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NOTICE !

If you enjoy Texas Travel Log and
want to continue receiving it, be

sure to complete the form on the
back cover and send it in, along
with the mailing label. You'll get

three chances to respond.

C O M I N G U P

The Stockyards National
Historic District in Fort
Worth celebrated the completion

of more than two years of con-

struction and renovation along

N. Main Street and Exchange
Avenue. The Dallas Morning
News reports the $11 million in
street, drainage and other infra-

structure improvements is the
first step in an ambitious master

plan to link the Stockyards,

Sundance Square and the Cultur-
al District, the city's three key
tourism areas. Helping visitors
move from one tourist spot to the

other is the goal of the linkage

plan. The areas will be tied

through signage, landscaping and
urban design. A fixed-rail or rub-
ber-tire trolley will transport visi-

tors from attraction to attraction.
Additional projects to draw even

more visitors are being discussed.

After years of planning, a three-

mile hike-and-bike trail
through central Dallas could
become a reality. According to
The Dallas Morning News, the

newly formed Friends of the
Katy Trail will support, pro-
mote and raise funds in partner-

ship with government and private
supporters for the rails-to-trails

conversion of the abandoned
Katy Railroad right-of-way. A
group spokesman said they will
work closely with the Dallas city

staff and council members to
assure inclusion of funds for the

Katy Trail. Money for necessi-
ties such as safety lighting, emer-

gency telephones, landscaping
and park benches will be raised

by the organization. The Katy

Trail will wind its way through
parks, and residential and retail

neighborhoods from downtown's
West End.

The Dallas City Council has di-
rected city manager John Ware
to develop a plan to expand the

Dallas Convention Center by
at least 200,000 square feet by 2002.
The Dallas Morning News reports
the council's decision followed a
study that found Dallas was los-
ing ground to other cities in com-

petition for national trade shows-
shows that attract tens of thousands
of people to a single event. Events

at the convention center generate
nearly $4 billion in direct spend-
ing in Dallas each year.

The Greater Houston C&VB
reports developer Wayne

Duddleston and Crescent
Real Estate Equities have
received city approval to build a
$155-million, 1,026-room con-
vention center hotel. Con-
struction could begin by the mid-
dle of this year, with opening

anticipated in 2000. Meanwhile,
plans for expanding the George
R. Brown Convention Center
include a skywalk connecting the

convention center to the hotel,
and the addition of 250,000
square feet of exhibition and
meeting rooms. For more infor-

mation, call the bureau at 1-800-

365-7575.

Kemah Waterfront, a 14-acre
entertainment complex, will open
in Kemah in late spring. A 60-
room hotel with waterfront views
will become the centerpiece of
the family-oriented development.
Retail shops, restaurants, a water

garden and other amenities and
attractions will be linked by a

boardwalk and major pedestrian

corridor. A sea-themed restau-
rant with a 50,000-gallon aquari-

um will delight guests with floor-
to-ceiling views of colorful tropi-
cal fish. Outside a carnival

atmosphere prevails, with a 36-
foot carousel of elaborate horses
and menagerie figures and a 65-

foot Ferris wheel. Visitors can

hop aboard a handcrafted replica
of an 1863 Central Pacific

Railroad train for a seaside tour.
For details, call 713/224-9115.

Back in 1989, a handful of citi-
zens had visions of a theme park
in Clarendon in the Texas
Panhandle region. With the erec-

tion of a Ferris wheel and go-cart
track last summer, Thunder
Junction Western Heritage
Park was born. Sometime this
spring, Westwood Enterprises

Inc., which owns and operates the

park, will add water slides, a

5,000-square-foot arcade and an
amphitheater for live musical per-

formances. Future plans call for
an entertainment area with a mid-
way, bumper boats and miniature
golf, and construction of an Old
West town. For further info, call

- -- -- -- - -- - -- -
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ROADS SCHOLAR Arlington will become the third

permanent exhibit site for the Smithsonian Insti-

tution, outside Washington, D.C., and New York.

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and Scottsdale, Arizona,

were also awarded branches. The Texas site will be

known as the Origins of the Southwest museum and

the Smithsonian will provide the base of its collections.

Supporters envision a $60 to $80 million facility, fund.

ed through private donations and open within six years.

For three years, Smithsonian officials have been looking for ways to

bring national treasures to more people. But it was the perseverance

of a handful of Arlington residents that made the dream come true.



Westwood cochairman Frank
Hommel at 806/874-2634.

Gov. George W. Bush an-
nounced Brownsville has been
selected as the site for the 16th

annual Border Governors'
Conference, which will bring
together governors from Mexican
and U.S. border states this June.

The Dallas Morning News reports
the conference will coincide with

the city's sesquicentennial cele-

bration and will highlight the his-
torical, cultural and economic ties

that bind U.S. and Mexican bor-

der towns.

More than 40 years ago, the

Alameda Theater in San
Antonio provided the spotlight

for entertainers traveling the
Spanish language entertainment
circuit in the Southwest. The
Alameda lost its luster in the

1970s when it became a venue
for Spanish language B movies.
The Dallas Morning News reports

the city-owned 2,400-seat theater
is now being restored for its

rebirth as a performance center

for the Hispanic arts and a show-
case for Tejano music. This

spring, the nonprofit Centro
Alameda Inc. will launch a cam-

paign to raise $7 million to help
meet the $14-million restoration
costs. The organization plans to

restore the theater to its former
glory and expand the stage from

TEXAS TRAVEL LOG
is published monthly by the Texas
Department of Transportation,
Travel and Information Division.
Please send news items of interest to
the Texas travel industry to Texas
Travel Log, P.O. Box 141009, Austin,
Texas 78714-1009. (512) 483-3727,
FAX (512) 483-3793. Deadline for
each newsletter is the 20th of the
month preceding the issue date.

Ann Kelton, Editor

Contributing Editors: Jane McNally,

John Russell, Mike Talley

Layout: Jane Yansky Design

AMARILLO TIC A couple of
months ago, a man dashed to the
center to report an encounter with

a UFO. Now the counselors them-

selves are experiencing encounters,

but of a different sort. Manager
Rosemary Eaves said they haven't
sighted any little green men, but
rather famous entertainers, both

alive and dead. Within a week,

musicians Jerry Garcia and Garth

Brooks, and a TV character of
"Welcome Back Cotter" fame

strolled in asking for travel litera-

ture and a map. "Of course,

19 to 50 feet deep. Supporters
say bringing the Alameda back to
life is important to the creation of

a cultural zone that celebrates the
Mexican American experience.

New Century Entertainment
of California announced plans to
build an entertainment center on

60 acres next to Lakeline Mall in

Austin. The Austin American-

Statesman reports plans for the
Austin Promenade include
retail stores, up to 22 restaurants,

child care, valet parking and

Austin's first IMAX theater.

Sixteen additional large screens
with stadium seating, love seats

and state-of-the-art sound will
raise the level of amenities avail-
able to Austin moviegoers, com-

pany officials said. Construction

could begin within the year.

In 1991, the first Planet
Hollywood opened next to

Carnegie Hall in New York City.
Now, seven years and 60 restau-

rants later, the company has its

eye on Austin for their next star-
studded endeavor. The restau-

rants range in size from 12,000 to
36,000 square feet, with seating
capacity for 230 to 600 cus-

tomers. Film and television

memorabilia and handprints of
movie and television stars accen-

tuate the restaurants' Hollywood

they're just look-alikes," Rosemary
said. "Why would Jerry Garcia

need a map? Still, it's strange."

CAPITOL COMPLEX TIC
Counselor Mary Ulrich Jackson
reports a large group of elderly

ladies rushed the information desk

clamoring for directions to the
number one tourist attraction in

San Antonio. "You mean the

Alamo?" asked Mary. "No, silly
girl. The SAS shoe factory!" they
exclaimed. "Just another lesson in

'know thy customer,"' Mary said.

theme. The Austin establishment
would be one of the smaller mar-
kets for the chain, which has

focused on high-profile tourist

destinations such as San Antonio,
Las Vegas and London.

PLACES

Austinites no longer have to "go
through Dallas to get to heaven."

With the recent addition of

direct air service from

JUDGE ROY BEAN TIC
The staff made the move last

month from their temporary
quarters in a cramped construc-

tion shack into their newly
renovated and expanded center.
Visitors who stop in for a tour

of the Jersey Lilly saloon can
now pay a visit to the meticu-
lously restored Opera House, the
infamous judge's home. New

dioramas for the visitor center

are in the works. Reopening
ceremonies are scheduled for

this spring.

Austin, travelers will now find it

easier to fly to and fro. In June,
United Airlines added nonstop
flights between Austin and San

Francisco. The Austin American-

Statesman reports the airline will
offer additional service next
month with nonstop flights from

Austin to Washington, D.C.
Direct flights by Continental
Airlines to Newark International
Airport in New Jersey, beginning

in April, will increase Austin's
ability to attract business from

YOU'LL JUST FLIP
Galveston's Moody

Gardens presents

Sea Saturdays,

January 24 and 31, as a great post-

holiday pick-me-up. Visitors can learn about

dolphins and other exciting forms of marine

life. Both days will be jam-packed with

conservation-oriented activities for the entire

family. Children can help paint a giant

marine mural and slip their hands into touch

tanks. The Texas Marine Mammal Strand-

ing Network will demonstrate dolphin rescue

techniques. Call 1-800-582-4673.

TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD
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New York's financial, telecom-
munications and media hub, city

officials say. Nonstop service
began January 5 to Monterrey,
Nuevo Len, after more than two
years of groundwork by Aero-
litoral and Austin and Mexican
officials. Officials hope the air-
line's entrance into the Austin

market will herald more interna-
tional flights for the city. The

Statesman reports increased
opportunities for direct air travel

are a reflection of Austin's

growth in population and its
mushrooming international busi-

ness activity.

Bugs Bunny, Tweety Bird and
Yosemite Sam are unpacking
their bags and hanging up their

hats at Six Flags Over Texas
in Arlington. Six Flags' owners

and New Jersey-based Six Flags
Theme Parks Inc., which has
managed the park for the past

five years, have extended their

partnership by another 30 years.
The Dallas Morning News reports

the agreement voids a deal made
in October with Premier Parks to

manage and eventually own
Six Flags. Under the new con-

tract, two new mega-rides will
open by 2000, as well as new
retail outlets and entertainment.

Some new attractions will tout
Texas' heritage, the park's origi-

nal theme. Bugs Bunny and
other Looney Tunes characters
of Time Warner fame will remain.
Six Flags Theme Parks Inc.,

which is 51 percent owned by

Boston Ventures Group and 49
percent by Time Warner Inc.,

will have the option to purchase
the park in 30 years.

A gala New Year's Eve bash

marked the grand opening of
Bayou Place, a $23-million
entertainment complex in Hous-
ton's Theater District. The
complex, which is the former
Albert Thomas Convention

Center, boasts 150,000 square
feet dedicated to an arts film
cinema, a 50,000-square-foot

performance hall, restaurants and
bars. For more information call

the Greater Houston C&VB at

1-800-365-7575.

A partnership between South -
west Texas State Univer-
sity and the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department will
spur the development of Aqua-
rena Center in San Marcos
as a top-notch educational and
research center. Work will focus
on the springs, aquifers, rivers

T!EXAS

* TRIVIA
Which Texas rose

became known as

"the best white blues
singer in American

musical history"?
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COM E OUT OF YOUR SH ELL

A 35-foot giant squid model
welcomes guests to the

Houston Museum of

Natural Science's new
Strake Hall of Malacology

featuring the rarest,

largest and most beautiful shells in the

world. Malacology is the study of mollusks,

invertebrates that live on land, in freshwater

and in oceans. An exhibit of nearly 1,000

gem-quality shells includes the world's

largest known snail shell. Three aquar-

iums contain living specimens and a Texas

wall features information on Texas mollusks.

For more information, call 713/639-IMAX.

and wetlands. Comprehensive

exhibits and giant aquariums

will examine the site's natural

and cultural heritage.

T H & M A

The Texas Hotel and Motel
Association reports a new web

site launched by Coopers & Ly-
brand introducing the first col-

lective database for the nation's
lodging industry. The Lodging
Research Network includes
economic forecasts, industry
news and profiles. Key in http://

www.lodgingresearch.com for

the latest scoop.

W I L D L I F E

Operation Game Thief,
TP&WD's wildlife crime stop-
pers program, is offering a
$2,500 reward for information
leading to the arrest and convic-

tion of persons involved in the
mutilations of 18 sea turtles.
Rewards totaling $15,000 are

being offered by several other

state and national groups. The

turtles were found along Texas

beaches between Galveston and

South Padre Island. Thirteen of

the reptiles were Kemp's ridleys,

considered the most endangered

of five sea turtle species common

to the Gulf of Mexico. To report

information, call the 24-hour hot

line at 1-800-792-GAME.

MUSEUM S

An exhibition addressing the

meaning and devotional function

of the image of Christ is on view

through April 12 at The Museum
of Fine Arts, Houston. The
Body of Christ in the Art of
Europe and New Spain,
1150-1800, brings together 75
pieces. Paintings, sculptures,

devotional images, altarpieces,

books of hours, liturgical objects

and church furnishings explore
ways in which the symbolic

images of Christ were used in

religious practice. Call 713/639-
7300 for details.



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 6,237 -11.42 152,589 +1.27

Anthony 12,054 +1.41 153,048 -8.74

Denison 15,504 +9.82 229,788 +16.81

Gainesville 27,165 +17.95 340,950 -.95

Langtry 5,496 +19.50 96,048 -8.53

Laredo 9,789 +74.49 98,850 -20.18

Orange 38,214 +.90 507,111 -26.72

Texarkana 35,250 +12.85 461,994 -12.67

Valley 26,337 -14.12 382,167 +8.86

Waskom 53,175 +6.46 677,085 +15.74

Wichita Falls 10,821 +7.03 201,762 +1.51

Capitol Complex 5,715 -15.60 107,763 +4.79

1-800 Phone Center 0 -100.00 68,841 -48.03

CENTER TOTALS 245,757 +3.40 3,477,996 -5.47

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers
(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

http://www.texashighways.com

Data as of December 31, 1997
NCompdNed to last year
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

25,124 983,785

TRAX has retired! Our new Travel Infor-

mation System (TIS) will allow you to elec-
tronically access state-level requests for travel

literature. For more information, call 512/406-

5923. Or contact us by eMail at tis@mailgw.dot.

state.tx.us. A count on the number of services
coming to this space soon.
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