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Dan Perrine, travel counselor

and assistant manager at the
Orange Travel Information

Center, was honored last month
with one of the Travel Division's

most prestigious awards. In spe-
cial ceremonies at the Texas
Travel Counselors Conference

(TTCC) in Corpus Christi, Dan
was presented the 1999 Road-
runner Award for his out-
standing service to the traveling

public, TxDOT and the state's
tourism industry. Over the years,

Dan has voluntarily served on
various committees and currently

chairs the Travel Counselors
Advisory Committee. He is an
active volunteer in the Orange

community, and often donates

ime to the Orange C&VB, his
church's soup kitchen and as a

ne wscaster at high school football
games. Dan is a Certified
Professional Travel Counselor at
both the state and national levels.

Bobby Johnson, assistant

director of Travel Services, was
voted by his peers the 1999 recip-

ient of the Lone Star Award.
The awa -d honors employees for
their outstanding contributions to

the Texas tourism industry, and
for their exceptional support of

the Travel Information Centers
(TICs) any other sections within
the Travel Division. Bobby has
spearhead -d several projects that
have resulted in cost savings and
improved s rvices. A new sys-

tem for full IIing travel literature
requests was executed under his

direction, resulting in almost a
half million (ollars in savings.
He coordinat-d the implementa-
tion of TxDOT's automated toll-
free line, aiJ serves as manager
for major capital improvement

projects now under way at most
of the TICs. The award was pre-
sented at ceremonies at this

year's TTCC.

It's been a few years now since
the Travel Division created an
award recognizing travel profes-

sionals for their contributions to

the $27.5-billion Texas travel
industry and for their support of

the state's tourism program. The
honor was named the Gene
Phillips Hospitality Award,
for the man who was a driving
force in the emerging tourism

industry in the 1970s. Gene's son

Bob Phillips has served on the

selection committee since the
award's inception. So Bob was
caught totally off guard when he
was handed the award last month
in Corpus Christi. Over the past
20 years, Bob has made his own
name in the Texas travel and
tourism industry, personifying
every aspect of the award's intent.
He is currently director of visitor
services for the Town of Addison,

and spent several years promot-
ing Ripley's Believe It or Not!,
the Palace of Wax and the Plaza
Theater of Wax in San Antonio
and Grand Prairie. He serves
as chairman of the Tourism

Advisory Committee for the Texas
Department of Economic Devel-

opment, as treasurer of the Texas
Travel Industry Association, and

as a delegate to the White House
Conference on Tourism. Bob
Phillips' exemplary support of

TxDOT and the industry as a
whole long ago earned him the
respect fitting for the Gene
Phillips Hospitality Award.

C O M I N G U P

Construction of a $7.5-million

stadium could bring minor
league baseball back to Fort
Worth by 2001. The Dallas
Morning News reports the Fort
Worth Sports Authority has
approved a plan for funding the

6,000-seat facility through grants,
corporate sponsorships and possi-

bly the sale of city bonds. The
proposal would also provide a
full-time baseball stadium for
Texas Wesleyan University,
which has agreed to donate land

and maintain the field year-round.
Proponents say the stadium
would provide affordable family
entertainment and create a venue
for local baseball programs. The
Texas-Louisiana Professional

Baseball League has signed a let-

ter of intent to bring a team to

Fort Worth if the stadium is built.

Passengers aboard the Tarantula
steam train can experience the

ultimate luxury in railroading

with the addition of a dinner train

by early fall. Round-trip excur-
sions between the Cotton Belt
Depot in Grapevine and Carroll-

ton will run Tuesday through

Sunday evenings, year-round.

The relaxed three-hour journey,

designed for adults, will include

an exquisitely prepared five-

course meal and a choice of
entertainment. The Tarantula
will continue to offer daytime

excursions for tour groups, school

field trips and individuals be-
tween Grapevine and the historic
Stockyards in Fort Worth and
between the Stockyards and

Eighth Avenue. For information

or reservations, call 817/625-7245.

Work could begin as early as this

fall on a $1.2-million wetlands
park at Sunset Lake near the

Nueces Bay Causeway in
Portland. The Corpus Christi
Caller-Times reports the 400-acre
recreation area will become an
added stop along the Great Texas

THRILLS AND CHILLS Blue Line Ice Complex in North

Richland Hills will open in September as the largest

ice arena in the Southwest. The 140,000-square-foot

complex will feature one Olympic-sized rink and

two rinks built to National Hockey League

specifications. Included in the plans are
- skybox suites, a full-service pro shop, party

and meeting rooms, a 3,000-square-foot restaurant and a

game room/arcade. At 9100 Cardinal Lane. Call 817/831-9ICE.
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Coastal Birding Trail, offering a

haven for dozens of species of

migratory birds in a refuge free of

motorized vehicles and water-
craft. A hike-and-bike trail, bird-
ing area and lake will provide a

variety of recreational opportuni-

ties for birders and other outdoor

enthusiasts.

Keystone Archaeological
Site, a 4,500-year-old Native
American village, lies hidden ten

feet below ground within the El
Paso city limits. Experts say

proper study of the site could offer

unprecedented insight into the

Archaic period, when people
stopped being hunter-gatherers
and began settling in communities.
The Keystone Archaeological

Preservation and Protection Asso-

ciation is currently seeking funds

to purchase the 100-acre site and

turn it into a wildlife and archaeo-

logical preserve. Supporters hope

to revegetate primeval wetlands,

construct an interpretive center

and re-create portions of the village.

PLACES

Former President George Bush
will preside June 11 at the open-

ing of the $3-million George
Bush Gallery of the National
Museum of the Pacific War
at the Admiral Nimitz Museum
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ORANGE TIC Lillie Hooks
stopped in on her way from

Alabama to the Lower Rio

Grande Valley, where her family

settled in Texas in 1900. Her

aunt had owned and managed a

ranch with Jersey cattle and a

successful butter business the

early part of this century. When

the railroad came through, a

depot was built and a budding

new town was born. The town

and Historical Center in Fred-
ericksburg. The current nine-
acre Nimitz Museum complex

houses tanks, planes and sub-

marines, giving visitors a big pic-

ture of the Pacific War. The new

gallery will transport visitors to

lifelike scenes of conflict using

the latest museum technologies.

Life-size exhibits in the new

23,000-square-foot gallery will

allow visitors to view a Japanese

midget sub preparing for its
attack on Pearl Harbor, walk onto

a Guadalcanal airstrip, and see a

B-25 bomber prepare to take off

from the deck of an aircraft carri-

er. The Nimitz is the only institu-

tion in the world dedicated exclu-

sively to the WWII Pacific theater.

For details, call 830/997-4379.

In 1979, bell-bottoms were out,

pet rocks were hot, and the only

way to talk from your car was

over the CB. That year also

marked the opening of Schlitter-
bahn Waterpark in New
Braunfels, with its German-

style castle and four water slides.

Now, 20 years later, the 65-acre

park has become the largest

waterpark and resort complex in

Texas, with miles of inner tube

chutes, water slides of all sizes,

pools, hot tubs, three uphill water

coasters, six children's water

playgrounds and more than 200

resort rooms on the park grounds.

Premiering this summer is Han's

Hideout, a five-story, pirate-

was named Donna, in honor of

Donna Hooks Fletcher, the

town's first postmistress and

Lillie Hooks' aunt.

WASKOM TIC It wasn't the

first time R.V. and Jo Roberts
from Louisiana had visited the

center. But it was the first time

R.V. had noticed the photo dis-
play of the area's past TIC build-

ings. There in a photo taken in

themed water fun house with
more than 50 water features. The
20th anniversary season runs
through September 12. Call

830/625-2351 for more info.

The Texas Coastal Bend Regional

Tourism Council reports their

area's newest attraction is already

a "wild" success. Wayne's
World Safari, 1.5 miles east of
Mathis, opened February 25 as

home to more than 300 animals

1946 stood his wife Jo alongside
the couple's 1942 Plymouth. A
couple of days later, in walked

M.C. Garren, who said he had

worked at the center many years

before. When counselors asked

him which building he worked in,
he pointed to the photo taken in

1946. The gentleman had worked

as a travel counselor in 1949

during his days as an A&M

University cadet.

from every corner of the world.

The menagerie of wildlife
includes creatures "as wild as the

wildest roaring lion, as rare as the

Indo-Chinese Sumutran tiger, and

as cute and common as the pot-

bellied pig." Tram tours take

visitors past kangaroos, zebras,

black leopards, black bears,

camels, a rhino and greater kudu.

Children delight in free pony
rides and a petting zoo. Three

gazebos and a 3,200-square-foot

ALL IT'S QUACKED UP TO BE

A new mode of transportation

waddled into Austin in March.

Austin Duck Adventures carries

up to 45 passengers in amphibi-

ous military landing vehicles for

75-minute narrated tours of

the city. Visitors are first motored past

the State Capitol, the Governor's Mansion,

The University of Texas at Austin, Sixth

Street and historic Congress Avenue. When

it's time for the 20-minute tour of Lake

Austin, the vehicles slide in the watar and

rev up their propellers. Tickets are avail-

able at the Austin C&VB visitor center at

201 E. Second Street. For group reserva-

tions, call 512/477-5274.

TRAVEL TALES OVERHEAR D
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pavilion are available for group

gatherings. Open Monday

through Saturday, 9 a.m. till
dusk, and Sunday, noon till

dusk. For more information,
call 361/547-0035.

The Big Texan Cowboy
Palace opened in Amarillo on
May 9 as a new 350-seat venue

for concerts, musical revues and
special events. Tickets to perfor-
mances include dinner from the
Big Texan Steak Ranch, adjacent

to the theater. The Palace will

accommodate the large crowds
that gather each Tuesday at the
famous eatery for an evening of
country/Western entertainment

at the Big Texan Opry. This
summer, the "Route 66 Musical
Revue," developed especially

for the Cowboy Palace, will take
audiences on a musical journey

through the eight states that are
a part of the historic highway.

Other upcoming events include
a series of Chuck Wagon Con-

certs featuring Michael Martin
Murphy. At 7700 1-40 at
Lakeside. For reservations or
information, call 806/372-6779.

Early this year, a friendly dispute

developed between the mighty
King Ranch and the city of
Fort Worth. Officials from the
ranch claimed the brand chosen
to mark the Fort Worth Herd was

too similar to the Running W
brand that has been the King
Ranch symbol since the 1860s.
According to The Dallas Morning

News, the dispute was not so
much about cattle as about mar-

keting and sales. Last month the
King Ranch gave a thumbs up to

a revised brand for Fort Worth's
herd of municipal Longhorns, set

to debut in June at the Historic
Stockyards. The city's new brand
was redesigned to look more like

a Longhorn's horn and less like
the snaking King Ranch brand.

In addition, the city has agreed
to include the words "Fort Worth
Herd" underneath its logo on most
of its items to distinguish it further

from the King Ranch brand
used for close to 140 years.

W I L D L I F E

Last October, The Texas Zoo
in Victoria was ravaged by

floods, resulting in $750,000 in
damages and lost income. An
estimated 160 of the zoo's most
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Which curandera

became the last sur

vivor of the Alamo?
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OH, PIONEERS! The Texas

Panhandle, which for

decades was referred to

as the Great

American

Desert, is
today considered one of the most impor-

tant agricultural regions in the world. The

Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum in

Canyon presents The Cow, the Plow, the

Sow, and the Hen: Agriculture in the Texas

Panhandle, an exhibition of photos and

artifacts that chronicles the region's agri-

cultural heritage through depression,

drought and war. Through December at

2401 Fourth Avenue. Call 806/651-2244.
[S

precious creatures lost their lives. strategic routes, military camps
After months of removing debris, and federal blockades. To request
cleaning, disinfecting, and rebuild- your free copy, call 512/463-6094.
ing outdoor exhibits, the zoo has

once again opened its doors.
Actual completion of renovations M U S E U M S

U! could take up to two years. Open
daily in Riverside Park. Call He was there with his camera

4 361/573-7681 for details. when photojournalism came of
age. Today, David Douglas

IT Duncan's images are among the
i H E R I T A G E most recognizable photographs in
D T 0 U R I S M the world. An exhibition show-

casing Duncan's career is on view
On March 2, 1861, Texas seceded at the Lyndon B. Johnson
from the United States to become Library and Museum in

S the seventh state in the new Austin through January 2, 2000.
a Confederacy. Today, few realize David Douglas Duncan:

the significant role Texas played One Life, A Photographic
W during the War Between the Odyssey features 400 items,

States. That significance is high- including original prints, galley
lighted in a colorful brochure, proofs, correspondence, and cam-

d recently published by the Texas eras, lenses and field equipment.
v Historical Commission. Hundreds of photographs capture

Texas in the Civil War traces the horror of war, the passion of
wartime events, and lists muse- the 1968 Democratic and Re-

V ums, research centers, historical publican conventions, the zeal of

markers and attractions important Pablo Picasso, and the joy and
in the understanding of Texas' pain of an increasingly complex

contribution to the war. A map world. Open daily at 2313 Red
pinpoints battle sites, cemeteries, River Street. Call 512/916-5136.



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 11,994 +6.25 43,302 +22.01

Anthony 8,679 -21.71 41,688 -23.92

Denison 19,611 +6.83 74,511 +9.05

Gainesville 28,629 +5.13 117,519 +5.94

Langtry 9,411 -10.55 37,134 -13.59

Laredo 7,956 -35.88 34,869 -39.57

Orange 42,393 -7.00 171,159 -0.65

Texarkana 30,957 -4.78 116,241 -6.60

Valley 27,522 +28.42 194,166 +16.42

Waskom 35,916 -25.68 131,427 -22.03

Wichita Falls 17,160 -7.02 64,050 +8.27

Capitol Complex 12,048 +2.90 44,667 +17.37

CENTER TOTALS 252,276 -6.19 1,070,733 +35.69

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance

from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers

(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily, Central Time)

Internet address: http://traveltex.com

http://www.texashighways.com
http://www.dontmesswithtexas.org

Data as of April 30, 1999
*Compared to last year
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Mail Services 199,441 486,000

Literature Distributed 0 12,600
at Trade Shows

Automated Attendant 5,264 70,624Road Condition Calls ' '


