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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

T HIS MONTH, Glen Rose-based writer Kathryn

Jones introduces us to a stretch of the Brazos

River below the Possum Kingdom dam (page

28). Kathryn conceived the story a year ago when she

spoke to an honors class at Tarleton State Univer-

sity that was reading John Graves' classic, Goodbye

to a River. She told them that the book had touched

her and sparked her interest in being on rivers.

"A river runs through all of us," Kathryn says.

"Each person, especially those of us in Texas, prob-

ably has a memory or a story about a river." She re-

alized that several rivers ran through her-the Nu-

eces, where she learned to water-ski; the Rio Grande,
which she has crossed and traversed by raft, row-

boat, and ferry; and, now, the Brazos and Paluxy,
which are her new playgrounds near Glen Rose.

"I knew the book's anniversary was coming up,
and I was looking for an excuse to canoe the Brazos.

I had fly-fished the rive, but I had never canoed it,
and felt like I was missing one of the quintessential

Texas experiences. So I asked some of the students I

r 
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Photographer Lynne Dobson (left) loved the blooming
bluebonnets during last year's Cowgirl Weekend (see page
12). Courtney Perry enjoyed photographing writer Kathryn
Jones and her crew canoeing down the Brazos River.

had met, who had already canoed the Brazos after

reading the book, if they wanted to do a trip again.

I was impressed that a new gene-ation of Texans

cared about the river, and wanted it to be around for

their children and grandchildren. That seemed the

ultimate legacy of Graves' book."...

HOWARD PEACOCK, who wrote the article on Wash-

ington County, was recently honored as "the First

and Only Honorary Member of the Yegua Spit

& Whittle Society." Yegua (meaning "mare" in

Spanish) and Old Yegua are the names of creeks

meandering around Washington County before

joining the mighty Brazos River. As you might

guess, although Howard lives in San Antonio, he

has a passel of fast friends in and around Bren-

ham. Hence his love for the county and interest in

writing about it. Of course, the county also mat-

,WA rCC00K

Howard Peacock studies a map of Washigton County on
the hood of his Mercury Milan, provided courtesy of the
Ford Motor Company. Howard is stationed in front of the
ruins of Old Baylor College in Independence.

ters because it's a shrine to Texas independence.

Howard's story, illustrated by Will van Overbeek's

photographs, begins on page 14....

IN HER STORY on the Cypress Valley Canopy Tours

(page 44), former Texas Highways intern Annie
Billups mentions that David and Amy Beilharz origi-
nally had planned to open a retreat or healing cen-

ter, rather than a canopy-tour operation, on their

property. "After opening this past season," says

Amy, "I have to say we are still offering our origi-

nal idea...just not as we originally conceived it.

Our customers all get a retreat from their ordinary

hustle and bustle, and many of them are also get-

ting a very healing experience. Isn't life funny?"

Yes, it is. School and work groups take tours here,
as do lucky birthday kids and adults. Amy notes

that one woman celebrated her 75th birthday zip-

ping through the trees at Cypress Valley Canopy

Tours. Photography editor Michael A. Murphy con-
firms that the canopy tours are a definite must for

a physical rush and a view of this little piece of

paradise in the Hill Country....

AND, FINALLY, congratulations to the National Cham-

pion Texas Longhorns football team. For an iconic

image of their accomplishment, see the inside back

cover. You can even order a copy of the image,
if you like....

HERE'S to successes for all of you in 2006. May

you experience safe and happy journeys as you

travel the Lone Star State.
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ABOUT OUR COVERS FRONT: A placid stretch of

the Brazos presents rowers with the perfect spot to ply their

oars. For more images of this beautiful river, turn to page

28. Photo Courtney Perry BACK: Zip-a-dee-doo-dah,
zip-a-dee-ay! The expression on Valerie Libby's face says it

all: Tree-canopy flights are flat-out fun! To learn more about
this Central Texas sensation, turn to page 44. Photo by

Michael A. Murphy

PHOTOS FROM TOP LEFT, CLOCKWISE:
CARoLYN BROWN; LANCE VARNELL; MICHAEL A. MURPHY

FEATURES

14 FINDING INDEPENDENCE IN WASHINGTON COUNTY The countythat
boasts the birthplace of Texas also toasts a bevy of charming small towns-Independence, Washington,
Brenham, Burton, and Chappell Hill. BY HOWARD PEACOCK, PHOTOGRAPHS BY WILL VAN OVERBEEK

22 PASSIONATE NATION: THE BIRTH OF THE TEXAS REPUBLIC An
excerpt from James L. Haley's new oook about the state's epic history brings alive the struggles and
passions of the 59 men who bean forging a new ration 170 years ago this month. INTRODUCTION
BY JACK LOWRY

28 HELLO TO A RIVER Inspired by John Graves' 196C classic book, another author made
a recent canoe pilgrimage down the Brazos. ThoJgh less wild today, the river still offers a refuge for
those in search of rejuvenation and solitude. BY KATHRYN JONES, PHOTOGRAPHS BY COURTNEY PERRY

36 BAFFIN BAY: THE TOURIST TRAP THAT WASN'T, THE PEACEFUL
PARADISE THAT IS it's ro French Riviera, but Baffin Bay yields plenty of coastal pleasures-
birding, fishing, fresh sea-ood, and oalmy breezes. BY HELEN BRYANT, PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL A. MURPHY

44 CYPRESS VALLEY CANOPY TOURS: ZIP IT UP!
bird's-eye view of nature or a phis cal rush, you won't be disappointed at
this new eco-theme park near Soicewood, where tre zip-line cou-se takes
you whizzing through cypress-tree canopies. BY ANNIE BILLUPS

48 CLARK GARDENS BOTANICAL PARK A private
hillside plot near Mineral Wells has exparded to 35 acres of gorgeous
gardens open to the public. There's even a whimsical garden railroad.
BY LANA ROBINSON, PHOTOGRAPHS BY CAROLYN BROWN

Whether you want a
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36 BAFFIN BAY
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New Year,
Same TH
THE JANUARY issue
shows the results of a
fresh focus, getting back to
the essence of what has
made TH such a wonderful
ride-keep up the good
work!

BILL WILLIAMS
Wimberley

Big Bend
Blowouts
LOVED Laurence Parent's article on the "oth-

er" River Road in the January issue. My hus-
band and I traveled this road, too-only once-
and it was a real adventure for us. Costly, too,
as we blew out the front end of our Jeep
Grand Cherokee 4x4. We drove the road in No-
vember 1998. We entered from Castolon (Jeep
was stocked with snacks, water, jackets, etc.)
and bumped along having a great time. The
land behind the Chisos looked like how we
think the moon might look. At one point, the
road was about three feet lower than the land
around it. Saw the Mariscal Mine, Elephant
Tusk, Glenn Springs. We drove to either Talley
or Solis and stopped to look over at Mexico.
We drove back to the main highway and
stopped at the Gravel Pit (a cool place) and
looked for flint. Once we realized our front end
was blown, we limped back to Wild Horse Sta-
tion. Next morning, we headed to Alpine, had a
flat tire, put on the spare, and then had a
blowout 40 miles from the town. We hitched a
ride back and found a tow-truck driver who
agreed to tow our Jeep to town. We made it
back to Houston for Thanksgiving. We haven't
been able to get back to Big Bend since, but
our River Road experience is one of our fa-
vorite campfire stories.

CATHY BOLIN

Houston

Wood You? Could You?
MARY Ramos' article on Dionicio Rodriguez
[January] was well written and factual. He was
truly a national treasure. I appreciate that Ms.
Ramos did not fall into the myth that is often

TA'O

Declaration
From Independence:
We have some late-breaking news from Wash-
ington County (see "Finding Independence...,"
page 14).

AS OF late March, Independence will have a
newly-installed trail in and around the village.
There will be 19 exhibit panels, each with
documentary images and brief text (and a
map of the trail). Eleven panels will be placed
along a one-mile loop (walking trail) around
the village; the remaining panels will be in

the immediate area, but more comfortably
reached by car than by foot.

The self-guided trail, a project of the Inde-
pendence Preservation Trust, chronicles the
village's surprisingly rich history. Most people
do not know that Independence was an edu-
cational and religious center, as well as the
center of one of the largest cotton-producing

Irv
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areas in Texas in the 1850s. Baylor University
was founded here in 1845, and, until 1886,
had two campuses in Independence-one
for men, one for women. Both sites are now
parks and are included on the trail. Visitors
will also find several sites associated with the
town's most famous resident, Sam Houston,
including the 1853-59 home site of Sam and
Margaret Lea. Among other stops on the trail

are Seward Plantation, an 1850s plantation
house and outbuildings still occupied by de-
scendants of the original family, and the Lib-
erty Baptist Church, an African-American
church founded in 1866.

ELLEN BEASLEY

INDEPENDENCE PRESERVATION TRUST

ED. NOTE: For more information on the new

trail, call the Independence Preservation Trust
at 979/277-4438.
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associated with his work-that the ability to
produce such work died with him.

To produce faux bois, all that is needed is a
craftsman who understands
cement, concrete, and stuc-
co; who is an artist; and

. ,; who has the time, patience,
and motivation to do an ex-
cellent job. (The process is
slow, so it is not cheap.)
Very seldom are all of
those qualities wrapped
up into one man as they
were in Senor Rodriguez.

HERB NORDMEYER

Castroville

The Perfect e
Prezzie c

I HAVE received your magazine since
last year-a prezzie from our pals Philip and
Brenda Ross. My family will be coming to Texas
next year to visit our friends and to check out
your state. We can't wait to set foot on Texas

soil and taste your fine hospitality. It's a mighty
fine and beautiful state-you guys should be
proud of it. We have found lots of places to vis-

it when we come over, so it should be fun and
interesting. Thanks for a great magazine and for

showing a couple of scousers [Liverpudlians] a

great place to visit.

SUSAN L. WARDALE
Liverpool, Merseyside
Great Britain

Of Bolls and Bowls...
AS AVID supporters of Texas agriculture, we
enjoyed your feature on "The Lay of the Land:
Texas Farm Country" [January]. The pictures
were beautiful! However, you really "fumbled
the ball" (or "boll") by leaving out a picture of,
and barely mentioning, Texas' number-one cash
crop-COTTON! The tiny picture of a frozen cot-
ton field in West Texas doesn't cut it.

The cotton fields, which were unbelievable
this year [2005], deserved your attention. Har-
vest is now completed, and you missed a
"once in a lifetime" opportunity. However, every
Texan will benefit from the $2.1 billion crop.

SCOTT AND LINDA MACK

Lubbock

I ENJOYED Marty Lange's article about col-
lege bowl games [December '05], especially

the Cotton Bowl, but you left out two legends
from Texas who have played in the Cotton Bowl:
TCU's Sammy Baugh and Davey O'Brien. Davey
O'Brien went on to win the Heisman, Maxwell,
and Walter Camp trophies in 1938, the only

college player to accomplish this feat in a sin-
gle year. Sammy Baugh went on to a great
career in the NFL and was named to the
75th-anniversary all-NFL Team.

JOHN R. TILLINGHAST

Burleson

ED. NOTE: Assistant editor (and resident sports
nut) Marty Lange responds: "Sammy Baugh

and Davey O'Brien were both in my original
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draft, but I had to cut some copy. I should've
kept Baugh in the mix, but I wanted to mention
standout participants from all eras. I don't
think O'Brien ever starred in the Cotton Bowl-
he just played behind Baugh. O'Brien's big col-
lege game was later in the Sugar Bowl in New
Orleans (the year he won the Camp, Maxwell,
and Heisman awards). No question that Baugh
and O'Brien were two of the all-time greats."

Lights Bombastic?
I LOOK forward to each issue of TH to see
where I want to travel in our great state. In the
December issue, on the front cover, I saw this
beautiful picture of a neighborhood in Austin-
"Christmas on 37th Street." Inside, the article
looked like a place everyone should see, with
the bright lights shining. Well, we planned a trip
to Austin, taking a couple with us, to see the
light display. Have you lost your mind, or run out
of places to cover in Texas? We were very disap-
pointed. If we had not been told about the local
Zilker Park Trail of Lights, we would have turned
around and come home. We live in Cleburne,

and that is a long drive. I have made many
trips to places you have recommended and not
been disappointed. This one was a bummer.

HELEN BOWDEN
Cleburne

ED. NOTE: We're sorry to hear your trip was a
disappointment. The 37th Street display is very
much a homegrown, neighborhood effort-part
of its funky, "Keep Austin Weird" charm, thou-
sands of fans would say. And, true to associate
editor Lori Moffatts theme for the piece, the
show is unpredictable and ever-changing from
year to year. We're glad you wrote in, and we
hope you enjoy your next TH excursion more!

General-ly Speaking
REGARDING the World War II series [Novem-
ber and December '05]: I was in boarding school
in Arkansas when my boyfriend, Dolphie, in
Texas telephoned to tell me Pearl Harbor had
been bombed by the Japanese. Later, he told
me he would soon be called into the Army. We
were married before he went into the service.

Soon we received the draft letter that was
Uncle Sam's invitation for Dolphie to report to
San Antonio for basic training. After basic train-

The 37th Street Christmas lights keep Austin wired-
and delightfully weird.

ing, they began to interview him to place him
where he was needed. His hands were shaped
well and small enough for close work, [so they]
decided he should help wounded soldiers to
recover. When shot in the face, one needs help.
He was sent to Fitzsimmons General Hospital
in Denver to learn to repair teeth.

Up ahead, historic monuments and battlefields are a reminder of Texas' struggle for independence

and its nine formative years as a sovereign republic. Off to the side, ghosts of Texas heroes like

Davy Crockett and Sam Houston linger. So get in the car. Get on the trail. And take a look around

- you can see your history from here.

For free driving maps of the Independence Trail or any other Texas Heritage Trails, call 512/463-6254 or visit www.thc.state.tx.us/travel.
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[Afterward], he was transferred to Walter
Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C. He joined
the dental laboratory of about 50, supervised
by three dentists. When needed, Dolphie was
assigned to take a patient to another hospi-
tal-he took one soldier to San Antonio.

One night he was asked to sit up with a gen-
eral. When he reported to the room, he found
General John J. "Black Jack" Pershing of WWI.
Of course, Dolphie was elated. The general was
very kind and wanted to talk! He asked Dolphie
to get him some whiskey and bring two glass-
es. Dolphie was honored to have a drink with
the general, and they talked most of the night.

When the Japanese surrendered in August
1945, I was in the third-floor maternity ward
with a new baby. We heard a loud noise on the
sidewalk below our windows. The fellows run-
ning [Walter Reed's] huge kitchen had tied a
number of garbage cans together and were
running up and down the walkway, dragging
the cans against the concrete and making a
loud, wonderful noise!

Everyone worked to help the war effort and
each other. Our great country could be proud!

ANNA HINRICHS
Livingston

Making Noise for Illinois
ALTHOUGH William Jennings Bryan may have
preferred Austin winters to those in Nebraska,
as indicated in January's Speaking of Texas,
Bryan was a native of Illinois, not Nebraska. In
fact, he was 27 years old when he moved from
Illinois to Nebraska.

JAMES L. BUSBY
Nashville, Tennessee

ED. NOTE: Thanks, James, for setting the
record straight. Author David Latimer responds:
"Mea culpa. For background information on
Bryan, I followed a short encyclopedia entry
that referred to Bryan at the 1896 Democratic
Convention in Chicago, where he secured the
party presidential nomination after his Cross
of Gold speech, as a young former Congress-
man from Nebraska. He was that, serving from
1891 to 1895, but it was my error to call him
a native of Nebraska. It's nice to know you
have such careful out-of-state readers."

All Hail the King
WHAT a thrill to see a letter about the King's
Inn at Loyola Beach in November '05 Talk to
TH, and to learn that you will be including the

restaurant in the March issue [see "Baffin Bay"
page 36]. My maternal grandfather was Orlan-
do Underbrink. In 1935, he purchased land
and built the original building that is now the
King's Inn. He had built several other buildings
along Loyola Beach (named for his father, Ig-
natius Loyola Underbrink)-a store, cottages,
and a pier. When there was a demand for a
caf6, he built one and called it Orlando's Cafe.
Eventually, that building became the King's Inn.

I was born and raised in nearby Ricardo. The
King's Inn and Loyola Beach were an integral
part of my childhood as well as my return vis-
its as an adult. My grandparents lived one
block from Loyola Beach, and as a child, it was
always fun to walk to my grandfather's store
and receive a candy treat. A dinner at the
King's Inn is still on our list of things to do
when we visit my mother's farm near Ricardo.

JEANETTE HIX
Houston

WRITE OR EMAIL: Talk to TH, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/486-5879; e-mail:
letters 05@texashighways.com. web site: www.
texashighways.com. Though we are unable to print
every letter, we just might select yours to appear in the
magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism, We
reserve the right to edit letters.

TEXAS INDEPENDENCE TRAIL REGION
Trace the trails that led to Texas independence ...

GONZALES
Texas Independence Celebration

March 2
www.gonzalestexas.com

SEALY
Bellville Heritage Gathering

May 6
www.bellvilleheritagegathering.com

SEGUIN
Toast to Texas Independence

March 2
www.visitseguin.com

SAN ANTONIO
Reopening of the

Texas Native Trail
April 8 & 9

www.sabot.org

BRAZOSPORT
Gulf Coast Golf Fest

September 29 to October 1
www.tourtexas.com/brazosport

&w "+
s r -

SAN JACINTO
San Jacinto Day Festival

& Battle Reenactmnent
April 22

www.sanjacinto-museum.org

TEXAS HISTORCAL COMMISSION
T; X A aFR'1i. TRAIS PR~EA RAM
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THIS MONTH'S TOP PICKS AND PLACES

Feather Your Fest
IF YOU ARE A SERIOUS OR CASUAL BIRDWATCHER AND

like to observe nature, head to Galveston Island March 30

through April 2 for FeatherFest 2006, the island's annual

nature and birding celebration.

Each spring, during an arduous northward migration
from Central and South America, dozens of bird species

join the abundant permanent bird residents of Galveston

KEVIN KARLSON

Island. And hundreds of tourists flock to the
semitropical island-which lies on tie Great
Texas Coastal Birding Trail-to take a gander.

To encourage participants to learn more
about these creatures, FeatherFest offers lec-
tures and workshops by nationally known ex-
perts on topics ranging from birding by ear to
nature photography. In the field, you can hike
through National Wildlife Refuges; take kayaks
on wetlands tours; or board sightseeing boats to
observe birds (and dolphins) frolicking offshore.
All festival tours begin at Old Galveston Square,

which is nestled
in the heart of the
Strand National
Historic Landmark

the rignUyi-iilec oysteicatcher, which maKes ItS Home on the beah of OI iearuy

salt marshes, is very protective of its young. Chicks stay with their parents for up
to six months.

District. The Strand lies with-
in walking distance of numerous Victorian-style
homes, excellent restaurants, art galleries,
shops, and museums.

For more information, or to register for
FeatherFest 2006, call 409/392-0841; www.
galvestonfeatherfest.com. You can also call the
Galveston Island Convention & Visitors Bureau
at 888/GAL-ISLE; www.galveston.com.

BRIDGES OVER THE BRAZOS
INSPIRED BY WRITER JOHN GRAVES' LAUD-
ed 1960 book, Goodbye to a River, Glen Rose
author Kathryn Jones tells her own story of the
Brazos River, beginning on page 28.

Writer Jon McConal loves the Brazos, too. Jon,
who for many years explored the characters and
history of small-town Texas for the Fort Worth
Star-Telegram, embarked in 2002 with his

___________________________________________________________________ I

TEXAS FOREST T
Imagine your vacation against a backdrop of his

ATHENS
Uncle Fletch Burger & BBQCook-Off

June 9-10
www.athenstx.org

LINDEN
Wildflower Trails of Texas Festival

April 28-30
www.lindenwildflowertrails.coni

I - 41" n AI

CONROE
Montgomery County Fair

March 24-Apri
www.lakeconroecv

SHENANDO
Visit the Footprints in Cou

(281) 292-595
www.shenandoahtxc

RAIL REGION
toric buildings and scenic wildflowers

HENDERSON
and Rodeo East Texas Wildflower Trails

12 April 15-May 31
b.org www.hendersontx.us

AHTEA

rage Museum
3 TEXAS HISTDI A OrD ISS

vb.com www.texasforesttrail.com

a . r
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friend Eddie Lane on a journey to discover the
Brazos, focusing on the 62 bridges that cross it.
They visited every one. The resulting book, aptly
called Bridges Over the Brazos (Texas Christian
University Press, 2005) traces the two men's ad-
ventures on the 926-mile waterway. Writes friend
Bob Sanders in the book's Foreword, "The bridge-
that man-made span across the river-would be-
come the ultimate connector, tying bank to bank,
community to community, people to people."

In the same storytelling vein as Bill Bryson's
bestseller A Walk in the Woods, Bridges Over the
Brazos provides insight into the river's intriguing
history and the characters that live beside it. In
doing so, the book elucidates the Brazos' magnet-
ic draw for writers and explorers of every ilk. Find
Bridges Over the Brazos at bookstores ($19.95
paper), or call 800/826-8911 to order.

TEXAS CIVIL WAR MUSEUM
ON JANUARY 25, THE LARGEST CIVIL WAR
museum west of the Mississippi River, the Texas
Civil War Museum, opened its doors in Fort Worth.
The museum has a lot of ground to cover: Be-
tween early 1861 and May 1865, when the last
Confederate troops surrendered, more than 3 mil-
lion Americans fought (and more than 600,000
died) during the American Civil War. Some 90,000

Texans saw military service during that war.
At the 15,500-square-foot museum, more

than 60 flags and 3,000 artifacts will be on ro-
tating display, but at any given time, visitors can
see uniforms and firearms from both Union and
Confederate forces. You can also see the movie
Texas in the Civil War, and view textiles, clothing,
and housewares representing the Civil War era
here. Call 817/246-2323; www.texascivilwar
museum.com.

ART ON THE BAYOU
HOUSTON, A CITY WHOSE ART SCENE IS
perhaps unrivaled in Texas, invites all comers to
the Bayou City Art Festival Memorial Park, which
takes place this month March 24-26 in one of
Houston's most popular green spaces.

The festival is a juried event, which means that
the 300-some artists whose works receive the
spotlight have met stringent criteria of quality
and originality. With towering evergreens as a
backdrop, visitors can admire the works of arti-
sans skilled in clay, pastel, textiles, furniture,
glass, jewelry, leather, metal, mixed-media,
painting, photography, printmaking, sculpture,
watercolor, installation art, and woodcraft.

Multicultural music and dance performances
will take place on a stage in the center of the

festival grounds, and kids can get creative in a
children's tent. After all, they'll be the artists of
the future. Call 713/521-0133; www.bayoucity
artfestival.com.

ARGYLE IN STYLE
BLUEGRASS-A MUSICAL GENRE WITH
roots in ballads from Ireland, England, and Scot-
land, as well as in African-American gospel and
blues-is alive and well in Texas. On March 3-4
in Argyle, a burgeoning city nestled south of
Denton between the east and west forks of 1-35,
the 3rd Annual Argyle Bluegrass Festival seeks
to make a bluegrass fan out of you, too.

The festival, held in the 1,500-seat amphithe-
ater of the town's Cross Timbers Community
Church and on the surrounding grounds, attracts
festival-goers with a full plate of continuous per-
formances, as well as food vendors, craft
booths, and activities for kids.

For musicians and songwriters who want to
improve their skills, Pete "Dr. Banjo" Wernick, who
kicked off his national career in 1971, will per-
form and lead a pickin' workshop, as will musicians
like guitarists Tim Stafford and Kenny Smith, do-
bro player Rob Ickes, bassist Missy Raines, and
others. In between workshops, participants can
attend jam sessions with the performers, putting
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xperience the magic of spring in Kerrville.

Hill Country drives meander through KERRVJLLE
amazing fields of vibrant color. Kerrville - Places to
relax, places to play, and space to do as little or as
much as you choose.

Discover how easy it is to lose your heart to the hills.
Call today for a Visitor's Guide, 800-221-7958.

Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau * www.kerrvilletexascvb.com

those new skills to work making music. Call 940/
464-7434; www.argylebluegrassfestival.com.

AUSTIN CELEBRATES
AUSTIN REALLY SHINES IN MARCH.
Thursday, March 2, is Texas Independence Day,
and Austinites will kick off a several-day celebra-
tion with a 9 a.m. ceremony honoring heroes of
the Texas Revolution at the Texas State Cemetery,
followed by live music at the State Capitol. On
March 4-5, activities include a fun run, a parade,
a barbecue cookoff, a commemoration of the
Alamo defenders, and a golf tournament. See
www.celebratetexas.org for more information.

From March 15-19, the ever-popular South by
Southwest (SXSW) Music Festival celebrates its
20th anniversary, bringing in fans from as far
away as Japan and Australia. Beginning on the
10th, Austin will teem with film buffs and
techies, too, in town to check out the SXSW In-
teractive and Film fests. Prime people-watching?
You bet! Call 512/467-7979; www.sxsw.com.

Also in Austin, the Austin Museum of Art
(AMOA) presents the retrospective exhibition
Christo and Jeanne-Claude: The Wurth Muse-
um Collection, which remains on view through
April 30. Christo and Jeanne-Claude, the hus-
band-and-wife duo known for challenging popu-
lar perceptions of contemporary art, have creat-
ed a buzz in the art world for more than four
decades. Their works include Umbrellas: Japan
USA, where they orchestrated the opening of
3,100 umbrellas in Ibaraki and California; The
Iron Curtain, where they created a wall of oil bar-
rels in Paris; and The Gates, Central Park, New
York City, the 2005 piece in which they erected
7,503 orange-fabric panels across New York
City's Central Park.

At the AMOA, visitors can see 75 works, in-
cluding preparatory objects for The Gates proj-
ect; a room-size model of Wrapped Reichstag,
the 1995 piece in which they wrapped Berlin's
seat of German Parliament in aluminum-coated
polypropylene; collages and preparatory draw-
ings; and large-scale photographs of completed
projects such as Wrapped Coast, Valley Curtain,
Running Fence, and The Pont Neuf Wrapped. On
March 30, the duo will present a lecture on their
works in progress at the Paramount Theater. Call
512/495-9224; www.amoa.org.
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HISTORY, -OLKLORE, AND

IRISH-TEXAN HEROThe first public monument erected in Houston honors one of Texas his-

tory's most interesting figures. An eight-foot Italian-marble statue in

Hermann Park commemorates Dick Dowling, who immigrated from

Ireland with his family during the Great Famine of the mid-19tL Century.

After settling in Houston, Dow-
ling made his name and fortune

in a number of saloon businesses,
the most notable of which was

the Bank of Bacchus, which he

shrewdly located across the street

from the courthouse. The Bank,

as the bar was fondly known,
became an immediate success.

and made its owner one of the

town's most prominent-and

popular--Irishmen.
Saloons were not Dowling's

only accomplishment. A man of

great compassion and vision,
he was the first person in Hous-

ton to install gas lighting at his

business, and he also became a

founding member of Houston

Hook and Ladder Company

No. 1, the predecessor of the

city's fire department. Foresee-

ing the great oil boom that

would eventually change the

world, he and his associates

bought some of the state's earli-

est oil and gas leases. A mon
Although his business and Civil Wa

civic accomplishments proved ue was

impressive, Dowling gained nial cel

lasting fame leading a group of year's

unruly Irish dockworkers dur- on Sun

ing the Civil War. On Septem-

ber 8, 1863, a Union invasion fleet of 27
ships and almost 6,000 men attempted

to capture a Confederate fort (Fort Grif-

fin) at Sabine Pass as part of a planned

invasion of Texas. The 26-year-old

Lieutenant Dowling and the fewer than

50 members of his artillery company

repelled the invasion in less than an

hour, capturing two Union gunboats

and 350 prisoners without losing a sin-

ument in Houston's Hermann Park honors Texas
ar hero Dick Dowling, an Irish immigrant. The stat-
dedicated on St. Patrick's Day in 1905. A centen-
ebration, organized by Larry and Kathleen Miggins
), took place on St. Patrick's Day last year. This
elebration beside the statue begins at 1:00 p.m.
day, March 12.

gle man. Jefferson Davis later called

the Battle of Sabine Pass the most

amazing feat in military history.

Besides the statue hor oring Dick

Dowling, a street in Houston bears

his name, and another, Tuam Avenue,

commemorates the town _n Ireland's

County Galway near whiah Dowling

was born in 1837. Two years after the

Civil War's end, yellow fever took

FASCINATING FACTS

Dowling's life. He was buried in St.

Vincent's Cemetery in Houston.

-Edward T. Cotham Jr., Houston

ORANGE U GLAD?For several glorious nights in Janu-

ary, University of Texas football

fans gazed jubilantly at a com-
paratively rare display-the UT tower

bathed in orange, with white lights illu-

minating the numeral "1" on all four sides
(see Window on Texas). The salute hon-
ored the Longhorn football team that
brought a national championship back
to Austin for the first time since 1970.

But how many teary-eyed orange-
bloods paused to remember the two
men (besides quarterback Vince Young

and coach Mack Brown) largely re-
sponsible for the sublime sight?

In 1930, with an eye to the future
of the Forty Acres, UT regents chose
French-born architect Paul Philippe Cret

to create a plan for campus develop-
ment. His ideas, submitted three years
later, included a 307-foot-tall, 27-story
clock tower. Upon its completion in 1937,
the tower became an instant landmark

on Austin's skyline and the campus' fo-
cal point. It epitomized what Cret in-

tended it to be, "the image carried in our

memory when we think of the place."
Thanks to floodlights installed dur-

ing the building phase, the tower also

serves as a triumphant beacon for UT

achievements, and for special occasions

such as commencement. Carl Eckhardt

Jr., a UT graduate and faculty member,
was manager of the campus' physical
plant when construction ended. He

conceived the idea of using orange

lighting to celebrate special university

accomplishments and helped devise

various lighting configurations for each

achievement. "It didn't seem proper to

turn [the lights] on when there was no

meaning attached to it," he said.

A national championship seems rea-

son enough.

-Lori Grossman, Dallas
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SPOTLIGHT

TeirrinaiD

Pre-Flight Delight
THE DAYS OF DREADING THE WHOLE DALLAS-FORT WORTH

Airport ordeal have come to an end. In fact, you can actual-

ly enjoy flying from or through this sprawling transportation

center now, thanks to the spectacular new Terminal D and

the magnificent new Skyliik rail system, both introduced

last year.

Terminal D's two concessions areas, designat-
ed north and south "villages," each measure
40,000 square feet and provide the sort of lux-
uries you've envied while on travels through
such fabulous new terminals as those in Detroit
and Minneapolis-St. Paul. Even jaded road war-
riors spoiled by the lauded Hong Kong, Sydney,
and Munich airports might adm t that DFW has
entered an enviable era.

Arrive early, and you can enjoy an exceptional
meal with a great glass of wine, and even get
in some superb shopping. This terminal, with its

Whethe
- get re

With his
Experien

explore 2

60 retail spaces, is
so sleek, art-filled, A
and mind-boggling- ternational Terminal, sculp

and ind-ogglng-ticketing lobby.
ly beautiful that you
could forget you're in an airport were it not for
the people boarding airplanes.

Although labeled "the international terminal,"
this is a terminal all ticketed passengers can
explore. You can dawdle here before your flight
to anywhere, then hop on Skylink and zip to
another terminal in three minutes flat. So why
not avoid the stress and head to the airport

noe 

thei M exhe stpest shnp aead t th aip r ja t " s o p n

50 4 year o sg

aidv to be dazzled. With shoppmng.;, .

story. With food and drink,.
nce the Mexican import shops and

250 years of history and heritage. T~w
The time of your life may be a great time

in Laredo!

L4UUV
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www.visitlaredo.co Laredo Convention & Visitors Bureau 1.800-361-3360

tor Anitra Blayton's Standing Ovation decorates the

early? Even if you don't have much time, all the
restaurants here will box up your food for your
flight. Here are seven ways to make the most of
your time in Terminal D.

SCOOP UP FRESH GUACAMOLE
AT CANTINA LAREDO, A FULL-SERVICE
restaurant with a great view from its second-
floor-balcony perch, you can start lunch or din-
ner with a lush avocado salad, made fresh to
order. Warm chips come alongside, but you may
want to supplement your order with a platter of
care asada or a bountiful spinach salad
topped with grilled chicken (not the prefab kind,
hooray!), Mexican cheeses, roasted almonds,
and a raspberry-chipotle dressing. The house
specialty, a Casa Rita, is made with freshly
squeezed I me juice, Cointreau, and Sauza Sil-
ver. (North Village, Mezzanine, near Gate D27.)

GET YOUR IRISH UP
IF YOU'D LIKE A SIDE OF RUGBY ON TV
with a pint of Smithwick's Ale and a hearty plat-
ter of superb bangers and mash, the cozy Tigin
Pub is a destination that will feel like home with-
in about 30 seconds of your arrival. Pull up a
stool at the magnificent old wooden table at the
center of tWe pub (like the bar and other furnish-
ings, all millwork was done in Ireland and ship-
ped here), and settle in for a visit with fellow
voyagers destined to be your pals. Like you,
they're probably torn between temptations like
the corned beef and cabbage boxty and the Irish
breakfast, which includes eggs, sausages, rash-
ers (bacor), black and white pudding, baked
beans, tomatoes, and brown bread. If you simply
prefer to sip, choose among Bushmills,Jameson,
and Midleton Very Rare, some of the Irish



whiskies on hand. (South Village, near Gate D20.)

RUSTLE UP A COWBOY MEAL
YOU CAN GET A GREAT STEAK AT THE
nearby Cool River Cafe, but for pure-Texas fla-
vor, you can't beat Reata. The best seller at the
Fort Worth and Alpine locations of this Western-
style favorite has long been the tenderloin ta-
males-and this dish is also a standout at the new
Terminal D location. Try it with the sumptuous
tortilla soup, filled with shreds of chicken, slices
of fresh jalapenos, and crispy strips of corn tor-
tillas. Breakfast-eaters will make a beeline for
burritos stuffed with eggs, smoked bacon, ched-
dar cheese, and roasted potatoes. Don't over-
look the Cowboy Cosmo, which blends Grey
Goose L'Orange with Cointreau and fresh lime
juice. (North Village, Mezzanine, near Gate D33.)

SOOTHE YOUR SWEET TOOTH
LA DUNI LATIN KITCHEN & BAKING STUDIO
has garnered national praise for its cuatro leches
cake, and rightfully so-you would have to look
long and hard to find a better sweet than this
creamy concoction. Salads (grilled salmon with
veggies is a standout), breakfast (salsa-baked
eggs and the egg-ham-cheese brioche deserve
a look), light dishes (grapefruit with honey), and
wines (intriguing selections from Spain, Chile,
and Argentina) complete the offerings, and you
can watch the Food Network on plasma TVs.
(South Village, Mezzanine, near Gate D20.)

BELLY UP TO TEQUILAS AND TACOS
THIS FAST-CASUAL RENDITION OF THE
Blue Mesa Taco & Tequila Bar, a Fort Worth/
Southlake favorite for New Mexico-inspired
Southwestern cuisine, sells a mean steak rel-
leno taco, filled with marinated skirt steak,
roasted poblanos, and the signature queso
blanco. Burritos come filled with pulled pork and
black beans, and nachos can be topped with

grilled carnitas. You can wash all those down
with a top-shelf margarita, made with fresh lime
juice, Cointreau, and premium tequila. (North
Village, near Gate D31.)

SIP A FLIGHT BEFORE YOUR FLIGHT
THE WORLD'S SECOND WINERY IN AN AIR-
port, DFW's La Bodega opened more than a
decade ago. Here, you can relax over a wine-
tasting at the long wooden bar, or you can buy a
bottle and sit on the pretty patio. Either way, you
can enjoy tapas such as smoked salmon and
plates laden with cheeses and sausages while
enjoying La Bodega's own vintages. La Bodega
also pours and sells wines from 30 other Texas
wineries, and also offers elegant gifts, such as
Riedel stemware, wine decanters, leather-clad
flasks, and gourmet goodies. The shop feels like
a bistro, thanks to decor enhanced by artwork on
loan from Milan Gallery in Fort Worth. (South
Village, near Gate D14.)

BROWSE TONY STORES
YOU CAN COWBOY UP AT BUCKAROO, A
two-story space with an unprecedented selec-
tion of all things Western. Vintage saddles line
the windows of the second floor, where interna-
tional passengers can shop duty-free and snap
up a wagonload of gifts to take to clients, fami-
ly, and friends. (North Village, near Gate D28.)
Have a suit tailored at Malla Sadi Men's
Boutique, a full-service men's store that oozes
exclusivity. Get fitted on this stop, and the suit,
jacket, or trousers will be tailored and ready on
your next trip through. (South Village, near Gate
D12.) Pick up MP3 accessories at Brookstone.
There's probably not a better $100 gift than
the store's own noise-cancellation headphones,
complete with an iPod Shuffle dock. (North Vil-
lage, nearest gates D24-30; a small store, which
sells games and travel accessories, is in the
South Village, near Gate D18.) -JUNE NAYLOR

amI1an
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Discover Denton at the fia~s ,ign
of spring. The Redbud Capital of
the World comes alive from its
winter rest, bursting with color
and festive events one can only
experience to fathom.
Talespinners descend upon our

great city in March and the finest
of artists to the ear and eye make
their home in Dentan the last
weekend in April. Discover our
website and see how quickly we
can fill your calendar this spring!
Discover fun, festivals, fine food
and accommodations...

Denton Convention &
Visitor Bureau

414 Parkway
Denton,TX 76201

888/381-181B
Event Hotline: 1 (866) DENTONTX

www.discoverdenton.com



Esca e SMITHVILLE'S COWGIRL WEEKEND BY LORI MOFFATT

o... The Yee-Hawww Sisterhood
AS A CAMPFIRE sent flame-kisses

skyward, I munched on a burger and

traded horse stories with a motley

group of women I'd met only hours

before. My lame tale from way

back-loping on a borrowed horse

in the Oklahoma oil fields (yawn)-

paled in comparison to their spirited

stories of adventure and chutzpah.

Take cowgirl Sherry Epperson of Lake

Jackson, for example, who in 2004 rode

her feisty horse Durango on a 650-mile

trail ride all the way from Bandera to

Dodge City, Kansas. Or ornery farrier

Dala Hilscher, a one-time bull-rider who

hunts wild hogs with her husband when

she's not wielding a blacksmith's torch.

Then there's Linda Bland of Angleton,
whose top popped off in a barrel-racing

0

0

-w

Participants in the Watterson Ranch s annual Cowgirl Weekend embark on an early-morning trail ride.
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wardrobe malfunction in the 1980s, earn-
ing her more hoots and hollers than she
had bargained for.

While horses whinnied in the distance,
we all cracked up at the stories and got
acquainted before the next day's adven-

tures: an invigorating two-hour trail ride

on the century-old Watterson Ranch
near Smithville, followed by the Amateur

Cowgirl Rodeo. In front of an audience
in a bona fide arena, participants would

vie for silver buckles in competitions of

cloverleaf barrel-racing, goat-tying, rac-
ing a horse-pulled inner tube, and goat-
dressing. (Relax-the goats are dressed in
bonnets and pinafores, not butter and
peppercorns.) Last year, some 75 women
joined in on the fun, and this year's event,
which takes place March 23-26, promis-
es to be bigger than ever, with an expand-
ed roster of competitions and activities.

But back to the campfire: When

Austinite Sally Pina made us misty-eyed
with her first foray into cowgirl poetry,
and Linda "Loudmouth" Bland won
the cowgirl hollerin' contest with an ear-
splitting YAAWW-HAAAAAWWWW,
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"When everyone's on horses, we're all equal," says Trina

Miller. "Out here, women accomplish things they never thought

they'd be able to do. The sense of camaraderie is incredible."

I knew we were in for a special few days.

I was right. A few years ago, Trina Mill-

er, whose husband, Scott, runs the Wat-

terson Ranch, came up with the idea of

hosting a cowgirl weekend to help pay

the bills and give

women riders the

chance to experience

the ranch. "I thought,
'Wouldn't it be neat

to get a bunch of

ladies together for

this?' You come

over that ridge, and

you see nothing

but land, cows, and

wildlife. It's an op-

portunity to be in a dream," she says.

So, the next morning, after a breakfast

of cowgirl coffee and eggs, Trina helped
me saddle up her daughter Callie's trusty

28-year-old Quarter Horse, Partner, for

the trail ride. I was a little nervous. Be-

tween ghost stories and ever-so-faintly-

blue jokes the night before, I had over-

heard a discussion of the trail ride's infa-

mous creek crossing.

The week before on

a ride here, it seems,
Dala Hilscher had

saved the day for her

friend Katrina Pack-

ard, a Houston-so-

cialite-turned-coun-

try-gal-attorney,

known in her rid-

ing group as "Mar-

tha Stewart."

"Katrina and her horse Sandy froze when

they were about to cross that ol' creek," Dala

told us. "And then I dropped the reins,"

added Katrina. (continued on page 58)
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THE 3RD ANNUAL Cowgirl Weekend
takes place Mar. 23-26 at River-
bend Park in Smithville. Registration
deadline is Mar. 17. Teams consist of 4
cowgirls; a single registration costs $85, pairs
cost $180 (singles and pairs draw for addi-
tional teammates). Call 512/496-1792; www.
wattersonranch.com.

The Amateur Cowgirl Rodeo takes place at
2 p.m. on Mar.25 at Riverbend Park Arena,
107 Texas 71 West. Admission: Free.
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BY HOWARD PEACOCK

PHOTOGRAPHS BY WILL VAN OVERBEEK

in WASHINGTON COUNTY

That fact is one of the wonders of a visit to Washington County.

Think of it: 50,000 cows being milked twice daily to serve our

"sweet tooths" for just one day. How that milk gets delivered to the

plant on a dawn-to-dawn, 24/7 schedule, then mixed into dozens

of flavors of ice cream, packed into various-size containers or put on

sticks, purified, frozen, and tasting just dandy, and then delivered to

stores near and very far, is another wonder to ponder while eating a

glob of Homemade Vanilla or Cookies 'n Cream.

nd WASHINGTON, too!)

1luluuniLuL ull IUliU l pulihLu ubll uiu d lod uslue III

rural Washington County. At Barrington Living History Farm
(top), interpreter Mark Sanders helps visitors learn about
19th-Century life. Above, Alejandra Ray at Bevers Kitchen
in Chappell Hill shows off the restaurant's famous pies.
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BRENHAM

number of picturesque towns dotthe gently rolling hills and vales of

Woshington County, among them,

Independence (pop. 140), Chappell Hill
(6)0, Burton (361), Washington (265),
and Brenham (13,867). The last of these

serves as county seat and major hub of

goings-on in the area. O:her towns, such

as Wesley, Ea-lywine, ard William Penn

also remain. Long ago, .here were even

more towns. with such names as

Mustang, Tigertown, Turkey Creek,

and Mount Vernon. They've gone the

way of ghost towns, or less-than ghosts.

Brenhan-'s gingerbread cottages and

plantation-style mansions hint at its color-

ful and complex past. Settlers started fil-

ter ng into the area from the States about

170 years ago. Finding the surrounding

soils marvelously fertile, they put down

deep roots. The town itself grew from a

100-acre land grant while Texas

was part of Mexico. In 1844,

Brenham was designated the

county seat, edging out Inde-

pendence by three votes.

The strong Germanic in-

fluences in the architecture, !

stonework, and customs that

grace the community developed from

sizable immigrations from Europe in the

late 1800s.
Today, Brenham adds a note of hustle

and bustle to the quiet rustle :n the coun-

tryside. The Downtown HistDric Distric-

draws shoppers from near and far to

find bargains in antiques-this town is

big on antiques-and specialty items, as

well as general merchandise. It's also an

artistic center.

Here are sketches of several places

that have proved popular wita tourists

and locals alike. They compose a sample

Cows along Texas 105 (top) just may believe that Washington County is heaven. Members of the FFA frorr
Austin's Lanier High School sample Blue Bell ice cream at the creamery's Hospitality Room [1 Brenham.

of the variety ready for

Washington County.

your visit to

Ellison's Greenhouses
*f you're a gardener, an amateur or

professional decorator, an artist in-

spired by nature's dramatic colors and

forms, a homesick citizen of the tropics,
or a "Chris-mas person" all year round,
you're due for a knockout thrill at Elli-

son's Greenhouses.

Bossed by a cheery whirlwind called

"PJ," this virtual Hall of Fame for Green

Thumbs grows, shows, and sells all kinds

of garden and potted plants seven days a

week. Bu- Ellison's is especially famous

for its poinsettias and Easter lilies. The

16 TEXAS HIGHWAYS March 2006
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staff ships out 15,000 or more pots of
Easter lilies for the rites of spring, then

nurses and nurtures more than 80,000

prime poinsettias, all grown from cut-

tings, for the winter holiday season.

"I love to see the expression on the

faces in our tour groups when they see all

those poinsettias," PJ says. "The same
holds true for visitors when they get their

first glimpse of the Easter lilies."

Jim and Ellen Ellison, PJ's parents,
started the operation some 35 years ago
when Jim worked for the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture. They built the origi-
nal greenhouses on nights and weekends.
Today, enclosed greenhouses cover five
acres, and shade greenhouses cover
another two acres.

Jim and Ellen recently retired
and turned the firm over to their

daughter, Mrs. PJ Ellison-Kalil.

Pleasant Hill Winery
rom an old, carefully recon-

structed barn on top of

Pleasant Hill, this winery offers

a serene view of vineyards that
produce the grapes for 15 vari-
eties of wine. Weekend tours lead
you through the "wine-growing" process,
from vine to fruit to wine. You're invited

to sip samples in the tasting room and
browse the gift shop for souvenirs and

wines. Bob and Jeanne Cottle carry on the

wine-growing traditions of their Old World
families at 1141 Salem Road, on the south

edge of Brenham. You can volunteer for
the annual "Grape Crush"-stomping
the ripened fruit-on certain dates in July
and August. Call for particulars.

Blue Bell Creamery

you will disappoint 50,000 cows with-
in a 250-mile radius of Brenham, and

mistreat your own taste buds, gullet, and

soul if you fail to visit the Blue Bell
Creamery on your holiday in Brenham.

The same goes for your family. Do you
want that on your conscience, much less

your stomach? Here's where 63 known
flavors of Blue Bell are created, plus an
"X" number of potential new flavors

being taste-tested by experts just like you,
except they get paid for doing the work.

A charming docent will tke yoL to a
very large window where you ca- see
how great ice creams are made. She o- he
will describe the process, and answer all
your lip-lickin' questions. To top off the
experience, you'll be escorted to the Hos-

pitality Room, where you're invited to
select from more than 20 flavors for a
cup o' content. And the next time you see

a Blue Bell commercial on TV, you'll
understand why "Belle," the symbol of
the 50,000 cows that supply each day's
milk, sings her faith that "the cows think
Brenham is heaven."

INDEPENDENCEMore than a few people say th-s vil-

lage has a palpable aura. As you
enter it on FM 50, you'll see

four brick columns rising s:arkly ou: of a
parklike grove; they're the renains of
"Old Baylor," the founding place o to-
day's Baylor University in Waco. Or the
northwest corner of the intersecticn with

FM 390, you'll find the oldest Baptist

Whether you're walking, like Addie, Faith, Hope,
and Joy Ash (above, in Independence), or bicycling
(left, on Texas 105), Washington County offers sites
aplenty that you can soak up at your own pace.

church in Texas holding continuous serv-
ices-since 1839.

Next door, a modest museum tells the

story of Independence and some of its
colorful residents. Sam Houston, Texas'
No. 1 hero, and his wife, Margaret Lea,
moved into town with her mother in

1853. The two women convinced Sam, a

noteworthy sirner, to get baptized. The

story goes that just before Sam was low-
ered into the waters of little Rocky Creek

to have his sins symbolically washed

away, he muttered to the preacher, "God
help the fishes down below."

Antique Rose Emporium
he spot in Independence where you're
likely to linger longest is the original

Antique Rose Emporium. Master horti-

culturist and owner Mike Shoup says
you'll find sore 2,000 rose bushes and
vines whose Lneages trace back to the
17th and 18th centuries, plus a few spe-
cies from Biblical times. Many antique
roses bear names of feminine delicacy,
such as Ballerina and Granny Grimmetts,
and many waft perfume. But don't be
fooled. Antique roses are tough old gals,
unlike vulnerable and nitpicky modern
hybrids. The old ones have survived and
carried their genes intact through cen-
turies of droughts, floods, freezes, scald-
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-anice Campbell, the lead domestic interpreter at Barrington Living H:story Farm (top), tends to W e
ducks and other Gnimals the old-fashioned way. Above, 4-H Club menbers from Victoria listen as
Gus Wehring explains the workings of his family's shoe shop, part of the Burton Cotton Gin & Museum.

ing winds, stingy soils, overuse, severe
neglect, and other hostile environments,
flowering all the while with a blush or a

glow. The Emporium also sells herbs and

a full stock of nursery plants. It offers for

rent a reception center/meeting hall and a

wedding chapel in a gorgeous field of

bluebonnets.

WASHINGTON-ON-THE-BRAZOSThe beautifully weathered structure

here, Independence Hall, takes its

place beside the Alamo and San Ja-

cinto as a true shrine of the Texas saga.

On March 2, 1836, 59 grim and deter-
mined pioneers from the provinces gath-

ered here to decide on action in dealing

with oppressive government in Mexico.

Led by the forceful presence and reason-

ing of Sam Houston, they drafted a

Declaration of Independence and estab-
lished a Constitution for a "free, sover-

eign, and independent Republic of Tex-

as." That rebellion pointed the way to 10

years as a nation, then to statehood in

the United States. In a gigantic "domino

effect," it then led to the Mexican War of

1846-48, victory for the United States,
and the winning of 500,000 square miles

of western territories now known as New

Mexico, Arizona, and California, plus

parts of Colorado, Utah, and Nevada.

Washington-on-the-Brazos State Histo-

ric Site and Park, embracing 293 acres, in-

cludes the superb Star of the Republic

Museum, a "living history" farm, and a Vis-

itor Center complete with a gift shop, out-

standing exhibits, an amphitheater, and a

conference center. From the Visitor Center,
an all-weather walking trail extends for a

half-mile to the reconstructed Independence

Hall, thence to a bluff overlooking the

Brazos River. Spanish traders used this

trail in early eras, and before them, the First

Americans. A picnic ground at the river

offers tables, grills, restrooms, and shelters.

Barrington Living History Farm

f you or your children wonder what

1 daily life was like on a Texas farm in

the "really old days," say the 1850s, an-

swers come alive on the Barrington Liv-

ing History Farm. The farmhands do the

actual work; their clothes are authentic;
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the crops, hogs, chickens, and cattle are
real. The perspiring woman pulling weeds
in the vegetable garden in the afternoon
sun is very real. Even the seeds for the gar-
den and the crops are of vintage heritage.

The house itself was the original home
of :he last president of the Republic of
Texas, Anson Jones, and was named for
his Massachusetts home, Great Barring-
tcn. It's all 1850 reality, reborn.

Star of the Republic Museum

i st up the road, the impressive Star of
the Republic Museum explores, pre-

serves, and interprets the story of Texas as
a nation, frora 1836 through 1845, carry-
irg out those missions with factual and
imaginative style on two floors. A new,
13.000-square-foot exhibition center de-

picts the people and events of that turbu-
lent period through art, artifacts, -ilm,
and hands-on interactive technology.

Tiny "Triggers"

ake an appointment a few days
ahead with Bob and Dorcas Jen-

kins to stop by their Rio Red Ranches on
FM 1155 East, a short drive south of Wash-
ington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site. The

couple raises national champion miniature

horses there, even multi-champions, a title
given for winning more than one major
championship. Bob and Dorcas have raised
so many champions they were invited to the
2005 Emmy Award ceremonies, where :hey
showed the stars the minis and answered
questions about the horses.

So what distinguishes a genuine minia-

Brandon Nickerson rices a horse past one of Dayton Wodrich's historical murals in Independence,
which is also home of the original Antique Rose Emporium (above, right).

ture horse from a regular horse? "A

miniature can be no taller than 34 inches
at the withers," Bob says, "measured
from the last hairs of the mane."

"Most miniatures have a sweet nature,"

he adds. "They like to be hugged and can
even be housebroken. One man keeps a min-

iature horse in his New York apartment."
Developed as a distinct breed some
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400 years ago, miniatures reflect the char-

acteristics of big horses. "Judges like to

see stallions showing boldness and mares
showing refinement in their personali-

ties," Bob says. "They're all judged for

symmetry, strength, agility, and alert-
ness." Buyers come from all parts of the

world. The Jenkins farm has sold 16 of

their miniatures to Belgian buyers, 16 to
Russians, 14 to Danish interests, and
many throughout the United States.

"Washington County has about 20 to
25 miniature-horse farms," Bob says. It's
a growing industry. If you visit Bob and
Dorcas, get ready to love these pets, espe-
cially one they call "Slingshot." He's a
champion who is very affectionate and
likes to be petted. There's a friendly spar-
kle in the way he looks at you.

The miniature horses at Rio Red Ranches endear
themselves to visitors. Margaret Lea Houston,
Sam's widow, lived in this 1830s home in Inde-
pendence from 1863 to 1867.

Lavender Farm & ShopY ou stopped to smell the roses in In-

dependence. Now take another break,
and roll down FM 1155 to Dillard Road,
where you can inhale one of the most

admired and useful aromas in the history
of the human nose. Debbie and Jim

McDowell grow and tend some 3,000

lavender plants here. They put that fabu-
lous fragrance into soap, sachets, essen-

tial oils, tea, bath and shower gel, and

other luxuries, all offered in their gift

shop by the road. If you like, starting in
midsummer, you can walk the fields and

cut stems of the lovely blue-violet flowers

to take home. Folk medicine practically

the world over has used this plant to treat

various ailments, including

depression, anxiety, and fa-

tigue. Here you can smell

to your heart's content.

vor lives on in the Chappell Hill His-
torical Museum, probably the most ambi-
tious museum you've ever seen in a town
this size. Go there.

The Female College taught mathemat-

ics, philosophy, ancient and modern lan-

guages, science, music, history, and art.
Amazing! It lasted until 1912, then

"MINIATURE HORSES
like to be hugged and
can even be housebro-
ken. One man keeps a
miniature horse in his
New York apartment,"

says Bob Jenkins of
Rio Red Ranches.

closed, the victim of falling enrollment

and inadequate funding. Soule University,
chartered in 1856, raised three companies

of "Lancers" among its students during
the Civil War; they were proudly armed

with lances made by a local blacksmith.

In 1859, Soule moved to Georgetown

and became Southwestern University.
Buildings on picture-postcard Main

Street date from the 1850s. The elegant
structure at the corner of Main and Chest-
nut streets served as a stagecoach stop in

the late 1800s. Chappell Hill throws two
big festivals annually, one in spring at the
peak of the bluebonnet blooms, and a
truly remarkable Scarecrow Festival

CHAPPELL HIL L

W ould you believe ~that this hamlet,
founded in 1847

by a woman who named it
for her grandfather, gave

birth to two colleges: Chap-
pell Hill Female College

and oul Uniersty? hosThe Yegua Spit & Whittle Society (from left, Mike Shioup Sr., Allenand Soule University? Those mmander, Bill Burnap, restaurant owner Silvio Gennaro, server
institutions no longer re- Kenneth Baginski, and Paul Pomeroy) enjoy antipasti and vino at
main, but educational fer- Volare Italian Restaurant in Brenham.
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The Texana Cigar and Coffee Shop offers cigars,
roasted and flavored coffees, gifts, and Texas
memorabilia on Main Street in Chappell Hill.

around Halloween. You never saw so

many and such fanciful scarecrows.
Enjoy lunch at Bevers Kitchen on

the "main drag." Try the chicken-blue
cheese-avocado salad with a side of

homemade onion rings, topped off with
cobbler or bread pudding for dessert.

BURTONB urton is a "cotton-pickin'" town in

the highest and most historic sense
of the word. It's not only the home

of the Cotton Gin Festival each April
(April 21-23, 2006), which draws thou-
sands of celebrants, it's also the throne of
"Lady B," a rare survivor of the Indus-
trial Revolution era in America. The old
cotton gin is so notable a mechanical won-
der that the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, D.C., sent its curator emeri-

tus of mechanical and civil engineering to
Burton to authenticate it and advise on its
restoration. Decades ago, Lady B suffered

a crippling breakdown and virtual aban-

donment in its old cobwebbed barn. But
today, it "does its thing" again-gins
bales of cotton (separates the fluffy fibers
from seeds and "trash") by piston-power,
instead of the 4,000-year-old method of
bleeding hands, or Eli Whitney's hand-
cranking device. Lady B's way revolution-

ized a world industry forever.

But Lady B isn't the only feature of
Burton, by far. The cotton museum here
relates a seminal kind of farm life in
America's past. You can start with the
museum's wall display of cotton-quilting
patterns and other exhibits, then step

BRENHAM, seat of Washington Co., is on US
290, about halfway between Austin and Hous-
ton. The city's downtown historic district is part
of the Main Street Program, which is sponsored
by the Natl. Trust for Historic Preservation and
the Texas Historical Commission. Washington Co.
is a focal point of the Texas Independence Trail.
The area code is 979.

You'll need Washington County's 2006 Visitor's
Guide to learn about scores of interesting and
enjoyable places and some 26 festivals, from Mar.
to Dec. Guides are free at your hotel or at the Wash-
ington Co. Chamber of Commerce, 314 S. Austin,
Brenham 77833; 836-3695 or 888/BRENHAM
(273-6426); www.brenhamtexas.com.

CONTACT INFORMATION for places mentioned
in story:

Ellison's Greenhouses, 2107 E. Stone St.,
Brenham 77833. Open daily; 836-6011;
www.ellisonsgreenhouses.com.

Pleasant Hill Winery, 1441 Salem Rd., Brenham
77833; 830-VINE (8463); www.pleasanthill
winery.com.

Blue Bell Creamery, (mailing address: Box
1807, Brenham 77834), on Loop 577. Tours
weekdays at 10, 11, 1, 1:30, 2, and 2:30. Fee.
Call ahead, 800/327-8135; www.bluebell.com.

Antique Rose Emporium (at Independence;
mailing address: 9300 Lueckmeyer Rd., Bren-
ham 77833); 979/836-5548 or 800/441-
0002; www.antiqueroseemporium.com.

Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site
(mailing address: Box 305, Washington 77880);
936/878-2214; tpwd.state.tx.us.

Star of the Republic Museum, Washington;
936/878-2461; birthplaceoftexas.com.

Rio Red Ranches, which raises miniature horses,
is at 16747 FM 1155 E., Washington 77880;
936/878-9997; www.rioredranches.com.

over to the early-20th-Century leather-

working shop of an 1882 German immi-
grant, William Wehring, and his bride,
Alwine Kluck, of Grosgolle, Germany.

Don't leave without taking snapshots

on the porch of the Burton Cafe and bit-
ing into its signature dish, a juicy, one-
third-pound burger and a pile of beer-bat-
tered onion rings. For modern French

cooking on weekends, treat yourself to a
memorable meal at the Brazos Belle
Restaurant, just across the road. *
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Chappell Hill Lavender Farm (mailing address:
2250 Dillard Rd., Brenham 77833); 251-8114;
www.chappellhilllavender.com.

Burton Cotton Gin & Museum, 307 N. Main,
Burton, 289-811.4; cottonginmuseum.org.

LODGING AND DINING
Accommodations in the county: 9 hotel-resort
properties, 30 bed-and-breakfast inns.

Restaurants: 34, offering a wide choice of
menus and ambiances, from gourmet kitchens
in Brenham such as Volare Italian Restaurant
(836-1514) and Ernie's (866-7545), and the
Brazos Belle (in Burton; 289-2677) to great
sandwiches and ice cream at Must Be Heaven
(830-8536), burgers and pie at the Burton Cafe
(289-3849), and super salads and desserts at
Bevers Kitchen in Chappell Hill (836-4178).

ENTERTAINMENT
Unity Theatre, in downtown Brenham, a non-
profit theater with professional actors on an
intimate stage; reservations recommended.
Call 830-7656.

Blinn College Theater Arts Program, musical
and choral performances and guest entertain-
ers. Call 830-4024.

International Festival-Institute at Round Top,
27 miles west of Brenham; performances by
internationally-recognized musicians and con-
ductors in a European-style, 1,100-seat concert
hall. Call 249-3129; www.festivalhill.org.

I ___________

For technical assistance on this article, author
HOWARD PEACOCK of San Antonio salutes
Lu Hollander, Vanessa Sanchez, and Paul
Pomeroy, Esq., founder of the remarkable Bren-
ham Children's Chorus. The magazine also
thanks Becky Chesshir and Harold Allen of the
Ford Motor Company.

Award-winning photographer Will. VAN
OVERBEEK of Austin contributes to numerous
national and regional magazines, and to books
such as Fodor's Compass American Guides
Texas, The Food of Texas: Authentic Recipes
from the Lone Star- State, atnd Aggies: Life in
the Corps of Cadets at Texas A&AL.
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A POPULAR

LEGEND CLAIMS THAT

TEXAS' INDEPENDENCE

WAS DECLARED IN AN

UNFINISHED BLACKSMITH

SHOP FURNISHED FOR FREE

BY THE PROPRIETOR. AS

WITH MUCH OF TEXAS'

TRADITIONAL HISTORY,

THAT IS CLOSE BUT NOT

ENTIRELY ACCURATE.

THE NEW NATION
he call for a new convention

of the people, which Hous-

ton felt so indispensable to

the survival of the revolution,
got caught up, like every-

thing else, in the strife between the coun-

cil and the governor. The council issued

the call, Smith vetoed it, and it was

passed over his veto. The election was

held on February 1, with the delegates to

convene in Washington on March 1.

In fact, the reason that the convention

would meet in that place instead of San

Felipe was largely the result of the quar-

rels within the government spilling over

to their neighbors. Near the end of No-

vember the council's wrangling was inter-

rupted by the grinding of a steel corn mill

outside, which they ordered stopped.

When the racket continued, the council

flexed its governmental power, arrested

the culprit, and hauled him inside for an

explanation. It proved to be a Mr. Urban,
who was the owner of the building in

which the council was meeting, and who

was also the man who was boarding sev-

eral members of the council. He was

grinding corn for their bread, he ex-

plained, but if they could go hungry, he

guessed he could as well. The council

lodged another complaint, that the stove

he provided them smoked so badly that

they repeatedly had to flee outside to gulp

fresh air. Urban pointed out that he was

furnishing the building to the government

without rent, and if they found it unsuit-

able, they were welcome to leave any time

they pleased.

As the council continued to bluster and

squabble and pettifog, the new conven-

From the forthcoming book Passionate Nation: The Epic History of Texas by James L. Haley, 2006 by James L.

Haley ($35; available April 1 in bookstores and online). Printed by permission of Free Press, a Division of Simon

& Schuster, Inc., NY.
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Birth of the Texas Republic

The years leading up to the Texas Declaration of Independence at Wash-

ington-on-the-Brazos in March 1836 are rife with complicated personali-

ties, conflicting interests, and the clash of cultures, which James L. Haley

details in his new hook, Passionate Nation: The Epic History of Texas. The

following excerpt from Chapter 25 describes the convention (also called the
Consultation) that called for the declaration. In the opening paragraph,
where Haley refers to the strife between the council and the governor, he
refers to the clash between Governor Henry Smith, who favored independ-

ence, and the majority of the council, who leaned toward compromise.
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A new nation began
taking shape with
the March 1836
signing of the Texas
Declaration of Inde-
pendence at what is
iow Washington-on-
the-Brazos State His-
toric Site. It wasn't
until 1839, however,
hat the Republic
adopted the familiar
Lone Star banner
(facing page) as
ts official flag.

1936 painting of the convention by
* Charles and Fanny Normann, The Reading

- of the Texas Declaration of Independence, hangs
in the Star of the Republic Museum, at Washington-on-
the-Brazos. Sam Houston is shown in the left foreground
(wearing buckskin), and in the portrait above right.

IMAGES EXCEPT AS NOTED COURTESY STAR OF THE REPUBLIC MUSEUM. THE PAINTING ABOVE LEFT IS FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE JOE FULTZ ESTATE, NAVASOTA. TEXAS.
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OF THE LITANY

OF OFFENSES ENUMERATED

AGAINST THE MEXICAN

GOVERNMENT, SOME

CHARGES WERE TRUE,

SOME WERE ARTFULLY

STRETCHED, AND SOME

CONTAINED MORE

PROPAGANDA THAN FACT.

tion was quietly slated to meet in the new

village of Washington, located on the Bra-

zos almost due north of San Felipe, a dis-

tance of nearly 50 miles. The Consultation

was baited into removing to Washington

by a committee of eight local boosters,
who on February 18 had rented an unfin-

ished house from real estate developers

Peter Mercer and Noah T. Byars, with a

three-month lease for $170, with Mercer

and Byars to finish out the building by the

time the convention convened. The com-

mittee then offered use of the premises for

-ree if the convention would meet in their

town. Several members of the Consulta-

tion had been pressing to escape the hard-

ships of San Felipe since the previous au-

tumn anyway, so especially in the wake of

the corn-grinding clash, the committee's

offer was accepted. (Byars was also a gun-

smith, which gave rise to the legend that

Texas' independence was declared in an

unfinished blacksmith shop furnished for

free by the proprietor. As with much of

Texas' traditional history, that is close but

not entirely accurate.)

T HE TOWN WAS LESS THAN A YEAR

old; only in subsequent years was

the name amplified to Washing-

ton-on-the-Brazos to avoid confusion with

that other, better-known capital. In its

early years it was known simply as

Washington, founded by one John Hall

on land deeded to him by his father-in-

law, Andrew Robinson, one of Austin's

Old Three Hundred, in exchange for a

promise of care in Robinson's old age.

One of the first to arrive for the con-

vention was William Fairfax Gray, a Vir-

ginian who hoped to obtain an appoint-

me-t as secretary to the meeting. In the

town's only boardinghouse he found "the

host's wife and children, and about thirty

lodgers, all slept in the same apartment,

some in beds, some on cots, but the

greater part on the floor. The supper con-

sisted of fried pork and coarse corn

bread, and miserable coffee. I was fortu-

nately lodged on a good cot with a decent

Tennesseean named Kimball, who is

looking for land, but said that the state of

anarchy is such that he is afraid to buy

and is waiting to see the course of things
after the meeting of the Convention."

"It is laid out in the woods," Gray

wrote of the town, "with only one well

defined street, which consists of an open-

ing cut out of the woods. The stumps still

standing. A rare place to hold a national

convention in. They will have to leave it
promptly to avoid starvation."

Early arrivals who reached Washing-

ton at the end of February had been bed-

ding down in their shirtsleeves, but in the

wee hours of the appointed day, March 1,
they awoke with universal imprecations

against a norther that roared through

during the night and dropped the ther-

mometer to 33 degrees. The 44 delegates

who assembled that morning flapped and

shivered in the Mercer-Byars house and

discovered it still unfinished, and prey to

the elements. Still, they set straight to

work, appointing a committee to draft a

declaration of independence.

Seven more members arrived on

March 3, and stragglers coming in over

the following week increased the eventu-

al total representation to 59 men. Only

two were native Tejanos; by far the over-

whelming majority of the remainder were

Southerners. The plurality were Tennes-

seans, of whom there were 13. Only one

was from Illinois and two from New

York, two from Pennsylvania. By contrast,

eight had come from Alabama and seven

from Louisiana, with the balance shared

among the remaining Southern and bor-

der states. Also, it was a gathering largely of

newcomers: Of 59 delegates, nine or 10 were

resident in Texas by 1830, and perhaps

only three of them were legal immigrants

before Ithat year's] Law of April 6 closed

the border Ibetween Texas and the United

States]. To the contrary, 15 had arrived in

1835 alone. Strictly by the numbers, it

was a convention of Southern squatters, but

examination of the membership reveals a

wealth of intellect and political experience.

Unanimously elected president of the

convention was Richard Ellis of Ala-

bama, 55, who had served in his state's

constitutional convention in 1819 and
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Known as Independence Hall, a replica of the Mer
building forms the centerpiece of the Washington-on
State Historic Site.

gone on to become an associate justice of

[ Alabama'sj supreme court. He didn't
settle in Texas until 1834, but was
known in Texas from prev-ous visits....
Ellis had a reputation for being brusque
but reasonable, and on that first day he

appointed a committee to draft the Dec-

laration of Independence. That commit-

tee was chaired, either irorically or ap-

propriately, by the one delegate who had
spent less time in Texas than any other,
George C. Childress of Tenressee, who
had arrived only 10 weeks earlier. Well

educated and well connected, the 32-

year-old widower was the brother-in-law

of Tennessee congressman, and later
American president, James Knox Polk,
and the nephew of Austin's rival empre-
sario, Sterling Robertson.

Assisting Childress on the committee

were James Gaines, Edward Conrad,
Collin McKinney, and Bailey Hardeman,
which comprised an interesting chem-
istry. Childress' youthful Lrilliance was
ballasted by age and practical experience.

BY 1 GRlFFIS SMITH

Collin McKinney of Red

River was 70, the oldest man

present at the convention. A

shrewd merchant and lay
preacher, he had participated

in Ben Milam's land specula-

tions, but hedged his bets by

maintaining his interests in
the border counties of Ar-

kansas, whose sovereignty

was uncertain. He knew how

to tread water.

James Gaines of Sabine,
born in 1776, had for many
years run the ferry at Gaines'
Crossing on the Sabine River,

where the old Camino Real
entered the United States.

Most land immigration from

the United States came by

him, and he was an early

_ drumbeater for the war par-
ty. His spelling and penman-
ship were stunningly crude,

cer-Byars but he had no difficulty mak-
-the-Brazos ing himself understood.

Forty-one-year-old Bailey

Hardeman of Tennessee was a mountain

man and Santa Fe trader who had just be-
gun a new life. Together with his sister,
two brothers, and their families, they lo-

cated to Texas in the fall of 1835, and no

sooner arrived than Bailey volunteered
for the military. His arrival at San Anto-
nio with a captured 18-pounder, after the

city fell but before [Mexican General]

Cos capitulated, helped the besieged gen-
eral make up his mind to surrender.

Edward Conrad was just short of 25, a
Philadelphia printer, and had arrived in
Texas only three months before as a vol-

unteer in the revolution. He arrived at the

convention with Sam Houston, the latter

having been elected to represent Refugio
municipality. The [Texian] army camped
[at Refugio], however, desired its own

voice at the convention, and elected and

sent Conrad and David Thomas to
Washington with their own petitions and
the request that they be seated as dele-
gates. Conrad's presence gave the army

representation on the committee.

LET THE CONVENTION GO ON...

T his year promises a special Texas
Independence Day Celebration at
Washington-on-the-Brazos. Thou-

sands of visitors join in a giant Texas birth-
day party March 4-5, to enjoy traditional
crafts and music demonstrations, living-
history reenactments, historical encamp-
ments, and special foods.

In addition to these festivities, the Star of
the Republic Museum plans a never-before-
seen exhibit that should provide deeper
understanding of the Convention of 1836.
The exhibition, Let the Convention Go On...,
opens on Texas Independence Day, March 2,
and ends on March 16. On display will be:

" An 1836 newspaper copy of William Bar-
ret Travis' last letter from the Alamo, dated
March 3, 1836, to the delegates at Wash-
ington-on-the-Brazos, beseeching them to
"let the convention go on"
* William Fairfax Gray's diary describing the
proceedings of the Convention
* The original handwritten Declaration of In-
dependence
* The first draft of the Constitution of the
Republic of Texas
* Journals of the Convention of 1836
* Anson Jones' personal copy of the Laws
of Texas
" Documents that shed light on the set-
tlers' grievances against the Mexican gov-
ernment and their reasons for declaring
independence.

This is the only time these documents-
on loan from the Texas State Library and
Archives, the Center for American History
at the University of Texas at Austin, the Gen-
eral Land Office, the Dallas Historical Soci-
ety, and the Star of the Republic Museum-
have ever been reassembled at Washing-
ton-on-the-Brazos.

The Star of the Republic Museum opens
daily from 10 to 5. The museum is on the
grounds of Washington-on-the-Brazos State
Historic Site (see www.tpwd.state.tx.us), on
FM 1155 between Brenham and Navasota
(see map on page 21). Call 936/878-
2461; www.starmuseum.org.
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THE DEARLY LOVED

STORY THAT SAM HOUSTON

REQUESTED THAT THE SIGNING

BE DELAYED ONE DAY, UNTIL

MARCH 2, HIS BIRTHDAY,

IS A MYTH-ALAS.

HILDRESS' GROUP RETIRED TO
meet, and produced a document

in that one day-fueling the belief

that Childress had come to the conven-

tion with a draft already prepared. The

document was modeled closely on the

United States' Declaration of Indepen-

dence, with a preamble and a lengthy list

of causes before the "therefore" and the

effective declaration. Of the litany of of-

fenses enumerated against the Mexican

government, some charges were true,
some were artfully stretched, and some

contained more propaganda than fact.

"It has denied us the right of worship-

ping the Almighty according to the dic-

tates of our own consciences...." That

was true, and latecoming squatters who

had no right to any land anyway may

have found this offensive, but legitimate

settlers were aware that Catholicism

was a condition of landholding at the

time they emigrated. Of course, one

might also argue that enforcement of a

state religion was an offense against nat-

ural rights whose time for retirement

had come.

"It has demanded us to deliver up

our arms; which are essential to our de-

fense...." That was true in the specific

instance of the Gonzales cannon, which

was of dubious defense value anyway,
but no general effort-excepting Cos'

march north-had been made to dis-

arm the population. Still, persons now

-aken under arms were liable to sum-

mary execution.

"It has sacrificed our welfare to the

state of Coahuila...." In truth the conces-

sions granted by Santa Anna the previous

year went a long way to improve Texas'

footing as the junior partner in the dual

state [Coahuila y Tejas]. Moreover, Coa-

huila's hostility to Santa Anna had cost

the state government its very existence,
and that was a legislature by whom many

leading Texas Anglos had done very well

indeed in the land-speculating business.

There was a keen awareness on the part

of convention members of the role that

the shady land dealing had played in mat-

ters coming to the present pass....

"It incarcerated in a dungeon, for a

long time, one of our citizens, for no oth-

er cause but a zealous endeavor to pro-

cure the acceptance of our constitu-

tion...." Stephen F. Austin was not men-

tioned by name, but Childress acknowl-

edged to the empresario's nephew that he

felt that the hardships that Austin bore

and the respect that he deserved merited

special mention.

"It has invaded our country, both by

sea and land, with intent to lay waste

our territory and drive us from our

homes; and has now a large mercenary

army advancing to carry on against us a

war of extermination." Use of the term

"our country" was specious since there

was no country recognized by anyone

else, and alleging the employment of a

"mercenary army," with its vague allu-

sion to the Hessians used against the

American colonies, may have been cal-

culated to gain sympathy from home.

But Santa Anna had certainly invaded,
and certainly he intended to sweep the

Anglo colonies from the map in a cam-

paign that, in a subsequent century,
would have been called by another

name: ethnic cleansing.
Lastly and most importantly, the Mex-

ican government "hath been, during the

whole time of our connection with it, the

contemptible sport and victim of succes-

sive military revolutions and hath contin-

ually exhibited every characteristic of a

weak, corrupt, and tyrannical govern-

ment." That was undeniable, and therein

lies the salient issue of the Texas revolu-

tion's legitimacy: whether Santa Anna's

seizure of power and formal nullification

of the [Mexican] Constitution of 1824

ended the obligation of fealty on the part

of Mexico's federal components. Other

states thought that it did and had been

crushed for their impertinence. The Mex-

ican revolution had not taken place in a

vacuum; the principles of free govern-

ment espoused by Simon Bolivar and

others had already shaken Latin America

to the southern tip of the Andes as early

as 1810-a context almost universally
forgotten in discussing the Mexico-Texas
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dependence Hall (above) and other facilities at the park, including the Star of the
Republic Museum. The grounds also feature a statue of George C. Childress (fac-
ing page), the primary author of the Texas Declaration of Independence.

conflict. Texas' parent government, the

state legislature of Coahuila y Tejas, was

broken up by troops of Santa Anna's re-

actionary regime, and prominent Mexi-

can federalists were even then fleeing

through Texas, angry and fearful and

desperate to bring the dictator down.

With the rest of Mexico prostrate, Texas

stood alone against him. "We are, there-
fore, forced to the melancholy conclu-

sion that the Mexican people have acqui-

esced in the destruction of their liberty,
and the substitution therefor of a military

government."

The irony was that the Declaration of

Independence was written by a man who

was aware of these things only as
hearsay. The Convention approved it,
and instructed that an official copy be

presented for signing the following day.

When that copy, "in a fair hand," was
produced on March 2, it was found upon

reading to be so full of mistakes that the

ceremony was put off until a corrected

version could be signed, on the third day.

(The dearly loved myth that Sam Hous-

ton requested that the signing be delayed

one day until March 2, his birthday, is not

true-alas.) Although the date of March

2 remained on the document, the signing

actually took place on

March 3, and delegates

who reached Washing-

ton after March 3 signed
it as they arrived.

T HE NEXT TASK TO
be undertaken

was the drafting

of a constitution, which

continued until word

./;Ar

r-, r. ~

came of the arrival of Santa Anna in San
Antonio de Bxar. With the Alamo be-

sieged, most members were ready to vote
to ride to its relief. Sam Houston, who
had exercised all his influence to get the
convention together, insisted that they

stay put and get a government organized.
As commander-in-chief of the army, he
would lead the defense, and rode off. The
convention continued until mid-March,
until news arrived of disaster in San Anto-

nio. "I shall never forget the alarm mani-
fested by many honorable members of the

Convention the night the news arrived of
the fall of the Alimo [sic]," wrote delegate
[James] Collinsworth [of Brazoria]. "The

venerable president of that body rose in
his seat with much trepidation and
pulling a small pistol from his pocket...

proposed adjourning...as the enemy

would upon us before morning. This was

objected to & overruled. But the news

of the fall of the alimo was umpleasing

music to the ears of those aforesaid

land speculators and they were now

willing to lead the retreat." No sooner

was the constitution signed than the

convention packed up and the newly

organized "Ad-Interim Government"
rumbled off to the coast in retreat.

With the Mercer-Byars house having
never been finished, and only occupied

for two weeks of the three-month lease,
the committee of gentlemen stiffed Mer-
cer and Byars for the rent on their rus-

tic Independence Hall.

The newborn govern-
ment, taking cognizance

that it had not been par-
ty to the rental contract,

wasn't good for it, either.

As late as 1850, Byars

'- petitioned the Third Leg-
islature for relief, seeking

to "Respectfully represent

to your Honourable boddy

that...he never had ob-

tained one cent." The legis-
lature referred the matter

to a committee, which

considered the plea, and

then, basing their decision

on the lack of evidence submitted,
stiffed him again.*

And so, the new nation began by fits

and starts, with personal animosities

aired by its leaders, and the horrors

of war a living memory to so many.

Despite frequent disagreements and

harsh words, Texans were able to

forge a republic, and subsequently a

state that would help plunge the Unit-

ed States into a two-year war with

Mexico, and a state that joined the
Confederacy in four years of war
with the Union. Yet Texas has

emerged as one of the most important

of today's 50 states. All these are top-

ics discussed in ensuing chapters of
James Haley's book. -JACK LOWRY
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cjnce trip last fall seemed the

only proper way to mark the

oo's 45th anniversary. My

paddling om-anions were students from

Tarleton Sate University in Stephenville

who made me see the river with a fresh

perspective. I met the four Tarleton

Presidential Honors Program students-

Cassie Cox, Jennifer Dalecki, Rachel

Howell, and Garrett Rosser-last spring

when I gave - lecture on Goodbye to a

River to their class, taught by Dr. Jeremy

Curtoys. The eloquent reflections they

wrote about a canoe trip they had made

on the Brazos one cold April weekend

heartened me. Here was a group of young

people who cared as much about the

book and the Brazos as I did. The river's

future someday would rest in the hands

of their generation.

When I broached the idea of an

autumn anniversary trip, they all jumped

at the chance to be on the river again. But

our purpose wasn't to say goodbye to the

river. We came to say hello-some for the

first time, some for the second or third

time-and to experience it for ourselves.

Our group included Jeremy and his

wife, Linda; my husband. Dan Malone;

Cassie's cousin Will Mercer; Rachel's

roommate, Jennifer "Tater" Jackson; and

Garrett's buddy Kevin Eager. Dallas pho-

tographer Courtney Perry also joined us

to document the trip and wield a paddle.

Graves wrote that October was the best

month to go to the Brazos. He didn't heed

his own counsel-he made _is original trip

in November and ran into blustery, rainy

weather-but we did. In mid-October,
we met at Rochelle's Canoe Rental just

below the Dark Valley Bridge for the start

of our 19.5-mile, overnight trip. Buddy Ro-
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all. Autumn had tinted the oaks gold,
and fall color flared in the purple asters

and Maximilian sunflowers blooming

on the banks.

The upper Brazos twisted and turned

around several bends (Flint, Garland, For-

tune, Crawford, Chick, and Dalton) with
small rapids where creeks fed the river. In be-

tween, on long stretches of calm, serene

water, the reflections were so mirror-like that
it was difficult to distinguish between the

real and reflected, between water and sky.

The river changed before us and below

us with each mile we paddled. In some

places it was so clear and shallow that

our canoes scraped against the round
rocks lining the riverbed. Lush underwa-

ter plants danced with the current. In

other areas the river ran deep and as

green and murky as swamp water.

he Brazos isn't as wild as when

Graves made his original journey.

Utility poles and a huge, modern
white house atop a cliff reminded us that
human development was encroaching.

But the river still offered a refuge, a quiet

place where we could reconnect with

nature and lose ourselves in the rhythm of

paddling. Each of us experienced the sen-

sation of being borne along on a current

that has flowed through centuries of his-
tory and hundreds of miles of landscape.

For Garrett, the leisurely canoe trip

melted away the stresses of college life.

"Every time I'm out on the river, my love

for it and the outdoors is reaffirmed," he
said. Added Rachel: "Canoeing lazily in the

warm sun is the most relaxing and com-

fortable feeling I've had in a long time."

Every couple of miles the sound of
rushing water ahead interrupted the

lulling ride. Even though the Brazos'
rapids are small, Dan and I got caught in

the strong currents several times, spin-
ning around and slamming into the bank.

One time I had to duck to avoid getting

smacked by a cottonwood limb.
At a particularly sharp turn at Fortune

Bend, Jeremy and Linda careened toward
the bank. When Linda lost her hat and
Jeremy attempted to retrieve it, they found

out just how tippy canoes are. Both of
them ended up in the rapids fed by in-
coming Ioni Creek, and their gear began
floating downstream. The rest of us

jumped to their aid, got them safely to a
gravel bar, and retrieved their belongings.
They were soaked to the skin but unhurt.
Dan jokingly dubbed this section of the
river "Misfortune Bend."

Cassie, Rachel, Jennifer, and Tater de-

cided to plunge in, too, and bodysurfed
the rapids, laughing all the way. "Come
on in!" they yelled. I got caught up in
their exuberance (continued on page 3.3)

chelle, whose family has lived in the Brazos

River Valley since the 1920s, told me his

grandfather was one of the oldtimers men-

tioned in Graves' book. Rochelle's pickup

trucks shuttled us and our gear to the

put-in site below the Possum Kingdom dam.

It was a chilly Saturday morning when

we launched our six red canoes into the

Brazos. Jeremy reminded us of a line from

the book when Graves tells the proprietor

of a little store near the river about his

canoe trip: "Tippy damn things, canoes,"

the store owner commented. They cer-

tainly are, as some of us would discover.

The river was full and running strong,
so we didn't have to carry the canoes at
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and jumped in after them with my clothes

on. The water was bracingly cold. Being

on the river was relaxing. But being in

it was exhilarating.

We rowed well into the afternoon.

Garrett and Kevin suggested we camp at

Chick Bend because of its scenic setting,
with boulders and cliffs rising from the
water across from a sandy embankment.
It made for a long day, since the bend is
13.5 miles from the dam. But when we

arrived just before dusk, we found our
reward in one of most beautiful spots

along the Brazos.

After pitching our tents, we attended to

dinner: steaks, baked potatoes, and Linda's
home-baked cookies. That night, we gath-

ered around a campfire as an almost-full

moon rose. Tired in a good way from the

day's exertions, most of us went to bed early.

We awoke the next morning to

find the sun painting the cliffs

a brilliant gold. Garrett and
Kevin waved from across the river. They
had paddled over and camped out under

a cliff overhang. "You got the four-star

accommodations," I told them.
After a hearty breakfast of sausage, eggs,

and Linda's homemade bread, we broke
camp and shoved off for the last leg of

our trip. Along the way we stopped and
watched Garrett and Kevin catch several

sand bass; Kevin also landed a big carp.
Along one stretch of the river, we float-

~ a

deer that Graves saw on
his journey, but we identified many kinds

of birds-cranes, cardinals, canyon and
other wrens, flickers, even a woodpeck-

er. Dozens of buzzards circled high in

the blue sky with wispy high clouds.

Cassie and Will spotted a beaver. "We
were practically five feet away from it,"
Cassie said. "Simply amazing!" A biolo-
gy major, she now wants to study more

about wildlife conservation.

"We need this river, it doesn't

need us," Cassie said. "Many SPRING
people fail to see that." die the u

I was encouraged that she dom Lake

and her friends do see that. sometime

Even though there's not much and gear,

visible development along the dam. For

river right now, this younger thority at

generation worries about the Camping

future of the Brazos. "While I campsite

get to spend time in a Texas amenitie

that still seems a little wild, I in the ca
fear my children and grand- dam over

children won't be able to camp far
explore and rediscover the to preven
state," Garrett said. Jennifer pack food
Dalecki added: "The thought Rochelle'
of my children or my chil- about 7
dren's children not getting to and can
make the same memories I've or take-o

made canoeing down a river overnight
saddens me." Kingdom

Sometime after noon on Sun- takes 2 d

day, the Dark Valley Bridge 4-day jou

loomed into view. Graves had tion, call

At left, Garrett Rosser and Kevin Eager canoe back to the group campsite after spend-
ing the night in a sandy cutout in a cliff on the river's Chick Bend.

ca past a wall of strange

l i ffs that looked as

'hough they had been

ooped out with a giant

,poon. Graves, who had

photographed these

me cliffs with his
Nlck-and-white Brown-

ie camera back in

1 957, described "curi-

ous, arching, limestone

overhangs along the

right shore." They had

barely changed.

We didn't see the
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considered pulling out at this spot, too, be-
cause the weather and the river were so orn-

ery during his trip. But to the great bene-

fit of Texas readers, he kept on paddling.

Our trip, however, was coming to an

end just beyond the bridge we had

crossed the day before. "How different a
river looks when you're on it from the

way it looks from above," Jeremy re-
marked. "To know it, you have to be on

it." He spoke for all of us.

Our six red canoes shot through the

rapids between the bridge's huge pylons

for one last thrill. Then we pulled the boats

up onto the gravel shore and said our good-
byes. But not to the Brazos. We all knew we'd
be back someday to float down Graves'-
and our-piece of the river again. *

KATHRYN JONES, a writer in Glen Rose,
shared her experience of canoeing Houston's
Buffalo Bayou in the February 2005 issue of
Texas Highways.

Photographer COURTNEY PERRY's images of
the Savor Dallas Wine & Food Fest appeared in
last month's issue.

entials BRAZOS BY CANE

AND FALL are the best seasons to pad-
pper Brazos River below Possum King-
. In summer, the river's lower levels
s necessitate portage, or carrying, of canoes
unless enough water is being released from the
river flow information, call the Brazos River Au-
254/761-3100, or visit www.brazos.org.

on the Brazos is primitive, with no designated
s, running water, restrooms, picnic tables, or other
.All equipment, food, and water must be carried
noe. Gravel islands and grassy banks offer plenty
to camp. Water sometimes is released from the
night, and the river can rise several feet, so set up
enough from the bank to stay dry, and tie canoes
t them from floating downstream. Also be sure to

in raccoon-proof containers.

Canoe Rental, at 7024 N. Farm Road 4 in Graford,
miles north of Palo Pinto, rents canoes and kayaks
shuttle equipment and passengers to public put-in
it points. Paddlers can take half-day, full-day, or
trips. The trip from the crossing below the Possum
dam to the Dark Valley Bridge is 19.5 miles and
ays. A longer trip, from Texas 16 to US 180, is a
rney. For reservations, prices, and more informa-
940/659-3341; www.rochellescanoerental.com.

'es' Goodbye to a River (Knopf) is available in pa-
ct major bookstores and online booksellers.
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..was supposed to be Texas,

version of the French Riviera. But nature

had other plans. In 1904, developer Theodore Koch took one look at a pastoral swath of Baffin Bay shore-

line about 30 miles south of Corpus Christi and dubbed it Riviera Beach. By 1912, he'd put up a large hotel,

a pier, gardens, a bathing pavilion with freshwater showers, and a rail line to bring in tourists from the near-

by town of Riviera. In 1916, a hurricane blew it all away-except for the hotel, which would later burn.

yaw

*nWr V

Ninety years after that storm redefined

the area's destiny, the Baffin Bay commu-

nities of Riviera Beach and Loyola Beach

have settled in as adjacent bucolic retreats

where people come primarily for two

things: to catch fish and to eat fish (and

shrimp and oysters).
Fishermen are lured by prized speckled

trout. "This place has a reputation for big

monster trout," says Calvin Canamore, 51,
who with his wife, Jan, owns Wild Horse

Lodge, five rental properties on the bay.

Fishermen and non-fishermen alike

gather for meals at two thriving seafood

restaurants. Loyola Beach's Famous!

King's Inn, which has under various

names been feeding folks for 70 years, has

arguably the best fried shrimp on earth.

Fried oysters are the specialty at six-year-

old Baffin Bay Cafe in Riviera Beach.

There are no T-shirt shops or fast-

food joints. Nightlife consists of fishing

under the lights from one of the area's

many piers.

This region is part of the Great Texas

Coastal Birding Trail, so birders migrate

through in the spring and fall. Hunters

stalk quail and javelina on area ranches.

And it's fun to sit on the porch swing at

Kraatz's Bait Camp in Riviera Beach (the

locals say "ri-VEER-uh") and shoot the

breeze with 84-year-old Cleo Kraatz.

That's all the excitement the area offers,
all its visitors seek, and all the locals can

stand.

"It's the last frontier on the Texas

coast, no doubt about it," says Cleo's

son Bruce, who runs Baffin Bay Cafe next

door to the bait camp.

The area is so low-key that when

Hurricane Bret blew through in 1999, it

was widely reported in the national media

To bird or to fish? That is the question, and the Baffii Bay area offers plenty of both. Above left, Roberta and Bill Smith of Chicago add to their life lists
near Kaufer-Hubert Memorial Park. At the pier nearby, Chris Jaster of Kingsville and his pooch Schultz enjoy a spring afternoon.
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that the hurricane had hit only "unpopu-

lated areas." The locals still get cranky

when they talk about that.

Hemmed in by King Ranch to the

north and Kenedy Ranch to the south,
Riviera Beach and Loyola Beach couldn't

expand if they wanted to.

"It's fine the way it is," says Les Cobb,
45, a Baffin Bay fishing guide for more
than 10 years, who says the rural atmos-

phere is the reason many people choose
the bay. "People come to get away from
the crowd and fish where they can look at

ranch land instead of condos."

The locals are quick to point out what

Baffin Bay is not.

"It's not for spring-breakers," says Jan

Canamore, 50. Any "woo-hoo" shouted

around Baffin Bay signals a big fish.

And there's no real beach. This is a bay,
not the Gulf of Mexico. There's a scruffy

shoreline, but the strip of sand is so nar-
row that you'd be hard-pressed to unfold
a beach chair on it.

The locals have no interest in seeing
their home become a French Riviera. But
it almost was.

Almost.

"By 1912, Riviera Beach was on its
way to being firmly established as a great
resort and town site," wrote Idella Un-

derbrink Struhhart, whose family was
among the area's first settlers, in her

exhaustive self-published history, Riviera,
Texas: A Small Town in God's Country.

"At Riviera Beach there was an ice

factory, a fish market, a mercantile store
with a photograph studio, and a post
office. There was the large Buena Vista
Hotel to accommodate the growing in-
flux of colonists," Idella wrote. "Theo-
dore Koch had planted a 10-acre park

Great blue herons find a feast in the teeming, salty waters of Cayo del Grullo, an arm of Baffin Bay. Bircwatchers likewise find a feast-for the eyes-as
the area lies on the Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail.
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with trees, shrubs, and flowers from
California."

Visitors were lured with promises of
sea breezes and shallow bathing waters
with no jellyfish. (The bay is too salty
for jellyfish.)

In Riviera, which sits on US 77 about
10 miles west of Riviera Beach, were a
bank and a jail. The jail didn't have a lot
of customers and eventually became a
mattress factory, then a cannery. You'd
nave to go to Kingsville, some 20 miles
north, to Cnd a jail now.

"It's pretty quiet around here," says
Idella, 86. who lives in Riviera. "There's
not much ugliness."

But, again, here almost was.
Around 1915, Riviera got word that

the infamous outlaw Pancho Villa was
on the way. Icella's book tells of fam-
ilies grabbing guns and sitting at win-

~- -,
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4'~

The No. 3 at 3affin Bay Cafe (top) features mesquite-grilled fish, shrimp, anc vege-ables plus salad, pinto beans, and Texas toast. Pecan pie and an icy
mug of Shiner Boc round out :he feast. The view from the cafe's deck (above) offers a window on life-on-the-bay.
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a r e -shirt shops or fast-food joints.
Ngh s sts of fishing under the figh-ts from on~e o~f the area's many piers.
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dows all night, waiting. Instead, Villa

and his band robbed a train in nearby

Ricardo.

"They never got to Riviera," Idella

says, sounding almost disappointed.

What did get to Riviera was a lot more

frightening.

The most riveting chapter of Idella's

book is an account by the late Caroline

Goodman of the 1916 hurricane, which

U.S. meteorological authorities now peg

at category 3 (winds 111-130 mph).

Caroline was among a group of Rivi-

era Beach residents, led by town founder

Koch, who fled their disintegrating

homes and lay down in a mesquite grove,
"there to be at the mercy of the pelting

rain, the terrifying wind, and the salty

sprays from the bay."
When the town's water tower fell

to the ground, the frightened crowd

took shelter in it. The next day, they

found Riviera Beach in ruins.

The hotel was repaired, but on the heels

of that hurricane came World War I,
a drought, and, in 1919, another hurri-

cane. Those who lived on the bay had,
by that time, lost their appetite for be-

coming a big resort.

A small effort to revive tourism in the

1930s failed, and when the hotel burned

in 1952, "Nobody wanted to fool with

it," says Cleo Kraatz, who with her hus-

band opened Kraatz's Boat & Bait Camp

in 1957, because "My husband and I

fished out here for years and never had

any fresh bait."

Son Bruce, 51, opened Baffin Bay

Cafe in 2000 on the spot where Riv-

iera Beach's lavish bathhouse once

stood. On the caf6's wall is a 1907 photo

of two men in suits and top hats,

holding a string of two-foot-long fish.

The top hats are long gone, but the

fishing's still good.

Les Cobb, the fishing guide, talks
about two kinds of fishermen (and

women) who come to Baffin Bay: the

ones who wade-fish in fall or winter for

the really big trout (bay record so far:
13 pounds, 11 ounces) and the sum-

mer fishers, who prefer to stay dry and
fish from a boat.

In the summer, says Les, "We go out at

daybreak, and by 10:30, you've usually

already got your limit of fish."

Wade-fishing-these are the guys you

see standing in water up to their chests-

is for "the hard-core fishermen," Les

notes. "Or they think they're hard-core.

Some people get out there in 45-degree
water trying to catch a 10-pound trout

and decide they're not."

Wild Horse Lodge (birdhouse and feeder above, left) and Baffin on the Rocks (at right) number among several lodging choices on the bay. Wild Horse
Lodge has five houses, and Baffin on the Rocks offers four. Each house has a full kitchen.
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Bruce Kraatz (above), who also owns Baffin Bay Cafe, sells fishing and other supplies at Kractzs boat b,,r (wrip at rivie w beach. VvmIor iexans at Sea
Wind RV Resort (below) enjoy the mild winters on the bay. Shown left to right are Carl aid Dobres Bradtmiller of Indiana and Shirley Chambers of Missouri.

Redfish and drum are big and plentiful
in Baffin Bay, too.

Fishermen were the first customers for

the store that Idella Strubhart's father,
Orlando Underbrink, opened at Loyola

Beach in the 1930s. In 1936, he closed

the store and opened Orlando's, a burg-

er joint that years later would become
King's Inn.

From there, the fishing and eating

attractions fed each other.

When Jan and Calvin Canamore

opened the first bayside rental home of
their Wild Horse Lodge in 1992, fisher-
men were immediately hooked. "It was

booked before we closed on it," Jan says.
"There was no place else to stay."

Other inns and rent houses have
sprung up, but no hotels or condos. The

biggest development, if you want to call

it big, is Baffin on the Rocks, an enclave

of four two-bedroom, two-bath cot-

tages-each with a full kitchen-on the
bay in Riviera Beach. The complex has a

300-foot pier with green fishing lights,
a pool, and a solar-panel skeet machine.

Curtis Dawson, who co-owns the lodg-
ings with his son-in-law. Kevin Henske,
plans to develop a birding area.

Baffin on the Rocks is a popular spot

for business retreats, but Curtis is careful

not to let progress get out of hand.

"My biggest request down here is
Internet service," he says. "I tell 'em,
'You're supposed to be fishing."'

At Loyola Beach, Midwesterners win-

ter at SeaWind RV Resort, right next
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es et iaLsBAFIN .BAY AREA

LOYOLA BEACH and RIVIERA BEACH
are east of US 77, which drops
south into the Rio Grande Valley
from Interstate 37 near Corpus
Christi. To reach Loyola Beach from
Kingsville, drive south on US 77
about 12 miles, turn left on FM 628,
and drive 8 miles to Loyola Beach
and King's Inn. Riviera Beach lies
10 miles east of US 77 and the
town of Riviera, at the end of FM
771. FM 771 heads east from
US 77 about 3 miles south of the
FM 628 turnoff. Baffin Bay extends
16 miles east before it hits the In-
tracoastal Waterway (Laguna Madre)
and Padre Island Natl. Seashore.
The area code is 361.

LODGING Jan and Calvin Canamore's
Wild Horse Lodge has 5 separate
houses in various locations in the
Riviera Beach-Loyola Beach area,
ranging from 2-4 bedrooms for
$175 a night for 2 people, $50
more per extra person; a one-bed-
room bunkhouse costs $125 a night
for 2, $50 more per extra person.
Each house has a full kitchen and
a pier; one house has a pool. Write
to Box 432, Bishop 78343; 584-
3098; www.wildhorselodge.com;
e-mail: info@wildhorselodge.com.

Baffin on the Rocks, on CR 1155,
off of FM 771, offers four 2-bed-
room, 2-bath houses that share a
pier, barbecue area, pavilion, pool,
meeting room, and skeet machine.
Each house has its own grill and
full kitchen. Rates: $175 for 1-2
people, $225 for 3, $300 for 4-10.

BS 'Tol-37&
77 77 Corpus

Cirristi BAFFIN
gsville BAY

772 77Ricardo LOYOLA BEACH

Cayo del
772 Grubl

RIVIERA

628 BEACH

Riviera 1546
To US 281 7
& Falfuias Bafin

77 Bay

Los olmos Creek Santa

To Brownsvlle & Mexico

Write to Box 1163, Kingsville 78364;
592-FISH; www.baffinontherocks.com.

Little Bethel Bungalow on the Bay
(look for the steeple), at 1008-A E.
FM 628 at Loyola Beach, has one

bedroom with beds to accommodate
6, a full kitchen, pier, and outdoor
barbecue pit. (There is also a small
house, for up to 5 people, with a
washer-dryer.) Rates (continental
breakfast included): $125 for 1-2
people; $25 more per extra per-
son. Write to 1155 E. FM 628,
Riviera 78379; 296-4056; e-mail:
bobettenn@hotmail.com.

SeaWind RV Resort, in Kaufer-Hu-
bert Memorial Park, on FM 628 at
the bay, has 134 full hookups and
a recreation hall with an activities
director in the winter. Rates: $20/
night, $95/week, $200/month plus
electricity (some discounts available).
Write to 1066 E. FM 628, Riviera
78379; 297-5738.

For other accommodations, go to
www.baffinbaytx.com.

DINING The Famous! King's Inn is

at Loyola Beach beside Baffin Bay, at
the end of FM 628. Fried shrimp and
drum are the specialties, served with
a wildly popular, secret-recipe tartar
sauce; the fried oysters and fried and
broiled fish are also outstanding; chick-
en and steak available. Meals are
served family-style. Most popular sides
are the avocado salad and sweet
fried onion rings. On the way out, buy
a wheel of peanut brittle made by
members of Kingsville's Pentecostal
Church. Hours: Tue-Sat 11-10; closed
Sun-Mon. Reservations advised,
especially at night. Call 297-5265.

Baffin Bay Cafe is on FM 771 at
Riviera Beach. Enjoy fried oysters,
shrimp, and fish, and read about the
area's history on the back of the
place mat. The tartar sauce is great
here, too, and they swear it's differ-
ent from King's Inn's. Hours: Sun-Thu
11-9, Fri-Sat 11-10. Call 297-5354.

FISHING To fish in Baffin Bay, you
need a fishing license; game war-
dens are around to strictly enforce
regulations. To hire fishing guide Les
Cobb, call 296-3353. To find other
guides, go to www.baffinbaytx.com,
and click on "Fishing Guides."

BAIT Kraatz's Boat & Bait Camp is
on FM 771 at the bay; 297-5717.

BIRDING Look for shorebirds at
Kaufer-Hubert Memorial Park, on
FM 628, or at the Riviera Beach
Fishing Pier, off FM 771. South of
FM 771 (turn right at Baffin Bay Cafe)
is a short road that's part of the
Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail

(see www.tpwd.state.tx.us/birding
trails). Be considerate; this is a resi-
dential area. Birding tours of various
lengths, with varying rates, are organ-
ized by the nearby King Ranch; go to
www.king-ranch.com/visit.htm, and
click on "Nature Tours."

HUNTING Many owners of rental
accommodations on Baffin Bay will
arrange hunting trips for you. Also
go to www.baffinbaytx.com, and click
on "Hunting Guides." Rates vary.

NEARBY ATTRACTIONS The 825,000-
acre King Ranch is one of the larg-
est ranches in the world. The ranch's
Visitor Center is on Texas 141 West
in Kingsville; call 592-8055. The
ranch museum is at 405 N. 6th St.
in Kingsville. Admission: $4, $2.50
ages 5-12. Call 595-1881. The King
Ranch Saddle Shop (www.krsaddle
shop.com), which custom-makes
saddles and sells other fancy leather
goods, is at 201 E. Kleberg Ave. in
Kingsville; call 800/282-KING or
877/282-5777. For more informa-
tion, go to www.king-ranch.com.

The Kenedy Ranch Museum of
South Texas, in Sarita, about 5 min-
utes south of Riviera, tells the story
of the area's other big ranching fam-
ily, the Kenedys (see "Life on the
Kenedy Ranch a Hundred Years Ago;'
July 2004). Hours: Tue-Sat 10-4,
Sun 12-4. Admission: $3, $2 ages
13-18 and age 55 and older, free
age 12 and younger and organized
school groups. Call 294-5751; www.
kenedymuseum.org.

Vl .t,

A visit lu LyIui, ucci on the bay isn t complete
without the scrumptious seafood served at The
Famous! King's Inn.

to Kaufer-Hubert Memorial Park's large
picnic area and pier.

Nearby is probably Loyola Beach's
most unusual accommodation: Little
Bethel Bungalow on the Bay, a 1950s
African-American Methodist church and
migrant school that Bobette and Keith
Naylor trucked in from nearby Falfurrias,
restored, and decked out in '50s decor.
Even if you don't fish, it's a great place
to kick back on the porch beneath the
steeple, nibble Bobette's homemade cake,
and gaze at the bay.

This is no French Riviera. It's just a
place for people who like to fish and eat.
Chances are it'll stay this way forever.

"It's still pretty quiet," says Jan Can-
amore. "There's never going to be more
civilization here than what there is."*

HELEN BRYANT rarely catches fish but eats
them as often as possible. She wrote about
Odessa's Stonehenge in the July 2005 issue.

Texas Highways photo editor MIKE MURPHY
also shot the image in this month's Window
on Texas.
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tie of the steel zip trol-
ley. This tune accompa-
nies the "boom-boom-

ba-boom" of the George

of the Jungle theme song
resonating in my head-perfect back-
ground music for my first bird's-eye view
of the Texas Hill Country. I'm zipping
along at 30 mph, gargantuan cypress
canopies looming overhead, and a placid
stream gurgling 30 feet below.

Cypress Valley Canopy Tours in Spice-
wood, the brainchild and handiwork
of co-owner David Beilharz, is an eco-
theme park consisting of steel cables, or
zip-lines, installed high in the cypress-

IMW '" tree canopies.
Here, every adventurer's dream

of flying comes true. Tour-goers wear har-
nesses hooked to a cable as they glide
from tree to tree. David, his wife and co-
owner, Amy, and their four kids live on
this 88-acre Hill Country haven, hosting

the canopy tours and raising buffalo.
Craving thrill and nature, a few friends

and I have fled the hustle-and-bustle of
Austin to check out Texas' only canopy
tour. Before takeoff, our group of six
looks down anxiously from the top floor
of the wheelhouse, stilted 25 feet above-

ground, while awaiting the first zip. The
wheelhouse, one of David's many archi-
tectural endeavors on the property, stands

like a fortress over the electricity-generat-

ing waterwheel, facing the zip-line course
on one side and a lake on the other.

When we arrived, Amy's soft voice and
big smile had made us feel welcome. She
then led us along the dam to the wheelhouse
to meet David and our guides, Amy King
and Amalea Saunders. David stood behind
the desk, taking a break from the day's trac-
tor driving and backyard maintenance.

Judging by our two guides' tans, defined
biceps, and scuffed gloves, I could tell
these 20-somethings had spent a lot of

[CLoCKwISE FROM LEFrT Canopy tour participants explore the treetops via three sky bridges, and by zipping from one treetop platform to another, like Cha-
risse Leonidas of San Francisco did last July. On the platforms, the guides, wearing yellow helmets, answer questions about flora and fauna on the tour.
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Stime in the treetops. After suiting us in our
harnesses, helmets, and leather gloves,
they took us to a miniature course for a

practice run If you brake too much in
1 t, mid-zip, they warned, you'll stop zip-

ping-and find yourself suspended mo-
tionless 30 feet up in the air. So they

showed us how to avoid this situation and
5J"Rr"~tones 30 fee up in theJF.5 air Sot they t {Y1,-

what to do if we did stop midway between
platforms. Back at the wheelhouse for take-

1 -'off, our guiding "zippists," as they jokingly
called themselves, promised to catch us be-

i' \fore any accidental bungles in their jungle.
Now, as we get ready for takeoff, Amy

stands at the edge of the wheelhouse's top
floor, which has no walls, and tells each of
us when to step up onto the designated
tree stump to prepare for zipping. Waiting
for the first zip-line is the scariest part for
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canopy, we easily spot woodpecker holes.
Peering over the edge of one of the plat-
forms between zip-lines, Amy and Ama-
lea point out cypress roots stretching

through the creek to drink up the water,
and a cactus growing on top of a tree
branch. They casually teach us new
words like "cambium" (the ring of tissue
inside a tree where sap flows), and tell us
that carving too many love notes in one
tree injures it. Our "zippists" even spot a
four-foot-long water moccasin in the
creek below. The dark serpent relaxes,
motionless, appearing as harmless as a
fallen branch.

The course consists of six zip lines and

three "sky bridges" (steel-cable, rope, and
wood-plank bridges connecting two trees).

It takes about 90 minutes to complete the

tour. David Beilharz designed and built

the course with help from the country's
topnotch ropes-course company, the

S.T.E.P.S. Corporation. The wooden land-
ing platforms are built sturdily (but harm-

lessly) around the trees, and each sky

bridge hangs beneath a parallel cable, to
which canopy adventurers' harnesses are

hooked. Whether flying through the air

or perching on a platform, each tour-goer

is hooked to a cable at all times.
The Beilharzes not only strive to keep

their customers safe, but also work to

protect their land. David and the

S.T.E.P.S. team built every centimeter of

the course so as not to harm the cypress

trees. Rather than wrapping the cables

around the trees, which would gradually

hill them, the team coninect( d the cables

/
harz (right) demonstrates the correct placement of the hand on the trolley used for zipping.

my usually-fearless friend Valerie. She

goes first, and when she forces herself off

the tree stump, she screams as if jumping

without a harness.

But nervous butterflies do not even

come near Texas Highways photography

editor Mike Murphy, who zips with two

giant cameras strapped over his shoulders.

Having recently zipped on a canopy tour

in Hawaii, I'm anxious to take the first

plunge into fresh air. Amy later

tells us, "I can always tell who the

nervous ones are when I see their

legs shake in the air."

After the initial leap from the

wheelhouse, everyone feels like a

bird soaring through the trees

(perhaps like the endangered, but

commonly-seen Golden-cheeked

Warbler, which nests here). In the
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Austinite John Bui aouve, cenwel), tie author
(to his right), and other participants admire a
video of their just-executed zip run. Before zip-
ping in the treetops, everyone must pass a
ground-level practice course (left).

the stream-a bit like George of the

Jungle, sans the skimpy outfit. David

(who had no prior construction experi-
)I b ijuo lt 30 f t d' t r

to wood blocks bolted shallowly into the

trees. That way, the trees can grow with-

out fighting the cables' force.

The Beilharzes never foresaw their lives

guiding canopy tours and raising buffalo.

Amy graduated from Harvard Business

School assuming she would wear a suit

every day to a job as a high-ranking busi-

nesswoman. David used to own an auto-

parts distributorship in Austin. The cou-

ple moved into an upscale West Austin

neighborhood, had kids, and then had an

epiphany: They were missing out on the

simple things in life.
Thirsting for a place where kids could

be kids, where sitting in traffic wasn't

part of the daily routine, and where con-

sumerism was a foreign word, they

bought a patch of juniper and cypress in

1997. Unlike most worn-out city slickers

who move to the country, the family

chose to live off the land and drink out of

ence ui a - oo - ame er yur
round, traditionally Mongolian dwel

with a domed roof. All six member;

the family shared the single room for

under six years, using minimal electri

as they built their solar grid, cooking (

small stove, and reading lots of bo<

Now the family lives in the luxury c

larger, yurt-inspired house.

David and Amy originally

thought of opening a retreat C
or healing center on their prop- P,
erty, but another idea emerged R
when David traveled to Costa q

Rica. There, he participated a
in a canopy tour and realized in
his own backyard qualified as b

the perfect setting for an eco- S
intourism adventure. The canopy i

tours started last July and im-
in

mediately took off (so to i
speak). School and work ia
groups have taken tours for Tu
team-building purposes, and c
several birthdays have been cel- cl
ebrated here, too. 2

As I zip single-handedly

through the trees, emulating my fear-

less guides, I look down. Sunlight filters

through the canopy, dappling the Ashe

junipers and other trees. Steep limestone

cliffs line the valley. I imagine the scene

at night, when raccoons and Mexican

free-tailed bats come out to frolic be-

neath the moonlit leaf-cover. The cypress
branches are so thick that stars peeping

through canopy holes must stand out

like diamonds.

This spring, visitors will be able to

experience the nocturnal sights and

sounds of Cypress Valley via another one

of David's projects: a bed-and-breakfast

tree house. Something like Swiss Family

Robinson goes Texan. And yes, I know

what you're wondering-to get to it, do

you have to zip? The answer is yes.

On the final zip-line, Amalea struts

her stuff with a few tricks. Amy zooms

along with a digital camera in one hand,
never flinching while videotaping the

path in front of her. Valerie does the

splits in the air and screams, this time

not for dear life. Testing my speed and

foot-eye coordination (and my trust

in the harness), I take the planks of the

last sky bridge at a run. Soon, I hit land,
and once again inhale the juniper-
cypress aroma, holding it in long enough

to soak into my memory.*

ANNIE BILLUPS, our fall '05 intern, is a
University of Texas student currently seeking
adventures in Chile.
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28 CANOPYTOURS

11 La iTravls 183 3

To San Antonio L v

I 71 (ILake A stio
Au in

AUSTIN Pedernales
River

.1o '29

nd fall, tours run on Sat 9-dusk, Sun 12-dusk, and dur-
ig the week by special request. In the summer, tours run
e-Sat 9-dusk, Sun 12-dusk. Group rates available to

conservation organizations. Private tours may be pur-
iased. To book tours or get more information, call 512/
64-8880; www.cypressvalleycanopytours.com.
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BY LANA ROBINSON

PHOTOGRAPHS BY CAROLYN BROWN

AT CLARK GARDENS BOTANICAL PARK near Mineral Wells, where one whole

section is devoted to a whimsical garden railroad, interest in these enchanting

choo-choos is picking up steam. Here, toy trains meander through natural flora

and tunnels and along streams and overhead trestles, whistling their merry tunes.

A growing landscape trend, which integrates large G-scale model trains into gar-

den settings, doubles the pleasure for both plant and train enthusiasts. The point

of call for the locomotives is "Clark Station," located in the property's southwest

quadrant. Visitors venturing inside the station find marvelous historical dioramas

of Mineral Wells and nearby Weatherford, portions of which are crafted from

poppy seeds, acorns, cinnamon sticks, grapevine tendrils, and pine cones.

This year marks Clark Gardens' Second Annual Garden Train Festival (March

18-19). On that weekend, in addition to the park's model trains, the North Texas

Garden Railway Club sets up its huge collection of garden trains under a 6,000-

square-foot activities tent. Vendors sell gardening books, trains and train acces-

sories, and barbecue. Gardeners glean ideas and discover resources for building

their own backyard railways while children learn train safety.

No matter when you visit, Clark Gardens Botanical Park-adorned with

statuaries, fountains, rockwork, and reflective pools-proves a wonderful diver-

sion. The sprawling, hillside acreage began as a private garden in 1972 around

the home of Max and Billie Clark. The first expansion was

an herb garden, and from this humble venture, the gardens

Quaint bridges-some connecting to small islands-cross quiet ponds and
gurgling streams at Clark Gardens Botanical Park. At right, Billie Clark ex-
amines the vibrant blooms on one of the park's hundreds of cannas.

U
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THE PARK HAS FORMAL ELEMENTS, A COMBINATION
OF ADAPTABLE, TRADITIONAL PLANTS AND REGIONAL PLANTS GIVES MAX AND BILLIE'S
GARDENS A DISTINCT TEXAS ACCENT.
just kept growing. Over the past quarter of a century, the plant-

ings have spread to 35 acres divided into 50 "rooms."
"It is a hobby that went wild," confesses Max. "Billie and I

sometimes laugh and say it's our 30-year moment of madness."
In 1999, Max and Billie sold their telecommunications-con-

struction business. The same year, they established the Max and
Billie Clark Foundation and donated 143 acres, including the
gardens, to this new nonprofit organization. On April 22, 2000,
Clark Gardens opened its gates to the public. Max and Billie
still work in the garden daily and view their labor of love as
their legacy. Says Max, "Whatever part of the garden I'm in, I
can get enthused, whether it's cleaning it up, improving, or
planting, any season of the year.

First-time visitors are always surprised at the splendor they
find here amidst the mesquites and the switch grass. Although

the park has formal elements, such as the English Channel

Above, more than 1,200 feet of G-scale tracks, repncaug um wegon's
historical railroad, run through a landscape dotted with miniature versions
of buildings from the area. At top is a view of the sandstone chapel from
the White Garden.
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Max ,iw joiu ui uUuliC Vu aWua, e park's C.E.O.,
work in the gardens every day.

Garden and the manicured chapel lawn,
a combination of adaptable, traditional
plants and regional plants gives Max and
Billie's gardens a distinct Texas accent.

Trees that Max planted as seedlings in
the early years offer shelter for wildlife
and a spreading canopy under which vis-
itors can wander. Serpentine paths lead
them through mazes of blooms and fo-

liage, among which the fresh fragrances
of heirloom roses, honeysuckle, lavender,
and just-turned soil awaken the senses. In
a shade garden-in a niche along one of
many trails that wind through terraced
displays of vegetation-columbines and
hydrangeas thrive.

Nearby, a Blue Atlas cedar spreads its
graceful, silvery-blue boughs in subtle con-
trast to the surrounding greenery. In

another wooded area, a sandstone chapel

with two ornate stained-glass windows and
an adjoining rose-filled Meditation Garden
beckon those seeking a spiritual connec-

tion. Perennials, such as salvia, lantana,
and Russian sage, crowded into random

beds, form bright borders of red, pink, pur-
ple, and yellow. Shocks of ornamental

grasses-Blue Muhly grass, fountain grass,
and pampas grass-wave at passersby.
Spikes of blue veronica, purple verbena,
coneflowers, and goldenrod offer sweet
sustenance to the myriad pollinators that
frequent the park's sunny Butterfly Garden.

Seasonal botanical exhibits provide year-

round enjoyment. Beginning in March,
bloom-flocked redbuds, azaleas, lilacs,
magnolias, tulips, and roses, along with

scores of elegant Cedar Waxwings, com-
pete for visitors' attention. And through-

EVERYTHING'S CO0MIN' UP _

n addition to its role as a working model of beautiful, sustainable landscapes, Clark

Gardens Botanical Park is a valuable educational and scientific facility. The Clarks

choose plant species that will endure the weather extremes of North Texas. More than

1,000 rose bushes grow here. Most notable are those in the vast antique-rose collec-

tion and in the All-American Rose Selections Test Garden, one of only 21 such gardens

in the nation. Working with Texas Cooperative Extension horticulture specialists and the

Parker County Master Gardeners, the Clarks also participate in the EarthKind Rose Test

Program, which combines the best of organic and traditional gardening and landscaping

principles. To date, 11 rose varieties have earned the Test designation for superior per-

formance: Marie Daly and The Fairy (dwarf shrubs); Caldwell Pink and Perle d'Or (small

shrubs); Belinda's Dream, Carefree Beauty, Else Poulsen, Knock Out, and Mutabilis (medi-

um shrubs); and Climbing Pinkie and Sea Foam (mannerly climbers). Trey Evans, Clark

Gardens' horticulturist since 2001 and garden manager since 2003, explains, "EarthKind

roses are planted in a mixture of compost and native soil and then dressed with three

inches of mulch. Absolutely no fertilizer, pesticides, or fungicides are ever applied, and the

roses are watered, as

needed, the first year.

After that, we let them

go. The EarthKind land-

scape technique falls

right in line with what

the Clarks are trying _

to demonstrate here.'

-LANA ROBINSON

More than 1,000 rose

bushes grow in the gar-
dens, including Carefree
Beauty, shown here with
Afghan pines, pampas
grass, and yucca.

out the month of April, scarlet poppies,
stands of violet larkspurs, and some

1,200 varieties of hardy hybrid irises of

every hue-pastel pink, yellow, lavender,
burgundy, deep purple-are major attrac-
tions. In late spring and summer, ivory

water-lilies, hot-pink crape myrtles, gold
and crimson cannas, and magenta bou-

gainvillea create a vivid palette, while

autumn promises jaw-dropping blazes
of color. Come winter, the garden reveals

a wardrobe of wonderful textures, color-

ful berries, and stately evergreens.

A network of manmade lakes, with

waterfalls, footbridges, and wetland
plantings, not only enhances the park's

beauty but proves vital to its survival.

Resting on the shores of Oxbow Lake, a
rustic pavilion with knotty pine wood-

work and wrought-iron patio furniture

overlooks "Swan Point," "Wildwood
Island," and Oxbow's "floating foun-

tain." In the center of the park, nestled
among bald cypresses that encircle Lake
Althea, a second, spacious pavilion has
a pier popular with birdwatchers, who
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BRIDGES, AND WETLAND PLANTINGS,
PROVES VITAL TO ITS SURVIVAL.

OF MANMADE LAKES, WITH WATERFALLS, FOOT
NOT ONLY ENHANCES THE PARK'S BEAUTY BUT

can spot blue herons, egrets, and other

waterfowl.

"We have black swans, ducks, and

geese year round, and a few hundred

Canada geese that come and go in the
winter," says marketing director Vi
Hummel Carr.

Several peacocks, including a rare
white one, freely roam the grounds.

Surrounding Emerald Lake, in the West
Garden, the Historic Tree Trail features
114 trees grown from seeds and cuttings

taken from various historic trees. Among

them: a poplar descended from a 1785
tree at Mount Vernon; a dogwood from
Harper's Ferry; a wisteria from Williams-

burg; a sugar maple from Amelia Ear-
hart's yard in Atchison, Kansas; a "John-
ny Appleseed Tree" from Nova, Ohio;

and sycamore and sweetgum trees from
Elvis Presley's Graceland estate in Mem-

phis. A replica cannon, flanked by purple-
martin houses, marks the Civil War trail
in this section of the park.

Several pumps under the lakes and an

intricate, underground water system

Sun-dappled lily pads fill the park's many ponds; Chinese banana plants (top, right) adapt well and
grow near Lake Althea; and a profusion of cannas (above, right), some up to seven feet high, thrive
in the west section.

route all the park's water through the gar-

dens. Even so, watering and irrigation are
done by hand or by low-pressure, above-
ground sprinklers to conserve water.

MOST AMAlING is that there was never a
"master plan" for these gardens. "As one
project was finished, we would start

another," says Max, who at the age of 15

worked briefly in a nursery and in land-
scaping, but had no formal training.

Workers piled tons of compost and
loam over a hard pan of red clay and
massaged them into the existing topsoil.

Next, they dug the lakes and ponds and
sculpted the garden grounds. (One of the
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rock saws used to cut trenches through

the limestone, caliche, and rock is now a

monument in the West Garden area.)

Max, Billie, and their friend John Holder,
a semiretired general contractor, brain-

stormed daily about the gardens. From

his notes, John created drawings, and

their collective vision took root.

"Billie startled me sometimes by mak-

ing quick decisions," says John. "She and

Max would give me guidance on what

they wanted, and I would draft it up as

best I could, to make sure we were com-

municating. Billie would say, 'Yep, that's
it,' and off we'd go."

History House, a museum and confer-
ence room in the West Garden area,
chronicles the transformation of the once-
barren terrain into the lush botanical
masterpiece of today. The heartwarming

exhibit includes photographs, articles,
and newspaper clippings. Samples of the
threesome's original notes and primitive
pencil sketches are displayed under glass
on the worktable where so many of their
inspirations were born.

"It's a love story," says Vi Hummel

Carr. "Clark Gardens is the reflection of
55 years of their love. One landscape
architect who visited commented, 'You

can feel their soul in this park."'
Expressions of the Clarks' love for one

another are also visible. Forty-one pink

azalea bushes given to Billie by Max on

their 41st wedding anniversary are plant-
ed by their home. And Billie's gift of two
bronze sculptures-one of Max, trowel in

hand, facing a sculpture of Chocolate

tain the park's beauty.

essentials A WALK IN THE CLARK

CLARK GARDENS BOTANICAL PARK, operated
by the Max and Billie Clark Foundation, lies 5
miles east of Mineral Wells and one mile north
of US 180, at 567 Maddux Rd. Write to Box
276, Mineral Wells 76068; 940/682-4856;
www.clarkgardens.com. Hours: Mon-Sat 7:30-6,
Sun 10-5 (check Web site for 2006 Sun. sum-
mer schedule). Admission: $6, $4 age 65 and
older and ages 5-12, free age 4 and younger.
Motorized cart tours and guided tours extra (by
appt. and/or availability). Annual memberships
are offered. The park is available for special
occasions, as well as corporate retreats/think
tanks and photo shoots.

NEARBY ATTRACTIONS
Boudreau Herb Farm, a 77-acre herb farm
where visitors discover the beauty and bene-
fits of plants, is at 5545 US 281 N.; 940/
325-8674.

The Famous Mineral Water Company, bottler
of the historic healing waters that made Mineral
Wells famous in the early 1900s, serves mineral
water, ice cream, and coffees from behind the
original handcarved wood-and-marble bar. Visi-
tors can taste the waters and stroll through the
Texas native garden and pavilion. The Famous
Mineral Water Company is at 209 NW 6th St.;
940/325-8870; www.famouswater.com.

Lake Mineral Wells State Park, 4 miles east
of Mineral Wells on US 180, is just a mile from
Clark Gardens Botanical Park. The park is nes-
tled along Rock Creek, a large tributary of the

Matilda, his loyal Labrador retriever-

sit among the flowers on the upper eleva-
tion of the White Garden.

The grounds and facilities are avail-
able for rent year round

for weddings and oth-

er special events. For
intimate weddings, the
Summer House, the

Bowling Green, and the

White Garden, with

its circular paths that
wind through two lev-
els of gardens and

-4 under a waterfall, are

W favorites. Other cou-
ples tie the knot on the

scenic pier overlooking

LmE to ieip main- Lake Althea, or in the
formal English Channel

TTo Jacksboro
Lake Mineral
Wells State Park

Maddux Road

Mineral To Fort Worth
We"ls Watherford

gCek BOTAICALPAR 20

Toln Brazos River -MNE

To StephenvilleWEL

Brazos River, in an area once inhabited by sev-
eral Native American tribes, including the Co-
manche. Camping, swimming, fishing, boating,
rock climbing, mountain biking, and hiking.
Boat, canoe, and kayak rentals. Call 940/328-
1171; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

The Lake Mineral Wells State Trailway ("Rails
to Trails"), a 20-mile, 10-foot-wide trail that be-
gins northwest of Weatherford and travels west-
ward to downtown Mineral Wells, is used by
hikers, bicyclists, and equestrians. The Mineral
Wells Trailhead is 4 blocks south of US 180,
adjacent to US 281; 940/328-1171.

Memorial Rose Garden, honoring Air Force Col.
Donald R. Burns, is at 2600 S. US 281, inside
Mineral Wells' Woodland Park Cemetery.

For information on other local attractions and
lodging and dining, write to the Mineral Wells
Area Chamber of Commerce, Box 1408,
Mineral Wells 76068; 940/325-2557 or 800/
252-6989; www.mineralwellstx.com.

Garden, where crape myrtles and tiered
shrubs, embroidered with subtle white
lights, brilliant blooms, and shooting
fountains, create a storybook setting.
Two of the sites allow for arrival in a

horse-drawn carriage.

Spring is in the air, so plan your trip
to Clark Gardens Botanical Park, where
fragrant bouquets, delightful vistas, and
educational opportunities abound. Bet-
ter yet, make tracks to Clark Gardens'
upcoming garden-train festival. All
aboard! *

Waco writer LANA ROBINSON wrote about
"The Lay of the Land, Texas Farm Country" in
the January issue.

CAROLYN BROWN of Dallas photographed
our March 2003 story on McKinney's Heard
Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary.
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FUNING 
Y FUN FINDS ALONG THE ROAD

SHOP AND DINE IN MR. TRAVIS' NEIGHBORHOOD

Bracken Village BY MAXINE MAYES

NEAR the southern tip of Comal

County, on a stretch of El Camino

Real (The King's Highway), lies the

German-rooted community of Brack-

en. At the edge of town sits a retail com-

munity called Bracken Village, 10 acres

of pastoral, oak-shaded grounds and

gardens dotted with restored, German-

style houses dating from the 1880s

to the 1920s. Picket-fenced yards, a

gingerbread-trimmed gazebo, winding,

granite-graveled pathways, and sev-

eral rustic outbuildings complete the

impression that a Victorian village

has been re-created for a movie set.

Bracken Village is the vision of Ron

Travis, a commercial painting contractor

with a degree in environmental design, a

minister, an avid antique collector, and a

passionate student of Texas history, espe-

cially the period of the German influx

into Central Texas. If a Texas History

Channel existed, Ron could narrate each

segment in his deep pulpit voice without

a script.

In 1988, Ron and his brothers, part-

ners in the family painting business start-

ed by their great-grandfather, bought 10

acres of a pioneer farmstead in Bracken.
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delectable treats on the menu.

The acreage came with a big red barn,
:wo houses, blacksmith shop, carriage

barn, chicken coop, and washhouse.

When each brother decided to go "solo,"

Ron retained the property and renovated

one house for his office and the barn for

a paint warehouse. But, after restoring the

barn, he decided, "I'm not going to store

paint in this beautiful barn." Instead, Ron

began to "collect" old houses, to "put

back a village that looks much like it

might have 100 years ago."

His plans were not drawn on paper,
unless you count sketches on the back of

napkins. "Everything has just evolved,"

Ron says. At first, he searched for his hous-

es, but soon they began "finding him" as

developers who were buying up farms

learned of his interest. In essence, they

would call and say, "Mr. Travis, I have an

old house [or barni, and I'm fixing to

bulldoze a road right through it for my

subdivision. If you want it, come get it."

The names of Ron's houses-the

Wiederstein house, the Burkhardt, Orth,
Helmke-Fischer, Spenrath-roll off his

tongue as if they were his children, and, in

a sense, they are. All of the structures

were neglected or abandoned, and some

were destined for demolition when he

"adopted" them and brought them

"home." And, like all proud parents, Ron

is full of stories about them. "The Wheel-

er house," he says, "belonged to a wheel-

wright who lived on Wagon Road. The

walls were covered with 1898 editions of

the San Antonio Express newspaper. The

house has no two-by-four studs in the

framing. It's supported exclusively by the

one-by-twelve exterior walls."

What distinguishes Bracken Village

from similar enterprises (such as Old

Town Spring near Houston) is the sense
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What distinguishes Bracken Village from similar enterprises is

the sense of intimacy, warmth, and goodwill that makes it a close-

knit neighborhood and more than just another shopping venue.

A
A longtime biruer and nature-lover, iorier Boston-
ian Jane Davis-Toerner runs The Curious Naturalist.

of intimacy, warmth, and goodwill that
makes it a close-knit neighborhood and
more than just another shopping venue.

So, "Welcome to the neighborhood-Mr.

Travis' neighborhood." Let me show you
around and introduce you to the shop-

keepers who are injecting new life into
the vintage homes while fulfilling their

own dreams.

Sisters Katy Brockman and Rachel

Dranselka operate Bless Your Heart and

Sole Sisters. "If you asked me in 5th
grade what I wanted to do," says Katy,
who has a marketing degree from Texas
A&M, "I would have told you that I
wanted to have my own store. I just love

to shop." Besides sharing the same alma
mater, these Aggie sisters think along the
same lines. "At market, we can look at a

wall with hundreds of items and pick out
the same two things." Bless Your Heart
is jam-packed with what Katy calls "girly
gifts like sparkly jewelry and accessories,
yummy candles, sassy greeting cards,
vintage furniture, and loads of pink."
Sole Sisters, next door, features shoes, of

course, clothes, and fashion accessories.

Ron Travis' big red barn is now Coun-

try Gatherings, and bolts of colorful wool
(instead of cans of paint) are stacked in

the hayloft, where Tricia, Ron's wife, teach-

es rug hooking. Downstairs, she sells prim-
itive and country home decor and choc-

olate fudge she stirs up herself. Texas
Mercantile, Tricia's second Village project,
showcases items like old-fashioned bibbed
aprons in a bluebonnet fabric, San Antonio
Spice candles, and Texas Traffic Jam, a
succulent blend of blueberries, strawber-
ries, raspberries, and blackberries.

At Minas De Taxco, a jewelry store
that "roosts" in a reclaimed chicken
coop, Rosalinda Brinson oversees cre-
ations of colorful stones and fine sterling
silver from Mexico (Rosalinda and her
husband have another store on San
Antonio's River Walk). Piles of bright,
imported bangles fill the original nesting
boxes still tacked to the walls of the circa-
1903 structure, the finery gleaming in
brilliant contrast to the tiny building's
weathered gray.

BRACKEN VILLAGE is just west of 1-35,
at 18771 FM 2252 (Nacogdoches
Rd.), on the northeastern outskirts of
San Antonio (just south of Garden Ridge).
From 1-35, exit at Loop 1604, go west about
2 miles to Nacogdoches Rd. (FM 2252), then
north 2.5 miles. Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6 (some
shops open Sun); closed New Year's, Thanks-
giving, and Christmas days. For information, call
Ron Travis at 210/651-6935.

Sue Moore, a transplanted New York-

er, once owned a nail and tanning salon,
but she always wished for a boutique.
Her wish became reality with 23 Skadoo,
a boutique housed in a rail-worker's home
built by the International-Great Northern
Railroad. The shop is stocked with home
accents, such as La-Tee-Da! fragrance
lamps, and "wearable art and accessories,"
including Sue's favorites, Laurel Burch
handbags.

An "Achieving Your Dreams" segment

Boerne
The be stof the Hill Country is
just minutes from San Antonio.

(huck Wagon Cook-off & Neutage Gathering
Marh4
Gbolo Wilderness Trail
Native Plant Sale
April 1
Antique Tractor Slow
and Pll
April15
Ubolo Songsand Stories
April 15, 29. May 13
Parade of Artists
April 22-23
Art inthe Park

1407 S Main St " Boerne, TX 78006j
www.visitboerne.org 888.842.8080

C~drPak xs gateway
betwe n the world famous

attractionsof-Austin and
the glorious Hill Country.
Come visit our web site at
www.cityofcedarpark.org
or call (512 258-412-1
to learn more about Texas'

Year-R un 0 TAygr HIGA.
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Jane Anderson serves Patty Rodriguez
(left) and Carolyn Tisdel. Won't you
be my neighbor? Bracken Village J 1
is the ever-expanding dream of
owner Ron Travis (right)..

on Oprah inspired Air
Fnrce retiree Saindrai Boh-

lander to open Grandma's Attic. As a

child, Sandra dreamed of owning a red

VW bug and her own business. "After

watching that show," Sandra says, "I

went out and purchased a red VW bug

and rented a building!" She and her sister,
Candace Harris, carry scads of collect-

ibles, including Jacqueline Kent dolls,
Forchino comic figurines, and Tracy

Porter teapots.

"A flight theme runs through a lot of

my work," says Bryan Kelly, of Kelly's

Art & Design. His father, a U.S. Navy

pilot during World War II and the Korean

War, inspired Bryan's passion for paint-

ing and photographing vintage military

aircraft. Particularly intriguing are his

"ghost images of aircraft," created

through double exposure, giving the pho-

tos a "mystical quality." Bryan's work

also includes landscapes and prints from

Italy, and he offers sensitive restorations

and enhancements of old black-and-

white WWII-era photos.

A shop with the whimsical name And

The Bead Goes On will probably call to

you, even if you're not into beading.

Though sisters Susan Offermann and Ellen

Hughes do offer classes in bead stringing

and bead weaving, they also sell stunning

handmade jewelry, fashion accessories,
and antiques. "The old Jonas house where

we're located just has good 'karma,' and

the serene setting of the village seems to

stir the creative juices," says Susan.

Jerry and Kay Thomason, at Garden

Fantasy, offer everything needed to dress

up outdoor spaces-statuary, flags, foun-

tains, and more-but they specialize in

live plants, including beautiful hanging

baskets of bougainvillea.

The rooms of Carriage Hill, owned by

mother and daughter Jane and Marijke

Dunfield, hold a medley of
treasures, such as jeweled

cloisonne figurines-peacocks,
cats, hummingbirds, butter-

flies-with matching neck-

laces tucked inside.

Don't go to Bawdsey Man-

or British Tearoom with the

preconceived notion that it's

the type of place where ladies

with gnat-sized appetites nib-

ble on watercress sandwiches and sip tea

from fragile cups. Although the Manor

does serve finger sandwiches, and tea is

poured into delicate Staffordshire china

cups, the popular lunchroom can also sat-

isfy a linebacker's hunger with hearty en-

trees like Shepherd's Pie followed by

scrumptious scones (continued on page 58)

CONTACT INFORMATION (the area code is 210):

SLOPS And The Bead Goes On, 651-3363;
Bless Your Heart, 651-1000; Carriage Hill,
651-0933; Country Gatherings, 651-4470;
Garden Fantasy, 651-4638; Grandma's Attic,
651-3090; Kelly's Art & Design, 651-3390;
Minas De Taxco, 651-6019; Sole Sisters,
651-4864; Texas Mercantile, 651-5303; The
Curious Naturalist, 651-0446; 23 Skadoo,
651-6512. (Curves, the women's exercise fran-
chise, occupies one other house.)

RESTAURANTS Bawdsey Manor British Tea-
room, 651-7500; Marci's Cafe, 651-6644.

EVENTS Festivities at the Village include a Girl's
Night Out Shopping & Chocolate Extravaganza
(Feb.), Queen for a Day (May), Fifties Weekend
(Sep.), and the biggest event, a Charles Dickens
Christmas (early Dec.). Call 651-6935 for specifics.
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IT'S EASY to request more

Information from the advertisers

in this issue.

Simply locate the red reader

service number to the left of

the advertiser's name, and

circle the corresponding number

on the card at right-you can

request information from as

many advertisers as you wish.

REMEMBER to provide

your name and address,

and mail the postage-paid

card today. Or, log on to

www.texashighways.com

and request more information

online. For even faster

service, fax your card to

1-888-847-6035.

PRODUCT ORDERS!

To order by phone, call

1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Mon-Fri 7am-10pm Central
Sat 8:30am-5pm Central

Visa e MasterCard
Discover - American Express

Or visit
www.texashighways.com

TETRAVEL MAGAZINE AF TEXAS

H I G H W A Y S
www.texashighways.com

Please circle the numbers below that match the red numbers on the Advertiser Guide to the left.

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66

Please print FREE
Name - -

ADVERTISING
Address 

__ __ I N FORM AT10 N
City _ State Zip

Card expires 9/1/06 060301

T H E TR A V E L M A G A Z IN E O F T E X A S

H I G H W A Y S

www.texashighways.com

Please circle the numbers below that match the red numbers on the Advertiser Guide to the left.

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66

Please print

Name -

Address

City

Card expires 9/1/06

FREE
ADVERTISING
INFORMATION

ZipState
060301

TrIT MAGAZINE S Product Order Form
HE I S G X HR WR A Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways)

COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER Charge my: D Visa Q MasterCard
Name Q Discover E American Express

Street Address
Card number

Daytime Phone Number ( ) Espiration date

n case we have any questions regarding your order)Sgatr
-Signature

item # Size Description . Price $ Total Product order must
include payment.

Credit card orders
are also accepted
by phone.
By state law,

Product Total shipping and

Shipping & Handling (See ad for chart) handling charges
sUBTOTA. are taxable.

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).
TOTAL 4C6P
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avy Crockett Collection
ien his fellow Tennesseans didn't reelect

m to Congress, the already famous Davy
ockett announced, "You may all go to hell,
id I will go to Texas." His feisty words are
ominently featured on each product in this
electionn. The mugs and T-shirts also feature
Texas Star and the words "TEXAS THE LONE
rAR STATE" on the alternate side.

Great State

Davy Crockett Cap
Color: Navy with white embroidered lettering
100% cotton, adjustable buckle strap

#38117.......$15.95

Davy Crockett T-Shirt
Heavyweight, 100% preshrunk cotton

Navy with white screen-printed
uttering

Machine-washable
Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL

#38116.......$17.95

Davy Crockett Mug
Microwave and dishwasher safe
E Ceramic, holds 16 ounces
Color: Blue and white
#37113.......$10.95

Off the
Bea Off the Beaten Path

-Texas
A Guide to Unique Places
6th Edition, 2005, 281 pages,
51/2" x 8" paperback with

maps, black-and-white illustrations

#36123.......$13.95

'Up to $25.00 ...............$4.50 $150.01 to $175.00...........$18.50

$25.01 to $35.00 .......... $6.50 $175.01 to $200.00...........$19.00
$35.01 to $60.00 .......... $9.50 $200.01 to $225.00 ........... $20.00
$60.01 to $75.00 ......... $11.50 $225.01 to $250.00...........$21.00
$75.01 to $100.00 ....... $13.00 $250.01 to $275.00...........$22.00
$100.01 to $125.00 ...... $16.50 $275.01 to $300.00...........$23.00
$125.01 to $150.00 ...... $17.50 $300.00+ .... FREE (Regular Handling)

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks for REGULAR U.S. delivery.

EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add $10 for orders totaling up to
$175; for orders totaling more than $175, call 512/486-5887. Express handling
is not available for PO. boxes or outside the continental U.S.

SALES TAX is required by state law for merchandise, shipping, and handling.
Please add 8.25% sales tax to your final total for orders shipped to Texas addresses.

History of TEXAS
Coffee Mug
Holds 15 ounces
Microwave and dishwasher safe

#37324.......$9.95 each

Scenic Driving Texas
2005, 224 pages, 6" x 9" paperback
Black-and-white photos, 32 drives through
some of Texas' most spectacular scenery.
Contains itineraries, historical and area
highlights, side trips, and travel tips.

#36333.......$15.95

s T

Garden Flowers-Portfolio of Note Cards
10 cards, 10 envelopes, 5 each of 2 images
Approximate Size: 6" x 4 1/4"

#35140.......$10.00

Texas Highways
Custom Slip Case

Color: Hunter Green
Holds 12 issues

#34105.......$10.95

To order, call 1-800-839-4997.
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Or visit www.texashighways.com.
You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop at 150 E. Riverside, Austin.

To order by mail, please send payment to
Texas Highways, PO Box 51564, Boulder, CO 80322-1564.

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover
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(continued from page 56) made from a re-

cipe dating to 1880. The Manor's propri-

etors, Vicki Seder and Chris Thomas, are

sisters and natives of England, so they do,
of course, offer an authentic High Tea (by

reservation). Customers who visited them

when the shop was just across I-35 in

Schertz will be happy to know that they

still also sell a wide array of British foods

and other products.

A Bengal cookstove, an old-fashioned

icebox, and other antique kitchen equip-

ment look right at home in Marci's Cafe,
_n the circa-1880s Helmke-Fischer house.

Marci Price, a former clinical researcher

turned restaurateur, serves up savory soups

and sandwiches and luscious desserts like

Banana Split Pie.

Back in Boston, Jane Davis-Toerner was

active in the Massachusetts Audubon So-

ciety and worked for two different wild-

life sanctuaries. "But," says Jane, "I often

dreamed of having a country store where

people would come to gossip and purchase

a newspaper and a coffee. Now they come

to The Curious Naturalist to buy a field

guide to birds or a cardinal-decorated cof-

fee mug, and chat about that blasted squir-

rel that gets to their bird feeder every day."

As I write, a few of the houses are

vacant, but probably not for long. Folks

will come, exclaiming over the beautiful

restoration work, admiring the setting,
and asking, "When can I move in?" On

moving day, the other shopkeepers will

saunter over, offering assistance and bear-

ing a covered dish.

Well, maybe not a covered dish, but who

knows. It is that kind of neighborhood.

MAXINE MAYES wrote about Choke Canyon State
Park for the August 2005 issue.

E... The Yee-Hawww Sisterhood (continued from page 13)

"I almost fell off my mule chucklin',"

said Dala, looking tough in her black hat.

"I tossed her my lead rope and told her,
'Just shut up, hang on, and close your

eyes.' "Thank God I had my Depends

on," deadpanned Katrina.

Was she joking?

IN THE SPRINGTIME, the Watterson
Ranch bursts with wildflowers-particu-

larly bluebonnets, which dot the rolling

blackland prairies with a vibrant purply-

blue. Creamy-white Charolais cattle graze

in the distance. Pecan trees and live oaks

provide random bits of shade, and if you're

lucky, you'll spot wild turkey and deer.

Sandy Creek, a Colorado River tributary

that's as rocky as it is sandy, slices out

a steep bluff in the middle of the property.

Crossing Sandy Creek by horseback

makes for an experience straight out of a

classic Western. It should come as no

At the Amateur Cowgirl
Rodeo, participants vie for

silver buckles in competitions

of cloverleaf barrel-racing,

goat-tying, and racing a horse

pulled inner tube.

surprise, then, that John Wayne's The

Cowboys-a coming-of-age film in which

a group of young boys pull together to

help get a ranch-"'

er's herd to mar-

ket-is one of

Trina's favorite

movies.

"When every-

one's on horses,

we're all equal,"
says Trina. "Out

here on the ranch,

women accom-

plish things they Sheila league ot Bryan pre-

never thought pares to dress a goat.

they'd be able to do. The sense of cama,

raderie is incredible."

"It's very hard nowadays to find places

to ride, other than the side of the road,"

says Linda Bland. "More and more, we're

looking to ride on ranches-it's more re-

laxed, and there's usually pretty scenery."

While you must provide your own horse

to participate in the Cowgirl Weekend,
Trina and Scott offer other horse-riding

adventures year round for those who

would like to borrow one of theirs.

"One of our most popular rides is our

sunset ride," says Trina. "We can take a

couple out for a trail ride, leave them for

the sunset, then bring them back to the

bunkhouse for cowboy cooking over the

campfire." Scott, who's as quiet as Trina is
gregarious, tends to the Dutch oven and

serves up awesome chili, brisket, ranch beans,
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With Loretta Newland of Iola expertly maneuver-
ing her horse, Linda Bland of Angleton whoops it
up in an inner tube.

and other classic cowboy concoctions.

Since I was riding near the front of the

group with Trina, I sometimes looked be-

hind me to see a glorious sight: a long trail

of horses-and-riders spilling over the

green, bluebonnet-speckled hillsides. I set-

tled into my saddle and began to feel com-

fortable, gently guiding Partner along the

trail. In the glittering ribbon of Sandy

Creek, horses lowered their heads to

drink, the solid sounds of clomping

hooves mixing with excited whinnies and

blustery exhalations. And then, some-

where in that long trail of strength and

beauty, we heard whoops and hollers, and

someone shouted, "Let's rodeo!"

The rodeo, some might say, separated

the cowgirls from the cowards. After the

trail ride, yours truly limped away-

weak-kneed and trembly-and took a

nap and a hot shower at a nearby bed-

and-breakfast. The Real Cowgirls still

had lots of work to do. They loaded their

trailers and set up camp at the rodeo site;

fed, watered, and brushed their horses;

and donned spangly blouses and tight

jeans. And they steadied themselves for

the challenges they'd signed up for.

At starting time, the bleachers sur-

rounding the dusty arena at Smithville's

Riverbend Park groaned with spectators,

and volunteers working the concessions

stand passed out popcorn and soda at a

furious pace. The rodeo clown-outfitted

in an orange fright wig and a kaleido-

scopic costume-made the kids laugh

and helped stir up the crowd. Emcee Cliff

Gilland quieted the booming music to

make a few announcements, and then

cowgirl Tammy Aaron of Caldwell, who

keeps herself busy with five horses, four

dogs, two cats, a rat, and a husband,
sang a graceful version of "The Star

Spangled Banner." Linda Bland, preparing

for her run at the barrel race, shouted out,

MEANWHILE, BACK AT WATTERSON RANCH...

Trail rides are available on the Watterson Ranch
year round. Fees: Rent a horse for $50 (11/2-
hour guided ride), or bring your own horse for
$15 per day. The Millers love to do customized
rides and adventures, so ask.

Adjacent to the Watterson Ranch, the 9E Ranch
offers 3 cottages on 300 wooded acres. Call
512/497-9502; www.9Eranch.com. Find other
places to stay and eat in Smithville at www.
smithvilletx.org; click on "lodging" and "restau-
rants" under "Member Categories."

"Don't worry, ladies! I have two bras on!"

From there, it was all a blur. A spirited

grand-entry parade brought everyone

into the arena, and the competitions

began. An electronic eye kept tabs on

which horse-and-rider team won races,
and every so often, a truck circled the

arena to smooth out the hoof-dug divots.

When it was all said and done, Cindy

Due and Ginger Rayburn of Lufkin won

silver belt buckles, but everyone sported

big smiles (and lots of dust). Dala Hil-

scher's dog Cadillac, a Chihuahua-blue

heeler known in certain circles as a cham-

pion hog-bayer, wagged his tail as con-

gratulations made the rounds. Even Cad-
illac seemed to enjoy the camaraderie.

Asked about her favorite part of the

rodeo, Tammy Aaron replied, "Besides
the physical part? Getting to meet new

people and sharing all the stories. Watch-

ing Trina encourage people to shine

where they shine brightest."

Associate editor LORI MOFFATT's story on Austin's
weird and wacky 37th Street holiday-lighting display
appeared in the December 2005 issue.

THE OTHER PLACE RESORT
A destination for every generation.

New Braunfels, Texas
(830) 625-5114

www.theotherplaceresort.com
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TEXAS

WELCOME TO THIS MONTH's sampling of

events throughout the Lone Star State.

SEND FUTURE EVENT INFORMATION TO: Texas

Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009;

fax: 512/486-5879; email: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us

LISTING DEADLINES: Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1;

Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1; Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1;

Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1

BECAUSE OF SPACE LIMITATIONS, we can't print every event we receive.

Please note that dates sometimes change after we go to press. You may want to

confirm a particular event by calling the number listed with the festivity or by

contacting the local chamber of commerce or convention and visitors bureau.

FOR INFORMATION ON ANY DESTINATION IN TEXAS: Call 800/452-9292
toll-free from anywhere in the U.S. and Canada, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Central Time. A professional travel counselor at one of the Texas Department

of Transportation's Travel Information Centers will answer your Texas travel

questions, provide routing assistance, send brochures

(including the official Texas State Travel Guide and map),

and advise you of any emergency road conditions.

FOR A QUARTERLY, MORE DETAILED SCHEDULE OF

events, write for a free copy of the Texas Events Calendar,
Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. For an online listing of

events, go to www.texashighways.com.

1
EL PASO

University Choirs
915/747-5606

1-5
EL PASO

Siglo de Oro Drama Festival
915/532-7273

3-5
ODESSA

The Lion, The Witch
& The Wardrobe
432/580-3177

3, 18
EL PASO

Live Music at the Magoffin
915/533-5147

4
DEL RIO

Main Street Market
830/774-3277

4-5
EL PASO

The Bruce Nehring
Consort

915/534-7664

6-7
ODESSA

Rope America
806/745-6110

9
DEL RIO

Battle on the Border
Fishing Tournament

830/775-3551

10
EL PASO

Pianist Oscar Macchioni
915/747-5606

10-11
ODESSA

The Dracula Century
432/550-5456

West Texas Relays
432/333-7890

11-12
EL PASO

Wyler Aerial Tramway Expo
915/562-9899

11-18
FORT DAVIS

Cactus & Succulent Festival
432/364-2499

12
DEL RIO

Gentlemen Prefer Blondes
830/775-0888

16-18
EL PASO

The Tales of Hoffman
915/581-5534

17
EL PASO

Riverdance
915/544-8444 or

800/714-5331

17-19
EL PASO

Juntos por Mexico
915/588-5743

18
DEL RIO

Winter Visitors Day
830/774-7568

18-19
EL PASO

Habitat for Wildlife
Weekend

915/521-1850

18-Apr 9
EL PASO

The Little Mermaid
915/820-1794

22
EL PASO

UTEP Wind Ensemble
915/747-5606

23
EL PASO

UTEP Symphony Orchestra
915/747-5606

24-26
MIDLAND

Scottish/Irish Faire
432/520-6412

ODESSA
Odessa College Rodeo

432/561-8978

25
MIDLAND

Midland-Odessa
Symphony & Chorale

Pops Concert
432/563-0921

" "" Dowihorne
A place where "Howdy" is more than a greeting:..

it's a genuine spirit no one forgets!

The Museum at the George Bush Presidential Library I Fine Dining
Historic Downtown Bryan * Texas A&M University
Messina Hof Winery & Resort " Art Galleries I Coffee Shops
Golf and Recreation * Unique Shopping . Easy Access

BRYAN-COLLEGE STATION
C ON V O N N AND V I SI T O R S BU R E A U

For Information Take a Trip To: or Call:
www.visitaggieland.com 800.777.8292

26
EL PASO

Malena Cano
915/772-3905

1-5
HARLINGEN

Men's Professional
Tennis Tournament
956/412-4120

1.19
HOUSTON

(began Feb 28)
Houston

Livestock Show & Rodeo
832/667-1000 or
713/629-3700

2
GALVESTON
Broadway Jr.

409/765-1894 or
800/821-1894

2-5
FULTON

Oysterfest
361/790-8362

2-4, 9-11
LAKE JACKSON

Cabaret
979/265-7731

3
ORANGE

The Trip to Bountiful
409/745-5535 or

800/828-5535

3-4
BRAZORIA

Heritage Celebration
979/798-9250

3-5
BEAUMONT

Golden Triangle
Home Show

409/951-5400

HOUSTON
Swan Lake

713/227-2787

3-5, 9-11
VICTORIA
Deathtrap

361/576-6277

3-5, 10-12
HARLINGEN

Little Shop of Horrors
956/412-7529

4
ALVIN

Arts & Crafts Show
281/756-3784

BROWNSVILLE
Atlantic Brass Quintet

956/882-7025

GALVESTON
The Trip to Bountiful

800/821-1894

HUMBLE
NatureFest

281/446-8588

ROSENBERG
Railroad Festival
281/633-2846

4-26
HOUSTON

Houston Grand Opera
713/228-6737 or

800/626-7372
9

BEAUMONT
Tony Waag's

Tap City
409/835-5483

9, 11-12, 17-19
HOUSTON

Houston Ballet
713/227-2787

10-12
BEAUMONT

Monster Truck Jam
409/833-7747

HOUSTON
River Oaks Garden Club

Azalea Trail
713/523-2483

10-12, 17-19
BROWNSVILLE
Anything Goes

956/542-8900

10-Apr 23
HOUSTON
FotoFest

713/223-5522

11
SURFSIDE BEACH

St. Patrick's Day Parade
979/233-2200

11-12
BROWNSVILLE

Air Fiesta
956/541-8585

12
CORPUS CHRISTI

Maine
361/980-1949

HOUSTON
Vienna Philharmonic

713/227-4SPA

13
HARLINGEN

Maine
956/430-6690

14-26
HOUSTON

Disney's Beauty & the Beast
713/558-TUTS or
888/558-3882

16
HOUSTON

Soweto Gospel Choir
713/284-8350
or 284-8352

18
GALVESTON

Helikon Opera's
Die Fledermaus
409/765-1894

St. Patrick's Day Bike Parade
409/737-1222

PORT ARTHUR
Taste of Gumbo
409/727-3392
or 982-7716

PORT NECHES
Trade Day on the Avenue

409/722-4023
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18-19
CORPLS CHRISTI

Seashore Marketplace
361/,79-6989

SPRING
SpringFest

281/288-2;55 or
800,-653-8696

19
LA PORTE

Fords of the 50s
Car Show & Ficnic

281/479-2431
or 599-7920

GRANGE
Heli cn Opara's
Die Fladernaus

409/'45-5535 or
800/828-5535

20-25
NE)ERLA D

Heritage Fes:ival
409,'-22-0279

24
A LVIN

Men Who Cook
281,331-5559

OP.ANGE
Thoroughly MooErn Millie

409/'45-5535 or
800,828-5535

24-26
HJUSTCN

Bayou Ciy Art Festival
713/521-0133

25
CORFLS C-RISTI

MS Walk
800,1344-C867

25-26
GALVESTJN

Thoroughly MooErn Millie
409/

765-'894

HARLINGEN
Flower SIow

956/421-2039

HOUSTCNJ
Woodland Heights Home Tour

832/814-9808

NURSERY.
Antique Truc< & Tie ctor Show

361/578-8484

25-26
TOMBALL

German Heritage Festival
281/379-6844

27
HARLINGEN

Thoroughly Modern Millie
956/430-6690

30-Apr 2
GALVESTON
FeatherFest

Birding & Nature Festival
888/425-4753

31
BEAUMONT

Symphony of Southeast Texas
Pops Concert

409/892-2257 or
888/849-7678

31-Apr 1
GALVESTON

Missoula Children's Theatre
Robin Hood

409/765-1894

31-Apr 2
BAYTOWN

Sordid Lives
281/424-7617

HARLINGEN
Dearly Departed
956/412-7529

ROSENBERG
Spring Fling Car Show

713/774-2945

2-4
AUSTIN

UIL
Girls High School Basketball

State Championships
512/477-6060

3
AUSTIN

Maria Schneider Orchestra
512/471-1444 or
800/687-6010

3-4
LAMPASAS
Quilt Show

512/556-2224

,SoIVad, c i 1

3-8
UVALDE

Robin Hood
830/278-4184

4
BOERNE

Chuck Wagon Cookoff
& Heritage Gathering

830/249-6007
or 336-3364

FREDERICKSBURG
Fredericksburg Peach Opry

210/831-3272

LUCKENBACH
Texas Independence Day

Celebration
888/311-8990

4-5
AUSTIN

Austin Chocolate Festival
512/637-0479

5
AUSTIN

Estonian Philharmonic Choir
512/471-1444 or
800/687-6010

Zilker Park Kite Festival
512/448-5483

or 647-7488

9
KERRVILLE

University of Houston
Wind Ensemble
830/896-5727

9-11
AUSTIN

UIL
Boys High School Basketball

State Championships
512/477-6060

10-11
BRACKETTVILLE

Fort Clark Springs Festival
830/563-9608

10-19
AUSTIN

SXSW Conferences & Festivals
512/467-7979

11

GEORGETOWN
Market Day

512/868-8675

s

i

11
ROUND ROCK

National Alliance
for Autism Research

Walk
972/960-6227

11-12
AUSTIN

FACET
Fine Art Show

512/302-5029

BO ER NE
Market Days

830/249-5530 or
210/844-8193

11-18
FREDERICKSBURG

Bicycle Tour
806/499-3210

or 683-6489

11-25
AUSTIN

Star of Texas
Fair & Rodeo

512/919-3000

14
BRACKETTVILLE

Winter Visitors Day
830/563-2580

KINGSLAND
Winter Texans Dinner

325/388-6211

17
AUSTIN

Judy Collins
512/329-6753

17-19
FREDERICKSBURG

Trade Days
830/990-4900 or

210/846-4094

18
LUCKENBACH

Mud Dauber Fest
888/311-8990

NEW BRAUNFELS
Historic Homes Tour

830/629-2943
or 832-9699

18-19
AUSTIN

African Violet Show
512/243-2289

Artisans Festival
512/292-4200

GRUENE
Old Gruene
Market Days

830/832-1721

21-23
UVALDE

John Nance Garner
Texas Treasures

Celebration
830/278-5018

23
MASON

Country Opry
325/597-2119

24
AUSTIN

Ying Quartet
512/471-1444 or
800/687-6010

24-26
BANDERA
Trail Ride

830/796-4413

Come and unwind in the forest
with 36 holes of championship
golf, the Forest Oasis, fine dining,
a wonderful spa, and outdoor
recreatior. Only minutes from
world-class shopping. Call now to
plan your getaway 800.433.2624.

The Woodlands
RF SORT& NF HERENCE CENTER

Just 30 nnutfs from Houston
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TEXAs Events
25

AUSTIN
Gypsy Trail

Featuring Rajamani
512/329-6753

FORT McKAVETT
Living History Day
325/396-2358

JOHNSON CITY
Men's

State Chili Cookoff
& Barbecue

Championship
830/868-2223

LAKEHILLS
Fish Fry

830/751-2404

NEW BRAUNFELS
Gartenfest

830/629-2943

STONEWALL
Kite Day

830/644-2252

25-26
SABINAL

Wild Hog Festival
830/988-2709

26
KERRVILLE

MOMIX
830/896-5727

NEW BRAUNFELS
Mid-Texas Symphony

830/629-0336

30-Apr 2
BIG LAKE

National Cattle Dog
Championship
325/884-2980
or 884-5784

SAN MARCOS
Great Race Texas
888/200-5620

31
AUSTIN

Sergio & Odair Assad
512/300-ACGS

31-Apr 2
AUSTIN

Ballet Austin
512/476-2163

P I

2-4, 9-11, 17-18
ABILENE

Rose's Dilemma
325/673-6271

3
LUBBOCK

First Friday Art Trail
806/762-8606

3-5
LUBBOCK

Dance Tech: Artistry in Motioi
806/742-3603

4
ABILENE

Philharmonic
325/677-6710 or

800/460-0610

4-5
ABILENE

Home & Garden Show
325/698-4232
or 676-6211

BIG SPRING
Gem & Mineral Show

432/263-3340

4, 11, 18, 25
LUBBOCK

30th Annual Rodeo Series
806/794-2317

9
ABILENE
Artwalk

325/677-8389

11
WICHITA FALLS

Team Roping
940/423-6719

11-12
ABILENE

Clear Channel
Children's Fair & Expo

325/676-6211
or 676-7711

17
ABILENE
Marne

877/858-0300

17-19
SHAMROCK

St. Patrick's Celebration
806/256-2501

18
ABILENE

Marathon of the
Great Southwest
325/695-3400

18-19
ABILENE

Arts & Crafts Show
325/676-6211 or
877/839-2701

18-19
COLORADO CITY

Railhead Trade Days
325/728-3403

MINERAL WELLS
Clark Gardens Botanical Park

Garden Train Festival
940/682-4856

22-23
AMARILLO

Lone Star Ballet
806/372-2463

23-25
GRAHAM

Young County Rodeo
866/549-0401

25
AMARILLO

Kwahadi Kiva Ceremonials
806/335-3175

WICHITA FALLS
Wichita Falls Symphony

940/723-6202

25-26
BIG SPRING

Powwow
432/263-3255

WICHITA FALLS
Arts & Crafts Show

940/237-1510

30-Apr 1
LUBBOCK

ABC Pro Rodeo
806/775-2565

HUNTSVILLE
General

Sam Houston's Birthday
& Texas Independence

Celebration
936/294-1832 or

800/289-0389

3
LINDEN

Riders in the Sky
903/756-9934

3-5
LONGVIEW

Antique Show
903/297-8881

4
CONROE

Sounds of Texas
Music Series

936/441-7469

COWBOY CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

Saddle up and ride to the beautiful Texas Hill Country
Where The Fun Never Sets.

4
TYLER

Bill Cosby
903/566-7424

4-5
LONGVIEW
Train Show

903/753-9512

4, 11, 18, 25
LIBERTY

Opry on the Square
936/336-1079 or

800/248-8918

12
TEXARKANA

Soweto Gospel Choir
903/792-4992

16-19, 23-26, 30-Apr 2
RUSK

Dogwood
Steam Train Excursion

800/442-8951

17-19
LIBERTY

Thunder on the Trinity
Motorcycle Rally
936/336-6472

or 336-2775

LIVINGSTON
Trade Days

936/327-3656

TYLER
Market Center

903/595-2223

17-Apr 2
TYLER

Azalea & Spring Flower Trail
800/235-5712

18-Apr 1
NACOGDOCHES

Azalea Trail
888/653-3788

23
TEXARKANA

Thoroughly Modern Millie
903/792-4992

23-25
CENTER

March Madness Fest
936/591-0308

NACOGDOCHES
Nacogdoches County
Championship Rodeo

936/564-0849

24-25
LIBERTY

Liberty Jubilee
936/336-3684

24-26
TYLER

Historic Tyler Tour
903/595-1960

24-Apr 2
CONROE

Montgomery County
Fair & Rodeo

936/760-3631

25
LINDEN

Texas Music Awards
866/498-3927

LUFKIN
Greater East Texas

Gardening Extravaganza
936/634-6414

25-26
LONGVIEW

Landmarks of Longview
903/753-5840

31-Apr 8
HUNTSVILLE

Walker County Fair,
Rodeo, and

Barbecue Cookoff
936/291-8763

FORT WORTH
Cliburn Concerts presents

Violinist Joshua Bell
817/738-6536

2
DALLAS

Architecture Forum
214/764-2406

GONZALES
Texas Independence Day

Celebration
830/672-6532

SEGUIN
Toast to Texas

830/379-4833

2-12
ADDISON

Out of the Loop Festival
972/450-6232

2-16
WASHINGTON

Let the Convention Go On...
936/878-2214 or
888/273-6426

3-4
ARGYLE

Bluegrass Festival
940/464-7273

or 464-7434

HALLETTSVILLE
State Championship

42 Domino Tournament
361/798-2662

3-5
DALLAS

North Texas Irish Festival
214/823-4370

Spring Home
& Garden Show
972/732-6100

FORT WORTH
Fort Worth Symphony

817/665-6000

4
BELLVILLE

Market Day on the Square
979/865-3407

ELGIN
Market Day

512/263-2512

PLANO
Doll Show

817/496-4333

RICHARDSON
International

Young Artists Competition
972/744-4650

4-5
WASHINGTON

Texas Independence Day
Celebration

936/878-2214

5
COLLEGE STATION

Broadway Jr.
979/845-1234 or

888/890-5667

7
DALLAS

Juilliard Orchestra
214/692-0203

7-12
DALLAS

Phillips 66
Big 12 Men's & Women's

Basketball Championships
877/325-5272

FORT WORTH
Riverdance

817/332-2272

9
COLLEGE STATION

Soweto Gospel Choir
979/845-1234 or

888/890-5667

11
ATHENS
Triathlon

903/264-9622

BRENHAM
Flower & Garden Show

888/273-6426

CLEBURNE
Lawn & Garden Show

817/790-5003

COLUMBUS
1886 Stafford Opera House

Dinner Theatre
979/732-5135

COOPER
Hummingbird Bonanza

903/395-3100

11-12
DALLAS

World Golf Expo
800/831-3976

FORT WORTH
Dolly Johnson
Antique Show

254/622-2858

WACO
Antique & Collectible

Market
512/441-2828

17-18
DALLAS

The Merchant of Venice
214/670-8749

DUBLIN
Dublin Our Land

St. Patrick Festival
254/445-3422
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Cliburn Concerts presents acclaimed violinist Joshua Bell at the elegant Bass
Performance Hall in Fort Worth on March 1.

17-18
MADISONVILLE

Madison County Fair
Association Rodeo
936/348-3591

17-19
DALLAS

Dallas Quilt Celebration
972/480-5939

NCAA Men's Basketball
Tournament

214/665-4797

McKINNEY
Trade Days

972/562-5466
or 542-7174

17-19, 24-26, 31-Apr 2
PALESTINE

Dogwood Trails
903/723-3014 or
800/659-3484

18
BELTON

Texas Western Swing
Fiddling Showcase
254/939-8390

DALLAS
Dallas Bach Society's

Music from Chapel Royal
214/320-8700

DENTON
MS Walk

800/344-4867

PALESTINE
Car Show

903/729-8183

Dogwood Jamboree
800/659-3484

RICHARDSON
Mozart: A Birthday Soiree

972/473-7262

ROUND TOP
Market Fest

979/249-3308 or
888/273-6426

WAXAHACHIE
Spring Lawn & Garden

Expo
972/825-5175

19
DALLAS

Central Library
Sunday Concert Series

214/670-1400

Music at the Meadows
214/768-2516

MOULTON
Polka Fest

361/596-7205

WOODWAY
Gardeners Gathering

254/399-9204

20-24
MADISONVILLE

Madison County Fair
936/348-3591

21-Apr 2
DALLAS
Cavalia

866/999-8111

22-26
DALLAS

Disney on Ice
214/800-3000

22-Apr 16
DALLAS

Andrew Lloyd Webber's
The Phantom of the Opera

214/421-5678

23-26
COLUMBUS

Trailhead 2006
979/732-8385

23-25, 30-Apr 1
BRYAN

Key Largo
979/696-2787

23-26, 30-Apr 2
BRENHAM

The Heiress
979/830-8358

24-25
COLLEGE STATION

Museum of the American G.I.
Open House

979/690-0203 or
281/373-1304

24-25
DALLAS

Dallas Symphony
Orchestra

214/692-0203

MOMIX
214/768-3129

ROUND TOP
Herbal Forum
979/249-3129

24, 26
FORT WORTH

Fort Worth Opera
presents

La Boheme
817/212-4280

24-26, 31-Apr 2
GRAPEVINE

Grapevine Vintage Railroad's
Day Out with Thomas

214/428-0101

25
BRENHAM

Bluebell Fun Run
979/277-6570

DALLAS
Clavier Trio

214/520-2219

25
DALLAS

Artini: Art with a Twist
214/565-0200

DENISON
Arts & Wine
Renaissance

903/464-4452

GRANBURY
Brazos River
Music Fest

800/950-2212

GRAND SALINE
Bloomin' Festival
903/962-4257

LOCKHART
Rites of Spring

512/398-2818

SHERMAN
Charity Ball

903/957-0310

25-26
DENISON

Spring Art Tour
903/465-1551

GRANBURY
General Granbury's

Birthday Party
817/573-5299

HALLETTSVILLE
South Texas

Polka & Sausage Fest
361/798-2662

WASHINGTON
True Texas Women
936/878-2214 or
888/2 73-6426

26
COLLEGE STATION

Brazos Valley
Symphony Orchestra
979/779-6100

DALLAS
Chamber Music
at the Nasher

214/692-0203

Duo Renard
214/670-1400

PLANO
Plano Book Festival

972/839-9529

27
FORT WORTH

Jerry Jeff Walker
817/212-4280

HAMILTON
Spring Fling

254/386-3216

27
PLANO

Taste of Plano
214/205-8005

27-Apr 1
DECATUR

Wise County Youth Fair
940/627-3341

28
COLLEGE STATION

Peking Acrobats
979/845-1234 or

888/890-5667

29
FORT WORTH

The Three Musketeers
817/212-4280

29-Apr 9
ROUND TOP

Antiques Festival
979/249-4042

30
RICHARDSON

The Three Musketeers
972/ 744-4650

30-Apr 2
FAYETTEVILLE

Spring Antiques Show
979/865-5618

31-Apr 2
ADDISON

North Texas Jazz Festival
800/233-4766

DENTON
Texas Storytelling Festival

940/387-8336

FORT WORTH
Fort Worth Symphony

817/665-6000

2-4
FALFURRIAS

Funfest
361/325-3333

2-5
HIDALGO

BorderFest
956/843-2734

3
EAGLE PASS

Library Foundation
Wine Tasting & Silent Auction

830/773-2516

MISSION
Golf Tournament
956/585-9724

4
SAN ANTONIO

MS Walk
800/344-4867

11-19
MERCEDES

Rio Grande Valley
Livestock Show
956/565-2456

12
McALLEN

McAllen Street Market
956/682-2871

17
SAN ANTONIO

Alamo
Wreath Laying Ceremony

210/222-9016

17-19
SAN ANTONIO

Alamo Irish Festival
830/885-2096

17-26
EAGLE PASS

International Friendship
Festival

830/773-3224 or
888/355-3224

18
SAN ANTONIO

St. Patrick's Day
5-K Run & Fitness Walk

210/320-3717

St. Patrick's Day Parade
210/256-8927

Stiftungsfest
210/222-1521

19
SAN ANTONIO

St. Patrick's Day
River o' Green Parade

210/344-4317

23
McALLEN

International Food
Festival

956/682-2871

25-26
GOLIAD

Goliad Massacre/
Fort Defiance

Living History Program
361/645-3752

30-Apr 2
McALLEN

Texas Tropics
Nature Festival
956/682-2871
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Readers
RECOMMEND...
TIPS FROM OUR READERS

TRAVELERS in North Texas would do well to
check out The Last Straw, a restaurant just
outside Seymour. Owned by Kym and Glenn
Howe, the ranch house-turned-steakhouse is
a delightful slice of rural Texas, set in an area
that makes one expect to see John Wayne rid-
ing up the drive in a buckboard. The menu is
brief, consisting mostly of some of the finest
steaks ever to make your mouth water, cooked
exactly the way you order them. And the wait-
staff is among the best in Texas. No alcohol is
served, so if you like wine-or other drinks-
with your steak, bring it with you. You will be
delighted by the Old West atmosphere and
surprised by the way the restaurant got its
name [from the building's straw-bale con-
struction]. In good weather, dine on the patio
by the waterfall, and enjoy a beautiful Texas
sunset with your meal.

RAYMOND WOOLCEY, Huntsville

The Last Straw, at 2107 CR 221, opens Fri-Sat
for dinner. Call 940/889-2411 for reserva-
tions (strongly recommended) and directions.

A GREAT place to eat is Butcher Boys
Smokehouse & Deli in Nacogdoches-without
a doubt the best hamburger for your money
anywhere.

KURT HOCHSTEIN, The Woodlands

Butcher Boys is at 603 North St.; 936/
560-1137.

ON A recent trip to Boerne, we decided to
give a new restaurant a try. The Creek Restau-
rant is housed in a beautifully restored Victori-
an house with wonderful views of Cibolo Creek.
The lunch menu was inventive and delicious.
Homemade ice cream, sorbets, and cookies
were offered for dessert. The prices were very
reasonable, and the service was good. The din-
ner menu looked very interesting, too.

RAY AND MARTHA RHOADES, Spring

The Creek Restaurant is at 119 Staffel; 830/
816-2005.

IF YOU are in Victoria, you must go to Rose-
bud Fountain and Grill. Wonderful, home-
cooked food in a 1940s-era atmosphere.

Among their specialties are Philly-cheese-steak
sandwiches, fried pickles, and malt drinks.
NINA NOWAK

Rosebud Fountain and Grill is at 102 S. Main;
361/573-5111; www.rosebudfountain.com.

ANYTIME we can "rub" a couple of days
together, we head out for a scenic drive in
the Hill Country. And in doing so, we found
a gem: Maner Ranch Bed and Breakfast
[near Harper]. The working ranch has three
cabins with panoramic views that include wild-
flowers and wildlife. (Our trip usually includes
a shopping trip to Fredericksburg, and then
we head over to Kerrville for a wonderful din-
ner at Mamacita's.) Thank you to ranch owners
Stormy and Annette Maner for a wonderful
time, a beautiful place to stay, and Texas
hospitality!

DONNY AND PATTI GREEN, Whitehouse

Maner Ranch Bed and Breakfast is at 9744 N.
RR 783 near Harper (reservations required);
830/669-2434; www.manerranch.com. For
information on Fredericksburg, call the Freder-
icksburg Convention and Visitors Bureau at
830/997-6523 or 888/997-3600; www.

fredericksburg-texas.com. Mamacita's is at
215 Junction Highway (Texas 27) in Kerrville;
830/895-2441.

WE LOVE Taqueria Chihuahua in Giddings.
They have the best breakfast tacos, and the
homemade tortillas are made in front of you.
They are super!

RAY AND IDA MEJIA, Marble Falls

Taqueria Chihuahua is at 1865 E. Austin;
979/542-3927.

I TOOK a Sunday-afternoon drive north on
US 287 to Texas 148. I got hungry at Henrietta
and stopped at a small caf6 downtown called
As Good As It Gets. The name says it all!

ADRIAN BOYD

As Good As It Gets is at 109 S. Bridge St.;
940/538-7488.

Next month... No matter the weath-
er, you can always count on eye-popping
wildflowers in the pages of TH, and this
April's photo-spread will be no exception.
We'll also hit some highlights along US 281,
and explore the arts in San Angelo and
science and history at San Antonio's Witte
Museum. A colorful issue ahead!

4
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MY WIFE and I re-

cently went with a

church group on an

outing that included

a ride on the Yellow-

Stone paddlewheeler

on the San Bernard

River in Brazoria

County. It was really

a great trip.

WILLIAM M. PUTMAN,

Pearland

The 72-foot Yellow-

I i

The YellowStone paddlewheeler offers excursions for groups on the
San Bernard River.
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Stone paddlewheeler is
at the end of CR 519, on the San Bernard River in southern Brazoria County;

979/798-6574; www.yellowstoneboat.com (call ahead or use the e-mail link on

the Web site for directions and ticket prices). According to Captain Ken Wright,
"The leisurely, hour-and-a-half cruise follows the San Bernard River as it zigzags

across the coastal plain...in the shadow of the celebrated Brazos."

IF YOU KNOW OF A NOTEWORTHY LONE STAR ATTRACTION, RESTAURANT, EVENT, OR PRODUCT, WRITE OR E-MAIL:
Readers Recommend, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. E-mail: letterso5@texashighways.com. Space con-

straints prevent us from publishing every suggestion we receive. We reserve the right to edit items. Because we're un-
able to check out every item, and because hours vary and details can change, please call ahead for more information.

4



MICHAEL A. MURPHY

~wirdj

TFuFBALL FEVER WASHL D over Austin in January following the University of Texas
football team's victory in the Rose Bowl over the University of Southern California
Trojans. The UT Tower's orange lights and number "1," signifying the Longhorns'
national ranking, brought out scores of fans and photographers alike. This view of
the Tower at dawn includes famed sculptor Pompeo Coppini's Littlefield Fountain.

U To order a print of this photograph, see page 1.

March 2006 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 65

4OW



4,,.

Kf

r

A

%

Wi

y

ti

r


