995, the Capitol is
built of red granite and Texas limestone, and
boasts a dome topped with a dramatic God-
dess of Liberty statue. During the renovation, a
four-story, underground Capitol Extension, illu-
minated by skylights, was built on the struc-
ture's north side. Visitors can explore many
areas of the building, including the South
Entrance Foyer, which highlights paintings by

10 TEXAS HIGHWAYS September 2006

W.H. Huddle of Davy Crockett i

and the surrender of Santa
Anna, as well as statues by
Elisabet Ney of Stephen F.
Austin and Sam Houston. handsome Stat

In the soaring rotunda, look
up, and the four upper floors of the Capitol
resemble a gilded seashell. Look down, too: The
terrazzo floor features a design called the "Seals
of Nations,' which includes a depiction of the
Seal of the Republic of Texas, encircled by the
coats of arms from the United States, Mexico,
Spain, France, and the Confederacy-the five
nations of which Texas has been a part.

You can see where

Governor James Hogg hammered

nails in the railing to stop his

kids from taking the quick route

from second floor to first.

Guided and self-guided tours of the Capitol
are available daily. (Pick up a tour brochure
at the Capitol Information and Guide Service,
on the first floor.) Call for times and group reser-
vations; 512/463-0063; www.tspb.state.tx.us.

For another look at Texas history, take a free
tour of the Hall of State in Dallas' Fair Park,
the whole of which earned recognition as a
National Historic Landmark in 1986. Built as a
shrine to Texas for the 1936 Texas Centennial
Exposition, the Hall of State survives today as
a classic example of Texas Art-Deco architec-
ture. Its streamlined, columned portico draws
the eye upward with colorful mosaics and a
striking sculpture of an Indian poised with bow-

eek, you can take a guided or self-guided tour of the
te Capitol building in Austin.

and-arrow-a piece known as the Tejas Warrior.
Inside, the building's Great Hall features a

12-foot, gold Star of Texas, surrounded by six
female figures representing the six flags of
Texas. Two-story murals painted by Eugene
Savage depict Texas history from the 1500s
through 1936. Ten chandeliers hang from the
ceiling, where you'll find stenciled designs of an
armadillo and a roadrunner; on the floor, mosa-
ic tile designs depict other animals of the
Southwest. Keep your eyes open as you tour this
grand structure, as you'll discover symbols and
stylized figures on nearly every surface.

Now the home of the Dallas Historical
Society, which presents free exhibits relating to
Texas history, the Hall of State opens daily. Call
214/421-4500; www.hallofstate.com.

A BARGAIN AT ANY PRICE
WITH HUNDREDS OF MUSEUMS SHOW-
casing art, history, nature, and science, Texas
serves up culture and info-tainment to spare.
Visit on select days, and you'll have change to
spare, too: Most places offer free or discounted
admission on certain days. Here are a few sur-
prises we turned up:

Housed in a reclaimed brewery not far
from downtown, the San Antonio Museum of
Art contains an impressive array of Greek and
Roman antiquities, Latin American and Asian
art, and American paintings. Visit for free on
Tuesdays from 4-8 p.m., then indulge in a late
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dinner on the River Walk. iPorque no? Call 210/
978-8100; www.samuseum.org.

The Fort Worth Zoo, which normally charges
$10.50 for adults and $8 for kids, offers half-
price admission on Wednesdays. Don't miss the
zoo's newest addition, the stunning Great
Barrier Reef exhibit, which makes a splash with
86 Australian aquatic species. Call 817/759-
7555; www.fortworthzoo.org.

The Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth,
housed in a stunning building designed by Japa-
nese architect Tadao Ando, offers free admission
every Wednesday and on the first Sunday of
each month. (Visit the Kimbell Art Museum,
across the street-always gratis-and make
a day out of it.) Call 817/738-9215; www.
themodern.org.

The Meadows Museum, on the SMU campus
in Dallas, owns one of the largest collections of
Spanish art outside of Spain, and it offers free
admission on Thursdays from 5-8 p.m. From
September 29 through December 31, the
Meadows hosts an exhibition of 57 artworks
assembled by Spanish collectors Josefina and
Juan Antonio P6rez Sim6n, including pieces by
Monet and Renoir. Call 214/768-2516; www.
meadowsmuseumdallas.org.

The Dallas Museum of Art is free on Thursday
nights, too-from 5-9 p.m. Through September
24, check out silver cocktail shakers, tea servic-
es, and some 200 other works in a show called
Modernism in American Silver: 20th-Century
Design. Now, that's rich! Call 214/922-1200;
www.dallasmuseumofart.org.

Nearby, the indoor-outdoor Nasher Sculpture
Center highlights the sensational collection of
Raymond Nasher and his late wife, Patsy. Get
there before noon on the first Saturday of each
month, and admission for the day is free. Free ad-
mission every 3rd Thursday, 5-10, too. Call 214/
242-5100; www.nashersculpturecenter.org.

In Houston, the Houston Museum of Natural
Science waives general admission on Tuesdays
from 2-5. You'll have plenty of time to explore
the museum's dinosaur skeletons; breathtaking
displays of gemstones, insects, and shells; and
halls dedicated to chemistry, space science,
and African and Texas wildlife. Call 713/639-
4629; www.hmns.org.

Nearby, the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston,
offers free admission all day on Thursdays. On
view August 19-January 21, 2007, The Cat's
Meow gathers together 25 works that celebrate
the feline persuasion, in all of its purring, prowl-
ing, and posing proclivities. As French novelist
Colette said, "Time spent with cats is never
wasted." Call 713/639-7300; www.mfah.org.
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NOTEWORTHY CULINARY JOURNEYS

DINING, SHOPPING, AND RELAXATION NEAR BOERNE

River Rock Caf6 BY MAXINE MAYES

ON A CHI IY, misty day, my friend Bobbie Wetherbee and I

set out on a "let's-try-a-new-restaurant" jaunt to a place we'd

seen advertised in our local Boerne newspaper. Five minutes

after leaving Interstate 10, we made a left turn onto the street

noted on our map. "Can this be right?" we wondered aloud.

"We're entering a subdivision." And we

did, very briefly, head down a street

flanked by beautiful homes.

A bend in the road after our next turn,
though still bordered by houses on one side,
revealed a sweeping meadow on the other.

Where the wide blacktop gave way to a nar-

row lane, a tiny sign told us we were still

on the right track. Stately oaks lined up like

sentinels near the lane; a herd of axis deer,
appearing ghostly in the mist, grazed be-

neath mesquites. At the road's end, six silos

soaring behind a cluster of old stone struc-

tures signaled our arrival at the River Rock

Cafe & Event Center. -Y

Out of the car we

inhaled fresh country

air laced with earthy

garden scents and ad-

mired the native Texas

foliage against a wea-

thered cedar-rail fence.
entrees, including q

Inside the foyer, a gift reasonable prices.
shop displaying col-

orful tapestry handbags, beaded trin-

kets, and folk art promised great after

lunch browsing. Silver lettering above

a door to the right announced "Therapy

. I-MW4, ~~

I)40

Lake Conroe Area
N A T U R A L L Y F U N

www.lakeconroetx.org
8 7 7 - 4 - C 0 N R 0 E

u fiche, quesadillas, and wild salmon sandwiches, at

at the Ranch," a spa and massage center.

Bobbie and I soon learned that River

Rock Caf6 is not just a place to "do

lunch" in a serene setting, although it's

worth the drive for that singular purpose.

River Rock is a destination, a peaceful

place where fine dining, shopping, spa

services, and cozy lodging coexist on rest-

ful, rural acreage, all the result of owner

Janis Fair's passion for an old, aban-

doned, barn-like building.
In the late 1930s, four decades before

Janis' husband, Ralph E. Fair Jr., devel-

oped the first phase of the upscale Fair

Oaks Ranch subdivision just north of

San Antonio, the building and the land

surrounding it formed part of the Fair

family ranch. The six silos bear silent wit-

ness to the caf6's tenure as a granary,

where tons of grain were mixed with mo-

lasses to make sweet feed for the Fairs'
registered Hereford cattle. Later, the build-

ing stored farm implements and water-

system equipment and housed an assem-

bly plant for gas-well compressors, but it

was eventually abandoned, to become

just a depository for odds and ends.

"I've always loved this building and

this area," says Janis, gesturing toward

Cibolo Creek in the distance. "I've been

told that the Pinta Trail, a route the pio-

neers took, followed the creek. I just had
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River Rock Cafe is not just a place to "do lunch" in a serene

setting, but a destination where fine dining, shopping, spa ser-

vices, and cozy lodging coexist on restful, rural acreage.
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ging, and event center-around an old, beloved stone building (top).
The gift shop (above) stocks Guatemalan textiles, tapestries, and
beaded products; Nicaraguan hammocks and swings; and various
anticlues and hone-accent pieces.

this desire to save this building for a spe-
cial purpose."

For several years, Janis lived in Costa

Rica, but on trips back to Texas she al-
ways made time to visit the sturdy but
forlorn landmark. After being tied up in
an estate for years, the building-and two

World War II-era homes nearby-finally

became hers, but it took a while longer

for that "special purpose" to evolve.

First, in the mid-1990s, she trans-

formed the two houses into guest cot-

tages. Each-the Exline and the Ererson
(both are family names)-has long-
leaf-pine floors, two bedrooms, a fully
equipped kitchen, and a porch or patio for
birdwatcliing, stargazing, or daydream-

ing. Janis, who had become a certified
massage therapist, turned a corner wing
of "her building" into "Therapy at the

Ranch," a wellness center

inspired by her holistic

approach to life. But she
still had unused space, so
she decided to open a restau-

rant as well.

River Rock Caf6's execu-

tive chef, Joey Gallardo,
came to his culinary calling
after a seven-year stint as a
diesel mechanic. Joey, the

youngest of nine children,
grew up loving the kitchen
and cooking, but he was

swept into his father's truck-

ing business out of a sense of
loyalty. Eventually, after per-

suading his brother to re-
place him in the family busi-
ness, Joey enrolled in the Cu-
linary Arts School of the Aims
Academy in Dallas. After grad-
uation, he worked for a time
at two independently-owned

Dallas-area restaurants, in-

cluding the swank Aurora.
"I never wanted to work

at a chain restaurant," he
says, "because I'd be too limited in what I
could do."

At River Rock, Joey has the freedom to
experiment with inventive menus and to

add innovative touches to traditional en-

trees. Diners seem to approve, raving

about his Mini Fish Tacos-tilapia with
mixed cabbage and fresh pico de gallo
topped with a cilantro-lime vinaigrette.

And, although more-adventurous ap-

petites might choose the Baby Spinach
Quesadillas with feta cheese, caramelized
onions, and house-made salsa, I found the

Chicken Quesadillas, made with tomato-
basil tortillas, to be the best I've ever

eaten. I haven't tried the Lobster Avocado
Salad yet, but I'm intrigued by its fusion
of ingredients: lobster, grapefruit slices,
toasted almonds, cracked pepper, and

red bell peppers served with a red-wine
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22ND ANNUAL WINGS OVER HOUSTON AIRSHOW

mm

October 21st-22nd, Ellin '7 leld, the USAF "Thunderbirds"
including vintage aircraft and military jet demos.

Information & tickets wingsoverhouston.com or call 713-266-4492

Fun " Close " Affordable, Bay Area Houston is Windsurfing -Unique Shopping - Fresh
minutes from the Airshow and within 30 minutes Seafood at beautiful waterfront restaurants.
of Galveston beaches and downtown Houston. Great Fall Rates for Every Budget.

Attractions and fun for kids of all ages!
Kemah Boardwalk - Space Center Houston - CALL 1-800-844-LAKE or CLICK ON
Birding -Water Sports - Parasailing - BAY AREA HOUSTON www.visitbayareahouston.com
Fishing/Sailing Charters - CONVN \10 , vis TORS \ RE Wi to book ONLINE reservations.
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Join us at the 46th annual "Salute to Sausage" You don't have to know how to
spell gemuetlichkeit to have a good time at Wurstfest! Come enjoy great mu-
sic, good fun and many special events. It's the Munich Oktoberfest, Texas style!

For information about Wurstfest tours that can include San Antonio, Austin, and
the Texas Itill Country, contact our tour department.

vinaigrette on a bed of Bibb lettuce and

mixed field greens.

Georgia Jobes, a frequent customer who

lives nearby, says, "I'm a bit of a food

snob. I like River Rock because the food

is natural and healthy." (Unlike Georgia,
I'm of the "life-is-short-eat-dessert-first"

persuasion, so I've already sampled Joey's

Chocolate-Chip Pecan Pie and Creme

Brlee. Next I plan to try his homemade,
hand-rolled empanadas.)

ECICoEc eventS li ic hiave mEuded tile art and

herb festival shown above. A Farmers Market takes
place on the grounds every Saturday.

The Caf6's claim of "fresh ingredients

and organic produce" is not just hype.

Many of the ingredients come from River

Rock's own gardens. As Joey attests, "I

can walk outside and cut rosemary or

field greens in the morning to use in the

day's food preparation. You can't get

much fresher than that."

River Rock's gardens-floral, herb, and

vegetable-are another of Janis' passions.

"I'm a farmer at heart," she says. "I just

love to be outdoors among plants." Every

Saturday morning, Janis sponsors a

Farmers Market at River Rock where she

and other local growers sell their produce.

Birdsong, dove calls, and trickling

water serenade diners on the Caf6's patio.

On chilly evenings, they enjoy the out-

door fireplace on the brick-and-stone ter-

race. Willow deck chairs overlooking a

rocky creek bed invite lounging after

lunch. No wonder San Antonio Express-

News readers voted River Rock Caf6

"Best Outdoor Dining" last year.

The Caf6's interior is also esthetically

appealing, with scored-and-stained con-

crete floors and a decor that melds ele-
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Hallway Uetwcen boe n and Sin Antonio s nuuhweswe boundary, River RHuc wrws guests noOKng for
serenity in a rural, oak-shaded setting.

rents of the Texas look (a limestone fire-
place and a mesquite mantel) with Medi-
terranean and Old World motifs :Italian
pottery and sculpted
iron accents). Ex-

posed ductwork and
rusty-red steel raft-

ers beneath a high-

gabled, galvanized-
tin ceiling give the
space the feel of a

loft. The River Rock
Event Room, a pop-
ular venue for wed-

ding receptions that's

Whether you visit River Rock for
midweek lunch and shopping, a Friday-
night dinner, a Saturday-morning break-

Every Saturday morning,
Janis Fair sponsors a Farm-

ers Market at River Rock

where she and other local

growers sell their produce.

next to the git shop,
has the same rustic, eclectic elegance,with
the added distinctions of ornate chande-
liers and stained-glass window panels.

RIVER ROCK CAFE & EVENT CENTER
is at 30260 Saratoga Lane, Fair
Oaks Ranch 78015. Directions (from
San Antonio): Take 1-10 west to Ralph Fair
Rd. (Exit 550). Follow Ralph Fair Rd. nor-h 6
miles to Keeneland Dr., turn left, then take an
immediate left on Saratoga Lane, which ends
at River Rock. Call 830/755-8913; www.river
rockfairoaks.com.

River Rock Cafe hours: Lunch Mon-Sat 11-2,
breakfast Sat 9-11:30, dinner Fri-Sat 5:30-9.
Reservations a must for dinner.

Therapy at the Ranch-Spa services and mas-
sages by appt. only. Call 830/981-2277.

Guesthouses-Both the Exline and the Emerson

fast and browse of
the Farmers Market,

a pampering massage
and facial, a weekend
in a guesthouse, or all

of the above, you'll
want to give Janis a

thumbs up for seeing
the beauty and char-
acter of the former

granary and salvag-
ing it "for a special purpose.

MAXINE MAYES also writes in this issue about attrac-
tions of the South Texas Plains.

can sleep 4 people. Rates: $200 for one night,
$175 per night for 2 or more nights, and a fur-
ther discount for weekly rental. Call 830/981-
2277; www.fairoaksguesthouses.com.

Event Room-A 1,700-square-foot room ac-
commodating 175-200 people is available. Res-
ervations a must. Call Linda Longo, River Rock's
event planner, for rental fee and details at 210/
218-9174.

Public Events-The Farmers Market is held out-
doors every Sat 9-1. Other public events are held
periodically. On Nov. 10-11, 2006, River Rock
will host a Holistic Health Forum. Seating limited;
reservations encouraged. For details, call Linda
Longo, at 210/218-9174.
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TEXAS
HIGH&LOW

BY HELEN BRYANT

PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH
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FOR RICHER OR POORER, AUSTIN AND ENVIRONS ARE
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WHERE TO EAT
head for the Hill Country to be fancy-free. There's no easier FANCY: The word "decadent" was invent-

ed for the Driskill Grill, the romantic, soft-

place to be frugal: The landscape's the star attraction, and Mother Nature's l i omweeCe ai ul ae
ly lit room where Chef David Bull, named

shows cost nothing, aside from the occasional parking or camping fee. one of the nation's best new chefs by Food

But if it's haute Hill Country you're

after, wander into Austin for some laid-

back luxury. Here in the land of T-shirts

and flip-flops, a fancy experience doesn't

mean you have to dress fancy. Any restau-

rant requiring a coat and tie in this city

would be out of business. (In fact, anyone

wearing a coat and tie in Austin is proba-

bly a legislator, lobbyist, or lawyer.)

Austin works, whether you're bank-

rolled or broke. I've never heard anyone

complain about being bored.

WHERE TO SLEEP
FANCY: Austin's historic (founded in 1886)
Driskill Hotel is steeped in 19th-Century

elegance, but it's not intimidating.

The staff's friendly, the atmosphere,

relaxed. It's the sort of place John Wayne

would've liked-and, in fact, did. Lyndon

Johnson twice watched election returns

from the room that is now the LBJ and

Lady Bird Suite.
Guest rooms-no two alike-are deco-

rated with antiques and start at $205.

Want to really feel like a turn-of-the-cen-

tury cattle baron? Book the opulent LBJ

and Lady Bird Suite for $1,150, or the
Cattle Baron Suite for $2,500.

The Driskill has a small fitness studio

with massage and exercise rooms, a busi-

ness center, and numerous meeting and

event rooms, including the new Victorian

Room, which spans two levels.

Don't fail to check out the Driskill's

bar, a relaxed living room with snakeskin

walls and cowhide couches. Nothing like

sipping a cocktail while a Longhorn head

glares at you from over the mantel.

FRUGAL: No place is more intrinsically

Austin than the Austin Motel, where visit-

ing musicians often stay; you can some-

times hear them strumming in the court-

yard. The 41 cute, eclectically themed

(everything from polka dots to a Mount

Fuji mural) rooms of various sizes are fur-

nished with local antiques. The pool's

great for cooling off and people-watch-

ing. And you can't beat the location:

18 TEXAS HIGHWAYS September 2006

smack in the middle of hip South

Congress Avenue. Book three months in

advance; double rooms start at $85,
including tax, and are highly popular.

Each to his own. u
made with mussels and other seafood. Across Con
MotcrWorks offers down-home fare, like this fried-
(above), and a large selection of beers.

and Wine magazine, works his magic. His

nine-course tasting menu ($125 per per-

son or $175 with wine pairings) elevates

eating to high art.

The chef varies his offerings, but the

night my husband,
John, and I indulged,
our courses included

soups, beef tartare,
} l octopus, apples, toma-

toes, salmon, shrimp,
Kobe beef, lamb, and

a dessert assortment.

Each of these plates

deserves its own 500-

word essay, but alas, we

don't have that much

space, so I'll just say it

was all grand.

The only recourse

after a meal like this is

to be rolled directly into

bed at the Driskill.

FRUGAL: Up for a burg-
er? Walk across the

street from the Austin

Motel to Doc's Motor-
Works and pay $8.95 for
a juicy one with a side

of crunchy onion rings.

Doc's is popular as

much for its scene as for

its food: Barbara and

Jenna Bush are among

those who've nibbled

on the patio.

Mexican-food afi-

cionados know Austin

has a slew of fine choic-

es. One of my favorite

spots is the patio at

Polvo's. At one table,
you'll see hipsters; at

the next, hippies; at the

next, a child's birthday

party; at the next, Lyle

Lovett. Well, sometimes.

gress Avenue, Docs The ceviche is ar-

chicken taco salad guably the best in
town. The $8.50 large

x
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STAFF'S FRIENDLY, THE AT-

MOSPHERE, RELAXED. IT'S

THE SORT OF PLACE JOHN

WAYNE WOULD'VE LIKED-

AND, IN FACT, DID.

The sumptuous Cattle Baron Suite at Austin's 1886 Driskill Hotel rents for $2,500 a night. At right, a
carved newel post and the stained-glass dome in the Driskill's columned lobby.
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YOU CAN CATCH THE

BEST FREE SHOW IN

TOWN: 1.5 MILLION BATS

POURING OUT FROM

UNDER THE BRIDGE.

size is a good appetizer for two or light

meal for one. Polvo's does both Tex-Mex

and interior Mexican. I love the cheese

enchiladas with mole ($6.99); John

favors shrimp Veracruz ($9.99).

Margaritas ($3.50 at Happy Hour) are

tartly perfect. The staff pushes the frozen

ones ("They have more alcohol!"), but I

still prefer rocks.

FANCY AND FRUGAL: On South Congress

Avenue, Vespaio offers upscale Italian

and seafood on one side of its build-

ing, and fabulous pizzas and sandwiches

in Enoteca Vespaio on the other side. Both
feature the food of chef-owner Alan

Lazarus and of chef de cuisine Ryan

Samson.

The chefs are delightfully inventive.

At Vespaio, our server, Aaron, urged me

to order the gnocchi with hog jowls

($23), and I will be forever grateful (al-

though I had weird dreams that night).

John had rabbit three ways ($26). How

did he love it? Let us count the ways.

Another night, at Enoteca, we each

20 TEXAS HIGHWAYS September 2006
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IN THE HILL COUNTRY, the affordable fun
never ends. Here are just a few free and

nearly-free things to do:

Hamilton Pool Here's my favorite Hill
Country swimming hole: a quiet pool in a
limestone grotto, with little waterfalls pouring
down from Hamilton Creek above. It's about
30 miles southwest of Austin on FM 3238,
off Texas 71. Parking's $8/vehicle (maximum
75 cars). It's a short, but rocky walk down
to the pool, so wear real sturdy shoes. Call
ahead (512/264-2740) to make sure the
pool's open. Hours: Daily 9-6 (no entry after
5:30). No drinking water available.

Enchanted Rock State Natural Area The
big ol' natural rock 1,825 feet above sea level
offers a fantastic view of the hills. Mountain
climbers love the difficult faces, but even I
can scramble up the 425 feet to the top at
the least challenging point. Wear sturdy
shoes that can grip the smooth rocks. The
rock's on FM 965 north of Fredericksburg.
More information: 325/247-3903 or
800/792-1112. (Be sure to call ahead; if it
fills to capacity, park officials may close it.)

Tubing on the Guadalupe River Ever been
white-water rafting in Colorado? This is nothing
like that. My favorite Guadalupe tube trip is
a placid 45-minute float (unless the water's
low, in which case it can take twice that) a mile
around what's known as "the horseshoe";
you wind up close to where you got in. Wear

enjoyed a crispy, thin-crust pizza i$11 for
mine, $15 for his) and left smiling.

At both places, the house wines are
tasty and not expensive.

WHERE TO PLAY
FANCY: Lake Austin Spa is about a 20-
minute drive from downtown, but it's

a different world. In this serene enclave
by the lake, you can indulge in the Full
Day Away: two 50-minute spa treat-
ments (such as a soothing foot massage
and a rosemary sea-salt scrub), one 80-
minute treatment (try a scrub with coffee
grounds followed by a long massage

La a, wmch draws crowds to view its gorgEous trsas m au1a a paaVUs as
viting any time of the year.
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sneakers and sunscreen. There are plenty of
rental places along FM 306. My own favorite
is Whitewater Sports (830/964-3800; www.
river-fun.com), where all tubes have bottoms
and rent for $12, plus a $20 deposit.

Stonehenge in Hunt A guy had a hunk
of limestone left over from a friend's home

improvement project, and it inspired him to
build a Stonehenge. It's free to go see on
FM 1340, off Texas 39 west of Kerrville, but
there's no signage. If you can't find it, ask
at the Hunt post office. They're used to it.

Lost Maples State Natural Area This
2,174-acre park is generally considered the
best in the state for looking at fall leaves,
but it's a good hike through the trees and
limestone cliffs any time of the year. It's off
FM 187 just north of Vanderpool. The day
fee is $5, except during October and No-
vember, when it's $6 (leaf season; try going
on a weekday). More info: 830/966-3413,
512/389-4800, or 800/792-1112; www.
tpwd.state.tx. us.

Cooper's Barbecue, Llano Generally con-
sidered one of the best barbecue spots in
Texas, Cooper's Old Time Pit Bar-B-Que (505
W. Dallas St., 325/247-5713, www.coopers
bbq.com) has a two-inch-thick pork chop
($9.95) for which my husband and I will

gladly drive 70 miles northwest from Austin.
Check out the meat on the pit, point to what
you like, and it's yours. -HELEN BRYANT



A Taste of the High life
EVEN WE who wallow in frugality like to

add a drop of the deluxe now and then.

Here are some ways to do that without

busting the budget:

For a dollop of the Driskill Hotel's
decadence, pick up a chocolate tres

leches cake at the hotel's 1886 Bakery.
Pastry chef Mark Chapman's creation

costs $18. Yum factor: priceless.

One of Austin's longest-running hits in

the appetizer arena is at upscale eatery

Jeffrey's (1204 W. Lynn St., 512/477-

5584, www.jeffreysofaustin.com): the

crispy oysters on yucca-root chips with
habanero-honey aioli. You get six for $13.

Add an $8 glass of wine, and you'll have

bought $21 worth of happiness.

Treat yourself to a pedicure at Lake
Austin Spa. Foot treatments here start at

$70, far more than you'd pay at a strip

mall, but they last a blissful 50 minutes

in a room overlooking a private garden.

Afterward, let your refreshed feet walk

around the peaceful grounds.

Mecca Gym & Spa (524 Lamar Blvd.,

512/381-2680, www.meccagymandspa.
com), perched high enough in a down-

town building that you can see distant

hills, is Austin's elite place to work out,

and memberships are pricey. But for just

$20, you can get a day pass to the work-

out room, where, as you trudge on the

stair-stepper, you can watch the shoppers

swarm at Whole Foods across the street

or watch the TV attached to your machine.

-HELEN BRYANT

with olive and kelp sea oil), and a

delicious lunch overlooking the lake.

The cost for all that is $475, including a

spa gift and gratuities. You'll float back

into town.

If you don't want to leave, three-night

packages at Lake Austin Spa Resort start

at $1,380 and allow plenty of time for-

in addition to the soothing treatments-

workouts, yoga, pilates, health and exer-

cise classes, kayaking, swimming, and

hiking nearby trails.
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Men, you can do this, too. But be

aware, this place smells like a girl and

feels like a girl. Most men whc come

here do so as a getaway with the wife

or girlfriend.

r} }r

Bartun springs, Austin s beloved three-ac e swimmin
tices the wannabe-cool and courageous alike with its
waters and grassy, pecan-shaded slopes.

If you've got kids and you're visiting
between spring and early fall, head 50
miles south to New Braunfels, home of

Schlitterbahn, a water park extraordinaire.
Kids do love it, but really, Schlitterbahn's
for anyone who likes to get wet-and
who doesn't, in the Texas heat? There are

some new small slides this year for the
wee ones. Teens favor the three-story
plunge and winding tunnels of the Master
Blaster. Me? I just like to float along in a

tube on the lazy Kristal River.
Here's why I've listed this as fancy:

A day at Schlitterbahn costs $36.26 for an
adult and $29.77 for a child age 3 to 11
(these prices include tax). I consider
$132.06 for a family of four a splashy
one-day splurge, since families are often

on a budget.

But here's a frugal footnote: Schlit-

terbahn doesn't charge for parking or
inner tubes, and you're free to bring your
own picnic basket into the park.

FRUGAL: Take the plunge into Barton
Springs Pool, Austin's be-
loved spring-fed swimming

hole, where the water is

always a nippy 68 degrees.
The pool's open year round,
except for occasional clean-
ing days and days when

storm runoff makes the wa-
ter unhealthy (call 512/867-
3080 to make sure it's open),
and it costs only $3, $2 for
ages 12 to 17, and $1 for age

- 11 and younger and age 62
and older.

Brace yourself; it's icy. But
even if you don't want to get
in, its grassy slopes are a
great place to sun yourself

and get a gander at Austin's
T parade of humanity.

Then at dusk, if you re in
Austin from, roughly, March
until early November, you
can catch the best free show
in town: 1.5 million bats
pouring out from their home

under the Congress Avenue
g pool, en- Bridge. (Where are they go-

68-degree ing? To grab a quick dinner

of moths, crop pests, and
other insects.) Parking in

the nearby Austin American-Statesman

and Texas Department of Transporta-
tion parking lots is legal and free af-
ter 6 p.m.

After the bats, head about a mile south
on South Congress Avenue to the
Continental Club, where local favorites
such as Toni Price (on Tuesdays) pack in
crowds, usually for $5 or less cover
charge. (Many nights, admission is free if
you arrive before 6.) You are, after all, in

the Live Music Capital of the World, and
there's no better place to hear some. *

HELEN BRYANT considers herself lucky to
live in Austin.

Staff photographer GRIFF SMITH shot last
month's stories on Singing Cowboys and
Austin's Top 20 live-music venues.

HILL COUNTRY HIGH & LOW
The Driskill Hotel (604 Brazos
St.; Austin; 512/474-5911,
www.driskillhotel.com) has
176 guest rooms and 13 suites.

The Driskill Grill serves dinner Tue-Sat.
Reservations recommended.

The Austin Motel (1220 S. Congress Ave.,
Austin; 512/441-1157; www.austinmotel.com)
has 41 singles and doubles in 4 buildings built
in the 1930s, 1950s, and 1960s. Book early.

Vespaio and Enoteca Vespaio (1610 S. Con-
gress Ave., Austin; 512/441-6100) have differ-
ent reservation polices; call ahead. Vespaio
opens Tue-Sun 5:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.; Enoteca,
which also sells Italian deli and gourmet gro-
cery items, opens for breakfast (coffee and pas-
tries only, 8-11 a.m.), lunch, and dinner Mon-
Sat 8 a.m.-10 p.m., Sun brunch 10-3. Vespaio
is often crowded, but the bar's a great place to
wait. Sun. usually has the shortest wait.

Doc's MotorWorks (1123 S. Congress Ave.,
Austin; 512/448-9181; www.docsaustin.
com) opens daily 11 a.m. for lunch and dinner.
No reservations, but if you want a spot on the
patio for dinner, get there early.

Polvo's (2004 S. 1st St., Austin; 512/441-
5446) opens daily for breakfast, lunch, and
dinner starting at 7 a.m. No reservations.

Lake Austin Spa Resort (1705 S. Quinlan Park
Rd., Austin; 512/372-7380, www.lakeaustin.
com) opens daily.

Schlitterbahn is in New Braunfels, north of San
Antonio (take Exit 190B coming south on 1-35,
take Exit 184 coming north). Signage points
the way from there. Discount tickets are sold
at most H-E-B supermarkets. See www.
schlitterbahn.com for hours (which vary by
season) and directions. The park is usually
open weekends in late Apr. and in early Sep.,
and daily May-Aug. Call 830/625-2351.

Barton Springs Pool is in Zilker Park off Barton
Springs Rd. in Austin; 512/867-3080.

The Congress Ave. Bridge spans the Colorado
River-called Town Lake at this spot-in down-
town Austin. Just to the southeast are the
Austin American-Statesman and Texas Dept.
of Transportation parking lots; to avoid being
towed, park there only after 6 p.m.

The Continental Club (1315 S. Congress Ave.,
Austin; 512/441-0202; www.continentalclub.
com) opens nightly, but hours, acts, and cover
charges vary.
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY

RANDY MALLORY
.I List I \Mi towering Piney Woods, you can take the high road or the

low -oad, budget-wise. Along the banks of mysterious Caddo Lake, vacationing

on a budget pays rich rewards. And if you're feeling flush, there's no better place

to treat yourself to luxury than at Tyler's sumptuous Kiepersol Estates. If they

could talk, the trees here would agree: The sky's the limit.

Caddo Lake works its magic on Rip Hill of Gilmer,
who casts for bass on Big Cypress Bayou in Caddo
Lake State Park. Not far from Tyler, guests live the
lush life at Kiepersol Estates, touring the vineyards
in a Clydesdale-drawn vis-a-vis carriage.
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CADDO LAKE:
CERTAIN ABOUT UNCERTAIN
r 1 wilight fades to night on the road

winding through Caddo Lake State
Park. Tall pines seem to close around

me the way water lilies close up at day's

end. By the time I reach the park's cabins,
only the glow of walkway lights illumi-

nates my deepwoods hideaway: a cozy

red-rock cottage built in the 1930s.

Early next morning-after a sleep

lulled by serenading chuck-will's-wid-

ows-I remember why waking up at

Caddo Lake is magical. A symphony of

birdsong echoes along the glistening

water's edge, where bald cypress trees

wear cloaks of Spanish moss and blue

herons fly low to the water. Dawn's angu-

lar rays hit mist dancing on the water. A

splash breaks the stillness as a fish gob-
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bles a hovering insect. Later, the plunk of
an angler's hook and bobber marks the
same spot-the act of a piscine breakfast
followed by the hope of a fried-fish lunch.

Wake up to the magic of Caddo Lake
at the end of the road in Uncertain, a low-

budget, low-key getaway on Texas' most

famous natural lake.

One thing's certain at Uncertain-

water is topic number one.

Just eavesdrop at Crip's Camp, a 1940s
waterfront fishing camp, where, at
breakfast, locals and visitors hover over
plates of eggs, sausage, and biscuits
slathered with mayhaw jelly. Chitchat
discusses the day ahead on the lake's
marked and unmarked "boat roads,"
bayous, and sloughs.

Boy, that rain sure brought up lake lev-

els! What's biting at Alligator Bayou and
Stumpy Slough? Are they done with
dredging at Starr Ditch?

Similar talk unfolds at Shady Glade
Resort, a nearby motel, marina, and cafe
where waitresses call you "Baby" or
"Honey," and anglers have launched in
search of crappie, bream, bass, and catfish
since the 1920s.

I set off from Taylor Island with fish-
ing, hunting, and tour guide Billy Carter in
his flat-bottom "Go-Devil" boat. "This
goes anywhere a canoe can...just faster,"

Billy brags as we zip along a lake passage
through a sea of American lotus. We veer

into a more-open area called Turtle Shell

that's blanketed with lily pads and dotted

-AFTER A SLEEP LULLED BY

SERENADING CHUCK-WILL'S-

WIDOWS-I REMEMBER WHY

WAKING UP AT CADDO LAKE

IS MAGICAL.
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Ild(I() Ihk Ire hesi
ENJOYED BY BOAT, BUT

UNCERTAIN'S MANY WATER-

FRONT VENUES MAKE A

FINE SECOND-BEST.

with five-story-tall bald cypress trees.

Billy shuts off the motor, and we revel in

the quiet of this primeval place.

Kerr-plop! A gigantic frog-measuring

some 14 inches long-leaps from a lily

pad into the water. "I'll catch him tonight

and show him off," Billy says. "I've got

Caddo first-timers on my full-moon tour.

They'll get a kick out of that!"

We hear the steady chug-chug of a

wood-fired steamboat, a rare sound in

most places, but common at Caddo.

From behind a cypress grove appears the

Graceful Ghost, a replica 1890s paddle-
wheeled riverboat. Captain Lexie Mc-

Millen, who once piloted famous

Mississippi riverboats, blows the whistle,
and a plume of white steam billows into

the sky. As the steamboat passes, we over-

hear Lexie's husband, Jim, who is also a

pilot, tell the tour group that a log jam on

the Red River, called the Great Red River

Raft, formed Caddo Lake over a period

of hundreds of years. (A modern dam

maintains the 30,000-acre lake, which sits

half in Texas and half in Louisiana.) Jim

adds that steamboats hauled cotton and
goods across Caddo

Lake during most of

the 19th Century.

Cadd() Lake is
best enjoyed by boat,
but Uncertain's many

waterfront venues

make a fine second-

best. Most of the &
area's two dozen or

so bed and break-

fasts are along the ;;_

water. So is Johnson's
Ranch, a 1 920s fish-
ing camp, marina,

and lodging where get your camera here
Henry Lewis, who tours in his zippy flat-
has been a guide for replica of a 19th-Cen
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any time of the year!) For visitors who want to explore the lake's nooks and crannies, Billy Carter leads
bottom boat. Or, for an entirely different experience, take a tour on the spectacular Graceful Ghost, a
tury steamboat.
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60 years, regales visitors with stories of

big catches and Caddo's booze-running

Prohibition days. Another great tourist

option for stories and good food is an

eatery on Big Cypress Bayou called Big
Pines Lodge, where patrons drive up or

boat up for cold beer, hot catfish, and
jalapeno hushpuppies. Established in
1952, it's a perennial shoreline favorite.

At another waterside hangout, Caddo
Grocery, I down a spicy barbecue sand-
wich and hear from owner and former

Uncertain mayor Betty Holder about the
brand-new 8,400-acre Caddo Lake Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. While it's still defi-
nitely a work in progress, the refuge should
offer limited public access by October.

Later, I visit with refuge manager Mark
Williams, who tells me about the local
populations of bobcats, foxes, beaver,
quail, and turkey. "We'll manage the refuge
to encourage neotropical migrant birds,
so this will be a great birdwatching site,"
he says. "Some day, this place will look
like it did during the Texas Republic, with
old growth and short-leaf pine forests."

During the Texas Republic, in fact, the
riverboat town of Port Caddo served
briefly as an official port of entry. Nothing
remains of the ghost town (now inside

Caddo Lake State Park), but park conces-
sionaires Cindy and Robert Speight honor
its history. Their boat service, which they
call Old Port Caddo Rentals and Tours,
offers both canoe rentals and motorized

boat tours, during which guides inter-
pret the area's history.

Cindy and I watch canoeists meander
across the water and agree that few of

life's pleasures rival a lazy float on Cad-
do Lake.

KIEPERSOL ESTATES:
WINE AND DINE IN THE PINES

n 1984, Pierre de Wet immigrated from
South Africa to the United States with-
his two small daughters in tow. Immi-

gration meant looking forward, not back-

ward, he recalls. Leaving his Old World
heritage proved a daunting experience, but

it left him determined to create a new Amer-

ican heritage for himself and his children.
Pierre grew up on his family's South

African tropical fruit farm, a place called
Kiepersol. (During the Boer War of 1899-

Chcap1 Thrills in Mashl
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neWI boe in Jonesville
has been in business since before the Civil War.
Here, customer Virgie Mae Robertson of Kerrville
helps herself to some cheese.

MARSHALL AND SURROUNDS offer bargain
attractions in town and country. The Marshall
Chamber of Commerce (903/935-7868;
www.marshall-chamber.com) offers a free
driving map of Marshall-area historical
attractions.

Don't miss a historical adventure by driv-
ing on the Old Stagecoach Road, six miles
of narrow dirt lane traveled by horse-drawn
stagecoaches during the 19th Century. From
Marshall, take Texas 43 east 17 miles, and
turn left on CR 2116, which becomes Stage-
coach Road. Watch out for oncoming traffic
when the road narrows to one lane.

One of Texas' most picturesque cemeter-
ies, Scottsville Cemetery, lies just 15 min-
utes from Marshall. (From US 59, take US 80
east 31/2 miles to FM 1998, then go east
nine miles.) Fine sculptures, several by Ger-
man-born Texas artist Frank Teich, adorn monu-
ments of 19th-Century plantation families.
Most noteworthy is the large statue of an
angel weeping over the grave of settler Will
Scott Youree, whose 1904 death is also
memorialized by a Victorian chapel nearby.

About 12 miles east of Scottsville, in
Jonesville, is T.C. Lindsey & Co., a general
store that has been in operation since before
the Civil War. Find everything from a slice of

"rat cheese" to Paul Bunyan-size overalls. It's
so authentic that several movies, including
the TV miniseries The Long, Hot Summer,
have been filmed here. From Marshall, take
US 80 east 24 miles, then north on FM 134 .
three miles. Call 903/687-3382.

More cheap thrills await in downtown
Marshall. Housed in the 1890 Ginocchio
Hotel building, the Harrison County Historical
Museum (707 N. Washington St.) recounts

early county history and spotlights area
natives such as Lady Bird Johnson, George
Foreman, and Bill Moyers. Admission: $2.
Call 903/938-2680.

Next door, at 800 N. Washington St., the
restored Texas and Pacific Depot, which
serves as an Amtrak passenger station, hous-
es a railroad museum and a great gift shop.
Admission: $2, $1 ages 5-21, free age 4 and

younger. Call 903/938-9495.

tN Go artsy at the Michelson Museum of Art
(216 N. Bolivar St.), which houses the life-
work of Russian-American artist Leo Michel-
son, African masks from the collection of
Jay Ward (creator of the cartoon characters
Rocky and Bullwinkle), and many other art-
works. Free admission. Call 903/935-9480;
www.michelsonmuseum.org.

w A new browser's paradise is the Weisman
Center (211 N. Washington St.). Now a mer-
chant cooperative with antiques, home deco-
rations, and a sandwich shop/espresso bar,
the restored 1890s building once housed
Joe Weisman & Company, one of the state's
first department stores. Call 903/934-8836.

m Grab a mega-burger eight miles northwest
of Marshall on Texas 154 at Fugler's Grocery
and Market. This "Home of the Bubba Burger"
serves plate-size hamburgers ($3.59 with
cheese) and homemade pie ($2 a slice),
as well as regional favorites like Pittsburg
hot links ($2.99 per half dozen) and Natchi-
toches meat pies (98$ each). Conversation
here is straight out of the animated T series
King of the Hill. As owner Alton Fugler, whose
father and grandfather started the market
in 1940, says, "'Preciate ya'll." Call 903/
935-5967. -RANDY MALLORY
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The vineyard at Kiepersol Estates grows mostly Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot,
and Syrah grapes, but it also produces two white varietals, Semillon and
Muscat de Alexandria. In Kiepersol's cozy tasting room (right), Tracy and
Greg Daymon sample wines with Greg's parents, Don anc Lucille Daymon.

1902, so the story goes, a lion once

chased some British soldiers into a huge

tree as they shouted, "We hope the tree

will keep us all." Dutch-descendant Boers

watching the scene thought they said

"Kiepersol," so that's what they called the

tree that saved them.)

After moving to East Texas to work in

the Tyler-area rose industry, Pierre bought

73 rolling acres south of Tyler to create

his own Kiepersol. His pastoral Kiepersol

Estates has grown even larger since then,
and it now features a vineyard and win-

ery, an upscale restaurant, bed-and-break-

fast lodging, a cattle-ranching business,
and a residential development.

The vineyard at Kiepersol got its start

seven years ago. "I wanted my daughters

to decide their own future," Pierre recalls.

One daughter, Marnelle Durrett, chose

grapes, apprenticing at the historic Tref-

ethen Vineyards in Napa, California,
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before becoming

Kiepersol's wine-

maker. His other

daughter, Velmay

de Wet, manages

Kiepersol's herd of

Polled Hereford

and Black Angus

purebred cattle.

The estate's 33-

acre vineyard grows mostly red vari-

etals-including Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot, and Syrah-but also two whites,
Semillon and Muscat de Alexandria (only

Semillon is currently bottled). After the
August harvest, some 8,000 gallons of

grape juice go to the winery's 18 stainless-

steel fermentation, filtering, and blending

tanks. Then it's put into some 300 French
and American oak barrels for aging. Cur-

rent production stands at 3,000 cases per

year (that's 36,000 bottles!).

Retailers across the eastern half of

Texas and in northwestern Louisiana

carry the Kiepersol label. But it's most

fun to sample the label at the winery's

stylish tasting room. An added attrac-

tion-a guided tour of the vineyard,
winery, and estate-promises pastoral

views from the blue velvet seat of a white

vis-a-vis carriage pulled by two behe-

moth Clydesdales.

Sips of several red wines in the tasting

room and a tour of the winery convince

k 4 scat j 
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WHILE DRINKING WINE AND

WHO YOU'RE WITH-NOT TO

MENTION THE SETTING-DETER-

MINE YOUR ENJOYMENT."

I
Diners at the Kiev. i w. (u n en-
joy expertly prepared seafood, poultry, and steaks.

me of Marnelle's viticultural moxie. "Half

of the love of wine is the total experi-

ence," she explains as we step onto a cov-

ered deck overlooking the vineyards.

"What you're eating while drinking wine

and who you're with-not to mention the

setting-determine your enjoyment. We

create a serene place for enjoying food

and wine with family and friends."

No surprise that Kiepersol focuses on

red varietals, because the restaurant

focuses on beef, a fine companion of red

wine. "A topnotch steak makes your soul

feel well," says Pierre, who oversees the

restaurant, "and if your soul feels well,

then that's healthy food."

My wife, Sallie, and I sample Kieper-

sol's "soul food" from a table that over-

looks the woods and a small lake. Across

the elegant dining room, a 15-foot-high

glass wall showcases 200 or more wine

selections from around the world.

s als PINEY WOODS

F [) , A/ \
Uncertain and Caddo Lake are on
FM 2198, six-tenths of a mile
east of Texas 43, near Karnack.
Typical fees for fishing-guide services
are $200-$250 for 2 persons for 8 hours.
The area code is 903.

For general information about Caddo Lake lodg-
ing, restaurants, guide services, and attractions,
contact the Caddo Lake Area Chamber of
Commerce & Tourism, 679-3500 or 866/AT-
CADDO (www.caddolake.org) and the City of
Uncertain, 789-3443 (www.cityofuncertain.com).
Also, check out the private Web site www.
uncertain-tx.com.

Caddo Lake State Park offers cabins ($75-$95
per night), campsites ($8-$20 per night), a
group recreation hall ($150 per day), boat
launch (free), picnicking, interpretive exhibits, a
playground, and hiking trails. Call 679-3351
(park information) or 512/389-8900 (reserva-
tions); www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

In Caddo Lake State Park, Old Port Caddo
Rentals and Tours offers canoes ($30 per day)
and guided lake tours ($8-$15), as well as a
stocked trading post. Call 679-3073 or 930-
0075; www.oldportcaddo.com.

Crip's Camp has cabins ($44-$77 per night),
motorboats ($65 per day), canoes ($20 per
day), breakfast ($4), and guide service. Call
789-3233; www.cripscamp.com.

Caddo Grocery has groceries, barbecue sand-
wiches ($3.50), and lake tours ($10-$20). Call
789-3495.

Billy Carter's Caddo Guide Service offers lake
tours ($20 per person daytime, $25 night; half-
price age 12 and younger) and guide service.
Call 789-3268; www.caddoguideservice.com.

Johnson's Ranch offers covered shore fishing

With glasses of Syrah and Chardonnay

securely in hand, we begin with an appe-

tizer of prosciutto and grated Parmesan

cheese rolled in a thin puff pastry. After a

classic Caesar salad (me) and a warm

spinach salad (her), we proceed to entrees

and more wine. The pistachio-crusted sea

bass and grilled duck and quail with pep-

percorn sauce sound intriguing. But I

remember Pierre's words, so we go for the

beef. Sallie chooses a fork-tender filet

mignon, and I select a fine rib-eye. We

finish up by sharing a scrumptious slice

HIGH & LOW .,

($1 per person), boat launching ($4), cabins
($45-$100 per night), canoes ($20 per day),
motorboats ($35-$50 per day), and guide serv-
ice. Call 789-3213; www.johnsonsranch.com.

Shady Glade Resort offers breakfast and lunch
($5-$8), lodging ($65-$90 per night), boat
launching ($3), and guide service. Call 877/
GO-CADDO (reservations) or 789-3295; www.
shadygladeresort.com.

Caddo Lake Steamboat Company offers steam-
boat tours on the Graceful Ghost Mar-Nov
(weekends $8-$16, reduced weekday rates).
Call 789-3978 or 888/325-5459; www.
caddolake.com/steamboat.html.

Big Pines Lodge offers no lodging, but great
catfish, shrimp, CFS, steaks, and fixings ($10-

$12) on Big Cypress Bayou. Call 679-3466.

Caddo Lake Natl. Wildlife Refuge should
open in Oct. for limited public access. See
www.fws.gov.

KIi P E RI k-0L E YTAT E S
Kiepersol Estates is 11 miles south of Tyler. Take
US 69 south to FM 344, and go east 2 miles.
Kiepersol offers a winery and tasting room
($10.50-$35 per bottle), restaurant (lunch $8-
$10 per person; dinner average $40 per person,
plus drinks), and bed & breakfast ($140-$195
weekdays, $155-$210 weekends). Also avail-
able are reservation-only winery tours (free for
fewer than 10 people, $5 each for 10 or more),
estate tours by horse-drawn carriage ($60), and
estate van tours ($8 per person, $32 minimum).
Monthly Vintner's Dinners feature a 4-course
meal, each course paired with a different wine
($90 per person). Each July or Aug., Kiepersol
hosts its Harvest Grape Stomp. For information
on the restaurant, vintner's dinners, and B&B,
call 894-3300. For winery and tour information,
call 894-8995; www.kiepersol.com.

of chocolate cake with brandy caramel

sauce.

Feeling aglow with fine food and wine,
we wish we were staying the night at one

of Kiepersol's five Victorian-decor suites

... especially when we see that three

suites have their own hot tub and private

screened porch. Indeed, such luxury would

"keep us all" in pure getaway bliss!*

Ace photographer and writer RANDY MALLORY
lives in Tyler. He likes roughing it and putting
on the ritz.
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TEXAS
HIGH&LOW

BY JACK LOWRY

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOEL SALCIDO

Fro.0F1 Paso
HOTEL CAMINO REAL,

WITH ITS TIFFANY GLASS

DOME, TO THE CAMP-

GROUNDS AND TRAILS

OF THE DAVIS AND

CHISOS MOUNTAINS,

THE BIG BEND REGION

HAS SOMETHING FOR

EVERY BUDGET.
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( Iis- I (( country of Texas isn't exactly known for its posh side,

although it does exist. Still, the essence of the region is earthy, more in touch with

the soil than with putting on airs. You can find high-end lodging and dining, of

course, but you're more likely to find affordable quarters and inexpensive food.

Best of all, the limitless landscapes and spacious skies here are always free.

EL PASO, EXPENSIVE
AND AFFORDABLE

exas boasts not one, but two royal

roads, or caminos reales. One took

Spanish explorers, traders, and mis-

sionaries between Mexico City and Natch-

itoches, Louisiana. The other, older camino

joined Mexico City with Santa Fe, New

Mexico. This western road ran through

the heart of El Paso and gave a landmark

hotel its mellifluous name. Since it was

built in 1912, the Hotel Camino Real has
provided El Pasoans and visitors to the city

with plush lodgings and elegant dining. El

Paso's most famous architect, Henry C.

Trost, designed the original brick struc-
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ture, which is listed in the National

Register of Historic Places. Over the
course of his career in El Paso (1903-
1933), Trost designed hundreds of build-
ings, including what is now the Inter-
national Museum of Art at 1205 Montana,
and the Bhutanese-inspired original build-

ings at the University of Texas at El Paso
(UTEP), including Old Main. (The new
Hilton Garden Inn, in the university area, fits
right in with UTEP's Bhutanese architec-
ture-see Up Front for more information.)

Besides its architectural pedigree, the
Camino Real boasts the Dome Bar, set
under a glowing, 25-foot-diameter Tif-
fany stained-glass dome. Next door, the
Dome Restaurant promises an elegant

dining experience, topped off with des-
serts like a creamy cheesecake infused
with liqueur and a delicious creme brule.
Nearby, the hotel's Azulejos Restaurant
offers breakfast buffets with omelets, Bel-
gian waffles, sausage, and fresh pastries.
Azulejos also serves one of the city's best

Sunday brunches, with offerings of
shrimp, oysters, smoked salmon, carved

beef, and freshly baked desserts.
Last October, Hispanic Magazine

named Cafe Central one of the top 50

Hispanic restaurants in the United States.
Harking back to a restaurant of the same
name that opened in 1918 in Juirez, the
bistro moved to El Paso after Prohibition
ended. Today, the restaurant blends
Continental, Southwestern, and Asian fla-

vors in swanky digs accented with mod-

[ABOVE, FROM LEFT] The Hotel Camino Real's bar, originally the hotel lobby, boasts a 25-foot-diameter Tiffany stained-glass dome and scagliola (simulated
marble) pillars. Jenna Koop of the El Paso Chile Company (909 Texas Ave.; 915/544-3434; www.elpasochile.com) displays the company's blue corn and
white corn tortilla chips, signature salsas, dips, and other products and gifts. The Franklin Mountains offer splendid views of downtown El Paso.
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In edition w ts sizzing stem. CaltleInIi 5sikh0umr (ieft, top and bottom) promises beautiful sunsets, and can seat you in one of several picturesque
settings. Wyler Aerial Tramway offers a fDur-r minute ride from El Paso to the top of Ranger Peak in the city's Franklin Mountains. The late Luis Jimenez's
sculpture El Vaquero (Tie Cowboy) greets visitors to the El Paso Museum of Art.

OF ART, THE WYLER AERIAL

TRAMWAY, AND THE DISTINCTIVE

SETTING AND JUICY STEAKS

OF CATTLEMAN'S STEAKHOUSE

ARE JUST A FEW OF THE CITY'S

MANY CHARMS.
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e-n art and a gated courtyard that would

Ft right in in New Orleans' French

Quarter. Caf6 Central offers appetizers

like baked escargots in herbed citrus-

Parriesan butter, a signature cream-of-

?reen-chile soup, seafood like seared

sesame-crusted ahi tuna on a crab risotto

cake, and meat entrees that include pun-

tas de filete with jalapeno and green

chi'e, and grilled Newport pork chop with

applewood-smoked bacon and sauteed

spinach with roasted brandied apples.

Some other restaurants should be

included in El Paso's highs and lows. At

the upper end, and just east of town,
you'll find Indian Cliffs Ranch-part

mini-zoo, part movie set, and part desert

outpost-which cooks up savory steaks,
seafood, and barbecue. At the ranch's

Cattleman's Steakhouse, you can get

everything from a six-ouncer called a

Lady's Filet to a thick, two-pound T-bone

Ay
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sure to satisfy the heartiest appetite. The

desserts-apple pie, pecan pie, cheese-

cake, and chocolate mousse-are reward-

ing as well.

On the cheaper side is Chico's Tacos. Go
for the famous flauta-style tacos made

with corn tortillas tightly wrapped around
ground beef and fried to a crisp golden

Big Bend on a Budet
F YOU'RE NEW to the Big Bend
region, take the scenic drive
from Presidio to Lajitas on the

River Road (Farm-to-Market Road
170). It winds some 50 miles
along the Rio Grande, offering pan-
oramic views of Texas and Mexico.
On the north side of the road sits
299,000-acre Big Bend Ranch
State Park (432/229-3416),
which you can access from Fort
Leaton State Historic Site (432/
229-3416) on the west or from
the Barton Warnock Center (432/
424-3327) on the east.

Several trailheads along the
road lead to nearly 30 miles of
hiking and backpacking trails in
the state park. The easiest and
shortest hike is the seven-tenths-
mile (one way) excursion that
gets you out of the sun and into
scenic Closed Canyon. Longer trails
can keep you occupied for days
in some awesome back country.

About 120 miles north, you can
drive the 74-mile loop through
the Davis Mountains, the second-
highest range in Texas. One of the
area's treasures, the McDonald
Observatory, is the perfect place
to learn about the universe and
peer through telescopes during
a public star party. The Visitors
Center offers daily tours of the
research facilities and solar view-
ing programs. If you're hungry,
the Star Date Caf6 serves rea-
sonably-priced quesadillas, sand-
wiches, soups, salads, and snacks.
Picnicking and camping facilities

color. These tasty taquitos swim in a to-

mato-chile broth and are covered with

melted yellow cheese.

Another affordable spot is H&H Car
Wash. While you have your car serviced,
you can order up chiles rellenos, care
picada with fresh-roasted chiles, or hue-
vos rancheros. Where else can you get

are available on Texas 118.
East of the Observatory on

Texas 118 sits Davis Mountains
State Park, a great place for
camping, hiking, and enjoying
the cool mountain air and scen-
ery. If you want to splurge a little,
stay at Indian Lodge, built by
the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) in the early 1930s.

In the town of Fort Davis itself,
Fort Davis National Historic Site
occupies a scenic spot at the
base of an ancient lava flow that
wind and water have sculpted
into palisades. Interpretive exhi-
bits, 24 reconstructed structures,
and buildings with 1880s furnish-
ings re-create the frontier fort at
the height of its development.

Another CCC project, Balmorhea
State Park (432/375-2370), sits
about 35 miles to the north. Folks
come here to enjoy a 1.75-acre
spring-fed pool, the place to cool
off on a hot day. The water is so
clear that it's popular with divers
as well as swimmers. If you want
to stay overnight, the park allows
camping and has motel rooms at
San Solomon Spring Courts.

Northwest of Balmorhea State
Park lies a haven for sand surfers.
At Monahans Sandhills State
Park (432/943-2092), visitors
may rent sand toboggans and disks
for slides down the dunes. The
3,840-acre park includes an inter-
pretive center, shaded picnic shel-
ters, camping facilities, and a self-
guided, quarter-mile nature trail.

your car washed and drive off with a full
stomach and shiny wheels?

El Paso abounds with inexpensive

diversions. For your art fix, visit the El

Paso Museum of Art. The museum houses
the 59-piece Kress Collection, which
includes paintings by Italians Canaletto
and Battista Dossi, Flemish master

InI

in Presidio County, seemingly ali roads lead to the courthouse im Marta.

Just east of Marfa on US 90,
a large turnout area is clearly
marked as the Marfa Lights
Viewing Area. Are the pulsating,
flashing, flickering phenomena
for real? Are they phosphorescent
varmints? Or are the famous
"ghost lights" figments of fertile
imaginations? Come after dark
and see for yourself.

East of El Paso, Hueco Tanks
State Historic Site (915/857-
1135) gets its name from the
huge basin-shaped rocks that
catch and hold rainwater. Draw-
ings on the cave walls may date
back as far as 8,000 B.R The
park also allows rock climbing,
hiking, picnicking, and camping.
Tour guides lead visitors to see
the pictographs and talk about
the area's geology, flora, fauna,
and history.

Southeast of El Paso, the
Mission Trail takes you to three
Spanish Colonial churches that
still hold services. Mission Ysleta,

the oldest in Texas, dates to 1682,
and is at the heart of the Tigua
Indians' Ysleta del Sur Pueblo.
Also established in 1682, Mission
Socorro's current structure dates
to 1843, although some of its

vigas (ceiling beams) originally
supported the 1680s church.
Farther to the southeast is San
Elizario, built as the chapel for a

Spanish garrison in 1789. Across
the river in Ciudad Juarez stands
Mission Guadalupe, built in 1659.
For a century and a half, Mission
Guadalupe was an important stop
for travelers on the Camino Real.

The hike to Guadalupe Peak in
Guadalupe Mountains National
Park is a must for any self-respect-
ing Texan. If your fitness level is
average or better, be sure to make
the 8.5-mile round trip to the top
of Texas-8,749 feet above sea
level, with 3,000 feet of elevation.
From the summit, you can look out
over a vast portion of West Texas'

spectacular high country. -J.L
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The Plaza Theatre in downtown El Paso opened
in 1930 to a crowd of 2,410. Newly renovated,
it reopened in April 2006.

Anthony van Dyck, and Spaniard

Francisco de Zurbarin. The museum

also displays works by Southwestern

artists Gustave Baumann, Fremont Ellis,

Henriette Wyeth, and native sons Tom

Lea and Luis Jimenez, as well as by

contemporary artists Susana Davidoff,

Anna Jacquez, James Surls, and Jesus

Bautista Moroles.

UTEP's Rubin Center hosts contempo-

rary art exhibitions that are free and open

to the public. While you're on campus, ex-

plore the architecture that was inspired

by a 1914 National Geographic article on

the Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan. You'll

also find a football stadium here that fits

perfectly in its mountain setting. At noon

on the last day of every year, it's the site

of the Sun Bowl, which dates to 1935.

A trip to El Paso isn't complete with-

out a drive on the 11-mile paved high-

way through the Franklin Mountains.

Transmountain Road takes visitors to

Franklin Mountains State Park, a 37-

square-mile area that includes several

places to stop and enjoy views of the

high desert. Area trails make this an

ideal place for hiking, mountain bik-

ing, photography, and picnicking. Trans-

mountain Road also takes you to Wil-

derness Park, which includes an excellent

nature trail and an archeological and eth-

nographic museum.

For a topnotch view of three states and
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eas welcomes h ikersro-climbrs, - a n d au lvr to its h grounds
years, welcomes hikers, rock-climbers, and nature lovers to its hallowed grounds.

two countries, take the Wyler Aerial

Tramway to the top of 5,632-foot Ranger

Peak, where you can take in 360-degree

views of a 7,000-square-mile area from

an observation platform. You also get

superb views of El Paso, which wraps like

a horseshoe around the mountain range,

the Paso del Norte cut by the Rio Grande,

and Ciudad Juirez across the river to

the south. The gondola ride takes about

four minutes.

BEYOND EL PASO,
UPSCALE AND DOWN

arfa is a great jumping-off spot for

the Big Bend borderlands and the

Rio Grande. Two landmarks stand

out here-the 1887 Presidio County
Courthouse and the 1926 Hotel Paisano,
designed by Trost & Trost architects. The

historic rooms range in price from $99

to $210. At the restaurant, Jett's Grill,

choose from items like Fried Raspberry



Brie ($7), The Giant Burger ($10),
Cilantro Chicken ($14), and Pan-Seared

Trout ($18).

South of Marfa, in the shadow of the

Chinati Mountains, lies a gem of a place

where you can say goodbye (for a price:
$450-$600, for two people, per day, in-
cluding all meals) to the stress and hustle
of city life. Cibolo Creek Ranch, a 30,000-
acre spread that includes three restored
18th-Century forts, promises solitude and

adventure, as well as tastefully prepared
meals using fresh ingredients.

During the day, you can hike in the can-

yons, ride on horseback or mountain bike,
go birdwatching, get a massage, and pho-
tograph the wildlife roaming the rugged
countryside. Hand-rubbed beef tenderloin,
green enchiladas, fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles, and tres leches cake taste great after a
day exploring this pocket of West Texas.
Later, as you watch the sun go down over
the darkening desert, cool drink in hand,
you can gaze at the brilliant stars overhead.
Do you need recharging or relaxation?

Cibolo Creek Ranch is calling.
Farther south, Big Bend National Park

offers lodging for a range of prices. Here,
you can camp in the coolness of the Basin
or by the Rio Grande ($10 per person, per

night), or have a comfortable bed and
shower at Chisos Mountains Lodge (from
about $90 per night for two). The lodge's
restaurant provides reasonably priced
food. Big Bend is everything its name
implies-expect vast canyons, the entire
Chisos Mountains range, and elevations
that vary from 2,000 to 8,000 feet above
sea level. Hiking options include easy
quarter-mile nature strolls as well as chal-
lenging 30-mile adventures.

One of the most popular hikes follows

the 13-mile South Rim Trail, which prom-
ises astounding views across the desert
some 2,500 feet below. If the South Rim
walk sounds too daunting, try the Lost

Mine Trail, a comfortable 2.5-mile hike
from Panther Pass (5,600 feet) to the top of
Lost Mine Peak, some 1,250 feet higher.

For river trips, outfitters rent canoes

and rafts and lead guided tours that can

last from half a day to 10 days or more.
A caveat: From May through August,
temperatures on the river can top 110

degrees. Less strenuous pursuits include

essentials BIG BFND HIGH & I OW

EL PASO
The El Paso Convention and
Visitors Bureau provides area
travel information. Write to One
Civic Center Plaza, El Paso 79901; 915/
534-0601 or 800/351-6024; www.elpasocvb.
com. The area code for El Paso is 915.

Texas parks information is available from the
Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept., 800/792-1112;
www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

Hotel Camino Real, 101 S. El Paso; 534-3000;
www.caminoreal.com/elpaso.

Hilton Garden Inn, 111 W. University Ave.;
351-2121 or 877/STAY-HGI; www.elpaso.stay
hgi.com. Scheduled to open mid-Sep. 2006.

Caf6 Central, 109 N. Oregon; 545-2233;
cafecentral.com.

Cattleman's Steakhouse Take 1-10 east from
El Paso; make a left turn at Fabens Exit 49; go
5 miles north into the desert. Call 544-3200;
www.cattlemanssteakhouse.com.

Chico's Tacos, 4230 Alameda, 533-0975;
5305 Montana Ave, 772-7777; 1235 McRae
Blvd, 592-8484.

H&H Car Wash and Coffee Shop, 701 E.
Yandell; 533-1144.

El Paso Museum of Art, One Arts Festival Plaza;
532-1707; www.elpasoartmuseum.org.

UTEP's Rubin Center for the Visual Arts is at
500 W. University, between the Fox Fine Arts
Bldg. and Sun Bowl Stadium. Call 747-6151;
academics.utep.edu, then click on ARTS. For
details on the Sun Bowl, call 800/915-BOWL;
www.sunbowl.org.

Franklin Mountains State Park, 1331
McKelligon Canyon Rd.; 566-6441; www.tpwd.
state.tx.us. Wyler Aerial Tramway, 1700
McKinley; 566-6622.

El Paso Museum of Archeology at Wilderness
Park, 4301 Transmountain Rd.; 755-4332;
www.elpasotexas.gov/arch museum.

BEYOND EL PASO
Cibolo Creek Ranch, HCR 67, Box 44, Marfa
79843; 432/229-3737 or 866/496-9460;

back-country drives, wildflower seminars,
stargazing, and birding. Big Bend claims
more avian species-some 450-than
any other national park.

Whether you come for the birds, the
beasts, or the beauty, a trip to the Big

Bend Region can whisk you away-at
least temporarily-from deadlines, traf-

www.cibolocreekranch.com; reservations@
cibolocreekranch.com.

Hotel Paisano,
207 N. Highland,
Marfa 79843;
866/729-3669;
hotelpaisano.
com.

Big Bend
National Park,
Box 129, Big
Bend National
Park 79834. Call
432/477-2251;
www.nps.gov/
bible. Chisos
Mountains Lodge

Vaina s Hutel Faisano and

its courtyard fountain.

is in the Basin; 432/477-2291; www.chisos
mountainslodge.com. Float trips are available
through Far Flung Outdoor Center, Box 377,
Terlingua 79852; 800/839-7238; www.
farflungoutdoorcenter.com.

McDonald Observatory is on Texas 118,
16 miles north of Fort Davis. To hear a re-
corded message detailing hours, prices,
and other information about visiting the
Observatory, call 877/984-7827. For other
inquiries, call 432/426-3640; mcdonald
observatory.org.

Davis Mountains State Park, Box 1707, Fort
Davis 79734; 432/426-3337; www.tpwd.
state.tx.us. Indian Lodge, rooms $80 and up;
432/426-3254.

Fort Davis National Historic Site is in Fort
Davis at the junction of Texas 118 and Texas
17. Write to Box 1379, 101 Lt. Henry Flipper
Dr., Fort Davis 79734; 432/426-3224, ext. 20;
www.nps.gov/foda.

The Mission Trail is in El Paso's Lower Valley.
Take Zaragosa Rd. south from 1-10, Exit 32.
The 13-mile drive takes you to Ysleta Mission,
Socorro Mission, and San Elizario Chapel.

Guadalupe Mountains National Park is 110
miles east of El Paso on US 62/180. Write to
HC 60, Box 400, Salt Flat 79847; 915/828-
3251; www.nps.gov/gumo.

fic, and honking horns. So, ease up on the
pedal and plan to stay a while. Wide-open

spaces and friendly folks await you. *

Editor JACK LOWRY loves exploring the Big
Bend Region.

JOEL SALCIDO, formerly a photographer with
the El Paso Times, specializes in fine art and edi-
torial photography.
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TEAS
HI GH &LOW

BY JUNE NAYLOR

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

COURTNEY PERRY

lfl~li IE~ the low-key Panhandle Plains region distinguishes itself as a

place that goes easy on your wallet. You're hard-pressed to find big-budget

options here; in fact, you'll find yourself enjoying diversions that would be

pricey indulgences in a big city. In other words, you're guaranteed a wealth of

affordable amusements. All you need is a good list of must-do, must-see distrac-

tions to reap the best this northwestern sprawl of Texas can offer. Here's a sam-

pling of options-both posh and plain affordable-when it comes to unwind-

ing, dining, and overnighting.

From the charming Arrngton Ranch House Lodge (above), built near Canadian in 1919 by a former

Texas Ranger, to Amarillo's innovative, $30 million Globe-News Center for the Performing Arts (facing

page), Panhandle Plains attractions range from low-end to high-end.

36 TEXAS HIGHWAYS September 2006



UNWINDING
POSH. Heading west from Fort Worth
on US 180, one of the great routes for
crossing the Caprock Escarpment, you'll

want to slow down for a spell in the
town of Albany, which is rich in ways to
kill time. The Shackelford County seat
offers its lovely cream-colored court-

house as a visual feast for the eyes, but
you'll want to pull your attention away

for a bit if you love good literature. Look
on the northeast corner of the square for

Lynch Line, a bookstore known for its
sensational stock of Texana works in

print, including folklore, history, art, the
military, and other topics, not to men-

tion maps and collectibles. Some of the

tr .

d 
4 ..

s

'

volumes are first editions signed by the
authors and can be expensive.

Around the corner, on the main drag,
you can spend yourself silly on the spurs
and boots, trendy clothing, sterling silver

jewelry, Western home decor, gourmet
kitchen items, and hunting gear at

Blanton-Caldwell Trading Company, a long-
time favorite shopping destination for week-
end-trippers from Fort Worth.

Some 270 miles northwest, in Amarillo,
you're guaranteed an elegant evening at

the dramatic new Globe-News Center for the
Performing Arts. The $30 million facility,
which opened early this year in the reviv-
ing downtown, serves as home to the city's

opera company and symphony orchestra,

TO FIND BIG-BUDGET OPTIONS

HERE; IN FACT, YOU'LL FIND

YOURSELF ENJOYING DIVER-

SIONS THAT WOULD BE

PRICEY INDULGENCES IN

A BIG CITY.
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AROUND THESE PARTS

ONCE MEANT ANYTHING

EATEN AT A TABLE RATHER

THAN AROUND A CAMP-

FIRE. THOSE DAYS ARE

ANCIENT HISTORY NOW.

the Lone Star Ballet, and the Texas

Country Music Series productions. The

intimate setting and topnotch acoustics,
combined with the building's soaring

architectural lines, have instantly made

the performance hall the showpiece of

the Panhandle.

PLAIN AFFORDABLE. The Panhandle
will easily slake your thirst for art-view-

ing-on-a-budget-all it takes is a visit to

the Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum,
just a horseshoe's throw south of

Amarillo in the town of Canyon. The
state's largest and oldest historical muse-

um-itself an Art Deco masterpiece-

charges only $7 admission for adults, a

steal when you consider the wealth of

Texas art within its walls.

Among the holdings is the major por-

tion of the immense art estate of former

Dallas resident Frank Reaugh (1860-

1945), long known as the "Dean of Texas

Artists." Reaugh, who became famous

for his panoramas of West Texas cattle

drives, created perhaps his most remark-

able painting, The O Roundup Texas,
1888, in 1894 from sketches he had made

six years earlier of 15,000 cattle grazing

northwest of Fort Belknap. You'll be

awed by the detail in this work, one of

600 pastels and oils in the museum's

Reaugh collection. In all, the PPHM has

about 6,000 pieces of fine and decora-

tive art, including works from other

Texas and New Mexico artists, which

[CLOCKWISE, FROM ToP] Tom and Lisa Perin ov .h,

Perini Ranch Steakhouse in Buffalo Gap. Amarillo
stylish BL Bistro offers fine dining. Justin Vaugh.
(right) passes a platter of fried chicken to Allan
Abbott, as Brandon French digs in at Allen's

family Style Meals in Sweetwater. The Lynch Lin
,!hany sells Texana-themed books and more
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rotate among the museum's nine galleries.

Getting a taste of Texas' rough-and-

tumble history is a snap at Frontier Texas!,
a state-of-the-art facility that spreads over

several acres in downtown Abilene. High-
tech capabilities allow you to feel con-
nected to the people who carved a life out
of the wilds across the state by putting
you in the midst of a herd of stampeding
buffalo, a gunfight over a card game,
Indian battles, and scary prairie weather.
The museum, the perfect jumping-off
point for wandering the 700-mile-long
Texas Forts Trail, also has a gift store with
Texana items, including books, toys,
clothes, and home accessories.

DINING
POSH. A fancy meal around these parts
once meant anything eaten at a table
rather than around a campfire. Those

days are ancient history now, thanks to
visionaries like Brian Mason, a chef-
owner who decided five years ago that
Amarillo was ready for special cuisine that
you wouldn't find at any chain restaurant
or roadhouse diner. An Amarillo native
who earned his stripes in some of Dallas'
renowned Japanese restaurants, Brian has
given his hometown two of the best
restaurants in all of West Texas. He's
among the new business owners helping
energize downtown by restoring old

buildings. At Zen 721, which evolved from
an old record shop, you can chat with the
bartender over a mandarin martini and
snack on rock shrimp tempura, or dig
into a big plate of coconut sea bass.

A few miles west, Brian's other restau-

rant, BL Bistro, has brought new life to a
former bank building. In contrast to Zen
721's serene coolness, this sister restau-
rant sizzles, with the crowds packing into
the bar or pouring onto the patio for
cocktails and tapas plates (the chorizo-
shrimp empanadas and the eggplant
"fries" are superb), while the dining room
hums with happy eaters supping on
entrees such as yellowfin tuna driz-

Good Betsf o $2 orE
; Cadillac Ranch Many say this site is out-
door art at its best; others aren't so sure.
You decide, after seeing the 10 classic cars
buried end-up in a pasture a dozen miles
west of Amarillo. Viewing the icon is free. Call
800/692-1338; www.visitamarillotx.com.

U Amarillo Museum of Art The museum
displays work of 20th-Century artists, along
with a collection of Southeast Asian artifacts
and changing exhibits. Free. Call 806/371-
5050; www.amarilloart.org.

* San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts Pay
just $2 to tour the beautiful building on
the Concho River. The museum's holdings
include an extensive collection of contempo-
rary American ceramics and a large number
of works from Texas artists, especially works
created since 1945. Call 325/653-3333;
www.samfa.org.

e Anson Post Office It doesn't cost a cent
to look inside to see Jenne Magafan's 1941
mural, Cowboy Dance, one of the nation's
best examples of post office murals from
FDR's Public Works of Art Project. Call 915/
823-3259.

0 Silver Falls Park Just a few miles east of
Crosbyton on US 82 is one of the prettiest
roadside stops in the state. You can picnic
on the Caprock for free (not counting the
cost of your sandwich). Call 806/675-2261.

K Tule Canyon After your picnic, head north
on Texas 207 toward Claude and watch for

ss I
magnificent views of Tule Canyon, an orange-
rock showpiece of the Panhandle. Call A
806/995-2296; www.tuliachamberof
commercecom.

e Buddy Holly statue Lubbock's Walk of
Fame is free, and you'll get to admire a big
bronze of Buddy, along with plaques honor-
ing other famous locals, such as Mac Davis,
Roy Orbison, and Waylon Jennings. Call
806/747-5232; www.visitlubbock.org.

Fort Phantom Hill ruins Go between
dawn and dusk to sketch or photograph this
beautiful old set of stones, about 14 miles
north of Abilene. Call 325/677-1309.

* Wichita Falls Railroad Museum
Donations are welcome, but not required, at named for people who once lived here, like the
this free museum in Wichita Falls' historic owners' son Clay, who had this room as a boy.
downtown. The museum houses a Texas &
Pacific Pullman car, World War II-era sleep- zled with a red currant-balsamic sauce.

ers, a diesel switch engine, a postal car, a Palates requiring the best beef with

1906 steam locomotive, and several ca- sides of pampering can head to Buffalo

booses. Call 940/723-2661. Gap, home of Perini Ranch Steakhouse.
Owner-chef Tom Perini has served his

Photo ops No vacation album is complete famous beef at the White House and at
without a picture of you with the life-size the James Beard House in New York, so
mule statue (the National Mule Memorial) in ,you're assured of something pretty spe-Muleshoe, the White Buffalo statue in Snyder, cial. Tom's special meat rub flavors the
and the Cowboy and His Horse statue in rib-eye and the mesquite-roasted prime
Ballinger. Contact the respective chambers rib, both of which go well with another
at 806/272-4248, www.muleshoe.org; 325/ signature dish, green chile hominy. For
573-3558 (Snyder Chamber of Commerce); dessert, don't miss the restaurant's
and 325/365-2333, www.ballingertx.org. renowned bread pudding.

-JUNE NAYLOR PLAIN AFFORDABLE. Down-home eats are
- .still easy to come by in the Panhandle,
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fII Alterirlfive< l gin lur Ir a Mins region. ihe on none atong area at La Casita (e -ol in AnciHlo
offers guests a comfortable place to relax, Each of the rooms at the Hotel Garza in Post has its own bathroom, but only one has this lavender bathtub.

ihe Dry Hollow Hideaway near Paint Rock offers spacious rooms and a porch that encices tl- exterior
room, Hotel Garma has a loft like library thal sits between the first and second floors.

naturally. The region has two longtime

favorites, both in business since the early

1950s. Distinguished by its solitary setting

and raucous good nature is Lowake Steak

House in the tiny town of Lowake, about

30 miles northeast of San Angelo on a lone-

ly ranch road in Concho County, where

the clientele includes deer hunters, students

from Angelo State University, area ranch-

ers, and the random country-music star

passing through. You can usually count

on waiting for a table in the ramshackle

rooms; just nurse that cold Budweiser and

heed the advice of wise locals recommend-

ing the Kansas City-style prime sirloin

steak, which comes in orders of two to

seven steaks. You'll be glad you did.

You'll also be happy you made your

way west on Interstate 20 to the rattle-

snake-festival town of Sweetwater, home

to the famous Allen's Family Style Meals,
which has operated for more than 50

years, too. The Allen family still seat folks

arcund tables laden with platters of fried

ln adltion to 10 uest roonm, and a 'arde drlinnr,

chicken, roast beef, meatloaf, ham, and

barbecued sausage, along with 10 or

so sides, such as potato salad, red beans,
sweet potatoes, squash, greens, buttered

potatoes, and corn. Last year, the Allens

added a dinnertime-buffet operation, a

smorgasbord that includes all the above,
along with hot rolls, peach cobbler, choc-

olate cake, and banana pudding.

OVERNIGHTING
POSH. A delightful inn in Amarillo's
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historic district near downtown, La Casita
del Sol will remind you of a Santa Fe

retreat. In 1999, owner Bonnie Rodriguez

undertook a massive renovation of this

"Spanish-eclectic" house, originally built

in 1926, to deliver a showplace filled with

local art and exceedingly comfortable
guest rooms with private baths. Each of

the four rooms in these luxurious quar-
ters has either access to or views of a

private, walled garden. Breakfast is inag-
nificent, offering some of Bonnie's home-
grown fruits, assorted jams and breads,
and fancy egg dishes like eggs La Casita

(eggs your way, topped with a green chile-
pork sauce and chopped avocados and
tomatoes).

Between San Angelo and Paint Rock, Dry
Hollow Hideaway reflects the imagination

and fortitude of owners Charles and
Nancy Becker, who transformed a 1949
Army barracks into an impressive retreat.
Essentially a rambling ranch home, the
hideaway has a wraparound porch with
rockers overlooking a pond that attracts
all manner of wildlife-and a ghost, too,
if rumors are to be believed. Two enor-
mous bedrooms open onto a big kitchen
and a huge living room with a fireplace.

PLAIN AFFORDABLE. An hour and some
change northeast of Amarillo, near the
Washita River, stands a ranch house built
from a mail-order kit in 1919 by former
Texas Ranger George W. Arrington.
Now a bed-and-breakfast, the Arrington
Ranch House Lodge, south of the artsy
town of Canadian, catches the attention

of fans of actor Tom Hanks, as it was fea-

bout m. Shai
(onoco Station not only houses the local chamber
in it wa> thr hlull, fur thn body )ho) in1 m ' It

> PANHANDLE PLAINS HIGH & LOW

ABILENE Frontier Texas! (625 N.
First St.; 325/437-2800; www.
frontiertexas.com) opens Mon-
Sat 9-6, Sun 1-5. Admission: $4-
$8, free age 3 and younger; group dis-
counts available.

ALBANY Lynch Line (356 S. Second St.;
325/762-2212; www.lynchlinebooks.com)
opens Mon 9-noon, Tue-Fri 9-5, Sat 10-5.

Blanton-Caldwell Trading Co. (117 S. Main St.;
325/762-2370) opens Mon-Sat 10-5:30.

AMARILLO The Globe-News Center for the
Performing Arts is at 500 S. Buchanan St.;
806/342-5600; www.amarillo.com/globenews
center/index.html.

Zen 721 (614 S. Polk St.; 806/372-1909;
www.zen721.com) opens Mon 11-1:45, Tue-Thu
11-1:45 and 5-10, Fri 11-1:45 and 5-11, Sat
5-11. Lunch entrees $7-$12; dinner entrees
$12-$27.

BL Bistro (2203 S. Austin St.; 806/355-7838;
www.blbistro.com) opens for lunch Mon-Fri
11:00-1:45 and 5-10, Sat 5-10. Lunch entrees
$6-$12; dinner entries $9-$32.

La Casita del Sol (1607 S. Harrison St.; 806/
342-3444 or 877/942-3444; www.lacasita
delsol.com) offers rooms starting at $105.

BUFFALO GAP Perini Ranch Steakhouse (on

tured in the opening and closing scenes of
his 2000 film Cast Away. Polished wood
floors, old iron beds, handmade quilts, and
cowhide rugs lend warmth to the five bed-
rooms, living areas, and dining room, all of

which make it a good place for a family
vacation.

Forty miles

southwest of Lub-
bock, over in the

town of Post, a
scrumptious slice

of the past comes

at a bargain rate

at the Hotel Garza,
a 1915 hotel built
by cereal magnate
and town found-
er C.W. Post. O n
the brick streets

surrounding the

and fronts historic Route hotel, you'll find
unmul Mfim (A. a museum, a re-

FM 89 in Buffalo Gap; 325/572-3339; www.
periniranch.com) opens Wed-Thu 5-10, Fri-Sun
11:30-10; reservations advised. Entrees $6-$24.

CANADIAN Arrington Ranch House Lodge
(9765 CR 5, south of Canadian; 806/323-
6924 or 877/325-6924; www.arringtonranch.
com) offers rooms for $75.

CANYON Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum
(2503 Fourth Ave.; 806/651-2244; www.pan-
handleplains.org) opens Mon-Sat 9-5, Sun 1-6
from Sep-May (summer hours vary). Admission:
$7, $6 age 65 and older, $3 ages 4-12, free
age 3 and younger.

LOWAKE Lowake Steak House (24913 FM
381, at the intersection of FM 381 and FM
1929; 325/442-3201; www.lowake-steak-
house.com) opens Tue-Sat 11-10, Sun 11-9.
Entrees $6-$26.

PAINT ROCK Dry Hollow Hideaway (RR 380,
7 miles west of Paint Rock; 325/732-4272;
www.dryhollowhideaway.com) offers rooms start-
ing at $150.

POST Hotel Garza (302 E. Main St.; 806/495-
3962 or 866/495-2880; www.hotelgarza.com)
offers rooms for $69-$119.

SWEETWATER Allen's Family Style Meals
(1301 E. Broadway St.; 325/235-2060) opens
Tue-Sun 11-2. Lunch costs $8-$12.

stored and active theater, gift shops, and
such, while the inn's interior has been
updated to provide comfort without
sacrificing the integrity of the old but
pretty design. Rooms and suites have a
mix of authentic and reproduction

antiques, along with clawfoot tubs and

TVs, plus Wi-Fi throughout. Weekdays,
guests enjoy a continental breakfast
in the vintage lobby; on weekends,
there's a full breakfast.

f your unfussy nature yearns for a laid-
back, long weekend of wandering, the
Panhandle Plains will suit your style just

fine. Slow down and ease into it, confident
that your sense of satisfaction will be in-
dulged and your budget will be intact.*

Frequent contributor JUNE NAYLOR's feature
on four Marble Falls-area restaurants appreared
in the August issue.

Dallas photographer COURTNEY PERRY shot
Arlington's Scottish Festival in the June issue.
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TEXAS
HIGH& LOW

BY MAXINE MAYES

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

JOEL SALCIDO

With a broad smile, San Antonio street vendor
Mario Angel Aranda sells hot dogs across the
street from the newly restored Aztec On The River.
A VIA San Antonio streetcar, shown here in front
of the Majestic, will get you where you want to
go downtown for only $3 a clay.
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I ^ 0 Iv 1 I\ , 11 ii. like the state as a whole, is a tapestry of dis-

tinctive contrasts in culture and terrain. On the eastern edge, set among groves

of grandfather oaks, are Polish communities like Cestohowa and Kosciusko,

where folks revere the polka along with their ornate, historical churches.

Goliad, another oak-graced town nearby, annually stages reenactments of

events from its rich, 257-year history. Rugged, near-desert landscape surrounds

border towns like Eagle Pass and Laredo, where mariachi bands herald Masses

and quinceahera festivities with equal enthusiasm. Small towns scattered across

the Winter Garden and the Brush Country often celebrate seasonal crops-

Crystal City's Spinach Festival and Poteet's Strawberry Festival, for example.
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Sometimes a town simply invents an Around M
excuse to party, which might explain and the so
Freer's Rattlesnake Roundup. Celebrating the fiesta
-heritage, the harvest, whatever-is the locales I've

common thread that connects, if only in search for
spirit, the far-flung communities of the nomical to

South Texas Plains. River to th
San Antonio, the South Texas Plains'

largest city and the favorite destination of S A N A N
Texas Highways readers (see "Readers' y hu
Choice," January 2006), turns festive at Anto
the drop of a sombrero and stages the ulti- ii urda
mate Fiesta for 10 days each April. he would p

cAllen, the locals, the birders,
-called winter Texans nurture

spirit all year long. The two
chosen to spotlight here in my
the extravagant and the eco-
ok me from the San Antonio

e Rio Grande.

TON IC SCENARIOS
sband, Carl, grew up in San
nio, where on occasional Sat-
y mornings in the mid-1940s,
ay a nickel each way to ride a

ANTONIO RIVER AND THE RIO

GRANDE, CHOICES ABOUND-

FROM BROADWAY SHOWS TO

BUTTERFLY-WATCHING.

bus from his South Side home to experi-
ence the wonders of "downtown." With
40 cents of disposable spending money,
he'd step off the bus onto Houston Street,
intent on buying presents for his family.
(He was that kind of kid.) Along the
way, he'd study the Hollywood posters at
the Majestic Theatre, glance across the
street to the (even then) legendary Gunter

Hotel and the elegant Frost Brothers

Department Store, and eventually gravi-

tate to the more affordable Woolworth's
or Kress Five & Dime.

A queen butterfly feeds on a Mexican flame vine at the NABA International Butterfly Park in Mission. The Marriott Renaissance Casa de Palmas Hotel
in McAllen is an impressive destination unto itself.
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The Tower Life Building serves as a dwntown-San Antonio focal point. Known throughout the world, San Antonio's River Walk, which is accessible by boat
or on foot, remains a perennial Texas tourism favorite.

In the late 1980s, stints as a secretary at

the Gunter and the Crockett, another his-

toric downtown hotel, kindled my own

romance with San Antonio. (I spent most

of my first paycheck from the Gunter for

three "dress to impress" outfits from Frost

Brothers.) During those years, this coun-

try girl discovered that, despite the bustle

of tourists and thriving commerce, serene

spaces abound in San Antonio's epicenter.

Some days I would find a place on a quiet

stretch of the River Walk to eat a sack

lunch. Or, I would go to the food court at

the brand new Rivercenter Mall, take my

tray to a table by a waterfall, and get lost in

a book, oblivious to the masses around me.

Today, Woolworth's, Kress Five &

Dime, and Frost Brothers are long gone,
and the Majestic marquee touts San

Antonio Symphony concerts and touring

Broadway shows instead of Hollywood

films. High-rise luxury hotels pierce the

downtown skyline, while trendy restau-

rants, hot nightspots, and pricey bou-

tiques proliferate on the riverscape.

Thousands of footfalls trace the River

Walk's paths daily, but peaceful retreats

still await those who relish reflection. The

city remains a magical place, with an

invigorating contrast of classic and con-

temporary, quiet and clamorous, and a

kaleidoscope of color, from the many-

hued umbrellas hovering over sidewalk
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IN SAN ANTONIO, STEP

ON A SEGWAY, OR TAKE

A DINNER CRUISE ON

A RIVER BARGE.

cafes and river barges to the brilliant lac-

quers of folk art in the shops at La Villita,
El Mercado, and Southtown. And it's still

a place where both the wealthy and

working class can play and stay.

SPLURGE
Sor a visit be-

fitting royalty,
build it around

a Broadway show or

a San Antonio Sym-

phony performance

at the magnificent

Majestic Theatre.
Savor the South-

western elegance of

Hotel Contessa, the
newest luxury lodg-

ing on the River

Walk, where the win-

dow from a west-

facing corner suite frames a stunning view

that takes in the Tower Life Building and

sweeps downriver to the historic red Bexar

County Courthouse. Consider the distinc-

tive Hotel Valencia, which combines Old
World sophistication with modern de-

sign. Treat yourself to a stay at the

Watermark Hotel and Spa, a 2006 Condi
Nast Traveler Gold List winner. (The

magazine's readers ranked it among the

nation's top 10 hotels.) Or, stay in the

Honeymoon and Anniversary Cottage at

The Columns on Alamo, a romantic Vic-
torian B & B in the King William Historic

District that has earned a Four Diamond

designation from AAA for nine consecu-

tive years.

See San Antonio on a y bn 1, owner and tour guide Roland
"Buzz" Jellett.
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ul$$ u ia)It costs nothing to visit two
5 5 j 4 I . of San Antonio's most famous

tourist icons-the Alamo and the River Walk.
The following Alamo City attractions are also

free. The area code is 210.

) The San Antonio Missions National
Historical Park (separate from theN Alamo) features four 18th-Century Spanish

missions, among the best examples of
- Spanish cultural history in the nation. The

819-acre park also offers a hike-and-bike

1 trail and picnic areas. Start at the visitor
center at Mission San Jos, at 6701 San Mission C ons is one of five 18th-Century

centr a MisionSan ose at 701San Spanish missions in San Antonio.

Brian and Elise Montgomery (above) invite you to
stop in and dine at their Texas Farm to Table Cafe
near the old Pearl Brewery site in San Antonio.

Savor a leisurely dinner in the intimate,
elegantly candlelit setting of chef Andrew
Weissman's Restaurant Le Rave, described
in The New York Times as "Not just for-
mal and French but fabulous." Or, corn-
memorate a milestone with "dinner on

the river," literally, by chartering a barge
for a private dinner cruise.

For sightseeing, shed the finery (and
your inhibitions), and step on a Segway, a
scooter-like device, for one of Buzz Jellett's
city tours. Or, sign up for Buzz's Twilight
Art and Architecture Tour, with wine

and hors d'oeuvres, which is offered
each Sunday.

SCRIMP
ooking to save some money? Then stay

a few miles from downtown at the Hill

J Country Inn & Suites, a family- and bud-
get-friendly motel with a resort-like feel.

Stretch back in an Adirondack chair on
your private deck overlooking the pool or
playground. Or try "camping in the city"
at Blazing Star RV Resort, where a tent site
comes with perks like a lagoon-style pool,
a home theater with a 100-inch screen, a

basketball court, and pool tables.
For downtown sightseeing, climb a-

board a VIA streetcar. A mere three dol-
lars buys a pass that allows on-and-off
access, all day long.

Watch a dazzling, free, multimillion-
dollar special-effects show in the three-

Jose Dr. Call 932-1001; www.nps.gov/saan.

I The King William Historic District is
. south of downtown on the east side

of the San Antonio River. This 19th-Century
enclave of mansions was built primarily by
affluent German merchants. For information
about a walking tour, call 227-8786; www.
kingwilliamassociation.org.

La Villita Historic Arts Village, which is
. bounded by S. Alamo and Nueva streets,

is a restored, early-San Antonio settlement
of mostly adobe homes, many now occupied
by gift shops, artisan studios, and restaurants.
Call 207-8610; www.lavillita.com.

El Mercado is on Santa Rosa Ave.
between Dolorosa and W. Commerce

streets. The browsing and ongoing staged
events are free in this always-festive market-
place. Call 207-8600.

The International Accordion Festival,
a multistage "squeezebox extravaganza"

held annually at La Villita, takes place this
year Oct. 13-15. Call 573-6984; www.
internationalaccordionfestival.org.

The Instituto de M6xico (Mexican
. Cultural Institute), at 600 HemisFair

story Grand Lobby of the Aztec On The
River, a meticulously restored 1926 Ma-
yan-style theater (see "The Rise of the
Aztec," July 2006).

Only one block off the VIA route, an
innovative arts center called the Radius
Cafe combines "chow, culture, and com-
munity." Radius' organic restaurant of-

fers modestly priced meals, and if you
time your visit right, you can pair dinner

Plaza Way, offers art exhibits, concerts, and
workshops related to Mexican culture. A gift
shop sells Mexican folk art and crafts. Call
227-0123; www.institutodemx.org.

HemisFair Park, at 600 HemisFair Plaza
Way, was built in 1968 as the site of

the World's Fair. The 15-acre landscaped
park features the 750-foot-tall Tower of the
Americas, which has an observation deck
and a restaurant. Call 223-3101.

The recently refurbished Bexar
County Courthouse is at 100

Dolorosa St. The 1892 red granite, Roman-

esque Revival structure is Texas' largest
courthouse. Call 335-2216.

Southtown is an eclectic community
I . of art spaces, specialty shops, and

cafes immediately south of downtown. Call
226-0888; www.southtown.net.

The McNay Art Museum, at 6000
. N. New Braunfels Ave., focuses

on 19th- and 20th-Century European and
American art. (Admission charged for
select exhibitions.) Call 824-5368; www.
mcnayart.org.

with one of the free concerts-Big Band,
jazz, Celtic, and more-that the center

offers several times a week. Also in the
downtown area, Madison Square Presby-
terian Church presents free concerts called
"On Stage at Madison Square" every sec-

ond Tuesday, with the option of a $5 lunch
afterwards. (The September 12 perform-
ance features the Monte Vista String Trio.)

For something a bit different from the
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celebrates the region's Spanish-colonial history
with its architecture and multifaceted content
of art and antiquities.

Lone Star staples of burgers, Tex-Mex,
and chicken-fried steak, try Texas Farm To
Table Cafe near the old Pearl Brewery site,
where chefs Brian and Elise Montgomery

prepare sumptuous but affordable sand-

wiches and salads. And, for a quintessen-

tial S.A. experience, you must eat at

Henry's Puffy Tacos on Bandera Road.

VALLEY VIGNETTES
y other favorite locale in the South

Texas Plains is the Rio Grande Valley,
which encompasses some 43,000

square miles in Willacy, Cameron, Hi-

dalgo, and Starr counties. Most people
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SPLURGE ON THE SAFARI SUITE

AT INDIAN RIDGE B&B IN

MISSION, OR SAVE ON (AND

SAVOR) LUNCH AT IRMA'S

SWEETE SHOPPE IN PHARR.

just know it as "the Valley." It's a roman-

tic, intriguing, and complicated area

that's rife with travel options for big-

spenders and bargain-hunters alike.

No matter what your budget, one of the

Valley's best sources of tourism informa-

tion is the Winter Texan Times, a seasonal

newspaper available from October through

March. Look for it at local convention and

visitor bureaus, mobile home and RV

parks, and other winter-Texans' gathering

sites. Here are some tips for enjoying both

ends of the financial spectrum.

SPLURGE
or luxurious lodging in this part of

i the world, choose a courtyard room

overlooking the pool and tropical

gardens of the stately, historic Marriott
Renaissance Casa de Palmas Hotel in

McAllen. Or, stay in the midst of an

amazing ensemble of African artifacts in

the Safari Suite at Indian Ridge B&B in
Mission, the choice of former President

Jimmy Carter and First Lady Rosalyn on

a Valley birding trip in 2005.
If you're looking for high-end shop-

ping, Nuevo Santander Gallery in McAllen
has fine-art originals, limited-edition

prints, contemporary silver jewelry, and

Old West collectibles. Try Jones & Jones
for upscale clothing and home acces-

sories, including wonderful crystal by

Baccarat and Daum.

Shopping adventures seem to lead to

thoughts of food. In McAllen, you can't

go wrong at Bistro M, presided over by

Chef Marcel Fortuin, a native of the

Netherlands. His grandfather's passion

for fine cuisine inspired Marcel's career

as a chef. The eclectic menu (grilled sal-

mon, braised frogs' legs, sauteed fois

gras) reflects his three culinary degrees

and extensive European experience; the

comfortable ambiance confirms his ami-

able personality.

McAllen also offers extraordinary en-

tertainment. "There's more to McAllen

than mariachi music!" says Dr. Mazias de

Oliveira, founder and artistic director of

the ProCantus Lyric Opera. This season's

opera lineup includes La Traviata, while

the McAllen Ballet this fall will feature

The Nutcracker. Tickets to both are low

enough so that a moderate splurge means

buying the best seats in the house.
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timeless pleasures of a cup of coffee and the morning paper at Irma's Sweete Shoppe in Pharr.
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SCRIMP

f expensive lodging isn't in the cards,
you can still find excellent Valley ac-

commodations in Alamo, southeast of

McAllen. The Alamo Inn B&B Suites (see
"For the Birders," February 2005) is clean,
comfortable, affordable, and utterly

charming, with a most gracious host,
Keith Hackland.

Budget shopping is likewise easy to find

here. My suggestion: Comb the shops scat-

tered over old downtown McAllen or

across the river in Nuevo Progreso, my
favorite border town, for great buys on

handcrafts, jewelry, and leather goods.
Low-cost dining options also abound.

Open up the Winter Texan Times once
more, and note the soup or pancake sup-

pers offered for a pittance at area RV parks.

Spread a picnic lunch in the shadow of La
Lomita Mission, a historic adobe chapel
beside the Rio Grande three miles south

of Mission, or in Archer Park in McAllen,
while strains of old hymns peal from the

bell tower of a nearby church. Venture
over to Pharr for a lunch "like Mama used
to make" at Irma's Sweete Shoppe, where
vintage collectibles cover the walls and
hang from the ceilings. (Betcha can't resist
Irma's Texas-size sweet rolls.)

Who no u n i Pod? Chock-lull of classics, Leo

"Smitty" Schmidt's shrine to the jukebox in Pharr-
Smitty's Juke Box Museum-includes Wurlitzers,
Seeburgs, Rock-Olas, and more.

essentials SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS HIGH & LOW

CONTACT information for sites and
attractions mentioned in the
story is listed below. Call for
hours, admission fees, and other
details. The area code for San Antonio
is 210; the area code for all Rio Grande Valley
sites listed is 956.

SAN ANTONIO
San Antonio Convention and Visitors Bureau,
203 S. St. Mary's St., 2nd Floor; 207-6700 or
800/ALAMO-07; www.sanantoniovisit.com.

LODGING Hotel Contessa, 306 W. Market St.;
229-9222 or 866/435-0900; www.thehotel
contessa.com. Hotel Valencia, 150 E. Houston
St.; 227-9700 or 866/842-0100; www.hotel
valencia.com. The Watermark Hotel and Spa,
212 W. Crockett St.; 396-5800 or 866/605-
1212; www.watermarkhotel.com. The Columns
on Alamo, 1037 S. Alamo St.; 271-3245 or
800/233-3364; www.columnssanantonio.com.
Hill Country Inn & Suites, 2383 NE Loop 410;
599-4204 or 800/314-3424; www.stayhci.com.
Blazing Star RV Resort, 1120 W. Loop 1604 N.;
877/387-5777; www.blazingstarrv.com.

DINING Restaurant Le Rdve, 152 E. Pecan St.;
212-2221; www.restaurantlereve.com. Radius
Organic Cafe (also offers free concerts several
nights a week), 106 Auditorium Circle; 271-
2805; www.radiuscafe.org. Texas Farm to Table
Cafe, 312 Pearl Pwky., Bldg. 2, Ste. 201; 444-
1404. Henry's Puffy Tacos, 6030 Bandera Rd.;
432-7341.

ENTERTAINMENT Majestic Theatre, 224 E.
Houston St.; 226-3333; www.majesticempire.
com. Rio San Antonio Cruises; 800/417-4139;
www.riosanantonio.com. SegCity (Buzz Jellett's
Segway tour company), 124 Losoya St., 224-
0773; www.segcity.com. VIA Metropolitan
Transit Information Center, 260 E. Houston St.;
362-2020; www.viainfo.net. Aztec On The River,

For entertainment, enjoy the neon and

nostalgia at Smitty's Juke Box Museum in
Pharr (free admission), or trace the mile-
stones of Dallas Cowboys coaching leg-

end Tom Landry at his namesake mural in
Mission. The Winter Texan Times lists
activities at the RV parks, from jam ses-
sions to bingo, most of which are free
(some charge a nominal fee). For bird- and
butterfly-watching, the Valley's nature
centers are well known, but two new

ones are worth noting: the North American
Butterfly Association (NABA) International

201 E. Commerce St.; 227-3930 or 877/432-
9832; www.aztecontheriver.com. On Stage at
Madison Square (free concerts followed by
optional $5 lunch every 2nd Tue. at Madison
Square Presbyterian Church), 319 Camden St.;
226-6254; www.msqpc.org.

RIO GRANDE VALLEY
McAllen Chamber of Commerce, 1200 Ash
Ave., McAllen; 877/622-5536; www.mcallen
cvb.com. Mission Chamber of Commerce, 220
E. Ninth St., Mission; 800/580-2700; www.
missionchamber.com. Alamo Chamber of
Commerce, 130 S. Eighth St., Alamo; 787-
2117; www.alamochamber.com. Pharr Chamber
of Commerce, 308 W. Park St., Pharr; 787-
1481; www.visitpharr.com.

LODGING Marriott Renaissance Casa de
Palmas Hotel, 101 N. Main St., McAllen; 631-
1101; www.casadepalmas.com. Indian Ridge
B&B, Rt. 37, Box 1665, Mission; 519-3305;
www.indian-ridge-bb.com. Alamo Inn, 801 Main
St., Alamo; 782-9912 or 866/782-9912;
www.alamoinnsuites.com.

DINING Bistro M, 2900 N. 10th St. McAllen;
683-0027; www.bistrom.net. Irma's Sweete
Shoppe, 120 E. Park St., Pharr; 787-7131.

ENTERTAINMENT/SHOPPING Nuevo Santander
Gallery, 717 N. Main St., McAllen; 618-4959;
www.nuevosantander.com. Jones & Jones, 4500
N. 10th St., McAllen; 687-1171. ProCantus
Lyric Opera, Box 3690, McAllen; 236-4588;
www.procantuslyricopera.org. McAllen Ballet;
4320 N. Bicentennial, McAllen; 630-3287;
www.mcallenballet.org. Smitty's Juke Box
Museum, 116 W. State St., Pharr; 787-0131.
North American Butterfly Assn. (NABA)
International Butterfly Park, 3400 S. Butterfly
Park Dr., Mission; 583-9009; www.naba.org/
nababp. Quinta Mazatlan, 600 Sunset Ave.,
McAllen; 688-3370; www.worldbirdingcenter.org.

I ______________________________________________________________

Butterfly Park near Mission, and Quinta
Mazatlan, a 1930s hacienda on lush acre-
age in the heart of McAllen.

T hether you're visiting the Valley or
San Antonio's vibrant downtown,
traveling first-class or coach, the South

Texas Plains can satisfy your wanderlust.*

Boerne freelancer MAXINE MAYES wrote
about Bracken Village in the March issue. Turn
to page 12 for her story on River Rock Caf6.

JOEL SALCIDO also shot this month's story on
the Big Bend region on page 30.
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BY KATHRYN JONES

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

MICHAEL AMADOR

Texas' Prairies and bakes region stitches together two distinct but

intertwined landscapes: tawny, rolling prairies and blue-green lake country. In

this land of contrasts, the booming Dallas-Fort Worth metro area anchors one

end, and the tiny first capital of Texas, Washington-on-the-Brazos, the other.

Some of the state's most memorable white-tablecloth restaurants and many of

its most beloved barbecue shrines dot the region. With more than 50 lakes, it's

also chock-full of lazy fishing camps, luxury lakeside retreats, and some of the

state's best fishing and swimming holes. You'll find plenty of options for eating,

staying, or playing, whether your budget is large or small.

Above, caddy Gavin Swyden and club pro Diego Sais take on the Wolfdancer course at the Hyatt Regency
Lost Pines Resort and Spa west of Bastrop. The challenging layout covers rolling prairie, a heavily wooded
ridge-line, and a shaded valley bordered by the Colorado River. At right, Christen Kliptel and Elizabeth
Hammond Golliday enjoy the outdoors at the Loco Coyote Grill and Cantina west of Glen Rose.
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' y top picks of pricier places to eat,

stay, and pleasantly while away the
i hours could do triple duty: They all
offer fine dining, pampering accommo-
dations, and fun galore for singles, cou-
ples, or families.

Take the White Bluff Resort on Lake
Whitney. This 3,450-acre master-planned
residential community and golf resort is
private, but its upscale Lighthouse
Restaurant is open to the public and a
destination in itself. Perched high atop a
limestone bluff overlooking Lake
Whitney's jade waters, the restaurant and

adjacent terrace bar offer spectacular
views, especially at sunset. The cavernous
dining room, which faces the lake, feels

open and airy with its wall of windows
and vast wood-planked ceiling.

Executive chef Brent Loving, a former
top chef at the 8.0 Restaurant and Bar in
Fort Worth, joined White Bluff last year
and infused his "New World fusion" cui-
sine into the menu. "I like big flavors,"
Brent says. "I like spices and the contrast
of flavors, different textures-the whole
sensory experience."

Thick, tender steaks and seafood en-
trees shine, especially signature dishes
such as pepper-crusted tenderloin medal-
lions with ancho-molasses demi-glace and
green chile-grits tacos, or halibut encrust-
ed in crushed hazelnuts and finished with
mango vinegar, a coconut milk emul-

sion, and Scotch bonnet (an extremely

In this land1 of
CONTRASTS, THE BOOMING

DALLAS-FORT WORTH

METRO AREA ANCHORS

ONE END, AND THE TINY

FIRST CAPITAL OF TEXAS,

WAS H I N G TO N -O N -T H E -

BRAZOS, THE OTHER.
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More places to splurge

Brent Loving, executive chef at the Lighthouse Res-
taurant at White Bluff Resort on Lake Whitney, in-
vites you to revel in his "New World fusion" cuisine.

hot pepper) oil. Desserts such as kumquat

creme brilee and apple strudel with

home-style cinnamon ice cream are mul-

tisensory treats as well.

The dinner tab for two people, with

wine or cocktails, runs about $75 to

$100. "The view, the food, the wine-it's

a great escape," Brent says.

You might not think of a wildlife park

as a place for choice accommodations-

except for the resident animals, of

course-but Fossil Rim Wildlife Center,
west of Glen Rose, offers two stellar lodg-

ing options: a lovely, white Austin-stone
lodge with five guest rooms, and upscale

safari-style tented cabins. All provide

rooms with a view of rocky, cedar-covered
hills and a behind-the-scenes look at the

1,800-acre, nonprofit wildlife preserve's

exotic species, many of which are endan-

gered. The animals roam freely in expan-

sive pastures.

The lodge was the original "ranch

house" on the property, explains Lisa Rob-

erts, Fossil Rim's membership director.
It's an island of rustic elegance in the

midst of the wild. The living room fea-
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oryx and other animals.

Nearby, a spring-fed

swimming hole pro-

vides guests their own

serene retreat.

Guest rooms are

tastefully furnished with

antiques, and some

have fireplaces, Jacuz-

zis, and patios. The

most luxurious one,
the stunning Peregrine

Room, at the top of a

winding staircase, fea-

tures a king-size bed,
stone fireplace, private

bath with Jacuzzi, and

a separate shower.
You can get closer

DINE
* Prime cuts of beef, inventive seafood

dishes, and elegant ambiance at The Range
Restaurant, 101 Main. St., Salado; 254/

947-3828; www.therangerestaurant.com.

* Romantic candlelight and tender filet
mignon and fresh seafood at Monzi's Fine
Cuisine, 155 W. Austin (US 290), Giddings;
979/542-2201; www.monzis.com.

Sophisticated French country fare at the
romantic Saint-Emilion, 3617 W. 7th St.,
Fort Worth; 817/737-2781.

* Award-winning Texas wines and entrees

such as osso buco and Chateaubriand for

two at The Vintage House at Messina Hof
Winery & Resort, 4545 Old Reliance Rd.,

Bryan; 979/778-9463, ext. 31, or 800/
736-9463; www.messinahof.com.

STAY
* Enjoy luxurious Spanish-style casitas and

gourmet cuisine at The Inn at Dos Brisas,
9400 Champion Dr., Brenham; 979/277-

7750; www.dosbrisas.com.

* The ambiance of Texas' antebellum

days and Southern gentility live on at The
Browning Plantation, 9050 Browning St.,

tures a cathedral ceiling and a massive
rock fireplace. Glass walls open onto a

stone-paved veranda that overlooks a

wildlife feeding area visited by Arabian

Can't seem to work Lhat African safari into
your day-planner this year? Try Fossil Rim
Wildlife Center, west of Glen Rose, instead.

with twin beds, linens,
private bath, ceiling

fans, central heat and

air, and a small patio.

The camp overlooks

one of Fossil Rim's

most active wildlife

areas, where you can

observe much of the

preserve's population.

"Sometimes you can

even hear some of our

wolves," Lisa says with

a smile. (A high game
fence keeps people and

animals separated.)

One of Texas' new-

est places to play in

style is Hyatt Regency's

Chappell Hill; 979/836-6144; www.

browningplantation.com.

* Relax in Adirondack chairs by the Paluxy
River and stay in understated elegance at
the historic Inn on the River, 205 S.W. Bar-
nard St., Glen Rose; 254/897-2929 or

800/575-2101; www.innontheriver.com.

* Ease into the historic setting and fine

dining at the Victorian- and Eastlake-style
Woodbine Hotel, Restaurant and Club,
209 N. Madison, Madisonville; 936/348-

3333 or 888/966-3246; www.woodbine

hotel.com.

PLAY
* Play the PGA tour's EDS Byron Nelson

Championship course, swim in the pool, or

get a massage at the Four Seasons Resort
& Club Las Colinas, 4150 N. MacArthur
Blvd., Irving; 972/717-0700; www.four

seasons.com/dallas.

* Hunt for pheasant, target shoot, ride

horses, fish in one of four small lakes, get a
spa treatment, or just relax at Rough Creek
Lodge, 5165 CR 2013, about 10 miles west

of Glen Rose; 254/965-3700 or 800/864-
4705; www.roughcreek.com. -KATHRYN JONES

to nature on Texas' Serengeti-without

roughing it too much-by staying at the

Foothills Safari Camp. Each of the seven

sturdy "tent-cabins" here is outfitted

i
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Curtis and Grace Ballard of Hamilton cool off in
the refreshingly clear water of the Paluxy River at
Big Rocks Park in Glen Rose.

new Lost Pines Resort and Spa, between
Austin and Bastrop. The resort, which
opened in early June, pampers guests with

elegant rooms and fine dining. But what
sets it apart is its scenic setting on the
Colorado River and all its different ways

to have fun.

Head to the resort's Spa Django for a
rejuvenating massage or facial, take a
dip in the pool, or go for a horseback
ride at the Renegade Trailhead stables,
which offer group and private lessons,
trail rides, and pony rides for kids. Fly-
fish the Colorado, or go rafting or

kayaking with certified guides. Guests also
can explore the nearby box canyons of
the LCRA's McKinney Roughs Nature Park
(512/303-5073; www.lcra.org) and even
take a rock-climbing course. For children,
the Hyatt's Camp Tortuga offers water-
sports, nature hikes, crafts, trail rides,
and group activities.

Golfers can shoot a round at the

Wolfdancer Golf Club, spread over three
ecosystems: rolling prairie, a wooded

ridge-line, and a river valley with native
pecan trees. Renowned golf course archi-

tect Arthur Hills designed the 7,205-yard,
par-72 course to take advantage of the
terrain's natural beauty.

LAID-BACK
It's hard to beat Texas barbecue for an

inexpensive and delicious meal. At the

Loco Coyote Grill and Cantina west of
Glen Rose, you get great 'cue and more.

The Hammond family, which sold its

popular namesake barbecue eatery in
town, is back in business in its original
space, a simple red-metal building along a
narrow county road.

The laid-back ambiance is as big a
draw as the food. Grab a seat inside at
one of the picnic tables, and admire the
life-size print of Western star Slim
Pickens, or sit outside on the deck facing
a grassy area and a wooden stage for live
music during special events. Then dig into

hefty mounds of barbecued brisket, ribs,
sausage, and chicken, or chicken-fried
steak, grilled shrimp, and fried catfish.

For dessert, both the large blackberry

More places to live it, uip for less
DINE

Famous pies (buttermilk, Sam's coconut
chess, and strawberry-rhubarb, to mention a
few) at Royers Round Top Cafe, 105 Main
St., Round Top; 979/249-3611 or 877/
866-7437; www.royersroundtopcafe.com.

Gourmet soups, salads, and sandwiches
and a view of a monumental sculpture gar-
den at Caf6 Nasher in the Nasher Sculpture
Center, 2001 Flora St., Dallas; 214/242-
5100; www.nashersculpturecenter.org.

Affordable fresh sushi and sashimi, plus
teriyaki, tempura, and noodles, at Sho Chiku,
1741-B E. US 377, Granbury; 817/573-1328.

Super salads, sandwiches, and specials
at Bevers Kitchen, 5162 Main St., Chap-
pell Hill; 979/836-4178; www.bevers
kitchen.com.

STAY
Lakeside views and natural scenery at

Lantana Lodge on Lake Ray Roberts, situat-
ed on a high ridge in the park's Jordan Unit;
940/686-0261; www.lantanalodge.net.

Peaceful stays under huge shady oaks at
The Oak Motel, 227 S. Jefferson St. (US 77),
La Grange; 979/968-3133; www.oakmotel.
8m.com.

Not many motels have a smokehouse
next door, but the Oakridge Motor Inn's 70
rooms are adjacent to Schulenburg's well-
known Oakridge Smokehouse; US 77 at IH 10,
Schulenburg; 979/743-4192; www.oakridge
smokehouse.com.

PLAY

Take a trip back in time-in your head,
at least-in Granbury on US 377 about
35 miles southwest of Fort Worth. Stroll
around the historic Hood County Court-
house square, lick an old-fashioned ice
cream cone, take a carriage ride, and see
a movie at one of Texas' last drive-ins, the
Brazos Drive-In Theater (1800 W. Pearl St.;
817/573-1311), where you can toss a Fris-
bee or play volleyball on the grassy lawn
before the movie and watch from your car
or from vintage metal lawn chairs. Call the
Lake Granbury Area Chamber of Commerce,
817/573-1622; www.granburychamber.com.

Visit a living-history farm and a museum
about the Texas Republic, and picnic along
the Brazos in the first capital of Texas at
Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic
Site, between Brenham and Navasota off
Texas 105 on FM 1155; 936/878-2214;
www.birthplaceoftexas.com. -KATHRYN JONES
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Few places offer
AS MANY WAYS TO PLAY

FOR ONLY $5 A DAY AS

LAKE MINERAL WELLS

STATE PARK, JUST WEST

OF FORT WORTH.

cobbler and the mud sundae-a chocolate

brownie topped with a scoop of ice cream

hot fudge, and whipped cream-are large

enough to share. The tab for your coun-

try splurge is sweet, too: about $25 to

$40, including beer or margaritas, for two

people.

State parks offer some of the least

expensive and most memorable lodging

in settings brimming with natural beauty.

You get all that and history, too, at

Bastrop State Park. Red sandstone cabins
built by the Civilian Conservation Corps

in the 1930s nestle naturally in the heart

of the "Lost Pines," a pocket of towering

loblolly pine trees separated from East

Texas' Piney Woods by almost 100 miles.

Fourteen cabins accommodating from

two to eight people are priced for budget-

minded travelers (all are under $100 a

night except for the largest one, which is

$150). Clustered in the Pioneer Village
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Red sandstone cabins built by the CCC in the 1930s nestle in the hei u. LUu,

State Park. Climber Austin Jeter (top right) of Dallas ascends one of Mineral Wells State Park's mas-
sive rock formations.

cabin area next to a small lake and away

from the main camping area, they offer

privacy, solitude, and scenery, not to men-

tion access to the nearby 18-hole golf

course, swimming pool, and hiking trails.

A drive of a few miles takes you to his-

toric downtown Bastrop, which brims

with restaurants, shops, and galleries. The

town, which was on the western edge of

Stephen F. Austin's original colony in the

1820s, boasts more than 120 historic

homes ar d buildings, including an opera

house dating to 1889 with year-round

live-theater productions.

About 180 miles north of Bastrop, and

just west of Fort Worth, lies Lake Mineral
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ail PRAIRIES & LAKES HIGH & LOW

So cool. Paula and Rudy Walker of Houston get
tubular at the Hyatt Regency's Lost Pines Resort
and Spa.

Wells State Park. Few places offer as many

ways to play for only $5 a day as this
place. Situated on more than 3,200 acres
along Rock Creek, a large tributary of the
Brazos River, the park contains massive
rock formations that are great for climb-

ing and rapelling-or you can just watch

others do it.
Those who love the water can swim,

fish for bass, crappie, catfish, bluegill, and
sunfish, or rent a rowboat, canoe, kayak,
or paddleboat at the lake. Rugged trails
invite mountain biking and hiking.

The park also contains one of the trail-
heads to the Lake Mineral Wells State
Trailway, a 20-mile-long scenic route that
follows a former railroad bed almost to
Weatherford. Hikers, cyclists, and equestri-
ans (bring your own horse) can follow the

wide trail past rolling hills and across its
500-foot-long signature bridge adorned
with 104 green metal Lone Stars.

The park's new Lone Star Amphitheater
hosts interpretive programs such as cow-

boy history depicted through music and

poetry, astronomy nights, storytelling,
and park rangers' talks. You can also

learn about wilderness survival and take
guided trail walks.

Sometimes the best fun is also the

cheapest. *

KATHRYN JONES wrote about Weatherford
and its annual peach festival in the July issue.

Staff photographer MICHAEL AMADOR con-
tributed to the August photo feature on Texas

college campuses.

TEXAS' PRAIRIES AND
LAKES region runs
from the Red River-
from Ringgold to the
west to east of Paris-south to
just beyond Yoakum and Cuero.

The Lighthouse Restaurant
at the White Bluff Resort on
Lake Whitney is about 6 miles
northwest of the town of Whit-
ney, off FM 933. Hours: Tue-Thu
5-9, Fri-Sat 5-10; bar opens
at 4. Reservations recommend-
ed several days in advance;
254/694-0305; www.white
bluffresort.com/DiningLight
house.cfm.

The resort boasts 2 champion-
ship golf courses designed by
PGA tour veteran Bruce Lietzke,
a spa and fitness center, 4
swimming pools with cabanas,
lighted tennis courts, a marina
with watercraft to rent, and

lodging in a 47-room inn over-
looking the lake, in one- or two-
bedroom condominiums near
the golf courses, or in 3 log
cabins. The resort also has a
more casual restaurant, The
Trophy Grille, serving burgers
and sandwiches.

The Lodge at Fossil Rim Wild-
life Center has 5 guest rooms,
2 equipped with 2 full beds, a
shared bath and outside deck
($175/night double occupan-
cy); 2 with king-size beds, pri-
vate baths, and private patios
($200-$250/night); and the
Peregrine Room, with king-size

bed, stone fireplace, private bath
with Jacuzzi, and separate show-
er ($300). The Foothills Safari
Camp offers 7 tent-cabins with
twin beds, linens, private bath,
ceiling fans, central heat and
air, and small patio ($200).

All lodging prices based on
double occupancy and include
a pass for the park's popular
scenic drive and a hot break-
fast buffet. Dinner on Fri-Sat
nights by reservation only at

an additional charge. Reserva-

tions for an optional Morning

Safari Tour also available.
A fall special from Nov. 1
to the end of Feb. offers
any room at $99/night,

double occupancy (reserve
as soon as possible, because
they book up months in ad-

vance). Call 254/897-2960,
ext. 651, or 888/775-6742,
ext. 651; www.fossilrim.org.

Hyatt Regency Lost Pines
Resort and Spa near Bastrop
is off Texas 71, 13 miles east
of Austin Bergstrom Intl. Airport
and 9 miles west of Bastrop.
Stylish guest rooms feature
amenities such as 32" flat-
screen TVs, cotton robes, and
luxury linens. Room rates gener-
ally $250-$350.

Prices for activities vary. Camp
Hyatt Tortuga for kids costs $35/
half-day, $75/full day. Group
horseback riding lessons cost
$40 for 11/2 hours, $50 for
private lessons. The Renegade
Trailhead stables offer 11/2-
3-hour treks for children and
adults. There's also a riding
camp for kids. Trail rides cost
$75 for 11/2 hours and up to
$125 for 2 1/2 hours. Pony
rides for ages 3-6 cost $25.
All rides must be booked at
least 24 hours in advance.

Guided raft trips on the Colo-
rado River, offered Tue and Thu-
Fri 2-5, and nightly 7-9 for the
sunset raft trip, cost $40 per
person; kayaking, Mon and Sat
2-4, costs $45 per person. Fly-
fishing lessons, offered Mon
and Thu mornings, $40/person.

The resort has 5 restaurants,
including Stories, which offers
elegant pheasant, venison, and
seafood dishes.

A round of golf at the resort's
Wolfdancer Golf Club costs $145
for hotel guests and $165 for
non-guests. Choose from 5
sets of tees ranging from 4,953
yards to 7,205 yards. Tee times
must be reserved a week in
advance. Call 512/308-4770;
www.lostpines.hyatt.com or
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http://lostpines.hyatt.com/
hyatt/hotelsmotels.

The Loco Coyote Grill and
Cantina is at 1795 Somervell
Co. Rd. 1004, off US 67 between
Glen Rose and Chalk Mountain
(about 7.5 miles west of Glen

Rose); 254/897-2324. Hours:
Thu 5-8, Fri-Sat 4-9, Sun 11-3.
Closed Mon-Wed.

Bastrop State Park is a mile
east of Bastrop off Texas 21,
or accessible from the east
on Texas 71 via adjacent
Buescher State Park along beau-
tiful Park Rd. 1. CCC-built stone
cabins with different floor plans
can accommodate 2-8 people.
Cost: $65-$150. Each cabin
has AC, microwave, and modi-
fied kitchen. Linens and towels
furnished; bring your own uten-
sils and dishes. Other park
amenities include picnic sites,
hiking trails, campsites, a dining
hall, and a large swimming pool
with 2 children's wading pools.
Call 512/321-2101; for reser-
vations, call 512/389-8900;
www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

The Lost Pines Golf Club oper-
ates the park's 18-hole golf
course. Hours: Daily dawn-dark.
For greens and golf cart fees, call
512/321-2327 or 303-1368.

For information about historical
tours of Bastrop, the Bastrop
Opera House, and special events,
contact the Bastrop Chamber
of Commerce, 512/303-0558;
www.bastropchamber.com. For

a schedule of Opera House pro-
ductions and tickets, call 512/
321-6283; www.bastropopera
house.com.

Lake Mineral Wells State Park
and Trailway, 4 miles east of
Mineral Wells on US 180, opens
daily year round, except when
public hunts are scheduled.
Gates open 6 a.m.-10 p.m.
Entrance fee: $5/day per per-
son (age 13 and older). Please
call ahead for miscellaneous

activity fees; 940/328-1171;
www.tpwd.state.tx.us.
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BY WILLIAM DYLAN POWELL

Houston high-style: You know you've "arrived"
when you book a stay at Hotel Derek (top and
inset), with its posh rooms (a Studio Business
Suite shown here) and chauffeured stretch Yukon
for transporting guests. Thrifty and nifty: The price
is always right (free) at Hermann Park's Miller
Outdoor Theatre, which has been presenting per-
formances under the stars since the 1920s.
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Ii01s 101n means many things to many people: oil Mecca; NASA headquar-

ters; center for education, medicine, and the arts; and yes, the region in which

the 1980 John Travolta flick Urban Cowboy was filmed. Even to its leaders,

which aspect of the nation's fourth-largest city best defines its image remains

fuzzy. One thing is clear, though: It's a great place to spoil yourself, whether

you've got the budget of an oil sheik-or just the high-dollar taste. Check out

these decadent destinations.

M AS R A F F'S Hilton himself and alma mater of
f you've ever wondered why Houston Masraff's owner, Russell Masraff. Russell
has so many good restaurants, one and his father, businessman Tony Mas-
reason is the presence of the prestig- raff, started the restaurant in the 1990s

ious Hilton College of Hotel and Restau- and have been setting the standard for
rant Management-brainchild of Conrad Houston fine dining ever since.
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Everything on the menu stands as a

good value considering what you get-

and what you get is exquisite: a sophisti-

cated combination of American and

European cuisine with a dollop of region-

al fare. Even the grouchiest foodie would
find no room to nitpick the Texas Quail

with Molasses Caramelized On ions or

Masraff's Axis Venison Chops with Wild
Rice Pilaf, Snow Peas, Red Onion Confit,
and Black Currant Sauce.

You don't have to spend a lot for a

great meal while you're there (dinner

entrees average about $25 each), but if

food is your indulgence, this is the place

to invest in the best. The wine list, of-
fering well-considered selections from

around the world, would make a
Frenchman weep for joy. If you want to

truly splurge, go for -he Roederer Cristal
1989 champagne at S360 a bottle, or the
divine 1966 La Thche Domaine de la
Romanie-Conti for $1,800. And while
you wait, the $200 Osetra Caviar is a tasty

warmup. The Sunday Jazz Brunch (think
Eggs Florentine, Maine Lobster Frittata,

Bananas Foster Pancakes; $8-$22) draws
a heck of a crowd.

HOUSTON GRAND OPERAYou can do movies anywhere. When

you want to live it up in H-town,
hit Houston Grand Opera. One of

the nation's most prestigious opera com-

The HOe Dereks
SLEEK LINES CLUE YOU IN

THAT IT'S NOT YOUR AVERAGE

LUXURY STAY. FIVE MILES EAST,

MILLER OUTDOOR THEATRE

OFFERS GRATIS CONCERT,

THEATER, AND EVEN HOUSTON

GRAND OPERA PERFORMANCES.
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panies, you can just feel

the cultural gravitas while

standing beneath Worth-

am Center's Romanesque

arch. "The incredible

thing about opera," says

HGO spokeswoman Joy
Partain, "is that it com-

bines all art forms: dance,
symphony, singing, live

theater, gorgeous sets, and

costumes. It's a feast for

the eyes and the ears."

And Houston's ver-

sion is tastier than

most. Rather than mere-

ly cranking out typical

American productions of

American composers, it

has also produced a

breadth of Spanish-lan-

guage works.

But don't confuse so-

phisticated with snooty;
for all its international

prestige, Houston Grand

Opera flies in the face of

tuxedoed upper-crust ex-

clusivity. People from all

walks of life show up,
some wearing office attire,

Tony Masraff of Houston's Masraff's some in jeans, and all with
displays one of the restaurant's a distinctly Texan easy-
signature dishes-Texas Quail with
Molasses Caramelized Onions. going attitude. Kids come,

too. While the juiciest
Verdi, Wagner, seat can set you back $225 for a single

and the like, HGO complements stan-

dard repertoire with excellent original

productions. Having premiered 35 new

works by mostly American composers,

as well as some European and Latin

Tenll 10 and Und4er
I The Menil Collection (free).

. John and Dominique de

Menil's private art collection in-

cludes works from the Paleolithic

age to the present. The couple

fled Nazi-occupied France in the

1940s and came to America to

run the Schlumberger oil-drilling-

equipment company. The collec-

tion offers four categories of

work: Antiquity, Byzantine and

Medieval, Tribal, and 20th-Century

Art. (The nearby Byzantine Fresco

Chapel houses the only two

13th-Century Byzantine frescoes

in the Western Hemisphere.)

1515 Sul Ross St.; 713/525-

9400; www.menil.org

9 The Chocolate Bar (price
-. depends on appetite) sells

just about everything you can
imagine that's made of chocolate.
From little novelty mobile phones

and cars to hand-dipped fruit and

gourmet ice cream, everything in

the store is made in some fashion

performance, the

savvy opera fan can

get in for as little as

$20 (just bring the

binoculars).

from the store's homemade choc-

olate. There's even a multicolored

chocolate pizza. Looking is almost

-almost-as much fun as eating,
and you can even see these deli-

cacies being made. Pop into the

adjacent Candylicious, a shop

full of retro candies from yester-

year. 1835 W. Alabama St.; 713/

520-8599

6) The Orange Show Center
. for Visionary Art ($1, free

age 11 and younger) was originally

the brainchild of Houston mailman

Jeff McKissack. Jeff loved oranges-

and this folk-art environment and

homemade museum pay tribute to

the juicy citrus fruit. The place has

become a haven for grass-roots

artists in Houston. 2402 Munger

St.; 713/926-6368; www.orange

show.org

National Museum of Funeral
. History (free-$6). Wait! Be-

fore you get creeped out, imagine

this: coffins that look like giant

HOTEL DEREK

W hen it's time to find upscale digs forthe night, check out the Houston-

hip Hotel Derek at Westheimer

and Loop 610. The building's sleek lines
clue you in that it's not your average lux-

ury stay. Hollywood designer Dayna Lee

Berner came up with the Derek concept:

a hotel based on an edgy, fictional rock

star named Derek. Everything in the

Derek experience was built to meet the

star's exacting and extravagant stan-

dards, which happen to translate into a

haven of cool for guests, who often don't

want to leave.

The rooms at the Derek feel more like

downtown luxury lofts than hotel spaces,
with pin-striped duvets, glass counter-

COURTESY G RESTER HOUSTON CONVENTION VNE11IR S U A

a

Above, The Mend Collection's African atrium gallery forms part of the museum's
permanent installation. Through September 10, the Menil's special summer
show-Chance Encounters-juxtaposes many African pieces (several rarely seen)
with modern works.

crabs, jet airplanes, and chick-

ens. And the "fantasy coffins"

are just a few of the interesting

items on display at Houston's

funeral museum, along with ex-

hibits on Civil War embalming

and casket-making in 1900, and

a hearse from the 1920s. And

you've got to love its motto: "Any

day above ground is a good one."

415 Barren Springs Dr.; 281/

876-3063; www.nmfh.org

7 Murder by the Book (free,
. unless you buy a book).

Like a good mystery? Houston's

Murder by the Book sells new

and used mystery books-exclu-

sively. New or used, hardback or

paperback, MBTB has become

a legend in the Southwest, with

world-famous authors dropping

by for book signings, an amazing

selection from historical to hysteri-

cal, and a staff that's read just

about every whodunit ever written.

2342 Bissonnet St.; 713/524-

8597; www.murderbooks.com

Children's Museum of
U Houston (free-$5; reduced

admission after 3 p.m., free Thu

5-8 p.m.). Through 14 exhibits,
kids can explore other cultures,
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If you're 100kin for
A HOUSTON HOTEL THAT'S

BOTH CHIC AND CHEAP, TRY

THE MODERN BED & BREAK-

FAST'S "MOD ROOM."

tops, and ultra-hip furniture (backlit
headboards, modular, wall-length sofas,
industrial punched-metal lampshades).
A digital-television fire "crackles" in the
fireplace, and the rain showerhead and
fully stocked minibar take the edge off.
All embellished with Texas-centric trap-
pings like cowhide rugs. It even offers
Studio Business Suites, each of which
has a balcony and a full "home office,"
complete with big desk, Dell computer,
MP3 charger, and all the other office
equipment you need, including printer,
fax machine, and paper.

And then there's the restaurant, bistro
moderne (lowercase, please). Many Hous-
ton luxury hotels offer exquisite fare that
would stand alone without their hotel
hosts. But even among those, chef Phi-
lippe Schmit of New York City has made
bistro moderne a local hotspot. Hotel
guests watch the chefs prepare meals
through a glass partition; authentic, cre-
ative, and well-ex-

ecuted French favo-
rites like the saumon

cuit au foin (sal-
mon), duo d'agneau

(lamb), and a croque
monsieur ou madame

lunch sandwich (filled
with ham and Gru-

yere cheese). And as
if you haven't yet had

your fill of fancy,
all guests are shuffled
around town (within

a three-mile radius

of the hotel) by the

Derek Mobile, a chauffeured stretch Yukon.
Watch out for the Derek's most expen-

sive enticement, though: The hotel is
within walking distance of the Houston
Galleria's 400 or so upscale stores.

on't like to part with your hard-
earned dollars? Don't worry. Below,
and starting on the next page, you'll

CoCRTY[C MC))[RN RFD RR AKFAST
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The Modern B&B's "Mod Room" is rich in the hip factor, but reasonably
priced at less than $100 per night.

see the science behind all kinds
of stuff, host a puppet show, learn
about economics, and more. And
it's not just fun for kids; the mu-
seum is also popular as a rental
facility for parties and wedding
receptions for adults who don't
want to grow up-completely, that
is. 1500 Binz St. (in the Museum
District); 713/522-1138; www.
cmhouston.org

" Memorial Park (free). A
. Houston favorite and one of

the largest urban parks in Texas
(approximately 1,400 acres), Me-
morial offers miles of walking, jog-
ging, and biking tracks-the perfect
way to unwind or take a brisk walk
after lunch. You'll see people from
all walks of life doing everything
from practicing tai chi to playing
tennis. Its lush landscaping makes
it a peaceful urban escape. The
park begins in the 6500 block of
Memorial Dr. and extends to just
west of the 1-610 Loop (multiple

entrances); 713/845-1000; www.
houstontx.gov/abouthouston/
exploringmemorial.html

Houston Arboretum and
Nature Center (free). Want

to learn all about the plants and
animals native to the Houston
area? Here's your chance-for
free. The Houston Arboretum and
Nature Center helps locals and
visitors understand, protect, and
appreciate the area's native plants
and animals. The visitor's center
offers interactive exhibits on na-
tive species, and the surrounding
155-acre nature sanctuary lets
you get up close and personal.
4501 Woodway Dr.; 713/681-
8433; www.houstonarboretum.org

O Mission Burritos ($6 +

. drink). Have you worked up
an appetite? Head for Mission
Burritos. This Houston phenome-
non is not your typical fast-food-
burrito place. First off, the regular-
size burrito is big enough to climb

into and spend the night. Forget
about the large one; you'd need
a team of six to finish it. But the

quality is the capper: On fresh
white-flour or whole-wheat tor-
tillas, Mission serves up vege-
tarian-friendly black beans and
rice with just about any fresh

ingredient you could want, from
citrus-marinated grilled shrimp
to mushrooms saut6ed in garlic.
2245 W. Alabama St. (713/529-

0535) and at
1609 Durham Dr.

(713/426-6634);
www.mission

surroundings. But once they get
their families there, the grumbling
seems to stop. Here, an aquari-
um-adventure exhibit lets you see
sea life in themed settings, like
Louisiana Swampland and a
Sunken Temple. The restaurant
offers a nice view of downtown.
410 Bagby St. (at Memorial);

713/223-FSH; www.aquarium
restaurants.com

-WILLIAM DYLAN POWELL

burritos. com

Downtown

. Aquarium
(free-$9.25). Many
Houstonians didn't
want the downtown

aquarium where it

is, because it looks,
well, different from night. The C.P Huntington Train (fore ground) chugs
its chic metropolitan through a tunnel that affords a view of sharks.
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see that Houston offers

plenty of ways to experience

the good life without spend-

ing a lot of money.

CAFE EXPRESS
hef Robert Del Grande

became a Houston hero

through his five-star

restaurant Caf6 Annie. Del

Grande, who has a Ph.D. in

biochemistry, created Cafe

Express to indulge his fond-

ness for fresh, flavorful cui-

sine in a setting that's out-

side the confines of reserva-

tions and neckties. Zagat calls Cafe

Express "the Mercedes-Benz of fast-food

eateries." With its innovative menu and

progressive atmosphere, you can get a sit-

down savvy meal, complete with wine, on

a fast-food budget.

For around $10, Cafe Express cus-

tomers can savor such handmade entrees
as the Pasta Capri (linguine with shrimp,
sauteed spinach, and a creamy roasted-

r

Great taste. Less expensive. Cafe Express' enticing offerings in-
clude Spanish Chicken Romesco (foreground), with garlic mashed
potatoes and sauteed spinach, and Shrimp Campeche (back-
ground), with avocado and chipotle sauce.

tomato sauce), the Spanish Chicken Ro-

miesco, or the Mediterranean Salmon.

The coffee is good, the salad selection

abundant, and everybody loves the Oasis

Table, a sort of gourmet grazing-bar with

imported olive oils, garlic, and other tasty

accents to spice up your order. Cafe Ex-

press has a dozen locations around Hous-

ton, including one right in the Museum

of Fine Arts. (continued on page 60)
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WHO CAN RESIST Texas Highways' colorful coverage of Texas'

fascinating places, events, and culture? Treat a friend-or

treat yourself-to the Lone Star State's most entertaining

magazine, and save more than $2.29 an issue off the cover price!

Call to subscribe: 1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Or visit www.texashighways.com A5J62
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dd Texas-style spirit
to the holiday season.

' Texas Bluebonnets and Butterfly Ornament
Glass ornament handpainted by Texas artist Pattilu Bowlsby

and embellished with a three-dimensional butterfly.
Made in Texas Diameter: 2 5/8"

A A

Merry Christmas from Santa
& His Texas Reindeer Holiday
Inside message: "Celebrate the Season-Te
12 cards, 12 white envelopes
Approximate size: 43/" x 6 %"

#35513.......$12.50

Greetings from Texas
Christmas Cards

Inside message:
"Wishing you a jolly holiday

and a stellar New Year!"
12 cards, 12 white envelopes

Approximate size: 43/4" x 6%"

#35512.......$12.50

#39106....... $14.00

s

~I~7

Keep Texas Beautiful
Ornament
Third Edition-2006
Features our state bird,
the mockingbird.
3-dimensional
metal ornament,
made in the U.S.A.
Proceeds help fund
Keep Texas Beautiful projects

Width: 3" w

#39403.......$18.00

Bake Your State-
Texas Ornament and
Cookie Cutter
Includes Texas-shaped glass ornament,
cookie cutter, and sugar cookie recipe.
Ornament width: 3"
Cookie Cutter width: 3'/4"

#39304.......$11.00

4E Exclusive
Texas Highways
2007 Calendar
13 breathtaking scenic
images from around
the Lone Star State
Size: 131/2" x 10/4"

Opens to: 131/2" x 211/2"

#33145.......$11.95

QuantityPrice
Snge calendar $11.95
2 - 4 calendars $10.95 each
5 - 9 calendars $9.95 each
10 or more calendars $8.95 each
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Call 512-486-5890 for discount pricing on orders
of 100 or more calendars. (Discount applicable only
when shipping to a single address.)

To order, call 1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Or visit www.texashighways.com
You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop, at 150 E. Riverside, Austin.

To order by mail, please send payment to
Texas Highways - #748, PO Box 576, Mt. Morris, IL 61054.

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover 5J61

U. S. S HIP PIN G & H AND LIN G
Up to $25.00 ........... $4.50 $150.01 to $175.00 ....... $18.50
$25.01 to $35.00 ...... $6.50 $175.01 to $200.00 ....... $19.00
$35.01 to $60.00 ...... $9.50 $200.01 to $225.00 ....... $20.00
$60.01 to $75.00 ..... $11.50 $225.01 to $250.00 ....... $21.00
$75.01 to $100.00 .... $13.00 $250.01 to $275.00 .......$22.00
$100.01 to $125.00 . .$16.50 $275.01 to $300.00 ....... $23.00
$125.01 to $150.00 . .$17.50 $300.01+ .. .FREE (Regular Handling)
Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks for REGULAR U.S. delivery.
For orders delivered outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H prices.
International shipping times vary.
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add $10 for orders totaling up to
$175; for orders totaling more than $175, call 512/486-5887. Express handling
is not available for PO. boxes or outside the continental U.S.
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchandise, shipping, and handling.
For orders shipped to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to your subtotal.
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Big Tickets... and Bargains
(continued from page 58)

MIL LER OUTDOOR THEATRE
ot only is it an outdoor theater, it's free!

Right in Hermann Park, Miller Out-

door Theatre offers gratis concert, the-

ate; dance, symphony, and opera perform-

ances. The theater seats around 1,500, or

you can bring your own blanket or chairs

to the hills around the stage and enjoy a pic-

nic, a good novel, or a game of Frisbee at

sunset. As darkness falls, the show begins.

Performances include works as diverse

as ethnic dance, Shakespeare, classic film,
jazz, storytelling, and more. Even Houston

Grand Opera presents performances here.

The theater dates to the 1920s, when it

had a different building but similar bill-
ing: sharing quality entertainment with

everyone on warm, pleasant evenings un-

der the big Texas sky.

MODERN B&B'S MOD ROOM
f you're looking for Houston lodging

that's both chic and cheap, try the

"Mod Room" at the Modern Bed &

ROUNDUP
S G U 'N 7 E XAS

,ste by
RED STEAGALL

" The OfRdao Poet aureate of Texas

Camp with ill ones & Friends
Ranch Horse Match Races

Cowboy Music Featuring Don Edwards
Chuckwagon Cookoff

Buster McLaury Horse Training Clinic
Then & Now Western Heritage Classic

Western Trade Show
Trail Ride

Western Swing Dance
with Billy Mata & The Texas Tradition

Special Activities for Children
Including a Little Wrangler Rodeo

Spectacular Chuckwagon Party
featuring Don Edwards

www.roundupcowboygathering com

830.401.7375
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Breakfast. Owned by Rodney and Lisa

Collins, a prominent Houston architect

and a realtor, respectively, the Modern

B&B is an ultra-hip, four-story town

home in Houston's Montrose/Rice Uni-

versity area. Its exposed steel structure,
modern decor, and central location make

it a fabulous place to stay. The Mod Room

costs less than $100 a night (though the

snazzier suites cost more).

You can't get this kind of character at a

franchise hotel; it's a Houston-only expe-

rience popular with tourists and business

travelers alike. And guests don't forgo

any of the amenities of a franchise hotel:

wireless Internet, exercise equipment,
wall-mounted LCD TVs, and king- and

queen-size beds. Even the breakfast is hip:

organic, healthy fare that doesn't sacrifice

taste and gives you a better start than

some of the unhealthy breakfast choices

travelers can face on the road. Gourmet

Gulf Coast) Grandj Getaways andj Great, Deals
BIG TICKETS

Gaido's Seafood Restaurant, Galveston
A legend in seafood since 1911, Gaido's

offers fine seafood and a respectable wine

list, complete with a nice view of the Gulf

from Galveston's shoreline drive. 3900

Seawall Blvd.; 409/762-9625; www.gaidos

restaurant.com

Queen Isabel Inn, Port Isabel Over-
looking the Laguna Madre and South Padre

Island, the charming Queen Isabel Inn was

the first hotel in this coastal locale and a

favorite vacation spot of Warren G. Harding.

300 S. Garcia St.; 800/943-1468; www.

queenisabelinn.com

South Padre Island Golf Club, Laguna

Vista Take a championship golf course, add

miles of beachfront scenery, and you've got

a great way to enjoy the coastal sunshine,
no matter how the game itself turns out.
#1 Golf House Rd.; 956/943-5678; www.

spigolf.com

Padre Island Yacht Charters, Corpus

Christi Everybody wants a luxury boat, but

not everyone wants to invest in one. Why
not rent? Padre Island Yacht Charters offers

all kinds of packages, complete with crew

and refreshments. 13746 Primavera Dr.;

361/688-1651; www.padreislandyacht

charters. com

Guided Hunt at the King Ranch, Kings-

ville Many people know that Kingsville's

historic King Ranch offers a guided histori-

cal tour, but those who like to hunt can

also go on a first-class guided hunt for

deer or quail. Texas 141 West; 361/592-

8055; www.king-ranch.com

Dolphins can often be spotted from Gulf Coast ferries.

BARGAINS
Sunset walk on Corpus Christi's Shore-

line Drive There is no fee to walk along the

bayfront main drag in Corpus, whose clean
and modern street offers awesome views

and a number of cool things to do (eat your-

self seafood silly, buy fresh shrimp, rent bicy-

cles and paddleboats) along the way. Corpus

Christi/Padre and Mustang Islands Conven-

tion and Visitors Bureau; 800/766-2322;

www.corpuschristi-tx-cvb.org

* Dolphin-spotting on Bolivar Ferry, Galves-

ton The Bolivar Ferry has been a local favorite

for low-cost fun (read "free") since the early

1900s. If you look closely, you can some-

times spot a porpoise-maybe a whole family

of them-from the boat. Between Galveston

and Port Bolivar; Texas 87; www.dot.state.tx.

us/MNT/ferryops/ferryops.htm#gal

World's Third-Largest Fire Hydrant, Beau-

mont Beaumont's Fire Museum of Texas isn't

just an interesting museum, it sports one of

the largest fire hydrants in the world (24 feet

tall, 4,500 pounds). It was built in Disneyland

to promote the re-release of 101 Dalmatians,
hence the spots. Free. 400 Walnut St.; 409/
880-3927; www.firemuseumoftexas.org



coffee and tea, fresh fruit juices, organic

smoothies, 10-grain waffles, and more;

there's always something fresh in terms of

variety and quality. The Mod Room even

offers extended-stay packages.

o whether you're in the mood to

spend big hank in the Bayou City,
or if you're the kind of person who

wants both big-time entertainment and a

bargain, mosey on in to Houston and
spoil yourself. *

* Window-shopping on the Strand, Gal-
veston You could drop a lot of money in
Galveston's historic Strand District, whether
you're into antiques, art, or home decor.
But browsing is fun, too. Between 20th
and 25th streets; www.thestrand.com

Carol Jones, education manrb A
Bird Observatory, zooms in on area avian species.

* Gulf Coast Bird Observatory, Lake Jack-
son Birders will love exploring the observa-
tory's 33 acres of Columbia Bottomland
Forest. Free. 103 W. Texas 332; 979/480-
0999; www.gcbo.org -WILLIAM DYLAN POWELL
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FOLLOWING is contact infor-
mation for sites in the main
story. For more information,
contact the Greater Houston
Convention and Visitors Bureau,
901 Bagby, Ste. 100, Houston 77002;
713/437-5200 or 800/4-HOUSTON; www.
visithoustontexas.com. The area code is 713
unless otherwise noted.

Masraff's on Post Oak Lane, 1025 S. Post
Oak Lane (between San Felipe and Woodway);
355-1975; www.masraffs.com.

Houston Grand Opera, Wortham Theater
Center, 550 Prairie; 800/62-OPERA; www.
houstongrandopera.org. The 2006-07
season begins Oct. 21 with Verdi's Simon
Boccanegra.

Hotel Derek, 2525 West Loop South;
961-3000 or 866/292-7100; www.hotel
derek.com.

Cafe Express, 12 Houston locations, including
3200 Kirby (522-3994) and 1101 Uptown
Park (963-9222); www.cafe-express.com.

Miller Outdoor Theatre, 100 Concert Dr. (in
Hermann Park). Admission is free, but some
performances require tickets for covered seat-
ing. Program hotline: 281/FREE-FUN; www.
milleroutdoortheatre.com.

Modern B&B, 4003 Hazard, 832/279-6367
or 800/462-4014; www.modernbb.com. (See
"Houston's Eclectic B&Bs," May 2005.)

Houston-based writer WILI.IAM DYLAN
POWELL is covering "H-town's" most ro-
mantic spots for our February '07 issue.

- -________-_

ULsc _ )ownhome
A place where "Howdy" is more than a greeting...

it's a genuine spirit no one forgets!

The Museum at the George Bush Presidential Library * Fine Dining
Historic Downtown Bryan " Texas A&M University
Messina Hof Winery & Resort I Art Galleries - Coffee Shops
Golf and Recreation - Unique Shopping - Easy Access

BRYANNCOLLEGE STATION
C ON V ENT I O N A ND V I lIT O R S SU REAU

For Information Take a Trip To: or Call:
www.visitaggieland.com 800.777.8292
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AN EVENING WITH
ALAN FURST

Thursday, October 26th
00 pm at the
array Ransom Center
"the U. . campus

FIRST EDITION
LITERARY GALA

Friday, October 27th

7:00 pm at the Marriot
at the Capitol

Featuring Amy Sedaris,
Gore Vidal, Frank McCourt,
and emcee Ray Benson

For information and latest author confirmations:

texasbookfestival.org

festival underwriter:
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BY JUNE NAYLOR
A WHIRLWIND WEEKEND IN THE METROPLEX

Leave Your Heart in Frisco
DISMISSING Frisco as another one of Dallas' flourishing

suburbs would be too easy, and foolish besides. I confess I

was once tempted to do that, thanks to lingering childhood

memories of the little farm town we'd pass through en

route to my great-aunt's home in Sherman.

My perception began to change over

the last decade. First, Mariano Martinez

-the Dallas restaurateur credited with

creating a new-fangled machine some 30

years ago that would dispense frozen

margaritas-elected to establish his first
Southwestern restaurant, La Hacienda

Ranch, in Frisco in the mid-'90s. At
around the same time, Dallas Cowboys

Super Bowl hero Troy Aikman chose
Frisco as a place to build his dream home.

And boy howdy, were those guys onto

something. Today, Frisco exemplifies a

happy explosion of art, shopping, din-

ing, and entertainment, with more than

enough to go around for the bustling lo-

cal population (growing at a rate of about

800 people per month) and the throngs of

visitors now realizing that Frisco makes a

great overnight getaway.

In fact, Frisco's offerings warrant a

long weekend stay, with plenty of choices
for big and little budgets. Here's the per-

fect itinerary to follow; just be sure to

allow extra time for the increasing

traffic, now that word of Frisco's bounty

is spreading.

Friday: Plan your

arrival in time for

a leisurely late lunch

(bistro opens at 3

on Friday) to ease

you into a laid-back

frame of mind. That's

the only way to savor

Michelle O'Michael's La Mujer Roja adorns Frisco's Texas Sculpture Garden
at Hall Office Park. Frisco is fast becoming famous for its array of public art.

the goods at Farpointe Cellar Wine Store
& Wine Bistro, a mid-price-range place

to chill and learn, all at once. Order a so-

called flight of wine, such as a trio of

chardonnays from the Sonoma Valley,
Italy, and Chile,
and ask the staff

to help you pick

the perfect accom-

paniments from

a menu of Ameri-

can and European

cheeses and cured

grilled paninis, and

inspired pizzas. At 4

meats or salads,
Greek- or French-

p.m. every Friday,
there's a different tasting to help you

boost your wine acumen, too.
Then, walk off your indulgences a

few blocks away at Stonebriar Centre, a

fabulous shopping complex anchored
by Nordstrom and Macy's, with an
NHL-size ice rink, along with Cold-
water Creek, Clinique, Coach, and oth-

er boutiques.

If you're watching

your wallet, check

into the Hampton
Inn & Suites. Unlike

any other inexpen-

sive hotel you've

ever seen, this one
will remind you of a ranch lodge, with its

stone floors, gas carriage lamps, lobby

fireplace, and Old West artifacts. A hot

breakfast is included. If you're ready to
splurge, go wild at the Westin Stonebriar
Resort, a lavish getaway with a comfy

lobby bar, high-end fitness center, full golf
pro shop, and luxurious rooms overlook-

ing the Tom Fazio-designed golf course.

And speaking of spoiling yourself, do
it up right at Randy's Steakhouse, a land-
mark restaurant inside a historic home in

the tiny, vintage downtown. Start with a

shrimp platter, combining shrimp remou-

lade and shrimp marinated in Creole

spices, then follow with a conscience-

bending tenderloin filet, stuffed with

crawfish and slathered in a cognac-borde-
laise sauce with creamy potatoes au
gratin on the side. If that's not sinful

enough, top off dinner with a smooth

brandy Alexander.
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FUN FINDS ALONG THE ROAD

FOR MORE information, contact the
Frisco Convention & Visitors Bureau,
7601 Gaylord Pkwy., Ste. 100, Frisco
75034; 877/463-7472; www.visitfrisco.
com. See page 64 for contact information for
sites mentioned in the story.
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Frisco's offerings warrant a long weekend stay, with plenty l

of choices for big and little budgets.

RENEE FERNANDES

A couple loses themselves to usep reuxation during
stone massage at Face & Body Spa, across from the
Stonebriar Resort.

With or without kids in tow, you'll
want to catch a Frisco RoughRiders
game at Dr Pepper Ballpark. Opened in
2003, this standout among all the coun-
try's spectacular new minor-league base-
ball stadiums serves as home to the Texas
Rangers' AA affiliate. Wide open, yet
somehow intimate, the setting offers a

surprisingly old-fashioned feel, with
pathways cut through parklike landscap-
ing, porches for eating and drinking,
and a friendly proximity to the field
and dugouts. If you plan ahead, you can
rent the stone-rimmed swimming pool

perched on a patio just above center field
for your group.

Saturday: After breakfast at your hotel,
either tackle the Stonebriar's 18 holes or
submit to the magical hands employed at
Face & Body Spa, across the street from
the Westin. If you spend your life glued to

your desk, curled around your laptop, the

sports massage here will make you feel
better than you ever have.

Thus fortified, you'll have the strength
to make decisions for furnishing your

kitchen, bedroom, office, or playroom

with style and efficiency at IKEA. The
310,000-square-foot wonderland of Swed-
ish design allows you to park your kids
in a supervised playroom for an hour

while you figure out better ways to make

your home spaces work. Before leaving,
treat yourself to one of the snack bar's

divine cinnamon rolls with a cup of

fresh-roasted coffee. A few feet

away is another shopaholic nir-
vana, the new Sam Moon Trading
Co. store, which stocks unbe-
lievable buys in jewelry, purses,
scarves, and other accessories.

Head north on Preston Road to

Main Street, and stop for a late
lunch at Abbey Grill, a welcoming

hangout that occupies a 1904
church building. Behave yourself
with a grilled salmon or tuna gar-

a hot den s
Westin alad, or graze on goodies like

spinach-artichoke dip. Now turn
west along Main Street and ex-

plore the new Frisco Square, a pretty
sprawl of a complex that combines shops,
bistros, apartments, and offices in an
arrangement that evokes images of up-
scale urban centers from the east or west

coasts. You're just a few blocks from
the fabulous Pizza Hut Park, where you
can take in an FC Dallas soccer game-or
maybe a concert starring the likes of
George Strait and Kenny Chesney.

Before calling it a day, wander back
east along Main Street and pull in at

Double Dip, an old-fashioned soda shop
inside a renovated Dairy Queen. Tuck in-
to an all-beef hot dog, Frito pie, or chick-
en-salad sandwich, but be sure to leave
room for an old-fashioned ice cream soda
(the chocolate rocks!) or a "caliche," a
frozen custard creation incorporating

add-ins such as key-lime syrup, Oreos,
apple pie, fresh mango, or hot fudge.

Sunday: Head out early for a wagon-

load of art, which costs absolutely noth-

ing to enjoy. Frisco's outdoor sculpture

scene has critics' tongues wagging over

the stunning selection of public art, much
of which is found at the Texas Sculpture
Garden at Hall Office Park, close to the
Westin and the Dr Pepper StarCenter ice
rink. Billed as the largest private collec-
tion of contemporary Texas sculpture

displayed for the public, this place may
be the biggest surprise in all of Frisco.
Dozens of magnificent large-scale pieces
rise from the lovely landscaping, next to
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CIBOLO SONGS AND STORIES:
SEPT 9TH

BOERNE MARKET DAYS:
SEPT 9TH - 10TH
OCT 14TH - 15TH J
NOV 11TH - 12TH

KENDALL COUNTY FAIR:

CIBOLO CELEBRATION:
OCT 7TH

KEY TO THE HILLS ROD RUN:
OCT 13TH - 15TH

BOERNE FESTIVAL OF ARTS &
MUSIC:

OCT 21ST - 22ND
14TH ANNUAL KEY TO THE HILLS
ANTIQUE SHOW:

OCT 28TH - 29TH
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE
EXHIBITION:

NOV 4TH - 5TH
A HILL COUNTRY CHRISTMAS
"DICKENS ON MAIN':

NOV 24TH - 25TH
WEIHNACHTS FEST PARADE
WEEKEND:

DEC 2ND - 3RD
OMA'S CHRISTMAS FAIR

DEC 2ND - 3RD
A HILL COUNTRY CHRISTMAS
"CELEBRATION
ON THE CIBOLO":

DEC 9TH - 10TH
A HILL COUNTRY CHRISTMAS
"COWBOY CHRISTMAS":

DEC 16TH - 17TH

888.842.8080
WWW.VISITBOERNE.ORG

willows and crape myrtles, beside ponds,
and above sunken walkways, while anoth-

er 100 pieces of sculpture-several of
which are kinetic-populate the business

park at large. Look for a giant metal fish
jumping from a pool, enormous roses, a
huge, rusty horned frog, and dancers. Inside

the Hall Financial Group Building lobby,
smaller pieces include a folk-art wooden
panther, a coyote, and an office party.

A few blocks away, in the shopping

complex called The Centre at Preston

Ridge, you'll find an immense bronze cat-

tle drive, paying homage to the Long-

horns, cowpokes, and chuck wagons

that trudged along the Shawnee Trail,
which passed through here on the way

to markets in the Midwest. Immediately

west across Parkwood Drive, still more

bronze Longhorns appear, this magnifi-

cent herd moseying alongside waterfalls

and across rock and cactus.

Such cultural enlightenment has surely

earned you the right to a big lunch. At the

CONTACT INFORMATION (The area code is
972 unless otherwise noted.)

DINING: La Hacienda Ranch, 4110 Preston
Rd.; 335-2232; www.laharanch.com.

Farpointe Cellar Wine Store & Wine Bistro,
1125 Legacy Dr.; 214/618-9882; www.far
pointecellar.com. Call ahead regarding hours.

Randy's Steakhouse, 7026 Main St.; 335-
3066; www.randyssteakhouse.com. Dinner with
wine, about $50 per person.

Abbey Grill, 7185 Main St.; 335-3812; www.
theabbeygrill.com. Lunch $15 per person.

Double Dip, 7511 Main St.; 377-8668.
Sandwich and custard, $10 per person.

Tres M6ridas, 2809 Preston Rd.; 334-0937;
www.tresmeridas.com. Lunch, $10 per person.

LODGING: Hampton Inn & Suites, 3199
Parkwood Blvd.; 712-8400; www.friscolegacy
park.hamptoninn.com.

Westin Stonebriar Resort, 1549 Legacy Dr.;
668-8000; www.westinstonebriar.com.

ART: Texas Sculpture Garden at Hall Office

Westin, Wiley Bates III (food and bever-
age director) and his crew will knock you
out with braised mussels, Caesar salad,
bacon-wrapped salmon, and red-velvet

cake. If you're hoping to finish off the
weekend with some zing, head to Tres
Meridas, a Latin American restaurant

that will pamper your palate while il-
luminating the pleasures of foods from

Spain, Venezuela, and the interior of
Mexico. Tex-Mex, too. High marks go

to the tostones, griddled plantain pat-

ties topped with ground beef and queso

fresco with a side salad drizzled with

passionfruit vinaigrette; arepas, crispy

corn pockets stuffed with ham and

cheese; and pabelldn criollo, rice-pilaf

dressed with pulled beef, sweet plantains,
and black beans.

Whether or not you decide to extend

your stay another day and lounge around

your hotel's pool the rest of the after-

noon, you'll certainly be planning a re-

turn getaway by now. It's a good thing all

these distractions weren't around when I

was a kid, or we'd never have made it to

Aunt Elizabeth's house.

JUNE NAYLOR's story on the "Panhandle Plain-and

Posh" appears on page 36.

Park, 6801 Gaylord Pkwy.; 377-1100; www.
texassculpturegarden.com.

The Centre at Preston Ridge, Gaylord Pkwy. at
Preston Rd.; 668-2986.

SHOPPING: Stonebriar Centre, 2601 Preston
Rd.; 668-6255; www.shopstonebriar.com.

IKEA, 7171 IKEA Dr.; 712-4532; www.ikea-
usa.com.

Sam Moon Trading Co., 2449 Preston Rd.;
214/297-4200; www.sammoon.com.

Frisco Square, 6136 Frisco Square Blvd.;
469/633-1721; www.friscosquare.com.

The Centre at Preston Ridge (see above
under "Art")

SPA: Face & Body Spa, 1221 Legacy Dr.; 668-
6108; www.faceandbodyspas.com. Massage,
$55-$150; facial, $60-$160.

ENTERTAINMENT: Dr Pepper Ballpark,
7300 RoughRidersTr.; 731-9200; www.riders
baseball.com.

Pizza Hut Park, 6000 Main St.; 214/979-0303;
www.pizzahutpark.com and www.fcdallas.net.
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TEXAS

1
DEL RIO

First Friday Art Walk
830/775-0888

1-3
MARFA

Marfa Lights Festival
800/650-9696

1-4
ALPINE

Big Bend
Balloon Bash

432/837-2326 or
800/561-3735

EL PASO
Fiesta de las Flores

915/542-3464

2
EL PASO

Chamizal Festival
915/532-7273

8-9
FORT STOCKTON

Historic Fort Stockton
Pioneer Days

432/336-2400

8-10
EL PASO

Fiesta San Elizario
915/851-3105

McCAMEY
Wind Energy Capital

Bluegrass Festival
432/652-8202

8-16
ODESSA

Permian Basin
Fair & Exposition

432/550-3232 or
877/550-3232

8-17
ALPINE

Ben E. Keith
Davis Mountains Polo Cup

432/364-2301

9-10
MIDLAND

Midland Community Theatre's
McLaren Comedy Festival

432/570-4111

9-10, 16-17
ODESSA

William's Window
432/550-5456

14-17
TERLINGUA

Big Bend Nature Festival
432/371-2202

15
EL PASO
Mexican

Independence Day
915/533-6311

15-17
EL PASO

Oktoberfest
915/568-8923

Salsa Festival
915/351-1680

or 351-1191

16-17
FORT DAVIS

Cycle Fest Tour
800/524-3015

16, 30
EL PASO

Chopin Music Festival
Concert

915/584-1595
or 533-0348

19
EL PASO

CATS
915/544-8444

22-24
EL PASO

Viva Mexico!
915/772-3905

FORT DAVIS
Mountain Man Rendezvous

800/524-3015

23-24
EL PASO

Art in the Park
915/533-3311

ODESSA
Permian Basin

Intertribal Powwow
432/362-1359

28-30
PRESIDIO

Longhorn Cattle Drive
432/229-3416

29-Oct 1
ALPINE

National Intercollegiate Rodeo
432/837-2326 or

800/561-3735

EL PASO
Socorro Mission Bazaar

915/859-7718

30
DEL RIO

Oktoberfest
830/774-7568

30-Oct 1
EL PASO

El Paso Wine & Food Festival
915/751-1181

1-3
FREEPORT

Summertime Blues Festival
979/233-3526

2
BEAUMONT

Labor Day Music Festival
409/951-5400

CRYSTAL BEACH
Peninsula Market Day

409/684-5940 or
800/386-7863

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Labor Day

Fireworks on the Bay
800/767-2373

2-3
ROCKPORT

Fiesta en la Playa
361/729-6445

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Beach Volleyball

Tournament
956/761-2420

3
PALACIOS

Larry Joe Taylor
361/972-2615

4
FREEPORT

Cutty Sark Regatta
979/233-2101

9
BEAUMONT
Gala 2006:

The Best
Little Arthouse in Texas

409/832-3432

LAKE JACKSON
Brazosport Relay Triathion

979/238-5037

Xtreme Hummingbird
Xtravaganza

979/480-0999

WHARTON
Fiesta Hispano Americana

979/532-0578

9-10
HOUSTON

Camera Show
713/868-9606

Bluegrass Festival
281/890-5500

KEMAH
Zydeco Festival

281/334-9880 or
877/285-3624

10
DACOSTA

German Fest
361/578-6658

SANTA FE
Mark Towns

Flamenco Jazz
409/925-1401

14-17
ROCKPORT

Hummer/Bird Celebration
361/729-6445

14, 16-17, 22-24,
28, 30-Oct 1

HOUSTON
Houston Symphony

713/224-7575

15-17
CLEAR LAKE AREA

Gulf Coast
Film & Video Festival

281/333-5804

HARLINGEN
Narciso Martinez
Conjunto Festival
956/361-0110

WELCOME TO THIS MONTH'S Sampling of events

from throughout the Lone Star State.

SEND FUTURE EVENT INFORMATION TO: Texas
Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009;
fax: 512/486-5879; e-mail: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us

LISTING DEADLINES: Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1-

Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1; Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. I
Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1

BECAUSE OF SPACE LIMITATIONS, we can't list every event we receive. Please
note that dates sometimes change after we go to press. You may want to con-
firm a particular event by calling the number listed with the festivity or by con-
tacting the local chamber of commerce or convention and visitors bureau.

FOR INFORMATION ON ANY DESTINATION IN TEXAS: Call 800/452-9292
toll-free from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Central Time. A professional travel counselor at one of the Texas Department
of Transportation's Travel Information Centers will answer your Texas travel

questions, provide routing assistance, send brochures
(including the official Texas State Travel Guide and map),
and advise you of any emergency road conditions.

FOR A QUARTERLY, MORE DETAILED SCHEDULE OF
events, write for a free copy of the Texas Events Calen-
dar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. For an online listing
of events, go to www.texashighways.com.

16
CORPUS CHRISTI

Diez y Seis Celebration
361/883-0639

CROSBY
Harvest Moon Festival

281/328-2616

PORT ARTHUR
Mexican Fiesta
409/982-8300

RICHMOND
Fiestas Patrias Celebration

281/342-6478

16-17
HOUSTON

Houston Hot Sauce Festival
281/558-3518

17
VICTORIA

Harvest of Fun Festival
361/575-4581

21-24
GROVES

Pecan Festival
409/962-3631

22-23
LA PORTE

Fall Back Festival
832/771-7661

23
GALVESTON

Robert Earl Keen
800/821-1894

24
SANTA FE

Ezra Charles
409/925-1401

TEXAS CITY
Hummingbird & Butterfly

Nature Watch
409/643-5990

24
VICTORIA

Czech Heritage Festival
361/575-0820

27-30
ORANGE

Lions Carnival
409/883-3536

or 883-1010

29-Oct 1
BROWNSVILLE

Chicago
956/542-8900

CORPUS CHRISTI
Bayfest

361/887-0868
or 854-8492

KEMAH
Jazz Fest

281/334-9880

Home to they
Caverns of Sonora " 411111111

- Eaton Hill wildlife -8

Sanctuary www sonoratx chamber.co%

g* Exotic Game Ranches - 6 Motels H ge1Trai1
wildlife Art Ranch Retreat tlnlope MohaiGift i
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TEXAS Events -
29-Oct 7

ROSENBERG
Fort Bend County Fair

281/342-6171

30
CORPUS CHRISTI/

PORT ARANSAS
Conquer the Coast

Bicycle Ride
361/883-4517

ROCKPORT
Hidden Garden Tour

361/790-0103

1,3
AUSTIN

Austin Symphony with
Violinist Joshua Bell

512/476-6064

1-3
BANDERA

Celebrate Bandera
800/364-3833

BOERNE
101st

Kendall County Fair
830/537-5315

KERRVILLE
Wine & Music Festival

830/257-3600

1-4
LUCKENBACH

Labor Day Weekend
Celebration

888/311-8990

ROCKSPRINGS
Camp Eagle Classic

Mountain Bike Festival
830/896-6864

2
KERRVILLE

Rio Triathlon
210/366-3701

2-3
AUSTIN
BatFest

512/441-9015

FREDERICKSBURG
Fritz Fest

830/997-6982

STONEWALL
Grape Stomp

830/644-2681

8-9
LUCKENBACH
Tex-Americana

Fandango
888/311-8990

8-10
BANDERA

Hill Country
State Natural Area

Gathering of Friends
Trail Ride

830/393-7037
or 796-4413

9
LLANO

Lano County Opry
325/247-5354

9-10
GRUENE

Texas Metal Arts
Festival

903/852-3311 or
830/629-5077

14-24
KERRVILLE

Winnie the Pooh
830/896-9393

15-17
AUSTIN

Austin City Limits
Music Festival

877/337-8225

HORSESHOE BAY
Hill Country Fall Fest
& Texas Wine Auction

830/693-2815

16-17
HONDO

Medina County Fair
830/426-5406

22-23
TAYLOR

Barbecue Cookoff
512/864-9183

23
LAKEHILLS

Medina Lake Cajun Festival
830/751-3130 or

800/364-3833

23-Nov 26
HONDO

South Tunas Maize
830/741-3968

24
MARBLE FALLS

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church Fall Festival

830/693-5134

29-Oct 2
CONCAN

Fall Nature Quest
800/210-0380

30-Oct 1
AUSTIN

Old Pecan Street Fall Festival
512/443-6179

UVALDE
Sagebrush Sal
830/278-9571

1
LUBBOCK

First Friday Art Trail
806/762-8606

1-3
BUFFALO GAP

Chili Super Bowl
325/674-1224

1-30
WICHITA FALLS
Pioneer Days

940/767-0843

2-3
AMARILLO

Old Tascosa Cycling Classic
806/378-3036

BOYS RANCH
Boys Ranch Rodeo &

Old Tascosa Rendezvous
806/322-2635 or

800/687-3722

WHITE DEER
Centennial Celebration

806/883-7801

4
PAMPA

Chautauqua
806/669-3241

7-9
CACTUS

Diez y Seis
de Septiembre
806/935-2123

LUBBOCK
Buddy Holly's

70th Birthday Bash
806/775-3560

SWEETWATER
Sammy Baugh

Football Classic
325/235-5488

7-10
LUBBOCK

National Cowboy
Symposium

& Celebration
806/795-2455

8-16
ABILENE

West Texas
Fair & Rodeo

325/677-4376

9
ABILENE

Philharmonic Concert
325/677-6710 or

800/460-0610

GORMAN
Peanut Festival
254/734-2202

LUBBOCK
Fall Arts & Crafts Festival

806/767-3724

QUANAH
Fall Festival

940/663-2222

RALLS
Cotton Boll Fest
806/253-2342

WOLFFORTH
Harvest Festival
806/866-4215

9-10
LUBBOCK

Apple Butter Festival
806/892-2961

WOLFFORTH
South Plains Balloon

Roundup
806/866-4215

12-16
WICHITA FALLS
Texas-Oklahoma

Fair & Livestock Show
940/692-3766

14-16
HENRIETTA
Clay County

Pioneer Reunion Rodeo
940/524-3465

14-17
LUBBOCK

Fiestas Patrias Festival
806/749-9600

15-17
BROWNWOOD

Reunion Celebration
325/641-1182

LUBBOCK
Lubbock Music Festival

800/692-4035

WICHITA FALLS
North Texas

Corvette Roundup
940/691-4536

15-23
AMARILLO

Tri-State Fair
806/376-7767

16
BIG SPRING

Diez y Seis ce Septiembre
432/816-4540

MEMPHIS
Hall County Picnic & Craft Fair

806/259-3144

SAN ANGELO
Fiesta de las Flores

325/657-4279

Fort Concho Campfire Concert
325/481-2646

16-17
SAN ANGELO

Craft Guild Show
325/658-9122

or 653-8371

16-Nov 25
LUBBOCK

Cornfield Maize
806/763-5594

17
SAN ANGELO

The Great Duck Race
325/277-7859

19-23
ABILENE

West Texas
Book & Music Festival

325/676-6025

22-23
ABILENE

Festival of the Americas
325/627-7111

EDEN
Fall Fest Celebration

325/869-2211

22-30
LUBBOCK

South Plains Fair
806/763-2833

23-24
WICHITA FALLS

Art Affair on Kemp Square
Arts Festival

940/767-2787

27-30
BIG SPRING

Howard County
Fair & Ag Expo

432/268-9335 or
866/430-7100

29-30
SWEETWATER

Chuckwagon Cookoff
325/235-5488

WICHITA FALLS
FallsFest

940/692-9797

29-Oct 1
ABILENE

Hot Air Balloon Festival
325/795-0995

29-Oct 2
GRAHAM

Ranch Rodeo
940/549-0436

30
COLORADO CITY

Cowboy Breakfast &
Mitchell County Reunion

325/728-3404
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30
LEVELLAND

Texas' Last Frontier
Ranch Heritage Tour

806/229-2741
or 894-4062

PINEY WOODS

1-3, 8-9
CON ROE

Oklahoma!
936/441-7469

9-10
TEXARKANA

Quadrangle Street
Festival

903/793-4831

12-16
LONGVIEW

Gregg County Fair
903/753-4478

16
NACOGDOCHES

Do Dat Barbecue
936/564-8361

TYLER
Festival

on the Square
903/593-6905

20-24
LUFKIN

Texas State Forest
Festival

936/634-6644

21-30
TYLER

East Texas State Fair
903/597-2501

22-23
MAGNOLIA

Barbecue Cookoff
& Fiddlers Contest

281/356-1488

23
MONTGOMERY

Historic Montgomery
Wine & Food Trail
936/597-2308

23-24
GLADEWATER

Arts & Crafts Festival
903/845-5501 or
800/627-0315

23-30
COLDSPRING

San Jacinto County
Fair & Rodeo

936/653-2184

27-30
MOUNT PLEASANT
Titus County Fair
903/577-8117

29
THE WOODLANDS
Houston Symphony

281/363-3300

30
LONGVIEW

Longview Symphony
903/236-9739

1-3
LA GRANGE

(began Aug 31)
Fayette County Fair
979/968-3911

WEST
Westfest

254/826-5058

2-3
MOUNT VERNON

Labor Day Weekend
Rodeo

903/588-2482

2-4
COLUMBUS

Colorado River 100
Canoe Marathon
979/732-8385

3
NEW BERLIN

Sausage Festival
830/420-3185

7-10
GRAPEVINE
GrapeFest

817/410-3185 or
800/457-6338

7-10, 14-17,
21-24, 28-Oct 1

DALLAS
Dallas Symphony Orchestra

214/692-0203

8-10
GRAND PRAIRIE

National Championship
Powwow

972/647-2331

9
CRANFILLS GAP
Septemberfest

254/597-2756 or
800/344-3720

HILLSBORO
Go Texan/

Cotton Pickin' Fair
254/582-2481

MORGAN MILL
Arts & Crafts Fair
254/968-4983

WAXAHACHIE
Fort Worth

Symphony Orchestra
972/938-0404

WORTHAM
Wortham Blues Festival

713/880-9279

WYLIE
Rodeo

972/442-2804

9-10
CAT SPRING

Antiques & Garden Show
979/865-5618

RICHARDSON
Great Fountain Plaza

Festival
972/744-4580

10
IRVING

Univision Radio
Fiestas Patrias

972/785-4000

LA GRANGE
Grape Harvest Festival

979/968-9399

14-17
ADDISON

Oktoberfest
800/233-4766

COLUMBUS
Colorado County Fair

979/732-8385

15-16
ELGIN

Chilepepper Fiesta
512/285-4515

SEGUIN
Fiestas Patrias/Diez y Seis

Celebration
800/580-7322

15-16
SEGUIN

Roundup Cowboy Gathering
830/401-7375 or
800/580-7322

15-17
FORT WORTH

Jazz by the Boulevard
Music & Arts Festival

817/763-5299

SHERMAN
Sherman Arts Festival

903/957-0310

16
GATESVILLE

Spurfest Celebration
254/865-5007

GRAND PRAIRIE
Fiestas Patrias

972/647-2331

INDEPENDENCE
Pepper Fest

979/836-9051

McGREGOR
Founders Day Festival

254/840-0123

SPRINGTOWN
Wild West Festival
817/220-7828

16-17
SALADO

Tablerock's Fantasy Fair
254/947-9205

TEMPLE
Texas Train Festival

254/298-5172

THE COLONY
Sail Fair

972/625-1240

20-23
BRENHAM

138th Washington County Fair
979/836-4112

21-24
ENNIS

NHRA O'Reilly Fall Nationals
Drag Racing

972/878-4748

22-23
MADISONVILLE

Barbecue Cookoff
936/348-3591

22-24
COMMERCE

Bois d'Arc Bash
903/886-3950

PLANO
Balloon Festival
972/867-7566

23
MOODY

Cotton Harvest Festival
254/853-2314

or 853-2976

WAXAHACHIE
Chautauqua

972/937-8887

24
SERBIN

Wendish Fest
979/366-2441

24-29
DENISON

U.S. National Aerobatic
Competition

903/465-1551
or 893-1184

28-Oct 1
SEAGOVILLE

Seagofest
972/287-5184

29
DALLAS

Dixie Chicks
214/373-8000

29-30
POTTSBORO
Frontier Days

903/786-6371

29-Oct 7
DECATUR

Wise County
Sesquicentennial Celebration

940/627-2741

29-Oct 22
DALLAS

State Fair of Texas
214/565-9931

30
HALLETTSVILLE
Kolache Fest

361/798-2662

30-Oct 1
FORT WORTH

International Air Show
817/293-2140

WACO
Waco Cultural Arts Fest

254/772-7637

30-Nov 19
PLANTERSVILLE

Texas Renaissance Festival
800/458-3435

30-Nov 26
BROOKSHIRE
Texas Maze at
Dewberry Farm

281/934-FARM or
866/908-FARM

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS

1-30
SAN ANTONIO

Fotoseptiembre USA
210/737-8255

14
SAN ANTONIO

Pachanga del Rio
210/227-4262

15
EAGLE PASS

Diez y Seis de Septiembre
Celebration

830/773-9255 or
888/355-3224

LAREDO
Mexico Independence Day

Celebration
956/723-6369

16
SAN ANTONIO

Calle Guadalupe Festival
& Parade

210/223-3151

16-17
ALICE

Tejano Jam
in the Square

361/668-6666

SAN ANTONIO
Jazz'SAlive

210/212-8423

17
WESLACO

Diez y Seis de Septiembre
Celebration

956/968-2102

22-23
KARNES CITY

Lonesome Dove Fest
830/583-6283

OAK UP some fun, sun,
wiaand blue skies this

summer in Beaumont, where a
gusher of 9ood times await the
entire family!

*Hotel & Restaurant Discounts
-Beaumont Blast Coupon Book
- Chance to win $500 Parkdale

Mall Shopping Spree

SWAMP TOURS - GATOR COUNTRY CANOE
TRIPS ON VILLAGE CREEK "19 MUSEUMS &
ATTRACTIONS - SEE THE GUSHER BLOW AT
SPINDLETOP - THE WORLD'S LARGEST FIRE

'HYDRANT - EAT CAJUN FOOD & TEXAS BBQ-
ENJOY BEAUMONT'S DOWNTOWN ENTERTAINMENT
DISTRICT, GREAT SHOPPING AND LOTS MORE!

'VO&4co Texas &
flL.4-vo Proor&Go.'Y lecco...
-the r&ct cowtoinator

for aotr vacation(
e(0aco offers more than 600 hotel rooms

to choose from in the center of the

Rio (rande' Valeg. Jast 10 minates away,
gou'(t find \.asevo nogrso, 7eico - one of the

friend(iest and safest towns in'x 'l&ico.
The town has over six blocks of restaurants,

shops, dentists and pharmacies with stores and
street vendors set(ngjewerg, weather items,

g(assware, carved art, pewter clothing, decor,
masicat instrtk ents, pinatas and mach wore.

A great dinner awaits lzack in Westaco
after a lon dag of shopping.

Corn Husk Doll

e a

301 W. Railroad St., Weslaco, TX
(888) 968-2102 + www.weslaco.com
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Readers
RECOMMEND...
TIPS FROM OUR READERS

NESTLED in the hills of deep East Texas near
Jacksonville is a distinctive drive-thru safari
called Cherokee Trace. More than a dozen
exotic and endangered species roam freely in
the 300-acre park, including alligators, several
deer species, camels, emus, llamas, kanga-
roos, buffalo, elk, and watusi. You can feed the
animals from your car (the food is furnished).
As you drive through the hills and pastures on
well-marked roads, you can often see several
babies near their mothers.

Two rustic cabins are available for rent, com-
plete with a continental breakfast. Animals come
to the fence just behind the cabins early in the
morning for a little extra food and attention.

I recently visited the park with my six-year-
old grandson, my cousin, and her grandson,
and we all enjoyed the excitement of seeing
and feeding the animals, as well as the peace-
ful surroundings.

ALICE SPACEK, Elkhart

Cherokee Trace is at 1200 CR 4405;
903/683-3322; www.cherokeetrace.org.

THE BACK Porch Grill and Tavern in Grape-
vine is a hidden treasure. The restaurant has a
real country look, decorated with antiques, pic-
tures of country-music stars, and memorabilia.
The owners, Rachel McGallian and Kim Newton,
told me all the decorations came from their
families' barns and attics. Everything has a
story behind it, and they love to talk about it.

The spicy catfish is the best in Texas, and the
rest of the menu items-from the hand-breaded
chicken-fried steak to the melt-in-your-mouth
bread pudding-are just as finger-licking good.
The place also serves as the local watering
hole, with live country music most nights.

Grapevine is a quaint town that hasn't out-
grown its small-town roots despite its big-city
neighbors. They have a city flea and craft mar-
ket on the square Thursdays and Saturdays
and a farmer's market with the freshest pro-
duce around on Wednesdays and Saturdays
during the summer. It is well worth a stop.

KATHY BURCHAM

The Back Porch Grill and Tavern is at 210 N.
Main St.; 817/251-8434; www.backporch

OUR GROUP of business folks met in

Austin recently and had dinner at The
Mansion at Judge's Hill. The restaurant
and hotel occupy a stately former home
not far from the University of Texas
campus. The luxurious dining room
held our party of 12 (we called ahead)
and several other tables in comfort.

I began with a traditional Caesar
salad served with anchovy and Par-
mesan crostini-quite delicious. My
neighbor started with an Heirloom
Tomato and Basil Salad-it looked like
a work of art. One popular entr6e was
the Seared Sea Bass served with Porto-
bello mushrooms, asparagus, a sea

4

r

Go gourmet at Austin's Mansion at Judge's Hill
restaurant, or, if you're a guest at the hotel, you
can order simpler fare (like this burger and beer)
from the room-service menu.

bass and brie spring roll, and Thai apricot sauce. Outstanding! Another was "The
Judge;' a grilled 14-ounce prime rib-eye with buttermilk-and-chive potatoes, hari-
cots verts, and mushroom-espresso demi-glace. Likewise! Several folks ordered
Mocha Scented Creme Br0l6e to end this most excellent dining experience.

RON WHITE, Dallas

The Mansion at Judge's Hill is at 1900 Rio

311-1619; www.mansionatjudgeshill.com.

tavern.com. The Grapevine Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau is at One Liberty Park Plaza; 800/
457-6338; www.grapevinetexasusa.com.

ALMOST every time I take a trip through Texas,
I find a small town that I really like. This time it
was Italy. I stopped as soon as I entered from
the north and then walked to the other end. I
found a little place that sold doughnuts, soft
drinks, and coffee. The town was very relaxing,
with very little traffic.

ELMER GOLDEN, Cincinnati, Ohio

Italy is 45 miles south of Dallas on Interstate
35. The town boasts the World's Largest Cater-
pillar: a series of seven concrete domes that
together stretch approximately 250 feet in
length and are part of the Monolithic Dome
Institute; 972/483-7423; www.monolithic.com.

IF YOU are driving down US 190 amongst the
towering pine trees between Huntsville and
Livingston, look for Down Home Cookin'.
Ranchers, city workers, college kids, and local
professionals alike jockey for a table and some

Grande St.; 512/495-1800 or 800/

of Olar and Willie Price's tasty soul food. No
menus here, folks-it's whatever is on the board
(which Willie faithfully wipes clean as selec-
tions sell out). Smothered steak and gravy, beef
tips, pork roast and gravy (our favorite), liver
and onions, fried chicken, and catfish (on
Fridays) are just a few of the items. The sides
vary, but a typical sampling might be yams,
fresh okra and tomatoes, and pinto beans.
Do not miss out on the complimentary warm
homemade banana pudding that is passed
out in little to-go containers at meal's end.

SANDRA AND BEN BELL, Huntsville

Down Home Cookin' is at 1755 US 190;
936/661-1681.

Next month... Time to turn off those
air conditioners and get outside! We'll bring
you choice bike rides around the state, a
royal road trip down Texas 21 (East Texas' El
Camino Real), drive-in restaurants old and
new (roll down those windows!), and mar-
velous photos of marching bands. You'll also
dig our story on Texas Archeology Month and
related events. Be cool!
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IF YOU KNOW OF A NOTEWORTHY LONE STAR ATTRACTION, RESTAURANT, EVENT, OR PRODUCT, WRITE OR E-MAIL:

Readers Recommend, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. E-mail: letterso5@texashighways.com. space
constraints prevent us from publishing every suggestion we receive. we reserve the right to edit items. Because we're
unable to check out every item, and because hours vary and details can change, please call ahead for more information.
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(see contest rules at right).

The contest winner will receive:

TRANSPORTATION
* Two round-trip airline tickets

to El Paso from any city
served by Southwest, courtesy
of Southwest Airlines

* Rental car for three days,
courtesy of Advantage
Rent-a-Car

* El Paso/Juarez Trolley tickets

ACCOMMODATIONS (for two)
* Three nights at the Hilton

Garden Inn

DINING (for two)
* Lunch or dinner at Magic Pan

Restaurant
* Lunch or dinner at Jaxon's

Restaurant & Brewing
Company

SIGHTSEEING & SHOPPING
(for two)
* Round of golf from the

Painted Dunes Golf Course
* Free admission to the Magof-

fin Home State Historic Site

fHRLL HYii ii LWhCV) u LtMOU

* Free admission to the
Insights-El Paso Science
Museum

PLUS
* Gift basket from the

El Paso Chile Company

* Gift basket from
Helen of Troy personal
care products

* To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.magazineprints.com.

Our thanks to the El Paso Convention & Visitors Bureau and Southwest Airlines
for putting together this choice prize package. Texas Highways readers love El Paso!

For travel information year round, contact the friendly folks at the El Paso
Convention & Visitors Bureau, One Civic Center Plaza, El Paso 79901; 915/
534-0601 or 800/351-6024; www.elpasocvb.com.
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CONTEST

CONTEST RULES
(no purchase necessary)

1. Only one entry per person.
Entries must be on postcards. To
be eligible for the drawing, each
entrant must include on the post-
card the correct answer (judges'
decisions are final), as well as
his/her name, mailing address,
and daytime phone number.

2. Entrants must be 18 years of
age or older. Current employees
of the Texas Department of
Transportation and their immedi-
ate families are not eligible.

3. Send entries to: Texas High-
ways Contest, Box 141009,
Austin 78714-1009. All entries
must be postmarked by Septem-
ber 20, 2006. Texas Highways is
not responsible for late, lost, or

misdirected entries.

4. The winning card will be
drawn on September 27, 2006.
We will attempt to notify the win-
ner the same day. If we cannot
contact the winner directly by
5 p.m. on October 2, 2006,
another card will be drawn.

5. Prize package valid through
September 15, 2007. Some addi-

tional expenses, such as taxes
and tips, are not included in the

package. Lodging and transpor-
tation certificates are subject to

availability; reservations required.

6. Meals, unless specifically

noted here, are not included.

7. Reservations must be made at
least two weeks prior to arrival.

8. The winner is solely responsible
for any income taxes incurred.

9. By entering the contest, con-
testants agree to the above rules
and regulations.
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