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Texas Sugar Production:
SWEET SUBSISTENCE

O n December 23, 1820, Moses Austin was summoned

to appear before Colonel Don Antonio Martinez,

the Spanish Governor in San Antonio, to state his

purpose for wanting to settle in the province of Texas. Austin

replied, through an interpreter, that he wanted to "provide for his

subsistence by raising sugar and cotton." Although Moses Austin

was successful in acquiring a grant to bring 300 families to Texas,

he died before fulfilling his dream. His son, Stephen F. Austin,

was left to assume his father s mission.

Sugar cane was not native to the area, but Stephen F. Austin

thought the best land in Texas to raise sugar cane would be the

land near the lower Brazos and Colorado Rivers. By 1828 the

first sugar mill in Austin's colony was established to serve the

colonists' needs. Sugar production continued to increase, with

Sketches from the Far West-Sugar-Making in Texas drawn by Frenzeny

Tavernier, published in Harper's Weekly, April 1874

much of the sugar cane being imported from Cuba. In the 1840s,

the first attempts at commercial sugar production began, when

wet weather and crop pests led to the failure of the coastal cotton

crop. After reaching its peak in the 1850s, cold weather and severe

drought caused a decline in the sugar industry in Texas. Raw

sugar produced on early Texas plantations was of a poor grade

and was primarily sold in its unrefined form in southern markets.

Sugar production was a complicated and costly endeavor.'The

first stage, extraction, involved squeezing the juice from ripe

sugar cane with rollers or crushers powered by animal or steam

power. The second stage, reduction, was accomplished by boiling

the cane juice until it crystallized. Lime was used to clarify the

juice, and molten sugar scum was frequently skimmed from the

top. The final stage, granulation, involved cooling and purging the

juice. After about thirty days in a cooling tray, the uncrystallized

syrup was drained off and sold as molasses, leaving behind the

crystallized sugar.

Dilue Rose Harris, a young girl who came to Texas with her

family in 1833, recalled the time her father visited a neighbor

and came back with a bag of sugar: Mr. Stafford made sugar...The

sugar was as black as tar. It had to be carried in a bucket. Father went

to Mr. Stafford's...and mother gave him a bag to get sugar...when he

got back he was holding the bag at arm's length, his clothing covered

with molasses. Mother hung up the bag with a bucket underneath,

and we then had sugar and molasses.

By 1850 there were 45 plantations in Texas producing millions
of pounds of sugar a year. Most early plantation owners relied on
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slave labor, so the Civil War devastated

the sugar economy in Texas. After the

war, Texas planters tried to revive the

industry by using convict labor. Edward

H. Cunningham and Littleberry A. Ellis

started the Imperial Sugar Company

in 1875, leasing the entire Texas prison

population as their labor force. In 1910,

the industry took another blow when a

new law prohibited the leasing of convicts.

Although sugar cane is no longer grown

commercially in Texas, the Imperial Sugar

Company is still in business today, refining

sugar imported from Hawaii, Louisiana

and Puerto Rico.
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Firkin-small

wooden

vessel used for

storing sugar

Auger-used for breaking up
compacted sugar

Tin scoop- used for
grain, corn, or sugar

Sugar nipper-used to nip a small,

useable piece of sugar off of a
hard, cone-shaped loaf

Sugar bowl-made from tin

Established in 1883, Blinn College offers a variety of college "
academic transfer, workforce training, and continuing education al

classes for more than 18,000 students who attend
one of our four campuses or our comprehensive

distance education programs.

The premier two-year college in Texas, Blinn's transfer rate CU
consistently ranks among the top 10 in the tonnation.

NOTES - Published Quarterly by the Star ofthe Republic Museum www.starmuseum.org



The Historical Museum of the Texas Republic

Star of the Repubi
Launches STARS
In response to the Call to Action by the
Institute of Museum and Library Services
(IMLS) to engage libraries and museums as
key partners in comprehensive early learning
strategies to grow young minds, Star of the
Republic Museum launched a new summer
program for local youth-STARS (Students
Thriving and Reaching Success).

Research indicatesthat libraries and museums
are trusted, welcoming places where
children make discoveries, deepen common
interests, expand words and knowledge, and
connect their natural curiosity to the wider
world. Neuroscientists tell us that the type of
learning that occurs in these institutions-
self-directed, experiential, content-rich-
promotes executive function skills that can
shape a child's success in school and life.
The experiences, resources, and interactions
provided by libraries and museums build
brains and fuel a love of learning.

"We realized that the majority of youth in our

lic Museum
Program

immediate local community had never visited
the museum," said Anne McGaugh, Curator
of Education. "We have a lot to offer today's
youth, and felt like we should do our part to
foster a life-long appreciation for museums,
history, learning and reading. We also wanted
to increase the students' awareness of their
community and help them recognize their role
in the stewardship of their heritage."

The first of three STARS session was held
on June 18. Eighteen students attended,
ranging from age 6-14. They learned about
museums in general, and then focused on
the story of Texas. Each student was given
a journal to record their experiences for the
day, and before leaving, each child was given
the opportunity to select a free book to take
home and keep. In subsequent meetings, the
students visited Barrington Living History
Farm and Independence Hall, and spent more
time in the museum with hands-on activities.

McGaugh said, "It is our hope that participating

in the STARS program will reduce the 'summer
slide' experienced by many children during
the summer months. By providing materials
and experiences that encourage reading and
writing, we want to help students maintain or
advance their skill level."

Participant Jotore Moore, age 8, said he
enjoyed seeing how Texas settlers lived
during the days of the Republic. "In a book,
sometimes it's too hard for you and you can't
understand it," he said. "Here, they show you
everything and you can understand it better."

At the conclusion of the summer program,
students received a certificate and gold star
pin, and were recognized as a "MUSEUM
STAR" in a poster in the museum.

MUSEUM HOSTS AFRICAN AMERICAN

(61cnczthf r 31iWorhs1ip
Star of the Republic Museum hosted a
workshop on African American genealogy on
Saturday, July 18. Members of the Willie Lee
Gay H-Town Chapter of the Afro-American
Historical and Genealogical Society
(AAHGS) led the workshop. Leaders included
Jesse Williams, chapter president; Debra
Blacklock-Sloan, advanced genealogist;
Jacqueline Johnson, advanced genealogist
and genetic genealogy consultant; and
George A. Allen, advanced genealogist
and chapter historian. Participants learned
about the use of oral history, family records,
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Hands-On History
Every Saturday this summer, the Star of the Republic Museum offered
"Hands-On History" programs. Each week, visitors could learn a
different skill or craft to take home. Some of the activities included
making corn husk dolls, basket weaving, knot tying, quill writing, and
embroidery. A good time was had by all!

UPCOMING EVENTS-
Home School Days

Every'Thursday in October, the Star of the Republic Museum

and Barrington Living History Farm will present Childhood
in Early Texas, an interactive, hands-on program for the entire

family. Discover what life was like in Texas for a child in the
mid-19th century. Learn about childhood chores, clothes, and

schools, and make some old-fashioned toys to take home. No

minimum group size required. Reservations and pre-payment

required: call 936-878-2461, ext. 245. Limited space available.

Hours: 10:30 a.m.-2:30p.m.
Cost: $6/adult, $8/child

Picnics welcome!

Native Americans in Texas
During the month of November, the Star of the Republic

Museum offers an expanded, interactive program about the

first "Texans." The program is offered for a minimum of 20

students. Learn how the Native Americans used furs, bones,

and plants to create items for everyday use. 45 minutes.

Pre-K through 2nd Grade - Cost: $1.00 per student
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