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TxDOT

Don't look now, but TxDOT just
published a new brochure. Well,
almost new. After being out of
print for a couple of years, Texas-
A Quick Look has been revived
and redesigned. The 36-page
booklet gives a brief overview of
the state's history, a quick look at
the seven Texas regions, some lit-
tle-known facts, and includes sec-
tions on Texas birds, flowers,
state parks and official state sym-
bols. It's yours for the asking at
any of TxDOT's Texas Travel
Information Centers, or by calling

1-800-452-9292.

TDOC

Tracye McDaniel took over
the reins as director of tour-
ism following Darren Rud-
loff's resignation on August 29.
As head of the Department of
Commerce's Tourism Division,
Tracye directs the state's national
and international marketing cam-
paign, and oversees the division's
efforts in developing the tourism
industry through media relations,
product development and travel
industry sales. Since joining
TDOC in 1991, she has served as
travel industry sales program man-
ager and as the division's deputy
director. Give her a call at
512/462-9191.

COMING U P

A $5.6-million restoration project
that will return the State Cap-
itol grounds in Austin to its
early grandeur is more than
halfway complete. The Austin
American-Statesman reports by
January, the Great Walk that

i

leads to the Capitol's south significance will become a reality The El Paso Mission Trail
entrance will sport its original within the next two years. The Association announced plans
black-and-white concrete design. City of Temple's Railroad to bring back a piece of the Old
A wrought-iron Lone Star fence and Pioneer Museum will West at the historic jail in San
will once again encircle the lush oversee a $3-million project to Elizario, south of El Paso. The
parklike grounds and more than restore the Temple Santa Fe decision came in August when
a dozen crumbling monuments Depot to its 1910 look. When county commissioners rescinded
will return to their former luster. complete, the depot will house the ban on gunfight reenactments
Replicas of many items, now the expanded Railroad and Pio- on county property. Officials
long gone, will be closely repli- neer Museum and its archives, with the association have begun
cated from old photographs and research areas, the AMTRAK preliminary discussions with gun-
historical research. Not return- station, Temple Transit and the slinger groups, and hope to stage
ing, officials say, is the early- Temple Visitor Center. For gunfights between the "good
day custom of closing the gates details, call 817/778-6873. guys" and the "bad guys" on spe-
to keep the town cow off the cial occasions soon. If public
Capitol grounds. Texas Electric Railway response proves favorable, the

motor car No. 501 last rumbled association will consider schedul-
A bit of turn-of-the-century through Van Alstyne almost ing events each weekend. For
Austin will return to downtown 50 years ago. The Dallas Morn- more info, call 915/534-0677.
next spring. The Hill Country ing News reports a Dallas devel-
Flyer, the steam excursion train opment company has donated More than 1,500 international
that runs weekends from Cedar the car and one of the wooden tour operators from more than
Park to Burnet, will carry passen- freight cars it once towed to the 70 countries will converge at the
gers from the outskirts of town to Van Alstyne Main Street Program. Dallas Convention Center
the heart of the Capital City begin- Plans are to paint the 100-year- in May 2000 for the largest travel
ning March 1997. A million dol- old rail cars their original dark trade show in the world. The
lar project to upgrade the 16.3 green with gold lettering, restore Discover America Inter-
miles of tracks from McNeil Road the hardware and replace mis- national Pow Wow, sponsored
in North Austin to downtown will sing wheel assemblies and each year by Travel Industry of
begin soon. To book reservations brakes. When complete, proba- America (TIA), is considered the
or for more information, call bly within a year, No. 501 will most important event in selling
512/477-8468. become the city's visitor informa- the $80 billion inbound travel

tion center. For details, call the product. The TIA, which repre-
A major rail tourist attraction and chamber of commerce at sents all components of the $430
adaptive reuse project of national 903/482-6066. billion U.S. travel industry,

SOUTHERN EXPOSURE Ground was broken last
A month on the Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for

A C Latin American Folk Art in San Antonio. An $11-

" million, three-story east wing will be added to the
A San Antonio Museum of Art to house folk art col-

lected by the longtime U.S. envoy to Latin America.

So far the museum has acquired nearly 700 works of

art, which are expected to become part of the permanent

collection. The grand opening is planned for the fall of 1998.



invites the best producers of trav-

el from around the world.

Valley Greyhound Park in
Harlingen shut down in Sep-

tember 1995 because of a decline
in business. The $16.2-million

dog track could reopen as a high-

stakes bingo parlor and casino, if
the Kialegee Indians get their
way. The Dallas Morning News

reports the landless Indian tribe
in Oklahoma and Ladbroke
Racing Corporation, the
London-based owner of the park,
have been negotiating a deal for

several months. Harlingen Mayor
H. William Card Jr. said,
while negotiations are serious, a

number of legal questions involv-
ing Indian sovereignty and other
issues must be resolved. If the

move is approved, the Kialegees
would join the Tiguas of El Paso

and the Kickapoos near Eagle
Pass as operators of Las Vegas-
style casinos.

PLACES

The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department officially turned over
the daily operation of Port
Isabel Lighthouse State
Historical Park to the City of
Port Isabel, with the completion

last month of a new $320,000 vis-

itors center. The center, a replica

of the original lighthouse keep-
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TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD

1-800 PHONE TIC It's true
many non-Texans have a precon-

ceived notion of the Lone Star

State as a vast scorching desert,

where the natives seek shade
under giant cacti instead of tow-

ering trees. But we think one

caller took it a little too far. She
was planning a car trip from the
Southern states through Texas to

California, and was worried about

her cookies "going bad" from the
Texas heat. Counselor Brenda

Moum explained how she'd been

eating cookies in Texas for years,
and that the worst that could hap-

pen would be if the cookies reach
their "expiration date" while trav-

er's cottage, is staffed by the Port
Isabel Chamber of Commerce

and will soon showcase an inter-
pretive exhibit highlighting the
history of the lighthouse and the

old Fort Crockett site where the
center now stands. A major reno-

vation of the 143-year-old, 60-
foot-tall brick lighthouse is slated
for the spring of 1997. For more
info, call the chamber at 1-800-

527-6102.

Big Tex has been practicing his
Spanish since last year's State
Fair of Texas. When the gates

opened at Dallas' Fair Park on

September 27, the 52-foot tall,
motor-mouth cowboy greeted vis-
itors with "Hola, amigos" along
with his usual "Howdy, folks."
Dallas disc jockey Jim Lowe,
who's been the voice behind the
chicken wire and papier-mach6

since 1953, said he's working to
make his pronunciation a little
less gringo. After all, Big Tex
will bellow to folks 50 to 55
times a day through October 20.
For State Fair info, call 214/565-
9931. It's still not too late!

Experience the shocking truth
about electricity at The Science
Place in Dallas' Fair Park.
Interactive modules at the Experi-

eling through Texas and went
stale. So much for the Texas

mystique.

WICHITA FALLS TIC Mark
your calendar for Wednesday,
October 23, when the new center
makes its formal debut with rib-
bon cutting and dedication cere-
monies. Lone Star Radio 103
has offered to broadcast a free
live remote, and the Wichita Falls
C&VB will serve cookies and
punch. We're grateful it's going
to happen. Read on ...

When counselor Penny King
arrived at work early one morn-

ment Gallery exhibit allow par-
ticipants to explore the laws and
principles of science theories.
Visitors of all ages can learn
about air, electricity, gravity,
light and optics, math, pendu-
lums, waves and weather through

hands-on activities. On view
daily through January 5. Admis-
sion free during the State Fair.
For details, call 214/428-5555.

Revitalization efforts in down-

town Fort Worth continued last
month with the grand opening of

ing, it looked like a train had
come barreling through. The
grounds were in disarray and a

heavy, granite waste receptacle

had been smashed to pieces.
When she called the police, they
had already been on the scene.

Seems some Shriners were on
their way to a parade and were
towing their miniature circus train

behind a truck. With the weight
of the train, the truck's bumper
fell off and the train flew over the

embankment of the expressway,
bounced off the receptacle,
glanced off a couple of pecan
trees and went soaring into the
Wichita River.

Fort Worth Outlet Square.
Forty upscale retailers now occu-

py the mall space linking the twin
Tandy Center towers, on the
western edge of Sundance Square
at Third and Throckmorton

Streets. Besides Spiegel, Com-

puter City, American Tourister,
Nine West and Mikasa, shoppers
will find a dining court and

indoor ice-skating rink. Tourists

and conventioneers can take

advantage of the great prices. As
an added bonus, a free subway
shuttle will link mall visitors

TANKS A LOT Novem-

ber 19 marks the

grand opening of the

Texas Freshwater

Fisheries Center in Athens. The aquarium

and hatchery complex will feature more

than 300,000 gallons of aquariums. Visitors

can explore the secret habitat of a Hill

Country stream, stroll through an underwa-

ter world, Visit the Angler Hall of Fame and

Game Warden Memorial Garden, and fish to

their hearts' content at the casting pond.

Call 9031676-BASS for more info.



from free parking at Henderson

Street, off Texas 199. Open Mon-

day through Wednesday, 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m.; Thursday through
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., and
Sunday, noon to 6 p.m. Call the

mall at 1-800-414-2817.

Sea Center Texas in Lake
Jackson shut down its visitor
operations on September 22 _

to facilitate maintenance and
repairs. "The need for some
repairs have surfaced during the

first few months of operation,"

said manager Camilo Chavez.
"Because our visitation has been
so high, we didn't feel we could
conduct a thorough inspection,
make the necessary repairs and

keep the facility open at the same

time." Chavez-said most of the
repair items are routine, as with

any new facility of this type. The

center is expected to reopen in
December. For more info, call

409/292-0100.

NATURE TOURISM

A new infusion of federal trans-

portation dollars will have bird-
watchers winging their way to

Gulf Coast communities to spend

millions of dollars along the

Great Texas Coastal Bird.
ing Trail. The Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department
and the Texas Department
of Transportation will use
$739,965 in ISTEA monies to
complete the lower and upper

coast portions of the trail that ulti-
mately will stretch 624 miles from
Brownsville to the Blue Elbow
Swamp at the Louisiana state line.

The Central Texas Coast portion

of the $1.5-million project was set
in motion last September, when the

late renowned birding authority
Roger Tory Peterson and govern-

ment officials dedicated a small

oak motte in Rockport as the first
official trail site. Since then,
boardwalks, viewing platforms,
highway turnouts, hummingbird

gardens and signs have gone up in

such coastal communities as

Aransas Pass, Palacios and
Kingsville. When complete in
early 1998, the Great Texas

Coastal Birding Trail will feature
some 200 marked sites. For more
information, contact Madge
Lindsay, Nongame and Urban

Wildlife, Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department, 4200 Smith

School Road, Austin 78744.

MUSEUMS

The Contemporary Arts
Museum in Houston will be

T EXAS

0 TRIVIA
How did early

Texans ward off

maladies and evil

forces?
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LAST RESORT We got a Call
last month about "a resort

N designed for wild animals
where people can enjoy

their company." More

than 500 incredible
creatures make their home at the

Exotic Resort Zoo, just four miles

north of Johnson City on U.S. 281.
Visitors can climb aboard one of the

resort's vehicles for a guided tour and have
close encounters with exotic wildlife from

Africa, India, Europe and North America.
For details, call 210/868-4357.

closed for renovation, January 1
through May 1, 1997. During
this time, the museum will pre-

sent a number of off-site events.
Look for announcements on a
grand reopening exhibition in
May, which will help commemo-
rate the museum's 50th anniver-

sary year. Open Tuesday through
Sunday at 5216 Montrose Boule-

vard. For more info, call 713/
526-3129.

The Amon Carter Museum
in Fort Worth reopened last
month, just in time for its 35th

anniversary celebration. A 12-

week renovation project includ-
ed installing a revolving-door
main entrance to allow for better

control of temperature and
humidity in front galleries; refur-
bishing work in the main and
mezzanine galleries, and a new

gallery lighting system that will
allow a more accurate viewing of
color. Renowned throughout the
art world for its impressive col-
lection of American art, the
museum is home to masterpieces
by Frederic Remington, Charles
Russell, Winslow Homer and

Georgia O'Keeffe, and boasts
one of the foremost photography

collections in the U.S. Open
Tuesday through Sunday at 3501

Camp Bowie Boulevard. For

exhibit information, call 817/738-
1933.

EVENT S

The Smithsonian will bring
its biggest-ever traveling exhibi-

tion to Houston's George R.
Brown Convention Center,
December 6, 1996, through Jan-
uary 12, 1997. America's
Smithsonian will celebrate
the Institution's 150th anniver-
sary by showcasing more than

300 national treasures in several

U.S. cities. The collection
includes everything from first
ladies' gowns to famous inven-

tions and dinosaur bones. The
exhibition will run daily, 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m. Admission is free,
but tickets are required. Same-
day tickets can be picked up at
the convention center. To order

advance tickets, call 1-800-
913-TOUR at least five days
prior to attending. Telephone
orders require a $3.50 per ticket
service charge, but, still, what
a deal!



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 13,338 -.63 123,537 +15.02

Anthony 11,742 -12.22 131,499 -2.22

Denison 14,466 -27.03 146,823 -25.49

Gainesville 23,805 -11.81 270,156 -8.64

Langtry 6,516 +2.50 84,699 -2.18

Laredo 3,051 -63.40 105,942 +10.43

Orange 41,151 +2.64 561,561 +18.00

Texarkana 33,276 -25.07 426,261 -12.34

Valley 13,254 -15.19 281,904 +11.46

Waskom 41,922 +20.54 440,211 +1.06

Wichita Falls 15,156 +3.55 160,023 -2.46

Capitol Complex 6,603 -22.39 80,934 -18.56

1-800 Phone Center 9,195 -24.80 109,401 -37.19

CENTER TOTALS 233,475 -9.71 2,922,951 -2.75

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers
(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

Data as of September 30, 1996
*Compared to last year
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

49,226 1,063,354

SERVICES TO THE
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

TxDOT TRAX System This Mo. Y-T-D
Subscriber inquiries 45

Addresses offered 84,000

Addresses transmitted 23,190

Addresses transmitted 346,506


