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A NEW INFORMATION KIOSK, designed by
TxDOT's Travel Services Section and constructed by
the Shops Section, has been installed at our Valley
Travel Information Center in Harlingen, just in time
for the Winter Texan rush. The natural cedar kiosk,
which replaces the large relief map in the center's
lobby, features more than 50 color transparencies of
Texas scene and activities, plus oodles of literature
display space. Four alcoves of the kiosk highlight
different areas of our state and encourage visitors to
see more of Texas. Center manager Sam Martinez
says, "Minutes after installation was complete,
visitors flocked to the display. It's a welcome
enhancement to our facility."

ANOTHER GREAT SEASON is under way at San
Antonio's Carver Community Cultural Season, with
more than 20 superb companies slated to present
more than 40 performances, numerous master
classes, and several free programs for children.
Performances will feature artists from all over the
world: the Amazon, Mexico, the Middle East, the
Philippines, Nigeria, Ghana, Morocco and more. In
addition, more than two dozen exhibitions revealing
the creativity of African-Americans, women, and
other minorities are scheduled in the Carver's visual
arts program. The Center is at 226 N. Hackberry in
the Alamo City. For a complete schedule of events
call 512/299-7211.

TEXAS FALL COLORS have begun their annual
spectacular display. Lost Maples State Park, Big
Bend, Guadalupe Mountains National Park and the
Big Thicket are all reporting brilliant reds and
yellows. As in the past, our Division of Travel and
Information offers a Fall Foliage Report, updated
every Friday morning through November. Just call
us at 1-800-452-9292.

THE COMPLETION OF 1-27 through Lubbock in
September marked the end of the Interstate
Highway construction program in Texas, highways
that help speed millions of Texans and visitors alike
from point to point across the Lone Star State each
year. Texas has 3,200 miles of Interstate, plus 4,500
miles of frontage roads.

TEXAS TRIVIA: Astronaut Edward
was the first Texan to fly and walk
which Texas city was he born?

H. White II
in space. In

DESIGNS ARE UNDER WAY for the expansion of
the Corpus Christi Botanical Gardens, with the
acquisition of 184 acres of new land. A research area,
a greenhouse, and a butterfly house will be among
the first facilities to be built, with long-term plans
calling for a wetlands exhibit and boardwalk, an
amphitheater, and two lakes. Some 9,000 visitors
enjoyed the gardens in 1991, and figures for this year
show an increase of more than 51 percent so far. The
gardens are located at 8510 South Staples in Corpus
Christi.

AFTER SEVERAL DELAYS, the USS Lexington
floating museum in Corpus Christi is now open 9
a.m. - 5 p.m., seven days a week. For all the details
call 1-800-234-LEXX.
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Around the
Centers

Donald Sutherland of Bridgewater, Nova Scotia, and
wife Shirley were recent visitors to our Texas Travel
Information Center at Orange, reports counselor Dan
Perrine. Not Donald Sutherland the actor, although
he used to live in Bridgewater. And not Kieffer
Sutherland's mom, although her name was also
Shirley. "The number of coincidences we share is
unusual," Sutherland said, "and you can imagine the
amount of mail and the number of calls we get that
are really intended for the actor."

Counselor cum muscle man Mike Flores of our TIC
at Anthony was a recent First Place medalist in the
Bernalillo County Powerlifting Championships held in
Albuquerque, NM. Mike competed in the 200-lb.
weight class and lifted a combined total of 1,450 lbs.
in the three events of the competitthn, including a
dead lift of 600 lbs. Don't Mess with Mike!

When the Country-Western group Confederate
Railroad stopped at our TIC at Waskom, en route to
a concert at Denison, lead guitar Michael Land
charmed our staffers with his down-home chit-chat,
reports counselor Donna Watson.

Members of the Washington, D.C., Park Police
Motorcycle Patrol, in town for the annual Texas
International Police Motorcycle Competition, recently
stopped at our TIC in Wichita Falls. In addition to
garnering travel information about Texas, the patrol
posed with their bikes for a photo in front of the
TIC's state marker. TIC manager Cheryl Cash
obligingly snapped the picture.

Assessing the impact of the presidential election on
travelers along old "Route 66", now 1-40, a British
television reporter asked several visitors at our TIC
in Amarillo: "In the 1930s, people went West; where
will they go in the '90s?"

And a mobility-impaired visitor, traveling by
motorcycle, unstrapped his collapsible wheelchair
from his bike and wheeled himself across the
pedestrian bridge crossing the interstate highway to
visit the Amarillo center. "A very self-reliant
visitor," observed manager Rosemary Eaves.

FORT WORTH'S TARANTULA steam excursion
train now serves the recently completed Stockyards
Station. The station features several shopping
opportunities for visitors, including Tarantula
Mercantile, which offers train memorabilia, the Texas
Peddler, Nostalgia Station, the Stockyards Station
Gallery, and other neat shops. Call 817/763-8297 for
Tarantula details.

"WOMEN OF SUBSTANCE," an exhibit examining
the works of several turn-of-the-century women who
contributed to the growth and well-being of a small
pioneer town called Dallas, is on display now to
November 30 in the schoolhouse at Old City Park in
Dallas. A call to the Dallas County Heritage Society
at 214/421-5141 will get you more details.

FRESH VISIONS/NEW VOICES at The Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston's Glassell School of Art, features
27 works by 11 contemporary Texas artists. The
works of this new generation - paintings, sculp-
tures, prints, photographs, and installations -
demonstrate the strong influence of the
African-American culture as they showcase the
various experiences within them. Call 713/639-7540
for information about the exhibit, on display through
November 29.

WE DID A DOUBLE-TAKE when we saw the
playbill for the latest production at the Granbury
Opera House. Now playing through November 29 is
"The Best Little Outhouse in Texas," a sure-'nuff
old-time mellerdrammer in which the villainous
Randolph Ruthless tries to dupe the grieving widder
and her daughters. Hiss the villain and cheer the
hero Friday and Saturday-nights. Call 817/573-9191
for reservations.

AN EXHIBITION OF ONE-OF-A-KIND,
hand-constructed fiber art wear and a large-scale
interior hanging is on display through November 28
at San Antonio's Southwest Craft Center. Included is
a wide range of sophisticated and elaborate designs
on silk created by California artist John Marshall,
internationally known for his beautifully designed
textiles and Japanese dyeing techniques. Call
210/224-1848 for details.



WE DON'T USUALLY single out a single activity
from among the many holiday events held in
communities across Texas, but one appears to be
worthy of mention this year. It's El Paso
Pro-Musica's 7th annual "Echos of Christmas Past,"
featuring the Houston Children's Choir, the El Paso
Brass Quintet, organ and handbells performing
traditional music of the season in the historic Union
Depot. Seven performances December 5 - 7 delight
visitors in the depot's English cathedral-like ambience
complete with festive Victorian decorations. Call
915/532-9139 for performance times and ticket
information, as well as a schedule for the 1992-93
season. And check your Winter Texas Events
Calendar for a complete listing of holiday activities.

CYCLING TOURS OF THE BIG BEND AREA are
scheduled during this month by Country Roads Bicy-
cle Tours. A Pedal/Paddle tour November 12-15
features cycling in the Big Bend National Park and
rafting through the canyons of the Rio Grande, while
the November 26-29 Big Bend Camping Tour
includes campfire cooking and guided hikes to areas
of special interest. All tours offer various routes for
riders of all abilities. Call 1-800-366-6681 for a free
brochure or to sign up.

VISITING RVers looking for a different adventure
will want to consider a unique waterborne cruise
through Texas' last frontier, Padre Island. Flanked
by the Gulf of Mexico and Laguna Madre, the myriad
sights and sounds of this national treasure are
viewed from the deck of a "cruising campground."
And you can even fish the waters from your rig!
Loaded aboard barges, the "campgrounds" depart
Corpus Christi every Wednesday, December 2
through February 24, for a 3-1/2 day cruise the
length of Padre Island to Port Isabel. Or, RVers can
make the northbound trip to Corpus Christi,
departing Port Isabel on Sundays during the same
period. Dinners, tours of Corpus Christi attractions
such as the Texas State Aquarium and the Museum
of Science and History, and entertainment are
included. For information or reservations, call
1-800-460-5400.

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU SAY! Japan Airlines in
New York reports that when Coca-Cola first entered
the Chinese market, the bottles were embossed with
Chinese characters which represented the sounds of
"Coca-Cola," but which in fact meant, "Bite the wax
tadpole."

A REGIONAL TRAILS CONFERENCE of trail
users and trail-providing agencies will be held
November 21 at the Great Southwest Equestrian
Center in Katy. The conference will be pointed
toward the development of a successful trails
network in metropolitan areas, and will conclude with
a ceremony marking the opening of Lake Houston
State Park for trail activities. Call 712/524-4138 for
registration information and program details.

FOLLOWING ON THE HEELS of the conference
on Sunday afternoon, November 22, will be a
"Memorial Park Celebration" at the Houston
Arboretum and Nature Center, 4501 Woodway.
Included is Ben & Jerry's Traveling Light Circus
with live animals and clowns, education stations along
the strolling trails, and a naturalist's obstacle course
for city slickers. For more information, call
713/681-8433.

ADD ANOTHER TEXAS-SIZE ANIMAL to your
growing list. A 14,280-lb. concrete statue of a
hippopotamus was unveiled at the Hutto Olde Tyme
Days festivities October 17. Complete with gaping
jaws and protruding tusks, the statue commemorates
the legendary carnival hippo that reportedly escaped
from a carnival in 1915 and took refuge in a nearby
creek. Not surprisingly, the town's high school
athletic teams are known as the Hutto Hippos. And
just down the road a piece are the Taylor Ducks.

WHAT'S MORE, THE CITY OF HIDALGO is
considering erecting a 10-ft. high, 20-ft. wide
fiberglass statue of an Africanized "killer" bee. The
board of aldermen figures the monster monument
commemorating the arrival of the bees at Hidalgo in
1990, the first reported incursion in the U.S., might
prompt travelers to stop and visit a while.



ARLINGTON C&VB President Burke Pease has
named Bob Spence Director of Tourism and Sports,
Kay Barnes VP of Sales and Marketing, and Helen
Carrizales VP of Finance and Administration. The
C&VB split from the city October 1.

NOW ON DISPLAY at the Science Place in Dallas'
Fair Park is "The Etruscans: Legacy of a Lost
Civilization," on loan from the Vatican Museums. The
Science Place uses a multisensory approach to
transport the visitor to an Etruscan Home to
experience the food, the utensils and tools, and the
family life as it might have been some 2,500 years
ago. On display now through January 31, 1993. Call
214/828-0100 for more information.

TWO OR THREE YEARS AGO, manager Bobby
Johnson of our Capitol Information Center responded
to a request from Switzerland with a letter and a
Texas State Travel Guide and map. Not long ago, the
couple showed up at the Capitol, unable to speak any
English except Bobby's name. Turns out they've
never forgotten his letter, they fly a Lone Star flag
over their home in Switzerland, and are anxious to
move to Texas. Which goes to show you never know.
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"QUEEN VICTORIA," accompanied by her
ladies-in-waiting, will reign over the 1992 edition of
Dickens on the Strand, December 5 and 6 in
Galveston. The pomp and pageantry of the British
empire of Dickens' day will be on display at 4 p.m.
each day as the Queen's carriage is escorted forth in
a Royal Procession. A glittering 40-piece collection of
replicas of the British Crown Jewels will also be on
display during the celebration. Call 409/765-7834 for
all the details.

A COUPLE OF MONTHS AGO we sadly reported
the passing of the famous beer-guzzling billy goat,
Clay Henry, whose antics drew many a parched
visitor to the Lajitas Trading Post near the Rio
Grande. The cantina still looks about the same as it
did when it was built nearly a century ago, but it has
new owners, Roger and Ruth Gibson of Richardson.
They bought the landmark watering spot from Bill
and Lisa Ivey whose family owned the trading post
nearly 50 years. We're happy to report that Clay
Henry, Jr. will stay on to entertain the guests. Kinda
the passing of an era.

THE GATEWAY VISITOR CENTER in League
City has a new toll-free telephone number. It's
1-800-264-2684. Their regular number is 409/762-7239.
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WINTER OPERATING HOURS continue through
April 30, 1993, at the American Quarter Horse
Heritage Center and Museum in Amarillo. The
facilities are open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. "With easy
access to Interstate 40, the Heritage Center remains
a strong Panhandle-area attraction throughout the
winter months for tourists..." said PR director Leslie
Baker. Call 806/376-5181 for information concerning
museum exhibits.

A NEW TWIST ON THE BED AND BREAKFAST
scene Yacht-O-Fun, a 51-foot bed and breakfast
enterprise plying the waters of Lake Texoma. The
B&B operation begins Friday evenings with a sunset
cruise, with the yacht returning to the slip for the
night. The lucky couple has the option of spending
the night on board or at the skipper's condo at
nearby Tanglewood resort. Included is a brunch.



A SIX MINUTE VIDEO highlighting the attractions
at the Plaza Theatre of Wax and Ripley's Believe it
or Not! in San Antonio has been completed and will
be used as a marketing tool. The video takes the
viewer on a walking tour of both attractions that host
some 450,000 annually. Aimed at travel agents,
meeting planners, tour operators, and consumers, a
copy is available to group planners at no charge. Call
512/224-9299 for details.

OLD FORT PARKER State Historical Park, one of
seven state parks slated to be taken off line
December 1, will remain open, thanks to an
agreement with the City of Groesbeck. Under the
agreement, the city will take over management and
promotion of the site, provide a park manager, staff,
and other operating resources. Similar cooperative
agreements are being pursued at other state parks
scheduled for reduction, TPWD officials said.

-- Ah

TWO DAYS HAVE BEEN SET ASIDE for pitching
and bragging at the First Annual Horseshoe
Throwing Contest to be held at Rockport Beach Park
on December 15 and 16. Competition begins at 1
p.m. each day, with two-person teams competing in
the double elimination tournament for first, second,
and third place trophies. Visitors are welcome to
participate. For more information and
pre-registration, call Stephanie Brand at 512/729-6445
or toll-free 800-242-0071.

FACED WITH BUDGET CUTS, Dallas Zoo officials
have reluctantly increased fees for young children
and senior citizens. Admission for children age 3 - 11
went from $1 to $2.50 (under 3 get in free), while the
price for older folks jumped from $1 to $4. And the
age for senior citizen discount was raised from 62 to
65. The new rates are more in line with other zoos
around the country, according to zoo officials.

FOUR MAJOR WORKS have been added to the
collection of The Museum of Fine Arts in Houston.
Three paintings - The Toilers of the Sea (1873) by
Edouard Manet, Haystack (1939) by Thomas Hart
Benton, and The Elder Sister by William Adolphe
Bouguereau - were donated by Houston donors.
The fourth acquisition is an important Japanese
wooden sculpture of Amida, Buddah of the Western
Paradise, signed by master sculptor Koei and dated
1472. All are on display. Call 713/639-7540 for more
information.

AN EXHIBITION of watercolors, oil, and prints by
popular Texas artist Charles Shaw will be on display
at the Live Oak Art Center in Columbus, December
4 through January 15. Well known for his illustration
of more than 60 books, including James Michener's
Texas, he is a frequent contributor to Texas
Highways magazine. The bulk of the works depicts
scenes from Texas history, with a number of Shaw's
works on more contemporary subjects also included.
Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesdays through
Sundays at 1014 Milam Street in Columbus. Call
409/732-8398 for details.

TICKETS for the U.S. Olympic Festival '93, to be
held at San Antonio July 23 through August 1, 1993,
will go on sale February 28. Call the Festival infor-
mation line 512/222-1933 for all the details.

Happy

Thanks giving
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OPENED IN CONJUNCTION with the Tyler Rose
Festival last month, the new Tyler Rose Museum
features educational exhibits of the rose-growing
industry. Of special interest are displays of former
Rose Festival memorabilia, including Rose Queens'
gowns. At 420 South Rose Parkway, the museum is
open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and
1:30 - 4 p.m. on Sunday. Closed Mondays and all city
holidays.

THE FINE MESH OF SCAFFOLDING that
surrounded the State Capitol for months

A "'Xis gone - but changes are still under way.
The historic building's restoration is not
all that's taking place. New uses for old
structures and new locations of Capitol
offices told us that a new Texas State
Capitol Guide was in order. With a few
new pictures, it's in circulation now, and
will serve until restoration is completed
in a couple of years. Then we'll do a new
one. In the meantime, pick up a free

copy at any TTIC, or write for one at "Capitol
Guide," P.O. Box 5064, Austin, TX 78763-5064.

ANSWER TO TEXAS TRIVIA: White is a native of
San Antonio.

U.S. OLYMPIC FESTIVAL '93 ORGANIZERS are
looking for all kinds of volunteers to help out with
everything from assisting with athletic events to data
entry to carpentry, to ticket-taking. The Olympics
are scheduled to be held in San Antonio July 23
through August 1, 1993. Anyone interested should
call 512/222-1993 for an application form and further
information.

A NUMBER OF STATE PARKS WILL CLOSE to
everyone except hunters who have been selected for
Special Hunts during November, December, and
January. Closure periods vary from three to four
weekdays; the parks will be open to the public on
weekends. Call Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
for a list of affected parks and the dates they will be
closed; 512/389-4890. Telephone numbers of individual
parks may be found in TxDOT's Texas Public
Campgrounds guidebook, available free from any of
our Texas Travel Information Centers or by calling
1-800-452-9292.

WORK IS PROGRESSING on the Dallas Museum
of Art's new Hamon Building, as two buildings were
joined during September and the limestone facing
was installed last month. When completed, an entire
floor will be dedicated to the Art of the Americas
from Canada to Tierra del Fuego. Call 214/922-1200
for details.

SEA WORLD OF TEXAS will mark the holiday
season with thousands of colorful lights fashioned into
festive holiday scenes. "Holiday Light Magic" will be
featured Dec. 4 through Jan. 3 each evening except
Christmas Eve, along with decorations, music, and
entertainment. Guests may drive their private
vehicles through a mile and a half of brilliant lighting
displays featuring seasonal subjects plus marine
animals such as dolphins, whales, and flamingos. Call
512/523-3611 for more information.

MEANWHILE, A NEW KILLER WHALE,
imported from Sealand of the Pacific in Victoria,
British Columbia, has arrived in San Antonio to
reinforce Sea World's corps of performing animals.

DON'T FORGET! Parts of Area Code 512 became
AC 210 on November 1. There hasn't been much
publicity, so we thought this map might be useful.
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THE LA GRANGE CHAMBER has just published a

colorful and attractive folder to entice visitors to that

very special and historic part of South Central Texas.

It's a splendid example of what an active chamber in

a smaller community can produce. A copy is available

by calling 409/968-5756.

LAST MONTH WE NOTED that Conde Nast

Traveler magazine had named Dallas' Mansion on

Turtle Creek as best of the U. S. hotels and one of

the top 10 in the world. Space being limited and

information sparse at that time, we failed to mention

that San Antonio ranks among the top 10 tourist

destinations in both the U. S. and the world! And

Dallas-based Southwest Airlines ranks in the top 10
U.S. airlines.
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"AS THE SUN SETS IN THE WEST..." the cruise
ship Le Mistral has bid "Aloha" to Port Isabel. The
pleasure gambling ship has been beset by financial
problems and ceased operations in early October. In
nearly four years of operation from the South Texas
port, she operated 854 cruises, carrying some 118,057
passengers. Discussions are under way to move the
vessel to Florida.

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND is already planning a full
schedule of events for visiting winter Texans.
Beginning in November more than 300,000 lights
illuminate the island for the entire holiday season,
and a number of Christmas events follow in
December. An exciting variety of activities follow
throughout the winter months, right on through to
Spring Break in March. Call the South Padre Island
C&VB toll-free at 1-800-343-2368 for a complete list
of places to go and things to do.

PINFEATHER TOURS is featuring two tours of
interest to visiting bird enthusiasts. The first, on
November 21 and 22, welcomes whooping cranes as

they arrive at their winter home at Aransas National
Wildlife Refuge. Included is a visit to Matagorda
Island and a Sunday morning boat ride to view the
cranes. The second, December 5 and 6, visits Lake
Buchanan in the Hill Country where visitors enjoy
the scenic Highland Lake hillsides while viewing the
wintering bald eagles. Call 713/445-1187 for details.

EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE, we come across
something neat to share with you. Budding and
confirmed naturalists will want to enjoy the Cibolo
Wilderness Trail at Boerne. The trail's open for
self-guided nature walks from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
daily, and special nature programs - ranging from

stories around the wood stove to back yard bugs -
are presented the fourth Saturday of each month,
usually beginning about 10 a.m. And there's more!
An extenshe renovation of the building that will
house the Cibolo Nature Center is well under way.
Watch this space. In the meantime, take a hike on
the trail. It's in the Boerne City Park on State
Highway. And be sure to call 512/537-4141 for a
charming newsletter and calendar of events.

Looking

Although construction of the Moody Gardens'
Rainforest Pyramid on Galveston Island is expected
to be completed about the end of this month, it will
take several months for the plants and animals to
become acclimated to their new environment. The
grand opening of the Pyramid and its accompanying
IMAX theater is slated for March 27, 1993, along
with a two-day Moody Gardens Island Fest. Call
409/744-1745 for details.

A group of football enthusiasts has formed the South
Texas Football Group, Inc. with a view toward
convincing National Football League team owners
that sufficient solid fan and financial support exists to
support the move of an NFL franchise to San
Antonio's AlamoDome. If you're interested, a call to
1-800-967-FIST will get you all the details.

And speaking of sports, the San Antonio Bowl
Association has officially established an annual Alamo
Bowl game to be held New Year's Eve 1993. Call
512/554-7711 for information.

Radisson Hotel Corp. has joined with Aussie tennis
star John Newcombe for a planned $20 million
redevelopment of the John Newcombe Tennis Ranch
near New Braunfels. The ranch will be expanded to
150 acres for the development of a destination resort
with extensive recreational, conference, and dining
facilities. The facility is scheduled to open in the
spring of 1994, complete with a 48-court tennis
academy, a golf academy, and conference center. Call
512/734-8731 for details.

And work is progressing toward a March 1993
opening of the new Hyatt Resort in San Antonio, on
Texas 151 near Sea World. The 500-room hotel will
feature an 18-hole golf course, spa, Camp Hyatt, and
conference center.

Planning is well under way for the 1993 version of
the Houston International Festival. Slated for April
22 through May 2 next year, the festival theme is "A
Salute to Mexico." For a colorful brochure or more
information, simply call Stephanie Poole at
713/654-8808.



Data as of October 31, 1992

[ Austin Office For TxDOT This Month For TxDOT This Year For DOC This Month For DOC This Year Total Year to Date

Mail Services 8,046 102,012 19,697 780,909 882,921

Services to Travel Industry subsc onr I Thi M rnt This Mon Year todsteSubs ti urla Addresses Ofn drse rnmte drse rnmte

TxDOT TRAX System 85 38,221 286,545 384,767[ Official State Travel Magazine This Month This Month Last Year This Year to Date Last Year to Date

Texas Highways Print Run 437,248 423,391 4,420,346 4,318,292

Travel Month Total Percent Year Total Percent Travel Month Total Percent Year Total Percent
Center Visitors Variation* Visitors Variation* Center Visitors Variation* Visitors Variation*

Amarillo 12,207 + 23.9 122,808 + 7.2 Orange 39,546 + 2.7 450,003 + 5.1

Anthony 19,002 + 0.7 180,996 - 0.3 Texarkana 35,226 + 2.0 333,111 + 11.0

Denison Temporarily Closed Valley 21,942 + 30.8 254,289 + 14.0

Gainesville 40,815 + 26.5 368,817 + 20.7 Waskom 34,623 + 23.8 383,664 + 29.2

Langtry 6,972 - 3.3 74,505 - 2.1 Wichita Falls 13,635 + 3.2 158,229 + 1.1

Laredo 9,597 - 23.7 136,824 - 12.3 Capitol 51,441 + 32.1 517,767 + 5.5
'compared to last Year Center Totals 285,006 + 13.9 2,981,013 + 9.2

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers (8 a.m. - 9 p.m. daily)
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