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SOAK UP

'iIa&TEXA
Lather, Rinse, Repeat

Let the stress of the day melt away.
Whether you're working in the hot West Texas sun or battling the
hustle and bustle of the city, there's no better way to relax than with

?- a warm bath and high quality soap. Sandy McPhee, owner of

Pampered Puffin in Boerne, TX, has achieved the best blend

of natural materials to moisturize your skin while producing
a rich and relaxing lather with the reminiscent scents of our

lovely state. All soaps are handcrafted,

cold-processed, and proven to revitalize your

skin. Sandy takes great pride in knowing

she makes products that are both natural
and therapeutic to the soul.

SIX-PACK TEXAS BEER SOAP
Why would you want soap with beer as a main

ingredient? Turns out, beer can be great for your
skin! The hops contain skin-softening amino acids

known to soothe irritated skin and produce exceptional lather! All soaps
in our six-pack include beer from a Texas microbrewery. The final product

LAVENDER BATH & BODY TRIO smells delicious with six exciting Texas scents: Lavender, Hill Country Peach,
Rosemary Mint, Cedarwood, Mountain Laurel, and Bluebonnet.

Enjoy the lovely scent of lavender with
body soap, body mousse, and a Texas- 37881........ $48.00
sized lip balm. The handcrafted soap W1 A Q
produces a creamy lather that will leave
your skin feeling soft and refreshed, while
the body mousse, made with shea butter
and apricot kernel oil, will revitalize dry
skin. Finally, the lip balm is a special treat
made with sweet almond oil, beeswax, and
nourishing antioxidants.

37882.........$40.00

H I G H W A Y S
ORDER:
shop.toeashighways.com

800-839-4997
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.)

Or, use the ORDER FORM in this issue.
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UpFRONT

Goodbye to an IslandSometimes Island is disappearing-and that's a good
thing. The rocky formation jutting up from Lake

Travis near Mansfield Dam Park northwest of Aus-

tin has long provided a quick visual indicator of this

beloved Highland Lake's water level. In times of
H20 abundance, only brushy peaks peek above the water line;

more and more of the island protrudes in bouts of drought.

Lately, we'd seen way too much of the craggy stretch.

Drought had fully exposed a peninsula, and for the first time

in decades, lake-goers could walk across the landform from

the shoreline. No boat required.

Not so today. At press time, in light of spring storms-the

same weather systems that brought unthinkable flooding dev-

astation to so many across the state-Lake Travis had risen

more than 30 feet in 30 days. And according to the Lower Col-

orado River Authority's Drew Pickle (www.lcra.org), those

levels will continue to climb. "If Lake Travis rises to 675 msl

[another nine feet]," says Drew, "all of Sometimes Island will

be under water."

What a difference a year can make. Last summer, when we

first started planning the lakes special feature in this issue, the

ongoing drought had a firm grip. But since that time, several of

the state's reservoirs have rebounded, like North Texas' Pos-

sum Kingdom Lake and Lake Granbury, and there's hope for

other depleted lakes, including those in West Texas, with the

WHERE TO FIND US
Drop us a line anytime at letters@texashighways.com.
Find us on Facebook and Twitter.

Dor't
mess with

Texas Drive Clean Texas
* Drive
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promise of El Nino conditions through

ome the end of the year.

e Starting on page 40, longtime con-

wn_ tributor Larry Hodge writes about

oorl "Our Lakes, Our Lives." Larry is based

r at Texas Parks and Wildlife's Texas

d Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens

(www.tpwd.texas.gov/spdest/visitor

eon. centers/tffc), where fishing ponds, aqua-

ria displays, and daily dive shows teach

visitors about native Texas fish. There's

l also a hatchery that produces about half

of the largemouth bass stocked into

War Texas reservoirs each year.

d Larry, who informs travelers about

an, recreation on Texas lakes, predicts that

some West Texas reservoirs will con-

o tinue to have inaccessible boat ramps

he because of low water. In other places,
he says, "High water will resolve itself

e, fairly quickly, and by summer people

o should be able to get on their favorite

aside lakes with no problems."
Considering the fluctuating water

story levels across the state, Larry recom-

mends that lake-lovers-whether an-

glers, boaters, or swimmers-check on

:rips conditions before heading to the shore

untry at www.tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/
recreational/lakes. "Water in Texas is a

feast or famine situation," he adds. "And

2015 will be a feast year for most of us."

By the time you open this issue, Some-

times Island may well have slipped be-

neath Lake Travis' gentle waves. We'll

see what nature has in store.

ANY TIPS ON THESE
SPOTS? LET US KNOW ON
FACEBOOK, TWITTER,
OR INSTAGRAM

Jill Lawless, Editor

PHOTO: @ Erich Schlegel
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7) Merge
Favorite escapes-familiar and coveted
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Pleasure Island on Sabine Lake

DRIVE
11) Made in Texas
TEXAS golden anniversary at Palo Duro
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Kid-friendly excursions on the DART

19 ) Texas Wild
Equine encounters at Travaasa Austin

Destinations
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PHOTOGRAPHIC
PRINTS AVAILABLE

Some images in this issue
are available as prints in two
distinctive formats. For more
information, call toll-free
866/962-1191, or visit www.
texashighwaysprints.com.

ON OUR COVER

A tranquil morning
on Lake Palestine.
Photo Dave Shafer/
Aurora Photos

PHOTO: Russell Graves
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subscription to Texas Highways
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that's only $2.08 an issue.

Super Gift! Friends, family

members, and business associates

all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways

Magazine. The first U.S. subscription

(yours or a gift) is $24.95. Additional

U.S. orders are just $20.00 each

when ordered at the same time.

TO ORDER BY PHONE, CALL

1-800-839-4997
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.)

and ask for source code 6506SU1

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central

Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central

Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central

Visa- MasterCard

American Express

Digital editions
are also available!

TO EXPEDITE SERVICE, ORDER ONLINE:

www.texashighways.com

Get Texas Highways for yourself

YES!
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months!

Please print

MY NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

Just $24.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription!
(International subscriptions are $39.95.)

44

4W +

58%off
NEWSSTAND!

Simply return this order form

in the mail-we'll bill you later.

6506SU1

Get 12

full months
and discover
True Texas...
To expedite service, call:

1-800-839-4997
and ask for source code 6506SUl

Please print

MY NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

Send a gift subscription to:

RECIPIENT'S NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

58%off
NEWSSTAND!

Simply return this order form
in the mail-we'll bill you later.

We'll send a card announcing your
gift directly to your recipient.

For faster service, please call
4 .fsl.O flsA ffl'

To include more gifts, enclose a list. Just $24.95 for the first U.S. subscription,
and $20.00 for each additional U.S. order! (International subscriptions are $39.95.) F506SU1

Give Texas Highways to a friend

k YES! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months!



NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY

IF MAILED
IN THE

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 52 BIG SANDY TX

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

TEXASS
PO BOX 8559
BIG SANDY TX 75755-9865

Il'liliu' II l ""I lI' i ' Ill lnIIIIa111 11' 1 l"l1 1 11

TF H I G H W A Y S

. NAVS MTo expedite service, call:
4 OSUEn ask fosrc 1-800-839-4997

- and ask for source code 6506SU1

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY

IF MAILED
IN THE

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 52 BIG SANDY TX

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

TEXAS
H I G H W A Y S

PO BOX 8559
BIG SANDY TX 75755-9865

Iw

0

z
ni

U)

U)

N

Q 

>0
l.4

11111 11' 1 1111" " 11 1''1'1 111' 111111111'11111 11"'1 11111



MERGE
GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?

Er XA
Want to swim

with the sea turtles! A v4

BRENDA CRAFT, Crosby 4
t y .p 3 r HREND YOUR

~Z<4~ j ~ ISLND RT

7/

OUR
FAVORITE
SOCIAL
MEDIA
OF THE
MONTH...

Never been to
Mustang Island,
but I want to

since Pat Green
sings about it.
Joy Chapman
Hinkle,

Springtown

My best souvenirs
are my memories
of my visit to
The Alamo in
2010. It's a hard
act to follow.
Wendy Kell,
Huntingdon,

Quebec

EDITOR'S NOTE: In a May
story about the Roy Orbison
Museum, we incorrectly identi-
fied the location of the museum's
hometown of Winh. Winh is

about 50 miles west of Odessa.
We appreciate the readers who

called this to our attention.

Travel Sweet Spot?
In the June issue, columnist

Barbara Rodriguez wrote about
her annual vacations to South

Padre Island and the comfort-
able pleasures of her tradition.
This prompted several readers

to chime in on their favorite

repeat destinations.

Galveston! Playing in the

waves, going to the candy store

on the Strand, shopping, sight-

seeing, and fishing. Galveston

was the cause of me skipping

too many classes in college.

DORIN MOZISEK

Sugar Land

I live on the Texas coast,

which is spectacular, but my

heart is always in the Hill

Country-Krause Springs,

Hamilton Pool, and Emma
Long Metropolitan Park.

PRISCILLA BREWER

Corpus Christi

Surfside Beach with great

food at Pirates Alley Cafe, sit-

ting on the deck, and dinner at

The Red Snapper Inn. Walking

in the sand and wading in the

surf. It's a heavenly trip for me!

SANDRA CHISUM
Uvalde

Gruene. Feet in the river, cold

beer in hand. This, after eating

a great meal at the Gristmill.

ANNETTE GONZALES

San Antonio

Gaga for Gogo
On a recent Saturday, I

showed my wife the Texas High-

ways review of Gogo Gumbo!

[April] and she said, "What

the heck, let's go!" We drove 97

miles and then learned that the

wait would be an hour and a

half. The delay turned out to be

a significant blessing! My blood

pressure went down quickly

as we talked to those who had

eaten at Gogo before. I have
never experienced such a rap-

turous atmosphere surround-

ing a restaurant! Best seafood

meal we have had in decades!

GLENN STRAUS

Poetry

READERS RECOMMEND

<7,

/

Showing Love for Sho'Nuff
I love the smoked baby back ribs and smothered oxtail at
Sho'Nuff Soul Food in Rockdale. It's good home cooking, and
you never leave this place hungry!

CINDY BELL, Milano

Sho'Nuff Soul Food Diner is at 101 Mulberry St. in Rockdale.
Hours: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Wed-Fri, and 5 p.m.-9 p.m. Fri-Sat. Call

512/446-3047; www.ShoNuffSoulfood.com.

Follow us on
Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! Send feedback and recommendations to:
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters@texashighways.com.

JULY 2015 1 texashighways.com 7



Scenic
ROUTE

290 52' 02.71" N
930 55' 17.82" W

Gulf Coast

Fed by the Sabine

and Neches rivers,

90,000-acre Sabine
Lake straddles the

Texas-Louisiana

border. The Texas

shoreline provides

ample opportunities

for fishing, launching
a boat, birding, and

enjoying the natural

beauty of the lake.

To reach this pier on

the Pleasure Island

portion of Sabine

Lake, take Texas 82

from Port Arthur,

cross the Martin

Luther King Bridge,
turn right onto T.B.

Ellison Parkway

and follow the road

2.65 miles, then turn

right and travel for

a half-mile along

Lakefront Drive.

For more information, visit

www.pleasureislandtx.com.

8 texashighways.com I JULY 2015
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MADE IN TEXAS

HE INFECTIOUS OPENING SONG
of TEXAS-a bouncy Broadway-style

tune sprinkled with Texas swagger-

sticks in your head long after the outdoor

musical ends. "There's no better place

to be than Texas," proclaim the singers

and dancers, sweeping their arms to the

colorful backdrop of Palo Duro Canyon

State Park. "You can look around and see in Texas."

Celebrating its 50th season this summer, TEXAS dazzles

audiences with its one-of-a-kind blend of musical theater and

scenery in Pioneer Amphitheatre, an 1,800-seat venue at the

base of Palo Duro Canyon, located 12 miles east of the town

of Canyon. Against the red rock walls of the nation's second-

largest canyon, the musical chronicles the fictional tale of

Calvin Armstrong, a young homesteader determined to

The musical
chronicles the
fictional tale

of Calvin
Armstrong,

a young
homesteader
determined to
scratch out a

place for
himself in
the tough

environment
of the Texas
Panhandle in

the late 1800s.

scratch out a place for himself in the

tough environment of the Texas Pan-

handle in the late 1800s.

A cast of more than 60 actors, danc-

ers, and singers (about a third of them

students at nearby West Texas A&M

University in Canyon) performs the

story, which incorporates historical

events like wildfires and the arrival

of the railroad, plus legendary real-life

characters such as Comanche Chief

Quanah Parker and cattleman Charles

Goodnight. State-of-the-art sound,

stage lighting, and pyrotechnics-even

a startling bolt of lightning-enhance

the show, as do the "Dancing Waters of

a. -
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Texas," choreographed water jets that

enliven the event's finale, a patriotic

tribute to Texas and the United States.

"What I've discovered is that every-

one takes a very personal experience

from the show," says Dave Yirak, a

17-year veteran of the play and the

artistic director for the past 10 years.

"People who've worked on the show

have a deep love and appreciation for the

production, and that translates to the

audience. The audience, in turn, takes

away their own special memories."

TEXAS traces its roots to 1960, when

Canyon resident Margaret Harper,
a teacher, musician, and community

leader, reached out to Paul Green, a

North Carolina playwright known for

writing musical dramas based on local

history in other locations in the United

States. Within a year, Green visited

the Panhandle and agreed to create

the musical. Pioneer Amphitheatre

opened in 1962 and presented the mu-

sical Fandangle (still performed every
June as Fort Griffin Fandangle in Al-
bany), and in 1966, the first season of

TEXAS opened.
The show has changed over the

years, but not very much. Yirak says the

artistic staff "tries to give the audience

something a little different each year,"

such as subtle changes to a scene or

two, or more elaborate features like the

choreographed water jets and the patri-

otic grand finale.

" .

TEXAS
starts at sunset (about 8:30) on

Tuesdays through Sundays, June

2 to August 15, at Pioneer Am-

phitheatre in Palo Duro Canyon

State Park. Ticket prices range

from $16.95 to $30.95 for adults

and $12.95 to $26.95 for children 12

and younger. Call 806/655-2181;

www.texas-show.com.

TRADITION AT PLAY /
TEXAS features

a cast of more
than 60 perform-

ers, along with
special effects
like a nightly

fireworks show.

"Above all, we try to maintain a re-

spect for the original story and not

change the message too much," Yirak

says. "We want to reflect the people and

culture of the Panhandle in our presen-

tation so that everyone can see that this

is a magical place to live."

The Texas Panhandle Heritage

Foundation, the nonprofit that produces

the show, plans to make this summer's

50th season a noteworthy one. On the

summer's closing night, August 15,
the cast and crew will bury a 50th-

anniversary time capsule containing

items such as a souvenir program, a

video of the show, and pictures of the

2015 cast and crew. Also on closing

night (and Fourth of July weekend), the

show will punch up the grand

fir-ale with extra fireworks and

an enhanced water show. There

will also be a reunion for alumni

performers on the weekend of

July 17th with festivities includ-

ing a party, tours of West Texas

A&M University, dance classes,

and a trip to the show with a

chuck-wagon dinner.
According to the foundation's count,

about 67,000 visitors attend the 65 sum-

mertime performances each year. Of

those attendees, 60 percent travel from

more than 100 miles away. On a wall of

the concession shop that sells drinks

and souvenirs, maps of Texas and the

world are covered with pins marking

the hometowns of those who've attended

TEXAS, a geographic representation

spanning the globe.

Almost every summer for the past 21

years, I've taken my family and friends

from afar to see the musical. While the

play is mostly the same from year to

year, the production introduces enough

tweaks to the story line and various

JULY 2015 1 texashighways.com 13PHOTOS.@ Russell Graves



MADE IN TEXAS

F IEL0 GU I0E C6A UNTY .Yn
the epic tale.

Aside from the play itself, the entire

TEXAS experience is enjoyable for the

* family. Before the show begins, visi-

tors gather outside on the amphithe-

ater patio while a live band plays famil-

iar country music songs. Others attend

B A S T R O P I E L G I N I S M I T H V I L L E the pre-show Chuck Wagon Bar-B-Que.

a buffet meal of brisket, sausage, and

sides, held in a picnic area in the adja-

cent foothills.

a l On a wall of the concession
shop that sells drinks and
souvenirs, maps of Texas
and the world are covered
with pins marking the
hometowns of those
who've attended TEXAS,
a geographic representa-
tion spanning the globe.

Beyond the picnic area, families ex-

plore the surrounding hills of the state

park, which are strewn with rocks

and boulders. With a short climb to

one of the nearby hilltops, hikers take

in a sweeping, panoramic view of the

sheer, red canyon walls stippled with

various hues of gray, ochre, and yellow.

Contrasting with the rocks, the canyon

floor is a patchwork of green mesquite

and juniper. When people from outside

of Texas think about Texas, this is prob-

r aably close to what they imagine.

The rugged beauty of Palo Duro

Canyon ties directly into TEXAS and

its timeless story of love, hardships,

and sacrifice. As such, audiences con-

nect with the struggles and triumphs

of Calvin Armstrong and the support-

ing characters. Their pioneer spirit and

heritage of resiliency still shape the

Texas Panhandle to this day. *

VISIT CANYON AND AMARILLO
Find Canyon and Amarillo tourism
information at visitcanyontx.com

and visitamarillo.com.

14 texashighways.com I JULY 2015
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ON TRACK FOR FUN
Klyde Warren Park, with
attractions including a
splash pad and ping-pong
tables. is within walking
distance of the DART
St. Paul and Pearl/Arts
District light-rail stations.

DART Hopping
KID-FRIENDLY EXCURSIONS ON THE DALLAS LIGHT-RAIL SYSTEM

text by Dan Koller

F YOUR KIDS ARE LIKE MINE, THEY'RE FAS-
cinated by trains. Perhaps it's the powerful sound

of the horn at crossings, the rumble of locomotives

chugging alongside the highway, or the magic of

an unusual sight found mostly in cartoons, movies,

and storybooks. Maybe it's just the allure of travel-

ing without seatbelts. Whatever the reason, chil-

dren love trains-and so do many of us grownups.

The Dallas Area Rapic Transit (DART) light-rail system

includes 90 miles of track and 62 stations along four color-

coded lines. The system, which recorded 96,380 passenger

trips per weekday in 2014. bustles with commuters on a daily

basis. But it also provides an entertaining and convenient

For my six-
and nine-year-

old sons,
the light-rail

journey is
half the fun.

way to explore the Dallas area, offering

access to a variety of the city's attrac-

tions. For my six- and nine-year-old

sons, the light-rail journey is half the
fun. Here are five family-friendly des-

tinations that justify climbing aboard.

Dallas Zoo Station
(Red Line)

This station is just steps from the en-

trance to the Dallas Zoo, which is open

364 days a year. (Even the animals get

Christmas off.) It's home to some 2,200
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animals representing more than 500

species. Memorable exhibits include

Giants of the Savanna, which features

lions, elephants, and zebras in natural-

istic habitats. Children enjoy the oppor-

tunity to feed giraffes by hand from a

platform that provides eye-to-eye inter-

action. Through September 7, the zoo is

also showcasing more than 25 roaring,
animatronic dinosaurs in its Giants of

the Jurassic exhibit.

The zoo opens 9 a.m.-5 p.m. March

through October 23; it closes at 4 p.m.
the rest of the year. General admis-

sion is $15; $12 for seniors and kids ages

three to 11.

Cityplace/Uptown Station
(Red, Orange, and Blue lines)

This is the only underground station

in the DART system, with tracks that
are 10 stories below street level. The six

escalators that carry riders from the

platform to the surface are the longest

your kids (or you) may have ever seen;

four are 138 feet, which made them the

longest escalators west of the Missis-

sippi when the station opened in 2000,

according to DART. As if that weren't

enough fun, you can also ride the in-

clinators-elevators that travel on

an incline. Their walls are windows,
prompting kids to press their noses to

the glass and watch their destination

draw closer.
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TEXAS FAMILY

Once you reach the surface, you can

hop on the M-Line Trolley. Its six vin-

tage streetcars run through the Up-

town neighborhood between City-
place/Uptown Station and downtown

Dallas. Stops along the way include the

chic West Village Shopping Center and

Klyde Warren Park, a five-acre green

space built over a freeway that offers ev-

erything from a playground and ping-

pong tables to concerts, croquet, and

food trucks.

Downtown Carrolton Station
(Green Line)

This station is so close to Babe's

Chicken Dinner House that your nose

will lure you there as soon as you step

off the train. Babe's has an ultra-casual

atmosphere and a simple menu-five

entrees, including fried chicken and
chicken-fried steak, and six sides, such

as mashed potatoes and green beans-all

served family-style. If you have trouble
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TEXAS FAMILY

getting your server's attention, it's likely

because he or she's engaged in one of

the periodic renditions of "The Hokey

Pokey," which your kids will be invited
to join. Babe's opens 11 a.m.-9 p.m. daily,
but closes between 2 and 5 on weekdays.

For dessert, stroll across the square

to Bloom's Candy & Soda Pop Shop,
where more than 800 varieties of

r

candy-think Goo Goo Clusters and

Double Decker Moon Pies-and 250

bottled sodas, such as Sioux City Sar-

saparilla, dazzle the eyes. No matter

how varied your family's tastes, every-

one will find something to satisfy their

sweet tooth. Bloom's is open until "8-

ish" Sunday to Wednesday and "9-ish"

Thursday to Saturday.

Aa

Downtown Plano Station
(Red and Orange lines)

This station is right next to Haggard

Park, where you will find two things

important to all young families: play-

grounds and restrooms. If you want

to maintain the train theme, you can

also visit the Interurban Railway Mu-

seum, a monument to the electric trains

that linked regional towns from Waco

to Denison in the first half of the 20th

Century. Admission is free, but the

hours are limited: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. week-

days, i p.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays. On the

other side of the tracks is downtown

Plano, a quaint historic district with
restaurants-Kelly's Eastside offers a

comfortable patio and a wide-ranging

menu of sandwiches and burgers-and

boutiques, such as La Foofaraw, an an-

tiques, home decor, and floral shop.

St. Paul Station
(All four lines)

In the heart of downtown Dallas, this

station is just a few blocks from Klyde

Warren Park, the Dallas Museum of Art,

and the Nasher Sculpture Center. The

Dallas Museum of Art offers free gen-

eral admission, while the Nasher is free

for children younger than 12 and $10 for

adults. Both museums offer an array of

activities for children, including activity

tote bags at the DMA and the Nasher's

family programming and free entry on

the first Saturday of each month.

Before going back to the DART sta-
tion, mosey to Klyde Warren Park for

a snack and to encourage the kids to

burn some energy before boarding the

train-all the better to enjoy the ride. *

RIDING DART
For DART rail system information,

including maps and schedules,
visit www.dart.org. Day passes

cost $5 for adults and $2.50 for

children ages 5-14; two-hour passes

cost $2.50 and $1.25, respectively.

Children younger than five ride

free with a paying adult.
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Unbridled Spirit
TRAVAASA AUSTIN'S EQUINE ENCOUNTERS

text bIy Lori Moffatt

Y HORSE ANNIE, A 16-YEAR-OLD CHESTNUT
mare with soulful eyes and long lashes, relaxes her

ears and ambles calmly toward me in the round pen,
then breaks out in a yawn so wide I think she might

be laughing at me. But things aren't always as they

seem. Wrangler Jodie James tips back his hat and

looks upon us with a glimmer of pride. "That's just

about the biggest compliment a horse can pay a per-

son," he tells me in a calm drawl. Say what?

Of course, Annie didn't say a word, and that's the point. I'm here at Travaasa,
a resort and spa on the outskirts of Austin, hoping to learn more about non-ver-

bal communication via the resort's popular Equine Encounter program, one of

many activities included in a stay. Surrounded by the cedar brakes, shin oaks, and

FIND MORE ONLINE
A chat with Travaasa

Farm Manager

Kim Grabosky at

www.texashighways.

i com/webextra.
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Travaasa
offers more

than a
typical spa's

roster of
indulgences

and fine meals.
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rugged canyons of the Balcones Can-

yonlands Preserve, Travaasa offers

more than a typical spa's roster of in-

dulgences and fine meals. Yes, a mas-

sage here may lull you into a dream

state, and Chef Ben Baker's attention

to wholesome yet delicious cuisine may

make you wish for a personal chef. But

this place is about experiences. In fact,

your room rate includes unlimited ac-

cess to dozens of activities, including

a ropes challenge course with a climb-

ing wall and zipline, archery sessions,

yoga and Pilates, swimming in a saline

pool, two-step lessons, chicken-keeping,

wine-tasting, making herbal tinctures,

geocaching, hiking, riding a mechani-

cal bull, and, in the stables near the re-

sort's 3-acre farm, a tranquil exercise

in self-awareness and sensitivity called

the Equine Encounter.

But before the five of us enter the

round pen with our horse, we'll need

to learn a few things about trusting our

Keith delves into a topic I find
surprising for a gravelly-voiced
cowboy who has wrangled
horses his whole life on ranches
from Wyoming to Texas:
the power of vulnerability.

leadership skills and projecting our con-
fidence and energy. In the distance, the

sounds of chortling chickens and the

staccato songs of cicadas meld with the

breathy whuffs and musical whinnies of

a dozen horses as they spy us approach-

ing the paddock area. Jodie releases

them into the dusty arena, and they gal-

lop and buck, then suddenly drop to the

ground, one by one, rolling in the dirt

like gleeful puppies. Equine and Agri-

culture Manager Keith Moon, who'll

guide us through today's exercises,

smiles. "Part of that is stretching," he

tells us. "It helps to realign their spines.

But it also gets the bugs off."

20 texashighways.com I JULY 2015

"Our program is about giving the

horses a stress-free environment, keep-

ing them in a relaxed state of mind," he

says. "Horses are very aware. They know

everything that's going on around them,

and their self-preservation is geared to-

ward good leadership. Within the herd,

they're looking for a strong animal to

keep them safe, so if we take that role,

it comes down to how precise and con-

sistent we can be with our energy and

our cues to them so we create an envi-

ronment where they feel comfortable,

where they trust us."

Our exercise will be simple: With-

out saying a word or touching them,

we'll direct their movements, ask them

to change directions, then ask them to

come to us. Our body language will do

the communicating for us.

Then Keith delves into a topic I find

surprising for a gravelly-voiced cow-

boy who has wrangled horses his

whole life on ranches from Wyoming

PHOTOS: Courtesy Travaasa Experiential Resorts
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to Texas: the power of vulnerability.

"Thanks to a guest, I discovered

Bren6 Brown and her TED talks," he

says, "and I was struck with how much

what she said applies to our relation-

ship with horses." Brown, a research
professor at the University of Houston,
maintains that in human relationships,

we cherish vulnerability in others but

are often afraid to show it ourselves.

"Horses," says Keith, "are absolutely

vulnerable, and they are not afraid to

show it. They are able to read us the

minute we walk into their presence;

BOOGIE
DOWN
in New Braunfels.

As the Texas temps start to climb, fun-seekers flock to New Braunfels. This great
city is home to the world-famous Schlitterbahn Waterpark as well as two pristine
rivers, with dozens of outfitters standing by to help you make a splash in a tube,
canoe or kayak. There are countless ways to beat the heat... in New Braunfels.

eLL) PlaylnNewBraunfels.com

Braun nls(800) 572-2626

KK# T

Srvngarts IrvingArtsCenter.com

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75062 " Open 7 days a week " Free parking
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TEXAS WILD

they can judge a situation intuitively
and know if they should flee or if they
can stay and check things out. If our en-

ergy is good, then they are good."

I get the sense that Jodie and Keith

are sizing us up as they choose a horse

whose personality might complement

our own. "That's Abby," says Keith, "a

spirited little cutting horse we got down
in Goliad. That paint horse is Pepper;

she came here from East Texas. And

this is Annie. She's an old campaigner.

We can put her with just about anyone."

And so Annie goes with me. We

groom our horses first, smoothing their

lustrous coats with paddle brushes,

making broad circles on their flanks,

shoulders, and muscular necks. Annie

seems to like it and whuffs her approval.

We watch Jodie take his horse into the

round pen and direct her around the

space in a fluid movement that resem-

bles a dance. When he holds his whip

high to signal a higher energy, she

moves faster; when he trails it on the

ground, she slows down. He makes sub-

tle shifts in positioning and she changes

direction. They are as in tune as musi-

cians in a symphony.

"I won't ever touch her. The whip is a

way to project energy," he says. "See that

inside ear, focused on me? I'm going

to ask her to walk now. Her head will

lower, and she's calm. Now, I'm going
to ask her to come in to me. I take away

all the pressure, all the focus." He low-

ers the whip, and looks away. "Probably

the hardest part of the whole exercise is

patience," he says.

I am not known for my patience. And

so after a few awkward turns, after I fi-

nally gain confidence and Annie and

I are gliding and turning in the ring,
I ask her to come to me. I'm relieved

when her ears relax and her head levels

with her shoulders. "That's where the

expression 'level-headed' comes from,"

offers Keith.

TRAVAASA
EXPERIENTIAL RESORT AUSTIN
is at 13500 FM 2769 in Austin, about

a half-hour's drive from downtown.

Rates range from $275 per night

(including activities but not meals) to

$500 (including activities, 3 meals,

and a $125 credit toward spa services

or private classes). Call 512/258-7243;

www.travaasa.com/austin.

And then Annie yawns.

"That's a release of tension," says

Keith. "When we do round-pen work,

there's a certain amount of tension, be-

cause we're taking the dominant role.

When she yawns, she's saying 'I feel

comfortable. I am releasing tension and

I feel comfortable doing so."'
And I wonder how much simpler

human relationships might be if we felt
tranquil being an open book. *

~EVENT'

Beach Safari, Matagorda

Firework Show, Bay City

La Belle Landing Re-Enactment
Palacios

Market Days on the Square,
Bay City

Market Days~ nn the Squaire
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DETOUR

Housed in a
4,000-square-
foot brick
building, The
Pink Pistol is
an explosion of
sparkly, quirky
fun that puts a
boutique spin
on Lambert's
rebellious and
rocking style of
country music.

The Shop That Miranda Built
MIRANDA LAMBERT'S PINK PISTOL BRINGS COUNTRY BLING TO LINDALE

text by Celestina Blok

cc WELCOME TO LINDALE,"
announces the vinyl bill-

board with a picture of a

platinum blonde holding a

guitar. "Hometown of Mi-

randa Lambert."

Located 13 miles north of

Tyler, the East Texas town

(population about 5,300) is our destination not for a potential

glimpse of the country music superstar (we'd just seen her the
night before during the Dallas stop of her "Certified Platinum"

tour, but to visit The Pink Pistol, Lambert's bling-filled bou-
tique. We're among the hundreds of visitors-many of them

devoted "Ran fans"-who flock to town each week to check out

/ "/

THE PINK PISTOL
is at 100 E. Hubbard

St. in Lindale.

Open Mon-Sat 10-6,

aid Sun 12-6. Call
903/882-9305; www.
thepinkpistol.com.

/

Lambert's retail spin on her rebellious

and rocking style of country music.

Raised in a musical family in Lindale,

the 32-year-old Lambert cut her musi-

cal teeth as a teenager in Texas before

hitting it big in Nashville. She opened
the Lindale shop in October 2013 after

experiencing success with her origi-
nal location in Tishomingo, Oklahoma,

where she now lives with Blake Shelton,
her country-crooning, TV-star husband.

Both small towns have seen an increase

in tourism and economic development

thanks to Lambert's fairy godmother-like

JULY 2015 I texashighways.com 23
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magic wand of entrepreneurialism.

"The Pink Pistol has brought a big

boost to our downtown area, just from

the number of people who come here for

that store," says John Clary, president

of the Lindale Economic Development

Corp. "Some of them stay in our hotels,

and some of them eat in our restaurants.

The store has really perked up traffic and

it's been a good catalyst for new business."

Housed in a 4,000-square-foot brick

building adorned by a pink-and-white-

striped awning, The Pink Pistol is an ex-

plosionofsparkly, quirkyfun. Displayta-

bles at every turn bear kitschy gifts and

knickknacks, like pink chrome flasks,

cotton candy-scented candles, tempo-

rary tattoos, and dangly silver revolver

earrings. Souvenir T-shirts and tank

tops printed with the shop's winged-re-

volver logo and the caption "for the wild

at heart" hang on the walls, along with

Polaroid snapshots of guests from far-

away places-a nod to lyrics from Lam-

bert's song "Automatic," which encour-

ages picture-taking, "the kind you gotta

shake." A quick tour of the store, com-

prised of multiple rooms in a maze-like

layout, reveals fashionable finds like

embellished denim cut-off shorts, Az-

tec-print miniskirts, fringed handbags,

sequined clutches, leather cuff brace-

lets, guitar-pick necklaces, and cowboy

boots of all colors.

An avid
"junktiquer,"
the singer
makes regular
trips to
Round Top,
Texas' antiques
capital, to
search for
weathered
and worn finds
to repurpose.

"I should get this one for my sister,"

says my friend, holding up a white

tank top with the words "Mama Tried"

printed in black.

On this typical Friday afternoon, the

store bustles with shoppers, includ-
ing young couples, families with small

children, girlfriend groups, and one

sizable bachelorette party (identifiable
by matching T-shirts and pink hair ac-

cessories). I overhear buzz about the

previous night's show.

FIND MORE ONLINE
TH interview with Miranda Lambert at

texashighways.com/detour.

"I loved her haircut," says one woman.

"I hope they have that sparkly shirt

she was wearing," says another.

Located below a pink chandelier in the

middle of the store, a small bar with pink

glittery stools offers customers a chance

to taste wines from Red 55 Winery,

Lambert's brand of wines named for her

first pick-up truck-a candy-apple-red'55

Chevy sidestep. Lambert's parents, Rick

and Bev, manage the winery, which pro-

duces and bottles the wine in Brownfield,

a High Plains town near Lubbock. My

pals and I sit down to participate in a tast-

ing of all seven varietals, including whites

and reds named after Lambert songs and

24 texashighways.com I JULY 2015 PHO TO: Kevin Stillman

a blush called Electric Pink for her guitar.

"The most popular is probably Crazy

Ex-Girlfriend," says our server while

filling small plastic sample cups with

the sweet white table wine. My favorite is
Kerosene, a straw-colored, dry and tart

white wine named for Lambert's first

hit single.

"She comes in pretty regularly," our

server says when I ask about Lambert's in-

volvement in the store. "She likes to work

on the window displays. A lot of times
people don't even notice when she's here."

Lambert's decorative touches and love

for antiques are apparent upon closer re-

view of The Pink Pistol. An avid "junk-

tiquer," the singer makes regular trips

to Round Top, Texas' antiques capital,

to search for weathered and worn finds

to repurpose. Decor like classic toys,

books, and a vintage mannequin head

or two enhances the eccentric mer-

chandising presentations throughout

the store. Many wares are housed in an-

tique suitcases and trunks or rustic ar-

moires, some painted in shades of pink

and turquoise. Vintage lace-up boots

prop up the menu signage in the store's

coffee shop, which is located in a back

room and keeps shoppers caffeinated

with espresso, cappuccinos, and lattes.

Many of Lambert's framed platinum

and gold records, including best-sell-

ing singles like "White Liar" and chart-

topping albums like "Four the Record,"
hang along the pink-painted wall by a

staircase that leads guests to a second

story, which holds kids' clothing, sale

items, and Lindale Eagles T-shirts from

the local high school. Guests often pose

for snapshots in front of the awards, as

well as outside under the entrance sign.

As we load up the car and head back

west to Fort Worth, I admire my Pink

Pistol souvenirs, including a pink tank

top, a hot pink to-go cup for my coffee,

and a pink candle in a mason jar. I'm

not even a huge fan of the color pink, but

I am a fan of Miranda. I guess there's

something about The Pink Pistol that

makes one want to emulate Lam-

bert's small town-loving, wild-at-heart

spirit-and her passion for pink. *
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{( HIS IS THE MOST DELICIOUS
thing I've had to drink at break-

fast, or maybe ever," says my
friend Leslie, pointing to her tall

glass filled with ice, fresh mint,
a pineapple drinking vinegar, and

seltzer water. It's one of the spe-

cials on the blackboard at Righ-
teous Foods, where I'm joining her

for Friday-morning breakfast.

Settling into a bright orange chair at a sturdy table crafted
from reclaimed wood, I spot apricot as an option on that same

specials board, and soon I'm parroting Leslie's sentiments:

The fizzy beverage provides both tang from the coconut vin-

egar and sweetness from fresh fruit juices cold-pressed on site

daily. Combined with a little sparkling water, the blend deliv-
ers a burst of all-natural refreshment unlike anything else I've

found in Fort Worth.

That we'd be gleefully quaffing vinegar would have sur-
prised both Leslie and me in the past, but today we're among

those who eagerly keep -he tables at Righteous Foods in

Fort Worth's Cultural District filled at morning, noon, and

night. The appeal of food and drink that's equally flavor-

RIGHTEOUS FOODS
is at 3405 W. Seventh

St. in Fort Worth.

Hours: Mon-Fri

7 a.m. to 9 p.m.,

Sat 9 to 9. Call 817/
850-9996; www.eat
righteously.com.

ful and healthful has us hooked on

the organic, restorative goodness that

owner Lanny Lancarte stocks on the

Righteous Foods menus.

Lanny, who transformed his for-
mer upscale restaurant, Lanny's Alta

Cocina Mexicana, to this casual place

last fall, shifted his personal focus to

nutrient-dense food and drink when he

embraced a more active lifestyle a few

years ago. But because he's a classically

trained chef with a degree from the

Culinary Institute of America in New

York, he couldn't forsake his passion

for tasty things that both gratify and
intrigue the taste buds.

"When I went out to dinner, there

was nothing 'unleaded' that I found

interesting. Choosing between spar-

kling water or nothing got old," says

Lanny. "So I started creating drinks

with real ingredients, like fruits and

herbs, sans liquor."

26 texashighways.com I JULY 2015
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DRINK

He soon created a menu of "mock-

tails" for Alta Cocina that became an

instant hit with guests who were preg-

nant or opting not to consume alcohol

for other reasons. Soon, he was exper-

imenting with cold-pressed juices and

drinking vinegars, which found popu-

larity with his bicycle-racing and yoga-

enthusiast friends.

Energized by the response, Lanny

overhauled his restaurant accord-

ing to his new life model, brighten-
ing the space with splashes of orange

and green and adding an abundance

of potted cactus to the decor, inside

and out on the breezy patio. In October

2014, Lanny opened Righteous Foods

with a hefty roster of nutritious break-

fast, lunch, and dinner dishes, along

with a wealth of fabulous beverages

that make both palate and body hap-
py. (Of the lunch and dinner offer-

ings, one of my favorites is the kale

salad with blackened salmon and

In October 2014, Lanny
opened Righteous Foods with

a hefty roster of nutritious
breakfast, lunch, and dinner
dishes, along with a wealth

of fabulous beverages.

cashew dressing; for breakfast I love the

waffles with dark chocolate, bananas,

and flaxseed.)

"I didn't know if Fort Worth was
going to be as hungry for all of this

healthy stuff as I was, but we had lines

out the door for a few weeks," Lanny

says, noting that his staff hustles to keep

up with the 500 people Righteous feeds

on a busy Saturday. "We've easily qua-

drupled our business since we opened."

Clearly, there's an audience keen on
conscientious consumption these days,

particularly if recovering from lapses

into unhealthy food and drink choices.

The Righteous Foods menu says it all,
up top, in the Drink section: Detox and

Retox. Under the Detox section are cold-

pressed juices, freshly squeezed liquid
versions of organic fruits and vegeta-

bles. Two kitchen helpers dedicated to
juicing come in after midnight and use

two juicing machines like those em-

ployed in the home kitchen, making

three to four gallons an hour.

"It's labor intensive, and we run out

of juices at the end of every shift, so we

keep two people on the juicers at several
times each day," Lanny says.

Among my favorites is the Botanist

D-Lite: Spinach gives the drink its

rich emerald color, while cucumber

and Granny Smith apple provide tart

coolness, and mint and lime provide

sparkly kick. A runner-up is grilled-

lavender lemonade, a blend of fresh
lemon juice, lavender simple syrup,

organic cane sugar, and a caramelized

lemon wheel.
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Apothecary jars lining a wooden

shelf behind the green-and-white-

tiled bar contain a Technicolor array

of drinking vinegars, concoctions also

known as "shrubs." Each holds a blend

of mild-tasting coconut vinegar and a

smidgen of cane sugar with fresh, cold-

pressed fruit such as blackberry, apri-

cot, mango, and pineapple.

The Righteous Foods
menu says it all, up top,

in the Drink section:
Detox and Retox.

Persuading guests to wrap their

heads around the idea of drinking vin-

egar was easier than you'd think, Lanny

says. "When I explain that shrubs are

a healthy alternative to soft drinks-

which we don't carry-and we get peo-

ple to taste one, they realize they're

really good. The shrubs aid in digestion

by helping to break down your food, and

they give you the sensation that you're

a little more full than you are."

Guests still wishing for a little more

pizzazz in their nutritious drinks de-

light in Righteous Foods' "retox" side
of the beverage menu. Cocktails made

with organic liquor components in-

clude my top pick, the Blackberry Gin

Fizzle, blending organic gin, lemon

juice, blackberry vinegar, and selt-

zer water. Lanny's riff on the popular

Moscow Mule is his Burro de Culia-

can, a mix of organic tequila with or-

ganic ginger liqueur, fresh grapefruit
juice, and a splash of seltzer, served in

a copper mug.

Shifting to this healthier way of sip-
ping seems not only easier, but righ-

teous. As Lanny states as his motto on

the menu, his offerings are "good for

the body, good for the soul." I'll drink
to that. *

MAKE IT!
More on shrubs (plus recipes!)

at texashighways.com/drink.
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Sweet on Susie's
CONFECTION PERFECTION IN MIDLAND

text by Rachel Monroe

HE FIRST THING I NOTICE
when I walk in the door at Su-

sie's South 40 Confections is the

unmistakably sweet scent of

candy-the rich, buttery aroma of

caramel; the sharp, earthy scent

of chocolate. As I stand in the en-

tryway, in the shadow of a 22-foot

working windmill that owner

Susie Hitchcock-Hall brought in

for "eye candy," I'm struck by the bounty of real candy. Soon, a

couple and their young son walk through the door behind me.

"Yum!" the boy exclaims. You said it, kid.

Housed in a brand-new, 15,000-square-foot building in the

shadows of Midland's downtown skyscrapers, Susie's factory

store is a working confectionery that's also open to tour groups
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SUSIE'S SOUTH 40
is at 401 S. Marienfeld

in Midland. Call
800/221-4442;
www.susies

southforty.com.

Texas Pecan Toffee
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and individual candy-lovers looking for

a sugar fix. Hitchcock-Hall, a dynamo
with an obvious love of life (and a se-

rious sweet tooth), happily offers tours

to anyone interested in learning more
about the candy factory's operations.

In the 24 years that she's been in the

business, Hitchcock-Hall tells me, she

has shipped handmade chocolates, pra-

lines, and caramels to customers in all

50 states, as well as to 37 countries (and

even a few U.S. presidents). Right now,

in fact, some of her employees are put-

ting the finishing touches on hundreds
of bags of Texas Trash (a blend of cere-

als, pretzels, and pecans coated in white

confection) for attendees at an upcom-

ing event in Houston.

Looming over the candy factory's en-

tryway is a giant Texas-shaped cookie
cutter, 10 feet across at its widest point.

Hitchcock-Hall sees me gawking at it,

and tells me that it once held the 1.5-ton
piece of toffee that she made to celebrate

the 2002 opening of her last factory. The

two-million-calorie candy was so big it

had to be made in the back of a flatbed
truck; it even garnered a mention in

the Guinness World Records. After the
opening ceremony, it was donated to ap-

preciative local charities.
Fortunately, Hitchcock-Hall is also

committed to making candy in more

modest portions, and the factory store is

an ideal way to get a behind-the-scenes

look at the process. One hundred feet

of windows allow visitors a full view of

all the work that goes into making the

dozens of candy varieties that Susie's
South 40 is known for. About a dozen

employees bustle about, performing the

various jobs that make the factory run

smoothly. As we look on, a woman care-

fully dips strawberries into melted Bel-
gian chocolate; another takes a tray of

caramel and begins slicing it into cubes;

a third carefully apportions candies in

cellophane bags to be tied with bright
red ribbons; and a fourth drizzles white

chocolate onto a tray of fudge squares.

For all the pleasure it may bring,
candy-making is a serious business

that requires precision and attention
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to detail. As we gaze out at the factory

floor, Hitchcock-Hall points out the
many features that allow her employ-
ees to ensure consistency and quality
between batches, including stainless-
steel tables with built-in, water-based
refrigeration systems. The process has

evolved monumentally since the busi-

ness started in 1991, when Hitchcock-
Hall made toffee in her home kitchen on

a 40-acre ranch just south of Midland.

When you visit, budget time to stop by
the extensive gift shop; Manager Kath-
leen Curtis offers every visitor who

comes in the door a piece of Texas Pecan

Toffee. The toffee, rich and buttery with
just the right amount of crunch, was

Hitchcock-Hall's first recipe; it's best
served straight from the freezer, Curtis

says. While nibbling on toffee, visitors

can browse the shop, which offers gour-

met foods such as olive oils, specialty

salts, and all manner of condiments in

addition to candy. One corner features

children's candies, with shelves dedi-

cated to giant rainbow lollipops, jaw-
breakers, and old-timey favorites such

as Slo-Poke caramel chews and Nick-

L-Nip syrup-filled wax bottles. Inter-

spersed throughout are small plates

offering bite-size versions of all the

different candies, so you can taste be-

fore you buy. Hitchcock-Hall also takes

pains to decorate the store for every hol-

iday; on my visit before Valentine's Day,
it was festooned with red ribbons, heart-

shaped balloons, and teddy bears.

Hitchcock-Hall has put her personal

stamp on each of the many different

products that Susie's South 40 has for
sale. She's involved in coming up with

the names for every new kind of candy,
as well as unusual packaging such as

Texas-shaped boxes. Each variety has

its own distinct look. "Winners," which

are caramels enrobed with Belgian

chocolate, earned their name when an

early taste-tester deemed the recipe "a

Where else in the
world can you get a gift
basket shaped like an
oil derrick or a pump jack?

winner." They come in an elegant black

box with an image of a gold trophy on

the front. "Kickers" pralines come in a

cute cowboy boot-shaped box; the pack-

aging is red, in honor of Hitchcock-

Hall's favorite pair of dancing boots.
Susie's South 40 also does a brisk

business in gift baskets, which can be
tailored to any taste. Hitchcock-Hall

points out a few of the more creative

basket shapes hanging on the wall,
and I wonder: Where else in the world

can you get a gift basket shaped like an

oil derrick or a pump jack? "Out here,

we're all in the oil business, even if you

are the local sugar pusher," Hitchcock-

Hall says. *
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Silo House Rules
CASUAL AND CLASSY AT THE CHICKEN FARM

text by John Morthland

'D BET ANYTHING THAT THE SILO HOUSE
in San Angelo would be the state's best res-

taurant located in an abandoned chicken farm

even if it weren't the state's only restaurant lo-

cated in ar abandoned chicken farm. The Silo

House is that good.

And yes- the restaurant is really built around

a pair of grain silos at the Chicken Farm Art

Center, a ccmpound of artists' studios just north

of downtown San Angelo. Roger Allen, a potter,
bought the ramshackle property in 1971, long after it was no

longer used for raising and processing chickens, and converted

it into a place where art.=sts could live and work. Today, the

Chicken Farm Art Cente r houses 15 studios and two galleries

where artists create and sell their works, as well as an inn and

the restaurant. The Chic ken Farm also hosts regular public

SJ

SILO HOUSE
RESTAURANT
is at 2503 Martin
Luther King Blvd. in
San Angelo. Open
for lunch Tue-Fri 11-2

and for dinner Thu-Sat

6-9:30 by reservation.

Call 325/658-3333;
www.innatthe
artcenter.com.

ow H
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events, such as the three-day Thanks-

giving Open House and a monthly First

Saturday celebration, when the resident

artists open their studios and are joined

by various vendors, a circle of jamming

acoustic musicians, and a free clay give-

away to children who wish to pursue

their muses.

Last fall, current Silo House propri-

etor Helen Keith, who runs the restau-

rant with her husband Craig, was sell-

ing her barbecue sauce, relishes, and

baked goods at the Chicken Farm dur-

ing First Saturday when she learned of

the opportunity to take over the restau-

rant. The restaurant was already well-

established in West Texas for its up-

scale, five-course comfort-food meals,
so she didn't hesitate. But this marked
her first foray into the restaurant busi-

ness. "It was sink or swim for us," she

says with a laugh. "I'd never done any-

thing like this before, but it was too
good of an opportunity to pass up, and

we dove right in." For their chef, they
hired Sergio Rico, who'd been running

the catering operation of the cafeteria at

Angelo State University but yearned for

the chance to be more creative.

The Silo House was closed for nearly

three months, reopening just before

Christmas 2014. During that time,

Craig spearheaded a thorough remodel.

He built new tables and repainted the

interior with red and golden hues to
lend a warm ambiance. And, to "bring

the Chicken Farm back inside," as

Craig puts it, they displayed paint-

ings, textiles, and chicken figurines

from their neighboring artists. With

a fireplace burning in the main room

and music playing softly in the back-

ground, an evening here balances ca-

sual and classy in a way that's not easy

to achieve. And once you're here, you

can stay for the evening, if that's your

desire. The Silo House, which comfort-

ably seats 42, doesn't turn over tables.

"People come to kick back and relax,"

explains Helen. "They don't want to be

out in a half-hour."

"Sergio and I sit down and come up

with the menus together," she says.

2 9



OPERATION: McNay Outreach

MNAY ART MUSEUM:
T HE SE~CR ET IS OUT

We used to be San Antonio's best-kept

secret, now we're telling all. The McNay

offers world-class art and

diverting experiences. Now that you know, welcome

to The i McNay .

REFERENCES:
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CONTACT: mcnayart. org
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"They're not heavily structured, so he

has as much freedom to be creative as

possible." She prepares the desserts and

he does the rest, sticking to fresh, local

ingredients as best he can. The entree op-

tions always include an organic rib-eye

steak, but it's given a different treatment
with sauces and rubs each week. Sea-

food stars in a second option-shrimp,

snapper, maybe even octopus-and the

third entree features pork, chicken, or

lamb. Meals, which include five courses,

usually run $40-$60 per person. Alcohol

is not served, but diners are welcome to

bring their own for a small corkage or

set-up fee. Weekday lunches feature

soups, salads, sandwiches, and wraps,
plus two daily hot entrees.

The Silo House is, in fact, built
around a pair of grain silos at the

Chicken Farm Art Center, a
compound of artists' studios just
north of downtown San Angelo.

I dined at a table overlooking the

Chicken Farm galleries, and the main

dining room was nearly full with pa-

trons of all ages. I chose an appetizer of

tomato, salami, and mozzarella drizzled

with basil oil, a light and enticing begin-
ner. That was followed by a cream-of-ja-

lapeno soup that emphasized the citrus

flavor of the pepper rather than the heat

(though there was some of that, too) and

a beautiful sesame-beet salad accented

by carrot, thin snips of scallion, and a

few scattered peanut halves, all in a pea-

nut-soy dressing. I chose the charred

lemon chicken piccata entree and was

rewarded with two large pieces of suc-

culent chicken breast, pounded thin

and served atop abed of rice, with crisp,

roasted asparagus on the side. For des-

sert, I went with a walnut tart with or-

ange Chantilly cream. The tart was the

final triumph of the evening-chewy,

not too sweet, with a hint of rosemary,

and served with a sauce that reminded

me of butterscotch.
This is my kind of fine dining, and in

a most unstuffy manner at that. *
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NextWeekend VIVA BIG BEND

F THERE'S A DESCRIPTION THAT COMES UP REPEATEDLY WHEN
people talk about the Marfa lights, it's the way they dance. The color

and intensity of the lights vary widely depending on whom you ask,

but their darting, dipping, and flickering movements often call to mind

some sort of supernatural boogie. Maybe it's understandable, therefore,

that sightings of the Marfa lights spike during the Viva Big Bend music

festival, when everyone has music ringing in their ears.

Viva Big Bend, which takes place July 23-26 this year, features more

than 50 bands in 10 venues spread around Alpine, Marfa, Fort Davis, and Mara-

thon. The music fans who journey to West Texas for the festival tend to appreciate

its focus on Texas music-roots-rock, country, Tex-Mex, Latin, blues, and folk-as

well as the desert mountain landscape and the peculiarities of the setting, such as

the Marfa lights. You don't meet too many strangers when everybody in the crowd

shares a love of live music and West Texas.

4 Odessa
145 miles;

2 hours

Austin
400 miles;

6 hours

Dallas
500 miles;

7 hours

Nacogdoches
600 miles;

9 hours

VIVA BIG BEND
music festival takes

place July 23-26 in

Alpine, Marfa, Fort Davis,
and Marathon. Four-
day passes for ticketed

shows cost $50 in ad-

vance and are expected

to be $60 at the event.

www.vivabigbend.com.

Houston
570 miles;

8 hours

Viva
Big Bend
features

more than
50 bands in 10

West Texas
music venues.

The
DISTANCE

to
ALPINE
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"People get on the wavelength out

here," reflects Will Dupuy, a stand-up

bass player and leader of the Austin

band La Tampiquena. "It's got a refresh-

ing feeling, an intriguing feeling-and
it's so vast. Life moves a lot slower out

here, so you don't have the whole crowd

mentality. Versus bigger festivals, it just

feels like this is one big party that we're

all in together."

La Tampiquena, which plays a funky

mix of honky-tonk and Tex-Mex, will

be among the acts featured at this year's

edition of the party. Other highlights

include Shinyribs, Butch Hancock,

Grupo Fantasma, Chubby Knuckle

Choir, Soul Track Mind, William Clark
Green, Bachaco, and an "All-Star Trib-

ute to Doug Sahm," featuring the Texas

Tornados, Joe King Carrasco, Kevin

Russell, Terri Hendrix, Lloyd Maines,

and others. The festival is made up of

ticketed events at nightclub venues in

Alpine and Marfa, as well as free af-

ternoon concerts at the Gage Hotel in

Marathon, the Kelly Outdoor Theater

in Fort Davis, the Holland Hotel court-

yard in Alpine, and a party on Murphy

Street in Alpine.

Stewart Ramser, tourism director

for the city of Alpine, started Viva Big

Bend Music Festival in 2012 to drum up

summer travel activity, celebrate Texas

music, and showcase the range of live-

music venues in the region. The event

drew about 3,000 people per day in

2014, about 70 percent of them from out

of town. Lodging in Alpine and Marfa

fills up quickly for the festival weekend,
and the demand for rooms overflows

through the area.

"One of the things people immedi-

ately think when they hear 'West Texas

in late July' is it's going to be 115 de-

grees," Ramser says. "While there are

parts of West Texas that are extremely

hot, in the mountain area, the high el-

evations, the climate is much different

than the rest of Texas. The bulk of our

activities are in communities that are at

4,500 feet or higher."

Alpine averages a high temperature

of 88 degrees on July 25 (the Saturday

ALL IN THE FAMILY
Texas trotbatour

Butch Hancock
performing here

during last year's
Viva Big Bend

with his son Rory.
will return for
this summer's

festival. Below.
Kevin Carroll
leads a ukulele

workshop at Planet
Marfa during the

2014 festival.
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of this year's festival) compared to 94

in Houston and 96 in Dallas and Aus-

tin, according to the Southern Regional

Climate Center. West Texas is also arid,

which is a relief for many visitors ac-

customed to summer humidity. When

the sun goes down and a breeze blows

through, the air is surprisingly crisp.

Alpine's average low for July 25 is 63 de-

grees, which is 10 degrees cooler than

Texas' big cities.

The weather is mild enough that

Railroad Blues, an Alpine club that has
been serving up live bands and cold beer

for decades, lights a bonfire on festival

nights. The flames cast a warm glow

across the club's gravel yard, which

backs right up to the Union Pacific train

tracks. The blast of passing locomotives

periodically drowns out the rowdy ban-

ter rising from the wooden picnic tables.

Inside the club, hundreds of

musicians' photos-auto-

graphed and framed-dec-

orate the walls. A wooden

floor welcomes dancers to

the front of the stage, while

others gather at barrel bar

tables. The festival closes

each night at Railroad

Blues with music until 1:30

a.m. You can count on a big crowd and

a bustling dance floor.

The diversity of venues is one of the

interesting parts of exploring Viva Big

Bend. along with the scenic drives sep-

arating the host towns. For those who

don't want to drive, the festival runs a

free shuttle between the host towns.

The Granada Theatre in Alpine is

the festival's largest space with a ca-

pacity of 500 people. Set in the shell of

a 1929 movie theater, the Granada pres-

ents the festival's biggest acts, such as

Grupo Fantasma and the Doug Sahm

tribu e show this year, and in years past,
the likes of Billy Joe Shaver, Reckless

Kelly, and the Texas Tornados. Also

in Alpine, the Holland Hotel, the festi-

val's headquarters, hosts free afternoon

shows in its courtyard; and the shaded

patio of the Reata Restaurant features
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quieter dinnertime shows, such as The

O's and Elise Davis this year. (Patio

tables require advance reservation

through the restaurant.)

In Marfa, Viva Big Bend puts on

shows at Planet Marfa, an outdoor bar

with a quirky desert vibe character-

ized by adobe, Christmas lights, and a

sunken tipi; Padre's, a classic nightclub

set in a century-old adobe former fu-

neral home; and the Lost Horse, an Old

West cowboy dive with stucco walls and

an intimate stage.

The free shows are mostly outside. In

Marathon, bands take the stage on the

patio of the Gage Hotel's White Buffalo
Bar. The terracotta roof tiles, chile ristras,
and stucco walls impart a Southwestern

feel, while overhanging Mexican elder

and pine trees shade the patio. The Fort
Davis Chamber of Commerce built a
bandstand behind the Jeff Davis County

Library to join in on the fun of Viva Big
Bend. Hosting several bands on Saturday

afternoon, the Fort Davis stage attracts

a crowd of locals, who make a party out

of the day with picnics and washer-pitch-

ing. The Fort Davis stage hosted a series

of memorable moments in 2014, includ-

ing a reunion performance by the short-

lived but wildly popular Twang Twang

Shock-a-Boom, which took Austin by

storm in the early'90s, and a charismatic

performance by Joe King Carrasco, who

after 40 years of nuevo wavo rock-and-
roll, still loves to charge into the crowd to

play his electric guitar on the tabletops.

(Carrasco will play Railroad Blues on

Thursday of this year's event.)

Along with the music showcases,

Viva Big Bend organizes events for both

musicians and fans to network and ex-

plore music, such as instrument and

songwriting workshops, and concerts

for children.

The festival's "Musicians and their
Artwork" series provides intrigu-
ing insight into the creative process

by showcasing musicians performing

among their own artworks. One after-

noon during last summer's festival, a

small crowd gathered at Galeria Sib-

ley on Holland Avenue in Alpine to lis-

ten to a performance by Doug More-

land. Raised in Fort Davis and now a

resident of Manchaca, Moreland is a

country-western fiddler and songwriter

who also creates imaginative chainsaw

carvings from wood, such as armchairs

flanked by prickly pear cactus and howl-

ing javelinas. Moreland, who will partic-

ipate in the artists' showcase again this

year, reveled in the informal setting of

the gallery, telling tall tales, calling on

his father Glenn to pick a tune, and riff-

ing on the horn of a passing train by

playing "Orange Blossom Special."
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"One hand washes the other," More-

land says of his dual pursuits of music

and chainsaw carving. "I didn't ever

mean for it to be that way, but it just

kind of always happened. I still enjoy

both equally."

The relaxed nature of Viva Big Bend

allows for this type of interaction be-

tween participants, be they musicians

or fans. Consider the example of Colin

Gilmore and Nicolette Good, Ameri-

cana/folk songwriters from Austin

and San Antonio, respectively. The two

met at Viva Big Bend in 2013, and now

they join forces on occasion for perfor-

mances and tours.

"It was probably going to happen

anyway, but anything that happens out

here is tinged in this dreamy feel," Good

recalls. Says Gilmore, who's on the bill

for this summer's festival: "When I saw

that Nicolette was playing out here, I
thought, 'We're on a similar path now

musically,' and it's great that it has led

us more than once to this festival."

Ramser, who draws on his connec-

tions and experience as publisher of

Texas Music magazine to book the

bands, says some of the performers

bring their families and make a vaca-

tion out of the trip to Viva Big Bend.

And many of them want to return the

following year, something he tries to

accommodate while also introducing

new names.

"We want to throw a lot of stuff at peo-

ple," he says. "If someone walks away

and they feel like they didn't get to see

and do everything, well, that's great.

We want them to come back next year."

Back for more bands, more new

friends, more desert mountains-and

maybe, if you're lucky, more dancing

Marfa lights. *

DRIVE BIG BEND
vvlw A car festival featuring antique.

classic, and performance auto-

mobiles takes place July 30-Aug.
in Alpine and Marfa. Events include

car shows and scenic car tours.

www.drivebigbend.com.

When it comes to entertainment, Miller
Outdoor Theatre is a real breath of fresh air.
The best music, dance, theater and more.
EVERY PERFORMANCE IS FREE.

--

1 Lh IM1' I t l --
Earn 1,000 Best Western Rewards® Points for Each Night, Up to 4 Nights
" Join Best Western Rewards®, our FREE rewards program.
- Now through December 31, 2015 members L p t W

earn 1,000 bonus points for every qualified
night you stay at a participating Bes: Western®
hotel in Texas, for up to 4 nights! &

" Points can be redeemed for free room nights,
partner rewards, merchandise, dining,
retail and gift cads. PLUS

Register for this offer at bestwesterntexas.com/highways15
or call 1.800.433.7234 and mention promo code TXHWY15.

Visit bestwesterntexas.com/h ghwaysl5 for complete terms and conditions. At Best Western Rawards® program rules apply. See bestwesternrewards.com
for additional program terms For a list of most current properties, Iccal attractions, and events visit bestwesternTexas.com. Amenities vary by location.
Best Western and the Best Western marks are service narks or registered service marks of Best Western International, Inc. 2015 Best Western
International, Inc. All rights reserved. Each Best Western@ branded hotel is independently owned and operated.
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at Miller is magic!



FROM FENCES TO FLAGS

Tta&
RUlSTIC MASTERPIECES
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WHAT DO YOU DO WITH A FENCE that can't be
mended? If you're Kurt Lueckemeyer, owner of the
Lucky Picket Company in Magnolia, you rescue the
wood, repurpose it into a masterpiece, and hang it on

your wall. What began as a hobby for Kurt is now a
business with customers all over Texas and beyond.

If you ask Kurt why he works with wood for his home
furnishings and decor, he'll tell you he loves the creative
freedom the medium provides. We think he's taken the,
"farm to table" concept to the next level!

RUSTIC TEXAS FLAG
This wall hanging is hardcrafted
from wood pieces fourd in

Texas and is ready to hang

inside or out. 25 x 17 in.:hes.

37878........ $75.00

ITE ,X A S"H I G H W A Y S

EASY to
ORDER:
shop.texashighways.com

. I80A0-819-4997

(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.)

Or, use the ORDER FORM in this issue.
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THE LAKES ISSUE

OUR AKES,
YOU WERE BORN BEFORE 1950, YOU'RE OLDER THAN

three-fourths of the lakes in Texas.

And let's get this straight up front: Most "lakes" in Texas

are actually reservoirs constructed for a variety of purposes

r such as flood control, irrigation, municipal water supply, and industrial

use. Of the 187 reservoirs in Texas that hold 5,000 acre-feet of water or

more, 138 were built following the drought of the 1950s, when a grow-

;? ing population demanded water, water, and more water.

Texas has only two large natural lakes, and both have been somewhat

altered by humans. One-Caddo Lake, shared with Louisiana-is

famous for its cypress sloughs and steamboating history, but the largest

natural lake entirely in the state-Green Lake, south of Victoria-_

is virtually unknown.

But natural or constructed, all Texas lakes have this in common:

We pretty much take them for granted.

Yet for the vast majority of Texans, lakes supply the water we drink

and use to irrigate; they allow us to sail, ski, boat, and fish; and they

provide scenic spots for us to live, camp, or simply watch the sunset.

I { Texas lakes are such a part of our lives that we almost forget they are

there, and how much we depend on them.

fU DVES. {OUR LAKES,

TO EE B RFRE 1950 OUREODRTA

. - Ythre-frth ofa the lake in '.. Texas.
An etsgt hsstagt pfon:Mst"aes nTea
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THE LAKES ISSUE

All over Texas, we've put reservoirs in places nature chose not to, and

( in so doing we've taken on the duties and responsibilities of parenthood.

As any parent can tell you, it's not an easy job. Lakes fill with silt after heavy
rains, become infested with invasive plants and animals, are drained by
drought and thirsty urban lawns. We complain of their performance in dry

times and accuse them of misbehavior when too much rain overfills them.

X We expect them to produce fish on demand, water everlasting, and fun

never-ending. Like children, lakes are sometimes unable to live up to

expectations. But oh, the joys when they shine.

Ask opinions on lakes from an angler who just pulled the biggest bass

of his life from Lake Fork; or someone who's seen the sun rise over Lake

Somerville from horseback; or jogged along White Rock Lake in Dallas;

or paddled a kayak across Old Folks Playground on Caddo in morning fog.
They will tell you what lakes mean to us. They are us. We are them.

We run through their waters. Their waters run through us.

Jr I_ AS~ O&iLY iWO LAM(;n iVAI UliA LA4t.S, AM-L

Lakes were built to be workhorses, but we've come to love them more

as playmates. Recreation wasn't why most reservoirs were built. Lake

Naconiche near Nacogdoches is a new breed: a lake built solely for recre-

p ation. It supplies no faucet, wards off no flood, waters no crop. And yet it

fulfills a need as important as any of those. It waters our souls.

Naconiche, like other reservoirs, covers land once lived on and loved by

people and wildlife, a reminder that lakes not only give, they take away.

r}v The loss of land cuts deep and reminds us that we are not the masters of

water: Our need for water is master of us. t

Like us, lakes get old, develop ills and infirmities, and need a helping
f hand now and again. One of the great challenges we face in the next half-

century is keeping our lakes healthy and able to nourish future generations.

Texas is a leader in a new movement, Friends of Reservoirs, designed

to engage citizens and businesses in projects aimed at revitalizing aging

reservoirs. You can learn more at www.waterhabitatlife.org.

The basic premise of Friends of Reservoirs is that our lakes, like our lives,

are what we make them-and that neither can survive without the other.

We are bound by waters. *

La'rylHodge is ith Te.as Paiks adl Wildlifes Freshvaier Fisheries Center

in Athens. He enjoys informing the public about recreational opportunities on

. A A~

PHOTOS: (from top) Kenny Braun; Brandon Jakobeit; Erich Schlegel; Chase A. Fountain, TPWD; Kenny Braun
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LAKE LIVINGSTON

IN THE PINEY WOODS OF EAST TEXAS, SOME 80 MILES

north of Houston, this 90,300-acre reservoir on the Trinity

River is the sEcond-largest lake wholly within the state

borders-and a popular getaway for boaters and anglers.

In 1976, a lucky guy named Charles Booth caught a 114-

pound flathead catfish here, a state record. Each spring

brings white-bass aficionados to the creeks that feed the

lake, which a'so has healthy populations of striped and

largemouth bass.

Camping options on the lake include 635-acre Lake

Livingston State Park in Polk County (www.tpwd.texas.

gov/state-parks/lake-livingston), and Wolf Creek Park near

the town of Cbldspring (www.trinityra.org/wolf-creek-park.

htm), run by the Trinity River Authority. Established in

1977, the state park is extremely popular with travelers from

Dallas and Houston especially. Surprisingly, it also sees its

share of international tourists hoping to add birds to their

life lists. Interpretive ranger Joel Janssen says specialties

include indigo 'Juntings and redheaded woodpeckers.

The park store has been renovated and expanded, lakeside

hiking trails have been upgraded, and more picnic tables

and barbecue grills have been added to the day-use areas.

Looking ahead, plans are on tap for an interactive nature

center and updates to campgrounds and other facilities.

Wolf Creek, a pleasant seasonal

........ facility on the west side of the lake,

opens from March through November

HUNGRY? and offers a swimming area, play-
ry te a th eu ground, boat ramps, and a marina

Monkey Restaurant and and grocery. With the lake's 450-plus
Tavern in coldspring miles of shoreline, be sure to leave
(936/653-8282). . . e o f

...................... enough time to explore.

PHOTO Kevin Stiliman 
JULY 2015 texashigltways.com 47
JULY 2015 1 texashighways.com 47P HOT O: Kevin Stillman
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WHITE ROCK LAKE

LESS THAN 10 MILES FROM DALLAS'

downtown core, White Rock Lake is

to Dallas as Frederick Law Olmsted's

famous Central Park is to New York

City-a place where locals love to

get away, but so iconic that visitors

come from across the land to explore

and play. The historic 1,100-acre lake

was born in 1911, when city leaders

dammed White Rock Creek to create
a new source of drinking water. After

some years of neglect, in 1995 the lake

got a new lease on life when Dallas

voters approved a $9-million bond for

its restoration.

Today, White Rock Lake has many

fans. It has emerged an epicenter

for family fun, fitness devotees, and

nature lovers alike. "We are one of the

largest urban lakes in the country,"

says Jennifer Hoesterey of the non-

profit White Rock Lake Conservancy,

which fundraises on behalf of Dallas

Parks and Recreation and sponsors

events such as the spring Celebration!
White Rock (usually in April)-
featuring food trucks and fun runs.

"People come from all over to see what

we have to offer."

Hoesterey estimates the lake sees

2 million visitors each year. Tourists

and locals come to investigate a wide

array of amenities, such as the Audu-

bon-designed birding area, or to hike
through the park's patches of wild-
life-rich urban wilderness. A nearly

10-mile hike-and-bike circuit rings

the lake as well. There is sailing and

paddling and some fishing, but no
swimming. Instead, rent a canoe,

- - 4

j

~ _ -

kayak, or stand-up paddle board at the

White Rock Paddle Co.
Recent park projects, like new light-

ing, a new dog park, and renovations to

a CCC pavilion, are almost completed.

Several hills, including Flagpole Hill-
popular on those rare occasions when

snowfall makes sledding possible-

draw picnickers in nice weather,
but there's plenty of fun year-round.

Check out www.dallasparks.org/

235/White-Rock-Lake or
www.whiterockdallas.org.

48 texashighways.com I JULY 2015 
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HUNGRY?
Near White Rock
Lake, BARBEC's
is a brunch
classic in Dallas
(214/321-5597)
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CANYON LAKE

THE WALL OF CANYON DAM RISES 224 FEET ABOVE THE

stream below, dividing the Guadalupe River into something

like Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Below the dam, anglers cast for
rainbow trout (stocked during the winter), and tubers float

in the cool, swift current on hot summer days. Above the

dam, however, the flat surface of this favorite Hill Country

destination is like another world, dominated by an 8,000-

acre lake that's bordered by forested ridges.
Since its creation in 1964, Canyon Lake has been a popu-

lar retreat for residents of San Antonio and Austin, whether

finding haven at lake houses or campgrounds. The U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers (www.swf-wc.usace.army.mil/

HUNGRY?
Catch spectacular
lake sunset views-
along with barbecue,
burgers, and tacos-
on the patio at
BA IA BBQ SHACK at
Canyon Lake Marina
(www.bajabbq
shack.com).

lakemarinastx.com). Canyon Lake

also has an active sailing scene, with

seasonal races, regattas, and a variety

of courses for those new to the sport;

the Lake Canyon Yacht Club and

Hill Counzry Yacht Club can get
you started.

Built to protect downstream

communities from disastrous

floods, Canyon Dam was put to the

test in 2002 when three feet of rain

-: -*a ry- '

50 texashighways.com I JULY 2015 P H OTO S: (from top) Will van Overbeek; (@ David J. Sams

canyon) manages Canyon Lake with the Gualalupe-Blanco
River Authority and operates eight parks, including four
with camping and two with group shelters, as well as beaches
and boat ramps. There are lighted fishing piers on both

sides of the lake, and Canyon Lake Marina rents ski boats,

pontoon boats, kayaks, and wave runners (www.canyon

Y
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in oneweek forced water over the

emergency spillway for the first time
since the dam was built. The flow of
water and deris carved through theh

110-million-year-old Glen Rose lime-b

stone, creating what is now known

as Canyon Lake Gorge. The Gorge

Preservation Society (www.canyon

gorge.org) offers regular three-hour a:' '«" ,
educational tours of the scoured spills
way with stops to view dinosaur fl
tracks, spring-fed pools, waterfalls,T
and all manner of rock formations,

from ancient aquatic channels to the ".
Balconies Fauit, geodes, and the fossils

of ancient sea organisms like bivalves

and gastropods.
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1 BUESCHER LAKE

6N

Beauty and the Brush1Yr 'r

ANOASIS AMONG THE ROLLING BRUSH COUNTRY OF THE SOUTH "1

Plains, Choke Canyon Reservoir and the Frio River Valley have been
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THE VALUE OF CERTAIN GEMS COMES FROM THEIR PURITY,

rather than their size. Such is the case of 20-acre Buescher

Lake, hidden within the Lost Pines region a mere 45 miles

east of Austin. As the centerpiece of Buescher State Park

(www.tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/buescher), the

pond remains a peaceful escape from the rigors of

urban life, catering to canoes and kayaks (rentals
available). Swimming is not allowed, but the fishing
can be good for bass, catfish, crappie, perch, and Fill U
rainbow trout during the winter. Eight miles of hike- smok

ZMand-bike trails wind through the park's woodlands ZIM(ww~
of loblolly pine and cedar elm trees. hanz

Separated from the Piney Woods of East con)than
Texas by 100 miles, the loblolly forests of the Lost Bues

Pines have flourished in the area's sandy soil for ......

NG
p on
ed m
MERHA
w.zim
elsba
in Sr
five
cherS

millennia. Devastating wildfires in 2011 spared Buescher

State Park but consumed most of neighboring Bastrop

State Park (five times the size of Buescher at 6,000 acres).
Buescher and Bastrop state parks together cover 11 square

miles of Lost Pines habitat, and they're linked

by Park Road 1C-one of the state's most scenic

stretches of pavement. Its still-mostly-shaded

13 miles provide an up-close view of the burned

wood- forest in recovery. Despite some substantial
eats at hills, it's a cyclist-friendly stretch, which lends
NZEL'S BBQ itself to frequent stops for wildlife watching, in-mer
rbeque. eluding 250 species of birds, deer, bobcats, and
iithville, less more. By visiting the area, you can help the Lostminutes from
tate Park. Pines recover-making sure that this little slice

.................... of paradise is around for generations to come.
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INKS LAKE y

AMID THE GRANITE BLUFFS OF INKS LAKE

stands its most popular feature: a heavenly

swimming hole by the unlikely name of Devil's

Waterhole.

Located about go minutes northwest of Austin,

the 800-acre Lower Colorado River Authority

reservoir enjoys fairly constant levels, meaning

that if you're daring enough to make the leap

off the nearby rocks, you will find plenty of

water on splashdown. The waterhole lies below

a small canyon that forms part of the eponymous

Inks Lake State Park (www.tpwd.texas.gov/

state-parks/inks-lake), and after a decent rain or

during wet times of the year you can explore the

waterfalls of Valley Spring Creek as well.

Fishing and boating are other popular activ-

ities on the lake, so jumpers should look before

HUNGRY?
Fuel up and cool
down with burgers
and snow cones at
SWEET MARLEY's,
Inks Lake State Park's
new food vendor
(512/793-2223).

....................................

they leap. You can rent

a canoe, paddleboat, or

kayak at the park store,

or take advantage of the

jutting fishing piers along

the shoreline. Thanks to

a large no-wake zone,
Inks Lake is a great place

for families and novice

paddlers to work on their

flat-water skills. Bass, crappie, and catfish all

call these waters home.

The 1,200-acre state park also has an ex-

tremely popular campground, as well as cabins

to rent, and about seven miles of hiking trails.

Local wildlife includes white-tailed deer, bob-
cats, and birdlife such as wild turkey, osprey,

bald eagle, and assorted songbirds. Additional

entertainment can be found at Inks Dam

National Fish Hatchery (www.fws.gov/

southwest/fisheries/inksdam/visitor.html),

and Longhorn Cavern State Park (www.tpwd.

texas.gov/state-parks/longhorn-cavern). Year-

round, the remarkable cave stays a constant

68 degrees. Both facilities open daily.

Meanwhile, it's just a mile-long paddle

from the park beach to the heart of the Devil's

Waterhole, which also makes this a popular

full-moon adventure. The park hosts canoe

clinics as well, but whether you hoof it or paddle

to the waterhole, it's a spot all Texans should

soak up at least once.

54 texashighways.com I JULY 2015
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9Natural Appeal
CADDO LAKE

MOST MAJOR LAKES IN TEXAS ARE IN TRUTH Management Area and slightly larger Caddo
reservoirs created for power generation, flood Lake National Wildlife Refuge. Taken together,
control, or to provide drinking water to nearby these three areas form one of the most diverse

towns and cities. Not so Caddo Lake, which habitats in the state, home to more than 220

despite minor human manipulations, is one of bird species, more than 45 mammal species,

the state's two naturally formed large bodies of and about 90 species of reptiles and amphibians.

freshwater-a crazy-quilt of bogs, oxbows, ponds, A 50-mile water maze comprising 10 Texas

'' and seeps covering some 26,000 acres spanning Parks and Wildlife paddling trails along Big

the Texas-Louisiana boundary. Cypress Bayou and Caddo Lake offers a chance to

To journey into Caddo Lake's mossy, cypress- get close to the wildlife. The main zone for services

studded primordial landscape is to travel through is around the town of Uncertain. About six miles

history. The Caddo Indians who gave their name outside of town, John and

to the site settled in the area hundreds of years ...................... Diane Winn of Caddo

ago, and attributed the formation of the lake to Outback Backwater
agiant flood. HUNGRY Tours (www.caddolake

These days, access is easily attained through Try RIVER BEND Restau- tours.com) offer an array
public lands such as 484-acre Caddo Lake State verendoncaddo m) of trips from photo sa-

Park (www.tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/caddo- for fried alligator and faris to romantic cruises.

lake) near Karnack, a well-loved destination catfish. Crip's Camp Marina

that features a canoe livery, campgrounds, and BIG PINES LODGE in (www.cripscamp.com)
historic cabins constructed by the Civilian Con- picnic tables with a has outboard motorboats

servation Corps. Nearby are two other natural view of the lake (www. and canoes for rent bybigpineslodge.com). a etb
areas-the 8,000-acre Caddo Lake Wildlife ..... ..... ............... the day or half-day.

_ - 10
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LAKE AM ISTAD

WHEN AM TA DAM WAS COMPLETED IN THE

fall of 1969, more than 100 square miles on

A the borderlands of Mexico and Texas west

of Del Rio were flooded to create Lake

Amistad, which is fed by the Rio Grande,
I' Fopos, and Devils rivers. Constructed as an

international project-the name "amistad"

means friendship in Spanish-the lake has

a national reputation as a black bass fishery,
syu'll find tournaents taking place year-
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POSSUM KINGDOM LAKE

THE DAM THAT HOLDS POSSUM KINGDOM
Lake, a reservoir on the Brazos River, was the
launch spot for the late Texas author John Graves
when he took the canoe trip that would become
the basis of his 1960 book Goodbye to a River, a
classic work of Texas naturalism and history. In
June 2014 and May 2015, when the Red Bull Cliff
Diving World Series arrived at the lake, the ex-
treme divers added a new chapter to the Possum
Kingdom story as they leapt from the 100-foot-
high Hell's Gate formation, drawing gasps and
cheers from a crowd gathered in a flotilla of boats
and floats. (The cliff diving series is expected to re-
turn in 2016.)

As the thousands of fun-seekers from the Dal-
las-Fort Worth area who visit "PK" already know,
this 20,000-acre lake is a mecca of water recre-
ation for everyone from nature-lovers to dare-

VCs

di

t -

Ai

devils. Located about 90
minutes northwest of Fort
Worth, Possum Kingdom
is a bright-blue beacon for
landlocked beachgoers,
bass masters, water-ski-

ers, and bird watchers. The
nearby woodlands are re-
covering from the wild-

fires that struck in 2011,
and spring rains have nearly filled the lake after
years of low levels. Conditions are ripe to explore
the 16 miles of Brazos River Authority hike-and-
bike trails around the shore (www.brazos.org).
The trail network also features campgrounds and
swimming holes, while shutterbugs will want a
camera to capture views from scenic lookouts.

Nestled in the hills of Palo Pinto County, Pos-
sum Kingdom State Park (www.tpwd.texas.gov/
state-parks/possum-kingdom) offers swimming,
hiking, biking, and canoe rentals, as well as camp-
sites and air-conditioned cabins. If all that activity
leaves you in need of more luxury, The Inn at The
Harbor (www.harborliving.com) offers an upscale
alternative.

Even if you don't have time to explore the John
Graves Scenic Riverway below Morris Sheppard
Dam, we're betting you will have a tough time
saying farewell to Possum Kingdom.

58 texashighways.com I JULY 2015
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HUNGRY?
Stock up on picnic
supplies, flip-flops,
and bait at THE
TRADING POST on
the peninsula (www.
pktradingpost.com).
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From Bats to Bikes
LADY BIRD LAKE

LADY BIRD LAKE IN AUSTIN-THE COLORADO and kayak rentals. Standup paddling (SUP) is

River impoundment formerly known as Town so widespread in Austin that, according to Out-

Lake-has long been a treasured recreational side magazine, the city recently claimed the title

resource for the Texas capital. Five miles of "SUP Capital of the World." Cutfitters such

long and now outlined with a circle of as Austin Paddle Sports (www.austin

trails extending 10 miles, the urban paddlesports.com) promote night

oasis draws more than a million visi- trips, weekly SUP'n'sip happy hours,

tors a year. Regulars include runners, and waterbound "board meetings."

cyclists, and anglers pursuing every- HUNGRY? Although swimming in Lady

thing from red-eared sunfish on a Hotel's TRIO restau- B

fly to giant carp with specialized bait. rant offers patio Barton Springs Pool, located in

In 2014, a New Braunfels fisherman dining with views 358-acre Zilker Park which alsoof the lake. A daily 38ar
caught a 13-pound largemouth bass happy hour features adjoins Lady Bird Lake, is one of

waters recor. (wwt-rieriesrnin these waters, a lake record. triorestaurant the most famous swimming holes

Paddling vies for popularity on Lady austin.co-n). in the state. A constant average

Bird Lake, which has eight public ac- .------.-.-.-------------------- temperature of 68-70 degrees makes

cess points for boaters and is home to an the 1,000-foot-long pool a magnet for

11-mile Texas Parks and Wildlife paddling trail. swimmers, especially in the heat of summer.

Public rowing docks (www.rowingdock.com It's all part of a legacy that surely would have

and www.texasrowingcenter.com) offer canoe pleased the Texas-born First Lady. *

A graduate of the University of Michigan, Dan Oho knows a thing or two about great lakes.
After reporting this story, he has some new favorites.
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Waishington County~~
For a free Visitor Guide call 1-888-509-8687 - Facebook.com/VisitBrenham

4

g

Chappell Hill Bakery & Deli & Barbecue
Sausage Kolaches, Pies, Pastries, Pralines

979-836-0910 - chappellhillbakeryanddeli.com

Saddlehorn Winery
Tasting Room & Event Venue
SaddlehornWinery.com

Hermann Furniture
"The Oldest Family Owned & Operated Furniture Store in Texas"

HermannFurniture.com

Winedale
Historical Complex

979-278-3530

Home Sweet Farm Market
Market & Biergarten

HOMEsweetFARM.com

IndependenceCoffee.com
Go Local - Go Texan - Go Fresh

979-836-3322

Brenham Heritage
History-Art-Culture-Humanities
Brenham HeritageMuseum.org

Bliss Candy Company
Shop the Candy Bar

BlissCandyCompany.com

Texas Star Winery
TexasStarWinery.com

979-251-7282
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July 4 Fireworks-on-the-Brazos

Washington on the Brazos

WhereTexasBecameTexas.org

B

Tf H

FREE Outdoor Concerts
Downtown Brenham

July I1, 18, 25

Windy Winery
Harvest Grape Stomp

July Weekends; Aug 1-2,8-9

Unity Theatre
Professional, intimate theatre

UnityBrenham.org

Funky Art Cafe
Where good, fun food evolves

funkyartcafe.com

The Gallery at Round Top
South Central Texas' foremost Gallery

thegalleryatroundtop.com

Allied Ace Hardware
Brenham's Best Kept Secret

979-836-5607

The Barnhill House
An old-fashioned toy store

979-836-1817

Ant Street Inn
Vintage accommodations

antstreetinn.com

i~~7i

Heritage Home Tours
November 7,2015

GiddingsStoneMansion.com
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HE CADDO INDIANS WERE AMONG
the first Texans, moving into the

Neches Valley about 1,200 years ago.

For nearly a millennium, until the ar-

rival of Europeans, they dominated life

in E ast Texas; for the first half of that

time, they occupied a terrace above the

Neches River. And when the Caddo

vacated the village, they left behind three ceremonial mounds

that tell us much of what we know about prehistoric times in

East Texas. They also inspired the name of our state.

Caddo Mounds State Historic Site covers nearly 400 acres

on either side of Texas 21. about 26 miles west of Nacogdo-

ches, near the edge of Davy Crockett National Forest. Arche-

ologists from the University of Texas at Austin conducted the

first formal excavations at the 94-acre village site from 1939 to

1941. The state acquired parcels of the property over the years,

opening it to the public in 1982. Now managed by the Texas

Historical Commission, the site offers walking trails around

CADDO
MOUNDS STATE
HISTORIC SITE
is at 1649 Texas 21

in Alto. Open Tue-Sun,

8:30-4:30. Entry costs

$4 for adults, $3 for

children age 6-18.

Call 936/858-3218;
www.visitcaddo

mounds.com.

the mounds. and with the recent reno-

vation and expansion of its visitor cen-

:er, interp:e's the life and times of the

Caddo who settled the ancient village.

"The interpretations are aimed to-

ward culture, foodways, religion, and so

forth," explains Tony Souther, the site

manager. "We have an actual thatched

Caddo house in the corner of the mu-

seum, which you can walk into. We

nave a ceremonial structure. You can

dick up bows and arrows; you can play

-he drums and rattles. It gives you the

feeling that you're actually walking into

a Caddo village or farmstead."

Before the Caddo arrived, the East

Texas region was home to small

groups of nomadic hunters and gather-

ers. About A.D. 800, a group of Caddo

66 texashighways.com I JULY 2015
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created a permanent community on

this alluvial plain near the Neches,

introducing the mound-building tra-

ditions and agricultural practices al-

ready found throughout much of the

present-day South and Midwest. Caddo

Mounds was in the southwestern por-

tion of Caddo tribal territory, which also

encompassed southeastern Oklahoma,

southwestern Arkansas, and north-

western Louisiana.

The Caddo were skilled farmers

and grew corn, beans, squash, pump-

kins, amaranth, and sunflowers in the

rich, sandy soil. Nuts, berries, persim-

mons, and other edibles grew wild in

the woods, which also harbored game

such as deer, bear, turkey, and rabbit.

The Neches River provided fish, and

Caddo hunting parties traveled west to

the Southern Plains to harvest bison.
They dried the meat to preserve it for

the long trip home and saved the bones

for tools and hides for blankets. Their

preferred game, white-tailed deer, also

provided material for clothing, tools,

bowstrings, and shields; bears yielded

cooking fat and skins for bedding. The

wood of the bois d'arc tree, a native of

the region, was ideal for making bows

and contributed to Caddo Mounds' rep-

utation as a major regional trade center

with ties as far away as Florida and the

Great Lakes.

The Caddo people were also known

for their pottery, which tribal members

would make from river clay mixed

with materials such as crushed pottery,
bones, and shells. These days, Chase

Kahwinhut Earles, a Caddo member

from Ada, Oklahoma, makes pottery

using the tribe's traditional methods,

including hand-coiling clay, burnish-
ing the clay with a rock, hand-carving

the designs, and firing the vessels over

an open fire. Earles says that Caddo pot-

tery is distinguished from the pottery

of other American Indians by its multi-

tude of designs, such as spirals and in-

terlocking scrolls, and shapes, such as

tripod pots.
The historic site's visitor center dis-

plays Caddo pottery and other artifacts
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You can pick up
bows and arrows;
you can play the

drums and rattles.

It gives you
the feeling that

you're actually
walking into

a Caddo village
or farmstead."

1 r

from the site, including clay pipes
shaped like humans and a stone staff

known as a "spatulated celt" that would

have been a status symbol for a tribal

ruler. The visitor center also d-splays ar-

tifacts that represent the trade reach of

the Caddo, such as ear spools covered in

thin sheets of copper (copper likely from

the Wisconsin area) and seashells.

From the visitor center, a seven-

tenths-mile loop trail made cf crushed

granite takes sightseers to the Burial

Mound and the Low Platform Mound,

which look like 20- to 30-foot-tall grassy

hills and have retained some of their

original flat-topped pyramid shape. In-

terpretive signage offers insight into the

mounds, including a third mound, the

High Temple Mound, which is located

across the highway. The temple mount

is closed to visitors but is clearly visible

from a distance.

Based on the location of certain arti-

facts around the site, archeologists be-

lieve the Caddo divided the village into
two areas. Near the mounds, :he ruling

elite of political and spiritual leaders

lived and performed their ceremonial

functions on and around the High Tem-

ple and Low Platform mounds. The rest

of the population lived among farming

plots in the extended village. The pop-

ulation of the village at its peak (A.D.

1000-1300) is unknown, though arche-

ologists have identified remnants of at

least 140 of the Caddo's beehive-shaped,

thatch-covered wood houses.

Excavations of the three mounds

have led archeologists to believe that

the Caddo built them in stages over

hundreds of years. The High Temple

Mound was likely the spiritual and po-

litical center of the village, and the tribe

would have built its important struc-

tures on the mound. For ceremonial

reasons, the Caddo would occasionally

burn the s-ructures, cover the charred

remains with fresh dirt, and then build

new structures on top of the mound. Ul-

timately, the mound grew to 35 feet tall.

Archeologists believe that the tribe

interred the bodies of prominent mem-

bers of the ruling elite in the Burial

Mound. Over time, the mound grew to

20 feet in height and go feet in diameter.

A partial excavation of the mound has

indicated that it may contain as many

as 90 bodies. Just west of the Low Plat-

form Mound, an offshoot of the hiking
trail takes visitors to a deck overlooking

a grassy depression that was once a bor-

row pit, where villagers dug fresh dirt to

add to the mounds.

On the northern end of the historic

site, a dep-ession cuts across the edge

of the plateau as it drops to a lower

JULY 2015 1 texashighways.com 67

4

t



4f

68 texashighways.com iJULY 2015

W-A

4

" 
t cr aP 3

r j

,

CADDO EVENTS
Caddo Mounds State Historic Site

hosts Caddo Culture Day every year

on the second Saturday of April.

The event includes demonstrations

of traditional Caddo dance, song,

and craftwork. On the fourth Saturday

of October, the site's El Camino

Real de los Tejas Fall Festival features

living history demonstrations of the

early 19th-Century Texas frontier.

field, marking the site of an ancient In-

dian trade trail that the Spanish later

adopted as part of El Camino Real de

los Tejas, their overland route from

Mexico to northwest Louisiana. (The

historic site plans to open a trail to view

the trail ruts by the end of the year.) The

Caddo established trade with the Eu-
ropeans, who began entering the area

late in the 17th Century. By the time

Spain won control of the region, Span-

iards referred to the natives as "tejas,"

the Caddo word for "friend," and from

that came the state's name of Texas.

Most archeologists believe the Caddo

abandoned the site's ceremonial cen-

ter around A.D. 1300. The reasons for

their departure aren't certain; possi-

ble factors were a drying climate that

made the site less productive for raising

corn, and declining trade clout as other

groups in the region became more self-

sufficient. Regional Caddo communi-

ties absorbed the Caddo Mounds peo-

ple over the next half-millennium, but

eventually the natives faced increas-

ing pressure from Anglo settlers. After
Texas won independence from Mexico

in 1836, Americans moving into the

area pushed the Caddo out. The U.S.

government eventually moved the tribe

to Oklahoma. The Caddo established a

tribal center at Binger, Oklahoma, in
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1938, and since then, the Caddo Nation

of Oklahoma has grown to more than

5,000 members.

Earles, the Caddo potter, visited Caddo

Mounds State Historic Site in April for

the site's annual Caddo Culture Day. He

says he was impressed with the preser-

vation and care of the site. "Our connec-

tion to the site is an old one," Earles says.

"We don't practice the same mound

building we used to, but we hold it in
our hearts. One thing we're very sensi-

tive to is a lot of times the mounds were

a place of burial, so the Caddos regard
the mounds the same way others regard

cemeteries. And they were also a place

where our ancient ancestors practiced

our religion, and so in that sense it's sa-

cred ground to our members who came

before us and today." *
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EVENTS
WANT MORE? GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT www.texashighways.com.

July's travel spotlights:
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PINEY WOODS > Longview

Balloon Bounty
The congregation of about 85 hot-air balloons in Longview means it's
time for the U.S. National Hot Air Balloon Championship and Great
Texas Balloon Race. Held July 21-23, the championship features the
nation's 50 top pilots competing in flying accuracy contests over
Longview and Kilgore. On the weekend of July 24-26, the champi-
onship pilots join competitors in the Great Texas Balloon Race for
more contests, which spectators can view at the East Texas Regional
Airport. Also at the airport, a festival boasts balloon glows, shaped

balloons demos, bounce houses, and concerts by the Oak Ridge
Boys and Cooder Graw. www.greattexasballoonrace.com.

PRAIRIES AND LAKES > Plos

Fun on the Fourth
It's hard to beat the Dallas-Fort Worth area when it comes to July Fourth fire- -
works: The cities and surrounding towns stage about 20 glorious pyrotechnic
shows. But there's also plenty to do before the sun goes down, including the
Texas Pool Independence Day Party in Plano ($5 entry). The 168,000-gallon,
Texas-shaped saltwater pool hosts the annual event from noon to 6 p.m. with music,
games, water volleyball, a cannonball contest, and snack bar. Nearby, Plano will host its All-American Fourth fireworks
show at 9:30 p.m. at Oak Point Park & Nature Preserve. www.texaspool.org; www.visitplano.com.

r GULF COAST > Houston

A Super Summer
n Empower your children to fight the dreaded "Dr. Boredom" of summer with the
- Children's Museum of Houston, which is hosting its season-long Summer of Epic

Adventure: Forces Unite. Daily activities include making superhero capes and
masks; experiments like making slime or catapults; and the live musical produc-
tion of Forces Unite. Check the museum's schedule for other events, including a
showcase of dogs dancing and Frisbee-catching on July 9 and 11, and a Silly String
Showdown and an appearance by Spiderman on August 1. www.cmhouston.org.

HILL COUNTRY > Uvalde

Briscoe s Texas
In Uvalde, the Briscoe-Garner Museum will hold an open house on July Fourth featur-
ing its new permanent exhibit, Dolph Briscoe: Texan. Set in the former home of John
Nance "Cactus Jack" Garner, the museum chronicles the lives and careers of two of
Texas' most influential politicians, both from Uvalde. Briscoe was governor from 1973
to 1979; Garner was speaker of the U.S. House from 1931-1933 and vice president in
the Franklin D. Roosevelt administration. The museum reopened in late 2013 after a
renovation, and in April opened the second floor, which houses the Briscoe exhibit
and artifacts such as campaign memorabilia and his U.S. Army uniform. www.cah.utexas.edu/museums/garner.php.

PHOTOS: (from top) Kevin Stillman; courtesy City of Plano; courtesy Children's Museum of Houston; courtesy Briscoe-
Garner Museum

BIG BEND
COUNTRY

ALPINE: Annie Get Your
Gun Rodeo Produ:tion June
26-July 19. www.sulross.edu
432/837-8218

ALPINE: Fourth of July/
Fiesta del Barrio July 4.
432/837-5539

ALPINE: Ultimate Fandango
July 16-19. www.ultimate
fandango.com

EL PASO: Dancing in the
City July 4,11,18, 25. www.
elpasolive.com 915/534-0600

EL PASO: Texas Showdown
Tattoo and Music Festival
July 17-19. www.facebook.
com/texasshowdown
festival

FORT DAVIS: Crolest
Fourth of July July 3-5. www.
fortdavis.com 432/426-3015

MIDLAND: Perrrian
Monsters: Life before the
Dinosaurs May 1-July 26.
www.MuseumSW.org
432/683-2882

MONAHANS: Freedom
Fest July 4. Hill Psrk. www.
monahans.org 432/943-2187

MONAHANS: Butterfield
Festival July 25. www.
monahans.org 43/943-2187

ODESSA: Firecracker
Fandango July 4. )owntown.
www.mainstreetodessa.com

SANDERSON: Fourth of
July Celebration July 4.
Courthouse square. www.
sandersonchamberof
commerce.info/fojrth

GULF COAST
BAYTOWN: July Fourth
Celebration July 3-4.
Bicentennial Park.
www.baytown.orgjuly4
281/420-6597

BEAUMONT: Will-Amelia
Sterns Price: Mike's Road to
Taos April 25-August 30.
www.amset.org
409/832-3432

BEAUMONT: City of
Beaumont Fourth of July
Celebration July 4.
Beaumont Riverfront Park.
www.beaumonttexas.gov
409/838-3435

BRAZORIA: Santa Anna
Heritage Ball July18. www.
brazoriahf.org 979/236-0241

CLUTE: Great Texas
Mosquito Festival July 23-25.
www.mosquitofestival.com
979/265-8392

CORPUS CHRISTI: Andy
Warhol's Myths and Legends
May 10-July 19. www.art
museumofsouthtexas.org
361/825-3500
CORPUS CHRISTI:
Blacklock's Basic Birding for
Kids June 29-July 1. www.
stxbot.org 361/852-2100

CORPUS CHRISTI: Mayor's
Big Bang Celebration July 2-
4. Downtown and the SEA
District. www.bigbangcorpus
christi.com 361/881-1818

CORPUS CHRISTI:
Corpus Christi First July 3-5.
www.corpuschristilst.com
361/882-2363
CORPUS CHRISTI:
America On Tap Craft Beer
Festival July11. www.america
ontap.com/sparkling-city-
on-tap 361/826-4700

CORPUS CHRISTI: South
Texas Summer Polka Fest
July 25. www.chssouthtexas.
com 361/215-9163
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EDNA: Independence Day
Celebration July 4. www.
brackenridgepark.com
361/782-5456

FREEPORT: Fishin' Fiesta
July 1-5. www.fishinfiesta.
com 979/233-1047

FRIENDSWOOD: Fourth
of July Celebration July 4.
www.ci.friendswood.tx.us
281/996-3220

FULSHEAR: Fulshear
Freedom Fest July 4. Main
Street. www.fulsheararea
chamber.com 832/600-3221

GALVESTON: Independence
Day Parade and Fireworks
Display July 4. Downtown.
www.galveston.com

HOUSTON: American
Modern: Works from the
Collection of Alice C. Simkins
April 16-July19. www.mfah.org

HOUSTON: Freedom Over
Texas July 4. Eleanor Tinsley
Park. www.visithouston
texas.com

HOUSTON: CONCACAF
Gold Cup.Double-Header
July 11. www.CONCACAF.
com/tickets

HOUSTON: Houston World
Series of Dog Shows July 15-
19. www.houstondogshows.
com 713/952-7100

HOUSTON: Train Like
An Astronaut July 25.
www.spacecenter.org
281/244-2100

HOUSTON: TTHA
Hunters Extravaganza
July 31-August 2. www.
HuntersExtravaganza.com
800/800-3207

KEMAH: Fourth of July
Celebration at Kemah
Boardwalk July 4.
www.kemahboardwalk.com
877/285-3624

KINGSVILLE: El Rancho
Grande Summer Fiesta July 3-
4. JK Northway Coliseum.
www.kingsvilletexas.com
800/333-5032

MATHIS: Mathis Cultural
Days Festival July 3-4.
Downtown.

PORT ARANSAS: Deep
Sea Roundup July 9-12.
www.deepsearoundup.com
361/749-6339

PORT ARTHUR: Alert
Today, Alive Tomorrow:
Living with the Atomic Bomb,
1945-1965 June 6-August 30.
www.museumofthegulfcoast.
org 409/982-7000

PORT ARTHUR:
Independence Day
Celebration July 4. Lamar
State College's Carl A. Parker
Center. www.visitportarthur
tx.com 409/985-7822

RICHMOND: Summer
History Week July 14-17.
www.fortbendmuseum.org
281/342-6478

ROCKPORT: Patriotic
Boat Parade and Fireworks
Display July 4. Rockport
Beach Park. www.rockport-
fulton.org 361/729-6445

ROCKPORT: Rockport
Art Festival July 5-6.
www.rockportartcenter.com
361/729-5519

SAN BENITO: ResacaFest
July 4. Heavin Memorial
Park. www.cityofsanbenito.
com 956/361-3800

SUGAR LAND: Star-
Spangled Spectacular July 4.
Constellation Field. www.
SugarLandSkeeters.com

SUGAR LAND: Weird
Science Extravaganza July 17.
www.hmns.org/sugarland

TOMBALL: July 4
Celebration and Street Party
July 4. www.tomballtx.gov
281/351-5484

VICTORIA: Cowboys and
Coyotes July 18. www.texas
zoo.org 361/573-7681

HILL COUNTRY

AUSTIN: 100 Days of
Stories May 31-September 7.
www.TheStoryofTexas.com
512/936-8746

AUSTIN: Ladies and
Gentlemen ... The Beatles
June 13-January 16.
www.lbilibrary.org

AUSTIN: Impressionism and
the Caribbean: Francisco
Oler and His Transatlantic
World June 14-September 6.
www.blantonmuseum.org
512/471-7324

AUSTIN: Austin Chamber
Music Festival July 2-19.
www.austinchambermusic.org

AUSTIN: July 4 Symphony
and Fireworks July 4.
Auditorium Shores.
www.roadwayevents.com
512/441-9015

AUSTIN: Willie Nelson's
Fourth of July Picnic July 4.
www.circuitoftheamericas.
com

AUSTIN: Lady Bird Tribute
Day July 26. www.wildflower.
org 512/232-0100

BANDERA: Market Days
July 4. Courthouse Lawn.
www.banderatexasbusiness.
com 830/796-4447

BANDERA: Pet Parade
July 4. Bandera City Park.
830/796-3045

BANDERA: National Day of
the American Cowboy July 25.
www.frontiertimesmuseum.
org 830/796-3864

BOERNE: Market Days
July 11-12. www.boernemarket
days.com 210/844-8193

BOERNE: Second Saturday
Art and Wine July 11. www.
boerne-tx.gov/parks
830/249-9511 opt. 5

BRADY: July Jubilee
July 3-4. www.bradytx.com
325/597-3491

CEDAR PARK: BODY
WORLDS and The Cycle of
Life March 20-September 20.
www.txmost.org

DRIPPING SPRINGS:
Fourth of July Fire in the Sky
July 4. Dripping Springs
Ranch Park. www.dripping
springstx.org 512/858-4740

DRIPPING SPRINGS: Hill
Country Cutting Horse Show
July 12-14. www.dripping
springsranchpark.com
903/520-1218

FREDERICKSBURG: First
Friday Art Walk July 3. www.
ffawf.com 830/997-6523
FREDERICKSBURG:
Fourth of July Celebrations
July 4. www.Visit
FredericksburgTX.com
830/997-6523
FREDERICKSBURG:
Historic Country School
Open House July 4.
www.historicschools.org
830/644-2655
FREDERICKSBURG:
Fredericksburg Trade Days
July 17-19. www.fbgtrade
dayscom 210/846-4094

FREDERICKSBURG:
Night in Old Fredericksburg
July 18. www.gillespiefair.com
830/997-2359

GEORGETOWN: Sertoma
Family Fourth of July Cele-
bration July 4. San Gabriel
Park. www.georgetown
sertoma.org 512/863-8977

GRUENE: Come and Taste
It July 16. www.grapevinein
gruene.com 830/606-0093

GRUENE: Old Gruene
Market Days July 18-19.
www.gruenemarketdays.com
830/832-1721

JOHNSON CITY: July 4
Spangle Dangle Parade and
Celebration July 4. www.
spangledangle.com
830/868-7684

JOHNSON CITY: Stone
Valley Music Festival July 4.
www.realcountrybooking.
com 830/330-0380

JOHNSON CITY: Market
Days in Johnson City July 25-
26. www.lbjcountry.com
830/868-7684

JUNCTION: Fireworks and
Concert July 4. Junction City
Park. www.junctiontexas.com
325/446-3190

KERRVILLE: American
Plains Artists' Award Show
July 2-26. www.kacckerrville.
com 830/895-2911

KERRVILLE: Hill Country
Auto Clubs Open Car Show
July 4. www.hillcountry
automobileclub.com
830/928-0299

KERRVILLE: Kerrville's
Fourth on the River July 4.
Louise Hays Park.
www.kerrvilles4th.org
830/792-3535

KINGSLAND: Aquaboom
Fourth of July Celebration
July 3-5. Kingsland Chamber
Grounds. www.kingsland
chamber.org 325/388-6211

LAGO VISTA: Fourth of
July Firecracker Race, Parade
and Fireworks July 4. Bar K
Recreational Park. www.lago
vistajuly4.org 512/970-4400

LAMPASAS: Spring Ho
Festival July 6-12. www.
springho.com 512/556-5172

LEAKEY: July Jubilee and
Rodeo July 3-4. Real County
Courthouse Square. www.
friocanyonchamber.com
830/232-5222

MARBLE FALLS: Founders
Day July 12. www.falls
museum.org

MARBLE FALLS: Marble
Falls Rodeo July 17-18. www.
marblefalls.org 830/693-4449

MASON: Mason County
Rodeo and Roundup
Weekend July 9-11.
325/347-5758

NEW BRAUNFELS: Fourth
of July Celebration July 4.
www.innewbraunfels.corn

OZONA: Knights of
Columbus Fourth of July
Celebrations July 4. Town
Square. www.ozona.com
325/392-2827

PFLUGERVILLE:
Pflugerville Pfirecracker
Pfestival July 3. Lake
Pflugerville. www.pflugerville
tx.gov/pfirecracker

PFLUGERVILLE:
Pflugerville's 50th
Anniversary Birthday Party
July 24. Pfluger Park. www.
pflugervilletx.gov/pfifty

STONEWALL: July 4 at the
Sauer-Beckmann Living
History Farm July 4.
www.tpwd.state.tx.us
830/644-2252

TAYLOR: TRA Rodeo
July 17-18. www.taylorrodeo.
com 512/970-8756

UVALDE: Four Square
Friday July10. Downtown.
www.visituvalde.com
830/278-4115

UVALDE: Hotter Than Hell
100-Mile Yard Sale July 31-
August 2. www.visituvalde.
corn 830/278-4115

WIMBERLEY:70th Annual
VFW Rodeo July 2-4. www.
texasvfw.net 512/847-6441
WIMBERLEY:
Independence Day Parade
July 3. On RM 12. www.
wimberley.org 512/847-2201

[continued on page 72 n
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FREE
Information
From Our Advertisers

ONLINE:

Go to www.texashighways.com

and select Advertising Information

from the red navigation bar

at the bottom of the page.

BY MAIL:

Locate the numbers printed to

the left of each advertiser on the

Reader Service Guide to Advertisers.

Circle the corresponding numbers on

the postage-paid card at right and

mail today.

BY FAX:

Submit your card to our toll-free

fax number: 1-888-847-6035.
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Gift Shop
We offer a fabulous array of
Lone Star-themed products!

SEE OUR AD
IN THIS ISSUE

State

FREE
Advertising
Information

Zip

150701

It's easy to order
from the Texas Highways Gift Shop!

NINE: www.texashighways.com
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.

BY PHONE 1-800-839-4997 (903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.)
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central " Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central - Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central

BY M Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.

Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways

PO Box 8558
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558 JUN15TH
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Street Address

city State Zip

Daytime Phone Number ( _

(In case we have questions regarding your order)

D Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways)
Charge my: D Visa Q MasterCard

Q Discover Q American Express

Card number

Expiration date

Signature

Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total

Product Total

Shipping & Handling (See chart on right)

SUBTOTAL

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).
TOTAL

Product order must
include payment.

By state law, shipping
and handling charges
are taxable.

Mail with payment to:
Texas Highways
PO Box 8558
Big Sandy, TX
75755-8558
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COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR U.S. SHIPPING
& HANDLING

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.)

$14.99 and under .......... $4.95
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95
$150.00 to $199.99...$18.95
$200.00 + ................ $21.95

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. - For orders delivered
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H
prices. International shipping times vary.
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside
the continental U.S.
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan-
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to
your subtotal.
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ARMADILLO BOW TIE
The armadillo is one of Texas' most peculiar
creatures! Now is your time to show your
appreciation for one of the toughest Texans
by sporting this tie in his honor. This bow
tie is made from 100% imported printed silk
and is adjustable from 13/4 inches.

38807 ..... $55.00

DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS
TOTE BAG
This officially licensed Don't Mess with
Texas tote bag is made and designed by
Los Angeles Pop Art. Image is screen
printed in white on one side of the tote
bag. Cotton bag is 14 x 16 inches with straps
suitable for hand or shoulder carrying.

37423 ..... $12.95

37" TWISTED HICKORY WALKING CANE
This hickory cane's strength and flexibility make it an ideal walking aid.
The handle is made from ash, and is attached with a mortise and tenon
joint. The rubber ferrule grips on any surface. Finished with a clear-coat
lacquer. Handcrafted by Brazos Walking Sticks in Waco.

37870 ..... $54.00

WOMEN'S DON'T MESS
WITH TEXAS SHIRT
This officially licensed Don't
Mess with Texas t-shirt is made
and designed by Los Angeles
Pop Art. Image is screen printed
in white on the front of this cute,
tapered shirt. 100% pre-shrunk
cotton. Also available in black.
Sizes S-XL.

38298 ..... $19.99

EASY &o
ORDER:
shop.texashighways.com
800-839-4997
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.)

Or, use the ORDER FORM in this issue.
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( continued from page 70]

PANHANDLE
PLAINS

ABILENE: Texas Modernists
May 28-August 12.
www.thegracemuseum.org
325/673-4587

ABILENE: David Shannon
Goes to the Museum
June 11-September 25.
www.nccil.org
325/673-4586

ABILENE: Craftapalooza
and Fabulous Vintage
Market July 18. Abilene Civic
Center. 405/596-1687

ABILENE: ArtWalk July 9.
Downtown. 325/677-8389

ALBANY: The Real Show
June 6-September 6. www.
theoldjailartcenter.org
325/762-2269

BIG SPRING: Pops in
the Park July 3. Comanche
Trail Amphitheater.
www.visitbigspring.com
432/263-8235

BUFFALO GAP:
Craft Sunday July 19.
325/572-3365

CANADIAN: July 4
Celebration July 2-4.
www.canadiantx.org
806/323-6234

CANYON: George Catlin's
American Buffalo May 30-

August 30. www.panhandle
plains.org

DALHART: The Dust Bowl
March 1-August 14.
www.xitmuseum.com
806/244-5390

DALHART: Independence
Day Celebration and Fireworks
July 4. Rita Blanca Lake www.
dalhart.org 806/268-2475

EASTLAND: Old-
Fashioned Fourth of July
July 4. Downtown square.
www.EastlandChamber.com
254/629-2332

EDEN: Hero's Fest July 4.
Pfluger Park. www.eden
texas.com 325/869-2211

FRIONA: Cheeseburger
Festival July 18. www.friona
chamber.com 806/250-3491

GRAHAM: Fourth of July
Parade July 4. Downtown
Square. www.visitgraham
texas.org 866/549-0401

LUBBOCK: First Friday Art
Trail July 3. www.ffat.org
806/762-8606

LUBBOCK: July 3 Fireworks
Show July 3. www.Buffalo
SpringsLake.net
806/747-3353

MOBEETIE: Old Mobeetie
Texas Music Festival July 24-
26. www.mobeetie.com
806/845-2028

NAZARETH: GermanFest
July 11. Nazareth Community
Hall. www.nazarethgerman
fest.com 806/647-7303

POST: Post Trade Day July
4. Main Street. www.postcity
texas.com 806/495-3461

QUANAH: Star Walk July
18. Copper Breaks State
Park. www.tpwd.state.tx.us
940/839-4331

SAN ANGELO: Fourth of
July Holiday Salutes July 5.
www.fortconcho.com
325/234-0316

SAN ANGELO: Family Day:
Elements of Art July 11. www.
samfa.org 325/653-3333

SAN ANGELO: Cactus
Market Days July 18.
325/949-6200

SAN ANGELO: National
Cowboy Day July 25.
www.fortconcho.com
325/234-0316

SLATON: July Fourth
Festival July 4. Slaton Park.
www.slatonchamberof
commerce.org
806/828-6238

SLATON: Caprock Classic
Car Club Show and Cruise
July 17-18. www.slaton
chamberofcommerce.org
806/828-6238

SNYDER: Fourth of July
Celebration July 3-4. Towle

Park. www.snyderchamber.
org 325/573-3558

SWEETWATER: Permian
Basin Paint Horse Show
July 18-19. www.nolancc.com
325/235-3484

VEGA: Comancheros De
Vega Garage Sales July 17-
18. www.oldhamcofc.org
806/267-2828

VEGA: Vega Bluegrass
Festival July 17-19. www.
oldhamcofc.org
806/267-2828

PINEY WOODS

CENTER: What-A-Melon
Festival July 9-11. Downtown
square. www.shelbycounty
chamberscom

COLDSPRING:
Christmas in July
July 25. Town square.
www.coldspringtexas.org
936/522-8493

CONROE: Fireworks Over
Lake Conroe July 4. www.
conroe.org 936/756-6644

GLADEWATER: Fireworks
Display and Boat Parade
July 3. Lake Gladewater.
www.gladewaterchamber.org
903/845-5501

JEFFERSON: Jefferson
Salutes America July 4.
Otstott Park 903/665-8911

-
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#mountpleasanttexas

y @everythingtexas
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CHAMBER
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LONGVIEW: Fireworks
Festival and Freedom Cele-
bration July 4. Maude Cobb
Convention and Activity
Complex. 903/237-1230

MAGNOLIA: Fourth of
July in Unity Park July 4.
www.cityofmagnolia.com
281/356-2266 ext. 3

PALESTINE: Piney Woods
Train Excursions July 10-12,
17-19, 24-26. www.texas
staterr.com 877/726-7245

TENAHA: Independence
Day Celebration July 4.
Tenaha Tiger Stadium. www.
shelbycountychambercom
936/248-3841

THE WOODLANDS: Star-
Spangled Salute July 3. www.
woodlandscenter.org

THE WOODLANDS: Red,
Hot and Blue Festival July 4.
www.redhotblue.org
281/363-2447

TIMPSON: Frontier Days
July 2-5. www.shelbycounty
chamber.com 936/254-2603

TYLER: Tough By Nature
March 29-July 12. www.tyler
museum.org 903/595-1001

TYLER:Art of the Brick
July 10-September 13.
www tylermuseum.org
903/595-1001

PRAIRIES AND
LAKES

ADDISON: Addison
Kaboom Town! July 3.
Addison Circle Park.
www.addisontexas.net
972/450-2851

ARLINGTON: Light Up
Arlington July 3. Founders
Plaza. www.naturallyfun.org

ARLINGTON: Fourth of
July Parade July 4. www.
arlington4th.org

ATHENS: Fireworks at the
Fishery July 4. Texas www.
athenstx.org 903/676-2277

BASTROP: Patriotic Festi-
val July 3. Fisherman's Park.
www.bastropchamber.com

BASTROP: Pet and Pal
Parade July 4. www.visit
lostpines.com

BONHAM: Bonham Quilt
Hop July 24-25. www.visit
samrayburnhouse.com
903/583-5558

BOWIE: Second Monday
Trade Days July 10-12.
www.cityofbowietx.com
940/872-4861

BRYAN: Summer Games
of Texas July 30-August 2.
www.taaf.com 979/764-3486

CLEBURNE: Fourth of July
Celebration and Fireworks
Display July 4. Lake Pat
Cleburne. www.cleburne
chamber.com 817/645-2455

CLEBURNE: Goatneck Bike
Ride July 25. www.cleburne
chamber.com 817/645-2455

COLLEGE STATION:
I Love America Fourth of
luly Celebration July 4.
www.bush4l.org
979/691-4014

DALLAS: Frank Bowling:
Map Paintings February 22-
August 2. www.dma.org

DALLAS: Giants of the
Jurassic April 1-September 7.
www.DallasZoo.com
469/554-7500

DALLAS: Phyllida Barlow:
tryst May 30-August 30.
www.NasherSculpture
Center.org 214/242-5100

DALLAS: Fair Park Fourth
July 4. Fair Park. www.fair
park.org 214/421-9600

DALLAS: Premier
International Soccer
Tournament July 6-10.
MoneyGram Soccer Park.
www.premiersoccer
international.org

DALLAS: Moon Day July18.
www.flightmuseum.com
214/350-3600

DENISON: July 4 Fireworks
Extravaganza July 4. Forest
Park. www.denisontexas.us
903/465-1551

DENTON: Fourth of July
Jubilee July 4. Quakertown
Park. www.dentonparks.com
940/349-7275

ELGIN: Fourth of July Push,
Pedal and Pull People's
Patriotic Parade July 4.
Downtown. www.elgintx.com

ENNIS: Red, White and Bike
Parade July 4. Ennis Farmers
Market. www.ennistx.com
972/878-4748

FARMERSVILLE: Fourth of
July Fireworks July 4. South-
lake Park. www.farmersville
tx.com 972/782-6533

FORT WORTH: Audubon's
Beasts Through August 2.
www.cartermuseum.org
817/738-1933

FORT WORTH: Framing
Desire: Photography and
Video Through August 23.
www.themodern.org
817/738-9215

FORT WORTH: Botticelli
to Braque: Masterpieces from
the National Galleries of
Scotland June 28-September
20. www.kimbellart.org
817/332-8451

FORT WORTH: Mimir
Chamber Music Festival
June 29-July10. www.mimir
festival.org 817/257-5443

FORT WORTH: Fort
Worth's Fourth July 4.
Panther Island Pavilion.
www.fortworthsfourth.com
817/698-0700
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FORT WORTH: Indigenous
Beauty: Masterworks of
American Indian Art from
the Diker Collection July 5-
September 13. www.carter
museum.org 817/738-1933

FORT WORTH: NCHA
Summer Cutting Spectacular
July 11-August 1. www.ncha
cutting.com 817/244-6188

FORT WORTH: National
Day of the American Cowboy
July 25. www.stockyards
station.com 817/625-9715

GARLAND: Star-Spangled
Spectacular July 4. Firewheel
Town Center. www.firewheel
towncenter.com 972/675-1041

GARLAND: The Urban Flea
July 11. Historic downtown.
www.resurrecteddesigns.com
469/298-0042

GATESVILLE: Coryell Creek
Critters Barbecue Cook-Off
and Festival July 17-18. Faunt
LeRoy Park. 254/865-7163

GIDDINGS: Firemen's
July 4 Celebration July 4.
Firemen's Park and Sheriffs
Posse Rodeo Arena.
www.giddingstx.com
979/542-3455

GLEN ROSE: Fourth of
July Celebration July 3-4.
Wheeler Branch Park and
Downtown. 254/897-2286

GLEN ROSE: Discovery
After Dark July 31. www.
fossilrim.org 254/897-2960

GRANBURY: Old-
Fashioned Fourth of July
July 3-5. Historic Square.
www.granburychamber.com
817/573-1622

GRANBURY: Last Saturday
Gallery Night on the Square
July 25. www.facebook.com/
galleriesofgranbury
817/579-7733

GRAPEVINE: The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz
Exhibit June 1-August 21.
www.GrapevineMuseums.
com 817/410-3185

GRAPEVINE: Friday Fun
Trains July 3,10,17,24,31.
www.GVRR.com

GRAPEVINE: Frugal Farm
Wife Series July 17. www.
NashFarm.org 817/410-3185

GRAPEVINE: July Fourth
Fireworks Extravaganza
July 4. www.GrapevineTexas
USA.com 817/410-3185

GROESBECK: Fourth of
July Celebration July 4.
www.groesbeckchamber.com
254/729-3894

GUN BARREL CITY:
July Fest July 3-4. www.
gunbarrelcityfestivals.net
903/887-1087

HEMPSTEAD: Watermelon
Festival July 17-18. Gazebo
Park. www.hempsteadtx
chamber.com 979/826-8217

JOSHUA: Independence
Day Celebration July 3.
Owl Stadium. www.joshua
chamber.org 817/556-2480

KAUFMAN: KaBOOM!
Fourth Of July in Kaufman
July 4. www.kaufmantx.org
972/932-2216

KERENS: Fourth of July
Celebration July 4.
Downtown. 903/396-2391

LEWISVILLE: Red, White
and Lewisville July 4.
www.CityOfLewisville.com
972/219-3401

LOCKHART: July Fourth
Extravaganza July 3.
Lockhart City Park. www.
lockhartchamber.com
512/398-2818

MANSFIELD:
Rockin' Fourth of July
July 3. Big League Dreams.
www.mansfieldtexas.gov
817/804-5795

MCKINNEY: Red, White
and BOOM July 4. Craig
Ranch Soccer Complex.
www.McKinneyTexas.org
972/547-7480

MCKINNEY: Third Monday
Trade Days July 17-20. www.
tmtd.com 972/562-5466

MESQUITE: Devils Bowl
Speedway July 4,11,18, 25.
www.devilsbowl.com
972/222-2421

ROUND TOP: Round Top
Music Festival May 31-July 12.
www.festivalhill.org
979/249-3129

ROUND TOP: Fourth of
July Parade and Celebration
July 4. www.roundtoprifle.
com 979/249-3117

SALADO: Salado Swirl
July 11. www.salado.com
254/9478634

SEALY: Sealybration July 10-
11. BP&W Park. www.sealy
communityfoundation.org
979/885-3222

SEGUIN: Freedom Fiesta
July 3. Central Park.
www.freedomfiesta.com
830/401-0810

SEGUIN: Biggest Small-
Town Fourth of July Parade
July 4. Central Park.
www.seguintexas.gov
830/401-5000

SEGUIN: The Texas
Lineman's Rodeo July 17-18.
www.tira.org 936/525-7257

SHERMAN: Dino Days
June 9-August 8. www.
theshermanmuseum.org
903/893-7623

SHERMAN: Lights on the
Lake July 2. Pecan Grove
Park West. www.shermantx.
org 903/893-1184

SHERMAN: Second Satur-
day: The Monarch July 11.
www.friendsofhagerman.com
903/786-2826

SHINER: Half-Moon Holi-
days July 3-4. Green-Dickson
Municipal Park. www.shiner
tx.com 361/594-4180

SMITH VILLE: Trades Day
July 18. www.smithvilletx.org

SOMERVILLE: "Dam" Lake
Fest July 18. Welch Park.
www.BurlesonCountyTX.
com/lakefest 979/567-0000

STEPHENVILLE: Barbecue,
Bands and Bottle Rockets
on the Bosque July 4.
Stephenville City Park. www.
kwbyradio.com 254/485-1779

TEMPLE: Trains That Passed
in the Night: The Photographs
of0. Winston Link June 5-
August 26. Santa Fe Depot.
www.rrhm.org 254/298-5172

TEMPLE: July 4 Family Fun
Fest July 4. Miller Park.
www.templeparks.net
254/298-5440

THE COLONY: Liberty by
the Lake July 4. Stewart
Creek Park. www.libertyby
thelake.com 972/625-1106

THE COLONY: Shakespeare
in the Park: Taming of the
Shrew July 25-26, August 1-
2. Bill Allen Memorial Park.
www.visitthecolonytx.com

VALLEY MILLS: Old-
Fashioned Fourth of July
July 4. Downtown and Santa
Fe Park. 254/932-5220

WACO: Shipwreck!
Pirates and Treasure May 2-
September 16. www.mayborn
museum.com 254/710-1110

WACO: Fourth on the
Brazos July 4. Indian Spring
Park. www.waco-texas.com
254/750-8080

WALLIS: Fun Fest July 25.
Wallis American Legion Hall.
www.wallischamber.com
979/478-6362

WAXAHACHIE: Crape
Myrtle Festival July 3-4.
Waxahachie Sports Complex.
972/937-2390

WEATHERFORD: Parker
County Peach Festival July11.
www.parkercountypeach
festival.org 817/596-3801

SOUTH TEXAS
PLAINS

BEEVILLE: Woodturning
by Murray Powell May 16-
July 17. www.bamtexas.org
361/358-8615

EAGLE PASS: Summer
Sizzler 10, 30 and 50 Mile Bike
Races July 18. 830/773-4343

EAGLE PASS: Star-
Spangled Parade and Fourth
of July Celebration July 4.
Shelby Park. www.EaglePass
Texas.com 830/773-4343

EDINBURG: Texas
Cook'Em: High Steaks in
Edinburg July 3-4. www.
edinburg.com 956/383-4974
RIO GRANDE CITY:
Keepin' it Rio Market Days
July 4.956/487-3476

SAN ANTONIO: It Takes a
Village April 18-September12.
SPACE: www.lindapace
foundation.org 210/227-8400

SAN ANTONIO: Jamie
Wyeth April 25-July 5.
www.samuseum.org

SAN ANTONIO: Fiesta
Noche del Rio May 15-
August 15. www.
FiestaNocheSA.com

SAN ANTONIO: Discover
the Ice Age May 23-
September 7. www.witte
museum.org

SAN ANTONIO: Visits to
the Past July 11. Alamo Plaza.
www.salha.org

SAN ANTONIO: Mini-Czech
Fest July 12. www.Texan
Cultures.com 210/458-2300

WESLACO: Alfresco
Weslaco Music and Art on
the Street July 16.
www.facebook.com/
AlfrescoWeslaco
956/969-0838

WANT MORE?
GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT
www.texashighways.com.

FOR A FREE PRINTED COPY of an even more de-
tailed, quarterly schedule of events, write to Texas Highways
Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714-
9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S. or
Canada, between 8-6 Central.

FOR TEXAS TRAVEL QUESTIONS, call 800/452-
9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information Center, where a
professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance,
advise you of road conditions, and send brochures (including
the official Texas State Travel Guide, Texas Official Travel
Map, and quarterly Texas Highways Events Calendar).

TO SUBMIT EVENT INFORMATION: www.texas
highways.com and go to Events, Event Submission form;
email: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Highways Events
Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Listing deadlines:
Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1; Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1;
Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1; Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1.

- -

rl f anytime of the year to
experience the great accommodations

and attractions that CLUTE and
surrounding area has to offer,

including beaches, golf courses,
bay and deep sea fishing,

The Center for the Arts
and Sciences, Sea Center

Texas, and Mammoth
Lake Dive Park.

For more info. visit
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Henkel Square Market
henkelsquarercundtop.com

979-249-5840

Rohan Meadery
Ai ancient beverage with a Texas twist

RohanMeadery.com

1 \

It Fits!
Women's Sizes Med. - 4x

979-249-3570

ru Lienwear Boutique

Mimibeila tine Linenwear
Beautiful Linenwear & Fabulous Jewelry

MimiBellas.com

.*~\~ ~

Orchid Tree Park & Gallery
Celebrating the Art and the Artist!

orchidtreeparkandgallerycom

Indian Creek
Artisan Gifts, Home Decor & Apparel

979-249-5455

Round Top Farm & Ranch
Feed - Fertilzer - Farm & Ranch Supplies

979-249-5666

eryr

HEADQUARTERS
The Junk Gypsy

www.gypsyville.com

979-249-JUNK

Home Sweet Farm
Market & Biergarten

HOMEsweetFARM.com

The Compound
2550 S. St. Hwy. 237

979-249-5840

The Stone Cellar
www.stonecellarwines.com

979-249-3390

..come home to your heritage"

tIADIN( LUXURY
RtAL US IA] I PORT (tIM)

HeritageTexas Country Pnoperties
heritagetexascountry.com

979-249-5767

Round Top Area Chkmber of Commerce - 110 Schumann Lane, Round Top, TX 78954 - 979-249-4042 ~ 888-3684783 - info@roundtop.org ~ roundtop.org
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Chili-in Grapevine
If you've ever visited Grapevine in December, then you know why it's called
the "Christmas Capital of Texas." However, year-round this North Texas
town keeps a jolly spirit, even without the tinsel and tiny elves. I set off for
a summertime adventure to see what happens when Santa leaves town.

As they say in France, "le

petit dejeuner" is the most important meal of

the day. So, I started things off at Main Street

Bistro & Bakery, a French/European restau-

rant serving flavors as big as Texas The large

case of homemade pastries and croissants had

me drooling, but even better was my croque

madame sandwich with ham, melted Gruyere

cheese, and a fried egg on top. Si bon!

I walked the entire length

of historic Main Street, popping in and

out of shops selling everything from books

and wine to Christmas ornaments. Most

interesting to me was Grapevine's old

Calaboose, a one-room concrete jail cell

right in tie heart of Main Street.

I arrived at the restored

Cotton Belt Depot just in time to board the

Grapevine Vintage Railroad for a Friday
"Fun Train." The conductor shouted "all

aboard" as we piled into 1920s-era coaches

pulled by "Vinny," a 1953 diesel locomotive.

"Puffy," the 1896 steam engine, comes out

the first Saturday of most months. The whole

train began to shake as we made our way

down the tracks, eventually smoothing out

for one very comfortable ride. I left wishing I

could hire Vinny to chauffeur all my day trips.

Next stop was Vetro

Glassblowing Studio & Gallery, where I
perused a gallery filled witi one-of-a-kind

creations. In the studio I watched artists

handle 2,000-degree molten glass, trans-
forming it from fiery goo into something fit

for a dining room centerpiece.

I heard the chime of

a distant clock tower and found myself

on Main Street staring up at Grapevine's

Glockenspiel, which suddenly came to life
as animatronic cowboys acted out the story

of two men planning to roo the same train.

The characters exchanged words and

mock gunfire, and left us all with the moral:

2 Crime doesn't pay.

I headed to Tolbert's for

a "bowl of red" chili, made with the recipe

of author and namesake Frank

NER X. Tolbert and his son. Tolbert

of founded the Original Terlingua

rippers International Frank X. Tolbert-

v on Wick Fowler Championship Chili
w.the Cookoff. Even though it was

r.com. 100 degrees outside, my pipin'

hot bowl hit the spot.

With a name like Grape-

vine, you'd expect great wine. And that's

exactly what I found at Cross Timbers

Winery, whose tasting room occupies an

1870s homestead. I sampled the tasty reds

and whites as the hostess began to tell

stories of the house's past residents, some

of whom she believes are still around ...

in spirit! I politely ordered a full glass and

took it outside to enjoy from the ghost-free

safety of the patio.

Craving more sunshine, I

headed to Meadowmere Park on the banks

of Lake Grapevine. I rented a kayak and
paddled up and down the shore of this urban

retreat. [At press time, the park was closed

due to high water. Check conditions at www.

lake-grapevine.com/meadowmere-park.]

For food and entertainment

combined, I drove to Texas Star Dinner

Theater, home of the Lone Star Murder

Mysteries. After a delicious, three-course meal

of grilled chicken covered in creamy pesto, the

main attraction began as my fellow audience

members and I found ourselves in the middle

of a Wild West "who dun it" mystery.

The jokes and twists kept coming as

cowboys and cowgirls accused each other

of the heinous crime. While I wasn't sure

who to blame for the murder, I was sure

that Grapevine makes for one amazing

trip, no matter the season. So whether you

follow my footsteps or forge your own path,
I hope to see you on the road. *

Contact the Grapevine Convention
- & Visitors Bureau, 800/457-6338;

www.grapevinetexasusa.com.
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One Enchanted Evening
NATURE'S NIGHTTIME SOUNDTRACK SETS THE STAGE

text by Barbara Rodriguez illustration by Michael Witte

N TEXAS, NIGHT SOUNDS ARE AS DISTINC-
tive as the geography. The gusting West Texas wind

and distant train whistles differ from the sounds of

the Hill Country, which always chirps and whirs

and buzzes. The deep dark hours of East Texas, es-

pecially in the vicinity of Caddo Lake, are filled with

sounds muffled by thick pine needles, clouds of fog,

and curtains of moss hanging from cypress.

I first thought about the stars at night and the sounds that ac-

company them a few years ago, when I rented a ranch outside

Bandera for a week in July. The creaks and wheezes of the cen-

tury-old ranch house became my lullaby. Tree frogs chirped and

bull frogs harrumphed. A spring that gurgled an easy walking

distance from the house seemed most musical just before I slept.

As the Fourth of July approached, my young son let me know

that the night sounds he was looking forward to were more

explosive than the ones I'd been enjoying. Having headquar-

tered ourselves on thousands of acres outside the city limits,

he argued, we could surely justify a stop at one of the firework

stands that in July pop up along Texas roadsides like mush-

rooms. I promised the next day we'd see what we might find.

After a late-day plunge into a bracingly cold swimming

hole, we returned to the house to find a notice on the kitchen

table, a simple request that we abstain from lighting any fire-

works on ranch property. Despite recent rains, we were sur-

rounded by miles of parched ranchlands. We dared not enter-

tain thoughts involving random sparks and explosions. Elliott,

of course, was crestfallen.
The evening of the Fourth I suggested we drive to the high-

est point on the property. I supposed from there we would see

any sanctioned fireworks display, but also hoped the outing

might allow a disappointed 12-year-old to forgive his mother.

There were no fireworks that night. In fact, it began to rain

shortly after we reached the summit. But we threw a quilt

on the hood, and climbed up to lean back against the wind-

shield. We listened for a long time to the night sounds. When

the misty rain stopped, the clouds suddenly opened to a sky full

of stars. It was an unexpected display of beauty that seemed

to hush even the frogs and crickets. I heard a little intake of

breath from my son. "This is kinda bet-

It was an unex- ter than fireworks, don't you think?" Just

pected display then, cicadas all around us ignited as if

of beauty that clamoring to agree. *

seemed to hush
even the frogs
and crickets.

Find BabsRodriguez'sfull adventure at
texashighways.com/inatters.
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THE RISING SUN highlights the surface of Sabine Lake and a dock at the Pleasure Island Marina. PHOTO (c Nathan Lindstrom

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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GEORGE W BUSH
PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY

AND MUSEUM

For more information about the exhibit,

membership, and tickets, please visit

www.bushcenter. org/baseball or call 214.346.1650.

AMERICA'S AMERICA'S
PRESIDENTS PASTIME
* * * * * * * * * *

MARCH 21 - OCTOBER 4, 2015

George W. Bush Presidential Center

Dallas, Texas

BATTER Up! Explore interesting connections

between baseball and American presidents

at the George W. Bush Presidential Library

and Museum. Baseball: America's Presidents,

America's Pastime reveals items from President

Bush's private baseball collection, the

Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, and

Presidential Libraries across the country,

highlighting powerful moments in history

as they relate to one of the Nation's

most enduring and beloved pastimes.
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