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18 Denton Arts & Jazz Festival:
All That Texas Jazz
Take it from the 150,000 people who attended last year's Arts & Jazz
Festival-if you like music and art, Denton is the place to be the third
weekend in April. STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RANDY MALLORY

24 The Irises of Texas Are Upon You:
Argyle Acres
Irises, not wildflowers, fill the fields of Argyle Acres, a display garden

north of Fort Worth that opens to the public for two weeks each

April. The site boasts more than 1,700 varieties of botanical beauties,
many of them historic. BY PEGGY HEINKEL-WOLFE, PHOTOGRAPHS BY

MICHAEL AMADOR

p

28 Bouquets for the Years: 30 Wildflowers
We picked 30 of the state's most common wildflowers to headline our annual wildflower

portfolio, a nod to the magazine's 30th anniversary. But as the images on these 16 pages show,
Texas wildflowers are anything but common. INTRODUCTION BY ANN GALLAWAY

44 Gettin' Down 'n' Gritty:
Texas Sandcastle Festivals
Three island beaches offer boatloads of fun at their annual sand-sculpture

competitions, beginning with Port A's Texas SandFest this month. The

artworks here go far beyond ordinary pail-and-shovel masterpieces.

BY ANN GALLAWAY, PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

50 Texas Music: Jazz Maverick:
of the Lone Star State
From trombonist Jack Teagarden to alto saxc

phonist Ornette Coleman, more than a few ja
greats have Texas roots. Many of them have

been branded Texas mavericks for their rugged
individualism and pride of place.

BY DAVE OLIPHANT

DEPARTMENTS

2 Up Front

4 Talk to TH

9 Speaking of Texas

10 For the Road

58 Just Passing Through

65 Fun Forecast

71 TexCetera
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Texas Jazz Greats, page 50

About Our Covers
[FRONTJ Dawn breaks over a Llano County
field splashed with bluehonnets and Indian
paintbrush. urn to page 8 for more
images of [exas spriigtine glory. Photo

Joe Lowery

[BACK} Sand sculptures may be transitory,
but they count as art, nonetheless. Witness
one of the creations at last year' Fexas
SandFest at Port Aransas: Buddha o the
Beach by artist Elliott Kephart of Federal
Way, Washington. Photo by J. Griffis Smith
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From the Editor's desk

I should apologize to Randy and Tom Malloryof Tyler. Last month, in conjunction with

Randy's story on Western Swing, I called Tom's

band the Western Swingers, when in fact they

are the Texas Swingers, which is exactly what

Randy had told me. My apologies go out to all

Texas Swingers fans from Tyler to Timbuktu.

This month, our music series focuses on

some of the wizards of Texas jazz. Assistant edi-

tor Marty Lange asked Dave Oliphant, author of

the book Texan Jazz, to write a piece on the

undertold story of Texans and their contribu-

tions to jazz. As Dave recounts, Texas musicians

have had a major influence in movements that

range from ragtime and blues to swing, bebop,

hard bop, and free jazz. To supplement Dave's

article, we asked Randy Mallory to write about

the Denton Arts & Jazz Festival, and tell us about

some of Texas' other jazz celebrations.

Randy also wrote a Speaking of Texas item

on noted jazz guitarist Charlie Christian, origi-

nally of Bonham. Because of space considera-

tions, we had to cut some choice information

about Christian, included here. Biographer

Peter Broadbent, author of Charlie Christian:

Solo Flight-The Seminal Electric Guitarist

(Ashley Mark Publishing, 2003), says Charlie

Christian "single-handedly elevated the guitar

from the rhythm section to the status of a front

line solo instrument" and ranks him with Louis

Armstrong and Charlie Parker in the develop-

ment of jazz. Because of his influence on blues

and rock music, Christian was even inducted

into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

Ralph Ellison, the author of Invisible Man,

remembered that Christian's genius was evident

early on: Charlie "would amuse and amaze us

at school with his first guitar-one that he made

from a cigar box-he would be playing his

own riffs. But they were based on sophisticated

chords and progressions that Blind Lemon

Jefferson never knew."

Released in 2002, a remastered, four-CD box

set, Charlie Christian: The Genius of the Elec-

tric Guitar (Columbia/Legacy), comprises the

first comprehensive collection of Christian play-

ing with the Benny Goodman Sextet and

Orchestra, 1939-1941. Christian burned the

candle at both ends during those years. After his

gigs with Goodman, Charlie would play at

Minton's Playhouse in Harlem. He and jazz

greats like Dizzy Gillespie (trumpet), Charlie

Parker (alto saxophone), and Thelonious Monk

(piano) would gather at Minton's and jam until

the wee hours.

Sadly, Christian's time in the limelight was

fleeting. He played with Goodman for only two

years, because he contracted tuberculosis in 1941,

and died at the age of 25 on March 2, 1942.

Nevertheless, his legacy was staggering. Vir-

tually every jazz guitarist that emerged over the

next couple of decades picked up licks and tech-

niques from Charlie Christian. Guitar virtuosos

from Barney Kessel and Herb Ellis to Wes

Montgomery and George Benson were all stu-

dents of Christian's masterful style. In fact, in

the 1970s, guitarist Joe Pass said, "I think there

have only been three real innovators on the gui-

tar: Django Reinhardt, Charlie Christian, and

Wes Montgomery."

And Wes Montgomery himself said, "That

cat tore everybody's head up. I never saw him in

my life, but he said so much on records. I don't

care what instrument a cat played, if he didn't

understand and feel the things that Charlie

Christian was doing, he was a pretty poor musi-

cian. 'Solo Flight'-boy, that was too much! I

still hear it. He was IT for me. I didn't hear any-

body else after that for about a year."...

It's April, which means it's wildflower season

in Texas. This being Texas Highways' 30th

anniversary year, think of our annual wild-

flower portfolio (page 28) as a way to celebrate

one splendid flower each day of this spectacular

month-30 days, 30 flowers. Lucky for us, the

colorful show will go on for many more

months. However you choose to go about it, do

get out and go about it. Here's to spring, jazz,

and celebration!

Mp ronL
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Talk to TH

BOARS AND MORE

Every issue of TH is excit-
ing, but the December

and January issues were spe-
cial. Some of the residents of
Signature Pointe on the Lake,
a retirement facility, attended
the Boar's Head and Yule Fes-
tival at the Episcopal Church
of the Ascension in Dallas
and were duly impressed. Your
2004 music series promises
to command our attention,
also. As a native Texan, I have
conducted some tours of
downtown Dallas, as most of
our residents are from out of state. I tell them,
"We don't brag about Texas, we just tell it like it
is." We do have so much to be proud of!

FLORENCE BOX
Dallas

iVIVA EL PASEO DEL RIO!

A s a longtime subscriber, I read with inter-
est and enjoyment "A Walk Along the

--

I

River" by Howard Peacock [February issue]. In
the various references to and the pictures of
the Portal San Fernando, you did not mention
the artist, Celia Alvarez Munoz. Celia designed
the park (along with the architects who were
cited), installed the various tools and artifacts
(such as the metal hand that fascinated the
little girl), and composed the narrative ("I WAS
TAMED, RIO AMANZADO...") that forms the

No quacking matter. We printed Howard Peacock's
Lone Mallard (on the San Antonio River) upside-
down in February's Up Front. Thanks to everyone
who wrote in to correct us (Michael McCullough
of Placitas, New Mexico, mentioned that the duck
was greatly embarrassed!). We're glad no other
feathers were ruffled over this turn of events....

inscriptions throughout the park. Celia has
contributed much to public art throughout
the country, including the extension of the
Convention Center in San Antonio and the
new Latino Cultural Center in Dallas. She
certainly deserves mention.

JEAN ELLIS

Arlington

HOPE IN ROPESVILLEAs a descendant of generations of Texas

farmers and a former Roscoe Plowboy,
I loved the article on the Ropesville Resettle-
ment Project [February issue]. The photos
show the ruggedness of the often-neglected-
by-history farmers who settled the plains and
helped provide the base for a modern Texas.
While I was not yet born at the time of the

s'~

are5 HH s tORIALenqiualnt ttwn squares with historic courthouses and the best spare ribs you'll ever eat. Following intentlyare the H 5FRC
stones of the people who struggled to make Texas great. So get in the car. Get on the trail. And take a look COMISI

round - you can see your heritage from here.

For free driving maps on the Forts Trail or any other Texas Heritage Trails, call 512/463-6254 or visit www.thc.state.tx.us.
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Houston has it all. From Astros baseball to an out-of-this world space experience to more than 65
new clubs in downtown. Enjoy big city theater and the 4th largest museum district in the U.S.
Stroll down the Kemah Boardwalk or take to the links on one of Houston's many golf courses.
Explore our space with weekend packages for every imaginable taste. Build your own perfect
weekend getaway that includes event admissions, two nights in a great hotel, and more.
Log on to www.visithoustontexas.com for more information.

SA US T oN

r N SpaceCity. A space of infinite possibilities.



You Will Just Love Kerrville!
Experience the magic of spring in Kerrville. Hill
Country drives meander through amazing fields
of vibrant color. Kerrville - Places to relax, places
to play, and space to do as little or as much as
you choose.

Discover how easy it is to love Kerrville. Call today
for a Visitor's Guide, 800-221-7958.

K ERRVJLLE,

Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau * www.kerrvilletexas.cc

project, the photo of the child playing in acres
of dirt as his father works is a vivid reminder
of my childhood. Thank you for the memories
shared by thousands of sons and daughters
of those hardy souls.

JAMES C. WADE, Ph.D.

Burtonsville, Maryland

Ed. Note: Stay tuned for next year's Farm Secu-
rity Administration photo feature, which will
display more 1930s-Texas imagery from leg-
endary FSA photographers Arthur Rothstein,
Russell Lee, Dorothea Lange, and others.

WHAT'S COOKIN'?

H as a cookbook containing recipes from
past issues of TH ever been published?

Every recipe I have ever tried in the magazine
has been delicious. The recipes for fajitas and
chicken-fried steak were outstanding!

JOHNNIE SULLIVAN
Ennis

Ed. Note: Thanks, Johnnie. Our brand-new cook-
book, tentatively titled Cooking with Texas High-
ways, is scheduled for release in the spring of
2005. We'll keep you posted. In the meantime,
you can access most of our recipes on our
Web site. To order our first cookbook, the Texas
Highways Cookbook (Univ. of Texas Press, 1986),
call 800/839-4997; www.texashighways.com.

I greatly enjoyed Nancy Rosenberg's "South-
ern Comfort" [January issue]. King Ranch

Casserole is one of our favorites. I wanted to
share my customization of the recipe: Ro-Tel
Mexican FestIval Diced Tomatoes with Lime
Juice & Cilantro, and a 15-ounce can of
drained, whole-kernel yellow corn. Add the
corn to the soup-tomato mixture.

PATTY LARSON

HOW'S THE WEATHER?

R egarding the Speaking of Texas item on
Harold Taft [January issue]: Those early

meteorologists certainly had a loyal follow-
ing. My father was C.E. Sitchler, the meteorolo-
gist in Abilene from the mid-1940s until the
early '70s, serving West Texas. (My mother still
lives on Weatherman Lane-named for Daddy-
in Potosi.)

Daddy died in 1977, but I still meet people
who can say his 7:25 a.m. sign-off verbatim,
complete with intonation: "This is C.E. Sitchler.
Now back to your announcer." When thunder-
storms came crashing through, folks in the
Big Country depended on C.E. to get them

6 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2004



through. On occasion, as a
storm approached, he would
walk outside the weather
station and watch the sky.
"Sometimes there ain't
nothin' like the old eyeball,"
he said.

Of course, loyal followers
also have long memories
about when he got it wrong.
Sue Tubbs, a neighbor from
the 1950s, and I were remi-
niscing a few years ago, and
Sue got mad all over again
recalling the time when C.F
told her it was safe to hang
out her wash, and durn if "Holly (juall M

she no more got it on the TV in the early

line than a dust storm full of
spitting rain came through and left everything
dappled in red sand splotches. Still made her
mad just to think of it.

In another conversation, someone remem-
bered C.E. saying during the drought of the
'50s, "It's going to rain when all you folks wear
out the knees of your pants:'

SUSAN SITCHLER McJILTON

IcCann) listed a fasiu i q i

1950s.

PASSING THE BAR

I was reading January's Talk to TH and saw
the letter from John P Sjolander [written in

1927]. In it he references the Galveston bar,
which I believe he did correctly. Before the jet-
ties were built, the entrance to Galveston Bay
was over a treacherous sandbar. In fact, most
of Texas' rivers entering the Gulf are blocked by
a bar. It was the captain's decision to anchor

Don't just bring back memories.
Bring back some rewards.
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Stay and earn with
the Choice Privileges
and EA$Y CHOICE
reward programs.
There's a lot to see and do in the Lone
Star State. That's why with 8 brands and

more than 200 Choice hotels across the
great state, you'll have everything you
need to experience our unique culture.
Plus, you'll earn nights or flights with
our Choice Privileges and EA$Y CHOICE

reward programs. Call today and ask for
the Texas Highways Rate to save 10%
or for information, visit us online.

Call 866.228.5160 and ask
for the Texas Highways Rate

to save 10%.
choicetexas.com

We'll see you there.
CHOICE HOTELS INTERNATIONAL"

Advance reservations required. Subject to availability. Offer cannot be combined with any other discount or offer. Rate not available online. Offer only valid at participating hotels throughout the state of Texas. Offer valid
through 12/30/04. Choice Privileges: Earn points or miles/credits when paying qualifying rates at any Comfort Inn" Comfort Suites," Quality' Sleep Inn," Clarion or MainStay Suites' hotel in the U.S. All program rules
and conditions apply. For complete details and participating airlines visit choiceprivileges.com or see the Choice Privileges Membership Guide. EASY CHOICE: Earn stamps or miles/credits when paying qualifying rates
at Econo Lodge* and Rodeway Inn' hotels in the U.S. All program rules and program conditions apply. For complete details and participating airlines, visit easychoiceonline.com or see the EASY CHOICE stamp card.
@2004 Choice Hotels International, Inc. All rights reserved.
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and wait until the tide was high enough to lift
the ship over the bar and into Galveston Bay.

NORM WIGINGTON
Houston

TV'S GOLDEN DAYSG ene Fowler's article "When TV Came to

Texas" [January issue] was of particular
interest to me, as my mother (ever the clothes-
horse 'til she died!) hosted a fashion program
for Monnig's Department Store in Fort Worth
on WBAP in the early '50s. Her name was
Joann McCann (with the on-air moniker of
"Holly"). She wrote the copy for the program
and did the commentary. I have some typed
copies of her fashion commentary...have styles
ever changed!

MEREDITH McCANN MURRAY

San Marcos

Y ou spoke of a view of Cactus Pryor's head
opening the first television program for

[Austin's] KTBC-TV in 1952. It was appropriate
that he be there. During my student days, I
would dash back to my apartment to listen to
his 30-minute radio shows on KTBC Radio. The
personal interview skits he wrote-fantastic.
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There's not a lot to do before starting your tropical getaway,

but there's plenty to do once you get here! By land or sea,

Corpus Christi can quench your thirst for adventure. Whether

you want to soak up the sun, mosey through museums,

visit nose-to-nose with dolphins or frequent a flight deck,

our attractions are the place to play. And with great

accommodations, you'll definitely want to stay a while!

P A D R 0I 0 - L A N D

L 800-766-2322 " www.corpuschristicvb.com

Texas Hill Coyiry 1iver Reion

A Vagatin yReRsn 0r Every JeRSon

Concan - Garner State Park - Reagan Wells
Sabina[ - Utoo a - Uvalde

S
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They so often ended with the interviewee
drawling out those famous words, "Oh, I don't
know. Just lucky, I guess"

But Cactus' most important artistic endeavor
has to be the virtually single-handed writing of
the UT student production of "Time Staggers
On" one year. I'll never forget his singing of
that haunting ballad "I'm Sorry That I Kicked
You in the Teeth, Dear" between acts. It brought
down the house. Glad to hear that he's still
"staggering on'
CHARLES E. PORTER

Ocala, Florida

GILLETTE CD
was happily surprised to read about Pipp
and Guy Gillette in "Food for the Soul"

[November 2003]. Their CD Lone Star Trail is
a truly big one. It contains the finest Western
music, and I really love it.

UWE BAUMERT

Germany

TRUE COLORSThe Texas Historical Commission was

pleased to see the exhibit Texas Flags:
1836-1945 [through August 22 at the Bob
Bullock Texas State History Museum in Austin]
featured in February's For the Road. These his-
toric flags are visible remnants of Texas history
that for years remained in storage, some no
more than tattered shreds of cloth [see "Texas
Flags Unfurled, March 2002].

Restoring them to their former glory began in
1997 with a fund-raising effort by the Friends
of the Texas Historical Commission (THC). The
THC then hired the nation's foremost expert on
textile restoration to mend these Texas treasures.

Fourteen of the flags in this exhibit have
been conserved as a result of these efforts.
This exhibit would not be possible without the
generosity of many Texans and the tireless
efforts of those who worked so hard to breathe
new life into these tangible connections to
Texas history.
F. LAWERENCE OAKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Austin

If you would like to write to Texas Highways, the editors
would enjoy hearing from you. Though we are unable
to print every letter, we just might select yours to appear
in the magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism.
We reserve the right to edit letters. Write to Talk to TH,
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009, or
fax 512/486-5879. Email: letters@texashighways.com.
Web site: www.texashighways.com.
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History, folklore, and fascinating facts about Texas and Texans

Seminal Star of the Solo GuitarThe sneak audition of a young, black Texas-born guitarist named Charlie

Christian helped change the course of pop music. During the Big Band era

of the 1930s, guitars were typically acoustic instruments in the rhythm

section. Christian was among a few musical innovators experimenting with elec-

trified guitars played as solo instruments.

In 1939, New York music producer

John Hammond got wind of Charlie's new

style. Determined that Big Band leader

Benny Goodman have a listen, Hammond

sneaked the guitarist on stage during the

dinner break at a Goodman show in Los

Angeles. After the break, an annoyed-

but-willing Goodman put Charlie to the

test on a tune called "Rose Room." By

the time the rendition ended-47 minutes

later-it had earned a grand reception. At

age 23, Charlie Christian joined one of

America's top bands and within weeks

was a national star.

Born in 1916 in Bonham, Charles
Henry Christian came from a musical

family. His father, Clarence James, and
mother, Willie Mae, accompanied silent

movies on trumpet and piano at Bon-

ham's Best Theater. Clarence went blind

in 1918, and the family moved near rela-

tives in Oklahoma. As a teenager, Char-

lie played guitar on the streets of Okla-

homa City's "Deep Deuce" section, jam-

ming with blues great T-Bone Walker and

other notables passing through.

Charlie also listened to jazzy Western

Swing innovators-such as steel guitarists

in Bob Wills' Texas Playboys band-who
played amplified instruments. Charlie
tried out the technique during the 1936

Texas Centennial in Dallas, playing an

acoustic guitar amplified through a micro-

phone held in place by rubber bands.

In 1937, Charlie acquired his first elec-
tric guitar, a Gibson ES150, and estab-

lished a following locally with his own
band, then nationally with Goodman.

Downbeat magazine rated him America's

best guitarist from 1939 to 1941. The
Goodman hit "Solo Flight," featuring

Charlie, topped Billboard magazine's

Harlem Hit Parade in 1943, a year after

Phenom>sa aflueiY aospeiy consider ig

his short life-jazz guitarist charlie Christian
(1916-1942) joined the great clarinetist Benny
Goodman's Big Band in 1940.

Charlie's untimely death from tuberculosis.

The guitar great is buried at Gates

Hill Cemetery in Bonham, where the

Fannin County Museum displays a per-

manent exhibit on his life and music.

-Randy Mallory, Tyler

Black Sunday
lthough dust

storms were com-

mon across the

southern Great Plains in

the 1930s, the spring

storms between 1935 and

1938 proved especially

violent. One of the most

notorious "black bliz-

zards" occurred on Palm

Sunday, April 14, 1935.
Originating in South Da-

kota and pushing south-

ward, it affected portions

e& pea kIi f Texas

of five states, including the Texas Pan-

handle. It hit with such intensity and sud-
denness that many people believed the

end of the world had come. The phe-
nomenon inspired Woody Guthrie, who

lived in Pampa at the time, to compose

the song "The Great Dust Storm,"

which described the approaching cloud

as "deathlike black" and "the worst dust

storm that ever filled the sky."

Pampa native Frank Stallings Jr., au-

thor of Black Sunday: The Great Dust

Storm of April 14, 1935 (Eakin Press,
2001), writes that the storm began

rolling across the region in midafternoon,

"instantaneously turning sunshine into

midnight." Thousands of Sunday drivers

and picnickers, enjoying a clear, sunny

day, were suddenly engulfed in darkness.
The air became so thick with dust that

"you couldn't see your hand in front of

your face." Car lights could barely pene-

trate the "absolute blackness." People
had trouble finding their way from the

front yard to the front door, and parents

feared their children would suffocate.

In most parts of the Plains, the worst

of the storm lasted only a few hours and,
amazingly, caused no direct fatalities.

But the frightening event left an indelible

mark on the memories of those who

experienced it. The storm left another

legacy: While covering the phenomenon,
Associated Press reporter Frank Geiger

coined the phrase "dust bowl," which
would give the Thirties era its name.

-Nola McKey
COURTESY CENTER FOR AMERICAN HISTORY. UT-AUSTIN

P n at Pampa on Slack Sunday April 14, 1935-makes
clear why, during the 1930s drought, parts of Texas and other affect-
ed states became known as the Dust Bowl.
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For the Road This month's top picks and places, plus art, books, and more

SCARBOROUGH FAIRE
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KNIGHTS IN SHINING ARMOR
ome 30 minutes south of Dallas and
just west of Waxahachie, Scarborough
Faire, The Renaissance Festival transports

visitors to 16th-Century England during the
reign of King Henry VIII. Open on weekends from
April 10 through May 31, Scarborough Faire

food galore, and 11 stages of continuous enter-
tainment, featuring such crowd-pleasers as Daniel
the Duke of Danger, Zilch the Tory Steller, and
the Knameless Knights.

It's gorgeous here in spring, too, which means
that for artisans on the festival circuit, Scarbor-
ough Faire is a don't-miss opportunity to show-

' 9
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Along with swash-
uckling sword-

ighters, bawdy
,venches, and mer-

ry minstrels, the
magical duo Fool
Hearty entertains
visitors to Scarbor-
ough Faire.

celebrates its 24th
season with fal-
conry demonstra-
tions, jousting com-
petitions, llama
rides, a climbing
tower, more than
200 craft shops,

case their skills in glassblowing, coin-minting,
sword-making, bookbinding, making chain mail,
armory, lampworking, candle-making, and even
printing on an authentic Gutenberg press. Spe-
cial events include a Renaissance Easter Egg
Hunt (Apr. 10-11), Highland Games (Apr. 24-25),
the Royal Ale & Wine Festival (May 1-2), Pirate
Adventure (pirate shows, May 22-23), and, on
Memorial Day weekend (May 29-31), a Full-Com-
bat Joust Competition.

Call 888/5-FESTIVAL; www.Scarborough
RenFest.com.

SPRING IS FOR ARTS LOVERS
f you've got spring fever, check out the
54th annual Austin Fine Arts Festival on
April 3-4, where the art world happily collides

with the great outdoors at downtown's hilly Re-
public Square Park. With the theme "Creativity
in Full Bloom;' this festival features the eclectic
works of more than 200 artists from throughout
the nation. The artists will exhibit and sell works
in 17 different categories, including ceramics,
painting, glass, jewelry, photography, sculpture,
3-D mixed media, watercolor, and woodwork.



Prices range from $20 for reproductions to more
than $5,000 for original pieces.

After browsing, relax in the park and enjoy live
music ranging from zydeco to bluegrass and coun-
try. When hunger strikes, you can dig into festival
standbys like turkey legs and kettle corn, as well
as more adventurous items like Cajun-style alli-
gator and fried rattlesnake.

In the children's area, kids can decorate their
own make-believe insects or adorn sunglasses
with glitter, glue, and feathers. An Indian dance
troupe, a singing zoologist, face painters,
and storytellers will also provide children's en-
tertainment.

Admission fees ($7 for adults; free age 12 and
younger) benefit the Austin Museum of Art. Call
512/458-6073; www.austinfineartsfestival.org.

-MAUREEN L. KING

KING COTTON
et a glimpse of the early 1900s at the
15th annual Burton Cotton Gin Festival,
where King Cotton still reigns and "Lady B"

roars into high gear. Held on the grounds of the
Burton Cotton Gin & Museum April 30-May 2,
the festival will celebrate rural life in what was
once a booming farm town. Powered by "Lady B,'
a 1925 Bessemer oil engine, the sun-bleached

t . .

04

April's events at Fossil Rim Wildlife Center include
an Easter-egg hunt and a mountain-bike tour,
along with driving tours of the preserve.

1914 gin-listed in the National Register of His-
toric Places-vividly recalls Central Texas' cotton-
producing history. In 1974, it ginned its last bale
for commercial purposes. Volunteer Ed Hopmann,
who worked in the gin during its heyday, gives

tours and revels in enlightening visitors about the
gin's history. Cotton was harvested in August,
he says, adding that the gin was a "pressure cook-
er;' with temperatures exceeding 110 degrees.

In addition to seeing (and hearing!) the gin in
operation, festival patrons can watch volunteers
demonstrate such essential rural skills as goat-
milking, goose-plucking, horseshoeing, and soap-
making. The event will also feature a parade of
antique tractors and fire trucks, a children's pet-
ting zoo, and live folk music. For information about
the festival, the museum, and guided gin tours,
call 979/289-3378; www.cottonginmuseum.org.

-MAUREEN L. KING

I DO, DO YOU?
dedicated gardeners have been known to
pay good money for chicken scat, and to
feel downright downtrodden to learn that

the traveling circus no longer offers pachyderm
poop to those brave enough to haul it off for their
struggling tomatoes. What's a soil-challenged gar-
dener to do? Fossil Rim Wildlife Center in Glen
Rose comes to the rescue with its new WILDDOO,
a composted manure product from its rhinos, gi-
raffes, scimitar-horned oryxes, and other ungu-
lates. It's the ultimate recycling! Find WILDDOO
at garden centers throughout the state.

Lared'%V W t color of cultures#
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There's always something to celebrate in
Denton. From unique family festivals to fairs
and championship rodeos - there's entertain-
ment around every corner. Celebrate our
tradition of music and fine art at the 24th
Annual Denton Arts & Jazz Festival, with
world renowned jazz artists and free activities

for the entire family. Denton...the
historic Courthouse Square,

unique shops, antique stoics,
restaurants, galleries,

museums .. .and all
that jazz. Accommo-
dations are plentiful,
just 30 minutes north
of Dallas and Fort
Worth. Let us help

.ou discover Denton!

Denton Arts & Jazz
Festival

April 23-25, 2004
(940) 565-0931

dentonjazzfest.com

Free
Admissi oin

deadlincr:
uro Sandov a

Buddy Guy &
uble TrouglL
ae Combo

(888) 381-1811

Alas, if WILDDOO doesn't do it for you, spring-
time events at Fossil Rim just might. On April 3,
participants in the Sunset Safari can enjoy a gour-
met dinner in the center of the 1,650-acre pre-
serve, followed by a wildlife-viewing tour at sun-
set ($65). The Wild Egg Safari (a not-so-tradi-
tional Easter Egg Hunt, $5) on April 10 gives kids
the opportunity to bring home giant ostrich and
emu eggs. On April 17, Ride the Rim, Fossil Rim's
monthly back-country mountain-bike tour, gives
pedalers of all skill levels a chance to see chee-
tahs, black rhinos, and possibly wolves ($30).

To learn more about these and other activities,
including self-guided driving tours, behind-the-
scenes tours, and lodging at Fossil Rim, call
254/897-2960; www.fossilrim.org.

iVIVA BOTANICA!
-he 33-acre San Antonio Botanical Garden

nurtures some of the Alamo City's most in-
teresting displays of native and exotic plants

in its soaring greenhouses and lushly landscaped
gardens. On April 3-4, the annual iViva Botani-
ca! Festival brings in garden experts, live music,
gardening activities for kids, delicious food, and
a giant plant sale. When neighbors ask you
where you found your exotic Lotus rose, you'll be
glad you made the trip. Call 210/829-5100;
www.sabot.org.

HILL COUNTRY FLOWERS
a or the third year, 10 Central Texas com-

munities in the Hill Country are joining to-
gether during spring's wildflower season

to host the Texas Hill Country Wildflower Trail.
From March through June, while the countryside
explodes with bluebonnets, Indian paintbrush,
phlox, Mexican poppies, winecups, and Indian
blankets, dozens of special events celebrate
everything from spring's bounty to barbecue. Call
866/839-3378, or visit www.tex-fest.com, for
a complete listing of Wildflower Trail festivals
in Brady, Burnet, Early, Fredericksburg, Gold-
thwaite, Johnson City, Lampasas, Llano, Mason,
and San Saba.

EVERYTHING'S BETTER
WITH BLUEBONNETS ON IT

ts a springtime rite of passage in Texas: tak-
ing a drive to view the flowers on the road-
side, snapping a few photos, and stopping

for some barbecue or other roadside comestible
on the way home. You can call the Texas De-
partment of Transportation's wildflower hotline,
800/452-9292, for updates on what's bloom-
ing in your area. For restaurant tips, check "Small
Towns, Good Eats" in the January issue.

WEEKEND IN WASHINGTON COUNTYR or wildflower tours of Washington County,
request a free copy of the Washington
County Chamber of Commerce's free

Bluebonnet Trails map. Marked with blue road
signs throughout the county, the trails meander
past many historic and scenic sites in Chappell
Hill, Brenham, Greenvine, Burton, Independence,
and Washington-on-the-Brazos. And here's one
more reason to visit: The Official Bluebonnet
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Une 0 manly saes on uhe leAs Hiil Country Wildflower Trail, Wildseed Farms, near Fredericksburg, hosts
its annual Wildflower Celebration April 5-18. This Texas flag blooms with three bluebonnet varieties. Call
830/990-1393; www.wildseedfarms.com.
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Festival of Texas, with more than 250 craft
booths, food, and music, takes place in Chappell
Hill April 17-18.

If you decide to make a weekend out of it, the
chamber folks can set you up with a place to rest
your head, whether you prefer a standard hotel
or an intimate B&B. For the ultimate tranquil ex-
perience, book a room in the cozy Murski Home-
stead B&B, a farmhouse built in 1897 by Polish
immigrant Jakub Murski and now restored. The
home's wraparound porch, which affords views
of the wildflower-studded pasture and twinkling
lights at night, is a great place to unwind.

To request a wildflower-tour brochure or to
learn mure about the festival, call 888/
BRENHAM; www.BrenhamTexas.com. For infor-
mation about the Murski Homestead B&B, call
877/690-0676; www.murskihomesteadbb.com.

BLUEBONNET CITYFor more spectacular wildflower-viewing,
make tracks to Ennis April 16-18 for the
annual Bluebonnet Festival. Here, you can

celebrate the season with more than 100 arts
and crafts booths, as well as a children's play
area, lots of food and drink, and live music. For 53
years now, the Ennis Garden Club has organized
a 40-mile network of bluebonnet trails that criss-

cross the countryside.
You can pick up a free
trail map at the festival,
or request one from the
Ennis Convention and
Visitors Bureau through-
out April. Call 888/
ENNIS-4U; www.visit
ennis.org. r

GO OUI- AND LOOKThe works of re--
nowned photog-
rapher Russell

Lee (1903-1986) re-
ceive the spotlight at
two separate exhibi- Russell Lee captured th
tions in Texas: Russell an all-day community s
Lee: The Man Who
Made America's Portrait is at the Art Museum
of South Texas in Corpus Christi through
April 25, and Go Out and Look: The Photogra-
phy of Russell Lee opens at the Harry Ransom
Center galleries in Austin on April 20 and re-
mains on view through October 17.

Lee, whose career documenting the human
condition spanned some 50 years, taught pho-
tography at the University of Texas from 1965

S

these three members of a women's singing quintet at
ing in Pie Town, New Mexico, in 1940.

until he retired in 1973. The HRC exhibit high-
lights Lee's career beginning with his work in
the Depression-era Farm Security Administration
and culminating with his professorship at UT.
Call 512/471-8944; www.hrc.utexas.edu.

At Corpus Christi, The Man Who Made Ameri-
ca's Portrait presents a 67-image retrospective
of Lee's poignant and always-revealing life's
work. Call 361/825-3500; www.stia.org.

San Antonio Museum of Art

200 West Jones Avenue - San Antonio
210.978.8100 - www.samuseum.org

- w

j

Tesoros Modernos:
Latin American
Masterpieces from
the Monterrey FEMSA
Collection
February 14 - May 30

The Co action is provided by FEMSA and

Cerveceria Cuauhtemoc Moctezuma. The
exhibition is made possible by generous support

from

Diego Rivera, El Grande de Espaa, 1914

210 x 140 cm.. FEMSA Colection
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Red Poppy Festival
'n Honor our 'Vets!

April 24 & 25, 2004
Discover the charm of

e satday historic Georgetown by

Bellamy joining us for our
Brother annual Red Poppy

Festival, Corvette
Show and Free Concert.

Enjoy viewing acres of
beautiful historic Flander's Field

Poppies while participating in a variety
of activities including arts

& crafts, food and Ientertainment. t

1-800-436-8696
cmiller@georgetowntx.org

~Red.
p o

Festival( .S
ElTexasU-/

,~ -0 0

PARK IT IN PARKER COUNTY

For more than two decades at the peak ofwildflower season, Mary Kemp and her
family have invited visitors to explore the

beauty and history of their Parker County ranch.
To Mary's delight, the Shaw-Kemp Open House,
on April 17 this year, has evolved into a joyous
reunion of family and friends. Attendees, who
number in the thousands these days, embark on
pony and wagon rides to see the wildflowers,
check out displays of antique cars and bicycles,
and enjoy tours of the Kemps' numerous restored
buildings, including an 1856 log cabin and a
1918 ranch house, as well as a schoolhouse,
barn, post office, grocery store, blacksmith's
shop, sheriff's office, and a small bank.

According to Mary, it wouldn't be a festival
without music and dancing, so expect to find
plenty of musicians performing bluegrass,
country, gospel, and Western Swing. You can
watch demonstrations of period crafts, too,
including spinning, tatting, and quilting. Ad-
mission is free.

The Shaw-Kemp Ranch is on Kemp Road,
just off of Farm Road 51, halfway between
Granbury and Weatherford; look for signs. Call
817/594-6837.

JUMP & JIVE ON THE STATE LINE
n Texarkana April 23-25, the 4th annual
Jump! Jive! & JamFest showcases national,
regional, and local musicians and artists

in a springtime event fast becoming one of the
most respected festivals in the state.

In the four-block area near the Perot Theatre
and the Regional Arts Center, festival-goers will
find an arts bazaar showcasing handmade, one-
of-a-kind artworks, three stages presenting con-
tinuous music ranging from Big Band and rag-
time to pop, and an array of activities guaran-
teed to inspire creativity. Among the event's
noteworthy attractions: Steve Gryb, known as
The Pied Piper of Percussion, brings more than
100 instruments for kids and adults to play, the
open-mike Java Hut showcases teenage poets
and singers, and a video festival dubbed the
"Fest-Eye-Ful" awards the winner with a nation-
al screening. There's even a sidewalk chalk-art
contest for kids and adults, and a master mask-
maker at work.

At 4 p.m. along State Line Avenue, which strad-
dles the Texas-Arkansas state line, you can even
participate in the festival's raucous "Stomp" which
last year incited more than 100 revelers to drum
and dance their way into the Guinness Book of
World Records.

Don't miss a visit to the Regional Arts Center
itself, which presents photographs, instruments,
records, and other memorabilia from Tennessee's
Grand Ole Opry through April 30. Call 903/792-
4992; www.trahc.org.

YOU'RE BLUFFING
ust a few miles from downtown Amarillo,
the 645-acre Wildcat Bluff Nature Center
offers trails for leisurely hiking through

wildflower-studded grasslands, huge cotton-
wood trees under which to unwind, and a tower-
ing bluff to remind you of nature's strength and
resilience. And if that's not enough to entice you
to visit, on April 24, Wildcat Bluff kicks off its
2004 series of special events with a Butterfly
and Hummingbird Garden Expo, complete with
exhibits, speakers, children's activities, crafts,
and hundreds of native and perennial plants
for sale.

From April through December, Wildcat Bluff
presents a full calendar of monthly festivals fo-
cusing on topics as varied as Texas heritage,
horned lizards, Panhandle bats, and Christmas
carols. In the immediate months to come, look
forward to SnakeFest (May 8), which showcases
hundreds of live snakes, lizards, turtles, and frogs;
Incredible Edible Insects (June 19), where you
can check out an insect petting zoo and sam-
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ple-if you dare-insect-based dishes like choco-
late chirp cookies, crispy Cajun crickets, poached
wax worms, and rice creepy treats; and WILD
Night Life (July 17), which offers night hikes
through the preserve. Call 806/352-6007;
www.wildcatbluff.org.

TREE-RIFIC
rom March 27 through July 14 in the Hous-

ton-area community of Sienna Plantation,
12 elaborate treehouses serve double-duty

as public sculpture during the Tree-Rific Tree-
house Exhibit. The designs, submitted by local
artists, architects, landscape designers, engi-
neers, and other creative individuals, were se
lected according to the following criteria: cre-
ativity, imagination, environmental sensitivity, and
durability. The winners astound: Take, for exam-
ple, "Texas Tree-0," a three-tiered playground
nestled within the boughs of a sycamore;
"MarTREEni, which resembles a martini glass;
and "Cow Over the Moon" which takes advantage
of a slingshot-shaped, split-trunked tree and
incorporates a life-size cow outfitted with helmet,
goggles, and skateboard. Admission is free. Call
281/778-7777; www.siennaplantation.com.

FOUND IN TRANSLATION
ith its colorful koi ponds, serene land-
scaping, and meditative walking paths,
the tranquil Japanese Garden in Hous-

ton's Hermann Park lends itself to relaxation year
round. But visit on April 3 and 4 during the Japan-
America Society of Houston's annual Japan Fes-
tival, and you might also wind up with impres-
sive calligraphy skills and an appreciation for the
traditional tea ceremony. Along with taiko drum-
mers, folk dancers, martial-arts groups, and bon-
sai professionals, the festival gives visitors the
opportunity to partake of a tea ceremony, learn
the art of ikebana (Japanese flower arranging),
and try their hand at origami (paper folding). Call
713/963-0121.

CALLING SOSI n 1981, the nation's leading anti-hunger or-
ganization, Share Our Strength (SOS), took
shape in Washington, D.C., as a group of chefs

got together to prepare food for a fund-raiser. To-
day, SOS mobilizes thousands of culinary indi-
viduals each year to raise money to fight hunger.
On April 25 in Houston, an $85 ticket (100 per-
cent of which goes to charity) will get you into the
annual Taste of the Nation-Share Our Strength
picnic, where you can wine-and-dine with 50 of
Houston's finest chefs on the lawn of the Hous-
tonian Hotel, Club, and Spa. Call 713/355-7766;
www.strength.org/taste/houston.
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OFF A REGULARLY PRICED TICKET.
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GALY AfN N

With 32 miles of Texas Gull Coast

beaches, temperate weather year-
round, and a rich cultural history,
Galveston is Texas' most beautiful,
entertaining and historic island.

Call 1-888-GAL-ISLE
or visit

www.8alvestoncvb.com

SWINGIN' AT THE ALAMO
his April, just in time for San Jacinto Day
(April 21), which commemorates the 1836
battle that gave birth to the Republic of

Texas, execs at Walt Disney Pictures say their
much-anticipated The Alamo will hit the
screens-for real, this time. (A Christmas '03
release was postponed.) If you'd like to visit
the set, which was built on a private ranch near
Dripping Springs, make plans to attend the first
annual Legends of Texas Swing music festival
on May 15. With special guests Ray Benson and
Asleep at the Wheel, the daylong festival will
also feature book signings, historical reenact-
ments, food and drink, and a tribute to Drip-
ping Springs resident Johnny Gimble, a member
of the original Texas Playboys. Advance tickets
cost $35. Call 512/826-4707; www.legends
oftexasswing.com.

ADOPT-A-BEACH
pend a few hours working for the planet
and the rest of your weekend relaxing
on the beach. That's the idea for the April

24 Adopt-A-Beach Cleanup, when you can join
thousands of other volunteers as they tidy
up the shoreline from Boca Chica to Beaumont.
Due to tide patterns in the Gulf of Mexico, lots

of trash winds up on our Texas beaches. Since
the cleanups began in 1986, more than 300,000
volunteers have pitched in to reverse the
damage. In the process, they've collected in-
valuable information about the types and
origination of debris found, which has helped
spark national and international legislation
aimed at reducing offshore dumping.To help out
this year, and to learn about special hotel rates
for volunteers, call 877/TXCOAST; www.texas
adoptabeach.org.

GUITARS AND AUTOGRAPHSThe 27th annual Dallas Guitar Show and
Music Fest, one of the oldest and largest
guitar shows in the world, brings music fans

in droves to Dallas Market Hall April 17-18. Along
with thousands of new instruments for sale, in-
cluding guitars, electric basses, amps, banjos,
and mandolins, you can ogle such rock-'n'-roll
collectors' items as Motown legend James
Jamerson's upright bass, Roger McGuinn's 1966
Rickenbacker, and Elton John's 1910 A-Day
piano, along with signed ticket stubs, gold rec-
ords, popular and LP covers.

Onstage, local and national entertainers show
off their licks, including guitarists Phil Keaggy,
Rick Derringer, Eric Johnson, Bugs Henderson,

LEAVE THE

HUSTLE & BUSTLE
. .A BEHIND...

& enjoy a weekend
getaway in Graham,
Texas, just 90 minutes
west of Fort Worth in the
beautiful North Texas
Hill Country.

Euuy hikinig, bir din, horseback hiding, uck climbing, golfing, outdoor
photography, camping, wildlife viewing, canoeing, boating, hunting,
fishing, mountain biking, star gazing or just relaxing outdoors.

AA1
The North Star of TE XA5

!rark Na "Grih mli UC GeawL,!ayL Pack ~ age"I '&
1 a i wwgraamt (.4x ~anet/cyb4

or Call Toll Free 866-549-0401 for a Visitor's Guide & Lodging Guide.
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Contemporary photographer Robert
Shlaer's daguerreotypes-among
them, The Cliffs of High Mesa-
reconstruct the lost images taken
in 1853 by Solomon Carvalho.

and hundreds more. Wanna play
on stage yourself? The festival
also features a "Five Minutes of
Fame Stage" where aspiring stars
can perform for a crowd; a mobile
recording studio, where artists
can experiment with analog and
digital recording equipment;
and The Dallas Guitar Show
Museum, which features 26 years
of memorabilia from past
events, including photographs,
posters, and costumes. Call

V T

972/260-4201; www.guitarshow.com.

VIEWS OF THE WORLD
ne of the most compelling aspects of
art and photography is their ability to
transport viewers through space and

time. Through May 2, the Amon Carter Museum
in Fort Worth presents Sights Once Seen:
Daguerreotyping Fremont's Last Expedition

Through the Rockies, an exhibition of more than
100 daguerreotypes by photographer Robert
Shlaer, who from 1994 to 1998 retraced the
route of one of the most important expeditions
of the 19th Century. In 1853, explorer John C.
Fremont, along with photographer Solomon
Carvalho, traveled from Missouri to California
in an attempt to locate a route for a proposed
transcontinental railway. While Carvalho later
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lost most of his daguerreotypes to
a fire, Shlaer was able to recon-
struct his work some 150 years lat-
er, using maps, wood engravings,
and written accounts of the jour-
ney. Admission is free. Call 817/
738-1933; www.cartermuseum.org.

TICKLED PINK (AND
PURPLE, AND ORANGE)

n the campus of Stephen
F. Austin State University
in Nacogdoches, the eight-

acre Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden
blossoms each spring with more
than 6,500 azalea bushes of some
500 varieties. While it's especially
beautiful in springtime, a collec-
tion of Japanese maples, camel-

lias, and other plants brighten the garden year
round. If you visit between March 20 and April 3,
pick up a self-guided tour map of the annual
Nacogdoches Azalea Trail, which winds some 20
miles through the city's most beautifully land-
scaped residential areas. Call 888/653-3788;
www.visitnacogdoches.org.
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THREE DAYS I N APRIL, the Denton Arts & Jazz Festival turns this

jazz town's downtown into a musical merry-go-round.

Nonstop free entertainment keeps jazz fans circling between stages spaced evenly

across Denton's shady 20-acre, Civic Center Park. At last year's soiree, I went with the

flow, soaked up the groove, and reached for the golden rings. STO RY AND PH OTOAP

At one stage-Bling!-I grabbed sublime melodies from

Grammy-winning saxophonist Branford Marsalis. At another-Bling!-there

were crackerjack tunes from acclaimed saxman Bill Evans. Then-Bling! Bling!-

brash Big Band arrangements from the University of North Texas' famed One

O'Clock Lab Band and soulful charts from blues stalwarts Chris Layton and Tommy

Shannon, a.k.a. Double Trouble, who once backed the late great Stevie Ray Vaughan.

Musical sounds from one stage segued into musical sounds from the net.

and it wasn't all jazz.

[CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFrI World-renowned sxpoitBafr aslsadhsbn lwaa

the crowd at last year's Denton Arts & Jazz Festival. Guiarist Mike Farris first to w e

Screamin' Cheetah Wheelies. Formed in Denton in 1979, the popular five-man outfit Brave Combo

(Jeffrey Barnes shown here) defies easy categorization. Venezuelan harpist Carlos Guedes came

to the United States in 1981, first studying classical harp in Nebraska, and later jazz at the

University of North Texas in Denton.

II
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[CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP] A relaxed crowd enjoys the fine acoustics of the Courtyard Stage as the Steve Story Quartet entertains. Daytime morphs into evening

as the festival casts its spell. Claud Hardrick screams on sax with the Dallas rhythm-and-blues band Fingerprints.

20 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2004

kr

all

f

s.9

_- -A7,1, 1

MAP-



Hypnotic riffs from Venezuelan fusion-

jazz harpist Carlos Guedes melded into
wide-awake licks from the West Texas
Western Swing group Cowjazz. The
pounding urban beat of Dallas rhythm-

and-blues band Fingerprints evolved into

the thumping Cajun beat of Crawfish,
another Dallas group. Kids and adults alike
tuned in to singing cowboy Joel Reese of
Nashville, who took the stage after a per-
formance by Texas puppeteer John Geren's
Innate Imagination marionettes. Eclectic

renditions from the folk-pop duo Trout

Fishing in America captivated the crowd.
"People who love jazz usually also love

blues, ethnic, and other kinds of music, so

we fill our stages with diverse entertain-

ment," festival director Carol Short ex-

plained. "We also try to use as many Texas
musicians as possible. We believe in it."

I believed in it, too, after checking out

the showmanship of two Denton-based

favorites.

Fans kick back and get funky at the Jazz Stage.

m

.

Texas is known forboot-scootin' country
music. But the Lone
Star State also boasts
a small but devoted
jazz scene. Across the
state, jazz fests spot-
light various styles,
ranging from Big Band
to Latin jazz (for a

roundup, check www.governor.state tx.us/music).
Major annual festivals include:

NORTH TEXAS JAZZ FESTIVAL
Addison, April 2-4, 2004
The town of Addison and the University of
North Texas Division of Jazz Studies cospon-
sor this jazzy blend of shows and workshops.
held at the Hotel InterContinental Dallas,
15201 Dallas Pkwy. During the day, there are
workshops and free public performances by
jazz groups from America's top high schools
and universities. New this year: narrated film
screenings by jazz aficionado Hal Miller
whose 9,000-plus collection of vintage jazz-
performance films is among the world's
largest. Evening shows ($35) spotlight pro-
fessional artists-including the John Pizzarelli
Trio on Friday and the James Williams Sextet
on Saturday. A Sunday brunch ($35) features
Houston's Sebastian Whittaker and the Creat
ors. Call 800/ADDISON or 972/450-6281:
www. addisontexas.net.

HOUSTON INTERNATIONAL
JAZZ FESTIVAL
July 30-August 1, 2004
The beat (and the heat) goes on during the
first weekend of August in the heart of Texas'
largest city. Downtown's Jones Plaza (615
Louisiana St.) becomes a sizzling outdoor
jazz village. and the Verizon Wireless Theater
(520 Texas Ave.) hosts cool tunes indoors.
Arts and crafts, plus food galore, make this a
stay-all-day event. There's also a late-night
Jazz Festival After-Party at the Hyatt Regency
Houston (1200 Louisiana St.), and a Mayor's
Jazz Brunch at the Wortham Theater Center
on Sunday. Admission ranges from $10-$75.
Call 713/839-7000; www.jazzeducation.org.

I
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JAZZ'S AL IV E
San Antonio, September 18-19, 2004
San Antonio's annual outdoors jazz festival
turns 21 this year. Held at Travis Park, one
of the oldest municipal parks in the nation,
Jazz'SAlive brings in national acts like
2003 headliners Branford Marsalis, Sergio
Mendez, DeDe Bridgewater, and Spyro Gyra,
along with lots of local and regional talent.
Admission to the park is free, and you can
bring lawn chairs, blankets, and even
your pets. You'll find plenty of food and
drink vendors, arts and crafts booths, and
activities for kids, but the focus is on the
music. Call 210/212-8423; www.saparks
foundation.org.

BROWNSVILLE LATIN JAZZ FESTIVAL
October 15-17, 2004
What better place for Latin jazz than the
Rio Grande Valley, rich in Hispanic tradi-
tions, old and new! This annual South Texas
festival began in 1997 with a bang-its
first headliner was the King of Latin Jazz,
Tito Puente. Regional and national acts
cover the rhythmic sounds of salsa and
merengue, mambo and samba, son and
danzdn, plus the fusion of flamenco and
jazz. This year's gathering also features
a popular salsa dance showcase and
competition. Call 956/831-7818; www.
brosociety.org.

TEXAS JAZZ FESTIVAL
Corpus Christi, October 15-17, 2004
Just up the Gulf Coast. mid-October also
brings the state's oldest jazz fest. Designated
by the Legislature as the "Official Jazz Festi-
val of Texas," this free, three-day musical
extravaganza holds its 44th annual jazz-
arama at Corpus Christi's Heritage Park, a
couple of blocks from the bayfront (1581
N. Chaparral). Three outdoor stages spotlight
music from a range of jazz traditions, includ-
ing modern, Big Band. Latin. salsa, Dixie-
land, blues, and gospel, played by more than
50 regional and national artists. There's also
a jazz Mass on Sunday. Call 361/883-4500;
www.texasjazz-fest.org.

-RANDY MALLORY



Pops Carter, a North Texas blues fixture

for three decades, mesmerized an attentive

audience in his all-blue getup-shirt, suit,
and wide-brimmed hat. Backed by a tight
group called the Funkmonsters, this 80-

something R&B singer belted out lyrics

straight from the heart.

At Saturday night's finale, the Grammy

award-winning polka-rock band Brave

Combo energized an elbow-to-elbow

crowd. Down front, teenagers formed a

mosh pit. We "grown-ups" relaxed on

lawn chairs and blankets under a starry

sky. Lead singer Carl Finch, who found-

ed the band in Denton 25 years ago,

wrapped all of us around his finger with

his frenetic polka-playing and hilari-

ous onstage antics. He even coaxed us

onto our feet for a giant, communal

hokey-pokey.
Brave Combo returns to the Denton

festival this month, joining the event's

other headliners, the legendary Cuban jazz

trumpeter Arturo Sandoval and Chicago

blues-guitar giant Buddy Guy, who will

play with Double Trouble.
As home of the respected University

of North Texas music program, Denton

has long been a jazzed-up town.

In 1947, what is now UNT offered

America's first bachelor's degree in jazz

studies and later added master's and doc-

toral degrees. One of UNT's nine jazz lab

bands-the One O'Clock Lab Band,
so-named for its piactice hour-tours

nationally and internationally and has

produced dozens of Big Band jazz re-

cordings. In the mid-1970s, two of the

group's annual albums received Grammy

nominations, making it the first student

band so honored.

Denton's jazz festival emerged from that

rich jazz-education system, says Ray Hair,

an alumnus and former teacher at UNT.

Ray is a professional drummer and presi-

dent of the Dallas-Fort Worth Professional

Musicians Association, which helps book

the festival's performers. "Most of our

acts, even the big names, have a connection

to Denton. That makes the event special,

because we showcase talent that matured

musically here."

In 1985, the city of Denton and the

musicians association cosponsored the
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[CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT] A lifesize figure of
Spider-Man entices adults and kids alike to
Richard Blair's food stand. University of North
Texas student Casey Meyers brought her parents,
Cindy and Bob, to last year's festival, where they
admired Don Drake's rebar sculpture. For many
regulars, the annual Jazz Fest is a much-antici-
pated reunion of family and friends.

first Denton Jazz Fest, a one-day celebra-

tion staged on the back of a flatbed trailer.

In 1991, the event merged with Spring

Fling, one of Denton's arts festivals, to

form the Denton Arts & Jazz Festival.

And how it has grown! The current event

draws approximately 150,000 festival-

goers to hear 1,300 performers play on six

stages-three for professionals and three for

community and school groups. Visitors

peruse juried arts and crafts at 140 indoor

and outdoor booths, and munch on foods

from 40 vendors. Kids make their own art

in the Children's Art Tent. There are even

roving entertainers such as clowns, mimes,
dulcimer players, jugglers, folk dancers, and

ragtime and folk musicians. Proceeds fund
local arts and preservation projects.

Last year, a Denton band, Little Jack
Melody & His Young Turks, oozed origi-
nal, neo-cabaret jazz songs near a craft

booth that caught my eye.

Large sculptures of wild-haired trum-

peters, drummers, and saxophonists-

made from bent steel reinforcing rods
(rebar)-stood in a whimsical array. San

Antonio artist Don Drake (himself a jazz

trumpeter for 40-plus years) incorporates

musical themes into most of his rebar art.

"At the Denton fest, I can pick up com-

missions for my art and also get to be

around all these fine musicians. That's

unusual, since not many jazz fests have arts

and crafts," he says.

Inside the Civic Center, I chatted with

painter Jerry Allen Brem of Lorena. Jerry

takes classic western themes like cows,
horses, and landscapes and injects them

with an abstract, contemporary feel. This

particular show featured bold horses

washed in brown and maroon, modern

and moody cows, and cartoonish, gray

six-shooters painted against vivid back-

grounds. "This show gets a more sophis-

ticated crowd, because Denton is a col-

lege town," says Jerry. "Even if people are

just looking, I still have good conversa-

tions about my art."

At a nearby booth, visitors chatted

about the comically surreal

of Arkansas artist Richard

Frideaux and the "retro-punk-

Deco-cowboy" ceramics of his

wife, Kay Hays Bynum. "Lots

of people who come to music

festivals are younger and less

able to buy art," Richard said.

"But we think exposing them

to art helps create the next

generation of artists and

patrons." (Richard and Kay

also hold demonstrations at

local schools while in Texas
for the festival.) "Besides, it's

more fun having music and art

together," he adds.

Ditto for having music and

food together, Richard Blair
of Plano told me as he served

up a steaming New York-style

paintings

chili hotdog. You can't miss him. His
stand is the one with the lifesize plastic

figures of the movie characters Spider-Man

and Yoda.

"The replicas pull in the kids, the adults
smell the food, and the rest is history,"

Richard said. "Eat and listen. Eat and lis-
ten. This is a great festival for both."

Indeed, music, art, and food are near at

hand wherever folks spread out across the

park. One large group boasted 30 or

more people relaxed on blankets and in

camp chairs within easy earshot of the

main jazz stage.

Will and Ann May set up camp at every

Denton Arts & Jazz Festival. Their loyalty
comes naturally. A former dean of UNT's

music school, Will now fills that role at

Baylor University's School of Music in

Waco. "We get here hideously early to get

the same spot each year," said Will.

"We've found it to be a great time to see

family and old friends."
As Dallas saxophonist Joseph Vincelli

cranked out a hot solo under colored stage

lights, Will added another reason, with

which jazz fans everywhere can agree:

"We also love seeing and hearing musi-

cians working at what they deeply love

and are deeply dedicated to-music." *

Frequent Texas Highways contributor RANDY
MALLORY of Tyler admires the free-form,
improvisational aspects of jazz.

Denton Arts & Jazz Festival
THE ANNUAL Denton Arts & Jazz Festival spotlights jazz
and other musical traditions Un Dr.

Apr. 23-25, 2004, at downtown DENTON 2

Denton's Civic Center Park (321 CENER
E. McKinney, at Bell Ave.). From orr " PARKm -nFro McKinney
1-35 W, take US 380 (Univer- C urthouse f4ickory

:Square
sity) east to Bell, and take Bell Eagle D r

south to the festival grounds. roD T

To," - Dallas

HEADLINERS include Forsorth 5

Grammy-winning Cuban jazz trumpeter Arturo Sandoval on Fri.,
Apr. 23; Chicago blues-guitar legend Buddy Guy (with Double
Trouble) on Sat., Apr. 24; and Denton's hometown kinetic
polka band, Brave Combo, on Sun., Apr. 25.

A D MISSIO N is free. Free trolley tides to the site are avail-
able from off-site parking lots. Contact the Denton Festival
Foundation (940/565-0931; www.dentonjazzfest.com).
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL AMADOR

after Donna and Joe Spears

built their dream house in the0 wooded hills north of Fort

Worth, they had no money

left for landscaping. But as luck would

have it, Joe's mother and sister in Bellevue

needed to thin their iris beds just then.
They gave the couple two historic varieties

of the regal flower, one a smoky violet,
the other a delicate combination of yellow

and pink.

"We didn't even know what kinds of

irises they were at first," Joe Spears says.

During his search to learn the registered

names of the flowers, which soon natural-

ized among the thick stand of post oak

trees that surrounds their log home, Joe

became hooked. The violet flower's name

was Sindjkha, a variety dating to 1918;

the yellow-and-pink beauty was Quaker

Lady, dating to 1909. The latter, Joe and

Donna learned, may have been the first

hybrid iris introduced in the United States.

The flowers' beauty and hardiness, as well

as their history, fascinated the couple and

inspired the business they have been in

for I I years: collecting and selling both

modern and historic irises.

What began as a hobby in the 1980s

grew into Argyle Acres, the Spears' home-

based business, which now boasts more

than 1,700 varieties of Texas-hardy, beard-

ed irises. With more than 600 old varieties

in the collection, Argyle Acres is among the

nation's top five suppliers of historic irises.

Customers include the National Museum

of American History, part of the Smith-

sonian Institution in Washington, D.C.,
and the Frederick Law Olmsted National

Historic Site, in Brookline, Massachusetts.
Despite the pleasure of supplying such

notable customers, Joe says he and Donna

enjoy introducing irises to gardening

novices just as much. "Irises are really so

easy," he says. "I tell people to water them

only twice-the day they plant them and

the next day." After that, normal Texas

rainfall takes care of the rest. In fact,
irises "summer over" better without extra

water, Joe says.

~1~

4 ._ \j qh

Irises as far as the eyes can see. Argyle Acres near Fort Worth grows more than 1,700 varieties of the elegant flower, includ-
ing Queen of May (facing page). During last year's annual open days, Joe Spears (above) picked Praiseworthy Nightfall,
Russet Wings, and other irises for floral arrangements that were on view in the display garden.
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ost i-ises bloom about

the same time that

equa-ly plucky wildflow-

ers, such as Indian paint-

brush, winecups, and bluebonnets, peak in

spring. Unlike wildflowers, t-ough, irises
have elegant, spiked foliage that can look

good most of the year. Even better, some

varie-ies are re-bloopers that send out

another rush of color in the fall.

Taking irs name from the Greek goddess

of the rainbow, who linked heaven and

earth along her silken robe of many colors,
Iris-a genus with 300 species and in the

same botanical family as gladiolus and

freesia-blooms in almost the entire rain-

bow of colors. True red is the only hold-

out. "Many hybridizers hare :ried to make

a red iris," Joe says. "Getting that color

would be like finding the Holy Grail."

Arlington resident Vincent Christopher-

son, Nho crossbreeds iriseE and introduces

several new varieties eaca year through

Argyle Acres, says tha: a few bearded iris-

es have red in the beard (that is, the bushy

hairs that extend onto the "falls," the

name for -he lower three pe-als). Because

pink irises contain lycopene, the same sub-

stance that makes tomatoes red, N ncent

believes that someday someone w:li pro-
duce an entirely red Lowe-.

Hybridizers create new varieties :o pro-

duce flowers with better color, longevity, or
otter qualities destined to make a best-

seller. One such winner, with lacy, muffled
petals of coral-pink, is the Beverly Sils,
an all-time favorite

developed in 1979 an:

nan-ed for the re-

nowned American

soprano. Others

fetch prizes at one of

the American Iris

Soc ety's many re-
gional iris shows.

At the annual show

organized by the

For: Worth Iris So-

cie,; (April 17, 2004, at the

For: Worth Botanic Garden),
the Spears have ;walked away

The Jeep-purple variety known as Tom Joiason
was created in 1996.

with "wJest historic," "queen of show,"

"sweepstakes," and other top prizes.

Most irises can bring subtle and sophisti-

cated fragrances into the house. Others bring

to mird childhood treats, such as the smell

of Grape Nehi soda that wafts from irises

named Grape Situation and Grapette.

Beardec irises can have unseen plant prop-

erties that produce unexpected aromas.

(SepteMber Sailor smells uncannily like

rcot be er.) On :he other hand, here are a
few st:: ingly beautiful blooms that do not

sraeE very good, and Donna suggests thar

they simply stay in the garden.

isto-ic varieties (defined a,

those more than 30 years old

remain a passion for the Spears

and attract the attention of gar-

den designers in cities far and

near. For example, Tower Grove Park,
in St. -ouis, Missouri, and the Bayless-

Selby House, .n Denton, selected Vic-

torian-era irises appropriate for their his-

toric-o eservat-on projects. After Donna

discovered that financier Henry Shaw had

donated the land for Tower Grove Park,
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she sent the park several rhizomes of the

historic variety that bears Shaw's name.
"Little things like that happen all the time,
and that makes it a lot of fun," she says.

For four years, Joe served as president of

the Historic Iris Preservation Society, a

national branch of the American Iris Society

that works to identify and preserve varieties

at least 30 years old. Joe is quick to point
out that historic varieties aren't necessarily

the most expensive ones. "Older varieties

aren't always rare, so supplies make them

inexpensive. Sometimes they're just hardy,
and that's why they're still around and

popular," he says. Swertii, a small iris with

markings on the lower petals that look like
rows of blue embroidery stitches, is one of

the earliest irises recorded in European hor-

ticulture. It dates to 1612 and is the oldest

variety grown at Argyle Acres.

ach April, the Spears open

their hilltop garden for free vis-

its most afternoons. Visitors are

welcome to walk among the

terraced beds, where markers identify the

hundreds of varieties. Although not open to
the public, one field north of Argyle and
another near Keller have hundreds more

varieties. During the open days, the Spears
go to the fields nearly every evening to cut
flowers and bring them back to the display
garden. The blooms, their identification

tags twirling in the breeze, fill big, green
glass vases on a dozen tables placed

around the house. Dappled light shines
through the oak trees as if spotlighting the
flowers, making the garden a favorite spot

for artists to do a bit of plein-air painting.

When Argyle Acres is open, the Spears
enlist the help of Denton County Master

Gardeners to answer questions on new

varieties and ways to care for irises.

Although visitors come from as far away

as Iowa and Montana, most are Texans

who drive out each year. Many, in fact,
have made a tradition of visiting on Easter

Sunday, still dressed in their finery but out-

fitted with sturdy walking shoes. "They
are repeat customers, back for more new

plants," says Master Gardener Tina

Litherland of Argyle.
Some visitors find their appreciation for

irises deepening just as it did for the Spears.
Rindie Egan of Colleyville rustled several
old varieties of irises after she stumbled

upon them blooming determinedly in the
abandoned garden of a house being torn

down. A frustrated beginning gardener,
she was thrilled when the plants thrived.

"Other kinds of plants that I bought never

made it," says Rindie.
Later, when Rindie visited Argyle Acres

(whose Web site she had used in an effort
to ID her new plants), the display garden
renewed her hope for a green thumb.

After all, even when there is money left

over for landscaping, any gardener wants

that spray of color and beauty that will
last longer than a rainbow.*

Donna Spears arranges lovely bouquets of (left to right) Sterling Stitch, Indigo Princess, and Wings of Gold.

It's Iris Time
THE DISPLAY
GARDEN of
Argyle Acres will
open daily 12-5
p.m. from Sat.,
Apr. 10 through

Sun., Apr. 25,
2004 (closed Apr.

To Denton

5 ARGYLE 3'
ACRES

4O0 D To
Forest TI. Lewisvile

/. & 1-35E
Pioneer Cir. , .T or ol

To FoOWolo tonecrest

ARGYLE

WTo FortWrth

16). Much of the garden is wheelchair accessi-
ble. To reach the garden from 1-35 West, take
Exit 76 and travel east on FM 407 about 1.6
miles to Stonecrest Rd. Turn south on Stonecrest,
and travel a half-mile; turn west on Forest Trail,
and travel 0.6 miles; turn south on Pioneer
Circle to 910 Pioneer Circle East. Write to Argyle
Acres Iris Garden, 910 Pioneer Circle East,
Argyle 76226-6714; 940/464-3680; email
irises@argyleacres.com; www.argyleacres.
com. (Along with a map and a glossary, the
Web site includes more than 800 photos and
descriptions of Texas-hardy, bearded irises.)

CLUBS Texas has 14 local clubs affiliated
with the American Iris Society (national con-
vention is Apr. 19-24 in Fresno, California).
Among the most active clubs: Fort Worth Iris
Society (annual show Apr. 17, 2004, at the
Fort Worth Botanic Garden), Peggy Harris, Pres.,
2606 Whitehaven St. North, Colleyville 76034;
www.fortworthiris.org. Iris Society of Austin,
Pat Byrne, Pres., 1102 Aster, Katy 77493. South
Plains Iris Society, Dr. Billy Skillman, Pres.,
5402 26th St., Lubbock 79407. Texoma Iris
Society, Martha McDowell, Pres., Box 338, Anna
75409. Waco Iris Society, Sue Swanner Coffelt,
Pres., Box 443, Clifton 76634. Piney Woods Iris
Society, John Middleton, Pres., Rt. 3, Box 218,
Mount Pleasant 75455. For a complete list of
Texas clubs, visit www.irises.org.

BOOKS Look for the following books in your
library or bookstore: The World of Irises, ed. by
Bee Warburton (American Iris Society, 2nd print-
ing, 1986), The Louisiana Iris by Marie Caillet
(Timber Press, 2000), The Gardener's Iris Book
by William Shear (Taunton Press, 2002), and Iris,
Flower of the Rainbow by Graeme Grosvenor
(Simon & Schuster Intl., 1999).

PEGGY HEINKEL-WOLFE is an award-winning
freelance arts and culture writer. Several dozen
irises, between an unruly wisteria and a tenacious
red-hot poker, grace the flower bed in front of her
home in Argyle.

The abundant varieties of irises at Argyle Acres
amazed staff photographer MICHAEL AMADOR.
Though a Denton native, he had never visited this
floral fantasia near his hometown.
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you may have noticed on our Table of Contents page, Texas Highways is celebrating its 30th

J anniversary as a travel magazine. So just for fun, we're focusing here and there on the number

30. Come September, in our annual special issue, we'll officially salute our three decades, and

give you some 30's lists we think you'll enjoy.

In the meantime, this month, for our annual wildflower portfolio, we've chosen 30 of Texas' most com-

mon wildflowers to identify and celebrate, along with our usual profusion of other beautiful blooms. Please

note, I didn't say these are our favorite flowers, just 30 of the state's most common ones. Think of what

follows, if you will, as a pictorial glossary, as the briefest of introductions to the

splendor of a Lone Star spring (especially helpful, we hope, for newcomers).

Botanists tell us we have more than 5,000 blooming plants in our lush state, so for-

give us if we've omitted your particular favorite.

I know people who have no trouble saying the bluebonnet is their hands- / L e ?/
down favorite Texas wildflower-only fitting, then, that it's our Official State

Flower, since people love it so. As for me, I find it hard to pick (oops, I mean,

choose). Purple verbena and pink evening primroses, which we called buttercups,

too fondly remind me of my South Texas childhood. We heedlessly plucked the verbena's tiny petals and

sucked the minuscule droplet of nectar from the bottom of the tubes. Buttercups decorated our May Day

baskets. I even loved the dandelions that appeared in the front yard, cursed by others as "weeds."

Many Texans have a special place in their hearts-as do I-for Indian blankets. A dear relative who

also loves them reminded me kindly a few years ago that the magazine had gone too long without a photo.

The following year's April issue (and this year's) remedied the oversight.

Bluebonnets-yes, I love them, too-have two especially happy associations for me. A spectacular

wildflower year in the early 1980s prompted me to take '

my young daughter out of school for a day. We drove for,

literally, miles along blue fields just west of Lake Bu-

chanan. It seemed to me an important part of a Texas edu-

cation, of any education for that matter, for her to learn

that sublime lesson in nature's bounty and generosity.

My most recent bluebonnet memory is only one

year old. In March a year ago, my grand-nephew, Paul,

was born, just as the bluebonnets peeked through the

grasses and lent their blue to his newborn eyes. Our fam-

ily had long hoped, through trial and shared heartache,

for a baby. I picked (yes, I did) a bouquet from a field

near the hospital and took it to him and his courageous

mother and father. Those flowers, like spring itself, re-

minded us that life and the earth renew themselves, that

hope not only springs eternal, but also-with luck, prop-

er care, enough rain, grace, more luck-sometimes comes

to splendid, joyous fruition. -ANN GALLAWAY

FACING PAGE: TEXAS BLUEBONNETS, ELLIS COUNTY

RIGHT: INDIAN PAINTBRUSH AND TEXAS BLUEBONNETS, HILL COUNTY
bH lH PH UIUi ' a H!z H H| ;H ,
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PRAIRIE VLRBENA, JLiF DAVID COUNrY

AbUVL. CLUE UN ELLI ANC icJUN ,AINIdRUSIH HILL CUUNI0, . ;., , IJULAN PAINTBRUSH,

BLUEBONNETS, EVENING PRIMROSES, PRICKLY POPPIES, AND HUISACHE TREES, KARNES COUNTY

BLUEBONNET (Lupinus texensis)
Begins blooming early spring (but
Big Bend bluebonnet can bloom

as early as January). All six species
of bluebonnet that grow in the
state have been designated the

d State Flower by the Texas Legis-
lature. A member of the large
lupine genus.

INDIAN PAINTBRUSH (Castilleja
spp.)-Blooms early spring
throughout the state. Several

species, whose colors vary from

scarlet to orange, cream, yellow,
and occasionally purple. The

bright tips of the petal-like bracts
look like they've been dipped in

paint. The genus name honors
Spanish botanist Domingo

Castillejo (1744-1793).

INDIAN RI ANKET (Gaillardia pul
chella)-Blooms April to June
across much of the state. When
viewed in a mass, the brilliant
combination of red, orange, and
yellow resembles brightly woven
fabric. Also called firewheel.

DRUMMOND PHLOX (Phlox drum-
mondii)-Blooms early spring. Oc-
curs most frequently in spectacu-
lar masses of color among sandy

post-oak woods and along road-
sides in south Central Texas. Named
for Scottish botanist Thomas Drum-
mond, who collected the plants
on a visit to Texas in 1834. Most
common color is red, but shades
of pink, blue, and purple are also

seen. Also called wild phlox.

VERBENA (Verbena spp.)-Blooms
most profusely in spring, but may
flower at other times of the year

depending on rainfall. Found

throughout the state; among Tex-

as' most abundant wildflowers.

jI
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PHOTOS FROM TOP: 1. DON ALLEN; 2. THERESE TUSA; 3. AND 4. RICHARD REYNOLDS, 5. TxDOT
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PINK EVENING PRIMROSE
(Oenothera speciosa)-Blooms
to June across much of the state

Opens at dusk in northern porti
of Texas; flowers wither each da
replaced by new blossoms each
evening. Elsewhere in the state,
blooms stay open all day. Droug
tolerant. Also known as buttercup

TEXAS BLUEBELL (Eustoma gra
florum)-Blooms June to Septe
in moist areas in fields and prair
and in drainage areas, except in
Bend Country. Bluebells have vi
ally disappeared in many locate
because of indiscriminate pickir
Don't pick them! Onc of the ta
loveliest flowers; an entire field i
stunning. Flowers range from bl

purple to white, or white with tin

of yellow or purple. Sometimes
called prairie gentian and lira d
San Pedro (Saint Peter's lyre).

BROWN-EYED SUSAN (Rudbeck
hirta)-Blooms May through Sep
tember. A prairie species found
throughout the state. Renowned
Swedish naturalist Linnaeus (17
1778) dedicated the genus to t
of his botanist predecessors at t
University of Uppsala, the father
and son Olof Rudbeck. Hirta me
"rough hairy" in Latin.

MEXICAN HAT (Ratibida colum-
naris)-Blooms May to July, later
with favorable weather. Common
throughout most of state. Named
for its resemblance to the tradi-
tional high-crowned, broad-brim

April
te.
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y,

ght-

ip.

ndi
muber

ries,

Big

rtu-

ons 1 .

ng.
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s

uish-

ges
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med Mexican sombrero.

ABOVE: ENGELMANN DAISIES, TEXAS BLUEBONNETS, AND PINK EVENING PRIMROSES, FAYETTE COUNTY
FACING PAGE: SAND VERBENA, DAYFLOWERS, PHLOX, AND SPOTTED BEEBALM, FISHER COUNTY

WINECUP (Callirhod involucrata)-Blooms early spring into
summer, in most parts of the state, except the west. Grows
in sandy soils in open woods and scrublands. Mostly single
flowers, on plants about six to eight inches high. A tall (two
to three feet), branched variety bears many blossoms on
one plant.

PHOTOS FROM TOP 6. G DON ALLEN: 7. TxD0T; 8. Q RICHARD REYNOLDS; 9. TxDOT. 10. G THERESE TUSA
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SPOTTED BEEBALM (Monarda

spp.)-Tall erect annual or biennial
that blooms May through August.
Thrives in sandy or rocky pastures,
prairies, plains, and meadows
throughout Texas. Also called lemon-

mint, horsemint, and wild bergamot.
Linnaeus named the genus in honor
of a Spanish writer and physician.
Nicolas Monardes (1493-1588.
whose work first introduced muc
of Europe to such American pim
as balsam, coca, corn, passion
flower, potatoes. sarsaparilla, sHn
flower, and tobacco.

GAYFEATHER (Latis nO,.i runrt)

Blooms August to December on well-
drained soils in prairies, plains, lime-
stone glades, hillsides, and on the
edges and open areas of woodlands.
Also called button snakeroot be-
cause roots and underground stems
have been used to treat rattlesnake
bites. Butterflies and hummingbirds
are frequent visitors, and goldfinch
es and other songbirds eat the seed

BLACKFOOT DAISY (Melampodium
leucanthum)-Blooms early spring
through fall, thriving on calcareous
soils of West and Central Texas. Low-
growing perennial; blooms form a
dense, compact mound. Other com
mon Texas daisies are Tahoka daisy
(Machaeranthera tanacetifolia),

os .

ti

.1 '* tD ".
" "

huisache daisy (Amblyolepsis setigera), chocolate daisy
(Berlandiera lyrata), and sleepy daisy (Xanthisma texarum).

BLUE-EYED GRASS (Sisyrinchium spp.)-Blooms March-May,
blanketing roadside pastures with blue :o purple blooms
and grasslike leaves on sunny spring days. Common in sandy
forests of East Texas and on prairies of the Texas Gulf Coast.

WHITE PRICKLY POPPY (Argemone albiflora)-B ooms pro-
fusely in April. Abundant, nettle-like plan of Central and
South Texas. Plants may grow more than three feet tall. Close-
ly related species are yellow, pink, and rose. The heroage is
so prickly that cattle leave it untouchec even during severe
droughts when they have grazed other plants to the ground.

PHOTOS FROM TOP 11. I RICHARD REYNOLDS, 12 . 13, AND 14 T,)OT, 15 G FRED HIRSHMANN
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Al) NAMA. YUCCA, AND BLAULRPO L Or -NU NAIIUNAL PARK, BRLWSIER COUNTY



BASKETFLOWER (Centaurea ameri
cana)-Blooms June and July from

east Central Texas westwardannorth into the Panhandle; in the
os, sometimes blooms asecond time in August. Also called

sn't prickly like a thistle).
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COMMON SUNFLOWER (Helianthus

annuus)-Blooms March throughDecember in vacant lots, fields, pas-tures, open stream banks, and along

I'rasdsand railroad tracks through_
out the state. Texas boasts some

anthuc

-Sp

'4 al y 1, qx_. ( . " ~n. 4r yE

"6 / jsy 'n A :

-'. Is maXIIl/an/) and swamf sunflower (Helianthus angustifo

ERYNGO (Eryngium leavenwort

Blooms July through October inCentral Texas. Also called false
purple thistle Striking flowers on

pa t th grow up to three feettall. In late summer it forms densmasses of purple in fields andprairies and along roadsides.

BEACH MORNING GLORY (/pomoe

I 5tOlonfera)-Blom April throughDecember on Gulf Coast dunes
1and beaches Roots are import

in helping to stabilize the dunes
This white morning glory frequently

grows with the rosy and purplegoatfoot morning glory /pomoea
pes-caprae 

(), which also helssa
blze coastal dunes.

RAIN LILY (Cooperiapeduncu/ata)--A
few days after heavy rains sometimepears like magic a
the eastern two-thirds of the state. Single wmasses a o

a straight, foot-high green stemb. l Ope loom atop
'dusk, gradually Bladduig$ossoms open slowly at
morning adal l y a s gthe night, in full flower by/pmnindg Flowers may last up to four days before turning
pinkish and withering. Delicate, lovely fragrance. The smaller
evening star rain lily(oprad
in late summer and falluer mmondii) tends to bloom
spring and earl l arger rain lily blooms iny summer.

PHOTOS FROM TOP: 1.T
L OU T 18., 19. AND 20. T-DOT -
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ABOVE: BLUEBONNETS, DESERT POPPIES, AND NDIAN PAINTBRUSH, LLANO COUNTY
FACING PAGE: COREOPSIS AND INDIAN BLANKET, MASON COUNTY

COREOPSIS (Coreopsis spp.)
Various species bloom some-
where in the state every month
except January. "Coreopsis" is
from a combination of New Latin
and Greek for "having a buglike
appearance' referring to the seed,
which resembles a beetle. Hence.
the common name, tickseed.

FLEABANE (Erigeron philadelphi-

cus)-Blooms March to August
in moist soils in fields, pastures.

woodland edges, roadsides,
and along streams throughout
the eastern half of Texas. Prairie
fleabane (Erigeron modestus)
blooms March through Novem-

ber in gravelly or rocky calcare-
ous soils in open areas and
hillsides in North Central and
western Texas

PRICKLY PEAR CACTUS (Opuntia
spp.)-Blooms in shades from
yellow to red across the state.
Perennial. The fruit, or tuna,
which ranges from red to deep
maroon when ripe, makes a very
good jelly.

SPIDERWORT (Tradescantia
spp.)-Blooms statewide Febru-
ary through June. Spiderworts
were named for John Tradescant
the Elder (1577-1638) and John
Tradescant the Younger (1608-
1662), both of whom were
English royal gardeners. The
Tradescants grew plants sent to
them and collected by them in
America. As a result, spiderworts
are common in English gardens.

BUTTERFLY WEED (Asclepias

/47

~

'V

- -

17 A

tuberosa)-Blooms April to September throughout Texas in

fields, thickets, open woodlands, and hillsides. The densely

packed flowers, rich in nectar, attract bees, beelike flies,
and butterflies.

PHOTOS FROM TOP: 21. RICHARD REYNOLDS; 22. TxDOT; 23. ERIK AAGAARD, 24. DON ALLEN; 25. TxDOT
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FACING PAGE: COREOPSIS, INDIAN BLANKET, WINTER
VETCH, AND PRAIRIE BISHOP'S WEED, LYNDON B. sJi
JOHNSON STATE HISTORICAL PARK, GILLESPIE COUNTY T,

9 5

' r1. ' . 'd rrIl

T

n

'O, I kb {yes~Y ,nf a :.Y v:<, zvr'k.

The Texas Dept. of TransportatinsTae vstnl
FACiGes Pa free brochure tied l flowers

pTbxashataues mor than four dozen wid d

floe s. Onte t sies othe postersize brochure f { F . rd

shows the flowers; the reverse givesta horsta

TeTsc ept of each and the regions int e state

desreit nrows along with other pertinent irfor- v qtvr4r
pubheS at re b h valuable unfolded,
matio .The brochure is ast brochurea 0 ^..sy'

suitable for framing (26 3" high x 23 W d .

For a copy of the brochure, write to Thxas ;

Highways Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249.
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FALSE DRAGONHEAD (Physostegia
spp.)-Depending on the species,
blooms April through August in the
central and eastern portions of
Texas. Physostegia flowers may be
moved up, down, or sideways, and
will remain in those positions. Hence,
the common name, obedient plant.
A member of the mint family.

SPIDER LILY (Hymenocallis liriosme)
Blooms March to May. Prefers
swampy or other moist bottomland,
banks of streams, and ditches
along the Gulf Coast and in East
Texas. Plant can grow 40 inches tall,
flowers to six inches across. The ele-
gant plant gets its genus name from
the Greek kallos, meaning "beauti-
ful;' and hymen, which means "mem-
brane." Hymen was also the Greek
god of marriage. A member of the
amaryllis family.

TEXAS LANTANA (Lantana urticoides
or L. horrida)-Blooms nearly year
round in South Texas, April to Octo-
ber in Central and East Texas, some-
what earlier in the Trans-Pecos.
"Horrid" in name comes from the
leaves' distinctive pungent odor.
Blooms are tight clusters of yellow,
orange, and red flowers.

MOUNTAIN PINK (Centaurium
beyrichii)-Thrives on the barren,
gravel-strewn hills of Central Texas
and westward. The flowers, which
bloom May through August, branch

to form a nearly perfect bouquet.
Called quinine weed by pioneers,
the plants were dried and used to
reduce fevers.

TEXAS THISTLE (Cirsium texanum)
Blooms throughout Texas, except in the Panhandle, April to

August. Bumblebees and butterflies are attracted to Texas

thistle. Goldfinches eat the seeds and line their nests with

the fluff of the ripened seeds.

PHOTOS FROM TOP: 26.. 27.. AND 28. RICHARD REYNOLDS; 29. MICHAEL A. MURPHY. 30. TLDOT
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BY ANN GALLAWAY - PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

IANT FINGERS reach up-
ward from the sand toward

a lad cowering among

beanstalk leaves eight feet
up in the air. A soldier lies

face down in the sand, surrounded by
tombstones of fellow fighters from 20th-
Century wars. A green-tailed mermaid
slithers toward you-wearing plastic sun-
glasses. A machine straight out of science
fiction churns out waves-of sand.

Have you walked into a fairy tale?

Fantasyland? Yes and no. This is the
amazing world of sand-sculpture contests,
perhaps the ultimate occupation for the
young-at-heart. Barring spring break,
sandcastle festivals are surely the biggest
and best beach parties around. But unlike
spring break, they're laidback and wel-
coming to young, old, and everyone in
between.

Texas claims three sandcastle festivals,
conveniently spaced among the seasons
and among the islands that line our 400-

mile-long Gulf Coast. Port Aransas starts
the fun off this month, with its annual

Texas SandFest (April 2-4). Galveston

picks up the shovel in June, with the one-

day AIA SandCastle Competition (June 5).
Autumn-at-the-beach brings South Padre's
annual Sand Castle Days (October 21-24).

In other words, you can pick your sea-
son or even your island. Add to that jaw-
dropping artworks that can make you
exclaim with wonder or glee. What's not
to like?

44 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2004
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FAR LEFT TO RIGHT] At South Padre Island last year, "Amazin' Walter" McDonald
posed before Sand Castle Days' centerpiece sculpture. A longtime master
sand-sculptor, Walter cofounded Sand Castle Days in 1985. World traveler
Andy Hancock of Wales worked on Defying Gravity, his entry at Port Aransas'
Texas SandFest last April. Michel Lepire of Quebec studied his next move for
Vision of the Sea, which won three awards, including first prize, at SandFest.
Michel, who returns to Port A this month, also won first place at the 2003
world championships in British Columbia.

PORT ARANSAS (MUSTANG ISLAND)
TEXAS SAND SCULPTURE FESTIVAL
(A.K.A. TEXAS SANDFEST)

hhh, the beach! At Port A's Sand-

Fest last April, brown pelicans in
formation, like well-trained an-

gels, skimmed the waves, then landed ker-
splat in a most unheavenly way. At Sand-
castle Central, the big tent at the festival's
main entrance, purple-clad members of the
local Red Hat Society cheerily answered
questions, sold T-shirts, and kept things

organized for more than 50 raffles. (Among
the dollar-a-ticket prizes: casino cruises, a
foot massage, fishing trips, a baseball signed
by Nolan Ryan, and two nights in a deluxe
Port Royal condo.)

Undeterred by overcast skies, bodies
both sunburnt and still winter-pale pushed
strollers, walked pups, rode a mechanical
bull named Paco, and listened rapt to talks
on wonders of the sea. Dozens more lined

up for massages and temporary tattoos
and shopped at arts-and-crafts booths

stretching southward along the shore.
To the north, 16 master sand-sculp-

tors-from South Padre, Quebec, Florida,
Seattle, California, and Wales, to name a
few-were already into their second day of
artful creation when I arrived on Saturday.

They had 20 hours, spread over two-and-
a-half days, to complete their sculptures,

shaped from nothing but watered-down,

compacted sand. Scattered around each

roped-off plot lay the tools of the trade:
blue plastic barrels of water, trowels,
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straws, paintbrushes, even dental picks.

Mounds of sand, temporarily held in place
by wooden forms and still mysterious, be-

gan to take shape.
"Sandcastle," I saw right away, is some-

thing of a misnomer-or an understate-

ment. Take, for instance, the sprawling cen-

terpiece sculpture (near the main entry-

you can't miss it), which welcomes visitors

and honors festival sponsors. It gives you
some idea of what's in store.

A gorgeous, 200-ton confection of ma-

rine themes and icons, last year's center-

piece included a replica of the Lydia Ann
Lighthouse, just north of Port A, and a sub-

marine with bug-eyed periscope bearing

the name U.S.S. Ogle. Around back-

beachside, that is-two green-tailed mer-

maids concealed a hollowed-out burrow for

photo-ops: You hunkered down inside so

your head seemed to top a mermaid body.
Festival coordinator Dee McElroy and her

husband, Robert, both master sand-sculp-

tors themselves, designed the work. Some

of the competing sculptors had arrived

early in the week to help build it.
4 A festival like this doesn't hap-

pen without a lot of help, and more

j than 200 volunteers get in on the

-f act. All proceeds from SandFest

go toward a new build-

ing for the Port Aransas

Community Theatre

(PACT), which longtime
Port A resident Sharon

Schafer cofounded 15
years ago.

Besides the fun, the
competition is real, as

money is at stake-more

than $7,000 in cash,
prizes, and trophies last

year. "The sculptors all

really value each other's

talents, but it is serious

competition," says Dee
McElroy. "They greet
each other with hugs, but

once they start building,
they're into competing.

When the contest is over,
the camaraderie returns."

In addition to the mas-

ters' contest, there are

amateurs' and children's

categories and, for the
first time last year, a pro-

am competition, all with

cash prizes or trophies.
Even so, you don't get

the idea the money's the
The sc
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Canadian Guy Beauregard battled a stiff breeze during SPI's Sand
Castle Days. Though his sand collapsed seven times, Guy, known for
his friendly smile and outgoing personality, carved bravely on.

main thing here.
ulptors have more-lucrative, rent-

jobs. Michel Lepire, a stocky Cana-
ith twinkling blue eyes, offered me
siness card, which bears two words
ch: glace (ice) and sable (sand). "Ice
ob," says Michel, who lives in Que-
work with ice 12 months a year,

maybe six or seven months. I never

sculpting. My son works with me.
rned from me," he adds proudly. A
ars ago, Michel organized Quebec's
tional Sand Contest.
tched for a while as Michel worked
entry, Vision of the Sea, a graceful,
gree interweaving of swordfish, pel-

wharf planking, castle turrets, and
ing staircases.

is has topnotch sand for carving (here,
a pro-am entry at Port Aransas). Contest

rules decree that sculptures be carved
from nothing but wetted-down, compact-
ed sand. Wooden forms hold the sand
in place only until sculpting begins.

Michel began as a maitre d' in a Quebec
hotel, carving ice, butter, and vegetables.
Nine years ago, he started his own carving
company. He sculpts ice for hotels and
conventions, works with Quebec's big win-
ter carnival, and creates the ice furnish-

ings-chairs, chandeliers, columns-for
the city's ice hotel. The fairyland lodging
(people actually rent rooms) takes a month

to build and then is bulldozed each April.
Perhaps Michel's biggest work ever, titled
Splendeur de Chine and created for Expo
Cit6 2001, used 70 tons of sand.

Farther down the beach, I watched
Lucinda Wierenga (a.k.a. sandy feet-she
uses lowercase on purpose) at work on a
multi-element sculpture called Triangle.
The depth of Sandy's shadow boxes-
among the domestic scenes, a man and
a woman embrace beside a curtained
window-defied understanding. How
does she do it? I found out later that she

practices in her backyard sandbox.
(I found out more when I watched her
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GALVESTON ISLAND AIA SANDCASTLE COMPETITION

ow would you like a house built of sand?
Don't think so, you say? Don't worry.
On one fine day each June, these archi-

tects and engineers aren't building for posterity
or for the ages.

If you prefer sandcastles and sun in summer,
Galveston is the place to go. For almost two
decades now, the town has witnessed the AIA
SandCastle Competition, always the first
Saturday in June. Thousands of AIA (American
Institute of Architects) members, design- and
building-industry partners, and architectural stu-
dents from Texas universities descend on the
island. Dozens of contest entries-83 last year-

spread along a half-mile section of East Beach.
The festival, sponsored by Houston's A&E

Graphics and AIA Houston, differs from Port A's
and South Padre's, as it lasts only one day,
awards no cash, and each entry is built by a
team of Texans. "It's all about sand, water, and
winning; says Fsther Hobbs, who handles con-
test publicity.

With a mere five hours to come up with a win-
ner, team members may spend months on a
design before the sand-slinging and shoveling
begin. And the sand does fly, since the team can
neither shovel nor shift its grit before 10 a.m.,
when the contest begins.

"The whole event is perfect for the family" says
Esther. "Bring lots of sunscreen, pack a picnic,
and plan to stay the entire day." (She also notes
that since it's Galveston's largest event after Mardi
Gras, it's best to come early to avoid traffic.)

Last year, employees of PDG Architects from-
where else?-Houston parodied recent corporate
scandals with Cooking the Books. Several books

work at South Padre six months later.)

As the sculpting goes fairly slowly, festi-

val-goers generally go back and forth

between the works-in-progress and other

festival activities, checking throughout the
day as new details emerge. It's fun to see
if you can figure out what's taking shape.

I decided to follow the crowd and see what
else was on the beach.

The long line of people (oddly enough,
women only) waiting to get a temporary
tattoo decided me against that indulgence,
so I strolled on to a booth selling jewelry.

Multicolored, woven-silk earrings caught
my eye at a booth run by Anastacia

stewed in a sand-cauldron atop a fire, while
nearby, three "See no evil, hear no evil, speak
no evil" monkeys-named Layo, Skillo, and
Fasto-covered their eyes, ears, and mouth,
respectively. The design won three awards:
Most Hilarious, Honorable Mention, and Best
Signage. (Among 19 awards, Galveston's fest
also recognizes Best Team T-Shirt and Best
Costume. The top overall prize is called The
Golden Bucket.)

water;' she says, "and I was helping stomp down
the sand. It was messy, but then I thought,
Where else could I get a free mud bath? Some
women spend thousands of dollars to do this!"
Melba looks forward to repeating her role as
team coordinator in Galveston this June.

Architects from Carter & Burgess offered anoth-
er favorite (it won for "Best Achitectural Theme").
My Big Fat Greek Sandcastle-a nod to the pop-
ular movie My Big Fat Greek Wedding-consisted

ROBERT M HOP L of a replica of the Parthe-
non, with a robed figure

--- _(the architect Ictinus, per-
haps?) standing proudly

y by. To give the work that

ancient feel, a few broken

S L L" columns lay here and there.
(Greek themes seem to
pop up at all sand-sculp-
ture gatherings.)

And how's this for crea-
tivity? One year, says Esther

Hobbs, a couple who
planned to get married on

the beach had their archi-
At Galveston's AIA SandCastle Competition, the state's oldest and largest sand- tectural team build the altar
sculpture contest, dozens of large teams vie in a five-hour design challenge. and seating from sand. (One
Cooking the Books (above), from PDG Architects and J. H. Premier Construc-
tion in Houston, won three awards last year, including "Most Hilarious:' only hopes the marriage

lasted longer than the sculp-
A Texas Department of Transportation team

offered Lord of the Lanes, a highway-themed
entry with cars, trucks, barrels, and cones. Melba
Alfred, an environmental coordinator with TxDOT,
led the 25-member team. It wasn't only the
camaraderie that appealed to Melba. "We were
filling the forms with sand and pooling in the

Kamas, who owns Rainbow Weavings in

Blanco. I bought two pretty pairs, one for
me, one for my sister.

In the Education Tent, white-bearded

Tony Amos, a dedicated environmentalist
and longtime oceanographer with the
University of Texas Marine Science Insti-

tute in Port A, talked about marine mys-

teries. Among fascinating facts he shared:

Baby seagulls are raised in group nests by
a few adult birds. "They're wonderful ani-

mals," said Tony, adding, "Don't feed them.

They don't need it." We looked at various
sea creatures' bones and a jarful of objects
found in turtles' stomachs. Afterward,

ture. With sand, evanescence is the essence.)
"My favorite part;' says Esther, "is at sunset,

when all the people have gone home and there is
a half-mile stretch of sandcastles on the beach!"

Who better than architects to know how to
build castles?

-ANN GALLAWAY

Tony mesmerized kids with a story called

"Things That Go Bump on the Beach."
There was more fun to come on Sunday.

Just before noon, the sculptors attended
to final details. A title for each work had

appeared on a plot-side sign: Hylas and

the Nymphs, Makin' Waves, Someone's
Watching. Anticipation filled the air as
volunteers handed out voting sheets for

the People's Choice award. The crowds
pressed in around each plot, commenting,

exclaiming, trying to make the hard

choice of favorite. In the meantime, the

judges began their deliberations.

To while away the hours until the
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awards would be announced, there were

corny dogs, funnel cakes, and fried Mars

Bars to eat. Amateurs' and children's

sculptures to be studied. Surf to be waded

in. Seashells to be gathered. Golden oldies

like "Over the Rainbow" to sing along

with in the Entertainment Tent. Who

knows, maybe even a simple sandcastle to

build (free lessons available).
By 4:30, island music-marimbas, steel

drums, flutes-spilled loudly from the

Awards Tent. A motley crew of fest-goers,

sculptors' families, and volunteers, sport-

ing beards, boldly flowered shirts, earrings,

ponytails, dreadlocks, tie-dyed tees, and

necklaces a la Mardi Gras, waited eagerly

to hear the big news. Michel Lepire's

Vision of the Sea swept the competition,

winning the sculptor First Place, People's

Choice, and Third Place Sculptors' Choice

awards for a total of $1,700.

What a weekend. By the time the sun

was bidding the day goodbye, I had corny-

dog mustard under my fingernails, funnel-

cake powdered sugar down my shirt, sun-

burn on my nose, and enough sand

between my toes for a sculpture. To the

east, the brown pelicans still plopped atop

the waves. I looked a mess, and felt abso-

lutely great.

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
SANDCASTLE DAYS

sunny, cool day welcomed me

to South Padre Island six months

later, in October. Gorgeous white-

caps lapped the beach as far as the eye

could see. Colorful flags from various

states and countries fluttered in a steady

breeze just behind the Sheraton Hotel,

where the sculptors-some of the same

ones I'd seen in Port A-plied their tools.

In the distance, the sea looked like crin-

kled, bluegreen silk.

I got to ask "sandy feet"-working this

time on a sculpture called Peeping Tom-

more about the sandbox in her backyard.

"On Sundays, Fred and I put on music,
get out the beer, and go out to the sandbox

to practice our sculpting. That's how we have

fun around here," she said with a laugh.

Sandy was referring to her boyfriend,

Fred Mallett, who began sculpting sand

only two years ago. Backyard practice

must make perfect, as Fred is already con-

sidered a master sculptor and is winning

prizes right and left. His wonderfully witty

Mad About the Piano, which would win

the People's Choice Award the next day,
showed an ecstatic woman lying atop an

upright piano, one shoe off and her left
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h carved Wishing For a Cubs-Red Sox Series during last October's Sand Castle Days
is wish). Brian, who majored in art in college, lives in Joliet, Illinois.

/

Lucinda ("sandy feet") Wierenga, a Web master
and world-traveled sand-sculptor, cofounded
SPI's Sand Castle Days nearly 20 years ago.
Shown here is a detail from her 2003 Port Aran-
sas creation, titled Triangles, whose details and
depth she practiced in her backyard sandbox.

arm reaching down toward the engrossed

musician. Behind the piano, the story came

clear: The woman's date sat alone and

dejected at a tiny bar table; the woman's

shoe lay in her chair, dropped as she

climbed atop the piano.
Sandy herself has won plenty of prizes

since she began sculpting, nearly 20 years
ago, including a first at the contest in Cer-

via, Italy, in 2001, and a "Best Hand-Built"

prize two months later at the world cham-

pionship contest, which takes place annu-

ally at Harrison Hot Springs in British

Columbia.
How did she get into this work? Sandy

says her former husband, "Amazin' Walter"

McDonald, had to drag her "kicking and

screaming" into sand-sculpting. In 1985,
the couple started Sand Castle Days as a
way to attract visitors to South Padre dur-

ing its slower season. Although they have

moved on in their personal lives, the two

SPI residents remain business partners,
friends, and fellow master sand-sculptors.

At lliese festivals, you can always recog-
nize Amazin' Walter by his big friendly

smile, white beard, big blue eyes, and a

pith helmet bearing the logo he designed

for Sons of the Beach, the company he and

Sandy run together. The logo, a "hooktail

Texas," has a curled arrow pointing at SPI.
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Sandy has a rent-paying job as a Web

master. "It makes a nice balance," she says,
"computer work when the weather's bad,
sand-sculpting when it's good." As a mem-

ber of the festival's organizing committee,
she uses her computer skills to arrange for

airfare, lodging, and equipment for the two

dozen or so master sculptors who compete

at SPI each year.
Sand Castle Days recently became a

nonprofit organization, whose mission

is preserving and protecting the beach.

(A local ordinance prohibits selling things

on the beach; last year, arts and crafts

made by local artists were sold on the hotel
deck; food was available in the hotel and

nearby restaurants.)

A huge contingent of amateur sculptors

and beach-enthusiasts called the San Mar-
cos Suns makes its way to SPI (and Port A)

each year, always winning several of the

prizes. Pam Dever, who grew up at SPI,
and her husband, Danny, have been in-

volved since Sand Castle Days' beginning.
Until the festival grew too large, Pam and
a friend used to cook all of the food for a

Saturday-night dinner and entertainment

that the Suns provide for the sculptors.

Out on the beach, a stiff breeze made

problems for Canadian Guy Beauregard,
whose sand collapsed seven times and pre-

vented him from ever completing his sculp-

ture. In this kind of work, Mother Nature

has the last word.

Nearby, a tall young man, also Cana-

dian, turned out to be Marc Lepire, the son
of Michel Lepire, who had swept the Port
A competition. Sand-sculptors are like

family in literal ways as well as in spirit.
I asked the sculptors if they drew a pic-

ture of their ideas in advance or worked

from a model. Turns out, some do, some

don't (and some practice in their backyard
sandpiles). Brian Turnbough made a Plas-
ticine model of his entry "small enough to

fit into a Tupperware container to take on

the plane," he said. The World Series was

coming up, and Brian, from Illinois, titled

his sculpture Wishing For a Cubs-Red Sox
Series. In the sand, a kneeling Chicago
catcher tagged a Boston runner out.

In contrast, Andy Hancock told me,
"I just make it up as I go along. It's more fun

for me that way." He stacks the sand up

Sandcastle Festivals
A P R I L The 8th Annual Texas Sand Sculpture Festival (also called the Texas a
SandFest) takes place in Port Aransas Apr. 2-4, 2004. Admission: Free. Parking
on the beach (nominal charge). Most people come on Sat-Sun; the
sculptures are finished by noon on Sun.; awards are presented at around
5 p.m. The sculptures are left on the beach and slowly erode over time. GA.VEN

Texas SandFest: www.texassandfest.com: 361/749-2500. Write to the Port PORT ARANSAS

Aransas Chamber of Commerce, 421 W. Cotter, Port Aransas 78373; 800/452- SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

6278; www. portaransas.org. (Also see "Isle Be Seeing You:' Texas Highways, Oct. 2003.)

1 U N E The 18th Annual AIA SandCastle Competition takes place at East Beach in Galveston June
5, 2004 (always the 1st Sat. in June). Admission: Free. Parking: At East Beach; $5 per car. Write to
3000 Richmond, Ste. 500. Houston 77098; 713/520-0155; www.aiasandcastle.com.

OCTOBER The 17th Annual Sand Castle Days takes place at South Padre Island (SPI) Oct. 21-
24, 2004, at the South Padre Island Sheraton. The hotel is visible rising in the distance to your right
as you cross Queen Isabella Causeway. Admission: Free. Free parking in hotel lots (driving on SPI
beach is prohibited except north of town). Most people come on Sat-Sun; awards are presented on

Sat. afternoon, but the sculptures are left in

7
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high-"Height and detail are important if
you're going for the prizes"-and begins the

typical way: carving from the top of the

"poundup" down, removing the wooden

forms as he goes. (The "poundup" is both the

process of tamping the sand down during
preparation, and the mound of sand that is

sculpted.) Andy's works, at both Port A and
SPI, tended toward the abstract and sinuous,
with flowing curves and an "organic" feel.

With his gold earring and hair tied in
a scarf, you might mistake Andy for a

friendly pirate. He hails from "Wales by way

of Australia" but fell in love with SPI sev-

eral years ago (and recently married a South
Padre Islander). "I've never seen another

place like it," he says. "It's the best-kept se-
cret in America." (Andy's other job is

sculpting wood; his Texas-ebony hawks

were selling on the Sheraton's deck.)

Variety is clearly the spice of life for
sand-sculptors. Amazin' Walter McDonald's

truly amazin' resume lists his other pro-

fessions as jeweler, photographer, clown,
magician, and musician. As with the Le-

pires, the family creative gene runs strong:

Walter's daughter, Christy McDonald, lists

her professions as sand-sculptor, clown,

place to erode over time. Write to the SPI
Convention and Visitors Bureau, 600 Padre
Blvd., SPI 78597; 800-SOPADRE: www.
sopadre.com or www.sandcastledays.com.
(Also see "Let's Padre!" Texas Highways,
Oct. 2002.)

Y

Kids at Lesson Mountain in Port Aransas can
take free sand-sculpting lessons (runs Chip Cuup-
er and other longtime master sand-sculptors.

balloon artist, face painter, stilt walker, and

seamstress-she has made costumes for

Ringling Bros. Circus.
Is this the happiest group of people in

the world? A People magazine feature on

Sandy Feet last fall, titled "You Call This
Work?" ran this kicker: "Some lucky so-

and-sos make their living doing things any-

one would love." Amen.

Yet, after all is said and done, you might
wonder, why go to all this trouble to pro-

duce an artwork that just disappears? The

world's Michelangelos, after all, can pretty
much rest assured-barring wars, vandal-

ism, or acts of God-that their creations

will last through the ages. But the ever-

shifting sand offers no such guarantee. Per-

haps you might just as well ask, why dance?

The upshot is, the sands of time and

Texas are calling! You mustn't wait to see

these astounding creations, because if the

weather turns, they could be gone in the

wash of a wave.... *

Senior editor ANN GALLAWAY wrote about the
Dallas Arts District in last month's issue.

Staff photographer GRIFF SMITH photographed
last month's stories on Bandera, Houston's Azalea
Trail, and an I-10 road trip.
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BY DAVE OLIPHANT

EVEN DEVOTED FANS CAN
BE SURPRISED TO FIND THA

PROMINENT JAZZ MUSICIANS
CLAIM TEXAN ROOTS.
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Jazz saxophonist Ornette Coleman (above)
brings a life in music and major acclaim
to the Texas musical pantheon. Right,
Eddie Durham, one of the first and most
influential Texans in jazz, introduced the
electric guitar to yet another Texas legend,
Charlie Christian.
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MHE SC' cP F, TEAGRDEN STATE

[LEFT TO RIGHT] Pianist Red Garland, trombonist Jack Teagarden, and trumpeter Kenny Dorham all played with

for many different types of music, Texas is perhaps least recognized for its

crucial contributions to the history of jazz. Even devoted fans of this music can be sur-

prised to find that prominent jazz musicians claim Texan roots. This is largely because

Texas musicians have left the state in order to earn a living playing jazz professionally.

Although most Texas jazz musicians traveled to Kansas City, New York, Chicago, or Los

Angeles, it was in Texas' small towns and cities that they first heard the music they fell

in love with, learned the art of jazz, and performed with regional bands before landing

a spot in one of the name bands of the day.

Besides working with organizations led by maestros like Count Basie, Duke Ellington,

Benny Goodman, Jimmie Lunceford, Glenn Miller, and Stan Kenton, Texas jazz musi-

cians also joined the ranks of smaller groups led by such stars as Jelly Roll Morton, King

Oliver, Louis Armstrong, Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, and Charles Mingus. But how

musicians in outlying towns like Jefferson, Rockport, Wichita Falls, Amarillo, or

Texarkana first heard the infectious sounds of jazz and later became members of major

outfits still remains something of a mystery.

In Jefferson in 1930, the family of Steady Nelson (1913-1988) owned no radio, and

yet by 1940 this trumpeter was a featured soloist in the Woody Herman Orchestra.

Kenny Dorham, born in Post Oak, would become one of the most sought-after bebop

trumpeters of the late 1940s and of the Hard Bop movement of the 1950s. Indeed, dur-

ing every period of jazz history, Texans have played vital roles in the development of this

music that has captivated listeners around the world.

I

the greats, because, well, they were great, too.

MICHAEL OCHS ARCHIVES

Woodwind player Jimmy Giuffre cut a distinc-
tive path with a variety of sounds, approaches,
and combo configurations.

THE LONE STAR S TA TE
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EDDIE DURHAM, ONE OF

THE FIRST AND MOST
INFLUENTIAL TEXANS IN
JAZZ, HAS BEEN CREDITED
IN PART WITH ONE OF

THE MOST FAMOUS GLENN
MILLER ARRANGEMENTS
OF ALL, "IN THE MOOD."

The seeds of jazz were planted early on in Texas soil. The blues, one source of jazz,

found some of its earliest exponents here, including Blind Lemon Jefferson (ca. 1880-

ca. 1930) of Couchman. Likewise, ragtime, the other musical tradition from which jazz

germinated, had its first great composer in Scott Joplin (1868-1917), who was born near

Linden and moved to Texarkana as a boy. Joplin's 1899 "Maple Leaf Rag" became a

landmark of ragtime, and his "The Entertainer," made famous by the 1973 movie The

Sting, starring Paul Newman and Robert Redford, brought universal acclaim to Joplin's

music, if not to his name and birthplace. To help listeners connect with Joplin's legacy,

Texarkana has established an annual Jump, Jive & JamFest (April 23-25, 2004; see For

the Road), beside the Joplin mural near the Perot Theatre downtown.

Other towns and cities have also begun paying tribute to their native musicians who

were formative figures in the history of jazz. This past year, several events celebrated

Texas jazzmen: In San Marcos, the city mayor proclaimed August 16 Eddie Durham

Day; in Dallas, the Marshall Agency and the South Dallas Cultural Center presented

the 5th Annual Jazz Legends Festival in June, whose inaugural fete honored native son

Red Garland; in Fort Worth, the first annual Jazz by the Boulevard Festival took place

in September, featuring the city's own jazz sax legend, Dewey Redman; and in

November, Corpus Christi hosted its 43rd annual Texas Jazz Festival, with native Joe

Gallardo among the lineup of state talent.

Other cities like Houston and Denton have

also honored native musicians (Houston lays

claim to the first jazz festival on record any-

where, held in 1922).

It would be impossible to mention every

man and woman Texas-wide who has ad-

vanced the cause of jazz, but the six musi-

cians reviewed here represent different parts

of the state, and most of jazz's principal peri-

ods, from hot to swing and from bebop to i wi %I i i f 'AA w

harmolodics.

Eddie Durham (1906-1987) of San Marcos

was one of the first and most influential Eddie Durham made an indelible mark as a

Texans in jazz. A member of the Oklahoma composer, arranger, and instrumentalist during

Blue Devils that recorded in 1929, and of the the Swing Era of the 1930s.

Kansas City band of Bennie Moten during the late 1920s and early '30s, Durham was

on Moten's milestone recording of 1932 ("Moten Swing") and helped create the riff style

that became a fixture of the Swing Era.

A composer-arranger who had taken correspondence courses in music theory while a

boy in San Marcos and who performed in groups with his brother Joe and his cousin

Herschel Evans (1909-1939), Eddie Durham would play a central role in establishing the

popular Swing Era style of the Jimmie Lunceford Orchestra from 1935 to 1936. Durham's

52 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2004



COURTESY TEAG

uE

A giant and the colossus. Jack Teagarden and Louis
Armstrong were musical minds for all time. In the '40s,
Teagarden was a member of the Armstrong All-Stars.

arrangements of tunes like "Avalon" and

"Pigeon Walk," and his own originals,

like "Lunceford Special" and "Har-

lem Shout," won critical acclaim. From

1937 to 1938, he contributed classic

arrangements to the Count Basie Or-

chestra, with tunes like "Topsy," "Blue

and Sentimental," "Time Out," and

"Swinging the Blues," the latter con-

sidered the epitome of the Basie style.

In addition to being a composer-ar-

ranger, Durham played trombone in the

brass sections of the Moten, Lunceford,

and Basie bands, as well as amplified

guitar, the instrument that he pioneered

and later introduced to electric-guitar

great Charlie Christian (1916-1942) of

Bonham (see Speaking of Texas and Up

Front). In 1939, at the height of Glenn

Miller's renown as a Swing Era celebri-

ty, Durham wrote several fine musical charts for the Miller organization, including "Glen

Island Special" and "Wham (Re Bop Boom Bam)." He has even been credited in part with

one of the most famous Miller arrangements of all, "In the Mood."

Another revolutionary Texas jazzman was trombonist Jack Teagarden (1905-1964) of

Vernon. Like Durham, "Big T," as Teagarden was called, belonged to a family of musi-

cians (his brother Charlie was a superb Swing trumpeter). "Big T" was active in jazz cir-

cles in the state in the early 1920s, after which he made a huge splash in the big pond of

New York jazz. Arriving largely unheralded, Teagarden unveiled to musicians in the East

his phenomenal technical skills and his blues-tinged Texas voice with its languid, sooth-

ing lullaby of a drawl. His first recordings, in 1929, reveal him already as a master

improviser, as he moves on "That's a Serious Thing" with seemingly effortless leaps from

one register of his horn to another, tossing off ornamental turns as if the instrument were

equipped with valves, when in fact he executed them entirely with his lips.

In the same year, when "Big T" recorded with Louis Armstrong, it was one of the first

integrated recording sessions in jazz. In the 1940s, Teagarden would become a member

of the Armstrong All-Stars, but before that, between 1934 and 1939, he was star soloist

with the Paul Whiteman Orchestra. One of his most impressive performances came even

earlier, in 1933, when he participated in the first recording session for jazz vocalist Billie

Holiday. Teagarden's rip-snorting solo on Holiday's "Your Mother's Son-in-Law" has

all the earmarks of his Texas open-range upbringing. His rendition of Johnny Mercer's

"I'm an Old Cowhand" from 1936 is an example of his trombone virtuosity and of his

1929, "BIG T," AS
JACK TEAGARDEN WAS

CALLED, RECORDED WITH

LOUIS ARMSTRONG. IT

WAS ONE OF THE FIRST
INTEGRATED RECORDING
SESSIONS IN JAZZ.

-_
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KENNY DORHAM GOT HIS
BIG BREAK IN 1948, WHEN
HE REPLACED MILES DAVIS
IN THE CHARLIE "BIRD"'
PARKER QUINTET. THE NEXT
YEAR, DORHAM APPEARED
WITH THE BIRD IN PARIS AT
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL
JAZZ FESTIVAL

KENNY
DORHIAM

SHORT

Nioht ky

Rl

SteepleChase

delightful vocal treatment of the J
witty lyrics ("I'm a ridin' fool who

is up to date/I know every trail

in the Lone Star State/For I ride

the range in a Ford V-8"). This re-

cording was reissued in 2001 in a

box set by Mosaic Records that

includes, among several photo- '

graphs of Teagarden, one from

1926 when he was touring in El

Paso with Doc Ross and His Jazz

Bandits. This CD set illustrates

the serious attention that con-

tinues to be given to Jack Tea-
garden, considered by critic Gary

Giddins to be "the best trombone

player in the world."

Born in Post Oak, Kenny Dorham Kenny Dorham played with Dizzy Gillespie, Billy Eckstine,
Charlie Parker, and the Jazz Messengers, and also recorded

(1924-1972) was introduced to some outstanding sessions that featured Dorham solo and
jazz through his piano-playing with his Jazz Prophets.

sister, who once commented to their parents that KD would one day be a great musician

like Louis Armstrong, because he "jumps around when he hears music." But only after

he moved to Austin did Dorham pick up the trumpet, playing it first in high school and

later at Wiley College in Marshall.

During World War II, he joined various outstanding bands, including those of Dizzy

Gillespie and Billy Eckstine, but he got his big break in 1948, when he replaced Miles

Davis in the Charlie "Bird" Parker Quintet. In 1949, Dorham appeared with the Bird in

Paris at the first international jazz festival.

Dorham's boyhood dream had been to become a cowhand, and in his youth he did

drive cattle to the dipping vats. But he was destined instead to achieve a worldwide rep-

itation as a fleet-fingered trumpeter whose "running" style exhibits a remarkable melod-

ic and intellectual gift. His solos rarely repeat the same musical ideas, although they are

immediately identifiable as his own, full of half-valve effects, unexpected twists and

turns, and a mellow tonal quality that makes his sound endlessly appealing.

As a member of Parker's bebop quintet, Dorham demonstrated his ability to keep pace

with one of the greatest jazz musicians of all time. Later, as a founding member of the

Jazz Messengers, he was at the forefront of the Hard Bop movement, with its gospel-

informed, soulful "preaching" style. Dorham also contributed to the jazz repertory clas-

sic compositions like "Blue Bossa" and "The Prophet," the former inspired by his

appearance at a jazz festival in Brazil in 1961. In 1960 and 1963, he was invited to

Norway and Denmark to record with local Scandinavian musicians. Some 10 years
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before his untimely death from kidney disease in 1972, the Texan composed "Dorham's

Epitaph," a lovely piece lasting only one minute and nine seconds but played with his

inimitable blend of passionate expression and secure technique.

In 1960, Kenny Dorham also recorded his version of "I'm an Old Cowhand," turn-

ing it into an exemplary piece of Hard Bop Texana, and in a way fulfilling through this

piece his early ambition to be a real Texas cowboy.

Both Dorham and Teagarden were often referred to as Texas mavericks. They cer-

tainly shared a Texas brand of jazz, with their rugged individualism and their pride in

place. In the lyrics to the aforementioned Mercer pop song, Teagarden sings, "Look out

Texas, here I come/Right back where I started from." Texans have tended to congregate

with their fellow natives and choose tunes that remind them of their roots.

Many of these Texans eventually returned to their home state, and this was true of two

Dallas legends, reedman Buster Smith (1904-1991) and pianist Red Garland (1923-1984).

Before resettling in Big D, these men made a profound impact on jazz history, with

Professor Smith, as he was called (see Speaking of Texas, June
2001), serving as a direct influence on Charlie Parker, the

seminal figure in the bebop revolution. But perhaps no other

Dallas musician was so closely associated for such a long

period of time with the careers of major jazzmen as was Red

Garland. The pianist's recorded work with Miles Davis and

John Coltrane, from the mid- to late 1950s, typifies the fun-

damental supporting role that many Texans have played in

jazz, whether or not their style has been identified as Texan.

Red Garland first joined forces with Miles Davis in 1955, some five years after the

trumpeter had moved from bebop to a cooler, more nuanced, and introspective style.

In this regard, Davis moved away from bebop's largely technical exhibitionism, which,
with its sheer speed and number of notes, had left many listeners unable to respond

emotionally. In forming his own quintet (which would eventually include new star tenor

saxophonist John Coltrane), Davis found in Red Garland a pianist whose relaxed

rhythmic sense and expansive chords fit perfectly with the hauntingly intimate sounds

that Davis was beginning to explore. In a series of historic recordings by the Davis

Quintet, Garland not only backed up two of the most daring horn soloists of the 1950s,

but contributed as well his own swinging solos, full of his trademark block chords and

long, single-note runs.

Typical of his role in the Davis Quintet was Garland's comping and soloing on driv-

ing pieces like "I Could Write a Book" and "Bye Bye Blackbird," both from 1956.

After leaving Davis in 1958, Garland would record extensively on his own, forming

groups that sometimes included fellow Texans, among them trumpeter Richard "Notes"

Williams (1931-1985) of Galveston and alto saxophonist-flutist Leo Wright (1933-

1991) of Wichita Falls. If not the innovator that Davis and Coltrane proved to be,
Garland was one of the most influential pianists of his generation. His creative artistry

IIIII

Red Garland (CD cover above, and inset)
was one of the most influential jazz pianists
of his generation.

Tenor saxophonist David "Fathead" Newman,
a contemporary of Red Garland, has pro-
duced a distinguished body of work as both
an accompanist and a bandleader.
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DISTINGUISHING HIMSELF
ON EVERY REED INSTRUMENT
HE PLAYED AND THROUGH
EVERY COMPOSITION HE

PENNED, JIMMY GIUFFRE
BECAME A LEADER IN 1950s

WEST COAST JAZZ, WITH ITS
LOWER-KEY EXUBERANCE.

on the keyboard produced-similar to

the work of Texas saxophonists like

Arnett Cobb (1918-1989) and Illinois -

Jacquet (b. 1922), both of Houston, and

David "Fathead" Newman (b. 1933) of

Dallas-a sound as big and bright as the

wide-open spaces of the Lone Star State. 4
More of an originator than Red Gar-

land and yet another in a long line of

Texas mavericks, Dallas' Jimmy Giuffre -

(b. 1921) stood out early on, distinguish- Jimmy Giuffre played woodwinds with guitarist Jim

ing himself on every reed instrument Hall (left) and bassist Ralph Pera (right).

he played and through every composition he penned. Educated at what is now the

University of North Texas in Denton, Giuffre studied music there before the creation of

the school's nationally famous jazz program (established by Gene Hall of Whitewright).

Like two of his classmates, fellow Dallasites Gene Roland (1921-1982) and Harry

Babasin (1921-1988), Giuffre traveled to Los Angeles, where he became a leader in

1950s West Coast jazz, with its lower-key exuberance. As a member of the Shorty

Rogers Quintet, Giuffre experimented with various new techniques, such as huffing on

his clarinet without vibrating the instrument's reed. He also employed unusual instru-

mental combinations in the groups he formed, like his piano-less quartet and trio, the

latter featuring himself on clarinet, tenor sax, or baritone sax along with guitarist Jim

Hall and bassist Ralph Pena.

Recognized originally for his arrangement entitled "Four Brothers," written in 1947

for the big band of Woody Herman, Giuffre primarily composed for small groups

throughout the 1950s. His greatest success came through his folksy trio composi-

tions, especially "The

Train and the River," a

piece representative of

a down-home approach

that generated a sub-

dued yet pulsing swing

in the best jazz tradition.

If Teagarden, Dorham,

and Giuffre were in-

deed mavericks, Ornette

Coleman (b. 1930) of *

Fort Worth, even though

a latecomer, trumps

them all. Playing a white Over the years, alto saxophonst um; eue uoieman has added the violin
plastic alto saxophone and trumpet to his free-form, harmolodic bag of creativity.
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the work of University or lexas art professor Join Yancey, a mosaic mural entitled Hhapsody, at Last
11th and Waller streets in Austin, celebrates the history of the neighborhood, which has seen perform-
ances by a number of Texas jazz mavericks.

in 1959, he recorded in Los Angeles his second album, presciently entitled The Shape of

Jazz to Come. With this album, Coleman turned the jazz world on its ear with his

unorthodox sound and technique, his odd intervals, piercing saxophone cries, and angu-

lar themes delivered in something of a Texas twang. The "hick" riff-theme in

"Congeniality" was once described by a friend as seeming to say "I'm goin' toooooo

Foat Wuth." On the other hand, tunes like his "Lonely Woman" and "Peace" represent

the deeply probing nature of Coleman's music, which belies any characterization of

the composer-improviser as either a naif or a yokel.

At 73, Coleman continues-when he makes one of his rare public appearances-to

amaze listeners with the originality of his musical conception. Never one to rest on his

laurels, Coleman has tried every imaginable approach, even teaching himself to play the

violin and trumpet in an effort to realize the unique sounds that he has heard in his head

from the beginning of his career.

As a student at Fort Worth's I.M. Terrell High School, he was booted out of the band

for improvising in the middle of a Sousa march. An iconoclast of the first order,
Coleman-whose many Cowtown classmates, including Dewey Redman (b. 1931),
have followed his lead into the Free Jazz movement, or what he calls harmolodics-still

remains the most avant-garde figure in jazz, a position he has held since he began record-

ing 45 years ago.

Yes, from Scott Joplin to Ornette Coleman, America's indigenous art form can truly

be said to bear, in every period of its evolution, a definite Texas stamp. *

ORNETTE COLEMAN REMAINS

THE MOST AVANT-GARDE
FIGURE IN JAZZ, A POSITION
HE HAS HELD SINCE HE

BEGAN RECORDING 45

YEARS AGO.
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JUST PASSING THROUGH Fun finds along the road

Heavenly Treasures IN FAYETTEVILLE By Noreen Stavinoha with Rosemary Williams

W HEN ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Catholic Church in Fayetteville

was built in the 1870s, an oil u
painting of John the Baptist baptizing Jesus

formed the centerpiece of several paintings

that graced the wall behind the altar. __--_

Among the other paintings were repre-

sentations of Sts. Peter and Paul, Sts. Cyril

and Methodius, Our Lady of the Holy

Rosary (Mary giving the rosary to St.

Dominic), and Mary, Queen of Heaven.

To the Moravian immigrants who found-

ed St. John the Baptist, the artworks no

doubt evoked memories of the religious

paintings in their ancestral homeland.

Over the years, with changes to the church's

design, the paintings were gradually replaced

or removed, and after 1969, when a new

church was built, they virtually disappeared

~w ~ Iz _
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Baptist Church in Fayetteville also hung in the original church building. A sixth painting from the same era
hangs above the entrance to the sacristy.

THE LIVING GARDEN
May 1, 2004, 9 am to 5 pm
May 2, 2004, 11 am to 5 pm

Watch nature come to life when The Living
Garden makes its first appearance at a
Texas Garden during this can't-miss event

Da
4,

See stunning performances throughout the
weekend by The Orchid, DiVine, The Rock
and The Fountain. Also enjoy walks and ,
talks each day and a special weekend-Long
children's interactive mural painting activity.

For performance schedule and more
information about this and other spring
events, go to www.wiLdflower.org.

I hd Bird Johnson

WNildflower center
4801 La Crosse Avenue, Austin, Texas 78739
512/292-4200 www.witdflower.org Ofr exe sa32004

*Bring in this ad for $1 off one adult admission

The artworks were forgotten until the

summer of 2002, when Father Jack

Maddux Jr. was assigned to St. John's as

pastor. In the process of rearranging a

room in the rectory, he came upon the

rosary painting of Mary and St. Dominic

behind an old mirrored dresser. Dust-cov-

ered, its colors dulled by time, and the

paint cracked, the painting hardly seemed

worth keeping.

But, to be on the safe side, Father Jack

asked parishioner John Meehan to have

the painting evaluated. John took the can-

vas to Jerry Avera of Allart Framing &

Gallery in Houston. Jerry noted that the

painting bore the signature of one Johann

Ignaz Berger. When he looked up the

name, Jerry learned that Berger was a mas-

ter painter who lived from 1822 to 1901

in Moravia, an ancient region in what is

now the Czech Republic. His paintings
hang in churches all over Eastern Europe.

Jerry knew that he was looking at a very

fine painting that needed restoring, and he

knew just who could do the job: Dr.
Antonio Loro.

On Jerry's recommendation, Father
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Six rediscovered 19th-Century paintings now hang in

Fayetteville's St. John the Baptist Church.

Jack consulted Dr. Loro, a conservator

often recommended by the Museum of Fine

Arts, Houston. Dr. Loro confirmed that (a)

the painting was of museum quality, (b) he

could restore it, and (c) it was a treasure for

both its monetary and its historical value.

Dr. Loro, who has degrees in art, chem-

istry, and conservation science, has taught

nationally and internationally and is affili-

ated with numerous universities. A native

of the small town of Nove, Italy (near

Venice), he is a third-generation restorer,
who began as a child by helping his father.

After sharing all this information with the

Parish Counsel, an excited Father Jack gave

Dr. Loro permission to restore the painting.

The restoration triggered memories in

the older parishioners, and Father Jack was

soon on a quest for as many of the long-

lost paintings as he could find.
Three turned up in the Fayetteville Area

Heritage Museum, then operated by Louis

"Buddy" Polansky, who died last October.

These paintings-of St. John the Baptist

baptizing Jesus, Sts. Peter and Paul, and

Mary, Queen of Heaven-had been stored
for many years in the rafters of a building
adjacent to the church. Buddy Polansky,
whose great-grandparents had donated the
John the Baptist painting to the church in

the 1870s, had recently placed the art-
works in the museum for safekeeping.

Two of those paintings bore Berger's sig-

nature; the depiction of Mary, Queen of

Heaven did not, though the artwork was

executed in Berger's style.

A painting of St. Martin of Tours, also

the work of Johann Ignaz Berger, was

found in the small mission church of St.
Martin, at Warrenton (today, a reproduc-

tion of the original hangs at St. Martin's).

And several months after the discovery of

these artworks, the depiction of Sts. Cyril
and Methodius came back to St. John's
almost miraculously.

"One Sunday morning last June, I was

about to leave church after Mass," says

Jean Muske, a member of the administra-
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give oT tie pairntings were signed oy joliann lgna berger, including epicuous of Peter anu -aui kin) aid Sts.
Cyril and Methodius (right), who were brothers. Cyril and Methodius were missionaries in 9th-Century Moravia.
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tive staff at St. John's. "Father Francis, a

visiting priest, called me over to meet two

women visitors who had attended Mass

that day. 'These ladies have a picture to tell

you about,' Father said. 'Actually, it's a

painting,' said one of the women.

"A painting! My heart nearly stopped,"

says Jean. "We walked to their van, and

there it was: the painting of Sts. Cyril and

Methodius that had hung in the church all

those years ago. These wonderful women,
Maria Kanova of Brookshire and Priscilla

Young of Rosenberg, had brought the

painting back to St. John's, and all they

asked for in return was help in removing it

from their van! We were ecstatic."

After recovering the trio of paintings

safeguarded in the museum and obtaining

the St. Martin of Tours artwork, the parish

now had another four valuable artworks

that needed extensive cleaning and repair.

Restoring the first painting had proved

expensive, so when the matter of working

on four more was broached, some mem-

102 1 5 FM 762

Richmond, TX 77469
(30 miles from Houston)

www.georgeranch .org
281-343-0218*281-545-9212

bers of St. John's thought it might be wiser
to sell them (even unrestored, they were
worth a substantial sum) and put the
money to use in the parish.

The parish invited Dr. Loro to come and
share his views with the congregation.
"Money is transitory," he told parish-
ioners, "but these paintings are irreplace-

able treasures." He added, "It is rare to
find paintings of this caliber, even one at a
time. To be given the opportunity to
restore a set like this is truly a momentous

privilege." In the end, the congregation

supported the additional four restorations,
and at a later date, approved the restora-

tion of the newly returned painting of Sts.

Cyril and Methodius.
Dr. Loro and his team meticulously and

painstakingly restored each painting, ex-
cept the depiction of Mary, Queen of

Heaven, which he deemed too deteriorated

to restore in the traditional sense. So much

paint had been lost that much of the

image had to be (continued on page 64)

119305

TEXA S
H I G H W A Y S

READER SERVICE GUIDE TO ADVERTISERS
(Reader service numbers are in red.)

1. ABILENE CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 6

2. ABILENE COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT, pg. 6

3. ABILENE ZOO, pg. 6
4. AMBASSADOR ABILENE HOTEL, pg. 6

5. AUSTIN CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 10

6. BANDERA, TEXAS, pg. 65

7. BOB BULLOCK TEXAS STATE HISTORY MUSEUM, pg. 15

8. BUFFALO GAP HISTORIC VILLAGE, pg. 6

9. CEDAR PARK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, pg. 68

10. CHOICE HOTELS, pg. 7

11. CORPUS CHRISTI CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 8

12. DENTON CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 12

13. EL PASO CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 17

14. ENNIS CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 71

15. FORT BEND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, pg. 14

16. FRONTIER TEXAS!, pg. 6

17. GALVESTON ISLAND CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 16

18. GEORGE RANCH HISTORICAL PARK, pg. 60

19. CITY OF GEORGETOWN, pg. 14

20. GONZALES, TEXAS, pg. 60

21. GRAHAM CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 16

22. CITY OF HENDERSON-TOURISM DEPARTMENT, pg. 66

23. THE GRACE MUSEUM, pg. 6

24. GREATER HOUSTON CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 5

25. HUNTSVILLE CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 70

26. KERRVILLE CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 6

27. LADY BIRD JOHNSON WILDFLOWER CENTER, pg. 58
28. LAREDO CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 11

29. LEWISVILLE CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 67
30. LIVINGSTON TRADE DAYS, pg. 64

31. LONGVIEW CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 70

32. MALL OF ABILENE, pg. 6

33. McKINNEY TOURISM SERVICES, pg. 59

34. McNAY ART MUSEUM, pg. 13

35. GREATER NEW BRAUNFELS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, pg. 15

36. NORTH EAST TEXAS TOURISM COUNCIL, pg. 64

37. THE OFFICIAL TEXAS STATE ARTS AND CRAFTS FAIR, pg. 67
38. PARIS CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 69

39. PLANO CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 69

40. PORT ARANSAS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE/TOURIST BUREAU,

pg. 68

41. SAN ANTONIO MUSEUM OF ART, pg. 13

42. SOUTH PADRE ISLAND CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 3

43. TEXAS HILL COUNTRY RIVER REGION, pg. 8

44. TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION, pg. 4

45. TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION UCENSE PLATES,

inside front cover
46. TEXAS STATE PARKS, THE NEW ANNUAL STATE PARKS PASS,

inside back cover

47. THE VICTORIAN CONDO-HOTEL, pg. 65

48. VILLAGE OF SALADO, pg. 59

49. WACO CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, pg. 66

60 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2004

Out here, history's alive
every day from 9 to 5

S [~ ] F2C \i7PARK -

.



To request more information from

the advertisers in this issue, use

the cards at right, or log on to

www.texashighways.com.

You can learn more about

advertised:

" Destinations

" Events

" Lodging

" Texas Products
*And more!

It's easy. Simply locate the red

reader service number to the

left of the advertiser's name, and

circle the corresponding number

on the card at right-you can

request information from as

many advertisers as you wish.

Provide your name and address,

and mail the postage-paid card

back today. Or log on to

www.texashighways.com and

request more information online.

Product Orders!

Order from our line of Texas-themed

products. We offer unique, well-

made products that beautifully

reflect the Lone Star State ...

and your good taste.

To order by phone, call

1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Mon-Fri 7am-10pm Central
Sat 8:30am-5pm Central

VISA * MasterCard * Discover

Or visit

www.texashighways.com

THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS

EXAkS
H I G H W A Y S

www.texashighways.com

Please circle the numbers below that match the red numbers on the Advertiser Guide to the left.

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66

Please print FREE
Name

ADVERTISING
Address

IN FO R MAT I0 N
City State Zip

Card expires 10/1/04 040401

PIU NIE R AEL MAG AZINE OF TE AS

H I G H W A Y S
www.texashighways.com

Please circle the numbers below that match the red numbers on the Advertiser Guide to the left.

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66

Please print

Name

Address

City

Card expires 10/1/04

H IG H WAY S

COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER
Name

Street Address

city State Zip

Daytime Phone Number ( )

(In case we have any questions regarding your order.)

FREE
ADVERTISING
IN FO R MATIO N

040401

Product Order Form
-I Check or money order enclosed(payable to Texas Highways)
Charge my: D VISA

card number

Expiration date

Signature

Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total

Product Total

Shipping & Handling (see ad for chart)

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).

TOTAL

Product order
must include
payment.

Credit card
orders are
also accepted
by phone.

4D4P

State Zip



NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY

IF MAILED
IN THE

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 418 NAPLES FL

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

TEXAS HIGHWAYS MAGAZINE
PO BOX 10879
NAPLES FL 34101-6832

I .. I mI.I.llI.m..I.II*I*I..Ilm*.II.l.II

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY

IF MAILED
IN THE

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 418 NAPLES FL

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

TEXAS HIGHWAYS MAGAZINE
PO BOX 10879
NAPLES FL 34101-6832

hill liii mmlil 1 1 mlI -ll- II-1. .

It's as easy as 1-2-3 to order products by mail:

1. Fill out the order form on the reverse side.

2. Remember to include your payment.

3. Enclose in an envelope and mail to:
Texas Highways
PO Box 149233
Austin, Texas 78714-9233

=
LU

11Ill



Texas Highways products are

Burst of Blooms T-shirt
100% preshrunk, heavyweight cotton,
screen-printed
Sizes: S
#38114

Texas Wildflc
Features 145 Te
Heavy, glossy st
Includes a key t
Size: 18" x 24"
#32178.......$2

rytt - yra' p Q'

TI

,M, L, XL, XXL

....... $17.95

wers Poster
xas wildflowers

ock
o flower names

AA

0.00 _

Burst of Blooms
S 4 ,Tote Bag

100% cotton, screen-printed
Size: 14" x 14/2"

#37111.......$16.95

till:
- back

Texas Beauties Coffee Mug
Hand-painted stoneware made in Texas
Microwave and dishwasher safe
Holds 13 ounces
#37112.......$12.95

Blue

Wildflowers of Texas Puzzle
1,000 pieces

Size: 21" A 30"

#37105.......$16.95 -- *9f

front

bonnet Note Cards
10 cards, 10 envelopes,

5 cards each of 2 images
Size: 6" x 4%"

#35131.......$12.00

A Texas Highways
exclusive item

Texas Cooking-
It's A Whole Other Cuisine!
90 pages, 9" x 111/4", full color throughout,
136 recipes, hardcover

#36128......,A2%S Our Price $24.95

THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS
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Texas Music T-Shirt
100% preshrunk cotton
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

#38113.......$17.95

tzxawV

The Handbook of
Texas Music
393 pages, 83/" x 11",

130 black-and-white
photographs, indexed

by subject and authnr,

pap;ra #69

rf #36129.......$24.95

Wildflowers at Sunset Print
Size: 24" x 20"
#32148.......$11.95

$

SI',

Springtime in Texas Note Cards
Featuring 39 wildflowers
Includes a key to flower names
8 cards, 8 envelopes Size: 6 /2" x 4 /2"

#35134.......$10.00

Wildflowers of Texas-
Portfolio of Note Cards
12 cards, 12 envelopes, 3 each of 4 images

Size: 4/2" x 5/2"

#35136....$11.95

'2

Off the Beaten Path
A Guide to Unique Places

320 pages, 5/2" x 8/2", maps, black-and-

white illustrations, paperback

#36123.......$13.95

Brilliant Bouquet Apron
50% cotton/50% polyester

Adjustable length

#38107.......$18.95

To order by phone, call 1-800-839-4997Shop online at www.texashighways.com
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Texas Lone Star T-Shirt
Short sleeves, 100% preshrunk cotton
Available in 2 colors

Color: Navy shirt with
sandstone emblem
Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL
#38111.......$17.95

Color: Olive shirt with
sandstone emblem
Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL
#38112.......$17.95

Birds of Texas Texas Lone Star Cap
Smithsonian Handbooks . .Color: Khaki with navy emblem and bill
576 pages, 5 7

/a" x 83 a", ~Adjustable Velcro strap
600+ species,
color photographs #38110.......$15.95

& illustrations, paperback

#36124...$22.95

fi0

The Texas Golf Bible
800 pages, 5 1 2" x 8 ",
900 courses, 43U critics,

mileage tables, lists of
Texas golf organizations,

and Web sites, paperback

#36130.......$26.95
back

front

Davy Crockett Mug
Ceramic
Color: Blue and white
Holds 16 ounces
#37113.......$10.95

A Texas Highways
exclusive item

Texas Flag Mug
Ceramic
Holds 15 ounces
#37115.......$9.95

THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS

T S
H I G H W A Y S

Mun-Fri 7 am-10 pm, Sat 8:30 am--5 pm Central ine

RDS
w fS

TEXA-,
GOLF
BIBLE

Up to $15.00 ............ $5.50 $110.01 to $135.00 ........ $14.25
$15.01 to $25.00 ........ $6.50 $135.01 to $160.00 ........ $16.75
$25.01 to $50.00 ........ $8.50 $160.01 to $200.00 ........ $18.00
$50.01 to $80.00 ....... $10.50 $200.01 and over .......... $20.00
$80.01 to $110.00 ...... $12.25

Shipping prices are per each address. Please allow up to 2 weeks for regular U.S.
delivery. Add $10.00 for Express Handling (delivery within 3 business days after
receipt of your order). Express Handling is not available for post office addresses
or outside the U.S.
For orders delivered outside the U.S., please add $12.00 to the U.S. S&H prices.
International shipping times vary.

SALES TAX
For all deliveries in Texas, please add 8.25% sales tax to total order (products + S&H)
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The painting of St. John the Baptist and Jesus, with
its ornate, tabernacle-style frame, provides inspiration
as Father Jack Maddux Jr. ministers to parishioners.

(continued from page 60) reconstructed

and overpainted. In fact, the image was on

the brink of losing even more definition

and paint. To prevent this, the restorers

treated the painting with conditioners to

return some pliability. They then infused

beeswax from the back to reattach the pig-

ments. After completing this stabilization

process, they cleaned the painting and cre-

ated inlays that brought

areas lacking pigment up to ST. JOHN THE

the level of the original paint. St., Fayetteville
378-2277. M~

Finally, they re-created miss- 6 pm Wed 7

ing areas, and varnished the (first Fri. 7 p.rr

painting to protect it. Texas 159, op
Meanwhile, the church 378-2210. Fo

commissioned Jerry Avera Chamber of C
to help decide on frames for or 888/575-4
the treasures. After studying Fayette Count
the old frames carefully and the "Painted
determining that their res- mannsville (S

toration would cost more High Hill (St.

than building new ones, he Mary), the bui

took on the task of designing lenburg. You c

new frames and overseeing Schulenburg

their construction. 4514; www.sc

The basswood frame-six Jerry Avera is

feet wide by 11 feet long and www.allartfram

weighing 600 pounds-cre- wife, Gretchen

ated for the painting of John ration, 1612

the Baptist is in the "taber- artrestoration.

vii' 4

=> - .. - v

Schulenburg freelance writer NOREEN STAVINOHA
gives guided tours of Fayette County's famous Painted
Churches. This is her first article for Texas Highways.

BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH, 209 E. Bell
, opens from daylight to dusk; call 979/

ass is held Sat 6 p.m., Sun 10 a.m., Tue
p.m., Thu 7:30 a.m., and most Fridays 7:30 a.m.
.). The Fayetteville Area Heritage Museum, just off

ens Fri 2-4, Sat 10-noon, and Sat-Sun 2-4; call 979/
r information about the area, contact the Fayetteville
ommerce, 202 W. Main St., 78940; 979/378-4021
4553; www.fayettevilletx.com.

y is also home to four Catholic churches known as
Churches" for their distinctive interiors. Located in Am-
t. John the Baptist), Dubina (Sts. Cyril & Methodius),
Mary's), and Praha (Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Tidings stand just off farm-to-market roads near Schu-
an arrange guided tours of the churches through the
hamber of Commerce, 618 N. Main St.; 979/743-
hulenburgchamber.org.

with Allart Framing & Gallery, 2635 Revere, Houston;
ing.com; 713/526-3631. Dr. Antonio Loro and his
operate St. Mark Fine Art Conservation and Resto-

W. Alabama St., Houston; 713/526-2302; www.loro
com.
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nacle" style popular in the 13th Century.

With columns, pediments, and friezes at

both the top and bottom, the frame includes

carved Christian symbols, such as the cross

and the Chi-Rho (or Greek XP, a mono-
gram of the name Christ). The other five

frames bear simpler designs, but all are hand

carved and gilded with 22-karat gold leaf.
Last summer, when it came time to hang

the signature painting of St. John the Baptist

baptizing Jesus, the effort required the work

of 10 men, who hoisted the magnificent art-
work above the church altar. The other

paintings soon followed, as workers hung

them in historically accurate positions, guid-

ed by old photographs. Parishioners first

viewed their church's beautifully restored

treasures in place on August 31, 2003.
"It is a real mystery how God uses each

one of us to do His work," says Father Jack.

"I had a small part to play in helping bring

these paintings back into the sanctuary of

our church-yet so many others helped dur-

ing this process. When I watch visitors casu-

ally enter the church and then see the paint-
ings, it is obvious that they are awestruck

the moment they see the beauty. Seeing their

reaction makes it all worthwhile."



A roundup of next month's events Fun Forecast

MAY 2004
S M T W T F S

1

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

1
EL PASO

Santa Fe Opera
915/532-7273

MIDLAND
Lone Star Brass
432/ 563-0921

ODESSA
Brand New Opree
432/580-3177

Quarter Horse Show
432/381-3812

VAN HORN
Cinco de Mayo Celebration

432/283-2682 or
866/424-6939

2
EL PASO

Victorian Tea Party
915/533-5147

ODESSA
Lone Star Brass
432/563-0921

2, 7-8
ODESSA

The Merry Wives of Windsor
432/580-3177

4
MIDLAND

Chorale Spring Concert
432/563-0921

6
ODESSA

Chorale Spring Concert
432/563-0921

7-8
MIDLAND

Barbecue & Chili Cookoff
432/664-4000

7-9
PRESIDIO
Trail Ride

432/229-3416

7-8, 13-15, 20-23
ODESSA

A Flea in Her Ear
432/550-5456

7-29
MIDLAND

The Gin Game
432/682-4111

8
FORT STOCKTON

Cinco de Mayo
432/336-8385

ODESSA
Musicfest

432/337-1492

8-9
ODESSA

Arts & Crafts Show
432/366-3541

9
EL PASO

Timeless Treasures
915/566-1742

MIDLAND
Manhattan Rhythm Kings

432/620-0033

13
EL PASO

Spring Festival of Dance
505/874-2844

MIDLAND
Preservation Hall Jazz Band

432/685-4526

14-16
MIDLAND

Celebration of the Arts
432/687-1149

15
EL PASO

Safari Nights Gala at the Zoo
915/532-8156

ODESSA
Barrel Racing

432/381-3812

15-16
EL PASO

Mexico Peque3to
915/328-8932

ODESSA
Depression Era

Glass & Collectibles Show
432/580-5800

or 332-0851

2 1-23
EL PASO

West Side Story
915/845-4459

28-30
MARFA

Wings & Wheels
800/667-WING

31
MIDLAND

CAF Memorial Day Ceremony
432/563-1000

1
ALVIN

Frontier Day Festival/Carnival
281/331-3131

BEAUMONT
(began Apr 29)

YMBL Championship Rodeo
409/832-9991

CORPUS CHRISTI
Botanical Gardens
& Nature Center
Orchid Workshop
361/852-2100

CROSBY
Southern Blues Festival

281/471-5060

CRYSTAL BEACH
Texas Crab Festival

Golf Tournament
409/684-3345

or 684-1600

DICKINSON
Arbor Day Celebration

281/337-6293

GALVESTON
May Day Celebration

409/737-1222

IN FUN FORECAST, we provide events and tele-
phone numbers for next month, so that you'll have
additional time to plan your outings.
SOMETIMES DATES CHANGE after the magazine is

printed. Before you drive miles to an event, con-
firm the date by Calling the number listed next to
the festivity or by contacting the local chamber of
commerce.
FOR FREE ROUTING ASSISTANCE or details on any
destination in Texas, call 800/452-9292 toll-free
from anywhere in the United States and Canada,
any day between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Central Time.
A travel counselor at one of the state's Travel Infor-
mation Centers will be on the line to provide travel
information, send brochures, and advise you of any
emergency road conditions.

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT AN EVENT for Fun
Forecast, please send the information to Fun
Forecast, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin
78714-1009; fax 512/486-5879. Submit infor-
mation at least three full months before the first
of the month in which the event will take plaCe (for

example, by May 1 for August festivities). Space
is limited, so we may not
be able to print every
event. For a quarterly,
more detailed
schedule of
events, write for a
free Texas Events
Calendar, Box 149249,
Austin 78714-9249.

Texas Highways' Web site, www.texashighways.com, includes an expanded Fun Forecast that gives

descriptions of the events.

CBANYA
COWBOY CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

Saddle up and ride to the beautiful Texas Hill
Where The Fun Never gets.

Country
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1
HARLINGEN

Jackson Street
Market Days

956/423-9617

HOUSTON
Dance Theater

Workshop
713/227-4772

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Rio Grande Valley
Red Chili & Salsa

Cookoff
956/772-9305

Sandy Cup
Golf Tournament
956/761-4412

1-2
GALVESTON

Cinco de Mayo
Celebration

409/770-7731

Spirit of Flight
Air Show &
Walkabout

409/740-7722

HARLINGEN
(began Apr 30)

Father of the Bride
956/412-7529

HOUSTON
Cactus & Succulent

Show
713/436-1734

St Jude's Trail Ride
& Barbecue Cookoff

281/890-5500

SEABROOK
Wooden Keels

& Classic Wheels
281/474-2511

1-2
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

SPI Windsurf Blowout
800/767-2373

VICTORIA
Garden Tour

361/575-8007
or 573-5277

1-2, 7-9
SPRING

(began Apr 30)
Texas Crawfish & Music Festival

713/863-9994

1-2, 8-9
GALVESTON

Historic Homes Tour
409/765-7834

1, 7, 9, 12, 15
HOUSTON

The Barber of Seville
713/228-6737 or

800/626-7372

2
GROVES

Garden Tour
409/962-9656

2, 5, 8, 11, 14, 16
HOUSTON
Turandot

713/228-6737 or
800/626-7372

3
CORPUS CHRISTI

MS Walk
713/526-8967

4-9
HOUSTON

Stomp
713/227-4772

6-9
PORT ARANSAS

Redfish Cup Tournament
800/45-COAST

PORT NECHES
Thunder on the Neches

Boat Races
409/722-9154

7-9
CRYSTAL BEACH

Texas Crab Festival
409/684-3345 or

800/386-7863

8
ALVIN

Cinco de Mayo
281/331-1013

12-JUN 20
HOUSTON

Convenience
713/527-0123

14-15
GALVESTON

Wild Game & Barbecue Cookoff
409/762-6676

14-16
HOUSTON

Highland Games
& Celtic Festival
281/498-5746

INGLESIDE
Round Up Days
361/776-2906

LAKE JACKSON
Picture Brazosport

Photo Contest
888/477-2505

PASADENA
Strawberry Festival

281/991-9500

14-17, 21-23
BROWNSVILLE
Wait Until Dark

956/542-8900

14-16, 20-22, 27-29
VICTORIA
Gods pell

361/576-6277

15
CORPUS CHRISTI

Wildlife Mythology
& Legends

361/852-2100

VICTORIA
Market Day

361/572-2767

15-16
PORT ARANSAS

Anglers on Wheels
210/637-8316

RICHMOND
George Ranch

Farming & Heritage Festival
281/343-0218

or 545-9121

16
BROWNSVILLE
Pedal to Padre!
956/541-9712

HOUSTON
Gulf Coast GTO Car Show

281/890-5500

LA PORTE
Monumental VW Bug Bash

281/421-2475
or 479-2431

21
HOUSTON

DanceBrazil
713/227-4772

21
VICTORIA

Country Opry
361/552-9347

22
ALVIN

Chamber Classic
Car & Bike Show
281/331-3944

27, 29-30, JUN 4-6
HOUSTON

Houston Ballet:
A Balanchine
Celebration

713/227-ARTS or
800/828-ARTS

28-29
ALVIN

Frontier Day
Cookoff

281/585-4013

28-30
CORPUS CHRISTI

Fun Run
Car Show

361/993-3839

28-JUN 20
GALVESTON

The Odd Couple
409/763-4591

29
ROCKPORT

Festival of Wines
361/729-1271

29-30
GALVESTON

Galveston Ballet
409/765-1894 or
800/821-1894

29-30
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Memorial Day Weekend

Volleyball
956/761-1235

1
BLANCO

Old Courthouse Gala
830/833-2211

FREDERICKSBURG
Native Scapes

Garden Tour
830/685-3811

HENLY
Founders Day

512/459-6398

KERRVILLE
(began Apr 30)

Roundup Art Stampede
830/896-2553

KYLE
Arts & Crafts Day
512/396-2054

Kite Fest
512/268-5341

MARBLE FALLS
Howdy-Roo

Chili Cookoff
830/693-2106

SAN MARCOS
(began Apr 29)

Viva!
Cinco de Mayo

888/200-5620

WIMBERLEY
Market Day

512/847-2201

Y ~80O-WACU-FU u
SVwww.wacocvb.com

visitus~wacocvb.com

Exit 1-35 in Waco, a full

service rest stop that will fill

you up with history at the Texas

Ranger Museum, with adventure at

our award-winning Cameron Park Zoo,
011

with homemade soda at the original

Dr Pepper Museum, and with hospitality

when you stay the night at one of our

quaint B&Bs or hotels.

And, oh yes, we can fill
up your tank, too!

where histerg is alive" -

4

* V
"

310 E MAIN STREET HENDERSON. TEXAS 75652
WWW. HERITAGEHOUSEOFHENDERSON.COU

903-657-4797

JORDAN'S PLANT
FARM & GIFTSHOP

iar
A unique shopping experience, with old west

* charmand down home country attitude.
Open seven days a week, 7523 State Hwy 42 South,

Henderson, Texas. Phone 800-635-1147

For Free Visitor Brochure Call City of
Henderson - Tourism Department

at 866.650.5529

4
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1-2
AUSTIN

The Living Garden
512/292-4200

Old Pecan Street
Spring Arts Festival

512/441-9015

COMFORT
Antiques Show
830/995-3670

SAN MARCOS
Heritage Home Tours/

Tours of Distinction
888/200-5620

UVALDE
(began Apr 30)

Run for Your Wife
830/278-4184

1-5
AUSTIN

Cinco de Mayo Festival
512/867-1999

2
BANDERA

St. Stanislaus Parish
Festival

830/460-4712

FREDERICKSBURG
Maifest Spring Concert

830/997-1966

ROUND ROCK
Cinco de Mayo Celebration

512/255-8662

SONORA
Cinco de Mayo Festival

325/387-2880

6-9
MARBLE FALLS

Carnival in the Park
830/693-2815

7-8
FREDERICKSBURG
Inter-Tribal Powwow

830/997-8925
or 990-9382

7-29
ROUND ROCK

Don't Dress for Dinner
512/244-0440

8
BURNET

Market Day
512/756-4297

CASTROVILLE
Market Trail Day
830/741-5887

FREDERICKSBURG
Founders Day

Festival
830/997-2835

St. Joseph's Hall
Concert

830/997-0212

GEORGETOWN
Market Day

512/868-8675

KERRVILLE
Second Saturday

Art Trail
830/896-0646

WIMBERLEY
Jacobs Well

Spring Art & Music
Festival

512/847-8965

8-9
BOERNE

Market Days
830/249-5530

9
GRUENE

Gospel Brunch
with a Texas Twist
830/629-5077
or 606-1601

NEW BRAUNFELS
Mid-Texas Symphony

830/629-0336

11-23
AUSTIN

Zoot Suit
512/472-2901

12
NEW BRAUNFELS

Comal Country Music
Show

830/629-4547

13
WIMBERLEY

Ptarmigan Celtic Band
512/847-7954

14-15
NEW BRAUNFELS

Southwest Regional
Fly-In

830/997-8802

14-16
AUSTIN

Cinderella
512/476-2163

GOLDTHWAITE
Cowpokes for Kids

Trail Ride
325/938-5518

15
BANDERA
RiverFest

830/796-9197

15
BARTLETT

Market Day
254/527-3111

BLANCO
Barbecue Cookoff, Rodeo
& Motorcycle Poker Run

830/833-5101

Market Day/Classic Car Show
830/833-5101

DRIPPING SPRINGS
Legends of Texas Swing

Music Festival
512/826-4707

15-16
AUSTIN

Bonsai Show
512/266-2655

GRUENE
Old Gruene Market Days

830/832-1721

19
KYLE

Music Fest
512/268-5341

2 1-22
NEW BRAUNFELS

Wein & Saengerfest
830/608-2100

21-23
FREDERICKSBURG

Lone Star Street Rod
State Run

936/344-8710

22
FREDERICKSBURG

Fredericksburg Saturday Night:
American Music in the

Texas Hill Country
830/997-2835

V d Go a round on America's greatest holes at Tour 18 Dallas, or step into the
rich Scottish heritage at The Tribute Golf Club and you'll have played the
best 36 holes of golf in the world. These premiere facilities, matched with
the award-winning and unique offerings from the Golf Club at Castle Hills,
nearby Bridlewood, or one of the other nine challenging courses within 15
miles of the Lewisville hotel zone, make it worth the drive.

For fun days and fairways, you're on the right course.

For great golf packages, year-round specials and online tee time booking,
visit our website at www.visitlewisville.com

LEWISVILLE

551 N. Valley Parkway
Lewisville, Texas 75067

800.657.9571
972.436.9571

74

K E R R V I L L E
May 28-31, 2004

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

- Crafts

A JURIED FINE ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW A.

Original Texas
Fine Arts & Crafts

Food Music
Kids Activities An RV Show

Fun for the Whole Family
1'

II

Friday Preview Evening
with wine tasting

and ConCert: 4-8 pm
Saturday: 10-8 pm
Sunday: 10-8 pm
Monday: 10-4 pm

aivission

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH OUR
WEBSITE, TELEPHONE OR AT THE GATE.

Mail: TACEF -'

P. 0. Box 291527
Kerrville, TX
78029-1527

Phone: 888-335-1455
Web: WWW.tacef.org

to order tickets, review
artists' work & scheduled events.

Getting to the Fair

Great New Site - River Star Arts &
Event Park on Hwy. 27E, 3 miles past

SChreiner University. Just follow the
signs in town. RV show is adjacent

to the park. Plenty of parking
and shuttles are available.

I
1

Texas Arts < Crafts
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
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Texa5 Sand Fe5t
APRIL 2-4, 2004
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22
KYLE

Hunter Road Market Day
512/396-2054

SAN MARCOS
Texas Natural

& Western Swing Festival
512/393-8430 or

888/200-5620

27-JUN 13
KERRVILLE

Kerrville Folk Festival
830/257-3600 or

800/435-8429

28-29
FREDERICKSBURG

Heritage Fest
830/997-2350

28-30
BANDERA

Cowboy Capital
PRCA Rodeo

830/796-7207

WIMBERLEY
Star of the Hills
512/847-6969

28-31
FORT McKAVETT

Guided Tours
325/396-2358

KERRVILLE
Texas State

Arts & Crafts Fair
830/896-5711

29
BANDERA

Funtier Day Parade
830/796-3045 or

800/364-3833

GOLDTHWAITE
Central Texas Country Fare

325/648-3356

LEAKEY
Friends of the

Real County Library
Cowboy Breakfast
830/232-5199

29-30
BANDERA

Arts & Crafts Show
830/796-3045 or
800/364-3833

ROUND ROCK
Fiesta Amistad
512/918-5304

29-31
BANDERA

Hill Country
State Natural Area

Partners Spring Ride
830/796-4413 or
210/854-3848

31
FREDERICKSBURG

Memorial Day Program
830/997-4379

ABILENE
Original Team Roping

325/677-4376

LUBBOCK
Iris Show

806/797-6913

1-2
ABILENE

(began Apr 30)
Cinco de Mayo

Celebration
325/676-8975

1-2
GRAHAM

Vintage Auto
Spring Fever Tour
940/549-2783

WICHITA FALLS
Wrangler

Barrel Racing Classic
940/855-8999

2
VERNON

Musicians Club Musicale
940/552-2082

4-JUN 30
MIAMI

Playas... Gems of the Plains
806/868-3291

6-9
ABILENE

Western Heritage Classic
325/677-4376

7
SAN ANGELO

Cactus Jazz Series
325/653-6793

7-8
ELECTRA

Goat Barbecue
940/495-3577

7-9
POST

Old Mill Trade Days
806/495-3529 or
866/433-OMTD

7-8, 13-18, 22-24, 29-31
SAN ANGELO

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
325/949-4400

8
WICHITA FALLS
KFDX Kidsfest
940/691-0003

12-15
VERNON

Santa Rosa Palomino Club
Parade & Rodeo
940/552-5444

14
ABILENE

Take Me Back to the West
325/673-2300

14-15
BLUEGROVE
Quilt Show

940/895-3731

SANTA ANNA
Funtier Days

325/348-3535

THROCKMORTON
World Championship

Rocky Mountain Oyster Fry
940/849-3170

or 849-4671

14-16
SAN ANGELO

U.S. Team Roping
Championships
325/653-7785

West Texas
Boys Ranch Saturday/

Bluegrass Festival
325/949-1936

15
ALBANY

Art Carnival
325/762-2269

BRONTE
Fort Chadbourne Days

325/743-2555

15
GRAHAM

Art Splash on the Square
800/256-4844 or
866/549-0401

MINERAL WELLS
Wildflower Bicycle Tour

940/328-1171

STRAWN
Jamboree

254/672-5622

15-16
ABILENE

Garden Tour
325/698-1768

Team Roping
325/677-4376

AMARILLO
Tascosa Bicycle Classic

800/692-1338

21-23
ABILENE

Cowboy Nationals
Barrel Racing

325/677-4376

BUFFALO GAP
Barbecue Dinner Theatre

325/572-3365
or 572-5211

22
QUITAQUE

Wildflowers of
the Rolling Plains
806/455-1492

SLATON
South Plains Air Show

806/828-4664

WICHITA FALLS
Original Team Roping

940/716-5500

22-23
COLORADO CITY
Prospectors Hunt
325/728-3575

WICHITA FALLS
Arts & Crafts Show

915/263-7690

28-30
QUANAH

Pump Boys & Dinettes
940/663-2248

30-JUN 1
VERNON

High School Rodeo
940/552-5474

31
ABILENE

Team Roping
325/677-4376

VERNON
VFW Memorial Day

Ceremony
940/552-9198

1
DAYTON

FFA Rodeo & Stock Show
Parade

936/258-2510

HEMPHILL
Mayfest

409/787-3300

Western Day
Rodeo & Parade
409/787-1421

HUNTSVILLE
Airing of the Quilts
936/295-2150

1
NEW BOSTON

Trade Day
903/628-2581

TYLER
Spring Home Garden Tour

903/535-0885

1-2
HUNTSVILLE

(began Apr 30)
General Sam Houston

Folk Festival
936/294-1832

JEFFERSON
(began Apr 28)

Diamond Bessie
Murder Trial

903/665-2672 or
800/490-7270

(began Apr 30)
Historic Pilgrimage
& Spring Festival

903/665-2672 or
888/467-3529

Battle of Port Jefferson
Civil War Reenactment

888/467-3529

LIVINGSTON
St. Joseph's

Catholic Church
Bazaar

936/967-8385
or 377-4638

NACOGDOCHES
Multicultural Festival

936/564-7807

1, 8, 15, 22, 29
SHENANDOAH

Music on the Plaza
at Portofino

800/207-9463

5
HUNTSVILLE

Cinco de Mayo
936/295-0223

5-8
JASPER

Lions Club Rodeo
409/384-2555

6-8
CROCKETT

Lions Club PRCA Rodeo
936/546-2265

DAYTON
FFA Rodeo & Stock Show

936/258-2510

7-8
TEXARKANA

Big Bass Classic
903/793-3151

8
CONROE

Manhattan Rhythm Kings
936/441-7469

KIRBYVILLE
Texas Country Music

Show
409/423-5744

TYLER
Komen Race for the Cure

903/561-6375

8-9
JEFFERSON

Port of Jefferson
Rod Run & Car Show
903/665-2672 or
888/467-3529

13-15
HENDERSON

Vietnam Veterans Reunion
903/898-2933
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13-16
QUEEN CITY

Carver Bluegrass Festival
903/750-7774

14-16
LIVINGSTON
Trade Days

936/327-3656

TYLER
Market Center
903/595-2223

15
CONROE
Guy Clark

936/539-4167

GILMER
Cherokee Rose Festival

903/843-2413

15-16
TYLER

Edom Art Fair
903/595-1001

16
GILMER

Cherokee Rose Trail Ride
903/843-2413

21
CONROE

Celebrity Pops Concert
936/760-2144

29
HUGHES SPRINGS
Tribute to Veterans

903/835-1620

KIRBYVILLE
Veterans Memorial Day Program

409/423-3667

MINEOLA
Classic Horseshoe Tournament

903/569-5604

1
ATHENS

Cinco de Mayo Festival
903/264-9622

or 676-2277

BELLVILLE
Bellville Heritage Gathering

877/558-RAIL

BRENHAM
Ice Cream Festival
888/273-6426

CLEBURNE
Cinco de Mayo

Parade & Celebration
817/641-8644

COLLEGE STATION
Walk America

979/846-3740

COOPER
Wildflowers of the
Blackland Prairie
903/395-3100

DENTON
Cinco de Mayo
940/349-8285

GLEN ROSE
May Day Ride the Rim

254/897-2960

GRAND PRAIRIE
Cinco de Mayo

Celebration
972/237-8100

GRAPEVINE
Country Legends Show

817/481-8733

IRVING
Las Colinas

Symphony Orchestra
972/580-1566

LA GRANGE
Fly-In

979/242-4056

MIDLOTHIAN
Spring Fling

972/723-8600

ROCKDALE
First Saturday
Market Day

512/446-2030

ROXTON
Hogwaller Festival
903/346-3345

SHERMAN
Sherman Symphony

Orchestra
903/813-2251

YORKTOWN
First Saturday

Traders Market
361/564-2661

1-2
BELTON

Sami Show
512/441-7133

GRAPEVINE
Arts & Crafts Show

940/497-4197

PLANO
MS 150

Red River Challenge
Bicycle Tour

713/526-8967

RICHARDSON
Cottonwood Art Festival

972/744-4580

TEMPLE
Central Texas Air Show

254/298-5770
or 298-5350

WACO
Gem & Mineral Show

254/750-5810
or 756-2537

1-2, 5-9
PLANO

(began Apr 29)
The Shape of Things

972/881-5100
or 881-5809

1,4
DALLAS

Arts & Letters Live
214/922-1219

1-2, 6-9, 13-16
DENTON

(began Apr 30)
The Foreigner

940/382-1915
or 382-7014

1, 8, 22
CEDAR HILL

Blooms of Spring
972/291-5940

or 291-3900

1, 6-9, 13-15, 21-23
DALLAS

Dallas Symphony Orchestra
214/692-0203

1, 8, 15, 22, 29
STEPHENVILLE

Cross Timbers Country Opry
254/965-4132

2
FORT WORTH

Krystian Zimerman
817/335-9000

4
BRENHAM

Flower Show
979/421-9212
or 836-9074

4-9
FORT WORTH
The Full Monty

817/212-4280

PLANO
Performance Art Project

972/881-5100
or 881-5809

5-8
STEPHENVILLE
Cowboy Capital

Walk of Fame Celebration
& PRCA Rodeo
254/965-5313

5-9
COLLEGE STATION

NJCAA
Women's Tennis
Championships
979/680-0124

6-8
BRUCEVILLE

Mayfest
254/859-5481

or 859-5774

CUERO
Smokey Wilson's

Texas Music
Party in the Pasture

361/277-9802

WEIMAR
Gedenkel Festival
979/725-9511

6, 13, 20, 27
LANCASTER
Music Fest

972/227-1112

6-30
ARLINGTON

A Thousand Clowns
817/275-7661
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F Veterans Museum
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" Texas Prison Museum
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7-8
BRENHAM

114th Maifest
888/273-6426

7-9
GIDDINGS

Wildfire Rally
979/542-2311

RICHARDSON
Wildflower!

Arts & Music Festival
972/744-4580

7-9, 21-23
STEPHENVILLE
Chicken House

Flea Market
254/968-0888

8
COLUMBUS
Rolling Hills

Bike Challenge
979/732-8385

DALLAS
Asian Festival

214/979-6435

GRAND PRAIRIE
Mayfest

972/264-8729

LA GRANGE
Red Rockin' Blues
800/524-7264

LANCASTER
Second Saturday

on the Square
972/227-2579

SOUTHLAKE
Sara Hickman

817/283-3406

WACO
Fox 44 Family Fun Fest

254/776-3844

8-9
DALLAS

Safari Days
214/670-5656

8-17
P LANO
NJCAA

Men's Tennis Championships
972/422-6813

10
FORT WORTH

Preservation Hall Jazz Band
817/212-4280

12-16
IRVING

EDS Byron Nelson
Golf Championship

214/742-3896

13-15
GIDDINGS

Lee County Fair & Rodeo
979/542-2311

or 542-0950

13-16
COPPERAS COVE

Festival of Five Hills
254/547-7571

13-16, 20-23, 27-30
GRAPEVINE

Is There Life After High School?
817/488-4842

14-15
MADISONVILLE

Barbecue Cookoff
936/348-3591

WAXAHACHIE
Lions Club Grand Prix

972/938-9617

14-16
GRAPEVINE

Main Street Days Festival
817/410-3185

14-16, 28-30
FORT WORTH

Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra
817/665-6000

15
COLUMBUS

Crimes of the Heart
979/732-5135 or

877/444-7339

GIDDINGS
State of Texas

Noodle Cookoff
800/485-3787

GLEN ROSE
Birding the Rim
254/897-2960

Ride the Rim
254/897-2960

Wildlife Art Safari
254/897-2960

GREENVILLE
Armed Forces Day Fly-In

903/457-3135

15-16
ADDISON

Taste Addison
972/450-6221 or

800/233-4766

COLUMBUS
Antiques Show

979/865-5618

Live Oak Festival
979/732-5135 or
877/444-7339

GRAND PRAIRIE
Cajun Festival

972/647-2331

16
DENTON

Arts in Our Backyard
940/382-2787

ROUND TOP
Fire Department Feast

979/278-3530

17
LA GRANGE

Fayette County
Country Music Opry

979/968-5117

17-23
FORT WORTH

Bank of America
Colonial Golf Tournament

817/927-4277

21-22
HICO

Texas Steak Cookoff
254/485-0459

21-23
FORT WORTH
Peer Gynt

817/212-4280

Quiltfest
817/448-9583

or 244-3819

22
FORT WORTH

Bird Mart
817/478-8320

LAKE DALLAS
Hickory Creek

Folk Art & Music Festival
214/695-2723

PARIS
Antique Tractor Show

903/784-7182

22
WAXAHACHIE

Farmers Market
972/938-9617

26-30
ARLINGTON

Big 12 Conference
Baseball Tournament

817/273-5201

27
HURST

Brave Combo
817/283-3406

28
ATHENS

Texas Fiddler Reunion
888/294-2847

DALLAS
Hispanic Festival
214/692-0203

28-29
DALLAS

Dallas Black Dance Theatre
214/631-2787

28-30
BRYAN
Nine

979/696-2787

DALLAS
ArtFest

214/565-0200

ENNIS
National Polka Festival

972/878-4748

29
CRAWFORD

Prairie Chapel School
5-K/1-Mile Run
254/722-7332

GRAPEVINE
Fabulous '50s Jukebox Show

817/481-8733

RICHARDS
Founders Day

936/851-2259

TEMPLE
Tour d'Temple

254/791-2747

29-30
ARLINGTON

Antique & Collectible Fair
512/441-2828

ELLINGER
May Festival

979/378-2311

FORT WORTH
Gem & Mineral Show

817/246-1403
or 626-6383

McMAHAN
Southwest Texas

Sacred Harp
Singing Convention
830/875-2348 or
512/398-6075

30
SERBIN

St. Paul Lutheran Church
Homecoming Picnic &

150th Anniversary Celebration
979/366-9650

31
DALLAS

Flagpole Hill
Memorial Day Concert

214/692-0203

31-JUN 5
FORT WORTH

International Piano Competition
for Outstanding Amateurs

817/738-6536

31-JUN 6
YOAKUM

Tom Tom Festival
361/293-2309

1
BIG WELLS

Cinco de Mayo
830/457-2218

TULETA
Antique Bottle & Jar

Show
361/375-2558

1-2, 8-9, 15-16,
22-23, 29-31
SAN ANTONIO

Outdoor Sculpture
Garden Exhibit

210/696-9813

4
THREE RIVERS
Brush Country

Music Jamboree
361/786-3334

6-8
SAN ANTONIO

Tejano Conjunto Festival
210/271-3151

7-9
CARRIZO SPRINGS

Fiesta Nopalitos
830/468-3591

8-9
SAN ANTONIO

Tournament of Charreada
210/846-8757

9
SAN ANTONIO

Preservation Hall Jazz Band
& Jim Cullum Jazz Band

210/207-2234

14-15
PEARSALL
Potato Fest

830/334-9414

SAN ANTONIO
Cloggers Showcase
210/364-5199

14-16
WESLACO

Dragonfly Days
956/969-2475

15
TULETA

Antiques & Collectibles
Show

361/375-2558

20
SAN ANTONIO
Pioneer Opry

210/341-8372

21
SAN ANTONIO

Maifest
210/222-1521

21-JUN 20
SAN ANTONIO

Big River
210/733-7258

22
SAN ANTONIO

PACfest
210/921-5290

28-30
SAN ANTONIO

Arts & Crafts Fair
210/227-4262
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Tips from our readers, plus timely travel tidbits T ex("ee ae
STATE OF ART IN ARLINGTON

I n January, the Arlington Museum of Art com-
pleted a $1 million renovation project that

modernized and enhanced its 1950s building,
which once housed JC Penney. New window-
walls and more open spaces within the museum
provide a brighter and more expansive viewing
area for visitors, and an informal amphitheater
and three classrooms add to the site's educa-
tional facilities.

The museum continues to specialize in show
casing Texas contemporary artists-such as
sculptors Luis Jim6nez and Linda Ridgway and
painters Tommy Fitzpatrick and Kelly Fearing-
through its displays of innovative and thought-
provoking local and regional works. Among this
year's scheduled exhibits are: Youth Art Encoun-
ters, Mar. 3-Apr. 3; Loli Kantor; Hip Pocket The-
ater Project, May 28-July 3; and Shared Vision:
Texas Artists Then and Now, June 25-Aug. 21.

The museum, at 201 W. Main St., opens
Wed-Sat (call for hours). Admission: Free. Call
817/275-4600; www.arlingtonmuseum.org.

TOUR A LA METRORAIL

Making plans to visit the largest city in
Texas? Consider parking your vehicle and

taking your own special mini-tour by hopping
aboard Houston's new METRORail, which began
service January 1.

With 16 stops along the Main Street/Fannin
Street corridor from south of Reliant Park to
the University of Houston-Downtown, the
Bayou City's first rail rapid-transit system can
whisk you to and from such sites as Reliant
Stadium, the Museum District, Hermann Park
(including the Houston Zoo), and the Texas
Medical Center. METRORail's 7.5-mile route
also provides easy access to downtown nightlife
and the Theater District, and its stations bear
easily identified markings distinguished by
custom artwork.

Cost for a one-way fare is $1, or you can pur-

Because we're unable to check out every item in "Readers Rec-
ommend," and because details can change, please call ahead
for more information. When we mention new places, products, or
publications, we try to include only those with promise; keep in
mind, however, that problems can occur with start-up business-
es. For more TexCetera items, see "Travel News" on our Web site:
www.texashighways.com. " If you run across a noteworthy Lone
Star attraction, restaurant, event, or product, we'd love to hear
about it. Write to Readers Recommend, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters@texashighways.
com. Remember that space constraints prevent us from publish-
ing every suggestion we receive. We reserve the right to edit items.

D uring the holiday season, our family hada fine time in Jefferson and also enjoyed
the colorful Christmas light display in Marshall.
We all agreed that the highlight of our trip was
the excellent 20-mile-plus Mystique Tours
boat excursion on Caddo Lake. Captain David
Applebaum, who narrated the tour, clearly
knew his way around this natural treasure and
relished showing us many of its high points.
GEORGE WILKINSON, Dallas

For information on Jefferson, call the Marion
County Chamber of Commerce at 888/GO-
RELAX; www.jefferson-texas.com. Call the Mar-
shall Chamber of Commerce at 800/953-7868;
www.marshalltxchamber.com. Mystique Tours,
which plies the waters of Caddo Lake and is
based in Uncertain, operates narrated stan-
dard and custom-designed tours year round,
weather permitting; reservations required. Call
Capt. Applebaum at 903/679-3690.

n studying my husband's Wendish heritage,
we have traveled many times to Serbin,

an early settlement of the Wends. The Wends
were Slavic immigrants who fled to America

chase a day pass for $2, or a 30-day pass for
$35. (There are ticket vending machines at
the stations.) The trains begin operation before
5 a.m. on weekdays and before 6 a.m. on week-
ends, with service ending around midnight or
shortly after 1 a.m.

Learn more about METRORail and the Metro-
politan Transit Authority of Harris County by call-
ing 713/635-4000; www.ridemetro.org.

The great blue heron is among the many creatures
you can see on a boat ride around Caddo Lake.

from the "hinterlands" of Europe in search of
religious liberty and the right to speak their
Wendish tongue. We always treasure our time
at the Texas Wendish Heritage Museum and
at beautiful, historic St. Paul Lutheran Church.
Each fourth Sunday in September, the Texas
Wendish Heritage Society, Inc., sponsors the
Wendish Fest, a great treat for all!
MAXINE E. KNIPPA, Bertram

The tiny town of Serbin is 7 miles southwest
of Giddings via FM 448 and FM 2239; the
Texas Wendish Heritage Museum opens Tue-
Sun 1-5 (admission fee); 979/366-2441;
http://wendish.concordia.edu.

DOWN THE ROAD
n May, we'll go crabbing at Crystal Beach,
tour entertaining Grapevine, explore the

special culture of accordion music, and take
a look at Austin in the vivid paintings of
artist Mary Doerr. We'll also hear harrowing
tales of World War II glider pilots in a story
on Lubbock's Silent Wings Museum.

ENNIS...
We'lput a smile in your heart!

aa

Just 25 minutes south of Dallas on 1-45 at Exit #251B
888/366-4748 - visitennis.org
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nit yor 
new Texas State

- Unlimited visits to 120 state parks
and historic sites for a year

- Camping and park store discounts

" The "Getaway Planner"
customized e-newsletter

- Pride knowing that you are
helping support Texas State Parks
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